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Abia APC faction blasts Tinubu for 
endorsing  Emenike
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

U
che Ogah-led faction 
of   All Progressive 
Congress (APC), 

has cautioned  Asiwaju Bola 
Tinubu against meddling in 
the affairs of   Abia State chap-
ter of  the APC.

The party also took a swipe 
at the APC Presidential can-
didate for intervening in a 
matter  which is already in 
Court.

In a statement by Mr Ofor 
Okorie, the publicity secretary 
of  the party, Ogah-led APC 
vowed that Dr Ogah would 
not withdraw his case against 
Chief  Ikechi Emenike.

According to Okorie, Uche 
Ogah’s case against his rival 
guber candidate, Chief  Ikechi 
Emenike abd others which 
is   due for decision by the 
Supreme Court, would end in 
Ogah’s favour.

The party wondered why 
Asiwaju Tinubu should ad-
vise a candidate with a genu-
ine case in the Supreme Court 
to withdraw the matter even 
when the applicant has al-
ready availed the Court with 

facts.
On the violence that erupt-

ed at Umuahia township 
stadium during Tinubu ’s 
presidential campaign rally, 
Okorie alleged that thugs loy-
al to Chief  Ikechi Emenike  
and Hon Nkeiruka Onyejio-
cha invaded the stadium to at-
tack Uche Ogah and Senator 
Orji Uzor Kalu’s supporters.

He further alleged that 
Tinubu’s presidential rally in 
Umuahia was shunned by 
APC stalwarts which accord

Ortom shuns PDP’s presidential campaign rally at Benue

B
enue State Gover-
nor, Samuel Ortom, 
his deputy, Benson 

Abounu, commissioners, 
aides and the 22 local gov-
ernment chairmen of  the 
state were absent at the cam-
paign rally of  the presidential 
candidate of  Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party, Alhaji Atiku 
Abubakar.

Benue is being controlled 
by PDP with the national 
chairman of  the party, Sen-
ator Iyorchia Ayu, hailing 
from the state.

Leading the campaign ral-
ly for Atiku in the state are 
former governor of  the state, 
Senator Gabriel Suswam, 
former president of  the Sen-

ate, David Mark, and the 
three senators representing 
Zone A, B and C; Suswam, 
Orker Jev and Abba Moro, 
were in attendance.

Also, the party governor-
ship candidate and his deputy, 
Titus Uba and John Ngbede, 
respectively, and some state 
working committee members 
attended the rally.

Speaking at the rally, Ayu 
appealed to Ortom, who had 
not shown support for Atiku, 
to join hands with the party to 
be able to rescue the country.

Ayu said that he met with 
one of  the G-5 governors, the 
Abia State Governor, Okezie 
Ikpeazu, two days ago and 
also urged him to work with 

them.
According to the PDP 

chairman, there is no division 
in the party.

Ayu said, “What we have 
is some of  our members who 
are aggrieved but we are ap-
pealing to Governor Ortom 
to come back and join us to 
rescue the country. Governor 
Ortom has nowhere to go. 
We have already resolved our 
issue with Governor of  Abia 
State, Okezie Ikpeazu. I was 
with him two days ago and 
he has agreed to work for the 
success of  our party.”

Atiku, while speaking with 
the mammoth crowd at the 
rally, promised to ensure that 
the crisis between the people 

Attack on Odoh: 

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Odohzhia Ebonyi 
APGA Campaign 
council has announced 

the passing away of  Inspector 
Ibrahim Kudu, a Police In-
spector who was shot on the 
chest during the attack on the 
APGA Governorship can-
didate in Ebonyi, Professor 
Benard Odoh.

The director, Media and 
Publicity, Odohzhia Eb-
onyi Campaign council  Mr 
Charles Otu disclosed this in 
a statement in Abakaliki.

He said the deceased died  
at the Alex Ekwueme Fed-

eral Teaching Hospital, Ab-
akaliki, AE-FUTHA from 
injuries he sustained during 
the gun duel with assassins 
who attacked the convoy of  
our gubernatorial candidate 
while on his way back from 
a campaign rally in Ezzaegu, 
Ishielu Local Government 
Area of  the State.

He said “Kudu, a native 
of  Niger State and a devote 
Muslim was posted to Pro-
fessor Odoh from the Special 
Protection Unit, SPU, Base 4 
Portharcourt, Rivers State”. 

“His body will be laid to 
rest today according to Mus-
lim rites in his home State”, 
he stated.

Meanwhile, the APGA 
Campaign council has ac-
cused operatives of  Ebubeagu 
Security Network  of  killing 
one Elom Oscar  Chinonso, a 
native of  Ndiagu orie, Umu-
Ogudu Akpu Ngbo commu-
nity in Ohaukwu Local Gov-
ernment Area of  the state. 

The director, Media and 
Publicity, Odohzhia Eb-
onyi Campaign council  Mr 
Charles Otu who also alleged 
the killing said “the young 
business man was reportedly 
killed in his shop”.

He said “a member and an 
ardent supporter of  APGA 
from the area who spoke  
about the ugly incident said 

the victim was shot by armed 
Ebubeagu operatives who 
rode on a branded APC Sien-
na vehicle”.

“Again, our hearts are se-
verely grieved that the Ebonyi 
State APC government under 
the leadership of  Engr. David 
Umahi has continued on it’s 
mute mode while watching 
rampaging Ebubeagu militia 
kill innocent citizens of  our 

dear State all for power grab-
bing”.

“While calling on the Po-
lice authorities to now expe-
dite action in arresting those 
who attacked our Governor-
ship candidate’s convoy to 
speedy justice, we also reiter-
ate our persistent calls on the 
Inspector General of  Police, 
Usman Baba to bring his 
words to effect that all dead-

ly quasi security outfit like 
Ebubeagu will not feature 
or partake in the activities 
leading to and during and 
after the February 25th and 
March 11th general elections 
in Nigeria”.

“For us, this is one attack, 
too many. May the souls of  
the faithfully-departed rest in 
the bosom of  the Lord!”,  he 
said.

Uzodimma promises automatic
employment to best graduating 
student as IMSU graduate students
By Grace Ofurum

T
he Imo State gover-
nor Sen. Hope Uzo-
dimma has promised  

automatic employment to 
the best graduating student 
of  Imo State University.

The governor stated this 
during the 8th convocation 
ceremony of  the institution 
held last weekend in Ower-
ri.

The governor Said the res-
olution is part of  his admin-
istration to encourage excel-
lence in scholarship.

While congratulating 
the students, the Governor 
urged them to be true am-
bassadors of  the institution 
and illuminate new light for 
the state, the country and 
their families.

He seized the opportunity 
to inform  some of  the awar-
dees of  the institution who 
he described were selected 
based on their contribution 
to humanity to bring forth 
their ideas that will further 
develop the institution.

In his speech, the gover-
nor reminded the institu-
tion on its role of  constantly 
gauging and monitoring the 
heartbeats of  their immedi-
ate society so as to direct all 
towards innovativeness.

He urged the state Univer-
sity to live up to its expecta-
tions of  providing guidance, 
services and offering effec-
tive ideas that should lead 
the society towards  the goals 
of  the shared prosperity phi-
losophy. He further prom-
ised that his administration 

will do all that is required to 
ensure the institution fulfils 
it’s noblest expectation.

The pro chancellor of  
the institution, Sir Ernest 
Nwapa while speaking at 
the convocation, expressed 
delight to the state governor, 
Hope Uzodinma for restor-
ing the institution and inugu-
rating the council members 
comprising seasoned person-
alities to run the affairs of  the 
school and has improved the 
monthly subvention even in 
the face of  harsh economy.

He also thanked the gov-
ernor for sustaining the staff  
salary during the 8- month 
ASUU strike and asked him 
not to relent in his efforts.

The vice chancellor of  the 
institution, prof, Uchefu-
la Ugonna Chukwumaeze 

in his address thanked the 
governor and Tetfund for 
upgrading the infrastructural 
need of  the institution and  
called on Imo citizens to 
support the growth and de-
velopment of  the institution.

The VC also reminded the 
the governor to ensure the 
security of  the students by 
providing more hostels on 
the campus and save those 
living off  campus the high 
Cost of  hostel accommoda-
tion amongst others.

The VC further charged 
the graduands on excellence 
as Imo stars and reminded 
them that the perfection of  
academic excellence lies in 
its translation into trans-
forming the society with 
their invaluable services.

ing to him, resulted to scanty 
crowd.

Tinubu had in his address 
to his supporters in Abia, 
urged Dr Uche Ogah to 
withdraw his case against 
Chief  Ikechi Emenike from 
Supreme Court as according 
to Tinubu, Emenike is the 
choice of  the people.

“Uche Ogah, go and 
withdraw your case against 
Emenike from Court. With-
draw it and you come and 
meet  me”, Tinubu said .

of  the state and Fulani herd-
ers would be resolved if  voted 
into office.

He said, “I am the umbrel-
la of  Tiv people worldwide. If  
you vote for me, I will make 
sure peace return to Benue 
State. I will come to the state 
and make sure Fulani signs a 
peace pact with the people of  
the state.”

He further assured the peo-
ple of  Benue State that he 
would fix the federal roads 
that pass through the state, 
just as he promised to reopen 
the railway line that passed 
through the state and ensure 
that the Academic Staff  Un-
ion of  Universities no longer 
embarks on strike.

h e  W o r l d  B a n k TCountry Off ice in 
Nigeria has disclosed 

that the incessant fuel scarcity 
and the inability of  Nigerians 
to access the new note may 
influence uncertainty ahead 
of  the February 25 and March 
10 elections in the country.

It said the deadline for old 
no tes  wi l l  soc ia l ly  and 
e c o n o m i c a l l y  a f f e c t 
vulnerable people in the 
country.

“The shortage of  cash 
compounds fuel shortages 
which have been ongoing for 
months.

“There is a clear risk that 
cash shortages cause hardship 
and frustration which could 
escalate social  tensions, 
especially in a febrile political 
e nv i r o n m e n t  a h e a d  o f  
elections on February 25 
( p r e s i d e n t i a l  a n d 
parliamentary) and March 11 
( g u b e r n a t o r i a l ) , ”  t h e 
document read.

The bank further disclosed 
45 per cent of  Nigerian adults 
had a bank account, 34 per 
cent pay or receive money 
digitally over the past year, 
while nine per cent made an 
in-store payment by digital 
means.

It projected Nigeria would 
not be able to attain a quick 
increase in digital payment to 
enhance the shortages of  new 
notes across the country 
within the stipulated deadline.

“At about 9 per cent of  
total transactions, the level of  
digital payments remains very 
limited when compared to 
peer countries, limiting the 
number of  digital use cases for 
m o s t  p e o p l e ' s  d a i l y 
transactions,” it said.

Redesigned Naira, fuel scarcity
may influence 2023 election
– World Bank warns

Hospitalized officer dies, another
supporter allegedly killed 
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Governor Hope Uzodimma commissions Imo Waste Management Agency Trucks and Waste bins.

Focus on positive aspect of Naira redesign
policy, UBA GMD/CEO tells Nigerians 
By Grace Ofurum

F
ollowing the challeng-
es been experienced 
by Nigerians to access 

the new naira notes, the 
GMD/CEO of  United Bank 
for Africa, Chief  Oliver C. 
Alawuba has adviced that 
people should focus of  the 
positive implications of  the 
naira redesign policy which 
is meant to better the econ-
omy of  the country rather 
than criticising the policy.

He stated this while field-

ing questions form journal-
ists in Owerri after receiv-
ing an honourary Doctorate 
award from Imo State Uni-
versity last weekend.

The CEO regretted that 
the policy might be suffer-
ing some set backs for now 
but will be beneficial in the 
long run.

On the allegation of  the 
commercial banks trying 
to fustrate the redesign pol-
icy, he maintained that the 
CBN and the deposit money 
banks are working assidu-

ously to ensure the worka-
bility of  the new policy. He 
urged people to be patient 
with the system as it will 
finally come into fruition 
to the improvement of  the 
economy.

“ I believe  that the CBN is 
working with deposit money 
banks to make sure that the 
aspirations and objectives of 
the redesign policy comes 
into fruition in the economy 
of  our country”, he said.

He also said that both the 
private and public sector are 

working in tandem to solve 
the economic challenges be-
develling the country at the 
moment.

The CEO who bagged an 
award at IMSU expressed 
thanks to the staff  of  the bank 
and urged their customers 
to continue to patronise and 
support the bank at this time 
of economic crises.

He disclosed he will con-
tinue to put in more efforts, 
commitment and render sup-
port to humanity as his job 
requires.

Fed High Court bars PDP from suspending Wike
A 

Federal High Court 
in Abuja on Monday 
restrained the Peo-

ples Democratic Party (PDP) 
from suspending or expelling 
the Governor of  Rivers, Nye-
som Wike, from the party.

