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Anambra NSCDC pledges support against
gender based violence

...Reassures commitment to protection of human rights

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awika

he Migera Security
and Cral Defence
Corps has  restated

its commuitment to the pro-
tection and observance of
human rights in all its opera-
tons and in the fight against
gender  based  violence
a,ga;n*.:t Women.

In a press release made
avaliable by the Public Re-
lations Officer for the state
Commandant, DSC Oka-
digho Edwin said that “Mr
Edwin Osuala, the Anam-
bra  State  Commandant
stated this on Tuesday, 12th,
December at a breakfast dia-
logue organized by RoLAC
in collaboranon with Na-
tional Human Rights Com-
mission { NHEC) Anambra

State o reflect on Human
Riphts Observance i the
state”.

Represented by the Com-
mand's Spokesperson, DSC
Okadigbo. Edwin, he said,
the Corps is doing all that
is humanly possible within
the confines of established
constitutional  means, {0
ensure that the rights of ¢it-
1zens remained mviolable as
enshrined in the 1999 Con-
stitution and in conformity
with United Natons Dec-
larations on Human Rights,

"“We have carmed out at
all tmes the duty imposed
upon us by law, by uphold-
mg all measures o pro-
tecting all persons apgains
illegal acts in adherence to
the global best practices on
human rights,

"We have also impacted

on our personnel the best
practices for communicaling
and conducting themselves
during encounters  with
members of the public” he
said.

Mr Osuala said the
NSCDC firmly believe the
importance of incorporating
the principles of the Univer-
sil Dreclaration of Human
Rights into its operations, in
order to build trust and con-
fidence with the populace,

“MNSCDC as an institution
has paid particular attention
to actiong that foster a rela-
tionship of trust between
the Corps and the populace
through the entrenchmeni
of the rule of law, respect for
human rights, fight against
discrimination and by exten-
sion vielence against wom-
en.

CTDA set to embark massive enforcement

exercise on road side traders in Awka

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

head of warning giv-
en 1o those selling
i displaying goods

and wears along the road in
Aowka to desist forthwith, the
Awka Capital Territory De-
velopment Authority {(ACT-
?A) has completed plans o
embark on massmve-enforce-
ment exercise on offenders,
The Manager and Chief
Execurive Officer of Author-
ity, Mr. Ossy Omuko who is-
sues the order while speaking
to mewsmen i Awka noted
that the authonty had regret-
tably observed the resurface
of street traders especially
along the new roads con-

‘It is fraud’ - Soludo denies N10,000 Christmas give-away

naembra State Goov-
ernor, Charles Solu-
o, has debunked a

soctal media message alleg-
ing the approval of a cash
trangfer of N10, 000 for
Christmas and New Year
celebrations.

The governor, through his
press  secretary, Christan
Aburime, in a statement on
Monday, described the mes-
sage as false and warned
Anambra people that it may
be from peaple trying to de-
fraud unsuspecting public
members.,

He warmed that the gov-
ernment does not oper-
ate any cash transfer pro-
gramme through unverified
online links or applications,
adding that the links the
fraudsters  were  sending
should not be given any at-
tention.

He said: “The attention

structed by Governor Chuke
wiirma Soludo within Awka
metropolis,

Mr Onuko explained that
the authorty had for the
past one year continue an
onslaught apamst the street
traders who are causing ob-
struction and gridlock with-
in the city even as he main-
tained that the activities of
the putlaws have defaced the
aesthetics of the new road
built by the state govern-
ment,

He mentioned the road
where the activities of the
street traders have increased
i1 recent times to include the
dual cardage Unizik-Isuani-
ocha Foad, Club Road, Re-
gina Ceali Rpad, Old INEC

of Apambra State Gov-
emment has been drawn
to a misleading and fraud-
alent message  circulating
on socil media platforms
and varous online chan-
nels claiming that the gov-
ernment has  approved a
WHL000  cash  transler
giveaway” for all citizens far
Christmas and MNew Year
celebrations,

“We categorically state
that this information is en-
tirely false, misleading, and
not authornised by the An-
ambra State Government.

“The link provided in the
message is fraudulent, and
members of the public are
ddvised not to open the link
as their personal data may
be compromused, “The An.
ambra State Government
does not operate any cash
transfer programme of this
nature - through unverified

Road, Government House
Road and Aroma, Hite Road
armongst others

According o Mr., Onuko,
fromm this Friday, Awka Cap-
ital Termtory Development
Authority officials will com-
mence a massive destruction
of goods and wears which
are found to be displayed
along the road and adwised
thosze engaged in the illegal
act to stop immediately as
the authorty will not only
seize but rather destroy such
goods to serve as a deterrent
to others,

Mr. Cnuko further warms
Offenders advised to imme-
diately evacuate their goods
and services suffer the conse-
quences of their inactions,

online links or applications,

“Any official communi-
catlon Or programme init-
ated by the government is
announced through official
charmels, including verified
governmenl websites, press
statements, and authorised
social media handles.

"“We strongly advise the
public to exercise cauiion
and refrain from engaging
with such fraudulent links
or sharing personal infor-
mation through unverified
platforms.

"It i regrettable that in-
dividuals or groups would
seek to deceive the public
with false promises, espe-
cially duting festive s¢asons.

“The governmenl én-
courages citizens 1o remain
vigilant and report such
fraudulent activities to the
appropriate authorities; *

“We have also rasked our
personnel w0 ensure  that
rights of suspects are pro-
tected and cared for” “We
deeply stress the highest
commitment of the Corps
for the promotion of human
rights,

“The Corps also recommil
iself to addressing gender
based violence with the crea-
tion of Gender unit saddled
with the responsibilities to
preventing the occurrence
of gender based violence,
providing response services
to those who need support
and defend those affected
by gender based violence
among others™ he conclud-

ed”,

He appealed 1o members
of the public to partner the
NSCDC in its renewed ef-
forts almed at ending all
forms of gender based vi-
olence and ensure timely
delivery of jusrice to the vic-
tims,

Expressing his appreci-
ation to officers and men
for therr commitment and
proactive modus  operandi
i observing human nghts,
he called for the sustenance
of the tempo to earn the
needed trust and coopera-
tion between the Corps and
members of the public in vol-
unteering useful information
on gender based violence to
the Corps, thereby contrib-
uting to more effective crime
fighting and enhancement
of justice for vicrims.

Two communities in Anambra
take preventive measures to
avert boundary disputes

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

WO comimunities
have taken preventive
steps aimed al secur-

ing  everlasting  boundary
peace by asking the state
povernment to place per-
manent monumeéents at the
agreed boundaries between
Enugwu-Agidi and Ukpo
COMMUNIties.

News Echo veports that
both communities through
their spokespersons during
the meeting, affirmed that
there is no rancor or mis-
understanding of anv sort
between them, adding that
they understand themselves
and also inter-marry a lot.

Enugu-Agidi and Ukpo
communities made  this
declaration on  Tuesday
December 5th, 2023 at the
Deputy Governor's  Con-
ference Room where they
approached the state gov-
ernment To cfficially nso-
tute and gazetie permanent
boundary delineation be-
tween them.

The representatives of
both communities were
their Traditional Rulers,

President Generals and oth-
er selected respected Elders
of their respective Commu-
nities,

In their separate speech-
25, The traditional Ruler
of Ukpo Community, Tiwe
Robert Fze represented
by Ideh N'ulkpo Ichie Ok-
wuchulowu Ezeaku main-
tained that Ukpo and Enug-
wi=Agidi community have
been co-habiting peacefully
together without rancor
for immemorable decades,

...AAsk Govt to place permanent monument
on Boundary Benchmarks

which he forther affirmed,
is one of the the reason
both community, inter-mar-
ry themselves.

On his part, the tradition-
al Ruler of Enugwu-Agidi,
Igwe Mike Okeke-Uche
towed similar path, affirm-
ing that Ukpo and Enug-
wu-Agidi have no bounda-
ries: misunderstanding but
have decided to take some
preventive stéps to avert
future boundary conflicts
especially now there are
palpable urban-rural devel-

opment.
Responding, the state’s
Deputy Governor and

Chairman, state Boundary
committee, Dr Onyeka-
chukwu Ibezim, commend-
ed the traditional rulers of
both communities, thier
President Generals and oth-
er selected elders present at
the meeting, for being time-
ly precautional i their pre-
ventive approaches.

Dr. Thezim narrated to
audience of both commu-
mities, state government's
mtentional moves to resolye
all boundary headaches
across the 177 communities
of the state which he hinted
was to smoeothen the divi-
dends of Governor Soludo
revolutions in governance,
evenly across the state,

He assured that “Solution
Boundary for peace” initi-
ative by Governor Soludo,
across the state will save
Erugwo-Agdi ‘and Ukpo
communities' money, lves,
and encumbrances, urgmg
to cooperate with the state
government to instmute the
lasting peace.

' Otti debunks
arrest of
community
leaders

bia- State Gaver-
nor Alex Ot has
ebunked the ar-

rest and detention of some
vouths and leaders in Aba
South Loecal Government.

The Senior Special As-
sistant to Governor Otti on
Public Communication,
Mr. Dodoh Okafor, in a
statement yesterday, de-
scribed the story making
the rounds as a Agment of
the imapination of the pur-
veyors of the fake news.

Okafor, who insisted
that the governor at no
time ordered the arrést of
the individuals, said; "Our
attention has been drawn
to 4 frending social media
report wherein the authors,
for whatever purpese, al-
leged that Abia State Gov-
ernor, Dr. Alex O, had
some young people and el-
ders arrested after he allep-
edly invited them for peace
talks in Urmmahia.

“The fact of the matter 13
that Governor Ot diid not
at any time order the dr-
rest of anyone or group of
people in connection with
any remote or immediate
event before and after the
launch of the rehabilication
and reconstruction of Port
Harcourt Road 1n Aba.

“To begin with, the ma-
jority of Ndi Abia from all
clans across the state, irre-
spective of their cultural
and religious Jeamngs, are
appreciative of Governor
Om's resolve to rehabili-
tate the long-abandoned
Port  Harcourt BRoad,
which until itz collapse in
the mid-1990s, was a major
hub for the sale and repair
of heavy duty machinery
and spare: parts, SErving
Port Harcourt  industrial
complex, further consoli-
dating Aba's reputation as
a major market for manu-
facturers and bip business-
gs across the country and
beyond.

“It 15 estimated that the
collapse and subsequent
abandonment of Port Har-
court Road by previous ad-
ministrations cost the city
hundreds of billions of na-
ira in earnings, job oppor-
tunities and other missed
opporiunities.

"Tr is' unbelievable that
anyone or group would
wish to stand against the
resolve of the Otti admin-
istration to [ix that stretch
of rpad, solve the peren-
nial flooding problems
that part of Aba and make
the environment  busi-
ness-friendly once again,
as envisaged by the late for-
mer Governor Sam Mbak-
we of old Imo State, who
built the road 1o expand
the fronters of economic

opportunities in Aba™
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Ohanaeze tackles Bode George
over Igho comments

hanaeze Ndigho
has tackled Chief
Bode George over

his comments on Igho n
Lagos.

In a statement made
available in Enugu on Mon-
day by Dr. Chiedozie Alex
Ogbonnia National Pub-
licity Secretary, Ohanaeze
Wdigho Worldwide said
Bode George alluded to the
prevailing pervasive pover-
ty in the country and in his
judgment, believes that de-
struction of peoples’ prop-

erty in Lagos is an antidote
0 pﬂ‘n‘{:‘]'T}’.

The statement reads “The
attention  of  Ohanaere
Ndigho Worldwide has
been drawn to the remarks
credited to Chief Bode
Creorge as to “why the Ig.
bos couldn't focus on de-
veloping their own states
instead of Lagos",

"George went on to ask
“what stops Iwuanyanwu
from developing the lgho
land instead of developing
Lagos? ....And that “given

the pervasive problem of
wide spread poverty among
Migerians, the subject”
chosen by Twuanyanwu
“shouldn't be the man fo-
cus’, eftc

“Chicf Bode George
made the above remarks as
areaction to the World Press
Conference by the Presi-
dent General of Ohanacze
Mdigho, Chief Engr. D
Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu.

