
EISSN: 2736-0548   FRIDAY 10 – SATURDAY 11 MARCH, 2023   VOL. 4 NO. 27

Pg. 8

Pg. 2

Pg. 3

Pg. 3

Pg. 11

Pg. 2

Always read and advertise in NewsEcho online @ www.newsecho.com.ng 
Follow us on all our social media handles; Facebook: @newsechonigeria, Instagram: @newsechonigeria, Twitter: @newsechonigeria

Pg. 7

Excitement as Ikpeazu orders mass
promotion for Abia LG workers

Nat’l NLC at daggers
drawn with Imo govt
...Declares workers’ strike in the state
...As Emelumba describes Ajaero as agent of divide

Police explains reason behind
arresting former Imo Deputy
Governor, Irona

Afenifere insists Peter Obi
won 2023 Presidential polls

Hoodlum killed, police officer
shot in Ebonyi gun duel

Nigerian born music
manager stabbed to
death in UK

Senators-elect Abaribe, Umeh displaying their Certificates Of Return.

Late Odunlami

Lagos Guber candidates; GRV, Sanwo-Olu,
Jandor, visit train crash victims at LASUTH



Arrest of  whistle blower, Emeh Nnamdi: Be transparent, 
impartial, RULAC beckons on Nigeria Police

Vote only APGA or you’ll get nothing 
from me – Soludo warns 
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News

From Uchenna, Ezeadigwe 
Awka

R
ULAAC has taken 
note of  the report 
of  the arrest of  the 

26-year-old National Youth 
Service Corps (NYSC) 
member Emeh Nnamdi 
who was declared wanted 
by the Nigeria Police Force 
on February 20, 2023 for 
‘impersonation of  an As-
sistant Superintendent of  
Police and defamation of  
character.’

Recall that the same fel-
low, Namdi who made rev-
elations about the existence 
of  an alleged criminal cartel 

of  police officers in Zone 
13 Ukpo and Anambra 
State CID Annex (former 
Awkuzu SARS), involved 
in unlawful detention, tor-
ture and extrajudicial kill-
ing, stealing and conversion 
of  property of  executed de-
tainees in their custody, and 
trading in human parts.

Reports further adds that 
the Nigeria Police Force had 
invited to the Force Head-
quarters the accused police 
officers including Chief  
Superintendent of  Police 
Patrick Chukwuemeka Ag-
bazue, who is a former O/C 
SARS, Awkuzu and cur-
rently the Commander of  

the Rapid Response Squad 
(RRS), Awkuzu; a Superin-
tendent of  Police, Princess 
Nwode Nkeiruka, who is a 
former Police Public Rela-
tions Officer (PPRO), An-
ambra State Police Com-
mand and currently the 
PPRO for Zone 13 Head-
quarters, Ukpo; and Inspec-
tor Harrison Akama, also at-
tached to the RRS, Awkuzu, 
Anambra State, among oth-
ers.  They were allowed to 
go home the same day. 

In a statement made avail-
able to Newsmen, 

Executive Director of  RU-
LAC, Okechukwu Nwang-
uma said that heir accuser 
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Ikpeazu’s mass promotion for 
LGA workers excites NULGE
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

N
ational Union of  Lo-
cal Government Em-
ployees (NULGE) in 

Abia State has commended 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
for approving automatic pro-
motion for local government 
staff  in the State. The appreci-
ation was contained in a mes-
sage delivered by NULGE 
Chairman, Comrade Ikechi 
Nwogwe at Ochende Inter-
national Conference Centre 
in Umuahia during a meeting 
between Governor Ikpeazu 

and NULGE members.
Ikpeazu during the meeting, 

announced the promotion of  
all LGA staff  to the next grade 
level, effective from April, 
2023. Ikpeazu who explained 
that his decision to promote 
the workers was in line with 
his  government’s policy in 
staff  welfare, appealed to the 
beneficiaries to vote for guber 
candidate of  PDP, Sir Okey 
Ahaiwe.

He revealed that he rejected 
some suggestions to sack civil 
servants in the State but rather 
employed more persons into 
the State’s workforce.

G
overnor Charles 
Soludo of  Anambra 
State has threatened 

members of  his constituen-
cy to vote only for the candi-
dates of  the All Progressives 
Grand Alliance, APGA, or 
risk not getting any atten-
tion from him.

In a video making the 
rounds on the social me-
dia, Soludo was seen telling 
members of  Igbo-Uwku/
Aguata 2 State constituency 
that if  they vote another per -
son from another party oth-
er than APGA, he would be 
paying him salaries only.

The governor also said it 
is only his friend who be-
longs to the same political 
party that would have access 
to him.

”Any person who I will 
work with must be an 
APGA. If  you vote for an-
other person and he wins 
and comes up to Awka, be 
assured he will be only col-
lecting salaries. If  he collects 
his salary, he will go home.

”Nobody in the House of  
Assembly builds roads; he 
does not build hospitals or 

schools because he does not 
have the money. I, the gov-
ernor, am the only one that 
can do all those things. And 
it is only the person who is 
my friend and belongs to the 
same political party that will 
have access to me. It is only 
such a person that can ad-
vise me on those works that 
are to be done.

”Yes, that is how it should 
be. It is only my own that 
I will answer whenever he 
calls and listens. If  you bring 
another person from anoth-
er party, we shall be paying 
him salaries only. And he 
should be warned never to 
come near me asking me to 
do anything for his people. 
He should dare not,” Solu-
do said.

ACSONET calls for caution
over allged conspiracy against
Peter Obi
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe 
Awka

A
nambra Civil Soci-
ety Network (AC-
SONET) a foremost 

platform for Citizens and 
Non State Actors stakehold-
ers, has called for caution 
over allegations making the 
rounds that Anambra State 
Governor, Prof. Charles 
Soludo was involved in a 
conspiracy to stop Peter 
Obi’s popularity and prob-
ably put him in harm’s way.

Leader of  the group, 
Prince Chris Azor in his 
reaction implored all well 
meaning Citizens and stake-
holders, especially Ndi An-
ambra to be cautious with 
their utterances and apply 
decorum in responding to 
issues around the ongoing 
general election.

Governor Soludo has al-
ready responded to the al-
legations. Speaking through 
his Press Secretary, Chris-
tian Aburime the Governor 
said the allegations were 
“false, malicious and very 
nauseating”

According to Aburime, 
“none of  the allegations 
is true. The Governor has 
been in Anambra State 
engaging stakeholders for 
the Saturday election. The 
general public are advised 
to disregard the allegations 
as falsehood. Ndi Anambra 
should also disregard all the 
insinuations in the write up 
as mere falsehoods, If  cer-

tain people could sit some-
where and cook up a story 
of  this nature, it becomes 
highly reprehensible and 
certainly deserved to be 
condemned by every right 
thinking person “ he said.

The Press Secretary, de-
scribed the Governor as 
the Father of  Anambra by 
his position and would not 
plot or collude to harm any 
lawful citizen of  the State 
including Mr Peter Obi, a 
former Governor and presi-
dential candidate of  the La-
bour Party; a huge human 
capital for the State and 
Country.

Comrade Azor who dou-
bles as Citizens Co-chair, 
Open Government Part-
nership (OGP) cautioned 
all stakeholders to avoid 
unnecessarily heating up 
the polity with unsubstanti-
ated accusations capable of  
bringing discord and dishar-
mony among brothers and 
sisters of  one destiny; an 
act capable of  threatening 
the relative peace enjoyed 
throughout the exercise.

Governor Soludo in a 
swift follow up has called 
on the Inspector General of  
Police, Usman Alkali Baba, 
to immediately commence 
investigation on the alleged 
report with a view to fishing 
out the perpetrators.

Comrade Azor there-
fore, implored all eligible 
voters to come out in their 
numbers on Saturday 11th 
March, 2023 to vote for the 
candidates of  their choice.

and whistle blower has been 
arrested and detained at the 
Force Headquarters. 

The Force PRO an-
nounced that an investiga-
tion team set up by the IGP 
to investigate the allegations 
by the whistle blower is cur-
rently investigating the alle-
gations. 

Civil society is closely 
monitoring the investiga-
tion of  both the allegations 
against the police officers 
and the whistle blower who 
has been arrested and cur-
rently in custody. 

The investigation of  both 
sides must be transparent, 
impartial, exhaustive and ef-
fective. The detained whistle 
blower must not be subject-
ed to any form of  torture 
or Ill treatment. He must be 
accorded all the due process 
guarantees and safeguards 
against abuse of  his funda-
mental human rights.  The 
IGP should facilitate for him 
access to legal support as 
mandated by the Police Act. 

We want to see the truth 
unravelled and justice done. 
There should be no cover up 
or shielding of  any person 
found to be involved in any 
crime.

Heartland FC appreciate Uzodimma, 
resolve  to return to the top flight

T
he Board and Manage-
ment of  Heartland FC 
of  Owerri has appreci-

ated the number one Citizen, 
Sen Hope Uzodimma for 
his kind gestures towards the 
club and have promised to re-
pay the faith reposed in them 
by ensuring that the club re-
turns to the elite division.
   The management made the 
call during a parley with the 
Honourable Commisioner 
of  Sports Hon Emeka Oko-
ronkwo in his Office.
Reacting, the Sports Com-
misioner hailed the team for 
winning her first competitive 
game of  the season while as-
suring that Governor Hope 
Uzodimma will champion 
operation “Return Heartland 
to the NPFL”
   He admonished the man-
agement to work harmoni-
ously to make Imo people 
proud while eschewing gos-
sip bickering and negative 
vibes.
   Special Adviser to the Gov-
ernor on Heartland affairs, 
Sir Emmanuel Ochiagha
  Appreciated the Commis-
ioner for his efforts towards 
reviving sports in the State 
and implored the manage-

ment of  Heartland to make 
good use of  this opportunity 
to make the Governor and 
Imolites proud.
  Vice Chairman of  Imo 
FA, Barrister Ifeanyi Dike 
Advised the management to 
conduct themselves with de-
corum and decency , assur-
ing that IMO FA as Fathers 
of  football in the State are de-
termined to play their role in 
the development of  football 
in the State.
    The parley was attended by 
Heartland management led 
by Mr Promise Nwachukwu, 
The Board Chairman (Chief  
Anozie Nzewuihe) Techni-
cal Crew, The Sa on Heart-
land affairs Sir Emmanuel 
Ochiagha , IMO FA Vice 
Chairman Barrister Ifeanyi 
Dike to mention but a few.

He further warned the 
LGA staff  against voting for 
any candidate that may sack 
them but to renew their love 
with PDP which he said, was 
workers-friendly. Responding 
to Governor Okezie Ikpeazu’s 
gestures, NULGE State 
Chairman, Comrade Ikechi 
Nwogwe extolled the Gover-
nor for promoting the LGA 
staff  to the next grade level 
and promised their continued 
loyalty to Ikpeazu’s adminis-
tration.

The NULGE boss also as-
sured that his members would 
conduct themselves peaceful-
ly during Governorship and 
State House of  Assembly 
elections.

Lagos Guber candidates; GRV, Sanwo-Olu,
Jandor, visit train crash victims at LASUTH

he trio of  leading Tg o v e r n o r s h i p 
candidates in Lagos 

State on Thursday visited the 
site of  the victims of  the train 
accident with a BRT bus at 
the Lagos State University 
T e a c h i n g  H o s p i t a l 
(LASUTH) in the Ikeja area 
of  the state with pleasing and 
soo th ing  comments  to 
victims of  the accident and 
their families. 

The incumbent who is 
seeking reelection, Governor 
Babajide Sanwo-Olu of  the 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC), Labour Party (LP)'s 
Gbadebo Rhodes-Vivour 
known as GRV and Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP)'s 
Olajide Adediran aka Jandor 
all visited the injured victims 

at the hospital.
They identified and 

sympathised with the injured 
persons who are receiving 
treatment in the hospital.

Recall that on Thursday 
morning, a moving train 
r a m m e d  i n t o  a  b u s 
conveying staff  of  the state 
government to work.

