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Peter Obi speaks!
“I won 2023 Presidential election”
...Assures Nigerians of reclaiming mandate peacefully

2023 polls: How 10 serving, ex-govs lost 
election to NASS

...Aisha Yesufu to APC, Tinubu: You’re afraid of celebrating

...Tinubu starts reconciliation moves, C’ttee to meet Atiku, Obi, Kwankwaso 

INEC uploads 82% of results, days after
Presidential poll result declaration

Election results: Tinubu will not be sworn in

as President – Ezeife

ObiTinubu

Gunmen attack Abia
Deputy Governor's
community

Presidential poll: Winning without FCT illegal,
Ozoani (SAN) cites Supreme, Appeal Courts
Judgements



Why Abia REC hid in Hotel Damgrate
 - Aid
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News

APC candidate, Tinubu wins
Nigeria’s 2023 Presidential election
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
he Independent Na-
tional Electoral Com-
mission (INEC) has 

declared the candidate of  
the All Progressives Con-
gress (APC), Asiwaju Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu as winner 
of  Nigeria’s presidential 
election and president elect. 

The INEC chairman, 
Prof. Mahmood Yakubu, 
who announced the final 
result at exactly 3:55 am 
Wednesday, after three days 
of  collation of  results from 
across the 36 states of  the 
federation and the FCT, 
said Tinubu polled a total 

8,794,726 votes.
Tinubu defeated his main 

rival, Atiku Abubakar of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) who won 6,984,520 
and Peter Obi of  Labour 
Party (LP) who polled 
6,101,533 to come second 
and third respectively.

Senator Rabiu Musa 
Kwankwaso of  the New Ni-
geria Peoples Party (NNPP) 
was fourth with 1,496,687 
votes.

The total valid votes 
during the polls during 
2023 General Election is 
24,025,940; the total reject-
ed votes: 939,278 and total 
votes cast: 24,965,218.

The announcement was 

made by the chairman of  
INEC, Professor Mahmood 
Yakubu, after the comple-
tion of  the collation and an-
nouncement of  results from 
across Nigeria, which start-
ed at the national collation 
centre in Abuja, on Sunday, 
February 26th ended in the 
early hours of  Wednesday, 
March 1.

After the announcement 
of  votes received by all 18 
candidates, the INEC chair-
man who presides over the 
proceedings at the National 
Collation Centre, and dou-
bles as the Chief  Returning 
Officer of  the presidential 
election received the results 
from the 36 states plus the 

Ohanaeze rejects Presidential election 
results, says INEC didn’t follow guidelines

T
he Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
Worldwide has reject-
ed the results declared 

by the Independent National 
Electoral Commission after 
last Saturday’s presidential 
election.
  The body said the results 
released were marred with 
“monumental irregularities” 
and failure of  the commis-
sion to follow its guidelines 
in conducting the election.
The National Vice Presi-
dent of  the organisation, 
Chief  Damian Okeke-Ogene 
stated these in Awka, on 
Wednesday.
  He urged Nigerians to re-
main calm, adding that the 
last may not have been heard 
of  the 2023 presidential elec-
tion.
  He said, “With voting and 
declaration of  results over, 
other processes will follow. 
I am sure that many Nigeri-
ans will, on their own, go to 
court to challenge the out-
come of  the exercise.

 “Many people have not ac-
cepted the declaration and 
many do not believe that 
they have a President-elect 
yet.
 “This is the worst election 
conducted by INEC. Im-
agine our President, Mu-
hammadu Buhari, saying 
during one of  the campaigns 
that Bola Tinubu is the next 
president at a time the elec-
tion had not been conducted, 
which was an indication that 
the election was even rigged 
before it was conducted.
  “The INEC chairman, Prof. 
Yakubu Mahmood was busy 
promising Nigerians that 
their votes would count and 
that the votes would be trans-
mitted from the polling units 
to the INEC server, only 
for the commission to do 
everything manually with the 
attendant corrupt practices.
  “As it turned out, many Ni-
gerians voted, but their votes 
did not count, which was 
frustrating.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he dramatic aban-
donment of  duty on 
Sunday by Abia State 

Resident Electoral Com-
missioner, Prof  Chijioke 
Izuchukwu has been ex-
plained by a close aid to the 
disgraced REC. It would 
be recalled that Prof  Izu-
chukwu disappeared from 
Collation Centre of  INEC 
in Umuahia on Saturday 
while results were coming 
into the Centre. He rather 
lodged in Hotel Damgrate 
close to Abia State Gov-

ernment House and also re-
fused to pick his phone calls.

But after much search for 
him, men of  the Depart-
ment of  Security (DSS) Abia 
State Command located 
him inside the hotel and dis-
gracefully broke into his ho-
tel room. After being pulled 
out from the Hotel room, 
Prof  Izuchukwu could not 
immediately explain why he 
lodged in a Hotel when he 
was supposed to be on duty.

He was subsequently 
stripped of  his duty and the 
Administration Secretary of  
INEC Abia State was asked 
to perform his functions. But 

speaking to News Echo on 
Wednesday, an aid to the 
REC who spoke under an-
onymity revealed that his 
boss was overwhelmed by 
the election duty.

According to the male 
aid, “Oga was overwhelmed 
by the pressures of  his du-
ties. He was confused and 
that was why he went to the 
Hotel to cool off.” The aid 
denied the claims in some 
quarters that Prof  Izuchuk-
wu received some bribe 
from politicians to compro-
mise his job, declaring that 
such claims were unfound-
ed.

Nigerians have spoken, hope is renewed  - Uzodimma congratulates Tinubu

I
mo state governor and 
APC PCC southeast 
Campaign DG, Governor 

Hope Uzodimma has con-
gratulated the President- elect, 
Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu 
over his victory at the just con-
cluded polls.

Tinubu of  the APC polled 
8,794,726 to defeat his closest 
rival Atiku of  the PDP who 
polled 6.984,520 to come sec-
ond at the 2023 presidential 
polls.

He noted that Tinubu’s pa-
triotic offer for selfless service 
to Nigeria has never been in 
doubt. The statement reads: 
Over the past few months, 
we have toured the nooks and 
crannies of  our country Ni-

geria, preaching the message 
of  “Renewed Hope” which is 
anchored on the consolidation 
of  the gains of  President Mu-
hammadu Buhari-led Federal 
Government.

With the desires of  the peo-
ple and the quest for improved 
governance, the project was 
conceived and designed to de-
liver a transformed system of  
governance, one with the inter-
est of  the people at heart and a 
commitment to success.

It is relishing that after the 
collation of  results from all the 
States and having satisfied the 
requirements as stipulated by 
our laws, the Independent Na-
tional Electoral Commission 

   “If  the LP goes to court, all 
the ugly things done during 
the February 2023 presiden-
tial election will be exposed 
for the world to see.”
Okeke-Ogene said fur-
ther that the Labour Party 
changed the political config-
uration of  the country, add-
ing that things will never be 
the same again.
  “Nigerians are now more 
determined to take back their 
country and Ohanaeze be-
lieves that they will succeed.
 “With what happened in 
states like Lagos, Plateau, 
Nasarawa, Kaduna and oth-
er places, it is obvious that 
Nigerians are no longer talk-
ing along tribal inclinations,” 
he added.
  He told the international 
community that in addition 
to sending observers to Ni-
geria during elections, they 
should also sanction those 
who undermine democracy 
in the country.

(INEC) declared the Candi-
date of  our great party, the All 
Progressives Congress (APC), 
the winner and thereby re-
turned elected.

On behalf  of  the Govern-
ment and good people of  Imo 
State, I most heartily con-
gratulate the President-elect, 
His Excellency Asiwaju Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu and the Vice 
President-elect, His Excellen-
cy Senator Shetima Kashim 
on their deserved landslide 
victory. The credibility and 
tenacity of  Mr President-elect 
to patriotically offer selfless 
service to Nigeria have never 
been in doubt. Here is a man 
who, against all odds, trans-
formed the “Center of  Excel-

FCT and proceeded with 
computation and tallying.

Professor Mahmood went 
on to declare the APC pres-
idential candidate as the 
winner of  the presidential 
election and was returned 
elected “having satisfied the 
requirements of  the law and 
scoring the highest numbers 
of  votes.”.

Declaring the final result, 
the INEC Chairman said 
Tinubu and the APC also 
satisfied the constitutional 
requirement.

Meanwhile, the certificate 
of  return (CoR) was issued 
to Tinubu and his running 
mate, Senator Kashim Shet-
tima on wednesday at the 
national collation centre 
Abuja.

Kalu hails Tinubu’s victory 

F
ormer Governor of  
Abia State and Chief  
Whip of  the Senate, 

Dr. Orji Kalu has congrat-
ulated the President- elect, 
Asiwaju Bola Tinubu. 
Describing the victory of  
Tinubu as a good and time-
ly development, Kalu com-
mended the President-elect 
for his courage, political 
dexterity and maturity.

The former Governor, 
who is also returning as 
Senator representing Abia 
North Senatorial district 
called on the presidential 
candidates of  other political 
parties to join hands with 
the President elect in build-
ing a prosperous nation.

The Senate Chief  Whip 
cautioned politicians and 
other stakeholders against 
divisive utterances, add-
ing that the principles of  
democracy were strictly 
adhred to before, during 
and after the presidential 
elections.

He said, ” I congratulate 
President Muhammadu 

Buhari, President- elect, 
Asiwaju Bola Tinubu and 
the entire All Progressives 
Congress (APC) family and 
Nigerians in general on the 
outcome of  the presidential 
election.

 “Tinubu’s victory in the 
poll is a testimony to his 
general acceptability across 
board.

 “The President- elect no 
doubt will take Nigeria to 
greater heights in view of  
his intellectual capacity and 
political sagacity.

 “I am optimistic that the 
President-elect will run an 
all inclusive and participa-
tory government for the sake 
of  national cohesion.

 “Nigerians will not be dis-
appointed in Tinubu’s lead-
ership”.

The former Governor 
called on Nigerians to be 
wary of  desperate politi-
cians who are making un-
guided statements to insti-
gate violence, adding that 
the presidential election was 
credible, free and fair.

lence” into an African prestig-
ious Metropolis and over time, 
invested in human capital de-
velopment across the nation. I 
join progressive Nigerians and 
people of  goodwill to felicitate 
with our President-elect even 
as we pray for God’s grace 
and wisdom upon him as he 
discharges the responsibilities 
of  piloting the affairs of  our 
nation.

Once more, congratula-
tions to the President-elect, 
His Excellency Asiwaju Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu and the Vice 
President-elect, His Excellen-
cy Senator Shetima Kashim. 
At last, Nigerians have spoken 
and Hope is renewed.

Election results: Tinubu will not be sworn in
as President – Ezeife

ormer Governor of  FA n a m b r a  S t a t e , 
C h u k w u e m e k a 

E z e i f e ,  h a s  s a i d  t h e 
president-elect, Bola Tinubu 
will not be sworn in as 
Nigeria's President.

Ezeife said this while 
accusing the Independent 
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t o r a l 
Commission, INEC, of  
manipulating the electoral 
process and rigging the 
Presidential and National 
Assembly elections in favour 
of  the All Progressives 
Congress, APC and its 
candidate Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu.

The former Anambra 
he lmsman sa id  i t  was 
obvious that Peter Obi of  the 
Labour Party, LP, won the 
presidential election across 
the country.

Chairman of  INEC, 
Mahmood Yakubu, in the 
early hours of  Wednesday, 
declared the presidential 
c a n d i d a t e  o f  t h e  A l l 
Progressives Congress, 

APC, Tinubu, winner of  the 
polls.

Yakubu said Tinubu 
polled a total of  8,794,726 to 
defeat his closest rivals and 
candidates of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party, PDP 
Atiku Abubakar and Peter 
Obi of  the Labour Party, LP 
who scored 6,984, 520 and 
6,101,533 respectively.

But Ezeife said that the 
p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n 
revealed so many things to 
Nigerians.

He said, ”I thank all the 
f o r e i g n  b o d i e s  w h o 
commented and condemned 
the integrity of  the election 
and thank all Nigerians for 
the way they treated the 
Labour Party.

“In fact I'm happy with 
the result the Labour Party 
got from the election not the 
ones announced by the 
INEC. Of  course, we know 
that one is fake. But what we 
saw was the Labour Party 
winning Lagos and across 
the country.

“Some people who do 
not believe in the oneness of  
t h e  c o u n t r y  a r e  n o w 
thinking otherwise. And the 
future of  Nigeria is now 
brighter. I do not believe that 
Tinubu, my friend, would be 
sworn in as President.



I can’t trade security, peace of 
Abians for Senatorial ambition
– Ikpeazu 

    
 

News

Tinubu sets up reconciliation
committee, plans meeting Obi,
Atiku, others – Akeredolu
B

ola Ahmed Tinubu, 
the president-elect, 
has set up a commit-

tee to meet with presidential 
candidates of  other parties 
for reconciliation.

