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Igbo elders are working for 
Nnamdi Kanu’s freedom
- Iwuanyanwu 
By Ikenna Orioha

C
hairman, Elders 
Council, Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo, Chief  Dr. 

Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu, 
says Igbo elders are working 
for Mazi Nnamdi Kanu’s 
freedom from the DSS cell.

Speaking to journalists at 
his Orji Glass House resi-
dence on Thursday, Iwuan-
yanwu said the elders would 
not rest on their oars until 
the Supreme Leader of  the 
Indigenous People of  Biafra 
(IPOB) is released even un-
conditionally by the Federal 
Government of  Nigeria.

According to Iwuanyan-
wu, “I, on behalf  of  the el-
ders, assure the youth that 
nobody will victimize them 

for participating at the sum-
mit. 

“Already, the Elders Coun-
cil of  Ohanaeze Ndigbo, has 
been working tirelessly to 
ensure the unconditional re-
lease of  Mazi Nnamdi Kanu. 
We will not rest on our oars 
until he gets his freedom. 

“At the Peace Summit, 
Mazi Nnamdi Kanu and 
some of  his supporters in-
cluding Mazi Simon Ekpa, 
will be expected to attend in 
person or send a representa-
tive.

“ We need absolute peace 
in South East which is what 
we are known for”.

 While calling for a peace-
ful and free poll in the South 
East, Iwuanyanwu urged the 
agitating groups to sheath 

their sword and embrace 
dialogue with relevant Igbo 
groups like the Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo and South East Gov-
ernors Forum for peace to 
reign supreme in the region 
especially during the general 
elections.

Iwuanyanwu regretted the 
killing of  innocent people, 
arson, destruction of  indi-
vidual’s and public proper-
ties by some faceless groups 
in South East, stating that 
such ugly situation causes 
peril, pain, agony,  suffer -
ing, retards social, econom-
ic advancement which he 
frowned adversely affect the 
entire people of  Igbo.

“As father of  youths in 
Igbo land, as the Ahaejiag-
amba Ndigbo, as the Grand 

Attack on Anambra police Station: 
Six gunmen neutralised, 
2 AK47 rifles recovered 

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
nother gallant feat 
have been achieved 
by the operatives of  

Anambra state police person-
nel after successfully repelling 
attack, killing six unknown 
gunmen and removing two 
47AK47 rifles from them. 

The event which took place 
on the early wee hours of  
4am on Sunday had Nigerian 
police officers exchange fire 
with the unknown gunmen, 
while the officers also recov-
ered one Toyota Sienna vehi-
cle with Reg No Abuja ABC 
848 EQ, charms and other 
incriminating items, News 
Echo reports.

Confirming the report, 
Puplic Relations Officer, 
Anambra State Police Com-
mand, DSP Ikenga Tochuk-
wu, in a statement made 
available to News Echo on 
sunday 19th Feb said “Police 
Operatives attached to 3 3 Po-
lice Divisional Headquarters, 
Nkwelle-Ezunaka, Oyi LGA 
today 19/2/2023 by 5:58 am, 
foiled an attack by IPOB/
ESN Insurgents on the po-
lice facility, neutralized six of  
the Insurgents, recovers two 
Ak47 rifles, one Toyota Sien-
na vehicle with Reg No Abu-

ja ABC 848 EQ, charms and 
other incriminating items”.

“The outlawed IPOB/
ESN Insurgents came in their 
numbers with two SUV vehi-
cles and one Toyota Sienna, 
armed with guns, IEDs and 
petrol bombs, started shoot-
ing indiscriminately to gain 
entrance to the station and 
were fiercely engaged and re-
sisted by the Divisional Police 
Officer and his men in a long 
gun battle before the prompt 
reinforcement team, made 
up of  the Military and PMF 
Operatives arrived the scene”.

“During the gun duel, un-
fortunately, one police oper-
ative attached to the station 
was fatally wounded and an 
office in the facility was par-
tially affected by the petrol 
bomb the Insurgents threw 
inside the station. 

Also, one patrol vehicle 
parked in front of  the station 
was set ablaze by the gun-
men”. “While some of  the 
insurgents escaped with gun 
shots injuries, the situation is 
under control and the inci-
dent is still being assessed. 

Joint operations are still 
ongoing to track down the 
fleeing insurgents and further 
development shall be com-
municated”.

... As one police officer injured,
patrol van burnt

Naira scarcity: Mourners begin use of PoS
for burial ceremonies, rejects old notes
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

S
carcity of  new naira 
notes has began to take 
another shape in An-

ambra state as a bereaved 

family provided POS ma-
chine for transaction and 
payment of  condolence 
money by sympathisers.

The incident happened 
over the weekend at Isuofia, 
Aguata Local Government 
Area of  Anambra State, 
which is the hometown of  
the State Governor, Prof. 
Chukwuma Soludo.

According to a video cur-
rently trending online, the 
digital burial was organised 
by the Orafu family.

Aside the POS machine 
provided by the mourners, 
the video also shows an ac-
count number where those 
who want to make transfer 
can send their condolence 
token.

masculine voice which 
was heard over that ac-
companies the video also 
announced that the family 
would not accept old naira 

notes from any sympathis-
er, while also informing that 
naira scarcity won’t be an ex-
cuse for one not to pay con-
dolence visit to the family, 
as alternative means of  pay-
ment have been provided.

Recall that the introduc-
tion of  new naira notes and 
outlawing of  some old ones 
by the Central Bank of  Ni-
geria has led to scarcity of  
naira notes in the country, 
as the acceptable notes (the 
legal tenders) are in short 
supply and scarcely available 
to the people.

The situation has not only 
generated a chain of  actions 
and reactions in different 
parts of  the country, but has 
also compelled people to 
start making cashless trans-
actions and exploring other 
means of  payment, which 
were hitherto underused in 
the country.

Gunmen invades APC rally, kills one, injure 
others, set two Cars ablaze in Ebonyi
By David Eze,
Abakaliki

O
ne person has been 
reportedly killed and 
many injured when 

gunmen invaded the cam-
paign venue of  the All Pro-
gressive Congress, APC in 
Ebonyi. The wife of  a jour-
nalist in the State narrowly es-
caped death during the attack 
as the gunmen shot at them.

The incident occurred at 
Ezzagu Ward 1 in Isielu lo-
cal government area which 
the Ebonyi Central senatorial 
candidate of  the party, Ken 
Eze visited for campaign.

An indigene of  the area, 
Mr Benjamin Nworie, whose 
wife escaped death during the 
attack, narrated how the gun-
men stormed the campaign 
ground and opened fire on 
party faithful.

He said the campaign end-
ed successful but while the 
supporters were waiting to 
depart to their various desti-
nations, the gunmen invaded 
the venue and started shoot-
ing sporadically.

 “It was around 5:30pm on 
Saturday, February that I re-
ceived a distressed call from 
my wife, Eunice, which she 
was in trouble. Her emotions 

were high and palpitating pro-
fusely.

 “She narrated to me that 
she was calling me from a 
bush where she scampered for 
safety, which I sent a rescue 
team from my nearby village. 
She was unhurt,” he said. 

Nworie, who is the Vice 
Chairman of  Nigerian Union 
of  Journalist (NUJ) Ebonyi 
chapter, narrated  that the 
wife was conveyed to the ven-
ue by the National president 
of  Ogboji General Assem-
bly, John Anyalagu; his wife 
and younger brother, Emeka 
Nwusulor.

 “Unfortunately, why they 

Patron of  virtually all youth 
organizations in Igbo land 
and as somebody who has 
valiantly served Igbo in time 
of  war, I humbly appeal to 
all concerned to sheath their 
sword and accept a cease fire 
in order to allow elections to 
take place in South East de-
void of  any bloodshed”, he 
posited. 

He added that “after the 
elections, we will organize a 
Peace Summit which would 
give Igbo the opportunity to 
come in person or through 
a representative to air their 
grievances so that we can col-
lectively find a solution and 
work together to create a new 
Igbo land built on a founda-
tion of  peace, love, prosperity 
and progress”.

Group reaffirms support for Obi, urges electorate to 
vote wisely
By Ikenna Orioha

A 
Non partisan group, 
The Imo Forum 
(TIF), has reaffirmed 

support for Peter Obi even as 
it appealed to eligible voters 
to vote wisely, saying it has 
been fully mobilizing elec-
torate, as well as supports 
the Labour Party presidential 
candidate financially to ena-
ble him emerge victorious in 
the February 25th presiden-
tial election.

The forum which wel-
comed the Labour Party 
presidential candidate, Peter 
Obi and his amiable wife, 
Margaret Obi, in Owerri, re-
spectively, last week, through 
its founder and financier, 
Chief  Ken Onuoma, noted 
that TIF had put in place a 

lot of  energy and resources 
humanly and materially in 
canvassing votes for the LP 
presidential candidate in all 
spheres of  Imo State.

Onuoma assured that TIF 
will continue to partner with 
Labour Party and other rel-
evant groups to ensure that 
Peter Obi wins the poll to 
be able to liberate the people 
and recover Nigeria which he 
regretted is going down the 
drain given to mal adminis-
tration, greed, corruption, 
wickedness, incompetence, 
racial hatred, social discrim-
ination and political margin-
alization.

In her submission, Pub-
lic Relations Officer of  TIF, 
Amb. Steven Happiness 
Odochi, hinted that TIF is 
partnering with LP, as well 

as being at the centre of  mo-
bilization for the presidential 
rally, adding that the forum 
organized 27 buses from the 
various LGAs to convey im-
olites and supporters of  Obi-
Datti to Alaba Market, Ogbo-
sisi, Chillys Event Centre for 
the town hall meeting. 

Odochi said the president 
of  TIF is a man with a golden 
heart whose major interest is 
to contribute his quota in ush-
ering a president who cares 
for the citizens.

In his words, Chairman, 
Presidential Campaign 
Council Strategic Team and 
Deputy National President of  
TIF,  Barr. Kingsley Ononuju, 
while welcoming Imolites to 
the town hall meeting which 
was held at Landmark Event 
Centre, said Peter Obi is go-

were standing by the roadside 
for John to drive out his car 
for them to return back to Ab-
akaliki, the hoodlums invaded 
and killed Emeka who was 
standing-by,” he said. 

The hoodlums, Nworie nar-
rated, also burnt a Hiace Bus 
and one ash-coloured Vehicle 
before zooming off.

ing to be the next President of  
Nigeria.

Ononuju reiterated the 
commitment of  the group in 
making the presidential as-
piration of  the LP candidate 
fruition, urging Imo elector-
ate to vote wisely and largely 
for Peter Obi and Datti Yusuf.

Contributing, TIF Woman 
Leader Hon. Mrs Chinyere 
Uzoma and the Secretary, 
Lady Chinwe Onyimma, said 
TIF hired buses that brought 
in women, youths and men 
from across the 27 LGAs of  
the state to the presidential 
rally, hinting that 99% of  Imo 
women with PVCs are fully 
ready to vote for Peter Obi, 
Datti Yusuf  and other Labour 
Party candidates, saying TIF 
members are apostles of  good 
governance.
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Middle: Dr Chuma Harris, Converner, Anambra Media Summit 2023, among 
guest speakers during the event.

Ebonyi APGA condemns another attack
on guber candidate, Prof. Odoh
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he All Progressives 
Grand Alliance, 
APGA, Ebonyi State 

Chapter has condemned the 
serial attacks on its Guberna-
torial candidate in the state, 
Prof. Bernard Ifeanyi Odoh. 

