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Widespread anger trail
2023 election conduct

PDP, LP, ADC withdraw confidence on INEC boss

Accuse Yakubu of compromise,  demand he steps aside 

Obasanjo, NLC,  International observers, others condemn process

BVAS, electronic result transmission fail Nigerians

LP sweeps Presidential, NASS polls
in South East
...Wins Imo with 352,904 votes
...As Peter Obi speaks to Nigerians

Abia govt cautions
Labour Union against
strike action

Orlu federal constituency
protest over no election
...Ikpeazu’s Senatorial bid in danger as INEC
declares Abia South election inconclusive

Mega parties ‘ve
failed the people,
Obi’s performance
shows it – Abia Elders

NSCDC arrests 19
suspects for stealing
bags of rice 
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News
Traditional Ruler shot dead in Ebonyi 
over Election results

T
he Chairman of  Ezza 
Traditional Rulers 
Council in Ebonyi 

State, His Majesty Eze Ig-
boke Ewa, has been gunned 
down.

The unfortunate incident 
followed the outcome of  the 
Saturday presidential and 
National Assembly elec-
tions.

It was learnt that the in-
cident occured on Monday 
night when gunmen sus-
pected to be political thugs 
invaded the premises of  the 
monarch and opened fire on 
him.

A statement by the Com-
missioner for Information 
and State Orientation, Hon. 
Barr. Uchenna Orji, blamed 
the ugly incident on opposi-
tion party members who are 
not happy with the results of  
the Saturday polls.

The statement reads, “The 
Governor is aware that a 
number of  candidates have 
been making provocative 
and inciting statements 
about the election results in 
Ebonyi State.

“The Governor of  Ebonyi 
State warns that no position 

in life worths the life of  an-
other person.

“His Excellency the Gov-
ernor is directing the whole 
Security apparatus of  the 
State to move into Ezza 
North for a rescue mission.

“Anybody whose hand is 
in the killing of  His High-
ness must be arrested imme-
diately.

“The Governor appeals to 
all leaders of  the State and 
the candidates who will nev-
er accept the result of  the 
election to send their peti-
tions to INEC or to security 
agencies, than making in-
citing statements that could 
generate crisis in the State.

“His Excellency, the Gov-
ernor will hold anyone do-
ing Press conference or so-
cial media to incite people 
responsible for any outbreak 
of  crisis in the State.

“The Governor appeals 
to Ebonyi people especially 
our youths not to be used to 
take the life of  another per-
son.

“Please we have no alter-
native to peace in Ebonyi 
State”.

Why many voters were disenfranchised in Ohaji/Egbema
 - PDP, LP Chieftains
By Ikenna Orioha

A
s eligible voters 
trooped out en 
masse to cast their 

ballots to their preferred 
candidates, many of  them 
were denied the opportunity 
to exercise their civic rights 
due to late arrival of  INEC 
officials to the designated 
Polling Units, hijacking of  
Ballot Papers by thugs al-
legedly sent by a particular 
political party while some 
could not find their names 
in the Polling Units where 
they  registered.

These deficiencies were 
largely witnessed in many 
Polling Units in Obitti/
Mgbuishi, Awarra/Ikw-
erede, Assa/Obille Wards, 
Egbema Ward A, C, and B. 
These Wards have numer-
ous number of  registered 
voters who were largely 
seen, peacefully waiting to 
cast their votes.

Speaking to journalists 
at the area on Saturday, 
Hon. Jude Ossai, a Chief-
tain of  the PDP, said in 
Umuonu, Umuoso, Obitti 
Town School, Obitti Pri-
mary School, Ihie Prima-
ry School, election started 
very late due to late arrival 
of  INEC officials, add-
ing that the delay caused 
the disenfranchisement of  
many eligible voters who 
came out since 8 am to vote.

He regretted that the 2023 

election was the worse poll 
conducted since the country 
returned to democracy, de-
crying slowness of  the BVAS 
and doctoring of  results by a 
particular political party and 
delay in uploading collated 
results into INEC portal.

According to Ossai, “it is a 
thing out of  place to witness 
that in Umuonu, Umuoso in 
Mgbuisii autonomous com-
munity of  Ohaji, INEC staff  
came to the Polling Units 
late, warranting us to hire 
generator for visibility and 
the BVAS battery charging to 
ensure that we cast our votes 
and upload them. And yet 
many could not vote. INEC 
officials in Umuoso Polling 
Unit cried out that ‘the code 
they gave us could not un-
lock our BVAS machine, we 
have been struggling with it’. 
This is bad. INEC is yet to 
improve. Nigeria is derail-
ing”.

Commenting, Nze Onwu-
ka, an official of  Labor Party 
in Awarra, hinted that de-
spite late arrival of  INEC of-
ficials to some Polling Units 
in Awarra Court Area, a 
particular political party sent 
thugs who carted away Bal-
lot Boxes with no security 
agent on sight to stop them. 
Although they were given a 
hot chase by the voters. He 
alleged that the intention of  
snatching the electoral mate-
rials was to rig the election in 
favour of  their candidates.

“Are you aware that half  
of  the people of  Ohaji/Egbe-
ma, one of  the most populat-
ed local government areas in 
Imo State, did not vote yes-
terday because INEC staff  
did not come, while in some 
Polling Units like Awarra/
Ikwerede Ward, they came 
around some minutes to 
6PM. This is a ploy by APC 
led government of  Imo State 
to disfranchise most Imo-
lites. It is now obvious by 
way the election is running. 
They are writing results 
manually everywhere. They 
are trying to kill democra-
cy”.

While calling for cancel-
lation of  the presidential 
poll, LP stalwart in Egbema 
Ward A, Chimaoku Okoro, 
lamented high level of  fraud 
and manipulation of  the 
process by the APC. He re-
gretted that Nigeria is sliding 
into anarchy by ridiculing it-
self  with election malady by 

2023 election: Labour Party sweeps 
Senatorial, NASS seats in Anambra
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

I
ndeed a wind of  political 
change has set in Anam-
bra State, as candidates 

of  the Labour Party (LP) 
have won majority of  the 
National Assembly seats in-
cluding winning two senato-
rial seat out of  three in the 
state.

According to verified re-
sults from different local 
government areas of  the 
state, the Labour Party also 
won six out of  eleven Feder-
al House of  Representatives 
seats in the state, News Echo 
reports.

This giant feat achieved by 
Labour Party may not be un-
connected with the goodwill 
of  the Party’s 2023 presiden-
tial candidate, Mr. Peter Obi, 
whose final result the whole 
world now anxiously awaits 
to hear.

It is also worthy to note 
that this resounding victory 
of  the LP in Anambra State 

will obviously retire many 
political actors in the state, 
especially two of  the incum-
bent senators from the state 
— Senator Uche Ekwunife 
of  the People’s Democratic 
Party (Anambra Central), 
and Senator Stella Odua 
of  the People’s Democrat-
ic Party (Anambra North), 
both of  whom lost their to 
their LP opponents.

Also silenced by the LP 
victories in Anambra are the 
wife of  former Governor of  
the state, Mrs. Ebelechuk-
wu Obiano who contested 
for the Anambra North sen-
atorial seat under the All 
Progressive Grand Alliance; 
the incumbent member rep-
resenting the Anaocha/
Dunukofia/Njikoka Federal 
Constituency, Hon. Dozie 
Nwankwo, who contested 
for the Anambra Central 
senatorial seat under the 
platform of  APGA; among 
other top political actors.

Below is the summary 
of  results of  the Saturday’s 

National Assembly elec-
tion in the state, which also 
highlights where the afore-
mentioned political actors 
were floored and retired by 
the candidates of  the Labour 
Party:

SENATE:
1). Anambra Central -Vic-

tor Umeh (LP).
2). Anambra North -Tony 

Nwoye (LP).
3). Anambra South - If-

eanyi Ubah (YPP).
HOUSE OF REPRESENT-
ATIVES;

1). Aguata - Dom Okafor 
(APGA).

2). Ayamelum/Oyi -Mau-
reen Gwacham(APGA).

3). Anambra East/west - 
Aniekwe Peter (LP).

4). Anaocha/Dunukofia/
Njikoka - Ozodinobi George 
(LP).

5). Ihiala - Pascal Agbod-
ike (APGA).

6). Orumba North/South 
- Princess Chinwe Nnabuife 
(YPP).

7). Nnewi North/South - 

Uche Elodimuo (APGA).
8). Idemili North/South - 

Uchenna Okonkwo (LP).
9). Onitsha North/South - 

Emeka Idu (LP).
10). Awka North/South - 

Prof  Lilian Orogbo (LP).
11). Ogbaru - Afam Ogene 

(LP).
Based on the above results 

which have sacked many 
APGA NASS members, 
one can now also safely 
argue that Anambra State 
is now a LP land, against 
what the current Governor 
of  the state, Prof. Chukwu-
ma Soludo usually says, that 
Anambra is APGA land. 

The narrative has obvious-
ly changed, with respect to 
the incoming occupants of  
NASS seats in the state and 
what the prospect holds for 
the Party’s candidates in the 
various State House of  As-
sembly constituencies in the 
state, whose election holds 
in less than two weeks from 
today.

Mega parties ‘ve failed the people, Obi’s 
performance shows Nigerians tired
— Abia Elders

T
he Abia Elders Con-
sultative Forum has 
attributed the im-

pressive performance of  the 
Labour Party in Saturday’s 
elections to the failure of  the 
two major political parties 
in the country.

Chairman of  the forum, 
ArchBishop Princewill Ari-
wodor, said it was a demon-
stration of  people’s disen-
chantment with the mega 
parties.

Ariwodor said: “The 
mega parties have failed the 
people. They have betrayed 
the people enough and they 
have no other choice than to 
go for a total change.

“So, the Labour Party pro-
vided the platform for the 
needed change. This is the 
first time people are coming 
out en mass to vote.

 “This is a demonstration 
of  how bitter the people are 
over the rape of  democracy 
in the country. The mega 
parties have abused democ-
racy.

“And if  this was not 
demonstrated, politicians 
won’t learn their lessons. 
People are prepared to 
demonstrate more if  their 
mandate is tampered with.

“They are prepared to 
show their bitterness if  any 
attempt is made to subvert 
their will.

Meanwhile, the Resident 
Electoral Commissioner, 
REC, in Delta State, Rev. 
Monday Udoh-Tom, yes-
terday, confirmed the killing 
of  an election official after 
Saturday’s Presidential and 

National Assembly elections 
in the state.

Udoh-Tom, who spoke 
with newsmen in Asaba, 
stated that the unnamed of-
ficial was shot on his way 
to deliver election results on 
Saturday at Ukwani Local 
Government Area of  the 
state.

The REC said: “There 
was an attack in Ukwani 
LGA where one of  our staff  
was shot on his way with the 
election results after the elec-
tion.

“The gunmen opened fire 
at their bus and unfortunate-
ly killed the INEC official 
and others sustained inju-
ries.

 “The other ad hoc staff  
who were injured were iden-
tified as members of  the Na-
tional Youth Service Corps, 
NYSC.

 “The NYSC corps mem-
bers are now receiving treat-
ment, but we are planning 
on how to move them to a 
hospital in Asaba,” Udoh-
Tom.”
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Obi floors Tinubu, Atiku with
crushing figures in Abuja

... Exits Odua, Ekwunife, Nwankwo, others 

E
lection results update: 
Peter Obi leads in La-
gos, see the figures

Peter Obi, the presidential 
candidate of  the Labour Par-
ty (LP), has won the election 
in the federal capital territo-
ry (FCT).

Obi defeated Bola Tinubu 
of  the All Progressives Con-

those he termed as despera-
does and wicked elements.

“Imo is sliding into an-
archy. Criminals have tak-
en over as police officers in 
Imo. Rogues released from 
Police Cells were given po-
lice Uniforms to act as real 
police officers on election 
duty. Inspector General of  
Police should take note of  
this election malady”.

A PDP Chieftain in Assa/
Obile Ward, Mazi Iwuji 
Benson, posited that “since 
some of  the hoodlums in 
Assa/Obile Ward, in Oha-
ji Egbema, have hijacked 
all the electoral materials, 
voters decided to use man-
ual materials to vote. There 
was nothing like election 
in Assa/Obile Ward. Woe 
to those who were involved 
in this mess called  election 
rigging. All APC leaders in 
Assa/Obile should be called 
to order by security agencies 
for peace to reign”.

gress (APC) after the sum-
mation of  all six area coun-
cils in the FCT.

Atiku Abubakar, the pres-
idential candidate of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP), came a distant third.