Ondo state governor Roti-
mi Akeredolu disclosed this 
on Wednesday in Abuja dur-
ing the presentation of  the 
certificate of  return to Tinu-
bu and Kashim Shetima, 
vice president-elect.

He said the committee 
comprises elders of  the rul-
ing All Progressives Con-
gress (APC).

Tinubu secured 8,794,726 

votes to defeat Atiku 
Abubakar of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
who got 6,984,520 votes, 
and Peter Obi of  the La-
bour Party (LP) who polled 
6,101,533 votes.

In a statement signed by 
Richard Olatunde, his chief  
press secretary, Akeredolu 
said the election reflects the 
wishes of  the electorate.

The governor added that 
every aggrieved person will 
be met for reconciliation.

“The president-elect has 
set up committees to meet 
with the gentlemen who con-
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tested in the election for us 
to start the healing process. I 
belong to one of  the commit-
tees. We are going to meet 
them and appeal to them so 
that we can work together,” 
he said.

“This is an election that 
was not padded. People who 
voted were counted, that 
is the way I see it, not one 
which shows millions of  
votes. You can see the can-
didates, everyone won 12 
states each, it has never been 
like that before.”

The governor said the 
votes recorded by APC can-

didates in Ondo show the 
love of  the people for his ad-
ministration, adding that the 
people “willingly” supported 
his clamour for a southern 
president

“Ondo people are progres-
sives and we will always, at 
least, be on the side of  pro-
gressivism. 

“From the onset, we were 
at the forefront of  clamour 
for a southern president and 
so we have to put everything 
we had into it and we got the 
support, that is why we are 
able to make it,” he said.

President-elect Bola Tinubu receives return Certificate from INEC Chairman Prof  Mahmood Yakubu.

INEC uploads 82% of results, days after
Presidential poll

T
he Independent Na-
tional Electoral Com-
mission (INEC) has so 

far uploaded 145, 519 results 
from 176, 846 polling units, 
four days after the presiden-
tial poll.

The figure represents 82 
percent of  results from all the 
polling units.

As of  the time of  filing this 
report, the electronic trans-
mission of  results was still 
ongoing.

The commission has come 
under criticism over its fail-
ure to electronically transmit 
results to the results viewing 
portal

Mahmood Yakubu, chair-
man of  the commission, 
promised that accreditation 
figures and results would be 
transmitted on election day.

However, on the INEC 
website on Wednesday, the 
results of  all the polling units 
were yet to be uploaded.

Earlier in the day, INEC 
had declared Bola Tinubu, 
presidential candidate of  the 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC), as the winner of  the 

election. Yakubu had said 
Tinubu secured a total of  
8,794,726 votes to win the 
election.

Atiku Abubakar of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) had the second-high-
est figure with 6,984,520 
votes, while Peter Obi of  the 
Labour Party (LP) was next 
with 6,101,533 votes.

Peter Obi: We have orig-
inal election results – LP 
Campaign, youths protest in 
Abuja

A large number of  sup-
porters of  the Labour Party 
presidential candidate, Peter 
Obi on Wednesday staged a 
protest at the Federal Capital 
Territory, over alleged ma-
nipulation of  the Saturday 
election.

The protesters who are 
largely youths, converged at 
the Unity Fountain Abuja on 
Wednesday morning to de-
mand the cancellation of  the 
alleged altered presidential 
election results.

The Labour Party’s Na-
tional Campaign Manager, 
Isaac Balami who spoke 

with DAILY POST at the 
protest ground, alleged that 
the party agents have results 
different from what the In-
dependent National Elector-
al Commission, INEC an-
nounced.

He said, “We are here to 
activate the process of  get-
ting back out stolen mandate. 
We believe and we have it on 
record that APC did not win 
this election.

“We have our results. The 
results they announced are 
not what our agents have. We 
are not here to fight, we are 
here to tell the whole world 

T
he Governor of  Abia 
State, Dr Okezie Ik-
peazu has said that the 

peace and security of  Abia 
State and her people remain 
more important to him, than 
senatorial election victory, ir-
respective of  whether the pro-
cess was flawed or not.

According to the Governor, 
“Our government is resolute-
ly committed to ensuring 
continuing security and peace 
that Abia has consistently en-
joyed under my watch. We 
are grateful to God that so 
far, there is no single account 
of  any loss of  life during the 
Presidential and National As-
sembly elections. There were 
also no reports of  electoral 
violence.

 “On a personal note, I am 
a fulfilled man. I have won 
many battles and elections, 
including defeating Cov-
id-19. I am completing my 
two terms as Governor and 
I am grateful to God for past 
and future victories. Elections 

will come and go every four 
years and just like in any oth-
er contest, you win some and 
lose some.

 “To our detractors, the 
events of  last few days are 
enough to put us down but 
we are even more focused 
and determined now than 
ever before, to ensure victory 
for our party, PDP, and our 
candidates including Chief  
Okey Ahiwe who is our flag 
bearer as we approach the 
Governorship and State As-
sembly elections. Above all, 
we will work to ensure that 
the peace and security which 
defined the last election are 
replicated in the Gubernato-
rial election”, the governor’s 
chief  press secretary, Onye-
buchi Ememanka said in a 
statement.

The Governor, therefore, 
calls on our people to remain 
calm, peaceful and resolute 
as we work to ensure victory 
in the next round of  elections.

that our mandate has been 
stolen and we are not going 
just sit at home and cry”.

Recall that the INEC 
Chairman, Mahmood Yaku-
bu had announced Bola 
Tinubu of  the All Progres-
sives Congress, APC winner 
of  the election.

Tinubu polled a total of  
8,794,726 to defeat his clos-
est rivals and candidates of  
the Peoples Democratic Par-
ty, PDP, Atiku Abubakar and 
Peter Obi of  the Labour Par-
ty, LP who scored 6,984, 520 
and 6,101,533 respectively.

President-elect, Bola Tinubu receives Return Certificate, thanks Nigerians

P
resident-elect, Al-
haji Ahmed Bola 
Tinubu has received 

his certificate of  return as 
a prove of  authenticity of  
winning the keenly contest-
ed Presidential Election in 
Nigeria.

The certificate was pre-
sented to Tinubu in Abuja 
Wednesday, 1-03-2023 by 
the Chairman of  INEC, 

Prof. Mahmood Yakubu 
before the crowds of  wit-
nesses.

Hon. Chairman, Prof. 
Mahmood Yakubu today 
presented the Certificates 
of  Return to the Presi-
dent-Elect and Vice Presi-
dent-Elect.

This was done following 
his earlier declaration of  the 
candidates of  the All Pro-

Abia guber: We shall transform Abia
State into S/East diplomatic 
capital, APC’s Emenike vows

A
s March 11 guberna-
torial election crawls 
in, the candidate of  

the All Progressives Con-
gress, APC, in Abia State, 
High Chief  Ikechi Emenike 
has vowed that his adminis-
tration, if  elected will make 
this State a centre of  excel-
lence when he emerges the 
Governor. 
 Chief  Emenike pledged that 
his government would trans-
form the State into the dip-
lomatic capital of  the South-
East region of  the country, 
working assiduously to at-
tract the siting of  major con-
sulates in the State. 
  He promised to create build-
ing blocks for development 
such as agricultural, finan-
cial, industrial, technological, 
and infrastructural base for 
sustainable development in 
Abia State. 
  A full-fledged commercial 
bank with headquarters in 
Umuahia and branches in 
each of  17 LGAS. Ditto 
Insurance, Merchant and 
mortgage institutions. There 
would also be an industri-
al zone in each LGA in the 

State, and an industrial clus-
ter in each senatorial zone for 
small- scale industries and 
artisans.
   “Transform Abia State into 
the diplomatic capital of  the 
Southeast by working assid-
uously to attract the siting of  
major consulates in the State. 
“Enhance the Gross Domes-
tic Product as well as the 
Gross Domestic Happiness 
of  the people of  the state.
  The APC candidate whose 
watchword revolves around 
discipline and integrity, 
promised to demonstrate 
same in the course of  his ser-
vice to the people of  Abia. 
Emenike insisted that he 
would serve the people of  
Abia with utmost commit-
ment to the new state, while 
also inculcating same in all 
and sundry. 
  Stating his vision for the 
state, Ikechi Emenike main-
tained that he was deter-
mined against all odds, “to 
lead by example, demonstrat-
ing discipline, hard work, 
integrity, and unwavering 
commitment to the new Abia 
State.

gressives Congress as win-
ners of  the 2023 Presidential 
Election.

The receipt of  the return 
Certificate is the second step 
after his declaration in the 
early hours of  today dated 
1-03-2023. It is the expec-
tation of  the people to see 
President-elect assumes of-
fice and be sworn in on a 
date to be scheduled soon.

While waiting for his of-
ficial speech to the coun-
try, it is expected of  Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu to embrace 
all the contestants to form a 
common front to better the 
country. Congratulations 
from 9News Nigeria.

Dignitaries, Party stake-
holders and we’ll wishers 
of  the President-Elect were 
in attendance.
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espite facing its hardest Ds i t u a t i o n  d u e  t o  a n 
extensive special military 

operation since February 24, 2022, 
Ukraine has tremendously been 
contributing to ensure food security 
in a number of African countries. 
Rising food prices, climate change 
and natural disasters have hit some 
parts of Africa, and Ukraine is 
steadfast expressing its sympathy 
by transporting fertilizers, wheat, 
grains and other agricultural 
products to the Horn and East 
Africa.

President Volodymyr Zelenskiy 
s t r e s s e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f 
deepening areas of  trade and 
working to achieve representation 
i n  3 0  c o u n t r i e s  a c r o s s  t h e 
continent, with ten states already 
identified where new Ukrainian 
embassies will open. Ukraine offers 
m a n y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r 
cooperation with Africa, from 
agriculture to some food products, 
which could help facilitate a 
s tronger  socio-economic  t ie 
between both countries, says Daria 
Zarivna, Head of Communication 
a n d  P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  a t  t h e 
Administration.

With Africa experiencing what 
some consider its worst drought in 
40 years, the Ukrainian government 
have come up with an ambitious 
plan to provide grain to five million 
people in Africa by delivering up to 
60 ships of wheat by mid-2023.

According to her, the Ukraine 
government is very ambitious – we 
aim to provide grain to five million 
people in Africa by delivering up to 
60 ships of wheat by mid-2023. The 
programme is in partnership with 
the UN World Food Programme 
(WFP) who are supporting us in 
finding out which countries need 
help and what kind of  grain 
specification they need.

“We then assess the country's 
readiness to receive the grain and its 
ability to distribute fairly and 

responsibly on the ground. The 
ships undergo a specific process of 
inspec t ion,  moni tor ing  and 
surveillance from the beginning of 
the process (loading the grain) until 
the end of the trip (docking and 
distribution),” she underlined.

“Russia's war in Ukraine has 
disrupted Africa's development and 
recovery from the pandemic by 
raising food and fuel prices, 
disrupting trade of  goods, and 
reducing the flow of finance in the 
continent. The cooperation of 
African countries and the influence 
they may have over the Russia's 
aggression in Ukraine will have 
long term positive consequences for 
all parties involve,” says Zarivna.

Ukraine is looking to strengthen 
its economic and diplomatic 
relations with Africa. Ukraine's 
potential partnerships with African 
countries is so important to help 
increase international pressure on 
Russia and to allow Ukraine to 
continue to export its grain and 
support the continent's ongoing 
battle with food security.

The global food security crisis is 
a core part of the peaceful plan 
s u g ge s t e d  by  U k r a i n e.  T h e 
Zelenskiy  adminis t rat ion  i s 
wo r k i n g  t o  c r e a t e  s t r o n ge r 
diplomatic, economic, and social 
ties with Africa, all of which will 
help ensure long-term prosperity 
and stability for both Ukraine and 
Africa.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy has discussed with 
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah 
el-Sisi the fostering of food security 
and interaction in Ukraine's 
opening of food hubs in Africa. 
Ukrainian media reported, citing a 
message from Zelenskiy posted on 
social media that the parties also 
noted the importance of extending 
the Black Sea Grain Initiative. The 
initiative specifically allows for 
significant volumes of commercial 
food exports from three key 
Ukrainian ports in the Black Sea, 
and this initiative is supported by 
the United Nations.
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Opinion

his poser reminds me of  TPresident Muhammadu 
Buhari's speech during his 

first term inauguration in office 
that he belonged to everybody 
while simultaneously belonging to 
nobody. Relating this to Nigerian 
airports, I say everybody is in 
charge of  Nigerian airports while 
truly nobody is in charge of  
Nigerian airports. As the Yoruba 
proverb says: Esin ajobo, ebi lo n 
paa ku.