"In the press conference,
Chief Iwuanyanwu stated
that when Lagos was elevat-

ed as the eapital of Nigeria,
It attracted persons, groups
and governments from all
parts of Nigena and across
the world. The lgho leader
pointed out that, Lapos as
a federal capital gave rise to
multi-ethnic mflow, popu-
lation explosion and diverse
peonomic activities,

"The Igbo leader com-
mended the Igbo spirit of
corporate social responsi-
bility by adding values to
whichever environment
they find themselves,

Otti emphasises collaborative, coordinated approach

owards combating GBV in Abia

he Wite of the Alna
State Governor, Mrs
Prsaillia  Chidinma

Otti, emphasised the m-
portance of a collaborative
and coordinated approach
rowards  combanng  Gen-
der-Based Violence (GBV)
during the inauguration of
the Abia State Gender-Based
Warking Group and GBY
Response Team in Umuahia
on Friday:,

Mrs Oeti, represented by
the Commissionet for Wom-
en Affairs and Poverty Allevi-
ation, Mrs Negozi Blessing Fe-
lix, noted that preventing and
responding o gender-hased
violence 15 the cornerstone of
the Alex Ot administration’s
commitment 0 advancing
gender equality and women's

EMPOWETITIERN 115
She: mamntained that the
Gender-Based Eesponse

Otti signs GADA bill into law

overnor Alex Ot has

signed into law the

Greater Aba Devel-
ppment Autharity (GADA)
Inll, which was passed on De-
cember 8 by the Abia State
House of Assembly.

The GADA, which is the
first bl to be signed into law
by the Governor since his as-
sumpiion of office, seeks o
give special  developmental
focus o Aba and encour-
age imvestors, among others,
Spraking shortly aftér assent-
ing fo the bill, Ot said ¢s-
tablishing the GADA would
give Aba special anteption as
avommercial hub

The Governor said that
Aba combines light manu-
facturing, heavy manufac-
furing, micro, small and me-
dmme-stale businesses and
other prading activities. He
congratulated the Speaker of

the State House of Assemnbiby,
his collesgues in the House
of Assembly and members
of the State Executive Coun-
cil on the passage of the exec-
utive bill and stated that with
the law, Aba rejuvenation
has achieved legal backing to
bring about the needed devel-
opmehi.

Presenting the bill earlier
for the Governor's assent,
Attorney General and Com-
missioner for Justice of Abia
State  lkechulown Uwanna
noted that the executive bill
was passed into law by the
House of Assembly on De-
cember 8, 2023.

Shedding Tight on the
newly signed law, the Direc-
tor-General of the GADA,
Mr Uche Ukegje described
the law as a specul vehicle
that would drive the develop-
ment of Aba

Team (GBRT) aims to guide
the Abia State Government's
acrion to coordinate the var-
ious sectors imvolved in the
fight against Gender-Based
Viclence and strengthen the
state's response to that,

[n response, a member ol
the gender-based response
team, Apostle Innocent Alo-
mas, commended the gover-
nor's wife for choosing them
and promused char they would
carty out their work diligently

The Gender-Based Work-
ing Group/Response Team
15 made up of thirty-three
members, including the Com-
missioner for Women Affairs,
her counterparts in the Min-
istries of Justice, Health, and
Local Government, the Chief
Judge of the state, the FIDA,
representatives from security
agencies, the media, non-gov-
ernmental organizations, and
others.

Anambra Govt says revitalization of
urban water scheme soon to actualize

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

Managing Director, An-

ambra Water Resourc-
es Management Agency,
Mr. Ikeobi Ejiofor, has ex-
pressed the current Goy-
ernment of Anambra State
commitment to révitalizing
the state's water systems,

Hesaid, “Allocations have
been made in the budget by
the Governor for the refur-
mshment of water facilities
m Onitsha, Obizi, Otuncha,
Awka, Nnewi, others",

He further mentioned that
the Executive Council has
sanctioned the restoration
of the rural water infrastruc-
ture, which i corrently in
FOETEss,

In a recent interview, the

emphasizing the water for Ndi Anambra.

goal of long-term: viability.
Ejiofor also addressed the
ongoing disputes. between
the Anambra State Govern-
ment and the employees af
the former water corpora-
ton, noting that a dedicated
committee: has been estab.
lished to audit the existing
workforce, identify retirees,
and remtegrate those who
wish to return.

“This move signifies &
deliberate effort to resolve
longstanding  1ssues  and
improve water services for
the reaidents”, Meanwhile,
some expefts has expressed
optimism that the revitaliza-
tion of urban water scheme
will go a long way toselving
problems of inadequacies of
pipe borng and affordable

Umuahia North LG revokes
all motor parks’ license

peration license of
all motor parks in
Umuahia Morth

Local Government of Abia
State, have been revoled by
the Council Chairman, Vic-
tor Tkeji with effect from Die-
cember 11, 2023,

This development was
contained in a press release
made available by Tochuk-
wu Eluwa, the Chief Press
Secretary (CPS) 1o the LGA
Charrman.

The press release said that
the directive revoking the
license of the motor parks
was issued by Tkeji daring an
interactive session he held
with heads and operators of
motor parks operating with-
in the Umuahia North area.

The press release said the
operators of the motor parks
were directed to approach

the office of the Special Ad-
viser on Revenué to the lo-
cal government chamrman,
to formally apply lor license
and to ger pudelines and re-
quidrements for re-licensing.

He warned that apart from
money already bemng paid
into the account of the Abia
State Board of Internal Rev-
enue, no funds due the local
government should be paid
to any individual bot should
be paid mta the local govern-
ment account to be provided.

It was not “ascertained if
the revocation order was pari
of the Abia State govein-
ment's plans o relocate ille-
gal motor parks to approved
grounds,

The State government has
made it clear that it was de-
termined to relocate illegal
motor parks in 'muahia,

Mbah moves to boost arts, culture as
he unveils stage play in Enugu

nupu State Governor,
Peter Mbah, has said

that his administration
15 poised to promote arts and
culture to make it more viable
to contribute to economic de-
velopment of the state,

He seated that his govern-
mient would invest m differ=
ent culture and tounsm sies
in the state to attract the kind
of strategy needed o make
the  sector fevenoe yielding
one, Mbah disclosed, vester-
day, during the unveiling of &
stage play, tithed, “The mal of
King Ahebi.

The woman who became a
man, written by the Execu-
tive-Secretary of Enugu State
Council for Arts and Calfare,

Laurence. Ani, and present-
ed, in collaboration with the
Enugu State Ministry of Cul-
ture and Tourisim, that there
Was EnOrmous opportunities
in the culture and arts sector.

Represenied by the Sec-
retary to the State Govern-
ment, Prof, Chidiebers COny-
ia, the governor emphasized
the need for people to begin
to see things they considered
letsure as economic values,

He disclosed that the play
will be produced as a movie,
and be shown in cinemas,
both locally and internation-
ally, as a means of “reposk
Homng the state as an ares
and culmre destinarion.”

Kanu’s release: Ohanaeze exonerates Gov
Nwifuru from alleged IPOB indictment

hanacze Ndigho, the

apex Tgbo socio-cul-

ral  organizaton,
has  officially exonerated
Governor Francis Nwifurn
of Ebonyi State from any
involvement in a plot agains
the possible release of Nnarm-
di Kanu, as alleped by the
Indigenous: People of Biafra
(PO,

Mazi  Okechulowu  Isigu-
zoro, Secretary Genetal of
Ohanaeze Ndigho, on Tues-
diy, in a staternent, exoner-
ated Nwifuru from a recent
indictment made by TPOB,
stating, “Our atention s
drawn to the indictments
by TPOB that some highly
placed political elites  have
been holding clandesting and
nocturnal meenngs against
the possible release of Nnam-
di Kanu.

"However, we ate ceifain
that Rt. Hon, Francs Og-
bonna Nwiluru, the Exee-
utive  Governor of Ebonyi
State, 15 not involved m this
plot. There must be a mix-up
somewhere, and we believe
it a costly misiake to get
an mmocent man mvolved in

this indicoment.”" Ohanaeze
Ndigho firmly maimtains that
Governor Mwifuru 15 a come
mitted Ighbe political leader,
dedicated to building upon
the progress made by his
pridecessors and  delivering
good governance to the peo-
ple of EbonyiState,

“While the ogrpamsation
clarifies that they do not
speak on behall of the Goy-
erndr of Ebonyi, they believe
that it is the responsibility of
Igho leadership to exoner-
afe an innocent man whose
name may have been wrong-
by-drmplicated.

“We assure IPOB  that
Covernor Nwifion remiains
concerned about the welfare
and well-being of residents
and indigenous people of
Ebonyi State," emphasised
Ohanaeze Ndigho. “Gover-
nor Francis Nwifuru's com-
mitment to serving his people
and drving development in
Ebonyi Srare has been wide-
by recognised. and Ohanaeze
Mdigbo stands behind his
integrity and leadership,” it
added.
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pint of ‘Japa’ and the future
of Nigeria's Tertiary education

obbled by incessant strikes,

lack of autonomy and abysmal

work conditions, the Nigerian
university system is now groaning
under a severe shortage of human
capital. This is being essentially fuelled
by retirements and the massive exodus
of academics seeking better
opportunities abroad, a phenomenon
known as japa. President Bola Tinubu,
the 36 governors and the ministry of
education at the federal and state levels
must rise to their responsibilities and
show commitment to save the system.

In a recent report, officials at several
Academic Staff Union of Universities
chapters traced the exodus mainly to
the pathetic work conditions in public
universities and issues around the
Integrated Personnel and Payroll
Information System of the Federal
Government. The union at the Federal
University of Gusau, Zamfara, stated
that the school needed roughly 1,000
lecturers to plug the gaps of those who
had left.

A similarly challenging situation
prevails at the Usmanu Danfodiyo
University, Sokoto, the Olusegun
Agagu University of Science and
Technology, Federal University of
Kashere, the University of Ilorin,
according to the newspaper. This is
inimical because education is the
bedrock of a virile modern society.
Nigeria, with 20.1 million, ranks
second highest in the out-of-school
children phenomenon.

Apart from the IPPIS saga, the lack of
autonomy and bureaucratic
bottlenecks prevent individual
universities from replacing the
lecturers that have retired or left for
greener pastures. Many professors are
retiring and have no replacement. The
ones that are left are seeking greener
pastures in countries like Malaysia,
Oman, New Zealand, and the US.
Therefore, Tinubu should grant
universities the autonomy to recruit the
needed staff to ameliorate the
shorthandedness.

In Nigeria, underfunding is a notorious
weakness. Although government
budgets for luxury expenditure like
buying expensive cars for legislators
who spend a term of four years, it only

allocated N2.18 trillion in the 2024
budget of N27.5 trillion. That is

insignificant.

Most of the public universities lack
adequate halls of residence, lecture
halls, and other critical facilities. They
are saddled with huge electricity bills
and provide alternative power at great
cost. Thisis frustrating.

A 2010 MoU of N1.4 trillion to be
serviced in seven years between the
Federal Government and ASUU for the
revitalisation of the federal
institutions and enhanced
remuneration is still pending. In the
interregnum, the Federal Government
keeps compounding the malaise by
creating more universities that it
cannot fund. Conversely, the United
States Department of Education said
the government supported the
universities in the US with $201 billion
in grants in 2023, an increase of 2.4 per
cent, compared to the $68.3 billion it
gave in 1980. That is perceptive.
Research England stated that it gave a
grant of £2.2 billion to English
universities 2017-18. The Higher
Education Funding Council for
England equally awarded £3.6 billion
grants to the institutions in the same
session.

It is unfortunate that the same
government that has not shown
leadership and commitment to the
welfare of the universities on the
ground reportedly wants to establish 32
more federal institutions.

News Echo posits that, unless Tinubu
arrests the situation by reviewing the
conditions of service in terms of
salaries, allowances, and
infrastructure, more lecturers will
continue to leave the country.

The Ministries of Education and
Finance should allow universities to
employ the hands they need. The FG
should clear the backlog of lecturers'
salaries, increase research grants, and
training for lecturers, and grant the
tertiary system full autonomy to
manage and run their affairs to stave
off a full-blown education crisis.

The world is leaving Nigeria behind;
Tinubu must act now.
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A Bridge Too Far?

