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Ohanaeze Ndigbo, others tip Umahi
for Senate Presidency
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

O
hanaeze Ndigbo 
Worldwide has re-
quested for support 

for emergence of  Governor 
David Umahi as Senate 
President for the 10th Sen-
ate sessions.

The group said that Uma-
hi has demonstrated dem-
ocratic tolerance without 

penchant for sectional poli-
tics.

A press statement is-
sued by Secretary General 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo World-
wide, Mazi Okechuwu 
Isiguzoro explained that 
it is obviously fair that the 
Senate President should this 
dispensation emerge from 
the South East geo-political 
zone.

Beyond the consideration 

of  the South East for the 
position, the document stat-
ed that more important is 
the choice of  the occupant 
of  the office, posited that 
Nigeria currently need pol-
iticians with spread of  ac-
ceptance and without bias 
of  religion, ethnicity.

 “Umahi fits in this. When 
some politicians here were 
pursuing selfish interests, 
Umahi who is currently the 

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he All Progressives 
Grand Alliance 
(APGA) in Ebonyi 

State has condemned the 
gruesome murder of  one 
Mr. Ogbonnaya Ugwu, 
a councilor representing 
Echara Ward 2 in Okposi, 
Ohaozara local government 
area of  the State.

The Party in a statement 
issued by Mr. Charles Otu, 
the director of  Media and 
publicity, at Odohzia cam-
paign council in the State 
strongly condemned “this, 
yet another senseless killing 
of  a vibrant Ebonyi youth”.

He called on the State 
Government whose respon-
sibility is to protect all its cit-
izens to own up and protect 
them while urging the secu-
rity agencies to investigate 
and apprehend the perpetra-
tors.

 “The All Progressives 
Grand Alliance, APGA 
Ebonyi State Chapter, and 
the campaign council of  the 
Party’s Governorship and 
Deputy Governorship can-
didate, Professor Bernard 
Odoh and Dr. Nkata Chuku 
have received with anguish 
the news of  the gruesome 
murder of  the Councilor 
representing Echara Ward2 
in Okposi Community, 
Ohaozara local government 
area of  Ebonyi State, Mr. 
Ogbonnaya Ugwu, popular-
ly known as SPACO.

 “Reports say Ugwu was 
killed around 10 pm Satur-
day as he was returning from 
his shop, a drinking joint 
known in Okposi as Angle 
90. “The deceased, Ugwu 
was a development-oriented 
and liberal-minded commu-

nity leader who was well 
respected across Okposi and 
beyond.

 “Sources in Okposi who 
had earlier confirmed the 
incident to newsmen in Ab-
akaliki Sunday morning, 
said Ugwu was accosted by 
the Gunmen around Okposi 
Court Area junction. Media 
reports have also disclosed 
that the killing, which is the 
second in the same area in 
less than one month sparked 
protests within the commu-
nity.

 “We at Odohzia Ebonyi 
Campaign council strongly 
condemn this, yet another 
senseless killing of  a vibrant 
Ebonyi youth. We recall and 
are very sad too that just a 
few weeks before the last 
election, another youth, Mr. 
Ogbonnaya Agwu was also 
gunned down by yet-to-be-
identified gunmen in the 
same Court Area, Okposi 
Okwu in Ohaozara Local 
Government Area of  the 
State.

 “While we sincerely sym-
pathize with the family of  
the deceased, our campaign 
council charges the govern-
ment whose primary re-
sponsibility remains the pro-
tection of  lives and property 
in partnership with security 
agencies to unravel the kill-
ers of  these citizens.

 “We are aware that there 
have been several reports 
that the many untrained 
personnel who operated as 

members of  the disband-
ed Ebubeagu militia have 
been responsible for several 
shootings especially at night 
in Okposi and many oth-
er communities in Ebonyi 
where they shoot to show 
force, threaten or harass in-
nocent citizens and road us-
ers.

 “No stone should be left 
unturned to apprehend and 
bring to book, this murder-
ous gang that has been ter-
rorizing Okposi, Ohaozara, 
and the entire State. Recall 
that we have in our several 
Press statements lamented to 
the IGP and other appropri-
ate authorities that the arms 
in possession of  the govern-
ment-sponsored but now 
disbanded Ebubeagu militia 
have not been retrieved from 
them.

“We have also consist-
ently raised the alarm over 
the influx of  ‘fake’ military 
and Police officers into the 
State which has heightened 
tension and anxiety among 
Ebonyians.

“This campaign council, 
again, hereby urges the secu-
rity agencies to live up to the 
bidding and ransack the old 
Government House, Abaka-
liki where we learned they 
have been stockpiling arms 
and ammunition including 
alleged quartering of  the said 
‘fake officers’ and dislodge 
them before they plunge Eb-
onyi into unmanageable ter-
rorism”, it stated.

NLC Strike fallout: Uzodimma fires Imo 
Labour Commissioner, others jittery 

F
ollowing the decision 
of  the Nigeria Labour 
Congress, NLC, in 

Imo State to commence an 
indefinite strike over alleged 
ill-treatment of  workers by 
the state government, Gov-
ernor Hope Uzodimma has 
fired the state Commissioner 
for Labour and Productivity, 
Chief  Ford Ozumba, from 
office.

The union had, Wednes-
day, in a statement by its 
President, Joe Ajaero titled: 
‘Before Imo State becomes 
a ghost state’, lamented that 
several anti-workers activities 
were being orchestrated by 
the state government, noting 
that workers were being owed 
20 months’ salary arrears.

Ajaero, who alleged the de-
ployment of  security agencies 
against workers when they 
assembled to conduct the 
state delegates conference of  
the congress, said no fewer 
than 11,000 workers were de-
clared ghost workers, adding 
that the NLC would not sit 
down and watch its members 
being treated unfairly.

Reacting to the allegation 
by Ajaero that the govern-
ment meddled in the botched 
election of  the state chapter of  
the NLC, the state Commis-
sioner for Information and 
Strategy, Declan Emelumba, 
denied that agents of  govern-
ment attacked any delegate 
and challenged the NLC 
President to produce evi-
dence of  his claim, insisting 
that no government official 

was at the venue of  the elec-
tion.

He said: “It is unfortunate 
that a reputable labour union 
like NLC now has a President 
that is not only clannish but 
impulsive and a liar as well.”

Meanwhile, in a terse 
statement, Emelumba said: 
“Accordingly, His Excellen-
cy further directs that Chief  
Ozumba, hands over to the 
Permanent Secretary of  his 
Ministry with immediate ef-
fect.”

The Nigeria Labour Con-
gress (NLC) has urged Imo 
State residents to stock up 
their homes with basic needs 
to survive as the Union pre-
pares for an indefinite strike.

President of  NLC, Joe 
Ajaero revealed this in a state-
ment made available to our 
correspondent.

Ajaero said the state gov-
ernment has deliberately 
terrorized residents through 
some negative actions of  
some operatives who have 
been bequeathed with the 
powers of  the state.

He said that the state gov-
ernment, through its informa-
tion commissioner has been 
peddling falsehood.

He accused the Imo state 
government of  turning the 
once-prided “Eastern Heart-
land” into a toxic and ex-
tremely unpleasant environ-
ment.

Ajaero said “Hobbesian 
state of  nature, a state once 
prided itself  as the Eastern 
Heartland has become prev-

alent, exposing not just work-
ers in the state but institutions 
and individuals to the most 
horrendous of  scare, fear, and 
violence in their daily activi-
ties.

 “In the pursuit of  our legit-
imate strike action to restore 
sanity to the state’s industrial 
relations sphere, we wish to 
advise that those traveling to 
Imo state through the airport 
to look for other alternatives, 
those that make use of  petro-
leum products should make 
efforts to seek alternatives and 
those that use electricity to 
seek other options outside the 
National Grid.

 “We are resolved to press 
home our demands and until 
these infractions are reme-
died, we will continue esca-
lating the industrial action till 
the government is compelled 
to show reason and restore 
meaningful and effective dia-
logue in the state.”

He gave some of  the rea-
sons for the industrial action 
to include 20 months’ salary 
arrears owed to some workers 
stigmatized as ghost workers; 
declaration of  about 11,000 
workers in the state as ghost 
workers; intimidation and 
harassment of  Trade Union 
leaders; and continued use of  
thugs and instruments of  vi-
olence against workers in the 
state among others.

Meanwhile, other commis-
sioners are said to be jittery 
as the governor is still looking  
into the circumstances sur-
rounding the development.

Senator- elect for Ebonyi 
South Senatorial Zone took 
his people into the main-
stream of  Nigerian politics, 
just like he saw tomorrow. 
He has made friends across 
the divide; he has demon-
strated tolerance for all sec-
tions and strata so is most 
fitted for the cap”.

“ For the interest of  uni-
ty, for the gains of  Umahi’s 
proven commitment to one 
Nigeria, infrastructure and 
human development, also 
for the Igbo interest and 
need to galvanize support 
for our long sought chance 
to have one of  us stride to 
presidency in the near fu-
ture, we seek the support of  
all to enthrone Umahi as the 
next Senate President”.

Schools in Ebonyi now to reopen on Monday, 
March 20  - Ebonyi govt
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

A
rising from securi-
ty reports  suggest-
ing  improved and  

proactive Safety of  Schools 
and School Children,  Gov-
ernor David  Umahi of  Eb-
onyi State has directed  that  
all  Schools  should resume  
compulsorily  on Monday  

20th March , 2023. In a 
statement issued by the state 
Commissioner for Education 
Dr Sunday Zijl Nwangele 
said this is to  ensure  better  
Safety  of  School Children  
throughout the Election Peri-
od , including that of  Satur-
day 18th  March , 2023 .

He said: “to this effect, all 
Schools  be it Public , Mis-
sions  or   Private  must com-

ply strictly  with this directive 
of  the Governor  and  any 
defaulting  School shall be 
Sanctioned”. “Furthermore, 
the security agencies are by 
this Notice, authorized to ef-
fect total compliance to this 
directive by all concerned 
school operators, while 
wishing the entire State,  a 
safe and Peaceful Election 
Period”, he stated.

They noted that every 
well meaning rule are made 
for general good, “What-
ever can stand against this 
genuine request can to bent 
to achieve the best for the 
time “.

Similarly, different socio 
cultural and political groups 
in South East have have in-
dication that to support the 
advocacy for a tested and 
trusted hand from South 
East to clinch the the Senate 
Presidency. 

The groups including 
South East Traditional 
Rulers, Elders Council and 
political organisations in 
South East have indicated 
interest in championing the 
course for the emergence of  
Umahi as Senate President 

of  the 10th National As-
sembly, saying that time has 
come in Nigeria when peo-
ple of  proven track records 
should be called to higher 
service.

In a separate communi-
cation by the State Work-
ing Committee of  APC 
Ebonyi State led by Chief  
Stanley Okoro Emegha, the 
group has presented to the 
President-elect, the person 
of  Umahi for his gracious 
consideration while looking 
forward to South East pro-
ducing the Senate President. 

According to the group, 
Governor Umahi has the 
most broad-based and ac-
ceptable credentials to lead 
the red Chambers in this 
democratic dispensation of  
renewed hope.
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Governor Hope Uzodimma shakes hands with President Mohammadu Buari 
when e paid the latter a post election victory visit in his Daura country home.

Anambra PDP begs residents to 
support State Assembly candidates 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

A
s the state house of 
Assembly election 
draws near, People’s 

Democratic Party, PDP, in 
Anambra State has urged 
with the people and elector-
ates of  the state to vote en 
masse for PDP candidates 
in the state assembly elec-
tions scheduled to hold on 
March 18, 2023.

Professor Obiora Okonk-
wo, OFR, Director, PDP 
Presidential Campaign 
Committee in Anam-
bra State made this plea 
through Mr Uloka Chuk-
wubuike, Deputy Direc-
tor, Media and Publicity. 
Professor Okonkwo urged 
electorates and people of 
the state to give support to 
assembly candidates and 
help the party retain and 
secure more seats at the An-
ambra State Assembly. He 
added that the PDP parades 
an array of  quality candi-
dates across the thirty (30) 
assembly constituencies in 
the state and urged the peo-
ple to support and sustain 
democracy by voting for 
candidates capable of  de-
livering sound and robust 
legislation instead of  rub-

ber-stamp legislators.
Professor Okonkwo 

praised the people for their 
continued support of  the 
PDP, urged them to be 
confident that the PDP 
would reclaim its mandate 
and presidential victory in 
court, and sought greater 
support for the party’s state 
assembly candidates in 
Anambra State to keep the 
party afloat.

