
@newsechonigeria @newsechonigeria @newsechonigeria

EISSN: 2736-0548  WEDNESDAY 8  – THURSDAY 9 MARCH, 2023   VOL. 4 NO. 26

The fresh news people

N200 

Pg. 8

Pg. 7

Pg. 3

Pg. 2

Pg. 10

Pg. 7

Always read and advertise on NewsEcho online @ www.newsecho.com.ng 
Follow us on all our social media handle Instagram: @newsechonigeria, Twitter: @newsechonigeria

Abia PDP Commissioner
fights dirty over Deputy
Governorship slot

Court restrains IGP, DSS, Ebonyi
CP from arresting APGA guber
candidate

INEC presents Certificates
Of Return to Senators-elect
…Demands court varies inspection order granted Atiku, Obi

...Suspends Resident Electoral Commissioner

Gov'ship Poll: IGP meets CPs, others behind
closed-doors

Obi visits woman stabbed
during Presidential election

2023 Presidency: Ohanaeze denies
congratulating Tinubu

Imo State Senators-elect receive Certicates of  Return from INEC. From left,
Elect Ndubueze Patrick C, (APC) Okigwe Zone, Onyewuchi, ( LP)  Owerri Zone,

Osita Izunaso, (APC) Orlu Zone.

Pg. 6

Pgs. 2, 6, 7

Man kills newly-wedded,
expectant wife



News Echo      Wednesday 8 - Thursday 9  March,  2023                                        Page 2

News

Commissioner, Abia PDP fight dirty over 
Ahaiwe’s running mate
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State chapter of  
the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) 

has again been embroiled in 
crisis over who becomes the 
running mate to Sir Okey 
Ahaiwe, the guber candidate.

This time around, the State 
Commissioner for Informa-
tion and Strategy, Barr Eze 
Chikamnayo and the leader-
ship of  the PDP are at dag-
gers drawn on who among 
Dr Jasper Uche and Hon 
Okey Igwe should become 
the number two to Ahaiwe.

While the State PDP has 
made a volte face by re-en-
dorsing the candidature of  
Hon Okey Philip Igwe as run-
ning mate, the Information 
Commissioner, Chikamnayo 
is insisting on Jasper Uche.

Similarly, while the lead-
ership of  the PDP in Abia is 
now supporting Hon Okey 
Philip Igwe as recently direct-
ed by the National secretariat 
of  PDP, Chikamnayo sees the 
gamble as a risky option that 

may cost PDP of  victory as it 
happened in Bayelsa State.

The matter which appeared 
as a close party affair on 
Monday, found itself  into me-
dia environment as the PDP 
through has described the 
Information Commissioner 
as a man with arrogant and 
uncouth language.

Vice Chairman/Publici-
ty Secretary  of  Abia PDP, 
Elder Amah Abraham in a 
statement he issued to Jour-
nalists on Tuesday in Umua-
hia, warned Chikamnayo 
against arrogating to himself  
the powers he did  not have in 
the State PDP

“The attention of  the Abia 
PDP has been drawn to two 
press releases emanating from 
the desk of  Eze Chikamnayo, 
the Abia State Commissioner 
for Information and Strategy 
who spoke in his capacity as 
the Chairman, Media and 
Publicity Committee of  the 
Abia State PDP Campaign 
Council, a position that is 
clearly subservient to the po-
sition of  the State Publicity 
Secretary of  the Party.  

In the said press releases, 
Eze Chikamnayo arrogated 
the powers to speak for the 
Abia PDP to himself  which 
in every imaginable circum-
stance is a misnomer. He 
is not at liberty to speak for 
the Party unless otherwise 
instructed and the matter at 
issue is clearly a Party matter 
for which he has no authori-
ty to delve into.

The Party will not resort to 
the exchange of  uncouth lan-
guage that Eze Chikamnayo 
employed to address an issue 
that is not just outside the 
purview of   his office but one 
he should have sought carifi-
cations from the Party before 
his unauthorised, unguarded 
outburst and usual descent 
to abuses. 

Unfortunately, in his des-
perate attempt to deceive the 
unsuspecting public he failed 
to address the issue at stake 
based on the extant rules but 
embarked on a journey in 
futility. 

As a media practition-
er which Eze Chikamnayo 
claims to be, the first profes-

sional step he was supposed 
to take was to state in very 
clear terms that the letter 
written by the NWC stating 
its position on the subject of  
the running mate was either 
forged or fake, to have war-
ranted his outright dismiss-
al of  the letter. He failed to 
prove beyond any doubt that 
the letter duly signed by the 
National Chairman and Na-
tional Secretary of  the Party 
was not authentic but rather 
took the unprofessional path 
of  descent to abuses on the 
person of  the Party’s spokes-
person.

As a trained lawyer, one 
would have expected Eze 
Chikamnayo to cite legal au-
thorities to back up his posi-
tion but he only made vague 
references and walked around 
the matter without any tan-
gible fact to present. That is 
nothing but an unclothed 
show of  desperation and the 
Party would not tolerate such 
inanities from an operative of  
the government. 

For the purposes of  clari-
ty, it has become imperative 

Peter Obi congratulates Obasanjo @ 86

T
he Presidential can-
didate of  the Labour 
Party (LP), Mr. Peter 

Obi (PO) has congratulated 
former President Olusegun 
Obasanjo in his 86th birth-
day.

In his official tweet han-
dle @peter obi, he said “My 
Dear Chief  Olusegun Oba-
sanjo, @Oolusegun_obj, a 
very respected father-figure 
and elder statesman, I am 
honoured to celebrate you 
on this special day of  yours. 
Over the years, you have re-
mained a true patriot, great 
leader, father and mentor to 
many, in our nation Nigeria.

“Your desire for peace, 
progress and development in 
Nigeria remains undaunting. 
You have always pursued the 

enthronement of  true democ-
racy for the nation.

 “I admire, above all, your 
courage in the face of  diffi-
culties. Your desire to ensure 
national unity among Nige-
rians remains praise worthy. 
Your personal disposition is 
an exemplar of  the measure 
of  a man in times of  great na-
tional difficulties.

“As you celebrate your 86th 
birthday today, I pray that 
God blesses you with abun-
dant health, wisdom, strength 
and fulfilment in life.

Happy Birthday Daddy.
 - P O
On behalf of the #OBIdi-

entsMovement and @NgLa-
bour I wish baba Happy 
Birthday,” he stated.

Internal sabotage spoilt APC’s fortunes in Imo
— Uzodimma

I
mo State Governor, Sen-
ator Hope Uzodimma, 
has accused some mem-

bers of  All Progressives 
Congress, APC, of  sabotag-
ing the fortunes of  the par-
ty, during the last presiden-
tial and National Assembly 
elections in the state.

Uzodimma made the 
accusation weekend while 
addressing the congrega-
tion of  Government House 
Chapel, Owerri, after the 
Eucharistic celebration.

The Governor, who was 
not particularly pleased 
with the party’s results, de-
scribed it as “the highest 
level of  sabotage”, a situa-

tion where some party faith-
ful were given responsibili-
ties but preferred sitting on 
the fence.

His words: “We had a situ-
ation where some supposed 
party faithful were given re-
sponsibilities to perform, but 
they preferred sitting on the 
fence. This is complete sab-
otage.”

Continuing, Uzodimma 
said: “There is nothing to 
gain by sabotaging the sys-
tem already put in place for 
the success of  a programme.

“Those who withheld re-
sources mapped out for elec-
tions or went to a corner to 
hide showed the highest lev-
el of  sabotage. They should 

to put the facts of  the matter 
straight to let the members of  
the PDP know the true posi-
tion of  the running mate of  
our guber candidate, Sir Okey 
Ahiwe. 

It is not the responsibility 
of  the State Working Com-
mittee, SWC of  the PDP to 
submit names of  candidates 
to the Independent National 
Electoral Commission, INEC 
but the responsibility of  the 
National Working Commit-
tee, NWC of  the Party. 

In this instance, the NWC 
of  the Party in its wisdom 
wrote a letter stating clearly 
that it mistakenly submitted 
the name of  Jasper Uche as 
the running mate to Okey 
Ahiwe and in the same letter 
stated that Phillip Okey Igwe 
remains the authentic running 
mate to Okey Ahiwe. That is 
what it is and there’s nothing 
any level of  desperation or 
arm twisting can do to change 
the position.

The Abia PDP State Work-
ing Committee, SWC, has 
had a very cordial working 
relationship with the NWC 

of  the PDP since its inaugura-
tion two years ago and is not 
about to usurp or attempt to 
usurp the functions/powers 
of  the NWC. 

For the avoidance of  doubts, 
there is no confusion in Abia 
PDP as is been insinuated 
in some quarters and made 
to flourish by some rumour 
mongers who probably have 
scores to settle with anybody 
within the Party. 

Eze Chikamnayo accused 
Abraham Amah of  delving 
into a matter that is subjudice 
but ended up describing the 
running mate of  the PDP gu-
ber candidate as a ‘toxic item’ 
with dual citizenship, without 
proof  from any court of  com-
petent jurisdiction. 

To drive home his mischief  
and desperation, he used the 
name of  a certain unknown 
media roundtable to sign 
off  one of  his press releases 
where he had nothing to say 
but project his jealousy and 
ill-wish for the authentic run-
ning mate of  the Party’s guber 
candidate.”

The statement went on, 
“Again, the Abia PDP main-
tains that there is no confusion 
in the Abia PDP as regards 
who is the deputy governor-
ship candidate of  the Party in 
the Saturday March 11, gu-
bernatorial election.  It is sur-
prising that Eze Chikamnayo 
who claims to be the Chair-
man of  the Media and Pub-
licity Committee of  the 2023 
Abia PDP Campaign Council 
has never for once since the 
inauguration of  the Commit-
tee made a single press release, 
press statement or press con-
ference to promote the candi-
dates of  the Party only for him 
to jump into the ship to make 
unsubstantiated claims that he 
knows nothing about. 

We call on members of  
the Abia PDP to disregard 
the infantile tantrums of  Eze 
Chikamnayo and work to 
support the victory of  our 
guber candidate Sir Okey 
Ahiwe and his running mate, 
Barr. Phillip Okey Igwe in the 
March 11, governorship elec-
tion.”

Chikamnayo, Okey Philip 
Igwe and Dr Jasper Uche all 
hail from the same Isuochi 
clan in  Umunneochi LGA of  
Abia State.

not sabotage themselves, 
because both God and gov-
ernment see such bad behav-
iour.”

On the State Assembly 
elections scheduled for 
March 11, Uzodimma ap-
pealed to the Imo people to 
come out and vote for their 
preferred candidates, instead 
of  being discouraged by the 
outcome of  the results of  the 
presidential and National 
Assembly elections.

Uzodimma said: “I en-
join you to be realistic at all 
times. Nigeria is a national 
project and there is every 
need to be part of  the feder-
ation.

“Government is about the 

people. You should not be 
discouraged because your 
preferred Presidential can-
didate or any other candi-
date for that matter did not 
win the last election. You 
should see reasons to come 
out and vote on Saturday.”

While promising that he 
will do his best to ensure 
that his party, the All Pro-
gressives Congress, APC, 
wins the election, he how-
ever, appealed to the party 
faithful, to devote time to or-
ganize the local government 
areas for the task ahead.

After congratulating all 
those who won in the last 
elections, Governor Uzod-
imma sought God’s inter-
vention in the inconclusive 
polls which would be con-
cluded this weekend.

INEC demands court varies inspection
order granted Atiku, Obi 

h e  I n d e p e n d e n t TNational Electoral 
C o m m i s s i o n  h a s 

a sked  the  Pre s iden t ia l 
Election Petition Court to 
vary the orders that were 
granted to the candidates of  
the Peoples Democratic 
Party and Labour Party, 
Atiku Abubakar and Peter 
Obi, respectively, to inspect 
materials used for the last 
presidential election.

INEC, in a motion on 

notice filed on March 4, is 
praying the court to vary the 
order which restrained it 
f r o m  t a m p e r i n g  w i t h 
mate r ia l s  used  fo r  the 
election.

The commission said it 
needed to reconfigure the 
Bimodal Voter Accreditation 
System for the next round of  
elections.

The appellate court had 
on March 3 granted leave to 
Atiku and Obi to inspect 

election materials used by 
INEC in the conduct of  the 
February 25 presidential 
election.

A panel of  the appellate 
court led by Justice Joseph 
I k y e g h  g r a n t e d  t h e 
permission following two 
s e p a r a t e  e x  p a r t e 
applications filed by Atiku 
and Obi, who came second 
and third respectively in the 
presidential election won by 
Asiwaju Bola Tinubu of  the 

All Progressives Congress.
In the application filed by 

t h e  c o m m i s s i o n ,  t h e 
commission is asking the 
court to vary the order to 
allow it to reconfigure its 
176,846 BVAS for the March 
11 governorship and state 
houses of  assembly elections.

Though, no date has 
however been f ixed for 
hearing of  the application.

A n  I N E C  s o u r c e 
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e 

a p p l i c a t i o n  b e c a m e 
necessary following the order 
res t ra ining INEC from 
t a m p e r i n g  w i t h  t h e 
information embedded in the 
BVAS machines until the due 
inspection was conducted 
and Certified True Copies of  
them were issued, noting that 
the  commiss ion  would 
require sufficient time to 
r e c o n f i g u r e  t h e  B VA S 
needed to conduct the polls.