By Anthony Ogbekile

he leader of the Federal
Government p:uscnbed— b
Indigenous People of Biafra,

(IPOB ) Mazi Nnamdi Kanu will, after
over two years of extraordinary
rendition and solitary confinement
under the custody of the Department of
State Service, (ID8S), have his fate
decided by the Supreme Court of
NMigeria in Abuja on Monday, 10th of
December, 2023,

A reminder of the chain of events? You
would recall that the IPOB leader was
on June, 27th of July 2021 arrested and
renditioned to Nigeria from Kenya and
has since been in the DISS facility. Kanu
who was initially arrested for 11 court
charges was allegedly said to have
jumped bail in 2017 following the
reports of the invasion of his country
home by the Nigerian Army, an incident
that reportedly claimed no fewer than
28 people. It was a sequel to the
unprecedented incident that Kanu
resurfaced in Israel a vear later.
Meanwhile, upon his rearrest and
rendition back to Nigeria, fresh 16-
count charges were brought up by the
Federal Government of Nigeria against
the IPOB’'s leader. Nonetheless,
different courts of competent
jurisdiction including a Federal High
Court sitting in Umuahia, the Abia
State capital, ordered the Federal
Government to pay the leader of the
Indigenous People of Biafra, Nnamdi
Kanu, N500m as damages following his
illegal abduction and human rights
abuse.The court also ordered the
Federal Government to return him to
Kenya, from where he was extradited to
Nigeria on June 19,2021.

The court presided over by Justice E.N.
Anyadike, insisted that the extradition
of Kanu from Kenya without recourse
to the legal process was a flagrant abuse
of his fundamental human rights.
Kanu, through his counsel, Aloy
Ejimakor, had approached the court
challenging his extradition from Kenya
on June 19, 2022. Ejimakor told the
court that the suit was sui generis (of a
special class) and was primarily aimed
at redressing the unlawful expulsion or
extraordinary rendition of Kanu, which
is a clear violation of his fundamental
rights under Article 12(4) of the African
Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights,
as well as Chapter IV of the Nigerian
Constitution.

Similarly, a High Court sitting in
Enugu, on Thursday, asked the Nigeria
Federal Government and South-East
Governors to pay the sum of
NE&.000,000,000.00 (Eight Billion
Naira) to the leader of the Indigenous
People of Biafra, IPOB, Mazi Nnamdi
Kanu. The court also mandated the

respondents to apologize to Kanu for
the infringement of his fundamental
rights.

"Ordered the Respondents, jointly or
severally, to issue official Letter(s) of
Apology to the Applicant (MAZI
NNAMDI KANU) for the
infringement of his fundamental rights;
and publication of said Letter(s) of
Apology in three (3) national dailies.
“*Ordered the Respondents to, jointly or
severally, pay the sum of
MNE,000,000,000.00 (Eight Billion
Maira) to the Applicant (MAZI
MNNAMDI EANU), being monetary
damages claimed by the Applicant
against the Respondents jointly and
severally for the physical, mental,
emotional, psychological, property and
other damages suffered by the
Applicant as a result of the
infringements of his fundamental rights
by the Respondents”, Justice A, O
Onovo, said.

Additionally, the court declared as
unconstitutional, the proscription and
designation of IPOB as a terrorist
organization by the Federal
Government and the South East
Governors.,

The ruling was a sequel to a suit brought
before the court by the [POB legal team
led by Aloy Ejimakor, challenging the
2017 proscription of [POB as a terror
organization.

The court also declared as
unconstitutional, the proscription and
designation of IPOB as a terrorist
organization by the Federal
Government and the South East
Governors.

The ruling was a sequel to a suit hrought
before the court by the IPOB legal team

led by Aloy Ejimakor, challenging the
2017 proscription of IPOB as a terror
organization.

Meanwhile, having declared the IPOB's
leader Mazi Nnamdi Kanu freed and
acquitted by various Courts sitting in
Nigeria, it still baffles many right-
thinking citizens of the world why the
Department of State Service still holds
him hostage.

It is against this background that a lot of
questions beg for answers: Have Igbho
People abandoned their own? What is
Kanu's fate come December 10, 2023, at
the Supreme Court? Who is behind
Kanu's lingering ordeals?

Recall that ahead of the 2023 general
elections in Nigeria, speculations were
brought up that the release of Kanu
would alter the presidential aspiration
of the Igbo people through Mr. Peter
Obi. Some believed that with Obi as the
President, Kanu's freedom be facilitated
and made much more possible among
other expensive speculations.
Meanwhile, the Buhari-led
administration has given way to

President Bola Tinubu which has
triggered further questions about the
circumstances surrounding the
continuous detention of Kanu.

In a recent reaction to the prevailing
development, the lead Counsel to the
IPOB's leader, Mike Ozekhome (SAN)
was spotted praying for God's
intervention 1n Kanu's case. The
distinguished SAN made several
declarations ahead of the 10th of
December, 2023, a day to remember in
the entire Igbo land, Nigeria, and the
world at large. Should the Supreme
Court rule against the IPOB's leader,
Mnamd: Kanu, what happens next?
Will Igbo people turn their back on him?
Recall that the governors of the states in
the Southeastern region of Nigeria have
tirelessly proposed a political solution
to Kanu's case. A proposition that to
date is vet to materialize;. Apainst all
odds, the IPOB's Leader has remained
resilient, resolute, and indefatigably
optimistic in the camp of his oppressors.
Anticipating what unfolds on the 10th
of December, 2023 as many still ask if

Meanwhile, having declared the IPOB's
leader Mazi Nnamdi Kanu freed and
acquitted by various Courts sitting in

Nigeria, it still baffles many right-
thinking citizens of the world why the
Department of State Service still holds
him hostage.
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Christmas: OQutrage as air ticket prices to S/East
surpass N500,000 for return trips

5 the yuletide season
approaches, air pas-
sengers travelling to

the South Fastern part of Ni-
geria are confronted with sky-
high ticket prices, surpassing
P00 O00 for return trips,
While routes hke La-
gos-Albuja, Lapos-Part Har-
court, and Lagos-Uyo have
maintained pre-yuletide fares,
airfares to South Eastern des-
tinations have surged signifi-
canily.
Maonitaring

various  air-

ja-Anambra

Iimes, it was observed that
return tickets from Lagos to
Anambra on Air Peace are
priced at WN533, o00. Simi-
larly, Lagos-Emmpn and La-
gos-Ohwerri return tickers are
at MN343,200 and N533,600,
respectively.

United Nigena Adrlines
charges N441.000 for Abu-
return Lrps,
while Lagos-Anambra, La-
gos-Enugu, and Lagos-Chw-
erri tickets cost N520,500,
MNadl 000, and N520,500,

King and Queen of Africa;, Victor Osimhen and Assisat
Oshaola on Monday night in Marrakech, Morocco after
both Nigerians were crowned Male and Female Players of

the Year in Africa by CAF.

respectively,

Dana Adr, which solely ser-
vices Owerrim the Southeast,
offers return bekets  during
this period for N400, 000,
Despite the exorbitant prices,
airlnes have reportedly sold
out their seats for the festhve
LSO

The surpe m amfares has
been attribated to factors such
as inflanon, toreign exchange
Nuetuations, airlines facmg
trapped  funds, and soaring
costs of jet Al

During peak penods like
vuletide, travellers opt for ex-
penstve anrfares due to insecu-
rity, preferring air travel over
land transportation. Speaking
on this, Olumide Ohunaya,
Secretary General of the Avi-
ation Hound Table Initiative
(ARTT), noted that current
exachange rates justified the
escalated fares,

He emphasized that ticket
prices globally are mfluenced
by demand and timing of pur-
chase, and Nigena's domestic
market adheres to  similar
principles

However, Ohunayo predict-
ed a return to average fares by
January, highlighting the need
for airlines to secure more air-
craft leases to meet high de-
mands during the season,

His words: “The airfare i
justified because we are in
the festive season and any
passengers who didn't buy a
dcket three months ago will
pay the M350,000 one way
fare. "The same aircraft, some
passengers will pay INED, 000,
MN100,000 because they have

2023 Anti Corruption Day: Group calls for
collaborative effort in fight against corruption

By Grace Ofurum
5 the world mark
2023 Ann - Corrup-
ion Day, A nongov-

ernmental Clrganization,
Christian  Fellowship  and
Care Foundation has mneas-
sured of its commitment n
the hyht against corruption at
all levels of Governance and
to raise a society that values
transparency, Accountability
and inclusiviry,

This was made known dur-
g a press conference held at
their office complex in Owerrl
last weekend. The Campaign
Manager, Mr Clinton Ezeig-
we while addressing news-
men said the Organization is
aimed at enhancing anti cor-
ruption and social reform and
disclosed that the 20th Anni-
versary of the United Nations
Convention against Corrup-
tion (LINCAC) is symbaolic as
it remiforees the collaborative
eflort geared toward the-erad-
ication of corrupt practices.

He maintamed that the
launch of the project since
2023 has recorded tremen-
dous result however, noted

that the fight against corrup-
fin has its challenges as one
out of fve mdividuals has
indulged in bribing their way
through to access public ser-
VICES.

Also, 124 Couniries remain
siatic i corruption  ndex
which pose as a major con-
cern. According to Ezeigwe,
the Organization runs with
a project.” Enhancing Anti
Corruption and social in-
clusive Reform in Nigena, a
USAID funded imifiative an-
chored by ANEE] and imple-
rhented by palladium Under
the Strengthening Civie and
Local Engagement ( SCALE)
project which is ammed to-
wards condemnmg, combit-
ing, fostering an environment
conducive for peace, security
and development,

The theme of this year's
celebration which focuses on
the intrinsic link between anti
corruption policies, peace, se-
curity and development is in
ling with the Organization's
collective mission and under-
scores the viml role that com-
batmg corruption plays in cre-
ating prosperous and peaceful

sOCIETY,

The foundanon stated that
corruption poses a threal to
peace in the society as it gives
room for divergent reactions
which is mimical for the sia-
bility of the society especially
when public funds are mis-
managed, bribery  becomes
a rule and instindions are
undermined, it impedes on
the potennals of the socety,
According to the foundation,
“when public respurces are
diverted for personal pain,
bribery becomes a norm and
institutions a&re undermingd,
the fabric of society 15 weak-
ened”. "The erosion of trust
in public institutions can
lead to social vnrest and un-
dermine the Foundation of
a stable and peaceful Com-
munity,” From its fndings
the Organization reveals that
tackling corruption is expe-
dient as it will pace way for
an environment conducive
for peace-and security. Tt nec-
opnises that corruption also
serves as breeding pround for
discontent and social unrest
and threatems the stability of
COMMILNIties,

planned their travel ahead,

If you are travelling an-
ywhere i the world at this
period, the toket goes up as-
rronomically. “Aviation prod-
ucts are always in dollars and
Migerian airines earn in Nai-
ra, however, with the current
exchange rate, the airfare we
are seeing now is nol unex-
pecied.

“What we can encowrage
is to see if we can have more
airdines or the fewer airlines
available can pet wer lease
afrcraft to augment high de-

mands during this season.”
Supporting  this  sentiment,
the former commandant of
Murtala  Mohammed  Tn-
ternational - Adrport, Group
Captain John Ojikutu (rted),
artributed the mereased fares
o the deprecation of the MNa-
tra agamnst the Dollar and the
quadrupled cost of aviation
fuel,

Ohitbeutu advised the govern-
ment to categorize atrports
hased on passenger traffic and
enforee operators to deposit
forex charges into a central

bank account, ensuring trans-
actions are in Nama equiva-
lents.

*“The dollar rate against the
naira s about thrice what i
was about 12 months ago so
also is the cost of aviation
fuel four times what it was
six months ago so should vou
expect the air fares not to be
lizgs than thrice what it was six
months aga?

“Mote that costing of avia-
tion services 1s globally rated
against the Dollar and should
justifiably reflect the Econom-
e reality,” he noted.

Our members are dying, pay our severance
package — Obiano’s Aides to Soludo

idés of former Anam-
bra State Governor,
Willie Obiano have

urged the mcumbent, Charles
Soludo to pay thelr severance
packages. The aides made the
plea during a reundon meéeting
held in Awka on Sunday. Ac-
cording 1o the aides, no fewer
than 42 appomtees of Obiano
have died within two vears of
leaving office.

They lamented that their
colleagues died without re-
ceving their severance allow-
ances and called on Seludo to
Facilitate the payment of their
severance allowances. Obiano
had 4 month ago, made the
same call, insisting that the
payment and appointment of
some of his aides mio 'Soh-
do's government were patt
of the condition under which
Soludo was supported (o suc-
ceed him.

The Anambra State Deps
uty Governor, Onyvelachuk-
wi Ibezim, & former politi-
cal appointee under Obiano
and who was &t the [onchton
urged the former aides not o
despair butto trust in God.