And as the proverbial horse in 
the proverb, the Nigerian horse 
being fed by all is now famishing to 
death. Thus, nobody is in charge of  
the management of  Nigerian 
airports. I am sure, as a reader of  
this column, you will be wondering 
why I am saying this, or what really 
is my mission or where is my 
destination. Certainly, this is a 
legitimate enquiry, which I shall 
pretty shortly answer. Generally 
speaking, the Federal Airports 
Authority of  Nigeria (FAAN) is in 
charge of  Nigerian airports, by 
statute.

T h i s  s t e m s  f r o m  t h e 
appreciation of  the stamp of  
authority the agency is meant to 
have over the control of  airports. 
This is, however, as far as the 
provision and maintenance of  the 
s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d 
infrastructures are concerned, but 
this is not conclusive as I shall 
unveil  in the course of  this 
conversation. My enquiry in this 
discourse arose out of  passengers' 
experience at our international 
airports. As most travellers or users 
of  our international airports are 
famil iar  with,  we are  of ten 
c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  a r r ay s  o f  
uniformed officials as we travel out 
and return into the country. The 
familiar agents you interact with, at 
the barest minimum, include 
officers of  the Nigerian Customs, 
men of  the Immigration Service, 
officers of  the Department of  State 
Security, men of  the National Drug 
L aw  E n f o r c e m e n t  A ge n c y, 

Quarantine Services,  health 
control officers, FAAN security 
officials and, at times, the Nigeria 
Police as well as the Nigerian Air 
Force.

Prior to the intervention of  the 
Vice-President, Prof  Yemi Osibajo, 
GCON, SAN, in the sanitization 
of  the Lagos International Airport, 
arising from the then reigning 
confusion, no passenger could 
escape the preying eyes of  virtually 
all the above-mentioned agencies. 
The protocol then used to be that a 
passenger gets checked by all of  
them at one point or the other, 
thereby making each journey less 
than pleasurable. Each journey 
used to be tortuous and harrowing 
then, as you must have been 
completely stressed out before 
boarding the aircraft. Stress, of  
course, in this context includes 
financial, as you would be made to 
directly or indirectly part with 
some funds. It took the said 
unscheduled visit of  the Vice-
President while acting as the 
President to the international 
airport in Lagos to reorganize and 
sanitize the Lagos International 
Airport. Based on the directives of  
the Vice-President, only two 
checkpoints, or, if  you prefer, 
inspection points, existed since 
then.

Once you pass through the x-
ray machine at the entry with your 
luggage, with the oversight of  the 
relevant officials, the only other 
point is the Immigration/State 
Security departmental desk. This 
made life easier for the travellers 
across Lagos or those travelling via 
L a g o s  a i r p o r t s .  Wi t h  t h a t 
development, I had thought that 
whoever was responsible for the 
airports would institutionalize this 
across all other international 
airports, at least, by way of  
uniformity. Alas, this is not so. My 
recent trip via the Aminu Kano 
International Airport revealed this 
much to me. Travelling out through 
the Aminu Kano International 

Airport is like a cow striving to pass 
through the eye of  a needle. I 
personally experienced not fewer 
than 11 checkpoints before finally 
boarding the aircraft. I even 
understand it could be more than 
that at times, depending on your 
luck. Interestingly, most of  the 
checkpoints were manned by 
faceless or unidentifiable officials 
whose role you really don't even 
know. The most horrendous of  this 
is the Immigration desk in Kano. 
Where the passport and visa are 
checked by an Immigration official 
i s  di f ferent  f rom where the 
fingerprints and face capture take 
place.

All of  this requiring punitive 
q u e u e s.  N ow,  i s  t h e r e  a n y 
coordination of  the activities of  
these various agencies at the 
airport? Obviously, there is none. 
Each agency operates as an island 
and in silos. There is absolutely no 
teamwork. The effect of  this 
anarchical arrangement is that 
Nigerians are made to suffer so 
much before they could board the 
aircraft to their destinations. The 
worst thing is that all these take 
place in a hostile environment 
devoid of  any ventilation. The 
environment is never conducive 
and always so terribly hot that a 
person gets easily dehydrated. I 
recall my last arrival at the Lagos 
airport, for instance, I was virtually 
fainting until I saw a pillar I could 
lean on. This is murderous. As if  
that is insufficient, there is hardly 
any clean and hygienic toilet to use 
in case of  the call of  nature. The 
place  s t inks  l ike  an animal 
dungeon. I remember even during 
my arrival at the Kano airport, the 
electricity or power went off, 
throwing all of  us into darkness. 
This is in a supposedly new airport 
building that was configured in a 
climate-unfriendly way. No proper 
aeration or ventilation, much less 
lighting when the power is off. As 
remarked above, the discomfort 
suffered by Nigerians in the process 
of  this chaos is better imagined 

than experienced.
Is it that we need the Vice-

President to visit each of  the 
international airports in the nation 
to enthrone order? What is the 
responsibility of  the Minister for 
Av i a t i o n ,  b u s y  p r o m i s i n g 
impossibilities? Air Nigeria is still 
in  l imbo.  Ra ther  than  h im 
addressing this challenge, he is 
busy boasting about resources for 
election. One would have thought 
that enthroning sanity at the 
airports would have been one of  
the campaign references, where 
such matters other than money! 
The basis upon which he is 
campaigning, therefore, beats one's 
imagination. I recall him boasting 
recently that his party had acquired 
sufficient fund to 'muscle' the votes 
of  the electorate. Where else could 
the money have come from? 
Certainly, he cannot run on the 
s team of  the  gover nmenta l 
achievements, as he knows that the 
verdict according to his fellow 
compatriots in government and in 
the ruling party, Ganduje of  Kano 
State, El-Rufai of  Kaduna State 
and others, is that their government 
has only succeeded in inflicting 
pain on the citizens. Kudos to all of  
them. Just as the aviation minister 
has succeeded in inflicting more 
pains on us as travellers. Today, we 
pay one of  the highest fares in the 
world both for international and 
domestic flights. Worst one is, 
despite the astronomical fares, we 
are usually flown with the worst 
aircraft in the fleet of  most of  the 
airlines. This is our story and life. 
Since it is now obvious that the 
minister of  aviation is not in charge 
of  the international airports nor 
any other airport, irrationally due 
to distraction, can we then search 
for an alternative person or 
institution that can coordinate the 
affairs at our airports?

If  the London experience is 
considered and adopted, one will 
notice that, beyond the Border 
Force, the Immigration Service, in 
our instance, sparingly do you see 
Customs officers who remotely 
examine and inspect bags. Beyond 
these  two Uni ted  Kingdom 
agencies, you certainly will not 
come across any other agency 
harassing you at the border of  the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a i r p o r t s ,  a s 
obtainable in Nigeria. The net 
effect of  this is simply that, in saner 
climes, only two agencies, at best, 
you are ever likely to come across at 
the airports, the immigration 
service and the customs service, 
occasionally. These are the relevant 
agencies in any international 
airport worth its salt, as all other 
agencies operate remotely through 
technology and intelligence. Since 
it is safe to conclude that, in 
Nigeria, there is nobody in charge 
of  the coordination of  the airports, 
multiple things must happen to 
engender sanity. The very first is 

that there must be uniformity of  
o p e r a t i o n s  a c r o s s  a l l  t h e 
international airports in Nigeria.

Secondly, there must be an 
overhaul of  the security agencies 
whose presence is relevant at the 
international airports. In this wise, 
I believe that only the Immigration 
Service and the Customs are, at 
best, required at the international 
airports. All other agencies must 
operate remotely, as what they are 
doing manually in order to extort 
money  can  much  be t t e r  be 
performed through technology 
with greater degrees of  success. 
Even for the Customs, proper 
technology must be availed them to 
scan from afar luggage being 
brought into the country. They 
must not be regularly visible, except 
on occasions of  show of  presence. 
Stemming from the above, the 
major agency that must remain 
visible should be the Immigration 
Service through which other 
agencies can operate. For instance, 
I am aware that the Immigration 
Service has custody of  a huge data 
o f  N i g e r i a n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r ly 
Nigerians with international 
travelling passports, through which 
they can assist other agencies in 
case of  watch-listing. Why the need 
for the men of  the State Security 
Department then?

Otherwise, the anti-corruption 
agencies, the Nigeria Police and 
other agencies must have presence 
at the airports to monitor their 
suspects  too.  This  being an 
invitation to further chaos at the 
international airports. If  this 
proposition is acceptable, it then 
means that there will be only only 
one check/inspection point in and 
out of  the country's international 
airports, thereby ensuring sanity at 
t h e  a i r p o r t s .  To u t i n g  a n d 
racketeering will be substantially 
reduced,  i f  not  e l iminated. 
Infrastructures will even endure as 
there will be less traffic, and 
security shall be enhanced as 
faceless or unidentifiable people 
would not find comfort there. 
These are some of  the advantages 
that will be derived from the 
rationalization of  the agencies at 
the airports. The import of  all the 
above is that we do not have to wait 
for the Vice-President to come and 
h e l p  r e s t r u c t u r e  t h e  o t h e r 
international airports as done by 
him in Lagos. Civility dictates that 
we overhaul the present system in a 
manner that someone will be in 
charge rather than everybody being 
in charge. FAAN, if  given the 
leverage, can make this happen, at 
least, as the landlord of  all the 
agencies. It is hoped that someone, 
somewhere will yield to this simple 
plea on behalf  of  Nigerians. 
Enough of  this torture and pains by 
those who are meant to make our 
lives easier.
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Who is in charge of Nigerian
airports?
By Dr. Muiz Banire SAN
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PDP Presidential candidate Atiku Abubakar, with running mate Ifeanyi Okowa receives the West 
Africa Elders Forum (WAEF) Election Mission to Nigeria at my residence in Abuja, led by the former 
president of Ghana, His Excellency John Dramani Mahama and Fmr President Goodluck Jonathan.

Ogunewe urges Imolites to vote for Labour 
Party Assembly candidates come March 11 
By Grace Ofurum

T
he leading Labour 
Party gubernatorial 
aspirant, Maj. Gen. 

Lincoln Keonyemere Jack 
Ogunewe (Rtd) has urged 
Imo State electorate to come 
out en-masse on March 11 
to vote for all Labour Party 
House of  Assembly candi-
dates.

Speaking to newsmen in 
Owerri, Imo State, Ogunewe 
expressed regrets at the level 
of  thuggery and voter intim-
idation never witnessed in 
Imo State where our fathers, 
mothers, sons and daughters 
were harassed, beaten and 
chased away like criminals. 
He said that this is highly 
condemnable and negates 
the principles of  democra-
cy which is anchored on the 
freedom of  choice to elect 
leaders and representatives 
of  the people. 

He therefore urged Imo-
lites to come out once again 
and vote for Labour Party 
in the coming State House 
of  Assembly elections on 11 
March 2023. He stated that 
“this election is the battle for 
the soul of  Imo State. Do not 
fear, do not be deterred in 
coming out to vote massively 
for Labour Party.” 

He urged the military, po-
lice and other security agen-
cies to remember that they 
swore to an oath to protect 
the lives and properties of  
Nigerians and urged them to 
live up to this constitutional 
duty. He further advised them 
that they should not only be 
impartial but must be seen as 
such. 

Ogunewe emphasized that 
the military, police and other 
security agencies are in a bet-
ter position to know a legal 
and illegal order and urged 
them to always obey legal or-

ders in their line of  duty. 
He frowned at the level 

of  violence perpetuated by 
politicians in the quest for 
political power wondering if  
it was motivated by the zeal 
to serve or loot. He said that 
once leaders see leadership 
as a burden and not an in-
vestment, violence, thuggery, 
manipulations will cease and 
the will of  the people will be 
allowed to prevail in elec-
tions. 

He appealed to Imolites 
to embrace peace, love and 
unity despite the odds, chal-
lenges and provocations. He 
asked “are we not one peo-
ple, one race, one homoge-
neous entity and wondered 
why the hatred, killings and 
destructions? He said that all 
these will end when the right 
caliber of  leaders who place 
Imolites before self  are elect-
ed.

INEC omitted my party, APC on result sheet, 
Sam Onuigbo breaks silence
T

he incumbent Member 
representing Ikwua-
no/Umuahia North 

and South Federal Constitu-
ency of  Abia State, Rep. Sam 
Onuigbo has accused the 
Independent National Elec-
toral Commission, INEC of 
omitting his party’s name 
on the result sheet, in the just 
concluded election. Onuigbo 
who is the APC Senatorial 
Candidate for APC Senato-
rial Candidate for Abia Cen-
tral Districts lamented that 
the INEC failed to include 
the name of  my party on the 
result sheet APC Senatorial 
Candidate for Abia Central 
Districts.

Onuigbo stated this dur-
ing a press conference at his 
Umuahia home shortly after 
the just held election, which 
was reportedly declared in-

conclusive.
The statement read in 

detail: BY REP. SAM I. 
ONUIGBO FCIS, FNIM, 
Member Representing Ik-
wuano/Umuahia North/ 
South Federal Constituency 
of  Abia State in the National 
Assembly and the APC Sen-
atorial Candidate for Abia 
Central District.

