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Time for Ajaero to put a stop to Imo
politically motivated strike - Imo govt 
By Grace Ofurum

F
ollowing the strike ac-
tion embarked upon 
by the Nigeria Labour 

Congress initiated by the 
NLC President, Comrade 
Joe Ajaero, The  Imo state 
government has said that no-
time is better suited for the 
President of  the Nigerian 
Labour Congress, to end the 
strike he instigated in Imo 
State that has lasted for five 
days than now.

The government in a press 
statement acknowledges that 
due to the industrial action 
which it termed   illegal strike 
initiated by the President of 
NLC, Comrade Ajaero has 
plunge the whole State into a 
black out and has aggravated 

the headship already expe-
rienced by the masses in the 
entire State.

The Commissioner for 
Information and Strategy, 
Declan Mbadiwe Emelum-
ba, said in a statement he 
released on Monday in Imo, 
“if  Ajaero has conscience, the 
best time to call off  the strike 
is now”.

The commissioner’s state-
ment reads

“First, he unilaterally de-
clared strike on behalf  of 
Imo workers beginning from 
Wednesday March 8, 2023, 
claiming that the workers 
were beaten and wounded, 
during their botched  Con -
gress of  the previous day. 

“There was no iota of  ev-
idence  to prove the allega-

tion . On the basis of  this 
unfounded allegation, he set 
up a Caretaker Committee 
for the State NLC two  hours 
after the Congress, on the 
same Tuesday, without due 
process. Imo workers ignored 
the strike and  in fact made it 
clear to him that they had no 
issues with the government 
and that they were rather 
happy with the government. 
The workers have continued 
to report to work since then.

“As we all know, it is the 
right of  workers to declare a 
trade dispute with their em-
ployers when they have out-
standing issues, such as wages 
etc.

“But in the case of  Imo 
State, prior to the unilater-
al declaration of  the strike 

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

D
ivine Mandate 
Campaign Council 
in Ebonyi State has 

decried the spate of  killings 
of  its supporters in Ebonyi 
State.

The Director, Directorate 
of  Information of  the Cam-
paign Council, Barrister 
Uchenna Orji, disclosed this 
during a press conference 
at the campaign office of 
the governorship candidate 
of  the party, Chief  Francis 
Nwifuru, in Abakaliki.  

He maintained that the 
killings were politically 
motivated aimed at under-
mining the APC ahead of 
March 18, governorship and 
state Assembly elections

He said: “As the tempo of 
political activities is rising 
ahead of  the March 18th, 
2023 Governorship and the 
State House of  Assembly 
Elections, we are mindful of 
the growing tensions gener-
ated by a few desperate op-
position elements and their 
Governorship candidates 
who are frustrated by the 
turn of  event and have re-
sorted to raising dusts, insti-
gating tensions and creating 
insecurity in some parts of 
the State. We have it on good 
authority that the opposition 
elements particularly APGA 
and PDP, having seen their 
imminent disgraceful fail-
ure in the coming election 
of  18th March, 2023, are 
doing everything possible 
to charge the atmosphere 
and distort the peace and 
security enjoyed in the State 
before, during and after the 
elections”. 

“We therefore warn that 
these enemies of  the State 
be called to order by secu-
rity agencies. The killing of 
one of  the finest Tradition-
al Rulers who was until his 
death, the Chairman of  the 
Traditional Rulers Council 
in Ezza North, His Royal 
Highness, Eze Igboke Ewa 
by gunmen suspected to be 
working for the Governor-
ship Candidate of  APGA 
is one of  the recent unpro-
voked attacks that were met-
ed against our people for no 
just cause”. 

“We understand that 
some culprits have been ar-
rested and they have made 
confessional statements and 
yet, their sponsors are still 
moving freely and raining 
fire and brimstone against 
authorities”. 

“ We also have a case of 
attack at Ezzagu Commu-
nity in Ishielu LGA on the 
18/02/2023 during the APC 
political rally where gun 
men made their way to the 
venue and started shooting 
sporadically, leading to the 
death of  Mr. Emeka Nwau-
sulor Enyiukpo and two oth-
ers who were seriously in-
jured by their gunshot - Mr. 
Chinedu Abel Anyalagu and 
Mr. Orugbala Chukwudi. 
Also on the 22nd February, 
2023, there was also another 
attack at Ohofia and Agba 
in Ezekoma Development 
Centre of  Ishielu Local 
Government Area, where 
one Mr. Monday Idoko and 
Festus were also shot dead 
by unknown gun men”.

“Just yesterday, 12th 
March, 2023, an APC 
member and Councilor of 
Achara Ward 2 in Okposi, 

Ohaozara Local Govern-
ment Area, Hon Ogbon-
naya Ugwu (SPACO) was 
gruesomely murdered and 
set ablaze in his car. There 
was also an attack on the 
Commander of  Neighbor-
hood Watch, Mr. Dickson 
Solomon on same Saturday 
last week wherein rains of  
bullets were thrown at him 
and God rescued him as 
he tells his ordeals. We also 
heard of  the ugly incident 
that happened a night before 
the Presidential Election at 
same Court Area wherein 
another known Supporter of 
APC was gunned down”. 

PDP denies alleged killing 
of Ebonyi Councilor
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he People’s Democrat-
ic Party (PDP) in Eb-
onyi State has denied 

the killing of  a Councilor 
representing Achara Ward 
in Ohaozara LGA of  Ebonyi 
State. 

The Publicity Secretary, 
PDP, Ebonyi State Mr Nwo-
ba Chika Nwoba in a state-
ment in Abakaliki said the 
PDP can never involved in 
such dastardly act

He said: “The attention of 
the People’s Democratic Par-
ty (PDP) in Ebonyi State has 
been drawn to a statement 
credited to the Chairman of 
APC in Ebonyi State, Chief 
Stanley Emegha wherein he 
directly accused our party - 
PDP of  masterminding the 

killing of  a Councilor rep-
resenting Achara Ward in 
Ohaozara LGA of  Ebonyi 
State by some unknown gun-
men who went on his trail at 
Okposi, Ohaozara LGA of 
Ebonyi State on Saturday, last 
week. According to availa-
ble information, Hon. Ugwu 
(SPACO) was gruesomely 
murdered by unknown gun-
men in the community”. 

“We received the murder 
of  the lawmaker with shock 
and have commiserated with 
members of  his family and 
Okposi community in gener-
al. 

“But at this point, we’re 
dismayed reading the APC in 
Ebonyi State link the distaste-
ful incident to PDP even as 
the police in the state is yet to 
conclude investigations into 
it. 

“Knowing the track records 
of  the APC and its terrible 
factionalization in Ebonyi 
State, it’ll not be out of  place 
to say that the party and its 
agents are responsible for the 
brutal murder of  the man as 
the party has refused to har-
monise its fold ahead of  gov-
ernorship election”. 

“We recall that one Ihebu-
nandu Okorie was killed in 
March, 2014 in Okposi event 
of  which report indicted the 
Umahi men ahead of  the 
2015 polls. We recall also the 
killing of  three persons, in-
cluding a policeman at Ekoli 
Edda, Afikpo South LGA 
by rival APC factions led by 
the party’s state chairman 
and the House of  Represent-
atives candidate of  the par-
ty”. “In Onicha LGA, APC 
thugs killed an APC youths 
leader during their campaign 
on 30th January, 2023. On 
23/2/23 in Ikwo, two people 
were killed by APC warring 
factions. There was also a kill-
ing by APC in Ngbo, Ohauk-
wu LGA where a storekeeper 
was killed by thugs using an 
APC-branded Sienna Toyota 
vehicle. 

“The account of  APC’s 
violent outings against them-
selves goes on”. 

“We wish to categorically 
state that we have no hands 
in the murder of  the late law-
maker, and have no intention 
to commit such in the future 
as PDP in Ebonyi State has 
always carried itself  and ac-
tivities in most sane man-
ners, pleading with the Police 
Commissioner in Ebonyi 
State to arrest the APC chair-
man and as well probe into 
the killing and other killings 
believed to have been carried 
out by the APC in the state”,  
he stated.

by Comrade Joe Ajaero, the 
NLC President, Imo workers 
were at peace with the Gov-
ernment of  Senator Hope 
Uzodimma.

“For the records, Governor 
Uzodimma was about the 
first set of  governors in the 
country to pay the approved 
minimum wage of  N30,000  
to Imo workers.

“In 2021, Governor Uzod-
imma became the first Gover-
nor in Imo State to pay 13th 
month salary to workers. He 
followed it up with another 
payment in 2022.

“Just early in the year, Gov-
ernor Uzodimma approved 
the promotion of  all catego-
ries of  workers in the State 
who have not been promoted 
in the last 10 years. The im-
plementation is ongoing.

“So, the natural question 
to ask Comrade Joe Ajae-

Ikpeazu fires Abia College of Health 
Rector, a day after suspending Abia 
Poly Rector
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

The Rector of  Abia State 
College of  Health and Man-
agement Technology, Aba, 
Prof  Chigbu Lawrence  has 
been suspended from office 
by Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
of  Abia State.

He was immediately re-
placed with Dr Nwamuo 
Alozie Kingsley, Dr by the 
Governor.

Ikpeazu gave the directive 
in a press release signed by 
Barr Chris Ezem, the Secre-
tary to his government and 
made available to newsmen 
on Tuesday, where the sus-
pension and resumption of 

duty by the new Rector were  
with immediate effect.

The removal of  Prof  Chig-
bu is coming one day after 
the Governor suspended the 
Rector of  Abia State Poly-
technic, Aba, Prof  Osonwa 
KaluOkorie and replaced 
him with Associate Profes-
sor Hagler Okorie from Abia 
State University Uturu.

No reason was again given 
for the change of  leadership 
but some political analysts in 
Abia opined that the moves 
were aimed at ensuring victo-
ry for the Peoples Democrat-
ic Party(PDP)  candidates in 
March 18 guber and Nation-
al Assembly elections.

ro, is when did  the workers 
have an altercation or dispute 
with the Government? Was it 
before he assumed office as 
President or after? 

“How come that the work-
ers of  Imo State whom Joe 
Ajaero is allegedly fighting 
for, do not want to join the 
Ajaero-led strike?

“Indeed, because the work-
ers have been reporting to 
duty everyday, Joe Ajaero 
was thus forced to resort to 
the desperation of  calling for 
the closure of  filling stations 
and power outages as tools of 
blackmail and intimidation. 

“He succeeded fully in the 
power outage because he is 
still holding sway as the lead-
er of  electricity workers un-
ion. It does not matter to him 
that the victims of  his power 
play are the market women 
and men from his own State, 

whose businesses have been 
grounded by his mindless ac-
tion. 

“If  Joe Ajaero does not 
have a personal and sinister 
political agenda, why is he 
hell bent on continuing with 
a strike that doesn’t have the 
blessing of  Imo workers? 

“Why again is Joe Ajaero 
bent on unleashing hardship 
on his fellow Imo men and 
women to the point of  want-
ing to deny them the oppor-
tunity to vote in Saturday’s 
election?

“If  Joe Ajaero means well 
for Imo State, including the 
workers and if  indeed he has 
a functional conscience, then 
now is the time to stop this 
politically-motivated strike 
before it snowballs into some-
thing that will completely 
expose his real satanic inten-
tions.”
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Change of Names

I, formerly known and 
addressed as Nchuanu Okoro 

James wishes to be known 
and addressed as James Kalu. 

All documents bearing my 
former name still remain 

valid.
Banks and general public 

should take note.

Signed: James Kalu

I, formerly known and 
addressed as Iwunze 

Ugomma Blessing wishes to 
be known and addressed as 
James Ugomma Blessing. 
All documents bearing my 
former name still remain 

valid.
Banks and general public 

should take note.

Signed: James Ugomma 
Blessing
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INEC Chairman, Professor Mahmood Yakubu, held  an Inter-Agency Consultative 
Committee on Election Security at the Commission’s headquarters in Abuja on Tuesday.

Supreme Court dismisses PDP’s
suit against Ezenwa Onyewuchi

T
he supreme Court on 
Monday dismissed 
an appeal filed by 

Uche Onyeagocha against 
the nomination of Ezenwa 
Onyewuchi as the Labour 
Party candidate for the Feb-
ruary 25 National Assembly 
candidate  for Imo East( 
Owerri zone) senatorial dis-
trict.

Onyeagocha was the Peo-
ples Democratic Party can-
didate for the election who 
was defeated by Onyewuchi.

The Court in a unani-
mous decision described the 
appeal as brought by Onyea-
gocha and his party ( PDP) 
as “frivolous and lacking 
merit”.

It could be recalled that 
Onyeagocha and PDP 
had engaged Senator 
Onyewuchi and the LP in 
numerous legal battles over 
Senator Onyewuchi’s po-
sition as the Labour Party 
candidate for Imo East Sen-
atorial District.

By this Judgement, the 
Supreme Court had af-
firmed Onyewuchi as the 
duly elected flag bearer of 
the Labour Party for the 
zone.

Onyewuchi was in Feb-
ruary returned by the Inde-
pendent National Electoral 

Education Commissioner harps on standardizing
Examination Development Centres 
By Ikenna Orioha

T
he Commissioner for 
Education, Prof. John-
Cliff  Chike Nwadike, 

has charged Workers in the 
Examinations Development 
Centre Owerri to ensure that 
they  standardise the Educa-
tions Developmental Centre 
by imbibing the spirit of  one-
ness and dedication as they 
discharge their duties.