He smd even Governor
Soludo was a former appoin-
tee 1o Obiano, so there was no

reason to panic, Meanwhile,
Soludo, has defended the
country’s cument economic
situation, saying that Presi-
dent Bola Tinubu's adminis-
tration mherited a dead econ-
OTmY,

Soludo stared this while
commenting on the current
naira-clellar exchanpe | dur-
ing an interview an Chan-
nels TV's Politics Today on
Thursday night. The former
governor of the Central Bank
of Migena (CEN) faulted the
apex bank for illegally print-
ing money in total violation
of the 2007 Act governing the
financial institution,

He maintained that Tinu-
bu imherited a dead econo-
my many Nigenans saw as
standing, He said, "“We must
realize where we were com-
g from. We sat bere m this
country and saw the mone-
tary authorities [iterally print-
g money,

And o prevent ws [rom
gatting 1o where we are to-
day; that was why we had an
explicit clause that prevented
the Central Bank from land-
ing recklessly, granting ways
and means to the federal gov-
ernment,

“We explicitly pat mto the
law that yvou can't grant the
federal governmeni maore
than 5% of the previous
wvear's actual revenue, And
that so granted must be re-
tired by the end of the year
in which 1t was granted, -And
when the federal government
fails to retire, the ceniral bank
iz forbidden by that law from
further advancing wavs and
MC~ANs.

That was the law 2007 act
of the Cenmral Bank. “Bur we
saf all of us Nigerians watch-
ing the CBN illegally and bra-
zenly violating that acy year
on year and kept on printing
MONEY,

Thar is when advance mon-
ev 15 not backed by nothing;
vou fust credit the federal
government with trillions N 4
trilliom, N0 trillion, N15 il
lion and we kept going,

“I'said it before This par
ticular government inherited
4 dead economy fom a mi-
cro economic point of view,
this povernment  inherted
a dead horse that was seen
standing but people didn't
know that it was dead. [think
it's impartant for Nigerians 1o
understand this."

Christmas Cantata: Good kiddies World of
Entertainment hosts Imo children

By Grace Ofurum

5 part of the activities
arking  the yuletide
celebration, Good Kiddies
world of Entertainment has
Organised 2 Music Cantata
fior Secondary schools across
Imo State,

The event which took place
at the Imo state Arts and
Culture complex in Owern
witnessed  varety of scin-
tillaning music: by over 15
secondary  schools  across
the state who performed in
different songs. Speaking at
the epoch making event, the
CEQ Good Kiddies world of
Entertainment Eziada Chio-
ma Anvanwu  Okone( Aun-
ty Chioma) said the event
started fve years ago and has
made much impacis in the

lives of the children.

She disclosed that the mis-
sion of the Orgamezation is
1o advance creative skills and
talents of the children and
providing them with unfor-
gettable moments and recrea-
tional entertainments,

Also amengst s objec-
tives 15 1o tase awareness of
the importance of children's
mvalverment in  educational
entertainment. She stated the
Organization will also hold
Father Christmas party that
will last for 2 days and Urged
parents to support the initia-
tive by’ bringing therr children
as lots of gifts and fun will be
on display.

While  interacting  with
newsmen, Rev. Fr Bonaven-
turg Adimso one of the

guests at the event said the
— i

Christmas Canfata i3 a way
of bringing children closer
God, disclosing that it's a well
Organized program that took
so much commitment on the
part of the CEO aswell as the
participating schools,

He described the Organiser
gs & pift from God o human-
iry, multi talented and has
impacted lots of fives through
her philanthropic  pestures
and prayed God to continual-
Iy sustain her efforts.

The Chnstmas Cantata
witnessed the presentation
of special rendition to the de-
light af ' many by invited Cho-
ral groups who did varous
genres of Christmas music
and others; it also witnessed
i dance petformance by the
popular Omemmo  Cultural
Troupe dand otheérs,
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PDP moves to replace 27 defecting

Rivers Lawmakers to APC

he national leader-
ship of the Peoples
Democratic Party has

written to the Independent
Manonal, Electoral Coms-
mission demanding fresh
elections to replace the 27
lawmakers in the Rivers
State Hounse of Assembly
who defected to the All Pro-
gressives Congress on Mon-
day,

This was made known in
a press statement signed by
the party's National Public-
ity Secretary, Debo Ologun-
agha. The lawmakers cited
division within the PDP as
the primary reason for their
defection to the opposition
APC. The affected lawmak-
ers are said to be loyal to the
Winister of the Federal Cap-
ital Termtory, Nyesom Wike.

According o Ologunag-
ba, the seats of the defected
lawmakers have become va-
cant owing to the fact that
they contested elections on
the platform of the party in
their respective constituen-
cies.

Citing the country's con-

stitution, he said, "The seats
of the respective 27 former
lawmakers  have become
vacant by virtue of the pro-
vision of Secton 109 (1) (g)
of the Consttution of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria,
1992 {as amended). "For the
avoidance of doubt, Section
109 (1) of the 1999 Constitu-
tion provides that ‘a member
of a House of Assembly shall
vacate his seat in the House if
... (g) being a person whose
election o the House of As-
sembly was sponsored by a
palitical Party, he becomes a
member of another political
party before the expiration
of the pernod for which that
House was elected.”
"Because of the above
comstitutional provision and
15 clear interpretation by the
Supreme Court, the 27 de-
fected members of the Riv-
ers State House of Assembly
have vacated and lost their
seats, rights, privileges, recog-
nition, and obligations accru-
able to members of the Riv-
ers Stare House of Assembly.
“The PDF, therefore, de-

mands that the Speaker of
the Rivers State House As-
sembly mmmediately comply
with the provision of the
Constitution by declanng the
seats of the 27 former law-
mgakers vacant.”

He maintained, “In view
of the vacancy now existing
in the 27 state constituencies
n Rivers State, the PDF de-
mands that INEC should,
within the stipulated period
under the Consttution of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria,
1999 (as amended), conduct
fresh election to fill the vacan-
cies, “Our party cautions that
the former [awmakers should
stop parading themselves as
members of the Rivers State
House of Assembly as such
would amount to iImperson-
aton with serious crimina
consequences,”

The party further implored
the people of the state to re-
main steadfast and loval to
democracy and the rule of
law, espeaally dunng this
time. For the avoidance of
dioubr, Section 102 (1) of the
1999 Constitution  provides

the Barau Dikko Teaching Hospital in the state capital on Tuesday.

FG woos medical student, health
professionals to join military

¢ federal povernment
is wooing medical stu-
dents and other health

professionals to join the mil-
itary in order to boost the
number of medical personnel
in the services, and reduce the
effect of japa syndrome in the
SETVICE.

The Minster of State for
Diefence; Bello Matawalle,
said this on Tuesday De-
cember 12, during Defence
Health Maintenance stake-
holders meeting in  Abuja,
Matawalle, who ‘'wds repre-
sented by the Permanent Sec-
retary, Dr Abubakar Kana,
said governmeent 15 also set to
build a world class veterans
hospital in Abuja to cater for
the health needs of retired
miitary  personnel in the
country

He said it was part of the
reform being undertaken by
the government to establish
the Armed Forces Medical
College. He said: “Part of

the reform 15 ta increase the
number of military medical
personnel, consullants  and
mterns.

“Already we have conclud-
ed arrangements to build 100
bed accomodations at 44 Hef-
erence Hospital in Kaduna
for interns, “This 15 geared
towards building the armed
forces medical college, This
15 not o just train the medical
doctors but marses and other
health personnel.

“The japa syndrome has
also affected the armed forces.
To solve this problem we are
visiting universities to encour-
age medical stadents to join
the military. We want to en-
tice them hy providing them
with good mcentives, “Before
now it rare to see military pet-
sonnel recerve medical care
outside the military hospital,
but that has changed. We
want to bring back that lost
glory.

“We want to build a world

class medical facility for veter-
ans in Abuja. It is part of the
reform ot the federal govern-
ment. But it 15 not only about
the Facility but also abourt care
and strengthening the mili-
tary health system in Nigena,

The Mintster said that the
establishment of Defence
Health Insurance s a worth-
while investment that is well
positioned to provide the full
length of coverage for both
serving and retired military
personnel, and their families,
He said: "The mole of the
armed forces is to protect the
integrity of Nigeria, and any-
body that enrolls in the armed
forces has put his or her life
on the ling, hence there is no
need to limit the coverage
of health insurance for the
armed forces.”

“Feople that have served
this country shouldn't be
paying for mamntaming their
health from their pockets.
"We have written to President
Bola Tinubu on the need to
remive Defence Health In-
surance [rom the National
Health Insurance Scheme
(NHIS).”

that ‘& member of a House
of Assembly shall vacate his
seat in the Hoose if .. (g) be-
ing a person whose election
to the House of Assembly
was sponsored by a political
Party, he becomes & mem-
ber of another political party
before the expiration of the
perod for which that House
was elected. .’

“Because of the above
constitutional provision and
is clear mterpretation by
the Supreme Court, the 27
defected members of the
Rivers State House of As-
sembly have vacated and lost
their seats, rights, privileges,
recogninion, and obligations
acerdable to members of the
Rivers State Houwse of As-
sembly,

“The FDP, therefore, de-
mands that the Speaker of
the Rivers State House As-
sembly immediately comply
with the provision of the
Constitution by declaring the
seats of the 27 former law-
makers vacant,"

He maintamned, “In view
of the vacancy now existing
in the 27 state constitluencies
in Rivers Stare, the PDP de-
mands that INEC should,
within the stipulated period
under the Constitution of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria,
1999 (as amended), conduct
fresh election o fill the va-
CANCIes.

“Our party cautions that
the former lawimakers should
stop parading themselves as
members of the Rivers State
House of Assembly as such
would amount to imperson-
ation with serious criminal
Consequences.’”

Tinubu finally directs Akeredolu
o transfer Power to Deputy

resident  Bola Tmu-

bu has directed ailing

Governor Rotimi Ak-
eredolu of Ondo State 1o
transfer power to his depury,
Lucly Advedatiwa. Howey-
er, the transfer of power waill
be done by electronic signa-
fure (e-signature) as the ail:
ing governor is oo weak to
sign any document.

Tinubu  reportedly  told
people at the meeting he had
summoned (o mesolve  the
leadership crisis in Ondo on
Muonday that Akeredolu was
incapacitated and could not
sign a lefter anymore,

It was reported that Presi-
dent Tinubu had summoned
the state deputy governor,
Adyedatiwa and  House of
Aszsembly Speaker, Olamide
Oladiji to Ase Villain Abuja
fior an urgent meeting slated
for Monday,

Sources had told newsmen
that Tinubu would ask that
the deputy governor should
be allowed o act as gover-
nor, o resolyve the leadership
crigis in the state. Monday's
Emergency: meeling was the
second one summoned by
the President to resolve the

leadership crisis m the state:

follpwing the governor's ab-
sence from office since July
2023, The meehng at the in-
stanc

e of Tinubu was due to
mounting pressure from the
civil society organisation
Take-It-Back, which had
threatened to  commence
mass protests across Ondo
State from Saturday, Decemn-
ber 16 to demand Akeredo-
Iu's resignation.

Apart from Alyedatiwa
and Cadiji, Akeredolu’s son,
Babajide, who was appoint-
ed by the governor m No-
vember 2021 as the Director

General of the Performance
and Project Implementation
Monitoring Unit, Office af
the Governor of Ondo State
(FPIMLD), was one of those
present at the meeting,

The senalor representing
Ondo South, Jimoh Thrahim,
was also present. Sources
told newsmen that it wias frst
agreed that the State House
of Assembly should mvoke
the doctrine of necessity 0
make Alyedatiwa the acting
governor, but some of those
present pleaded with Presi-
dent Tinubu that it weould hu-
miliate the ailing governor,

“During the meeting, it
was agreed that the State
House of Assembly should
mvake the doctring of neces-
sity and make Lucky Ayeda-
tiwa the Acting Governar,
but the Speaker and Senator
Jimoh [brahim pleaded that
the ailing governor would
be humuliated.” one of the
sources said.

“The son (Babapde) then
promised o go and obtain
his father's esignarure to pen
a letter to the State House of
Assembly, transferring power
to the deputy governor.”

Sources at the meeting
alsp discloged that someone
raised concern that since
there was already a case of
forgery established in han-
dling the affairs of the state,
it would not make sense
for power to be transterred
through such dubious means.