It is with utmost sense of 
patriotism and love for our 
State, Abia and Country Ni-
geria that I address you today 
on the just concluded Nation-
al Assembly Elections.

My Journey to Public Ser-
vice which spans over three 
decades traversing through 
the American Embassy to the 
National Assembly to Abia 
State Executive Council and 
presently the National As-
sembly as the Member Rep-

resenting the good people of 
great Ikwuano/Umuahia 
North/ Umuahia South Fed-
eral Constituency has been 
one that has positively affect-
ed the people.

It is in line with my desire 
to continue serving my peo-
ple that I joined the race for 
the Senatorial Seat for Abia 
Central on the platform of  my 
Party , APC which witnessed 
Political gang up against my 
candidacy by some self-cen-
tered members of  the party.

On Friday, January 27, 
2023 at the Supreme Court 
of  Nigeria, the battle ended 
in my favour to the glory of 
God, the giver of  power. The 
Supreme Court on that day 
affirmed that I was the val-
idly elected candidate of  the 
party for Abia Central Sena-
torial District. The Court fur-
ther affirmed the judgment of 
the Court of  Appeal that Hon 

Emeka Atuma never partic-
ipated in the Abia Central 
Senatorial District primary 
election.

At this juncture I would 
like to thank the judiciary for 
rising to the occasion and dis-
lodging the political gangster-
ism, which then enabled me 
to contest for last Saturday’s 
general elections.

However, it is very aston-
ishing that the conduct of 
last Saturday’s Elections left 
much to be desired as INEC 
failed in it’s statutory respon-
sibility of  ensuring free, fair 
and credible poll.

It is disheartening to in-
form you that INEC failed to 
include the name of  my par-
ty on the result sheet for the 
2023 Abia Central Senatorial 
Election, consequently the 
documentation of my scores 
in the Election was shambol-
ic. This made a mess of  your 

votes for me and left our votes 
at the mercy of  Presiding 
Officers who chose to either 
leave out the result, record it 
among the invalid votes or 
in rare cases create a column 
with their own hands to enter 
it.

It is worthy to mention 
here that, INEC uploaded 
my Name on it’s Portal as 
the Senatorial Candidate 
for APC on 22nd December 
2022 after my Court of  Ap-
peal victory on the 30th of 
November, 2022.

The question now remains 
why was my Name missing 
on the Result Sheet?

This puzzle should be re-
solved by INEC and the 
Leadership of  my Party APC 
that made no effort to correct 
the anormaly at the Appro-
priate time.

Whereas I am consulting 
with my attorneys on the 

appropriate response to this 
grave omission, let me state in 
clear terms that I reject in its 
totality the strange figure of 
7,997 votes as manufactured 
and allocated to me and my 
party by INEC in an effort to 
save their face.

Be that as it may, I want 
to thank the good people of 
Ikwuano/Umuahia North 
and Umuahia South, Abia 
Central Senatorial Zone, the 
media, my friends, associates 
and indeed Ndi Abia and Ni-
gerians for the unquantifiable 
love shown me before now 
and during the election de-
spite various attempts to pull 
me down.

Over the years, you have 
given me undiluted support 
through your prayers, advice, 
phone calls, encouragement, 
etc, which was drawn from 
my service to humanity and I 
do not take them for granted.

Your genuine support to 
me has helped me through 
this period of  time to forgive 
all those who deliberately 
set out to deny me what le-
gitimately was mine and all 
those who wronged me.

I therefore assure you that 
I will continue to reciprocate 
this love which you have al-
ways showered on me for a 
long time now.

I promise to liaise with my 
successor, the incoming Sen-
ator for Abia Central Zone 
as well as the incoming ad-
ministration in the state and 
at the federal levels to ensure 
the completion of  all the on-
going projects attracted by 
me including:

The Umuahia – Umudike 
16km Dualization Project 
with a flyover from Amacha-
ra to Ossah.

The Federal Secretariat 
Project, Ekeoba, Umuahia 
North. Okwe – Obuohia – 
Nkari federal Road in Abia 
and Akwa Ibom States

The erosion control Pro-
ject in Elemega, Agbor Ibere 
autonomous community, in 
Ikwuano LGA.

The devastating gully 
erosion at Amaegbu village 
in Ugwuegbu autonomous 
community in Ariam Usaka, 
Ikwuano LGA.

The erosion control chal-
lenges and danger of  ma-
jor fire outbreak at PPMC 
pipeline in Umunwanwa in 
Umuahia South LGA

The Skills Acquisition 
Center in Apumiri Ubakala, 
Umuahia South LGA Head-
quarters which I am hopeful 
will be completed before the 
end of  this administration, 
and

The Achingali – Udobi- 
Obizi road in Imo state to 
Umunwanwa and Ubaka-
la in Umuahia South, Abia 
State in order to achieve the 
ultimate target which is mak-
ing life more meaningful for 
the people.

Chikwem Onuoha, Labour Party 
seek review of Imo Reps election

M
embers of  the La-
bour Party in Imo 
State on Wednes-

day called on the Independ-
ent National Electoral Com-
mission to review the result 
of  the Okigwe North Federal 
Constituency election which 
produced Mirriam Onuoha 
of  the All Progressives Con-
gress as the winner.
   At a Press conference in 
Owerri, the state capital, LP 
chieftains said that INEC 
aided APC to rig the elec-
tion which the LP candidate, 
Chikwem Onuoha won.
   A former lawmaker, Jasper 
Ndubuaku, said that the LP 
candidate, Chikwem Onuo-
ha, won the election in the 
federal constituency.
   Ndubuaku, said that it was 
unfortunate that the elec-
toral umpire connived with 
the APC candidate to write 
results in seven wards in the 
federal constituency where 
elections didn’t take place 
because of  insecurity.
   Adding his voice, the LP 
candidate said that he won 
the election in the 26 out of  
the 33 wards in the federal 
constituency where elec-
tions held.
   Onuoha called on INEC to 
review the result and declare 
him the rightful winner of  
the election.  He said “this 
fraud from Princess Miri-
am and her cohorts is not 
legally offensive but morally 
nauseating. How did some-
one who lost her ward to 
me score over 30,000+ votes 
in an LGA that rarely gives 
candidates 10,000 votes 
cumulatively since 1999? 
Moreso , when seven of  the 
wards of  the LGA witnessed 
no election as confirmed by 
INEC and residents of  the 
areas.
  “Even the joint votes for 
senatorial candidates of  the 

three major political parties 
in Imo North, made of  six 
LGAs wasn’t up to 30,000 
votes. This is unacceptable 
and in the light of  it we 
therefore make the follow-
ing prayers:
“INEC to collate results 
from the four wards election 
held in Okigwe LGA only, 
add the scores from declared 
results in Onuimo and Isia-
la-Mbano LGAs as they are 
the only valid and legal re-
sults. 
  “INEC to reject the fake re-
sult that was manufactured 
from where election never 
held for known security and 
logistics reasons, and if  al-
ready admitted, expunge it 
without further delay.
  “INEC to declare me the 
winner of  the election with 
the lawful votes already col-
lated as member- elect. 
 “Going by the election 
guideline, any declaration 
wrongly made shall be re-
viewed within seven days. In 
this regard, we urge INEC 
to review the erroneous dec-
laration made on February 
27, 2023 and declare me, 
Hon Chikwem Onuoha, as 
the duly elected candidate in 
the just concluded Okigwe 
North Federal Constituency 
election. 
  “INEC must undo the error 
and comply with our request 
within the next 48 hours to 
avoid a stable situation from 
going out of  control.
  “The National chairman 
of  INEC to call the commis-
sion’s REC in Imo State in  
order to save our democracy 
and restore the integrity of  
the commission. INEC and 
the law enforcement agen-
cies to arrest, investigate and 
persecute those involved in 
this unprecedented fraud 
and criminality to serve as 
deterrent to other violators.”



APC, Labour Party 
win Imo Senate 
elections as PDP 
loses out

News
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S
enator Mao Ohuabun-
wa has accused the 
Independent National 

Electoral Commission of  
worsening the evil of  rigging 
with the Bi-modal Voter Ac-
creditation System, BVAS. 
While lamenting, Ohuabun-
wa said many Nigerians had 
believed BVAS would put an 
end to manipulation of  elec-
tion results but it did other-
wise.

This is even as he has de-
nied the reports that he was 
allegedly arrested by secu-
rity agencies for trying to 
buy votes during last week’s 
National Assembly polls, de-
scribing the reports as satan-
ic stories assembled by his 
opponents.

The former Leader, 
ECOWAS Parliament, who 
contested last Saturday’s 
senatorial election in Abia 
North on the platform of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party, 
PDP, lamented that contra-
ry to earlier promises by the 
Independent National Elec-
toral Commission, INEC, 
election results were not up-

loaded through the BVAS to 
INEC server.

The deliberate delay and 
failure to do this, according 
to him, gave room for the 
manipulation of  poll results 
at the various collation cen-
tres.

Ohuabunwa, who ad-
dressed a press conference 
in Umuahia, accused INEC 
of  using BVAS to deceive in-
nocent contestants who be-
lieved the innovation would 
actually help checkmate 
rigging not knowing it had 
made things worse.

 “I thought BVAS would 
help stop rigging but now 
rigging is worse than ever. 
We trusted BVAS not know-
ing there was no BVAS”, he 
lamented.

Mao said that voting ma-
terials did not get to Aro-
chukwu and Ohafia federal 
constituency which is his 
stronghold until around 4:00 
pm on Saturday, thus lead-
ing to the late commence-
ment of  polls.

“I totally reject the result 
of  the Abia North senatorial 

election and I call for a fresh 
exercise,” he said.

Ohuabunwa alleged non-
use of  BVAS in collation of  
election results, deliberate 
disenfranchisement of  his 
supporters, and resort to 
manual collation as reasons 
for rejecting the result.

He said there was no elec-
tion in over 100 polling units 
in his stronghold, alleging it 
was orchestrated to disen-
franchise his supporters and 
ultimately suppress his votes.

Senator Ohuabunwa fur-
ther lamented that even 
while voters in the affected 
areas re-assembled on Mon-
day, February 27 for a re-run 
poll as directed by INEC, the 
Returning Officer contrary 
to Electoral Act rushed to 
announce the results.

Ohuabunwa who said the 
number of  voters in the dis-
enfranchised units was over 
60,000, which was far more 
than margin of  win, called 
for the cancellation of  the 
entire exercise and investiga-
tion of  the Returning Officer 
who he accused of  compro-

mise.
He said he would seek 

legal redress to correct the 
anomaly.

On the reports that he was 
detained by security agen-
cies for indulging in vote 
buying, Senator Ohuabun-
wa described the report as 
fake, while also denying the 
reports that he engaged the 
services of  cultists during the 
Senatorial contest.

He urged his supporters 
to remain calm as every 
anomaly allegedly perpetrat-
ed during the Abia North 
Senate contest would be cor-
rected. The immediate-past 
Secretary to Abia State 
Government, Dr Eme Oko-
ro, who was at the briefing, 
expressed total disappoint-
ment over the action of  the 
Returning Officer for Abia 
North senatorial election.

He cautioned INEC 
against colluding with any 
dark force to subvert the will 
of  the people.

Senate Chief  Whip, Orji 
Uzor Kalu of  the All Pro-
gressives Congress, APC, 
was announced winner of  
the contest by the Returning 
Officer.

LP President, Peter Obi addressed a press conference on Thursday since the 
February 25tb election vowing to reclaim his mandate through the Court.

Rivers, Imo election results were 
manipulated – Yiaga Africa 

Oye, Soludo’s frustration made 
me lose presidential election
- APGA Presidential candidate, Umeadi

T
he Presidential candi-
date of  All Progres-
sives Grand Alliance 

(APGA) in the last Saturday 
general election, Prof. Peter 
Umeadi, has accused the 
National Chairman of  the 
party, Dr. Victor Oye, and the 
Anambra State Governor, 
Prof. Chukwuma Soludo of  
frustrating his ambition and 
dream of  becoming Nigeria’s 
next president.

Prof. Umeadi stated this 
while addressing newsmen in 
the state on his candidacy in 
the keenly-contested election.

According to him, the 
APGA National Chairman 
and Governor Soludo who is 
APGA National Leader did 
not give him any form of  sup-
port or encouragement as the 
presidential candidate of  the 
party. He also revealed that he 
didn’t receive one Kobo or any 
financial back-up from the 
party, and further explained 
that it was through his per-
sonal efforts that he was able 
to achieve the little he achieve 
in the election, starting from 
purchase of  form to the main 
election day.