The unfortunate crash 
occurred at the PWD bus 
stop in the Ikeja area of  the 
state on Thursday morning. 
Already, three persons have 
been confirmed dead by 
emergency responders, and 
over 82 persons injured and 
rushed to LASUTH in Ikeja.

T h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  
Aviation, Hadi Sirika has 
since directed the Nigerian 
Safety Investigation Bureau 

e x p e r t s  t o  c o m m e n c e 
immediate investigation into 
the accident.

In a statement by his 
Special Assistant on Public 
Affairs, James Odaudu, the 
minis te r  descr ibed  the 
accident as unfortunate, and 
assured the public of  the 
capacity of  the Nigeria 
Safety Investigation Bureau 
(NSIB)  to  unrave l  the 
immediate  and remote 
causes of  the accident and 
proffer ways of  preventing 
such in the future.

H e  s o l i c i t e d  t h e 
cooperation of  members of  
the public as investigation by 
the NSIB team commences.

He commiserated with 
the government and people 
of  Lagos, especially those 

who have lost their loved 
ones, on the sad event, and 
prayed for the quick recovery 
of  those injured in the 
accident.

Fatal cases of  vehicle-
train collision have resulted 
in casualties over the years. 
The last one was recorded in 
December 2022 when a 
passenger train from Kaduna 
to Abuja crushed a middle-
aged woman to death on the 
rail track around the Kubwa 
area of  the nation's Federal 
C a p i t a l  T e r r i t o r y . 
Stakeholders and safety 
experts have repeatedly 
c a l l e d  f o r  p r e v e n t i v e 
m e a s u r e s  t o  s t o p  t h e 
recurrence but not much can 
be said to have been done by 
the concerned authorities.



Police give reasons for arresting 
ex-Imo Dep. Gov, Irona

Ten persons perish in 
Enugu road accident 
 

News

Afenifere rejects Tinubu’s
victory, insists Peter Obi won 
T

he Pan Yoruba So-
cio-political Group, 
Afenifere, on Tuesday 

insisted that the Presidential 
election, held on February 
25, was won by the Presiden-
tial candidate of  the Labour 
Party, Peter Obi and not the 
candidate of  the All Progres-
sive Congress, Asiwaju Bola 
Tinubu. 

 It therefore, said that the 
decision of  Obi to challenge 
the results of  the election in 
court, has the group’s sup-
port   Advertisement This 
was contained in a commu-
nique issued after its Special 
General Meeting, held, at 
Isanya-Ogbo, Ogun State, on 
Tuesday. There are plans to 
cause total chaos in the coun-
try after governorship, State 
Assembly elections 

The communique which 
was signed by its National 
leader and Secretary Gen-
eral, Pa Ayo Adebanjo and 
Chief  Sola Ebiseni, respec-
tively, denied sending any 
congratulatory message in 
the name of  the group to any 
candidate.   

According to the group” 

the results of  the lawful votes 
at the election available to the 
Afenifere through credible 
sources confirm that His Ex-
cellency Peter Gregory Obi, 
the Presidential candidate of  
the Labour Party, won the 
said election and we thus sup-
port his decision challenging 
the contrary Declaration by 
the INEC.   Advertisement ” 
The General Meeting hereby 
denounce in strong terms and 
dissociate Afenifere from any 
congratulatory message in 
the name of  the Organisation 
or howsoever to any candi-
date as illegally declared by 
the INEC.  

“Afenifere reiterates that 
for equity, fairness, national 
cohesion and peaceful corpo-
rate existence, the next Presi-
dent of  the Federal Republic 
of  Nigeria shall be a person 
of  its Southern part and spe-
cifically the South East. 

 “We call on Nigerians to 
troop out enmasse and par-
ticipate fully in the Guber-
natorial and Houses of  As-
sembly elections.  “That with 
particular reference to Lagos 
State, Afenifere confirms that 
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the Governorship candidate 
of  the Labour Party, Mr. 
Gbadebo Rhodes-Vivour is 
a person of  Yoruba origin, 
whose great- grandparents 
are not only Yoruba but 
definitely one of  the notable 
founding families of  Lagos .  
“We unequivocally endorse 
and urge the people of  Lagos 
to vote for him.   

Reviewing, the last elec-
tions, the group lamented 
that the deliberate non-com-
pliance INEC with it’s guide-
lines encouraged electoral 
brigandage at the polling 
units.     Advertisement.

These according to them 
include “destruction of  ballot 
papers, snatching of  ballot 
boxes, doctoring of  figures 
and swapping of  votes of  
candidates at the coalition 
centres through the amend-
ed and outlawed manual 
procedures which rendered 
the 25th February 2023 Pres-
idential and National As-
sembly elections flawed in 
several respects as confirmed 
by local and international ob-
servers.   Afenifere, therefore, 
called “on INEC to ensure 

free and credible Gubernato-
rial and Houses of  Assembly 
elections in accordance with 
the constitution, the extant 
Electoral Act and its manda-
tory Guidelines earlier men-
tioned. 

“That in accordance with 
the hallowed Yoruba cul-
ture of  civilised conduct, 
Afenifere assures all persons 
resident in Yorubaland, in-
digenes and non-indegenes, 
of  protection in the conduct 
of  their lawful duties and 
particularly the free exercise 
of  the rights to vote for can-
didates of  their choice in all 
elections and thus warn all 
threats mongers and mer-
chants of  violence to desist 
therefrom.  

They called on the Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari 
and all security agents to 
guarantee the safety of  the 
people, free, fair and peaceful 
elections throughout Nige-
ria.   The group said that ” 
the international community 
should show special concerns 
in the on-going electioneer-
ing process in Nigeria in the 
interest of  peace of  the global 
community.

Governor Charles Soludo of Anambra State inspecting roads under construction in the state recently.

LP candidates accuse APC of plotting
to rig Imo Assembly polls 

I
mo State House of  As-
sembly candidates of  the 
Labour Party have ac-

cused All Progressives Con-
gress of  plotting to rig this 
weekend’s election for state 
lawmakers.

A statement issued in Ow-
erri by the 27 LP candidates 
in the state on Wednesday 
alleged that the ruling party 
was recruiting youths who 
would manipulate the Bio-
medical Voter Accreditation 
System and write results for 
the APC candidates.

The statement which 
was signed by, Nnaemeka 
Obiaraeri ( Okigwe LGA), 
Kingsley Onwubuike, (Ez-
inihitte Mbaise LGA), Pre-
cious Nwadike ( Orlu LGA) 

and 24 other LP Candidates 
called on the national chair-
man of  the Independent Na-
tional Electoral commission, 
Mahmood Yakubu, to call its 
staff  in the state to order and 
ensure that elections are held 
in the state.

They also called on heads 
of  the security agency to or-
der their officers to maintain 
neutrality during and after 
the elections.

The LP candidates insist-
ed that the will of  the people 
should be allowed to reflect 
on the results that would be 
announced by INEC.

The statement read 
“Strong intelligence report 
has revealed the alleged 
plans/plot being hatched 

by the APC leadership and 
government in Imo state to 
rig the forthcoming March 
11, 2023 State Constituency 
elections in Imo state. 

 “The plan being hatched 
is to grossly  compromise/
bribe the Imo INEC REC, 
the EOs, SPOs and Security 
Agents across the 305 wards 
in Imo state to bypass the use 
of  BVAs [just like they did in 
Okigwe, and some parts of  
Orlu] on February 25, 2023, 
write results of  most of  the 
LGAs in Imo in the Govern-
ment House Owerri, declare 
same and dare the opposition 
candidates to go to court. 

 “Such escobar-like crim-
inal electoral roguery if  al-
lowed to be executed will 

N
o fewer than 10 per-
sons have lost their 
lives following col-

lision between a commercial 
bus and a truck loaded with 
cement on the Enugu-Onit-
sha Expressway on Thurs-
day.

The crash occurred at 
about 9am, Thursday near 
the CBN Bus Stop, in Enu-
gu, when the 18-seater bus 
with Enugu registration 
number, XL884 ENU ran 
into an incoming trailer car-
rying bags of  cement.

The two vehicles were 
driving on a single lane as a 
result of  the bad spots on the 
other lane.

It was learnt that road 
safety officials and pas-
sers-by who moved swiftly 
to the scene pulled at least 
seven lifeless bodies out of  
the wreckage of  the vehicles.

Other passengers in 
the ill-fated vehicles were 
brought out unconscious 
and rushed to a nearby hos-
pital, where more passen-
gers were confirmed dead on 
arrival by medical officials.

One of  the eyewitnesses 
who spoke with our corre-

spondent said the vehicle, 
which loaded from Abakpa, 
in Enugu East local govern-
ment was headed to New 
Market,. Enugu when the 
fatal accident occurred.

“The driver whose name 
we have learnt is Simeon 
was coming from Abakpa 
and made attempt to over-
take another vehicle in his 
front that was emitting too 
much smoke from it’s ex-
hausts.

“As he made attempt to 
overtake the vehicle, the 
trailer was very close and 
the next thing we heard was 
a loud sound and the bus 
was completely damaged. I 
don’t know how many sur-
vived but I counted over 8 
dead bodies on the floor,” 
the eyewitness who gave his 
name as Chukwudi said.

Many others attributed 
the avoidable crash to the 
poor state of  the road which 
has forced many motorists 
to ply one-way.

The police, army and 
Road Safety Personnel are 
already on ground to control 
traffic and avoid any break-
down of  law.

be a total mockery of  the 
intentions/promises of  the 
President Mohammed Bu-
hari avowed intentions to 
bequeath a legacy of  free and 
fair elections in Nigeria. 

” Already Nigeria has 
been downgraded by Fitch 
and there are huge local and 
international outcry against 
the conduct of  INEC and the 
security agencies in the last 
Presidential elections of  Feb-
ruary 25th, 2023. An election 
which most local and inter-
national elections observers 
and media have classified 
as massively rigged as a re-
sult INEC not following the 
rules and guidelines for the 
conduct of  general elections 
as outlined in the 2022 New 

Supreme Court
affirms Prof. Ibe
Abia APGA 
guber candidate

G
erald Irona, a for-
mer governor of  
Imo State, has been 

arrested by the Police.
Irona, was arrested for con-
verting government owned 
vehicles for personal use.
  The vehicles are a Land 
Cruiser V8, Land Cruiser 
V5, and a Toyota Hilux.
Sources disclosed that Iro-
na was arrested based on a 
Court Order, sought and ob-
tained by the Imo State gov-
ernment.
  The vehicles, were said to 
have been acquired with 
public funds when Irona 
was Deputy Governor of  

Imo State, which he later 
converted for personal use 
after he left office.
  Reacting to the arrest, the 
Police Public Relations Of-
ficer, Imo State Command, 
ASP Henry Okoye, said Iro-
na’s arrest was effected after 
a thorough investigation by 
officers of  the Command.
  He said the former Deputy 
Governor would be charged 
to court after completion of  
investigation.

S
upreme Court on 
Wednesday affirmed 
Prof. Gregory Ibe 

the duly elected governor-
ship candidate of  All Pro-
gressive Grand Alliance 
(APGA) in Abia State, 
dismissing the appeal filed 
by Sir Chikwe Udensi.

The court upheld the 
judgement of  the Appeal 
Court which held that the 
May 29, 2022 governor-
ship primary election of  
APGA in Abia was duly 
conducted in compliance 
with relevant laws.

Supreme Court said the 
primary election that pro-
duced Prof. Gregory Ibe 
was conducted by a rep-
resentative of  the nation-
al leadership assigned to 
hold the primary election.

Electoral Act . 
 “We want to use this me-

dium and opportunity to 
call upon Mr President, Mo-
hammad Buhari, the INEC 
Chairman and Leadership, 
the National Security Advis-
er, the Inspector General of  
Police, the Chief  of  Defence 
staff, the DG of  the DSS 
,the Chairman of  the EFCC 
to call the Imo state APC to 
order and warn the INEC 
officials and security agen-
cies never to compromise 
the integrity, credibility and 
fairness of  the forthcoming 
Assembly elections in Imo 
state .

