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Man sets wife ablaze
for refusing to cook
for him

...Says, hold me responsible if I fail to
change Nigeria
…Promises international market for Aba
products

... Adopt Peter Obi as presidential candidate,
Obiano urges APGA

Motherland warriors: Neither
ESN operatives nor IPOB
members - Emma Powerful

Abia PDP Guber re-run Primary

Ikpeazu still incharge
...As Chief  of  Staff,  Ahaiwe wins ticket

Uzodimma names Dan Anyiam Stadium’s
Boxing Gym after Imo-born late boxer
...As NBF fails to attend burial, blames State chapter
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Peter Obi at Abakaliki,
Aba



Education Commissioner commends govt for 
improving IMSU as World Class University
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By Ikenna Orioha

C
ommissioner for Ed-
ucation, Imo State, 
Prof. John Cliff  Ck-

ike Nwadike, has lauded 
Governor Hope Uzodimma 
for improving the status and 
standard of  Imo State Uni-
versity Owerri to a World 
Class Varsity. 

He made the remarks in 
an interview with our report-
er during the 8th Convoca-
tion Ceremony of  Imo State 
University Owerri, held on 
Saturday, at the University’s 
Convocation Pavilion.

The Commissioner 
stressed that IMSU was be-

ing rated as a “first class uni-
versity because of  the serious-
ness Imo State Government 
attaches to education. All 
that is required in terms of  
personnel and resources are 
provided and because of  the 
quality of  manpower and the 
capacity of  the overall staff  of  
the university IMSU is soar-
ing higher”.

Nwadike, who expressed 
satisfaction on the richness, 
spectacular and success of  
the convocation ceremony, 
pointed out that “for the past 
years, the university has not 
witnessed such important oc-
casion.

 But today Governor Hope 

2023 election: Ndi Igbo should be patriotic in
supporting Peter Obi - Dr Okwenna
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
he Head, Intervention 
Team of  the Obi/Datti 
Presidential Campaign 

Council of  Labour party, Dr. 
Ifedi Okwenna has called on 
Ndi Igbo to be patriotic in 
supporting the presidential 
candidate, Peter Obi in the 
forthcoming election.

Mr Okwenna also said that 
as the 2023 general elections 
are few weeks away, the La-
bour party has began mobiliz-
ing to ensure that there is no 
voter apathy in the Southeast 
as feared by many.

Dr. Ifedi Okwenna, gave 
the indication yesterday in 
Awka, Anambra state capi-
tal, during a special meeting 
with members of  the Nigeria 
Union of  Journalists (NUJ), 
Anambra State Council, led 
by its chairman, Comrade 
Odogwu Emeka Odogwu, 
PhD at the Godwin Ezeemo 

International Press Center, 
NUJ Secretariat, Awka.

He equally noted that the 
party is making special inter-
ventions, not only in making 
sure that registered voters 
in the region get their PVCs 
ahead of  the polls; but also in 
many other areas that would 
boost voter interest in the re-
gion because of  the strategic 
nature of  the 2023 general 
election.

He said, “We at the LP are 
making every necessary ef-
forts to achieve good results 
at the polls. This is because, 
it will be wrong for other 
Nigerians to be lending their 
support to Peter Obi, while 
the Southeast will be found 
wanting, by not voting mas-
sively for the LP presidential 
candidate. 

We are traversing all the 
nooks and crannies; we have 
suspended sleep; we have sus-
pended rest to achieve this, 
and we are not relenting. In 

the next three weeks, presi-
dential election will hold, and 
Nigerians will elect a presi-
dent after their own heart.

“Nigerians need president 
with capacity, character, 
compassion, and who has 
the will-power to turn things 
around for the better, and the 
answer is in Peter Obi. Obi is 
one person among his con-
temporaries that can help Ni-
gerians take back their coun-
try, and move it forward.”

Flanked by the Coordina-
tor, Diaspora Intervention for 
Obi/Datti presidential cam-
paign council, Barr Franklin 
Nwakor, Okwenna, Okwen-
na also noted with regret 
that since the inception of  
the present democratic dis-
pensation which started in 
1999, the Southeast is yet to 
produce number one citizen 
of  the country; while other 
zones have taken their turns 
at different times.

“By May, 2023, the North 

where Atiku and Kwank-
waso are coming from shall 
have produced a president for 
about 10 years under Musa 
Yar’adua and Mohammadu 
Buhari, as well as vice presi-
dent for 6 years under Nam-
adi Sambo. 

“Southwest where Tinubu 
comes from, has produced 
a president and vice for 16 
years in the last 20 years; un-

Uzodimma has made the 
convocation ceremony a real-
ity and a worthwhile. 

His Excellency is dynamic, 
he loves education and we 
are happy for the success and 
smoothness of  the convoca-
tion ceremony”. 

Nwadike called on the uni-
versity staff  to keep raising 
the bar for academic excel-
lence in the university, just 
as he encouraged students of  
the institution to work hard 
to graduate in flying colors, 
be employable and in turn 
be creators of  labour for the 
good, prosperity and progress 
of  Imo State.

 

Motherland warriors are not ESN operatives 
nor IPOB members - Powerful

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

M
edia and Publicity 
Secretary for In-
digenous People 

of  Biafra Comrade Emma 
Powerful has stated that the 
criminals camping in bushes 
at some parts of  Enugu State 
claiming that they are ESN 
Motherland Warriors are 
neither ESN Operatives nor 
IPOB members. 

Comrade Powerful made 
this known in a press state-
ment made Available to News 
Echo during the weekend. 

According to the report, 
“ESN Operatives do not 
have nicknames. They do not 
have any social media handle 
on Facebook, Instagram, or 
WhatsApp.” 

He noted that “these organ-
ized criminals are sponsored 
by the Nigeria government 
and some politicians in Enu-
gu State, namely some Tradi-
tional Rulers, Religious Lead-
ers, and other state actors in 
Enugu State. 

Their targets can be seen in 
the viral video that they re-

leased in Enugu State. They 
claimed that they are ESN, 
but they are not ESN and do 
not speak for ESN. 

The Nigerian government, 
through some unscrupulous 
polititcians has hired crimi-
nals to keep impersonating 
ESN as a means to blackmail 
IPOB and ESN with crimi-
nality, but that can’t work.

“These sponsored crim-
inal gangs have nothing to 
offer but to kill and destroy 
in our land and at the same 
time make videos claiming 
to be fighting for the release 
of  Mazi Nnamdi Kanu. Bia-
frans the video is an old video 
and cannot do anything”. 

“These are all paid agents 
of  blackmail targeting IPOB 
and MNK. For these paid 
criminal agents to claim to be 
ESN Operatives in their viral 
videos is laughable. 

“They are deluded and will 
pay dearly for the evils they 
commit against our people 
and the treachery the perpe-
trate in the Biafra struggle in 
due time. As long as they are 
operating in the East, ESN 
will capture them one day”. 

IPOB and ESN operatives 
don’t indulge in such coward-
ice or political thuggery and 
assassination threats. 

We are warning Chocho 
and his gang to stop using 
IPOB and ESN Operatives 
names again in this 2023. We 
cannot afford to allow them 
to use ESN’s name in their 
criminal activities this year, 
2023”. 

“IPOB is a peaceful move-
ment, and it’s not in our 
DNA to go after people who 
are not our enemies. 

“But if  you have sold your 
soul to the devil and have be-
come a tool in the hands of  
our enemies against innocent 
Biafrans and the struggle, 
then you have made yourself  
a target of  IPOB and ESN. 

“Impersonating ESN is 
highly prohibited with a cap-
ital punishment penalty. If  
ESN catches you impersonat-
ing them, you will have your-
self  to blame. 

“That is why we are calling 
on every state sponsored gang 
to stop linking the sacred 
name of  ESN to their crimi-
nality or face capital punish-
ment”.

der Olusegun Obasanjo and 
Yemi Osinbajo. 

“The South-South has 
equally produced president 
for six years, and a vice pres-
ident for two years within the 
same period, under Good-
luck Jonathan. The South-
east remains the only zone in 
Southern Nigeria yet to pro-
duce president for this coun-
try in the present democratic 

dispensation and, of  course, 
since the end of  the civil war 
in 1970,” he submitted.

 Earlier, the Chairman NUJ 
Anambra, State Council, Com-
rade Odogwu Emeka Odogwu 
PhD thanked Dr Ifedi Okwen-
na and his team for consider-
ing NUJ Anambra Council as 
one of  the first to visit in the 
South East, and assured that 
their message of  hope shall be 
spread to Ndigbo to ensure that 
voter apathy is curbed.

... Says IPOB is a peaceful movement

Anambra Govt, Carter Centre set to treat 
4.7 million persons on NTDs
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

A
nambra State Min-
istry of  Health in 
partnership with the 

Carter Centre is set to treat 
no fewer than 4.7 million per-
sons on four major Neglected 
Tropical Diseases (NTDs), in 
the state.

Commissioner for Health, 
Dr. Afam Obidike said this 
during the press briefing to 
mark 2023 World NTDs 
Day, in Awka. 

According to him, “the 
Carter Centre has helped 
us to treat these individuals 
from the four major NTDs 
across the state.

“This year’s commemo-
ration had the theme ‘Act 

Now, Act Together, Invest 
in Elimination of  Neglect-
ed Tropical Diseases’. The 
commissioner identified On-
chocerciasis known as River 
Blindness, Lymphatic Filari-
asis also known as Elephanti-
asis, Schistosomiasis and Soil 
Transmitted Helminthiasis 
(STH), as the NTDs endemic 
in the state.

He described NTDs as pre-
ventable communicable dis-
eases prevalent in areas with 
poor sanitation, inadequate 
safe water supply and sub-
standard housing conditions.

Dr. Obidike noted that the 
diseases are considered ne-
glected because they enjoy lit-
tle funding, are almost absent 
from the global health agenda 
and associated with stigma 

and social exclusion. 
According to him, six mil-

lion individuals in the state 
are at risk of  being infected 
with one or more types of  
NTDs but 80 per cent are tar-
geted annually to receive pre-
ventive chemotherapy against 
the diseases.

“In 2020, 1.2 million per-
sons were treated, 3.1 million 
persons were treated in 2021 
and a total of  4,768,342 per-
sons were treated in 2022”.

“In partnership with the 
Carter Centre, no fewer than 
2,867 health workers were 
trained in 2022, on the detec-
tion, treatment, management 
and prevention of  NTDs. To-
day every prevailing NTDs in 
the state is currently receiving 
public health attention”.

Aba products will rule international markets - Obi
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Presidential candi-
date of  Labour Party 
(LP), Mr Peter Obi has 

assured Abians that Made-in-
Aba products will rule the lo-
cal and international markets, 
if  he becomes Nigeria’s Pres-
ident. Obi gave the assurance 
on Friday in Aba while ad-
dressing a mammoth crowd 
of  his supporters at Enyimba 
city, during his presidential 
rally/town hall meeting with 
business community in Aba.

Obi, who arrived the Eny-
imba city into the waiting 
hands of  his surging sup-
porters, said Nigeria has no 
reason to depend on foreign 
markets and foreign brands 
to service the needs of  Ni-
gerians when opportunities 

in Aba products were yet to 
be utilized. Obi who listed 
garment industry, leather in-
dustry, and local fabrication 
industry as untapped sectors, 
said millions of  unemployed 
youths would be gainfully 
employed if  he emerges Nige-
ria’s President.