Umeadi, who is a former 
Chief  Judge of  the State, ex-
plained that he was not ac-
tually asking for Anambra 
state’s money, but insisted that 
people would have helped 
fund his campaign activities 
if  Governor Soludo and Dr. 
Oye had been supporting and 

campaigning for him.
However, he attested that 

he received and enjoyed the 
supports and encouragements 
of  the local government chair-
men of  APGA; but explained 
that they themselves also got 
disappointed at how Oye and 
Soludo sidelined and treated 
him unfairly. He further nar-
rated how Governor Soludo 
dodged him off  after keeping 
him waiting for hours in his 
office the day he went to visit 
him.

He said: “As I speak with 
you, nothing has ever come 
to me from the party; not one 
naira has been given to me as 
the candidate of  the party by 
Soludo and Oye.

“Whatever efforts and 
breakthroughs I recorded in 
this presidential election have 
been through personal and 
self-efforts.

“I’m not asking for the state 
money. They are not support-
ing me either. If  they are sup-
porting and campaigning for 
me, people will help in fund-
ing my activities.”

He also added that he was 
skipped in APGA campaign 
flags and billboards of  the 
APGA contestants because 
Soludo and Oye instructed 
the contestants not to work for 
him.

“All you see in the nation-
al campaign flag is APGA 
all the way; vote for Senate, 
House of  Representatives, 

and the President is skipped.
“In other parties and un-

der same circumstances, the 
party’s National and State 
Assembly contestants have 
their billboards and campaign 
posters with their presidential 
candidates. But none includ-
ed me in their billboards and 
campaign posters because 
they were instructed not to 
work for me.

“The party, from day one, 
particularly the governor, 
sidelined me. He has not even 
received me. I went to see 
him; my name was listed in 
the manifest; he knew I was 
coming. The Deputy Chief  of  
Staff  even called me the day I 
went to see the governor that 
my name was in the manifest. 
I went and stayed for three 
hours – 2 p.m to 5 p.m – to see 
the governor and he refused to 
see me.

“I was humiliated because 
the security men and others 
around saw what happened. 
His party’s presidential candi-
date waited for three hours in 
his office without seeing him!

“They did everything to 
play down and frustrate me 
from the race, but I was deter-
mined. I marched on, refused 
to be discouraged and frustrat-
ed.

“They don’t want to pro-
ject me, but they do not have 
any option. I am the face of  
APGA in Nigeria, whether 
they like it or not.”

Y
iaga Africa has said 
the results of  Satur-
day’s presidential elec-

tion from Imo and Anambra 
are inconsistent with its pro-
jections for the states.

This is contained in its 
post-election statement titled, 
‘The 2023 presidential elec-
tions are once again a missed 
opportunity: INEC must be 
fundamentally reformed’.

It was jointly signed by Dr. 
Aisha Abdullahi, for Chair 
Watching The Vote; and Sam-
son Itodo, Executive Director 
Yiaga Africa.

They said the results an-
nounced by the Independent 
National Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC) were manipulat-
ed.

The state-level presidential 
results for Imo and Rivers are 
inconsistent with the Yiaga 
Africa WTV projections for 
both states. For Rivers, INEC 
announced 231,591 votes for 

APC or 44.2 percent; 175,071 
for LP or 33.4 percent; and 
88,468 for PDP or 16.9 per-
cent.

This is in sharp contrast 
to the Yiaga Africa WTV 
estimates for Rivers which 
are: APC 21.7 percent ±5.0 
percent; for LP 50.8 percent 
±10.6 percent; and PDP 22.2 
percent ±6.5 percent.

For Imo, INEC announced 
66,406 for APC or 14.2 per-
cent; 360,495 for LP or 77.1 
percent; and 30,234; for PDP 
or 6.5 percent. Again, this is 
at variance with the Yiaga 
Africa WTV estimates for 
Imo which are: APC 5.1 ±2.3 
percent; LP 88.1 percent ±3.8 
percent; and PDP 5.7 percent 
±2.3 percent.”

The organisation said based 
on reports from 97 percent 
of  its sampled polling units 
(PUs), the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) had higher 
votes.

They said, “Based on re-
ports from 97 percent (1,453 of  
1507) of  sampled polling units, 
Yiaga Africa’s statistical analy-
sis shows that the APC should 
receive between 34.4 percent 
and 37.4 percent of  the vote, 
LP should receive between 
24.2 percent and 28.4 percent 
of  the votes, the New Nigeria 
People’s Party (NNPP) should 
receive between 4.6 percent 
and 6.4 percent of  the vote, 
People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP) should receive between 
28.3 percent and 31.1 percent 
of  the vote, while no other 
political party should receive 
more than 0.3% of  the vote.”

The report recommended 
that INEC should clarify the 
inconsistencies in some of  the 
results, especially from Rivers 
and Imo states; extend voting 
hours to 5:00pm in subsequent 
elections; as well as sustain the 
uploads of  PU results form EC 
8A on its IReV portal.

Aisha Yesufu to APC: You are afraid
of celebrating

T
he All Progressives Con-
gress, APC, has been 
told not to put too much 

energy in celebrating their dec-
laration of  victory by the In-
dependent National Electoral 
Commission, INEC.

According to one of  the 
leading figures of  the Obidi-
ent movement, Aisha Yesufu, 
there was so much evidence of  
electoral fraud.

According to the activist, 
the election was rigged, but the 
riggers forgot that results from 
polling units must be provid-
ed and not what was read out 
by the Independent National 
Electoral Commission, INEC, 
at the national collation cen-
tres.

Recall that Senator Dino 
Melaye had led other parties’ 
collation agents on a walk-
out at INEC’s national col-
lation centre, accusing Prof. 
Mahmood Yakubu of  having 
rigged the presidential election 
in favour of  the All Progres-
sives Congress, APC.

Also there have been reports 
of  massive rigging of  the Sat-
urday’s polls across the coun-
try and this claim was made 
solid by INEC’s failure to up-
load results on its server more 
than 72 hours after the conduct 
of  the election.

In a tweet on Wednesday, 
Yesufu believes the Labour 
Party must get justice.

“When you steal and leave 
so much evidence behind you 
are afraid of  rejoicing!

“Dem rig forget say people 
go see polling unit by polling 
unit and not the usual lump 
collated votes,” she wrote.

A
ll Progressives Con-
gress has been de-
clared the winner of  

two out of  the three senato-
rial district elections held in 
Imo State last Saturday.

Labour Party won one seat 
as the main opposition party 
in the state, Peoples Demo-
cratic Party failed to clinch 
any of  the senatorial districts.

According to the Inde-
pendent National Electoral 
commission, APC won in 
Imo North ( Okigwe zone) 
and Imo west (Orlu zone) 
senatorial districts, respec-
tively.

A former senator, Osita 
Izunaso won the Imo west ( 
Orlu zone) senatorial district 
election.

He was declared the win-
ner of  the election with 78, 
349 votes while his closest ri-
val, Charles Ahizu of  the La-
bour Party got 37,029 votes.



News

PG Asatu, Metchie urges winners, losers 
in Anambra to work with Soludo
T

he President General 
of  Umueri Communi-
ty and Prime Minister 

of  Anambra State Associa-
tion of  Town Unions (ASA-
TU), Chief  John Metchie, 
has called on winners and 
losers of  the National As-
sembly election in the state to 
work with Governor Chuk-
wuma Soludo.

He also hailed Mr. Tony 
Nwoye, Sen Victor Umeh, 
Sen Ifeanyi Ubah, Eme-
ka Idu and Aniekwe Peter 
(Macpee), for their victory at 
polls.

While Nwoye and Umeh 
won under the banner of  the 
Labour Party, (LP), to rep-
resent Anambra North and 
Anambra Central respective-
ly, Uba is returning to the red 
chamber under the Young 
Peoples Party (YPP) to repre-
sent Anambra South.

Metchie, who is the Afri-
can Director, International 
Association of  World Peace 
Advocates, also commended 
other Anambra state can-
didates who won House of  
Representatives seats in Sat-
urday’s election.

They include Dom Oka-
for (APGA)- Aguata; Mau-
reen Gwacham (APGA) 
– Ayamelum/Oyi; Aniekwe 
Peter (Macpee) (LP)- An-
ambra East/west; Ozodin-

obi George (LP)-Anaocha/ 
Dunukofia/Njikoka; Pascal 
Agbodike (APGA)-Ihiala; 
Princess Chinwe Nnabui-
fe (YPP)- Orumba North/
South; Uche Elodimuo 
(APGA)- Nnewi North/
South/Ekwusigo; Uchen-
na Okonkwo (LP)- Idemili 
North/South; Emeka Idu 
(LP)- Onitsha North/ South; 
Prof  Lilian Orogbo (LP)- 
Awka North/South and 
Afam Ogene (LP)- Ogbaru.

In a statement ,Wednesday, 
Metchie described the Na-
tional Assembly election win-
ners as prominent sons and 
daughters of  Anambra State 
and expressed confidence 
and hope in their abilities to 
work for the rapid transfor-
mation of  the state through 
quality representation.

He called on the returning 
and in coming lawmakers to 
eschew politics of  bitterness 
and segregation, but rather 
work with the state Gover-
nor, Prof. Chukwuma Solu-
do to develop and transform 
Anambra state and engender 
prosperity for the people of  
the state.

Chief  Metchie who holds 
the position of  Assistant 
Commander General, Tech-
nical Services with the Ni-
geria Hunters and Forest 
Security Service (NHFSS), 

pledged to continue to play 
his own part towards the se-
curity of  the people and prop-
erties of  people of  Anambra 
State and Nigeria.

“I wish to congratulate by 
brothers, Hon. Tony Nwoye, 
Sen. Victor Umeh and Sen. 
Ifeanyi Uba for their well 
deserved victories at the just 
concluded National Assem-
bly elections.

“Umeh, Uba and Nwoye, 
have in the past, proved their 
worth in the various positions 
they have held as business 
managers and public officers. 
I have no doubt that they 
would deploy their wealth of  
experience to work and serve 
Anambra people well, not 
minding their political affili-
ations.

“I also wish to congratu-
late by brothers and sisters 
who emerged victorious by 
winning House of  Represent-
atives seats for the various 
federal constituencies in the 
state. “I want to congratulate 
Chief  Dom Okafor, Maureen 
Gwacham, Aniekwe Peter, 
Ozodinobi George. Pascal 
Agbodike, Princess Chinwe 
Nnabuife, Uche Elodimuo, 
Uchenna Okonkwo, Emeka 
Idu, Prof  Lilian Orogbo and 
Afam Ogene for their historic 
and well-deserved victories.

“Let me use this opportu-

nity to call on all the winners 
of  the elections, both for the 
Senate and the House of  Rep-
resentative, to make a resolve, 
to work with our Governor, 
Prof. Chukwuma Soludo 
and the state government for 
the good and prosperity of  
the people of  Anambra state, 
irrespective of  their political 
inclinations.

“I call on them not to go for 
political vendetta or revenge, 
but to work together with 
the Governor, by providing 
good quality representation, 

in terms of  contributing to 
the making of  good laws that 
would enhance the standard 
of  living of  the people of  An-
ambra State and Nigerians in 
general.

“We also expect them to 
use their positions to lobby 
their colleagues from other 
states of  Nigeria, in order 
to attract infrastructural de-
velopment across Anambra 
State.

“On my part, I pledge to 
continue to play my humble 
part in the drive to make An-

ambra a decent place for our 
people and others to live, raise 
children and do business.

“In the area of  security, I 
would, as Assistant Com-
mander General in charge 
of  Technical Services of  the 
Nigeria Hunters and Forest 
Security Service (NHFSS), 
play my part in ensuring that 
forests and farms in Anam-
bra and other parts of  Nigeria 
are secured so that farmers 
would go back to their farms 
and produce food for our 
people,” Metchie concluded.
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INEC deliberately denied us victory
 – Datti Baba-Ahmed

T
he Vice Presidential 
Candidate of  the 
Labour Party, (LP), 

Yusuf  Datti Baba-Ahmed, 
has insisted that the party 
won Saturday’s election.

He vowed on Wednes-
day that the Party would 
reclaim its mandate, noting 
that he and the LP candi-
date, Peter Obi, were mas-
sively voted for by Nigeri-
ans.

He disclosed the position 
of  the party in a statement 
hours after the Independ-
ent Electoral Commission, 
(INEC), declared the candi-
date of  the All Progressives 
Congress, (APC), Bola 
Tinubu, winner of  the pres-

idential election.
He noted that since elec-

tion results were unable to 
be transmitted electronical-
ly, there was no election.

“It’s our position that the 
results of  the purported 
election did not meet the 
minimum standard of  elec-
tions.

“We will continue the 
struggle and we urge Nige-
rians to continue to struggle 
for their rights.

“Irrespective of  the low 
level of  confidence that we 
have in the system, we ap-
peal to Nigerians to move 
out and vote for the Labour 
Party in the forthcoming 
Governorship and State As-

semblies Elections.
“The Electoral Act 2022 

provides that election result 
shall be electronically trans-
mitted, this was not done it 
means the election did not 
hold.