Justice James Omotosho 
made the order following an 
ex-parte motion filed by Gov-
ernor Wike against the PDP 
and its top officials.

It was gathered that Wike, 
in the motion marked: FHC/
ABJ/CS/139/2023, had 
sued the PDP, its National 
Working Committee (NWC) 
and National Executive 
Committee (NEC).

Others joined in the ap-
plication dated and filed on 
Feb. 2 included the National 
Chairman of  PDP, Dr. Iyor-
chia Ayu; National Secretary 

of  PDP, Senator Samuel An-
yanwu, and the Independent 
National Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC) as 1st to 6th re-
spondents respectively.

The governor is praying for 
an order directing all parties 
to maintain status quo and 
staying all actions in the mat-
ter relating to the threat to 
suspend or expel him by the 
1st to 5th respondents pend-

ing the hearing and deter-
mination of  the originating 
motion.

Wike also asked for an or-
der of  the court granting him 
leave to serve the motion on 
notice, originating motion 
and all other processes of  the 
court in the suit on the 1st to 
5th respondents by substitut-
ed means, by pasting all the 
said processes at the PDP 

National Secretariat.
After hearing Wike’s law-

yer, Dr. J. Y. Musa, SAN, Jus-
tice Omotosho granted all the 
reliefs sought.

“All parties in this suit shall 
maintain peace and shall not 
take any action or step or act 
that may make the outcome 
of  the motion on notice dat-
ed and filed on 2nd February, 
2023 nugatory and worthless.

“That any act or step or 
action made so as to make 
the outcome of  the motion 
on notice dated and filed on 
2nd February, 2023 nugatory 

shall be a nullity.
“That leave is hereby grant-

ed to the applicant (Wike) to 
serve the originating motion, 
motion on notice and all 
other processes of  this court 
in this suit on the 1st to 5th 
respondents by substituted 
means to wit, by pasting all 
the said processes of  court on 
PDP National Secretariat, 
Wadata Plaza, Wuse Zone 
5, Federal Capital Territory, 
Abuja,” he said.

The judge, consequently, 
adjourned the matter until 
Feb. 14 for hearing.

Hold Judiciary, security agencies, INEC
liable if democracy fails - Wike

G
overnor Nyesom 
Wike of  Rivers State 
has said that Nige-

ria’s judiciary, security agen-
cies and the Independent Na-
tional Electoral Commission, 
INEC, should be held respon-
sible should the nation’s de-
mocracy collapse.

Wike, while swearing in 
five Rivers State High Court 
judges and two Customary 
Court of  Appeal judges, yes-
terday, in Port Harcourt, said 
with enabling laws in place, 
Nigeria’s democracy should 
be safeguarded if  the judi-
ciary, security agencies and 
INEC were alive to their re-
sponsibilities with regards to 

the 2023 general election.
He charged the new judges: 

“To be firm, particularly this 
critical period when we are 
entering a transition period. I 
believe that the legislature has 
done its part by making the 
relevant laws in order to lead 
us. No law is permanent, no 
law is so perfect.

“As time goes on, there will 
be amendments based on ex-
isting realities. But now, it is 
the duty of  the judiciary, se-
curity agencies, and INEC to 
save this country. If  this coun-
try collapses in this transition 
period, they should hold the 
judiciary, security agencies 
and INEC responsible.

“If  INEC wants to conduct 
a free and fair election that 
they can do. If  the security 
agencies want, there will be 
peace. And if  judiciary want 
the law to be interpreted the 
way it is, that they can do so. 
When that is done, people 
will be happy, people will 
have confidence that we are 
getting it right.

“But when you begin to see 
a lot of  interpretations, you 
begin to wonder where we 
are heading. Different inter-
pretations not from lawyers, 
but from the courts on the 
same subject matter.”

To the newly sworn-in 
judges, Wike said a lot of  

Falana-led group threatens 
nationwide protest over fuel, 
Naira scarcity

T
he Alliance on Sur-
viving Covid-19 and 
Beyond (ASCAB) 

has threatened a nationwide 
protest if  the Federal Gov-
ernment fails to proffer an 
immediate solution the scar-
city of  fuel and naira notes 
in the country.

The group, in a state-
ment signed by its interim 
Chairman, Femi Falana, on 
Monday, said the currency 
and fuel crises constitute an 
unprecedented challenge to 
economic survival of  ordi-
nary people in the country.

According to Falana, 
these issues may threaten 
the 2023 elections.

He stated, “Unless the 
twin crises of  fuel and cur-
rency scarcity are imme-
diately resolved within the 
timeline given by the Presi-
dent, ASCAB has resolved 
to call on the Nigerian peo-
ple to commence series of  
peaceful mass actions in 

their communities to resist 
the unjustifiable economic 
hardship which may compel 
postponement of  the forth-
coming elections as INEC 
has hinted.

“If  the Federal Govern-
ment fails to resolve the twin 
crises of  fuel and currency 
scarcity before February 10, 
2023 the country will wit-
ness nationwide peaceful 
mass actions by the Nigerian 
people,” ASCAB said.

Presidency: Dogara insists North needs 
another 4 years to meet up with South

F
ormer Speaker of  the 
Federal House Rep-
resentatives, Rt.Hon. 

Yakubu Dogara has said 
that for equity and justice, 
Nigerians should support 
the North to produce the 
next President that will com-
plete additional four years to 
meet up with the South.

According to him, simple 
calculations showed that the 
southern region of  Nige-
ria ruled the country for 14 
years, while the Northern re-
gion only ruled for 10 years.

Speaking on Monday as 
Guest Speaker in Zonk-
wa, Kaduna state during 
the election campaign and 
presentation of  flags to the 
People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP) Senatorial candidate, 
Sunday Marshall Katung, 
and other candidates for fed-
eral constituencies in South-
ern Kaduna, Dogara said 
Nigerians needed unity now 
more than ever because the 

country was divided by the 
ruling All Progressives Con-
gress ( APC).

He said: “To those say-
ing why should a Muslim 
succeed another Muslim? I 
will say to them, the truth 
is what every Christian is 
called to. And if  we must 
say the truth, Jonathan is 
a Christian, Obasanjo is a 
Christian, Obasanjo ruled 
for eight years, and Jonathan 
ruled for six years. 

So, if  we sum the two to-
gether, we, I said we because 
I am a Christian, we have 
ruled this country for 14 
years. Buhari has ruled for 
eight years and Yar’Adua 
ruled for two years, mak-
ing a total of  10 years. So, 
we can only be just by al-
lowing the Muslims have a 
balance of  four years. Also, 
the two Christian Presidents 
are from the South, so, the 
North has a balance of  four 
years.

responsibilities lie on their 
shoulders under another 
transition circle, adding that 
it was meaningless for them 
to know the law and lack the 
courage to firmly declare its 
intent and spirit glaringly over 
cases before them.

Those sworn-in as judges 
of  the state High Court at the 
Executive Council Chambers 
of  Government House, yes-
terday, were Justice Asivo-
suo Oriye, Justice Comfort 
Adangor, Justice Beauty Em-
manuel-Okere, Justice Omo-
nigho Nwibani and Justice 
Prince Mini.

Those of  the Rivers State 
Customary Court of  Appeal 
sworn in were Justice Odi-
ki Daniel-Kalio and Justice 
Tetenwi Eleraobari.
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Editorial

he Corporate Council on Africa (CCA), Tthe leading U.S. business association 
that focuses solely on connecting 

business interests between the United States 
and  Afr ica,  has  indicated  i t s  s t rong 
commitment towards holding the 15th U.S.-
Africa Business Summit (USABS) next July in 
Gaborone, Botswana. 

The 15th USABS theme “Enhancing 
Africa's Value in Global Value Chains” will 
highlight multi-dimensional issues that was 
heavily discussed during the business forum 
held on the second day of the U.S.-Africa 
leaders' summit in Washington. The decision 
was taken during the last U.S.-African leaders 
gathering held under the chairmanship of the 
President Joe Biden. The primary aim is to 
strengthen and broaden bilateral business and 
investment across Africa.

During that mid-December meeting, 
President Biden announced more than $55 
billion in new U.S. government programs to 
support trade, investment and development in 
Africa along with more than $15 billion in new 
trade and investment deals made by private 
sector companies that were in attendance.

The Corporate Council on Africa said that 
the Gaborone business event would bring 
together a number of African heads of state, 
senior U.S. and African government officials, 
and top CEO's and senior business executives 
from the U.S. and Africa spanning major 
business sectors that are critical to the 
continent's development. These include 
infrastructure, ICT /digital, health, energy, 
mining, agriculture, consumer goods, finance, 
tourism and creative industries.

In order to set the ball rolling, Corporate 
Council on Africa (CCA) President and CEO 
Florizelle Liser visited on official working 
program in Gaborone, the Republic of 
Botswana. During the early February working 
visit, Florizelle Liser held talks with 
Mokgweetsi Masisi, President of the Republic 
of Botswana, and other key officials of the 
relevant ministries in Gaborone where she was 
given the highest assurance of mobilizing the 
ministries and to work collaboratively with 
CCA. 

Florizel le  Liser  with  Minister  of 
Investment, Trade and Industry, Mmusi 
Kgafela agreed that the summit will be held 
July 11-14 in Gaborone which will attempt 
highlighting various opportunities for greater 
collaboration between the U.S. and African 
private sector. It will also build on and advance 
those earlier discussions further on deepening 
U.S.-Africa economic engagement and business 
ties.

According to Florizelle Liser, the U.S.-
Africa Business Summit is an important 
platform and opportunity to again bring 
together U.S. and African government and 
private sector leaders to grow U.S.-Africa 
trade, business, and mutually beneficial gains 
for the people and businesses of both the United 
States and Africa.

Welcoming African entrepreneurs, Africa-
American and African leaders for a reception 
las December, Secretary of  State Antony 
Blinken said the United States was guided by 
the principle of close partnership with Africa. 
“We can't solve any of the really big challenges 
we face if we don't work together. So it's about 

what we can do with African countries and its 
people, and the United States,” Blinken said. 

That however, the Gaborone high-level 
business dialogue and interaction will set the 
scene for reviewing the multi-dimensional 
opportunities both in public and private sectors, 
how to strengthen the economic partnership 
and work on large-scale investments in key 
sectors for the United States and Africa. The 
United States investors are prepared to adjust 
their initiatives and pursue agreements that go 
beyond African Growth and Opportunity Act 
(AGOA).

In terms of broadening trade and economic 
cooperation, according to sources, the potential 
American investors would examine ways for 
exploring and leveraging unto the African 
Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA). The 
AfCFTA aims at creating a single market with 
an estimated 1.3 billion population, and 
ultimately requires all kinds of  business 
services and consumable products. Quite 
challenging though, but there are new 
legislations that stipulate localizing production 
and distribution inside Africa.

The forthcoming summit will drive billions 
of dollars of investment in Africa, build new 
markets for American products and create 
thousands of jobs for African and American 
workers.

The 14th US-Africa Business Summit from 
July 19 – 22 under the theme 'Building Forward 
Together' was held in Marrakech (Morocco) in 
partnership with the Kingdom of Morocco and 
Africa50 (the pan-African infrastructure 
investment platform). The three-day summit 
included plenaries and panel sessions 
highlighting key economic recovery strategies 
and focused on a range of sectors and issues, 
including health and vaccine access, trade, 
digital transformation, infrastructure, 
financing, small and medium scale enterprises, 
tourism, women's leadership and investment 
opportunities in various African countries.

The Corporate Council on Africa was 
extremely grateful for the excellent partnership 
of the Kingdom of Morocco as the summit host, 
and partner Africa50 as well as summit 
sponsors including Royal Air Maroc (the 
summit official airline), Axxess, Jean Boulle 
Group, Pfizer, Visa, USP, Amazon, Gilead, 
Trimble, IHS Towers, Trade and Development 
Bank, Acrow Bridge, Trinity Energy, Citi, 
Flutterwave Inc., P&G, DLA Piper LLP, 
Attijariwafa Bank, Maroc Telecom, Creative 
Associates, Google, Cross-Boundary and 
Frontier Bridge. 

Corporate Council on Africa uniquely 
represents a broad cross section of member 
companies from small and medium size 
businesses to multinationals as well as U.S. and 
African firms. As a further major step to 
strengthen relations, it will be working on 
comprehensive programs, concrete initiatives 
and various investment projects in Africa. The 
White House looks to use the existing 
opportunities to deepen as many partnerships 
as possible and to ultimately build confidence 
with Africa.

We therefore urge Africans, especially 
those who will participate in the summit to take 
advantage the programme to regenerate and 
further develop the US-Africa Business 
relationship and space.