It was reported on Sunday
reported that a pro-democ-
racy organsation, Take-li-
Back Movement convened
by Omoyele Sowore would
organise a town hall meet-
mg in Akure on Samrday,
December 16 to call for Gov-
emor Akeredolu to resume
office or resign,

NAFDAC busts 240 shops manufacturing

fake wines, drugs in Aba market

ational  Agency  for
Food, Drugs Admin-
istration and Control

(MAFDAC), on  Tuesday,
called for the temporary shut-
down of Cemetery Market,
Aba, Abia State for proper
sanitization  following  the
huge discovery of take prod-
ucts manufacturing centres.

The raid which started
on Monday, continued on
Tuesday, NAFDAC intensi-
fied efforts to get the market
safe fmom fake, expired and
harmful products. Mr Mar-
tins lluyomade, Director of
NAFDAC South-East Zone
while addressing journalists
on Tuesday said that they got
information that something
was happening at the market,
did their background checks
and discovered that horren-
dous things were happening
there,

“What's happening  here
15 worse than Beko Har
am, We saw how too many
shops were converted into
manufacturing centres for all
manner of wines, expensive

drinks, and revalidation of
date for expired products

“We have the cooperation
of the state government and
so far we've discovered 240
shops used for this illegal
manufacturing of fake con-
sumables, About ten persons
have been arrested and the
arrest is stll ongeing. “What
we have moved out from
here, four trailérs cannot car-
ry it

It shows the extent we've
gone so badly as a country
and the extent of dangers
these people are creating,
“Wo wonder we have all
marnnets of health issues and
the funny thing is that we use
our mongy to buy this evil,
Cur DG is not leaving any
stone unturned n getting nd
of fake praducts in our mar-
ket,

"T will suggest that this
market be shut down for now
until we sanitize this market
for a while. We've written
to appropriate authortics to
that effect and we think it's
the right thing to do because

when people are around,
everywhere is rowdy” The
Coalition  of  South-East
Youth Leaders (COSEYL)
frowned at the development,
describing it as man's inhu-
manity to man, which it says
should not be treated with kid
gloves,

Comrade Goodluck Them,
Leader of COSEYL called
on the Mational Assembly to
tind a way to amend the con-
stitution to ensme that noth-
ing less than a capital pun-
ishment is inserted as a legal
consequence for producing
and marketing fake products

CHANGE OF NAME

CHANGE OF NAME

I, OKOLI CHINENYE
BLESSING, an adult, and
a native of Aguluzigho
Anaocha LGA of Anam-
bra State now wish to be
addressed as UDEGBE
CHINENYE BLESS-
ING. The General Public,
especially the United Bank
for Africa (UBA) for the
purposes of my Bank Ver-
ification Number should
take note,
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Off-cycle elections: Vote buying, violence remain sore

points

entre for  Democ-
racy and Develop-
ment (CDD),  said

vote buving and electoral
violence remained the sore
poinis in the Bayelsa, Imo
and Kog governorship elec-
tions,

Dr Jack Johnson, Mem-
ber of the CDD Election
Analysis  Centre  (CDD-
EAC) made this known in
Abua at a news conference
on the off-cycle clechons.
Jackson said that the CDD-
EAC, had been observing
the off-cycle elections m
Bavelsa, Imo and Kogi with
a deployment of over 150
fact-checkers and observers
in all three states, as wellasa
teamn of data clerks, review-
ers and apalysts in its simea-
tion room in Abuja. He said
that overall there

Was early commencement

CDD

of palls as well a5 the usage
of the Bimodal Voler Ac-
creditation System (BVAS),
however, there were several
reports about veter induce-
ment across all three states."

Observers reported  inci-
dents in PU 1, Ward 8§ and
PU 11, Ward | in Sagbama
LGA in Bavelsa West, “In
Bayelsa Central, vote trad-
ing was reported in PU 16,
Ward & m Yenegoa LGA
PU 22, Ward 13 in Southern
law LGA with reports of
voter inducements ranging
from N5 000 — N22,000, in-
cluding other items such as
WIApPpers.

“In PU 30 and 31, Ward
13, along with money, rice
was also shared to buy
votes." we are concerned
that there were allusions
that it might be linked to the
delayed Hood and subsidy

palliatives that state govern-
meints only started distribut-
ing two days ago."

Jackson said that CDD
observed that in Kogi, there
were reports of vote buying
in PUs (04, 038 and 039 in
Ward A of Lokoja LGA,
where party agents were al-
legedly sharing out money
to voters upon confirmation
that they voted for their par-
ty candidates,

He further sand that the
two major parties’ agents
were reported to have en-
gaged m vote buying, with
N2000 to N30 shared and
same at PU3 Mbutu Ward,
Aboh Mbaise LGA as well
as  PU1l, Civic Centre
Ward, Mbaitoli LGA. He
added that in PU 7, Central
School UmuNakaou Ehime
LGA, in Imo, there were re-
ports that INEC ad hoc stalff

Fu]]nwmgtt:men:demnﬁtinnnfmmchnum in Abule Ado area of Lagos State

Federal Housing

Fm,ﬁmnmrﬂuh:]ikumllze, CON, met with the Lagos State Governor, Babajide San-

Il

the

{FHA)}, the Senator representing Anambra South Senat Diis-
trict, D Patrick Ifeanyi Ubah CON and the Director-General of South-East Governors

wo-Olu at the State's Governor's I.milge, Asokoro, Abuja,

were  given monetary -
ducements by party olficials.

He said that incidents of
vote buving were concen-
trated  in  Mbaitoli-Ezini-
hitte, Orwerri West and MNia-
ba LGAs wirth the highest
number of collected PVCs
amongst the LGAs in the
state with 150,012 and
134,192 cards.”

Jackson said that regrer-
tably, electoral violence re-
mained a sore point i this
election, He added thar elec-
toral violence was reported
in Dekini LGA, specifically
m Apgala Ogane PU, Anyig-
ba town, a thug was report-
edly shot and killed by mili-
tary officials while fleeing in
an attempt to snatch a ballot
o,

“There was a similar at-
tempt in Ganaja PU, Ajao-

kuta LGA where the LGA
chair was apprehended by
voters. "In Yenagoa LGA,
observers reported that one
person was shot at Famghe
community and, in PU 24
Ward, voring ended abrupt-
ly when thugs destroved
election materials at about
11:45 am. “We note that
in these area polling units,
there was little or no pres-
ence of security officials.

“Similar mstances  were
reported in Brass PU 7
Ward 7, observers reported
that there were no security
agents as late as 10019 a.m.
in spite of wvoting having
started.” Jackson said CDD
also noted some election ir-
regularities as well as fake
NEWS,

He said thar days to the
election, it was consistently

claimed that the SDP candi-
date in Kogi, Murtala Aju-
ka, stepped down from the
race arid on the morndng of
the election, a False message
was: circulated that Ajaka
was disqualified because of
his running mate's certifi-
cate controversy,

He added that there was
a similar simation in Imo,
wherne a video was circulat-
ed that purportedly showed
the PDDPs candidate, Sam
Anyanwu, had stepped
down and endorsed the in-
cumbent governor of the
APC.

He, however, said that
the video was similarly de-
bunled but not before it had
been widely reported on
social media and on news
platiorms,

5 die in Anambra club shooting

he Police Command
in Anambra, has con-
firmed the killing of

five persons after Sunday's
shooting at a nightelub in
Oba in Idemili South Local
Government  Area (LGA)
of the state.

The state Commissioner
of Police Aderemi Adeoye,
said this when he spoke with
the News Agency of Nige-
ria on Tuesday in Awka.
Adeove said that the victims
meluded two members of
a local vigilance, a bouncer
and two fun seekers,

He said that the owner of
the club was also abducted

APC S’East Natl Vice Chairman describes
Uzodimma as man of grace

By lkenna Orioha

5 the Giwernor of
[mo State, Senator
ope  Uzodimma,

marked his 63th birthday an-
niversary on December 12,
2023, the South East APC
National Vice Chairman,
D ljeomah Arodiogbu, has
described the Governor as a
man of grace, posiang thar
the celebration was a glorious
event.

He said the Governor has
the prace of God havmg been
highty blessed, favoured and
nspired by God in all human
endeavors, saying his 8 vears
in the Senate and as Gover-
nor were designed and or-
dained by God. who he add-
ed crowns Kings,

In a char with our report-
er i Owerri on Tuesday,
the APC stalwart said the
Governor merits God's bliss
and strength  because  he

loves, peaceful, kind, calm,
easy-gong, prudent, tolerant,
thoughtful, genercus, diplo-
matic and democratic,
According ro the sound and
renowned medic, “Your Ex-
cellency, your 65th Birthday
Anmversary 15 & Jovous and
Fulfilled event because wyou
have been largely blessed and
favoured by God Almighty
given to your love, fairness,
goodness,  kindness, godli-
ness, poviality, calmness, lead-

Labour Party formed out of anger — Bode George
..Urges Peter Obi to return to PDP

chieftain of the Peo-
ples Pemocratic
- PP, Bode

George, said the Labour
Party, LP, was formed out of
anget, Due to this develop-
ment, George said LP lacked
the structure o win national
electons:

Addressing journalists, he
called on the 2023 LP presi-
dential cancicate, Peter Obi,
o return o the PDP Accord-

ing to George: “The Labour
Party doesni't have the roots.
I have craversed every state in
the country, there is nowhere
you will not know or hear
about our party, because it
carries the full colour of Ni-
geTa,

“The LP was a movement;
they don't have a solid root.
LP came oput of anger, it
doesn't have the kind of root
wee have, LPis a wind, Whete

was Obi? We can sill falk to
him, if he wants 0. “T have
no iota of tribalism in my
Blood. T stand 1o fight for in-
clusiveness for all Nigerans
in the political process of this
country and especially in this
party where some of us have
suffered great mjustice for the
fight of equity and justice for
all,

“As leaders of the party, we
st not pander towards eth-
nic affiliation because PDP is
the only tiue national party."

ership charisma, pragmatism
and dexterity,
Yiour Excellency, as we re-

joice with you, we submit and

pray that God Almighty who
kept and strengthened yvou to
witness another brighter year,
wonld sustain vou and direct
you posiovely as youn render
absolute governance 1o the
edification of Tmo State”,

Arodiogha howerver
pledged his continued unal-
loved support o the Gover-
nor as he works o the collec-
Hve success of the state.

by the attackers, Adeoye
described the incident as
unfortunate and vowed to
hunt down the perpetrators,
“We pot a distress call at
about 2a.m., Monday, the
DPO Oba Dhvision led po-
lice officers and members of
local vigilance group to the
scene, but the attackers had
already fed the scene.

"The police Rapid Re-
sponse Squad from Awkuzu
was on patrol m the area
from 6p.m., to mudnight be-
fore moving to other parts
of the state and the incident
happened after the team left
the area. "Five persons were
lalled, they include, two vig-
ilance group members, one
bouncer and rwo clubbers.

"The owner of the hotel
was abducted in the pro-
cess,” he said. Adeoye said
that the police had yel to
mmake arrest on the mcident,
adding thar irvestigations
had commenced to unravel
the attackers,

"We have seen a pattern;
the gang was responsible for
a similar incident where the
victim's body was dismem-
bered about two weeks ago
in Thiala, “We have an idea
of the axis they are operat-

— Police confirm

ing from, we are going to
crack them down, no arrest
has been made and mvesti-
gation is ongoing.

“Oba has always been a
flashpoint because of the
thriving nightlife, lots of ho-
tels and strategically located,
s0 we intend to deploy addi-
tionil assets and personnel to
that axis, especially this yule-
tide, to make sure criminals
do not make life miserable
for people,” he said.

"The decay in values is not
strange to the people but un-
fortunately, we have to live
with the consequences, this
15 one of the reasons why the
public enlightenment agen-
cies were created.