The Commissioner gave 
the charge when he made an 
unscheduled inspection tour 
at the centre last week.

While inspecting offic-
es and facilities at EDC, 
Nwadike regretted that the 
centre was not blooming as 
it used to be, as some places 
look untidy, some official ve-
hicles that need repairs are 
grounded for too long. 

“If  you had done the need-
ful at the right time, these ve-
hicles would have been on the 

roads. Be up to your duties, 
do not relax until things are 
put in place. For the Minis-
try of  Education to show its 
relevance, the importance of 
Examinations Development 
Centre must be realised”, 
Nwadike stated.

He urged the workers to be 
more productive for increased 
revenue generation that will 
attract developmental pro-
jects from government.

Harping on the issue of  on-
going demolition of  buildings 
in the area by the Imo Hous-
ing Corporation, Nwadike 
assured EDC workers that 
a suitable accommodation 
would be provided and prop-
er relocation made for the 
safety of  all official docu-
ments, equipment and other 
properties of  the centre.

Nwadike hailed the work-
ers for being on their duty 
posts especially as they were 
not aware of  his visit, assuring 

.

Court postpones Imo ex-Deputy Gov’s arraignment
T

he arraignment of  the 
immediate past dep-
uty governor of  Imo 

state, Gerald Irona, before 
Owerri high court was on 
Tuesday stalled.

Irona who was Thursday 
remanded in Owerri prison 
custody by a Magistrate in 
Owerri, C.N Ezerioha, was 
billed to be arraigned before 
justice S. I Opara of  Owerri 
high court on Tuesday but 
the proposed arraignment 
could not take place.

Okeomanews gathered 
that Irona’s arraignment 
could not go on because the 
matter was not enlisted in 
court’s registry for the day.

Irona’s team of  lawyers 
who appeared in court went 
home disappointed after 
they were informed that the 
arraignment could not go on 

because the case file had not 
been brought to the court.

The legal Adviser of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party in 
the state, Kissinger Ikeokwu, 
who appeared in court for 
Irona disclosed that the ex 
deputy governor would now 
be arraigned on Wednesday.

Ikeokwu said” the arraign-
ment will now take place on 
Wednesday. We hurriedly 
filed on Friday and when 
we got to the court on Tues-
day we discovered that the 
arraignment will no longer 
take place today. 

“The matter was not en-
listed in court for the day. 
The case file has not been 
brought to the court. He 
will now be arraigned on 
Wednesday.”

The police in the state had 
on Thursday arraigned Irona 

at Owerri magistrate court 
on a three court bothering 
on treason, confiscation of 
the state government prop-
erty and make statements to 
overthrow the governor of 
the state.

After listening to an ap-
plication to grant Irona bail 
and a counter bail applica-
tion, the magistrate declined 
the bail request and ordered 
that Irona be reminded in 
Owerri prison custody.

The three count charge 
read” that you Hon Gerald 
Irona sometime in January 
2020, at Owerri in the Ow-
erri magistrate district, did 
conspired with others now 
at large, to commit felony 
to wit: treason and thereby 
committed an offence pun-
ishable under section 37(2) 
of  the criminal code, cap c 

38, law of  the federation of 
Nigeria, 2004, as applicable 
in Imo state.

“That you Hon Gerald 
Irona sometime in January 
2020, at Owerri in the Ow-
erri magistrate district, did 
make several utterances to 
the effect that you will make 
Imo state ungovernable and 
immediately afterwards 
hoodlums levied several at-
tacks on Imo state with in-

tent to intimidate or overawe 
the governor of  Imo state 
and thereby committed an 
offence punishable under 
section 37 of  the criminal 
code, cap, c 38, law of  the 
federation of  Nigeria, 2004, 
as applicable in Imo state.

“That you Hon Gerald 
Irona on the 15th day of  Jan-
uary, 2020, at Owerri in the 
Owerri magistrate district, 
do converted to your own 

use two land cruiser jeep ( 
V8 and v6) and one Toyota 
Hilux vehicle valued four 
hundred and Ninety three 
million naira property of 
Imo state government there-
by committed an offence 
punishable under section 
390 ( 9) of  the criminal code, 
cap c 38, laws of  the federa-
tion of  Nigeria, 2004, as ap-
plicable in Imo state.”

them that the repair of  power 
plant, vehicles and security 
house will receive due atten-
tion. “I will keep on hammer-
ing to get EDC right and we 
must help ourselves because 
tomorrow will be better”.

Adding her voice, Perma-
nent Secretary of  the Minis-
try, Barr. Mrs. Chinyere Ibe, 
said the Commissioner was 
on a paradigm shift to strike a 
positive change in the Minis-
try. “So, there is need to take 
your work seriously, be pro-
ductive and avoid any behav-
iour capable of  denting your 
records”.

With the Director of  Ex-
ams, Mrs. Elebelem, stressing 
that the workers are commit-
ted to duties, adding that they 
need electricity, vehicles and 
some incentives to encour-
age them do better, hoping 
that with the Commissioner’s 
help, the relocation of  EDC 
to a new place would be a 
welcome development.

Tinubu’s victory not God’s plan 
for Nigeria – Peter Obi

T
he standard-bearer 
of  the Labour Par-
ty (LP), Peter Obi, 

on Monday replied to the 
recent comments by mem-
bers of  the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) that the 
victory of  Bola Tinubu at the 
just-concluded presidential 
election, should be accepted 
as the will of  God.

Recall wife of  the Presi-
dent, Mrs Aisha Buhari, last 
week described the victory 
of  APC’s Bola Tinubu in the 
2023 presidential poll as the 
will of  God.

 “Regardless of  our inter-
ests and diversity, we should 
all accept it as the will of 
Almighty God; we wouldn’t 
have done it without his 
grace.

 “It is a victory for all Ni-
gerians. I am optimistic that 
the President-Elect will not 
betray the trust and confi-
dence that Nigerians reposed 
in him. It is now time to move 
on and focus on the path of  `a 
renewed hope’ for Nigerian 
women and youths,” she said.

But reacting in a post-elec-

Commission as the winner 
of  the Imo East senatori-
al district election having 
polled a total of  100,631 
votes to defeat his closest ri-
val, Onyeagocha of  the Peo-
ples Democratic Party, who 
got 87,229.

tion interview with Arise 
Television,  Obi faulted the 
First Lady’s comment saying 
God’s wish is doing the right 
things and not vice-versa.

When asked if  he would 
accept Tinubu’s victory as 
the wish of  God as some reli-
gious leaders rightly claimed, 
he emphatically answered; 
“What they are actually 
preaching is the problem of 
Nigeria. 

“The problem of  Nigeria 
is accepting wrongdoing and 
what is unacceptable. That is 
using God’s name in vain. 

That is not what God is 
saying. God said do not use 
my name in vain.”

Imo chieftains delivered APC with PDP election
 funds - Samdaddy

T
he national secretary 
of  the Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party, Samuel 

Anyanwu (Samdaddy) on 
Monday alleged that some 
chieftains of  the party in the 
state worked against the par-
ty in the state during the just 
concluded presidential and 
National Assembly elections.

Samdaddy in a statement 
issued in Owerri, the state 
capital, by his spokesperson, 
Ikenna Onuoha, said that 
those who betrayed the par-

ty used the election funds re-
leased by the party to deliver 
candidates of  the rival All 
Progressives Congress at the 
polls.

The PDP national secretary 
said that the aim of  those he 
described as “saboteurs” was 
to ensure that the party goes 
into extinction in the state.

While calling on party faith-
ful to remain calm, Samdad-
dy assured that the names of 
those who betrayed the party 
during the elections would be 

.
made public soon.

The statement read “na-
tional Secretary of  the Peo-
ples Democratic Party (PDP), 
Senator Samuel Nnaemeka 
Anyanwu expresses displeas-
ure over the number of  sabo-
teurs surrounding the party in 
Imo state, adding that all their 
efforts are to see that PDP 
does not exist in the state.

“Anyanwu says that the 
primary objectives of  these 
saboteurs during the just 
concluded Presidential and 

National Assembly elections 
were to starve the party and 
its members of  funds earlier 
approved and released as elec-
tion intervention funds.

“He regrets that all entreat-
ies, appeals and convictions 
to release the funds approved 
to appropriate authorities in 
line with the national tem-
plate to enable them deliver 
candidates of  our party was 
flagrantly ignored, noting that 
reason why these saboteurs 
carried out the broad daylight 
onslaught against the party 
was to frustrate PDP by en-
suring that its candidates lose 
the election.

“According to him, after 

hijacking the election inter-
vention funds released to the 
party in Imo state, some of 
the saboteurs turned back 
against candidates of  PDP 
and played anti-party in order 
to justify the deal they had 
with leaders of  the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC).

“The PDP National Scribe 
therefore calls on the party’s 
candidates and other ag-
grieved members who suf-
fered the neglect and sheer 
betrayals in the hands of 
these saboteurs to remain 
calm, assuring that all legal 
means shall be utilized to 
bring those directly and indi-
rectly involved to book.”

Wednesday 15 - Thursday 16 March, 2023 
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Editorial

assa fever is a viral hemorrhagic Lf e v e r  t h a t  i s  p r i m a r i l y 
transmitted to humans via 

contact with food or household items 
contaminated with urine or faeces 
from Mastomys rats. Though to a 
lesser extent, secondary human-to-
human transmission can also occur 
through direct contact with the blood, 
secretions, organs or other body fluids 
of  infected persons, especially in 
health-care settings.

All persons suspected to have 
contracted Lassa fever infection should 
be quarantined in isolation facilities, 
body fluids and faeces of persons 
infected with Lassa virus should be 
properly disposed. Ribavirin has been 
approved for the treatment of Lassa 
fever, but prevention is still the best. 
Rodents should be kept out of homes 
and food supplies. Effective personal 
hygiene is will go a long way in 
eradicating this disease, also grains 
and other foodstuffs should be stored 
in rodent-proof containers

In Nigeria, from 3 to 30 January 
2022, 211 laboratory confirmed Lassa 
fever cases including 40 deaths (case 
fatal i ty  rat io:  19%) have been 
cumulatively reported in 14 of the 36 
Nigerian states and the Federal Capital 
Territory across the country (Figure 1). 
Three states account for 82% of 
confirmed cases: Ondo (63), Edo (57) 
and Bauchi (53). The other states 
affected are Benue (11), Ebonyi (5), 
Oyo (5), Taraba (5), Kogi (4), Enugu 
(2), Kaduna (2), Cross River (1), Delta 
(1), Katsina (1) and Plateau (1).

Of the 211 laboratory confirmed 
cases, five cases have been reported 
among health workers in two states, 
Edo (3) and Benue (2).

In contrast, noticeably less Lassa 
fever cases with less geographical 
spread were reported for the same 
period (epidemiological weeks 1- 4) in 
2021 (54 confirmed cases, including 12 
deaths, from 8 States).

Lassa fever is endemic in Nigeria 
and the annual peak of Lassa fever 
cases is typically observed during the 
dry season (December–April). Thus, 
the number of infections is expected to 
rise further until the end of the dry 
season.

While endemic in Nigeria, cases are 
much higher than the previous 

epidemic seasons. This could be 
attributed to reduced response capacity 
in surveillance and laboratory testing. 
It is necessary to continue to monitor 
the annual peaks of Lassa fever in 
order to contextualize incidence and 
inform the effective management of 
Lassa fever. 

The Nigeria Centre for Disease 
Control (NCDC) has said a total of 104 
Lassa fever deaths and 636 confirmed 
infections have been recorded across 
Nigeria between January to 26 
February.

The NCDC noted that the death toll 
was recorded with a case fatality rate 
(CFR) of 16.4 per cent which is lower 
than what was recorded for the same 
period in 2022 (18.1 per cent).

This is contained in the agency's 
l a t e s t  e p i d e m i o l o g i c a l  r e p o r t 
published on its website for week 8 of 
2023, spanning 20 to 26, February.

The report shows that 351 suspected 
cases were recorded within the week 
under review, with 59 infections and 10 
deaths confirmed.

In total for 2023, according to the 
report, at least one confirmed case has 
been  recorded  across  88  loca l 
government areas in 22 states, adding 
that of all the confirmed cases, 70 per 
cent are from Ondo, Edo and Bauchi.

Ondo State in the South-west 
topped the infection list with 33 per 
cent, while Edo and Bauchi states 
accounted for 28 and nine per cent of 
the infections respectively.

NCDC maintained that the number 
of  suspected cases has increased 
compared to that reported for the same 
period in 2022, adding that four new 
healthcare workers were affected in the 
reporting week.

We therefore advice that All  
persons  suspected  to  have contracted 
Lassa fever infection should be 
quarantined in isolation facilities, 
body fluids and feaces of persons 
infected with Lassa virus should be 
properly disposed. Ribavirin has been 
approved for the treatment of Lassa 
fever, but prevention is still the best. 
Rodents should be kept out of homes 
and food supplies. Effective personal 
hygiene is will go a long way in 
eradicating this disease, also grains 
and other foodstuffs should be stored 
in rodent-proof containers.
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Lassa fever becomes Nigeria's
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Opinion

n  a  r e sea rch  pape r  he Ipublished 18 years ago, 
Jesper Strömbäck (2005, p. 