Wednesday 8 - Thursday 9 February, 2023 

15th U.S.-Africa Business
Summit loading in Botswana
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Opinion

esterday morning, while on Ythe flagship show of  Arise 
News – The Morning Show- 

I took special notice during the 
newspaper review with Emmanuel 
Efeni and the segment titled “What's 
Trending” with Ojy Okpe, of  the 
editorial by the ThisDay newspaper 
o f  t h e  d a y  t i t l e d :  “ I n t e r i m 
Government: Perish The Thought”. I 
pointed out  that  having been 
Chairman of  the Editorial Board of  a 
major Nigerian newspaper for 11 
years, before moving on to other 
engagements in the public sphere, I 
am aware that when a newspaper 
publishes its editorial on the front 
page, as ThisDay did yesterday, it 
amounts to screaming, an outcry, a 
shout out, a call for urgent attention 
and a signal that the subject being 
talked about is most important. 
Ordinarily, a newspaper's opinion is 
planned for the editorial pages, but 
when it jumps to the front page, it 
means  the  newspaper ' s  board 
considers it a high priority issue. I 
argued that the newspaper acted 
rightly by putting this particular 
editorial in its window space. I also 
concurred with all the submissions by 
the newspaper. The purpose of  this 
piece is to expand the subject further, 
and develop some of  the points that 
may not have been fully fleshed out in 
a restricted editorial writing space.

ThisDay pegged its editorial on 
the declaration by Asiwaju Bola 
A h m e d  T i nu b u ,  P r e s i d e n t i a l 
candidate of  the All Progressives 
Congress (APC), last week, in Ekiti, 
that there is a hidden plan to subvert 
the 2023 general elections so that an 
interim government can be imposed 
on Nigeria. The paper writes wisely: 
“Although Tinubu did not mention 
names or elaborate on how this 
scheme would work, coming from the 
candidate of  the ruling party at the 
centre, such a weighty allegation is 
enough for us to warn against any 
attempt to scuttle the presidential 
election slated for February 25. 
Whatever may be behind an idea of  
interim government, we must remind 
them that in the Nigeria of  today, 
nobody can get power through the 
back door or by trying to foist their 
will on the collective.” The newspaper 
argued further that (1) any attempt to 
short-circuit the electoral process is 
unacceptable; (2) that three weeks to 
the elections, the idea of  forming an 
interim government is diversionary 
and dangerous; (3) that the idea is 
unknown to the 1999 Constitution 
and the military cannot be co-opted to 
support such illegality; (4) that there is 
no mortal threat to the 2023 general 
elections, where there are challenges, 
those challenges must be addressed by 
the state because it is its duty to do so 
by addressing the current twin 
challenges of  cash and fuel scarcity 
a n d  f i n a l l y  ( 5 )  t h e  Fe d e r a l 
Government must support the 
electoral umpire, INEC with logistics 
including security arrangements 
while the President is expected to 
stand firm and protect our democracy. 
The newspaper concludes: “Let all 
those interested in power use the 
platform of  electoral politics and let's 
all have faith in the in-built self-
correcting capacity of  the democratic 
order.” I cannot agree more. The 
editorial is timely and pungent 

enough. It is worthy of  attention and 
further elaboration.

The idea of  an Interim National 
Government was a contraption 
introduced into Nigeria's grammar of  
politics and governance by the 
military administration led by 
General Ibrahim Babangida when in 
August 1993, having messed up the 
general elections of  June 1993, 
Babangida decided to “step aside” (in 
retrospect, whatever that meant) and 
chose to hand over power to an 
interim government headed by Chief  
Ernest Adegunle Shonekan. The 
interim government lasted from 27 
August 1993 when it was formed till 
17 November 1993, less than 90 days 
when it was dissolved by General 
Sani Abacha who had been left 
behind by Babangida as Secretary of  
Defence, and who thought that 
becoming a Head of  State of  Nigeria 
was his turn, not Shonekan's. This 
“Emilokan” thing did not start 
yesterday in Nigerian politics. 
Shonekan was a lawyer and a 
prominent technocrat who rose to the 
headship of  the United African 
Company (UAC) in Nigeria. He was 
the product of  a deal hatched with the 
British and other stakeholders. It all 
ended in tears. For the 88 days that the 
ING was in power, the country 
drifted. Strikes by union workers. 
High inflation. The media refused to 
co-operate. The South West media 
called the government – “fidihe” – in 
Yoruba language, this means sitting 
on a chair with one lap of  the 
buttocks, in other words, not sitting 
properly.

Pro-democracy groups protested 
about the rot that Babangida left 
behind and called for a recognition of  
the mandate of  the Nigerian people 
that had been won by Basorun MKO 
Abiola in the annulled June 12 
Presidential election. A Lagos High 
Court in fact nullified Shonekan's 
position and declared the ING illegal. 
On November 17, 1993, General Sani 
Abacha, Secretary of  Defense, as he 
then was, forced Shonekan to resign. 
It was the shortest-lived government 
in Nigerian history. The Head of  the 
ING could not put up any resistance. 
He had no control over the troops. He 
was a seasoned technocrat, a board 
room guru, who found himself  in the 
uncharted waters of  Nigeria's power 
game, far more complex than what 
suit-wearing, overpaid executives do 
in air-conditioned board rooms. He 
didn't need too much persuasion for 
him to drop a resignation letter and 
embark on a rapid dialogue with his 
legs. The ING collapsed. Abacha 
took over. What followed was 
absolute chaos and anarchy. Nigeria 
is yet to recover from the agony of  
Babangida's folly and Abacha's 
tyranny!

T h e  i d e a  o f  a n  I n t e r i m 
G o v e r n m e n t  t h e n  w a s 
unconstitutional then as ruled by the 
court of  Justice Dolapo Akinsanya of  
the High Court of  Lagos who 
declared that the Decree No 61, that 
brought the ING into power was 
unconstitutional and therefore null 
and void. It was not only the 
Const i tut ion that  faul ted  the 
legitimacy of  the ING, Shonekan's 
appointment stood on nothing. He 
was an appointee. He did not gain 
power through a coup or an election. 
He is the only Nigerian leader at the 

centre, in history, who was not 
allowed to exercise the powers of  a 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the Armed 
Forces. His exit from power was a 
major turning point in Nigeria's 
century-old relation with the United 
African Company (UAC), formerly, 
the Royal Niger Company, a grand 
s y m b o l  o f  c o l o n i a l i s m  a n d 
imperialism.

The sub-text of  the editorial by 
this newspaper is that history should 
not be allowed to repeat itself. With 
the return to democracy since 1999, 
the kind of  impunity with which the 
military junta treated the laws of  the 
land should not be allowed. The 
soldiers may have left the scene, but 
their civilian successors and the 
soldiers now wearing flowing, 
bulbous civilian gowns, have the 
same mind-set: to do as they wish 
and subvert the people's will. In 
1993, it was said that General 
Olusegun Obasanjo, as he then was, 
was the person who recommended 
Shonekan, his kinsman for the 
position of  the Head of  the ING. It 
is also being said currently that the 
idea of  an ING is being led by the 
same Obasanjo. He has a duty to 
clarify his position on the matter. I 
share the view that Nigeria does not 
need an ING. I also think nobody, 
male or female, should allow 
himself  or herself  to be used to 
subvert the current electoral process. 
The military thought they could get 
away with it in 1993, but they could 
not. They did not. This country does 
not belong to a cabal, or whatever 
name they go by – it belongs to all of  
us, and indeed ordinary Nigerians 
have a say in the matter. The sub-text 
of  the  edi tor ia l  by  ThisDay 
newspaper under reference is that 
any attempt to scuttle this year's 
general elections in Nigeria would 
be an act of  sabotage or treason. 
And nobody born of  a woman, or 
not of  a woman, who claims to be 
Nigerian should agree to be used as 
a dummy to mess up this 2023 
election process.

To state the matter as it is, 
Nigerians have invested a lot in this 
process. They have queued up to get 
registered. They have spent weeks 
trying to get their Permanent Voter's 
Cards, (PVCs) which is the only 
object recognized by the Bi-modal 
Voters Registration System (BVAS). 
The deadline for the issuance of  
PVCs by INEC ended over the 
weekend, but the desperation 
exercised in  the  face  of  the 
incompetence of  INEC officials, 
and the protests by the people 
indicate that this would be an 
election like no other since 1999. 
This much was confirmed by a poll 
result by Nextier, a polling agency 
which apart from predicting a likely 
run-off, says there will be a high 
voter turn-out this year, contrary to 
suppositions to the contrary. 
Billions of  Naira have been spent on 
logistics at national and sub-
national levels. Political parties have 
crisscrossed the country wooing the 
electorate for votes, chalking up 
huge costs in the process. Some of  
the Presidential candidates even 
took their campaign to Chatham 
House in London to seek the 
endorsement of  our former colonial 
masters. Some of  the Presidential 

candidates and their acolytes even 
danced and almost broke a hip at 
campaign rallies across the country. 
Since the flag off  of  campaigns by 
INEC in October 2022, the country 
has witnessed a campaign different 
from whatever we witnessed before 
this seventh cycle of  elections since 
1999. It would be a tragic anti-
climax for the government to wake 
up tomorrow and declare that there 
would be no election or that an 
Interim National Government had 
been formed. We must all be 
reminded that 1993 is not 2023. The 
military may have escaped with 
their folly, but this time around, the 
civilians in power must learn not to 
provoke the people.

Those who are pointing to fuel 
scarcity and the re-design of  new 
naira notes as an excuse for the 
i m p o s i t i o n  o f  a n  i n t e r i m 
government or potential mayhem, 
are engaged in deliberate mischief. 
They do not mean well for this 
country. President Muhammadu 
Buhari must see these calls as an 
a t t e m p t  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  h i s 
administration ends on a very bad 
note. General Babangida tried the 
same gambit in 1993. He has not 
recovered f rom the  damage. 
President Buhari has promised 
Nigerians consistently, and that has 
been echoed by the INEC that the 
elections will hold as scheduled, and 
that chosen dates are sacrosanct. 
Anything to the contrary would 
amount to gross insincerity and 
dishonesty and a dark blotch on the 
Buhari tenure as Nigeria's President. 
It is his choice to make but we also 
have a duty to point out that Nigeria 
must not be turned into a game of  
ping-pong. Those who do not want 
the 2023 general elections to take 
place are enemies of  the people. The 
Buhari government has no option. 
This election must hold. Not even 
t h e  l e e - w ay  o f f e r e d  i n  t h e 
Constitution is available in the 
circumstance.

Nigeria's Constitution is very 
clear about the tenure of  elected 
Presidents and Governors of  
Nigeria: its four years in the first 
instance and a second and final term 
of  an additional four year-term. Any 
form of  extension beyond this limit 
is a violation of  the Constitutional 
order which elected persons swear 
to defend. In other words, the tenure 
of  an administration cannot be 
extended by fiat, not even for a day. 
In that regard, the tenure of  Buhari's 
administration effectively ends on 
May 29, 2023. He cannot stay a day 
longer. He cannot leave an Interim 
Government behind. It is in his 
interest not to leave office as a 
civilian President who broke the law 
and left chaos behind. There is a 
possible outlet in Section 135 (3) of  
the 1999 Constitution which states 
that “If  the Federation is at war in 
which the territory of  Nigeria is 
phys ica l ly  invo lved  and  the 
President considers that it is not 
practicable to hold elections, the 
N a t i o n a l  A s s e m b ly  m ay  b y 
resolution extend the period of  four 
years mentioned in subsection (2) of  
this section from time to time, but no 
such extension shall exceed a period 
of  six months at any one time.”

Section 135(3) or its relation, 

Sect ion 180 (3)  of  the 1999 
Constitution cannot be invoked 
under the present circumstances. 
Nigeria is not physically at war with 
any country either internally or 
externally. In fact, one of  the selling 
points of  this administration is that 
President Buhari has been able to 
checkmate  the  Boko Haram 
elements who tried to turn the North 
Eastern part of  Nigeria into a battle-
field. Any attempt to use that as an 
excuse would be an admission of  
failure. Can Buhari afford to 
dismantle his own legacy as he 
defines it in that regard? The only 
war that others point to is a war 
between the haves and the have nots: 
the classical war of  the classes 
between those who cannot have 
access to new notes and fuel supply, 
and the vast minority who in the 
midst of  all of  this, are living like 
ants in the midst of  honey. The 
aggrieved are beginning to take to 
the streets in parts of  Nigeria, 
driving up fears in the country that 
there may well be a clandestine plan 
to blow up the country and stop the 
elections. But that does not amount 
to any justification to invoke Section 
135 (3). If  the people are angry over 
fuel supply, give them fuel – very 
simple. If  there are no new notes – 
push more money into circulation, 
that is what the people want.