"Investigation has shown
that most of the money vou
see on display m might clubs
are not legitimately earned,
most are procecds of crime,
s we all have work to do, a
law enforcement agency, we
will continue to do our part,”

Mr  Chidozie  Nwangu,
a native doctor known as
‘Akwa okuko tiwara aki'
was kidnapped in his ho-
tel room in Oba in July in a
similar attack which resulted
in the klling of two security
puards,

Ohanaeze Nidigho Leadership appeals for Nnamdi Kanu Release

The apex [gho sodo-caltornl organisation;
(thanacee Mdigho has made a special appeal
liar the release of the leader of the Indigenous
People of Binfra, Mnamdi Kanu who has been
in the custody of the Department of State
Services [IM55) wince June NI A statement
by the President General, Obanaere Ndigho
Warldwide, Chiel’ Emmantie] Twusinyunw,
stnied that the colesss of Mo Kanu “doey
noi constitote any threat to our demecracy ar
social colesion and pesce.” Recalling that the
mrthldu.ﬂiunrd.ﬂrdth:rdmcnlflmq
the Igko leader sppealed to Fresident Bola
Tinubu to aasist in the relense of the Bisfra
agitotor, adding that his continmed
“incarceratinn of Kanu has created
unneceasary excuse fior lermorism in o region
which has hitherto Hved in peace and punmed
their occopation wherever they are with
pu.h:hlldl: feal."The Statement reasdsz] wani
an behalf of all Igbos worldwide 1o appeal to
the Fresident of the FederalRepubiic of
Nigeria, His Excelency, Sen. Ahmed
Timubru, GCFR to use his good office to direct
far the refease of $Moxi Nopndi Kana, Mued
Noamidi Kama's cose i well knowa to all

Kiinn il P gtk 0§t betict )

that the release of Nnamdi Kanu
does not constitie sy threst fo oor
demacracy or social cobesion amd
prace, Besides, o Migernan Coord has
passed o judgement directing thae
Maamdi Kang shoold be relesscd. Many
Migeriam fram the 36 Simtey nmd ji
hove also made sppeal I'lr]ﬁl!ﬂ!l:f:‘h
the President General of Uhanaeze
Mdigho and the Lender of Ighos
wordwide; I hrodght this matter op to o
joimt meeting of South Sewth, Sonth
West, Sauth East and Middie-Belt of
Migeria and they ananimonsly endorsed
thit Moamdi Kanu shoold be released. ]
berehy make 3 pamionate appeal to our
Iresident Sen. Bola Abmed Tinoba o
asxist to procore the relesse of Mard
Mnumdi Kano. This will be a highly
prized Christmus Gift to the Igboy of
Hiin'f.l uilﬂuﬂnmlu:hnlwhum
committed to a peaceful and secure
conntry, The incarceration of Kanu has
created nnaecessary excuse for terrorinm
i reglon which has hdtherta lived in

peace and porseed their ocoopation
wherever they are with pairiotic
sval, We recollect with sadness thai this
region was a theatee of war, The war
claimed the lives of many Migerinns, In
addition, businésses and criies
wrre t:-'mplcldy dnmﬂ 1970
when the war ended, the [ghos retumed
completely impoverisbed. ] wirns it all
parties should nvoid anything that coald
once again make lgboland o theatre of
war. | further advecate that in adidition
to the release of Noaomili Kano, the
Federal shaould adopt anon-
kinetic lmlhemﬁuﬂm
in the South Eastl, in cellabsration
with the Governon and other Loaders
in the Sooth East of Nigesis coll foc
ammesty 00 Lhose who it the moment are
expressing all forms of agitation in the
Svuth East; and that they will be given
opportonity to carn a dignified
livelihood, God blews and proted oor
President Sen. Holo Abmed Tinubu,
GUFRGod hless Federnl Bepablic of
INigeria.
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Customs begin probe of officer

demanding bribe at Lagos Airport

female officer of the Ni-
geria Customs  Service
MNCS) has been caught on

camera demandmg N5,000 bribe
from a passenger at the Murala
Mohammed International Adr-
port,

Online: reports that the officer
had insisted that she would collect
N5,000 from the man, who said
he would only give her N 1,000,

Reacting in a statement on
Tuesday, the NCS National Pub-
lie Reftations Offcer, Abdullahi
Maiwada, said the apency is dil-
igently mvestigating the incident
at Murtala Mohammed Interna-
tional Afrport in Lagos, “where
an officer was observed soliciting
N5,000 bribe from a passenger.”

Maiwada said this behaviour
“has rightfully raised public con-
cern, and we are commiited to en-
suring full accountability.”

According o him, the prelim-
inary investigation had revealed
that the incident transpired at the
new terminal, within the depar-
ture hall of the Murtald Moham-
med International Airport Lagos,
adding that it was captured on vid-
eo by the involved passenger.

“The recording reveils an -
appropriate request for N5,000 in
exchange for expedinous process-
ing of customs procedures,” he
confirmed

The statement read further: "“We
wish to confirm that the Officer
implicated is indeed a member
of the Nigeria Customs Service,
properly assigned to the Murtala
Mohammed lnernational Amrport
Arva Command.

“The NCS strongly condemns
this unprofessional conduct and is
dedicated to upholdmg the high-
est standards of professionalism.

A comprehensive investigation 1s
underway to scrutinize the ingi-
dent thoroughly, and appropriate
actions will be taken.

“Such behavior is entirely in-
consistent with the core values of
our service, and we are resolute in
maintaining a transparent and ac-
countable customs operation.

“We encourage passengers and
the public to report any instanc-
es of musconduct or cormuption
promptly. These reports are cru-
c1al i upholding the integrity of
our service and ensuring that of
ficers adhere to the highest ethical
standards.”

The PRO assured that the NC5
15 unwavering in its commitment
to fostering a culture of transpar-
ency and accountability.  “The
outeome of the nvestigation will
be communicated to the public at
the earliest opportunity,” he stated.

Oil theft: Navy arrests fake officer,
2 others in Rivers

he Nigerian Mavy said its
operalives  have  arrested

three suspects, including
an imposter who impersonated a
naval officer for allegedly issuing
forged documents 1o facilitate ille-
gal oil bunkering activities in Riv-
ers State

The Commander, NNS Path-
finder, Commodore Desmond
Igho, disclosed this while parad-
ing the suspecrs before newsmen
after which they were handed over
to the pohee n Port Harcourt on
Manday,

Commodore lgho said the sus-
pects were facilitatimg fake oil
approval for a vessel "MV Moth-
er Gabrini® when they were inter-
cepted on November 8, 2023, by
the Nigerian Navy Forward Oper-
ating Base in Bonny Island.

According to 1pbo, the crew pre-
sented a lake NNS Pathfinder oil
approval, and upon discovery, the
Base sprang into action [0 appre-
hend the persons involved in the
illicit act.

He disclosed that the suspects
were tratled and arrested in differ-
ent locations aker a one-week sus-
tained intelligence-led operation

He said amongst the arrested
suspects was an imposter who
impersonated naval personnel to
conduct tllegal escort and security
in events within Rivers State, say-
ing two camouflage uniforms and
other military gear were recovered
from his house.

Commodore lgho stated, “In
pursuance of the Chief of the Na-
val Staff strategic directive, NNS
Pathfinder has sustained its efforts

FIFA condemns attack on
Turkish referee

IFA chief Gianni Infantino
Fﬂn Tuesday, called the at-

tack on a Turkish football
referee by the president of top-
flight club Ankaragucu “totally
unacceptable”,

The Turkish football federation
suspended all leagues indefimte-
by after referee Halil Umut Mel-
er was punched by Ankaragueu

il

Infantino, FIFA Presidentl |

president Faruk Koca after Mon-
day's 1-1 draw with Caykur Riz-
ESpar.

Infantino condemned the al-
tack in a statement on sodial me-
dia,

"There is absolutely no place
for violence m football, on or off
the field.

“Events following the Turlish
Super Lig match between MEKE
Ankaragucu and Cavkur Riz-
espor are totally unacceptable
and have no place in our sport or
society.

"“Without match officials, there
1% no football.

"Referees, players, fans, and
staff have to be safe and secure to
enjoy the same, and I eall on the
relevant authorities to ensure that
this is strictly implemented and
respected at all levels,” Infantino
said.

at curbing crude o1l theft and ille-
gal bunkering.

“The sustamed eflort of the
Base has denied the criminal el-
ements freedom of action. As a
result, these criminal elements in-
volved in this economic sabolage
have resulted in & new tactic of
issuing forged documents to facili-
tate illegal bunkering activities.

“These three suspects were ar-
rested tor facilitaning a fake oil
approval for MV Mother Gabnini,
The vessel was arrested on #th
Novemnber, 20233 for suspected il-
legal bunkering activities by FOB
Bonny.

“During the prehminary invest-
gation, the crew presented a fake
NNES Pathlinder ol approval. Ac-
cordingly, the Base sprang into
action to apprehend the persons
involved in forging the Base oil
approval.”

Continuing, he said, "'The sus-
pects before were trailed and
arrested in different locations af-
ter a one-week sustamed intelli-
gence-led operanion,

“Tt 18 pertment to state that
one of the suspects, Mr Williams
Nweale is also an mpostor, He
impersonates naval personnel to
conduct itlegal escort and secunty
in events within Rivers State, Two
Camouflage unifrms and other
military uniform items weré re-
covered from his house.”

lgbo warns oil thieves and oth-
er ctiminals within the State o
change thew ways, saving the Base
will stop at nothing o ensure that
they are arrested and prosecured

He also advised residents to con-
tinue (o support the Base by pro-
viding useful mformation about
criminal activities around them.

Speaking after receiving the sus-
pects, the Divisional Police Officer
of Rumuelumini Division, CSP
Olufimke Opayerms, assured that
he will continue the investigation,
saying upon conclusion the sus-
pects will be charged in court.

Nigerian Customs Servicecs officers.

llegal Bunkering: NSCDC

apprehends suspects, recovers
stolen crude in Imo

he MNigera Security and
Civil  Defence  Corps
{MNSCDC) has apprehended

five suspected oil bunkerers and
impounded four vehicles in con-
nection with the arrests, in Imo,

The Commandant of the
NSCD(C in Imo, Marthew Ovye,
disclosed this while parading the
suspects in Owerrd, on Tuesday,
About 30,000 lnres of Automo-
tive Gas Oil (diesel) were also re-
covered from the suspects,

Owye said four suspects and ve-
hicles were arrested during an op-
eration conducted by the Special
Intelligence Squad of the corps’
Commandant-General, Abhmed
Audi, on December 8, following
g tip-0ff, He added that one more
suspect and a vehicle were further
arrested by the anti-vandal team
of the NSCDC in Imo at 4:00 AM
on Monday, December 11,

According to him, the suspects
were arrested at the Abachele
and Agwa communities of the
Chaji-Egbema and Ogota Local
Government Areas of the stare re-

spectively,

The commandant further said
the command has largely decimat-
ed the actvites of vandals m the
state and would not rest on its pars
until they are reduced to the barest
minimiim,

“In the past, they used to move
with trucks but now they use salon
cars and smaller vehicles, mean-
ing that we have really decimated
them and they are now in hiding.

“With the C-G's combined
team and holistic synergy with
sister agencies, we'll mip this in the
hud", he said. He, however, said
that the suspects will be prosecut-
ed after investigations,

He called on Imo residents to
report suspected crimes to se-
curity agencies to enable them
protect the lives and property of
Nigerians. One of the suspects,
Mr Kingsley MNgwoli of the Oha-
ji-Egbema LGA, said he bought
the petroleum  product  along
Abacheke Road, Oputa, withow
knowing that it was the product of
illegal bunkering,

Four suspected criminals arrested,

pistol recovered in Enugu

nugu  State  Police Com-
Em.anci has said, in the las

two weeks, it arrested four
suspected criminals and recovered
locally fabricated mms and ammu-
mtion, The command also revealed
that it recovered ATM cands used
by criminals 1w defraud bank cus-
tomers whose genuine cards must
have been swapped.

The spokesperson of the com-
mand, DSP Daniel Ndukwe, said
operatives fotled a robbery attempt
in the state capital on December 7,
when they armested a 2%year-pid
male suspect and recovered one lo-
cally made prstol, while his accom-
plices fled the seene. He =aid on
November 26, operatives arresied
a 26-vear-old male, also in the state
capital, and recovered a locally fab-
neated double-barreled pistal.

In a related development, oper-
gtives on routing stop-and-search
duty, along the Enugu-Onitsha
expressway, arrested a 22-year-pld
male, who had two Hve carttidges
on him.

Mdulowe said Rirther that oper-
atives, in comjunction with secur-
ty puards at a commercial bank,

arrested 4 26-vear-old male in the
state capital on Dedember 6, for
swapping the ATM cards of hank
CUSEOTHETS,

“Several ATM cards bearing dif-
ferent names were recovered from
him. He confessed he had engaged
in ATM swapping for some time
His gang members, however, es-
caped.”