He lamented that the coun-
try spent trillions of  naira im-
porting foreign goods which 
in return, robbed the national 
currency, Naira of  its rele-
vance. Obi commended the 
Aba businessmen for their 
resilience in the face of  chal-
lenges and government’s fail-
ures, urging them to vote him 
in to rightfully position them. 
Flanked by Abia LP guber 
candidate, Dr Alex Otti and 
other chieftains of  the party, 
the former Anambra Gover-
nor decried the current energy 

crises in the country which 
has seen a liter of  fuel sell for 
as high as N600 in some cities, 
which has left most Nigerians 
deeper in poverty.  Some of  
the businessmen, who spoke 
to Obi during his visit, cried 
out that their businesses had 
either crashed or lost values 
because of  unfriendly govern-
ment policies.

The Obi supporters who 
condemned the scarcity of  
new naira notes in banks, 
described the Labour Party 
Presidential candidate as the 
only hope for Nigeria. Obi 
who letter arrived the Inter-
national Conference Centre 
(ICC), Umuahia for a town 
hall meeting with his support-
ers and the business commu-
nity, said resources belonging 
Nigerians would be used in 
working for the citizens. 
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Imo state Governor Hope Uzodimma in a handshake with as convocating student over 
the weekend at the convocation ceremony of Imo State University.

Anambra: Nnewi indigenes protest over 
bad road network 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

I
ndigenes of Uruagu-Nne-
wi community in Nnewi 
North local government 

area of  Anambra state, yes-
terday, took to the streets to 
protest alleged dilapidated 
road infrastructure in the 
area. 

The protesters, who were 
majorly youths and elderly 
men, displayed placards bear-
ing different inscriptions de-
picting their annoyance over 
alleged neglect of  roads in the 
area.  Some of  the placards 
read: “Nnewi community 
has suffered a lot due to bad 
road network;” “kidnapping 
and robbery are rampant in 
our community as a result of 
bad roads;” “Buhari, Gover-
nor Soludo, please, come to 
our help;” “Religious lead-
ers and prominent people in 
our community should not 
be silent on the state of  our 
roads;” among other things. 

Leader of  the protesters, 
Mr. Obiora Okeke, said that 
several roads in the area, 
especially the Nnewi-Oba 
old road, and St. John of  the 

Cross Catholic Church axis 
in particular, has become a 
death trap that has consumed 
a lot of  people in the recent 
past. 

He said, “Several roads 
in Nnewi, the commercial 
nerve center of  Anambra 
state, and the supposed Ja-
pan of  Africa, have become 
ghosts of  their own selves. 
Majority of  the roads are 
completely dilapidated and 
in states of  disrepair. 

“Vehicles no longer ply 
most of  the roads in Nne-
wi. In rainy seasons, traders 
from outside Nnewi hardly 
come here to transact busi-
nesses because of  bad roads. 
Vehicles that dare come in 
rainy seasons hardly go back 
the same way they come.

“The worst aspect is that 
armed robbers and kidnap-
pers take advantage of  bad 
roads in the commercial city 
to unleash mayhem on mem-
bers of  the public, especially 
strangers. 

“We’ve recorded many 
kidnap and robbery cases 
on these bad spots. The oth-
er day, a woman and two 
young men were halted and 

kidnapped in front of  St. John 
of  the Cross Catholic Church, 
Nnewi, because of  bad road.”

Okeke, who noted that 
majority of  the bad roads are 
Federal Government roads, 
urged concerned authorities 
to do necessary interventions 
on the said roads, in order 
to avert further calamities. 
Youth leader of  Uruagu-Nne-
wi community, Hon. Ejike If-
ejiofor, on his own, called on 
government, church authori-
ties and prominent people in 
the community to intervene 
on the state of  roads in the 
area.

Another indigene of the 
community, Marcel Ifeachor, 
called on the senator repre-
senting Anambra South Sen-
atorial District, Senator (Dr.) 
Patrick Ifeanyi Ubah; the 
member representing Nne-
wi North and Nnewi South 
federal constituency in the 
House of Representatives, 
Hon. Chris Emeka Azubogu; 
who are both indigenes of 
Nnewi, to attract federal pres-
ence to the roads.

He also called on billion-
aire industrialists such as Dr. 
Innocent Chukwuma (IN-

Ikpeazu’s CoS defeats Dep Gov, 
Oko Chukwu, others, to win PDP
guber ticket
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State Deputy 
Governor, Sir Ude 
Oko Chukwu and 3 

other aspirants who contested  
in fresh PDP primary election 
have been trashed by Chief  
Okechukwu Ahaiwe, the for-
mer Chief  of  Staff  to Gover-
nor Okezie Ikpeazu.

T
he Special primary 
was held to replace late 
Prof  Uche Ikonne, the 

former PDP guber candidate 
whose death was announced 
on January 26, 2023.

Ikonne reportedly died of  
Multiple Cardiac Arrest at 
National hospital Abuja after 
collapsing in Umuahia town-
ship stadium on November 
24, 2022 while reading his 
address during a PDP mega 
rally, attended by Governor 
Nyesom Wike and his G-5 
colleagues. 

Ahaiwe scored 469 votes 
to defeat Oko Chukwu who 
got 12 votes while another 
contestant, Mayor Lucky Ig-
bokwe also scored distant 12 
votes. Another aspirant, Hon 
Samson Uka Orji scored 11 
votes while the former PDP 
State Chairman in Abia, Sen-
ator Emma Nwaka embar-
rassingly got no vote during 
the primaries held at Umua-
hia township stadium. Short-
ly before the commencement 
of  the contest, two aspirants 
from Isiala Ngwa North 
LGA, Mr Bob Ogu and Chief  
Eric Opah stepped down for 
the eventual winner, Oke-
chukwu Ahaiwe and asked 
their supporters to give their 
votes to the former Chief  of  
Staff, Ahaiwe and this strate-
gy boosted Ahaiwe’s chances.

Announcing the results 
in the crowded stadium, the 
Chairman of  the Special 
Convention, Governor God-
win Obaseki said the fresh 
primary was held peacefully 
and assured that the new gu-
ber candidate would receive 
support from PDP national 

office.
He announced that a total 

of  516 votes were cast with 
504 being valid while 12 
votes were declared invalid. 
The last-minute entrance of  
Abia Deputy Governor, Oko 
Chukwu, Mayor Lucky Ig-
bokwe,  Hon Samson Orji 
and Senator Emma Nwaka 
was the biggest surprise of  
the contest, as the State Party 
leadership had earlier in the 
week, ruled that only contest-
ants from Isiala Ngwa North 
LGA, the home of  late Prof  
Uche Ikonne would be al-
lowed to contest the Febru-
ary 4 Special primary.

Oko Chukwu is from Nk-
poro in Ohafia LGA Abia 
North zone while Mayor 
Lucky Igbokwe is from Ohu-
hu, Umuahia North in Abia 
Central. Hon Samson Orji 
(Scuorj) is from Idim Abam 
in Arochukwu LGA in Abia 
North while Senator Emma 
Nwaka who is a former PDP 
Chairman in Abia State is 
from Isiukwuato LGA, also 
in Abia North zone.  Mean-
while, the new Abia PDP gu-
ber candidate Sir Okechuk-
wu Ahaiwe in his acceptance 
speech has promised to 
combine his experiences in 
business environment and 
government affairs, to lead 
Abia State to transformation, 
if  elected Governor.

He further appealed to 
those he defeated to join him 
and the PDP family to win 
the governorship and other 
electoral seats in the State, 
promising to be magnani-
mous in victory. 

Officials of  the Independ-
ent National Electoral Com-
mission (INEC) led by Mr 
Festus Okoye witnessed the 
exercise. However, losers 
of  the fresh exercise did not 
reject or applaud it as they 
drove away from the stadium 
immediately the results were 
announced, promising to 
speak to the press later. As at 
the time of  this report, they 
were yet to issue any state-
ment.

.

Ahaiwe’s victory has lifted PDP
from ashes - Ikpeazu 
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

T
he successful conduct 
of  fresh governorship 
primary election in 

Abia State by the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) has 
been described a rise from 
ashes for the party, by Gover-
nor Okezie Ikpeazu.

The fresh primary held in 
Umuahia on Saturday, pro-
duced Sir Okechukwu Ahai-
we, the immediate-past Chief  
of  Staff  to the Governor as 
the winner of  the contest.

Ikpeazu who spoke 
through his Chief  Press Sec-
retary, Onyebuchi Ememan-

ka, expressed happiness at 
the peaceful atmosphere that 
was observed throughout the 
fresh primary poll.

He pointed out that the 
smooth emergence of  Ahai-
we was a testimony of  the 
resilience in the umbrella par-
ty, adding that the victory of  
the former Chief  of  Staff  was 
the wish of  majority of  PDP 
faithful in the State. 

The Abia Governor con-
fessed that his party found 
itself  in despair following the 
death of  former guber candi-
date, Prof  Uche Ikonne. 

The Abia chief  executive 
however expressed his joy 
that his party is up from the 

NOSON); Dr. Cletus Ibeto of 
the Ibeto Group; Dr. Chika 
Okafor (Chikason); Dr Chos-
mas Maduka (Choscharis); 
as well as Dr. Ajulu Uzodike 
(Cutix cables), among others, 
who are indigenes of  Nnewi 
to do something fast about 
the state of  roads in the com-
munity.

According to him, “Any 
community having this ca-
liber of  men as its sons should 
not be complaining about bad 
roads.”
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IGP orders arrest of new 
Naira notes violators
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka 

I
nspector General of  Po-
lice, Usman Alkali Baba, 
has ordered Police per-

sonnel in charge of  Criminal 
Investigations Department, 
the Force Intelligence Bu-
reau to arrest any person/s 
involved in the abuse of  nai-
ra most especially those sell-
ing the new naira issued by 
the central bank of  Nigeria 
for subsequent persecution.

Force Public Relations 
Officer, CSP OLUMUYI-
WA ADEJOBI, (mnipr) of  
Force Headquarters; Abuja 
disclosed this in a statement 
made available to newsmen 
on friday, 3rd Feb.

According to the state-
ment, “In furtherance of  
the Federal Government’s 
policy and drives to uphold 
the provisions of  the Central 
Bank of  Nigeria Act, 2007, 
and dignify Nigeria’s curren-
cy, the Inspector-General of  

...Tasks Supervising AIGs, CPs on enforcement of  CBN Act
Police, IGP Usman Alkali 
Baba, psc(+), NPM, NE-
APS, fdc, CFR, has ordered 
the Deputy Inspector-Gen-
eral of  Police in charge of  
the Force Criminal Investi-
gations Department and the 
Assistant Inspector-General 
of  Police in charge of  the 
Force Intelligence Bureau to 
place officers and men of  the 
Department and the Bureau 
across the nation on high 
alert and to carry out the 
arrest and subsequent prose-

cution of  all individuals en-
gaged in the sale or abuse of  
the Naira notes issued by the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria”.

“The IGP has similarly 
charged all supervisory As-
sistant Inspectors-General of  
Police and Commissioners 
of  Police in charge of  Police 
Commands and Formations 
to carry out full enforcement 
of  the provisions of  Sections 
20 and 21 of  the Central 
Bank of  Nigeria Act, 2007 
which criminalizes amongst 
other things the hawking, 
selling or otherwise trad-
ing, spraying of, dancing or 
matching on the Naira notes, 
falsifying or counterfeiting 
of  bank notes, refusal to ac-
cept the Naira as a means 
of  payment, tampering with 
the coin or note issued by the 
CBN”.