“We ask Nigerians to 
continue to exercise their 
civic duties like they did in 
the last exercise.

“We won this election, 
they refused to upload the 
results on IREV, the Nige-
rian people are winners, 
Nigerians are waiting for 
Peter Obi and I to get the 
power.

“We won the election as 
Labour Party, we are going 
to claim our mandate as 
Labour Party, we are going 
to rescue Nigeria as Labour 
Party.”

Newly decorated Senior police officers in Imo state police commission.

2023 Election: PDP dwindling to extinction in S/East
- APC Chieftain

A 
chieftain of  the All 
Progressives Con-
gress, APC, in Imo 

State, Hon Ernest Okoro, 
has stated that the main op-
position party, the Peoples 
Democratic Party, PDP, is 
gradually diminishing into 
extinction in the South East 
geo political zone.
  Okoro who spoke to news-
men in Owerri, said based 
on the results thus far from 
the 2023 presidential and 
National Assembly elections 
held on February 25, no 
Senator on the platform of  
the PDP was elected to the 
Senate.
  He said this indicates the 
gradual decline of  the par-
ty in the South East, having 
committed a big political 
blunder by denying the re-
gion its presidential ticket 
during its presidential Pri-
mary which it conceded to 
former Vice President, Atiku 
Abubakar.
  He said Peter Obi’s Labour 
party dealt a huge blow to 
the PDP in the South East, 
sweeping victory in the five 
South East States, and has 
successfully taken over from 
the PDP as the leading polit-
ical party in zone.
  “The PDP gambled with the 
South East by denying the 
region it’s presidential ticket. 

And that contributed to its 
dismal failure in the South 
East during the just conclud-
ed presidential and National 
Assembly elections.
  “The two dominant politi-
cal parties in the South East 
presently are the All Progres-
sives Congress, APC and 
the Labour Party. Others, 
including the PDP make up 
the numbers.
  “While the Labour Par -
ty swept the South East at 
the Presidential election, 
the APC won six senatorial 
seats, Labour Party won five 
senatorial seats, APGA won 
one senatorial seat, YPP has 
one senatorial seat, the PDP 
has none in the region” he 
stated

  Okoro stated that with the 
Senatorial election be held 
on March 11 in Enugu East, 
the LP would likely carry 
the day, stating that “the 
PDP has no chance to clinch 
any governorship seat in the 
South East in the forthcom-
ing March 11 governorship 
and State Assembly elec-
tion”
   He blamed political leaders 
in the party in the zone for 
lack of  selflessness and for 
“playing into the hands of  
their counterparts from the 
North, who cared no hoot 
about the survival of  the par-
ty in the region, despite the 
consistent support the South 
East had given to the party 
since 1999.”

Your Victory can only be delayed – Peter Okoye tells Peter Obi

P
eter Okoye of  
P-Square Music Band 
has sent out a mes-

sage to the presidential can-
didate of  the Labour Party, 
LP, Peter Obi and members 
of  the Obidient movement 
after their defeat in the 2023 
presidential election.

Mr. Okoye, in a message 
he shared via his Twit-
ter handle on Wednesday 
evening called for calm 
among supporters, urging 

them to give room for peace.
Obi came third in the elec-

tion, according to the results 
read out by the Chairman 
of  the Independent Nation-
al Electoral Commission, 
INEC, Mahmood Yakubu 
on Wednesday morning.

Bola Tinubu of  the All 
Progressives Congress, APC 
polled a total of  8,794,726 
to defeat his closest rivals 
and candidates of  the Peo-
ples Democratic Party, PDP 

Atiku Abubakar and Obi 
who scored 6,984, 520 and 
6,101,533 respectively.

There are rumours of  
plans for a massive protest 
across the country over the 
results released by INEC, 
which many electorates 
believe are different from 
what happened at the poll-
ing units across the country 
on Saturday.

There is also anger over 
INEC’s failure to use the 

BVAS and transmit results 
from the polling units to its 
portal.

“Dear H.E @PeterObi 
your mandate can only be 
delayed, but cannot be de-
nied.

“Please, my fellow obedi-
ent, be calm, we live to fight 
another day, so please em-
brace peace.

“Let’s all allow the right 
people of  the law to handle 
the case. Thank you Nigeri-
ans.”
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Omor ning,  INEC 
declared Tinubu as 

the president-elect.
Tinubu, a former Lagos 

State governor, was declared 
the president-elect after the 
70-year-old polled 8,794,726 
votes  to  win  the  2023 
presidential election.

Tinubu won the election 
ahead of  other contenders; 
the Peoples Democratic 
Par ty candidate,  Atiku 
Abubakar; the Labour Party 
candidate, Peter Obi; and the 
New Nigeria Peoples Party 
c a n d i d a t e ,  R a b i u 
Kwankwaso.

The Labour Party has 
rejected the result of  the 
election over alleged rigging 
by the INEC, Nigeria's 
electoral body. It has vowed 
to challenge Tinubu's victory 
in court.

The National Chairman 
of  the party, Julius Abure, in 
a statement, described the 
election outcome as a rape 
of  democracy in the country.

The LP chairman also 
s a i d  t h e  r e s u l t s  w e r e 
manipulated after the people 
voted for the candidates of  
their choice.

ECOWAS Authority of 
H e a d s  o f  S t a t e  a n d 
Government Congratulate 
Tinubu

In a communique, the 
Chair of  the ECOWAS 
Authority of  Heads of  State 
and Government, General 
Umaru Embaló, said, ''We, 
t h e  e n t i r e  E C O WA S 
leadership, wish to convey 
our heartfelt congratulations 
to His Excellency Senator 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu on his 
election as President of  the 
Federal Republic of  Nigeria.

“His Excellency General 
Embaló appeals to all the 
stakeholders to promote 
p e a c e  a n d  t o  u s e 
constitutional means to 
address any grievances they 
may have.”

A l s o ,  t h e  F e d e r a l 
Execut ive  Counci l  has 
congratulated Tinubu and 
Shettima on their victory at 
the February 25 election.

The council described 
Tinubu as a committed 
technocrat and party man 
w h o  w o u l d  m o ve  t h e 
country forward.

The Secretary to the 
G o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e 
Federation, Boss Mustapha, 

in a statement, said, on 
b e h a l f  o f  t h e  Fe d e r a l 
E x e c u t i v e  C o u n c i l ,  I 
congratulate the President-
elect, Senator Bola Ahmed 
T i nu b u ,  a n d  t h e  Vi c e 
President-elect, Senator 
Kashim Shettima on their 
victory at the just concluded 
presidential election as 
a n n o u n c e d  b y  t h e 
I nd e pend e n t  N a t iona l 
Electoral Commission.

“FEC notes that the 
President-elect, Senator 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu, is a 
seasoned administrator, a 
technocrat of  monumental 
proportion, astute politician 
and a committed party man, 
w h o s e  u n r i v a l l e d 
determination is to move the 
country forward.''

He expressed hope that 
Tinubu would consolidate 
on the successes of  Buhari's 
regime.

The SGF also urged 
Nigerians and aggrieved 
political parties to shun 
violence and rather employ 
legal means to seek redress 
as appropriate.

Mustapha, who is also 
t h e  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e 
Presidential  Transit ion 
Council ,  said he looks 
forward to working with the 
incoming administration 
and its team during the 
transition period.

In his goodwill message, 
Governor Nasir El-Rufai of  
Kaduna State described the 
APC candidate as a tribute 
to the resilience of  the 
Nigerian people whose 
votes, he said, made it all 
possible.

In  a  congratu la tor y 
statement he personally 
signed on Wednesday, the 
governor said the victory “is 
a much-deserved triumph, 
reflecting the connection 
between dedicated effort and 
reward.”

According to El-Rufai, 
Tinubu's success at the polls 
came amid the most onerous 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  f o r  t h e 
candidates of  a ruling party, 
adding that it “underlines 
the scale of  the hard work 
put in by the APC and its 
supporters.”

The governor pointed out 
that the APC “has a duty to 
repay this faith by providing 
purposeful governance that 
d e l i v e r s  p r o g r e s s i v e 
outcomes for all Nigerians.”

“I have no doubt that 
Asiwaju Bola Tinubu grasps 
the import of  this victory 
and wil l  move Nigeria 
forward with renewed hope. 
H e  k n ow s  h e  h a s  o u r 
staunch support in bringing 
Nigerians together and 
unit ing the countr y in 
common endeavours for 

p r o g r e s s ,  p e a c e  a n d 
prosperity,” he added.

The governor promised 
that Kaduna APC would 
build on this momentum to 
victory in the March 11 
governorship and State 
H o u s e  o f  A s s e m b l y 
elections.

In a similar development, 
t h e  S e n a t e  P r e s i d e n t , 
Ahmad Lawan and the 
Deputy Whip of  the Senate, 
Sabi Abdullahi have also 
joined other well-wishers to 
felicitate with the President-
elect.

Lawan, who spoke at the 
s t a r t  o f  p l e n a r y  o n 
Wednesday, prayed that the 
country would see more 
development and progress 
under Tinubu's leadership.

He also prayed that the 
10th Senate would provide 
the kind of  support that the 
President-elect would need 
for the betterment of  the 
country.

In his congratulatory 
message, the senate deputy 
whip, Abdullahi extolled 
Tinubu's qualities of  Tinubu 
as a leader with ''a distinct 
ability to take Nigeria on the 
next phase of  its national 
journey.''

“Your emergence speaks 
s o  m u c h  a b o u t  t h e 
unwavering confidence 
reposed in you as leaders 

with the distinct ability to 
take Nigeria on the next 
p h a s e  o f  i t s  n a t i o n a l 
journey,'' the Niger North 
senator and coordinator, of  
Project 774 stated.

The Chairman of  Senate 
Committee on Judiciary, 
Human Rights and Legal 
Matters, Senator Opeyemi 
Bamidele, in a statement 
submitted that Tinubu's 
election would lead to a new 
Nigeria.

Members of  the House 
of  Representatives equally 
celebrated the victory of  the 
APC candidate.

Deputy Speaker of  the 
House, Ahmed Wase, who 
presided over the day's 
plenary, hailed Nigerians at 
the close of  the session.

Wase said, “Respected 
c o l l e a g u e s,  I  wa n t  t o 
appreciate every Nigerian 
who is truly for democracy 
and who is  suppor ting 
d e m o c r a c y,  f o r  t h e i r 
calmness, a show of  love and 
to congratulate our brother, 
A s i w a j u  B o l a  A h m e d 
Tinubu for winning the 
presidential election.”

B u t  t h e  l aw m a k e r s 
interrupted Wase's speech 
with a round of  applause 
and the leader of  the South-
West  Caucus,  Olufemi 
F a y e y e ,  s i g n a l l e d  t o 
members on the floor of  the 
House to give the APC 
c a n d i d a t e  a  s t a n d i n g 
ovation.

The Deputy Speaker, in 
reaction to some members 
of  the House, noted that the 
lawmakers were the true 
representatives of  Nigerians 
“and I believe as democrats, 
we are happy with the turn 
of  events.”

A former Governor of  
Ekiti State and immediate 
p a s t  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e 
Nigerian Governors' Forum, 
Dr Kayode Fayemi, also 
congratulated the President-
elect, while advocating a 
government of  national 
unity.

Fayemi, in a statement by 
his media aide, Mallam 
Ahmad Sajoh, observed that 
the President-elect had over 
the years, “mentored a vast 
number of  Nigeria's political 
leadership and worked hard 
to develop and sustain 
progressive ideology in 
Nigeria.”

“The Secretary to the Government of the 
Federation, Boss Mustapha, in a statement, said, on 

behalf of the Federal Executive Council, I 
congratulate the President-elect, Senator Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu, and the Vice President-elect, 

Senator Kashim Shettima on their victory at the just 
concluded presidential election as announced by the 

Independent National Electoral Commission.
“FEC notes that the President-elect, Senator Bola 

Ahmed Tinubu, is a seasoned administrator, a 
technocrat of monumental proportion, astute 
politician and a committed party man, whose 

unrivalled determination is to move the country 
forward.''

...As INEC declares Tinubu president-elect



News
News Echo                          Friday 3 - Saturday 4 March, 2023                                                              Page  10

PDP are today looking for Obi, don’t allow them
stain you – Fayose warns Peter Obi

F
ormer Ekiti State gov-
ernor and chieftain of  
the All Progressives 

Congress (APC), Ayodele 
Fayose has warned the Pres-
idential candidate of  the 
Labour Party in the just con-
cluded election, Peter Obi, 
not to return to the PDP.

Recall that the PDP and 
the Labour Party had on 
Tuesday held a joint press 
conference to call for the can-
cellation of  the presidential 
election that held on Satur-
day over INEC’s failure to 
upload results to its server di-
rectly from polling units.

Obi who was Atiku’s run-
ning mate in 2019, but left 
the opposition party in 2023 
to run for presidency on the 
platform of  the Labour Party.