The latest attack on Odoh’s 
convoy at Okposi in the 
Ohaozara Local Govern-
ment Area of  Ebonyi State 
was the third in the series of 
attacks on the APGA guber 
candidate in the state. 

The Party in a statement 
by the Publicity Secretary 
oHon. Chibuike Nwanchor 
and made available to news-
men in Abakaliki, alleged 
that the attack was master-
minded by the state chapter 
of  the All Progressives Con-
gress (APC).

The statement called on 
the Inspector-General of  Po-
lice, the Ebonyi State Com-
missioner of  Police and oth-
er security agencies in the 
state, to immediately inves-
tigate the incident and arrest 
the perpetrators. 

The Party urged the con-
cerned authorities to call the 
Ebonyi State APC to order 
to avoid further breakdown 
of  law and order, adding that 
election must not be won by 
violence. 

According to the state-
ment, “there were clear 
evidence of  the incident as 
their Sienna buses which 
were branded with the APC 
Governorship Candidate, 
Hon. Francis Nwifuru were 
captured by our cameras, 
with video clips of  the ugly 
incident.” It also called on 
the people of  the state to be 

wary of  possible plot by the 
APC and the Ebonyi State 
Government, to throw the 
state into chaos, alleging that 
the rulling party was already 
“jittery over possible defeat 
in the forthcoming election.”

The statement further stat-
ed: “We wish to call Ebonyi 
APC to order as the party 
has become jittery over their 
impending loss in the forth-
coming elections and has de-
cided to use the instrument 
of  violence to truncate the 
elections. 

“It has not been up to two 
weeks after they ambushed 
Prof. Odoh, fired bullets to 
kill him but succeeded in 
killing his driver and one 
other security personnel at-
tached to him while others 
sustained various degrees of 
injuries.”

Nwajiuba loses bid to sack APC’s 
presidential candidate

A
s Appeal Court Dis-
misses Suit against 
Tinubu’s Candidacy

The Court of  Appeal in 
Abuja has dismissed a suit by 
a group linked with a former 
Minister of  State for Educa-
tion, Chukwuemeka Nwa-
jiuba, seeking to nullify the 
nomination of  Bola Tinubu 
as the presidential candidate 
of  the All Progressives Con-
gress (APC).

 In a judgement, a three-
man panel of  the court, held 
that the appeal by the Incor-
porated trustees of  Rights for 
All International (RAI) was 
incompetent.

The group had jointly filed 
the suit with Nwajiuba be-
fore the Federal High Court 
in Abuja, which the court, 

in a judgment dismissed and 
outlawed the group.

But on appeal, the group 
excluded Nwajiuba from the 
case, a decision the Court of  
Appeal found to be unlawful.

The Court of  Appeal, in its 
upheld the objection by the 
APC and other respondents, 
that the suit by the appellant, 
filed at the trial court – the 
Federal High Court, Abuja – 
was not a pre-election matter 
because the plaintiffs could 
not be said to be a person 
covered by Section 285(14) a, 
b. c of  the 1999 Constitution 
being an NGO.

The appellate court held 
that the removal of  Nwaji-
uba who was a party in the 
case at the lower court meant 
the judgment of  the lower 

.

Umahi disbands Ebubeagu, forms 2 
new vigilante outfits
By David Eze Abakaliki,
Awka

G
overnor David 
Umahi of  Ebonyi 
State has announced 

the suspension of  Ebubeagu 
South-East Security Outfit 
and setting up of  two new 
vigilante outfits to replace it. 
The two new outfits are Eb-
onyi State Neighbourhood 
Watch and Ebonyi State 
Vigilante Corps.

This followed the passage 
of  a new law setting up the 
two outfits by the State 
House of  Assembly and 
signing of  same into law by 
the Governor. The governor 
said the decision is in obedi-
ence to the High Court rul-
ing which ordered the dis-
bandment of  Ebubeagu in 
the State. Umahi stated this 
during an expanded State 

Security Council meeting 
in Abakaliki, capital of  the 
state.

 “I have directed that 
Ebubeagu will not function 
in the State until the stay of  
Execution is granted and 
appeal is entered, this is in 
obedience to the rule of  law 
and respect for our Judiciary 
which I have great respect 
for, whether the judgment 
is good for our people or 
bad, it is the judgment of  the 
Court,” Umahi informed 
the council. He however 
noted that another Court of  
coordinate jurisdiction had 
earlier passed a judgment 
restraining anybody from 
disbanding Ebubeagu.

 “What it means is that I 
have two judgments on the 
same subject and I could 
choose the one to obey if  I 
were not a lover of  the Judi-

ciary, however, I have decid-
ed to obey the later judgment 
that says that Ebubeagu 
should not function, so for 
now, Ebubeagu should not 
function while we process 
the stay of  Execution and 
appeal entered at Enugu,” 
he said. Mr Umahi noted 
that Neighbourhood Watch 
will rely on the law passed 
since 2015 while the Vigilan-
te Corps will rely on the new 
law passed by the House re-
cently.

 “Another vigilante that 
has come into effect is the 
Ebonyi State Vigilante Corps 
and this will also function in 
the State and I am hereby 
inaugurating these new out-
fits officially today and by 
the laws of  the State they 
are empowered to function,” 
he said. The governor noted 
that over 30 personnel of  

Ebubeagu have been killed 
in the past one year while 23 
of  the personnel are facing 
prosecution for various in-
fringements of  the law.

He warned that disband-
ment of  the vigilante ser-
vices could have dire conse-
quences for the state as it has 
the lowest number of  police 
personnel among the states 
of  the federation.

 “For those who would 
like to care, they must know 
that Ebubeagu was not 
formed from outside our so-
ciety, there are also infringe-
ments from other citizens 
of  Nigeria, other security 
Agencies and such are being 

Umahi charges S/East  to disregard 
call for disruption of elections
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

G
overnor David 
Umahi of  Ebonyi 
state has called on 

people and Stakeholders of  
the South East to speak up 
against the calls for disrup-
tion of  the forthcoming gen-
eral elections in the Zone. 
Umahi who is also the Chair-
man South East Governors 
Forum, made the call during 
a Church Service to mark the 
end of  a weeklong fasting 
and praying for peaceful elec-
tions held at the Christian Ec-
umenical Centre, Abakaliki, 
Sunday.

He appealed to the people 
especially the Youths not to 
engage in acts that would 
further threaten the fragile 
peace in the Zone going into 
the elections. “My pleading 
to the people of  the South 
East is to talk to their Chil-
dren; the election must hold 
and hold peacefully in Jesus 

name, amen.”
The Governor enjoined 

people of  the State and South 
East to intensify prayers to 
ensure peaceful and credible 
general elections. “We have 
every reason to thank God 
in all honesty and sincerity, 
every Ebonyi man has every 
reason to thank God for what 
he has done for us in Ebonyi 
State.” The Nation Nigeria 
is waiting for this Nazareth 
called Ebonyi.” The Gover-
nor also announced the com-
mencement of  distribution 
of  various categories of  pal-
liatives to people of  the State 
as a way to mitigate their suf-
ferings amidst the difficulties 
associated with the cash swap 
in Nigeria.

He directed security Agen-
cies to arrest POS operators 
who charge exorbitantly for 
their services to the people 
in order to checkmate hu-
man-induced hardship on 
the people. Governor Uma-
hi also charged the people 

addressed.” 
“Ebubeagu matter is not 

an exception but what is very 
important to note is that the 
Governor of  Ebonyi State or 
any of  my officials will never 
direct any of  the personnel 
of  Ebubeagu or any of  the 
new outfits to go and disrupt 
the lawful activities of  any 
of  the political parties or the 
right of  any individual,” the 
governor said.

The governor condemned 
those who protested against 
the disbandment of  the se-
curity outfit in front of  the 
court in Abakaliki. 

“I condemn the protest ve-
hemently and I have directed 

the Commissioner of  Police 
to ensure that anyone who 
tries that again will be arrest-
ed, even though people have 
the right to peaceful protest 
but because of  the respect I 
have for the Judiciary, they 
must not go to do such pro-
test at the gate of  the Judici-
ary and in fact they should 
not attempt to do that”

“The judgment of  the 
Court remains the judgment 
of  the Court and this is the 
Court of  first instance, we 
still have the appeal Court 
and we still have the Su-
preme Court to be used to 
address any envisaged injus-
tice,” he added.

court was not appealed.
The court noted that the 

appeal was an attempt by the 
group, to revive itself  having 
earlier been dissolved by the 
judgment of  the trial court.

At the trial court, RAI and 
Nwajiuba had in their suit 
sought among others, to void 
the primaries that produced 
Bola Tinubu and Atiku 
Abubakar as candidates of  
the APC and Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP) for the 
next presidential election.

They claimed that both 
parties’ primaries were 
marked by corrupt prac-
tices and prayed the court 
to replace Tinubu with the 
ex-Minister, who said he par-
ticipated in APC’s primary 
and scored one vote.

to reason above clannishness 
and ethnic sentiments in their 
choice of  Candidates going 
into the general elections in 
order to reengineer the Coun-
try. “I have done the will of  
God by standing on the foot-
ing of  justice, equity and fair-
ness, I have nothing to fear.

“There is no way clannish-
ness can help us to grow, listen 
to God, do his will otherwise 
God will take that leadership 
from you.  “He that hates his 
brother is a murderer and 
no murderer will inherit the 
kingdom of  God”. Earlier 
in a sermon, the Chairman 
of  the Christian Associa-
tion of  Nigeria, CAN, South 
East Zone, Reverend Father 
Abraham Nwali admonished 
the political class to play the 
game of  politics with human 
face in order not to further 
threaten the peace of  the Na-
tion. “We are limited because 
no one knows the political sit-
uation of  tomorrow because 
the system is slippery.” The 
insecurity has gone beyond 
our expectation, it is beyond 
man, no one has respect for 
God, neither has anyone re-
spect and love for man. 
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resident Azali Assoumani of the PUnion of Comoros has taken over the 
rotating Chairperson of the African 

Union (AU) for 2023 during the 36th 
Ordinary Session of the Assembly of the 
Union held February 18 at the AU 
headquarters in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

According to reports, Azali Assoumani 
was elected by the Heads of State and 
Government of the African Union as the 
new Chairperson of the African Union for 
the year 2023 during the official opening of 
the Ordinary Session of the Assembly of the 
Union.

In the ceremony, President Azali of 
Comoros took over the baton of command 
from Macky Sall, President of the Republic 
of Senegal, who has concluded his one-year 
term as the Chairperson of the African 
Union for the year 2022. 

The symbolic ceremony took place in the 
presence of the Chairperson of the AU 
Commission, Moussa Faki Mahamat, the 
Deputy Chairperson of  the AUC, Dr. 
Monique Nsanzabaganwa, Secretary 
General of  the United Nations (UN), 
representatives of the Regional Economic 
Commission, dignitaries and invited guests 
as well as the AU staff.

The composition of the new bureau of 
the Assembly of the Heads of State and 
Government of the African Union for 2023 
as presented by the Dean of the Permanent 
Representative Committee (PRC) as 
follows: 

Chairperson of the African Union (AU) – 
Azali Assoumani Union of Comoros (East 
African region); First Vice Chair of the 
Union – (Northern Region), consultations 
are still ongoing; Second Vice Chair of the 
Union – Republic of Botswana, (Southern 
Region); Third Vice Chair of the Union – 
Republic of Burundi, (Central Region); and 
Rapporteur – Republic of Senegal – (West 
African region).