 “We also insist that, in line 
with the constitution of  the 
Federal Republic of  Nigeria 
and the Provisions of  the 
2022 New Electoral act, that 
elections must be conducted 
at the whole designated poll 
units in Imo state.”
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he Pope Francis on Wednesday decried Tviolence and prejudice against women 
and said granting equal pay and 

opportunities could help create a more peaceful 
world, as a new survey of Catholic women 
showed that many felt the Church discriminated 
against them.

In a book preface published by the Vatican 
News website on International Women's Day, 
Francis stressed the differences between men 
and women but called for “equality in 
diversity” on “a playing field open to all 
players.”

“I like to think that if women could enjoy 
full equality of  opportunity, they could 
contribute substantially to the necessary change 
towards a world of peace, inclusion, solidarity 
and integral sustainability,” the pope said.

Francis has condemned discrimination 
against women in the past but, like his 
predecessors, he has ruled out a female 
priesthood. The Catholic Church teaches that 
only men can become priests because Jesus 
chose men as his apostles.

A survey released on Wednesday by the 
University of Newcastle in Australia showed 
that nearly 80% of more than 17,000 Catholic 
women respondents said women should be 
included at all levels of Church leadership.

The survey, which was presented at the 
Vatican, showed that two-thirds, or 68%, of 
respondents strongly agreed or agreed that 
women should be eligible for ordination to the 
priesthood.

There was majority support for a female 
priesthood in all of the 104 countries surveyed 
except Poland and South Africa.

Francis has appointed more women to 
managerial roles since he became pope, and said 
last year that “every time a woman is given a 
position (of responsibility) in the Vatican, 
things improve.”

To coincide with International Women’s 
Day, the Vatican issued figures showing that 
1,165 women now work there, about 320 more 
than 10 years ago when Francis was elected.

Last year, he named three women to a 
previously all-male committee that advises him 
in selecting the world’s bishops.

In 2021 he named Italian nun Raffaella 
Petrini to the number two position in the 
governorship of Vatican City, making her the 
highest-ranking woman in the world’s 
smallest state.

In the preface of the book titled: More 
Women’s Leadership for a Better World, the 
pope extolled the differences between men and 
women.

“They are more attentive to protecting the 
environment, their gaze is not turned to the past 
but to the future,” he said.

Francis said women need to get equal 
remuneration with men for equal roles and 
described ongoing pay gaps as “a serious 
injustice.”

He condemned the “plague” of violence 
against women, recalling a speech he delivered 
in 2021 when he called it “an open wound 
resulting from a patriarchal and macho culture 
of oppression.”

Furthermore, of the new crop of federal 
lawmakers elected during the just-concluded 
February 25 presidential and National 
Assembly polls, only 15 of the 423 legislative 
seats declared so far by the electoral body are 
women while 408 are men. In other words, 
women represent 3.5% while men has 96.5% of 
the 423 seats.

On a similar development, another scholar 
called for, refers to the unequal access to 
menstrual products, facilities, education, and 
sanitation that many women and girls face 
around the world. It is a pervasive issue that 
affects women and girls in both developed and 
developing countries, and has wide-ranging 
impacts on their health, education, and 
economic opportunities.

One of  the main causes of  menstrual 
inequity is the stigma and shame that still 
surrounds menstruation in many cultures. This 
stigma can prevent girls from attending school 
or participating in everyday activities during 
their periods, and can also make it difficult for 
them to access menstrual products or sanitary 
facilities.

The high cost of menstrual products is 
another barrier to menstrual equity. In many 
countries, menstrual products such as pads or 
tampons are taxed as luxury items, making them 
unaffordable for many women and girls. This 
can force them to use ineffective or unhygienic 
alternatives, such as rags or leaves, which can 
lead to infection and other health problems.

To address menstrual inequity, there needs to 
be a multifaceted approach that involves 
education, advocacy, and policy change. 

Increase access to menstrual products: 
Governments and NGOs can work to make 
menstrual products more affordable and 
accessible to all women and girls, especially 
those living in poverty or rural areas.

Improve menstrual hygiene management 
facilities: Providing clean and safe facilities for 
menstruating women and girls can help reduce 
stigma and increase their access to hygiene 
products.

Increase awareness and education: Raising 
awareness about menstrual health and hygiene 
can help break down the cultural barriers that 
prevent women and girls from accessing 
menstrual products and facilities.

It is also important to provide education on 
menstrual health and hygiene in schools.

Address policy issues: Governments and 
international organizations can work to 
eliminate taxes on menstrual products and 
invest in menstrual health programs to support 
the health and well-being of women and girls.

Empower women and girls by providing 
opportunities for women and girls to participate 
in decision-making and leadership can help 
promote gender equality and reduce menstrual 
inequity. It is important to involve women and 
girls in the design and implementation of 
menstrual health programs and policies.

By taking a comprehensive and multifaceted 
approach to menstrual inequity, we can work 
towards a world where all women and girls have 
access to the resources they need to manage their 
menstrual health with dignity and confidence.
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Opinion

t is no more news that Iethnic rivalries between 
Lagosians of  Igbo descent 

and aboriginal Lagosians have 
become the reality of  life. The 
rivalries, no doubt, have since 
Nigeria adopted a democratic 
system of  government been 
shaping the political history of  
Lagos, and have determined 
the outcome of  virtually every 
g u b e r n a t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n 
conducted in the state, and 
may likely determine the 
outcome of  the upcoming 
March  11  gove r nor sh ip 
election, come Saturday.

Without resorting to tribal 
sentiment in this context, 
tribal jingoists in the state are 
at the moment, ahead of  the 
u p c o m i n g  M a r c h  1 1 
g o ve r n o r s h i p  e l e c t i o n , 
literarily wielding the weapon 
of  tribalism as a way of  
threatening Lagosians of  Igbo 
descent. Despite the elements 
of  discrimination and spiteful 
hate that characterizes the 
i n c l i n a t i o n ,  t h o s e 
discriminated against have by 
each passing day been bearing 
the psychological trauma and 
fear that comes with such 
h o s t i l e  b e h a v i o r  b e e n 
exhibited by tribal jingoists 
among their hosts. However, 
for many of  the Lagosians of  
Igbo descent, they have been 
accepting the prevai l ing 
unfriendly behaviors toward 
them with equanimity so 
much that they seem to have 
accepted the act of  prejudice 
to be human and understood 
the fact that bigotry has been 
on the surface and has reared 
its ugly head in several darker 
episodes  in  the s tate’s 
historical past.

Against the foregoing 
b a c k d r o p ,  a b o r i g i n a l 
Lagosians will always rattle 
off  ethnic jokes and resort to 
name-calling, such as “Omo 
Ibo” in mixed company, 
which rarely offend Lagosians 
of  Igbo descent who are 
known to be friendly, even 
though such defamatory jokes 
that are based on commonly 
held stereotypes are ignored.

Historically, ethnicism 
has for the umpteenth time in 
Lagos ahead of  a  given 
g u b e r n a t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n 
culminated in ethnic flare-ups 
that sent jitters to Lagosians of  
Igbo descent. Against the 
foregoing backdrop, it will be 
recalled in this context that in 

April 2015 that there were 
reports in the media that Igbo 
leaders in Lagos paid a visit to 
a royal personality on Sunday, 
Apri l  5 ,  and during the 
meeting, they were at the time 
t o l d  t o  v o t e  f o r  t h e 
governorship candidate of  the 
All Progressives Congress 
( A P C ) ,  M r.  A k i n w u m i 
Ambode, or else they will die 
in the lagoon. According to 
political pundits, he was 
alleged to have been angered 
by the votes garnered in Lagos 
by the presidential candidate 
of  the Peoples Democratic 
Pa r ty  (PDP) ,  P re s iden t 
Goodluck Jonathan, which 
was believed to have been from 
t h e  I g b o  c o m m u n i t y. 
However, a clarification was 
made by the palace explaining 
that the royal father was 
quoted out of  context, thus the 
heated fire was doused, and 
peace was restored.

Unfortunately, despite the 
condemnations that trailed the 
hate-filled call in 2015, what is 
happening today in Lagos 
since the leadership of  the 
I n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i o n a l 
E l e c t o r a l  C o m m i s s i o n 
(INEC) announced Asiwaju 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu of  the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
as the winner of  the recent 
p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n 
conducted on February 25, 
2023,cannot be said to be 

different.
For instance, following 

the victory of  the Labour 
Pa r t y,  L P,  p r e s i d e n t i a l 
candidate, Peter Obi, in Lagos 
S t a t e,  t h e r e  h ave  b e e n 
allegations of  attacks on 
Lagosians of  Igbo descent in 
the state. The allegations, no 
doubt, have made the Igbo 
socio-political organization, 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo, issue a 
s ta tement  where in  they 
blamed the Governor of  Lagos 
State, Babajide Sanwo-Olu, 
for failing in his duties to 
protect the lives and properties 
of  the people of  the state.

As gathered from the 
Statement, the Secretary-
General of  the socio-political 
organization, Okechukwu 
Isiguzoro, warned that the 
body would hold certain 
influential personalities in 
Lagos responsible for the 
a t t a c k s  o n  t h e  I g b o 
community in the state.

He alleged, “They are 
preparing to unleash more 
terror on the Igbo community 
a h e a d  o f  t h e  M a r c h 
governorship election.

“Also, we are telling Igbos 
communities in Lagos that 
s e l f - d e f e n s e  a n d 
determination is a universal 
law, they should never allow 
what happened in 1993 to 
happen in 2023 when Abiola 
lost the election and Igbos 

became the victim.
“Igbos must rise up and 

defend themselves,  they 
should be peaceful, calm, and 
n e v e r  b e  i n v o l v e d  i n 
troublemaking, but if  trouble 
comes to their doorstep, they 
should rise up and defend 
themselves.

“ T h e y  s h o u l d  n eve r 
instigate any crisis where they 
are; as Nigerians, they should 
rise up and bravely defend 
themselves wherever they are.

“The message is very 
clear; they should be law-
abiding citizens but defend 
themselves.”

As can be inferred from 
the foregoing facts, it is crystal 
clear that this is not the first 
t ime Lagos ians  o f  Igbo 
descent are being threatened 
a h e a d  o f  a n  u p c o m i n g 
gubernatorial election in the 
state.

In as much as everyone is 
hopeful that the upcoming 
election will be fair and 
peaceful, there is no denying 
the fact that there are already 
a p p r e h e n s i o n s  t h a t  a r e 
stemming from inflammatory 
statements being made by not 
a few tribal jingoists across the 
state.

Be that as it may, while 
urging concerned authorities 
to call tribal jingoists to order, 
it is also expedient to say that 
an election that was shaped by 

ethnicity, will subsequently 
affect the whole system and 
consequently the livelihood of  
innocent citizens.

Thus, it is expedient for us 
to always have it at the back of  
our minds that while we co-
exist that peace ensures that 
voters are allowed to exercise 
their  const i tut ional  and 
democratic rights to cast votes 
and elect their candidates of  
c h o i c e  w i t h o u t  f e a r  o r 
intimidation because they are 
Igbos in Lagos and that free 
and fair elections can only be 
achieved when peace  i s 
apparent. 

Against the foregoing 
backdrop, it is expedient to say 
t h a t  t h i s  w r i t e r ,  a n d 
undeniably other Lagosians, 
are appealing for peace. The 
reason for the appeal cannot 
be farfetched as the attainment 
of  peace in the expected 
electoral exercise will help in 
ensuring that  the ent ire 
e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s  r u n s 
smoothly.   In fact, the only 
way to be certain of  a smooth 
and fair election process is to 
maintain law and order, peace, 
safety, and security at election 
polls.  Thus, it is expedient to 
say that peace can only be 
achieved by following the 
required procedures and 
protocols as stipulated and 
guided by Nigerian electoral 
laws.
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ere's how to slay Hdecently with your 
a s o - e b i .

Aso-ebi ladies are usually 
friends of  the bride who 
bought lace or Ankara 
outfits and dance with her at 
the wedding. 

O n e  c o m m o n 
s e n t i m e n t  a m o n g  a l l 
wedding guests is how some 
aso-ebi ladies seem to have 
their cleavage pouring out 
of  their dresses, it's not 
classy at all. 