Only the PDP party can-
didates can work to ensure 
that the Executive delivers 
on its responsibility; hence, 
candidates of  the party 
must be supported to win 
seats in the Anambra State 
Assembly.

He further called for 
overall support of  the PDP 
in areas of  the South East 
where the party has can-
didates, insisting that the 
PDP still remains the best 
and only solution to free-
dom from the present hard-
ships that stir Nigerians in 
the face.

Those who left or worked 
against the party in the 
previous election over 
perceived wrongs are pre-
vailed upon to return home 
to the PDP and help the 
party secure victory, as the 
party will continue to part-

ner with every Nigerian to 
fix and salvage our nation.

The PDP party means a 
lot to the Southeast people, 
and we must do everything 
within our reach to protect 
and sustain it.

Don’t boycott March 18 polls, NUJ begs
Abia electorate
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Nigeria Union of  
Journalists has ap-
pealed to eligible vot-

ers in the State not to shun 
the rescheduled overnor-
ship and House of  Assem-
bly elections coming up on 
March 18.

 The council observed that 
doing so may lead to emer-
gence of  bad leaders in the 
State. These were contained 
in a 7-point communiqué 
issued after its monthly con-
gress held at NUJ press cen-
tre in Umuahia which was 
attended by practicing and 
veteran Journalists in Abia. 

The communiqué, which 
was signed by Comrade Vic-
tor Ndukwe (Chairman) , 
Comrade Adaeze Ralph Ig-

bokwe (Secretary) and there 
others, urged Abian voters 
to put the disappointing 
performance by INEC  last 
February 25 behind them 
and file  out to vote for the 
candidates of  their choice.

It described the shambol-
ic performance of  INEC 
on February 25 as show 
of  shame and warned the 
electoral umpire against re-
peating the ugly episode of  
February 25. 

“The Council called on 
the Independent Nation-
al Electoral Commission 
(INEC) to conduct free, fair, 
credible and transparent 
election during the Satur-
day, March 18, 2023 Gov-
ernorship and House of  As-
sembly elections and ensure 
that the show of  shame/fail-
ure to transmit Polling Unit 
results during the Presiden-
tial and National Assembly 
elections do not repeat itself.

“All stakeholders in the 
electoral process must back 
off  from any form of  sinister 
plan bothering on rigging, 
thuggery or bloodshed dur-
ing the March 18 elections.

Congress advises political 
parties not to take advantage 
of  the failure of  INEC to 
transmit Polling Unit results 
by resorting to self  - help or 
create an atmosphere that 
would precipitate violence 
and crisis that would put the 
lives of  people on the line.

 All political parties in the 
state should remember the 
essence of  the Peace Accord 
they signed prior to the elec-
tions and exercise restraint 
by allowing the will of  the 
electorates to prevail”, said 
the communiqué.

Abia NUJ also  called  on 
the Central Bank of  Nigeria 
(CBN) to issue an official, 
categorical statement on the 
judgment  of  the Supreme 
Court on the issue of  the na

.

-

Ikpeazu deceived workers with fake promotion
 - APGA deputy guber candidate
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Lawmaker repre-
senting Aba South 
State constituency in 

Abia State House of  As-
sembly, Hon Obinna Ichi-
ta has lambasted the Abia 
State government for alleg-
edly offering an unrealistic 

promotion to civil servants.
 He made it clear that the 

mass promotion as prom-
ised by Governor Okezie Ik-
peazu recently was a polit-
ical gimmick being applied 
by the PDP-led government 
to deceive the workers into 
voting for PDP candidates. 

He made the allegations 
in Umuahia while speaking 

to Journalists about recent 
events in Abia. Ichita, who 
is the Deputy Governorship 
candidate of  All Progressive 
Grand Alliance (APGA) 
for March 18 guber contest, 
advised the workers to be 
mindful of  the promotion 
as according to him, the 
next-level promotion  ap -
proval would not see the 

light of  the day.
The Aba South represent-

ative said that haven not 
honoured several promis-
es it made to Abians in the 
last 8 years, it was hard to 
believe that Governor Ik-
peazu’s government would 
actualise the mass promo-
tion it announced.

He wondered why the 
Governor chose the month 
of  April as the month the 
said promotion would be 
implemented, knowing well 
that his party, PDP  may 
suffer mass defeat as it did 
in February 25 National As-
sembly elections, winning 
just one National Assembly 

seat.
According to Ichita, “if  

the State government could 
not pay  civil servants, pen-
sioners and could not pay 
leave allowances to workers 
all these years, where are 
the assurances that the will 
implement this subterfuge 
called promotion.” 

“This is the same govern-
ment that promised us Eny-
imba Economic City and I 
ask: Where is the Economic 
City?” 

He urged Abia civil serv-
ants to vote for his party, 
APGA, assuring that the 
Cork party’s candidate, 
Prof  Greg Ibe is the most 

experienced to liberate the 
State from its present con-
ditions. 

Hon Ichita also cried 
out that some “unknown 
faces have been imported 
into my constituency to be 
used in rigging elections 
in my area,” even as he al-
leged that his life was being 
threatened by some persons 
for speaking out the truth. 

He however told Journal-
ists that the alleged presence 
of  suspected hoodlums and 
threat to his life had been 
reported to the appropriate 
security agency, adding that 
investigations had already 
commenced.

ira redesign policy as it con-
cerns allowing the old naira 
notes of  N500 and N1,000 
to coexist with the newly 
redesigned notes as legal 
tender. Congress notes that 
such a statement will save 
Nigerians from the untold 
hardship occasioned by the 
cashless policy.

On the recent 3-day indus-
trial action by NLC in Abia, 
the NUJ urged Abia State 
government to adhere strict-
ly to the terms of  agreement 
it reached lately with the or-
ganized Labour with regard 
to defraying the arrears of  
salaries and pensions owed 
civil servants and pension-
ers in order to improve their 
welfare. 

Concluding in their de-
mands, the pen pushers ad-
vised Abia and the federal 
governments “to pragmat-
ically address the lingering 
scarcity and hike in price of  
petroleum products which 
inflicted further economic 
hardship on Nigerians as 
they are responsible for the 
galloping inflation in the 
country”.
  The running again called 
upon Governor Okezie Ik-
peazu-led government to ac-
count for N27.4b which he 
said, was given to the State 
by the World Bank. 
   The lawmaker stressed 
that the said N27.4b was re-
leased to Abia by the global 
financial house for the con-
struction of  roads and for 
erosion control projects in 
Aba.
   He alleged that some per-
sons were threatening his 
life for playing his role as a 
member of  the Parliament 
whose political party should 
play its watchdog role but 
assured Abians that the 
everything about the alleged 
money would soon be ex-
posed.

Abia govt threatens to sanction
traders rejecting old naira notes
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State govern-
ment has threatened 
to sanction individu-

als, groups or business own-
ers in the State who are still 
rejecting the old N500 and 
N1000 notes despite the rul-
ing by the Supreme Court.

In a statement by Barr 
Chris Ezem, Secretary to 
Abia State government 
(SSG) on Saturday, the Abia 
State government warned 
that it would sanction any 
one found rejecting the old 
notes.

The State government 
explained that since the Su-
preme Court had ruled that 
the old naira notes remained 
legal tender together with 
the new notes till December 
31, 2023; Abians were free 
to spend and accept the old 
notes accordingly. 

The message said, “Fur-
ther to the Supreme Court 
ruling extending  the valid-
ity of  the old 200, 500 and 
1000 naira notes as legal 
tender till December 31st 
2023,  Abia State Govern -
ment advise Abians and res-
idents in the State to feel free 
to carry out their financial 
transactions with the old na-
ira notes alongside with the 
new notes as stipulated. 

“Any individual, group, 
or business entity that re-
jects the old notes will be 
contravening the law of  the 
Federal Republic of  Nigeria 
and stand the risk of  facing 
sanctions. 

All should be properly 
guided.” The directive may 
not be unconnected with the 
confusion in the State last 
week following the issuance 
of  old N500 and N1000 to 
customers by their banks.
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ith the current geopolitical Wdevelopments and the new 
processes of re-configuration, 

seriously affecting the landscape of 
economic cooperation, the basic question 
many researchers and observers are 
monitoring is to understand why Russia 
after the Soviet collapse aspired to 
transform into an European country. Russia 
wanted to develop and extend Europe down 
to the Pacific. In linguistics, phrases 
appeared in the direction, such as 
“developing solid economic cooperation 
from Lisbon to Vladivostok” and transform 
the entire vast region into European.

On different occasions, Kremlin has 
held several exclusive interactive meetings 
with European corporate business people. 
Those meetings raised various issues of 
fundamental importance for broadening 
economic cooperation. Throughout the 
2000 to 2010, and at one point, Russian and 
EU business-people called on the Russian 
and EU authorities to resolve the issue of 
Russia's accession to the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) and begin work on a 
new basic agreement. President of the 
European Commission, Jose Manuel 
Barroso, took part in the discussions.

Interesting and worthy to note that 
during his presidency, Dmitry Medvedev 
sent his greetings to the participants in the 
second European-Russian Forum held on 
December 8, 2008. The message read in 
part: “This big event has an important part 
to play in resolving issues concerning 
Russia and Europe. I am sure that this 
forum will help to bring Russia and Europe 
closer together and create opportunities for 
promising new business and humanitarian 
projects.”

Participants in the forum, which took 
place in Brussels, included associations of 
Russians living abroad, Russian public 
organisations, and also representatives of 
the European Parliament, the European 
Commission and the European Council. 
The forum's theme was 'The European 
Union and Russia: New Challenges'.

As far back on November 24, 2006, 
President Vladimir Putin and the European 
Union leadership held an extensive meeting 
with participation of the members of the 
Russia-EU Business Cooperation Council. 
Taking part in the meeting with Russian 
and EU business community leaders were 
Finnish Prime Minister Matti Vanhanen, 
President of the European Commission 
Jose Manuel Barroso, and Javier Solana, 
secretary general of the EU Council and EU 
high representative for the common foreign 
and security policy.

The meeting between Putin, the 
European Union leadership and the 
business leaders took place behind closed 
doors just before the start of the Russia-
European Union summit. The Russia-EU 
Business Cooperation Council was created 
in October 2005 and brings together the 
Russian and EU business leaders most 
interested in developing economic relations 
between Russia and the EU.

The Business Cooperation Council acts 
as a coordinator for practical action to 
develop new forms and vectors for 
cooperat ion  between Russ ian  and 
European business-people. The Council 

sets the objective of ensuring that the 
business community plays an active part in 
work to draft a new basic agreement 
between Russia and the European Union to 
replace the current partnership and 
cooperation agreement that expired in 2007.

The  Counci l  i s  respons ib le  for 
coordinating work by industry and business 
associations to implement the project for 
creating a common economic space between 
Russia and the EU and advancing major 
forward-looking projects that can have a 
considerable impact on the structure and 
level of economic relations between Russia 
and the European Union.

Projects of this kind include cooperation 
in the energy sector, joint operation of 
satellite communications and navigation 
systems and the formation of mechanisms 
for cooperating in sectors such as aviation, 
car making, metals production, energy and 
machine building.

The Business Cooperation Council is a 
'union of equals' and has no strong link to 
any one organisation. The principles on 
which the Council is formed enable it to 
expand and involve interested parties in its 
work. At that time, the Council was co-
chaired by Anatoly Chubais, chairman of 
the board of RAO Unified Energy Systems, 
for Russia, and by Jukka Harmala, head of 
Finnish company Stora Enso, for Finland.

Back in 2015, Vladimir Putin took part 
in the plenary session of the Delovaya 
Rossiya celebrating the 10th year Russian 
Entrepreneurs' Day, praised European 
b u s i n e s s  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  Ru s s i a n 
Federation. 