Abubakar won the FCT 
in the 2019 presidential elec-
tions.



Buhari to Lawmakers-elect: Nigerians ‘ll ambush 
you in next elections if you flop
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LP sweeps Presidential, National Assembly 
polls in Abia, APC gets 2 seats
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia 

T
he Labour Party (LP) 
has won 1 Senatorial 
and 3 House of  Repre-

sentatives seats in Abia State 
and still counting.

This is even as the All 
Progressive Congress (APC) 
won 1 Senatorial seat and 1 
Federal House of  Represent-
atives seat in the State.

The  political tsunami 
which was  activated by the 
popularity of  Mr Peter Obi 
last Saturday, saw LP sacking 
the PDP from its strongholds 
in the State.

Abia Central Senate seat 
which is being occupied by 
the outgoing Senator Theo-
dore Orji was won by Hon 
Darlington Nwokocha of  
Labour Party.

He defeated Col Augus-

tine Akobundu(Rtd) of  PDP, 
Chukwu Wachukwu of  YPP 
and others.

In Abia North, Senate 
Chief  Whip,  Orji Uzor 
Kalu survived an early La-
bour Party onslaught, by 
defeating Nnamdi Iroh  of  
Labour Party and Senator 
Mao Ohuabunwa of  Peoples 
Democratic  Party (PDP).

Kalu scored 30,805 votes 
to beat Nnamdi Iroh of  
LP who scored 27,540 
votes while Senator Mao 
Ohuabunwa of  PDP could 
only get 15,175 votes.

The Abia North Senatorial 
election was announced by 
Mr Chinedu Nnamdi, INEC 
Returning Officer.

In Bende Federal Con-
stituency, APC’s Benjamin 
Kalu won a re-election into 
the Federal House of  Reps, 
beating his arch rival Hon 

Elendu Nnenna Ukeje of  
PDP silly.

Benjamin Kalu who is 
presently the House Com-
mittee Chairman on Infor-
mation, scored  10,020 votes 
to beat Chief  Frank Chinasa 
of  Labour Party who scored 
7,818 votes while Hon Elen-
du Nnenna Ukeje of  PDP 
only got 3930 votes.

The Returning Officer for 
Bende, Adindu Chidinma 
announced the results.

Labour Party candidate, 
Hon Ginger Onwusibe 
trashed Chief  Anthony Ag-
bazuere of  PDP by scoring 
20,411 votes while Agbazue-
re managed to gather 13,508 
votes.

Labour Party again shook 
Abia State by beating the 
longest serving House of  
Reps member, Nkeiruka 
Onyejeocha.

Amobi Ogah, the younger 
brother of  Dr Uche Ogah, 
defeated Hon Onyejeocha of  
APC to win the Isukwuato/
Umunneochi Federal Con-
stituency.

Before her defeat, Hon 
Onyejeocha had spent 16 
unbroken years in the green 
chambers, 12 in PDP and 4 
in APC.

But Labour Party made 
the biggest point in Ikwua-

no/Umuahia Federal Con-
stituency where its candi-
date, Chief  Obi Aguocha 
defeated the Speaker of  Abia 
State House of  Assembly, 
Hon Chinedum Orji (ikuku). 
of  PDP

Ikuku who is the son of  
the former Abia Governor 
and now Senator, Theodore 
Orji, is regarded as one of  
the political  godfathers until 
his defeat by Aguocha.

Aguocha scored 48,199 
votes to beat Chinedum Orji 
who scored 35,196 votes as 
announced by Returning Of-
ficer, Prof  Uma Oke.

In the Presidential elec-
tion, Mr Peter Obi of  LP 
scored 327,095 votes to beat 
Alhaji Atiku Abubakar of  
PDP who got 22,6 76 votes.

Other National Assembly 
elections results were being 
awaited at the time of  fil-
ing-in this report.

The National Collation Centre, in Abuja where INEC Chairman, Prof. Mahmood Yakubu, 
INEC team, Returning Officers, Party agents and observers manage the results of Presidential 
and National Assembly election.

Collation Officer suspends Rivers result announcement 
over threats to life

T
he collation officer 
appointed by the In-
dependent National 

Electoral Commission for 
the Presidential election in 
Rivers State, Prof Charles 
Adias, has suspended the 
collation of  results over al-
leged threats to life.

Prof  Adias who is also 
the Vice Chancellor of  the 
Federal University, Otuoke 

in Bayelsa State, said this at 
the resumption of  collation 
at the INEC headquarters in 
Port Harcourt on Tuesday 
morning, saying the threats 
were from supporters of  a 
particular political party.

He stated, “I have been 
receiving threats, messages 
and calls to my life and that 
of  my family for two days 
now. My picture is all over 

the social media that I was 
sent to rig the elections in 
Rivers State.

 “Every one hour, I re-
ceive more that one million 
calls of  threats to my life 
and other things. I hereby 
stand down collation un-
til the INEC and security 
agencies can guarantee my 
safety to continue this na-
tional assignment.”

P
resident Muhammadu 
Buhari has warned 
some of  the winners 

of  the Senate and House of  
Representatives elected to 
represent the Daura zone, 
the constituency that pro-
duced him.

Buhari, according to a 
statement on Monday by his 

spokesman, Garba Shehu, 
gave the lawmakers-elect an 
important lesson: “respect 
the voters and make them 
feel important. If  you don’t, 
they will wait in ambush for 
you in the next election.

Depending on how you 
deal with them, they will 
keep you in office, or they 
will send you packing.”

He congratulated the sen-
ator-elect, Nasiru Sani, who 
obtained 174,062 votes, to 
beat the incumbent, Senator 
Ahmed Babba Kaita who 
had defected to the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) fol-
lowing his defeat in the pri-
mary elections.

Senator Kaita fell short 

by more than ten thousand 
votes.

President Buhari also wel-
comed the election of  Alhaji 
Aminu Jamo, House of  Rep-
resentatives member-elect 
for Daura/Sandamu/Mai 
Adua Federal Constituency 
who defeated his PDP op-
ponent by more than 10,000 
votes.

The National Legal Ad-
viser of  the APC, Barrister 
Ahmed El-Marzuq, who led 
the elected representatives, 
informed the President that 
the good showing of  the par-
ty was owed largely to pro-
gress recorded in the Sena-
torial zone under the Buhari 
presidency.

Peter Obi wins FCT Presidential Election

T
he presidential can-
didate of  the Labour 
Party, Peter Obi, has 

emerged as the winner of  
the presidential election in 
the Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT), Abuja.

Mr Obi, a former Gover-
nor of  Anambra State, se-
cured 281,717 votes, Bola 
Tinubu of  the ruling APC 
polled 90,902 votes while 
Atiku Abubakar of  the PDP 
got 74,199 votes.

The Labour Party candi-
date defeated his closes chal-

lenger with 190815 votes.
The Federal Capital Terri-

tory has six area councils—
Gwagwalada, Abaji, Kwali, 
Gwagwalada, Bwari and 
Abuja Municipal.

Out of  the six area coun-
cils, Labour Party won four, 
while the APC won two.

Mr Obi’s largest victory 
was in Abuja Municipal 
(AMAC), where he secured 
over 70 per cent of  the votes 
cast and defeated his closest 
challenger with over 140,000 
votes.

Orlu Federal Constituency protest over no election 

T
he people of  Orlu/
Orsu/ Oru-East Fed-
eral Constituency to-

day marched to the INEC 
Office, Owerri on a peace-
ful Protest demanding jus-
tice .

According to them, on 
February , 25th, the day of  
the General Election, they 
waited as others for the 

election to commence but to 
their greatest surprise, they 
neither saw INEC officials 
nor Election took place in 
some parts of  Orlu LGA.

At Orsu and Oru-East 
LGAs respectively, no Elec-
tion took place at all .

They were here to ask 
INEC the date the elections 
will be conducted to enable 

them choose their leaders 
including their House of  
Rep member .

The people also called on 
the National Chairman of  
INEC not to allow desper-
ate and mischievous politi-
cians to hijack the process 
and further drag the coun-
try to destruction.

Nwokocha floors Akobundu, Onuigbo
to win Abia Central Senate 

he Labour Party Tcandidate for Abia 
Central senatorial 

d i s t r i c t ,  D a r l i n g t o n 
N w o k o c h a  h a s  b e e n 

s i t a  N g w u ,  a n 

Oengineer, has been 
e l e c t e d  a s  t h e 

senator to represent Enugu 
west senatorial district in the 
national assembly.

Ngwu polled 52,473 
votes to be declared as 
winner by the Independent 
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t o r a l 
Commission (INEC).

His closest contender, 
Dennis Amadi, candidate of  
the Labour Party (LP), polled 
48,053.

E z e h  C h i k a  a n d 
Udeagulu Cletus, candidates 
of  the All  Progressives 
Congress (APC), and New 
N i ge r i a  Pe o p l e s  Pa r t y 
(NNPP) got 3,825 and 1,052 
votes to come third and 
fourth respectively.

Advertisement
Ngwu will be replacing 

I k e  E k w e r e m a d u ,  t h e 
incumbent, who was first 
elected in 2003.

Ekweremadu held the 
office of  deputy senate 
president three consecutive 
times in the sixth, seventh, 
and eighth assemblies.

The first two times were 
under David Mark, a former 
senator representing Benue 
south and former senate 
president, and the last time 
under Bukola Saraki,  a 

declared winner of  the 
Senate seat. Darlington 
Nwokocha won the election 
to represent Isiala Ngwa 
n o r t h / s o u t h  f e d e r a l 

senator representing Kwara 
central and also a former 
senate president.

Advertisement
The senator, who nursed 

a gubernatorial bid but later 
dumped it, is currently facing 
an alleged organ harvesting 
charge in the UK

constituency on the PDP 
platform in 2019. For the 
2023 elections, he secured 
the senatorial ticket of  the 
LP to represent Abia central 
s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t . 
Sponsored Nwokocha was 
also declared the winner of  
the election on Sunday by 
the INEC returning officer 
for the constituency, Prof. 
Udo Herbert. He polled 
92 ,116  the  de fea t  the 
c a n d i d a t e  o f  Pe o p l e s 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
Okwudiri Akobundu who 
came second with a total 
number of  41,447 while 
APC's Samuel Onuigbo 
scored 7997 to come third.

PDP's Ngwu succeeds
Ekweremadu as Enugu
west senator 
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Editorial

he 1999 Constitution requires 24 Tstates AND the Federal Capital 
Te r r i t o r y  ( F C T )  t o  w i n  a 

presidential election and emerge as one. 
This has led to diverse interpretations by 
different scholars.

In 1979, Shehu Shagari faced a similar 
scenario when he scored 25 percent in 12 of 
the 19 states of the federation at the time.

With the 1979 Constitution requiring 
him to score at least twenty-five (25) 
percent in two-thirds of the states, a crisis 
ensured over what should be considered as 
two-thirds of 19 states: 12 or 13?

The Supreme Court concluded that it 
would be “12 two-thirds” meaning 25 
percent in 12 states and 25 percent of two-
thirds of a 13th state. Shagari automatically 
met the requirement but the opposition 
cried foul.

Now that the result of Federal Capital 
Territory (FCT) has been announced, APC 
had just 19.8 percent and PDP 16.1 percent, 
compared to Labour Party's 61 percent.

Section 134 (2) says: “A candidate for an 
election to the office of President shall be 
deemed to have been duly elected where, 
there being more than two candidates for 
the election: (a) he has the highest number 
of votes cast at the election; and (b) he has 
not less than one-quarter of the votes cast at 
the election in each of at least two-thirds of 
all the States in the Federation and the 
Federal Capital Territory, Abuja.

“(3) In a default of a candidate duly 
elected in accordance with subsection (2) of 
this section their shall be a second election 
in accordance with subsection (4) of this 
section at which the only candidates shall 
be (a) the candidate who scored the highest 
number of votes at any election held in 
accordance with the said subsection (2) of 
this section; and (b) one among the 
remaining candidates who has a majority of 
votes in the highest number of States, so 
however that where there are more than one 
candidate with majority of votes in the 
highest number of States, the candidate 
among them with the highest total of votes 
cast at the election shall be the second 
candidate for the election.”

Olisa Agbakoba, a senior lawyer, was 
the  f i r s t  to  po in t  out  th i s  t r i ck y 
constitutional provision in a letter he wrote 
to the Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) early in January 2023.

Although commending INEC for a 
“great job to ensure free, fair, verifiable, 
credible and transparent elections”, 
Agbakoba said the clarification was 
needed.