In a statement, Fayose 
urged Peter Obi to run away 
from the PDP to avoid suffer-
ing the same misfortune they 
currently suffer.

He said: “Did they (PDP) 
make effort to reconcile with 
Obi before today? Today now 
they are looking for Obi. Obi 

is the clean man, he should 
not allow them stain him. 
Obi is wearing white. Nigeri-
ans are talking Obi now.

“Obi is a man I have great 
respect for. Let me say it here, 
Obi should not allow PDP 
stain him. If  PDP were the 
ones winning the election, 
will they say they should can-
cel it?”

The former governor urged 
the PDP to seek redress in 

court and stop trying to drag 
Obi into their problems.

Meanwhile, Fayose called 
on the National Chairman 
of  the PDP, Iyorchia Ayu, to 
tender his resignation.

He wrote on Twitter “As 
for the PDP National Chair-
man, Iyorchia Ayu, I call for 
his immediate resignation for 
his inability to move the party 
forward.”

Gunmen attack Abia Deputy Governor’s community

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State Police 
Command has said 
that  it has  recov -

ered a Toyota Sienna SUV 
abandoned by fleeing gun-
men who attacked Nkporo 
Police Divisional Office in 
Ohafia LGA of  Abia.

Nkporo is the hometown 
of  Abia State Deputy Gov-
ernor, Sir Ude Oko Chuk-
wu.

The Command in a state-
ment signed by its PPRO, 
Geoffrey Ogbonna said 
that the recovery was made 

possible by a combined ef-
forts of  Police and the mil-
itary  officers who respond-
ed to the night attack.

He explained that on Feb-
ruary 26, 2023 at about 9: 
pm, some gunmen number-
ing about 20 attacked the 
Nkporo Divisional Police 
Office with three  Toyota 
Sienna vehicles.

During the invasion, the 
Police PPRO stated that 
three  Constables on duty 
were  injured by the gun -
men, adding that the hood-
lums broke into the Police 
armoury where they stole 1 
AK 47 riffle loaded with 30 

... Injure 3 Policemen, steal gun, uniform

Nigerians eagerly watch Peter Obi’s post election broadcast on 
Thursday.

Obi breaks silence after election, prepares
for legal battle
T

he Labour Party pres-
idential candidate, Pe-
ter Obi, on Thursday, 

break silence on the outcome 
of  last Saturday’s presidential 
election, claiming that the ex-
ercise was marred by irregu-
larities.

The former Anambra State 
governor who addressed 
a world press conference 
in Abuja claimed that the 
process that produced Bola 
Tinubu of  All Progressives 
Congress as president-elect 
was “programmed for deter-
mined results”.

He, however, vowed to ex-
plore all legal options to re-
cover his “mandate”, claim-
ing he won the presidential 
poll.

Below is the full text of  the 
address:

 “Again, my dear people, let 
me correct an impression be-
cause I’m seeing some people 
saying in the media that I re-
leased one news or the other. 
I have never, directly or indi-
rectly, spoken or released any 
message since after voting on 
the 25th. My last comment to 
the media was immediately 
after voting on the 25th, and 
I’ve never done so until now. 
So, whatever you see in the 
media please disregard. It’s 
not coming from me directly 
or indirectly.

 “This is my first time of  
speaking to the media, and 
I thank all of  you for your 
understanding. For me, it is 
a very simple thing to speak 
to Nigerians who on the 25th 
of  February trooped out en 

masse as committed citizens 
to participate in what all of  
us have called an existential 
election, for a supposedly 
free, fair, credible presidential 
and national assembly elec-
tion. We give thanks to God.

 “For me, the number one 
thing is gratitude. Gratitude 
to God Almighty that con-
tinues to protect and bless 
our dear country Nigeria. 
Number two is gratitude. 
Gratitude to Nigerians that 
participated in the election, 
answering the call as true 
citizens in our dear country. 
Number three is gratitude to 
those of  you Nigerians, espe-
cially the youth, that believed 
and worked tirelessly for a 
new Nigeria, I thank them for 
their hard work. Gratitude to 
the Obidients, Youths, those 
who believe that a new Ni-
geria is possible, and I say to 
them that a new Nigeria is 
possible, and we will work for 
that new Nigeria.

 “The resilience, the hard 
work, for a new Nigeria 
should not wane. Datti and 
I remain committed to that 
new Nigeria. I know how 
they will be feeling now be-
cause of  the way the elections 
have come and gone. The 
commitment of  Nigerians, 
even in the face of  unwarrant-
ed attacks, is a testimony that 
a new Nigeria is indeed possi-
ble. I look at people like Lady 
Jennifer who was stabbed but 
insisted on voting, and that 
gives me courage to believe 
that a new Nigeria is indeed 
possible –and there are so 

many other Nigerians.
 “The election that we just 

witnessed has been conduct-
ed and results announced 
as programmed. It is a clear 
violation of  the electoral 
rules and guidelines as we 
were promised. This election 
did not meet the minimum 
standard expected of  a free, 
transparent, credible fair 
election. It will go down as 
one of  the most controversial 
elections ever conducted in 
Nigeria.

 “The good and hard-
working people of  Nigeria 
have again been robbed by 
our supposed leaders whom 
they trusted. However, very 
humbly, I must appeal to all 
Nigerians to remain peace-
ful, law-abiding, and conduct 
themselves in the most re-
sponsible manner. Please be 
assured that Datti and I, and 
indeed all of  us, this is not the 
end but the beginning of  the 
journey for the birth of  a new 
Nigeria. Datti Baba-Ahmed 
and I remain undaunted and 
committed to the project of  a 
new Nigeria that will be built 
on honesty, transparency, 
fairness, justice, equity.

 “All the above starts with a 
process. The process through 
which people come into of-
fice is far more fundamental, 
more important than what 
they do thereafter. It is my 
belief  that if  you must an-
swer “His Excellency”, the 
process through which you 
arrive to office must be excel-
lent.

 “We must now require 

that we do the right things. 
It has to generate the confi-
dence and moral authority 
to lead. As you know, the 
destruction of  a society be-
gins and gradually progresses 
when we act rascally, with 
the deliberate manipulation 
of  the rule of  law and the 
suppression of  the will of  the 
people. During my campaign 
we have been saying that we 
will govern by the rule of  law 
because we know what not 
doing that will bring about.

 “I assure the good people 
of  Nigeria that we will ex-
plore all legal and peaceful 
options to recall our mandate.

 “We won the election, and 
we will prove it to Nigerians.

 “Please, do not despair. 
We have elections coming 
up on the 11th. I enjoin you 
to go out. Campaign. Come 
out and vote in that election. 
We still have so many mas-
sive support out there that 
we need for our subnational 
and state assemblies. Please, 
come out and be part of  that 
election. I assure you that I 
will be part of  it. I assure you 
that I am totally committed to 
a better future in this country, 
and nothing will stop that. 
Datti’s commitment, my 
commitment, is total.

 “Be rest assured that your 

support will not be in vain 
and you will not find us 
wanting. We must build a 
better Nigeria where Nigeri-
an youth will be happy, glad 

to call their own country.
 “Thank you and may God 

Almighty continue to bless 
the Federal Republic of  Ni-
geria.”

rounds of  live ammunition.
The gunmen, according 

to the Police image maker 
also stole 2 riot gunners 
containing unascertained 
number of  ammunitions 
while also stealing Police  
uniform and shoes.

He noted that it was the 
combined efforts of  Police 
and the military that led to 
the recovery of  the Toyota 
Sienna SUV , service uni-
form and shoes which were 
abandoned by the fleeing 
criminals.

Ogbonna also  stated that 
the three injured Police-
men were taken to the hos-
pital but one of  them was 
later discharged.

2023 election: Anambra APC congratulates Tinubu, Shettima

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka 

A
nambra State Chap-
ter of  the All Pro-
gressive Congress 

(APC), has congratulated 
the President-elect, Asiwaju 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu and the 
Vice President-elect, Kashim 
Shettima on their election 
victory.

The party said the victo-

ry affirmed the trust of  the 
Nigerian people in the APC 
and its great candidates.

According to the State 
Chairman of  the Party, 
Chief  Basil Ejidike, who 
briefed Journalists in Awka, 
on Wednesday, on the out-
come of  the election, said 
emergence of  Senator Tinu-
bu as the next President of  
Nigeria will further unite the 
country in all sections. 

 “I congratulate the Pres-
ident-elect, His Excellency, 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu, and 
the Vice President-elect, His 
Excellency, Kashim Shetti-
ma, on their resounding vic-
tory in Saturday’s Presiden-
tial Election.

 “This victory affirms the 
trust of  the Nigerian people 
in the APC and its candi-
dates. 

“The victory will further 

unite the country in all sec-
tions.

 “The outcome of  the elec-
tion is a seal of  approval by 
the Nigerian people of  the 
performance of  the Govern-
ment of  the APC in the last 
eight years under the leader-
ship of  President Muham-
madu Buhari.

 “So, on behalf  of  APC in 
Anambra State, I commend 
President Buhari for sustain-
ing confidence in Nigeria de-
mocracy and our Party. We 
are also proud of  him for his 

statesmanship in ensuring a 
level playing field for all the 
contestants and for fully re-
specting the independence 
of  the Independent Nation-
al Electoral Commission 
(INEC).

“I commend the securi-
ty agencies in the state, the 
Police DSS, Civil Defence, 
Army, especially, the State 
Commissioner of  Police, Mr. 
Echeng Echeng, for ensuring 
a conducive environment 
during the voting process.

... Says it’s a winning that ‘ll unite nigeria in all sectors



News Echo                                                 Page 11

he National Assembly Telection has produced a 
tsunami that has claimed a 

lo t  o f  po l i t i ca l  casua l t i e s, 
particularly among governors and 
ex-governors.

Ten serving and ex-governors 
lost their senatorial bid in the just 
concluded 25th February election.

Here are the governors and 
former governors that were swept 
apart by the election tsunami.

Abubakar Bagudu
The governor of  Kebbi State 

lost his bid to return to the senate. 
He was defeated by a former 

lessing Adeniran, mother Bo f  t h e  1 2 - y e a r - o l d 
Chrisland pupil, Whitney, 

who died during the school's inter-
house sports, has disclosed that 
autopsy carried out on her 
daughter showed that she died of  
electrocution.

She made it known in an 
I n s t a g r a m  l i v e  v i d e o  o n 
Wednesday.

In the video, she said, “I want 
to thank everyone for your 
support, your calls and messages 
have helped us go through this 
very difficult period.

or mer  Gover nor  o f  FA n a m b r a  S t a t e , 
Chukwuemeka Ezeife, 

has said the president-elect, Bola 
Tinubu will not be sworn in as 
Nigeria's President.

Eze i f e  sa id  th i s  wh i l e 
accusing the Independent 
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t o r a l 
C o m m i s s i o n ,  I N E C ,  o f  
manipulating the electoral 
p r o c e s s  a n d  r i g g i n g  t h e 
Presidential  and National 
Assembly elections in favour of  
the All Progressives Congress, 
APC and its candidate Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu.

T h e  f o r m e r  A n a m b r a 
helmsman said it was obvious 
that Peter Obi of  the Labour 
Party, LP, won the presidential 
election across the country.

C h a i r m a n  o f  I N E C , 
Mahmood Yakubu, in the early 
hours of  Wednesday, declared 
the presidential candidate of  the 
All Progressives Congress, 
APC, Tinubu, winner of  the 
polls.

Yakubu said Tinubu polled a 
total of  8,794,726 to defeat his 
closest rivals and candidates of  
the Peoples Democratic Party, 
PDP Atiku Abubakar and Peter 

governor of  the state, Adamu 
Aleiro.

Mr Aleiro was in the APC 
before he defected to the Peoples 
Democratic Party and picked the 
ticket of  the party. Aleiro defeated 
his successor.

Samuel Ortom
In the build up to the election, 

the governor of  Benue State had 
expressed his willingness to 
sacrifice his senatorial ambition 
for the presidential aspiration of  
Peter Obi of  the Labour Party.

Well, it appears the sacrifice 
was accepted, as he lost the 

“The autopsy result is out 
and Desola was electrocuted. My 
daughter died of  electrocution. I 
have been subjected to trauma for 
the past two weeks. Tomorrow 
will make it three weeks my baby 
died. The school made me think I 
was crazy. They started pushing 
the narrative of  she was sick; she 
was sickly. They sent letters and 
publications out.

“People insulted me and my 
family. My child was electrocuted 
to death. I told the school I don't 
want trouble. All I want is 
answers. They came to my house 

Obi of  the Labour Party, LP 
who scored 6,984, 520 and 
6,101,533 respectively.

But Ezeife said that the 
presidential election revealed so 
many things to Nigerians.

He said, ”I thank all the 
foreign bodies who commented 
and condemned the integrity of  
the election and thank all 
Nigerians for the way they 
treated the Labour Party.