333) identified five benchmarks 
for determining whether a 
country should be regarded as a 
democracy.  These  invo lve 
checking to see whether: “(1) 
political decision-makers are 
elected by the people in free, fair 
and frequent elections, (2) there is 
freedom of  expression, of  the 
press and of  information, (3) 
citizenship is inclusive, (4) 
everyone has the right to form 
and join organisations of  their 
own choosing, and (5) society is 
law-governed.”

I n  e a c h  o f  t h e s e 
considerations or parameters, 
you can see why Nigeria does not 
qualify to be identified as a 
genuine democracy. Consider 
t h e s e .  N i g e r i a  h a s  j u s t 
demonstrated to the international 
community that it is seriously 
challenged by lack of  capacity to 
conduct free, fair, peaceful, and 
trustworthy elections. Countries 
that  are less  economical ly 
endowed than Nigeria regularly 
teach us a lesson about how to 
organise lawful and peaceful 
elections. Political processes that 
other countries observe legally 
a n d  o p e n ly  a r e  v i o l a t e d , 
conducted in darkness, and 
marred by chaos and outright 
illegalities in Nigeria.

Nigerian politicians deploy 
corrupt, devious, crude, and 
fraudulent methods to achieve 
victory in elections while other 
c o u n t r i e s  u s e  l aw f u l  a n d 
transparent processes to attain 
valid and unimpeachable election 
outcomes. When people refer to 
Nigeria as a failed state, they 
point to criminal activities that 
undermine elections.   

T h e  w i d e s p r e a d 
disappointment that followed the 
February 25, 2023, presidential 
election in which the rules were 
widely violated has prompted the 
question: Is there any value in 
Nigeria holding further elections 
to select political leaders? The 
answer must be an emphatic no, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  w h e n  t h e 
Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) and other 
crooked individuals devise 
sinister methods of  producing 
pre-determined results that do not 
reflect the votes cast by citizens. 
Surely, there is no need for 
elections in which voters will be 
disenfranchised, in which many 
p e o p l e  w i l l  b e  d e p r i v e d 
opportunities to participate in the 

political process, and in which 
e l e c t o r a l  p r o c e s s e s  a r e 
contaminated.

Our political representatives 
are not elected in free, fair, 
t r anspa ren t ,  and  c r ed ib l e 
elections. This was demonstrated 
clearly by what happened during 
last month's presidential and 
National Assembly elections.

Nigeria has become unstable, 
insecure, and unpredictable. 
Everything has fallen apart. We 
face major challenges that pose 
serious threats to the unity of  the 
country. Some ethnic groups are 
threatening members of  other 
ethnic groups, harassing them to 
vote for a particular political 
party. I have always believed that 
elections are about free choice. 
Every voter has a right to vote 
according to their conscience. No 
ethnic group has the right to 
threaten members of  other ethnic 
groups to vote in a certain way.

To threaten members of  one 
ethnic group to vote for a 
particular political party or 
candidate is the best way to sow 
the seeds of  inter-ethnic strife 
that could inflame emotions and 
endanger social cohesion.

These are testing times. Cool 
heads are needed in Nigeria's 
pol i t ical  environment but, 
unfortunately, mature politicians 
are in short supply. The future of  
N i g e r i a  l o o k s  d i m  a n d 
ambiguous. How that future 
evolves will depend on how 
quickly and amicably politicians 
resolve the tension in the land.

Cit izenship is  far  from 
inclusive in Nigeria, a broken and 
polarised country in which 

people feel they are alienated by 
political leaders who believe 
that only their kinsmen and 
members of  the ruling political 
party are entitled to break the 
law. The idea that only people 
who hold certain political 
ideology or religious beliefs are 
more patriotic than other people 
is a recipe for disaster.

F a r  f r o m  b e i n g  l aw -
governed, there is general 
breakdown of  law and order in 
Nigeria.  Impunity by top 
government officials is rife. The 
integrity of  the judiciary has 
become an issue. Above all, 
bandi t s,  k idnappers,  and 
terrorists are given space to 
dialogue with the government 
while marginalised groups in 
other parts of  the country who 
are seeking autonomy for their 
region and their people are 
hunted and killed like animals. 
One country, two different 
approaches.

Over the years, elections in 
Nigeria have not offered a level 
playing field to all political 
candidates. The successful 
candidates are often second-rate 
but they possess the financial 
strength and the support of  
thugs who are paid to disrupt 
the process. In many cases, the 
candidates who are qualified, 
popular, and preferred by voters 
never get to scale the hurdle.

P r i o r  t o  t h e  2 0 2 3 
presidential election, Nigerians 
had had a gutful of  economic, 
political, social, healthcare, and 
infrastructural problems.

Against the background of  
eight years of  living below the 

poverty line, it was a huge 
surprise for people to hear the 
c h a i r p e r s o n  o f  I N E C , 
Mahmood Yakubu, announce 
that Bola Ahmed Tinubu of  the 
APC had won the presidential 
election with more than eight 
million votes.

That announcement stung 
so many people. There was no 
way eight million Nigerians 
would have voted massively to 
remain in bondage, to continue 
to suffer economic hardships, 
p o o r  g o v e r n a n c e ,  p o o r 
leadership, lack of  direction, 
and to be governed by an ageing 
man who has serious health 
issues.

Nigerians wanted positive 
political change. And they came 
out in large numbers on election 
day to vote for that change. 
Sadly, the result announced by 
Yakubu flew in the face of  
reality. The results did not 
match people's aspirations for 
political change, for a fresh start, 
and for a younger, more honest, 
and more vibrant candidate to 
emerge president.

Many people had hoped 
that a change would end all their 
suffering. INEC officials and 
other merchants of  electoral 
misconduct had other ideas. 
Niger ians  were  saddened 
because they were scammed.

C o m p a r e  t h e  s o m b r e 
n a t i o n a l  m o o d  a f t e r  t h e 
announcement that Tinubu had 
won the election with the 
happiness that swept across the 
country when Buhari was 
declared the winner of  the 2015 
presidential election. In 2015, 

people rejoiced openly and 
chanted songs to eulogise 
Buhari but they did not realise 
that worse times awaited them. 
The 2015 presidential election 
was deemed historic on the 
ground that an opposition 
candidate  had  ous ted  an 
incumbent president. Never in 
the history of  military and 
democratic rule in Nigeria and 
in various parts of  Africa had an 
elect ion produced such a 
landmark and inconceivable 
outcome.

In 2023, Nigerians were 
primed for political change that 
would lead to improvements in 
their socioeconomic conditions. 
Before the election, many 
p e o p l e  l o o k e d  d e j e c t e d , 
hopeless, apprehensive, and 
fatigued. There was misery 
everywhere. For many years, 
people hankered for a political 
redeemer who would pull the 
nation out of  despair. For many 
years, Nigerians asked for bread 
but they were given gravels to 
c h e w.  F o r  m a n y  y e a r s , 
Nigerians craved the emergence 
of  a genuine political leader 
who has people's welfare in their 
heart. 

T h e  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 3 
presidential  election gave 
everyone an opportunity to 
make an important statement 
a b o u t  t h e i r  l e v e l  o f  
d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e 
prevailing situation in Nigeria. 
Sadly, that opportunity was 
blocked. People's wishes for a 
better Nigeria were hijacked, 
obstructed, and shredded.

Wednesday 15 - Thursday 16 March, 2023 

By Levi Obijiofor

“

Why upcoming elections won't
excite voters

Over the years, elections in Nigeria have not offered 
a level playing field to all political candidates. The 
successful candidates are often second-rate but they 

possess the financial strength and the support of  
thugs who are paid to disrupt the process. In many 

cases, the candidates who are qualified, popular, and 
preferred by voters never get to scale the hurdle.
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Strike: Imo losing N1bn daily, hardship 
now unbearable -Group tells NLC
T

he Imo Awareness 
Coalition, IAC, a 
watchdog group, has 

called on the Nigerian La-
bour Congress, NLC, to 
suspend its ongoing strike in 
Imo State immediately, “in 
order to stop inflicting more 
pain and misery on the citi-
zens of  the State”

The group in a statement 
in Owerri on Sunday, signed 
by its spokesman, Fidelis 
Echendu said the State is 
losing N1 billion daily since 
the beginning of  the strike.

Recall that the NLC Pres-
ident, Mr. Jeo Ajaero, had 
said the strike action was 
prompted “by the brigand-
age of  the Imo state govern-
ment in conjunction with 
security agencies against 
workers in the state who 
assembled peacefully to 
conduct the State Delegates 
Conference of  the Con-
gress”

The Union in furtherance 
of  the strike advised “those 
traveling to Imo State 

through the Airport to look 
for other alternatives, those 
that make use of  petroleum 
products should make ef-
forts to seek alternatives and 
those that use electricity to 
seek other options outside 
the National Grid’

Reacting to the industri-
al action, the Owerri based 
Watchdog said the strike, 
which has led to cut off  of 
electricity in the State, “is 
already crippling business-
es, exposing the state to 
grave danger by endanger-
ing its security.

“It has also increased the 
misery of  an already de-
spondent populace in the 
state hit by the Federal Gov-
ernment’s thoughtless cash-
less policy

“The strike is robbing salt 
on an injury. It is adding to 
the long suffering, the daily 
toil of  Imolites who face se-
vere hardship on daily basis 
to eke out a living.

“The shutdown of  elec-
tricity in the state has crip-

pled businesses, especially 
the Small and Medium 
Scale Enterprises, SMEs, 
who rely on power supply 
for survival.

“Industries, hotels, and 
other business outlets that 
depend on power supply 
are worst hit in the face of 
soaring prices of  fuel and 
diesel, which in some cases, 
are scarce. In monetary esti-
mates, the state loses about 
NI billion naira daily to the 
strike action

“The NLC strike is an 
extension of  the misery and 
hunger already experienced 
by the good people of  the 
state, who have for a long 
period are traumatized by 
the activities of  unknown 
gunmen and the Monday 
Sit at Home, which has ad-
versely affected the weak 
and decadent economy in 
Imo State

“Therefore, the NLC, es-
pecially its President, Mr. 
Joe Ajaero, perhaps did not 
understand the weight of 

the economic challenges 
confronting the people of  
the State before he went the 
extra mile to order the shut-
down of  electricity across 
the State.

“His action is an over 
drive, which completely ex-
poses his indifference to the 
pathetic plight of  the people 
of  the state where he hails 
from

“In saner climes, Labour 
embarks on strike with a 

human face and not indus-
trial actions that inflict pain 
and hardship on the people 
which they claim to protect.

“The Imo State govern-
ment, on its part, should en-
deavour to engage in decent 
conversation with Labour 
geared towards resolving 
all core issues involved and 
suspend the strike without 
further delay” the statement 
stated.

Ezinihitte Youth Concerned Citizens in a protest have raised concern over the conduct of the 
current Electoral Officer of the LGA, Mrs Ekeoma Nebo. Chairman of the group, Comrade 
Iheoma Wisdom (middle), led the group to make the demand on Tuesday.

Court dismisses suit challenging
Ugochinyere’s candidacy

A 
Federal High Court 
has dismissed a suit 
challenging the pri-

mary election of  the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
that produced Ikenga Imo 
Ugochinyere as the party’s 
candidate for Ideato North 
and South Federal constitu-
ency in Imo State.

Ugochinyere has since 
emerged as the Senator-Elect 
for the senatorial seat at the 
February 25 National As-
sembly election.

Justice BO Quadric sitting 
in the Owerri division of  the 
court specifically dismissed 
a suit by the Labour Party 
candidate, Paschal Obi and 
upheld the result of  the dis-
puted primary election that 
produced Ugochinyere.

Justice Quadric in his judg-
ment described the suit as an 
academic exercise and lack-
ing in merit as issues of  par-
ty primaries are pre-election 
matters that have a 14 days 

time frame from the date of 
occurrence for it to be chal-
lenged.

The court equally noted 
that the suit by Paschal Obi 
and Labour Party is now stat-
ute barred and can’t be reo-
pened again.

In addition, the Judge fur-
ther held that going by decid-
ed Supreme Court decisions 
and amendments to the con-
stitution only the party that 
participated in the primary 
can bring an action to chal-
lenge the primary venue and 
another political party lacks 
the merit and locus to insti-
tute such an action which 
supreme Court in numerous 
judgments have declared it 
dead on arrival once filed out-
side 14 days and also filed by 
a party that didn’t participate 
in the primaries.

The issue of  the venue of 
the primary that produced 
Ikenga has been challenged 
by APC and the LP in the 

past for which Ikenga de-
feated them all including the 
one that went to the Supreme 
Court where it affirmed his 
emergence as the PDP Can-
didate.

This latest judgment by 
the Federal High Court Ow-
erri has reaffirmed the well-
known legal principles and 
foundation that the election 
petition tribunal will natural-
ly follow in the event of  an-
other repeated challenge or 
litigation on the same issues 
that the Federal High Court, 
appeal, supreme Court and 
just today, the Federal High 
Court have repeatedly de-
clared is a closed case going 
by the fact that the cases are 
pre-elections and are stat-
ute-barred, and lacking in 
locus as only those who par-
ticipated in the primary can 
challenge it and not another 
party in addition to the fact 
that the venue of  the prima-
ries was in accordance with 
the exigencies of  that time 
occasioned by the worsened 
and total collapse of  security 
in Ideato Federal Constituen-
cy.