The cash scarcity matter has 
now even become so ridiculous that 
three Northern state governments 
are going to court – Kaduna, Kogi 
and Zamfara to seek an order to 
compel the Federal Government 
and the CBN to extend the deadline 
for the validity of  the old N200, 
N500, and N1, 000 notes. The three 
states are all ruled by members of  
the All Progressives Congress 
(APC) in a further demonstration of  
how 18 days to Nigeria's general 
elections, the ruling party is locked 
in intra-party wrangling. In the 
meantime, an Abuja High Court has 
barred the President and the CBN 
from suspending, stopping, or 
extending the new currency and 
cash limit policy. The motion ex 
parte which was filed by the Action 
Alliance (AA), Action Peoples 
Par ty (APP), Allied People 's 
M ove m e n t  ( A P M ) ,  a n d  t h e 
Nat iona l  Rescue  Movement 
(NRM), against the President of  
Nigeria, the CBN, the Governor of  
t h e  C B N  a n d  2 3  o t h e r s  a s 
respondents was determined in 
favour of  the plaintiffs, and the 
matter adjourned to 14th February 
2023. Thirteen political parties are 
also threatening to pull out of  the 
election! Nigeria is being turned into 
a “Fuji House of  Commotion.” In 
case anyone is tone-deaf, President 
Muhammadu Buhari's tenure ends 
on May 29, 2023. He must not spend 
a day longer in the Presidential Villa. 
He must not leave any surrogates 
behind, in the name of  an interim 
g o v e r n m e n t  o r  a n y  s u c h 
c o n t r a p t i o n .  T h e  N a t i o n a l 
Assembly of  Nigeria must not lend 
itself  to any form of  mischief, 
cooked up by the enemies of  
Niger ia .  The  min imum that 
President Buhari is obliged to do is 
to leave this country as he met it – a 
civilian democracy, even if  badly 
wounded.

Wednesday 8 - Thursday 9 February, 2023 

By Reuben Abati

Interim Government: A call for anarchy
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Governor Hope Uzodimma meets with members of the All Progressive Congress General Campaign Council Committee.

Snakes, goats won’t eat money in my govt – Peter Obi

A
head of  presiden-
tial election, the 
Labour Party’s 

presidential candidate, Pe-
ter Obi has promised Nige-
rians that under his watch 
as President, Dogs and 
Snakes would stop eating 
Nigerians money.

This is even as urged Ni-
gerians to collect money 
from any candidate that 

is ready to offer but cast 
their votes for him in this 
month’s election.

Obi who made the re-
quest while campaigning 
in Ilorin, Kwara State’s 
capital, with his running 
mate, Datti Baba-Ahmed, 
on Monday also assured 
Nigerians that he is coming 
to redefine governance.

The LP candidates ar-

rived at the rally site, Met-
ropolitan Square, accom-
panied by their wives and 
party leaders, Lead gath-
ered.

According to him, “We 
have the magic wand to 
turn Nigeria around.

We need leadership to se-
cure and unite Nigeria that 
is our number one promise. 
A new Nigeria is possible 

2023: Ekwunife denies endorsing 
Peter Obi, says he lacks what it 
takes to win

U
che Ekwunife, the 
Peoples Democrat-
ic Party (PDP) sen-

ate candidate for Anambra 
Central senatorial district, 
has denied endorsing La-
bour Party (LP) presidential 
candidate Peter Obi.

Some news outlets stated 
a few days ago that the sen-
ator had endorsed the for-
mer Anambra State gover-
nor ahead of  the February 
election.

In a statement issued on 
Sunday, Ekwunife acknowl-
edged Peter Obi as her elder 
brother and leader, but their 
political aspirations diverge.

She reaffirmed her sup-
port to the PDP, emphasiz-
ing that she would not work 
against any candidate’s par-
ty for whatever reason.

Uche Ekwunife refuted 
endorsing the LP flagbear-
er, claiming that he lacks 
the ability to generate the 
necessary spread across the 
country to win the presiden-
tial race.

The statement reads: “My 
purported endorsement of  
Peter Obi’, read, “It has 
come to my notice that an 
online blog has been circu-
lating articles claiming that 
I have endorsed the presi-
dential candidate of  the LP, 
Mr Peter Obi, in the forth-
coming February poll.

“It further attributed 
statements that may trans-
late as adopting Obi as my 
candidate for the election.

“I also, wish to state that 
Peter Obi is my leader and 

an elder brother from An-
ambra Central whom I re-
spect and hold in high es-
teem.

 “But our political aspi-
ration has become diver-
gent, hence, the need for 
me to focus on delivering 
our presidential candidate, 
Atiku Abubakar and the 
vice presidential candidate, 
Ifeanyi Okowa, who are of  
the PDP.

“May I restate that I’m of  
the PDP and we have can-
didates in all the elective 
positions across Nigeria and 
I cannot at this point, work 
against my party or any of  
her candidates for whatever 
reasons?

“Peter Obi is no doubt, a 
force to reckon with in the 
election, but will not be able 
to garner the required spread 
that will secure a win, unlike 
Atiku who has everything 
it takes to win the election 
with a high margin.”

under the Labour Party. We 
don’t want a Nigeria where 
snakes and goats swallow 
money.

“This year’s election, 
they will come to you with 
religion, tribe and money, 
but tell them you are hun-
gry. Collect the money they 
will give to you because it 
is your money and vote for 
us.

“We can build a Nigeria 
where everybody is hap-
py. They have campaigned 
with umbrellas and brooms 
for over 16 years now but 
only achieved insecurity 
and economic woes. This is 
the time of  the youth. Now 
go and vote for our symbol, 
father, mother and child’ to 
connect party politics with 
the people.”

He stated that his ticket 
with Baba-Ahmed would 
ensure a proper place for 
the youth and urged them 
to mobilize for the election.

No assassination plot against Atiku - Ohanaeze

T
he Apex Igbo so-
cio-cultural organ-
isation, Ohanaeze 

Ndigbo has dismissed the 
purported assassination 
threat against the Peoples 
Democratic Party, PDP, 
presidential candidate, Alha-
ji Atiku Abubakar.

It could be re-called that 
Mr. Emma Powerful, the 
spokesman of  the Indig-
enous People of  Biafra, 
IPOB, had alleged of  a plot 
to assassinate Atiku in the 

South-East.
However, in a statement 

issued on Monday by the 
National President of  
Ohanaeze Ndigbo Youth 
Council Worldwide, Mazi 
Okwu Nnabuike he urged 
Atiku to ignore the alleged 
threat.

Okwu said there was noth-
ing to warrant the killing 
Atiku or anyone else in the 
South-East, stressing that all 
the presidential candidates 
were free to come to the re-

gion and present their blue-
prints to the masses. 

He noted that “We re-
ceived with concern the 
statement credited to IPOB, 
wherein they alleged that 
there was a plot to assassi-
nate the PDP presidential 
candidate, Alhaji Atiku 
Abubakar in the South-East. 

 “We want to make it clear 
that no such plot exists any-
where in Igboland. Ndigbo 
are known for their hospital-
ity and this has not changed.

 “The PDP presidential 
candidate, Atiku Abubakar 
has an Igbo man, Governor 
Ifeanyi Okowa as his run-
ning mate for the election; 
he’s also an in-law to Ndig-
bo and should therefore feel 
free to come to the South-
East for his campaign any 
day any time.”

Okwu cautioned against 
any action or statement that 
would create unnecessary 
tension in the South-East.

NPC: FG awards over N85b national
census contract to Zinox 
T

he Federal Govern-
ment, through the 
National Population 

Commission (NPC), has 
signed a landmark deal with 
Nigeria’s leading integrated 
technology brand, Zinox, for 
the supply of  tech compo-
nents and other accessories 
for the 2023 national census 
project.

The contract, worth over 
N85 billion, was awarded 
to Zinox after ratification by 
the Federal Executive Coun-
cil (FEC).

Zinox noted that it has 
already commenced supply 
of  the first batch of  about 
100,000 units of  the Person-
al Digital Assistants (PDAs) 
devices required for the na-
tionwide enumeration.

Note that the indigenous 
technology firm emerged 
as the preferred technical 
partner for the exercise after 
scaling through a rigorous 
bidding process involving 
other local and international 
competitors.

While noting that the 
country cannot plan well 
until there is a credible data 
census figure, the Chairman 
of  Zinox Group, Leo Stan 
Ekeh, said that the company 
has built a system of  integri-
ty and a record of  excellence, 
both in Nigeria and interna-
tionally. 

To actualize the project, 
Zinox on Friday, February 3, 
2023, hosted a high-powered 
delegation of  commissioners 
and management team of  
the NPC led by the Chair-
man, Hon. Nasir Isa Kwar-
ra, where the first 100,00 
units of  digital devices were 
presented to the commis-
sion.

Speaking at the event The 
NPC Chairman noted that 
the 2023 census would sig-
nal a new dawn in hous-
ing and human headcount 
in Nigeria as there would 
be no over-counting or un-
der-counting, adding that the 
devices, when commissioned 

with the forms, maps, and 
other digital enhancements, 
would ensure that enumera-
tors are unable to go beyond 
the areas assigned to them.

In addition, he commend-
ed Zinox for the dedication, 
commitment and huge ca-
pacity displayed in the way it 
commenced the execution of  
the contract.

He noted that the soft-
ware (App) that would be 
deployed to enable and ac-
tivate the PDAs was locally 
developed, thus fulfilling 
President Buhari’s Executive 
Order on local content, as 
well as the National Infor-
mation Technology Devel-
opment Agency (NITDA) 
regulation on Local Original 

Equipment Manufacturers 
(OEMs) in the procurement 
of  the PDA devices.

The NPC Chairman said:
“With all enhancement 

that the National Population 
Commission is provisioning 
the devices with, e.g, the Mo-
bile Device Management, 
we can monitor the enumer-
ators on the field and ensure 
that the data provided by Ni-
gerians are secured and well 
managed for their privacy.

‘‘The geospatial resources 
that NPC has acquired will 
be deployed on the devices. 
This will ensure that all Nige-
rians are counted where they 
are and live. We will also be 
able to collect statistics on 
housing types and character-

istics for better physical and 
social planning by the gov-
ernment for the nation.

‘‘The homeless will be 
counted, tied to their usual 
place of  abode, referenced 
with geo-coordinates; the 
Special Population: nomads, 
migrants, people in transit, 
etc, will be counted with 
geo-reference to where they 
are found at the time of  the 
Census. Everyone will be 
counted because all Nigeri-
ans count.”

Encrypted with census 
questionnaires and maps 
to direct enumerators to 
assigned enumeration are-
as, the devices were hailed 
as key components in the 
conduct of  an exercise that 

would not only meet global 
standards but equally ensure 
the accuracy of  data collect-
ed.

The 2023 census, sched-
uled to hold between March 
and April, will be the fifth to 
be conducted by the Nigerian 
government since independ-
ence in 1960 and it is coming 
17 years since the last edition 
which was held in 2006 un-
der the administration of  
President Olusegun Obasan-
jo.

Recall that Zinox intro-
duced automation of  Nige-
rian elections, first with the 
introduction of  the Direct 
Data Capture (DDC) ma-
chines which helped to clean 
up the nation’s voter regis-
ter, and later the card reader 
which enhanced the credibil-
ity of  elections in Nigeria in 
recent years.

Zinox had also executed 
major projects offshore in 
Guinea Bissau, The Gam-
bia, and the Arab nations 
through partnerships.



UNICEF restates commitment to end 
Female Genital Mutilation in Imo

News

N2.9b fraud charges: How court discharged
Rochas Okorocha
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A Federal High Court 
in Abuja on Monday dis-
charged former Governor 
of  Imo State, Rochas Oko-
rocha, of  the N2.9 billion 
fraud charge preferred 
against him by the Econom-
ic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC).

Delivering the ruling, 
Justice Ekwo, struck out 
the charges for contraven-
ing section 105 (3) of  the 
Administration of  Crim-
inal Justice Act (ACJA), 
2015, which gives the At-
torney-General of  the Fed-
eration the power to recall a 
case.

The ruling was based on 
a preliminary application 
filed by Mr. Okorocha.

EFCC must comply with 
the AGF’s directive

Mr. Ekwo said the direc-
tive of  the AGF and Min-
ister of  Justice, Abubakar 
Malami, in a letter dated 
12 September 2022, to the 
EFCC to forward the case 
file with its comments on 
the issues for consideration 
and review, was binding on 
the commission.

He said, “All that the law 
required of  the respond-
ent (EFCC) was for the re-
spondent when directed by 
the HAGF (Honourable 
Attorney General of  the 
Federation), pursuant to 
any enactment, is to comply 
and not act as if  it is not un-
der the law or is exempted 

thereby.
“For the avoidance of  

doubt, the office of  the 
HAGF is founded on the 
provisions of  the consti-
tution and is thereby pre-
served.

“The controversies and 
drama surrounding this trial 
proceeding are needless and 
it is time to stop it.’’

The judge further held 
that from the moment the 
AGF gave the directive to 
the EFCC, the commission 
ceased to have the legal au-
thority to prosecute or con-
tinue the prosecution of  the 
case.