Of  course, your body is 
nobody's business, but you 
can be sexy and still be 
classy. Nigerian actress, 
Jemima Osunde, guides 

You need to get big 
f l o w e r - s h a p e d 
e a r r i n g s .

Are you still wearing studs? 

style up. 
Halter Neck gown 
Halter necks are simple 

and extremely gorgeous, 
also a style your tailor won't 
mess up and help you look 
decent and sexy. Also, we 
love her headgear. 

The little cleavage 
Jemima teases with a 

little cleavage but not so 
much. We love how stylish 
the upper bodice is, yet the 
s t y l e  c a n  b e  e a s i l y 
replicated. Another thing 
we noticed is how you don't 
have to wear a gele for every 
wedding, bring out your 
favourite wig and slay with 
it. 

are constantly changing and 
evolving and for now what's 
trendy are these big earrings 
that look like flowers. 

Kate Middleton 
Just across the pond 

i n  E n g l a n d ,  K a t e 
Middleton, the Princess of  
Wales was spotted wearing 
t h e s e  c h u n k y  f l o w e r 
earrings from Zara and we 
are bold to declare that she is 
right on trend. 

Osas Ighodaro 
Back in Nigeria, our 

very own star actor, Osas 
was spotted looking as 
delectable as ever in these 

b o l d  f l o w e r - s h a p e d 
earrings. 

A  l o t  o f  s t y l e 
in f luencers  have  been 
wearing it too. 

We  a l s o  s p o t t e d 
Nonye Udeogu wearing this 
kind of  earrings for an event 
in Lagos. Hers was in soft 
peach, and it complimented 
her hair that was packed 
behind her ears. 

Olivia Arukwe was 
another  ce lebr i ty  who 

looked amazing in this 
earring. She wore it in 
white, it went with her black 
and white ensemble. 

Bella Okagbue was 
also spotted in England 
wearing these gorgeous 
earrings in a very casual 
look, proving they are 
suitable not just for getting 
dressed up, but for dressing 
down. 

you on what to do. 
Mid-length Ankara 

gown 
For those weddings 

where you only bought 
three yards of  Ankara, a 
short, one-arm gown and 
pumps is a classy way to 
make a fashion statement. 

Corset gown 
Corsets are still very 

much on trend and because 
Jemima is naturally slender, 
it doesn't make her look 
p u f f e d  u p  a n d 
uncomfortable. The style is 
simple and cute, especially 
the bell sleeves. Be reassured 
your tailor won't mess this 

Then, we would like you to 
know that you are in the 
minority. As you know 
fashion and beauty trends 
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 Niger ian  bor n 

Amusic manager was 
stabbed to death 

a f t e r  c e l e b r a t i n g  h i s 
birthday with a designer 
w a t c h  w o r t h  u p  t o 

opular Nollywood Pa c t r e s s ,  M e r c y 
J o h n s o n ,  f a c e s 

backlash for endorsing the 
incumbent governor of  Lagos 
State, Babajide Sanwo-Olu 
for a second term.

The actress took to her 
Instagram page to announce 
Babajide Sanwo-Olu as her 
choice to vote in the recently 
postponed gubernatorial 
election.

Stating her reasons for 
being willing to vote the 
governor for a second term, 
Mercy Johnson insisted that 
t h e  w o r k  o f  h i s 
administration is visible and 

this? I guess that would have 
a f fec ted your  husbands 
election now his own is out of  
the way (road clear) Omo 
everything is politics that's 
why I hate this game – hate it 
mehn.”

@ d e b b y f o o t i e s _ _ : 
“That's your choice. But I 
want you all celebrities to 
know that without “us” the 
citizens that support you, you 
guys are NOTHING. If  you 
really love us and appreciate 
us, how hard is it for you guys 
to  a t  l eas t  suppor t  the 
candidates that care for us 
and will treat us well?? Most 
of  y'all care about only your 

V
eteran Nollywood 
actress, Omotola 
Jalade-Ekeinde, has 

revealed that she would 
have become a prostitute.

Omotola stated this 
w h i l e  r e c o u n t i n g  h e r 
childhood experience in an 
in ter v iew wi th  Chude 

Haz restaurant near St 
Paul's Cathedral in the City 
of  London on May 1, 2022.

They were allegedly 
informed by a security 
o p e r a t o r ,  K a v i n d u 

His results can be seen 
and measured. Yes, there is 
still a lot of  work left to do, I 
believe in my heart that he can 
and will do as he says,” she 
wrote.

N e t i z e n s,  h oweve r, 
lambasted the actress for 
throwing her weight behind 
Sanwo-Olu even though she 
maintained non-partisan 
dur ing  the  pres ident ia l 
election.

React ions  to  Mercy 
Johnson's Support for Sanwo-
Olu

@ s u s u _ i t u e n :  “ Ju s t 
wo n d e r i n g  i f  yo u  a l s o 
a d v e r t i s e d  y o u r  o w n 
presidential candidate like 

came to pick me up from 
school, I knew something 
was wrong and prayed that 
nothing had happened to 
my dad,” Omotola said.

“When I got home, I 
realized my dad was dead, 
so  going through that 
mental process, I did not 
know how to react and I did 
not know how I was feeling, 
I was just silent, but now 
that I am older, I think I 
r e a l l y  u n d e r s t a n d 
everything.

“ T h e r e ' s  n o t h i n g 
anyone says to me that can 
move me, I'm so confident 
in who I'm, and I don't fear 
anyone. I don't fear for my 
life, probably I would've 
become a prostitute today.

“I was very desperate 
to do anything and said I 
would rather sell my body 
than for anybody to take my 
younger brother apart.”

H e t t i a r a c h c h i  t h a t 
Odunlami was wearing a 
Patek Philippe Nautilus 
wa t c h  wo r t h  b e t we e n 
£90,000 and £300,000 if  
genuine.

Prosecutor Duncan 
Atkinson KC stated that 
Hettiarachchi was a vital 
member of  the security 
team hired by the event's 
organizer, Playhxuse, for 
the private ticketed brunch 
and afterparty with DJ.

“It was part of  his role 
to protect the safety of  
those, like Odunlami, who 
were attending the event. In 

Famous Nollywood 
a c t r e s s ,  R e g i n a 
D a n i e l s  h a s 

highlighted how movie 
producers take advantage of  
young girls in the movie 
industry.

Revealing this in a 
trending video shared via 
her Instagram page on 
Tuesday, Regina narrated 
her encounter on set with a 
14-year-old makeup artiste, 
who had been going from 

N
i ge r i a n  s i n ge r, 
B a n k o l e 
Wellington, aka 

Banky W, has spoken on his 
loss to the candidate of  
Labour Party in the just 
concluded Lagos State Eti-
Osa Federal Constituency 
election.

B a n k y  W  l o s t  t o 
Labour Party's candidate, 
Attah Thaddeus.

Attah won the election 
with 24,075 votes, beating 
Banky W with 18,666 votes, 
and Babajide Obanikoro of  
t h e  A l l  P r o g r e s s i v e s 
Congress, APC, with 16, 
901 votes.

fact, he did the opposite,” 
the court was told.

The victim, known to 
friends as Jay, had driven to 
t h e  c i t y  i n  h i s  g r e y 
hatchback Mercedes on the 
day of  his death to celebrate 
his birthday with friends, 
having purchased tickets for 
a £1,400 table.

As the event came to 
an end around 11 p.m., 
Hettiarachchi was caught 
on camera filming outside 
the venue and calling Louis 
Vandrose, according to 
Dailymail.

The court heard that 

set to set working with 
different people.

C a l l i n g  o u t  h e r 
colleagues who turned a 
blind eye to the said girl in 
the past, the actress pleaded 
with them to stand against 
child labour.

Rescuing the girl from 
child labour, Regina took 
her to a boarding school and 
was surprised to see how 
well she passed her entrance 
exam.

R e a c t i n g  o n  h i s 
Instagram page on Monday, 
Banky W said if  things had 
gone according to plan, he 
would have travelled to get 
an apartment and office 
space in Abuja.

S p e a k i n g  i n  h i s 
church, Banky W said faith 
in God does not mean that 
you won't get hurt.

“For anyone who's 
ever suffered through a loss, 
a disappointment or a 
situation where things just 
didn't work out the way you 
hoped.. 'Faith after a fall' is 
for you, for me.

“This was to be our 

Va n d r o s e  a n d  Jo r d e l l 
Menzies were then driven 
by Quincy Ffrench in a 
white Mercedes with altered 
number plates from north 
west London.

The Prosecutor said: 
“The evidence shows that 
Vandrose, Menzies and 
Ffrench were setting off  in a 
c a r  w i t h  a  d i s g u i s e d 
registration in order to carry 
out a robbery, and their 
target  was at  the Haz 
r e s t a u r a n t  w h e r e 
Hettiarachchi was working, 
and to which by phone he 
had summoned them.''

She added that she has 
vowed to always f ight 
against any movie producer 
who recruits young kids for 
movie roles.

Buttressing her point, 
she also recalled how her 
m o t h e r,  a c t r e s s  R i t a 
Daniels, during her early 
years  in  the  indus t r y, 
protected her from being 
sexually abused by movie 
producers.

Thanksgiving service. After 
the election is over and we 
c o m e  a n d  w e  a r e 
celebrating, thanking God. 
And I was going to give a 
short charge to say see what 
the Lord has done.

“And then, we use that 
to build up your faith and 
give God some praise. Then 
we finish the service and I go 
to Abuja to start looking for 
apartment and office space.

“Your faith in God 
does not stop you from 
hurting, but it helps you 
heal, and it helps you deal,” 
he added.

£300,000, a London court 
heard.

The Old Bailey heard 
that Emmanuel Odunlami, 
32, was attacked by three 
robbers after leaving the 

verifiable.
“This is why my choice is 

G o v e r n o r  B a b a j i d e 
Sanwoolu; His efforts that 
have improved healthcare, 
wo m e n ' s  d eve l o p m e n t , 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , 
entrepreneurship, education, 
and infrastructure in Lagos 
State.

Ke y  p o i n t s  f o r  m e 
include the handling of  the 
C o v i d  1 9  p a n d e m i c , 
entrepreneurship support and 
all the work behind the scenes 
helping women who have 
been victims of  domestic 
violence to supporting their 
entrepreneurship.

pockets… because of  course, 
you can leave the country at 
any time. May the lord judge 
you all.”

@fade4real_: “If  he is 
your choice, go out and vote 
him on Saturday, we don't 
need this announcement, it's 
to your pocket, opportunity to 
a lw ay s  h ave  a c c e s s  t o 
Governor tomorrow, we are 
wiser now.”

@ t i a n a _ a m b r o s e : 
“Aunty get sense she no gree 
c a m p a i g n  f o r  t h e i r 
P r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e 
because she no wan make her 
husband fail,as Oga don win 
she don get moral.”

J ideonwo,  a  Nige r ian 
filmmaker.

According to her, she 
was very desperate to sell 
her body after the death of  
her father when she was 13 
years old.

“When I was 13, they 

Page 7
                 Friday 10 -  Saturday 11 March, 2023

Nigerian born music manager stabbed to death in UK

Nollywood is a danger zone for young
girls – Regina Daniel reveals

Omotola Jalade-Ekeinde reveals she
would have become prostitute

Banky W breaks silence as he loses
Eti-Osa Reps seat to Labour Party

Mercy Johnson under fire for endorsing Gov. Sanwo-Olu

Late Odunlami

Omotola

Johnson



News

News Echo       Friday 10 - Saturday 11 March, 2023                                      Page 8

Okigwe North House of Representative-elect, Princess Miriam Onuoha, receiving her Certi�cate Of 
Return for her second term.

International Women’s Day: NAWOJ calls
for elimination of barriers to gender equity

By Grace Ofurum

A
s the world marks 
2023 International 
women’s Day, lots of  

Organisations and individu-
als have advocated for the use 
of  Innovative technology to 
achieving gender equality and 
empowerment for all women 
and girls.