Presidential election: Ethnicity, religion made 
Obi win S/East, S/South - Gov Okowa 

I
feanyi Okowa, the vice 
presidential candidate 
of  the Peoples Demo-

cratic Party, has offered his 
insights on why Peter Obi, 
the presidential candidate of 
the Labour Party, won in the 
south-south and southeast 
geopolitical zones during the 
February 25 presidential elec-
tion. Okowa made his com-
ments on March 13, in Asaba 
while responding to the elec-
tion results.

Okowa highlighted vari-
ous factors that contributed 
to Obi’s sweeping victory in 
the region. First, he cited the 
clamour for the presidency to 
rotate to the southern part of 
the country after eight years 
of  President Buhari’s admin-
istration, which was from the 
northern region. The people 
in the south-south and south-
east wanted a candidate that 

would represent their interests 
and promote equity and fair-
ness in the country’s leader-
ship.

Religious affiliations were 
also significant in the elec-
tion, according to Okowa. 
The majority of  people in the 
south-south and southeast are 
Christians, and Obi, who is 
also a Christian, was seen as a 
candidate that would uphold 
their values and beliefs.

Moreover, Okowa point-
ed out that the desire for an 
Igbo presidency was a crucial 
factor in Obi’s victory. The 
people in the southeast region 
have long felt marginalized 
and believed that it was their 
turn to produce the next presi-
dent. Obi, being an Igbo man, 
represented their aspirations 
and hopes for a better future.

The Obidients movement, 
which Okowa described as a 

movement that swept across 
the south-south and south-
east, was also instrumental in 
Obi’s success. The movement, 
which was made up of  young 
people, women, and men, 
believed in Obi’s message of 
change and transformation 
and worked tirelessly to en-
sure that he won the election.

In conclusion, Okowa’s 
analysis suggests that several 
factors contributed to Peter 
Obi’s victory in the south-
south and southeast regions 
during the February 25 pres-
idential election. The people’s 
desire for an Igbo presidency, 
the call for the presidency to 
rotate to the south, and reli-
gious affiliations were signifi-
cant factors. Additionally, the 
Obidients movement played 
a vital role in mobilizing sup-
port for Obi and ensuring his 
success at the poll.

Man with human skull apprehended, 
set ablaze in Owerri

S
ome angry residents 
who suddenly caught 
an unidentified young 

man with a human skull ag-
gressively set him afire, on 
Monday, in Owerri, Imo 
State,

It was an unpleasant gory 
scene, but the people around 
the ugly incident couldn’t

help the situation.
The tragic event occurred 

at the Inland Road that is 
close to Westend Hotel and 
Suites in Owerri.

The Pressman gathered 
that fortune ran out of  de-
ceased when he was appre-
hended at the early hours of 
his weaterloo, as people saw 
a skull wrapped with a red 
garment.

The young man when 
caught and interrogated, 
confessed to his crime and 
admitted that he proposed 
using the skulls for his ritual 
activities.

Until his sudden demise 

divulged that he has been in-
volved into that demonic act 
for so many years, even as 
he revealed that the human 
skull found on him was not 
the only skull in his posses-
sion.

Angered by youths, the 
unfortunate young man was 

accosted and substance with 
high inflammable was sprin-
kled on his body and he 
was set ablaze.

Meanwhile, an eye witness 
account said the ugly incident 
happened around Akancha-
wa axis by Old Nekede area 
in Owerri Municipal.

You worked against me in Rivers 
– Peter Obi replies Wike

T
he Presidential Can-
didate of  the Labour 
Party, Peter Obi, has 

said that the Governor of 
Rivers State, Nyesom Wike 
worked against him in the just 
concluded 2023 Presidential 
Elections.

Obi who appeared on Arise 
Television on Monday, dis-
closed that despite Wike’s 
efforts to make him lose, he 
won 50% of  the votes in the 
South-South State.

Obi said; “In Rivers, where 

you know the Governor came 
out against me in everything, 
if  the real votes in Rivers were 
counted, I won. I have over 
50% of  the votes, the other 
two parties were sharing the 
other.”

It can be re-called that the 
candidate of  the All Progres-
sives Congress, APC, Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu, was declared 
winner of  the Presidential 
Election by the Independent 
National Electoral Commis-
sion, INEC.

Joe Ajaero, NLC President
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Anambra: Over 3000 women protest 
death of septuagenarian by ritualists
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

N
o fewer than three 
thousand wom-
en from Umunze 

Community, and neigh-
bouring villages in Orumba 
South Local Government 
Area, on Tuesday staged a 
protest, over the death of  a 
septugenarian, Mrs Charity, 
whose body parts were har-
vested for rituals.

Ohr correspondent re-
ports that the late Mrs Char-
ity as she is simply known, 
was last week attacked at 
her residence in Umunze, 
where her nipples, private 
part, lips and fingers were 
cut off  by her attackers, pre-
sumably for money ritual.

She was rushed to Chuk-
wuemeka Odumegwu 
Ojukwu University Teach-
ing Hospital, Awka, where 
she was receiving treatment, 
but later died as a result of 
injuries sustained.

Women of  Umunze com-

munity who trooped out 
to the local government 
headquarters on a protest 
identified the assailant as 
an indigene of  Abakiliki in 
Ebonyi State, while calling 
for the expulsion of  all indi-
genes of  Abakiliki, residing 
in Umunze.

Women’s leader in the 
community, Mrs Bridget 
Enekwechi told journalists 
that: “We have reviewed the 
activities of  Abakiliki peo-
ple living in Umunze, and 
we have come to the con-
clusion that they must leave 
our community.

“They are many in our 
community. They impreg-
nate our girls out of  mar-
riage; they rape our woman, 
and are involved in most 
of  the killing you hear on 
Umunze. See how they 
butchered Madam Charity, 
they will leave our commu-
nity for peace to reign.”

The President General 
of  the community, Mr Hip-
polite Olua who addressed 

the women at the council 
secretariat promised to en-
sure that the deceased, Mrs 
Charity gets justice even in 
death.

“We are calling on all of 
you to maintain peace and 
go about your protest peace-
fully. Our mother who was 
killed was a good woman, 
and she does not deserve to 
be murdered in such a grue-
some manner.

“The suspect has been ar-
rested and handed over to 
the police, and he confessed 
that a native doctor told him 
to bring the items for mon-
ey ritual. He has refused 
to produce the body parts 
he cut from our sister, and 
he will be charged to court 
soon and jailed. We promise 
you monitor the matter until 
justice is served.

In the meantime, the tra-
ditional ruler of  the commu-
nity, Igwe Promise Eze, who 
spoke to journalists corrob-
orated the criminal activities 
of  most of  their tenants, say-
ing that a register has been 
opened for all non-indigenes 
living in Umunze to register 
their names.

 “We want to know those 
living within us, what they 
do for a living, where they 
live and also get the guar-
antee of  their landlords that 
they are of  good conduct.”

Chairman, Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC), Prof. Mahmood Yakubu (left) and 
Lead Counsel of Labour Party (LP) Legal Team, Dr. Livy Uzoukwu at the INEC headquarters in Abuja.

By Grace Ofurum

three consecutive electioneer-

Ikpeazu cancels Nwamuo Kingsley’s 
appointment as Abia College Rector, 
picks Nwaogwugwu
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bout 12 hours after 
he appointed Dr 
Nwamuo Alozie 

Kingsley as the new Rector 
of  Abia State College of 
Health and Management 
Sciences, Aba, Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu has dropped 
him as the  new Rector. 
Rather, the Governor ap-
pointed Dr Ezeakolam 
Nwaogwugwu, the Head of 
Department (HoD) of  Pub-
lic Health in the school to 
take over from Prof  Chigbu 
Lawrence who was earlier 
suspected on Tuesday.

In a Press release signed 
by Barr Chris Ezem, Sec-
retary to the State govern-
ment, (SSG) on Tuesday, 
the Governor said that 
the name of  Dr Nwamuo 
Alozie Kingsley was with-
drawn following security re-
ports found out about him. 

He pointed out that 
the appointment of  Dr 
Ezeakolam Nwaogwug-
wu took immediate effect. 
These are coming just a day 
after Ikpeazu suspended 
Prof  Osonwa Okorie as the 
Rector of  Abia State Poly-
technic Aba and replaced 
him with Ass. Prof  Hagler 
Okorie.

... Ask for her immediate replacement

Wednesday 15 - Thursday 16 March, 2023 

NLC warns FG: Threatens to embark on seven days warning strike
he Nigeria Labour TCongress (NLC) has 
issued a seven-day 

ultimatum to the Nigerian 
gover nment  to  end the 
cur rent  Naira  and fue l 
scarcity in the country.

The union's position is 
contained in a communiqué 
issued and jointly signed by 
its president, Joe Ajaero, and 
i t s  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y, 
Emmanuel Ugboaja, on 
Tuesday.

The communiqué was 
issued at the end of  the 
congress' Central Working 
Committee (CWC) meeting 
held on Monday.

The union said the poor 
implementation of  the Naira 
re-design policy has caused 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  p a i n  a n d 
hardship for the people.

It also said in the period 
under review, three major 
issues have engaged the 

n preparation for the If o r t h c o m i n g  c o m i n g 
H o u s e  o f  A s s e m b l y 

elections on Saturday 18th 
M a r c h ,  t h e  y o u t h s  o f  
Ezinihitte Mbaise under the 
aegis of  Ezinihitte Youth 
Concerned Citizens have 
raised concer n over  the 
conduc t  o f  the  cu r ren t 
Electoral Officer of  the LGA, 
Mrs Ekeoma Nebo.

The Organisation through 
a protest at the INEC office in 
the  LGA cal led  for  the 
immediate removal of  the EO 
and her further replacement.

Speaking to newsmen, at 
the protest, the Chairman of  

o  l e s s  t h a n  1 0 

Narmed thugs were 
on Sunday rounded 

up by the men of  Nigeria 
Army in Is i -Uzo local 
government council guest 
house at Ikem, Enugu state.

T h e  t h u g s  w e r e 
allegedly stationed in the 
guest house by the local 
g o v e r n m e n t  c o u n c i l 
chairman, Obiora Obeagu, 
for the purposes of  the 
March 18 Governorship, 
S e n a t e  a n d  H o u s e  o f  
Assembly  e l ec t ions  in 
Enugu East Senatorial zone.

The armed men were 
said to have been imported 

from Aguleri in Anambra 
state and quartered in the 
guest house waiting to 
unleash mayhem in the area 
on the day of  the election.

T h e y  w e r e  w e r e 
however rounded up by the 
a r m y  f o l l o w i n g  a n 
intelligent report and their 
g u n s  t h a t  r e p o r t e d l y 
included AK-47 and Pump 
Actions were confiscated by 
the security personnel and 
submitted to the Isi-Uzo 
Divisional Police station at 
Ikem.

The Chairman of  Isi-
uzo Local  gover nment 
council, Obeagu, however 

failed to react to the message 
sent to him for confirmation.

N a t i v e s  o f  I k e m 
community, however said 
the arrests was true and were 
worried that the council area 
was being turned into a war 
z o n e  b e c a m e  t h e 
Governorship candidate of  
the Labour Party, LP, Hon. 
Chijioke Edeoga, hailed 
from the council area.

A Lawyer, Mr. Onyeka 
Odoh said: “We were at the 
police station when the 
thugs were brought to the 
police station in Ikem, but 
the army did not allow us 
come close.”

the group, Comrade Iheoma 
Wisdom disclosed that the 
reason for the protest is to 
register their ill feeling about 
the activities of  the EO who 
has being in the LGA office for 
t h r e e  c o n s e c u t i v e 
electioneering periods.

The chairman disclosed 
that the conduct of  the EO 
during the last presidential/ 
National Assembly elections 
portrayed one who is partisan 
and bias in the discharge of  
her duties.

He further explained that 
the activities of  the EO speaks 
volumes as she has been 
bought over by a particular 
party, whereby she works to 
project their interest and not 

for the general well-being of  
the electorate in the LGA.

According to him, during 
the last election the list of  
INEC ad-hoc  s ta f f  was 
supposed to be published 
earlier but the EO played a 
smart one by withholding the 
legitimate list of  the trained 
INEC staff  and pasted names 
of  those that were not trained 
in the LGA.

He maintained that they 
have respect the EO as a 
mother hence the peaceful 
approach been used and 
would not want the eruption 
of  violence in the course of  the 
discharge of  her duty either 

The chairman further 
pleads on the INEC REC, 
Prof  Slyvester Uchenna Agu 
to intervene by redeploying 
t h e  E O  a n d  a  f r e s h 
replacement for the sake of  
peace and for free, fair and 
credible elections in the LGA.

Speaking also a member 
of  the group, Steve O. Echeta 
said the removal of  the EO 
should take effect before the 
f o r t h c o m i n g  H o u s e  o f  
Assembly Elections.