I never opposed Peter Obi, Tinubu 
– Wike

Obi visits woman stabbed while
queuing to vote in Lagos
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Presidential election: Coalition of South East
CSOs demands cancellation
A 

coalition of  Civil 
Society Organisa-
tions, CSOs, in the 

South East under the aegis 
of  South East Network for 
Democracy and Accounta-
bility, SENDA, has added its 
voice to the call for the can-
cellation of  the Presidential 
election outcome.

The coalition made the de-
mand at a Press Conference 
in Enugu on Monday.

It alleged that the election 
fell short of  international 
standards and was not con-
ducted in compliance with 
the Electoral Act.

The group said the Inde-
pendent National Electoral 
Commission, INEC, failed 
the nation.

Addressing newsmen on 
behalf  of  SENDA, leader 
of  the Coalition, Comrade 

Emmanuel Acha said that 
the outcome of  the Presiden-
tial and National Assembly 
elections which took place 
on February 25, 2023, a day 
that commemorate exactly 
one year after the signing of  
the Electoral Act, 2022 as 
amended by President Mu-
hammadu Buhari has left 
many with questions beg-
ging for answers.

“This is why we are here 
today to grant this press con-
ference and our demand is 
that the election should be 
cancelled and a fresh one 
conducted,” he said.

Acha said the INEC was 
unable to fulfil its promis-
es to Nigerians and failed 
to adhere to the dictates of  
the Electoral Act, 2022, as 
amended.

“The Commission has 

been specifically blamed by 
stakeholders on issues of  
logistics; late arrival of  poll 
officials at their voting cen-
tres across the country, par-
ticularly in the Southern part 
of  Nigeria; failure to trans-
mit polling unit results to the 
INEC Result Viewing Portal 
(iRev); and voter intimida-
tion and suppression among 
others.

“We hereby agree with 
various national and inter-
national stakeholders that 
the just concluded elections 
lacked transparency and 
failed to achieve minimum 
standards of  electoral credi-
bility,” he said.

He said that Nigerian de-
mocracy can no longer be 
described as nascent, “hence 
no excuse can be justifiably 
adduced for the very obvi-

ous lapses witnessed so far in 
our elections since 1999 till 
date.”

He expressed displeasure 
that in spite the series of  as-
surances and reassurances 
by INEC as it relates to the 
deployment and use of  Bi-
modal Voter Accreditation 
System (BVAS) as well as the 
INEC Result Viewing Por-
tal in the general elections, 
INEC could not conduct a 

credible poll.
The group urged Nigerians 

not to be deterred by what 
happened during the elec-
tions, urging them to come 
out en masse to exercise their 
franchise during the forth-
coming governorship and 
House of  Assembly elec-
tions.

They equally called on the 
INEC to improve on its per-
formance, while urging the 

security agencies to ensure 
adequate security for the re-
maining polls.

“The IReV is one of  the 
innovations introduced by 
the Commission to ensure 
the integrity and credibility 
of  election results in Nigeria.

“It is therefore inconceiva-
ble that the Commission will 
turn-around and undermine 
its own innovations,” they 
lamented.

Gunmen kill another Police officer in Anambra

A 
policeman attached 
to Atani Police sta-
tion the Local Gov-

ernment Headquarters of  
Ogbaru Council Area of  
Anambra state has allegedly 
been shot dead by yet-to-be 

identified gunmen, while two 
others sustained various de-
grees of  injures.

The incident, according 
to eyewitnesses, occurred 
at between 4 and 5 p.m. on 
Saturday when the gunmen 

allegedly swooped on the 
policemen at the checkpoint 
close to Atani police station 
and opened fire on them.

It was gathered that the 
gunmen operating on two ve-
hicles they allegedly snatched 

P
residential candidate 
of  the Labour Party 
(LP), Peter Obi on 

Monday visited Mrs. Jen-
nifer Efidi, woman in viral 
video who was attacked by 
political thugs while queu-
ing to vote at her polling 
unit in Surulere, Lagos.

Efidi became a viral sen-
sation during the presiden-

tial election last week after 
she defied all odds to cast 
her vote despite being at-
tacked earlier.

During his visit to her in 
her home on Monday, Obi 
described her as “my point 
of  contact with every Nige-
rian who suffered a similar 
fate in their bid to exercise 
their voting rights, and con-
tribute to a new Nigeria.”

The presidential candi-
date shared picture from his 
visit to Efidi’s home via his 
verified Twitter. Narrating 
her experience after the inci-
dent; Efidi said: “I went out 
with my daughter to cast my 
vote at Dipo Olubi Street in 
Surulere, like every other 
Nigerian. 

“When I got there, I got 
verified and joined the 
queue waiting to vote. I lat-
er went to sit down because 
the line wasn’t moving due 
to some disorderly people 
smuggling themselves into 
it.

“After sitting for some 
time, some boys appeared, 
and they looked scary. It 
was obvious they didn’t 
come to vote. 

“They were not close to 
us at the time, but a bit away 
from where the queue was. 
The boys were discussing, 
and I could see that some 

people who knew them 
went to join them. 

“Meanwhile, the voting 
process was still ongoing. 
After about 45 minutes, I 
felt a huge impact on my 
face and heard the sound of  
a gunshot.

“To be sincere, I thought 
I had been shot. I thought 
the impact I felt on my face 
was from a bullet. People 
started running, and so I 
stood up, placed my hand 
on my face, and felt blood. 
I started screaming for help. 
People who saw me calling 
for help fled in the opposite 
direction.

“I later ran into the build-
ing where voting was taking 
place. Someone later came 
to help me by using a hand-
kerchief  to apply pressure 
to my face in an attempt to 
stop the bleeding. We re-
mained inside the building 
until the boys left. 

“I was later able to receive 
first aid treatment from a 
nearby nurse. In the video 
that went viral, you will see 
her giving me an injection 
to stop the bleeding. 

“I was then taken to a 
nearby hospital, where 
the cuts on my face were 
stitched. I suffered deep 
cuts.”

G
overnor Nyesom 
Wike of  Rivers State 
has claimed that he 

never opposed the presiden-
tial candidates of  the Labour 
Party, LP, Peter Obi and 
Bola Tinubu of  the All Pro-
gressives Congress, APC, 
during the presidential cam-
paign.

Wike explained that he 
stood for power rotation 
from the North to the South-
ern part of  the country; 
hence he never opposed 
Tinubu or Obi.

The governor said he was 
an “apostle” of  the power 
shift to the southern region 
of  Nigeria.

He spoke at the commis-
sioning of  Chokocho-Igbo-
do Road in the Etche Local 
Government Area of  Rivers 

State.
The governor stressed that 

he owed nobody an apology 
for supporting power rota-
tion to the South.

“Whether you voted for 
Labour, I have no problem 
with you. Whether you vot-
ed for APC, I have no prob-
lem with you. That is what 
we have argued for: that the 
north has had it for eight 
years. Therefore the south 
must be there for eight years.

 “As far as I am concerned, 
anybody from the south, that 
is my position. That is what 
we agreed in the Integrity 
Group that we must make 
sure that the south emerges 
as the next President of  the 
Federal Republic of  Nigeria.

“Each time I went for a 
campaign, nobody has ever 

heard me criticise Obi. No-
body has ever heard me crit-
icize Asiwaju. I owe nobody 
any apology that people vot-
ed for the southern presiden-
cy,” he said.

Prior to the 2023 presiden-
tial election, Wike had ig-
nored the Peoples Democrat-
ic Party, PDP, presidential 
candidate, Atiku Abubakar.

Wike and his group, Integ-
rity group, had clamoured 
for rotation of  the presidency 
from the North to the South.

The governor also called 
for the resignation of  the 
PDP National Chairman, 
Iyorchia Ayu, to be replaced 
with a Southerner.

He noted that the North 
can’t produce PDP’s presi-
dential candidate and Na-
tional Chairman.

from some victims had on ap-
proaching the police check-
point, opened fire on them 
and killed one instantly, while 
two others sustained injuries 
before the hoodlums alleged-
ly zoomed off  with the corpse 
and firearm of  the deceased 
policeman.

Some unknown gunmen 
had few months ago, attacked 
the Atani police station, killed 
a female police officer and set 
the station ablaze.

The state police public rela-
tions officer, DSP Tochukwu 
Ikenga could not be reached 
on phone as he could not 
respond to his calls as at the 
time of  filing this report.

The killing spree according 
to reports targeted primarily 
at  security officials in Anam-
bra State have resumed. This 
is following a lull in the peri-
od leading up to the presiden-
tial elections and shortly after 
the announcement of  the re-
sults of  the said election.

Group urges APC to zone Senate Presidency to South East to quell agitation

A 
support group 
of  the governing 
All Progressives 

Congress, APC Youths 
Sentinel has advised the 
national leadership of  the 
party to zone the office of  
the Senate President of  the 
10th Senate to the South-
east geopolitical zone to 
reduce the separatist agi-
tation in the region. The 
group said this has be-
come important in order 
to do justice to the political 
agreement between the 

North and the South, and 
to enhance national inte-
gration. In a statement on 
Monday in Abuja by the 
Southeast Coordinator of  
the group, Mr. Brown Agu-
nanne, the group said that, 
in line with the resolutions 
of  the Progressives Gover-
nors Forum of  the party 
that power should swap 
between the North and the 
South, the Office of  the 
Senate President should 
naturally be zoned to the 
Southeast, since the outgo-
ing occupant of  the office 

hails from the Northeast 
geopolitical zone.

The group noted that in 
the South, the Southwest 
produced the Vice Presi-
dent and Speaker for the 
outgoing administration 
but now has the Presi-
dent-elect.

The South-South already 
has the office of  the Depu-
ty Senate President while 
the Southeast only has the 
Senate Chief  Whip despite 
being one of  largest ethnic 
groups in the country.

LP Presidential candidate, Peter Obi visits Lagos woman stabbed while queuing to vote in 
the February 25 Presidential poll.
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Editorial

he theme for International Women's TDay, 8 March 2023 (IWD 2023) is, 
“ D i g i t A L L :  I n n ova t i o n  a n d 

technology for gender equality”. This theme 
is aligned with the priority theme for the 
upcoming 67th Session of the Commission 
on the Status of  Women (CSW-67), 
“Innovation and technological change, and 
education in the digital age for achieving 
gender equality and the empowerment of all 
women and girls”.  

The United Nations Observance of IWD 
recognizes and celebrates the women and 
girls who are championing the advancement 
of transformative technology and digital 
education. IWD 2023 will explore the impact 
of  the digital gender gap on widening 
economic and social inequalities. The event 
will also spotlight the importance of 
protecting the rights of women and girls in 
digital spaces and addressing online and 
ICT-facilitated gender-based violence.

Bringing women and other marginalized 
groups into technology results in more 
creative solutions and has greater potential 
for innovations that meet women's needs and 
promote gender equality. Their lack of 
inclusion, by contrast, comes with massive 
costs: as per UN Women's Gender Snapshot 
2022 report, women's exclusion from the 
digital world has shaved $1 trillion from the 
gross domestic product of low- and middle-
income countries in the last decade—a loss 
that will grow to $1.5 trillion by 2025 
without action. Reversing this trend will 
require tackling the problem of  online 
violence, which a study of 51 countries 
revealed 38 per cent of women had personally 
experienced.

A gender-responsive approach to 
innovation, technology and digital education 
can increase the awareness of women and 
girls regarding their rights and civic 
engagement. Advancements in digital 
technology offer immense opportunities to 
address development and humanitarian 
challenges, and to achieve the 2030 Agenda's 
S u s t a i n a b l e  D e ve l o p m e n t  G o a l s . 
Unfortunately, the opportunities of the 
digital revolution also present a risk of 
perpetuating existing patterns of gender 
inequality. Growing inequalities are 
becoming increasingly evident in the context 
of digital skills and access to technologies, 
with women being left behind as the result of 
this digital gender divide. The need for 
inclusive and transformative technology and 
digital education is therefore crucial for a 
sustainable future.

The United Nations Observance of 
International Women's Day under the 
theme, “DigitALL: Innovation and 
technology for gender equality”, will be 
marked by a high-level event on Wednesday, 
8 March 2023, 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. EST. The 
event will bring together technologists, 
innovators, entrepreneurs, and gender 
equality activists to provide an opportunity 

to highlight the role of all stakeholders in 
improving access to digital tools and be 
followed by a high-level panel discussion and 
musical performances.

International Women's Day's emergence 
is owed to the labor movements that 
happened in North America and Europe at 
the turn of the 20th century.

UNESCO notes that the Socialist Party 
of America celebrated the first National 
Women's Day on February 28, 1909, in 
honor of  the New York 1908 garment 
workers' strike in which women demanded 
change against brutal working situations.

In Russia, women protested and staged a 
strike under the slogan "Bread and Peace" on 
the last Sunday in February 1917, ultimately 
leading to women's suffrage in Russia.

In 1945, the Charter of the United 
Nations became the first international 
agreement that underlined the principle of 
equality between women and men, while in 
1975, coinciding with International 
Women's Year, the UN celebrated its first 
Official International Women's Day on 
March 8th.