National Association of  
Women Journalists NAWOJ 
has called for the elimination 
of  persistent and pre existing 
social barriers to Gender Eq-
uity that hinder women in 
achieving their full potential.

Speaking through its Na-
tional president Ladi Bala, the 
association stated that women 
should be given chances for 
qualitative education, politi-
cal inclusion, health care, eco-
nomic empowerment, rights 

to Inheritance, more women’s 
participation in leadership 
amongst others.

Speaking on the theme of  
t this years celebration Digi-
tAll: Innovation and Technol-
ogy for gender equality, the 
chairperson disclosed that “ 
NAWOJ observes that from 
the earliest days of  computing 
to the present age of  virtual re-
ality and artificial intelligence, 
went have made untold con-
tribution to the digital world, 
while their accomplishments 
have been against all odds in 
a field that has historically nei-
ther welcomed nor appreciat-
ed them”.

She further disclosed that 
women journalists from 125 
counties found out that 73 
Percent of  women had suf-
fered online violence in the 
course of  their work.

NAWOJ further called on 
the government and activists 
to ensure they make the digi-
tal world safer, more inclusive 
and more equitable to create a 
better future for women, girls, 
all humanity and life on earth.

On the ongoing general 
elections NAWOJ called  for 
the need to elect women as 
Governors and House of  As-
sembly members which paves 
way for gender equity and bal-
ancing in the political equa-
tion. The association further 
called all hands to be on deck 
to ensure  social, economic, 
cultural and political advance-
ment of  women.

It also emphasized on put-
ting an end to practices that 
are inimical to the advance-
ment of  women and girls in 
Nigeria and all forms of  sexu-
al and other forms of  violence 
against women and girls.

T
he Nigerian Labour 
Congress, NLC, has 
shut down Imo State. 

Affected in the shut-down in 
the Sam Mbakwe Interna-
tional Cargo Airport, Ow-
erri, Imo State. The NLC on 
March 7, declared a strike/
protest action which it said 
completely shut-down Imo 
State.

The shut-down of  the Air-
port, the NLC said, will 
begin as from 12 midnight, 
March 8, 2023.

In a notice addressed to the 
Managing Director, Federal 
Airports Authority of  Nige-
ria, FAAN, signed by NLC’s 
General Secretary, National 
Union of  Air Transport Em-
ployees, Comrade Ochema 
Aba, titled “Notice of  Total 
Shutdown of  Owerri Air-
port”, the Union said; “In 

compliance with the direc-
tive of  the Nigerian Labour 
Congress for Total strike and 
shut- down of  Imo State over 
the militarisation and brutal-
isation of  Congress Members 
in Imo State, all Aviation 
Workers in Owerri Airport 
have been directed to shut-
,down all services at the Air-
port with effect from 12 mid-
night, today, 08/03/2023.

 “This action shall disable 
normal operations at the Air-
port, especially, with regard 
to aircraft movement in and 
out of  Owerri.”

How Trouble Began
It was gathered that trou-

ble began over what the 
NLC said is the State Gov-
ernment’s interference in 
the State NLC election of  its 
Executive Members on Tues-
day, March 7, 2023. The State 

Government, the Union al-
leged, was bent on installing 
the State Chairman of  the 
NLC, a move that was resist-
ed by the Union.

In order to project the 
current Chairman, the Gov-
ernor, Senator Hope Uzo-
dinma, allegedly, asked his 
opponent, a staff  of  the Imo 
State University to stand 
down. But he was unani-
mously asked by his Union 
to contest, so it was not an 
order he could obey without 
consultations.

On Tuesday, the Commis-
sioner for Information, De-
clan Emelumba, allegedly 
put a call across to the Na-
tional President of  the NLC, 
Comrade Joe Ajaero, and 
told him that the Governor’s 
choice be upheld. He asked 
Ajaero, to comply with that, 
an order Ajaero rejected and 
told Emelumba that the two 
contestants would be allowed 
to participate in the election, 
so that whoever wins would 

take up office.
Ajaero, this medium was 

told, assured the Governor 
that whoever won, would 
be a plus for the Governor 
as both are staff  of  Imo State 
Government.

However, as the Conven-
tion began, it was disrupt-
ed by alleged Government 
sponsored agents who at-
tacked the Workers and in 
the process, injured a num-
ber of  them. That prompted 
the NLC to declare a Strike 
Action.

In a statement on Tues-
day entitled Agents Of  Imo 
State Government Unleash 
Mayhem On Nigerian Work-
ers, Ajaero, on behalf  of  the 
NLC, declared a strike ac-
tion in protest.

The statement reads;
 “One of  the cardinal prin-

ciples of  good governance is 
the pursuit of  the security of 
the lives and properties of 
the citizenry from criminal 
elements. Imo state today 

however witnessed the un-
leashing of  brigandage and 
mayhem on hapless workers 
and citizens unbelievably by 
agents of  the state govern-
ment. Instead of  securing the 
lives of  citizens, the govern-
ment allowed the use of  thugs 
against its own people.

 “NLC in keeping with 
its democratic culture and 
practices had instructed its 
State Councils throughout 
the federation to prepare for 
State Delegates’ Conference. 
Accordingly, officials of the 
Congress were deployed to 
various states to act as Re-
turning officers in the elec-
tions that are supposed to 
usher in new leadership in 
the respective councils in 
accordance with the statutes 
governing our operations. 
This Conference is taking 
place today Tuesday, the 7th 
of  March everywhere in Ni-
geria.

 “However, the govern-
ment of  Imo State in their 

usual characteristics sought 
to influence the outcome 
of  the elections in the State. 
This meddlesomeness was 
resisted by the Delegates 
who refused the unholy of-
ferings and baits to vote for 
their chosen candidates. The 
resolve of  the Delegates in 
session did not go down well 
with the Government and 
their agents who resorted to 
the use of  violence to beat up 
delegates and scatter the ven-
ue of  the Conference.

 “When it was obvious to 
the Government and their 
goons that their stooges were 
going to overwhelmingly 
lose in the elections, thugs 
who were armed to the teeth 
descended on the Delegates 
inflicting various degrees 
of  injuries on them, chasing 
them away and carting away 
materials meant for the con-
duct of  the elections that was 
supposed to be at the heart 
of  the Conference. As if  that 
was not enough, Security 
agents led by the Police and 
the so-called State Investiga-
tive Bureau invaded the ven-
ue and completed the sordid 
episode.

 “It is blood cuddling and 
inexcusable to mete out this 
level of  violence on workers 
who gathered peacefully to 
perform their democratic 
rights of  electing their lead-
ers. Our nation requires great 
restraint at this time and not 
this aggressive use of  forces 
of  brigandage against the 
people. Nigerians have suf-
fered enormously and what 
happened today in Owerri 
truly deepens the anger of  the 
ordinary citizens and creates 
more spaces for dangerous 
eruption in our polity”.

... Makes case for women inclusion in politics

Gunmen raze
home of  Imo 
House of Assembly 
candidate 

T
he country home of  
Peoples Democratic 
Party candidate for 

Imo State House of  As-
sembly, Ifeanyi Ozoeme-
na, was attacked and razed 
down by gunmen at about 
1400hrs on Tuesday 7th 
March 2023.

The information availa-
ble indicates that the gun-
men threw explosives into 
Ifeanyi’s house in Okigwe 
Local Government Area 
of  Imo state, and also su-
pervised the burning of  the 
properties.

Similarly, the gunmen 
went to Umuokparaoha 
village, Umulolo commu-
nity to raze Ifeanyi’s fa-
ther’s house in the same 
LGA of  which the nefar-
ious mission was carried 
out unchallenged.

Meanwhile, no casualty 
was recorded.

Nat’l NLC at daggers drawn
with Imo government

Fix BVAS glitches before
Gov, Assembly Elections,
NBA warns INEC

h e  N i ge r i a n  B a r TAssociation (NBA) 
h a s  u r g e d  t h e 

I n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i o n a l 
E l e c t o r a l  C o m m i s s i o n 
(INEC) to fix all bugs or 
glitches in the Bimodal Voter 
A c c r e d i t a t i o n  S y s t e m 
(BVAS) machines before the 
March 11 Governorship and 
State Assemblies’elections.

The Bar also asked 
INEC to exclude its collation 
and returning officers with 
proven cases of  misconduct 
in the February 25 elections 
from the forthcoming polls.

NBA National Publicity 
Secretary, Akorede Lawal, 
stated this in an interim 
report released on Tuesday.

The NBA deployed over 
1000  INEC acc red i t ed 
observers drawn from the 
128 Branches of  the Bar to 
monitor the February 25 
polls.

“In the main, the NBA 
Observers expressed some 
satisfaction with the conduct 
of  the election on 25th 
February, 2023 but have also 
identified major challenges 
that should be addressed for 
future elections.

“These include the late 
arrival of  INEC officials and 
ballot materials at the polling 
stations, malfunctioning 
BVAS machines, limited or 
non-transmission of  the 
results from the polling units 
to the INEC Results Viewing 
Portal (IReV), insecurity at 
some polling units including 
violent attacks on voters and 
officials, voter intimidation, 
snatching and destruction of  
voting materials, significant 
cases of  vote-buying and 
limited access facilities for 
p e r s o n s  l i v i n g  w i t h 
disabilities,” the report 

partly read.
“Generally, findings 

from the observation process 
“ indicated that only a 
quarter of  the electorate were 
excellently impressed with 
the conduct of  the ballots 
(27.1%) while majority of  the 
v o t e r s  ( 6 4 . 6 % )  w e r e 
somewhat satisfied, only 
8.2% rated the election poor 
or very poor.”

“Stemming from these 
observations and in view of  
the impending Governorship 
a n d  S t a t e  H o u s e s  o f  
Assembly elections fixed for 
11th March, 2023, the NBA 
urges INEC to ensure that all 
bugs or glitches in the BVAS 
machines and other election 
technology are fixed and 
improved and that INEC 
staff  (including collation and 
returning officers) with 
proven cases of  misconduct 
in the 25th February, 2023 
election be excluded from the 
11th March, 2023 election.

“The Inspector General 
of  Police is also urged to 
e n s u r e  t h e  t i m e l y 
deployment of  police officers 
on duty for the 11th March 
2023 Elections. Political 
parties are equally advised to 
educate their members and 
supporters on the need to 
eschew all forms of  actions in 
violation of  the Electoral 
Act.”

The NBA commended 
Nigerians for their resilience 
and perseverance in carrying 
out their civic duties during 
t h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  a n d 
National Assembly elections 
and encouraged citizens to 
show same va lues  and 
resolve in the forthcoming 
Governorship and State 
H o u s e s  o f  A s s e m b l y 
elections.
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he last presidential and TN a t i o n a l  A s s e m b ly 
elections were as crucial 

to our democracy as they were 
controversial. A lot was riding 
on them, delivering more drama 
than anticipated. Our present 
reality is that going by the 
posturing of  key polit ical 
gladiators, the 2023 presidential 
a n d  N a t i o n a l  A s s e m b l y 
elections have triggered direct 
judicial intervention as the final 
phase of  the electoral process. 
This is fine. At least it is the only 
legitimate channel to address 
grievances against the conduct 
of  the elections and to seek 
redress.

Two major political parties, 
the Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) and Labour Party (LP) 
presidential candidates have 
made it clear they will be 
approaching the courts to 
“correct what was not properly 
done” on 25th of  February. 
Apart from the two presidential 
candidates, many National 
Assembly candidates have also 
indicated interest in going to 
court. Without claiming to be a 
prophet, the number of  cases 
may be less than we had in 2019 
because of  the dwindling faith of  
contestants in the judiciary, 
among other reasons, but the 
issues will be more contentious 
this time around.

These issues range from 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t h e 
Constitution and Electoral Act, 
alongside electoral malfeasance 
and criminal disruption of  
polling processes, which have 
made some question the validity 
of  the electoral outcomes.

The assumption before the 
elections,  based on INEC 
narratives, was that we would 
have few reasons to drag the 
judic iar y  in to  the  s imple 
constitutional exercise of  the 
people electing their leaders. 
This hypothesis has turned out 
to be incorrect.