Echeta affirmed that the 
EO is sentimental, bias and 
w o r k i n g  f o r  s p e c i f i c 
individuals. He maintained 
the group is not partisan or 
working for a particular party 
but seeks for the general 
interest of  the LGA. He said, 
the replacement is necessary 
in order for a violent free 
election. According to him, 
several misconduct of  the EO 
proves she has a hidden 
agenda. He maintained that 
the group stands for peace 
hence the peaceful approach 
in their demands.

attention of  the nation.
“ T h e y  a r e 

p r e s i d e n t i a l / n a t i o n a l 
assembly elections; scarcity 
of  Petroleum motor spirit 
(PMS) and redesigning of  the 
N a i r a  n o t e s  a n d  i t s 
aftermath,” it said.

“A c c o r d i n g ly,  C WC 
r e s o l v e d  t o  g i v e  t h e 
government seven working 
d a y s  b e g i n n i n g  f r o m 
Tuesday, March 14 to make 
Naira notes available to the 
people or Congress would be 
compel led to  di rect  i t s 
members to withdraw their 
services.

“Similarly, the CWC-in-
session, after reviewing the 
fuel supply situation in the 
country and the attendant 
arbitrary costs at filling 
stations, expressed dismay at 
the nonchalance of  the 
NNPC and Government. It 
accordingly resolved to ask 

t h e  N N P C /  F G N  t o 
normalise the fuel supply 
situation.”

The union also expressed 
outrage at the “surreptitious 
increase in electricity tariff  
without notice and without 
improvement in the quality 
of  service.”

“CWC resolved that 
henceforth any surreptitious 
increase would be met with 
an appropriate response,” it 
added.

On state disputes, the 
labour union resolved to 
condemn interference in 
congress council elections, 
noting that governors have no 
business controlling the state 
councils of  congress. It also 
resolved to set up caretaker 
committees in Osun, Ebonyi 
and Imo.

“CWC after reviewing 
t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  a n d 
performance of  the Labour 

Party resolved to contribute 
t o  r e b u i l d i n g  a n d 
repositioning the party by 
sensitising workers and other 
Nigerians.

“There were national 
protest actions in Abia and 
Imo states over non-payment 
of  salaries/ allowances and 
pensions for several months, 
non-remittance of  check-off  
dues and other anti-union 
activities.

“ R e v i e w i n g  t h e 
performance of  the actions, it 
was noted that the Abia State 
Government has signed an 
agreement with Congress 
pending full implementation 
of  the agreement,” it added.

In Imo, however, the 
CWC said the protest action 

is ongoing as more unions are 
poised to join the agitation.

“Refusal to implement 
previous agreements reached 
between the state government 
and trade unions since 2021, 
20 months salary arrears 
owed  to  some  worker s 
stigmatised as ghost workers, 
d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  1 1 , 0 0 0 
workers in the state as ghost 
workers and diversion of  
their salaries even when they 
were regularly at work,” the 
union said.

“ Va n d a l i s a t i o n  o f  
c o n g r e s s  o f f i c e  a n d 
equipment by hoodlums 
r e c r u i t e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e 
government, implementation 
of  discriminatory pay and 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s a t i o n  o f  

a p a r t h e i d  i n  m o n t h l y 
payments, refusal to pay 8 
years arrears of  gratuities 
owed retirees.

 “ N o n  a p p r o p r i a t e 
implementa t ion  o f  the 
national minimum wage law, 
harassment, intimidation 
and brutalisation of  trade 
union leaders in the state, 
intimidation of  workers in 
t h e  s t a t e ,  c o n t i n u o u s 
disregard for  col lect ive 
b a r g a i n i n g  a n d  s o c i a l 
d i a l o g u e  a n d  v i o l e n t 
interference and disruption 
of  the congress delegates 
conference in the governor's 
bid to impose his favoured 
candidates.”

Election violence: 10 suspected armed
thugs arrested in Enugu
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Despite CBN orders, traders, transporters 
in Awka, Onitsha reject old Naira notes

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,  
Awka

T
raders, transporters at 
the commercial nerve 
centre and capital of 

Anambra state, Onitsha and 
Awka respectively have con-
tinue to reject old denomina-
tions of  500 naira and 1000 
naira notes despite Central 
Bank of  Nigeria Order.

The acting Director, CBN 
Corporate Communica-
tions, Isa Abdulmumin dur-
ing the Bankers’ Committee 
meeting held on Sunday said 
the CBN gave the directive 
that the “Old N200, N500, 
and N1,000 banknotes Re-
main Legal Tender”, News 
Echo reports.

 “Accordingly, the CBN 
met with the Bankers’ Com-
mittee and has directed that 
the old N200, N500 and 
N1000 banknotes remain 
legal tender alongside the re-

designed banknotes till De-
cember 31, 2023.

Consequently, all con-
cerned are directed to con-
form accordingly.” The court 
had said the Federal Govern-
ment’s naira redesign policy 
contravened the 1999 Consti-
tution.

Abdulmumin said the di-
rective was in compliance 
with Buhari’s administration 
obedience to court orders, 
yet this might not be the case 
of  these small scale business 
owners who are bent at obey-
ing the first CBN directives 
not to accept these notes an-
ymore.  Our correspondent 
who took to the streets to 
ascertain the level of  com-
pliance of  the new order re-
ports that despite Emefiele’s 
statement to accept these old 
notes, most of these traders, 
transporters, artisans did 
heed to the instruction.

A shuttle driver operating 

at the Amawbia axis who 
gave his name as Emeka said 
when we were told to stop 
the use of  old Bill’s, there 
were posters on bill board-
sHe stressed that this might 
be a ploy for Igbo traders for 
it to jeopardise the business 
activities of the southeast.

“So we don’t want to fall 
a victim of  these plans until 
after the election and we are 
fully convinced that the old 
naira notes is been univer-
sally accepted in most states 
before some of  us begin to 
collect it”, he added.

Another petty business 
woman who deals on arti-
cles, mama Ifeoma noted 
that her fears still remains 
that she might not be able 
to use the money when she 
visits eke awka market to 
buy food for her children. 
She further added that her 
acceptance of  the old notes 
would depend on the general 

acceptability of  traders at the 
market.

For Mazi Ugochukwu 
who owns a beer parlour at 
Okpuno Awka, lamented the 
sufferings he went through 
few weeks before election. 

“ Most of  my customers 
came and bought drinks and 
pepper soup which they paid 
with old notes. At first when 
the rumour was on, I never 
took cognisance of  it, though 
i expected the places we buy 
drinks in cartons to accept 
it but they refused. I had to 
pay deduct money from the 
actual amount I had before 
one of  the POS guys could 
correct it”, he decried

Meanwhile, when our 
correspondent visited the 
Upper Iweka at Onitsha, he 
gathered that some motor 
parks like Peace motors, Star 
Sunny, Izuchukwu transport 
as well buses going to Asaba, 
delta state rejected the old 
naira notes.

Even, shuttle drivers ru-
ining around both cities of 

Awka and Onitsha, finds it 
difficult to accept the old 500 
and 1000 naira notes, News 
Echo reports.

Meanwhile, Anambra 
state Governor, Prof  Charles 
Soludo on monday warned 
banks in the state to comply 
by accepting the old 500 and 
1000 naira notes or risk be-
ing shut down.

The governor also called 
on the resident of  the state 
to report any bank that has 
failed to comply with the or-
der. 

“Tellers at the commercial 
banks are to generate the 
codes for deposits and there 
is no limit to the number of 
times an individual or com-
pany can make deposits”. 

“Residents of  Anambra 
are therefore advised to free-
ly accept and transact their 
businesses with the old cur-
rency notes (N200; N500; 
and N1, 000) as well as the 
new notes. 

Residents should report 
any bank that refuses to ac-

Middle, President General of the community, Mr Hippolite Olua addressing the angry 
crowd at the Awka.

From Dan Maduagwu,
 Umuahia

A 
chieftain of  the Peo-
ples Democratic 
Party (PDP) in Abia 

State, Chief  Tony Otuonye 
has been nabbed by the De-
partment of  State Security 
(DSS) in the State for upload-
ing a violent video online.

He is now undergoing in-
terrogations to explain his 
roles in a trending violent 
video.

This is even as Abia State 
Police Command has prom-
ised to prosecute the politi-
cian for inciting violence and 
ritual crimes.

His arrest followed a trend-
ing Facebook video where 
the PDP chieftain was seen 

threatening to use human 
sacrifice to ensure the victory 
of  all PDP candidates in the 
March 18 governorship and 
House of  Assembly elections.

Otuonye in the video he 
allegedly uploaded on his 
Facebook page on Sunday 
was seen warning that any 
voter who voted against PDP 
would be dealt with.

He declared that whatever 
it required to ensure the victo-
ry of  PDP in Abia would be 
applied on March 18, accord-
ing to him, including human 
sacrifice.

But the a source at DSS 
office besides the Abia 
State House of  Assembly in 
Umuahia told News Echo 
that Chief  Otuonye has been 
arrested for questioning by 

the security federal security 
agency in line with the zero 
tolerance of  Mr Friday Onu-
che, DSS Director in Abia.

Meanwhile, Abia State Po-
lice Public Relations Officer 
(PPRO), Mr Geoffrey Og-
bonna has confirmed that the 
Police would investigate the 
matter.

Ogbonna cautioned against 
violent and inflammatory 
utterances from Politicians 
or their supporters, as such 
would not be condoned.

Similarly, the campaign of-
fice of  Sir Okey Ahaiwe, PDP 
guber candidate in the State 
has disowned the alleged 
videos and its producer, say-
ing that Ahaiwe is a peaceful 
man who does not encourage 
or believe in violence of  any 
type.

Guber polls: All LP candidates have my 100% 
support – Obi

T
he Presidential Can-
didate of  the Labour 
Party, Peter Obi, has 

declared 100 per cent support 
for Labour Party governor-
ship and National Assembly 
candidates for Saturday’s 
election.

Obi said this in response to 
a question on an Arise Tele-
vision Program in Abuja, on 
Monday.

He explained that his sup-
port remains with all Labour 
Candidates who received the 
party’s ticket after passing 
through the normal nomina-
tion process as enshrined in 
the party’s constitution.

Obi appealed to Obidoents 
across party lines not to de-
spair but to come out in their 
numbers to vote for compe-
tence, character and capacity 
which Labour Party candi-
dates represent.

He specifically mentioned 
states like Enugu (Hon. Chi-
jioke Edeoga), Lagos (Gbade-
bo Patrick Rhodes-Vivour 
), Abia (Alex Otti), Delta 
(Deacon Ken Pela), Kaduna, 
(Johnathan Asake) Plateau 
(Dr. Sunday Patrick Dakum) 
among others whom he is 
urging Obidients in these 
states to give maximum sup-
port on Saturday because, ac-
cording to him, with them, a 
foundation for a new Nigeria 
of  our dream will be realized.

The LP flag bearer also 
disclosed that in some states 
where Labour Party has 
no flag bearer, the Obidient 
should identify and vote for 
competent persons in other 
parties who have character 
and capacity and who share 
in the aspiration of  a new Ni-
geria.

He said that there are still 

some Nigerians in other polit-
ical parties who believe in the 
Obidient aspirations, pointing 
out that such people should 
be fished where we have no 
candidate and vote for them.

I wasn’t part of  search 
for kidney donor – Ekwere-
madu’s wife

Beatrice Ekweremadu, the 
wife of  former Senate Deputy 
President Ike Ekweremadu, 
has denied any involvement 
in finding an organ donor for 
their ailing daughter, Sonia.

Beatrice was arrested with 
her husband in the UK last 
year for allegedly smuggling 
a young man into the country 
for a kidney.

She denied the charges on 
Monday at the Old Bailey in 
London, where she is being 
triedalongside her husband, 
daughter and a doctor, Obin-
na Obeta.

Abia PDP chieftain in DSS net for threatening 
human sacrifice 

... As Soludo threatens to shut down
non-compliance banks

cept deposits of  the old notes.  
Anambra State Government 
will not only report such a 
bank to the CBN, but will 
also immediately shut down 
the defaulting branch”. 

Elder state man, Chief 
Sotre Eze in a telephone 
conversation with our corre-
spondent said the statement 
issued by the Governor was 
a great effort geared towards 
improving the economic sit-
uation of  the state. 

Chief Eze reiterated that 
there’s need to sensitize the 
citizens especially, traders 
and service providers. Infor-
mation from Deposit Money 
Banks indicate that traders 
refuse to accept the old Na-
ira notes from buyers, ditto 
for transporters/commercial 
vehicles and sundry service 
providers.

While the governorship 
and state house of  Assembly 
election draws near, it is ex-
pected that the most people 
will start accepting it soon 
after the exercise.

Wednesday 15 - Thursday 16 March, 2023 

INEC Chairman, NSA meet over Gov Polls
ith few days to the WM a r c h  1 8 
Governorship and 

House of  Assembly polls, 
political parties and their 
supporters have been urged to 
shun violence.

C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e 
I n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i o n a l 
E l e c t o r a l  C o m m i s s i o n 
(INEC), Professor Mahmood 
Yakubu and the National 
Security Adviser,  Major 
General Babagana Moguno, 
gave the appeal on Tuesday 
during the Inter-Agency 
Consultative Committee on 
Election Security.

Speci f ica l ly,  Yakubu 
implored political parties, 
c a n d i d a t e s  a n d  t h e i r 
supporters to see the election 
as a contest, not war.