However, it further stated 
that “The Inspector-General 
of  Police reiterated the man-
date of  the Nigeria Police 
Force to enforce all laws and 
regulations without any prej-
udice to the enabling Acts 
of  other security agencies 
and urged all and sundry to 
cooperate with the Nigeria 
Police Force as it brings the 
long arm of  the law to bear 
upon all violators of  the 
provisions of  the CBN Act, 
and other extant statutes in 
Nigeria, with a view to hav-
ing a well-policed society in 
all ramifications within the 
country.”

ashes it found itself  after the 
former guber candidate’s, as-
suring that the sustaining uni-
ty in his party would propel 
the party to victory.

He rounded up by describ-
ing the new PDP candidate 
as a man of  vast qualities and 
praised the national secretari-
at of  the PDP for its neat job 
in the state.
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he  in te r na t iona l  communi ty Tcommemorate World Cancer Day 
every February 4, of every year. For 

this year 2023, it was held on Saturday. 
February 5, 2023 with theme “Close the care 
Gap: Uniting our voices and taking action.” 
This year's campaign summoned like-
minded people to be united in order to build, 
stronger alliances and new innovative 
collaborations in the fight against cancer.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Wo r l d  H e a l t h 
Organization, Cancer is one of the leading 
causes of death worldwide.  The Union for 
International Cancer Control (UICC) was 
established in 1993. Based in Geneva, it is a 
membership-based society working towards 
the eradication of cancer around the world 
and advancing medical research. Under its 
direction, the first International Cancer Day 
was celebrated in Geneva, Switzerland in 
the same year.  Several  well-known 
organizations, cancer societies, and 
treatment centers also supported this 
initiative.

World Cancer Day was made official at 
the first World Summit Against Cancer in 
2000. The event took place in Paris and was 
a t t e n d e d  b y  m e m b e r s  o f  c a n c e r 
organizations and prominent government 
leaders from around the world. A document 
titled the 'Charter of Paris Against Cancer,' 
featuring 10 articles, was signed, outlining a 
global commitment to improving the 
facilitation and quality of life of cancer 
patients. Advancement and increased 
investment in researching, preventing, and 
treating cancer was also highlighted. Article 
X of this charter officially declared World 
Cancer Day to be observed on February 4.

Cancer has numerous types, so there are 
various colors and symbols used to mark a 
specific type of cancer and promote the fight 
against it. For example, the orange ribbon is 
for creating awareness of cancer in children, 
while the pink ribbon is globally associated 
with breast cancer awareness. As a symbol 
of hope for patients and survivors, the 
daffodil flower is used by the American 
Cancer Society for a future where this life-
threatening disease no longer exists. 

On this day, hundreds of events and 
fundraisers take place around the world each 
year, to bring individuals, communities, and 
organizations together in hospitals, schools, 
businesses, markets, community halls, 
parks, etc. to campaign and deliver the 
powerful reminder that those hit by cancer 
are  not  a lone,  and  we a l l  share  a 
responsibility in reducing the global impact 
of this disease.

According to a the message from the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
Regional Director for Africa, Dr Matshidiso 
Moeti, approximately 1.1 million new 
cancer cases occur each year in Africa, with 
about 700,000 deaths.

His message reads in parts, “The numbers 
are stark. Approximately 1.1 million new 
cancer cases occur each year in Africa, with 
about 700,000 deaths. Data estimates show 

a considerable increase in cancer mortality to 
nearly one million deaths per year by 2030, 
without urgent and bold interventions. 

“We should recall that the most common 
cancers in adults include breast (16.5%), 
cervical (13.1%), prostate (9.4%), Colorectal 
(6%), and liver (4.6%) cancers, contributing 
to nearly half of the new cancer cases.   With 
significant data challenges, childhood cancer 
incidence in sub-Saharan Africa is estimated 
at 56.3 per million population. Current 
projections show that Africa will account for 
nearly 50% of the global childhood cancer 
burden by 2050, compelling expeditious 
efforts to confront this concern, as was done 
for the young girl from Rwanda.

“In that view, it is important to celebrate 
some achievements we have made as a 
region, at the country level. Twelve 
countries in the region have valid National 
Cancer Control Plans. WHO is supporting 
eleven additional countries in developing or 
updating their National Cancer Control 
Plans aligned to the global cancer initiatives 
coupled with the presence of governance 
structures at the government level to 
implement Cancer Plans.

“Currently, 16 countries have introduced 
high-performance-based screening tests in 
line with WHO recommendations and plan 
to scale up cervical cancer screening. The 
introduction of  gynecologic oncology 
Fellowships for improved access to cervical 
cancer treatment services in Malawi and 
Zambia is commendable and innovative.
“Despite these achievements, stumbling 
blocks remain on our path. These include the 
low availability of Population Based Cancer 
Registries; limited health promotion; 
inadequate access to primary prevention and 
early detection services; the scarcity of 
diagnostic facilities that increase delays in 
diagnosis and treatment. 

“Provision of palliative care is rare in 
Africa, notwithstanding the significant need 
for it. Africa has only 3% of the world's 
c a n c e r  t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t i e s,  w i t h 
radiotherapy available in just 22 countries in 
sub-Saharan Africa, contributing to very low 
survival rates.

“By uniting voices and action, we can 
address cancer at individual and community 
levels: Choosing healthy lifestyles, getting 
vaccinated, and getting routinely screened 
against preventable cancers. Parents have the 
responsibility to ensure their eligible 
daughters receive HPV vaccines.

We therefore call on governments of 
countries in the African continent to develop 
and update national cancer control plans, 
provide sustainable financing for cancer 
prevention, cure and care.

It is also critical to ensure adequate 
infrastr ucture  for  human resource, 
screening, diagnostics, and treatment. There 
is equally a need to expand the use of digital 
health and establish relevant trainings for 
the cancer workforce.
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Opinion

he Boston Celtics is Tinarguably one of  the 
m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l 

franchises of  the National 
Basketball Association (NBA) 
in American history. Fact. 
Upon formation on 6th June, 
1946, the then owner, Walter 
A u g u s t i n e  B r o w n  w a s 
intentional in naming the 
team Celtics, as a tribute to 
B o s t o n ' s  h u g e  I r i s h 
population. Today, the Boston 
Celtics hold the record for the 
most recorded wins of  any 
NBA team and it's hard to tell 
i f  this  magic  was made 
possible with the help of  
Lucky the Leprechaun, the 
team's official mascot, or it has 
something to do with the 
famed I r i sh  tenac i ty  o f  
purpose. Or maybe both. But I 
digress.

A little history here. The 
first  evidence of  human 
presence in Ireland dates back 
to around 33,000 years ago 
and historians taught that the 
Irish are descendants of  the 
Celts, an Iron Age people who 
originated in the middle of  
Europe and invaded the area 
they remain in between 1000 
B.C. and 500 B.C. By the late 
4th century AD, Christianity 
had begun to  g radual ly 
subsume the Gaelic Ireland's 
polytheistic religion, before 
eventua l ly  re p lac ing  i t . 
Attempts to impose a new 
Protestant faith on the people, 
however, were met with a 
great deal of  resistance by a 
predominant ly  Cathol ic 
population.

It was the Anglo-Norman 
invasion of  Ireland in 1169 
that resulted in a partial 
conquest of  the island and 
marked the beginning of  more 
than 800 years of  English rule. 
Henry VII later proclaimed 
himself  King over Ireland in 
1541 and turned the place into 
a potential  batt leground 
b e t w e e n  P r o t e s t a n t 
Reformists and Catholic 
Counter-Reformists.

Between 1801 and 1922, 
Great Britain ruled all of  
Ireland. Resistance to British 
rule by Irish nationalists, the 
m a j o r i t y  o f  w h o  w e r e 
Catholic, had existed for 
hundreds of  years and it took 
the form of  mostly peaceful 
matches  bu t  somet imes 
violent protests. Facing a civil 
war,  Bri ta in par t i t ioned 
I r e l a n d  i n  1 9 2 0  i n t o  a 
predominantly Protestant 

north and largely Catholic 
south.

The Irish Free State (later 
renamed Ireland in 1937) 
became truly free in 1922, with 
26 counties and Dublin as the 
capital. Northern Ireland, 
with six counties and the 
capital in Belfast, exercised its 
right to stay within the UK. In 
1949, Ireland declared itself  a 
Republic and left the British 
Commonwealth.

The Republic of  Ireland, a 
nation of  a little over five 
million people, is a land of  
scenic beauty that is famous 
f o r  i t s  G e o r g i a n  u r b a n 
buildings, as well as Norman 
and Anglo-Irish castles. In his 
travelogue published in the 
Daily Trust of  26 December, 
2004, Farooq Kperoogi had 
this to say:

“There are many instructive 
historical parallels between 
Ireland and countries that 
make up Africa. Like most 
African countries, Ireland was 
a victim of  decades of  ruthless 
imperial oppression. It also 
w e n t  t h r o u g h  s e v e r e 
d e p r i v a t i o n  a n d 
underdeve lopment  a f te r 
f r e e i n g  i t s e l f  f r o m  t h e 
s t r a n g l e h o l d  o f  B r i t i s h 
colonialism….. English is not 
the original language of  the 
Irish people. It was imposed 
on them, like the rest of  us in 
Africa, by British colonialists. 
After independence, which 
was won at the cost of  great 
sacrifice, the Irish strained 
very hard to instil loyalty to 
Irish Gaelic, the original 
language of  the Irish, among 
its citizens by insisting that the 
language be taught to students 
from an impressionable age so 
that they will grow up to speak 
the language and have pride in 
it.” Who knew!

Between 1845 and 1852, 
Ireland also faced what was 
called the Great Famine, 
which led to the mass exodus 
of  its people. That was how 
many of  them ended up in 
Boston, Massachusetts, USA. 
Yet, with no natural resources 
available to extract and sell, 
the people were subsequently 
able to overcome adversities, 
welcome prosperity and they 
even went on to build an 
economy that was the fastest 
growing in the whole of  
Europe. It was once referred to 
as the Celtic Tiger to buttress a 
period of  rapid economic 

growth in the mid-1990s to the 
late 2000s.

The reason for Ireland's 
economic miracle lies in a 
well-educated and skilled 
workforce that allowed the 
country to attract long-term 
foreign direct investment. 
Early on, the country had 
invested heavily in education, 
introducing free secondary 
schooling and grants for third-
level education. The Irish 
economy has become an 
European hub of  corporate 
headquarters and the country 
is one of  the largest exporters 
of  pharmaceuticals, medical 
devices and soft-ware related 
goods and services.

Today, the Irish economy is 
diversified, and even in this 
COVID era  when many 
nations are struggling and 
businesses have shuttered their 
doors, it remains resilient and 
continues to grow.

The story is much different 
in Northern Ireland, which is 
not a country but rather a 
p rov ince  in  the  Uni t ed 
Kingdom. There is still a 
dramatic difference though, 
between economic metrics of  
the two Irish jurisdictions in 
favour of  the Republic of  
Ireland. There has, obviously, 
been a flip here because, prior 
to the partitioning of  Ireland 
in 1921, the six counties that 
were to become Northern 
Ireland were the powerhouse 
of  the Irish economy.

The Protestant majority 
and Catholic minority in 
Northern Ireland have been in 
conflict almost from the 
beginning. While the Republic 
o f  I r e l a n d  i s  f u l l y 
i n d e p e n d e n t ,  N o r t h e r n 
Ireland remains under British 
r u l e,  a n d  t h e  C a t h o l i c 
communities in cities like 
Belfast and Londonderry have 
c o m p l a i n e d  o f  u n f a i r 
treatment and discrimination 
by the Protestant-controlled 
government and police forces. 
Violence erupted between 
unionists who favoured their 
remaining in Britain and 
nationalists who preferred 
their unification with the 
Republic of  Ireland.