Avoidable slips by the 
Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) created 
these triggers for the option of  
judicial intervention. What is 
worrisome is not that political 
gladiators are approaching the 
court to help fix our electoral 
process and may help us decide 
our political leaders but that this 
will put our judiciary on the 
edge. This is a judiciary that, 
objectively speaking, cannot 
claim it is enjoying the best 
p u b l i c  s t a n d i n g  b e f o r e 
Nigerians. In an environment 
suffused with corruption, even 
in the judiciary, the democratic 
process is at risk if  it must 
depend on judicial outcomes to 

determine the val idi ty  of  
electoral processes.

One way to bring down 
democracy in any society or 
c o u n t r y  i s  t o  h a v e  a 
compromised, incompetent, 
pusillanimous, and politically 
e x p o s e d  j u d i c i a r y.  T h i s 
invariably gives citizens only one 
option – self-help, which is the 
most common denominator for 
crisis and chaos in nations. 
Examples abound where the 
collapse of  proper constitutional 
processes yielded failed states. 
Therefore, we will focus on the 
judiciary in the next few weeks 
to stabilise and salvage our 
democracy.

Aside from the alleged 
m a l p r a c t i c e s  d u r i n g  t h e 
elections, a few constitutional 
issues are at stake in this last poll. 
Prominent among them is the 
contentious issue of  25% of  
votes cast in the Federal Capital 
Territory (FCT) as part of  the 
requirements to be declared 
w i n n e r  o f  a  p r e s i d e n t i a l 
election, and the position of  the 
law on the electronic uploading 
and transmission of  election 
results at the polling unit/booth 
level. The courts will interpret 
the relevant laws and establish 
whether INEC or any candidate 
or party has broken them.

The  cour t s  mus t  a l so 
adjudicate on the claims filed by 
candidates, which are in three 
broad categorisat ions:  (1) 
a l l ega t ions  o f  a  “ s to len 
mandate”, in which other 
candidates claim that they won 
the recent elections on the basis 
of  their own collated results 
from the polling units by their 
agents, and that they must be 
declared as winners by the 
c o u r t s .  ( 2 )  C a l l s  f o r  t h e 
cancellation of  the presidential 
election by candidates. (3) Calls 
for maintaining the status quo 
and allowing the president-elect 
a n d  w i n n e r  o f  t h e  l a s t 
presidential election to lead 

Nigeria because the opposition 
is incapable of  proving their 
case,  or  that  the level  of  
infractions recorded during the 
poll is insufficient to have 
changed the outcome of  the 
election.

The national elections are 
technically over and the battle 
f o r  t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  
democracy has shifted to the 
courts. The judiciary must take 
all necessary steps to shield itself  
from being tarred by politics. 
Leaders of  the bench must admit 
that they need much work to 
regain its reputation of  the 
judiciary in the minds of  
Nigerians. No love is lost 
between Nigerians and judicial 
intervention in politics, due to 
some judgements related to past 
political contests. The crisis of  
c r e d i b i l i t y  a f f l i c t i n g  t h e 
judiciary is evident to all and has 
taken a severe toll on the 
institution. It is trite to say that 
over time, the Nigerian court has 
no t  l ived  up  to  a  decen t 
reputation in many electoral-
cum-political cases.

The impartiality of  the 
courts and their principled stand 
on key politically and electoral 
issues should not leave anyone in 
doubt about the courage to do 
just ice.  The bel ie f  in  the 
jud ic ia r y  as  the  u l t imate 
sanctuar y  o f  jus t ice  in  a 
democracy is founded on the 
supposition that judges will be 
above reproach.

Never in the history of  
Nigeria has the apex court 
cancelled, nullified, or changed 
the outcome of  a presidential 
election. We assume that it was 
because no such cases of  
presidential elections before the 
Supreme Court have convinced 
it that there was a prima facia 
justification for such. However, 
we have a precedent in Africa of  
such cancellation. In the 2017 
Kenyan presidential polls, the 
Supreme Court annulled the 

presidential election result, 
citing irregularities and that the 
e l e c t i o n  h a d  n o t  b e e n 
“conducted in accordance with 
t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n” .  T h i s 
judgement was a landmark one 
and  was  r eached  to  save 
democracy in Kenya.

Admittedly, in a democracy, 
nobody can underestimate the 
judiciary’s role in correcting 
malfeasance. Advisedly, the 
court must allow technical issues 
to take the back seat and allow 
substantial justice to prevail. 
That is the only way we can 
correct a dysfunctional system 
and win the trust of  Nigerians. 
This point is vital because in 
essential cases that attract the 
attention of  the nation and 
citizens eagerly waiting for 
justice to be served, it is difficult 
for everyone to understand why 
legal technicalities will be the 
basis of  judgements, instead of  
the substance of  the law. Only 
lawyers  unders tand these 
technicalities, and decisions 
based on them are often difficult 
to sell to the public.

Communicating judicial 
pronouncements to the lay 
audience have been the bane of  
judicial reporting in Nigeria and 
it is one of  the major causes of  
public distrust of  the judiciary in 
recent times. These presidential 
election cases allow the court to 
show i ts  power and c lear 
separation from the executive 
and legislature. Their job of  the 
c o u r t  i s  t o  u p h o l d  t h e 
constitution and the rule of  law 
and it is not essentially a 
substitute for the collective will 
of  the people expressed through 
their votes. Judicial decisions of  
the Supreme Court are final and 
can only be changed by the 
Court itself  or God. Therefore, 
the Supreme Court judges must 
be circumspect and convinced in 
their choices, based on the laws 
and constitution of  Nigeria, 
from where they derive their 

powers.
It may be convenient for 

e lectoral  disputes  at  sub-
national and sub-sovereign 
levels to be determined by 
judicial processes, as we have 
seen in cases where the Supreme 
Court has altered the destinies of  
governors and states. It is 
common and understandable 
that at this level, whatever 
decisions the Supreme Court 
makes may not undermine the 
state so much, given that the 
states are intertwined and linked 
with the federal and, as such, can 
withstand the sudden change of  
governors by the Supreme 
Court. But at the national level 
of  the presidency, for example, 
purely technical and legal 
arguments may not suffice. 
Judicial decisions must be 
conditioned by the higher 
considerations of  jurisprudence, 
national interest, and national 
security. At that level, judges of  
the Supreme Court must protect 
the Nigerian state and its 
sovereign security over and 
a b ove  m a t t e r s  o f  j u s t i c e 
c o nc e r n ing  the  r i g h t s  o f  
individual  contestants for 
partisan pre-eminence. There 
must be a nation before partisan 
contestants acquire the right to 
win an election. Nigeria cannot 
afford to pour out dirty water 
with the baby.  Nigeria’s 
ex i s tence  and  g rowth  fa r 
outweigh the issue of who leads 
it. We must always remember 
that there will  be another 
election in four years if  Nigeria 
survives the furore caused by the 
last election.

It is a pity that after all the 
plans and provisions of  the 
Electoral Act that were greeted 
with fanfare by all Nigerians, 
and the promises of  INEC to 
conduct a free and fair election 
in 2023 due to provisions on the 
BVAS and IREV, we are still 
going to depend on the judiciary 
to determine the validity or 
otherwise of  the polls. We all 
admit that BVAS worked and 
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  m o r e 
transparency and likely reduced 
d i s p u t a t i o n  o f  e l e c t o r a l 
outcomes, especially in the 
National Assembly polls. We 
must do a post-mortem of  the 
elections and learn from them to 
improve subsequent polls.

And the Supreme Court and 
the judiciary must be conscious 
that all eyes in and outside the 
country are on them. They are 
carrying the hope of  a nation 
and must not dash that hope.

We look forward to a new 
Nigeria where judicial incursion 
into politics will be minimal, if  
not completely eradicated.

Dakuku Peterside is a policy 
and leadership expert. 

“

Judicial intervention as extension
of 2023 elections

By Dakuku Peterside

Aside from the alleged malpractices during the 
elections, a few constitutional issues are at stake in this 
last poll. Prominent among them is the contentious issue 

of  25% of  votes cast in the Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT) as part of  the requirements to be declared winner 
of  a presidential election, and the position of  the law on 

the electronic uploading and transmission of  election 
results at the polling unit/booth level. 
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he recently concluded Tpresidential election in 
Nigeria has once again 

thrown up the ugly issue of  who 
belongs to or owns any State in 
Niger ia .  The  pres ident ia l 
candidate of  the Labour Party, 
P e t e r  O b i ,  d e f e a t e d  t h e 
presidential candidate of  the All 
Progressives Congress, Bola 
Tinubu, in Lagos State where 
Tinubu was governor for eight 
years.

It must be clear to any 
discerning person that for Peter 
Obi to defeat Tinubu in Lagos 
State, he must have garnered 
votes from people from different 
tribes and ages and religious 
persuasion. But what do we see? 
Some miscreants harassing and 
threatening Igbos and accusing 
them of  voting against Bola 
Tinubu and therefore being 
ungrateful to their hosts. Even if  
all Igbos voted against Tinubu, 
which is not possible, it is not a 
crime and should not be a reason 
for anyone to be hounded in 
Lagos State.

It is obvious that we only pay 
lip service to the mantra of  one 
Nigeria. Because Bola Tinubu, 
who is not originally from Lagos 
State, lost election in Lagos 
State, then Igbos should go back 

he place of  leadership Tin forging bonds of  
communality is the 

p l a c e  o f  p u r p o s e  a n d 
deliberateness. The leadership 
must be very deliberate in 
managing diversity and in 
fostering kinship among 
variegated people. Nation 
building cannot be left to 
chance or to the whim of  
anyone.  There  mus t  be 
purposive plans and actions 
towards uniting the people.

We cannot play possum 
about unity – most especially 
now. It has remained a reverie, 
and an elusive expedition for 
Nigeria. We yearn for it, or 
rather quibble about it, but we 
have  not  rea l ly  appl ied 
ourselves to dismantling the 
iron curtains of  ethnicity and 
religion.   

As a matter of  fact, it is a 
sheer pursuit of  apparitions to 
assume or suggest that any 
single leader can unite Nigeria 
without the commensurate 
efforts of  citizens to the cause. 
To unite Nigeria, there is a 

to the Southeast of  Nigeria. We 
should make up our mind 
whether to remain as one 
country or separate countries. 
Even though a major problem 
may also be how many countries 
to carve out from the present 
Nigeria.

The Constitution of  the 
Federal Republic of  Nigeria 
1999 opens with:

We the People of  the Federal 
Republic of  Nigeria:

Having firmly and solemnly 
resolved:

TO LIVE in unity and 
harmony as one indivisible and 
indissoluble Sovereign Nation 
under God…:

AND TO PROVIDE for a 
Constitution for the purpose of  
promoting the good government 
and welfare of  all persons in our 
country on the principles of  
Freedom, Equality and Justice, 
a n d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  
consolidating the Unity of  our 
people: ..

S e c t i o n  1 5  ( 2 )  o f  t h e 
Constitution posits that national 
integration shall be actively 
e n c o u r a g e d ,  w h i l s t 
discrimination on the grounds of  
place of  origin, sex, religion, 
status, ethnic or linguistic 
association or ties shall be 
prohibited.

place for leadership, and there 
is a place for followership. 
Uniting Nigeria will involve 
Nigerians from all strata.  

The place of  leadership in 
achieving unity in Nigeria is 
the place of  personal example. 
Leadership by deed, not just 
by words. The leadership 
demonstrating the highest 
level of  objectivity, fairness, 
and probity in dealing with 
Nigerians,  regardless of  
r e l i g i o u s  o r  p o l i t i c a l 
p e r s u a s i o n  o r  e t h n i c 
background. The leadership 
showing sufficient inoculation 
against the contagion of  
religious and ethnic bigotry 
and exclusivism. 

Where the leadership 
b e t r ay s  p r e j u d i c e s,  t h e 
followership sunders. The 
leadership is doomed to be 
assailed by a phalanx of  
discontents when it ignores 
the elements of  inclusion. 