“In fact I'm happy with the 
result the Labour Party got from 
the elect ion not  the ones 
announced by the INEC. Of  
course, we know that one is fake. 
But what we saw was the Labour 
Party winning Lagos and across 
the country.

“Some people who do not 
believe in the oneness of  the 
country are now thinking 
otherwise. And the future of  
Nigeria is now brighter. I do not 
believe that Tinubu, my friend, 
would be sworn in as President.

“If  that is done it'd be a 
disaster but I think this thing has 
opened the eyes of  Nigerians. 
We thank the Yorubas, we thank 
the Hausas and every group in 
Nigeria for this openness. Don't 
mind the manipulation that 

election.
Ortom was defeated by Titus 

Zam, his former Special Adviser 
on  Loca l  Gover nment  and 
Chieftaincy Affairs.

Mr Zam polled 143,151 votes 
to defeat Ortom who scored 
106,882.

Tanko Almakura
The tsunami also removed 

Tanko Almakura, the former 
Governor of  Nasarawa State. He 
lost  his  re -e lect ion bid for 
Nasarawa South senator ia l 
district.

Almakura was defeated by 

and knelt down.
“I begged, I pleaded, I said 

'Mrs Amao please, I don't know 
how autopsy is being done but I 
have browsed it and the image is 
scary. Please my daughter is 
already dead, don't make me put 
her through that, they will butcher 
her. I beg you in the name of  God, 
you are a mother, help me 
investigate and find out what 
happened.'

“She said she doesn't know. 
They refused to investigate.

“My daughter was butchered 
for autopsy. She was opened up. 

made Peter Obi third.
“Everybody knows it is 

impossible, especially with the 
controversies surrounding the 

o t h  t h e  U K  a n d BN i g e r i a  s h a r e  a 
l o n g s t a n d i n g 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  h a s 
withstood the latter's over-62-
year independence from the 
former.

“ C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o 
@officialABAT on his victory 
in Nigeria. The UK-Nigeria 
relationship remains strong,” 
Sunak tweeted on Wednesday 
evening.

“I look forward to working 
together to grow our security 
and trade ties, opening up 
opportunities for businesses 
and creating prosperity in 
both our countries.”

The Independent National 
E l e c t o r a l  C o m m i s s i o n 
(INEC) declared Tinubu the 

winner in the small hours of  
Wednesday morning.

After a hard-fought battle, 
on February 25, 70-year-old 
Tinubu, on the platform of  the 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC), claimed the highest 
number of  votes — 8,794,726, 
almost two million votes more 
than his closest rival, Atiku 
Abubakar of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP).

Abubakar, 76, who has 
now run for president six 
times, got 6,984,520 votes, 
while the candidate of  the 
Labour Party (LP), Peter Obi, 
who, in less than a year, 
galvanised young voters in a 
manner some have described 
as unprecedented finished the 
race with 6,101,533.

Mohammed Onawo of  the Social 
Democratic Party. Onawo got 
93,064 votes to defeat Mr Al-
Makura who polled 76,813 votes.

Simon Lalong
The governor of  Plateau 

State and Director General of  
B o l a  T i n u b u  p r e s i d e n t i a l 
campaign counci l  was also 
displaced.

He was defeated by Bali 
Ninkap Napoleon of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP).

Napoleon got 148,844 votes 
to defeat Governor Lalong of  
APC with 91,674 votes for the 

They took part of  her kidney, liver, 
stomach contents, blood, brain, 
bone marrow. Omodesola was 
butchered just because Chrisland 
kept protecting their reputation.”

Recall that Whitney's father, 
Dr. Michael Adeniran, had also 
claimed that his daughter died of  
electrocution prior to the autopsy.

Meanwhi le,  the  school 
management in a statement, had 
said that the deceased slumped in 
“public view and not under any 
hidden circumstances,” adding 
that she was rushed to the nearest 
medical facility for first aid.

Muslim-Muslim ticket. One 
must distinguish between the 
election as conducted and the 
election as reported. Tinubu will 
not be President of  Nigeria. I 
don't see him being sworn in.”

Plateau South Senatorial district.
Kabiru Gaya
The former Governor of  

Kano became a victim of  Rabiu 
Kwankwaso's wave in Kano.

He was defeated by Kawu 
Samaila of  the New Nigeria 
Peoples Party.

Gaya was a governor in the 
short-lived third republic.

Ifeanyi Ugwanyi
Incumbency failed to save 

Enugu Governor Ugwanyi from 
the cold hands of  defeat on 
Saturday.

His bid to return to the 
National Assembly was truncated 
by the Obedient movement in 
Enugu State.

Okey Ezea of  the Labour 
Party got a landslide victory as he 
polled 104, 492 votes to defeat his 
closest rival, Gov Ugwuanyi, who 
got 46, 948 votes.

Ben Ayade
Mr Ayade, known for his big 

grammar, also lost on Saturday.
The incumbent Senator, 

Jarigbe Agom-Jarigbe of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party got 
76,145 votes, while Ayade polled 
56,595.

Ayade was in the senate from 
2011 to 2015; however, his attempt 
to return to the Red Chamber has 
been truncated.

Okezie Ikpeazu
The Governor of  Abia State 

fa i l ed  to  achieve  what  h i s 
predecessor,  Theodore Or ji 
accomplished, which is moving to 
the Senate after finishing his two 
terms as governor.

Ikpeazu was defeated by the 
candidate of  the All Progressives 
G r a n d  A l l i a n c e  ( A P G A ) , 
Enyinnaya Abaribe.

In fact, Mr Ikpeazu came a 
distant third behind the Labour 
Party (LP) candidate, Chinedu 
Onyeizu.

Darius Ishaku
The governor of  Taraba State 

also tasted defeat on Saturday as 
he was beaten by David Jimkuta 
of  the APC.

Mr Jimkuta polled 85,415 
votes to defeat the incumbent 
governor and candidate of  the 
PDP who polled 45,708 votes.

Sam Egwu
The sojourn of  the former 

Governor of  Ebonyi, Sam Egwu 
has temporarily been suspended 
after he was defeated at the poll on 
Saturday.

Mr Egwu, a former Minister 
for Education has been in the 
Senate since 2015.

He was defeated by the 
candidate of  the APC and former 
State Chairman of  the PDP, Peter 
Nwebonyi.

Nwebonyi got 65,863 votes. 
His closest opponent, Anselem 
Enigwe of  the Labour Party 
scored 42,283 to emerge second, 
while Senator Egwu of  PDP came 
a distant third with 26,569 votes.
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Autopsy revealed my daughter was electrocuted
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SPORTS
elechi Iheanacho Khas been nominated 
for  the  Premier 

League Player of  the Month 
for February.

T h e  L e i c e s t e r  C i t y 
forward scored two goals 
and provided three assists in 
f o u r  a p p e a r a n c e s  f o r 
Brendan Rodgers' side in the 
month.

Iheanacho scored once 

helsea have reportedly 

Cidentified Juventus 
f o r w a r d  D u s a n 

Vlahovic as a leading summer 
transfer target.

The Blues have been huge 
spenders over the last two 
transfer windows, but the club 
are still short of  a world-class 
centre-forward, with Kai 
Havertz only netting five 
Premier League goals this 
term.

P i e r r e - E m e r i c k 
Aubameyang has four league 
goals to his name in 2022-23, 
but the 33-year-old is widely 
expected to leave this summer, 
while Armando Broja and 
David Datro Fofana remain 

i ge r i a  f o r wa r d , 

NVictor Osimhen, 
has revealed his 

desire to play in the Premier 

ver ton  mid f i e lde r, EAmadou Onana, has 
refused to speculate 

about his future.
The 21-year-old Belgian, 

who has been at the club since 
the summer, was rumored to 
leave in January.

However, Onana remained 
committed to the Goodison 
Park club, hoping to help them 
avoid relegation this season.

He told French publication 
SO FOOT this week: “I see 
myself  having had a lot of  life 
experiences, which will have 
made me learn a lot about 
human beings in general, as 
well as about myself  [plans for 
the next five years].

 “I see myself, God willing, 
in one of  the biggest clubs 
recognised worldwide.”

“It's not an easy season,” 
added Onana.

and provided two assists in 
the Foxes' 4-2 away win at 
Aston Villa.

The 26-year-old then 
netted once and recorded an 
assist in Leicester City's 4-1 
h o m e  w i n  a g a i n s t 
Tottenham Hotspur.

The Nigerian has hit the 
net three times in 18 league 
appearances for the former 
Premier League champions 

unproven.
Chelsea have been heavily 

linked with Napoli's Victor 
Osimhen, but it remains to be 
seen whether the runway 
Serie A leaders are prepared 
to entertain offers for the 
Nigerian, while the Blues 
would  a l so  face  s t rong 
c o m p e t i t i o n  f r o m 
Manchester United for his 
signature this summer.

According to Football 
I n s i d e r ,  C h e l s e a  a r e 
'desperate' to sign a new 
striker ahead of  the 2023-24 
campaign and have now 
placed Vlahovic on their 
shortlist.

ionel Messi gifted LArgentina team-mates 
and staff  gold iPhones 

following their World Cup 
s u c c e s s  a n d  s p l u r g e d 
£175,000 on 35 individual 
devices.

Messi masterminded the 
nation to World Cup glory in 
December as his sensational 
goalscoring form in Qatar 
guided Argentina through 
several tricky ties before 
beating France on penalties in 
the final.

The Argentina captain 
wanted to give his colleagues a 
p e r s o n a l  m e m e n t o  t o 
remember their success with 
and decided personalised 24-
carat gold smartphones was 
the way to go.

The PSG star had the 
mobiles delivered to his 
Parisian department over the 
weekend  and will set about 
handing them over to the 
lucky individuals who are set 
to receive a swanky new 
upgrade to their current 
handset.

Occasion to remember 

League in future.
Osimhen has been a 

subject of  interest from 
Premier League giants, 
Chelsea and Manchester 
United following a stellar 
campaign for Napoli.

T h e  t w o  c l u b s  a r e 
expected to make a move for 
the striker this summer.

The Nigeria international 
has scored 21 goals in 25 
appearances  across  a l l 
competitions for Partenopei 
this season.

O s i m h e n ,  h ow e ve r, 
admitted his focus is on 
Napoli at the moment.

“I had never played before 
in a team that fought not to go 
down,  and the  fact  that 
Everton is an important club in 
England, and that it has never 
g o n e  d o w n  t o  t h e 
Championship, that adds a 
little more pressure.

“But we take it well, we live 
it well, we know that we have 
the quality and the ability to 
keep the club in the Premier 
League. On a personal level, 
it's going pretty well, because 
I've evolved in the space of  half  
a season, it shows on the pitch 
in the maturity of  my game.

“I had to adapt quickly, 
because here , there is less time 
to think, fit in spaces, turn 
around… I create a lot more 
chances than before, because I 
am more present in the sixteen 
metres. When I took stock of  
my performances this summer, 
it was one of  the points I 
wanted to improve.”

this season.
Iheanacho will battle 

M a n c h e s t e r  f o r w a r d , 
Marcus Rashford, Fulham 
goalkeeper, Bernd Leno and 
To t t e n h a m  H o t s p u r 
defender for the award.

Aston Villa forward, 
Ollie Watkins and Fulham 
winger, Manor Solomon are 
the other players nominated 
for the individual prize.

CEO of  iDesign 
Gold, Ben Lyons, 
e x p l a i n e d  h o w 
Messi approached 
him about designing 
a special gift after 
triumphing in the 
Middle East.

'Lionel  is  not 
only the Goat but he's one of  
iDesigns Gold's most loyal 
customers and got in touch 
with us a couple of  months 
after the World Cup final,' he 
told The Sun.

 'He said he wanted a 
special gift for all the players 
and staff  to celebrate the 
amazing win but didn't want 
the usual gift of  watches.

'So, I  suggested gold 
iPhones inscribed with their 
names and he loved the idea.'

Each luxury piece boasts a 
s i m i l a r  d e s i g n  o f  t h e 
Argentina team badge with 
the updated three stars, the 
player's name and national 
team shirt number, and the 
words 'World Cup champions 
2022'.

“I think it is an ambition 
of  all players. And who 
knows, maybe one day,” the 
Nigerian told Corriere della 
Sera.

“Right now, I can assure 
you that it  hasn't  even 
crossed my mind. It would 
distract me from what has 
been a beautiful season. 
Only Napoli. That's all.”

EPL: Iheanacho battles Rashford, Leno three others for Premier League POTM

Transfer: Osimhen keen to play in Premier
League

I've improved here; but
I want big club move –
Onana

Messi splashes out
£175,000 on 35
custom iPhones

Chelsea 'eye summer deal
for Juve 's Dusan Vlahovic

Iheanacho

Rashford

Watkins

Solomon

U-20 AFCON: F'Eagles defeats
Uganda for semi-final ticket 