Two years later, in December 1977, the 
General Assembly declared a United Nations 
Day for Women's Rights and International 
Peace, to be celebrated on any day of the year 
by Member States under their historical and 
national traditions.

Furthermore, a survey of  women 
journalists from 125 countries found that 73 
per cent had suffered online violence in the 
course of their work.  A global analysis of 
133 AI systems across industries found that 
44.2 per cent demonstrate gender bias. 
Women make up only 22 per cent of artificial 
intelligence workers globally.  

Today, a persistent gender gap in digital 
access keeps women from unlocking 
t e c h n o l o g y ' s  f u l l  p o t e n t i a l .  T h e i r 
underrepresentation in STEM education and 
careers remains a major barrier to their 
participation in tech design and governance. 
And the pervasive threat of online gender-
based violence—coupled with a lack of legal 
recourse—too often forces them out of the 
digital spaces they do occupy.  

At the same time, digital technology is 
o p e n i n g  n ew  d o o r s  f o r  t h e  g l o b a l 
empowerment of women, girls and other 
marginalized g roups.  From gender-
responsive digital learning to tech-facilitated 
sexual and reproductive healthcare, the 
digital age represents an unprecedented 
opportunity to eliminate all forms of 
disparity and inequality.   

We are therefore calling on governments, 
activists and the private sector alike to power 
on in their efforts to make the digital world 
safer, more inclusive and more equitable. 
Facing a multiplicity of global crises, we have 
a chance to create a better future; not just for 
women and girls, but for all humanity and all 
life on Earth.
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Opinion

O
n Friday March 3, 2023, 
the nation waited with 
bated breath for the 

Supreme Court, the crowning 
glory and head of  Nigeria's 
judicial system. The apex court is 
populated with leaders of  the 
judiciary, starting from the 
Honourable the Chief  Justice of  
the Federation, who also heads 
the National Judicial Council. It 
had been a long wait indeed, 
essentially because on February 
8, 2023, the Supreme Court gave 
a lifeline to the suffering masses 
of  our people when it issued an 
order for the old N200, N500 and 
N1000 notes to continue to 
circulate alongside the new 
n o t e s .  B u t  t h e  f e d e r a l 
government and the Central 
Bank of  Nigeria would have 
none of  it, insisting that the old 
N500 and N1000 notes were 
gone forever as they had ceased 
to be legal tender.

In a national broadcast that 
challenged the independence of  
the judicial arm of  government, 
the President as head of  the 
executive countermanded the 
order of  the Supreme Court by 
directing the CBN to issue out 
only the old N200 notes. Thus, it 
became clear to all that the 
executive arm was on a collision 
course with the judiciary, but 
most people supported the Naira 
redesign policy because of  its 
positive impact to curtail vote 
buying and reduce the menace of  
corruption across the land. Since 
2015 when this administration 
was inaugurated, it has had a 
running battle with judges, 
lawyers and indeed the entire 
legal  profession, premised 
mainly on the desire to arm twist 
the due process of  law. In a 
manner reminiscent of  the 
gestapo tactics of  forceful 
annexation, law enforcement 
agents stormed the houses of  
judges in the middle of  the night 
to capture serving judicial 
officers, who were all treated like 
common criminals. The head of  
the judiciary himself  was booted 
out of  office based upon an ex-
parte order and the home of  
another senior judicial officer 
was invaded by faceless persons 
in an alleged sting operation. The 
message would then seem to be 
clear enough that the judiciary 
had no independence.

The History of  Nigerian 
Judiciary

The judiciary became more 
entrenched as  par t  of  the 
foundation of  the creation of  
Nigeria, due to the Sir Henry 
Willink Commission of  Inquiry 

report, detailing the means of  
addressing the fears expressed by 
the minority ethnic groups, post-
independence. Assuredly, there 
will always be one dispute or the 
other, in any human endeavor or 
existence. With their over-
bloated population and size, the 
majority ethnic groups could 
always boast of  electoral victory 
to form the cabinet and also 
majority in the parliament, any 
day, through which they would 
cont inue to  dominate  the 
minority groups. It was then 
resolved to establish a strong 
judicial system, capable of  
intervening in any dispute 
between persons and persons, 
persons and governments or 
indeed any other authority. This 
partly accounts for the reason 
w h y  t h e  j u d i c i a r y  w a s 
established as an independent 
a n d  a u t o n o m o u s  a r m  o f  
government, to be strong enough 
to look anyone in the eye, to be 
s t r o n g  e n o u g h  t o  d a m n 
oppressive policies and strike 
down all manners of  injustice. 
This worked well for some time, 
until the military emerged with 
absolute powers and decrees, 
through which the powers of  the 
courts were circumscribed and at 
times suspended, outrightly. But 
even under the military, the 
judiciary remained the only arm 
of  government that could not be 
dissolved totally, unlike the 
parliament and the executive. No 
government has been so brutish 
and damning, as to outrightly 
sack the courts; we have never 
had it so bad and we pray not to 
ever have such malady, in our 
time. What we are witnessing 
currently portends a bad omen 
for our nation, if  the decision of 
the apex court is to be treated 

with such levity as we are 
presently witnessing. It is now 
five clear days after the final 
judgment of  the Supreme Court 
directing the circulation of  all 
the old Naira notes but the 
f e d e r a l  g ove r n m e n t  h a s 
pretended as if  the judgment 
does not exist at all.

The Role of the Judiciary
What then is the problem 

with the judiciary? It insists on 
the rule of  law, the rule of  
prescr ipt ion,  the  r u le  of  
certainty, the rule of  fairness 
and the rule of  equity and 
equality. The judiciary abhors 
all forms of  impunity, by which 
arbitrariness and unequal 
appl icat ion of  r u les  and 
regulations become the norm 
of  human behavior. In this 
regard therefore, everyone in 
the judiciary is a potential 
threat to and target of  the 
executive arm of  government, 
represented by the President or 
G o ve r n o r,  M i n i s t e r s  o r 
Commissioners, police officers, 
law enforcement agencies, 
public officers, civil servants, 
h e a d s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t 
parastatals and other agencies. 
They mostly would love to bend 
the rules, when their vested 
interests are at stake, which 
i nva r i a b l y  s e t s  t h e m  i n 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e 
judiciary. In 1986, the judiciary 
looked at the ugly face of  
impunity and thundered down 
against executive lawlessness in 
the famous case of  Governor of  
Lagos State v Ojukwu. And the 
heavens did not fall. Later on in 
the case of  Fawehinmi v 
Abacha, in the thick of  military 
dictatorship, the Honourable 
Justice Dahiru Musdapha 
while then presiding at the 

Lagos Division of  the Court of  
Appea l  s t r uck  down the 
infamous Decree No. 2 of  1984, 
which was the instrument of  
detention of  citizens. In the life 
of  this present administration, 
operatives of  the Department 
of  State Security stormed the 
Federal High Court in Abuja in 
a failed kidnap attempt of  the 
presidential candidate of  the 
African Action Congress, 
Comrade Omoyele Sowore, 
whilst still in disobedience of  
the order granting him bail. 
When the judge gave the DSS 
twenty-fours to release Sowore, 
the government knew at once 
that the game was over and 
Sowore was indeed released.

Membership of  the Bench is 
a special calling, not meant for 
the ordinary human being, 
given to the usual emotions and 
fancies. The judge is meant to 
be a special breed, above board, 
sober, conservative, moderate 
in all things and without any 
flair for extravagance or such 
worldly cravings. The eyes of  
the judge are blind to status, 
position or extraneous factors 
and they seek to do justice to all 
manner of  people without fear 
or favour. The judge is kept 
away from society and from 
open fraternity and affiliation, 
because some of  their cases 
may end up in his court one day. 
In return for these manifold 
deprivations, society accords 
him digni ty,  honour  and 
reverence and calls him “My 
Lord”, being the next person to 
God in terms of  power and 
authority. In addition, the State 
undertakes to pick up his bills 
and guarantee him a secured 
tenure of  office and a worthy 
life of  retirement, after the 

Bench. But this has not been the 
c a s e  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t 
administration, which has 
m o r e  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r 
g o v e r n m e n t  b e f o r e  i t 
undermined the independence 
and authority of  the judiciary. 
No other time has the affront to 
the judiciary been so blatantly 
demonstrated than the present 
disobedience to the f inal 
judgment of  the Supreme Court 
given on March 3, 2023 on the 
old Naira notes. The summary 
of  the judgment goes as follows:

The Defendants ought not 
to be heard when they have 
refused to obey the orders of  the 
H o n o u r a b l e  C o u r t .  T h e 
disobedience of  the orders of  
the Court is a sign of  the failure 
of  rule of  law. This suit has 
merit and the following reliefs 
were granted in favour of  the 
Plaintiffs:

The demonetisation policy 
is inconsistent with the CBN 
Act. 2. A declaration that the 
President  cannot make a 
unilateral  policy without 
carrying the Plaintiffs along. 3. 
In issuing the policy, the 
President is under an obligation 
to carry the National Council 
of  States along. 4. The policy 
has impeded the functions of  
State governments. 5. The 
directive of  the President is 
illegal. 6. The old N200, N500 
and N1000 versions of  the 
Naira notes shall continue to be 
legal tender with the new Naira 
notes until 31st December, 
2023.

The above decision says that 
there is failure of  the rule of  law 
and that the President acted 
illegally. That illegality has 
c o n t i n u e d  a n d  i s  s t i l l 
continuing. It was reported that 
the federal government is 
considering applying to the 
Supreme Court to set aside its 
judgment. I hope this remains a 
report in the media and that the 
day will never come when the 
executive will be allowed to 
trample upon the Courts, hold 
judges to ransom and then turn 
around to rejoice in their 
humiliation. Nigerians look up 
to the Courts for deliverance 
f r o m  t h e  s t r o n g h o l d  o f  
impunity and lawlessness. We 
expect the Supreme Court and 
indeed all Courts in Nigeria to 
stand firm in defence of  the 
judiciary. Let the judiciary 
wake up and assert its authority 
under the Constitution, the 
maxim being fiat justitia ruat 
caelum (let justice be done, 
though the heavens fall).

Wednesday 8 - Thursday 9 March, 2023 

Awake, O Judiciary!
By Ebun-Olu Adegboruwa SAN

Thus, it became clear to all that the executive arm was on a 
collision course with the judiciary, but most people supported 

the Naira redesign policy because of  its positive impact to 
curtail vote buying and reduce the menace of  corruption 
across the land. Since 2015 when this administration was 

inaugurated, it has had a running battle with judges, lawyers 
and indeed the entire legal profession, premised mainly on the 

desire to arm twist the due process of  law.

“
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PDP Presidential candidate Atiku Abubakar with the party’s leadership in protest over the outcome of February 25th presidential 
election at INEC headquarters in Abuja on Monday.

Court restrains IGP, DSS, Ebonyi CP 
from arresting APGA guber candidate

A 
High Court sitting in 
Imo State has given 
an order of  interim 

injunction restraining the 
Inspector General of  Police, 
IGP Usman Baba Alkali, 
Commissioner of  Police, 
Ebonyi State, CP Sunday 
Olaleye and the Department 
of  State Security (DSS) or 
its agents from arresting the 
governorship candidate of  
the All Progressives Grand 
Alliance (APGA) in Ebonyi 
State, Prof  Benard Odoh.

Justice I.M. Njaka gave 
the order on 3rd of  March, 
2023, in a motion Ex – parte 
brought before the Orlu judi-
cial division of  the Imo State 
High Court by Prof  Odoh.

“Upon reading the motion 
Ex part dated on the 1 day of  
March, 2023 and filed on 2nd 
March, 2023 Brought pur-
suant to sections 34, 35 and 
41 of  the 1999 Constitution 
of  the Federal Republic of  
Nigeria (as amended) order 
11 Rules 1,2,3,4 and 5, order 
iv Rules 3, 4 and order xi of  
thee Fundamental Right (En-
forcement Procedure) Rules 
2009 and under the inherent 

jurisdiction of  this Honora-
ble Court. Together with 20 
paragraphed affidavit in sup-
ported of  the motion paper 
and written address of  the 
counsel.

“And After hearing the 
submission of  C.K. OKO-
RIE SAN for the Plaintiff  /
Applicant.

“THE COURT HEREBY 
ORDERS AS FOLLOWS:- 
An order of  interim injunc-
tion is made restraining 
the Respondents, either by 
themselves or through their 
agents, workmen, staff  or 
security men, police officers 
from further attempting to 
arrest or detain or inviting the 
Applicant pending the hear-
ing and determination of  the 
substantive application.

“An order of  interim in-
junction restraining is made 
the Respondents either by 
themselves or through their 
agents, workmen, staff  or 
security men, police officers 
from taking further steps or 
staying all actions in con-
nection with the substantive 
application pending the hear-
ing and determination of  the 

substantive application,” the 
Court ordered.

Professor Odoh through 
his lawyer, C.K Okorie SAN, 
had filed a motion Ex parte 
dated the 1st day of  March, 
2023, and filed on 2nd 
March, 2023, brought pur-
suant to sections 34, 35 and 
41 of  the 1999 Constitution 
of  the Federal Republic of  
Nigeria (as amended) order 
11 Rules 1,2,3,4 and 5, order 
iv Rules 3, 4 and order Xi of  
the Fundamental Right (En-
forcement Procedure) Rules 
2009 and under the inherent 
jurisdiction of  this Honora-
ble Court.