Growing violence, with 
terrorist  attacks both in 
Ireland and Great Britain, led 
to the direct rule of  Northern 
Ireland by the UK parliament. 
For a period of  over three 
decades, more than 3,500 

deaths were attributed to these 
hostilities, which came to be 
known as “The Troubles”.

A peace initiative by the 
United States, also involving 
the Republic of  Ireland, four 
of  the major political parties in 
Northern Ireland and the 
United Kingdom, yielded an 
agreed framework for lasting 
peace in the troubled region. 
Called the 1998 Good Friday 
Ag reement ,  i t  ach ieved 
compromise by creating a 
power-sharing government, 
abolition of  border checks 
between Northern Ireland and 
the Republic of  Ireland, and 
t h e  f a c i l i t a t i o n  o f  
disarmament. Relative peace 
seemed to have returned to the 
area till the Brexit vote of  June 
2016.

The most contentious issue 
in the region has always been 
the border between Northern 
Ireland and the Republic of  
Ireland. Prior to Brexit, the 
border, which used to be 
heavily militarised at the peak 
of  the conflict, was essentially 
invisible, with the seamless 
movement of  people, goods 
and services across it. This was 
possible in large part because 
both the Republic of  Ireland 
and the UK were part of  the 
European  Union  s ing le 
market. With Brexit, that 
ceased to be the case. Part of  
the negotiation on how to 
navigate this volatile issue 
during Brexit was what gave 
rise to what is now referred to 
as the Nor thern Ireland 
Protocol.

To maintain peace, it was 
a g r e e d  t h a t  i n s t e a d  o f  
checking goods at the Irish 
border, any inspection and 
document check necessary 
would be conducted between 
Northern Ireland and Great 
Britain, with the inspection 
h a p p e n i n g  a t  N o r t h e r n 
Ireland's ports. It was also 
agreed that Northern Ireland 
w o u l d  k e e p  f o l l o w i n g 
European Union rules on 
product standards.

T h e  p r o b l e m  i s  t h a t 
unionists,  including the 
Democratic Unionist Party 
(DUP) that voted in support of  
Brexit as a way of  drawing 
closer to the UK, have serious 
issues with the Protocol. They 
worry that any distinction 
between their region and the 
rest of  the United Kingdom 
will drive a wedge between 
them. The UK government 

also wants to renegotiate the 
t e r m s  o f  t h e  p r o t o c o l , 
requiring an independent 
body to settle disputes, rather 
than the European Court of  
Justice, which currently does.

For almost a year, the DUP 
has blocked the formation of  a 
regional government and 
demanded that the Northern 
Ireland protocol be revised as 
a pre-condition for this. 
Presently, the deadline elapsed 
and the British government is 
now expected to schedule new 
elections within 12 weeks. The 
problem is that since the 2016 
Brexit vote, Northern Ireland's 
nationalist and republican 
leaders have called for a 
referendum. This could lead 
Northern Ireland people to 
vote to leave the UK and join a 
united Ireland, for which the 
Good Friday Agreement 
allows. That would, however, 
require London's approval, as 
well as a separate vote in the 
Republic of  Ireland.

A l l  t h e  i s s u e s 
aforementioned have caused 
renewed tensions within 
Northern Ireland and Belfast 
witnessed one of  the worst 
street violence in decades in 
April 2021. The Brexit vote 
has come and gone but left in 
i t s  wa k e  c h a l l e n ge s  o f  
gargantuan proportion.

Back to the Boston Celtics. 
Ime Udoka, a Nigerian-
A m e r i c a n  p r o f e s s i o n a l 
basketball coach, was until 
recently the team's head 
coach. It may also interest 
readers to know that as far 
back as 2011, there were 
17,624 Nigerians resident in 
Ireland. Today, our people 
constitute the largest African 
group in the country, although 
the majority of  Nigerian 
migrants to Ireland have been 
p r o m p t e d  b y  e c o n o m i c 
necessity, much more than any 
other considerations. But 
maybe there is something 
about the Irish and Ireland 
that Nigerians find irresistible. 
We may have found kindred 
spirits in them which is why it 
may not be entirely fortuitous 
that the Embassy of  the 
Republic of  Ireland in Abuja is 
domiciled in a street called 
Negro Crescent.

And so as the basketball 
season plays out, I have no 
other team in mind to root for 
t h a n  t h e  G r e e n  S m a s h 
Machine. For out here, it's the 
Celts or nothing. Enough said.

By Osmund Agbo

Boston Celtics, Republic of Ireland and
the return of trouble in the British Isle
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2023: Hold me responsible if I fail
to change Nigeria - Peter Obi vows
By David Eze,
Abakaliki

T
he Presidential can-
didate of  the Labour 
Party, LP, in the 2023 

general election, Mr. Peter 
Obi has asked Nigerians to 
hold him responsible, if  his 
administration doesn’t im-
pact positively on their lives 
and the economy of  the na-

tion. Obi who stated this dur-
ing his campaign rally at the 
Pa Ngele Oruta Township 
Stadium, Abakaliki, stressed 
that the sufferings Nigerians 
were going through under 
the APC-led government 
was entirely unacceptable.

The LP Presidential candi-
date further emphasized that 
his administration would 
ensure policies that would 

favour the youths and wom-
en in the country. According 
to him, this year’s election, 
would de-emphasize reli-
gion, but focus on compe-
tence, credibility and per-
formance in various sphere 
of  influence. He said: “This 
year’s election is not going 
to be about religion. Let’s 
not allow them to divide us 
again. It is nobody’s turn, but 

your turn to take back your 
country.

“Am contesting this elec-
tion as an Igbo man who is 
most qualified. People want 
to be President but they have 
not told you who they are.  
I will change this country; 
hold me responsible. This is a 
great country and there’s no 
reason we are to be suffering. 
We don’t want those who are 
stealing our money.

“Anybody that gives you 
money take it. It’s your mon-
ey. Take the money and reject 
them. I was the Governor of 
Anambra State and I never 
owned anybody. I left N75bn

“We want you to vote for 
human being. We want to 
take care of  mama, papa and 
pikin. Hold me responsible, 
let’s build a new Nigeria. 

This Government will be 
for the youth and women. 
Mama papa, pikin.”  Obi 
who was overwhelmed by the 
mammoth crowd that wel-
comed him during the rally 
and town hall meeting with 
the Nigerian students further 
assured of  the possibility of  a 
new Nigeria in 2023.

He said in the past 20 years, 
Nigeria has been breeding 
insecurity, poverty, suffer-
ing, unemployment, elec-
tric grinding, ASUU strike, 
scarcity of  potable water and 
countless drawbacks. He as-
sured that his administration 
if  elected as Nigeria’s Presi-
dent in 2023, would ensure 
that the country becomes a 
secured nation, promised 
massive employment for the 
youth and women, and to 

Obi at the Abakaliki rally.

Ngor-Okpala APC Assembly
candidate bags PhD at IMSU,
promises fair representation
By Ikenna Orioha

T
he APC candidate 
for Ngor-OKpala 
State Constituency 

Seat in the 2023 election, 
Hon. Prince Obinna Am-
brose Egu, has bagged PhD 
in History and Internation-
al Studies from Imo State 
University (IMSU) Owerri. 

The PhD was awarded 
to Egu by the university 
during its 8th Convocation 
Ceremony, held last week, 
at the University’s Convo-
cation Pavilion. 

Egu who said the PhD 
award was due to his hard 
and firm academic work, 
thanked God for strength-

ening him to achieve the 
feat which he described as a 
huge academic success. 

He said he is re-contesting 
to represent the good peo-
ple of  Ngor-OKpala at the 
State Assembly in order to 
do more human-driven pro-
jects that will encourage the 
people to actively engage in 
productive activities to fend 
properly for themselves to 
overcome poverty, suffer-
ing, hardship and violence.

However, Egu appealed 
to the people to see him as 
the best candidate in the 
contest and give him their 
mandate, saying he will not 
disappoint them.

2023 elections: Sen Ekwunife dumps 
Atiku, campaigns for Peter Obi

D
r. Uche Ekwunife, 
Senator for Anam-
bra Central Senatori -

al District, has startled Nige-
rians by abruptly switching 
her support from the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
presidential candidate, Al-
haji Atiku Abubakar, to the 
Labour Party (LP), Mr Peter 
Obi.

Ekwunife, a PDP member, 
announced her decision on 
Sunday at the Agulu town 
hall during a stakeholders’ 
meeting attended by men 
and women leaders.

Speaking in Igbo, she said: 
“Vote for me in PDP. In the 
presidential election, we all 
know where we are going to 
vote. We are politicians. We 
know this game very well. 
It’s on our fingertips. Peter 
Obi is our son and my men-
tor; we can’t work against 
him.

 “But what I’m asking you 
is to vote for me in PDP. 
At the presidential level we 
all know who our preferred 
candidate is. That one is not 
in dispute. It’s settled. She 
spoke in Igbo.

According to Anaedoon-
line.ng, Ekwunife stated at 
the official launch of  the 
PDP presidential campaign 
in Ugo, Akwa Ibom State, in 

October 2022, that Nigeria 
does not need a kindergarten 
president.

While campaigning for the 
PDP Presidential candidate, 
Atiku Abubakar, the sena-
tor declared in a viral video 
that Nigeria did not need 
someone who would con-
stantly remind the country 
of  its problems, but rather 
someone who knew how to 
address them.

Many Peter Obi support-
ers in Anambra State and 
elsewhere took the film to 
be alluding to Peter Obi, the 
LP’s Presidential candidate.

Many Obi fans also at-
tacked Ekwunife, who had 
previously called herself  a 
political daughter of  Obi be-
fore his (Obi’s) move from 
the PDP to the LP.

However, in a press release, 
Ekwunife, who appeared to 
have realized her error, re-
canted, stating that she was 
not referring to Obi.

According to a press state-
ment issued by her media 
aide, Mr Kingsley Ubani, the 
video is being misconstrued. 
“The Senator representing 
Anambra Central Senatori-
al District, Uche Ekwunife 
PhD, remarked earlier to-
day (October) that Nigeria 
needs a President who can 

transition its economy from 
consumption to production, 
adding that the country does 
not need a kindergarten 
President,” it said.

“Ekwunife who spoke at 
the PDP Presidential Cam-
paign flag-off  in Uyo, Akwa 
Ibom state was addressing 
Nigerians on the need to 
support her Party’s Presiden-
tial Candidate, Alhaji Atiku 
Abubakar.

“The interpretation in 
some or that Senator Ek-
wunife was referring to the 
Labour Party Presidential 
Candidate, Mr Peter Obi or 
the candidate of  any other 
political party in her speech, 
is wrong.

“Senator Ekwunife’s state-
ments were in line with the 
fact that Nigeria needs a 
President who is well round-
ed, and has the resume’, ex-
perience, mindset and quali-
fications to lead the country 
out of  the woods.”

Meanwhile, about the 
same time she said that Ni-
geria did not need a kinder-
garten president; Ekwunife 
reportedly boasted that if  
Atiku won, she would be ap-
pointed Senate President.

fight poverty by removing 
the country from consump-
tion to production. Obi, the 
former Governor of  the An-
ambra State, also promised 
to end the ASUU strike and 
to make sure that all the grad-
uates have a better livelihood 
under his watch. He vowed 
to uplift the infrastructural 
status of  Ebonyi State better 
than the way he met it today.

While commending the 
efforts of  the Ebonyi LP 
stakeholders towards the 
actualization of  a new Ni-
geria under the platform of 
the party, Obi described the 
state governorship candi-
date of  the party, Architect 
Edward Nkwegu (Edon) as 
a very wonderful figure. He 
charged the students and 
other citizens of  the state to 
massively vote for the La-
bour Party in the forthcom-
ing 2023 general elections at 
their various polling units, 
and insisted that “a new 
Nigeria is possible to make 
everybody happy regardless 
of  tribe, religion, colour or 
statue.”