“I am a little worried,” he said. “I 
reviewed section 134 carefully, specifically, 
subsections 134 (1) (b) and (2) (b), and 
wondered if “two-thirds of all the States in 

the federation and the federal capital 
territory, Abuja” means either of  the 
following:

“a) that a presidential candidate must 
score not less than one-quarter of the votes 
cast at the election in each of at least two-
thirds of all the States in the Federation 
which means 24 states, the 24 States will 
include the federal capital territory Abuja 
as a “state”, or

“b) that a presidential candidate must 
score not less than one-quarter of the votes 
cast at the election in each of at least two-
thirds of all the states in the federation 
which means 24 states and in addition to 
meeting the one-quarter requirement in 24 
states, a candidate must also win one-
quarter of the votes cast in the federal 
capital territory, Abuja.

“In this sense, a presidential candidate 
must have one-quarter of the votes cast in 
the federal capital territory, Abuja, in 
addition to scoring not less than one-
quarter of the votes cast at the election in 24 
States of  the Federation, to be duly 
elected.”

The former president of the Nigerian 
Bar Association (NBA) added that there are 
three major questions arising from his 
interpretation.

He said: “(1) Is the requirement that a 
presidential candidate must score not less 
than one-quarter of the votes cast at the 
election in each of at least two-thirds of the 
36 States of the Federation; does this mean 
that the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja is 
incorporated in the 24 States?

“ ( 2 )  I s  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  a 
presidential candidate must score not less 
than one-quarter of the votes cast at the 
election in each of at least two-thirds of the 
36 States of the Federation; does it mean 
that the presidential candidate must also 
score not less than one-quarter of the votes 
cast at the election at the Federal Capital 
Territory, Abuja?

“(3) Can a candidate that scored not less 
than one-quarter of the votes cast at the 
election in 36 States of the Federation but 
fails to score one-quarter of the votes cast at 
the election at the Federal Capital 
Territory, be duly elected as President of 
Nigeria?

“To be honest, I am not quite sure of the 
right answers to my questions. I just 
thought to bring this to your attention as 
something you might wish to clarify to the 
public.”

We therefore advocate that, all the 
constitutional and Electoral Act sticking 
issues should be considerably addressed to 
the  apprec ia t ion  o f  the  e s sent ia l 
stakeholders including the voters before 
final decision on the presidential winner is 
taken.
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2023 elections and 25% in
FCT requirement 
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Opinion

he result of  presidential Telection filtering out of  
the Independent National 

Electoral Commission (INEC) is 
generating ripples and tension 
because it did not reflect the wish 
of  the electorates and if  the right 
thing is not done, the country 
may be plunged into worse 
p o l i t i c a l  c r i s i s .  T h i s  h a s 
confirmed the fears many of  us 
expressed in different fora before 
the election that the ruling All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
will be going into the 2023 
presidential election from a 
disadvantaged position given its 
woeful performance and as may 
resort to rigging as the only 
strategy to hold on to power. 
Secondly,  al l  the elections 
conducted under the APC regime 
were all marred by violence, vote-
buying, and other forms of  
electoral malfeasance and where 
and when they could not rig, they 
would declare the election 
inconclusive.

The report from across the 
countr y indicates  that  the 
February 25, presidential election 
was marred by gross irregularities 
and e lec tora l  mal feasance 
unprecedented in the history of  
this nation despite the much 
advertized use of  Bimodal Voters 
Accreditation System (BVAS). 
The pictures, video footages and 
stories from the polling units 
across the nation are unpalatable 
and terrifying. In some locations 
i n  L a g o s ,  v o t e r s  w e r e 
disenfranchised by area-boys. 
And in some places, the INEC's 
BVAS refused to work while in 
s o m e  t h e  I N E C  o f f i c i a l s 
deliberately refused to upload the 
result from the polling units to 
INEC server. There were many 
cases of  ballot box snatching by 
armed thugs and underage 
voting. We have seen incidences 
of  harassment and intimidation 
of  voters wherein people were 
deliberately locked out of  the 
voting centers. Also, there are 
video footages of  party men 
including security officers locked 
in a place thumb printing ballot 
papers. There is the story of  an 
APC agent in INEC's office 
frustrating the uploading of  
results from the polling units. 
More troubling is the insinuation 
that INEC is accepting results not 
uploaded in its server from the 
polling units as procedurally 
required, an indication that the 
system has been compromised. 
The whole thing was a total farce 
and unacceptable. It is a joke 
taken too far and Nigerians are 

saying no to it.
Early last year when the 

president signed the electoral law 
many cheered and when the 
BVAS was introduced, many said 
it is bye-bye to ballot box-
snatching. Also when the INEC 
chairman extended the deadline 
for voters'  registration, we 
applauded cheerfully. Again, 
when the president instructed the 
CBN governor to redesign our 
currency we believed it was to 
curtail vote buying and his 
earnest desire to leave a lasting 
legacy and we endured the 
ensuing hardship that came with 
the policy. Furthermore, when he 
told the nation to vote their 
p r e f e r r e d  c a n d i d a t e  i n  a 
nationwide broadcast, many 
thought he was out for free, fair 
and credible election.

Additionally, when we saw 
movement of  security officers 
and troops, we thought it was to 
stamp out thuggery and rigging 
but now we know better. The 
information filtering in from the 
pol l ing centers  and INEC 
co l la t ion  cente r s  seem to 
contradict this notion about 
holding a free, fair and credible 
election.

But, we saw the telltale signs 
and ignored it because of  the 
ostensible neutral posturing of  
the president. INEC did not 
release the voters' card to those 
who registered later at the 
scheduled time; three weeks to 
the presidential election, some 
registered citizens were yet to get 
their PVCs and many were not 
able to get theirs. We were shown 
p ic tures  o f  peoples  PVCs 
willfully dumped into water 
drainages and in the forest. And 
later we were told that some 
polling units were delisted for 
some inexplicable reasons.

And few days to the election it 
was observed that there were 
errors in the INEC printed ballot 
papers. Today, it seems the critics 
who had insinuated that, all the 
government and INEC's show of  
n e u t r a l i t y,  wa s  a  p l oy  t o 
hoodwink the electorates, were 
right. And President Buhari must 
demonstrate to Nigerians and 
decisively too, that he was firm in 
his resolve to conduct free and 
fair election.

Indeed, it is inexplicable that 
it took INEC four whole years to 
prepare for this election at a huge 
cost to the nation and yet the 
election was nothing to write 
home about because the system 
was deliberately compromised. 
The INEC's budget for this 
election is 305 billion Naira, 

aside from the 50 billion Naira 
b u d g e t  f o r  i t s  a n n u a l 
expenditure. So why would 
INEC spend this humongous 
sum and give us nonsense? The 
current INEC chairman, Prof. 
Mahmood Yakubu has clearly 
written his name in the mud. He 
has entered the history books as 
the most corrupt and inept 
INEC chairman. And he should 
be arrested and prosecuted for 
fraud, aiding and abetting 
electoral malfeasance. He 
cannot willfully subvert the will 
of  the people and go scot-free. 
Electoral violence and fraud 
have continued unabated in this 
country because nobody seems 
to be punished for it. Prof. Eme 
Awa and Prof. Humphrey 
Nwosu made Nigerians think 
that intellectuals, especially 
political scientists could be 
better electoral umpires but 
Attahiru Jega and Mahmood 
Yakubu and their team of  crank 
inte l lectuals  have proved 
otherwise.

Nigerians trooped out en 
masse, forgo their businesses 
and shirk off  apathy went to 
various polling units to exercise 
their franchise to vote out the 
o b n ox i o u s  A P C  r e g i m e. 
Nigerians have spoken loud and 
clear: nobody wants APC at the 
center anymore. If  Tinubu 
could not win in his stronghold 
how could he have won every 
other place? He lost in his den in 
Bourdilon Road Ikoyi. He lost 
in Lagos State. He lost in Osun, 
his home state. He lost in Aso 
Rock. Tinubu's loss in these 
locations portends signs of  

rejection. You will say Obasanjo 
lost in his state in 1999, but that 
w a s  u n d e r  d i f f e r e n t 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s.  O B J  l o s t 
because he was not a politician 
and because he contested 
against his tribesman.

How can the nation be 
moving round in a circle? We 
have politicians with zero sense 
of  responsibility but with false 
sense of  entitlement. We have 
politicians who have no respect 
for the people and for the rule of  
law. Twenty-three years after 
our  inchoa te  democra t i c 
experiment and we are still 
making mockery of  democracy. 
D e m o c r a c y  a n d  g o o d 
governance have not taken any 
firm roots because the electoral 
system is in shambles. The 
costs—monetary and incidental 
—of  conducting elections are 
still unbearably high and as 
result, we have poor democratic 
participation and unbearably 
high incidences  e lectoral 
malfeasance. It is indeed very 
unfortunate!

We will not allow them to 
continue to take us for granted. 
Our politicians have proved to 
be unrepentant recidivist with 
a c u t e  l e a r n i n g  d i s o r d e r. 
Nigerians are unanimously 
saying no imposition, no to vote 
allocation, no to falsification of  
result. We will not accept result 
not uploaded through BVAS as 
provided by the law. We have 
been taken for granted for too 
long. And this time, Nigerians 
must insist on the right thing. If  
this is not corrected, there 
would not be the March 11, 

state election.
But, before I am accused of  

inciting violence, let it be known 
to you that it is the manipulators 
who want to subvert the will of  
the people that are inciting 
violence. You cannot take 
people for granted all the time. 
No speech can be more inciting 
than the act of  deliberate and 
willful denial of  peoples' right to 
choose.  Those who make 
peaceful change impossible, 
make violent change inevitable.

I N E C  h a s  f l a g r a n t l y 
compromised the electoral 
process and prepared the 
grounds for political upheaval 
that will consume those trying 
to subvert the will of  the 
electorates.

If  President Mohammadu 
Buhari is not part of  this plot to 
subvert the will of  the people he 
MUST act now. He should 
compel INEC to announce the 
rightful winner of  this election 
or cancel the election and 
conduct a fresh presidential 
election.

Nothing short of  this will be 
tolerated. Telling us to go to 
cour t  i s  an  insu l t  to  the 
electorates and a tactics to buy 
time by the riggers. They know 
that the Nigerian courts are as 
unreliable as weather.

Nobody has confidence in a 
compromised and openly 
corrupt judicial system like 
Nigeria's. Moreover, the current 
Chie f  Jus t ice  o f  Niger ia 
Olukayode  Ar iwoola  has 
openly shown himself  to be 
partisan.
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INEC should avoid plunging the nation into
political crisis 
By Gozie Irogboli

Nigerians trooped out en masse, forgo their businesses and shirk off  apathy 
went to various polling units to exercise their franchise to vote out the obnoxious 
APC regime. Nigerians have spoken loud and clear: nobody wants APC at the 
center anymore. If  Tinubu could not win in his stronghold how could he have 
won every other place? He lost in his den in Bourdilon Road Ikoyi. He lost in 

Lagos State. He lost in Osun, his home state. He lost in Aso Rock. Tinubu's loss 
in these locations portends signs of  rejection. You will say Obasanjo lost in his 
state in 1999, but that was under different circumstances. OBJ lost because he 

was not a politician and because he contested against his tribesman
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Datti Baba-Ahmed and Ifeanyi Okowa, vice-presidential candidates of the Labour Party (LP) and Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), 
have asked the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) to cancel the general election.

IPOB lauds S/Easterners, ESN operatives
for peaceful general election 

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
he  Indigenous People 
of  Biafra (IPOB) led by 
its leader Mazi Nnam-

di Kanu has commended the 
IPOB Volunteers, and ESN 
Operatives for creating a con-
ducive environment in Biafra 
Land during the elections. 

Media and publicity sec-
retary for IPOB, Comrade 
Emma Powerful disclosed 
this in a press briefing made 
available to News Echo on 
Monday, 27th Feb.

According to the brief-
ing, “IPOB said that we are 
not interested in this selec-
tion called election did not 
mean that our gallant men 
went to sleep to allow hired 
anti-democratic forces and 
criminals to take advantage 
of  the elections to tarnish our 
image by creating violence. 
The Nigeria government has 
lobbied some international 
organisations to pin IPOB 
as those creating insecurity. 
They told them that we were 
going to create crises during 
the elections. We have proven 
them wrong because IPOB is 
not a violent movement but a 
peaceful one seeking peaceful 
separation from the Nigerian 
State”.

“We understand the impor-
tance of  credible elections as 
a democratic process to sal-
vage the sufferings by giving 
people the opportunity to 

choose their leaders through 
credible elections. In the case 
of  Nigeria, credible elections 
are a mirage and can never be 
achieved”.