In his handing over speech, President 
M a c k y  S a l l ,  w i s h e d  t h e  n e w  AU 
Chairperson, a successful Chairmanship 
and thanked the Heads of States of AU 
Member States as well as the AU outgoing 
bureau, for their support during the tenure 
of his mandate which he said, was marked 
by the prevailing sanitary crisis caused by the 
COVID19 pandemic. 

President Sall highlighted some of the 
achievements under his chairmanship of the 
Union notably, the economic empowerment 
of the women and youths, the enhancement 
of democracy and good governance, among 
other development programs under Agenda 
2063.

The outgoing Chair of the Union thanked 
the AUC Chairperson, Moussa Faki 
Mahamat for his leadership and support, 
i n c l u d i n g  a l l  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e 

Commission. “Serving our continent has 
been a privilege and a great pride, because I 
believe in a united Africa, an Africa standing 
up, an Africa at work, an Africa in peace and 
confident in its future,” he said. 

President Macky Sall further underlined 
that “This has made him to be more 
determine and even more motivated, at the 
front of the fight for Africa, everywhere, for 
everything and all the time; because it is the 
responsibility conferred on us by the heritage 
of the pan-Africanism, to realize the dream 
of the founding fathers and the aspirations 
of our peoples.” 

In his acceptance speech, President Azali 
Assoumani said he appreciates the honor 
coupled with the responsibility and the trust 
invested in his person, and the members of 
the new bureau, to lead the destiny of the 
organization for the next one year.

“I thank you and assure you of our 
commitment to work together with all 
member countries in the exercise of our 
mandate” as indicated the incoming Chair 
of the Union. “I pay tribute to the founding 
fathers of the organization. Six decades 
later, their luminous vision continues to 
inspire our living together and to illuminate 
our united march towards the ideal of 
African integration,” he added.

President Assoumani further stated, with 
great emotion, that by allowing the Union of 
the Comoros to lead the African continent, 
the continental organization has just proved 
to the world its conviction that all countries 
have the same rights and enjoy the same 
freedoms. 

“It will not be easy to succeed him, but I 
will do my best to continue his work and, 
among other things, by favoring as he has 
always been able to do, dialogue, listening 
and gathering, essential conditions to make 
this mandate, that of the success of the 
continent,” he finally concluded.

The African Union spearheads Africa's 
development and integration in close 
collaboration with African Union Member 
S t a t e s ,  t h e  R e g i o n a l  E c o n o m i c 
Communities and African citizens. The AU 
vision is to accelerate progress towards an 
integrated, prosperous and inclusive Africa, 
at peace with itself, playing a dynamic role in 
the continental and global arena, effectively 
driven by an accountable, efficient and 
responsive commission. The African Union 
sets for itself a comprehensive 50-year (2013 
t0 2063) development program popularly 
referred to as African Agenda 2063.

We therefore urge the new African Union 
(AU) Chairperson, Azali Assoumani, to 
endeavor to keep to the tenets and spirit of 
the Union and develop further on the 
foundations laid by his predecessors.
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…As Azali Assoumani
of Comoros emerges
new AU Chairperson 
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Opinion

s President Muhammadu 

ABuhari prepares himself  
for a happy return to his 

comfortable country home in 
Daura, Katsina State, after nearly 
eight years in office where he 
posted what is widely adjudged as 
far below average performance, a 
19-year old, tender, innocent girl 
named Leah Sharibu remains a 
hapless, pathetic, unspeakably 
traumatized captive of  Boko 
Haram terrorists, obviously, under 
t h e  m o s t  d e h u m a n i z i n g 
conditions.   

Given what has, reportedly, 
been the horrible experiences of  
young, beautiful girls like Leah 
who have been captured by these 
terrorists, one is really scared to 
imagine the extent of  savage 
violations she might have been 
subjected to for over five years 
now! It is heartbreaking that she 
hardly gets mentioned again these 
days, especially, by those whose 
job it is to rescue and bring her 
home to her grieving parents and 
siblings!  

Has Nigeria woefully failed 
Leah Sharibu then? Has President 
Buhari who may have her age 
mates as grandchildren forgotten 
her? Has he given up hope of  ever 
bringing her home again to her 
heartbroken parents? Will he leave 
her in the horrible den of  terrorists 
as he happily retires to the comfort 
his home and family in Daura in 
the next few months?    

What happened to Buhari's 
very loud, almost 5-year old 
promise to rescue her quickly? Or 
even his firm pledge during the 

campaigns for his first term that he 
would end the Boko Haram 
menace in six months and ensure 
the freedom of  all their captives? 
What did he have in mind when he 
was making those promises? Has 
he exhausted all his ideas and 
strategies for ending terrorism and 
banditry? What in his assessment 
was the result of  his efforts in this 
regard after nearly eight years in 
office? Or was he merely dropping 
those campaign promises (just to 
get the people's votes) after which 
he hurriedly forgot them as soon as 
he won the election and settled 
into the limitless comfort of  
presidential office in Nigeria?  

Leah was among the 110 
students of  the Government Girls' 
Science and Technical College, 
Dapchi, Yobe State, abducted by 
B o k o  H a r a m  t e r r o r i s t s  o n 
February 19, 2018. She was only 
14 then. When in March of  the 
same year news broke that the 
terrorists had brought back the 
girls with the same fanfare they 
had taken them away – like kids 
going on an excursion, Leah's 
parents rejoiced like the other 
parents, and rushed down to 
embrace their beloved child and 
take her home. But on discovering 
that her child was not released 
with her classmates, Leah's 
mother, Rebecca Sharibu, fainted. 
The shock was too much for her.  

Speaking of  her experience 
later, she said, weeping profusely: 
“My heart was broken when I 
searched through the released girls 
and could not set my eyes on my 
dear daughter, Leah”.  

Leah's equally traumatized 
father, Nathaniel Sharibu, could 
only sorrowfully plead that serious 
effort should be deployed to bring 
his daughter back: “Nigeria must 
do all within its powers to bring 
back my daughter the same way 
they did to others.” Now, after 
n e a r l y  f i v e  y e a r s  a n d  n o 
heartwarming news had come in 
about his beloved daughter, the 
only gir l  in the family,  his 
conclusion would probably be that 
he merely sang ballads to the deaf!  

The terrorists had refused to 
release Leah because she is a 
Christian and had refused to 
renounce her faith and convert to 
Islam as they demanded. That was 
her unpardonable offence which 
she has continued to pay dearly for. 
Her heart must have bled as she 
watched the other girls go home, 
but she remained firm in her 
resolve not to trade her faith for her 
freedom. She is a heroine of  the 
Christian faith.  

Now, how does Leah see 
Nigeria and her leaders today? An 
American boy will look you 
straight in the face and declare that 
he is ready to die for America any 
day, anywhere, and he means 
every word he uttered. Same goes 
for youths from several other 
countries. Why? They know very 
well that should any of  them be in 
trouble anywhere in the world, 
their country would spare no 
resources and efforts to rescue 
them. Their leaders are patriotic 
and humane and sincerely love 
and care for the people they are 
governing. They tower far above 

those callous and selfish leaders 
who only remember hapless 
captives like Leah Sharibu when 
they want to use their predicament 
to score cheap political points!  

On Saturday, June 23, 2018, a 
young football team in Thailand, 
made up of  12 boys between the 
ages of  11 and 16, went missing 
with their coach in a Northern 
Thailand cave. The world stood in 
awe as their country went all out to 
trace and bring them home. 
Nobody bothered to ask why they 
embarked on such an adventure. 
That was no longer necessary. The 
most important thing was their 
safety. The whole country and 
their leaders became united in 
their resolve to rescue the boys and 
gave themselves no rest until they 
were found and brought out to 
safety. The dedication and concern 
of  the Thai leaders aroused the 
sympathy of  the world which 
moved in to help.      

I n  s a n e r  c o u n t r i e s,  t h e 
worsening insecurity in Nigeria 
and the fact that many of  our 
citizens are either in captivity or 
brutally displaced are enough 
reasons to inspire in Gen Buhari 
the noble decision to stand down 
from office. But in these parts, 
people seek power not to serve the 
citizenry, but largely to wallow in 
the glamour and luxury of  the 
office. So, even if  they run the 
country completely aground, they 
would still remain there even if  to 
play the undertaker.  The verdict 
of  history holds no attraction for 
them.  

So, as Buhari prepares to retire 

to his comfortable home and into 
the loving arms of  his wife and 
children, Leah Sharibu's hot tears 
continue to flow in the terrorist's 
den. For five excruciating years, 
she must have looked out each day 
for the rescue team that is yet to 
even take off. Sense of  loneliness 
and abandonment has remained 
her daily sources of  additional 
torments.  Maybe, the Buhari 
regime had wished that we forgot 
Leah and moved on – like they 
seem to have done with the Chibok 
girls. It is now clear that the 
horrible plight of  the Chibok girls 
was merely a very effective tool for 
winning the 2015 election, and 
nothing more!  

Nigeria is today bleeding at all 
corners. The universities are still 
battling to recover from the eight 
months' clearly avoidable strike by 
lecturers even as the government 
strives to weaken the toiling hands 
of  the teachers with very punitive 
decisions on their welfare. 

Since the past few months, 
Nigerians have been groaning 
under  one of  the worst, seemingly 
intractable petrol crisis in this 
country that has unleashed 
overwhelming hardship on the 
populace, a situation that has now 
been horribly compounded by the 
unavailabil i ty of  the newly 
redesigned naira notes for the 
common man to purchase food 
a n d  s e r v i c e s  eve n  a t  ve r y 
prohibitive prices. 

Is this the kind of  badly 
battered Nigeria that Buhari is 
leaving behind after eight years as 
president? Very Pathetic and sad!

Ariwoola

Will Buhari go without rescuing
Leah Sharibu? 
By Ugochukwu Ejinkeonye

BuhariBuhari Sharibu
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Education is life, education is today,
the future - Soludo 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

G
overnor of Anam-
bra State, Professor 
Chukwuma Charles 

Soludo has described educa-
tion as the future that should 
not be toyed with. Governor 
Soludo was speaking during 
the 27 years celebration of 
the existence of  Holy Child 

Catholic Church, Isuofia 
under the Catholic Dio-
cese of  Ekwulobia, Aguata 
Council Area.

According to Governor 
Soludo, he indulges in ed-
ucation support, not to re-
ceive praises but as a way 
of  thanking God for His 
benevolence. “Education is 
life. It is the future and to-
day of  every human bein.g”

“We started the one youth 
two skills initiative to ed-
ucate our young people on 
relevant skills. He added 
that the Innovation Dis-
trict Initiative where 10,000 
youths will be trained on 
digital skills will soon com-
mence across the twenty 
one local government areas 
of  the state.

“Our main agenda is to 

bring smile to those who 
have been virtually forgot-
ten”, he stated. The Gover-
nor went on to recall his ex-
perience when he embarked 
on a journey to Enugu Otu 
and Mkpunando, he re-
vealed that he was moved to 
tears when he released that 
there was no single tarred 
road there.

“We drove for more than 
an hour, no single road 
for over 30kms. He noted 
that he has criss-crossed 
the twenty one local gov-
ernment areas of  the state 
where he is constructing 
over 260 kilometer of  roads 
in the first phase.

While cautioning the stu-
dents against joining the 
few who are destroying the 

society, he tasked them on 
being good citizens, remind-
ing them that their future is 
in their hands.