T h e  I n t e r - A g e n c y 
Consultative Committee on 
Election Security meeting gets 
underway at the INEC HQ, 
A b u j a .  T h e 
Governorship/State Houses 

o f  A s s e m b ly  e l e c t i o n s, 
scheduled for 18th March is 
on the agenda.

He wants them to “refrain 
from acts of  violence that may 
m a r  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  o r 
compromise the security of  
our personnel, observers, the 
media and service providers.”

“There will also be more 
candidates involved and more 
collation centres to protect. 
They are also local elections 
involving keen contests. It is 
therefore important for parties 
and candidates to speak to 
their agents and supporters to 
see the elections as a contest 
and not war,” he added.

While thanking security 
a g e n c i e s  f o r  t h e 
professionalism of  their 
personnel and the largely 
peaceful conduct of  the 
presidential election, he said 
INEC state off ices have 
provided the police with the 
details for the governorship 
and state assembly elections, 

including locations of  polling 
units and collation centres.

There will also be more 
candidates involved and more 
collation centres to protect. 
They are also local elections 
involving keen contests. It is 
therefore important for parties 
and candidates to speak to 
their agents and supporters to 
see the elections as a contest 
and not war.

Unlike the February 25 
Presidential and National 
Polls that held nationwide, the 
Governorship elections will 
only hold in 28 States.

Those exempted are eight 
states – Anambra, Bayelsa, 
Edo, Ekiti, Imo, Kogi, Ondo 
and Osun – because polls are 
held off-cycle.

To ensure a hitch-free 
e l e c t i o n ,  I N E C  i n 
collaboration with security 
agencies will ensure that the 
exercise the State elections 
w i l l  i n v o l v e  1 , 0 2 1 
constituencies.
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Economy

usiness conditions in BA f r i c a ' s  b i g g e s t 
economy dipped for 

the first time in over two 
years (June 2020) owing to 
the lingering scarcity of  the 
naira, according to the latest 
Purchasing Managers' Index 
(PMI).

The monthly PMI by 
Stanbic IBTC Bank showed 
tha t  the  head l ine  PMI 
declined to 44.7 in February 
2023  f rom 53 .5  in  the 
previous month. Readings 
a b o v e  5 0 . 0  s i g n a l  a n 
improvement in business 
conditions, while readings 
b e l o w  5 0 . 0  s h o w 
deterioration.

“This indicates the first 
contraction in private sector 

he Federal Airports TAuthority of  Nigeria 
has announced that 

Runway 18R and 36L of  the 
M u r t a l a  M u h a m m e d 
International Airport, Lagos, 
will be shut for eight weeks 
down for maintenance. 

The Runway 18R and 
36L is specifically dedicated 
for international f lights. 
Following the development, 
the Federal Government has 
diverted all international 
flights to Runway 18L and 

igerians applying for 

Npassports will be 
charged N1000 in 

Nigeria for the verification of  
their National Identification 
Number. 

The National Identity 
Management Commission 
disclosed this in a statement 
signed by its Head, Corporate 
Communications, Kayode 
Adegoke, on Monday. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
commission, the fee is to 
improve the  qual i ty  of  
service, accuracy, and speed 
of  passport services through 
timely verification of  NIN. 

It stated that it agreed on 
this framework with the 
N i g e r i a n  I m m i g r a t i o n 
Service. NIMC said, “This 
new ar rangement  i s  in 
furtherance of  the Federal 
M i n i s t r y  o f  
Communications and Digital 
Economy's  d i rec t ive  to 
s t r e a m l i n e  p a s s p o r t 
application, renewal, and 
issuance processes.

“Consequently, a NIN 
Verification fee would be 
charged for each Nigerian 
passport application for this 
service.” 

It added, “NIMC and 
NIS have agreed on a revised 
applicant journey that will 
significantly improve the 

business conditions in over 
two years. The steep decline 
is attributed to the cash 
s h o r t a g e  c h a l l e n g e s 
exper ienced across  the 
country during the month,” 
Muyiwa Oni, head of  equity 
research West Africa at 
Stanbic IBTC Bank said.

He said the decl ine 
consequently resulted in 
contraction in both outputs 
and consumer orders, which 
made firms scale back on 
purchas ing  and  h i r ing 
activities.

“Furthermore, persistent 
fuel shortages from the 
beginning of  the year saw 
petrol pump prices increase, 
w h i c h  b o t h  i n c r e a s e d 
production cost for firms and 

36R located at the domestic 
wing of  the Lagos airport. 
The Runway 18L is dedicated 
for local flights. 

FAAN in a statement on 
Monday confirmed that 
Taxiway B-18L would be used 
i n s t e a d  f o r  a l l  f l i g h t 
operations until maintenance 
was completed. 

However, stakeholders 
have expressed divergent 
views over the development.

The President of  the 
Assoc ia t ion  o f  Fore ign 

speed of  passport issuance 
/re-issuance and reduce the 
traff ic  vis i t ing the NIS 
office(s). The NIN service, 
fees, and the new NIS process 
will go live on 1st April.” 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
commission, Nigerians will 
p a y  N 1 0 0 0  f o r  N I N 
verification in Nigeria, $5 in 
other African countries, and 
$15 in other countries.

NIN is supposed to tie an 
individual's record together, 
according to the NIMC. An 
individual's demographic 
data, fingerprints, head-to-
shoulder facial picture, other 
biometric data, and digital 
signature are supposed to be 
lodged in the National 
Iden t i ty  Database  and 
conf i rmed and ver i f ied 
through NIN. Recently, the 
Acting Comptroller General 
of  Nigeria Immigration 
Service, Isah Idris, blamed 
the delay in the issuance of  
passports on the integration 
of  data between NIS, and 
NIMC. 

He said, “The delay in 
the processing of  passport 
applications could be as a 
result of  the integration of  
data between NIS and the 
NIMC, which also, in turn, 
integrate with the BVN data 
of  applicants.” 

led to supplier delivery 
delays,” he added.

The index also revealed 
that the deterioration in 
business conditions ended a 
31 -month  sequence  o f  
expansion and the fall in 
output ended a seven month 
sequence of  growth.

“The reductions were 
the most pronounced in the 
survey's history, apart from 
during the opening wave of  
the COVID-19 pandemic,” it 
said.

It said that the most 
severe impacts  of  cash 
shortages were seen with 
regards to output and new 
orders,  which both fel l 
substantially as customers 
were often unable to secure 

Airlines and Representatives 
i n  N i g e r i a ,  K i n g s l e y 
Nwokoma, said, “If  you go 
into the history of  runway 
closures, there's never been a 
time we have two runways 
running concurrently for a 
long time. FAAN recently 
worked on one and we had 
assumed we had a lasting 
solution but now we're back to 
square one. Of  course, if  you 
don't  have two runways 
working concurrently, traffic 
will be affected as usual; there 
will be a lot of  boarding as 
both international and local 
flights will be on the same 
runway. 

“My advice  i s  tha t 
whatever they're doing, eight 
weeks should be eight weeks. 
Foreign airlines hope that this 
will be a final solution and 
then we can have two runways 
running concurrently for a 
long time like we see in other 
climes which have more two 
runways.” 

S p e a k i n g  w i t h  o u r 
correspondent on this new 
development, an industry 
expert and former Director of  
General Aviation at the 
Nigerian Civi l  Aviation 
Authority, Capt. Ayodele 
S a s e g b o n ,  h a i l e d  t h e 
maintenance move by FAAN 
but noted that the agency 
must keep to the stipulated 
schedule.

He hopes FAAN has 
learnt to manage the 'make 
shift' runway better than it did 
last year when it shut the 
runway to fix airfield lighting. 

Aviation expert, Capt. 
James Daniel ,  said,  “If  
FAAN is closing down the 
international runway which is 
slightly longer, I believe the 
other runway is of  sufficient 
length to  accommodate 
bigger aircraft. I don't see that 
having a  major  impact . 
Obviously, there will be delays 
in flights because of  the extra 
number of  aircraft flying off  
the other runway so it would 
obviously increase delays. 
The primary issue is the delay 
it will create of  the traffic 
congestion.” 

the funds to commit to 
spending. “With new orders 
a n d  o u t p u t  f a l l i n g , 
companies reduced their 
input buying and staffing 
levels accordingly.”

Africa's most populous 
nation is being roiled by 
internal crises. Households 
and businesses are being 
whipsawed by a chronic 
shortage of  cash occasioned 
by the naira redesign policy 
of  the Central Bank of  
Nigeria (CBN).

T h e  s c a r c i t y  a l s o 
increased the cost of  living of  
cash-strapped Nigerians last 
month after the inflation rate 
slowed down in December 
for the first time in 11 
months.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
National Bureau of  statistics, 
the country's inflation rate 
rose by 0.47 percent points to 
21.82 percent in January 
f rom 21 .34  pe rcen t  in 
December.

A recent report by the 
F i n a n c i a l  D e r i va t i ve s 
Company predicts that the 
inflation rate could further 
increase in February as a 
result of  the unintended 
consequences of  the naira 
swap programme, election 
spending, and high energy 
costs.

“However, we expect the 
CBN to intensify efforts 
towards aligning with the 
f ede ra l  gover nment  to 
securitize its ways and means 
advances that should curb 
money supply growth and 
rein in inflation in the near 
term,” it said.

The cash shortages have 
slowed down economic 
activities in the country. 
Manufacturers Association 
of  Nigeria (MAN) said they 
are already seeing a drastic 
reduction of  more than 25 
percent in sales of  locally 
manufactured products.

 “ W h a t  s h o u l d 
ordinarily be a welcome 
monetary policy to improve 
the CBN management of  
naira currency has become 
e n m e s h e d  i n  t a r d y 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  a n d 
needless  d i s r upt ion  o f  
businesses and everyday life 
of  the people,” Segun Ajayi-
Kadir, director-general of  
MAN said.

Analysts have said that 
the cash scarcity could affect 
t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  G r o s s 
Domestic Product (GDP) 
rate for the first quarter of  
this year. According to the 
NBS, it expanded to 3.52 
percent in Q4 of  last year 
from 2.25 percent in the 
previous quarter.

“The l ingering cash 
shortages will likely continue 
t o  d a m p e n  e c o n o m i c 
activities and could depress 
economic growth in the Q1,” 
Oni of  Stanbic IBTC Bank 
said.

The plummeting of  

p r o d u c t i v i t y  h a s 
implications for GDP and a 
domino effect on other 
e c o n o m i c  i n d i c e s,  t h e 
Nigerian Economic Summit 
Group said in a recent report.

“This can mean fewer 
job opportunities, increasing 
pover ty incidence, thus 
adversely impacting the 
collective economic health 

i l  m a r k e t e r s ,  o n 

OMonday, insisted that 
they were no more 

interested in the old naira notes 
and would not collect them 
from the public, despite claims 
that the Central Bank of  Nigeria 
had cleared the bills for the 
transaction. 

It was also gathered that 
Deposit Money Banks had yet 
to communicate any directive to 
oil marketers as regards the 
collection of  the old naira notes. 

Marketers of  Premium 
Motor Spirit, popularly called 
petrol, and other petroleum 
p r o d u c t s ,  t o l d  o u r 
correspondent that since the 
Federal  Gover nment  had 
redesigned the naira notes, it 
should make it surplus and stop 
p u t t i n g  N i g e r i a n s  i n t o 
confusion. 

“They said they have 
redesigned the naira, and if  they 
have done that, then the Central 
Bank of  Nigeria should release 
the new money. Why are they 
taking us  backwards and 
confusing people? What are we 
going to do with the old 
m o n e y ? ”  t h e  S e c r e t a r y, 
I n d e p e n d e n t  Pe t r o l e u m 
Marketers Association of  
N i g e r i a ,  A b u j a - S u l e j a , 
Mohammed Shuaibu, stated.

He added, “The Federal 
G ove r n m e n t  s a i d  i t  h a d 
directed the CBN to destroy the 
old notes and that the notes 
cease to be legal tender. So as far 
as we are concerned, and as 
businessmen, it will be very 
difficult to go ahead and start 
collecting that money. 

“For it is until we hear that 
banks have started collecting it 
before we will start collecting it 
from the public. But as far as we 
are concerned, we will not 
collect any old money in any of  
our petrol stations. 

He said the banks “have not 
told us to collect the old notes, 
and even the new notes, we are 
not seeing them. Majorly the 
fuel we are selling is through 
bank transfers and Point of  Sale 

of  the population,” it said.
The report added that as 

employment opportunities 
reduce; consumer spending 
will also decrease, resulting 
in an economic slowdown. 
“This may consequently lead 
to decreased government 
revenue, primarily from non-
oil sources.”

service, which is cashless.”
Shuaibu argued that the 

President, Major General 
Muhammadu Buhari (retd.), 
had said that his directive was 
for the CBN to destroy the old 
N1,000 and N500 notes, and 
that they ceased to be legal 
tender. 

 “So where are the old notes 
coming from? And if  not for the 
network problem we encounter 
in Nigeria, this cashless policy is 
the best,” the IPMAN official 
stated. 

He stressed that if  the 
Federal  Gover nment  was 
insisting on the redesigned new 
notes, it should make it surplus 
and allow it to circulate. 

C o m m e n t i n g  o n  t h e 
judgement of  the Supreme 
Court, Shuaibu said, “Based on 
that judgement, we now have 
two types of  N1,000 notes – old 
and new, as well as N500 notes. 
Now, which one is the authentic 
legal tender? 