The judge added, “In oth-
er words, the intervention 
of  the HAGF in any crim-

inal proceedings ends the 
authority of  the prosecuting 
agency in the matter unless 
otherwise directed by the 
HAGF.

“In the end, I find that 
non-compliance by the re-
spondent with the directive 
of  the HAGF as stated in 
Exhibit Okorocha 7 is fatal 
to this proceeding and has 
rendered it a nullity.

“The respondent is not 
empowered by any law to 
continue with this proceed-
ing after the HAGF issued 
the directive in Exhibit Oko-
rocha 7.

“With Exhibit Okorocha 
7, it is only the HAGF that 
can decide whether or not to 
charge the defendants upon 

A
s the United Nations 
mark the anniversa-
ry of  zero tolerance 

of  female genital mutilation 
(FGM) on February 6th of  
every year, two local gov-
ernments in Imo State have 
intensified effort to the elim-
ination of  the scourge in their 
various communities.

To this end, the United 
Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) and her develop-
ment partners; the National 
Orientation Agency (NOA), 
Imo State, and the Broad-
casting Corporation of  Abia 
State (BCA) embarked on 
field mission to document 
and report the current situa-
tion and progress being made 
to end FGM practice in af-
fected communities in Imo 
state.

In Ngor Okpala local gov-
ernment, the palace secretary 
of  Imerienwe community, 
Michael Alozie who spoke 
on behalf  the traditional rul-
er, Eze Augustine Ekechi 
commended his people for 
adhering to the zero tolerance 
of  FGM.

Governor Uzodimma (in suit), Deputy Governor Prof Placid Njoku, (immediate left) while playing host to a delegation of 
the European Union Election Observers on a working visit led by Thomas Boserop at the Government House, Owerri.

the case file being remitted 
to his office as directed.’’

Okorocha, who is also 
a sitting senator, has been 
having a running battle with 
the EFCC for some time 
now, which climaxed with 
the invasion of  his Abuja 
residence in May 2022, by 
operatives of  the commis-
sion.

Recall that on January 31, 
2022, the EFCC first filed 
17-count criminal charges 
against Rochas Okorocha 
and others at a federal high 
court in Abuja over an al-
leged conspiracy to steal 
N2.9 billion in public funds.

He was accused of  con-
spiring with others, includ-
ing a member of  APC and 
5 companies to steal from 
public coffers, an allegation 
the former governor denied.

Mr. Okorocha was lat-
er arraigned in May 2022, 

He, however, assured that 
about 95 percent of  his peo-
ple are compliant to the 
UNICEF sensitization but re-
gretted that only a few are still 
believing that hand-pressing 
does not mean mutilation.

“I cannot say that100 per-
cent are compliant, only a few 
still feel that hand-pressing 
does not mean mutilation, 
but we are still preaching to 
them and I believe very soon 
everybody will comply with 
the teaching,” he stated.

Mrs. Christiana Oshionya, 
the home and abroad wom-
en president of  Ubichukwu 
community in Ngor Okpala 
local government told the 
field Officers that the compli-
ance in her community was 
total considering the meas-
ures the women group stipu-
lated in their area.

According to her, we 
spread the message with the 
slogan “live it as God creat-
ed it”, meaning that nobody 
can touch there in whatever 
manner.

The traditional ruler of  
Osina in Ideato North local 

alongside 6 others including 
a chieftain of  APC, Anyim 
Chinenye, and 5 companies 
– Naphtali International 
Limited, Perfect Finish Mul-
ti Projects Limited, Consol-
id Projects Consulting Lim-
ited, Pramif  International 
Limited, and Legend World 
Concepts Limited.

Okorocha described the 
suit as being “unlawful, 
baseless, oppressive, and a 
gross abuse of  the process 
of  the court.”

He said the investigation 
“on which the said charge 
was predicated, was the sub-
ject matter of  suit number: 
FCH/PH/FHR/165/2021 
wherein this Hon. Court, 
Coram Pam, J. had, in the 
final judgment at the suit of  
the applicant declared un-
lawful and made an order 
prohibiting the EFCC from 
further proceeding.

government, Eze O.S.B Igwil-
lo noted that the sensitization 
of  zero tolerance of  female 
genital mutilation in his com-
munity has been welcomed 
and his subjects are living by 
it.

“Since the message came 
to our community and the 
follow up by the agencies, 
we in the eze’s cabinet made 
it that every household are 
being monitored especially 
the pregnant women, their 
women-folks make sure they 
supervise when the child is 
born they know the sex of  the 
baby. If  a baby girl is born, 
the women also monitor to 
ensure that zero tolerance 
of  genital mutilation is fol-
lowed,” the traditional ruler 
said.

Mrs. Nonye Anyalebechi 
from Ikpa Uzoakoli Urualla 
in Ideato North local govern-
ment expressed satisfaction 
that the sensitization against 
female genital mutilation has 
gained wide acceptance in 
her community.

She stated that the people 
were able to accept it be-

cause it was carried out in 
all the hospitals and health 
centres in the community. 
She decried the dangers as-
sociated with the scourge but 
noted that such practice had 
stopped. 

In 2003, the United Na-
tions declared February 6th 
of  every year as “Interna-
tional Day of  Zero Tolerance 
for FGM. The date has since 
been celebrated in pursuant 
of  the need to stem aware-
ness and campaigns with aim 
to ending this harmful prac-
tice.

UNICEF partners with 
the media in ensuring mas-
sive public awareness is cre-
ated, this year in line with 
UNICEF’s visibility and 
communication plans, “we 
are engaging the media in 
two affected states of  the 
south eastern Nigeria (Imo 
and Ebonyi) as frontliners 
and to embark on one day 
field mission to highlight cur-
rent situation in the affected 
areas,” said the UNICEF 
Communication Officer of  
Enugu Field Office, Dr. Ijeo-
ma Onuoha-Ogwe stated.

Peter Obi conniving with banks 
to hoard Naira – APC PCC Alleges

T
he All Progressives 
Congress Presidential 
Campaign Council 

(APC-PCC) has accused the 
Labour Party’s (LP) presi-
dential candidate, Peter Obi, 
of  conspiring with bank of-
ficials to cause hardship for 
Nigerians.

According to news sourc-
es, the APC-PCC was react-
ing to Peter Obi’s statement 
in which he supported the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria’s 
currency reform program 
(CBN).

On Sunday, the Labour 
Party candidate argued that 
the currency reform would 
provide long-term econom-
ic and social benefits to the 
country.

 “The currency redesign is 
not peculiar to Nigeria. It is 
an exercise that comes with 
some inconvenience and 
pain, but it has significant 
long-term economic and so-
cial benefits. Even though 
there are improvements that 
can be made,” Obi tweeted.

However, Remi Omowai-
ye, the spokesperson for the 
APC PCC in Osun State, ac-
cused the CBN of  aiming to 
“inflict misery on Nigerians” 
in a statement.

He stated that Peter Obi’s 
comment demonstrates that 
his commercial interests out-
weigh Nigerians’ interests, 
owing to his involvement 
with the Nigerian banking 
industry.

Omowaiye said: “I am not 
surprised that Peter Obi is do-
ing this. He has been a chair-
man of  a bank before, and 
most of  the bankers are bene-
fitting from this hardship, so I 
understand where he is com-
ing from. Peter Obi has seri-

ous interest in Fidelity Bank. 
He went to keep Anambra 
money in the fidelity bank, 
which he ought to have been 
used to develop the state.

 “Peter Obi has once again 
displayed to us and demon-
strated to us that his business 
interest supersedes the in-
terest of  Nigerians because 
I don’t expect him to come 
out and start defending this 
policy. I would have expect-
ed him to sympathize with 
Nigerians and condemn this 
policy, this is the same way 
he has failed to condemn 
IPOB over the killing of  in-
nocent people.”

While encouraging the 
CBN to devise effective 
measures that will benefit 
Nigerians rather than cause 
them to suffer, the APC 
spokesperson claimed Obi 
seeks political gain from Ni-
gerians’ anguish.

He added, “It is very im-
portant that this is a very ill-
time policy. We are not say-
ing they should not change 
currency, but there should be 
enough strategy on how to 
do this. 

‘‘You collected old money 
from people, you forced us to 
bring old money to the bank, 
now it is the old money that 
you are returning back to 
people. It is obvious that Obi 
wants to gain political profits 
from the agony of  Nigerians.

“How did you explain it, 
people have money in the 
bank, but they can’t access 
their money. There is unrest 
in some towns in Nigeria. 
Two people have been killed 
in Ibadan, there was also 
demonstration in Warri, peo-
ple are going through hard 
times because of  this policy.”



News

Imo Lawyers, Judges on strike 
over magistrate’s killing
L

awyers in Imo State 
and Judges alike on 
Monday commenced 

a three day strike over the 
killing of  the magistrate 
in charge of  Ejemekwuru 
customary court situated 
in the Oguta Local Gov-
ernment Area of  Imo State, 
Nnaemeka Ugboma.

Ugboma was on Thurs-
day afternoon shot dead by 
fleeing gunmen while pre-
siding a session in court.

In a bid to express their 
anger over the jurist’s kill-
ing, the five branches of  the 
Nigerian Bar Association 
in the state on Monday em-
barked on strike.

On correspondent who 
monitored the situation 

in Owerri on Monday ob-
served that no court at the 
state high court at new Ow-
erri or the magistrate court 
at Orlu road was sitting.

The judges too did not 
come to court as the premis-
es became shadow of  them-
selves.

The NBA chairman 
in Owerri, Ugochukwu 
Allinor, said that the meas-
ure is being taken to urge 
government to apprehend 
the killers of  the magistrate 
and for the courts to be ade-
quately protected.

“This dastardly act is 
highly condemnable as it 
desecrates the temple of  
justice and undermines the 
confidence of  the citizens in 

the judiciary as the last hope 
of  the common man.

“The Bar therefore calls 
on the Imo State Govern-
ment to provide, with imme-
diate effect, security in and 
around all the courts in Imo 
State, which have remained 
porous despite the sensitive 
role they play in the society.

“The Imo Bar, in con-
sonance with the national 
body of  the NBA, ably led by 
Y.C. Maikyau, OON, SAN, 
firmly resists the attempt to 
undermine the judiciary and 
the legal profession, and in-
still fear in the conduct of  ju-
dicial proceedings. Also, cit-
izens need to be aware that 
judicial officers and lawyers 
are not their enemies or op-

ponents, they only aid in the 
administration of  justice.

“In the circumstance, the 
members of  the NBA in Imo 
State have resolved to boy-
cott all courts in Imo State 
starting from Monday 6th 
February 2023 to Wednes-
day 8th February 2023, in 
other to register their dis-
pleasure with the current 
state of  affairs.

“Until the members of  the 
Bar in Imo State are suffi-
ciently assured of  the safety 
of  the judiciary, the Bar and 
the litigants as requested, we 
shall continue to review the 
situation and to take further 
necessary actions.”

Peter Obi during the party’s presidential rally at the Metropolitan Square in Ilorin, 
the Kwara State capital, on Monday.

Election security: INEC trains NSCDC personnel 

I
n the workshop which 
also saw the participants 
drawn from Heads of  

Departments and Units, 
Area Commanders and Di-
visional Officers and were 
trained on the topics like: 
Election Security Person-
nel (ESP) on Duty; Code 
of  Conduct and Rules of  
Engagement; Enforcing 
Election Day Movement 
Restriction; Deployment 
and Mobilization; Election 
Day Offences and Penalties 
among other topics, Okoye 
who was accompanied by 
the INEC State REC, Prof. 
Ike Uzochukwu, also ap-
preciated participants for 
their sacrifices to the nation 
so far. 

Speaking during the work-
shop organized for twenty 
five (25) NSCDC Officers 
in the state, according to a 
press release made available 
to newsmen by SC Nduk-
we Agu Egwu, NSCDC 
Public Relations Officer, 
Abia State Command on 
behalf  of  Muhammad Has-
san Sanyinna, the State 
Commandant, Barr. Festus 
Okoye, the INEC National 
Commissioner and Chair-
man Information and Voter 
Education encouraged the 
officers to show more patri-
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Nekede Poly student in sex-for-grade 
video won’t be victimised – Rector 

T
he Rector of  the Feder-
al Polytechnic Nekede, 
Owerri, Imo State, 

Dr. Michael Arimanwa, has 
said the Management of  the 
institution will not victimise 
the student who claimed she 
graduated from the institu-
tion with the help of  God 
and her private parts. 

The student, Ogechi Oko-
roafor, had said in a viral vid-
eo that she graduated from 
the institution by the help of  
her private parts and God. 

Speaking on the issue in 
his office on Tuesday while 
assessing his achievements 
for four years, Arimanwa as-
sured that the student would 
not be victimised under his 
watch, according to a report 
by The Nation. 