Th i s  i s  the  r eason  I 
applaud Asiwaju Bola Ahmed 
T inubu’ s  f i r s t  s t e p  a s 
p r e s i d e n t - e l e c t .  I n  h i s 
acceptance speech, he gave 
a w a y  h i s  b e n t  a n d 

Under the fundamental 
r i g h t s  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e 
Constitution, section 42 (1) (a) 
provides that a citizen of  Nigeria 
of  a particular community, 
ethnic group, place of  origin, 
sex, religion or political opinion 
shall not, by reason only that he 
is such a person be subjected 
either expressly by, or in the 
practical application of, any law 
in force in Nigeria or any 
executive or administrative 
action of  the government, to 
disabilities or restrictions to 
which citizens of  Nigeria of  
other communities,  ethnic 
groups, places of  origin, sex, 
religions or political opinions are 
not made subject. Section 43 
recognises the fundamental right 
of  every citizen of  Nigeria to 
acquire and own immovable 
property anywhere in Nigeria.

However, the Constitution 
in section 147 (3) provides inter-
alia that in giving effect to the 
p r o v i s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g 
appointment of  Ministers of  the 
Government of  the Federation, 
the President shall appoint at 
least one Minister from each 
State, who shall be an indigene 
of  such State. This is in line and 
related to section 14 (3) of  the 
Constitution which provides that 
t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e 

predisposition to bringing 
sundered people together. The 
focality of  his speech was 
“Whether you are Batified, 
A t i k u l a t e d ,  O b i d i e n t , 
Kwankwasiyya, or have any 
other political affiliation, you 
voted for a better, more 
hopeful nation and I thank 
you for your participation and 
dedication to our democracy. 
You decided to place your 
trust in the democratic vision 
of  a Nigeria founded on 
shared prosperity and one 
nurtured by the ideals of  unity, 
justice, peace, and tolerance. 
Renewed hope has dawned in 
Nigeria.”

R o t i m i  A k e r e d o l u , 
gover nor  of  Ondo,  said 
Tinubu set up a committee to 
m e e t  w i t h  p r e s i d e n t i a l 
candidates for reconciliation. 
Really, he does not have to, but 
for a president who wants to 
build consensus among the 
people, he is embracing his 
opponents. This is good 
sportsmanship. I believe this 
opens a window into the 
mentation of  Nigeria’s 
president-elect. It says Tinubu 

Government of  the Federation 
or any of  its agencies and the 
conduct of  its affairs shall be 
carried out in such a manner as 
to reflect the federal character of  
Nigeria and the need to promote 
national unity, and also to 
command national loyalty, 
thereby ensuring that there shall 
be no predominance of  persons 
from a few States or from a few 
ethnic or other sectional groups 
in that Government or in any of  
its agencies.

As commendable as the 
motive for including sections 
such as 147 (3) and 14 (3) of  the 
Constitution may be, it is also the 
source of  a lot of  the divisiveness 
in Nigeria. The federal character 
principle is practiced in such a 
way that it totally negates 
common sense. Now take a 
situation where there two people 
who are from different States of  
origin by Nigerian prescription, 
say Anambra State and Zamfara 
State, and they live in the same 
neighbourhood in Lagos State. 
Their children attend the same 
primary school, but when they 
sit for the entrance examination 
to federal government colleges, 
the child from Anambra State 
may be required to produce a 
score of  140 while the lad from 
Zamfara State may only need to 

will run an all-inclusive 
government; a government of  
national unity.  

I t  i s  a g a i n s t  t h i s 
background that I consider the 
hostilities from Peter Obi, the 
Labour Party, and the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP), 
d e s p i t e  t h e  e f f o r t s  a t 
rapprochement by Tinubu, as 
ill-advised. I wish Peter Obi 
would listen to wise counsel 
and not go down this scorched 
path. The election is done. 
There is nothing to be had on 
this path, but animosity, 
isolation, and tension. It is 
time for reconciliation and 
working together for Nigeria.

For his first shot at the top 
job, Peter Obi’s performance 
in the 2023 presidential 
election is commendable and 
a learning curve. But it was 
clear he had no chance of  
winning the election. He did 
not secure 25% of  votes in 25 
states and did not garner 
enough popular votes.  I 
believe it will be more historic 
if  Obi extends a hand of  
fellowship to the president-
elect than chasing apparitions 

score 10 to gain admission. Is 
anyone suggesting that people 
from Anambra State are smarter 
than those from Zamfara State? 
If  it is taken that Zamfare State is 
educationally disadvantaged, 
then anyone who l ives  in 
Zamfara State should take 
whatever benefit that is bestowed 
because of  that status and should 
not be applicable to someone 
who is originally from Zamfara 
State but has the benefit of  the 
education provided in Lagos 
State.

A g a i n ,  h o w  d o  w e 
determine an indigene of  a 
State? For example, if  Ahmed’
s great grandparents migrated 
from Gusau to Lagos and 
remained in Lagos without 
going back to Gusau and same 
for his grandparents and parents, 
should Ahmed be called an 
indigene of  Lagos State or 
Zamfara State? So long as we 
keep referencing State of  origin, 
we cannot achieve the desired 
unity. We should simply have 
state of  residence and set a 
benchmark for the number of  
years to live in a State (preferably 
three years) to achieve residency 
status. That way you identify 
with where you live and pay your 
taxes and not some place you 
may not even know.

and chest thumping while at 
it.

If  his pursuit for power is 
in the public interest, he must 
look beyond himself, and seek 
t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  n e x t 
government for the good of  
Nigerians he professes to love. 
A Nigeria that works for all is 
what we need.

Tinubu has shown by his 
recent aspect that he is of  the 
nationalist phylum but with a 
surfeit of  understanding of  the 
imperativeness of  building a 
n a t i o n  o n  t h e  b a c k  o f  
consensual support,  and 
responsibility. He must stay on 
this path. It will get rocky, but 
he must  maintain equal 
oomp,h even when his efforts 
are unrequited.

A Nigeria that works for 
all is what we need.

Uniting Nigeria will need 
m o r e  t h a n  t h e  “ b o d y 
language” of  the leadership. 
It will take deliberate effort, 
personal example, and a clear 
strategy. 

Uniting Nigeria will be 
hard labour, but it is a task that 
must be done.

Much ado about State of Origin
By Ikenna Okoli, SAN

A Nigeria that works for all
By Fredrick Nwabufo
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Presidential polls: 89 SANs set for
legal battle over Tinubu, Obi, Atiku
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T
he legal tussle between 
the Labour Party, Peo-
ples Democratic Party 

and the ruling All Progres-
sives Congress over the out-
come of  February 25 pres-
idential election has taken 
a new dimension following 
report that a combined team 
of  89 Senior Advocates of  
Nigeria have been engaged.

Sources within the camp of  
the warring political parties 
said that the array of  legal lu-
minaries, drawn from differ-
ent chambers, are presently 
being furnished with materi-
als that could be tendered as 
evidence in court.

It was reported that APC 
candidate, Bola Tinubu, was 
announced the winner of  the 
keenly contested election by 
the Independent National 
Electoral Commission.

The former Lagos gov-
ernor polled 8,794,726 
votes to defeat the Peoples 
Democratic Party candi-
date, Atiku Abubakar, and 
the LP flag-bearer, who got 
6,984,520 and 6,101,533 
votes, respectively.

But Atiku and Obi reject-
ed the results announced by 
INEC, with each claiming 
at separate press conferences 
that the election was fraught 

with violence and massive 
rigging.

The drama took a twist last 
Friday when the two major 
opposition candidates were 
reported to have approached 
the court to seek permission 
for the inspection of  election 
materials used during the 
poll.

Few days later, Tinubu’s 
camp also sought the court 
permission to have access to 
examine the said electoral 
materials for the alleged ille-
gality by the opposition.

On Wednesday, Atiku’s 
camp announced that it had 
assembled 19 SANs to chal-

lenge the results of  the poll.
While briefing his legal 

team on Wednesday at his 
campaign office in Abuja, the 
former vice president tasked 
them to “establish the claim 
of  illegality in the February 
25 presidential election and 
reclaim the mandate of  the 
Nigerian people.”

He told the team that apart 
from reclaiming the mandate 
from those who undertook 
the electoral heist that was 
not a reflection of  the will 
of  Nigerians, the legal team 
should also use the opportu-
nity of  the trial to strengthen 
constitutional democracy in 
the country.

The team, led by a Sen-
ior Advocate of  Nigeria, 
JK Gadzama, has 18 other 
SANs.

They include Chris Uche, 
Paul Usoro, Tayo Jegede, 
Ken Mozia, Mike Oze-
khome, Mahmood Magaji, 
Joe Abraham, Chukwuma 
Umeh, Garba Tetengi and 
Emeka Etiaba.

Others are Chief  Goddy 
Uche, Prof. Maxwell Gida-
do; the National Legal Ad-
viser of  the PDP, A. Ajibade, 
Mr. O. Atoyebi, Mrs. Nella 
Rabana, Paul Ogbole, Nure-
mi Jimoh, and Abdul Ibra-
him.

Atiku’s Special Assistant 
on Public Communica-
tion,Phrank Shaibu, who 
spoke to our correspondent 

BRT crashes into a moving train in Lagos. 

Hoodlum killed, ASP shot in Ebonyi gun duel

Peter Obi reacts to fire incident at Spare 
Parts market in Lagos

T
he Labour Party pres-
idential candidate, 
Peter Obi has reacted 

after fire destroyed goods 
worth millions of  naira 
at the spare parts market, 
Kirikiri road Ajegunle, Aje-
romi Ifelodun in Lagos.

Recall that we had earli-
er reported how suspected 
hoodlums at the wee hours 
of  Wednesday 8th, March 
2023, attacked the spare 
parts market, which is most-
ly dominated by the Igbos.

Small Appliances
The Tolu Police Division 

of  the Nigerian Police re-
covered a lifeless body of  a 
male adult around the scene 
of  the fire incident.

Reacting to the incident, 
Peter Obi via his Twitter 
handle on Wednesday ex-
pressed sadness whilst com-
miserating with those affect-
ed with the fire disaster.

He further called on the 
government to investigate 
the cause of  the outbreak 
and find ways to help trad-
ers who were affected by the 
incident.

He said: “This morning, I 
received the sad news of  the 
fire outbreak at Akere Spare 
Parts Market in Olodi-Apa-

pa, Ajegunle, Lagos. Hope-
fully no life was lost, but 
the means of  livelihood and 
properties, worth millions 
of  naira, lost to the inferno 
are of  great concern to me.

 “I commiserate deeply 
with all those affected by 
this fire disaster. I call on 
the government and relevant 
authorities to investigate the 

cause of  the fire outbreak 
thoroughly, and forestall fu-
ture occurrence, while find-
ing ways to help the affected 
victims.

 “The need for equal pro-
tection under the law; and 
government’s meeting of  
her responsibility to protect 
lives and property cannot be 
over-emphasised.

T
he Ebonyi State Po-
lice Command, on 
Wednesday, said one 

hoodlum was killed and an-
other wounded in a gun bat-
tle that ensued between its 
officers and some assailants 
in the state.

In the gun duel that oc-
curred in the Ivo Local Gov-
ernment Area of  the state, 
an Assistant Superintendent 
of  Police was equally in-
jured.

The state Police Public Re-
lations Officer, SP Onome 
Onovwakpoyeya, said this in 
a statement on Wednesday.

She said “On the 7th day 
of  March 2023 at about 
2345hrs, the Divisional Po-
lice Officer of  Ivo Divisional 
Headquarters received a dis-
tress call that unknown gun-
men were firing sporadically 
and had also set ablaze two 
vehicles and a filling station.

 “On receipt of  the in-
formation the Divisional 
Police Officer swung into 
action and left for the scene. 
While at the scene informa-
tion revealed that unknown 
gunmen were sighted sitting 
down in a public place at Og -
wor community in Ishiagu.

 “On their way, the men 
were ambushed and at-
tacked, and an Assistant 
Superintendent of  Police 
was shot, but the patrol team 
engaged the hoodlums with 
superior firepower. During 
the gun duel, one of  the 
hoodlums was neutralised 
and others fled with bullet 
wounds.