“The Federal Government 
said it had stopped the old 
notes, and the Supreme Court 
said people should transact with 
it till December, please, which 
one should we follow? 

“If  we are going to be using 
both, it means we will have two 
types of  N1,000 and N500 
notes in circulation. Is this not 
going to create confusion? The 
CBN should come out and tell 
us, or tell the commercial 
banks.” 

He said the commercial 
banks should then tell the oil 
marketers, in order to have a 
seamless flow of  cash across the 
country.

“But as far as we are 
concerned, those of  us in this 
business, we don't even want 
that old money again and we 
are not going to collect it. 

“However, as I'm talking to 
you now, if  the banks had asked 
us to collect the old notes, I will 
be the first to accept it and 
deposit same to the banks. But 
honestly, there's nothing like 
that now,” Shuaibu stated. 
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disagreement, the tenant 
grabbed the manhood of  the 
deceased and dragged him 
with it. 

“Consequent ly,  the 
landlord fell unconscious 
on the ground and he was 
rushed to the General 
Hospital, Ota, where the 
doctor on duty confirmed 
him dead. 

“Upon the report, the 
DPO Sango Ota division, 
CSP Saleh Dahiru, quickly 
led his detectives to the 
scene where the suspect was 
promptly arrested and taken 
to custody for investigation.

“On interrogation, the 
suspect claimed that the 
deceased asked her to pay 
for the electricity bill, but 
she insisted that until water 
is directly connected to her 
apartment as promised by 
the landlord before she 
packed in, she will not pay 
the electricity or any other 

Criminal Law of  Lagos 
State, 2015.

The charge read, “That 
you, Roland Okajere, on 
January 4, 2023, at your 
shop at Ikotun Bus Stop, 
Lagos State, in the Lagos 
Magisterial District, did rape 
your daughter, 18, by having 
sexual intercourse with her 
without her consent and 
the reby  commi t t ed  an 
offence punishable under 
Section 260 of  the Criminal 
Law of  Lagos State, 2015.” 

The magistrate did not 
take the defendant's plea. 

O w o l a b i  s a i d  t h e 
d e f e n d a n t  w o u l d  b e 
r emanded  fo r  30  days 
pending the receipt of  advice 
from the Director of  Public 
Prosecution.

The case was adjourned 
til l  April  12, 2023, for 
mention.

“ T h e  d e c e a s e d 
subsequently slumped, and 
he  was  r ushed  to  the 
h o s p i t a l  b u t  w a s 
pronounced dead by doctor 
on duty. 

“The corpse has been 

told the court that the case 
was reported by the father of  
the victim, Tyoapine Sule of  
Tse- Agberagba Konshisha 
LGA, Benue on Feb 22, 
2023.

The  po l i ce  sa id  the 
victim, Kpadoo, was two 
months pregnant and alleged 
that the suspect out of  
annoyance beat his wife who 
later bled to death.

The prosecution said an 
investigation into the matter 
was still ongoing and prayed 
t h e  c o u r t  f o r  a n 
adjournment.

He  sa id  the  o f fence 
contravenes the provisions of  
Section 222 of  the penal code 
laws of  Benue State 2004.

transfer of  the suspect to the 
Homicide section of  the 
State Criminal Investigation 
Department for further 
investigation and diligent 
prosecution. 

Abuja, reported the matter 
at Nyanya Police Station. 

Osho said on Jan. 26, 
w h i l e  t h e  n o m i n a l 
complainant was under 
Nyanya bridge sharing 
questionnaire, the convict 
conspired with one other 
person, now at large, to 
defraud him. 

He said Sunday who 
claimed to be a prophet of  
God criminally deceived 
him and collected his 
Infinix phone valued at 
N43, 000, and disappeared 
with his accomplice.

The prosecutor said 
d u r i n g  a  p o l i c e 
investigation, the convict 
was sighted at a location 
and arrested. 

Osho also told the 
court that Sunday had 
confessed to the offence 
which contravened Section 
97 and 322 of  the Penal 
Code. 

conviction of  the accused 
even without the evidence 
being collaborated.

Justice Enang said in a 
charge of  murder, what the 
prosecution must prove 
beyond reasonable doubt, 
are the ingredients of  the 
offence that the deceased 
died and that the death was 
caused by the act of  the 
accused with an intention to 
kill or cause him grievous 
bodily harm.

The Court held that by 
smashing the head of  his 
father on the wall, the 
convict had intended to kill 
him.

Justice Ezekiel Enang 
found Moses Edo, an okada 
rider, guilty of  murder and 
ordered that he should be 
hanged or lethal substance 
injected inside him until he 
is dead.

The case, which was 
prosecuted by the State 
Ministry of  Justice and 
defended by the Legal Aid 
Council of  Nigeria, has laid 
to rest, the eight years of  
prosecution of  the matter at 
the trial Court.

A
 3 3 - y e a r - o l d 

woman, I feoma 
Ossai, killed her 50-

year-old landlord, Monday 
O l a d e l e ,  d u r i n g  a 
disagreement after grabbing 
his manhood and dragging 
him till he died. 

T h e  Po l i c e  P u b l i c 
Relations Officer in the 
s t a t e ,  S P  A b i m b o l a 
Oyeyemi, disclosed this in a 
statement on Tuesday. 

Oyeyemi said men of  
the State Police Command 
a r r e s t e d  t h e  s u s p e c t 
following a report lodged at 
S a n g o - O t a  d iv i s i o n a l 
headquarters. 

Oyeyemi said the police 
were hinted by one Olaleye 
Taiwo, who reported that 
his brother, Oladele, had a 
disagreement with his 
tenant over the payment of  
electricity bill.

According to Oyeyemi 
i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  

n Ikeja Magistrate's 

ACour t  s i t t ing  a t 
Ogba, Lagos State, 

has remanded a 36-year-old 
man, Roland Okajere, at the 
Kirikiri Correctional Centre 
for allegedly raping his 18-
year-old daughter inside his 
shop in the Ikotun area of  
the state. 

The Magistrate, Mr L. A 
Owolabi gave the order after 
the defendant who is facing a 
charge bordering on rape 
preferred against him by the 
police was arraigned on 
Monday. 

The police prosecutor, 
I n s p e c t o r  E s t h e r 
Igbineweka, told the court 
t h a t  t h e  d e f e n d a n t 
committed the offence on 
January 4, 2023. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
prosecutor,  the offence 
committed is punishable 
under Section 260 of  the 

utility bill. 
“This led to a scuffle 

between them consequent 
upon which the suspect 
grabbed the manhood of  the 
deceased and dragged him 
with it. 

 Magistrates' court in AMakurdi on Tuesday 
o r d e r e d  t h a t  a 

farmer, Ternenge Igbaade be 
remanded in a correctional 
facility for allegedly causing 
the death of  his wife.

The Magistrate,  Mrs 
Erdoo Ter, did not take the 
plea of  Igbaade who was 
charged  wi th  cu lpab le 
homicide by the police

for want of  jurisdiction.
She ordered that he be 

remanded in the Makurdi 
Correctional Centre and 
adjourned the case until 
April 19, for further mention.

Earlier, the Prosecution 
Counsel, Insp James Ewache 

he Nigeria Customs TService (NCS), Ogun 
1 Area Command 

has intercepted 6,743 bags 
o f  s m u g g l e d  f o r e i g n 
parboiled rice of  50kg each, 
equivalent to 11 trailer loads.

The command also said 
it generated a total sum of  
N 2 8 , 4 4 5 , 7 5 7  t h r o u g h 
import duties and auction 
sales of  scrap vehicles and 
petroleum products between 
January and February of  
this year.

The Area Controller, 
B a m i d e l e  M a k i n d e , 
disclosed this  Tuesday 
during a press briefing in 

Abeokuta, the Ogun State 
capital, as he spoke on the 
activities of  the command in 
the last two months.

M a k i n d e  s a i d  t h e 
c o m m a n d  m a d e  1 1 5 
seizures during the period 
under review, saying the 
Duty Payable Value (DPV) 
of  the  se ized i tems i s 
N231,218,506.00.

He said the seizures 
were made at different 
locations such as Abeokuta, 
Ilaro and Ipokia/Idiroko 
axis.

Some of  the seized 
items are: 19,806 litres of  

Premium Motor  Spir i t 
(PMS), 18 units of  used 
vehicles used as means of  
conveyance, 64 sacks and 
824 wraps of  Cannabis 
Sativa suspected to be 
Indian hemp.

Others are 10 big pieces 
and 19 small pieces of  
artefacts, 73 bales of  second-
hand clothing, 900 pieces of  
foreign used tyres, 520 
cartons of  foreign poultry 
products among others.

M a k i n d e  s a i d , 
“Relentless anti-smuggling 
campaign of  the command 
has continued to improve 
the seizure profile.

H e  s a i d ,  “ T h e 
command is committed to 

facilitating legitimate trade. 
We value the business 
c o m mu n i t y  a n d  t h e i r 
contribution to the economy 
of  the nation.”

While assuring business 
owners of  his continuous 
support in all aspects of  their 
trading activities, he urged 
them to avoid illicit trades 
that could negatively affect 
the economy and tarnish 
their reputation.

He warned recalcitrant 
and would-be smugglers to 
steer clear of  smuggling 
activities, saying anyone 
caught in the act would be 
made to face the full weight 
of  the law.

deposited at the hospital 
mortuary for postmortem 
examination.” 

The PPRO, however, 
said the Commissioner of  
Police, Frank Mba, has 
ordered the immediate 

n  U p p e r  A r e a 

ACourt in Karu, 
A b u j a ,  o n 

Tuesday, sentenced a 29-
year-old man, Imo Sunday, 
t o  f o u r  m o n t h s 
imprisonment for stealing 
a mobile phone worth 
N43,000. 

The Judge, Hassan 
Mohammed, sentenced 
Sunday after he pleaded 
guilty to the offence of  theft 
and begged for leniency. 

The judge, however, 
gave the convict an option 
to pay a fine of  N10,000. 

M o h a m m e d  a l s o 
ordered that the sum of  
N43,000 must be paid by 
the convict to the nominal 
c o m p l a i n a n t  a s 
compensation.

E a r l i e r ,  t h e 
Prosecut ion Counsel , 
Olanrewaju Osho, told the 
c o u r t  t h a t  U d e h 
Emmanuel of  Jikwoyi, 

A
kwa Ibom State 
High court sitting 
in Etinan Local 

Government Area of  the 
State has sentenced one 
Moses Abdon Edo, aged 37, 
to death by hanging for 
killing his father, Abdon 
Peter Edo.

The Court presided over 
by Justice Ezekiel Enang 
held that the convict, an 
indigene of  Ikot Ukobo in 
Nsi t  Ubium LGA had 
confessed in his statement 
that he single-handedly 
killed his father in a broad 
daylight on 29th July, 2015, 
in his house and buried him 
beside his son's grave.

Justice Enang in a one 
hour judgement said the 
convict, who is the first son 
o f  the  deceased ,  a l so 
confessed that he pursued 
his father to the backyard of  
his old building and hit his 
head on the wall where he 
died on the spot over landed 
property.

The Court held that once 
a confessional statement is 
p o s i t i v e ,  d i r e c t  a n d 
unequivocal of  fact, it is 
s u f f i c i e n t  t o  s e c u r e 
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future.”
In same vein, Napoli star 

Stanislav Lobotka believes 
h i s  t e a m m a t e,  V i c t o r 
Osimhen is among the top 
four strikers in the world.

Osimhen has shouldered 
t h e  g o a l - s c o r i n g 
responsibilities for Napoli 
both in Serie A and Europe 
this season.

The Partenopei are on 
course to win their first 
Scudetto in 30 years having 
established a 19-point lead at 
the top of  the log.

Luciano Spalletti's side 
are also on the verge of  
securing a place in the 
quarter-finals of  the UEFA 

period when Arsenal's title 
challenge will fall apart.

“There's a lot of  football 
still to play. They've still got 
to play Man City, and then 
after they play Man City, 
they've got to play Chelsea, 
who have pulled it together, 
then they've got to play 

uper  Eag les  v ice -

Sc a p t a i n ,  Wi l l i a m 
Troos t -Ekong  has 

rated his compatriot, Victor 
Osimhen the best forward in 
the game at the moment.

Osimhen is having a 
memorable campaign with 
Serie A club, Napoli.

The striker has scored 19 
g o a l s  i n  2 2  l e a g u e 
a p p e a r a n c e s  f o r  t h e 
Partenopei, who are on 
course to win the Scudetto 
for the first time in three 
decades.

The 24-year-old has also 
picked up some individual 
awards this season.

Osimhen was named the 

ormer Tottenham Fmidfielder,  Jamie 
O'Hara has insisted 

that Arsenal will “bottle” the 
Premier League title this 
season.

The Gunners currently 
hold a five-point lead over 
Manchester City who are in 
second place.

There are now just 11 

AA Gent forward, KGift Orban has said 
he will love to play 

in the English Premier 
League in future.

The 20-year-old moved 
to Gent from Norwegian 
s e c o n d  d iv i s i o n  c l u b, 
Staebek in January.

Orban has however hit 
t h e  h e a d l i n e s  f o r  h i s 
superlative displays for the 
Belgian Pro League club.