Precisely that year on May 26, Putin said 
“Entrepreneurship has come to be 
considered one of the most important 
factors of Russia's confident development. 
We clearly need to ensure the influx of the 
largest possible number of self-motivated 
business-minded people to production 
companies, people who are ready to take on 
responsibility for both the work of their 
companies and their employees. Society and 
the state are interested in the appearance of 
a large number of successful, promising 
foreign companies. Their creation will 
become a worthy response to the challenges 
that are currently facing the Russian 
economy.”

Nevertheless, it would be important to 
note that during these years both Medvedev 
and Putin spoke at the plenary session of the 
St Petersburg International Economic 
Forum. In these platform, Medvedev and 
Putin have paid special focus on European 
businesses compared to Asian counterparts. 
In fact, Africa was completely not known 
those earliest formative years of SPIEF.

But today, with the global changes and 
the war on Ukraine that necessitated the 
imposition of stringent sanctions, Russia 
has gunned down the post-Soviet dream of 
becoming purely European. What remains 
in this emerging new world, despite the 
sharp differences among them Russia might 
only and eventually become Greater 
Eurasian.

We are therefore urging the individual 
n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  wo r l d  t o  e m b r a c e 
negotiations on delicate issues rather than 
the confrontational approach in order to 
foster global peace and progress.
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Russia's burning affection
for Europe turns soar
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Opinion

g a i n s t  t h e 

Ab a c k g r o u n d  o f  
dashed hopes and 

the intrigues that shadowed 
the conduct of  the 2023 
presidential election, it is 
difficult for anyone with a 
clear conscience to rush to 
t h e  d e f e n c e  o f  P r o f  
Mahmood Yakubu, the 
c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e 
Independent  Nat ional 
Electoral Commission, 
INEC.

Given that Yakubu is a 
professor of  history, it is 
telling that historians will in 
the immediate and distant 
future easily pick him out as 
a  f a c i l i t a t o r  i n  t h e 
conspiracy to suppress what 
many had projected would 
be the beginning of  the 
Nigerian renaissance in the 
third decade of  the 21st 
century. What with the 
p r o m i s e d  h o p e s  t h a t 
spurred many Nigerians 
who had in the past not 
voted, to on February 25, 
2023, take that first step in 
their civic responsibility to 
enthrone good governance.

I n d e e d ,  a n y o n e 
coming out  to  defend 
Professor Yakubu would 
also be faced with the 
challenge of  situating the 
fact as reflected on this page 
l a s t  w e e k  t h a t  m a n y 
Nigerians abroad travelled 
at great cost to exercise their 
franchise. They came home 
with the hope of  having a 
good leadership that they 
could be proud of  anywhere 
they are based in the world.

The cost  was also 
internal. It cost the Nigerian 
treasury nothing less than 
N400 billion to orgnaise 
what many have now come 
to see as a fraud. While that 
is the direct cost to the 
Nigerian treasury, the cost 
o n  b u s i n e s s e s  a n d 
individuals could even be 
more in financial terms.

Another significant 
cost that may even make it 
more difficult for anyone 
with a conscience to defend 
Prof  Yakubu is the cost in 
terms of  lives and property.

T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n 
reports of  loss of  lives on 
account of  the election. 
While Prof  Yakubu may 

not be directly held 
liable on account 
of  the fact that 
s ecur i ty  i s  no t 
directly under his 
remit, there have 
also been reports 
of  some people 
who lost their lives 
o r  l i m b s  o n 
account  o f  the 
poor performance 
of  Prof  Yakubu.

T h e r e  i s  a 
report which your 
correspondent has 
not established of  
a young man who 
took his life in 
Plateau State on 
account  o f  the 
malpractises that 
s h a d o w e d  t h e 
p r e s i d e n t i a l 
election.

Another cost 
is the reputation of  
t h e  a c a d e m i c s 
involved in what 
some have alleged 
as  the  charade 
orchestrated by 
Prof  Yakubu.

Though Prof  
Yakubu did not 
start the use of  
P r o f e s s o r s  a s 
returning and collation 
officers, there is, however, 
no question that it is under 
his regime at INEC that 
men and women of  the 
ivory tower started getting 
sullied as election riggers.

Mr Mike Igini has sent 
a couple to jail but by and 
large, the majority of  those 
who participated in the 
electoral heist of  February 
25 from the Ivory tower 
remain unpunished. Some 
of  them with a modicum of  
conscience have recanted. 
One of  such is Professor 
Ibrahim Yakassai who 
served as returning officer 
in the Doguwa Federal 
Constituency in Kano who 
renounced the result he 
declared saying he did it 
under duress.

T h e  c a s e  o f  t h e 
academics involved in the 
election in Rivers State have 
been shadowed with much 
drama with some of  them 
alleging death threats on 
account of  their activities.

We do not know where 
the death threats are coming 

from. However, what is 
o b v i o u s  a n d  m a k e s  a 
defence for Prof  Yakubu 
even more difficult is the 
irony that has shadowed 
results from Rivers State.

The collation officer 
for Port-Harcourt LGA, 
Professor Omiete Briggs, 
was replaced after she 
reportedly offered to step 
down fol lowing death 
threats from those who 
wanted her to alter the result 
from the state.

Suffice it to say that 
Port Harcourt LGA was 
one of  the areas where 
many believe the results 
reflected the vote at the 
polling booths. Peter Obi 
scored 80% of  the votes, 
Atiku Abubakar 9% and 
Bola  Tinubu 7%.  The 
r e s u l t s  r e f l e c t e d  t h e 
expectations of  many as 
against the trend in many 
other places in the state 
where Tinubu who was 
b a c k e d  b y  G o v e r n o r 
Nyesom Wike polled heavy 
votes despite the poor 
attendance of  his rally in 
Port Harcourt.

Indeed,  in  Wike ' s 
Obio-Akpor LGA, results 
on INEC Portal showed 
LP:70,186, APC:12,547. 
Meanwhile in computing 
the final result declared by 
Prof  Yakubu that gave 
victory to Tinubu, INEC 
announced  someth ing 
different with APC: 80,239, 
LP: 3,829.

Indeed, the infraction 
in Obio Akpor is only one 
of  the malfeasances that 
characterized the elections 
conducted by Prof  Yakubu 
that makes it difficult for 
anyone with a conscience to 
defend the INEC chairman.

Indeed, one could be 
tempted to defend Yakubu 
in the sense that for the first 
t ime votes  counted in 
several National Assembly 
constituencies with sitting 
governors losing the bid to 
advance to the Senate.

The  defea t  o f  the 
governors tells us that 
Yakubu has the blueprint to 
conduct a good election. 
However,  in  the more 
significant election of  the 
president, Yakubu allowed 

wha t  the  commis s ion 
termed as technical glitches 
to erode his credibility.

I n d e e d ,  t h i s 
correspondent had thought 
to attempt a defence of   
Yakubu in the sense that he 
is a human being and may 
have made mistakes. Your 
correspondent has also 
heard that he was under 
c o m p u l s i o n  f r o m 
authorities who appointed 
him with the threat of  
blackmail over him.

However,  a f ter  an 
examination of  the highs 
and lows and what could be 
a threat to the Nigerian 
renaissance, you will join 
men with conscience in 
setting the INEC chairman 
in the negative corridor of  
Nigerian history. Indeed, 
the gloom over the nation 
s ince  Yakubu  d id  h i s 
m i d n i g h t  d u t y  o f  
p e nu l t i m a t e  Tu e s d ay 
forbids for anyone to justify 
or align with Yakubu in his 
j o u r n e y  t o w a r d s  t h e 
negative side of  history.

An attempt to defend Professor Mahmood Yakubu 
By Emmanuel Aziken

Yakubu
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Peter Obi, Soludo battle over control
of Anambra Assembly
P

eter Obi, the presiden-
tial candidate of  the 
Labour Party (LP), 

and Anambra State Gover-
nor Chukwuma Soludo of 
the All Progressives Grand 
Alliance (APGA), have in-
tensified campaigns for their 
respective candidates, ahead 
of  the 18 March House of 
Assembly election in Anam-
bra.

While Peter Obi called on 
the LP candidates to win 
and support the APGA-led 
government, Soludo urged 
voters in Anambra to ig-
nore Peter Obi and vote for 
APGA.

Peter Obi, who met with 
the LP House of  Assem-
bly candidates in Anambra 
on Friday night, called on 
the candidates to go all out 
and campaign to win on 18 
March.

He said they should win 
and support the APGA-led 
government to deliver div-
idends of  democracy to the 
people.

The former governor of 
Anambra used the oppor-

tunity to thank the people of 
Anambra for their support 
for LP to win two senatorial 
and five House of  Represent-
atives seats in the 25 Febru-
ary elections.

Obi urged the electorate 
across the country and in 
Anambra to go about their 
campaigns peacefully, as 
election was not war.

According to him, “I have 
told my people to go and 
campaign and win the elec-
tion.

“Their job as a legislator 
is to work with the gover-
nor and ensure he provides 
the dividends of  democracy 
to our people. Help him to 
make good laws on educa-
tion, health and other sec-
tors.

“Soludo remains our gov-
ernor. Our job is to support 
and pray for him,” he said.

“I have told our candidates 
to go about their campaigns 
in a peaceful, quiet and or-
ganised manner,” he said.

He said he had no issues 
with Governor Soludo as 
they remained brothers, best 
of  friends, with different po-

litical views.
“He is the governor of 

my state and I have utmost 
respect for him. I am con-
testing for the president of 
Nigeria and to the best of  my 
knowledge he is not a con-
testant,” he said.

In his reaction, Governor 
Soludo described the call 
by Labour Party’s Peter Obi 
for Anambra electorate to 
vote LP as “deceptive” and a 
“strategy of  laying landmin-
es” for him.

Prof. Soludo, who spoke 
through his Press Secretary, 
Christian Aburime, urged 
Anambra people to ignore 
Obi and vote for the APGA 
candidates for the 30 seats in 
the House of Assembly.

“That call is inappropriate 
and meant to deceive the An-
ambra people. Obi cannot be 
talking about development 
in Anambra and also be 
talking about asking Anam-
bra people to elect lawmak-
ers from an opposition party 
to work with Soludo.

“He worked with a legis-
lature that was dominated 

by lawmakers from the PDP 
and he knows that it was not 
easy for him.

“He even suffered im-
peachment because of  that, 
so Anambra people should 
go all out on March 18 and 
vote for APGA, if  they want 
the developmental strides of 
Mr Governor to continue,” 
he said.

Aburime said instead of 
canvassing votes for LP, Obi 
should throw his weight be-

hind the ruling APGA as 
a payback for the “massive 
support” the people of  An-
ambra gave him on 25 Feb-
ruary.

He urged Anambra peo-
ple not to relent in retaining 
APGA in the State Assem-
bly and avoid stalling the 
economic and security gains 
achieved by the Soludo ad-
ministration so far.

According to him, the 
Anambra people supported 

In cap, Anambra State Director, National Orientation Agency, Bar Charles Nworji, on 
voter education exercise at Ifite Ogwari community in Anambra East L.G..A during the 
Agency’s Continuous Voter Education.

Peter Obi, and Governor 
Soludo refused to interfere 
as the people trooped out to 
vote for the LP.

“We voted for the Labour 
Party in the presidential 
election, but for the House 
of Assembly election, we 
are voting for APGA, and 
we want Anambra people to 
know so.”

“APGA has come to stay 
in Anambra and not the La-
bour Party,” he said.

Peter Obi is planning to impeach me
– Gov. Soludo cries out

C
hukwuma Soludo, the 
Anambra State Gov-
ernor has accused the 

presidential candidate of  the 
Labour Party, Peter Obi of  
laying landmines for him fol-
lowing his call for people of  
the state to vote massively for 
his party’s House of  Assem-
bly candidates.

Obi who met with Nation-
al and state Assembly can-
didates of  Labour Party in 
Anambra, urged the assem-
bly candidates to work with 
Soludo after the election, add-
ing that Soludo remained his 
brother, and that he should 
not fear being impeached by 
Labour Party dominated as-
sembly, as all that was para-
mount was to bring develop-
ment to the state.

However, Soludo in a state-
ment through his Press secre-

tary, Mr Chris Aburime said 
the call was rather deceptive, 
and was meant to lay land-
mines for Soludo.

He said: “That call was 
meant to deceive Anambra 
people. Obi cannot be talking 
about development in Anam-
bra and also be talking about 
asking Anambra people to 
elect lawmakers from the op-
position party to work with 
Soludo.