IPOB condemned publica-
tion from one of  the political 
media houses, The Nation 
Newspaper, purportedly ac-
cusing the peaceful move-
ment of  IPOB as responsible 
for the attack in Delta State 
where two people were mur-
dered in Oshimili Local Gov-
ernment Area.

May it be known to the 
Nations Newspaper and their 
collaborators that no IPOB 
member was killed in the so-
called attacks because we are 
not political thugs and never 
disturbed anybody during the  
elections. We knew that some 
state sponsored criminals and 
political thugs would claim to 
be IPOB members to create 
violence during the elections. 
They are working together 
with the federal government 
of  Nigeria or the Fulani gov-
ernment of  Nigeria and some 
states governors who are their 
stooges to blackmail IPOB”, 
the statement reads. 

“The world was expecting 
IPOB members and ESN 
Operatives to cause crises 
in the Eastern states during 
elections because the  Nige-
ria government have made 
them believe that IPOB are 
against their elections. IPOB 
is too smart for them, and we 
knew what they were waiting 

to hear, but we outsmarted 
them again. Instead of  their 
state sponsored criminals and 
thugs to create crises, IPOB 
Volunteers and ESN Opera-
tives demobilized their agents 
and created the calm envi-
ronment required to conduct 
their elections in the East”. 

“As such, there were al-
most no records of  ballot 
boxes snatching or burning 
in the East. Rather, the vio-
lence they meant to happen 
in the Eastern Region were 
all over the Western and 
Northern Regions of  their 
Nigeria. What a smart move 
by IPOB leadership! Nigeria 
fulanized government with 
ethnic cleansing agenda will 
not commend the peaceful 

nature of  the elections in the 
East but if  it were to be the 
opposite, the entire Nigeria 
media will be filled with eth-
nic bias reportage against Ig-
bos or Biafrans, and IPOB”.

“In the case of  Nigeria 
credible elections is a mirage 
and can never happen in Ni-
geria, the INEC Chairman 
Mamood Yakubu has shown 
Nigerians that fulani people 
don’t need peaceful environ-
ment and they will see it these 
days. The Nigerians has un-
derstood that fulani doesn’t 
want peace and they cannot 
coexist with other tribes in 
the cage nation called Nige-
ria. The concluded fraud elec-
tion has proven that Nigeria is 
irredeemable”. 

“Violent attacks on Igbo 
voters in other parts of  Nige-
ria especially in Lagos Riv-
ers State because little Hitler 
Nyesom Wike has proven 
that he is not an Igbo and he 
hates Ndigbo, disenfranchis-
ing of  Igbos voters, massive 
rigging, underage voting, de-
struction of  voting materials, 
manipulation of  election re-
sults characterized this 2023 
presidential election”. 

“The earlier that Nigeria un-
derstands the sophistication 
and intelligence of  Ndigbo/
Biafrans and appreciate it, the 
better for them. The God-giv-
en talents of  Ndigbo and Bia-
frans will never be realized in 
an unholy union of  Nigeria, 
but rather, it will be realized 
in a homogeneous nation of  
Biafra.  They thought IPOB 
and ESN operatives would 
be silent and watch their 
sponsored agents burn down 
places in Biafra Land instead, 
we choked them into silence. 
So far, Biafra land is the most 

peaceful region during this 
2023 election in their Nigeria. 
We foiled the blackmailing 
agenda of  the government of  
the zoo. 

“Kudos to IPOB Volun-
teers and ESN Operatives for 
a job well done! Also, thanks 
to IPOB leadership, the DOS, 
and our formidable Media 
Worriors for exposing the en-
emies. IPOB also appreciates 
Biafrans, who provided vital 
information to our gallant 
men and women that helped 
to stale the plans of  the crim-
inals”.

“By the grace of  Chukwu 
Okike Abiama, IPOB will 
continue to outsmart our 
enemies until Biafra is fully 
restored.  With what has hap-
pened in the just concluded 
fraudulent election, it’s be-
coming clear even to the blind 
that Igbos are not wanted in 
this contraption. Biafra Na-
tion remains the only option. 
IPOB will always be proven 
right at the appointed time”.

Requirement to emerge President – Falana

L
egal luminary, Femi 
Falana says a pres-
idential candidate 

does not need to win the 
Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT) to be declared win-
ner of  the February 25, 
2023 poll.

“It is not a requirement 
that you must win the 
FCT,” the Senior Advo-
cate of  Nigeria said this in 
a Television programme on 
Tuesday

“Today, the courts have 
ruled that pursuant to Sec-
tion 299 of  the constitu-
tion, that the FCT should 
be treated as a state. That is 
the law.

“You don’t have to win 
the FCT; if  you meet the 
requirement; that is two-
thirds of  the majority of  

states in the country. You 
don’t have to win the FCT,” 
the rights activist stressed.

A former chairman of  the 
Nigerian Bar Association 
(NBA), Olisa Agbakoba 
had last week asked the In-
dependent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC) 
to clarify the commission’s 
position on Section 134 
of  the 1999 Constitution 
which seems ambiguous.

Section 134 of  the consti-
tution states that a candidate 
will be declared winner of  a 
presidential election if  he 
has “(a) he has the majority 
of  votes cast at the election; 
and (b) he has not less than 
one-quarter of  the votes cast 
at the election in each of  at 
least two-thirds of  all the 
States in the Federation and 

the Federal Capital Territo-
ry, Abuja.

Agbakoba queried wheth-
er the 24 states incorporate 
the FCT or not but the elec-
toral umpire has not made 
any comment on the matter.

However, Falana said 
Section 299 of  the Constitu-
tion already recognised the 
FCT as a state and therefore 
a presidential candidate 
does not necessarily need to 
win the seat of  Nigeria’s po-
litical power to be declared 
winner of  an election.

He stressed that once a 
candidate gets 25% of  votes 
in 24 states and has a major-
ity of  the total votes, he or 
she should be declared win-
ner by the electoral body.

“The concern that has 
arisen is that looking at the 

campaigns going on, people 
are wondering whether any 
candidate will win those 
stringent constitutional re-
quirements: 25% and at 
least two-third of  the state 
and of  course majority of  
lawful votes all over the 
country,” Falana said.
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Presidential election: Peter Obi 
winning FCT raises questions 
about possible run off ?

T
here have been specu-
lations across Nigeria 
that the 2023 presi-

dential election may end up 
in a constitutional crisis.

With most of  the results 
of  last Saturday’s presiden-
tial election announced, 
it is looking likely that the 
presidential candidate of  
the All Progressives Con-
gress (APC), Bola Tinubu, 
will end up with the highest 
number of  valid votes.

Tinubu will also have gar-
nered at least 25% votes in 
at least 24 states of  the fed-
eration.

But the 1999 Constitution 
says 24 states and the Feder-
al Capital Territory (FCT).

This has led to different 
interpretations.

The results from the FCT 
showed that APC had just 
19.8% and Atiku Abubakar 

of  the Peoples Democrat-
ic Party (PDP) had 16.1%, 
compared to Labour Party’s 
Peter Obi who picked up 
61%.

 “There’s no run off,” 
Barrister Kwami Adade-
voh, whose legal practice 
straddles between Nigeria, 
Ghana and the UK told 
DAILY POST.

 “The other two (Tinubu 
and Atiku) have won 25% in 
24 states.

 “The FCT is not a state. 
Otherwise the reading 
you’re applying would re-
quire that even if  someone 
won 25% in 36 states but 
didn’t win 25% in Abuja 
then the person hasn’t won.

 “So we should we be ex-
pecting INEC’s announce-
ment of  a winner.

 “By tomorrow I’m sure,” 
Adadevoh replied.

... Condemns false publication from Nations Newspaper 
     on alleged killings in Delta
... Accuse Gov. Wike of  hatred on Igbos



Anambra Monarch dissolves cabinet chiefs 
over alleged plot to dethrone him
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PDP, LP, ADC call for fresh election, demand
INEC boss, Yakubu steps aside

News Echo      Wednesday 1 - Thursday 2  March,  2023                          Page 7

T
he Peoples Democrat-
ic Party (PDP), the 
Labour Party (LP) 

and African Democratic 
Congress (ADC) have on 
Tuesday demanded for a 
fresh election, insisting the 
February 25 Presidential and 
National Assembly elections 
have been “irretrievably com-
promised”.

The LP National Chair-
man, Julius Abure; the PDP 
chairman, Iyorchia Ayu; as 
well as their ADC counter-
part, Ralph Nwosu, made 
this known at a joint press 
conference in Abuja on Tues-
day.

They alleged that Satur-
day’s presidential and Na-
tional Assembly elections 
were manipulated by officials 
of  the Independent Nation-
al Electoral Commission 
(INEC) at polling units by 
their failure to upload results 

electronically on the commis-
sion’s Results Viewing Portal 
(IReV).

Abure, who spoke on be-
half  of  the LP, PDP and the 
ADC, said, “This election is 
not free and far from being 
fair”, adding that there are 
“ongoing cancellation of  re-
sults from areas of  strength 
of  the opposition parties”.

They declared a vote of  no 
confidence on INEC chair-
man, Mahmood Yakubu and 
asked him to immediately 
step aside for an unbiased 
person to take over and con-
duct a fresh election.

The LP, PDP and ADC 
said the deliberate refusal of  
the INEC chairman to re-
spect the upload of  results 
electronically as stipulated by 
Section 60 of  the Electoral 
Act 2022 is unacceptable.

The three parties said the 
result so far by INEC showed 

“monumental disparities” be-
tween what the party agents 
signed and what INEC offi-
cials announced in Abuja.

They said the manual 
transmission of  results com-
promised the integrity of  the 
election process.

Recall that agents of  the 
PDP and the LP stormed 
out of  the National Collation 
Centre for the presidential 
election results at the Interna-
tional Conference Centre in 
Abuja on Monday.

A member of  the 8th Na-
tional Assembly from Kogi 
West Senatorial District, 
Dino Melaye; and a former 
governor of  Imo State, Eme-
ka Ihedioha; an agent of  the 
Labour Party, amongst oth-
ers staged a walkout on the 
INEC chairman over dissatis-
faction on the process of  the 
collation of  results from state 
collation officers for the presi-

dential election (SCOPs).
The drama ensued around 

4:30pm on Monday at the 
resumed collation exercise of  
the February 25 presidential 
election results for the second 
day.

Melaye, Ihedioha, as well 
as the agents of  the Labour 
Party and others, had com-
plained that the results pre-
sented by INEC SCOPs 
weren’t uploaded on IReV as 
repeatedly promised by the 
electoral umpire before the 
February 25 presidential poll.

Melaye argued strongly 
that without the upload of  
results electronically on IReV, 
this year’s election is not in 
any way different from the 
manual transmission of  re-
sults done in 2015.

Melaye and others fierce-
ly insisted that the INEC 
chairman must not accept 
the results of  Ekiti, alleging 
that there were incidents of  
over voting and electoral ir-
regularities. They contended 

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Traditional ruler of  
Ifite Ogwari communi-
ty in Ayamelum local 

government area of  Anam-
bra state, Igwe Alphonsus 
Ofuebe, have dissolved his 
cabinet chiefs over alleged 
plot to over throne him as 
the number one citizen of  
the town. He said the chiefs 
were also dissolved for taking 
laws into their hands and for 
be-witching the development 
of  the community

He said cabinet members 
are regarded as persons that 
work with the traditional rul-
er of  every community for 
the overall interest of  the peo-
ple as the development of  the 
area becomes stand still when 
trust, peace, accountability, 
transparency, and respe...

respect for constituted au-
thorities are no longer found 
in the characters of  those 
who should be leading the 
people. This according to the 
Monarch, prompted the peo-

that the collation of  results at 
the centre is at variance with 
provisions of  the Electoral 
Act 2022 and that they do not 
believe in the results presented 
by the SCOPs.

However, the INEC chair-
man maintained that there 
was no over voting in Ekiti 
and that the results presented 
by the SCOPs stand. Yaku-
bu also said the process must 
continue.

In reaction, Melaye, Ihedi-
oha, LP Collation Agent and 
others stormed out of  the na-
tional collation centre.

Mahmood had on Monday 
cautioned Melaye not to be 
“disruptive” of  the collation 
process at the insistence of  the 
PDP chieftain that the results 
announced by the SCOPs 
should first have been upload-
ed on IReV for transparency 
and accountability.

The collation for Day 2 
and even Day 3, continued in 
their absence on Tuesday.Sir 
Ifeanyi Eleje,

ple including the youths to 
call for the total overhaul of  
the existing cabinet members 
in other not to derail develop-
mental processes in the com-
munity.