Giving a homily, Bishop, 
Catholic Diocese of  Ekwu-
lobia, Peter Ebere Cardinal 
Okpaleke stated that during 
the recent Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference, they brain-
stormed about citizens’ par-
ticipation in good govern-
ance. He admonished that 
if  citizens refuse to listen 
to the call for them to take 
up their responsibility, they 
will regret it.

On the political angle, 
the Cardinal said: “This is 
a critical period that such 
participation is at the core of 
the realization of  the com-
mon good.

The bodies of the unknown gunmen who attacked an Anambra Police Station during the weekend.

Otti raises alarm over Abia’s debt profile, 
unemployment rate
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he former Managing 
Director of  Diamond 
Bank PLC and guber 

candidate of  Abia Labour 
Party (LP) in Abia State, Dr 
Alex Otti has raised alarm 
over the rising debt profile 
and unemployment rate in 
the State.

This is even as he has pre-
dicted that the next Governor 
of  Abia State would inherit a 
badly  broken State from this  
outgoing administration of  
Dr Okezie Ikpeazu.

Otti stated these in Umua-
hia while addressing mem-
bers of  Abia Professionals, 
who endorsed him as their 
sole governorship candidate 
for March 11 elections.

He pointed out that most 
of  the candidates in the race 
to govern Abia were not in-
terested in developing the 
State but only have their eyes 
in the sharing of  the State’s 
resources, if  elected, alleging 
further  that most of  the gu-
ber candidates in the race had 
no second address.

The Labour Party guber 
candidates maintained that 
Abia’s sorry condition meant 
that Abians should not make 
the mistake of  electing an 
unprepared leader, stressing 
that Abia needed a credible 
and competent Governor to 
navigate it out of  its present 
economic quagmire.

According to him: “This 
year is going to be very diffi-
cult. When this government 
goes, whoever succeeds it 
will find it extremely difficult 
because the state is badly bro-
ken.

“The debt profile of  Abia 
increased from N45 billion, 
from the administration of  
T.A.Orji to N150 billion in 
the present administration. 
So, that is what Abia is going 
to pay. So, you can see it is 
looking dangerous out there. 
So it (Governor) has to be 
people who know what to do.

“Unemployment rate 
in Abia is 51 per cent, the 
highest in the country. Abia 
is ranked 32nd in the area 
of  Ease of  doing business 
which means that an inves-
tor has to consider 31 oth-

er states before thinking of  
coming to Abia. So, if  you 
make a mistake, you will be 
a failed state,” Otti said, add-
ing “that is why people like us 
have stamped our feet to say, 
enough is enough.”

The financial guru said 
he was contesting for Abia 
governorship to put the state 
on the path of  sustainable 
growth and development, us-
ing his wealth of  experience, 
vowing not to embezzle or 
misapply the state’s resources.

 “If  it is making money, I 
can do 101 things to get cool 
money. I will not touch Abia 
money. I have no business 
with Abia money. The only 
business I have with Abia 
money is that I will use it to 
develop the state,”

He thanked the Abia Pro-
fessionals for endorsing him 
as their sole candidate for 
the Abia 2023 governorship 
election and enjoined them 
to work for his success, come 
March 11, so that he could 
forge a partnership with the 
group to salvage the state.

Secretary-General of  Abia 
Professionals which organ-
ised the forum christened 
“Abia Professionals Hosts an 
Evening with Dr. Alex Otti,” 
a largely interactive event, 
Nkem Egbuta, assured the 
LP governorship hopeful that 
his group would identify with 
him because Abia needs a 
man of  character and compe-
tence to draw her out of  the 
woods.

Egbuta lamented that Abia 
was the most backward state 
in Southern Nigeria, adding 
that all indices of  develop-
ment with regard to Abia 
point to the direction of  a 
failed state.

 “Considering where we 
are in Abia, Abia State is the 
most backward state in entire 
Southern Nigeria that is the 
reality. So, this is not the time 
to play party politics.

 “Abia state has decayed, 
dilapidated infrastructure; lec-
turers are not paid; Abia State 
Polytechnic, they owe them 
for over 30 months, doctors 
are on strike, a situation we 
don’t have in other states.

 “If  you look at those indi-
ces, you will know that all is 
not well, Abia State is at the 

lowest rung of  the ladder. 
The unemployment we have 
in Abia State is the highest, 
more than the national aver-
age.

 “Our situation is critical 
and that is why Abia Profes-
sionals, we have organized 
this platform but the one 
who we feel possesses all the 
qualities we need to rescue 
this state should come and 
interact with the professionals 
and tell us what his plans are 
for the state and then we ask 
him questions in a convivial 
atmosphere.

 “So, this is the time that 
we feel every Abian should be 
pulled together in the same di-
rection so that we can rescue 
this state,” Egbuta said.

Explaining why the group 
of  diverse intellectuals and of  
different political inclinations 
has endorsed Otti, the leader 
of  Abia Professionals said: 
“What we have simply done 
was to look at the candidates, 
x-ray their history, their pedi-
gree, their job history, where 
have they worked; their ca-
pacity what impacts have they 
made on the society and that 
is how we came by the choice 
of  Dr. Alex Otti.

Continuing, he stated 
that: “Now is the time. Peo-
ple are already applying to 
serve at the different rungs 
of  political leadership in the 
country. We must first scru-
tinize them well”, the Bish-
op admonished.

The Cardinal further 
revealed that people are 
crying as a result of  the 
economic situation in the 
country, adding that they 
must not fail to look for and 
elect leaders that will help 
reverse the situation for a 
better nation. He also asked 
them to reject evil, whether 
greater or lesser.

“We must look for some-
one capable of  governing 
the country for the common 
good of  all. Our votes are 
very precious and we must 
use it wisely”, the Prelate 
added.

A special ceremony of 
presentation of  souvenirs to 
the Governor and planting 
of  the silver jubilee tree were 
parts of  the highlight at the 
mass celebration.

Imo govt relocates Nekede Zoo as workers 
protest salary arrears
By Grace Ofurum

S
taff  of  Nekede Zoolog-
ical Garden has pro-
tested over the alleged 

relocation of  the zoo to Jos 
in Plateau State. Newsecho 
on Saturday gathered that 
the few remaining animals 
in the zoo located at Nek-
ede in Owerri West Local 
Government Area were be-
ing trapped and evacuated 
to Jos Zoological Garden in 
Plateau   State. 

Staff  of  the zoo on Satur-
day staged a protest block-
ing the animal trapping 
trucks that were conveying 
the animals. The workers 
in their numbers were seen 
at the gate refusing to al-
low the trucks to leave the 
premises. “They demanded 
for their 10 months’ salary 

arrears but administrators 
from Jos zoo refused the 
demand for inventories and 
picture evidence, a source 
said. 

One of  the workers who 
spoke to newsmen who 
didn’t want his name on 
print for security reasons 
Said 

“Some trucks used to trap 
animals have arrived at the 
Imo State Zoological Gar-
den to evacuate the animals 
to Jos zoo in Plateau State. 
We are saying that our 10 
months’ salary arrears they 
are owe us be paid to us be-
fore they can relocate the 
zoo.” 

Our reporter gathered 
that    the government had 
planned to relocate the only 
zoo in southeast which has 
contributed to the economy 

of  the state and a tourist site.  
“We are resisting the 

move and demanding that 
before the animals would 
be evacuated, the state gov-
ernment must pay us our 10 
months’ salary arrears,” the 
protesting workers said. 

The supervisor of  the zoo, 
when contacted declined 
uttering a word on the issue 
but directed journalists to 
consult the commissioner 
of  tourism for more clarifi-
cation.

 At the time of  filling this 
report, the commissioner 
Jerry Egemba was yet to re-
spond to the issues. 

Also the public relations 
officer Ministry of  Tourism, 
Ben Uwakwe refused speak-
ing on the matter since he 
has not been briefed.
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as ObiDatti prepares for change  
- Peter Obi tells Nnewi business community
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From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

A
bove one hundred 
million Nigerians 
are today into abject 

poverty due to the misrule 
and mismanagement of  the 
nation’s economy by the 
incumbent All Progressive 
Congress (APC) -controlled 
Federal Government.

Addressing an unprece-
dented mammoth crowd of  
followers and supporters at 
the popular Nkwo Nnewi 
market, the presidential can-
didate of  the Labour Party 
(LP), Peter Obi disclosed 
that nearly 65million citizens 
were poor in 2012, but more 
than 100million citizens are 
now in poverty today. 

Obi told the enthusias-
tic crowd that himself  and 
his running mate -Senator 
Yusuf  Datti-Ahmed were 

fully prepared to change all 
that. That they were going to 
transform the economy and 
living standard of  all Nigeri-
ans, irrespective of  tribe, re-
ligion, gender, social class or 
political affiliation.

According to him, “.. We 
have chosen to build a new 
Nigeria where there will be 
security of  life and property. 
When I was governor, bank 
robbery and criminality were 
almost impossible. All the 
notorious bandits were sent 
out. We are going to do same 
nationwide.... 

“The way to do it is to 
move Nigeria from con-
sumption to production. I 
will assure you that all in-
dustries in Nnewi and all 
RTS of  Nigeria will become 
operational once again. 

“Our governments have al-
ways told us they were going 
to resuscitate and reactivate 

the industries, the SMEs. 
“But how many of  you have 
received any such assistance 
from the Federal Govern-
ment? 

“To this, the crowd cho-
rused No! Obi pointed out 
that as governor he trans-
formed all schools, hospitals, 
roads a other infrastructure 
without much challenges, 
but today its taxes galore 
every day.

“It’s the duty of  govern-
ment to make life easy for the 
citizens, not to overburden 
them with taxation. “Am a 
Nigerian who is most quali-
fied and prepared to lead this 
nation out of  the prevailing 
difficulties and poverty.

 Obi stormed the Nwanyi 
Imo square, venue of  the ral-
ly in a tumultuous blaze of  
glory ushered in by a sea of  
heads of  business executives, 

Governor Soludo receiving a portrait from a student during the 27 years anniversary celebration of 
Holy Child Catholic Church, Isuo�a under the Catholic Diocese of Ekwulobia, Aguata Council Area.

I am proud of Peter Obi for doing what I could not 
do - Anyim

F
ormer Senate Presi-
dent, Anyim Pius Any-
im says he is proud of  

the presidential candidate of  
the Labour Party (LP), Peter 
Obi, for pulling out of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) to pursue his ambition 

in another party.
 Both Anyim and Obi were 

presidential aspirants in the 
PDP but while Obi joined LP 
ahead of  PDP presidential 
primary in May, Anyim went 
ahead to contest the primary 
in the PDP and eventually 
lost to former Vice President 
Atiku Abubakar.

In a statement he signed on 
Friday where he denied being 
part of  the G5 caucus of  the 
PDP led by Rivers State gov-
ernor, Nyesom Wike, Anyim 
said he is proud of  the former 
Anambra State governor for 
“doing what I could not do”.

“On the issue of  His Excel-
lency Peter Obi, the Labour 
Party Presidential Candidate, 
I am to say that I was in the 
PDP Presidential Primaries 
with Peter Obi and others and 
at some point, all of  us from 
South East met and resolved 
to work together, to ensure the 
zoning of  the presidential po-
sition to South East and that 
whoever among us that got 
the ticket should be supported 
by the others,” he said.