“The lady made the unfor-
tunate video that circulated 
widely across the world be-

cause the video was watched 
by people nearly everywhere. 
I have received calls and com-
ments from people almost 
everywhere on earth. So, I 
know that video had gone 
quite wide. It is an unfortu-
nate thing,” he said.

The rector stated that a 
committee has been set up on 
the matter, adding that, “we 
don’t want to pre-empt the 
outcome of  the committee 
because we will interact with 
her tomorrow from the notice 
I have seen.” 

He added, “But I want you 
to know that we are not going 
to in any way victimise her 
under my watch but we will 
follow the rules, we will stand 
by the rule and due process.” 

He further said the school 
had a mechanism to punish 
both staff  and students who 
had erred in the past.

… As Agency reassures Abia residents of  security of  lives, property
otism in the service of  their 
fatherland in the coming 
elections.Barely few weeks 
to the 2023 general elections 
in Nigeria, the Independent 
National Electoral Com-
mission, INEC has engaged 
the officers of  the Nigeria 
Security and Civil Defence 
Corps, NSCDC in a two-
day “Train the Trainer”, 
election security workshop.

The NSCDC State Com-
mandant, Muhammad Has-
san Sanyinna, while con-
gratulating the participants 
for a successful outing, ac-
cording to the release, also 

seized the opportunity to 
direct the beneficiaries to 
replicate same in their re-
spective Divisions and offic-
es to ensure that everybody 
was carried along.

He maintained that the 
NSCDC remained fully 
committed to a crime free 
society.

Others who also took 
part in the INEC organized 
training, according to the re-
lease include: the Nigerian 
Police, the Nigerian Army, 
DSS, Immigration Ser-
vice, Correctional Service, 
NDLEA an
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Imo State Government flags off 
3R Housing Estate

T
he Imo State Gov-
ernment has on 
Tuesday; flagged 

off  a new housing estated 
tagged the 3R Housing Es-
tate.

The new estate to be lo-
cated at Avu/Umuoma 
Nekede, in Owerri West 
Local Government Area is 
being handled by the Imo 
State Ministry of  Housing 
Development.

The Commissioner of  
Housing Development, Dr. 
Lady Love Ineh disclosed 
that the housing project 
is among several others 
expected to be developed 
in line with the campaign 
promises of  the Gover-
nor, Distinguished Senator 
Hope Uzodimma. 

Lady Ineh used the occa-
sion to highlight the core 
mandates of  the Imo State 
Ministry of  Housing and 
Urban Development to in-
clude; the improvement of  
the standard of  living of  
residents in urban centres 

through the provision of  
affordable shelter, designa-
tion of  layouts, and provi-
sion of  affordable housing 
for low income earners 

amongst others.
It is expected that after 

tuesday’s flag off  and clear-
ing of  the site, the official 
Ground Breaking ceremo-
ny, will be performed by His 
Excellency, Distinguished 
Senator Hope Uzodimma.

Ikenga Ugochinyere’s 
home attacked, brother held 
hostage

I
kenga Imo 
Ugochinyere’s house 
in Akokwa Ideato have 

been invaded by members 
of  Gov. Hope Uzodinma’s 
ebubeagu militia, masked 
armed gunmen with tiger 
squad on their dress and 
face covered gunmen in 
police camouflage uni-
form shooting  and hold -
ing Ikenga’s brother Ikedi 
Ikeagwuonu hostage to 
show them Ikenga loca-
tion/whereabouts

Some news just in has 
it gunmen armed with 
explosives have attacked 

the home of  Ikenga 
Ugochinyere in Ideato.

The PDP Publicity Sec-
retary Collins Opurozu 
confirmed this in a tele-
phone conversation. De-
tails however are still 
sketchy. This will be the 
third time Ugochinyere 
has been attacked. 

The first was at his cam-
paign launch when his 
supporters traveling in 
his car were attacked, few 
days later his house was 
attacked. That attacked 
left three people dead and 
many cars burnt.

he pres ident ia l Tcandidate of  the 
Labour Party (LP) 

Peter Obi has urged Kwara 
residents to shun ethnic, 
and religious sentiments as 
the general elections draw 
closer.

He made the comment 
d u r i n g  t h e  p a r t y ' s 
presidential rally at the 
Metropolitan Square in 
Ilorin, the Kwara State 
capital, on Monday.

“This year's election, 
they are going to come to 
you and they will tell you 
to vote for them based on 
tribe. Please, tell them you 
are hungry, unemployed, 

and suffering. No tribe 
buys bread cheaper,” he 
said.

“They will come with 
religion and tell you that 
they are  Musl ims or 
Christians. Tell them you 
are hungry and have no 
jobs and the students are 
not in school. All these, 
you should resist. Do not 
allow them to continue.”

This is as he called for 
patience over the Central 
Bank of  Nigeria's (CBN) 
naira swap policy which 
has caused outrage in 
s eve r a l  p a r t s  o f  t h e 
country.

Obi urges voters
to resist ethnic,
religious
sentiments



Square,  that  a murder 
s u s p e c t ,  B e n j a m i n 
Ogudoro, who allegedly 
burnt his wife and brother-
in-law to death, has caused 

a c c o r d i n g  t o  E F C C 
s p o k e s m a n ,  W i l s o n 
Uwujaren.

The manager refused 
to load the Automated 
Teller Machines, ATMs, 
despite having N29million 
of  the redesigned naira 
notes in the branch's vaults.

Uwujaren said before 
he was whisked away for 

for the agency, Titilola 
V i vo u r - A d e n i y i ,  i n  a 
statement, said the agency 
got to know about the 
development when the 
victim's mother reported the 
case to officials of  the 
agency. 

The statement said, 
“The case was reported by 
the mother of  the victim to 
the agency in January 2023. 
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 

 m a n ,  I b r a h i m 

AD a u d a ,  h a s 
allegedly killed his 

brother, Tunde, during a 
fight over N1,000 at their 
residence on Amusa Street, 
off  Community Road, in the 
Obadore area of  Igando, 
Lagos State. 

Newsmen gathered that 
Ibrahim and Tunde were at 
home when an argument 
bordering on N1,000 ensued 
between them. 

O u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t 
learnt that the argument 
degenerated and the brothers 
were said to be engaging in 
fisticuffs when Ibrahim ran 
into the house and reached 
for an iron rod. 

On returning, Ibrahim 
reportedly used the rod to hit 
Tunde's forehead and the 
impact of  the attack caused 
the 27-year-old to lose 
consciousness while he fell.

A source,  while speaking 
with our correspondent, said 
in a bid to rescue Tunde, 
people rushed him to the 
Igando General Hospital, 
adding that one of  the 
doctors on duty confirmed 
him dead. 

The source said, “The 
i n c i d e n t  h a p p e n e d  o n 
Sunday, January 29, 2023. 
Both of  them were fighting 

husband, Benjamin said her 
mother is late and currently 
in the mortuary as a result 
of  pain, and shock arising 
from the incident of  the loss 
of  her two children on the 
same day. 

The witness, who was 
led in evidence in chief  by 
the Director of  Public 
Prosecution, Dr Babajide 
Martins, stated that the 
action of  the defendant has 

A
 31-year-old man, 
Atandare Idunnu, 
was on Monday 

arraigned before an Ikeja 
Magistrate's court sitting at 
Ogba, Lagos State, for 
unlawfully possessing a 
locally-made pistol. 

I d d u n nu  a p p e a r e d 
before Magistrate L.A 
Owolabi and he is facing a 
three-count bordering on 
unlawful possession of  
firearm. 

The police prosecutor, 
I n s p e c t o r  U n u i g b o j e 
Daniel, told the court that 
the defendant committed 
the offence on January 26, 
2023. 

The charges read in 
part, “That you, Atandare 
Idunnu 'M' and others still 
at large on the January 26, 
2023 at about 1630hrs in the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
campaign  ra l ly  a t  the 
railway compound behind 
Te j u o s h o  S h o p p i n g 
Complex , Surulere area of  
Lagos Magisterial District 
d id  consp i re  amongs t 
yourselves to commit felony 
to wit: unlawful possession 
of  firearm and thereby 
commit ted  an  of fence 
punishable under Section 
411 of  the criminal law of  
Lagos State, 2015.

“That you, Atandare 
Idunnu 'M' and others still 
at large on January 26, 2023 
at about 1630hrs in the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
campaign  ra l ly  a t  the 
railway compound behind 
Te j u o s h o  S h o p p i n g 
Complex Surulere area of  
Lagos State Magisterial 

Ogundoro,  50,  was 
arraigned on December 7, 
2022,  on a four-count 
charge of  murder preferred 
against him by the Lagos 
State Government. 

He was alleged to have 
killed his wife, Chinyere, 
who had just returned from 
Scotland, and her brother, 
Ifeanyi, by setting them 
ablaze.

railway compound behind 
Te j u o s h o  S h o p p i n g 
Complex, Surulere area of  
Lagos Magisterial District 
did unlawfully have in your 
possession in a public place 
a Jackknife without lawful 
author i ty  and thereby 
commit ted  an  of fence 
punishable under Section 
298 (2) of  the criminal law 
of  Lagos State, 2015.” 

The defendant's plea 
was not taken.

M r s  U c h e 
U w a l a k a ,  o n 
Monday told a 

Lagos State High Court 
sitting at Tafawa Balewa 

he Economic and TFinancial Crimes 
C o m m i s s i o n , 

E F C C ,  o n  M o n d a y, 
arrested a senior bank 
official in Abuja.

T h e  s t a f f  i s  t h e 
Operations Manager of  “a 
leading commercial bank” 
in  the  Cent ra l  Area , 

ollowing the arrest of  Fa lecturer over an 
allegation of  having 

unlawful sexual intercourse 
with his biological daughter 
in Lagos State, the state 
D o m e s t i c  a n d  S ex u a l 
V i o l e n c e  A g e n c y  h a s 
decried the rise in such cases 
in the state. 

The Executive Secretary 

her family a lot of  pain. 
U wa l a k a ,  s i s t e r  t o 

Chinyere Ogundoro and 
Ifeanyi Edeziem who were 
bur nt  to death by her 

further questioning, the 
operatives ordered the 
loading of  all the ATMs.

T h e  E F C C  a l s o 
ensured payment across 
the counter to the delight 
of  the customers who had 
spent hours on queues 
without getting the new 
notes. 

The anti-corruption 
agency stated that the latest 

discovery indicates “a 
s a b o t a g e  o f  t h e 
government's monetary 
policy by some banks”.

Uwujaren disclosed 
that operatives covered 
m o r e  t h a n  f ive  b a n k 
branches today in the 
Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT).

The operation was in 
c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e 

surveillance and visit to 
banks across the country to 
access their vaults and 
verify whether they are 
deliberately refusing to 
dispense cash.

The  EFCC sa id  i t 
would continue the raid 
until normalcy is restored 
to the banking system, 
urging Nigerians finding it 
difficult to access funds at 

any bank and suspects foul 
p l a y  t o  c o n t a c t  t h e 
commission.

Earlier on Monday, 
f inanc ia l  ins t i tu t ions 
denied hoarding the new 
naira notes, saying they 
cannot be a clog in the 
wheel of  efforts of  the 
Federal Government and 
t h e  C e n t r a l  B a n k  o f  
Nigeria, CBN.

information the DSVA 
gathered, the last abuse 
happened on December 30, 
2022. 

“ D u r i n g  t h e  c o u r t 
proceedings at Ogba, the 
m o t h e r  o f  t h e  v i c t i m 
allegedly said that her 
husband had stopped being 
intimate with her since 2018 
and anytime she tried to 
address it, it always resulted 
in him physically assaulting 
her.

“ T h e  l e c t u r e r  w a s 
arraigned before Magistrate 
B .  V.  O s u n s a n m i  o n 
February 3, 2023, at the 
Samuel Ilori Magistrate 
Court 1, Ogba, for allegedly 
defiling his 10-year-old 
biological daughter and was 
also alleged to have been 
having carnal knowledge of  
her since 2018. 

 “He was charged on two 
counts of  defilement and 
s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  b y 
penetrations which were 
contrary to and punishable 
under Sections 137 and 261 
of  the Criminal Law of  
Lagos State, 2015.” 

Vivour-Adeniyi said the 
defendant's plea was not 
taken, adding that the court 
ruled that the perpetrator be 
remanded at the Kirikiri 
C o r r e c t i o n a l  C e n t r e , 
pending the Directorate of  
Public Prosecutions' legal 
advice.

She also noted that the 
case was adjourned to 
March 6, 2023. 

V i v o u r - A d e n i y i , 
however, urged residents to 
continue to break the culture 
of  silence by reporting cases 
of  abuse, stressing that all 
forms of  abuse were crimes 
against the state. 

She said holistic support 
would be made available to 
survivors as perpetrators 
would be made to face the 
full wrath of  the law. 

over N1, 000 and in the 
process, one of  the brothers 
(Ibrahim) used an iron rod to 
hit his brother (Tunde) on his 
forehead. 