It was gathered that, Igwe 
Ofuebe, after all, inaugurat-
ed 56 new cabinet members 
that will assist him to run the 
affairs of  the community in 
peace and oneness.

He noted that the new cab-
inet members are the choice 
of  his people. He charged 
them to dwell in honesty, 
peace, and always place the 
overall benefit of  Ifite Ogwari 
above their personal gains.

“Don’t behave like the dis-
solved cabinet members, the 
Monarch warned. Chief  Ol-
iver Nweke, the Palace Sec-
retary, on his part, explaind 
that the community had 
been in peace until some of  
the cabinet members felt that 
they were above the consti-
tuted authority including the 
traditional ruler of  the town. 
Chief  Nweke told journal-
ists that four of  the members 

APGA Senatorial candi-
date for Ebonyi South zone.

Breaking: Obi wins with 
352, 904 votes 

The Independent National 
Electoral commission has de-
clared the Labour Party can-
didate, Peter Obi, the winner 
of  the presidential election 
held in Imo State on Saturday.

The returning officer for 
the state,  Charles Esimone, 
who announced the results 
on Tuesday in Owerri said 
that Obi scored  352,904 
while Bola Tinubu of  the All 
Progressives Congress scored 
66, 171 votes while Atiku 
Abubakar of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party got 30,044 
while Rabiu Kwankwaso got 
1,536 votes.

Results were collated in 26 
out of  the 27 Local Govern-
ment Areas of  the state.

The returning officer said 
that the results of  the Njaba 
LGA was not collated be-
cause of  violence.

were stripped of  their posi-
tions in the interest of  peace 
and development of  the food 
producing community.

According to him, the new 
high chiefs are Nweke Sime-
on ifechukwu who is now the 
Onowu Ifite Ogwari, Nweke 
Francis Anekwe, Odu Ifite 
Ogwari, Chief  Anekwe Ben-
nett Mbanefo Owelle Ifite 
Ogwari and Anthony chiok-
we Nweke Ogene Ifite Og-
wari, among others.

The traditional Prime 
Minister, Onowu Ifechukwu 
Nweke while speaking on be-
half  of  the inaugurated mem-
bers, noted that they won’t 
let down the trust reposed 
on them by the people, even 
as he reiterated the need for 
government to come to their 
aid with more developmental 
projects. A youth leader, Mr 
Stephen Ezemokwe called 
on them to assist the king by 
coming up with ideas and 
policies that would go a long 
way to place the area above 
other communities in the 
council area.

Abia Gov’t cautions Labour Unions against
embarking on strike over existing court order

T
he Abia State govern-
ment has cautioned 
Labour Unions in the 

state against embarking on a 
strike action over an existing 
court order. This was con-
tained in a statement signed 
by the Abia State Commis-
sioner for 

Information and Strategy, 
Barr Eze Chikamnayo.

The statement reads in full: 
It has been brought to the at-
tention of  the Government 
of  Abia state, the existence 
of  two subsisting Court Or-
ders restraining the Nigeria 
Labour Congress, either by 
themselves, their agents, priv-
ies or otherwise called, from 
embarking on a strike action 
on the 27th day of  February, 

2023 or any other day there-
after, until the determina-
tion of  the motion on notice 
served on the Nigeria Labour 
Congress and the Abia State 
Chapter of  the Trade Union 
in the Ohafia Magistraterial 
District.

Government hereby directs 
all civil servants in its em-
ploy to obey the said Court 
Order and remain calm and 
law-abiding while carrying 
out their duties.

Government notes that a 
similar restraining order is 
still pending in the Nation-
al Industrial Court of  Ni-
geria in the Owerri Judicial 
Division in suit no NICN/
OW/10/2021.

The Rebuilder of  Abia 

State, Governor Okezie Ik-
peazu, remains committed 
to the welfare of  workers and 
will continue to interface with 
all relevant institutions in this 
regard.

However, as a law-abiding 
Government, we shall not 
allow politicians to hijack the 
legitimate aspirations of  our 
dear workers for political pur-
poses. The Commissioner of  
Police, Abia state and other 
security agencies are hereby 
put on notice to forestall any 
breakdown of  law and order 
by any individual or group 
purporting to be acting on 
behalf  of  Abia workers in 
defiance to the orders of  the 
Courts of  Competent Juris-
diction.

LP Presidential candidate Peter Obi, speaks 
to Nigerians amid controversial results

P
residential candidate 
of  the Labour Party, 
LP, Peter Obi has ad-

dressed his supporters and 
all Nigerians to stay calm.

Obi made the appeal 
Tuesday morning at the 
Asaba airport in Delta State.

The Presidential candi-
date, who was on his way to 
Abuja, was interviewed by a 
citizen that shared the same 
flight.

“We should remain calm, 
consistent and persistent,” 
the flagbearer said.

“All we are asking for is 
good governance. Let the 
government care for the 
poor people.”

There are peaceful pro-
tests in some parts of  the 
country as citizens allege al-

tered results, over-voting and 
disenfranchisement.

Obi is currently in third 
place behind Bola Tinu-
bu of  the All Progressives 
Congress, APC, and Ati-
ku Abubakar, the Peoples 
Democratic Party, PDP, 
candidate.

At least 20 states have been 
officially declared by the In-
dependent National Elector-
al Commission, INEC.

The announcement of  re-
sults from states continues 
today at the national colla-
tion centre in Abuja.

Gov. Ikpeazu trails behind others as INEC 
declares Senatorial election inconclusive

T
he Independent 
National Electoral 
Commission has de-

clared Saturday’s National 
Assembly elections in Abia 
South inconclusive.

The INEC Returning 
Officer for the Abia South 
National Assembly elec-
tions, Georgina Ugwuanyi, 
a professor of  Banking and 

Finance at the Michael Ok-
para University of  Agricul-
ture, Umudike, announced 
this on Tuesday, while ad-
dressing the party agents at 
the collation centre in Aba.

Mrs Ugwuanyi said there 
was a substantial number of  
polling units, totaling 108, 
which had issues that ne-
cessitated rescheduled elec-
tions.
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ormer President, Olusegun FO b a s a n j o  o n  M o n d a y 
demanded the cancellation 

of  last weekend's presidential 
election results where the Bimodal 
Voter Accreditation System (BVAS) 
malfunctioned.

Obasanjo, who made the call in 
a letter tit led: “2023 Nigeria 
Presidential Election: An Appeal 
For Caution and Rectification,” and 
a d d r e s s e d  t o  P r e s i d e n t 
Muhammadu Buhari, urged the 
president to avert looming danger by 
ordering the cancellation of  results 
in all elections that failed integrity 
test.

He also asked the chairman of  
the Independent National Electoral 
Commission, Prof. Mahmood 
Yakubu, to save Nigeria from a 
disaster waiting to happen.

His release reads: - “I am 
constrained to speak at this point. I 
c rave  the  indulgence  o f  the 
President of  the Federal Republic of  
Nigeria, His Excellency General 
Muhammadu Buhari, to make this 
statement because I have had 
opportunity to keep him aware of  
what I know is happening and the 
danger looming ahead.

“On many occasions in the past, 
I have not hesitated to point out 
lacuna in the action of  the President 
and his government. But as far as the 
election issues are concerned, the 
President has proved beyond 
reasonable doubt that he will want to 
l eave  a  l egacy  o f  f ree,  fa i r, 
transparent and credible elections.

“Until last Saturday night, 
February 25, 2023, the good and 
noble plan and preparation for the 

elections seemed to be going well. 
For the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC), a lot 
of  money was spent to introduce 
Bimodal Voter Accreditation 
System (BVAS), and the Server for 
immediate transmission of  results 
from polling units. It is no secret that 
INEC officials, at operational level, 
have been allegedly compromised to 
make what should have worked not 
to work and to revert to manual 
transmission of  results which is 
manipulated and the resul ts 
doctored. The Chairman of  INEC 
may claim ignorance but he cannot 
fold his hands and do nothing when 
he knows that election process has 
been corrupted and most of  the 
results that are brought outside 
BVAS and Server are not true 
reflection of  the will of  Nigerians 
who have made their individual 
choice. At this stage, we do not need 
wittingly or unwittingly to set this 
country on fire with the greed, 
irresponsibility and unpatriotic act 
of  those who allegedly gave money 
to INEC officials for perversion and 
those who collected the blood 
money. Let me appeal to the 
Chairman of  INEC, if  his hands are 
clean, to save Nigeria from the 
looming danger and disaster which 
is just waiting to happen. If  the 
Chairman can postpone elections 
four days to the election, he can do 
everything to rectify the errors of  the 
last two days – no BVAS, no result to 
be acceptable; and no uploading 
through Server, no result to be 
acceptable.

“Whereas, BVAS and Servers 
have been manipulated or rendered 
inactive, such results must be 

declared void and inadmissible for 
election declaration. Chairman 
INEC, I have thought that you 
w o u l d  u s e  t h i s  w o n d e r f u l 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  m e n d  yo u r 
reputation and character for 
posterity.

“Your Excellency, President 
Buhari Muhammadu, tension is 
building up and please let all 
elections that do not pass the 
credibility and transparency test be 
cancelled and be brought back with 
areas  where  e lect ions  were 
disrupted for next Saturday, March 
4, 2023, and BVAS and Server 
officials be changed. To know 
which stations or polling units 
w e r e  m a n i p u l a t e d ,  l e t  a 
Committee of  INEC staff  and 
representatives of  the four major 
political parties with the Chairman 
of  Nigerian Bar Association look 
into what must be done to have 
hitch-free elections next Saturday. 
Mr. President, may your plan and 
hope for leaving a legacy of  free, 
fair, transparent and credible 
election be realised. Mr. President, 
please don't let anybody say to you 
that it does not matter or it is the 
problem of  INEC. On no account 
should you be seen as part of  the 
collusion or compromise. When 
the die is cast, it will be your 
problem as the Chief  Executive of  
the nation. The Chairman of  
INEC may sneak out of  the 
country or go back to his ivory 
tower. Your Excellency, thank you 
for hearing me out.

“Compatr io t  Niger ians, 
please exercise patience until the 
wrong is righted. I strongly believe 

that nobody will toy with the future 
and fortune of  Nigeria at this 
juncture.

“Long live Nigeria in peace, 
security, stability and in the hope 
for greater future.”

H o w e v e r,  T h e  Fe d e r a l 
Government has admonished 
for mer  Pres ident  Olusegun 
Obasanjo not to truncate the 2023 
general elections with his inciting, 
self-serving and provocative letter 
on the polls.

The admonition is contained 
in a statement issued on Monday 
in Abuja by the Minister of  
Information and Culture, Alhaji 
Lai Mohammed.

ohammed said what the 
former president cunningly framed 
as an 'appeal for caution and 
rectification was nothing but a 
calculated attempt to undermine 
the electoral process and a willful 
incitement to violence.

The minister expressed shock 
and disbelief  that  a former 
president could throw around 
unverified claims and amplify wild 
allegations picked up from the 
streets against the electoral 
process.

“Though masquerading as an 
unbiased and concerned elder 
statesman, former president 
Obasanjo is in reality a known 
partisan who is bent on thwarting, 
by subterfuge, the choice of  
millions of  Nigerian voters,'' he 
said.

Mohammed recalled that the 
former president, in his time, 
organised perhaps the worst 

elections since Nigeria's return to 
democratic rule in 1999.

According to the minister, 
Obasanjo is the least qualified to 
a d v i s e  a  p r e s i d e n t  w h o s e 
determined effort to leave a legacy 
o f  f r e e,  f a i r,  c r e d i b l e  a n d 
transparent elections is well 
acknowledged within and outside 
Nigeria.

“As the whole nation waits 
with bated breath for the result of  
last Saturday's national elections 
amid unnecessary tension created 
by professional complainants and 
political jesters, what is expected 
from a self -respecting elder 
statesman are words and actions 
that douse tension and serve as a 
soothing balm.

“Instead, former president 
Obasanjo used his unsolicited 
letter to insinuate, or perhaps wish 
for, an inconclusive elections and a 
descent into anarchy.

“He used his time to cast 
aspersion on electoral officials 
w h o  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  d e f e n d 
themselves, while surreptitiously 
seeking to dress his personal choice 
in the garb of  the people's choice. 
This is duplicitous,'' he said.

The minister reminded the 
former president that organising 
elections in Nigeria is not a mean 
feat.