This matter was adjourned 
to 8th day of  March 2023, for 
report of  service/hearing.

Recall that Ebonyi govern-
ment had ordered the Nige-
ria Police to Arrest anyone 
suspected to have hands in 
the murder of  the tradition-
al ruler of  Umuezeokaoha 
Community, HRH Eze Ig-
boke Ewa.

The deceased Monarch 
was killed by unknown 
gunmen last week Monday 
night.

Following the murder of  
the Monarch, the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) in 
the State petitioned security 
agencies and accused APGA 
Guber Candidate, Professor 
Bernard Odoh who hails 
from same community with 
the Monarch of  being behind 
the incident.

But Odoh had in a state-
ment denied having any link 
with the murder of  the Mon-
arch.

On Monday, the 6th day of  
March, 2023, the matter took 
another dimension as the Eb-
onyi State Police Command 
declared Professor Bernard 
Odoh and nine others want-
ed over the murder of  the 
Monarch.

Other suspects apart from 
the APGA candidate, in-
clude: Samuel Onyekachi 
Aligwe, Peter Orogwu (aka 
one boy), Chukwudi Aliewa 
(aka Ezza), Chika Ezealig-
bo, Nnaemeka Egede (aka 
Champaign), Nnabuike 
Okohu, Ogobuchi Agbom 
(aka Okiri), Nonso Obasi 
and Ikechukwu Nwoba (aka 
Solid).

Mbaike rerun: LP candidate, 
Uche Ogbuagu raises alarm over
intimidation, thuggery, rigging 
By Grace Ofurum

T
he Federal  House of  
Representatives Can-
didate for Labour 

party Hon. Uche Ogbuagu 
has lamented over  gross mis-
conduct, Electoral fruad and 
intimidation that marred the 
last presidential and National 
Assembly elections held on  
25th February 2023  in the 
constituency which led to the 
declaration of  the election as 
Inconclusive by INEC.

Addressing newsmen in 
his Akabo Country home, 
Ogbuagu, disclosed that 
inspite of  the electoral mal-
practice that took place dur-
ing the election, he still leads 
with over 17, 000 votes, while 
the next person got less than 
12,000 votes, he noted that 
the election was declared in-
conclusive since voting did 
not take place in some booths 
while some were cancelled 
because of  irregularities and 
violence.

The Labour party Can-
didate therefore called on 
INEC and the security agen-
cies to ensure a free and fair 
elections during the forth-
coming rerun election that 
will be conducted in over 38 
poling units across Ikeduru/
Mbaitolu Federal constitu-
ency comes up on March 11 
alongside the House of  As-
sembly elections.

Ogbuagu raises concern 
over the intimidation by yet 
to be Identified Security men 
and other elements that were 

used to intimidate and coarse 
people into voting for an  
APC Candidate who is bent 
on winning the election by 
all means without letting the 
people’s choice to prevail.

Ogbuagu revealed of  a 
particular ward in Ikeduru 
where the number of  reg-
istered voters was 1382  as 
copied by INEC Portal but 
discovered the figure was 
falsified to 10,382 which the 
Electoral officer confirmed as 
a mistake.

Ogbuagu confirmed to 
newsmen that some of  the 
electorate in the constituency 
were beaten up and assualted 
in the full glare of  the masses.

He therefore forewarned 
against further irregularities 
in the rerun and urged the 
people from the constituen-
cy to still come out enmasse 
to excercise their franchise 
without fear of  further intim-
idation.

Ogbuagu affirmed of  his 
readiness to participate in 
the election while reeling out 
some of  his achievements 
as a Lawmaker represent-
ing Ikeduru at the Imo state 
House of  Assembly.

Ogbuagu maintained that 
he remains the Candidate to 
go into the 10th Assembly 
having over 68 verifiable peo-
ple oriented projects and sev-
eral bills and motions credit-
ed to him .

As the rerun elections 
comes up, he therefore calls 
for investigation into the 
identity and the genuiness

 of  some armed men and 
the posting of  over 25 armed 
officers assigned to an Indi-
vidual in the constituency 
which uses same to harass 
and intimate the masses.

He also called for some 
check by the security agen-
cies in the State to forestall 
plans made  ahead to frus-
trate and rig the election in 
favour of  APC.
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INEC presents Certificates Of Return to Senators-elect
h e  I n d e p e n d e n t TNational Electoral 
Commission (INEC) 

on Tuesday issued Certificates 
of  Return to winners of  the 
February 25, 2023 Senatorial 
elections in Nigeria

The Chairman of  INEC, 
Mahmood Yakubu made the 
presentation at the National 
C o l l a t i o n  C e n t r e  ( t h e 
International Conference 
Centre) in Abuja.

Yakubu had on Saturday 
said winners were declared for 
4 2 3  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e a t s , 
indicating that supplementary 
elections would be conducted 
in 46 other constituencies.

The elected legislators 
include 98 out of  109 Senate, 
and 325 out of  360 House of  
Representatives seats. Seven 
parties won in the Senate, 
while eight parties won House 
of  Representatives seats.

H o u s e  o f  

Representatives-elect are 
expected to receive theirs on 
Wednesday at the same venue.

I n  t e r m s  o f  p a r t y 
representation for the 10th 
Assembly, the INEC chief  
said APC won 57 Senate 
seats; the PDP, 29; LP, 6; SDP, 
2; NNPP, 2; YPP, 1; and 
APGA, 1. For the lower 
chamber, the electoral chair 
said the APC has 162 seats; 
PDP, 102; LP, 34; NNPP, 18; 
APGA, 4; ADC, 2; SDP, 2; 
YPP, 1.

Recall that after over 20 
years of  its formation, pro-
w o r k e r s  p o l i t i c a l 
organisation, Labour Party 
(LP) seems to be gradually 
m a k i n g  i n r o a d s  i n t o 
mainstream politics as the 
party has got six Senate and 34 
House of  Representatives 
seats in the February 25 
National Assembly (NASS) 
elections.

Relatively obscure in the 
political arena before now, LP, 
which was previously known 
as  the  Par ty  for  Soc ia l 

he chieftain of  the All TProgressives Congress, 
A P C ,  Fe m i  F a n i -

Kayode, has said his party 
APC will not allow the Labour 
Par ty,  LP,  gover norship 
candidate in Lagos State, 
Gbadebo Rhodes-Vivour to 
hand over the state to Igbos.

Kayode said this in a post 
on his official Twitter handle 
in Monday

In  the  pos t ,  Kayode 
questioned the attitudinal 
character and personality of  
t h e  L a b o u r  P a r t y 

Democracy (PSD), gained 
unprecedented popularity 
with what has been described 
by many as the Peter Obi 

gover nor sh ip  cand ida te 
Rhodes Vivour insisting that 
the Labour Party candidate is 
not aware of  the sufferings of  
Igbos in Lagos.

The Statement Reads;
 “I have respect for the 

Rhodes-Vivour family, one of  
t h e  o l d e s t  a n d  m o s t 
distinguished indegenous 
families of  Lagos state, but 
what their son Gbadebo, the 
Labour Party Governorship 
candidate for Lagos state, has 
turned into is embarrassing.

“How can such a well 

phenomenon. The milestone 
of  LP in the just-concluded 
elections for the red and green 
chambers is no doubt credited 

brought up and distinguished 
young man be one of  those 
that joined the mob to burn 
buses during the Endsars riots?

“How can he be one of  
those that turns his back on his 
own Yoruba people, hero 
worship secessionists like 
Emeka Odumgwu Ojukwu 
and conspire to hand over 
Lagos to the Igbo. Can any 
Igbo man do that for a Yoruba 
in the East?

 “Is he aware of  what the 
Yoruba were subjected to in 
parts of  the east during the just 

to the fame and acceptance of  
the party's flag bearer by an 
overwhelming youth majority 
known as 'Obidients'.

c o n c l u d e d  p r e s i d e n t i a l 
election?

 “Does  he  know the 
number of  Igbos that were 
killed, tortured and whose 
homes were burnt in the east 
simply because they dared to 
vote for Asiwaju Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu, a Yoruba man?

“I love the Igbo and I 
believe in a plural society 
which welcomes all ethnic 
nationalities and creeds but to 
hand Lagos over to them as a 
way of  compensating them for 
their past woes is absurd.

We can't allow Labour Party candidate
handover Lagos to Igbos – Fani-Kayode



Congratulate Tinubu or face humiliation in 
Court – Joe Igbokwe to Peter Obi
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J
oe Igbokwe an APC 
chieftain has advised 
the presidential candi-

date of  Labour Party in just 
concluded February 25 pres-
idential election Peter Obi 
to withdraw his suit against 
the presidential candidate of  
APC Asiwaju Bola Tinubu 
challenging his election as the 
president-elect as declared by 
INEC.

Joe Igbokwe gave this ad-
vice on Sunday when he 
appeared on a Channels Tel-
evision program “Sunday 
Politics.

According to Igbokwe, “Pe-
ter Obi has vowed to set the 

country on fire by challenging 
the victory of  Tinubu.

He further advised Peter 
Obi to congratulate Peter Obi 
or face a humiliation of  his 
life in court.

Joe Igbokwe said”The Pres-
idential Candidate of  the La-
bour Party, Mr Peter Obi has 
vowed to set Nigeria on fire 
by challenging the glorious 
victory of  out candidate Asi-
waju Bola Ahmed Tinubu.

 “Peter Obi should call Asi-
waju now and congratulate 
him if  he still wants to be 
politically relevant in Nigeria 
again.

“This is the freest and fair-

est election so far in history 
of  Nigeria where citizens 
through their PVC’s collec-
tively choose Asiwaju Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu to become 
their President by massively 
voting for him and someone 
who is an infant in the Nige-
rian political terrain wants to 
upturn the will of  the mass.

“He should meet us in 
court and face the highest hu-
miliation and disgrace he has 
never seen in his entire life.

“Nobody is hearing Obidi-
ents again because the Obidi-
ots mannerless kids have been 
retired politically,” he said.

Man stabbed to death over N1,600 in Anambra

T
he police in Ogidi, 
Idemili North Local 
Government Area, 

Anambra State, have alleg-
edly staged a man hunt for 
three suspects who alleged-
ly stabbed one Chikodili, to 
death, with a broken bottle, 
over sharing formula for 
N1600, given to them.

It was gathered that the 
deceased, a scrap dealer at 
Tarzan junction axis, along 
Onitsha/Enugu expressway, 
Nkpor, Idemili North Local 
Government Area, hailed 
from Ebonyi State, while his 
assailants, who also deal in 
scraps, hail from Enugu State.

According to an eyewitness 
who pleaded anonymity, the 
deceased and his assailants, 
earlier had a prolonged heat-
ed argument in their place of  
work over the sharing formu-
la of  the said money which 

prompted the intervention of  
a master trader that resolved 
the crisis.

However, as the resolution 
did not go down well with 
the assailants, some hours lat-
er they reportedly invited the 
deceased to a drinking spree, 
aimed at luring him to deal 
decisively with him.

The deceased was said to 
have ignored the invitation 
knowing full well that they 
still want to harm him be-
cause the resolution was not 
in their favour.

It was learnt that the bub-
ble burst occurred when they 
eventually caught him on 
his bike, same day, held him 
tight while on his bike, as one 
stabbed him on his neck and 
head with a broken bottle, he 
immediately slumped and the 
assailants fled.

The corpse of  the deceased 

has been deposited at Iyi-
Enu hospital morgue, Ogidi, 
by the police who reported-
ly have concluded arrange-
ments for autopsy.

Wailing and crying when 
met in her residence at Nk-
por, mother to the deceased 
demanded for justice adding 
that the assailants just wasted 
her son for nothing.

Confirming the incident, 
the Ogidi Divisional Police 
Officer, DPO, at Ogidi, Mr 
Sani Ahmed, (CSP), who 
simply confirmed the in-
cident, said they have em-
barked on man hunt for the 
assailants.

“None of  the suspects has 
been arrested, we have com-
menced man hunt for the 
fleeing assailants. We will get 
them, the corpse of  the de-
ceased has been deposited in 
the morgue,” he affirmed.

2023 Presidency: We didn’t congratulate Tinubu - Ohanaeze

T
he Ohaneze Ndigbo 
Worldwide has denied 
media reports claiming 

that it applauded the results of  
the elections for the National 
Assembly and president.

Speaking on Monday in 
Awka, the capital of  An-
ambra State, Chief  Damian 
Okeke-Ogene, Vice President 
of  Ohaneze Ndigbo, claimed 
that Ohaneze Ndigbo had not 

congratulated any candidates 
in the election.

Okeke-Ogene made it plain 
that the Organization was 
sticking by its prior declara-
tion that it disapproved of  the 
way the exercise was carried 
out and its results and sup-
ported political parties that 
were peacefully contesting the 
results within the bounds of  
the law.

He urged Nigerians and the 
general public to disregard 
statements and reports from 
those he described as faceless 
individuals who he allegedly 
used the name of  the Ohaneze 
Ndigbo to pursue selfish and 
inordinate interests.

He explained that Ohan-
eze Ndigbo Worldwide had 
only one leadership led by the 
late Professor George Obio-
zor elected by the seven Ig-
bo-speaking states and urged 
the media to always confirm 
sources of  reports credited to 
the Ohanaeze Ndigbo before 
publication to checkmate the 
antics of  self-seeking individ-
uals. 