 “The DPO immediately 
called the headquarters for 
reinforcement. The Com-
missioner of  Police, CP 
Faleye Sunday Olaleye psc, 
intercepted the distress call 
and immediately directed 

tactical teams to storm the 
place with the description 
of  the vehicle and the route 
through which the Hood-
lums were escaping.

 “On sighting the police 
operatives, the hoodlums en-
gaged them in a gun duel at 
Osso, junction, where two of  
the hoodlums were equally 
neutralised and two arrested.

 “The following exhibit 
was recovered at the scene of  
the crime: Two AK-47 Rifles, 
one locally made pistol, some 
charms and a red Toyota Co-
rolla car, one Fireman gener-
ator, one Haier Thermocool 
Fridge, a walkie talkie radio 
set, 30 “AK-47 Live ammu-
nition, 20 expended AK-47 
ammunition, one AK-47 
magazine, one Itel phone, 
one Android phone, one po-
lice trouser, one police beret, 
one police face cap and some 
other incriminating items.”

after the meeting, said, “Ati-
ku raised a team of  19 Senior 
Advocates of  Nigeria. You 
(Tinubu) claimed you won 
election, yet you gather 50 
lawyers; what are you gather-
ing them for?”

 “It is imperative that they 
work assiduously towards 
reclaiming the mandate, not 
necessarily because of  him 
(Atiku) and the PDP, but to 
strengthen democracy and 
the electoral process and for 
generations unborn.”

With the latest move, the 
legal tussle now has 89 SANs, 
who are ready to outwit one 
another for their clients.

The National Secretary of  
Labour Party, Umar Farouk, 
told said that, “We have more 
than 20 SANs that are willing 
to participate and offer their 
services for the renewal and 
emergence of  a new Nigeria. 
As I am talking to you, our 
lawyers are working on it.

 “But this is not something 
we can discuss on the pages 
of  a newspaper. All I can tell 
you is that we have started 
‘trekking’ to the court,” he 
said,

As expected, the APC has 
expressed its readiness to de-
fend its victory in court.

On Tuesday, the ruling 
party also announced the 
appointment of  a crack team 
of  experienced lawyers to de-
fend the President-elect.

The legal team consisted of  

12 SANs, including the Na-
tional Legal Adviser of  the 
Party, Ahmad El-Marzuq.

In a statement titled “APC 
Appoints Presidential Elec-
tion Petition Legal Team,” 
El-Marzuq said the legal 
luminaries were carefully se-
lected based on their vast ex-
perience in election petition 
matters, constitutional law 
and litigation.

Their appointment was 
announced few days after 
the Chief  Spokesman for the 
Tinubu-Shettima Presiden-
tial Campaign Council, Fes-
tus Keyamo, said Tinubu and 
his camp would not be intim-
idated by the legal threat of  
the opposition.

El-Marzuq also disclosed 
that the team of  SANs 
would be led by Prince La-
teef  Fagbemi, a renowned 
lawyer, who has successfully 
handled various high-profile 
election matters and other 
landmark cases.

Others are Sam Ologuno-
risa, Murtala Abdulrasheed, 
Rotimi Ogunesom Olabisi 
Soyebo, Gboyega Oyebow-
ale, Pius Akubo, Aliyu Saiki, 
Oluseye Opasanya, Tajudeen 
Oladoja, Kazeem Adeniyi 
and Suraju Saida.

But the APC Presidential 
Campaign Council disclosed 
that 12 SANs does not reflect 
all the legal team who volun-
teered to defend the Tinubu.

Presidential election: 
I’m solidly behind Peter Obi 
going to court 
– Apostle Johnson Suleman

F
ollowing the outcome 
of  the presidential 
election, Apostle 

Johnson Suleman of  Omega 
Fire Ministries has backed 
the court action instituted by 
the Labour Party, LP, presi-
dential candidate, Peter Obi.

Suleman was reacting to 
an old video that has gone 
viral of  him asking candi-
dates to forget about pursu-
ing legal action in a bid to re -
claim their stolen mandate.

The clergyman said the 
viral video was part of  his 

message in 2015 and 2019, 
stressing that it’s not current.

In a tweet, Apostle Sule-
man urged the public to dis-
regard the video because it’s 
not directed at Obi.

He wrote: “I was just told 
that a video where I told 
people after the 2015 or 
2019 election to forget about 
the courts is being circulated 
like I said it recently. Lol. I 
am solidly behind Peter Obi 
going to court. I have never 
said otherwise in secret or 
public, disregard.”
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a t r i c e  E v r a  h a s Pclaimed that Lionel 
Messi would be able 

to boast 15 Ballon d'Or 
victories if  he'd matched 
Cristiano Ronaldo 's work 
ethic.

T h e  l o n g - r u n n i n g 
rivalry between the two 
forwards has been a constant 
theme throughout their 
respective careers. Messi – 
the reigning Best FIFA 
Men's Player of  the Year – 
currently leads the standings 
when it comes to Ballon 
d'Ors.

The Argentine has the 

r i s t iano Ronaldo 

Cfaces his toughest test 
so far with his new 

team Al Nassr as the Saudi 
Pro League leaders face 
second-placed Al Ittihad at 
King Abdullah Sports City 
stadium on Thursday night.

Ronaldo's Riyadh club, 
who are eight-time Saudi 
champions, are chasing their 
first top-flight crown in four 
years and are keen to seize 
back domestic bragging 
rights from cross-city rivals 
Al Hilal.

But the last time Al 
Nassr met Al Ittihad things 
did not go according to plan 
for the Portuguese superstar 
and his teammates. They 
were beaten 3-1 in the Saudi 
Super Cup semi-final in the 
January clash. Another 
defeat could derail their title 
hopes.

T h e y  a r e  s e e k i n g 
revenge and will look to the 
former Real Madrid and 

most in football history with 
seven, whilst Ronaldo has 
five to his name having last 
won the award in 2017. 
However, Evra has claimed 
that Messi's lead could 
potentially be even greater 
by suggesting that the PSG 
star would have surpassed 
Ronaldo if  he'd matched his 
work ethic.

S p e a k i n g  o n  R i o 
Ferdinand 's Vibe with Five 
Podcast, the former French 
left-back said: “I want to 
explain why I say Ronaldo 
every time. It's not because 
he's our brother it's because 

Juventus star, who failed to 
score in that hotly contested 
clash, to make the difference 
in the top of  the table 
encounter.

T h e  t e a m s  a r e 
seperated by just two points 
making the match all the 
more crucial in the title race.

Ronaldo initially had 
made a slow start to life in 
Saudi Arabia when he joined 
Al Nassr in January. He had 
arrived at the club after 
having his contract with 
M a n c h e s t e r  U n i t e d 
terminated following his 
sensational interview with 
Piers Morgan where he 
criticised the Premier League 
outfit.

But he has quickly 
picked up momentum with 

uper Eagles forward, 

SSamuel Chukwueze 
has been selected for 

the La Liga team of  the week.
Chukwueze's  career 

suffered a lull in the last two 
years. However, since Coach 
Quique Setien arrived at the 
club, he has breathed some 
life into the Nigerian winger.

Chukwueze has become 
a regular for Villarreal, 
starting all ten of  their 
p r e v i o u s  g a m e s .  L a s t 
weekend, he supplied two 
a s s i s t s  f o r  t h e  Ye l l ow 

I'm in love with work ethic.
“I feel like Messi, god 

just gave him a talent and 
Cristiano had to work for it. 
He had the talent but he had 
to work for it. If  Messi had 
the same work ethic as 
Ronaldo, he would probably 
have like 15 Ballon d'Ors 
today. I'm just in love with 
people working hard so 
that's why I pick Ronaldo 
over Messi.”

Evra  and  Ronaldo 
spent  three -and-a -ha l f  
s e a s o n s  t o g e t h e r  a s 
teammates whilst the pair 
were with Man United. In 

several sterling displays and 
is in top form right now. He 
got off  the mark by grabbing 
a late equaliser from the spot 
against Al Fateh then was at 
his vintage best against Al 
Wehda where he scored four 
times. He followed that up by 
assisting both goals in the 2-1 
win against Al Taawoun and 
then got a hat-trick against 
Damak.

He scored eight times in 
six games which landed him 
the February Player of  the 
Month award but the 38-year-
old will face a tough test 
against Al Ittihad who have 
the best defensive record in 
the league conceding just six 
goals in 19 games.

They are unbeaten in 10 

Submarines in their 2-0 win 
over Almeria.

His efforts proved to be 
c r uc ia l ,  a s  the  Ye l low 
Submarines picked up their 
second consecutive win.

Chukwueze has been 
r e c o g n i s e d  f o r  h i s 
performance as La Liga have 
included him in the team of  
the week.

The 23-year-old winger 
was selected alongside, Javi 
Galan,  Gonzalo  Plata , 
Antoine Griezmann, and 
Jorge Molina.

that time, they won three 
Premier League titles, two 
L e a g u e  C u p s  a n d  t h e 
Champions League before 
Ronaldo departed for Real 
Madrid in what was then a 
World record transfer.

He now finds himself  
with Saudi club Al-Nassr 
and has enjoyed a bright 
start to his stint at the club 
with eight goals in his first 
seven appearances since his 
move. However, he appears 
unlikely to add another 
Ballon d'Or to his collection.

matches against Al Nassr and 
have won eight of  their past 
nine. In attack, Abderrazak 
Hamdallah and Romarinho 
have been dangerous all 
season while playing behind 
them is Igor Coronado, one 
o f  t h e  l e a g u e ' s  b e s t 
playmakers.

intracht Frankfurt Efans have been banned 
from buying tickets to 

t h e  t e a m ' s  U E F A 
Champions League match 
against Napoli on March 15 
in Italy.

The Italian Interior 
Ministry have forbidden the 
Serie A side from making 
tickets available for travelling 
supporters to the second leg 
of  the round-of-16 tie.

The first fixture, which 
Napoli won 2-0 in Germany, 
saw violent clashes between 
both sets of  fans resulting in 
multiple arrests and three 
away fans left injured.

Played on February 21, 
the clash resulted in nine 
Eintracht Frankfurt fans 
apprehended by police after 
an attack on Napoli fans at a 
bar on Schweizer Strasse 
prior to kick-off.

 “Eintracht Frankfurt 
was informed late last night 
by UEFA that the Italian 
Ministry of  the Interior is this 
morning going to issue an 
injunction against  SSC 
Napoli, whereby the club is 
prohibited from sel l ing 
tickets to Eintracht Frankfurt 
supporters for the UEFA 
Champions League round of  
16 second leg on Wednesday 
15 March,” read an Eintracht 
Frankfurt statement.

“ T h i s  w o u l d  a l s o 
inc lude  the  to ta l  away 
allocation of  2,700 tickets, of  
which 2,400 are in the away 
section, which Eintracht 

Frankfurt is entitled to under 
UEFA regulations.

Napoli now have to 
defend the first-leg lead at the 
Stadio Diego Armando 
Maradona, thanks to goals 
from Victor Osimhen and 
Giovanni Di Lorenzo.

It is not the first time that 
Die Adler fans have caused 
problems for their club.

Eintracht Frankfurt was 
fined following a clash in 
Marseille at a group stage 
fixture in September.

A hostile atmosphere 
forced riot police to intervene 
before kick-off  and late on to 
settle disorder as opposing 
f a n s  t h r e w  f l a r e s  a n d 
fireworks at each other.

A large-scale police 
operation had prevented fan 
violence before the game, 
which was classified as very 
high risk.

Frankfurt also put out a 
statement distancing itself  
from an alleged Nazi salute 
by a fan captured on video 
before the game.

Messi should be able to boast of 15 Ballon d'Or titles

Ronaldo set for tough battle against Al Ittihad

Chukwueze makes La liga
team of the week

UCL: Eintracht Frankfurt fans banned
from Champions League fixture

Aso-Ebi ladies slay: Jemima Osunde
is our guide to class and decency

Trend alert: Flower-shaped
earrings are in 