“He worked with a legis-
lature that was dominated 
by lawmakers from the PDP, 
when he first came in as gov-
ernor, and he knows that it 
was not easy for him.

“He even suffered impeach-
ment because of  that, and we 
hope it is not the same thing 
he wants to set Soludo up for.

“Anambra people should 
go all out next Saturday and 

vote for APGA, if  they want 
the developmental strides of  
Mr. Governor to continue.

“You cannot be talking of  
development and at the same 
time talking of  electing op-
position politicians into the 
House of  Assembly, it is not 
done. It is deceit.

“Anambra people sup-
ported Obi during the presi-
dential election, and besides, 
Soludo refused to interfere 
as the people trooped out to 
vote for Labour Party, and 
that was even before Soludo 
made the environment con-
ducive for people to come 
out and vote.

“We have voted Labour 
Party in the presidential elec-
tion, but for the House of  As-
sembly election, we are vot-
ing for APGA, and we want 
Anambra people to know so.

Labour Party will sack Uzodimma, says Chairman

A 
new chairman of  
Labour Party in Imo 
State, Festus Onyek-

wulisi, has assumed office 
with a promise that LP will 
sack the governor of  the 
state, Hope Uzodimma.

Briefing journalists on Fri-
day at the party secretariat 
in Owerri, the state capital, 
Onyekwulisi, said that him-
self  and other members of  
the State Working Commit-
tee would ensure that the 
party’s governorship prima-
ry election which comes up 
in April is credible.

He however said that the 
party would protect their 
votes during the house of  

Assembly elections which 
come up on March 18.

Onyekwulisi who de-
scribed LP as a movement 
said that on the best ways to 
winning the state governor-
ship election in November 
was to apply transparency 
during the primary election 
of  the party.

He said that the people of  
the state had suffered, add-
ing that the LP administra-
tion would ensure that the 
people of  the state began to 
enjoy the dividends of  de-
mocracy again.

Onyekwulisi said “we 
have began the process of  re-
covering Imo State. The first 

s t e p 
is to hold a transparent pri-
mary election. In all this 
transparency will be our 
watchword. Let me say it 
again that we are nobody’s 
stooge and the Labour Party 
in Imo State is not factional-
ized. 

“We are committed to a 
new Imo State. Labour Par-
ty administration will bring 
dividends of  democracy 
to the Imo people. We are 
men and women of  proven 
integrity. We have modeled 
ourselves to Peter Obi. We 
are here to do what is right. I 
am only a stooge to my con-
science.”

Wike: Peter Obi is the hero of presidential 
election

G
overnor Nyesom 
Wike has described 
Labour Party (LP) 

candidate, Peter Obi, as 
the hero of  the 2023 pres-
idential election for scut-
tling the chances of  Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
candidate, Atiku Abubakar, 
thereby preventing North 
from holding on to power.

Wike, addressing a cluster 
of  Rivers state traders as-
sociations Saturday in Port 
Harcourt, said, “Obi is my 
hero. If  Obi did not contest, 
power would have gone 
back to the North. 

The whole of  South-
South and South-East that 

PDP lost if  Obi did not con-
test PDP would have won.”

“Obi is the hero. He may 
not have been pronounced 
the winner, but no problem, 
the law will take its course. 
If  Obi did not run this elec-
tion, power would have re-
mained in the North. 

“Whether he is declared 
winner now or not, history 
will be on his side that he 
fought and fought well.”

The governor knocked his 
predecessor and immediate 
past Minister of  Transpor-
tation, Rotimi Amaechi, 
for wooing Igbos in Rivers 
to vote for All Progressives 
Congress (APC) candidate, 

Tonye Cole, as governor 
whereas he allegedly mobi-
lised votes for Atiku in the 
presidential polls.

“If  Amaechi loves the Ig-
bos, why did he not support 
Obi? Instead, he support-
ed Atiku. He did not want 
the power to return to the 
South because he lost his 
APC ticket”, Wike alleged 
against Amaechi.

The governor further said 
Amaechi is deliberately can-
vassing support for Cole as 
the next Rivers governor to 
evade ongoing prosecution 
for alleged embezzlement of  
$50M from the Rivers gov-
ernment coffers.

Broadcast journalist dies trekking to office

A
n Ibadan-based radio 
presenter popularly 
known as Baba Bin-

tin has been reported to have 
slumped and died while trek-
king to work on Saturday, 
March 11.

Baba Bintin’s death was 
announced during a radio 
programme by the Fresh FM 
Nigeria on Saturday.

It was gathered that the 
presenter died on his way to 
the Fresh FM station where 
he had a programme with 
Komolafe Olaiya and Ola-
lomi Amole at Ayefele Mu-

sic House, Challenge, Ibadan, 
the Oyo State capital.

A radio presenter at the 
station, Mayor Isaac Brown, 
revealed that the late present-
er died while trekking from 
Amuloko to Challenge on 
Saturday morning with the 
hope of  getting a point-of-
sale (POS) agent to get cash.

“I’m finding it very diffi-
cult to believe this story that 
is breaking here,” Brown said 
on the radio station.

He added, “He (Baba Bin-
tin) left his home like we all 
did this morning to come into 

this station to do our daily job 
and contribute our quota to 
national development, to the 
job like we love to do, and 
I’m being told that the man 
just slumped this morning 
and he died while getting 
ready to come here.”

Until his death, Baba Bin-
tin was a comic presenter on 
the Oyin Ado programme 
on Saturdays on the radio 
station where he usually re-
leased information on market 
opening days in the state and 
across the country.
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Government begins reconstruction on 
Umuagwo, Umuapu, Etekwuru, Egbema,
Adapalm-Obosima roads

T
he Imo state gov-
ernment has com-
menced the recon-

struction of  Etekwuru 
Egbema-Adapalm-Obosima 
road and the failed section of  
the Umuagwo and Umuapu 
– Port Harcourt roads.

The construction is target-
ed at putting smiles on the 
faces of  the people of  the 
Oil producing Community 
to enjoy good roads brought 
to the area by Uzodinma’s 
administration. Speaking to 
the press, Governor Hope 
Uzodimma said that the 
commencement of  the re-
construction of  Etekwuru 
Egbema-Adapalm-Obosima 
road and the failed section 
of  the Umuagwo and Umua-
pu – Port Harcourt roads will 
open up easy access to and fro 
the state for economic devel-
opment.

The road projects which are 
being executed through the 
Imo State Oil Producing Are-
as Development Commission 
(ISOPADEC) will ameliorate 
the challenges experienced by 
the community populace and 
road users. In response, the 
Managing Director of  Imo 
State Oil Producing Areas 
Development Commission 
(ISOPADEC), Chief  Charles 
Orie, expressed optimism that 
the hardships experienced by 
the indigenes and commuters 
in the area will be a thing of  
the past.

He added that motorists 
and commuters and the peo-
ple of  the area can at the 
end of  this road Projects em-
barked upon by the Uzodim-
ma-led administration have 
something to point at as div-
idends of  democracy in their 
area.

Imolites therefore ex-
pressed their appreciation to 
Governor Hope Uzodim-
ma for his good works and 
especially with the huge in-
frastructural developments 
across the state.

The people are saying that 
the roads be completed since 
the governor has remembered 
the area after several attempts 
to put the road in good order 
have failed.

Meanwhile, the positive im-
pacts on the socio- economic 
well-being of  the people is a 
pointer the road construction 

Abia unseals Apostolic Christian Church Mission,
3 months after closure
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bout 3 months after 
after it was sealed 
up by the Abia 

State government, National 
Headquarters of  Apostolic 
Church Mission, situated at 
34 Omuma road, Aba has 
been reopened for religious 
activities.

The church was unsealed 
by the Abia State govern-
ment with a charge on the 
leaders and members of  

the church to work in unity, 
peace, love and decorum.

The government directive 
which was issued on Sun-
day was signed by Barr Chris 
Ezem, Secretary to the State 
government. It would be re-
called that Apostolic Chris-
tian Church Mission’s head-
quarters at 34 Omuma road 
was on December 31, sealed 
by Abia State government 
following protracted leader-
ship crises that engulfed the 
church.

The leadership crisis was 

also subject of  legal matters 
in various Courts. To prevent 
breakdown of  law and order, 
Abia State government  in 
December 2022, directed the 
14 Brigade of  Nigeria Army 
Ohafia and Abia State Police 
Commissioner to  seal up the 
church building while  ban-
ning all religious activities 
in and around the church 
facility. The church building 
remained under the cordon 
of  security agencies until it 
was reopened this week by 
the State government.

NLC advices Imo citizens to stock
up over indefinite lockdown
T

he Nigeria Labour 
Congress (NLC) has 
urged Imo State resi-

dents to stock up their homes 
with basic needs to survive as 
the Union prepares for an in-
definite strike.

President of  NLC, Joe 
Ajaero revealed this in a state-
ment.

Ajaero said the state gov-
ernment has deliberately 
terrorized residents through 
some negative actions of  
some operatives who have 
been bequeathed with the 

powers of  the state.
He said that the state gov-

ernment, through its informa-
tion commissioner has been 
peddling falsehood.

He accused the Imo state 
government of  turning the 
once-prided “Eastern Heart-
land” into a toxic and ex-
tremely unpleasant environ-
ment.

Ajaero said “Hobbesian 
state of  nature, a state once 
prided itself  as the Eastern 
Heartland has become prev-
alent, exposing not just work-

ers in the state but institutions 
and individuals to the most 
horrendous of  scare, fear, and 
violence in their daily activi-
ties.

 “In the pursuit of  our legit-
imate strike action to restore 
sanity to the state’s industrial 
relations sphere, we wish to 
advise that those traveling to 
Imo state through the airport 
to look for other alternatives, 
those that make use of  petro-
leum products should make 
efforts to seek alternatives 
and those that use electricity 

will bring when completed.
Imo works Commissioner, 

has assured the people of  the 
area the readiness of  the gov-
ernment of  Hope Uzodimma 
to change the narrative and 
better the state while making 
more investments on roads 
across the state.

The road when completed 
will no doubt open up busi-
nesses across the oil Com-
munities and also add to the 
income value of  the state 
internally generated revenue. 
Some users of  these roads be-
hind the camera who told us 
that , the project a welcome 
development since it is a very 
important link road connect-
ing Etekwuru to Egbema 
towards Adapalm, Obosima 
via Avu Owerri town.

They however pleaded 
with the construction com-
pany handling the road and 
other roads in Imo state to be 
serious with such projects for 
the betterment of  Imo state.

Governor Uzodimma can-
not be on project sites inspect-
ing and chasing the construc-
tion companies about, rather 
the ministry of  works, Works 
Commissioner and their al-
lies have to be on site to facil-
itate the numerous road Pro-
jects embarked upon by the 
government.

I’m not dead, 
blind - Ex-Gov. T.A 
Orji
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

F
ormer Governor of  
Abia State and now a 
Senator, Chief  Theo-

dore Orji has dismissed the 
fears that he is dead.

This is even as he has dis-
pelled the claims by some 
persons in the city that he is 
now blind. Senator Orji who 
stated this in his private res-
idence, off  Azikiwe road in 
Umuahia while addressing 
Journalists, described the 
rumours as the evil wishes 
of  his enemies. He predicted 
that those who wished him 
dead would die before him, 
stressing that he had never 
wished anyone evil or dead.

The former Governor, 
who is popularly known 
as Ochendo global, also 
wondered why his enemies 
would claim that he was 
blind. He demonstrated his 
healthy sight conditions by 
identifying the Journalists 
who came to his house, ask-
ing, “person wey don die 
dey talk?  Person we don 
blind dey see?” Senator Orji 
cautioned Abians against 
listening to evil news pur-
veyors and declared that he 
would outlive all those who 
spread the fake news about 
his alleged death, saying “I 
dey kampe.” Before the de-
nial, there had been heavy 
rumours around Umuahia 
and some other parts of  the 
State about the conditions 
of  the ex-Governor.

Presidential candidate of the Labour Party, Peter Obi visited Abia State on Friday to show solidarity 
and support for the Labour Party gubernetorial candidate, Alex Otti.  

to seek other options outside 
the National Grid.