Times of Israel nominates Nnamdi Kanu 
for Jewish Nobel Prize

A 
popular Jewish Jour-
nalist at Times of  
Israel, Shashi Ishai 

has nominated Nnamdi 
Kanu the leader of  the In-
digenous People of  Biafra 
(IPOB) for Jewish Nobel 
Prize, and called on others 
to also nominate the Biafran 
freedom fighter for the Prize. 

The Nobel Prize is aimed 
at fostering Jewish identi-
ty, inspire Jewish pride and 
strengthen the bond between 
Israel and the Diaspora.

The Noble Prize celebrates 
Jewish talent and achieve-
ment, honoring individuals 
for their accomplishments 
and commitment to Jew-
ish values, inspiring Jews to 
connect to their heritage and 
to Israel.

The vision of  the Genesis 

Prize is a strong and vibrant 
Jewish people, aware of  its 
roots while looking to the 
future; a Jewish community 
flourishing in diversity, yet 
united in appreciation of  
Jewish values and support 
for the Jewish State.

Recall that the Federal 
High Court in Abuja had 
ordered the remand of  Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu under the cus -
tody of  the Department of  
State Services (DSS). Nnam-
di Kanu was re-arraigned on 
charges bordering on alleged 
treason. Justice Binta Nyako 
said he is to be remanded in 
DSS custody pending the de-
termination of  his trial.

The IPOB leader appeared 
in court without his lawyer 
or any member of  his de-
fence team. Nnamdi Kanu 

told the court that he decided 
to go underground because 
his house was raided but he 
was able to escape.

He said if  he had not es-
caped, he might have been 
killed like other members of  
the group.

Nnamdi Kanu was first ar-
rested on October 14, 2015, 
and arraigned on 11-count 
charges bordering on ter-
rorism, treasonable felony, 
managing an unlawful socie-
ty, publication of  defamato-
ry matter, illegal possession 
of  firearms and improper im -
portation of  goods, among 
others.

He was later arrested again 
in June 2021 in Kenya and 
has been in the detention 
at the DSS headquarters in 
Abuja till date.
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By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

E
bonyi State govern-
ment has exonerated 
the Ebubeagu security 

operatives of  any involve-
ment in the attack on gover-
norship candidate of  the All 
Progressives Grand Alliance, 
APGA, Prof  Benard Odoh 
on thursday night at Okpoto 
in ishielu local Government 
council while returning from 
campaign rally.  

The state Commissioner 
for Information and State 
Orientation, Barr Uchenna 
Orji and the State Consult-
ant on Security, Chief  Stan-
ley Emegha in a joint press 
briefing regretted the attack 
but insisted that operatives of  
Ebubeagu were not involved 
in the attack. They described 
those linking Ebubeagu to the 
act as ill-informed and enemy 
of  the people.

Emegha explained that 
the formation of  Ebubeagu, 
translated from the neigh-
bourhood watch to Ebubeagu 
and government is paying 
heavily on its complimenta-
ry role to the security agen-
cies. According to him, the 
Ebubeagu operatives have 
limits to what they can do as 
contained in the law estab-

lishing the outfit and there are 
certain levels where they will 
alert the police for interven-
tion. Emegha regretted the 
blame game going on in the 
state instead of  all the stake-
holders to come together to 
proffer solutions to the crisis.

He however, condemned 
in strong terms the alleged 
attack on the Convoy Profes-
sor Benard Odo by mindless 
armed men, urging everyone 
to be security conscious and 
give vital information to the 
security agencies to enable 
them serve the people better 
as security is a collective task 
of  all. 

Emegha noted that the 
Government of  Engr Chief  
David Nweze Umahi placed 
high premium on the security 
of  lives and property of  the 
people hence, his huge invest-
ment in the security sector of  
the state. 

He emphasized that 
Ebubeagu as a responsible 
and law abiding outfit cannot 
attack Ebonyi citizen it ought 
to be protected despite any 
level of  provocation. 

He urged the general public 
to go about their lawful busi-
ness and discountenance such 
wicked rumour as it is intent 
was to cause panic among the 
populace, assuring that the 

security agencies are working 
round the clock to unmask 
the identity of  the perpetra-
tors of  the heinous crime.

On his part, the state com-
missioner for information, 
Barr Uchenna Orji who de-
scribed the allegation as false, 
malicious and mischievous 
saying those behind it are 
only out to tarnish the good 
image of  the administration 
of  Engnr David Umahi in the 
state.

He said: “Gentlemen of  the 
Press, I thank you for giving 
us the opportunity to address 
the trending allegation from 
the All Progressives Grand 
Alliance (APGA). That alle-
gation is credited to one Nw-
anchor Chibuike Nwanchor 
who is said to be the Publicity 
Secretary of  APGA, Ebonyi 
State”. 

“I won’t bore you with the 
details but to the extent that 
they mentioned Ebonyi State 
government and its security 
agency, Ebubeagu, I have to 
say that the allegation such as 
it is, is tantamount to absolute 
fabrication and irresponsible 
without foundation and clev-
erly woven in their political 
material time to dent the im-
age of  a renowned and pro-
gressive administration of  His 
Excellency, Engr. Chief  Da-

vid Umahi” “So, we are not 
surprised about the allegation 
of  APGA that their governor-
ship candidate was attacked”. 

“Let’s challenge them 
to bring evidence of  any 
Ebubeagu attacking any per-
son, let alone the convoy of  
the governorship candidate 
of  APGA, let them come up 
with any empirical evidence 
showing the identify or even 
anything closer to the identi-
ty of  the people that attacked 
them, the location and all the 
circumstances. 

“And again, being a crim-
inal matter, we also want to 
challenge them to please en-
sure they get the necessary 
authorities to know if  they 
have persons they are suspect-
ing, they must be bold and 
courageous to mention them. 
So, we challenge him to bring 
up any evidence against 
Ebubeagu”, he stated.

(Centre): Anambra Commissioner for Health, Dr. Afam Obidike in a press brie�ng to mark 2023 
World NTDs Day, in Awka

Southern, Middle Belt leaders 
endorse Peter Obi

S
outhern and Middle 
Belts Leaders’ Forum 
has endorsed the presi-

dential candidate of  Labour 
Party Peter Obi as their pre-
ferred presidential candidate 
ahead of  the forthcoming 
February 25th presidential 
election.

The decision was an-
nounced on Thursday in a 
communique read by John 
Nwodo, the immediate past 
president-general of  the 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo World-
wide, at the end of  a meeting 
of  the forum in Abuja.

The Southern and mid-
dle belts forum, chaired by 
Edwin Clark, is made up of  
leaders from the middle-belt 
area, as well as groups in-
cluding the Ohanaeze Ndig-
bo, Afenifere, and the Pan 
Niger Delta Forum (PAN-
DEF).

 “That we give our unal-
loyed vote of  thanks to our 
father and leader, Chief  Ed-

win Clark, for his boldness, 
his sagacity, his tenacity, and 
his relentlessness in pursuing 
the aims and aspirations of  
this organisation”.

“That we warn all those 
who want to change the 
hands of  the clock of  Nigeria 
by doing anything that will 
derail a peaceful transition to 

Gunmen attack, set house, cars of House of Assembly candidate ablaze

G
unmen terrorising 
Imo State and other 
parts of  the South-

East region of  Nigeria, in the 
early hours of  Saturday at-
tacked the country home of 
the Labour Party’s Okigwe 
Local Government Area of 
Imo State House of  Assem-
bly, Nnaemeka Obiaraeri, 
setting his house, cars, and 
those of  his father and uncles 
ablaze.

Confirming the incident 
in a statement he personal-
ly issued on Saturday and 
made available to newsmen, 
Obiaraeri blamed the attack 

on what he described as the 
“failure of  the All Progres-
sives Congress-led admin-
istrations in the state and at 
the centre.”

The Labour Party candi-
date who said the arsonists 
stormed his house in Amagu 
Ihube in three Toyota Hi-
lux vehicles said “Gunmen, 
surely known to their spon-
sors, went to my country 
home in Amagu Ihube to 
burn down my house and 
burn to ashes my operational 
factory vehicles parked there.

“Just got another share of 
the terrible state of  security 

in Nigeria. Unknown gun-
men came to my country 
home in Amagu Ihube, and 
burnt to ashes the operation-
al factory vehicles including 
my house.

“They also destroyed my 
father’s house and that of  my 
uncle. My aged mum and sib-
lings are currently in trauma. 
Three Hilux trucks loaded 
with bandits and killers, went 
on a spree of  burning houses 
and maiming people without 
anyone stopping them.

“The insecurity in our state 
has gotten to its precipice. I 
don’t know who I offended 

and why anybody could tar-
get me for destruction. I have 
not eaten anyone’s yam or 
fish.

“This is another evidence 
of  the failure of  the APC 
Governments in Imo State 
and Aso Rock, Nigeria to 
live up to their Oath of  Of-
fice of  protecting the lives 
and properties of law-abid-
ing Nigerians. Total failure 
of  governments and leaders.”

Obiaraeri said the attack 
has only reinforced “our call 
for Nigerians to pick their 
PVCs and help vote for Peter 
Obi and Ahmed Datt.

Recall that the All Progres-
sives Grand Alliance, APGA 
had in a Press statement is-
sued by its spokesperson, Mr. 
Nwanchor Chibueke accused 
the Ebubeagu security oper-
atives of  masterminded the 
attack and called for the im-
mediate disbandment of  the 
security outfit.

 “The All Progressives 
Grand Alliance, (APGA) in 
Ebonyi State has received 
with dismay, the unwarranted 
suspected Ebubeagu militia 
Ambushed attack on its gu-
ber candidate. “Prof. Bernard 
Ifeanyi Odoh was attacked 
where one of  his drivers was 
killed, five missing and two 
others sustained various de-
grees of  injuries.

 “This happened near Rest 
House, Okpoto, Ishielu Local 
Government Area of  Ebonyi 
State. “This is among several 

attempts of  the ruling APC 
government to suppress Eb-
onyi APGA, whose message 
has penetrated every nook 
and cranny in Ebonyi State. 

“Recall that Ebonyi APC 
masterminded the beating of  
APGA supporters in Afik-
po North, Ugwulangwu in 
Ohaozara LGA, and the de-
struction of  vehicles during 
the APGA campaign at Izzi 
LGA sometimes last year.” 

In the face of  such a sordid 
act, they persisted in laying 
ambush, fired to kill the Gu-
ber Candidate, but succeeded 
in killing the driver, while oth-
ers sustained various degrees 
of  injuries. 

“It is now clear to everyone 
that APC in the state plans to 
use Ebebuagu militia to in-
timidate and destabilize the 
peaceful conduct of  the elec-
tion starting on the 25th of  
February 2023”, he said.

Imo Govt has paid all genuine civil 
servants - Accountant-General

I
mo State Accountant 
General AG, Mr Linus 
Okeafor has revealed that 

the Imo State Government 
led by Senator Hope Uzodin-
ma, has finally paid all gen-
uine workers in the State’s 
Civil Service Work Force.

The Accountant Gen-
eral made this submission 
Tuesday at State Secretariat 
complex located along Ow-
erri Portharcourt road while 
delivering lecture/paper pres-
entation for the Civil Service 
Week.

The Accountant General 
who was poetic and dramat-
ic while presenting his paper 
titled “Early and Regular 
Payment of  Salaries”: made 
it abundantly clear that Gov-
ernor Hope Uzodinma is al-
ways anxious of  the welfare 
of  Imo Workers adding that 
no authentic  Imo Worker is 
complaining of  salary any 
longer.