He added that Commissioner
of Police-in Enugu State, Kanayo
Uzueghu, reaffirmed commitment
of the police to maintain security,
law and order, especially during
Yuletide,

“The commissioner enjoins citi-
zens to remain law-abiding, be vig-
ilant, and continue to support the
police with information to nd the
state of crminals,” Ndukwe said,
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BIOMETRIC TECHNOLOGY IN EVERYDAY LIFE:

AND PRIVAGY

By Ulysses C. Ebizie & Dr Mrs Ijeoma Emeagi (Nee Agwamba) (FNCS)

These days, biometric technology has become a seamless
part of our evervday existence, changing the way we
interact with the digital world. These technological
advances, which range from the widely used fingerprint
and face recognition systems to the complex world of
voice verification, present both enormous hurdles and
unmatched convenience. This paper mnvestigates the
growing significance of biometric technology, exploring
its uses, praising its advantages, and critically analyzing
theissues surrounding its widespread mncorporation.
Facial recognition technology is proof of the amazing
progress that has been made in the field of identifying
technology. This biometric modality 1s widely accepted
and adopted because it makes it simple for people to
verify their identification with a quick glimpse, which is
wseful for both protecting equipment and accessing
sensitive locations.

Similar to this, Angerprint scanning has developed into
one of the mainstays of security for personal devices.
Because of its correctness and dependability, it has
established itself as a reliable and effective way to protect
sensitive data, make payments, and secure cellphones,
simplifying and strengthening day-to-day interactions
with technology.

A relatively new but quickly expanding aspect of
biometric technology is voice authentication, which adds
a unique security layer. This modality, which presents a
strong barrier to illegal access, improves safe access to
apps and services by utilizing the uniqueness of each
individual's voiceprint.

Benefits of Biometric Technology

There are numerous intrinsic benefits to biometric
technology. The most important of these is the increased
security it provides, By their very nature, biometric
authentication technigues are safer than password-based
systems and greatly reduce the possibility of unwanted
ACCESS,

Biometric authentication is efficient and convenient,
providing a seamless user experience, The need to
memorize complicated passwords disappears when
using touch, glance, or voice commands to unlock
devices, make payments, Or geLaccess Lo SeCure areas.
Furthermore, there has been a noticeable decline in fraud
as a result of the biometrics integration, The difficulty of
reproducing biometric data serves as a strong barrier
against identity theft and unauthorized access in
financial transactions and identity verification,

But there are also practical and ethical issues with this
technological advancement. The possibility of privacy
violation is the most pressing of these worries. Sensitive
biometric data collection and storage raises important
concerns about usage, sharng policies, and security
measures against unwanted access,

The issue of security vulnerabilities is also quite
important. Although biometric technology is generally
safe, because biometric identifiers are irreversible, there is
always a risk of data breaches and manipulations, For
this reason, strict cybersecurity measures Are Necessary.
The terrain is made moreé complex by ethical
considerations. The use of biometrces in surveillance
systems in public areas has sparked discussions over
tracking, consent, and the misuse of biometric data. It
becomes imperative to strike a balance bétween the
benefits of technology advancement and the protection

of individual rights,

Privacy Concerns

Because biometric technology collects and uses
personal data, there are a number of privacy problems
related to it. Biometric data presents a persistent risk
once compromised, unlike passwords that are
changeable. Critics contend that the increasing use of
face recognition technology, in particular, casts doubt
on the concept of privacy in public areas by raising the
possibility of ongoing surveillance. The use of facial
recognition technology by public and private
organizations has drawn criticism for perhaps violating
people’s rights to privacy and freedom of movement.
Furthermore, worries regarding data sovereignty and
possible exploitation are raised by the sharing of
biometric data across borders and among different
entities. In a wotld when corporations operate across
borders and are internationally interconnected, creating
a comprehensive framework that protects personal
privacy rights while promoting technological
innovation is a difficult task.

Legislators and IT developers need to work together (o
create strong legal frameworks and ethical standards for
the gathering, storing, and use of biometric data in order
to allay these worries. Clear procedures outlining the
processing, storage, and sharing of biometric data can
foster public confidence and allay privacy concerns.

Security Vulnerabilities and Mitigations

Despite being praised for its security features, biometric
technology is not immune to cyberattacks. I security
faws are taken advantage of, they may allow for illegal
access or improper use of biometric information,
Concerns include everything from the possibility of
centralized database hacking to the use of advanced
methods, like deepfake assaults, to manipulate
biometric systems,

It 15 essential that cybersecurity measures continue (o
evolve in order to address these vulnerabilities. Strong
encryption techniques, safe storage practices, and
frequent security audits can all greatly improve
biometric systems’ resistance (o cyberattacks. Large-
scale data breaches can also be reduced by the creation
of decentralized biometric authentication systems, in
which biometric data is kept locally on devices rather
thanina centralized database.

Furthermore, through spotting and stopping unusual
patterns or attempted breaches, the incorporation of
artificial intelligence (AI) and machine learning
algorithms into biometric systems can strengthen
security, The continual endeavor to remain ahead of
changing cyber threats necessitates the implementation
of both adaptive security solutions and continuous

monitoring,

Ethical Considerations in Biometrics

Beyond privacy and security issues, biometric
technology raises greater ethical issues with regard 1o
societal ramifications. Concerns concerning the fair and
appropriate use of biometric technology are raised by
their growing prevalence,

The possibility of bias in biometric systems, especially
in facial recognition technologies, is an important
ethical problem. Research has demonstrated that racial
and pender bias is present in several face recognition
algorithms, which causes increased error rates for

ey

particular demographic groups. When implementing

biometric technologies in law enforcement, recruiting
procedures, or other crucial sectors, this raises worries about
discriminatory behaviors and the reinforcing of preexisting
societal biases.

Diversity and inclusion must be given top priority in the
development and testing of biometric algorithms in order to
overcome these problems. The correct application of
biometric technology should be guided by ethical
frameworks to make sure that it doesn't unintentionally
reinforee or worsen social injustices,

Furthermore, a key component of the moral application of
biometrics 15 consent. People ought to be able to decide for
themselves how their biometric information is gathered,
kept, and unilized. Maintaining individual rights and choices
requires both education on the implications of biometric
technologies and clear and informed consent methods.

Finding Harmony in Innovation and Privacy

Finally, the integration of biometric technologies into daily
life is a trend that is here to stay. [ts advantages in terms of
ease and security are indisputable However, a precise
balance needs to be kept in order to completely reap these
benefits. The appropriate development and implementation
of biometric technology should be guided by strong
legislation, clear policies, and a continuous ethical dialogue
to ensure that its widespread use 15 consistent with societal
values and upholds the rights of individuals to privacy.

To fully utilize biometric technology in our daily lives, we
will need to develop extensive regulatory frameworks and
maintain an unflinching commitment to ethical norms as we
traverse this ever-changing landscape. Policymakers,
technology developers, and the general public must work
together to create a future where the advantages of
biometrics are realized while upholding people's
fundamental nights and dignity. This entails striking a
balance between innovation and privacy. This cooperative
approach will be crucial in creating a society where
advancements in technology are eguated with moral
responsibility and the welfare of the community, despite
constantly changing problems,

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The article expertly navigates the impact of biometric
technology, emphasizing the delicate balance between
innovation and privacy. It calls for a collaborative approach,
urging legislators and technology developers to establish
robust legal frameworks and ethical standards. The article
highlights the urgency of addressing biases in biometrc
systems and emphasizes the need for continuous dialogue to
ensure technological progress aligns with societal values
Moving forward, proactive measures, transparent policies,
and a commitment to ethical norms will be crucial to create a
future where the benefits of biometrics are realized while
upholding individual rights and dignity.
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Osimhen breaks 24-yr jinx, claims CAF POTY

award ... Hails Amuneke after winning CAF player of the year award

uper Eagles and Napoli strik-
Sc: Victor Osimhen as well as

Super Falocons forward Asisat
Oshoala won big ar the 2023 CAF
Awards, sweeping the men and
women's player of the year awards
for Migeria at the Palais des Congrés
in Matrakech, Morocco on Mon-
day,

It's the first nme one country will
produce winners of both awards.

Osimhen was named the winner
of the CAF Plaver of The Year
Award, becoming the first Niger-
an to win the award since MNwank-
wo Kanu in 1999, just as Oshpala
claimed a record-extending sixth
Women's Flayver of The Year as the
most successfol women's player
Alrica

Osimhen and Oshoala’s triumphs
capped a brillant night for Migeria
after Super Falcons goalkesper Chi-
amaka Nnadozie won the women's
Goalkeeper of The Year, while the
Falcons were also named the Wom-
en'’s Team of The Year.

The only upset for Nigeria on the
night was Super Faleons Deborah
Abiodun losing the Women's Young
Player of The Year award to Moroc-
oo and Lille defender Nesryvne El
Chad. Metz and Sengela's Lamine

Camara won the men's category.

The honours were decided baged
on votes by media representatives,
coaches and captains of natonal
[Eams

After reclaiming the CAF Wom-
erd Chammons League for ther
second title in the three vears of the
competition, Mamelodi Sundowns
were named the Women's Club of
The Year, while Al Ahly also won
the men's category as a reward for
winning a recard-extendmg  11th
CAF Champions League title in
June,

Acanwhile, the 2023 Africa Men's
Player of the Year, Vicior Osimhen,
has hailed MNigerian legend, Emma-
nuel Amunike, who tutored him as
a U-17 player and paved the way for
his illustrious career,

(simhen thanked Amunike, his
mentor, for playing a pivotal role in
shaping his career, He said, "Good
evening ladies and gemtlemen. Farst
of all, | wani to say thank you God
for everything,

Special thanks goes to Emmanue|
Amuncke. Without him, | don't
think T would he standing in front
of you guys holding one of the most
prestigious awirds in world football.
It's a dream come true for me."

... As Tinubu, Obi, lauds Osimhen,

Oshoala, others on African Players award

PRSIl DOE ) e (s Lo
-I:)grdlulutud MNigerfa's Super Ea-

gles forward, Victor Osimben,
on winning the CAF 2023 Men's Play-
erof the Year award.

Thinubu also celebrared the réemarka-
ble achievements ol Asisat Osheala of
Migeria’s Super Falcons, who clinched
the 2023 CAF Women's Player of The
Year for the sixth time, and Chiama-
ka Nnadozie, who was awarded the
Woman Gealkeeper of the Year, as
well as the Super Falcons for emeroing
the Women's Mational Team of the
Year,

This commendation was contained
in a statement signed by the Special
Adviser to the President on Media and
Publicity, Ajunn Ngetale on Tuesday.
He commended the plavers for ther
ouistandimg,  performances on both
national and international stages, de-
scribing thermn as sources of pride to the
nation and an inspiration for aspiring
footballers across the confinent.

He stated, "Watching the great am-
bazsadors of Nigeria stand atop the po-
dium as the African Foothallers of the
Year, i the men and women catego-
nes, om Monday might m Mamalkesh,
Marocon, hes strengthened our belief
that with hard work, perseverance,
and the help of God, everything this
nation needs for greatness s within us
and available o us. T commend Vic-
tor and Asisat for not forgetting their
oot and davs of humble beginnings
in the game they love so much and for
acknowledging the mole of ndigenous
caches in shaping their careers.

"1 join all Nigertan fans in praying
that this well-deserved honour will be

the beginning of a continued journey
filled with success, triumphs, and
the mlfillment of all your footballng
dreams.”

Also, the Labour Party presiden-
tial candidate, Peter Obi, has con-
grafulated Victor Osimhben and Asi-
sat Oshoala on their emeérpence as
the 2023 African Plavers of the Year,
m the men and women categories
respectively, The former Anambra
State Governor also celebrated Chi-
amaka MNnoadozie who bagped the
2023 Confederation of African Foot-
ball Women's Croatkeeper, and the
Nigerian Female football team.

In & series of tweets on his X han-
dle on Tuesday |, Obi wrote, " T like
to join all other sports lovers in the
country to simcerely congratulate the
Nigeria duo of Victor Osimhen and
Asisal Oshoala for emerging Aftican
Players of the Year, m the men and
women categories respectively this
yoar,

“1 also celebrate. Nadozie Chiam-
aka who won the 2023 CAF Wom-
en's (oalkeeper of the Year award
and our Nigenan female football
team, Super Falcons, who won the
2023 CAF award for the Nanonal
Team of the Year ""We are all proud
of their awards, which bear witness
to their innate talents, passions for
growth, and determination for suc
cess. "My sincere desire is that every
Migenan youth will have the needed
enablement to explore and develop
their talents, ard skills and Ive o
fulfill ther dreams, and by so domg,
help o contnbute to the develop-
ment of our nation.™
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Fans congratulate Falcons for Team of the

igeran fans have taken to
social media w praise the
Super Falcons after they

were named the Women's Team of
the Year at the CAF 2023 Awards
off the back of an impressive show
ing at the Women's World Cup on
Monday,

Migena's brave ladies bowed out
of the competition in the round of
16 after losing 1o England on penal-
fies affer normal and extra ntme end-
ed barren, The Super Faleons ended
their Mundial campaign withow
losing any match in regulanon time
and they were the only undefeated
African national, Thev did not lose
a match in their three group B games
as they drew Olympic champions
Canady, shock co-hosts Australia,
and settded for a pomt against the
Republic of lreland.