The young striker scored 
four goals in Gent's 6-2 rout 
of  Zulte Waregem last 
weekend.

The Nigerian was the 
first Gent player to achieve 
the feat this century.

Overa l l ,  Orban  has 
netted nine times in eight 
appearances since his arrival 
at Gent.

He reckoned the need to 
work harder to achieve his 

nthony Joshua's 

Apromoter,  Eddie 
H e a r n ,  h a s 

admitted that the former 
u n i f i e d  h e a v y w e i g h t 
champion has lost some of  
his box office appeal, insists 
the pugilist can still bounce 
back to become the best 
boxer. 

The 33-year-old two-
time world champion is still 
s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  t h e 
consequences of  his back-to-
back defeats to Ukrainian, 
Oleksandr Usyk. 

But Joshua's ring return 
nears and he hopes it will be 
a road back to world title 
contention, on April 1, in a 
must-win showdown against 
Jermaine Franklin at the O2. 

thousands of  tickets unsold 
at the 20,000 East London 
arena.

And his Matchroom 

He told ESBR Boxing, 
“He ' s  coming  o f f  two 
defeats, so of  course you're 
not going to be the same size 
commercially as you were 
when you beat Wladimir 
Klitschko in front of  90,000. 

“But he's a great fighter, 
h e ' s  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t 
heavyweights in the world. I 
feel like he can still be the 
best heavyweight in the 
world.”

The British-Nigerian is 
looking to get back into title 
contention, however, and is 
starting things off  with a 
tasty clash against American 
Franklin, who lost a narrow 
decision to Dillian Whyte at 
the tail-end of  2022, but 
most thought he did enough 
to win the fight.

dream of  playing in the 
English top-flight.

“My level has to be even 
higher if  I ever want to play 
in the Premier League. 
There is still a lot of  work to 
be done” the player told 
Gent's official website.

Orban won the Player 
and Goal of  the Month 
awards in Belgium last 
month.

However, despite Joshua 
previously having sold out 
stadiums at Wembley and 
Tottenham, there are still 

promoter Hearn feels that 
the successive losses to Usyk 
have had an impact on 
Joshua commercially. 

Champions League after 
defeating Bundesliga side, 
Eintracht Frankfurt 2-0 in 
the first leg of  their Round of  
16 contest.

Osimhen has so far 
s co red  21  goa l s  in  28 
appearances  across  a l l 
competitions for the Naples 
club.

“Osimhen is among the 
top four strikers in the world 
a l o n g  w i t h  H a a l a n d , 
L e w a n d o w s k i  a n d 
Benzema. Kvara is among 
the top three wingers in the 
world with Vini Jr. and 
Mbappé.” Lobotka was 
quoted by Football Italia.

Newcastle away.
“Alright, three huge 

games, where in my opinion, 
Arsenal will bottle the title. 
That week there, 29th April 
to 6th May, that is when 
Arsenal are going to lose the 
league,” O'Hara said on 
talkSPORT.

Best Foreign Athlete in Italy 
last week and also scooped 
the Serie A Best Player 
award for January and 
February.

Troost-Ekong reckoned 
his international teammate 
leads the pack among the 
strikers in the world now.

“Osimhen is probably 
the best striker in the world 
right now. I am happy for 
h i m  b e c a u s e  h e  h a s 
o v e r c o m e  d i f f i c u l t 
moments,” he was quoted as 
saying by Sports Italia.

“It's a very important 
year for him, he can win the 
Scudetto, and then he'll be 
able to think about the 

fixtures left, with City to host 
Arsenal at the end of  April.

That clash at the Etihad 
comes at the start of  a week 
when Mikel Arteta's men 
will also face Chelsea and 
Newcastle.

O'Hara has pointed to 
that run of  matches as the 

Serie A: Osimhen world's best striker – Troost-Ekong, Lobotka

EPL: They'll bottle the title – O'Hara certain
Arsenal won't lift trophy

Belgium: Nigerian sensation Orban
admits Premier League dream

Joshua can still bounce back, says promoter 
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o doubts, a new Nigeria is 

Nemerging, and fastly too. 
Indications to this effect 

have been undeniably, audibly 
visible from all ramifications. One 
of  the natural proofs of  the 
timeliness for this expected change 
is the fact that we have been in our 
darkest times, and naturally the 
darkest hours always announce 
day break. Everything about our 
country points to the fact that 
things have fallen apart, and that 
the centre may not hold any longer. 
Living in Nigeria have almost 
become a matter of  one having no 
choice. Many of  those who have 
the means have long taken flight in 
what has become known as “japa” 
syndrome. But, honestly how 
could a nation be brought back to 
its expected state if  everyone 
cultivates that syndrome. Every 
nation passes through challenging 
phases, and it remains the duty of  
the same people to turn the 
undesired phase around for the 
better.

All of  the issues that made 
living unbearable results from 
leadership challenges.  And, 
though recent narratives points 
mostly to bad followership, as 
exemplif ied by the cit izen's 
g rowing misdemeanors  and 
disloyalty, it yet suffices to say that 
when the head is rotten, no good 
comes out from the body, and this 
is where the leaders can never be 
exonerated from our pitiable state. 
Nigeria's leadership conundrum 
have been the unarguable rationale 
for the country's inability to be 
where it ought to have been. Six 
decades ago at independence, 
Nigeria was classified as one of  the 
emerging forces in the comity of  
nations. Tagged as a developing 
country alongside others, it was 
evidently manifest that the country 
have abundance of  resources to 
make her greatness seamlessly 
s m o o t h .  I n t e r e s t i n g ly,  t h e 
resources were in abundance in 
both human and natural states. 
However, rather than grow and 
develop, some anti-forces pitched 
tent to ensure that the nation 
remained perpetually stunted. 

Howbeit, countries like Malaysia, 
India, Singapore, Brazil, and 
others were in same category with 
Nigeria. Today, the gap is so much 
that one often goes sorrowing 
when our present state is compared 
with those ones. It has always been 
one problem to another and spread 
in all aspects, especially on the 
political terrain, which controls all 
others.

It is often said that a problem 
identified is half  solved. So, having 
identified leadership as the major 
crux, there arose an urgent need to 
consider leadership recalibrations. 
At a point in time, military 
intervention became a relief, all in 
the belief  that purposefulness 
would  be  enshr ined  in  the 
c o u n t r y ' s  g o v e r n a n c e . 
Unfortunately, it did not turn out to 
be so as historical antecedents 
points to institutionalized corrupt 
practices as being the making and 
perfection of  the military rulers 
themselves. Luckily, the discontent 
with undemocratic rule the world 
over gave tulip to the exiting of  the 
military, thereby paving way for 
the current democratic rule. 
However,  to  the  d ismay of  
Nigerians, the outcomes have not 
met their expectations at all. The 
failure of  the successive regimes 
(since 1999) to provide the needed 
dividends of  democracy have  
made life unbearable to majority of  
Nigerians. With extremely high 
and yet increasing unemployment 
rates, it is clear that the political 
class have lost the trust of  the 
people. 

From the onset of  the current 
political dispensation, our political 
party affairs have left much to be 
desired. The actors have not been 
people-minded, but rather always 
acting in self-service and self-
interest. Politicians shamelessly 
ran  the  countr y  down,  not 
necessarily because of  cluelessness 
as we were want to believing, but 
because of  perceived extreme 
wickedness. The dispositions of  
the politicians continuously signals 
bad omen. It became a situation 
where politicians developed the 
habit of  sending their children 
abroad for schooling, where 
hospitals were reduced to mere 

peaceful disposition of  Nigerians 
that have been occasioned by the 
charges on them to become a 
subject to be nullified by them. 
Revolutions must not be allowed to 
degenerate to needless protests, 
d e s t r u c t i o n s  a n d  n e g a t i ve 
outcomes. The path of  peace to 
which the greater number of  
Nigerians have been made to 
embrace must be held sacrosanct, 
and this is by doing the right thing 
at the right time. There is no 
alternative to peace.

As we look forward to the 
Governorship and House of  
Assembly elections, Nigerians 
must show that they are consistent 
in their resolve to enthrone 
governance that is people oriented. 
It must not end with the Obidients 
principal, Peter Obi. It is very 
needful that those with very poor 
instincts to good governance be 
f lushed out, especially those 
operating from the two political 
parties (APC, PDP) that have held 
Nigeria and Nigerians to the 
jugular. For the emerging new 
Nigeria to be made possible, a crop 
of  people with the mind of  service 
needs to be empowered. The only 
way to achieve this, is for the 
consolidation of  the revolutionary 
votes that made it possible for Peter 
Obi to be the undeclared president 
in waiting. The projection by the 
political class that the 'steam of  the 
Obidients' would easily run out 
must be proven wrong. As it is now, 
the political tsunami that played 
out, which ensured the retirement 
of  State Governors seeking to 
c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e i r  h o l d  o n 
governance by making the senate 
their retirement ground, need be 
replicated at state levels. We 
cannot afford to have people whose 
mindset remains to exploit the 
citizens in power. The essence of  
seeking political power is to serve, 
and anything short of  that won't be 
accepted. This is the time to 
introduce new people in our polity, 
and only those that can share Peter 
Obi's dreams must be empowered.

Clement Uwayah, a public 
affairs commentator, writes from Edo 
State.

consultation grounds with no 
necessar y equipment.  Same 
replicable situations made societal 
ills such that insecurity took over 
our landscape with armed bandits 
and kidnappers constantly on 
rampage.

Nevertheless, we have reached 
a point in time in our history where 
the people must take their destinies 
in their own hands. And, true to 
expec ta t ions,  th i s  po l i t i ca l 
dispensation have proven to be the 
most auspicious time for such 
decisive actions. It is indeed 
Nigeria's turning point. By all 
intents and purposes, we could 
point to the fact that political 
apathy, complacency and docility 
became a thing of  the past. Many 
seemed to have keyed to the fact 
that political participations is very 
i m p o r t a n t ,  a s  p o l i t i c s  a n d 
leadership choices matters as well 
as determines what happens in the 
other areas of  life. This was the 
m indse t  w i th  wh ic h ,  upon 
perceiving their choice leader, an 
organic birthing, growth and 
unimaginable spread came to be 
with the Obidient movement, in an 
unprecedented yearning for a Peter 
Obi presidential actualization. The 
Obidients powered and electrified 
the whole campaign effor ts 
through rallies that took place 
across the whole states of  the 
federation and the FCT. Indeed, it 
w a s  a  r e d e f i n i n g  s t y l e  o f  
campaigns. The hope of  Nigerians 
for a new beginning was very much 
hinged on Peter Obi ascending to 
power. His style of  politics became 
the craving of  Nigerians. A man 
that detested the transactional 
politics that have become our lot 
surely couldn't be less fancied. 
Nigerians were convinced beyond 
reasonable doubts that a sent one 
has been discovered.

Why was there so much 
craving for Peter Obi? Obviously, 
his leadership antecedents stood 
him aside. He is a first in so many 
good things. As a former two-time 
gover nor  of  Anambra s tate 
(Southeast Nigeria), his service 
records revealed a lot of  what 
Nigeria needed at this point in time 
to take us out of  the present 
economic quagmire we are in. His 

nature of  unbeatable frugality, 
prudence, and fiscal discipline is 
amazing and a much needed 
quality at this point in time. He is 
also known to be a man of  honesty 
and integrity. As a two time 
governor of  Anambra state, he got 
impeached due to matters that 
ended up proving him as non-
corruptible. So clean is his record 
t h a t  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e 
electioneering campaigns, he 
challenged anyone to bring up any 
report against him in anyway, and 
that he would end his ambition if  
any such thing existed. We are still 
waiting.

Beyond his proven records of  
honesty, transparency, prudence 
and all other good qualities, he 
remains  arguably,  the  only 
candidate that passed the test of  
four C's, namely; competence, 
c a p a c i t y ,  c h a r a c t e r  a n d 
compassion. These are qualities 
that are not easily found in one 
person, and so, once it is spotted, it 
should and must be harnessed. 
Fortunately, it has been harnessed 
in the overwhelming votes for Peter 
Obi on the 25th of  February, 2023, 
though the mandate is now a 
subjec t  o f  cour t  processes. 
Nigerians, irrespective of  the 
outcomes of  the elections deserve 
very outstanding commendations. 
Their determination to retire all 
politicians who have consistently 
made life miserable could not have 
been less than desired.

Though it is undeniable that 
there were high level manoeuvring 
and abandonment of  the expected 
course that depicted audacity of  
electoral travesty, yet peace must be 
employed in the pursuit of  justice 
over the issue. The courts of  the 
land is now vested with the powers 
to do or undo, and it is only hoped 
that everyone involved at that level 
takes cognisance of  the fact that 
certain things are too visible that 
even the blind sees them. Besides, it 
must also be understood that the 
people cannot be taken for granted. 
We are certainly in a revolution 
and it has been achieved through 
the revolutionary votes for Peter 
Obi, in an effort to reposition the 
nation's leadership for purposeful 
governance. We must not allow the 

Commentary

Consolidating on revolutionary
votes for a new Nigeria 

By Clement Uwayah

Ogun landlord dies after tenant
grabbed manhood over bill
disagreement 

Man remanded in prison for allegedly
causing wife's death