He maintained that Imo 
Workers will continue to re-
ceive their salaries as at when 
due. He advised those Civil 
Servants with little salary is-
sues to go to the office of  the 
Head of  Service and sought 

themselves out.
“Pensioners and workers 

will be getting their money 
promptly from now on. Even 
this month that have just end-
ed, workers have received 
alert of  their payment” AG 
said.

Speaking further, he ex-
plained that every verified 
worker in Imo State is being 
paid because of  the improve-
ment in the data manage-
ment and salary payment.

He made it clear that a 
digital technology makes it 
possible for easy and prompt 
payment of  salaries and pen-
sion.

The Accountant Gener-
al also said the Governor is 
motivating workers for them 
to be more productive in the 
State.

According to him, the 
promotion coming up is for 
every qualified worker. He 
assured Imolites that the 13 
month salary will remain 
constant through the period 
of  the 3R government.

He therefore urged all 
workers of  the State to re-
ciprocate the good gesture of  
Governor Hope Uzodinma.

the next civilian government 
of  this country, that we shall 
rise like one man in defence 
of  the ballot box and that Ni-
gerians must go to vote.”

“This we have resolved to-
day and we enjoin other Ni-
gerians who do not belong 
to our organisation to join 
us in realising this for the 
betterment of  Nigeria: “Pe-
ter Obi is your son and he is 
the rock upon which Nigeria 
will stand,” the communique 
read.



Many have called for the 
extension of  the deadline 
for the swap of  the old 
Naira notes with the new 
notes by the apex bank, but 
the CBN insisted on the 
February 10 deadline it had 
set.

O b i  c a l l e d  f o r  a n 
improvement to be made in 
the distribution of  the new 
Naira notes, while urging 
that Nigerians bear with the 
Federal Government and 

Th e  p r e s i d e n t i a l 
candidate of  the 
Labour Party, LP, 

Peter Obi has said the 
c u r r e n t  p a i n  a n d 
inconvenience created by 
redesigning the Naira 
would bring significant 
long-term economic and 
social benefits.

Obi  a l so  urged the 

T h e  i n c e s s a n t 
reoccurrence of  the 
scarcity of  Premium 

Motor Spirit, popularly 
called petrol, is going to 
continue until the country 
starts refining petroleum 
products domestically and 
halts complete reliance on 
imports, oil marketers have 
said. 

Nigeria imports i ts 
PMS and other refined 
crude oil products, as its 
refineries in Kaduna, Warri 
and Port Harcourt are not 
operating at the moment, 
after being dormant for 
several years. 

A l t h o u g h  w o r k  i s 
currently ongoing at the 
facilities to revamp them, 
oil marketers say that the 
recurrence of  fuel scarcity 
nationwide would come to 
a complete stop only when 
the country starts refining 
crude locally. 

This,  they  sa id  on 
Friday, was because the 
challenges association with 
the imports of  refined 

the CBN.
H e  w r o t e ,  “ T h e 

currency redesign is not 
peculiar to Nigeria. It is an 
exercise that comes with 
some inconvenience and 
pain, but it has significant 
long-term economic and 
social benefits.

“Even though there are 
improvements that can be 
made, I urge Nigerians to 
bear with the CBN and 
Federal Government with 
the hope that the general 
populace and Nigeria will 
harvest the gains that will 
come with the reforms.

“We equally implore the 
CBN and the banks to 
expedite efforts to make the 
new currency available to 
small depositors and the 
unbanked in order to reduce 
the pains of  my fellow 
Nigerians, especially the 
underprivileged and those 
living far away from banks 
in the rural areas.”

Also, Taking to his 
Twitter handle, Obi said 
currency redesigning was 
not peculiar to Nigeria, 
s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e 
i n c o n v e n i e n c e s 
experienced now would 
yield longterm economic 
benefits, adding however 
that improvements could 
have been made in the 
implementation. 

The LP candidate and 
former Anambra State 

Central Bank of  Nigeria, 
CBN, and commercial 
banks to speed up efforts to 
make the new Naira notes 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  s m a l l 
depositors and unbanked 
Nigerians.

He said this is to help 
r e d u c e  t h e  p a i n s  o f  
Nigerians, especially those 
living in rural communities.

petroleum products had 
been on the increase lately, 
par t icu lar ly  s ince  the 
invasion of  Ukraine by 
Russian forces in February 
last year.

The Nigerian National 
Pe t r o l e u m  C o m p a n y 
Limited – the sole imported 
of  petrol into Nigeria, has 
been grappling with the 
burden of  subsidy on PMS, 
following the crash of  the 
naira against the United 
States dollar and other 
fiscal challenges. 

Oil marketers stated 
that PMS imports was not 
sustainable any more, going 
by the changes in the sector 
currently. 

They insisted that the 
government must strive to 
commence  in -count r y 
refining of  products in 
order to ensure product 
a v a i l a b i l i t y  a n d 
sustainability.

He  sa id ,  “The  o ld 
refinery is currently al 64 
per cent completed and the 
plant is expected back in 

h e  C h a i r m a n , TSenate Committee 
o n  t h e  Fe d e r a l 

Capital Territory, Senator 
Smart Adeyemi, has urged 
the  Pres ident ,  Major 
General Muhammadu 
B u h a r i  ( r e t d . ) ,  t o 
reconsider his position to 
address the current naira 
scarcity within the next 
seven days. 

The Senator who is 
representing Kogi West 
Senatorial District in the 
National Assembly stated 
this  while addressing 
journalists in Abuja. 

Buhari had on Friday 
promised to address the 
issue of  naira scarcity 
within seven days when he 
m e t  w i t h  t h e  A l l 
Progressives Congress 
governors. 

But Adeyemi said the 
current sufferings of  the 
people were becoming 
unbearable and pleaded 

governor, further urged the 
CBN and commerc ia l 
banks to increase efforts to 
m a k e  t h e  n e w  n a i r a 
available to Nigerians. 

Obi said, “The currency 
redesign is not peculiar to 
Nigeria. It is an exercise 
that comes with some 
inconvenience and pain but 
it has significant longterm 
e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l 
benefits. Even though there 
are improvements that can 
be made.

“I urge Nigerians to bear 
with the CBN and Federal 
Government with the hope 
that the general populace 
and Nigeria will harvest the 
gains that will come with 
the reforms. 

“We equally implore the 
CBN and the banks to 
expedite efforts to make the 
new currency available to 
small depositors and the 
unbanked in order to reduce 
the pains of  my fellow 
Nigerians, especially the 
underprivileged and those 
living far away from banks 
in the rural areas.” 

Reports have it that 
m a n y  N i ge r i a n s  h ave 
continued to lament the 
unavailability and scarcity 
of  the new notes, with the 
lingering scarcity of  both 
old and new naira notes 
c r i p p l i n g  e c o n o m i c 
activities nationwide.

The former Anambra 
State governor made the 
statement on Sunday in a 
post via his verified Twitter 
handle.

Recall that the country 
has been hi t  with the 
scarcity of  new Naira notes, 
with many Nigerians being 
s u b j e c t e d  t o  u n t o l d 
suffering.

operation in Q2 2023, while 
t h e  e n t r e  P H R C 
rehab i l i t a t ion  p ro jec t 
currently stands at about 59 
per cent. 

“On the other hand, 

A
ccording to the 
2 0 2 3  f i s c a l 
f r a m e w o r k 

document obtained by 
repor ters,  the Federal 
G ove r n m e n t  t a r ge t e d 
N98.53bn from excise duty 
in 2021 and N161.7bn in 
2022. 

This  shows that  the 
government revenue target 
from excise duty rose by 
153.82 per cent in two years 
and 54.66 per cent in one 
year.

Sources  repor ted  in 
November last year that the 
Federal Government plans 
to introduce more sin taxes 
and  cu t  down on  tax 

WRPC quick-fix project 
has achieved 28 per cent 
completion and is expected 
to be re-streamed by the end 
of  this year.” 

incentives in 2023 through 
the proposed 2022 Finance 
Bill. 

However, experts and 
organisations have kicked 
against the government 
introducing more excise 
tax. 

The carbonated soft 
d r i n k s  G r o u p  o f  t h e 
Manufacturers Association 
of  Nigeria in December last 
year said that the Federal 
Government's claim to add 
a 20 per cent Ad-Valorem 
Excise Tax on carbonated 
soft drinks in a bid to raise 
taxes for investment into 
health is misleading.

with the President to act 
immediately to avoid 
further deaths among the 
people.

He  a l so  no ted  tha t 
Buhari wasn't a party to 
the naira shortage being 
e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  t h e 
country, however, the 
problems he believes were 
c a u s e d  b y  t h o s e  h e 
described as “hypocrites 
on the corridor of  power.” 

As part of  the solution to 
the crisis, the senator urged 
the President to extend the 
deadline for the naira 
swap. 

Senator Adeyemi said, 
“Many of  the artisans and 
s m a l l - s c a l e  b u s i n e s s 
people have their money at 
home. As I speak to you, I 
have a record of  people 
who died because they had 
no money to buy drugs in 
the last few days, they died 
because of  complications.
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Naira redesign will bring economic, social benefits – Peter Obi

…Begs Nigerians to bear with CBN 

Address naira scarcity
now, senator urges
Buhari 

Fuel scarcity won't end until refineries work
– Marketers

FG projects N250bn
from excise duty 
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Health

h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l Tc o m m u n i t y 
commemorate World 

Cancer Day every February 4, of  
every year. For this year 2023, it 
was held on Saturday. February 
5, 2023 with theme “Close the 
care Gap: Uniting our voices and 
taking action.” This year's 
campaign summoned like-
minded people to be united in 
order to build, stronger alliances 
a n d  n e w  i n n o v a t i v e 
collaborations in the fight 
against cancer.

According to the World 
Health Organization, Cancer is 
one of  the leading causes of  
death worldwide.  The Union for 
International Cancer Control 
(UICC) was established in 1993. 
Based  in  Geneva ,  i t  i s  a 
membership-based society 
working towards the eradication 
of  cancer around the world and 
advancing medical research. 
Under its direction, the first 
International Cancer Day was 
c e l e b r a t e d  i n  G e n e v a , 
Switzerland in the same year. 
S e v e r a l  w e l l - k n o w n 
organizations, cancer societies, 
and treatment centers also 
supported this initiative.

World Cancer Day was made 
official at the first World Summit 
Against Cancer in 2000. The 
event took place in Paris and was 
attended by members of  cancer 
organizations and prominent 
government leaders from around 
the world. A document titled the 
'Char ter  of  Paris  Against 
Cancer,' featuring 10 articles, 
was signed, outlining a global 
commitment to improving the 
facilitation and quality of  life of  
cancer patients. Advancement 
and increased investment in 
researching, preventing, and 
t r e a t i n g  c a n c e r  wa s  a l s o 
highlighted. Article X of  this 
charter officially declared World 
Cancer Day to be observed on 
February 4.

Cancer has numerous types, 
so there are various colors and 
symbols used to mark a specific 
type of  cancer and promote the 
fight against it. For example, the 
orange ribbon is for creating 
awareness of  cancer in children, 
while the pink ribbon is globally 
associated with breast cancer 
awareness. As a symbol of  hope 
for patients and survivors, the 
daffodil flower is used by the 
American Cancer Society for a 
future where this life-threatening 
disease no longer exists. 