Umuahia residents ‘offload’ old Naira notes at Ama Hausa market

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
ma Hausa axis of 
Umuahia, Abia State 
capital has been agog 

since last week, as traders of 
northern extraction  have 
been making  bricks sales in 
commodities.
 The quick sales were as a 
result of  desperate efforts by 
the residents to trade off  their 
old naira notes, in anticipa-
tion of  Supreme Court ruling 
and subsequent directives by 
the Central Bank of  Nigeria 
(CBN). 
 This is even as trading in old 
naira notes of  N1, 000 and 
N500 have continued, de-

spite the national address by 
President Mohamadu Buhari 
where he only legalised the 
use of  old N200 note to run 
together with the new one 
until April 10, 2023.
 The  northern traders who 
dealt in commodities like 
yam, rice, beans, potato, dry 
corn, groundnut, water mel-
on etc were  freely accepted 
old N1,000, N500 and N200 
from every trader that came 
to buy goods. Apart from 
food dealers, traders in herbal 
drugs and clothing materials 
accepted the old notes with 
thanks.

Restaurants and tea shops 
operated by northern indi-
genes at Ama Hausa also 

recorded high turnover be-
cause of  the mad rush from 
Umuahia residents. Barbecue 
(Suya) dealers equally had 
great week selling off  every 
stick of  Suya on display.

The trend was further fue-
led by the continued scarcity 
of  new naira notes. When 
News Echo arrived Eket 
Street, the beehive of  Hausa/
Fulani indigenes, the corre-
spondent observed that buy-
ing and selling were going on 
in quick pace. 

This brought a level of  relief 
for many Igbo families and 
individuals as they shopped 
to the fullest with the “un-
popular cash”. This paper 
also gathered that some Igbo 
businessmen who are friends 
to northern traders took their 
bags of  old notes to their 
northern friends to help them 

deposit in banks.
Efforts to speak with the 

leader of  northern commu-
nity in Abia, HRH, Alhaji 
Yaro Danladi at Eket street 
was not successful as he was 
said to be away from his 
place. 

But a business man  who 
simply identified himself  as 
Hassan  said  the leadership 
of the northern community 
did not influence the deci-
sion of  the traders, saying 
that “it is their decision to ac-
cept the money or not.” Some 
traders like Usman Ghali, 
Mohamed Idris, Ali Musa, 
Islamiya Hanatu said they 
decided to accept the money 
to ease the pains being en-
countered by Nigerians, add-
ing that since Supreme Court 
had not finally declared old 
notes illegal, they would con-

small/medium and big time 
traders in all markets in and 
around t commercial city of  
Nnewi. He was also accom-
panied by members of  the 
Peter Obi Support Network, 
Great Nigeria for Obidatti, 
Doctors for Peter Obi, Ni-
gerian Youths for Peter Obi 
and Take Back Naija among 
other support groups.

In her remarks, the popu-
lar human rights activist, Ai-

sha Yusuf  charged all Nigeri-
ans to go to all polling booths 
on Feb 25,2023 and vote Obi 
and Yusuf  Datti-Ahmed so 
as to take Nigeria from the 
clutches of  her traducers. 

The former governorship 
candidate of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party in Anam-
bra state, Valentine Ozigbo, 
a very strong ally of  Obi said 
that Nigerians are tired and 
need change.

“When the zoning failed, 
His Excellency Peter Obi 
pulled out and joined Labour 
Party while I continued to the 
end.

“To the credit of  His Excel-
lency Peter Obi, today, he has 
become a factor in the political 
equation of  2023 presidential 
election. I must state here and 
always that I AM PROUD 
OF HIS EXCELLENCY 
PETER OBI FOR DOING 
WHAT I COULD NOT DO.

“For me, His Excellency Pe-
ter Obi winning or not should 
not be the issue but rather his 
ability to bring Labour Party 
from nowhere to a position 
of  reckoning is a huge con-
tribution to our political de-
velopment. He has broken an 
age long myth and should be 
seen as having immeasurably 
become a source of  inspira-
tion to the future generations 
of  Nigerian politicians and 
indeed has taken his pride of  
place in the history of  Nigeri-
an politics.

“At this juncture, let me 
state, and I know many Ni-

gerians believe so, that at this 
point whom God has des-
tined to be the next president 
of  Nigeria is already settled 
and no man can change it. It 
is, therefore, disheartening for 
people to make and impute 
assumptions on who anybody 
is supporting.

“I am certain that I have at 
no time discussed with any-
body about who will win and 
who will not win. That is the 
choice Nigerians will make. I 
have kept faith with my party 
and for the benefit of  all, I am 
still a card-carrying member 
of  the PDP. I am in a very 
healthy mental state to speak 
for myself  at anytime and 
so nobody should speak for 
me,”Anyim said.

... Buy goods with old naira

... Sell N1000 for N400

tinue to accept the cash.
“Don’t worry, we will 

spend the money, said Ali 
Musa.” However, a source 
inside the market alleged 
that the collected cash were 
being taken to some north-
ern States for easy deposit 
in banks or being taken to 
CBN State headquarters 
by some Alhajis. But these 
claims were punctured by the 
northern traders. Speaking 
to News Echo, a director in 
Broadcasting Corporation 
of  Abia, Mrs Ojukwu told 
News Echo, “I wanted to 
buy Potato from Igbo wom-
an and she rejected the old 
notes. I want to Ama Hausa 
where I bought potato with 
old money.” Another buyer, 
Mr Chinedu Nkpa said he 
used his old N11,000 to buy 
food items for his family in 
Ama Hausa on Wednesday 
morning, shortly before the 
Supreme Court  extended the 
naira suit to February 22.

EFCC denies raiding 
Tinubu’s home

T
he Economic and Fi-
nancial Crimes Com-
mission (EFCC) has 

debunked the news about 
the raiding of  the home of  
the All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) Presidential 
candidate Sen. Bola Tinu-
bu, by the Commission.

EFCC’s Spokesperson, 
Wilson Uwujaren, in a 
statement on Sunday in 
Abuja, said the claim of  
raiding the home of  the 
former governor of  Lagos 
State by the commission 
was not true. 

“The attention of  the 
EFCC has been drawn to 
a report circulating in the 
social media, claiming that 
operatives of  the Com-
mission raided the home 
of  Asiwaju Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu, standard-bearer of  
APC, in the forthcoming 
presidential election and re-
covered a humongous sum 
of  N400 billion.

“The Commission wish-
es to state that no such op-
eration was carried out by 
the EFCC. “The public is 
enjoined to disregard the re-
port as fake news,” he said. 
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 sharp but deep 

As c a n  i n t o  t h e 
demands of  the 

office of  a Chief  Political 
Adviser to the governor in a 
State like Imo, with its 
political complexities and 

challenging diverse interests 
is obviously imposing with 
deterring responsibilities. 

Findings reveal that the 
tasking responsibilities of  
the office is an interplay of  
daunting and diversely 
reoccurring internal and 
external political bodies or 

interests  that  requires 
constructive approach that 
uses minimal or no force to 
achieve expected political 
g o a l s  f o r  t h e  s e r v i n g 
administration. 

Apparently, the office 
interfaces between the 
government and her people 
with the intent of  improving 

the  respons iveness  o f  
government and as well, 
convince the people to 
appreciate the government's 
efforts towards offering life-
changing services aimed at 
advancing the course of  the 
peop le  pos i t ive ly  and 
progressively.

H e n c e ,  t h e  o f f i c e 
requires a thorough and 
w e l l - b r e d  p o l i t i c i a n 
ex p e r i e n c e d  i n  o f f i c e 
formulation, processing and 
promotion of  political 
ideo log ies  capab le  o f  
meeting his principal 's 
i n t e r e s t  a n d  t h e 
administration's political 
target.

In other words, a Chief  
Political Adviser, who fits 
into this circuitous office 
could better describe with 
the appellations of  "A 
Political Brand Manager" 

Yes! The occupant of  
this office in Imo State; Hon 
B a r r i s t e r  E n y i n n a y a 
O n u e g b u ,  i s  a  c l e a r 
demonstration of  Governor 
Hope Uzodinma's political 
dexterity and clarity of  
p u r p o s e  i n  h i s 
appointments. Because, the 
effectiveness of  this office is 
of  fundamental importance 
towards  ach iev ing  an 
efficient and purposeful 
governance.

Hon, Onuegbu, by his 
appointment doubles as 
Chief  Political Adviser to 
Imo State Governor Hope 
Uzodinma and the Head of  
I m o  3 R  g o v e r n m e n t 
Political Bureau; a section 
of  the 3R administration 
responsible for promoting 
fundamenta l  po l i t i ca l 
values,  ideologies and 
strategies that will set the 
government on a decent 
political path. 

B a r r .  O n u e g b u  i s 
di l igent ,  resourceful ly 
experienced and versatile 
with extensive knowledge 
of  political activities within 
our clime, especially in Imo 
Sta te,  South-East  and 
Nigeria.

Enyinnaya, can spend a 
whole day reel ing the 
inexhaustible achievements 
of  his principal, Governor 
Hope Uzodimma, (ranging 

from roads to Education, 
Hea l thca re  and  o the r 
sectorial achievements), 
w h o m  h e  r e g u l a r l y 
describes as a dependable 
a n d  p e o p l e - o r i e n t e d 
governor and leader.

His performance and 
resourcefulness have placed 
him as a two-time Executive 
Chairman of  Ngor Okpala 
LGA during which, he was 
the Imo State ALGON 
Secretary.

H i s  h a r d w o r k i n g 
disposition further earned 
h i m ,  t h e  p i o n e e r 
Commissioner for Lands 
and Survey, under this 
present administration, of  
His Excellency, Sen. Hope 
U z o d i n m a  a n d  l a t e r 
Commissioner for Power, 
during a Cabinet reshuffle 
u n t i l  t h e  e v e n t u a l 
dissolution of  the Cabinet 
with Enyinnaya Onuegbu, 
emerging later as the Chief  
Political Adviser to and 
Head of  Political Bureau to 
Imo Governor.

H o n  O nu e g b u  i s  a 
passionate and courageous 
politician driven by service, 
loyalty and excellence. His 
versa t i l i ty  has  been a 
veritable tool in building 
p o l i t i c a l  b r i d g e s  a n d 
systemic wellbeing the All 
Progress ives  Congress 
b e t w e e n  t h e  3 R 
administration and the Imo 
people. 

B a r r .  E n y i n n a y a 
Onuegbu, is the Imo State 
Secretar y  of  the  APC 
Presidential  Campaign 
Council .  A committed 
stakeholder of  the All 
Progress ives  Congress 
(APC) in the State and has 
m a n y  y e a r s  a c t i v e 
experience in legal practice.

He hails from Ngor 
Okpala Local Government 
Area of  Imo State and as the 
Traditional Prime Minister 
o f  h i s  a u t o n o m o u s 
community, goes by the title 
of  Ebekuodike.

He has indeed brought 
his wealth of  experience 
f r o m  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l , 
p o l i t i c a l  a n d  l e g a l 
institutions into service.

A peep into Imo 3R administration’s
political  bureau

“Hon Enyinnaya Onuegbu, by his appointment 
doubles as Chief  Political Adviser to Imo 

State Governor Hope Uzodinma and the Head 
of  Imo 3R government Political Bureau; a 

section of  the 3R administration responsible 
for promoting fundamental political values, 

ideologies and strategies that will set the 
government on a decent political path.