The Ohanaeze VP who re-
gretted that the Independent 
National Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC) had demoralised 
and dashed the hope of  the 
people, enjoined Nigerians 
not to be discouraged by the 
conduct of  the Presidential 
and National Assembly elec-
tions and come out en-masse 
on Saturday to elect credible 
candidates in the governorship 
and state Assembly elections.

Soludo: I have no plans to assassinate Obi

A
nambra State Gover-
nor Charles Soludo 
has countered the al-

legation linking him to a plot 
on the life of  Peter Obi.

The businessman and for-
mer Anambra governor is the 
presidential candidate of  the 
Labour Party, LP.

A viral message on social 
media alleged the one time 
Central Bank of  Nigeria Gov-
ernor had been contracted to 
eliminate Obi.

The information said a 
helicopter entered Awka by 
1:30am and took Soludo to 
a secret meeting at the Imo 
Government House in Ow-

erri.
“The agenda is Obi and 

how to stop him physical-
ly, politically and otherwise. 
Soludo was given $5million 
and Soludo promised to elim-
inate Peter Obi..” it claimed.

On Monday in Awka, Solu-
do’s Press Secretary, Chris 
Aburime stated that the gov-
ernor would never collude to 
harm any lawful citizen.

The spokesperson said 
despite political differences, 
Soludo was a brother and 
friend of  Obi as well as “the 
father of  all”.

“He has a good heart to-

INEC suspends Resident Electoral 
Commissioner

T
he Independent Na-
tional Electoral Com-
mission (INEC) has 

suspended the Resident Elec-
toral Commissioner (REC) 
in Sokoto State, Dr Nura Ali, 
with immediate effect.

The suspension was an-
nounced in a letter signed by 
INEC’s Secretary, Rose Or-
laran-Anthony, on Monday 
addressed to both the Resi-
dent Electoral Commissioner 
and the Administrative Secre-
tary in the state.

According to the letter, Dr 

Nura Ali has been directed to 
stay away from the Commis-
sion’s office in Sokoto State 
until further notice.

While the reason for the 
suspension was not explicitly 
stated, it was gathered that the 
decision may not be uncon-
nected to the allegations of  
irregularities in the just-con-
cluded election in the state.

The Administrative Secre-
tary, Hajiya Aliyu Kangiwa, 
has been instructed to take 
full charge of  INEC in Soko-
to State.

wards everybody. I am sur-
prised that people can concoct 
this type of  blackmail against 
him,” Soludo said.

“There is no iota of  truth…
he did not go to Owerri and 
he was not offered money to 
harm anyone, not even his 
brother, an illustrious son of  
Anambra.”

 Aburime said the governor 
wishes the LP flagbearer well 
and appreciates Anambra 
voters “for supporting him 
massively”. The aide recalled 
Soludo predicted Obi’s victo-
ry in the state, adding that the 
calm atmosphere during the 
election “speaks a lot” about 
his peaceful nature.

President Buhari delivers his address at the Plenary Session of the 5th United Nations 
Conference on the Least Developed Countries (LCDs).

Gov'ship poll: IGP meets CPs, others behind
closed-doors

h e  I n s p e c t o r -TGeneral of  Police, 
Usman Baba, on 

Monday held a closed-door 
m e e t i n g  w i t h  3 7 
Commissioners of  Police 
superintending over the 
internal security of  36 
States of  the federation and 
t h e  F e d e r a l  C a p i t a l 
Territory ahead of  the 
governorship elections 
slated for next Saturday.

The meeting, which 
started about 10:35 am and 
was held at  the Force 
Headquarters, had some 

Deputy Inspectors-General 
of  Police (DIG), Assistant 
Inspectors-General (AIG) 
a n d  o t h e r  s t r a t e g i c 
commanders in attendance.

Speaking before the 
meeting commenced, Baba 
told journalists that the 
g a t h e r i n g  h a d  t h r e e 
pertinent objectives among 
which is the charge to the 
senior officers to prepare for 
pos t - e l ec t ion  secur i ty 
challenges that may arise 
after the polls in their 
respective States.

He said, “I welcome you 

all to this crucial meeting 
which was convened for 
three critical objectives. 
First, is to interface with 
and debrief  strategic field 
o f f i c e r s  w h o  d i r e c t ly 
coordinated all the 36 States 
of  the  jus t  concluded 
Presidential and National 
Assembly elections.

“ T h i s  i s  t o w a r d s 
drawing on their practical 
experiences for informed 
feedback that will aid us in 
evaluating our operational 
p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d 
identifying logistics gaps 
and other challenges that 
m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n 
experienced during the 

exercise.
“Second is to assess the 

security situation at all 
levels in the immediate 
af termath of  the 25th 
February 2023 sets  of  
elections. This is with a 
view to identifying trends 
and patterns within the 
post-election security space, 
and to draw inferences on 
possible threats that may 
require mitigation ahead of  
the next rounds of  the 
national electoral process 
on 11th March, 2023.”

The police chief, who 
also disclosed that no fewer 
than 203 electoral offenders 
were arrested during the last 
Presidential and National 
Assembly elections, noted 

that 185 major incidents 
that would have thrown the 
country into chaos were 
averted nationwide.

He told newsmen that 
18 firearms of  various 
calibres were recovered 
from political thugs during 
the last exercise, adding that 
the cases are at various 
stages of  investigation at the 
Nigeria Police electoral 
offences desks.

Baba said those cases 
would be concluded in due 
time and processed to the 
Legal Department of  the 
Independent  Nat ional 
Electoral Commission for 
prosecution.

The top cop charged the 
senior officers to maintain 

the same tempo as it was 
d u r i n g  F e b r u a r y  2 5 
Presidential and National 
Assembly elections.

“While we would utilize 
this gathering to re-energize 
our operational plan and 
strengthen the attainment 
of  our election security 
mandate as we prepare for 
the Governorship and State 
Assembly phase of  the 
General of  Elections on 
11th March, 2023, I charge 
y o u  a l l  t o  r e c o m m i t 
yourselves to national duty 
a n d  s u s t a i n  t h e  h i g h 
operational level that is 
a t t r a c t i n g  b r o a d 
commendat ion  to  the 
Force.”
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Foreign

rench President Emmanuel FMacron has gained some 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  s u c c e s s 

during his trips to Africa, mostly 
capitalizing on the geopolitical 
neutrality of  African leaders. And 
African leaders, without doubt, 
will benefit tremendously from 
this neutral position. He was in 
Gabon for an environmental 
summit,  before heading to 
Angola then the Republic of  
Congo — also known as Congo-
Brazzaville — and finally to the 
n e i g h b o u r i n g  D e m o c r a t i c 
Republic of  Congo. Macron also 
held talks with Central African 
Republic President Faustin-
Archange Touadera in Gabon, 
after relations had deteriorated as 
Russian influence increased in 
Bangui and French troops left the 
troubled country last year.

This African trips aim at 
r enewing  f r ayed  t i e s,  and 
therefore all along the line, he 
pointedly focuses on practical 
deve lopment  p ro j ec t s  and 
humanitarian needs, and pushes a 
bit forward French soft power in 
those African countries. Anti-
French sentiment runs high in 
some former African colonies as 
the continent becomes a renewed 
diplomatic battleground, with 
Russian and Chinese influence 
growing. But Macron, with high 
determination, explained the era 
o f  F r e n c h  i n t e r f e r e n c e  – 
“Françafrique” – in Africa had 
ended and there was no desire to 
return to the past methods.

Here is interesting to note 
that majority of  African leaders, 
with the simple understanding 
that their countries have several 
years ago attained their political 
freedom from colonialism, and 
currently the main challenging 
t a s k  i s  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d 
transforming the staggering 
economy in order to win the 
hear ts  and minds  of  the i r 
electorate as well as ordinary 
citizens. This is exactly the 
strategy, to back away from 
critical anti-colonial rhetoric and 
adopt a different strategy of  
capitalizing on external resources 
needed for development in the 
continent.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  r e p o r t s 
moni tored  by  th i s  author, 
B r u s s e l s  w o u l d  s e t  u p  a 
“humanitarian air bridge” to 
deliver aid to conflict-hit eastern 
Democratic Republic of  Congo, 
as the visiting French president 
said all sides had given support to 
a ceasefire. Macron lauds DR 
Congo ceasefire as EU sets up Air 
Bridge, the air bridge will link 
with Goma, the capital of  DR 
Congo's eastern North Kivu 
province, where fighting with the 
rebel group M23 has displaced 
more than 600,000 people. The 
o p e r a t i o n  w i l l  “ d e l i v e r 
humanitarian support in the form 
of  medical  and nutrit ional 
supplies along with a range of  
other emergency i tems”,  a 

E u r o p e a n  C o m m i s s i o n 
statement said.

During talks with Angolan 
President João Lourenço and 
DRC President Felix Tshisekedi, 
as well as Rwandan President 
Paul Kagame, Macron said all 
had “given clear support” to a 
ceasefire, as envisaged in the 
timeline mediated by Angola. 
The EU said it was also releasing 
s o m e  € 4 7  m i l l i o n  t o  b e 
c h a n n e l l e d  t h r o u g h 
humani tar ian  par tners  for 
i m m e d i a t e  n e e d s  s u c h  a s 
nutrition, healthcare, shelter and 
water. The DRC government has 
accused Rwanda of  backing the 
militia group M23, which re-
emerged from dormancy in late 
2021, subsequently occupying 
swathes of  territory in North 
Kivu.

“The EU stands ready to 
mobilise all the necessary means 
to support humanitarian workers, 
including logistics and air, to 
meet the needs of  the population 
in Democratic Republic of  
C o n g o , ”  s a i d  t h e  E U ' s 
c o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r  c r i s i s 
management Janez Lenarcic.

In the Angolan capital 
Luanda, Macron held talks with 
his counterpart João Lourenço, 
calling the oil-rich country a 
“strategic partner in the region.” 
He chaired an economic forum 
attended by more than 50 French 
companies,  underl ined the 
indelible fact that ” the heart of  
the visit was the strengthening of  
agricultural partnerships” with 
Angola. Records, however, show 
that France has for decades been 
involved in  the  petro leum 
industry in the Portuguese-
speaking souther n African 
country, which is one of  the 
continent's top crude producers.

In Gabon, there is one 
interesting political development. 
President Ali Bongo Ondimba is 
cur rent ly in the r un-up to 
presidential elections later this 
year. Ali Bongo, 64, has been 
president since succeeding his 
long-ruling father in 2009. 
Experts have envisaged that 
Macron's visit could fix boost to 
his political influence in the 
count r y.  Some oppos i t ion 
activists in Gabon demonstrated 
against his visit, which they 
perceived as bringing support to 
Ali Bongo Ondimba, whose 
family has ruled since the 1960s, 
before the presidential election 
scheduled later this year.

On the other side of  politics, 
the One Forest Summit in the 
capital focused on preserving 
forests worldwide, including 
along the vast Congo River basin. 
Covering 1.62 million square 
kilometres (more than 625,000 
million square miles), the forests 
of  Central Africa represent the 
planet's second-largest carbon 
sink after the Amazon. They are 
also home to huge biodiversity 
including forest elephants and 
gorillas, and bear traces of  the 
settlement of  early humanity. But 

t h e y  f a c e  t h r e a t s  s u c h  a s 
poaching, deforestation for the oil 
palm and rubber industries, and 
illegal logging and mineral 
exploitation.

Reports monitored from the 
Elysee palace in Paris in a pre-
departure speech, there was one 
headway step underlined in the 
French policy approach: France's 
military bases in Africa will 
gradually be co-run and managed 
with their host nations, after Paris 
suffered a series of setbacks in its 
former sphere of  influence, and 
also an effort to defuse tensions 
particularly in French West 
Africa.

According to him, these 
bases will not be closed but re-
organized, the new bases or 
“academies”  wi l l  s t a r t  to 
gradually be “africanized” and 
ran in conjunction with African 
and European partners. More 
than 3,000 French soldiers are 
deployed in Senegal, Ivory Coast, 
Gabon and Djibouti, according 
to official figures. Another 3,000 
are in the Sahel, including in 
Niger and Chad.

Paul Melly at the Africa 
Programme, London based 
Chatham House, wrote that 
Macron's main mission was to 
counte r  Russ ia  in  Af r i ca . 
According to the Chatham 
expert, the whirlwind tour of  
African capitals was directed at 
shifting French policy on the 
continent away from military 
involvement. And the economic 
ties between France and its 
former colonizers were a form of  
continued exploitation.

Russia, hoping to rebuild the 
influence it had lost since the 
Cold War decades, is offering 
security support to governments 
that feel under threat or isolated 
f r o m  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
mainstream: mercenaries from 
the Kremlin-linked military 
contractor Wagner are now 
operating in Mali and the Central 
African Republic, where they 
have been accused of  human 
rights abuses. China is a massive 
f u n d e r  a n d  b u i l d e r  o f  
infrastructure, albeit on terms 
that Macron fears could trap 
some countries in debt crisis. 
Turkey and India are increasingly 
active too.