 “We are resolved to press 
home our demands and until 
these infractions are reme-
died, we will continue esca-
lating the industrial action till 
the government is compelled 
to show reason and restore 
meaningful and effective dia-
logue in the state.”

He gave some of  the rea-
sons for the industrial action 
to include 20 months salary 
arrears owed to some workers 
stigmatized as ghost workers; 
declaration of  about 11,000 
workers in the state as ghost 
workers; intimidation and 
harassment of  Trade Union 
leaders; and continued use of  
thugs and instruments of  vi-
olence against workers in the 
state among others.

Akere Spare Parts market inferno, 
direct attack on Igbo traders
 – South East Youths

T
he Coalition of  South 
East Youth Lead-
ers (COSEYL) has 

denounced the fire that de-
stroyed the Akere spare parts 
market in Olodi Apapa, Aje-
romi Ifelodun Local Govern-
ment Area, Lagos State.

Arsonists set fire to several 
portions of  the market in the 
early hours of  last Wednes-
day, killing the 65-year-old se-
curity guard on duty, accord-
ing to news reports.

Following the tragedy, the 
state Governor, Babjide San-
wo-Olu, directed security 
agencies in the state to find 
and prosecute the culprits of  
the fire.

The Coalition, however, 
stated in a statement issued 
Saturday night by its President 
General, Goodluck Ibem, 
that the fire of  the spare parts 
market was a direct attack on 
Igbo businessmen.

The Coalition expressed re-

gret that innocent traders who 
are not politicians and have 
nothing to do with politics are 
constantly subjected to unwar-
ranted attacks.

According to the report, the 
market attack came as a result 
of  most Igbos voting for the 
Labour Party’s governorship 
candidate in the state, Gbade-
bo Rhodes-Vivour, in the 
March 18 elections.

It did, however, urge the La-
gos government to protect all 
Igbos and other ethnic groups 
resident in the state against 
violence. The statement read 
in part: “It is unfortunate that 
innocent traders who are not 
politicians and have nothing 
to do with politics are subject-
ed to unprovoked attacks at all 
times.

“We have Yorubas in South 
East doing their businesses 
and no one has ever discrimi-
nated against them or attacked 
them.”

After rigging against Peter Obi, Wike trying to be 
nice – Shehu Sani

S
hehu Sani, a legislator in 
the 8th National Assem-
bly, has reacted to the 

apparent ‘romance’ between 
Rivers State Governor Nye-
som Wike and Labour Party 
candidate Peter Obi in the just 
ended presidential election.

Remember that Obi, along 
with other major competitors, 
lost the presidential election 
on February 25th to All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) 
candidate Bola Tinubu.

Tinubu secured a landslide 

victory in Rivers during the 
election. There have been ru-
mors that Governor Wike, 
a Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) chieftain, helped the 
APC candidate win in the 
state despite their political 
differences. Wike had al-
ready pledged to work against 
his party’s nominee, Atiku 
Abubakar, but had declined to 
name the candidate he would 
openly support.

Yet, just days after the In-
dependent National Electoral 

Commission (INEC) granted 
Tinubu a Certificate of  Re-
turn, Wike declared Obi his 
hero of  the February 25th 
presidential election, claim-
ing that the former Governor 
of  Anambra State insured 
the victory of  a president of  
Southern extraction.

According to news sourc-
es, Wike made the statement 
when meeting Igbo traders 
at a town hall in Rivers State 
over the weekend, soliciting 
their support for the March 
18 gubernatorial election.

Senator Sani responded 
to Wike’s statement by com-
paring the Rivers State Gov-
ernor’s relationship with Obi 
to that of  a man who jilted 
his sweetheart and is now at-
tempting to appease her after 
marrying another woman.

The Kaduna State lawmak-
er believes Wike was attempt-
ing to be nice with Obi and his 
supporters after supporting 
Tinubu and switching camps 
during the presidential elec-
tion. “Wike and Peter; it’s like 
trying to be nice in order to 
continue a relationship with 
a lady you jilted, after marry-
ing another,” Sani wrote on 
his Twitter page on Saturday, 
March 11.
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i r s t  t h e  b e t r aya l : FP r e s i d e n t 
Mohammadu Buhari 

and the Chairman of  the 
I n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i o n a l 
E l e c t o r a l  C o m m i s s i o n 
( I N E C )  w i t h o u t  b e i n g 
p r o m p t e d  b y  a n y o n e , 
r e p e a t e d l y  p r o m i s e d 
Nigerians a free and fair 
election in February 2023. 
Buhar i  promised that  a 
transparent 2023 election 
would be his legacy project.

Yet,  what happened? 
International observers have 
derided both Nigeria and the 
elections. Both Buhari and the 
I N E C  C h a i r m a n ,  P r o f  
Mahmood Yakubu knew that 
giving Nigeria a flawless 
general election was doable, 
that the money projected to 
meet the logistics that would 
make the poll transparent was 
duly budgeted for and the 
monies made available to the 
electoral agency.

The computing systems 
that would make it possible to 
upload results real time, and 
so deny election riggers the 
opportunity of  cooking the 
f igures  a t  the  so -ca l led 
c o l l a t i n g  c e n t r e s,  we r e 

designed. The right laws were 
in place. The INEC chairman 
was even seen in a video 
boasting that the results would 
be uploaded as they trickled in 
f rom the  po l l ing  un i t s, 
Nigerians had such a right.

Then the day arrived for 
B u h a r i  a n d  t h e  I N E C 
chairman to walk their talks, 
and they betrayed Nigeria. 
Suddenly, the results were not 
uploaded. Suddenly, the ones 
that had, perhaps mistakenly, 
been uploaded were scrubbed.

Then in the Nigeria of  
2023, despite all the billions 
spent buying the needed 
computing gadgets despite all 
the progress in computing and 
telephony, Nigeria returned to 
the dark ages of  manual 
collation of  election results, 
which enabled all sorts of  
criminalities to be acted out 
upon the peoples' votes.

Why have I termed this 
failure a betrayal? It is a 
betrayal because the means to 
make the  2023 e lec t ion 
angelically transparent was 
available to Buhari and INEC. 
The two chose to betray their 
country.

They made a deliberate 
choice. I have linked or 
hooked both of  them together 

because Buhari appointed 
Prof. Yakubu. Had there been 
a direct transmission of  the 
results from each polling unit 
to the general public through 
the portals, all the mayhem 
which played out in the 
collation centres would have 
been avoided. That the choice 
was there to make the votes 
from each unit to be uploaded 
directly to the public, but that 
r o u t e  wa s  d e l i b e r a t e ly 
disdained, must be noted.

B e t r a y a l  e n t a i l s 
unfaithfulness, duplicity, 
infidelity, treachery and 
disloyalty. If  faults other than 
betrayal had caused the chaos, 
unmitigated havoc, bedlam 
and anarchy with which 
Nigeria's sordid history was 
worsened on February 25, 
2023, that day's election 
should have been canceled.

That brings us to the 
tragedy of  that election. That 
day's poll was a tragedy 
because it was an unmitigated 
disaster for Nigeria. The 
people's choice of  who should 
be their freely elected leader 
was disdained as in despised, 
spurned, disparaged and 
treated with massive and 
audacious contempt. This is 
tragic because the election 

meant the world for our 
teaming youths. Suddenly, 
matters “Nigeriana” began to 
matter to them. If  this election 
is not redeemed and the 
wrongs done to their human 
rights (implicit in the very act 
of  their being constitutionally 
responsible to choose their 
own leader), is not redressed, 
reversed and punished, they 
would become alienated, and 
totally so.

It is tragic for a nation to 
go through the hollow ritual 
of  holding an election every 
four years. It is tragic for a 
nation that their President and 
Chairman of  an electoral 
body would openly commit 
themselves to organizing free 
and fair elections and then go 
ahead and conduct the worst 
election in the history of  the 
w o r l d ,  a f t e r  h a v i n g 
deliberately refused to engage 
an array of  computing and 
telephony equipment that had 
been purchased for such 
p u r p o s e.  S u c h  a c t s  o f  
lawlessness and criminality 
always weaken a society.

Ah, the shame of  it all. It's 
shameful that our leaders are 
shameless.

Since the criminality that 
was passed off  as an election 

on February 25th 2023 took 
place, the INEC Chairman 
has not uttered a word of  
regret and apology. He has 
shown no sense of  remorse for 
hav ing  fa i l ed  an  en t i r e 
country. And worst of  all, less 
than a week after the flawed 
election, President Buhari 
travelled to Qatar, his fourth 
foreign trip in 2023, to attend 
the  5th  Uni ted Nat ions 
C o n f e r e n c e  o n  l e a s t 
developed countries.

This is as the entire world 
mocks Nigeria for the election 
fiasco and cash-swap cash 
crunch has made Nigeria a 
hell on earth and petrol 
scarcity has worsened the hell 
Buhari's administration has 
turned Nigeria into. Couldn't 
someone advise Buhari to 
cancel that trip because other 
leaders would be mocking him 
as an ineffectual leader who 
would je t  out  when his 
country men and women were 
being besieged on various 
fronts by problems that no 
longer exist in other parts of  
the world? That trip has 
heaped shame on Nigerians 
for only unserious leaders 
would travel out of  their 
countries despite “the fire on 
the mountain”.

2023 Election: The betrayal,
the tragedy, the shame 

Buhari Yakubu

By Tony Eluemunor
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 few years ago, a few young Amilitary officers staged a 
coup, and the entire blame 

was heaped on the Igbos. The 
result was the annihilation of  over 
3 million Igbos, the confiscation of  
Igbos properties and the availing 
of  £20 stipend as startups for Igbos 
in 1970.

We didn't complain, even 
though the theme of  the end of  the 
war was;  NO VICTOR NO 
VANQUISH.

Igbos were promised to be 
rehabilitated, reconstructed and 
r e c o n c i l e d  w i t h  o t h e r 
nationalities. We didn't protest, 
rather, we picked up the broken 
pieces of  the war disaster, and 
started building our lives again.

Igbos waited for the federal 
government establishments to be 
built in Igbo land, and for many 
years, we were neglected.

The second Niger Bridge that 
started 40 years ago became a 
mocker y  of  in f ras t r uc tura l 
development in Igbo land when 
compared with other zones with 
FGN blueprints for railway 
n e t w o r k ,  i n d u s t r i a l  h u b s , 
superhighways, seaports and 
petrochemical sites. It was a clear-
cut strategic policy of  FGN to 
make Igbo land an area of  
hopelessness.

Igbos started to migrate to 
other parts of  the country so as to 
survive, and yet, we became the 
hunted. We never fought our host 
communities, rather, we tried to 
help build up their economies, and 
with the resilient attitudes to 
benefit from our sweat.

The Nigeria/Biafra war 
ended over 50 years ago, but the 
truth is that Igbos are still being 
fought against by Nigeria from 
every angle.

If  we talk, we are told that we 
are making a public nuisance. If  
we shout, we are told that we are 
loud-mouthed. If  we cry, we are 
told to keep quiet or relocate to 
I g b o  l a n d .  I f  w e  a c q u i r e 
properties, we are told that we are 
very greedy and very much 
ingratitude. Wherever you see an 
Igbo person, he's either told that he 
is not part of  Nigeria or he has a 
limit to the leadership of  Nigeria. 
We are now becoming more 
inclined to be part of  'USU' (BAT) 
specie, where we are not seen as 
Nigerians neither are we part of  
Biafra.

25th February 2023, Nigeria 
presidential election, Igbos were 
openly denied their voting rights in 
many parts of  Nigeria. Even at 
that, every Nigerian that voted 
Labour Party is assumed to be an 
Igbo. APC's deformed regime has 
forgotten that many Nigerians are 
angry with its obnoxious policies, 
and with such melancholy, 
Nigerian youths demonstrated 
their anger on the ballot boxes that 
were later stolen by INEC officials.

Many Igbos were harassed 
and some beaten with dangerous 
weapons in Lagos and Rivers 
particularly, and till date, no one 
has been arrested or prosecuted. 