By Bright Okereke

Onuegbu
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f  there is any classical quote Ithat is at the moment finding 
express ion in  Niger ia ' s 

monetary system today, it is 
unarguably that of  Robert Frost 
that says, “Two roads diverged in 
a wood, and I took the one less 
traveled by, and that has made all 
the difference”. The reason for 
embellishing this view with the 
foregoing quote in this context 
cannot be farfetched as it is apt in 
explaining the excruciating pains 
Nigerians are presently passing 
through as a result of  the cash 
crunch thrust upon them by ill-
implemented fiscal policy by both 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
and the governor of  the Central 
Bank of  Nigeria (CBN), Mr. 
Godwin Emefiele.  Without 
resorting to denigration, they 
have unarguably led Nigerians to 
the point that would make an 
“ordinary man” scream, “Help 
me, help me, e dey carry me dey 
go where I nor know”.

Yes, since the past few weeks, 
Nigerians are literarily been 
walking through a monetary 
avenue that can best be likened to 
the biblical situation where evil 
t e r ror i s t s  s laughte red  and 
butchered innocent Jews as they 
stood in prayer talking to their 
Creator. The contrast between the 
perpetrators and victims has 
never been more poignant.

Without any scintil la of  
hyperbole, the fiscal situation in 
which virtually all Nigerians have 
found themselves as a result of  the 
ongoing demonetization exercise 
that is been implemented by the 
leadership of  the CBN has kept 
tongues wagging as to who is in 
charge at the apex bank. The 
question that sounds like “Is this 
the voice of  Emefiele or the hands 
of  Buhari” is been asked in a 
hush-hush tone. There is no 
d e n y i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e 
preceding days have seen not a 
few Nigerians conjecturing to 
rightly identify who, among the 
leaders, is afflicting Nigerians 
with the agonizing pains they 
have been passing through, 
particularly since the last few 
days.

For the benefit of  those that 
are in doubt about who ought to 
be in charge of  demonetizing 
Nigeria's economy, it is expedient 
to avail them of  an extract of  the 
CBN's mandate thus: “The 
mandate of  the Central Bank of  
Nigeria (CBN) is derived from the 
1958 Act of  Parliament, as 
a m e n d e d  i n  1 9 9 1 , 
1993,1997,1998,1999 and 2007.

“The CBN Act of  2007 of  the 
Federal Republic of  Nigeria 
charges the Bank with the overall 
control and administration of  the 
monetary and financial sector 
p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l 
Government.

“The objects of  the CBN are as 
follows: ensure monetary and 

price stability; issue legal tender 
currency in Nigeria; maintain 
external reserves to safeguard the 
international value of  the legal 
tender currency; promote a sound 
financial system in Nigeria; and 
act  as Banker and provide 
economic and financial advice to 
the Federal Government.

“Consequently, the Bank is 
charged with the responsibility of  
administering the Banks and 
Other Financial Institutions Act 
(BOFIA), 2020, with the sole aim 
of  ensuring high standards of  
banking practice and financial 
stability through its surveillance 
a c t i v i t i e s ,  a s  we l l  a s  t h e 
promot ion  o f  an  e f f i c i en t 
payment system.

“In addit ion to  i t s  core 
functions, CBN has over the years 
p e r f o r m e d  s o m e  m a j o r 
developmental functions, focused 
on all the key sectors of  the 
Nigerian economy (financial, 
agricultural, and industrial 
sectors). Overall, these mandates 
are carried out by the Bank 
through its various departments.”

A g a i n s t  t h e  f o r e g o i n g 
backdrop, it is crystal clear and 
explanatory that Emefiele ought 
to be in charge of  carrying out 
CBN's constitutional mandate, 
and duty bound to remain 
independent from the federal 
government's interference.  Aptly 
put, it is high time he depoliticizes 
CBN by pulling himself  off  from 
t h e  a p r o n  s t r i n g s  o f  t h e 
presidency.  Unfortunately, the 
story is different from what 
Nigerians are witnessing today.

At this juncture, it is expedient 
to recall that since Nigerians 
began to pass  through the 
hardships brought on them by the 

Naira crunch palaver that they 
have for the umpteenth time been 
subjected to conflicting orders 
emanating from both the officials 
o f  the  apex  bank  and  the 
presidency as they usually gather 
from the media.

For instance, not a few bank 
customers were enmeshed in the 
quagmire of  the Naira crunch on 
Friday, February 17, 2023, when 
they  heard  f rom bo th  the 
mainstream and online media 
platforms that Deposit Money 
Banks (DMBs) had been directed 
by the apex bank to receive the old 
N500 and N1, 000 notes from 
depositors.  The information 
which later was found to be fake 
resulted in confusion that lasted 
till Friday evening.

According to the online 
edition of  the Punch newspaper 
of  Febr uar y 18,  2023,  the 
conflicting orders emanated from 
m e d i a  r e p o r t s  b a s e d  o n 
anonymous briefings by senior 
officials of  the apex bank, 
through a memo that the bank 
reportedly gave to commercial 
banks, and an official statement 
issued by the bank, all within six 
hours.

B e i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  n ew s 
platforms that reported the story 
that eventually turned out to be 
fake against the backdrop of  
CBN's rebuttal later in the day, the 
newspaper  ins i s ted  that  i t 
reported the rebutted against the 
backdrop of  an exclusive inquiry 
wh ich  i t s  Cor re sponden t s 
obtained from the apex bank. 
Thus, continued in its report, 
“Sources within the financial 
industry and the government told 
our correspondents that the CBN 
gave its initial order for customers 

to proceed to commercial banks 
after its offices were besieged by 
Nigerians who wanted to deposit 
the old N1, 000 and N500 notes. 
The bank had not envisaged that 
t h e  c r o w d  w o u l d  b e 
overwhelming.”

“The  management  la te r 
rescinded its initial order after it 
w a s  a c c u s e d  b y  s e n i o r 
g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  o f  
contradicting the President, 
Major-Gen. Muhammad Buhari 
(retd.).The officials told the 
bank's senior management that its 
order contradicted the one given 
by the President during his 
address on Saturday when he 
reiterated that all existing notes 
could only be exchanged at the 
“CBN and designated points.” 
However, the 'designated points' 
were not defined by the President.

“Buhari had said, “In line with 
Section 20(3) of  the CBN Act, 
2007, all existing old N1, 000 and 
N500 notes remain redeemable at 
the CBN and designated points.”

“Findings, however, showed 
that the CBN did not attempt to 
countermand the President. The 
bank's management had read 
' d e s i g n a t e d  p o i n t s '  t o  b e 
commercial banks, hence the 
directive. Section 20 (3) of  the 
CBN Act referred to by the 
P r e s i d e n t  s t a t e s , 
“Notwithstanding sub-sections 
(1) and (2) of  this section, the 
Bank shall have power, if  directed 
to do so by the President and after 
giving reasonable notice in that 
behalf, to call in any of  its notes or 
coins on payment of  the face 
value thereof  and any note or coin 
with respect to which a notice has 
been given under this sub-section, 
shall, on the expiration of  the 

notice, cease to be legal tender, 
but, subject to Section 22 of  this 
Act, shall be redeemed by the 
Bank upon demand.”

A g a i n s t  t h e  f o r e g o i n g 
backdrop, it is germane to say that 
since Nigerians began to groan 
under the excruciating weight of  
the Naira crunch that the media 
landscape has literarily been 
embellished with headlines in the 
following similitude:  “Naira 
crunch: Should Nigerians blame 
Emefiele or Buhari?”, “Naira 
crunch: Should Nigerians blame 
Emefiele and Buhari?”, “Naira 
crisis: Emefiele not to blame”, 
“Northern Elders blame Buhari 
for crisis trailing naira redesign” 
“Naira crisis worsens, Emefiele 
justifies redesign”,  and “CBN 
Should Apologise To Nigerians 
For Naira Scarcity” among a 
l i t a n y  o f  o t h e r  b l a m e -
apportioning headlines that have 
been putting Nigerians into 
confusion as to rightly identifying 
whom, among the two leaders, 
that is making Nigerians pass 
through these excruciating pains 
since the past few weeks.

G i v e n  t h e  u n p a l a t a b l e 
situation that has presently spread 
across the nation, not a few 
Nigerians have continued to ask 
whether it is the voice of  Emefiele 
they are hearing or the hands of  
Buhari they are feeling.

B e  t h a t  a s  i t  m a y,  t h e 
consolation remains that as 
Nigerians collectively keep their 
fingers crossed, things will 
continue to unfold, particularly as 
both the general and presidential 
elections are fast approaching. 
Time will tell.

Naira crunch:  Is this the voice of Emefiele
or the hands of Buhari? 
By Isaac Asabor

Buahri, Emefiele



government came on board 
eight years ago. 

The National President 
o f  U N I FA N ,  P a s t o r 
Akinlami Aduragbemi, 
stated these in Abuja while 
addressing its members and 
representatives of  other 
r e l a t e d  a s s o c i a t i o n s 
including the All Farmers 
Association of  Nigeria. 

The farmers, therefore, 

a r m e r s  i n  t h e Fcountry under the 
aegis of  the United 

I n t e g r a t e d  F a r m e r s 
Association of  Nigeria have 

 former Minister of  

AFinance, Dr Idika 
Kalu, has faulted 

the logistics of  the Central 
Bank of  Nigeria for the 
crisis that has characterized 
the distribution of  new 
N1000, N500 and N200. 

S p e a k i n g  o n  t o 
correspondence over the 
weekend, he noted that the 
new naira scarcity was a 
result of  a huge logistic 
mistake. 

He said, “It is obvious 
that what we are dealing 
w i t h  i s  h u ge  l o g i s t i c 
mistakes that have been 
made.” 

T h e  C h a r t e r e d 
Institute of  Bankers 
of  Nigeria on Friday 

said it was liaising with the 
Body of  Banks '  Chief  
Execut ive  Of f i ce r s  to 
a d d r e s s  t h e  c u r r e n t 
chal lenges occasioned 
redesign of  the N1,000, 
N500, and N200 notes. 

It said the banks would 
continue to remain open to 
serve the public as long as it 
was safe to do so. 

It, however, said the 
safety of  bank workers was 
paramount. 

Several deposit money 
banks have come under 
attack by angry customers, 
with protests recorded in 
different states across the 
country, over the scarcity of  
the redesigned N1,000, 
N500, and N200 notes.

The President, Major 
Genera l  Muhammadu 
Buhari (retd.) on Thursday 
said the old N200 note 
would be legal tender till 
April 10, 2023, while urging 
Nigerians to deposit their 
old N500 and 1000 notes 
with the Central Bank of  
Nigeria. 

However, the CIBN, in a 
statement signed by the 

he investment in the Tglobal oil and gas 
upstream sector has 

increased by 39 per cent to 
$499bn in 2022, the highest 
level since 2014 and the 
most significant year-on-
year gain in history. 

This was according to a 
n e w  r e p o r t  b y  t h e 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  E n e r g y 
Forum and S&P Global 
Commodity Insights. 

The report claimed 
that higher costs primarily 
drove  the  increase  in 
investment. Also, the global 
rig count was up 22 per cent 
f r o m  a  y e a r  a g o  b u t 
remained 10 per cent below 
2019 levels. 

H o w e v e r ,  i t  w a s 
r e ve a l e d  t h a t  a n nu a l 
upstream investment would 
need to increase from 
$499bn in 2022 to $640bn in 
2030 to ensure adequate 

endorsed the presidential 
ambition of  the Labour 
Party, candidate, Peter Obi, 
for the coming elections, 
with the hope that he would 
do well for them and the 
agricultural sector.