He said the process was not a 
mean feat considering the fact that 
the voter population of  93,469,008 
in the country was 16,742,916 
more than the total number of  
registered voters, at 76,726,092, in 
14 West African nations put 
together.

Mohammed said that the 
process was not a mean feat 
considering the deployment of  
more than 1,265,227 electoral 
o f f i c i a l s ,  t h e  i n f u s i o n  o f  
t echnolog y  to  enhance  the 
electoral process and the logistical 
nightmare of  sending election 
materials across the vast country,

The minister said INEC was 
availing itself  creditably, going by 
the preliminary reports of  the 
ECOWAS Electoral Observation 
Mission and the Commonwealth 
Observer Group, among other 
groups that observed the elections.

“Therefore, those arrogating 
to themselves the power to cancel 
an election and unilaterally fix a 
date for a new one, ostensibly to 
ameliorate perceived electoral 
infractions, should please exercise 
restraint.

“They should al low the 
official electoral body to conclude 
its duty by announcing the results 
of  the 2023 national elections.

“After that, anyone who is 
a g g r i eve d  mu s t  f o l l ow  t h e 
stipulated legal process put in place 
to adjudicate electoral disputes, 
instead of  threatening fire and 
conjuring apocalypse,'' he said
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he Electoral Observation TMission of  the European 
Union,  on Monday, 

presented its early report of  its 
observations of  Nigeria's 2023 
general election at a press 
conference held at the Transcorp 
Hilton, Abuja.

Chief  Observer of  the 
Mission, Barry Andrews, in his 
address, disclosed that the 
mission had a total of  110 
observers, including 11 core 
team members, 14 long-term 
observers, and 96 short-term 
observers, including delegates of  
the European Parliament.

He further said the elections 
were marred by cases of  abuse of  
i n c u m b e n c y,  w i d e s p r e a d 
allegations of  vote buying, 
disinformation of  voters, and a 
lack of  planning in critical stages 
of  the electoral process.

His full report reads as 
follows:-

“On 25 February, Nigerians 
went to the polls in highly 
anticipated presidential and 
National Assembly elections 
that the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) 
kept on schedule despite a 
vo l a t i l e  a n d  c h a l l e n g i n g 
environment.

“Fundamental freedoms of  

assembly and movement were 
largely respected, yet the full 
enjoyment of  the latter was 
i m p e d e d  b y  i n s u f f i c i e n t 
planning, insecurity and the 
prevail ing Naira and fuel 
shortages.

Abuse of  incumbency by 
various political office holders 
distorted the playing field and 
t h e r e  w e r e  w i d e s p r e a d 
allegations of  vote buying. 
Media provided an extensive 
coverage of  the three leading 
c a m p a i g n s ,  w h i l e 
disinformation interfered with 
vo te r s '  r i gh t  to  make  an 
informed choice on election day. 
The EU EOM is continuing its 
observation of  the ongoing 
collation and tabulation of  
results throughout the country.

“ I N E C ' s  o p e r a t i o n a l 
capacity was hampered by the 
o n g o i n g  f u e l  a n d  N a i r a 
shortage. Insecurity prevented it 
from accessing some Local 
Government Areas (LGAs), 
notably in the South. Attacks on 
INEC premises, including just 
days before polling, hindered 
preparations in affected areas, 
while instilling fear in voters. 
Overall ,  stakeholders had 
expressed confidence in INEC's 
independence, professionalism, 
and voter information efforts, 

but this decreased ahead of  
elections.

“INEC lacked efficient 
planning and transparency 
during critical stages of  the 
electoral process, while on 
election day trust in INEC was 
seen to further reduce due to 
delayed polling processes and 
information gaps related to 
much anticipated access to 
results on its Results Viewing 
Portal (IReV).

“ I n  t h e  l e a d - u p  t o 
elections, the widely welcomed 
Electoral Act 2022 introduced 
measures aimed at building 
stakeholder trust, however 
leaving some important gaps in 
terms of  accountability and 
INEC's power to enforce the 
law. Weak points include a lack 
of  INEC empowerment to 
enforce sanctions for electoral 
offences and breaches of  
campaign  f inance  r u les. 
Positively, INEC benefited 
from more timely financing 
than for previous contests. 
Other new provisions also 
aimed to enhance transparency 
of  results.

“The introduction of  the 
Bimodal Voter Accreditation 
System (BVAS) and the IReV 
for the 2023 elections was 

perceived as an important step 
to ensure the integrity and 
c red ib i l i t y  o f  e l ec t ions. 
However, delayed training of  
t e c h n i c a l  p e r s o n n e l ,  a n 
inadequate  mock test ing 
exercise, and a lack of  public 
information on the election 
technologies  d iminished 
expectations and left room for 
speculation and uncertainty.

“During the early stages of  
collation, presidential result 
forms from polling units were 
not displayed on the IReV, 
while Senate and House of  
Representative results were 
slowly published. Presidential 
election result forms started to 
be uploaded after 10 pm on 
election day, raising concerns 
and reaching only 20 per cent 
by noon on 26 February. Later 
the same evening,  INEC 
explained the delay with 
“technical hitches.”

According to Mathew 
Page, an analyst, “INEC's 
c o m p l e x i t i e s  a n d 
idiosyncrasies make simple 
c h a r a c t e r i s a t i o n s  o f  i t s 
performance difficult. It is both 
a  g ua ra n to r  o f  c r ed ib l e 
elections and a mechanism 
used to undermine them. It is 
tasked with monitoring party 

primaries, campaign spending 
and electoral offences, but 
largely lacks the means to 
police them.

“It readily cancels dubious 
results in some elections while 
doggedly defending them in 
others. It works closely with 
r e s p e c t e d  c i v i l  s o c i e t y 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  b u t  a l s o 
f r equent ly  i gnores  the i r 
observations, bristles at their 
advice and readilv accredits 
election observers from fake 
pro- government NGOs. Its 
p res ident ia l ly -appoin ted 
leadership cadre includes some 
elections gurus but also some 
pliable, perhaps even partisan, 
figures.

“It has a larger staff  and 
bud ge t  tha n  m o s t  o the r 
government agencies yet it 
f r e q u e n t l y  e x p e r i e n c e s 
planning,  logist ical ,  and 
technical failures that make it 
eas ie r  fo r  po l i t i c ians  to 
influence election outcomes. It 
performed better in 2011 and 
2015 than it has before or since. 
Most concerningly, it still 
struggles with the basics 
despite two decades and tens of  
millions of  dollars' worth of  
international training, advice 
and assistance
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arrested 19 suspects who 
allegedly attacked a truck 
loaded with 50kg bags of  
Alhamsad Rice,  along 
Zaria Road. 

that on February 6 at 
a b o u t  9 . 2 0 p m ,  t h e 
complainant, Mr Leo 
Ijeoma, of  Ebitu Ukiwe 
S t r e e t  Ja b i ,  A b u j a , 
reported the matter at 
Life Camp Police Station. 

Nwafoaku alleged 
that the complainant 
received a call from the 
information technology 
officer of  the company 
located at Idu industrial 
yard, Abuja, that some of  
the CCTV cameras were 
missing.

He alleged that the 
defendant and one Lucky 
Isaac now at large, both 

that the woman was not a 
minor but an adult, adding 
that there was a colleague 
around before the test was 
conducted. 

He observed that the 
doctor sustained an injury 
before he was rescued from 
the policeman. 

He however noted that 
the accused person had been 
arrested and is presently 
detained by the police. 

He added, “It is terrible 
that this is happening to us. 
Our workload is much, 
coupled with all the social 
issues, including naira and 
fuel scarcity. 

“We come to work as 
early as 7am and go home 
late, and people we are 
trying to save are abusing 
and attacking doctors. 

“We have  used a l l 

occurred on Sunday at 
about 11.30am. 

 “A truck with plate 
number UGG 532 XA 
K a n o ,  l o a d e d  w i t h 
hundreds of  bags of  rice 
from Alhamsad Rice Mill, 
Sharada, Kano heading to 
Zaria, Kaduna State, has 
been attacked by hoodlums 
carting away substantial 

 Magistrate's Court 

As i t t ing  in  Yaba , 
Lagos State, has 

remanded two of  the four 
police inspectors initially 
arraigned and remanded by 
the court for allegedly killing 
a man, Buraimoh Gafaru, in 
the Ajah area of  the state. 

to the scene. 
Abdul lah i  sa id  19 

individuals were arrested 
and 29 bags of  50kg were 
recovered from them. 

He explained that the 
driver of  the truck and his 
assistants were rescued 
unhurt and the suspects are 
now in the custody of  the 
corps.

S a l a w u  w h y  t h e  t w o 
policemen were arraigned. 

 He said, “They were 
taken to the Ikeja provost and 
the two defendants, Ime and 
Edet, were found to have 
committed the offence while 
the other two, Ike and 
Obaseki, were subjected to 
further investigation. 

 “While the investigation 
was ongoing, we received an 
order to charge all of  them 
while the case file should be 
duplicated and sent to the 
DPP. 

“The police ordered to 
exonerate the two but the 
DPP said no, that we should 
charge all four.” 

The police prosecutor, 
Thomas Nurudeen, told the 
court that the defendants, 
Ime and Eff iong,  were 
charged with two counts of  
unlawful killing with arms. 

Nurudeen added that the 
offences contravened Section 
233 of  the Criminal Law of  
Lagos State, Nigeria, 2015. 

The charge read in part, 
“That you, Johnson Imeh 
a n d  E f f i o n g  E d e t ,  o n 
December 6, 2022, around 
1 0 p m  a t  a n  e s t a t e  i n , 
Sangotedo, Ajah, Lagos 
S t a t e ,  i n  t h e  L a g o s 
Magisterial District, did 
u n l aw f u l l y  k i l l e d  t h e 
deceased, one Buraimo 
Gafaru, by firing him with 
AK 47 rifle and thereby 
c o m m i t t e d  a n  o f f e n c e 
punishable under Section 
233 of  the Criminal Law of  
Lagos State, Nigeria, 2015.”

 T h e  p r o s e c u t o r 
r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e 
defendants be remanded in a 
custodial centre pending the 
DPP's advice. 

 Granting the request, 
the Magistrate, P. E Nwaka, 
ordered that the policemen 
be remanded in a custodial 
centre pending the DPP's 
advice. 

The case was adjourned 
till March 22, 2023. 

h e  K a n o  S t a t e TCommand of  the 
Nigeria Security 

and Civil Defence Corps 
said its operatives have 

h e  p o l i c e  o n TM o n d a y 
arraigned a 43-

year-old security guard, 
Kaza Samuel, in a Kado 
Grade 1 Area Court, 
Abuja ,  for  a l legedly 
conspiring and stealing 
CCTV cameras at his 
workplace. 

It was reported that 
t h e  p o l i c e  c h a r g e d 
S a m u e l  o f  N e w 
K u c h i g o r o  G a m e s 
Vi l lage,  Abuja,  with 
criminal conspiracy and 
theft. 

T h e  p r o s e c u t i o n 
c o u n s e l ,  S t a n l e y 
Nwafoaku, told the court 

embers of  the MN i g e r i a 
Association of  

Government Medical and 
Dental Practitioners at the 
General Hospital, Ilorin, 
K w a r a  S t a t e ,  h a v e 
commenced two days strike 
over an alleged assault on 
their colleague. 

It was reported that the 
state Chairman of  the 
N i g e r i a  M e d i c a l 
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  D r  O l a 
Ahmed, said the doctors 
were forced to down tools 
due to the frequent threat to 
their lives. 

“After an emergency 
congress, the doctors have 
unanimously agreed that no 
doctor will work in the 
hospital for 48 hours. We 
a r e  t i r e d  o f  b e i n g  a 
p u n c h i n g  b a g  b y  t h e 
public,” he said. 

Ahmed stated that a 
sergeant attached to the 
Po l i c e  M o b i l e  Fo r c e 
attacked and assaulted one 
of  the doctors at the general 
hospital.

He  ex p l a ine d  tha t 
around 5pm on Sunday, the 
doctor was assaulted at the 
Department of  Obstetrics 
and Gynaecology unit, by a 
police sergeant who brought 
his sick wife for treatment. 

“The doctor conducted 
the necessary test and she 
was later discharged. The 
s e r g e a n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  
returned to the hospital and 
attacked the doctor who 
examined his wife. 

“The sergeant alleged 
that the doctor did not seek 
h i s  c o n s e n t  b e f o r e 
examining his wife and that 
in his culture, it is a taboo,” 
he said.

Ahmed pointed out 

The command's Public 
Relations Officer, Ibrahim 
Abdullahi, disclosed this in 
a statement on Monday. 