“People quickly rushed 
him to the general hospital in 
Igando but he was confirmed 
d e a d .  H i s  c o r p s e  wa s 
evacuated and taken to the 
Mainland General Hospital, 
Yaba, for autopsy.”

“The fact that Tunde 
engaged in a fight with his 
brother over N1,000 is 
normal in society but they 
went too far with it, and it led 
to the death of  Tunde. For 
me, we need to start looking 
at parental upbringings, so 
that brothers don't engage 
one another in trivial issues 
and kill one another. 

 “It is rampant in Nigeria; 
if  everybody is comfortable, 
I don't think they would be 
engaging in any fight that 
will lead to deaths. I will 
advise that the National 
Orientation Agency should 
e n g a g e  i n  c o n t i nu o u s 
orientation to sensitise 
Nigerians on the need to live 
in  peace  and  a l so  the 
consequences of  crime and 
punishment.” 

led her only brother's wife to 
become a widow and her 
late sister's four children 
stranded. 

“I  am pleading for 
justice because of  the pain 
of  losing my siblings to the 
action of  the defendant,” 
she said.

T h e  d e f e n d a n t  i s 
standing trial for alleged 
murder  be fore  Jus t ice 
Sherifat Sonaike. 

District did unlawfully have 
in your possession in a 
public place one locally-
made pistol without lawful 
author i ty  and thereby 
commit ted  an  of fence 
punishable under Section 
298 (3) of  the criminal law 
of  Lagos State, 2015. 

 “That you, Atandare 
Idunnu 'M' and others still 
at large on January 26, 
2023, at about 1630 hrs in 
the Peoples Democratic 
Party campaign rally at the 

Cr   me Watch
Page 9Wednesday 8 - Thursday 9 February, 2023 

Man arraigned for burning wife, brother-in-law to death 
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h e  p r e s e n t Tquagmire of  the 
c a s h  d e a r t h  i n 

Nigeria is nothing to write 
home about. One can 
correctly profess that 
federal government of  
N i g e r i a  u n d e r  t h e 
hegemony of  General 
M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i 
possesses a lackadaisical 
attitude towards it. The 
question being asked by 
t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e 
Nigerians is that: Will the 
government never take 
swifter action to remove 
the hapless hoi polloi from 
t h e  d e e p  p i t  o f  t h i s 
discomfort?

This present situation of  
scarcity of  new naira notes 
is like a death that has no 
deference for anyone. It is 
indeed  a  l eve le r,  the 
opulent and the average 
people are now equal. 
T h e y  b o t h  m a i n t a i n 
queues in banks, wanting 
to withdraw from the 
A u t o m a t e d  T e l l e r 
Machines(ATM). Having 
humongous amount of  
money in the bank account 
without having access to its 
withdrawal due to the 
menace of  scarcity of  the 
n e w  n a i r a  n o t e s  o r 
indispensable ATM is the 
primary problem being 
dolefully encountered by 
the affluent as well.

Indubitably, the problem 
i n  d i s c o u r s e  h a s 
h a m s t r u n g  m a s s i v e 
number of  people from 
providing for their family 
and personal needs. It's an 
understatement to say 
people are suffering and 

smiling; the people are 
outrightly suffering like a 
leaf  on the river moving up 
and down.

The changing of  the 
naira notes has inflicted 
more harm than good to 
the people and to the 
economic condition of  the 
country as well. I heard of  
a patient who died because 
she wasn't given proper 
medical attention in a 
hospital due to inability to 
pay because of  the cash 
scarcity. 

Frankly, I didn't support 
t h e  r e d e s i g n i n g  o r 
changing of  the colour of  
t h e  n a i r a  n o t e s  t h a t 
occurred when Buhari-led 
administration is about to 
end because of  the political 
tone I envisaged might be 
under it. Why should the 
development be done 
when it remains some 
m o n t h s  t h a t  G e n . 
Muhammadu Buhari will 
pack his loads out of  the 
Aso Rock in Abuja? Is this 
not done to put filth on the 
immaculate toga of  All 
Progressives Congress 
(APC) so that the party 
will look like faeces in the 
s i g h t  o f  t h e  g e n t l e 
Nigerians? Is that not a 
political gimmick taken on 
the ground of  ethnicity to 
hinder the chance of  Alh 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu? 
These are the questions 
begging for an apt answer. 

I n  t h e  2 0 1 9 
gubernatorial election of  
Oyo state, if  one could 
divulge the crystal fact 
without any ounce of  
trepidation, the major 
chance that enables the 
incumbent governor of  the 

s t a t e,  E n g i n e e r  S e y i 
Makinde to fortuitously 
mount the gubernatorial 
mantle of  Oyo state rested 
on the pangs inflicted on 
the  s tate  gover nment 
workers and the people 
genera l ly  under  Sen. 
A b i o l a  A j i m o b i - l e d 
administration. 

Consequently, people 
epitheted All Progressives 
Party (APC) as not people-
minded and votes were 
massively cast by the 
p e o p l e  f o r  P e o p l e s 
Democratic Party (PDP). 
Has Nigerians not been 
tagging APC otherwise 
b e c a u s e  o f  B u h a r i ' s 
m a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ? 
Economic  downtur n , 
insecurity, joblessness, fuel 
price hike, scarcity of  cash, 
p o o r  i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l 
ameni t ies  a l l  are  the 
f e a t u r e s  o f  B u h a r i ' s 
administration.

Nonetheless, there is no 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o r 
administrator without its 
or his Achille heels but this 
bad experiences during 
B u h a r i ' s  s t i n t  i s 
immensurable.

As Nigerians suffer the 
naira  notes  exchange 
hardship, the show of  
madness or display of  
comedy  c re p t  in .  Of  
recent, a video clip of  a 
man in a bank who, out of  
frustration, undressed his 
cloth “buba”, sat on the 
counter side and was 
yel l ing that  the bank 
should give him his money 
with immediate alacrity hit 
the airwaves. This action is 
comic and, in another 
view, awful. I wonder how 
his children will feel when 

the video clip is being 
watched by them. In my 
view, it can be regarded as a 
“public self-disgrace” done 
to tarnish the image of  
oneself.  

This pickle of  scarcity of  
na i ra  notes  has  even 
m e t a m o r p h o s e d 
commercial bank to a 
religious house or even a 
mosque. A picture was 
c a p t u r e d  i n  o n e 
commercial bank where 
s o m e  p e o p l e  w e r e 
observing prayer. They 
observed what is called 
“Solat” which is one of  the 
five pillars of  Islam. What 
I think necessitated that 
was the fear of  not being 
counted out of  the queue. 
But, is the action normal? 

The most mind-blowing 
video clip perverting the 
social media platforms is 
w h e r e  a  l a d y  w h o 
unscrupulously undress 
his cloths in a bank, leaving 
her  underwear  a lone 
publicly displaying what 
ought to kept private. She 
began to shout thus: “Give 
me  my  money,  c lo se 
account,  my chi ldren 
didn't go to their citadel of  
learning yesterday, they 
d i d n ' t  g o  t o d a y. ”  A 
sympathetic banker got 
emotionally captured and 
she ordered her to follow 
him. What they did after 
that didn't appear in the 
video clip I watched. For 
h o w  l o n g  s h a l l  w e 
experience this?

Last week, commoners 
were pushed to the wall 
and it led to the launching 
of  tranquil protest which 
was turned to the orgy of  
violence by men of  the 

underworld in Ibadan, the 
state capital of  Oyo state. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  i t 
reportedly claimed the life 
of  one person and left 
many injured. This is 
somber and it has been 
totally condemned by 
Engr. Seyi Makinde. The 
protest launched by the 
people is an indication that 
people are in discomfort. 

Truly, the deadline for 
the collection of  old notes 
have  been  sh i f t ed  to 
February 10 yet, the new 
naira notes are yet to reach 
the general public or wider 
c i r c u l a t i o n .  A s  t h e 
hardship lingers, it  is 
pertinent to ask that: Are 
the bank managers or 
officials seizing the new 
n a i r a  f r o m  b e i n g 
circulated? If  yes, the 
federal government should 
take swifter action in 
bringing those banks and 
the banks officials to the 
infamous book of  history 
a n d  b e  p u n i s h e d  i n 
accordance to the law. 
R e f u s a l  t o  d o  t h a t , 
Nigerians may be vexed 
u n c o n t r o l l a b l y  a n d 
national protest may be 
l aunched  which  may 
deteriorate or worsen the 
security condition of  the 
country to an irreparable 
degree. 

At this juncture, the 
federal government and 
Central Bank of  Nigeria 
are herein beseeched to 
work hand in hand to 
alleviate the problem of  
the cash scarcity being 
encountered by the people. 
The earlier it's done, the 
better it will be.

Cash scarcity and matters arising 

By Inaolaji Olayode
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 French Cup trip to 

Ab i t t e r  r i v a l s 
M a r s e i l l e  o n 

Wednesday is the start of  
seven days that could define 
this season for Paris Saint-
Germain, with a Champions 
League showdown against 
B a y e r n  M u n i c h 
approaching.

The Bundesliga giants 
visit the French capital for the 
first leg of  their Champions 

ormer Real Madrid Fmidfielder Isco has 
r e p o r t e d ly  b e e n 

of fered to  Roma as  a 
possible replacement for 
Nicolo Zaniolo.

The Gial loross i  are 
hoping to sell Zaniolo to 
Galatasaray before the 
Turkish transfer windows 
c lose s  on  Wednesday 
February 8. The 23-year-
old Italian is open to the 
move, even if  his possible 
release clause still needs to 
be agreed, and the two clubs 
are continuing negotiations 
to try and iron out a deal.

A s  r e p o r t e d  b y 
Calciomercato.com, an 
intermediary offered free 

o r m e r  w o r l d Fheavyweight champion 
Anthony Joshua will 

face American Jermaine 
Franklin at London's O2 

remier League's PManchester United 
are reportedly ready 

to sign Nigerian player, 
Victor Osimhen, from 
Napoli this summer. 

L a  G a z z e t t a  d e l l o 
Sport, an Italian news hub, 
reports Manchester United 
plans to offer a £107m bid 
for Osimhen. 

T h e  N i g e r i a n 
international player is 
presently the top scorer in 
Serie A with 16 goals from 
17 appearances. 

Real Madrid coach 
and legend Raul has 
rejected the chance 

to join Leeds United to 
replace Jesse Marsch as 
manager.

Raul is currently the 
manager of  Real Madrid's 
reserve side. The Spanish 
striker spent some of  the best 
days of  his playing career at 
Real Madrid, winning six 
league t i t les  and three 
Champions 

Since retiring, Raul has 
r e tur ned  to  Madr id  to 
manage their reserve side and 
could one day hope to 
manage the club he will go 
down as a legend for.

Now, according to AS, 
Raul has rejected the chance 
to manage in the Premier 
League, with Leeds United 
making an approach after 
they sacked Marsch.

Marsch was sacked after a 
run of  poor results despite 
keeping Leeds in the Premier 
League last season. The 
American replaced Marcelo 
B i e l s a  a s  L e e d s  w e r e 

nthony Martial has 

Abeen ruled out of  
Manchester United's 

Premier League clash with 
Leeds United on Wednesday 
as the forward's injury-hit 
season continues.

Martial was absent for the 
2-1 win over Crystal Palace on 
Saturday and is again not fit 
enough to face Leeds. It will 
be the 21st game he has missed 
through injury already this 
season.

Scott McTominay and 
Christian Eriksen remains out 
long-term with an ankle 
injury.

“It's definitely a big game 
[against Leeds] in this part of  
England, it's a big game for 
us,” Ten Hag told a news 
conference on Tuesday.

“ We  k n o w  w e  h a v e 
M a n c h e s t e r  C i t y  a n d 
Liverpool but for our fans this 
means so much and our 
players are aware of  that and 
know what to do.”

Ten Hag said the club 
thought about appealing 
Casemiro's red card but 
decided against it. The Brazil 
international will miss games 
against Leeds on Wednesday 
a n d  S u n d ay  a s  we l l  a s 
Le ices te r ' s  v i s i t  to  Old 
Trafford on Feb. 19.

“ We  c o n s i d e r e d  i t 
[appealing] but still it's, for me, 
not the right decision,” Ten 
Hag added. “I don't think we 
have a chance in a legal 

Monaco on Saturday. A 
match that could be one of  
t h e  b i g g e s t  o b s t a c l e s 
remaining to their title bid in 
Ligue 1. They are eight 
points clear of  nearest rivals 
Marseille and Lens at the top 
of  the table.

PSG have an excellent 
C u p  r e c o r d  a g a i n s t 
Marseille, winning 10 of  the 
11 past encounters between 

before getting the better of  
Montpellier and Toulouse in 
recent days.