In parallel with this effort at 
reconciliation over past history, 
Macron has been seeking to 
d e e p e n  t o d a y ' s  c u l t u r a l 
connections and exchange of  
ideas. As part of  pushing “soft 
power” with French-speaking 
Afr ica ,  he  has  announced 
schemes to promote sports 
training and to ease access to 
visas for Africans to pursue post-
g raduate  s tudy in  France. 
However, the public impact of  
these initiatives, particularly in 
the eyes of  African public 
opinion, has been largely lost 
during years when the most 
prominent dimension of  French 
engagement has been the military 

struggle against militant groups 
in the Sahel.

Nevertheless, France calls 
time on anti- j ihadist Sahel 
operation. Growing controversy 
came to surround the operations 
of  the French force Barkhane, 
finally withdrawn from Mali in 
August last year. This has fuelled 
a n  u p s u r g e  i n  p o p u l i s t 
nationalism in some countries 
a n d  a  m o r e  g e n e r a l i s e d 
resentment of  France across most 
of  Francophone West  and 
Central Africa, particularly 
among urban youth. Having 
instigated a shift towards a lower 
profile and more collaborative 
military approach, Macron has 
tried to reinvigorate this broader 
reform and change agenda.

In recent months, Paris has 
accused Russia of  spreading 
disinformation to undermine 
French interests  in former 
colonies. At the United Nations 
voted overwhelmingly to demand 
Russia immediately withdraw its 
troops from its pro-Western 
neighbour Ukraine, three of  the 
four countries Macron visited 
early March — Gabon, Angola 
and  Congo-Brazzav i l l e  — 
abstained alongside China and 
India.

Macron, 45, is the first 
French president born after the 
colonial era, and has been in a 
charm offensive to win back lost 
influence. He has previously 
sought  to  extend France ' s 
cooperation with a number 
English-speaking countries, like 
Ghana, Nigeria and Kenya, and 
increase French investments in 
Africa's private sector, as well as 
offering scholarships for study 
programmes. After his re-election 
as French head of  state last year, 
has made Africa is a priority, and 

in July he undertook a trip to 
Cameroon, Benin and Guinea-
B i s s a u .  T h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s 
adminis t ra t ion  noted  in  a 
statement that “his priorities and 
h is  method to  deepen the 
partnership between France, 
E u r o p e  a n d  t h e  A f r i c a n 
continent” and frankly criticized 
“ t h e  c r i m e s  o f  E u r o p e a n 
colonisation” and called for a 
“truly new relationship” between 
Africa and Europe.

It is very crucial that Europe 
and Africa be as close as possible 
in dialogue to address differences, 
Africa could still benefit from 
French investment. Europe offers 
tourism destinations, and is still 
the traditional market for Africa. 
I t  is  a  matter  of  mutual ly 
understandable cooperation, but 
not to close corporate business 
doors. As widely known, Russia's 
instruments for now is only the 
hyperbolic policy rhetoric, 
b o a s t i n g  s eve r a l  b i l a t e r a l 
agreements with Africa. After all, 
Russ ia  i s  not  inves t ing  in 
economic sectors as expected and 
has even not publicly said how 
much it was prepared to invest in 
Africa.

Judging from developments 
and in a summary, France's 
Africa policy is under necessary 
transformation and re-designing 
generally for achieving a “mutual 
and responsible relationship” 
with Africa and within the 
context of  the new configuration 
and  geopo l i t i ca l  changes. 
T h e r e f o r e ,  w i t h  w a r m -
heartedness and an irreversible 
pledge to break away from the 
former post-colonial policies, 
there is a bright headlight at 
horizon and in the future of  the 
c h a n g i n g  Fr a n c e - A f r i c a n 
relations.

Wednesday 8 - Thursday 9 March, 2023 

Macron outlines France's new
policy strategy for Africa 

By Kestér Kenn Klomegâh
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Economy

eposit Money Banks Din the country have 
b e g u n  p a r t i a l 

c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e 
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  o r d e r 
approving the use of  old 
N1,000 and N500 and N200 
notes as legal tender for 10 
months. 

The Supreme Court had, 
last week ordered that the old 
n a i r a  n o t e s  s h o u l d  b e 
allowed in circulation along 
with the new notes until 
December 31, 2023. 

The court had said the 
Federal Government's naira 
redesign policy contravened 
the 1999 Constitution. 

It was revealed that 
commercial banks had begun 
partial compliance with the 
order  even  though the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria and 
the Office of  the Attorney 
General of  the Federation 
kept mum on the matter.

V i s i t s  b y  o u r 
correspondents to several 
bank branches in Lagos, 
Abuja and other major cities 
revealed that some banks had 
commenced compliance 
with the Supreme Court 
order. 

The CBN and the AGF 
office had refused to comply 
with previous orders by the 
Supreme Cour t  on  the 
controversial naira redesign 
policy. 

A m o n g  o t h e r s,  t h e 
Supreme Cour t  had on 
February 8, 2023 nullified 
the February 10 deadline 
stipulated by the CBN for the 
phasing out of  the old naira 
notes.

The CBN and the AGF 
office however failed to 
comply with the directive. 

While the CBN and 
AGF office failed to take a 
decision on the latest order 
by the Supreme Court order, 
some commercial banks on 
Monday began to pay their 
customers the old notes. 

Several Gtbank branches 
in Lagos and Abuja paid 
customers the old N1000 and 

N500 notes on Monday, 
according to reports. Also, 
several branches of  the 
United Bank for Africa paid 
customers the old N1000 
and N500 notes. 

H o w e v e r ,  o t h e r 
commercial banks refused to 
paid their customers, saying 
they were awaiting CBN 
directive on the matter. 

Findings showed that 
the CBN had yet to issue a 
directive to banks on the 
matter but some banks relied 
on the Supreme Court ruling 
to go ahead with paying their 
customers. 

“ N o  c l e a r  o f f i c i a l 
directive from CBN yet but 
we have to go ahead because 
customers are suffering. 
Also, the Supreme Court has 
ruled on it,'' a top official of  a 
tier-1 bank said on condition 
of  anonymity. 

However, officials of  
FCMB, Polaris Bank, Access 
Bank among others said they 
were still waiting for the 
CBN directive on the matter.

Meanwhile, all efforts to 
get the CBN to comment on 
the Supreme Court ruling 
failed as the acting Director 
o f  C o r p o r a t e 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Department, CBN, Dr Isa 
Abdulmumin, declined to 
comment. 

Lagos banks 
A t  t h e  G T B a n k  i n 

Olowoira, Lagos, several 
customers were seen on 
queues collecting the old 
N500 notes from the bank's 
cashiers. 

H o w e v e r ,  i t  w a s 
observed that some bank 
customers rejected the old 
notes over fears that traders 
might not accept them as 
legal tender. 

A customer, who simply 
i d e n t i f i e d  h i m s e l f  a s 
Benjamin said, “I came here 
very early and I was given 
number 208. I had to leave 
and come back and now I am 
still on the queue; I was 
expecting the queue would 

have stopped but it is still 
there, though not as long as it 
was before. 

“The annoying thing 
now is that they are giving 
only the old N500 and 
N1,000 notes and I am not 
sure traders will accept the 
old notes from me. 

H o w e v e r ,  s e v e r a l 
customers complained about 
scarcity of  old notes in bank 
AT M s  a c r o s s  s e v e r a l 
branches.

A customer, who came 
out of  the GTBank branch in 
Ojodu Berger, said, “I was 
still here last week and the 
ATMs still dispensed new 
notes, even though I had to 
stay on a long queue to get to 
my turn. But now, you can 
see, all their ATMs are dry. 
None is dispensing money.” 

At the Polaris Bank in 
Olowoira, many frustrated 
depositors stayed on queue 
and refused to leave even 
after the bank officials said 
the bank had closed for the 
day at 2pm. 

“Speaking with our 
correspondent, the official 
said, “We don't have the new 
a n d  o l d  n o t e s  t o  g ive 
anybody. We opened at 8am 
and closed at 2pm, and all we 
d i d  w a s  t o  a t t e n d  t o 
complaints, transfers and 
enquiries. All these people 
still standing outside are on 
their own because we are not 
attending to anybody today 
again.” 

I n  O j o d u ,  o u r 
correspondent visited four 
banks which are located on 
Ogunnusi road. 

At First Bank, there was 
a small crowd in front of  the 
bank, waiting for the ATMs 
to be loaded with cash. The 
bank was shut, and when our 
correspondent inquired from 
one of  the security guards, he 
said there was no cash to give 
out. 

At Access Bank, our 
correspondent gathered that 
the bank had run out of  cash. 

The bank was however 
giving out tallies to customer 
i t  would at tend to  the 
following day.

A security guard told 
reporters that the bank paid 
some customers old naira 
notes in the morning but had 
run out of  cash. 

At Union Bank in the 
same area, there was no 
a c t iv i t y  i n  t h e  b a n k ' s 
premises especially at the 
ATMs. 

The story was the same 
at Ecobank, where the bank 
was shut. One security guard 
said that the branch had been 
instructed by its head office 
to shut down operations by 
1pm. 

When asked why the 
bank did not pay out old 
notes following a Supreme 
C o u r t  o r d e r ,  o u r 
correspondent was told that 
the bank had yet to receive 
any directive from the CBN. 

Meanwhile, a senior 
executive with Sterling Bank 
who would not want to be 
quoted, noted that some of  
its branches in the Ajah area 
of  Lagos  had received 
significant amounts of  the 
old naira notes. 

According to him, the 
bank's customers who were 
apprehensive of  the public 
perception surrounding the 
old notes refused to collect 
them. 

He said, “Customers 
refused to collect the old 
notes. I was at three of  our 
branches in Ajah today, and 
not a single customer agreed 
to collect the old notes.”

Banks visited in the 
Mazamaza area of  Lagos 
were not dispensing cash. 
They only  a t tended to 
customers  who needed 
customer care service. 

A customer who came 
out of  the Union Bank 
branch in the area, Michelle 
Taju, said that the branch 
neither had network nor 
cash. 

“ T h e y  d o n ' t  h a v e 
network and they don't have 
cash; old or new. I have been 
told to come back.” 

Also, a banker told our 
correspondent that they had 
yet to get any directive from 
its headquarters on the 
Supreme Court ruling. 

 “We are still waiting for 
directives on the Supreme 
Court ruling, nothing yet,” 
she said. 

Abuja banks 
When visited Access 

Bank, Zenith Bank and 
Wema Bank in the Federal 
Secretariat area of  Abuja on 
M o n d a y,  t h e r e  w e r e 
observations that the banks 
had yet to commence paying 
customers with the old N500 
and N1,000 notes after the 
Supreme Court order.

At the Access Bank in 

Federal Secretariat, when 
our correspondent asked the 
security man if  the bank had 
c o m m e n c e d  p a y i n g 
customers with the old 
currency, he said, “Not yet 
because there is no cash.” 

At Zenith Bank, it was 
observed the lender was not 
paying cash because it had 
run out of  old and new notes. 

At the Wema Bank in the 
same area, the situation was 
the same. 

It was further observed 
that none of  the ATMs of  
these banks was dispensing 
cash. 

Meanwhile, motorists 
continued to reject the old 
notes despite the court order. 

A bus driver plying Mile 
2-Oshodi route stopped at 
Second Rainbow bus stop 
and asked a passenger to get 
down after he gave his 
conductor old N1,000 note. 

This provoked reactions 
from other passengers.

“You cannot blame the 
driver, until our Buhari 
speaks, we cannot be sure,” a 
passenger said. 

A trader on Airport 
Ro a d  i n  I b a d a n ,  w h o 
supplies food stuff  and 
essential items to customers 
in Lagos, Jumoke Edwards, 

he Minister of  State Tf o r  B u d g e t  a n d 
National Planning, 

Clem Agba, has disclosed 
that the Federal Government 
plans to establish a basket 
fund to collect donations for 
the 2023 population and 
housing census. 

He made this disclosure 
at a high-level partners 
engagement to seek support 
for the 2023 census in Abuja. 

Agba noted that a total 
of  N869bn is needed for the 
census, adding that the 
gover nment  commit ted 
N291,5bn with the need for 
an additional N327.2bn. 

He said, “The total 
requirement for the census 
( inc luding  pos t  census 
a c t i v i t i e s )  i s  N 8 6 9 b n 
( $ 1 . 8 8 b n ) :  c e n s u s 
requi rement  –  N626bn 
($1.36bn) which is about $6 
per capita (just slightly above 
the threshold of  up to $5 per 
capita); Post-Census (up to 
2025) is N243bn ($527m).

“So far, the government 
has committed N291.5bn 
($632m) to the census, 
making it 46 per cent of  total 
funding for the census. An 
Additional (immediate) sum 
of  N327.2bn ($709.9m) is 
required to complete the 

said on Monday that she was 
not collecting the old notes. 

S h e  s a i d ,  “ T h i s  i s 
because ever  s ince  the 
Supreme Court gave its 
ruling on Friday, we have not 
heard from the CBN in that 
regard. As for me, until the 
CBN cor robora te s  the 
Supreme Court order, I will 
not collect old naira notes 
from anybody.” 

The confusion in the 
economy had continued to 
mount despite calls from 
several quarters, urging the 
Federal Government to 
direct the CBN to comply 
with the court ruling. 

This  came as many 
continued to decry the 
negative effect of  the naira 
crunch on their businesses 
and living standard. 

The Socio-Economic 
Rights and Accountability 
Project had urged Buhari to 
i m m e d i a t e ly  o b e y  t h e 
Supreme Court. 