Today, the hatred has been 
heightened by open verbal attacks 
and intimidations of  Igbos in 
Lagos, and we are hiding in our 
houses as slaves. Most of  us may 
not  go  out  to  vote  for  the 
gubernatorial election in Lagos, 
Rivers, Kano, Kogi and other 
states on the 18th of  March 
because violence against the Igbos 
has started with the fire incident in 
Akere spare parts market on 8th of  
March, mainly dominated by Igbo 

traders.
The irony of  Asiwaju losing 

L a g o s  S t a t e  s h o u l d  h a v e 
vindicated the Igbos, as many 
other nationalities in Lagos voted 
massively for Labour Party's 
presidential candidate - Peter Obi. 
But it has been degraded to Igbos 
shrewd tactics to take over Lagos – 
a Yoruba ancestral  land. A 
delusion that can only be asserted 
by hatred. How many Igbos 
(although they are entitled to as 
Nigerians) are vying for the 
Governorship position of  Lagos 
State?

I have lived in Lagos for more 
than forty years, and despite that I 
gave birth to my children in Lagos, 
we are still being treated as citizens 
of  Igbo extraction.

This is the agony of  being an 
Igbo person in  the  present 
configuration of  Nigeria.

Historical ly and with a 
calculated policy initiative of  
FGN that never cares about Igbo 
land development, migration 
becomes the norm of  the Igbos to 
survive in Nigeria. Yes, Igbos are 
known migrants, who pride on 
doing their businesses with every 
diligence. They're enterprising and 
l ive d  o n  a  l i f e  o f ,  'O N YE 
AGHALA NWANNE YA.' They 
celebrate competence, character, 
integrity and hard work. They're 
abhorrence to laziness, and hence, 
they introduced the best marketing 
strategy in APPRENTICESHIP. 
A concept that eliminates envy 
a n d  c o m p e t i t i o n  a m o n g s t 
themselves. A concept that builds 
wealth in a confluencing system. A 
concept where everyone stands for 
one another. A concept that has 
become a global  market ing 
strategy, and now, being studied in 
most of  IVY universities. We are 
traders, that's our vocation and we 
understand the terrains of  how to 
navigate towards making money. 
Despite all odd policies of  FGN 
against the Igbos, they strive to 
make money. In all these anti-Igbo 
federal government policies, Igbos 
never complained or argued. The 
issue is, who can we complain to? 
In most federal establishments, 
military and other offshoots, we 
have been reduced to the worse 
numerical strength. Who shall we 
complain to?

Pol i t i ca l ly,  when MKO 
ridiculed all the Igbos with a 
haughty remark that he can do 
without the Igbos, Igbos still voted 
for him. We didn't complain and 
we didn't argue. When MKO's 
election was annulled in 1993, 
Igbos stood up with the Yorubas to 
f i g h t  t h e  i n j u s t i c e.  W h e n 
N A D E C O  h o i s t e d  i t s 
declarations, many Igbos were 
signatories. No one accused the 
Igbos of  being ar rogant  or 
tribalists. We fought the injustice 
together because we believed that 
an injury to one is an injury to all.

When in  1999,  the  4 th 
Republic was declared, OBJ 
contested with Dr. Ekwueme. 
When OBJ was declared as PDP 
flag bearer, Igbos supported and 
voted for OBJ despite winning our 
own son of  the soil. While OBJ 
lost most parts of  Yoruba land, 
Igbos gave him 85% of  votes. We 
weren't arrogant or tribalists.

We didn't see Yorubas as our 
enemies, but our own relations in 
the same lower Niger region. We 
were all one, and Igbos were not 
told that they are arrogant or 
tribalists.

Igbos voted massively for OBJ 
and this time, increased the margin 
to 95% in OBJ'S second term, even 
though he contested with Ojukwu, 

who happens to be an Igbo man 
under APGA. Igbos didn't look at 
tribe, but they still voted for OBJ. 
Yet, we were not told that we were 
arrogant or tribalists.

At the end of  OBJ's tenure, 
late Musa Yar'dua came. It was at 
the same period that Owelle 
Rochas Okorocha was contesting. 
Owelle was an Igbo man, but we 
v o t e d  f o r  Y a r ' A d u a 
overwhelmingly not considering 
the fact that he ran against Rochas 
Okorocha – an Igbo man. Igbos 
were not informed that they were 
arrogant and tribalists. We still lay 
our allegiance to Nigeria project, 
but unfortunately, Yorubas and 
core North never appreciated our 
sacrifices.

When Yar'Adua died, GEJ 
started being shaky, Igbos trooped 
out, and with one accord, ensured 
that GEJ was not thrown out by 
certain Northern cabals from 
becoming the Nigerian president. 
Despite all the intrigues of  the 
North and few Yorubas, Igbos 
stood up for GEJ. GEJ happens to 
come from Ijaw, where ASIRI, 
who had sworn to hate the Igbos 
came from, and even at that, we 
voted for him when he contested 
against PMB. We didn't look at 
tribe neither were Igbos arrogant 
or tribalists.

When in 2015 PMB came 
back to contest against GEJ, Igbos 
rejected PMB. The truth was that 
Igbos are a discerning set of  
people, and will rather go hungry 
than supporting someone who has 
nothing to offer Nigeria. It doesn't 
matter if  the person is 'NWA DI 
ALA.' Igbos saw PMB as a bad 
fruit and deliberately chosen not to 
vote for him both in his first and 
second term. Our choice of  not 
voting PMB stripped us off  our 
citizenship rights that created an 
arithmetic formula of  97% against 
5%, and today, Igbos are not 
represented in the military high 
command of  Nigeria and many 
other sensitive positions. It didn't 
end there, the volcano of  hatred 
erupted against the Igbos, and 
today, we dare not ask of  any right 
in Nigeria.

Irrespective of  a deliberate 
humiliation against the Igbos, we 
are still minding our business. We 
have decided to focus on our 
buying and selling ingenuity, but at 
any instance of  security breaches, 
Igbo businesses are target for 
destructions. The hatred is beyond 
verbalisation, but even at that, 
Igbos have asked the federal 
government of  Nigeria to allow 
them to go but i t  has been 
construed to mean treason. How 
can you keep what you hate?

It's even more disheartening 
when an elder that I respect so 
much, Tanko Yakasi,  could 
publicly discredit Igbos as a people 
who are isolationists. We are 
talking about  injust ice and 
nepotistic politics in Nigeria, and 
Tanko has nothing else to describe 
the Igbos but as loners. I took time 
to genuinely explore how much 
Igbos have sacrificed for the unity 
of  Nigeria, and yet, an elderly 
statesman, who ought to speak the 
truth is ridiculing a race because 
Igbos for once decided to support 
and vote for their own son. All 
these while that Igbos were voting 
other tribesmen, we weren't 
isolating ourselves from Nigeria. 
The height of  hypocrisy. Igbos are 
becoming a tribe that will be 
spanked and only to be told, 
'YOU'RE STUPID.'

E r r o n e o u s l y ,  t h e 
Hausa/Fulanis and Yorubas 
believed that they own the country, 
and Igbos are their slaves. To this 

end, and in decades, believed that 
Igbos cannot venture into politics. 
It's assumed that the Igbos don't 
know politics. That's why the 
accurate zoning formula of  APC 
and PDP, that ought to be justified 
by allowing the Igbos to produce 
the 2023 president ended with the 
two superpowers (Yorubas and 
N o r t h )  t o  m a k e  t h e  I g b o s 
nonexistent.

Luckily for the Igbos, this 
time around, they found one of  
their sons as a reputable person to 
vie for the post of  the president. 
PETER OBI became the symbol 
of  unity and Igbos looked up to 
Yorubas to help them in achieving 
this feat. It wasn't possible because 
someone's ambition must override 
the mutual respect for Igbos 
inclusion.

Equally as expected, the 
s a b o t e u r s  i n  I g b o  l a n d 
collaborated with other tribes to 
speak against Peter Obi. People 
like Uzor, Uzodinma, Rochas, 
Soludo, Eze, Amaechi, Wike and 
many others reminded me of why 
Biafra was defeated after getting 
close to Ore, in Ondo State. A 
story that I am still working on, 
where SABOTEURS derailed the 
timely liberation of  the entire SE, 
SS and some part of  MIDDLE 
BELT from the clutches of  Nigeria 
oppressive regimes and policies.

Despite the betrayal of  Peter 
Obi by Igbos Efulefus, Igbos 
showcased the best of  politics 
system that destroyed impositions, 
tribal and religious sentiments. 
The much wrong impression that 
Igbos will not support their own 
ended up being the best outcome 
in all the Igbo land. Many have 
started insinuating that all the SE 
states gave PETER OBI massive 
votes, and my answer was, why 
shouldn't we? We have been 
neglected as nothing, and to the 
extent that most Governors started 
taunting the Igbos as if  they won't 
vote for their own beloved son. 
Igbos are not novice to politics, 
and have been the pillars of  most 
of  the political parties in Nigeria. 
Igbos have paid their dues and 
have voted PDP right from this 
present political dispensation, and 
what did they get – Humiliations.

I must appreciate all sons and 
daughters of  Igbo extraction, and 
for once, I am proud to be an Igbo 
man. This is not about tribal 
politics, but the truth about a 
country that has humiliated a race 
as if  we can't fight for our freedom 
and rights as one indivisible 
people.

Win or lose, we have shown 
our brothers and sisters from other 
ethnic nationalities that we are not 
novice in politics. I must not fail to 
appreciate  a l l  the goodwil l 
Nigerians who understood the 
ugly plights of  the Igbos, and 
justified their unbiased support to 
ensuring that a son of  the Igbo 
becomes the Nigeria president. 
How can I forget OHANEZE, 
PA N D E F,  A F E N I F E R E , 
M I D D L E  B E LT,  N I G E R 
DELTA,  THE RESILIENT 
NIGERIAN YOUTHS, and other 
patriotic Nigerians, who truly 
understand the place of  justice, 
fairness and equity in Nigeria's 
historical perspective. You're the 
true heroes of  2023 presidential 
election. I'm proud of  you, and 
indeed, a NEW NIGERIA IS 
POSSIBLE. We must repeat the 
feat on the 18th of  March, and that 
way, the ugly tap roots of  all the 
vampires in Nigeria politics will be 
gradually uprooted forever.

Wike has informed all the 
Igbos that he has nothing to do 
with the Igbos, and one day, 

history will list those who betrayed 
their own brothers and sisters 
because of  money and power.

The agonies of  Igbo politics 
are that we are criminals, greedy, 
arrogant, tribalists and cannot be 
trusted, and I asked, what have any 
Nigerian entrusted in the hands of  
the Igbos and it turned out to be 
distrusted?

Just a little taste of  PETER 
OBI, and the trajectories of  
Nigeria politics have changed. 
That's why you don't allow an Igbo 
man to encroach on certain 
aspects of  business or politics 
issue, and I bet you, he will change 
the narrative.

Don't touch the lion's tail, 
whether dead or alive, and now 
that we have come out to play 
politics as it ought be played, 
Nigerians are not only crying and 
shaking, but the structures of  
criminality and godfatherism are 
crumbling very fast. Never again 
will Nigeria politics be a hijack of  
cr iminals,  dr ug barons and 
terrorists, and the simple truth is 
that IGBOS have decided to play 
politics in its full regalia. 

I am seeing a new Nigeria 
where no ethnic nationality (major 
or minor) should be treated as 
dustbin pickers; and where no 
Nigerian, irrespective of  ethnic or 
r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  s h o u l d  b e 
considered as an infidel or second-
class citizen.

Nigeria is going through the 
most traumatic experience ever 
confronted her  presidential 
e lect ion and general  l iv ing 
standards, and if  the truth be told, 
we should not be talking about a 
flawed election, but start rounding 
up all the criminals who have 
aided in branding Nigeria as an 
anti-democratic country.

“A thief  is a thief, and in 
African parlance, a thief  who has 
no shame has painted his relatives 
as a family of  thieves.” – DSM.

In conclusion, if  we allow 
thieves, armed robbers, bandits, 
terrorists, kidnappers, fraudsters, 
drug barons and criminals to lead 
this country, we have inadvertently 
informed the world of  the kind of  
family members we are from. 
There's no hysterical justification 
why Peter Obi should be rigged out 
of  his mandate because he is an 
Igbo man. Igbos deserve a national 
warm embrace, but where we're 
taunted as a race without Nigeria 
citizenship rights, we should be 
allowed to go our separate ways. 
After all, some European and 
African countries have less than 
two million population numerical 
strength and they are living in 
peace amongst themselves.