After they were announced win-
ners, Nigerans took to soceal med:a
platform X to praise the Faloons,

Akpati Nshiegbe 15 of the opinion
that the Falcons were clear winners
and unmatched by othér African
teams. “There is actually no match
Your World Cup display was what
no Adndan country can match easi-
Iy," Mshieghe wrote

Mernick Olu believed the honour
was well deserved following their
achievements in the fime under
review,  Another Migerian Mark
U'mah echoed s senbiments wit-

ing, "Wl deserved, unbeaten at the
World Cup.”

Serene Smart congratulated the
plavers, “"Congratulabons o our
great women,”" More fans congrat-
ulated the Falcoms with @ Offixial
Savior writing, “Congratulations,
the ladies making us proud.” Ags-
tha Atagher also wrote, “Congratu-
lations, girls. Always rooting for vou
all.”

Another fan, Babawale Aduroja
stated, “Congratulations Super Fal-
cons of Nigeria are the Team of the
Year" Another fan with the user-
name, (odynivi was disappointed
that MFF President Musa Gusau
picked up the award tor the Falcons
mstead of allowing one of the play-
ers present to do so

“But why did the Chairman rob
the ladwes the privilege to receive
their hard earn award, Onome,
Mnadome, Oshoala, Aodun were
present for GOD sake. Despite all

S.:i'pi:r Falcons

y father didn’t wan
me to play football
— Nnadozie

inner of the 2023 CAF

Women's Gaalkeeper of

The Year award Chiam-
aka Nnadozie revealed her father
didn’t support her football career
when she started, PUNCH Sporss
Extra reports. Nnadoze said this
on the podium after recenving her
award at the ceremony in Mar-
rakech, Morocco.

The Pans FC poalkeeper won
ahead of Morocoo's Khadija Er-
Rmichi and South Amca’s Andile
Dilarning. "1 just want to use this
great opporiunity to say o very great
thank you to the organisers and also
for remembenng the female poal-
keeper this vear™ she said. *'[ also
want to say a very big thank you to
the Nigerian football president for
everything he has done in the MNi-
gerian league and female football.
I am a product of Nigeran female
toothall.

“Also, thank you to my ¢lub, Parns
FC faor all the encouragement and
thanks 1o evervone who vored fon
meand who nominated me.

“And 1o all the voung girls who
grew up in Africa, dreaming of
becoming footballers one day—be-
ligve me, dreams do come troe.

"My Dad never wanted me to
play, but I am sure he i5 going fo
see this tonight and he 8 poing to
be happy. “Keep dreaming; keep
working hard. Thank wou.”

Nnadozie, however, missed out
on the CAF Women's X1 to South
Afiica’s Andile Dlamini,

The 23-year-old was instrumental
to Migera's spirited run-at the last
FIFA Women's World Cup in Aus-
tralia and MNew Zealand, helping
the Super Falcons reach the round
of 16 before they were knocked ot
by England on penalties. At club
level, she was alzo prolific berween
the sticks for Paris FC, guiding them
to the group stages of the Women's
Champions League with her penal-
Iy shootout saves, She began her ca-
reer at Rivers Angels m Migera be-
fore joining the French club m 2020,
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Otti signs GADA bill into law

By Edwin Clark

rgent need to resolve Ondo political

mmpasse. Dear Mr. President, My

letter may come Lo you as a surprise
because [ am not from the South-West geo-
political zone, Ondo State in particular. But
as a senior citizen of our dear country, 1
sincerely believe that we have a duty to give
you support and advice in all ramifications,
particularly in solving the msecurity issues
facing the country, and anything that can
escalate it, in all parts, especially in the
Morth-West. Every effort, should, therefore,
be made, in this regard, to avert any crisis in
any part of the country.

The on-going impasse in Ondo State can be
likened to what happened when our dear
late President, Umarn Musa Yar'Adua, was
very ill, and did not transmst a letter to the
MNational Assembly in accordance with
Section 145 of the 1999 Constitution, to
enable the then Vice President, Dr
Goodluck Ebele Jonathan to act as
president. | wish to recall that during the
time, the nation was almost grinding to a
halt because there was no one
administratively in charge of the affairs of
the country, Various groups such as the Save
Nigeria Group, led by Pastor Tunde Bakare
and Nobel Laureate Prof. Wole Soyinka,
sacio-cultural organisations, ethnie
organisations including some northern
group, the South-Western group led by
Bishop Emmanuel Gbonigi, the Ohanaeze
Mdi-Igbo, ete, rose up to protest in Lagos and
Abuja. It was as though the nation was
rudderless. It was at this stage that former
Head of State, General Yakubu Gowon,
rose up to the occasion when he summoned
a meeting of some persons comprising late
President Shehu Shagan, late Interim Head
of State, Ernest Shonekan, late Dr. Alex
Ekwueme, one time Vice President of the
country, three former Chief Justices of
Migeria namely Alfa Belgore, Mohammed
Uwais and Idris Legbo Kutpt. Others
included Lt. Gen. T Y. Danjuma, rtd, late
Mallam Adamu Ciroma, late Alhaji Ahmed
Joda, late Chief Solomon Lar and myself,
Prof. Jerry Gana and Senator Jonathan
Zwingina served as Secretaries The meeting
was held at the ECOWAS Seeretariat in
Abuja. This group became known as the
Eminent persons Group. At the meeting,
Justice Alfa Belgore came up with the idea
of Doctrine of Necessity in order to solve the
constitutional logjam the nation was facing.
He explained to the group what the doctrnine
means, and we whole heartedly accepted it
as the only panacea to the problem, General
Yakubu Gowon then delegated a committee
of 5 persons led by late President Shehu
Shagari because he had an international
assignment to attend to outside the country.
The delegation submitted the letter
containing the suggestion to the NASS and

E e

the then Vice President. The Senate under
the leadership of David Mark, as Senate
President acted on the supgestion of the
eminent persons group and declared Dr
Goodluck Jonathan, Acting President under
the Doctrine of Necessity on 9th February,
2010. The House of Representatives
followed suit by also adopting the Doctrine
of Mecessity, On 10th February, 2010, Dr.
Goodluck Ebele Jonathan was declared
Acting President. At this time, our dear
President Umaru Musa Yar'Adua was still at
Saudi Arabia receiving medical treatment,
On 24th February, 2010, President
Yar'Adua was brought back to the country
under the cover of darkness, sull very ill, and
taken to the Villa, unknown to the Acting
President. However, while President
Yar'Adua was at the Villa “recuperating”,
Dr. Jonathan continued to act as the
President of the country. Unfortunately,
President Yar'Adua could not make it He
died on 5th May, 2010, On 6th May, 2010,
Dir. Jonathan was sworn in as President and
Commander- In-Chief of the Armed Forces,
Federal Republic of Nigeria, in accordance
with constitutional provisions.

Today, we are again faced with a
Constitutional debacle. First of all, I wish to
thank Mr President for your intervention
into the Ondo State crisis, both as President
of the country and as leader of your political
party, the APC, in the manner you handled
the matter. Your Excellency attempted to be
fair and just to all parties concerned, viz, the
Legislature, the executive and the entire
Ondo people, when at the end of the
marathon meeting you held with them, and
where every body bared their mind, you
directed that: All partes should work
together; That the ailing Governor of the
State, Qluwarotimi Akeredolu should
remain in office, while the Deputy

OPEN lE'ITEH 10 PRESIDENT TINUBU

Governor, Lucky Aiyedatiwa, retaining his
position, should preside over the executive,
That status quo should remain and no
member of the Executive should be sacked
That the Deputy Governor should withdraw
his case against the Speaker and the
members of the State House of Assembly,
That the Legislative arm should also
abandon their decision to impeach the
Deputy Governor, and should also
withdraw all actions they previously took to
counter the Deputy Governor's action in the
State capital Akure,

However, what 15 confusing to some of us, is
how the Speaker of the House of Assembly
told his members that the Deputy Governor
15 to sign an unwritten resignation letter,
without stating what should give rise or what
gave rise to that action, And whether the
Speaker has the powers to direct such
resignation.

Mr. President I think there is need to act fast
because we have seen that despite your good
intentions, the ecrisis i brewing much
tension rather than abating. There is a
growing agitation for and against each of the
parties. I histened to the argument of
Barrister Kayode Ajulo, SAN, saying that
whatever action that took place at the Villa,
was unconstitutional and that there was
enough provision in the Constitution to
resolve the crsis. He went further to talk
about the mability of Governor Rotimi
Akeredolu, whom he described as s friend,
to perform his duties as Governor of the
State whilst recuperating in his personal
house in Ibadan, Oyo State. He went further
to state that the signature on the memo
allegedly sent to Governor Akeredolu was
forged, as he said he is very conversant with
the Governor's signature. He in fact
supgested that the signature should be
subjected to a forensic examination. [ also
read at Page 6 of Saturday 6th December,
2023, Vanguard Newspaper, a report written
by the Ondo State Commussioner for Energy
and Mineral Resources to the Deputy
Governor of the State titled: “Forgery of Mr.
Governor's Signature on official
document”, to the Deputy Governor, stating
that the Governor Akeredolu's signature on
the document is forged. He said: “Iwrite to
bring to your attention a critical matter that
requires immediate action. It has been
confirmed that the signature of Mr
Governor on a certain document has been
forged.

“The irregularities in the signature were first
observed when a file from my ministry was
returned through the office of the Secretary
to the State Government (38G), This is the
only file that has been returned so far out of
the five files that were sent for Mr
Governor's approval about two months
ago." But the Ondo State Commissioner of
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Information and Orientation, Mrs.
Bamidele Ademola-Olateju, featuring on
the Arise television, debunked Barr. Kayode
Ajulo, SAN's claims. She said the
Governor's signature was not forged. She
said “MNobody forges the signature of Mr
Governor. As of today, we have to work for
the progress of the state, Those mischief
makers should desist from doing s0. “The
State Attorney General, Mr, Charles
Titiloye, speaking in the Punch Newspaper
aof Sth December, 2023, also stated that the
Governor's signature was not forged,
describing the “claims as baseless".

Like I stated earlier, this matter is building
up tension. [t is, therefore, my opinion that
Mr. President as leader of his ruling APC
political party, may want to amend his
carlier terms of settlernent. And since there
15 no constitutional provision for such
quagmire, because under Secoon 3 (2) of the
Constitution, the State Governments arc
autonomous and are not subsidiaries of the
central government, They are fully in charge
of their State. It is only National Assembly
that is empowered to do so under Chapter 1,
Part 2, Section 4 Legislative Power which
states that: The National Assembly shall
have power to make laws for the peace, order
and good government of the Federation or
any part thereof with respect to any matter
included in the Exclusive Legislative List set
out in Part 1 of the Second Schedule to this
Constitution. The power of the Manonal
Assembly to make laws for the peace, order
and good povernment of the Federation
with respect to any matter included in the
Exclusive List shall, save as otherwise
provided in this Constitution, be to the
exclusion of the Houses of Assembly.

Let me add that beyond any constitutional
provision and your leadership of your
political party, the APC, it is Your
Excellency's moral obligation as father of
the country to use vour good office to
mitervene and resolve all manner of political
crisis-around the country. The action of the
Ondo State House of Assembly by going to
court to prevent the National Assembly from
interfering in the matters of the State House
of Assembly 15 also escalating the issues,
Every facet of Ondo State is currently
sharply divided; the executive and legislative
arms all have people either supporting the
Governor or the Deputy Governor Finally,
Mr. President, I wish to state that we have
enough msecurity m the country, which has
largely stretched our secunty forces. This is
why you must urgently and firmly act in the
current situation in Ondo State, under a
doctrine of necessity. And if I may add, also
in Ravers State, for which I will be addressing
a separate letter to you in the next few days. 1
will continue to pray for your well being and
SUCCEES,
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