SERAP urged Buhari 
“to disclose the measures 
that your government is 
taking to direct the CBN to 
immediately re-circulate the 
old N200, N500, and N1,000 
notes, as ordered by the 
Supreme Court.”

census.” 
Agba further disclosed 

that the census exercise was 
to be conducted last year, but 
rescheduled for March 2023, 
b u t  t h e r e  i s  a 
recommendation that it 
should be held in May, 2023. 

He  sa id ,  “The  la s t 
census  in  Nige r ia  was 
conducted in 2006. In 2014, 
the previous government 
proposed another census for 
2016 in line with the UN 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  f o r 
Decennial census.

“That administration, 
however, exited in 2015 
without accomplishing the 
wish. From 2015 to 2016 the 
countr y  s l ipped in to  a 
recession due to crash in oil 
price and production. 

“ I n  2 0 1 8 / 2 0 1 9 , 
government recommitted to 
the conduct of  the census. In 
2020, Covid-19 disrupted 
plans for the exercise. The 
census was rescheduled for 
M a r c h  2 0 2 3 ,  b u t  n ow 
recommended to hold in 
May 2023. In 2021/2022, 
funds were appropriated for 
the Census. The Census was 
initially planned for 2022, 
but was moved to 2023, after 
the elections.” 

Wednesday 8 - Thursday 9 March, 2023 

Supreme Court ruling on old notes deadline:

Banks begin partial compliance

FG seeks N327bn donor
funding for census



State.
Recall that a serving 

soldier shot his colleague 
and later shot himself  on 
Sunday, March 5, 2023, at 
the FOB, where troops were 
d e p l oye d  f o r  i n t e r n a l 
security operations.

B r i g a d i e r  G e n e r a l 

defendant committed the 
offences on October 20, 2022 
around 10:00 a.m. 

Seun was said to have 
committed the offence at No. 
5, Fatimilola St., Afobaje, 
Itele, Awori, Ota in Ogun 
State. 

Adaraloye said that the 
d e f e n d a n t  w a s  g i v e n 
N891,000 to  pay some 
customers by Monie Point 

names to a deity “Arusi 
Okija” shrine.

T h e  n o m i n a l 
complainants according to 
the prosecutor are Onyeka 
Ibeabuchi and Chimezie 
Ezeuka. 

He said that the tenants 
later received a call from 
the priest of  the shrine, 
inviting them to appear in 
person before Feb. 27, or 
risk death.

The prosecutor said 
that the defendant had 
initially referred the matter 
for mediation and later to a 
court in Badagry, but 
f e e l i n g  u n s a t i s f i e d , 
resorted to illegal means of  
trial by ordeal at the shrine. 

He said that the offence 
contravened the provisions 

immediately.
According to him, the 

G e n e r a l  O f f i c e r 
Commanding (GOC) 8 
Division Nigerian Army, 
who also doubles as the 
Commander Joint Task 
Force Northwest Operation 
H a d a r i n ,  D a j i  M a j o r 
General Godwin Mutkut 

to the charge.
The Magistrate, Mrs 

A.O. Adeyemi, granted bail 
to the defendant in the sum 
of  N100,000 with one surety 
in like sum. 

Adeyemi ordered that 
the surety must reside within 
the court's jurisdiction and 
be gainfully employed with 
evidence of  tax payment to 
the Ogun State government. 

She adjourned the case 
t i l l  Apri l  3  for  fur ther 
hearing. 

He adjourned the trial 
until Mach 20. 

The section punishes 
anyone who directs or 
presides over a trial by 
ordeal as a felon and 
punishes it with ten years. 

“The authorities of  the 
Nigerian Army are deeply 
c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h i s 
u n u s u a l  a n d  u g l y 
development and have 
therefore instituted a Board 
of  Inquiry (BOI) to unravel 
t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s 
surrounding the incident,” 
the statement added.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
statement, it's expected that 
the findings of  the BOI will 
help forestall such ugly and 
bizarre occurrences in the 
future.

observed that the suspect did 
not cover her hair and she 
told her to cover the hair.

“That was what led to 
the altercation. As the 
deceased tried to move the 
suspect away from the well, 
the suspect pushed Aliu and 
she fell and died later,” the 
source said. 

Contacted, the state 
Police Public Relations 
O f f i c e r ,  F u n m i l a y o 
Odunlami, confirmed the 
i n c i d e n t ,  a d d i n g  t h a t 
investigation into the case 
had commenced. 

“The case has been 
transferred to State Criminal 
Investigative Department for 
further investigation,” the 
PPRO stated.

H o w e v e r ,  i t  w a s 
gathered that the deceased 
had been buried according to 
the Islamic rites.

statement, Obiora said, “I 
r e t u r n e d  h o m e  i n  t h e 
morning of  March 2, 2023, 
and was knocking at the gate, 
but my wife did not open 
immediately.

“In that anger, I started 
shouting at her. I first slapped 
and hit her from the gate to 
the house before angrily 
grabbing her on the neck and 
strangling her.

“I couldn't believe what 
happened because I never 
expected that such action 
would lead to her death.

“I eventually abandoned 
the corpse and left out of  fear 
a n d  c o n f u s i o n ,  a f t e r 
confiding in a few persons 
from whom I sought advice 
on what to do.

“I t  was  la ter  in  the 
evening that my mother 
reached out to my wife's 
family members.”

The Nation gathered that 
the couple, who got married 
last August, were expecting 
their first baby before the 
incident happened. 

A source close to the 
family said the couple had 
been enmeshed in periodic 
domestic violence.

he Nigerian Army Ton Monday, said it 
h a s  i n s t i t u t e d 

invest igations into the 
unfortunate incident of  a 
soldier,  who kil led his 
colleagues and himself  at 
Forward Operations Base 
(FOB) Rabbah, Sokoto 

 33-year-old Point of  

AS a l e  o p e r a t o r , 
Ayoola Seun, was 

on Tuesday arraigned by the 
p o l i c e  b e f o r e  a n  O t a 
Magistrates' Court in Ogun 
S t a t e  f o r  a l l e g e d l y 
defrauding a company of  
N891,000. 

T h e  p r o s e c u t o r , 
Inspector E.O Adaraloye, 
told the cour t  that  the 

 4 4 - y e a r - o l d 

Al a n d l o r d , 
O k e c h u k w u 

Chukwunahi ,  was  on 
Tuesday docked in an Ojo 
Magistrates '  Cour t  in 
Lagos, for an alleged 'trial 
by ordeal'. 

The police charged the 
defendant with conspiracy 
and trial by ordeal.

He, however, pleaded 
not guilty to the charge. 

T h e  P r o s e c u t i o n 
Counsel, Dr Simon Uche, 
told the court that the 
defendant committed the 
offence on Feb. 21 at Ira 
Quatres, Ojo Lagos

He said that following a 
misunderstanding with his 
tenants, the defendant 
resorted to taking their 

Onyema Nwachukwu, 
Direc tor  Ar my Publ ic 
Relations in a statement, 
said that the circumstances 
leading to the incident could 
n o t  b e  i m m e d i a t e l y 
ascertained, as the soldier 
who killed his colleagues 
a l s o  s h o t  h i m s e l f  

International but failed to 
disburse the money.

“ T h e  d e f e n d a n t 
fraudulently converted the 
sum of  N891,000 to personal 
use instead of  fulfilling the 
agreement between him and 
the company,” he said. 

The prosecutor said that 
the offences contravened 
Sections 390(9) and 419 of  
the Criminal Code, Laws of  
Ogun, 2006. 

T h e  d e f e n d a n t , 
however, pleaded not guilty 

of  sections 127 and 411 of  
the Criminal Law of  Lagos 
State, 2015. 

M a g i s t r a t e  L . J. K 
L aye n i  a d m i t t e d  t h e 
defendant to bail in the 
sum of  N300, 000 with two 
sureties in like sum.

and other senior officers 
have visited the location, 
and commiserated with 
troops for losing their 
co l leagues  in  such  an 
unfortunate situation.

He urged them to be 
their brother's keepers and 
r e p o r t  a n y  a n o m a l y 
observed amongst their 
col leagues in order  to 
forestall such incidents, just 
as encouraged them to 
remain calm and committed 
in the discharge of  their 
duties.

he Ondo State Police TC o m m a n d  h a s 
arrested a 16-year-old 

girl for allegedly pushing a 
5 2 - y e a r - o l d  w o m a n , 
Medinat Aliu, to death in 
Isolo, in the Akure area of  
the state. 

It was gathered that on 
the day of  the incident, the 
deceased and the suspect 
had an augment over a 
matter that bordered on a 
well in the neighborhood. 

 A  s o u r c e  i n  t h e 
c o m m u n i t y  s a i d  t h e 
argument degenerated into a 
scuffle, and in the process, 
the  t eenager  a l l eged ly 
pushed Aliu and she fell to 
her death. 

“The issue began when 
the suspect was fetching 
water from the well in the 
area after she had earlier 
taken her bath. The deceased 

 y o u n g  m a n , 

AIkechukwu Obiora 
w h o  a l l e g e d l y 

strangled his wife, Ebere to 
death in Ezi-Ogwugwu, 
Otolo Nnewi in Nnewi 
North Local Government 
Area of  Anambra State has 
been arrested by police.

Obiora blamed the action 
on domestic violence.

He admitted to the crime 
after he was summoned by 
his in-laws who are still in 
shock over the unfortunate 
incident.

I n  h i s  c o n f e s s i o n a l 
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f rom the  S tad io  Diego 
Armando Maradona.

Venerato claims PSG 
are interested in signing 
Osimhen and they have a 
g reat  re la t ionship  with 
N a p o l i .  H o w e ve r,  t h e 
journalist also says that clubs 
in the Premier League remain 
in the race and has named 
Arsenal as the favourites to 
sign him ahead of  Chelsea 
and Manchester United.

He said on Domenica 
Sportiva, as translated by 
SportWitness: “For now, the 
big clubs only speak with the 
entourage of  the striker.

“Paris Saint-Germain 
boast dated relationships 

hammered 7-0 at Anfield on 
Sunday, there is still a belief  
that Kane has a better chance 
of  finally winning a trophy at 
O l d  T r a f f o r d  t h a n  a t 
Tottenham.

The England captain's 
£200,000-a-week deal is up at 
the end of  next season and 
f a i l i n g  t o  m a k e  t h e 
Champions League puts 
suitors in a better position to 
negotiate a lower fee.

Kane said in January 
that there had “not been 
much talking” with Spurs 
over a new contract but he 
was “sure there will be 
conversa t ions  over  the 
coming months”.

Champions Manchester 
City are no longer in the 
running, having failed to land 
the striker in 2021.

talian journalist, Ciro IVenerato, has suggested 
that Arsenal are the 

favourites among Premier 
League clubs to sign Napoli 
striker Victor Osimhen this 
summer.

T h e  G u n n e r s  l o s t 
Gabriel Jesus due to a serious 
k n e e  i n j u r y  b a c k  i n 
December and the Brazilian 
hasn't played a game since. 
Eddie Nketiah stepped in and 
fared really well,  while 
January signing Leandro 
Trossard has performed 
brilliantly too.

I t  doesn ' t  look l ike 
Arsenal need another striker 
in January, but Osimhen, 

anchester United Mhave made contact 
with Tottenham 

striker Harry Kane.
According to The Sun, 

United believe they will land 
Kane this summer — if  
Tottenham finish outside the 
top four.

Old Traf ford chiefs 
reckon Spurs missing out on 
a Champions League place 

ylian Mbappe heads Kto Munich fresh 
f r o m  a  r e c o r d -

breaking weekend with Paris 
S a i n t - G e r m a i n  a n d 
determined to lead the 
French giants past Bayern 
and into the quarterfinals of  
the Champions League.

PSG trail 1-0 from the 
first leg of  the heavyweight 
last -16 t ie,  after  injury 
reduced Mbappe to a cameo 
appearance off  the bench in 
that match last month.

Yet  the  24 -year -o ld 
France superstar did enough 
in his short time on the pitch 
then – including having a 
g o a l  d i s a l l ow e d  f o r  a 
marginal offside – to make it 
clear that he can swing the tie 
the Parisians' way.

with De Laurentiis. After the 
deals for Ezequiel Lavezzi, 
Edinson Cavani and Fabian 
Ruiz, it could be Osimhen's 
turn, protege of  Campos and 
Galtier (at Lille).

“The Premier League 
remains – Arsenal favourite, 
Manchester United-Chelsea 
duel. High bar for the price 
tag. The far-sighted De 
Laurentiis is asking for 
€150m (£133m) for his star 
player.”

O s i m h e n  i s  a 
phenomenal player and has 
the potential to become the 
best striker in the world in a 
few years' time.

H e  w o u l d  b e  a n 
incredible signing for most 
clubs in the world, but we just 
can't see Arsenal trying to get 
him, especially at a price that 
is almost twice as much as 
what their record transfer fee 
currently stands at.

he English FA has Tbeen told to hand 
Bruno Fernandes at 

least a five match ban for 
pushing the lineman during 
Manchester United's 7-0 
defeat  to  Liver pool  on 
Sunday.

Ref  Support UK wants 
the Portuguese to serve a five-
game ban for his action.