He said the incident 

employed to watch over 
t h e  c a m e r a s  w e r e 
captured by another 
CCTV footage which 
showed them removing 
the cameras. 

Nwafoaku told the 
court that the values of  
the cameras were yet 
unknown, saying during 
the police investigation, 
the defendant could not 
g i v e  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y 
account of  his actions. 

T h e  p r o s e c u t i o n 
counsel said the offence 
contravened Sections 79 
and 289 of  the Penal 
Code Law.

n e c e s s a r y  m e a n s  t o 
enlighten the public through 
jingles, banners and talk 
shows on warning the 
p u b l i c  t o  d e s i s t  f r o m 
assaulting doctors. 

“ S i m i l a r  i n c i d e n t 
happened at the University 
of  Ilorin Teaching Hospital. 
If  people are ready to take 
the law into their hands, we 
will not allow our doctors to 
die.”

Ahmed explained that 
they were not blaming the 
state government in any 
w a y ,  b u t  m e r e l y 
safeguarding the lives of  
their members. 

R e a c t i n g  t o  t h e 
development, the Chief  
M e d i c a l  D i r e c t o r  o f  
General Hospital, Ilorin, Dr 
Bola  Abdulkadir,  sa id 
management was aware of  

the incident and was doing 
all it could to de-escalate the 
situation. 

A b d u l k a d i r  a l s o 
confirmed that the state 
government was aware of  
the attack and had been 
doing all it could to ensure 
the safety of  doctors. 

“We appeal to them 
that the management and 
the state government are 
doing everything possible to 
prevent a recurrence. 

“The consultants will 
continue to care for patients, 
so there will be skeletal 
s e r v i c e s  t h a t  w i l l  b e 
rendered,” he assured. 

The CMD commended 
the efforts and sacrifice of  
a l l  h e a l t h  wo r k e r s  i n 
ensuring they save the lives 
of  people in the hospital. 

50kg bags of  rice loaded on 
the trailer,” the statement 
read.

He added that while 
the incident was going on 
along Kano-Zaria Road, 
good Samaritans informed 
operatives of  the NSCDC 
K a n o  c o m m a n d  w h o 
swiftly mobilised personnel 

T h e  s u s p e c t s  a r e 
Johnson Ime and Edet 
Effiong. 

 The incident which 
happened on December 6, 
2 0 2 3 ,  a t  a n  e s t a t e  i n 
Sangotedo, Ajah, involved 
Ime,  Ef f iong,  Etederhi 
Obaseki and Harrison Ike, 
policemen attached to the 
Ajah Police Divis ional 
Headquarters. 

I t  was  r e por t ed  on 
January 30, 2023, that the 
four policemen, while on 
patrol on the day of  the 
incident, visited an estate in 
the area, where suspected 
hoodlums camped in the 
c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t h e 
hoodlums on sighting the 
cops, fled as one of  them was 
arrested.

 While trying to force the 
suspect into their van, the 
h o o d l u m s  r e p o r t e d l y 
regrouped to free their 
colleague, and in the process, 
Ime and Effiong were said to 
have fired shots at them and a 
stray bullet killed Gafaru. 

The deceased's sister, 
Folashade Ibrahim; and an 
e y e w i t n e s s ,  A d e b a y o 
Olatunji, reported to the 
police that a stray bullet had 
hit Gafaru while he was 
coming out of  Skymall 
Shopping Plaza, where he 
went to watch a football 
match that evening. 

O n  t h e  d ay  o f  t h e 
arraignment, one of  the two 
inspectors, Obaseki and Ike, 
who were alleged to be 
innocent, protested that they 
had been exonerated by the 
Divisional Police Officer and 
t h e  p o l i c e  p r o v o s t 
discipl inar y committee 
because they did not fire any 
shots during the attack but 
were being kept by the State 
Cr iminal  Inves t iga t ion 
Department.

 H o w e v e r ,  t h e 
Investigating Police Officer, 
SP Christopher Onyeisi, had 
explained to magistrate 
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addition to the £22m paid in 
compensation to Brighton to 
acquire his, and a five-man 
backroom team's, services 

ionel Messi hogged Lthe limelight in the 
F I F A  A w a r d s 

ceremony in Paris, winning 
the Best Men's Player of  The 
Year award to complete a 
historic 2022.

He led Argentina to 
FIFA World Cup 2022 glory 
last year in Qatar, defeating 
France in the final. With 
Argentina cruising to an 
e a s y  2 - 0  w i n ,  Ky l i a n 
Mbappe came to France's 
r e s c u e  a n d  s t a g e d  a 
comeback.

The Frenchman levelled 
proceedings  within 97 

Fulham are ready to 
offer an extended 
c o n t r a c t  t o 

experienced winger Willian, 
sources have told Football 
Insider.

The 34-year-old has 
been rejuvenated under 
Marco Silva this season, and 
the Portuguese manager is 
very keen to keep him at the 
club.

Willian's contract is 
currently set to expire at the 
e n d  o f  t h e  2 0 2 2 - 2 3 
campaign.

S o u r c e s  w i t h 
knowledge of  the former 
Arsenal star's situation have 
revealed that an extension of  
12 months is the most likely 
outcome.

It is believed that the 
winger feels very positive 
about his return to the 
P r e m i e r  L e a g u e  w i t h 
Fulham.

Willian currently earns 
a reported wage of  £40,000-
a-week at Craven Cottage.

The  for mer  Braz i l 
international has made 19 
appearances as a regular 
starter this term, registering 

G
raham Potter could 
receive a record 
p a y o u t  f o r  a 

managerial dismissal if  
Chelsea opt to sack the 47-
year-old. The currently 
Blues boss has struggled in 
west London since taking 
over from Thomas Tuchel in 
September.

The Blues lost their third 
game in succession last 
weekend, courtesy of  a 2-0 
defeat at the Tottenham 
Hotspur Stadium, extending 

u k e  S h a w  s a y s LManchester United 
have adopted a “no 

days off ” philosophy as the 
League Cup winners look to 
add to their first trophy in six 
years.

Erik ten Hag's side beat 
Newcastle 2-0 in the League 
C u p  f i n a l  o n  S u n d ay, 
signalling the club's return to 
prominence after a long 
p e r i o d  o f  
underachievement.

Shaw played a key role 
in the Wembley triumph, 
delivering the pin-point free-
kick that Casemiro headed 
home to put United in front.

But there has been little 
time for the United defender 
and his teammates to recover 
from their hard-fought win 
a n d  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t 
celebrations.

With an FA Cup fifth 
round tie against West Ham 
looming at Old Trafford on 
Wednesday, Ten Hag's men 
were back in training just 19 
hours after lifting the League 
Cup.

They flew from Luton 
back to Manchester, landing 
at 2330 GMT on Sunday, 
before training early on 
Monday afternoon at their 
Carrington base.

After enduring United's 
longest trophy drought for 40 
years, Shaw insisted the 
squad are happy to endure 
such a hect ic  schedule 
because they are relishing 
their long overdue success.

“Of  course the game is 
really big on Wednesday. It's 
a competition that we want 
to look to win. I think that's 
why we're in today. There's 
no days off,” Shaw said.

“There weren't really 
many celebrations last night, 
so I think full focus after that 
was just to make sure that we 
come in today and prepare 
for that game.

“Like I said, it 's  a 

unprecedented five-year deal 
at Stamford Bridge, worth 
about £60m.

Should Potter have his 
c o n t r a c t  p r e m a t u r e l y 
terminated, the potential 
£50m payout would be 
almost double that of  the 
highest sum paid during 
Ro m a n  A b r a m o v i c h ' s 
tenure, with £26.6m paid to 
Antonio Conte and his staff  
in 2018. However, chairman 
Todd Boehly remains intent 
o n  g iv i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t 
manager sufficient time to 

i ke l  Ar te ta  has Mr e v e a l e d  h e 
empathises with 

Graham Potter as he battles to 
save his job at Stamford Bridge 
– warning the Chelsea head 
coach not to let negativity 
“destroy his life”.

The Blues sit 10th in the 
Premier League after losing to 
Tottenham on Sunday and are 
now 26 points adrift of  Arteta's 
table-topping Arsenal.

Potter has won just nine of  
the 26 games he has managed 
across all competitions since 
replacing Thomas Tuchel in 
September.

The former Brighton boss 
revealed ahead of  the Spurs 
defeat that he and his children 
has received death threats.

Potter name-checked his 
A r s e n a l  c o u n t e r p a r t  o n 
Sunday, revealing he had 
w a t c h e d  t h e  A m a z o n 
documentary which was partly 
filmed during Arteta's lean run 
of  results.

“Two years into Mikel's 
reign he's close to getting the 
sack and people are wanting 
him out and it's a disaster,” he 
said.

“Now things have changed 
a little bit – and that's just the 
way it is.”

Arteta, whose Gunners 
currently top the table ahead of  
Wednesday's visit of  Everton, 
had a similar experience when 
things were not going so well 
earlier in his tenure.

W h i l e  t h e  S p a n i a r d 
rebuffed a question on whether 
he received death threats, 
replying: “I prefer not to talk 
about that,” he did admit he 
knows what Potter is going 
through.

 “Absolutely,” he replied 
when asked if  he had empathy 
for the under-fire Potter. “We 
are colleagues and we all know 
the pressure, the demands and 
the uncer tainty that this 
industry has.

“The fact is the ball has to 
go into the net and there are 
many factors that prevent that, 

back in September. That was 
also a world record fee, as 
Potter was released from his 
c o n t r a c t  t o  s i g n  a n 

seconds, scoring a penalty in 
the 80th-minute and then 
m a k i n g  i t  2 - 2  w i t h  a 
stunning volley in the 81st-
minute.

In extra-time, Argentina 
took a 3-2 lead in the 108th-
minute with Messi finding 
the back of  the net. But 
M b a p p e  o n c e  a g a i n 
equalised in the 118th-
minute to make it 3-3.

In the penalty shootout, 
g o a l k e e p e r  E m i l i a n o 
Martinez came out on top to 
deny Aurelien Tchouameni 
and Kingsley Coman as 
Argentina sealed a 4-2 

v i c t o r y .  F o r  h i s 
performances in the World 
Cup, Messi was adjudged as 
the best player, ending the 
tournament with seven 
goals and three assists in 
seven fixtures.

Meanwhile, Messi 's 
a r c h - r i v a l  C r i s t i a n o 
Ronaldo had a poor World 
Cup, and also saw his 
Manchester United contract 
get terminated due to a 
controversial interview. 
Since then, Ronaldo has 
joined Saudi Pro League 
club Al Nassr.

three goals and three assists.
Willian's revitalisation 

this season has come as a 
surprise after the wingers' 
miserable spell at Arsenal – 
where he managed just one 
goal in 37 appearances in the 
2020-21 campaign.

H i s  t i m e  a t  t h e 
Emirates Stadium came 
after a trophy-laden spell at 
Chelsea – where he scored 
63 goals in 339 appearances.

The winger helped the 
Stamford Bridge club to two 
Premier League titles, as 
well as Europa League, FA 
C u p  a n d  L e a g u e  C u p 
triumphs.

As well as Willian, 
Fulham stars Neeskens 
Kebano, Layvin Kurzawa 
and Shane Duffy are out of  
contract in June.

The Cottagers sit sixth 
in the Premier League – just 
s i x  p o i n t s  a d r i f t  o f  a 
Champions League place.

Silva's side face Leeds 
in the FA Cup on Tuesday 
( 2 8  Fe b r u a r y )  b e f o r e 
travelling to rivals Brentford 
in the Premier League next 
Monday (6 March).

their winless run to six. 
Second-half  goals from 
Oliver Skipp and Harry 
K a n e  c o n d e m n e d  t h e 
manager to a 10th defeat in 
his 26 matches in charge.

Now,  wi th  pressure 
intensifying on the Chelsea 
manager, the Mirror reports 
that Todd Boehly would 
have to pay the former 
Brighton boss £50million if  
he was to take the decision to 
sack him.

T h i s  w o u l d  b e  i n 

competition we want to stay 
involved in.”

After finishing a dismal 
sixth in the Premier League 
last season, United have been 
transformed by Ten Hag, 
with the potential for further 
silverware this season.

As well as their FA Cup 
tie, United face Real Betis in 
the Europa League last 16 in 
March and sit third in the 
Premier League.

Ten Hag and his players 
were joined in the Wembley 
dressing room celebrations 
by co-owner Avram Glazer 
and the club's legendary 
former boss Alex Ferguson.