Aduragbemi said their 
support for Obi was a result 
of  his track record in the 
agricultural sector when he 
served as governor of  
Anambra State. 

He said farmers in the 

scored the regime of  the 
President, Major General 
M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i 
(retd.), low in tackling the 
nation's current food crisis. 

ròkó, Nigeria's furniture Iand lifestyle brand has 
said as part of  its efforts 

at boosting innovation in the 
sector, it launched a ready-to-
assemble sofa and bed frame 
collection specially designed. 

In a statement on Friday, 
it said the sofas and beds 
were durable, stylish and 
could be assembled easily 
with little effort and in very 
little time. 

It stated, “They fit into 
tight spaces, especially for 
t h o s e  l i v i n g  i n  s m a l l 
a p a r t m e n t s ,  m a k i n g 
decorating easy and perfect 
for beautifying homes. The 
self-assembled furniture 
eliminates the stress of  
moving gigantic furniture 

Kalu added that the 
CBN ought to have done its 
preliminary assessment of  
how long and what it would 
take to ensure the efficient 
distribution of  the new 
notes.

“You have to assess the 
timing, which is predicated 
on how long it will take to 
do the exercise that you 
want to do. So, that is where 
it is really up to the central 
bank and its advisers to 
come up to the government 
to say, you have agreed we 
will do this. This is how 
much time we need, every 
aspect of  it, procuring the 

President/Chairman of  
Council, Ken Opara, and 
made available to Saturday 
P U N C H ,  s a i d  t h e 
management of  banks had 
been empowered to take 
proactive measures to close 
operations in locations 
where there was a security 
challenge and inform the 

supplies. The estimate for 
2030 was 18 per cent higher 
than the assessment done a 
year ago. The increase was 
due to rising costs.

The report also said 
that Oil and gas exploration 
a n d  p r o d u c t i o n  we r e 
experiencing record profits, 
however, they prioritised 
returns to shareholders, 
share buybacks, and debt 
repayment. 

Part of  the report read, 
“Near - te r m economic 
headwinds weigh heavily 
on markets and investors. If  
the world enters a recession 
in 2023, depending on the 
duration and depth, it is 
possible that oil demand 
growth could remain below 
the trend in the next couple 
o f  ye a r s ,  p o t e n t i a l l y 
e x t e n d i n g  t h e  p o s t -
pandemic demand stall to 
five years. Once economic 

country had no choice but 
t o  s u p p o r t  O b i ' s 
candidature as a result of  
nu m e r o u s  c h a l l e n g e s 
bedevilling them. 

According to him, one of  
the cardinal points of  Obi 
was to shift attention from a 
consuming economy to a 
p r o d u c t ive  o n e,  w i t h 
farming taking the centre 
stage.

 The organisation said 
there had not been serious 
intervention in ensuring 
that Nigeria had food 
sufficiency since the current 

around or parting with loved 
furniture upon relocation.” 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
statement, Iròkó Furnitures 
are made from recycled raw 
materials as well as re-
p u r p o s e d  w o o d  i n t o 
premium products.

 “They are produced in 
s t r i c t  c o m p l i a n c e  t o 
s u s t a i n a b l e  a n d 
environmentally-friendly 
processes and are crafted 
with the utmost care, pre-
packed and sealed in a box 
w i t h  a n  e a s y - t o - a p p ly 
instruction manual such that 
an average homeowner can 
assemble without the need 
for any form of  tools,” it 
stated. 

S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e 
p r o d u c t s ,  t h e 

Founder/Creative Director 
of  Iroko Furnitures, Precious 
Okoi, expressed optimism 
that the ready-to-assemble 
s o f a  a n d  b e d  f r a m e 
collections would usher in a 
new e ra  o f  innova t ive 
woodwork across Nigeria. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h e r , 
“Furniture is not a mere 
piece that fills a space but a 
possession that gives life to 

your space. As an ever-
advancing business,  we 
embarked on a journey to 
find uniqueness in furniture 
making to ease the needs of  
Nigerians and furniture 
lovers across the globe and 
we found a solution through 
our self-assembled furniture -
a piece of  furniture you can 
pack into a box, assemble or 
disassemble whenever or 

wherever. In simpler terms- 
We box it, you build it.”

''With a high standard of  
quality check before delivery 
and an optional service of  
professional installation, the 
sofa and bed frames in a box 
will redefine comfort and 
ease.  We are  present ly 
starting with three sofa 
des igns,  o t tomans  and 
stools.”

papers for printing, whether 
it is imported or locally 
made, the printing process 
i tsel f ,  the logist ics  of  
identifying the various 
constituencies, the banks, 
the communities, the rural 
areas and all segments of  
this country. 

“The people are not 
interested in all these details 
but you have to take into 
account how you are going 
to deliver. Is it by air, road, 
train or a combination of  all 
that?,” he added. 

He explained that the 
reason the new notes were 
not in banks when people 
needed them was due to 
poor logistics.

CBN. 
The statement titled, 

CIBN, Body of  Banks 
CEOs,  Sue  for  Ca lm, 
Reassure the Public that the 
Banks Will Remain Open 
So Long it's Safe to Do So, 
read in part, “Therefore, the 
safe ty  concer ns  being 
e x p r e s s e d  i n  va r i o u s 
quarters are already being 
addressed.

activity recovers, it will 
likely be less oil demand-
intensive than it would have 
been due to fuel switching, 
EV penetration, efficiency 
i m p r o v e m e n t s ,  a n d 
a c c e l e r a t e d  c l i m a t e 
policies. 

“ T h e  n e a r - t e r m 
demand uncertainty and 
the potential medium-to-
long-term consequences 
add to investment hurdles 
and deterrents. However, it 
also provides a valuable 
opportunity for upstream 
investments to catch supply 
up with demand. Energy 
security has re-emerged as a 
p o l i t i c a l l y  s t r a t e g i c 
imperative. This has led to 
increased gover nment 
interventionism and an 
important shift away from 
an  ene rg y  abundance 
mindset. Governments and 
investors can use this as 
both a warning and an 
opportunity.”
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Farmers score FG low on food security 

Upstream oil investments hit $499bn
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New naira: Banks will ensure workers'
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new naira crisis 
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in furniture making 



The police in Ogun 
S t a t e  o n  
February 9, 2023, 

arrested two cousins 
identified as 34-year-old 
Damilola Famoriyo and 
31-year-old Akinbayo 
Emmanuel Abiodun for 
allegedly robbing one 
A m o s  O y e m e c h i  
Chuckwuka  o f  h i s  
tricycle.

The suspect was said 
to have also killed the 
victim, dumping his 
corpse at a river bank in 
Ijebu-Ode.

The arrest followed 
information received by 
policemen at Obalende 
division, Ijebu Ode, on 
December 13 2022, that 
a lifeless body, later 
identified as that of  the 
tricycle rider, was found 
beside the river at Agoro 

here was tragedy at Tthe Ojoro area of  
Owode  Ede,  Ede 

North local government area 
of  Osun State when three 
persons died after being 
trapped inside a well.

It was gathered that two 
of  the deceased were siblings 
who worked as masons 
known in local parlance as 
bricklayers.

It was also gathered that 
t h e  m a s o n s ;  W a l i u 
Adediran, 31 years old and 
his younger brother 22-year-
old Lateef  Adediran were 
contracted to work on the 
building construction project 
of  a 46-year-old pastor 
identified as Pastor Adebayo 
Oluwasina when the incident 
occurred.

Residents of  the area, 
who witnessed the incident, 
recalled that it happened 
around 9:00am on Friday.

Speaking anonymously, 
one of  the residents revealed 
t h a t  t h e  b r o t h e r s  h a d 
commenced work as planned 
and Lateef  was drawing 
water from the well when his 
drawer fell into the well and 
he went about to recover it.

“Lateef, the younger 
brother of  the bricklayer was 
fetching water from the well 
so that they can commence 
work at the construction site. 
While he was fetching the 
water, the drawer fell into the 
well.

“The boy climbed into the 
well in order to recover it but 
did not come out. After some 
minutes, in a bid to rescue the 
boy, his elder brother who 
was his master also climbed 

“On interrogation, 
t h e  t w o  s u s p e c t s  
c o n f e s s e d  t o  t h e  
commiss ion of  the  
c r i m e .  I n  t h e i r  
s t a t e m e n t s ,  t h e y  
confessed to being a two-

has betrayed the trust of  the 
victim's and his brother in-
law, who saw him as a good 
father and guardian.

“The evidence of  the 
charge was corroborated as 
t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l 

The Inde pendent 
Corrupt Practices 
and Other Related 

Offences Commission, 
ICPC has ar rested an 
accountant  o f  Oando 
Fil l ing Station, Dutse 
Alhaji, Abuja, over alleged 
racketeering of  the new 
Naira notes.

The  Commiss ion ' s 
spokesperson, Mrs Azuka 
Ogugua, in a statement on 
Friday, said the latest arrest 
followed the continued 
o n s l a u g h t  b y  t h e 
Commiss ion on some 
elements who have taken 
advantage of  the scarcity of  
the new Naira notes to 
de f raud  unsuspec t ing 
Nigerians.

The ICPC monitoring 
team had earlier received a 
tip-off  that the said filling 
s t a t i o n  d e l i b e r a t e l y 
disconnected its Point of  

area of  Ijebu Ode.
U p o n  t h e  

information, the DPO of  
Obalende division, SP 
Murphy Salami, led 
detectives to the scene, 
where it was discovered 
that the deceased was 
macheted to death after 
which his tricycle was 
driven away.

According to the 
O g u n  S t a t e  p o l i c e  
spokesman, Abimbola 
Oyeyemi, the DPO had 
detailed his crack team to 
embark on a forensic 
investigation so as to 
unravel those behind the 
act.

Oyeyemi said their 
efforts succeeded on 
Fe b r u a r y  9 ,  w h e n  
Famoriyo, a resident of  
Awo s a n  Fa k a l e  i n  
Ikorodu, Lagos State, 

into the well and got trapped 
inside the well. He too did 
not come out.”

“When the two men 
entered the well and did not 
come out as expected, Pastor 
Oluwasina attempted to 
rescue them when he also got 
trapped in the well.

“ T h e  o w n e r  o f  t h e 
b u i l d i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n 
attempted to rescue both of  
them and he also got trapped 
in the well.

“Infact, the three corpses 
were recovered but it was 
after all efforts made at 
recovering them failed that 
we called on the Osun State 
Fire Service who eventually 
recovered their bodies from 
the well.”

C o n f i r m i n g  t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e 
spokesperson of  Osun State 
Fire Service,  Adekunle 
Ibrahim revealed that they 
h a v e  r e c o v e r e d  a n d 
evacuated the corpses.

Adekunle also added that 
the three men were trapped 
in the well as a result of  the 
presence of  Ammonia gas.

“ W h e n  w e  w e r e 
contacted, we immediately 
responded and recovered the 
three  v ic t ims  wi th  the 
coordinated efforts of  men 
of  the Federal and Osun 
S ta te  F i re  Ser v ices,  A 
Division of  the Nigerian 
Police, Ede and residents of  
the community.

“They were brought out 
dead. We have evacuated 
their corpses. Their bodies 
were taken to an undisclosed 
h o s p i t a l  b y  t h e  O ' 
Ambulance crew, where they 
were also confirmed dead 
and their bodies handed over 
to their families.”

man syndicate who 
specialized in snatching 
m o t o r c y c l e s  a n d  
tricycles in the Ijebu-Ode 
area,” he said.