Fernandes tangled with 
Liverpool's Trent Alexander-
Ar no ld  be fore  shov ing 
linesman Adam Nunn in the 
back.

Reports in the United 
Kingdom suggest that the FA 
are set to let the Portugal 
international go unpunished 
for the action since the 

jax defender, Calvin ABassey has revealed 
the secret behind his 

impressive form for the club.
Bassey had come under 

intense criticism following his 
poor form in recent times.

The Nigeria international 
was however awarded the 
Man of  the Match after a 
sensational performance 
against NEC last weekend.

“While I was on the subs' 
bench, I studied the way the 
defenders played,” Bassey 
told reporters.

“I spent a lot of  time 
watching how Jurrien Timber 
and Edson Alvarez positioned 
themselves when they were in 
my position in defence.”

Bassey will now hope to 
get a consistent run of  games 
in the team.

incident was spotted by 
referee Andy Madley.

But Ref  Support UK, 
w h i c h  i s  d e d i c a t e d  t o 
i n d e p e n d e n t  t r a i n i n g , 
support and development of  
referees, are calling for a five-
match ban on the former 
Benfica man.

“I think he's got to be 
looking at least a five-game 
ban,” Martin Cassidy, chief  
executive of  Ref  Support 
UK, told PA.

“To get in contact with a 
match official is a serious 
offence and should be treated 
such a way.

“I think that would be 
absolutely appropriate…”

who has been extraordinary 
this season, has now been 
linked with a move to the 
Emirates.

Osimhen is in a league 
of  his own in Italy this 
season.

The Nigerian, who plays 
for Serie A leaders Napoli, 
has scored 21 goals in all 
competitions so far – one 
more than Tottenham and 
England superstar Harry 
Kane.

He's one of  the biggest 
reasons why the Partenopei 
are where they are in the 
league table, and it's no 
surprise at all that he has been 
linked with big moves away 

will see them lower their 
£100million asking price.

U n i t e d  h av e  m a d e 
contact with Kane's camp 
through a third party and 
have been encouraged by the 
response.

Kane turns 30 in July — 
a n d  h a s  a c h i e v e d  h i s 
ambition of  becoming Spurs' 
all-time top scorer.

Whi le  Uni ted  were 

Since that game, the 
L i g u e  1  l e a d e r s  h av e 
recovered from a worrying 
slump in form to claim three 
straight domestic wins, 
scoring 11 goals in the 
process.

Mbappe has netted five 
of  them, including one in 
Saturday's 4-2 win over 
Nantes that saw him overtake 
Edinson Cavani and become 

PSG's all-time top scorer, five 
and a half  years after signing 
from Monaco in 2017.

The  p laye r,  who  in 
December became the first to 
score a hat-trick in a World 
Cup final since Geoff  Hurst 
i n  1 9 6 6 ,  b o a s t s  t h e 
remarkable record of  201 
goals from 247 games in a 
PSG shirt.

Transfer: Arsenal favourites to sign
£133m Napoli ace this summer – Pundit

Transfer: Spurs ace Kane encourages
Man Utd after fresh contact 

EPL: FA told to ban Bruno Fernandes
for five games

UCL: Mbappe determined to carry
PSG past Bayern

How I regained top form At Ajax – Bassey
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espite recent advances in DMalawi and Zambia, 
e lect ive  gover nment 

stutters and sputters to the 
uncertain rhythms of  pathogens 
and politicians across Africa. The 
onset of  2022 served notice that 
#NigeriaDecides2023 is likely to 
be the most complex and most 
watched in a brutal biennium for 
e lec t ive  gover nance  in  the 
continent.

In Mali and Guinea, these 
uncertainties have produced 
military coups. In Ethiopia, they 
have led to a civil war. The 
electoral landscape in Africa over 
the next biennium reads like a 
minefield. Among the countries 
scheduled to  vote,  “Libya, 
Somalia, Mali, Guinea, and Chad 
are all tentatively scheduled to 
hold elections that have been 
delayed or disrupted by coups or 
conflict.” Some of  these may slip. 
The general elections in Kenya 
and Angola in 2022 will also be 
closely watched.

In 2020, at the beginning of  
the COVID-19 pandemic, Steven 
Levitsky and Lucan Way wrote 
that Africa was increasingly a 
h o t b e d  o f  “ c o m p e t i t i v e 
authoritarianism”, which they 
describe as “a type of  regime in 
w h i c h  t h e  c o e x i s t e n c e  o f  
m e a n i n g f u l  d e m o c r a t i c 
institutions and serious incumbent 
abuse yields electoral competition 
that is real but unfair.” Nigeria is 
among the 21 African countries 
which fall into this category. The 
one time there was a let up in 2015, 
the country experienced electoral 
alternance.

On 27 April 2021, Nigeria's 
Independent National Electoral 
Commission, INEC, served a 660-
day notice of  the date for the next 
general election, which will occur 
on 18 February 2023.

Nigerian politicians like to 
claim that an election is a game of  
numbers.  That is not actually 
accurate; elections are about 
counting and accounting. As a 
country, Nigeria has historically 
not distinguished itself  in either 
enterprise.

Yo u  c a n  h ave  nu m b e r s 
without counting. In June 2020, 
Andy Uba manufactured entirely 

fictional numbers for a party 
primary that took place only in his 
imagination to emerge candidate 
of  the All Progressives Congress 
(APC) in  the  gover norship 
e lect ion that  took place in 
November 2021. In the case of  
Rtd. Cpt. Ahmed Haladu Bichi & 
PDP v. Alhaji Ibrahim Muazzam 
&  O t h e r s ,  P e t i t i o n  N o . 
EPT/KNS/HR/29/07 ,  the 
election petition tribunal in Kano 
accused INEC of  indulging in 
institutional “abracadabra”. In 
Chief  (Mrs.) Edith Ejezie v. Hon 
Ralph Okeke & Others., Petition 
N o . 
EPT/AN/NAF/HR/13/2007, a 
separate tribunal in Anambra 
found INEC guilty of  “generating 
of  results for an election that did 
not hold.”

Competitive authoritarianism 
is a system that seeks to confer 
l e g i t i m a c y  o n  e l e c t o r a l 
abracadabra through mechanisms 
o f  i n c u m b e n c y,  i n c l u d i n g 
c o e r c i o n ,  m e n a c e  a n d 
institutional forgeries. Electoral 
abracadabra is not an event. It is 
the result of  a multi-system 
process usually set up over an 
election cycle. It has many actors 
and components, nearly all of  
them within the state sector. 
Whether Nigeria will continue 
with this squalid tradition in 2023 
will depend on several factors. 
Five will be pivotal.

First, the independence of  
INEC itself; 2023 will put to test 
whether INEC has improved from 
its default for abracadabra. 
Electoral systems at the end of  the 
day are run by human beings. 
When they are crooked or lacking 
in independence and integrity, the 
elections are compromised. 
Already there are reports of  
“serious concerns in INEC that 
preparation for the 2023 general 
elections may not command 
public confidence.”

The ruling party APC has 
clearly not been wanting in intent 
to compromise INEC. Last July, 
the National Assembly reluctantly 
rejected the unlawful nomination 
f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  I N E C 
Commissioner of  a card-carrying 
member of  President Buhari's 
ruling APC. The ruling party has 
used attrition to get rid of  INEC's 

season belongs to the parties, the 
politicians and their godfathers. 
This is followed by the voting 
season, during which the security 
agencies and the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
hold sway. Thereafter, matters 
shift to the courts for the dispute 
resolution season, which belongs 
to the lawyers (mostly Senior 
Advocates of  Nigeria, SANs) and 
judges. Invariably, the judges will 
cast the final votes in the 2023 
elections. The politicians know 
this and they have been busy 
getting their judicial inoculations 
and boosters in a competitive 
game of  judicial capture at 
different levels of  the judicial 
hierarchy. As Supreme Court 
Justice, Centus Nweze, pointed 
out in March 2020, Judges can do 
a lot of  damage by arrogating to 
themselves decisions that only the 
col lect ive  of  voters  in  any 
constituency are allowed by the 
constitution to make. Imo State 
under Hope Uzodinma provides 
tragic proof. The judges who have 
accused INEC of  procuring 
e l e c t o r a l  a b r a c a d a b r a  a r e 
themselves avid exponents of  the 
dark art of  judicial abracadabra. 
In 2023, this jurisprudence of  
abracadabra could cost us the 
country.

The final factor could be the 
Electoral Act. Nigeria's current 
Electoral Act is in arrears. In six 
years in power, President Buhari 
has never seen an Electoral Act 
that he could assent to. As Owei 
Lakemfa has pointed out, on four 
occasions in that period, Buhari 
has, under different artifices, 
declined assent to the Electoral 
Bill passed by the National 
Assembly. The design seems clear: 
by enabling a tyranny of  artisanal 
manipulation, he configures an 
electoral landscape favorable to 
the party that controls the official 
mechanisms of  coercion and the 
state violence. That is his party. If  
he  cont inues  on th is  path, 
Nigeria's 2023 election could be a 
t r a g i c  f a r c e  w i t h  d e a d l y 
consequences for the country and 
beyond. The stability of  West 
Africa and beyond could depend 
on how much they succeed or fail 
in doing so.

independent commissioners. 
Credible sources within INEC 
report that during the Anambra 
governorship election, a state 
governor in south-east Nigeria 
repeatedly threatened an INEC 
Commissioner from the same 
region that he would be replaced if  
he did not comply with the need 
for the governor's party to corrupt 
the election. His party lost the 
election. That Commissioner has 
recently been replaced with a 
nominee who is himself  a staff  of  
INEC. In 2019, the regime sought 
t o  i n t i m i d a t e  t h e  s a m e 
commissioner by deploying the 
State Security Service (SSS) to 
arrest him in the middle of  the 
general election. His crime was 
that he could not be bought or 
sold. The Commissioner for 
logistics, a retired Air Vice 
Marshall, has also been replaced. 
In July and August 2022, the 
tenure of  at least 23 Resident 
Electoral Commissioners (RECS) 
will lapse. Their replacements will 
have less than six months to bed in 
before the 2023 elections. If  this 
trend of  replacing experienced 
commissioners  of  integr i ty 
continues, INEC will not be able 
to salvage any credibility from the 
2023 elections.

Second, technology; INEC 
has been quite voluble about the 
Bi-Modal Voter Accreditation 
System (BVAS) as its answer to 
Nigeria's chronic problems of  
voter accreditation and ballot 
collation. This system had its first 
major outing in the Anambra 
gove r nor sh ip  e l ec t ion  l a s t 
November. BVAS is geospatially 
dependent. It is also broadband 
dependent and needs 4G to 
guarantee functionality. Anambra 
is Nigeria's second smallest state at 
4 , 8 4 4  k m ² ,  w i t h  a  d e n s e 
population, in which communities 
live cheek-by-jowl with one 
another. The next two states in 
which INEC will audition BVAS 
before the 2023 presidential 
election, Ekiti (6,353 km²) and 
Osun (9,251 km²), combine for 
only 15,604 km² of  landmass or 
nearly the size of  Lagos State 
smaller than the smallest state in 
northern Nigeria, Gombe State 
(18,768 km²).

By contrast, Niger State, the 

biggest state in (northern) Nigeria 
at 76,363 km² is about two and a 
half  times the size of  Oyo State, 
which at 28,454 km² is the largest 
state in southern Nigeria but only 
the 14th in the country. In 
Anambra, INEC could get away 
with the electoral frustrations of  
BVAS but they are unlikely to do 
so in Zamfara State with 39,762 
km² or in Taraba State's 54,473 
km². Despite its evident geospatial 
sensitivities, BVAS will only have 
been tested in three relatively small 
states of  southern Nigeria before 
the 2023 elections but nowhere in 
the north. A situation in which 
BVAS can only be deployed in 
Southern Nigeria in 2023 but not 
i n  t h e  N o r t h  w i l l  r a t h e r 
problematic, to put it mildly. With 
4 - G  c o v e r a g e  o f  N i g e r i a 
realistically unlikely to break 65% 
in the next year, the elections could 
b e  d e c i d e d  i n  N i g e r i a ' s 
telecommunications blindspots.

T h i r d ,  v i o l e n c e ;  2 0 2 1 
recorded the worst toll in deadly 
violence in the country since 2015. 
The United States Holocaust 
Memor ia l  Museum's  Ear ly 
Warning Projections for 2021-22 
ranks Nigeria 8th in the global list 
of  countries at risk of  mass 
killings. Access to illegal firearms 
has been democratized. At the 
beginning of  2022, the Auditor-
Genera l  o f  the  Federa t ion 
reported “the total number of  lost 
firearms (from the Nigeria Police 
Force) as reported as at December 
2018 stood at 178,459 pieces. Out 
of  this number, 88,078 were AK-
47 rifles.” The numbers are likely 
to have grown vastly since 2018. 
To police the Anambra election 
last November, the country 
deployed nearly 14% of  active-
duty police assets, supplemented 
by other security agencies. There 
will not be this proportion of  
assets available in a general 
election. In the absence of  any 
credible ideas for diminishing the 
current trajectory of  violence in 
Nigeria, INEC will struggle to find 
election administrators and 
numbers will be manufactured 
from places where no voting can 
take place.

Fourth, judicial capture; 
Every election cycle in Nigeria has 
three seasons. The campaign 
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