On this day, hundreds of  
events and fundraisers take place 
around the world each year, to 
bring individuals, communities, 
and organizations together in 
hospitals, schools, businesses, 
markets, community halls, 

parks, etc. to campaign and 
deliver the powerful reminder 
that those hit by cancer are not 
alone, and we all  share a 
responsibility in reducing the 
global impact of  this disease.

According to a the message 
f r o m  t h e  Wo r l d  H e a l t h 
Organisation (WHO) Regional 
D i r e c t o r  f o r  A f r i c a ,  D r 
M a t s h i d i s o  M o e t i , 
approximately 1.1 million new 
cancer cases occur each year in 
Africa, with about 700,000 
deaths.

His message reads in parts, 
“ T h e  nu m b e r s  a r e  s t a r k . 
Approximately 1.1 million new 
cancer cases occur each year in 
Africa, with about 700,000 
deaths. Data estimates show a 
considerable increase in cancer 
mortality to nearly one million 
deaths per year by 2030, without 
urgent and bold interventions. 

“We should recall that the 
most common cancers in adults 
include breast (16.5%), cervical 
(13 .1%),  pros ta te  (9 .4%), 
Colorectal (6%), and liver (4.6%) 
cancers, contributing to nearly 
half  of  the new cancer cases.   
With significant data challenges, 
childhood cancer incidence in 
sub-Saharan Africa is estimated 
at 56.3 per million population. 
Current projections show that 
Africa will account for nearly 
50% of  the global childhood 
c a n c e r  b u r d e n  b y  2 0 5 0 , 
compelling expeditious efforts to 
confront this concern, as was 
done for the young girl from 
Rwanda.

“In that view, it is important 
to celebrate some achievements 
we have made as a region, at the 
country level. Twelve countries 
in the region have valid National 
Cancer Control Plans. WHO is 
supporting eleven additional 
countries in developing or 
updating their National Cancer 

Control Plans aligned to the 
global cancer initiatives coupled 
with the presence of  governance 
structures at the government 
level to implement Cancer Plans.

“Currently, 16 countries have 
introduced high-performance-
based screening tests in line with 
WHO recommendations and 
plan to scale up cervical cancer 
screening. The introduction of  
g y n e c o l o g i c  o n c o l o g y 
Fellowships for improved access 
to cervical cancer treatment 
services in Malawi and Zambia 
is commendable and innovative.

“ D e s p i t e  t h e s e 
achievements, stumbling blocks 
remain on our path. These 
include the low availability of  
Popula t ion  Based  Cancer 
Regis t r ies ;  l imited heal th 
promotion; inadequate access to 
primary prevention and early 
detection services; the scarcity 
of  diagnostic facilities that 
increase delays in diagnosis and 
treatment. 

“Provision of  palliative care 
i s  r a r e  i n  A f r i c a , 
notwithstanding the significant 
need for it. Africa has only 3% of  
the world's cancer treatment 
facilities, with radiotherapy 
available in just 22 countries in 
s u b - S a h a r a n  A f r i c a , 
contributing to very low survival 
rates.

“By uniting voices and 
action, we can address cancer at 
individual and community 
l eve l s :  C h o o s i n g  h e a l t hy 
lifestyles, getting vaccinated, 
and getting routinely screened 
against preventable cancers. 
Parents have the responsibility to 
ensure their eligible daughters 
receive HPV vaccines.

Different types of  cancer 
includes;- 

 Thyroid cancer
 Lung cancer

 Bladder cancer
 Skin cancer
 Pancreatic cancer
 Colon cancer
 Testicular cancer
 Lymphoma cancer
 Bone cancer
 Uterine cancer
 Head and Neck cancer
 Kidney cancer
Risk factors of  Cancer
It is therefore apt that the 

opportunity of  this year's World 
Cancer Day to understand the 
risk factors leading to cancer. 
Anything that raises a person's 
risk of  developing cancer is 
considered a cancer risk factor. 
However, the majority of  risk 
factors don't actually cause 
cancer. And, that is why, despite 
having multiple risk factors, 
some people still will not get 
cancer. Though some can get 
cancer even with no identified 
risk factors.

The risk factors includes but 
not limited to the following:- 

1. Smoking
It is no surprise that smoking 

can lead to cancer and various 
other chronic diseases. Smoking 
has negative effects on the lungs 
in addition to raising the risk of  
numerous malignancies. Your 
risk of  developing cancer is 
reduced if  you immediately stop 
smoking.

2 .  L a c k  o f  p h y s i c a l 
movement

Your chance of  developing 
cancer is considerably decreased 
by exercising for at least 30 
minutes each day, five days a 
w e e k .  M a r a t h o n s  a r e n ' t 
necessary for you. Research has 
shown that even a little activity, 
like working in the garden a few 
days a week, can lower your risk 
of  developing lung cancer and 
other cancers.

3. Obesity
One of  the main causes of  

cancer is obesity. Breast cancer, 
rectal and intestinal cancer, 
endometrial cancer, esophageal 
cancer, pancreatic cancer, and 
kidney cancer are just a few of  
the cancers it increases the risk 
of. Extra fat cells make more 
oestrogen and insulin, two 
chemicals that support the 
development of  cancer. Your 
risks can be decreased by 
achiev ing  or  mainta in ing 
healthy body weight.

4. Poor diet

The ideal diet for lowering 
the risk of  cancer is one that 
emphasises plants, such as 
vegetables, whole fruit, whole 
grains, and protein from peas 
and beans. Red meat, processed 
meats, beverages with added 
sugar, and refined carbohydrates 
should all be consumed in 
moderation.

5. Excess sun exposure

An excessive amount of  sun 
exposure may result in skin 
cancer. Skin damage brought on 
by the sun is what causes 
sunburn or even a tan. A little 
forethought will help prevent a 
lot of  skin cancer instances. 
Sunscreen can be helpful, but 
you should also use caution 
when in the sun. Avoid sitting in 
the midday sun, use an umbrella, 
wear sunscreen-compatible 
clothing, and don't forget your 
sunglasses for eye protection.

6 .  E xc e s s  d r i n k i n g  o f  
Alchohol

Alcohol is an irritant that can 
harm cells and encourage the 
colon's production of  substances 
that cause cancer. We advise 
limiting alcohol intake to one 
drink per day for women and two 
drinks per day for men in order to 
lower your chance of  developing 
cancer from alcohol.

7. Infections

Multiple avenues exist for 
infections to raise the risk of  
cancer. Some viral infections 
cause alterations in the DNA 
that can lead to cancer. Your risk 
is increased by the possibility of  
other infections causing chronic 
inflammation. Other infections, 
like HIV, depress the immune 
system, making it less able to 
stop the spread of  cancer.

Make sure to keep these risk 
factors in mind and make 
necessary changes to your 
lifestyle to reduce your cancer 
risk. 

Impor tance  o f  Cance r 
screening tests

Cancer screening tests can 
aid in the early discovery of  the 
disease, which, as is well known, 
increases the likelihood of  a 
successful course of  treatment.

By Bright Okereke

Recognising Cancer as public health issue
of major concern
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mo State, Gov. Hope IU z o d i n m a  h a s 
immortalized the late 

Cr u i se rwe igh t  Boxer 
Chukwuemeka Igboanugo 
who died in active service 
for Imo State in December 
2022 at Asaba, during the 
l a s t  Na t iona l  Spor t s 
Festival (Delta “2022) by 
naming the Boxing Gym at 
Dan Anyiam Stadium 
Complex Owerri after him 
a s  C h u k w u e m e k a 
Igboanugo Boxing Ring 
(CIBR). 

This was disclosed to 
sports journalists by the 
H o n o u r a b l e 
Commissioner for Sports, 
Y o u t h  a n d  S o c i a l 
D e v e l o p m e n t  H o n . 
E m e k a  O k o r o n k w o 
during the “Lying in state 
and Red Card " ceremony 
i n  h o n o u r  o f  
Cr u i se rwe igh t  Boxer 
Chukwuemeka Igboanugo 
who commenced his final 
jour ney  home a t  the 
Indoor Sports Hall of  Dan 
A n y i a m  S t a d i u m 
C o m p l e x  O we r r i  o n 
Thursday 2nd February, 
2023.

However, the Federal 
Ministry of  Youth and 
Sports and the Nigeria 
Boxing Federation were 
conspicuously missing at 
the final burial rites of  late 
Imo boxer, Chukwuemeka 
Igboanugo.

Late Igboanugo died 
during a boxing bout at the 
21s t  Nat ional  Spor ts 
Festival, Asaba 2022 in 
Delta State and was buried 
at Ogwa his hometown by 
the Imo State government 
on 2nd of  February, 2023.

It was gathered that the 
f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t 
through the Ministry of  
Y o u t h  a n d  S p o r t s 
alongside the Nigeria 
Boxing Federation failed 
to honour the late boxer 
during the final burial rites.

According to reports, 
the Secretary-General of  
t h e  N i g e r i a  B o x i n g 
Federation, NBF, Remi 
Aboderin, blamed the 
f a i l u r e  o n  t h e  S t a t e 
Chapter of  NBF for not 

duly informing them about 
the arrangement.

A b o d e r i n ,  i t  w a s 
gathered, said despite 
concerted efforts by the 
NBF to reach out to the 
family, they were not 
carried along but pledged 
t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g 
meaningful for the family.

Meanwhile, the Imo 
State Director of  Sports in 
the Imo State  Spor ts 
Commission, Ferdinand 
E m e a n a  e x o n e r a t e d 
himself  and that of  the 
Sports Commission noting 
that it's the duty of  the 
Boxing Federation to 
notify the Federal Ministry 
of  Youth and Sports.

It was also report, the 
state government went 
further to fund the burial 
e x p e n s e s  a n d  a l s o 
completed the building in 
his hometown and also 
released an undisclosed 
sum of  money to the 
bereaved widow and also 
to the parents.

G o v e r n o r  H o p e 
Uzodimma went beyond 
that by extending the 
welfare package to his 
children by taking charge 
of  their education and also 
g i v i n g  t h e  w i d o w 
immediate employment at 
the local government.

However, in a press 
release signed by Ogbu 
Queen Uju, reads in parts 
“as tears and tributes 
eulogizing the departed 
boxer who during his life 
t i m e  s h o w c a s e d 
unparalleled stagecraft 
that  made Imo State 
proud, even as he was a 
hopeful gold medalist, the 
H o n o u r a b l e 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  H o n 
E m e k a  O k o r o n k w o 
extolled his virtues and 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e 
B o x i n g  S p o r t .  H e 
p r o f o u n d l y  t h a n k e d 
G o v e r n o r  H o p e 
Uzodinma on behalf  of  
the Management and Staff  
of  the Ministry and  Imo 
State sporting community 
for  his  extraordinar y 
human face and milk of  

kindness that made it 
seamless for the state 
G o v e r n m e n t  t o 
underwrite all aspect of  
the funeral arrangements 
t h a t  i n c l u d e s  t h e 
c o m p l e t i o n  o f  h i s 
u n c o m p l e t e d  h o u s e, 
granting of  special waiver 
for the employment of  his 
young widow by the Imo 
State Local Government 
Service Commission, cash 
gifts to his widow and aged 
parents and, education for 
h i s  u n d e r  a g e d  f i v e 
children. 

“All to the knowledge 
of  Barr. Igboanugo (late 
Boxer's brother) not a few 
who spoke in the late 
boxer's Umueze Ogwa 
country home in Mbaitoli 
Local Government Area 
during the funeral event 
p r o p e r,  c o m m e n d e d 
G o v e r n o r  H o p e 
Uzodinma for his welfarist 
commitment  towards 
sportsmen and women 
and, urged the Ministry of  
Sports, Youth and Social 
Development under the 
astute leadership of  Hon. 
Emeka Okoronkwo to 
keep up this tempo of  
i n c o m p a r a b l e 
implementation”

Late Cruiserweight Boxer:
Uzodinma Immortalizes Chukwuemeka
Igboanugo 

…As FG, Nigeria Boxing Federation fails to show up

Late Igboanugo being lifted off the ring

Late Igboanugo



The Niger  Sta te  
Police Command 
h a s  a r r e s t e d  a  

suspected ritualist, 38-year-
old Abdulrahman Woru, 
with a human skull at 
Babana, Borgu Local 
Government Area of  the 
state.