Let us not forget the scripture 
that says, 'Verily Verily I say unto 
you, he that rejoiceth over an evil 
deed, surely shall have a taste of  
the same abomination in his affairs 
among men. For with what 
measure you met out to men, the 
same shall be meted out to you.'

The Agony of  being Igbo has 
smeared all Nigerians, and today, 
no one will escape the greasy 
effects of  wicked policies against 
the Igbos and other minority 
nationalities. It's glaring, and if  we 
didn't correct this criminal politics 
and braven ideology of  politics of  
exclusion, we will keep recycling 
these hardened criminals that we 
refer as our leaders. The epithet of  
the YOUTHS aspiring to be 
tomorrow's leaders will NEVER 
happen. It's not a curse but a sad 
reality that must be exterminated 
urgently if  the future still exists this 
year for Nigeria.

Analysis

The agony of Igbos
By Dr. Sunny Oby Maduka (DSM)
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he Central Bank of  TN i g e r i a  s a y s  
residents of  rural 

and unbanked areas can no 
longer swap old notes for 
new ones through its cash 
swap programme. 

T h e  C B N  A c t i n g  
S p o k e s p e r s o n ,  I s a  
Abdulmumin, disclosed 
this in a telephone chat with 
our correspondet, noting 
that the programme had 
fulfilled its mandate. 

H e  s a i d ,  “ T h e  
programme has stopped. 

i f t h - g e n e r a t i o n Ftechnology rollout 
and investment in 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
infrastructure increased 
foreign investments into the 
telecommunication sector 
by 129.21 per cent in the first 
1 1  m o n t h s  o f  2 0 2 2 , 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  c a p i t a l 
importation data from the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria. 

Capital importation 
into the telecom sector was 
$174.47m from January to 
November 2021. It jumped 
t o  $ 3 9 9 . 9 1 m  i n  t h e 
corresponding period of  
2022. 

This leap in investment 
came after the successful 
auctioning of  5G spectrums 
to MTN Nigeria and Mafab 
Communications Limited in 
December 2021. According 
to the GSMA, the global 
body for telcos, telcos would 
need to invest $500m and 
build 6,000 base stations to 
successfully roll out 5G in 10 
top cities of  the country. 

In 2022, MTN Nigeria 
and Airtel Africa disclosed 
t h a t  t h e y  i n v e s t e d 
N613.13bn in infrastructure 
in 2022. This signified a 

A M M B A N  N a t i o n a l  
P u b l i c i t y  O f f i c e r ,  
Oluwasegun Elegbade, 
noted that the recent mob 
attacks on banks would 
have been averted if  the 
programme fulfilled its 
purpose. 

H e  s a i d ,  “ T h e  

h e  N a t i o n a l TC h a r c o a l 
Producers, Dealers 

and Exporters Association 
of  Nigeria is set for a 
consultative meeting with 
government agencies to 
s e n s i t i s e  c h a r c o a l 
s t a k e h o l d e r s  o n  t h e 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  
afforestation. 

The association made 
this known in a statement 
made available to the News 
Agency of  Nigeria on 
Sunday in Abuja. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  M r 
Babatunde Edu, National 
President of  the body, the 
meeting is to sensitise 
stakeholders on the effects 

o n g a ,  N i g e r i a ' s Kleading composite e-
commerce platform 

has partnered with Verve 
International to reward 
c u s t o m e r s  w i t h  f r e e 
shopping vouchers.

Ta g ge d  S e a s o n  o f  
Rewards, the campaign, 
which kicked off  on March 
1, 2023 will see shoppers 
receive free vouchers when 
they shop on Konga.com 
with their Verve cards.

T h e  p a r t n e r s h i p 
underpins the commitment 
of  both brands to add value 
b y  p r o v i d i n g  u s e f u l 
incentives for customers who 
make payments with their 
Verve cards.

Consequently, Verve 

card holders who shop on 
www.konga.com are in for 
great rewards, with free 
shopping vouchers made 
available to them within a 24-
hour period which they can 
immediately use on their 
next shopping on the Konga 
platform.

The vouchers can also 
apply to any category of  
product that catches their 
fancy, ranging from Mobile 
P h o n e s ,  C o m p u t i n g , 
Electronics, Fashion, Home 
& Kitchen, Groceries, etc.

“We are delighted to 
partner with Verve to bring 
this exciting offer to shoppers 
on the Konga platform,'' 
disclosed Gideon Ayogu, 
Group Head, Marketing & 
Communications, Konga 
Group.

''We are confident that 

this would deliver more 
value to Verve card holders 
in their shopping experience, 
while also encouraging them 
to shop more.''

Also commenting on 
the development, Chidi 
Oluaoha, Group Head, 
Growth Marketing Payment 
t o k e n s  a n d  F i n a n c i a l 
I n c l u s i o n  S e r v i c e s , 
Interswitch said Verve is 
commit ted  to  c rea t ing 
rewarding experiences for 
Verve cardholders while 
supporting their lifestyle 
needs. 

H e  s a i d  “ O u r 
customers are at the heart of  
everything we do, and we are 
always looking for ways to 
reward them with invaluable 
payment experiences. It is for 
t h i s  p u r p o s e  w e  a r e 
partnering with Konga to 
bring this exciting offer to 

Verve cardholders while 
giving them seamless, swifter 
and more secure payment 
solutions.”

 He further urged new 
a n d  e x i s t i n g  V e r v e 
c a r d h o l d e r s  t o  t a k e 
a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h i s 
opportunity to enjoy the 
benefits of  shopping on 
Konga and earning free 
shopping vouchers.

Through this Season of  
Rewards promo, Konga and 
Verve are confident of  giving 
Verve card holders more 
reasons to use their cards for 
e-commerce transactions 
and avoiding the ongoing 
hassles with cash availability.

Both companies are 
also committed to improving 
financial inclusion and 
convenience for millions of  
Nigerians.

The cash swap was not in 
perpetuity and has a 
lifeline.” 

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  
Association of  Mobile 
Money and Bank Agents in 
Nigeria had described the 
programme as ineffective, 
insisting that participation 
b y  s t a k e h o l d e r s  wa s  
minimal.

The CBN had said the 
cash swap programme was 
aimed at enabling citizens 
in rural areas or those with 
limited access to formal 

14.19 per cent increase from 
the N536.91bn they both 
spent in 2021.

Commenting on its 
investment, MTN said, 
“Capital expenditure was 
N504.3bn, up 23.5 per cent, 
due  to  acce lera t ion in 
c o v e r a g e  e x p a n s i o n , 
focusing on the 4G and 5G 
networks and our rural 
telephony programme. 

“We deployed 9,027 4G 
sites, 588 5G sites, and 778 
rural sites. 4G accounted for 
approximately 76 per cent of  
the total sites deployed 
during the year.” 

According to telecom 
experts, 5G is expected to 
h e a d l i n e  n e t w o r k 
investment and drive foreign 
investment into the sector. In 
r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  f o r e i g n 
investments have reduced in 
Nigeria due to a myriad of  
factors. Despite this, experts 
say the profit margins and 
growth recorded in the 
communications sector will 
continue to drive growth.

Commenting on the 
growth of  the sector, the 
Chief  Operating Officer, 
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
Te l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

programme has not been 
really effective as it should. 
If  it worked, we would not 
have witnessed the number 
of  crises that erupted across 
the country. 

“We expected more 
participation as far as the 
swap is concerned. The 

of  deforestation, the benefit 
o f  a f f o r e s t a t i o n ,  a n d 
innovat ive  process ing 
procedures to boost the 
forest resources in Nigeria. 

“This is with emphasis 
on the association trust 
pol icy on issuance of  
Afforestation Pass and 
Charcoal Lifting Rights by 
the National Association 
f o r  c o m p l i a n c e  o f  
stakeholders to streamline 
t h e  s u b - s e c t o r  i n 
f u r t h e r a n c e  t o  t h e 
association's aims and 
objectives.

“NACPDEAN is to 
ensure  compl iance  of  
s t a k e h o l d e r s  o n 
afforestation to mitigate 
climate change. 

“We also exist to fast-
t r a c k  g r o w t h  a n d 
development of  the sector 
a n d  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e 
contribution of  the sub-
sector to the Nation's Gross 

Domestic Product. 
The event is scheduled 

to be held on Thursday, 
16th March 2023, at the 
Presken Hotel Ikeja, Lagos, 
w i t h  t h e  t h e m e : 
'Sustainable Afforestation 
&  R e f o r e s t a t i o n  f o r 
Nigeria's Posterity.'

“ A l l  E x p o r t i n g 
S t a k e h o l d e r s  i n  t h e 
charcoal sub-sector are 
invited to the consultative 
m e e t i n g  w i t h  t h e 
g ove r n m e n t  a n d  a l s o 
shipping companies, freight 
forwarders, and terminal 
o p e r a t o r s  w i l l  b e  i n 
attendance,” he said. 

The event will be in 
collaboration with the 
Fe d e r a l  M i n i s t r y  o f  
Environment ,  Federa l 
Ministry of  Industry, Trade 
and Investment, Nigerian 
Shippers' Council, and 
Nigerian Export Promotion 
Council. 

f inanc ia l  s e r v i ce s  to  
exchange old naira notes for 
the redesigned notes. 

To promote financial 
i n c l u s i o n ,  t h e  C B N  
e x c l u d e d  m o b i l e  
money/Point of  Sales 
agents in Abuja and Lagos, 
maintaining that the service 
was available for anybody 
without a bank account. 

It also noted only 
N10,000 could be released 
per customer under the cash 
swap programme.

But in an assessment, 

Companies of  Nigeria, 
Ajibola Olude, said, “5G has 
contributed to this growth, 
which has led to increased 
investments. 

“The rollout of  5G is 
driving investments, which 
are coming from abroad. 
T h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  5 G 
investment is also driving 
growth.” 

He also stated that 
several policies from the 
Federal Government and 
various state governments 
a r e  a t t r a c t i n g  f o r e i g n 
investors to the sector. 

He added, “You will see 
that the rate of  data centers 
i n  N i g e r i a  h a s 
astronomically increased, 
this is also responsible for 
great. There are a lot of  
opportunities in the digital 
economy, which is driving 
i n v e s t o r s  t o  m a k e 
investments in the sector. 

“Also, the sector has 
become the pride of  the 
Nigerian economy which 
means that the adoption of  
communication and digital 
products has increased. 
A l s o ,  t h e  r e t u r n  o n 
i n v e s t m e n t  i s  a l s o 
responsible for this growth.” 

operators  were  g iven 
control over the whole thing 
with little monitoring. 

“Without monitoring, 
many of  the states just did 
as they wanted. The CBN 
only set up a monitoring 
team in less than five states. 
Overall ,  i t  wasn't  an 
effective initiative.” 

CBN ends cash swap programme in rural areas 

5G rollout raises telecom foreign
investment by 129% 

Association tasks charcoal producers
on afforestation 

Konga, Verve excite customers with free shopping
vouchers



he National Drug TLaw Enforcement 
Agency, NDLEA, 

has arrested a former Boko 
Haram member, Alayi 
Madu, and the traditional 
ruler of  Kajola, Baale 
Akinola Adebayo.

They were among 37 
persons apprehended over 
2.2 tons of  illicit drugs 
seized by operatives at the 
M u r t a l a  M u h a m m e d  
International Airport in 
Lagos and in raids across 
12 states last week.

On 10th March, agents 
stormed Kajola forest near 
the border between Edo 
and Ondo states, where 
they destroyed cannabis 
f a r m s  m e a s u r i n g  
39.801546 hectares.

The owner, 35-year-old 
Adebayo, was arrested 
there at 2:30 am, while 
other suspects believed to 
be his workers: Arikuyeri 
Abdulrahman, 23 and 
Habibu Ologun, 25, were 
nabbed nearby.

However, 26-year-old 
Madu was a Boko Haram 
fighter for 15 years before 
finally surrendering to the 

o fewer than 23 

Nv i l l a ge r s  we r e 
killed and several 

others injured on Saturday 
a s  t e r r o r i s t s  i nva d e d 
v i l l a g e s  i n  K a n k a r a 
communit ies,  Kats ina 
State.

Those killed include 
21 males and two females, a 
reliable source told DAILY 
POST.