Shaw wants more of  
that feeling, telling Sky 
Sports: “In the changing 
room and stuff  it was a nice 
feeling to get our first one all 
together.

“I think getting a little 
bit of  a taste of  that we want 
more and that's our aim for 
the rest of  the season.

“We all love working 
under the manager and we 
all believe in what he wants 
us  to  do.  We ' re  rea l ly 
enjoying our football at the 
moment, so hopefully that 
can continue.”

turn the club's fortunes 
around.

While the hierarchy 
appears willing to persist in 
t h e  P o t t e r  p r o j e c t , 
suppor ters '  pat ience is 
wearing thin. In the wake of  
Chelsea's latest defeat, 
thousands of  fans have 
signed a petition demanding 
t h e  h e a d  c o a c h  t o  b e 
removed, just a matter of  
days after Potter revealed 
how the job has taken its toll 
on his mental health.

that you cannot control so of  
course you empathise because 
you suffer and you know how it 
is when he is going through 
those moments.

“You can have difficulties 
in your job and challenges, 
which we do, especially when 
you lose, but when you are 
winning as well because this 
job is so demanding. But you 
cannot destroy your l i fe 
because of  that.

“And your family, your 
friends, your loved ones, the 
people around you, doesn't 
deserve to have their lives 
affected in such a negative way 
because you don't  win a 
football match.

“So that balance I think in 
my case was critical, but you 
need some help, someone to 
paint that picture in front of  
you because sometimes when 
you are in that position it is not 
easy to see.”

While Potter is attempting 
to turn things around in west 
London, their city rivals 
Arsenal can move five points 
clear at the summit if  they beat 
Everton on Wednesday.

A 1-0 victory at Leicester 
on Saturday kept them ahead 
of  Manchester  City but, 
despite another three points, 
c e n t r e - b a c k s  G a b r i e l 
Magalhaes and William Saliba 
seemed to be engaged in an 
angry exchange at full-time.

“I don't want robots,” 
Arteta said on the apparent 
spat. “I want players with 
feeling, with passion that 
makes demands of  each other 
but at the end they have that 
chemistry.

“Those two certainly have 
that chemistry on and off  the 
field and I love that, even when 
winning, they want to do 
better.

“ T h e y  a r e  a  h a p p y 
marriage! They love playing 
with each other, but they are 
really demanding with each 
o t h e r  –  w h i c h  i s  g o o d . 
Everything is fine.”

Chelsea to pay Potter £50m if Boehly makes sacking decision

Fulham to offer Willian
new contract 

'No days off' as Man Utd
eye more silverware

Arteta warns Chelsea
boss against depression
and 'negativity'

Why Ronaldo didn't vote at FIFA Awards 

Willian
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he Nigeria Labour TCongress (NLC), on 
Monday, accused the 

I n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i o n a l 
E l e c t o r a l  C o m m i s s i o n 
(INEC) of  conniving with 
s e c u r i t y  a g e n c i e s  t o 
compromise the Saturday's 
Presidential and National 
Assembly elections and 
s u b ve r t i n g  t h e  w i l l  o f  
Nigerians.

The organised labour 
also identified awful activities 
o f  s o m e  i n d i v i d u a l s 
associated with political 
p a r t i e s  i n  t h e  a l l e g e d 
conspiracy against the wishes 
of  majority of  Nigerians.

Citing election violence, 
intimidation of  voters, late 
arrival of  materials to polling 
u n i t s ,  b l o o d l e t t i n g s , 
harassment ,  ba l lo t  box 
s n a t c h i n g  a n d  w i l f u l 
des t r uct ion of  e lec t ion 
materials in the presence of  
members of  the security 
agencies and INEC officials, 
the NLC said such actions 
run contrary to the tenets and 
practice of  democracy which 
must be investigated to 
reassure the people.

In a press release signed 
by the National President, 
Comrade Joe Ajaero, with the 
t i t l e :  I S  I N E C 
SUBVERTING NIGERIA? 
Reads:-

“We have had recourse 
to alert Nigerians earlier 
yesterday of  our observations 
and reports that reached us 
from across the nation on the 
shoddy handling by the 
I n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i o n a l 
E l e c t o r a l  C o m m i s s i o n 
( I N E C )  o f  t h e i r  e a r l y 
Election Day activities. We 
talked of  the dangers it posed 
to the entire process and its 
outcomes if  nothing was 
done timely and wondered 
why that should be so given 
the huge resources invested in 
the Commission towards this 
Election. We called for urgent 

action by the Commission 
a n d  k e y  n a t i o n a l 
Stakeholders to ensure that 
we have free, fair and credible 
elections.

“Unfor tunately,  the 
situation rather than getting 
better got worse as the day 
went on with heart wrenching 
reports from across the nation 
o f  v i l e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  
individuals associated with 
some Par t ies  and ut ter 
collusion of  INEC officials 
and Security agencies to 
compromise the Election and 
subvert the will of  the people.

“Using  o f  thugs  in 
Rivers state and in Lagos to 
me te  ou t  v io l ence  and 
intimidate voters in these 
states run counter to the 
t e n e t s  a n d  p r a c t i c e  o f  
Democracy. The case of  the 
now dishonourable member 
of  the federal house of  
representatives from Rivers 
state captured on tape calling 
for the killing of  certain 
people is not only abhorrent 
but is a recipe for further 
violence in our Polity. The 
threats as captured of  Mc 
Oluomo of  the Parks and 
Gardens in Lagos state 
warning certain voters to stay 
away from the Polling centres 
across the state violates 
decency and negates the 
principle of  democratic 
engagement.

“The b loodle t t ings, 
harassment ,  Bal lot  box 
s n a t c h i n g  a n d  w i l f u l 
des t r uct ion of  e lec t ion 
materials especially in these 
two  s t a t e s  eve n  in  the 
presence of  members of  the 
Security agencies and INEC 
officials cannot be interpreted 
any other way except that of  
collusion. It calls for urgent 
investigation and action to 
reassure the people of  their 
safety as the election runs its 
course.

“The inability of  INEC 
to prevent the recurrence in 

o f  t h e  L a w  a n d  i t s 
Guidelines. The deliberate 
frustration of  the BVAS 
remains unacceptable and 
any result outside of  what is 
transmitted or contained in it 
is not acceptable to Nigerians.

“ N L C  c a l l s  o n  a l l 
Nigerian workers and citizens 
to be at alert to protect our 
nation from the hands of  
those who have foisted the 
current suffering on us and 
now clearly wants to subvert 
o u r  c o l l e c t i v e  w i l l  a s 
expressed in this election 
c y c l e .  I t  i s  o u r  c i v i c 
responsibility to protect 
democracy and indeed our 
nation.

“We call on the Military 
and the Police to ensure the 
sanctity of  the Ballot and 
protect  the l ives of  the 
citizenry who they swore to 
protect with their arms. This 
is not only their constitutional 
duties bot also their moral 
obligations. We call on them 
to live up to this challenge and 
p r o t e c t  t h e  p r o c e s s  a s 
enshrined in our statutes.

“It is on this note that we 
call on the President of  the 
Fe d e r a l  Re p u b l i c ,  H i s 
Exce l lency  Muhammed 
Buhari to rise to the occasion 
and call the electoral umpire 
( I N E C )  t o  o r d e r.  T h e 
President ought to seize the 
redemptive power in this 
situation and demand that 
INEC returns to the Rule 
book for election conduct. It 
is only by doing this that he 
will reassure Nigerians of  his 
innocence in this unfolding 
drama.

“A  n a t i o n  a t  t h e 
precipice like ours cannot be 
stoking fires in its house filled 
with dry straws. INEC should 
not be the one that will strike 
the match. Our worry is that 
when a peoples will are 
subverted, they may be forced 
to take laws into their hands 
and the stage seem to have 
b e e n  s e t  f o r  s u c h 

this election of  the ills of  past 
elections speaks volume of  its 
i l l -preparedness for this 
e l e c t i o n  a s  c a n  b e 
demonstrated in the late 
arrivals of  critical election 
materials to the Polling Units 
and the almost deliberate 
tampering of  the BVAS in 
many Polling Units including 
the outright refusal of  its 
operatives to upload results 
from the BVAS to the INEC 
Servers in total violation of  
the Rule of  the election and 
I N E C ' s  o w n  e l e c t i o n 
guidelines.

“We are also alarmed of  
the activities of  the Lagos 
s tate  Resident  Elect ion 
Commissioner (REC) who 
may never have hidden his 
inclinations and dispositions 
to compromise this election 
in Lagos state before now and 
w h o  f r o m  i n f o r m a t i o n 
rece ived  may cur rent ly 
presiding over the cooking of  
election results contrary to 
the choice of  voters at the 
various Polling units across 
the state. If  this is true, that 
may explain why Polling Unit 
officers were reluctant to 
transmit the BVAS reports for 
the Presidential elections to 
the official INEC Servers.

“This is  completely 
unacceptable and we want 
INEC to ensure that any 
cooked result from any REC 
is not only rejected but the 
offenders be made to face the 
full weight of  the Law.

“INEC must understand 
that not uploading the results 
to its Server expeditiously as 
expected creates avoidable 
crisis of  confidence and 
imperils the entire process. 
We continue to express our 
deep concer ns over  the 
apparent manipulation of  
results in Lagos and Rivers 
states and demand that the 
real results as captured by the 
BVAS be uploaded without 
fail.

conflagration and all hands 
should be on deck to avert it. 
INEC may be doing more 
harm than SARS to our 
people if  it continues on this 
present trajectory.

“Once again, we warn 
that only an outcome that is 
adjudged by the people to be a 
ful l  expression of  their 
sovereign will can guarantee 
acceptance and peace. We 
must therefore in pursuit of  
these ensure that INEC stops 
this collusion and subversion 
across the country to deliver 
fair, credible and acceptable 
outcomes for this election.

“We warn INEC and 
others not to allow this 
election to degenerate into a 
national security crisis. This 
is avoidable and it is only by 
allowing the sovereign will 
prevail that we can guarantee 
national peace. The belief  
that it is going to be business 
a s  u s u a l  s h o u l d  b e 
discountenanced as  the 
tension since after the casting 
of  votes should be enough 
signal to anybody planning a 
heist of  the vote. It is crucial 
that INEC samples the pulse 
of  the people out there before 
embarking on any action. We 
will surely not keep quiet!

“Nigerian citizens have 
spoken through their votes 
y e s t e r d a y.  I N E C  i s  a 
repository of  their voices and 
conscience. It must give it free 
r e i g n  a n d  e x p r e s s i o n ! 
Suppressing it will amount to 
subversion! Subverting it 
poses a serious danger not 
only to our democracy but to 
our nation! The next call 
belongs to INEC and we 
await its action. It is either it 
sabotages our people and 
betrays the nation or it stands 
with the people! Anything 
short of  announcing the 
result that reflects the true 
will of  the people subverts the 
nation and will be resisted by 
the people.

“We feel embarrassed on 
the explanation of  INEC that 
materials arrived late in some 
areas because of  the distance 
between the localities and the 
storage centres. We know that 
Polling Units located very 
close to such centres were 
also heavily affected by 
I N E C ' s  t a r d i n e s s  a n d 
apparent refusal to make 
them available as required.

We demand that INEC 
investigates the activities of  
one of  its officials in the ICT 
department who may have 
b e e n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r 
technically jamming the 
airwaves making it difficult 
for  BVAS resul t s  to  be 
transmitted to the Servers. He 
was a former Commissioner 
in Lagos State and his name is 
Femi Odubuyi.

“It is important to restate 
that the beauty of  democracy 
i s  i n  i t s  p a r t i c i p a t o r y 
transparency which builds a 
belief  amongst the people 
thus deepens the trust and 
confidence of  the citizenry in 
its outcomes. When actions 
that negate these principles 
are allowed to fester then, this 
bond that keeps the people 
cohering is broken and may 
lead to social anomie.

“A country like ours 
must deliberately build and 
cultivate these fine tenets so 
that all the tears and wears 
may be repaired encouraging 
national healing. What we 
therefore  see  may be a 
c o n s c i o u s  a t t e m p t  t o 
undermine our nation and 
unleash further social crisis 
on a nation that is already 
tottering and at the verge of  
implosion.

T h e  N L C  f e e l s 
compelled to warn INEC and 
the Security agencies of  the 
dangers of  subverting the 
sovereign will. They are the 
umpire in this election and 
must be seen as above board 
and acting within the ambits 

Controversy

NLC warns against subverting the will
of Nigerians
…Threatens to reject election result outcome

Policeman assaults doctor
for examining wife without
consent 
Security guard steals firm's
CCTV cameras 