They needed a fine Lionel 
Messi strike to win 2-1 
a g a i n s t  t h e  l a t t e r  o n 
Saturday after losing Kylian 
Mbappe to a thigh injury 
that will keep him out of  the 
Bayern first leg too.

Mbappe has risen above 
M e s s i  a n d  N e y m a r  t o 
become comfortably PSG's 
most important player. His 
absence at such a key stage 
of  the season is a hammer 
blow.

Marco Verratti's return 
from suspension will at least 
provide a huge boost in 
midfield, but PSG's defence 
has also appeared vulnerable 
of  late and a Marseille attack 
led by Alexis Sanchez could 
exploit their weaknesses.

'Play for Leo' 
N e y m a r  i s  b a c k  i n 

training after a minor muscle 
injury but Galtier is in no 
doubt that, without Mbappe, 
the main man is Messi.

“I ask the team to play for 
Leo and to do the work for 

League last-16 t ie next 
Tuesday, but there will be no 
easy build-up to that game for 
PSG.

Marseille await them in 
the bear pit of  the Velodrome 
for a French Cup last-16 tie as 
the Parisians aim to reclaim a 
trophy they missed out on 
last season after winning it 
six times in the previous 
seven years.

Then they go to in-form 

a g e n t  I s c o  t o  Ro m a , 
suggesting him as a possible 
replacement for Zaniolo, 
should the Italian leave for 
Turkey.

T h e  3 0 - y e a r - o l d 
Spaniard started the 2022-
23 season with Sevilla but 
terminated his contract 
with the club after just four 
months. He was then just a 
step away from joining 
Ger man out f i t  Union 
B e r l i n  b e f o r e  t a l k s 
collapsed over his salary.

At Sevilla, Isco earned 
€1m net per season, but 
with a series of  add-ons that 
could've raised his wages to 
just under €5m, the same 
deal he's asking for now.

Arena on April 1.
Joshua is returning to the 

ring after two successive 
defeats to Oleksandr Usyk, 
with the British fighter's most 
r e c e n t  l o s s  a g a i n s t  t h e 
Ukrainian coming last August 
in Saudi Arabia.

The 33-year-old takes on 
Franklin in search of  his first 
victory since beating Kubrat 
Pulev in 2020.

Reigning WBC champion 
Tyson Fury held talks with 
Joshua's camp over an all-
British bout but no deal was 
reached, leaving Franklin as 
the first opponent on Joshua's 
comeback trail.

Joshua, a two-time world 
champion, confirmed the 
contest in a tweet which 
contained a poster for the fight 
and read: “A new dawn.”

Joshua was ringside in 
November when Franklin lost 
to Dillian Whyte at Wembley 
Arena, the first defeat of  the 
American's 22-fight career.

T h e r e  h a d  b e e n 
speculation prior to Joshua's 
split-decision defeat against 
Usyk last year that the former 
Olympic champion might be 
set to quit boxing.

However, the third loss of  

Joshua ' s  career  has  not 

brought the curtain down and 

he will return to fight at the O2 

Arena for the first time since 

2016.

p l u m m e t i n g  t o w a r d s 
r e l e g a t i o n ,  b u t  a f t e r 
significant investment, they 
haven't made much progress.

The report claims that 
Raul isn' t  interested in 
joining a new club mid-
season and with Leeds 
s t r ugg l ing  towards  the 
bot tom of  the  Premier 
League, they'll need to act 
fast in appointing a new 
manager.

process.”
Victory for United over 

Leeds would take Ten Hag's 
team level on points with City 
while Leeds, who sacked 
manager Jesse Marsch on 
Monday, are looking for their 
first league win for more than 
three months.

 “It 's always sad if  a 
manager is a colleague and 
gets sacked, so in general I 
don't believe in it, that you 
sack a manager and get better 
results,” Ten Hag said.

“Most of  the time it doesn't 
work. Let the manager finish 
their work and make a good 
evaluation. But the pressure is 
high with decision makers at 
football clubs and they turn. 
But if  you see the facts, most 
of  the time it doesn't work out 
well.”

United are third in the 
Premier League table, eight 
points from leaders Arsenal 
having played an extra game.

the clubs, including two 
finals in the last two decades.

Yet while Marseille will 
have a hostile crowd in their 
favour with 65 000 fans 
behind them on Wednesday, 
PSG's domestic superiority 
has been questioned in 
recent weeks.

Christophe Galtier's team 
won just one of  their first 
four league matches in 2023 

him,” the coach said.
“We need to free him up 

from doing certain tasks. His 
teammates are going to have 
to put in twice as much effort 
when it comes to winning 
the ball back and in terms of  
movement so he can play the 
kind of  passes in tight spaces 
that are so rare in football 
these days.”

Marseille, who also host 
PSG in the league later this 
month, had gone 10 games 
unbeaten before losing 3-1 at 
home to Nice on Sunday.

It was a disappointing 
night for Igor Tudor's team, 
with Vitinha, the Portuguese 
striker signed from Braga for 
32 million euros ($34.3m) 
before the January transfer 
deadline, substituted at 
halftime on his debut.

“We have done some 
really good things since the 
start of  the season so the fact 
we have lost one game does 
not mean we will be short of  
confidence on Wednesday, 
on the contrary,” insisted 
Marseille midfielder Matteo 
Guendouzi.

Messi and PSG face potentially season-defining week

Raul rejects chance to join
Leeds Utd as manager

Anthony Joshua sets date
for Franklin bout

Isco to replace Zaniolo
at Roma 

Man United
eye Osimhen
for £107m 

Messi

Joshua

Raul

Man Utd injury issues
worsens with Martial
ruled out

Martial
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 7 . 8 - m a g n i t u d e 

Aearthquake hit Turkey 
a n d  S y r i a  o n 

February 6, killing hundreds 
of  people as  they s lept, 
l eve l l ing  bui ld ings,  and 
sending tremors that were felt 
as far away as the island of  
Cyprus and Egypt. 

The first 7.8-magnitude 
quake  wiped  ou t  en t i r e 
sections of  major Turkish 
c i t i e s ;  t h e  s e c o n d  7 . 5 -
magnitude earthquake hit 
southeast Turkey this evening

The tremors, according 
to reports were felt as far away 
as Lebanon, Greece, Israel and 
the island of  Cyprus.

In the southern Turkish 
town of  Gaziantep, 150 miles 
from the border with Syria and 
50 miles from the epicentre of  
t h e  e a r t h q u a k e  i n 
Kahramanmara�, people felt 
aftershocks hours later.

Rescuers in Turkey and 
S y r i a  b r a v e d  f r e e z i n g 
darkness, aftershocks and 
collapsing buildings Tuesday, 
as they dug for survivors 
b u r i e d  b y  s t r i n g  o f  
e a r t h q u a k e s  t h a t  k i l l e d 
thousands of  people.

However, the death toll 
from the massive earthquake 
has reportedly risen above 
5,000 as at press time on 
T u e s d a y  y e t  o f f i c i a l 
information revealed that the 
Rescue workers are st i l l 

s e a r c h i n g  f o r  t r a p p e d 
survivors.

Officials and Medical 
sources have said, at least 
3,419 people have died in 
T u r k e y  a n d  1 , 6 0 2  i n 
g o v e r n m e n t - a n d - r e b e l -
controlled parts of  Syria, 
bringing the total to at least 
5,021

Disaster agencies said 
several thousand of  buildings 
were flattened in cities across a 
vast border region, pouring 
misery on an area already 
plagued by war, insurgency, 
refugee crises and a recent 
cholera outbreak.

The night  sur v ivors 
reportedly used their bare 
hands to pick over the twisted 
r u i n s  o f  m u l t i - s t o r e y 
apartment blocks trying to 
save family,  f r iends and 
anyone else sleeping inside 
when the first massive 7.8-
magnitude quake struck early 
Monday.

The sense of  disbelief  
was widespread, as residents 
struggled to comprehend the 
scale of  the disaster.

As residents tried to clear 
a mountain of  masonry, 
plasterboard and furniture that 
h a d  b e e n  a  mu l t i - s t o r y 
building, another collapsed 
n e a r b y  s e n d i n g  c r owd s 
screaming and clamouring for 
safety.

W i t h  a f t e r s h o c k s 

over the Anatolian fault line in 
the north of  the country that 
h a s  c a u s e d  l a r g e  a n d 
destructive tremors. 

The country had a 7.8-
magnitude tremor was in 
1939, when 33,000 died in the 
eastern Erzincan province.

� z m i t  a n d  t h e 
surrounding Kocaeli region, 
close to Istanbul, was rocked 
b y  a  7 . 4 - m a g n i t u d e 
earthquake in 1999, the worst 
to hit Turkey in decades.

The quake killed more 
than 17,000 people, including 
at least 1,000 in Istanbul, amid 
widespread des t r uct ion. 
Experts have long warned a 
large quake could devastate 
Istanbul.

N a c i  G ö r ü r ,  a n 
ea r thquake  expe r t  w i th 
T u r k e y ' s  A c a d e m y  o f  
Sciences, urged local officials 
to immediately check the 
region's dams for cracks to 
avert potentially catastrophic 
flooding.

T h e  U S  G e o l o g i c a l 
Survey said Monday's first 
earthquake struck at 4:17 am 
(0117 GMT) at a depth of  
about 18 kilometres (11 miles).

The initial earthquake 
was so powerful it was felt as 
far away as Greenland and was 
fo l lowed  by  a  se r ie s  o f  
aftershocks, including a 7.5-
magnitude tremor that struck 
in the middle of  search and 

continuously rattling the area, 
many terrified and exhausted 
survivors spent the night 
outdoors, too afraid to go 
home.

Some huddled under bus 
she l t e r s,  some  wrapped 
themselves in plastic to repel 
the freezing rain and others 
burned debris to keep warm.

Even before the tragedy, 
buildings in Aleppo, Syria's 
prewar commercial hub, often 
c o l l a p s e d  d u e  t o  t h e 
dilapidated infrastructure after 
more than a decade of  war as 
well as little oversight to ensure 
safety of  new construction 
projects, some built illegally.

Up to 23 million people 
could be affected by the 
massive earthquake that has 
killed thousands in Turkey and 
Syria, according to WHO 

“Event overview maps 
show that potentially 23 
million people are exposed, 
including around five million 
vulnerable populations,” the 
World Health Organization's 
senior emergencies officer 
Adelheid Marschang said.

“Civilian infrastructure 
a n d  p o t e n t i a l l y  h e a l t h 
infrastructure have been 
damaged across the affected 
region, mainly in Turkey and 
northwest Syria,” she said.

The WHO “considers 
that the main unmet needs 
m ay  b e  i n  S y r i a  i n  t h e 

rescue work on Monday.

T h e  i m p a c t  w a s 
devastating and sparked a 
global response, with dozens 
of  nations from Ukraine to 
New Zealand vowing to send 
help.

But a winter blizzard has 
covered major roads into the 
area in ice and snow and 
officials said three major 
airports have been rendered 
inoperable,  complicating 
deliveries of  vital aid.

Much of  the quake-hit 
area of  northern Syria has 
already been decimated by 
years  of  war  and aer ia l 
bombardment by Syrian and 
Russia forces that destroyed 
homes, hospitals and clinics.

President  Joe Biden 
p r o m i s e d  h i s  T u r k i s h 
counterpart Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan that the United States 
will send “any and all” aid 
needed to help recover from a 
devastating earthquake.

Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky also 
o f f e red  to  p rov ide  “ the 
necessary assistance” to 
Turkey, whose combat drones 
are helping Kyiv fight the 
Russian invasion.

Chinese state media said 
on Tuesday that Beijing was 
sending rescuers, medical 
teams and other supplies.

immediate and mid-term,” 
Marschang told the WHO's 
execu t ive  commi t t ee  in 
Geneva.

She addressed a special 
meeting on the tragedy, which 
held a minute's silence for the 
victims.

However,  the  WHO 
chief  vowed that the agency 
would “work closely with all 
partners to support authorities 
in both countries in the critical 
hours and days ahead, and in 
the months and years to come 
as both countries recover and 
rebuild.”

The Turkish president, 
Recep Tayyip Erdo�an, who 
will be under pressure to 
oversee an effective response 
to the disaster heading towards 
an election on 14 May, said 
search and rescue teams had 
been dispatched to the affected 
areas. “We do not know how 
high the number of  dead and 
injured will go. Our hope is to 
get through this disaster with 
the least loss,” he said in a 
speech.

“This  i s  the biggest 
disaster we've experienced in 
the last century after the 1939 
Erzincan earthquake,” he 
added, citing an incident in 
which more than 32,000 
people were killed in eastern 
Turkey.

Turkey is in one of  the 
world's most active earthquake 
zones, with land stretching 
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TRAGEDY:  Severe earthquake buries over
5000 Turkey, Syria residents in debris 

 Rescuers search for survivors through the rubble of collapsed buildings in Idlib Province, Syria