Oyeyemi said the 
suspect confessed that 

penetrations in the vault of  
the victim's vaginal. I, 
therefore, hold that the 
defendant  had sexual 
intercourse with the victim 
s e v e r a l l y .  A n d  t h e 
mandatory provision is that 
once a defendant is found 

Sale (POS) services so that 
motorists could not have 
access to the Premium 
Motor Spirit using their 
Automated Teller Machine 
(ATM) cards.

Upon reaching the 
Petrol Station, the team 
discovered that motorists 
were forced to pay for the 
product in cash. Those 
without the new notes were 
directed to a POS operator 
directly opposite the Filling 
S ta t ion  to  access  the 
money.

ICPC operatives found 
out that the POS did not 

guilty of  rape, he is liable to 
life imprisonment.

“Based on the above 
reasoning and in strict 
adherence to the provisions 
o f  t h e  l aw,  I  h e r e b y 
sentence the defendant to 
life imprisonment.”

o n l y  b e l o n g  t o  t h e 
accountant of  the Filling 
Station but it was charging 
e x o r b i t a n t  r a t e s  a s 
Commission against the 
directive of  the Central 
Bank of  Nigeria (CBN).

The sum of  one million 
Naira (N1,000,000) was 
discovered with the POS 
operator, which the Team 
directed should be paid into 
a bank account.

The accountant was 
arrested alongside the POS 
o p e r a t o r  a n d  t h e 
Commission has granted 
both administrative bail.

was apprehended with 
the deceased's phone.

Famoriyo's arrest, led 
to the arrest of  his 
accomplice, who is also 
his cousin living at Block 
A, Maya, Ikorodu.

A
 High Court sitting 
in Akure, Ondo 
S t a t e ,  h a s 

sentenced a man identified 
as Sunday Oluwafemi to 
l i fe  imprisonment  for 
defiling a nine-year-old girl.

T h e  c o n v i c t  w a s 
arrested for committing the 
offence in Akure in 2019 
with his wife's niece living 
with the  couple.  And 
arraigned before Justice 
Yemi Fasanmi on one 
count of  rape.

Oluwafemi committed 
t h e  o f f e n c e  o n  2 4 t h 
November 2019, contrary 
to Section 31 (1) of  the 
Child's Right Laws of  
Ondo State, 2012 and 
Sections 218 and 257 of  the 
Criminal Code Law of  
Ondo State, 2006.

A f t e r  a  s e r i e s  o f  
a r g u m e n t s  i n  c o u r t 
proceedings, the Justice 
held that the prosecution 
had proven the case beyond 
a reasonable doubt.

Justice Yemi ruled, 
“ T h e  c o n f e s s i o n a l 
statement of  the defendant, 
with that of  the medical 
doctor, showed without 
equivocat ion that  the 
convict indeed committed 
the offence. The defendant 

they had on December 
13 lured the victim to 
c o nve y  t h e i r  f a r m  
produce from Agoro 
area to the town, and 
they agreed on a price.

”But on getting to 
Agoro/Ikangba road, 
they stopped him and 
snatched the tricycle 
from him. The deceased 
tried to struggle with 
them and they macheted 
him to death before 
dragging his corpse to 
the river bank,” it was 
stated.

The suspect had told 
the police that they have 
snatched up to eight 
tricycles in the Ijebu-Ode 
a r e a ,  s ay i n g  t h e i r  
standby buyers reside at 
Ikorodu.

Two phones of  the 
victim and the cutlass 
used in killing him had 
been recovered by the 
pol ice  even as  the 
Commissioner of  Police, 
Frank Mba, directed the 
suspects be transferred to 
State CIID for discreet 
investigation.
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Siblings, Pastor die inside
well in Osun

Man bags life imprisonment for defiling wife's
niece

Petrol station accountant in ICPC
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SPORTS
ecce won 2-1 at LA d e m o l a 
L o o k m a n ' s 

Atalanta on Sunday to take 
a big step towards Serie A 
safety and damage their 
o p p o n e n t s '  b i d  f o r 
Champions League football 
next season.

Assan Ceesay opened 
the scoring in the fourth 
minute with a thumping 
low strike from distance and 

o r m e r  S a s s u o l o Fstriker Alessandro 
Nose l l i  be l i eves 

Napoli coach Luciano 
Spalletti has helped shape 
Super Eagles striker Victor 
Osimhen to become the 
lethal force he is now.

Osimhen joined Napoli 
from Lille in 2020 in a 
blockbuster €72million 
t ransfer.  However,  he 
struggled to find his feet in 
Naples in his first year, 
majorly because of  injuries. 
In his first season, Italy 
legend Gennaro Gattuso 
was Napoli's coach.

However, the club let go 
of  Gattuso and employed 
former Roma and Inter 
Milan boss Spalletti.

Since the 63-year-old 
tact ician took over at 
N a p o l i ,  t h e  c l u b  h a s 
witnessed a lot of  progress. 
Last season, they looked 
like they were set for the 
title midway through the 
season, but they derailed 
towards the end.

Nonetheless, Napoli 
have been even better this 
season. They have the best 
defensive and attacking 
record in the league. And 
they s i t  comfy a t  the 
summit of  the Serie A.

 N i g e r i a  s t r i k e r 
Osimhen has been hot all 
season. He currently leads 

Atalanta are fifth in 
Serie A after Sunday's 
surprise defeat and AC 
Milan's 1-0 win at Monza 
on Saturday and take on the 
champions at the San Siro 
next weekend.

Gian Piero Gasperini's 
side are three points behind 
Milan and level with fourth-
placed Roma, who will 
move above Milan on goal 
difference if  they beat 
Verona.

Atalanta's push for the 
top four in Serie A was 
dented on Sunday by a 
surprise 2-1 loss at home to 
Lecce as the race for the 
C h a m p i o n s  L e a g u e 
q u a l i f y i n g  p l a c e s 
intensified.

A s s a n  C e e s ay  a n d 
Alexis Blin netted in each 
half  for  Lecce,  which 
moved 10 points clear of  the 
relegation zone with the 
win.  Rasmus Høj lund 

he remains of  former TC h e l s e a  a n d 
Newcastle winger 

Christian Atsu, who died in 
Turkey's earthquake, were 
flown home on Sunday.

The 31-year-old player 
was caught up in a 7.8-
magni tude  quake  tha t 
rocked Syria and Turkey on 
February 6, killing over 
44,000 people  in  both 
countries.

The country's foreign 
ministry on Sunday said 
that his remains will be 
accompanied by his family 
and Ghana's ambassador to 
Turkey on a Turkish airlines 
flight and will arrive in 
Accra, Ghana's capital, on 
Sunday at 7:40 pm.

T h e  m i n i s t r y ,  o n 
Saturday, said that Atsu's 
twin sister and older brother 
were present when his body 
was recovered at the site.

”His  widow Marie -

closest when his powerful 
l e f t - foo ted  s t r ike  was 
brill iantly kept out by 
Wladimiro Falcone, who 
made sure Lecce did the 
double over Atalanta.

Marco Baroni's team 
are 13th and 10 points 
above Verona, who sit just 
inside the relegation zone 
and take on Atalanta's top-
four rivals Roma on Sunday 
night.

few years that Osimhen will 
stay in Naples as much as 
possible.

“Osimhen gives Napoli 
that extra something in 
terms of  quality, to try and 
win the Scudetto.

“Having an offensive 
department that gives you 
that little bit extra on a 
general level makes you do 
well,” Noselli added.

O s i m h e n  s c o r e d  a 
beauty against Sassuolo on 
Friday night to help them to 
a 2-0 victory. He now has 
100 career goals.

If  the Partenopeans can 

continue at their current 

pace and Osimhen keeps 

scoring, they could be 

ce lebrat ing  the i r  f i r s t 

Scudetto in over 30 years.

Ademola Lookman 
thought he had leveled 
almost immediately after 
the restart but it was ruled 
out for offside.

Instead, Lecce doubled 
its lead in the 74th minute 
when a corner was taken 
short and the ball whipped 
in by Gabriel Strefezza for a 
completely unmarked Blin 
to head home.

Lecce gifted Atalanta a 
way back into the match 
w h e n  g o a l k e e p e r 
W l a d i m i r o  F a l c o n e 
hesitated on a clearance 
allowing Højlund to close 
and deflect the ball into the 
net.

That set up a nervy 
finale but Falcone atoned 
for his error by pushing Luis 
Muriel's ferocious strike 
over the bar in stoppage 
time.

Twitter, said: “There are no 
words  to  descr ibe  our 
sadness.

“We will not forget you, 
Atsu. Peace be upon you, 
beautiful person.”

He previously played for 
his national team, the Black 
Stars.

Ghana's President Nana 
Akufo-Addo said: “Football 
has lost one of  its finest 
ambassadors, one who will 
be difficult to replace.”

Alexis Blin headed in the 
crucial second in the 74th 
minute.

Young gun Rasmus 
Hojlund pulled one back 
late on with his second in as 
many weeks to take his 
season's tally to six, but 
Atalanta couldn't make the 
most of  the seven minutes 
of  added time to snatch a 
point.

L u i s  M u r i e l  w e n t 

the League's goalscorers' 
charts with 17 goals, a 
personal best for him.

The former Lille man 
had been deadly, and he has 
shown prowess on the 
ground and for aerial balls.

Former Sassuolo striker 
Noselli has been impressed 
by Osimhen's brilliance, 
and he believes it is because 
of  Spalletti's influence.

“Osimhen is very close 
to Haaland, Spalletti made 
him what he is now even 
t h o u g h  h e  h a s  t h e 
characteristics and desire of  
a great striker,” Noselli told 
Napoli Magazine.

“Finding yourself  in a 
situation like this year gives 
you a crazy boost. We also 
hope for the rest of  the next 

p u l l e d  o n e  b a c k  f o r 
Atalanta three minutes 
from time.

However, Atalanta was 
level on points with fourth-
place Roma and two ahead 
of  Lazio. Roma was playing 
r e l e g a t i o n - t h r e a t e n e d 
Hellas Verona later while 
L a z i o  w a s  v i s i t i n g 
struggling Salernitana.

Ata lanta  had  been 
hoping to move level with 
third-place AC Milan, 
ahead of  their match next 
week.

But it got off  to the 
worst possible start as 
Ceesay drove a low shot 
into the bottom left corner 
from more than 30 yards 
out to give Lecce the lead in 
the fourth minute.

Atalanta coach Gian 
Piero Gasperini was furious 
with his players in the first 
half  but the home team 
improved after the break.

Claire Rupio and their three 
children were in the stands 
a t  S t  Ja m e s '  Pa r k  o n 
Saturday to join in a tribute 
t o  t h e  p l a y e r  b e f o r e 
Newcastle's Premier League 
match against Liverpool.

Hours before the quake 
struck, Atsu, on February 5, 
scored the last of  his 33 
career goals for Hatayspor 
in Turkey's Super Lig.

His Turkish top-flight 
club, in homage to him on 

Lecce stun UCL chasers Atalanta
…As Lookman's efforts not enough to rescue them from home defeat

Turkey earthquake: Remains of Christian
Atsu flown home

Spalletti transformed Osimhen's
scoring skills – Noselli

Man bags life imprisonment for
defiling wife's niece

Petrol station accountant in
ICPC net over new Naira
notes racketeering