The hoodlums had 
earlier on Friday attended 
t h e  w e d d i n g  p a r t y 
(Walima) of  one of  their 
kingpins, identified as 'Mai 
Katifa Mutuwa' at Majifa 

cream, hair attachment, 
drinks, and some food 
items, 1.20kg tramadol 
capsules concealed inside 
the gift wrapping sheet 
were found.

At the Idiroko land 
border, NDLEA operatives 
on the same day intercepted 
a commercial  Toyota 
Camry with reg. number 
JJJ 756 HB along Ilase-
Akoko road.

More than 30 jumbo 
size wraps of  imported 
skunk weighing 17kg and 
concealed in two cooking 
g a s  c y l i n d e r s  w e r e  
discovered.  Benjamin 
A j o s e ,  4 8  a n d  

Nigerian military in 2021.
The NDLEA caught 

him on 9th March along 
Abuja-Kaduna road with 
10 kilograms of  skunk he 
bought in Ibadan, Oyo 
State, to be delivered in 
Maiduguri, Borno State.

Madu, a native of  Banki 
in Borno, attended Umaru 
Shehu rehabilitation centre 
in Maiduguri and Malam 
Sidi  de-radical isat ion 
centre in Gombe State and 
was discharged after six 
months.

T h e  s u s p e c t  t h e n  
travelled to Ibadan, where 
he worked as a commercial 
motorcycle rider before 
going into drug trafficking.

At the Lagos airport, 
opera t ives  ac t ing  on  
intelligence intercepted 
11.90 kilograms of  heroin 
and 500 grams of  skunk 
concealed in deep freezers.

The consignment was 
part of  a cargo that arrived 
from South Africa on 7th 
March onboard Ethiopian 
airline via Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia.

Five suspects including 
a truck driver are in custody 

Village, but stayed back in 
the neighbourhood till 
Saturday to launch the 
attack.

“Instead of  leaving 
p e a c e f u l l y  a f t e r  t h e 
wedding party, the bandits 
chose to invade nearby 
villages in the area on 
Saturday. They attacked 
s e v e r a l  s e t t l e m e n t s , 
i nc lud ing  Danmarke, 
Gidan Sale, Gidan Sarka, 
Gidan Jiho, Gidan Ancho, 
among others.

“ S o m e  v i g i l a n t e s 
attempted to stop the 
hoodlums, but they were 

not enough to match their 
fighting power as they 
unleashed mayhem on the 
neighbourhood.

“This morning, we 
gathered that 23 villagers 
were killed in the attack. 
We attended the burial rites 
of  some of  them this 
morning.”

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
source, “many people were 
also injured in the attack. 
Some of  them have since 
been conveyed to Kankara 
General Hospital while 
others to hospitals in the 
state capital, Katsina.”

Another source from 
the area said some of  the 

he police in India Thave arrested two 
Nigerians identified 

as, Alex, 30, and Ibeh, 45, 
for  al legedly cheating 
several Indian women on 
matrimonial applications.

The police disclosed 
on Sunday that the accused 
posed as marine engineers 
and rich IT professionals to 
lure women on the app and 

President Estate area, 
alleged she lost Rs 4 lakh.”

A senior police officer 
disclosed, “The woman 
told us she met a man 
named Aman Arora on a 
matrimonial site. He said 
he was a marine in the UK. 
They started talking on 
WhatsApp and the man 
told her he was coming to 

terrorists were killed in the 
bloody clash though he 
could not ascertain their 
number.

C o n f i r m i n g  t h e 
report, SP Gambo Isah, 
spokesman, Katsina State 
Police Command, said they 
received information that 
“some group of  bandits 
from Zamfara, came for 
ce l eb ra t ion  and  l a t e r 
attacked Majifa village.”

Gambo also noted 
that the police and other 
sister security agencies are 
on top of  the matter, 
p romis ing  to  p rov ide 
detailed information as 
soon as it is available.

extort money from them on 
the pretext of  clearing 
customs fees for gifts.

Indian pol ice said 
“The accused, Alex (30) 
and Ibeh (45), have been 
c h e a t i n g  w o m e n  f o r 
months in the name of  
sending/receiving gifts. 
The matter came to light 
w h e n  a  2 4 - y e a r - o l d 
woman, a resident of  the 

Mumbai to meet her.”
The police said the 

men worked with other 
gang members who were 
Nigerians, and cheated 
multiple women.

Searches were being 
made on them and their 
p h o n e s  w e r e  b e i n g 
analysed to trace more 
victims.

Lately, communities 
i n  K a n k a r a  L G A  o f  
Katsina State have been 
under incessant attack by 
terrorists.

Notable among them 
is the February 2, 2023, 
killing of  over 100 people 
when 'Yan Sakai' vigilante 
members  ran  in to  an 
ambush between Bakori-
Kankara crisis.

Recall that earlier this 
year, some women were 
abducted while heading to 
Church at Gidan Haruna in 
Kankara. The police are yet 
to confirm whether they 
have been released or not.

Oluwatobiloba Ajayi, 37, 
were arrested on the spot.

In Akwa Ibom State, 
Mrs.  Hope  In iobong  
David, 42, was nabbed with 
bags of  cannabis sativa 
weighing 1,112kg (1.1 tons) 
kept in her house at Ediene 
Abak in Abak LGA.

I n  K o g i  S t a t e ,  
operatives recovered 25 
cartons containing 50,000 
ampoules of  pentazocine 
injection weighing 200kg in 
a Toyota Hiace bus marked 
LAM 652 LG travelling 
from Lagos to Abuja.

In OgunSstate, a female 
drug dealer, Bola Egbebi in 
Ota LGA, was caught with 

in connection with the 
seizure – Dairo Quam, 
Oluwaseun Ogunmene, 
Ade leke  Abdul rasaq ,  
Bamidele Adewale and 
Oluwafemi Ogunmeru.

A l s o ,  N D L E A  
operatives attached to the 
Gate C departure hall of  
the MMIA on 9th March 
intercepted a passenger, 
Aigbedion Philomena 
heading to Italy via Addis 
Ababa on an Ethiopian 
Airline flight.

Upon a search of  her 
bags containing body 

different quantities of  
C a n n a b i s  S a t i v a ,  
M e t h a m p h e t a m i n e ,  
Tramadol 225, Skuchies, 
Molly and Codeine cough 
syrup.

I n  G o m b e  S t a t e ,  
another female drug dealer, 
Fatima Hassan (a.k.a. 
Boss) was arrested in her 
house at New Mile 3 area 
of  Akko LGA with three 
and half  blocks of  skunk 
weighing 3.245kg.

In Lagos, two other 
female drug dealers, Folake 
L a d i p o  a n d  A d e o l a  
B a b a t u n d e  w e r e  
apprehended in the Mushin 
area on Friday with 49.5kg 
of  skunk.
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NDLEA arrests ex-Boko Haram fighter, monarch,
ladies for drug trafficking

Terrorists kill villagers
in Katsina community

India police arrest two Nigerians over marriage scam  
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SPORTS
uper Eagles coach, 

SJose Peseiro, says 
Ademola Lookman 

is more technical than 
Napol i  s t r iker,  Victor 
Osimhen., 

Peseiro who was in 
Naples to watch Napoli 
defeat Atalanta 2-0 at the 
Diego Amando Maradona 
stadium on Saturday told 
SportsItalia that Atalanta 
c o a c h ,  G i a n  P i e r o 
Gasperini has helped in the 
growth of  Lookman. 

Khvicha Kvaratskhelia 
hit a stunning strike as 
Napoli moved 18 points 
clear again at the top of  
Serie A. 

The 11th goal of  the 
Georgian's debut Serie A 
season came in the 60th 

Peseiro. 
Lookman currently 

ranked third in the Serie A 
top scorer's race with the 12 
goa l s  f rom 25  l eague 
appearances for Atalanta 
behind Osimhen (19 goals 
in 21 games) and Inter 
Milan's Lautaro Martinez 
who has scored 14 times in 

his 300th milestone club 
career assist to Mbappe, 
wearing the same jersey 
number.

M b a p p e  b e a t  t h e 
offside trap to collect a 
through ball from Messi in 
t h e  9 0 t h  m i nu t e  a n d 
rounded goalkeeper Marco 
Bizot to slot it into an 
empty net as PSG defeated 
Brest at the Stade Francis-
Le Blé.

M e s s i ,  a  f o r m e r 
Barcelona captain, now has 
13 Ligue 1 assists this 
season and has 31 assists 
across all competitions for 
PSG.

on Saturday.
The  Niger ian -bor n 

forward continued his 
impressive scoring form by 
netting in the 3-1 victory at 
the Swansea City Stadium.

M i d d l e s b r o u g h 
conceded first in the game 

added a second in the 
45th minute.

Ighalo is ahead of  
A l - N a s s r  s u p e r s t a r 
Cristiano Ronaldo in the 
goals race.

He has now scored 
11 goals in 15 games.

Ronaldo has netted 
eight times in the league 
since he arrived from 
Manchester United.

scores the goals that he has, 
but the biggest thing for me 
has been seeing Chuba 
grow, as a player and as a 
person,” Carrick said per 
The Northern Echo.

“Having that taste of  
goals and of  success, he's 
using that as motivation to 
push himself  even more.”

Akpom has scored 22 
goals in 28 appearances for 
Boro this season.

Osimhen, more inclined to 
create chances and he is 
now also scoring.

“He's doing really well 
this year. He grew up with 
Gasperini and now he's 
always playing well and 
we're happy with him. 

“He too can aspire to 
do great things,” said 

aris Saint-Germain Pf o r wa r d ,  L i o n e l 
Messi, on Saturday 

became the first player to 
reach 300 club assists.

Messi achieved the feat 
after setting up a last-
m i n u t e  w i n n e r  f o r 
teammate Kylian Mbappe 
in their 2-1 French Ligue 1 
w in  aga ins t  B re s t  on 
Saturday.

Incidentally, Messi, 
back in 2005, provided his 
first of  many club career 
assists to Barcelona legend 
Ronaldinho wearing the 
number 30 jersey.

However, in 2023, the 
Argentina captain provided 

idd le sbrough Mm a n a g e r , 
Michael Carrick 

h a s  a g a i n  s h o w e r e d 
e n c o m i u m  o n  C h u b a 
Akpom after the forward's 
impressive display in the 
away win at Swansea City 

A
l-Hilal striker, 
Odion Ighalo is 
c u r r e n t l y 

leading the top scorers' 
chart in the Saudi Arabia 
Pro League.

Ighalo scored a brace 
to help his side thrash Al 
Taawon 4-0 on Saturday.

The Nigerian striker 
scored the opening goal 
in the 32nd minute and 

b u t  r a l l i e d  t o  s e c u r e 
maximum points.

Akpom scored  the 
Teesiders' third goal of  the 
encounter from the spot on 
77 minutes.

Carrick, who has seen 
Akpom's form improve 
since he took charge of  the 
club last year, has nothing 
but praise for his striker.

“It's fantastic when 
someone in your team 

like this this year. This is 
because they are both 
within a good game system. 

“Atalanta and Napoli 
want the ball, they want to 
play and attack. In these 
conditions, players like this 
are exalted. Italian football 
has changed a lot in recent 
years.”

minute, with his twinkle-
toed run into the penalty 
a r e a  f o l l o w e d  b y  a n 
explosive finish after he was 
fed by Osimhen.

Kvaratskhelia still had 
plenty of  work to do and 
le f t  Atalanta  captain, 
Rafael Toloi bamboozled 
b y  h i s  s h i m m y i n g 
f o o t w o r k ,  w i t h  t h e 
defenders  col lec t ive ly 
powerless to prevent a 
masterpiece. 

A m i r  R a h m a n i ' s 
looping header in the 77th 
minute made the points 
safe, as Eljif  Elmas sent a 
corner from the right into 
the danger zone and the 
centre-back did the rest. 

“Ademola (Lookman) 
is more technical than 

26 games. 
P e s e i r o  s a y s  t h e 

geometrical improvements 
in the two Nigerians who 
have netted 31 Serie A goals 
together this term has not 
happened by chance. 

“I would add one thing 
that applies to both,” he 
continued. 

“It is no coincidence 
that they have both grown 

Lookman more technical than Osimhen – Peseiro 
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