The suspect, who resides 
i n  B a b a n a ,  i s  f r o m  
Gbesewona village of  
Benin Republic.

The Police stated this in a 
statement signed by the 
Public Relations Officer, 
PRO, DSP Wasiu Abiodun, 

 High Court in 

APort Harcourt 
has sentenced 

two former members of  
the disbanded Special 
Anti Robbery Squad, 
S A R S,  t o  d e a t h  b y 
hanging for extra-judicial 
killing.

Five members of  the 
Anti Robbery Squad, 
Shedrack Ibibo, ASP 
Samuel Chigbu, Magus 
Awuri, Olisa Emeka and 
Ogoligo, were standing 
trial for the murder of  
M i c h a e l  I g w e , a n d 
Michael Akor while in 
t h e i r  c u s t o d y  f o r 
a l l e g e d l y  s t e a l i n g 
recharge cards in 2015 in 
O y i g b o  L o c a l 
Government Area of  the 
State.

But Ogoligo and ASP 
Samuel Chigbu died in 
cus tody  a t  the  Por t 
Harcourt correctional 
centre while Shedrack 
Ibibo, Olisa Emeka and 
Magus Awuri continued 
with the trial.

In  her  judgement , 
Justice M.O Opara, the 
trial judge, found Magus 
Awuri and Shedrack 
Ibibo guilty of  conspiracy 
to murder, while Olisa 
Emeka was acquitted.

A
 46-year old man, 
Azeez Hassan, has 
reportedly set his 

wife, Olayinka Hassan, on 
fire for failing to cook for 
him.

T h e  h u s b a n d  w a s 
arrested by the police in 
Ogun State, following a 
report lodged at the Ibogun 
d i v i s i o n a l  p o l i c e 
headquarters by the wife's 
father.

The father had told the 
police that Azeez had on 
October 22,  2022, set 
Olayinka ablaze over a 
m i n o r  d i s a g r e e m e n t , 
saying the victim, a mother 
of  one,was rushed to a 
hospital in Ibadan, the Oyo 
State capital.

In a statement by the 
O g u n  S t a t e  p o l i c e 
spokesman, Abimbola 
Oyeyemi, on Friday, it was 
learnt that the DPO of  
Ibogun divis ion,  CSP 
Samuel Oladele, had upon 
the report mobilized his 
men to the scene, but the 
suspect had escaped.

H o w e v e r ,  h e  w a s 
eventually apprehended on 
January 22, 2023.

immigration document, 
and that he is a traditional 
medicine practitioner.”

Abiodun also said the 
suspect further claimed that 
he recently travelled to 
Benin Rep, and while 
entering Nigeria, he saw a 
bag on the road with the 

f f icers  of  the 

OL a g o s  S t a t e 
P o l i c e 

Command have arrested two 
self-confessed cultists.

Public Relations Officer, 
SP Benjamin Hundeyin 
a n n o u n c e d  t h e y  w e r e 
intercepted early Saturday 
morning.

A patrol team from Imota 
Division flagged down the 
men riding on a motorcycle 
for a search.

The  decomposed 
bodies of  the two 
abducted wives and 

five children of  the Chief  of  
M u t u m b i y u  J u s t i c e s 
Chiefdom in Taraba State, 
Justice Sani Muhammed 
(rtd), have been found.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
monarch, the decomposed 
bodies were found in the 
early hours of  Saturday and 
w o u l d  b e  b u r i e d  a t 
Mutumbiyu.

He explained, “The 
bodies of  the members of  
my family killed by the 

in Minna.
He said the suspect was 

arrested on 24 January 
2023 based on a tip-off.

He explained that the 
suspect was arrested at 
Babana after he was 
suspected of  being in 
possession of  a human 
skull.

According  to  h im,  
“when a  search was  
conducted in his house a 
human skull, three pieces 
of  suspected human ribs, 
two idols and cash sum of  
5000 CFA of  Benin Rep 

The state prosecution 
council ,  speaking to 
n e w s m e n  a f t e r  t h e 
judgment,  expressed 
happiness, saying justice 
has been served.

She said, “The court 
found that the duo were 
guilty of  murdering the 
two deceased. The court 
discharged and acquitted 
Olisa Emeka based on 
the findings because the 
prosecution did not prove 
his case concerning the 
last person.

“It will hopefully serve 
as a deterrent to other 
officers and give some 
sort of  closure to the 
families of  the deceased 
persons.”

A l s o  e x p r e s s i n g 
h a p p i n e s s  ove r  t h e 
judgment ,  Ka th r ine 
Akoro, mother to one of  
those murdered, said the 
policemen would now 
experience a taste of  their 
own medicine.

“They car r ied  our 
property in 2011 and 
killed my son. My son 
said I should forgive 
them, let them go and 
bring back those things 
they took. I will be okay. I 
thank God for fighting for 
me. I am happy.”

“On interrogation, the 
suspect who claimed to 
have run away to Benin 
Republic, confessed to the 
commission of  the crime 
but blamed it on the devil,” 
Oyeyemi said.

While narrating what 
l e d  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t , 
Oyeyemi quoted the man as 
saying that, “he asked the 
victim to prepare food for 
him, but instead of  the 
victim to prepare his food, 
she was busy washing 
clothes.”

Azeez, according to the 
police spokesman, said he 
became hangry “and the 
annoyance made him to 
pour petrol on her and set 
her on fire.”

“When asked whose 
clothes the woman was 
washing, he confessed that 
it was his clothes.”

Meanwhile, the Ogun 
State Commissioner of  
Police, Lanre Bankole, has 
transferred the case to the 
Homicide Section of  the 
state CIID for fur ther 
investigation and possible 
prosecution.

skull in it.
“He (suspect) said he 

tied it on his motorcycle 
and took it home, because 
he believed it will be useful 
for his work, and he did not 
report to the Police,” the 
state Police spokesman 
disclosed.

“ T h e  C o m m a n d  

The police image-maker 
said the partners rode into 
Lagos from Sagamu, in 
neighbouring Ogun State.

A local semi-automatic 
pistol, two live ammunition, 
charms, masquerade regalia 
and phones were found with 
them.

“Suspects confessed to 
being cultists and working as 
land grabbers in Ikorodu,” 
Hundeyin disclosed.

The spokesperson added 
that the investigation of  the 
men and their possessions is 
ongoing.

kidnappers were found and 
w i l l  b e  b r o u g h t  t o 
Mutumbiyu for burial.”

Two weeks ago,  he 
stated that at his residence 
in Jalingo, eight of  his 
fami ly  members  were 
kidnapped by unknown 
gunmen suspected to be 
kidnappers.

The monarch explained 
tha t  among the  e ight 
kidnapped, a 14-year-old 
boy escaped from the 
kidnappers two days ago 
and was taken to the palace.

currency were recovered.
“During interrogation, 

he confessed that the 
human skull recovered 
belonged to him. He 
claimed that he migrated 
from Benin Rep to Nigeria 
about four years ago for his 
business, without any 

appreciates the support of  
Nigerlites and members of  
the public, and urge them 
not to relent by informing 
the police when they see 
something strange in their 
environment for quick 
intervention.”

The suspect will soon be 
arraigned before a court of  
competent jurisdiction for 
prosecution.
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Police parade man caught with human skull in Niger

Police intercept cultists
with pistol, masquerade
regalia

Man sets wife ablaze
for refusing to cook
for him

Court sentences two
ex-SARS officers to death
by hanging for murder

Bodies of monarch's two
wives, five children found 
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SPORTS
penalties after a goalless 
2014 title decider in Cape 
Town.

Regular and extra time in 
a tense, physical Algiers 
showdown were notable for 
the lack of  goal attempts 
with just four in 120 minutes, 
three of  them from Algeria.

The attempt that came 
closest  to breaking the 
deadlock was in the 107th 
minute when a volley from 
Houssem Mrezigue was 
brilliantly pushed over by Sy.

An unusual fact was that 

neither team was caught 

offside during the cagey 120-

necessitating a sudden-death 
extension to the shootout.

Ousmane Diouf  calmly 
converted to edge Senegal 
ahead amid whistling from 
many in a sell-out 39,120 
crowd at the Stade Nelson 
Mandela in Algiers.

Ahmed Kendouci had to 
score to keep Algerian hopes 

against Mallorca, with 
Marco Asensio missing a 
penalty against  Javier 
Aguirre's side.
Nacho's first-half  own-goal 
separated the teams in a 
h a r d - f o u g h t  c l a s h , 
f r e q u e n t ly  s l owe d  b y 
nu m e r o u s  f o u l s  f r o m 
Mallorca.
Amid a constant battle 
between winger Vinicius 
Junior and Mallorca's 
players and supporters, 
Javier Aguirre's side held 
off  Real Madrid to record 
an impressive victory.

on 68th minute after Spezia 
goalkeeper, Bartlomiej 
Dr�gowski spilled

Kvaratskhelia's cross into 
his path.

The Nigeria international 
then tapped home from 
close range five minutes 
later to make it 3-0 for 
Napoli.

The 24-year-old has now 
scored 16 goals in 17 league 
appearances for Luciano 
Spalletti's side this season.

enegal completed a 

Sdouble when they beat 
hosts Algeria 5-4 on 

penalties after a 0-0 draw to 
win the African Nations 
Championship (CHAN) 
final on Saturday.

Golden Boot winner 
Aymen Mahious had a 
chance to win a competition 

o l l o w i n g  t h e Fresumption of  their 
L a  L i g a  f i x t u r e 

a g a i n s t  M a l l o r c a  o n 
Sunday, Real Madrid will 
travel to Morocco for this 
year's Club World Cup.

Carlo Ancelotti's side 
q u a l i f i e d  f o r  t h e 
competition as a result of  
w i n n i n g  t h e  U E F A 
Champions League last 
season.

Los Blancos will now 
aim to add another trophy 
to their collection.

The La Liga champions 
now know who they will 
face in Wednesday's semi-
final of  the tournament, 
following the resumption 
of  the quarterfinals on 
Saturday.

Al Ahly defeated MLS 
club Seattle Sounders over 
the weekend.

T h e  E g y p t i a n 
champions will now face 
Real Madrid in Rabat.

The winner will face 

En g l i s h  P r e m i e r 
L e a g u e  c l u b 
S o u t h a m p t o n 

continued its poor run of  
the season as they suffered a 
comprehensive 3-0 defeat 
t o  B r e n t f o r d  a t  t h e 
Community Stadium on 
Saturday.

It was a day to forget for 
lanky Niger ia ' s  Super 
E a g l e s  s t r i k e r  P a u l 
Onuachu as he made his 
debut in the encounter.

Onuachu moved to the 
Saint Mary's Stadium on 
the deadline day of  the 
winter transfer window and 

V
ictor Osimhen fired 
a brace as Napoli 
cont inued  the i r 

push for the Scudetto 
courtesy of  a 3-0 win 
against Spezia on Sunday.

Spezia missed nine of  
their regular players but 
made life difficult for the 
visitors in the first half.

Kvicha Kvaratskhelia 
opened the scoring for 
Napoli from the spot two 
minutes after the break.

T h e  G e o r g i a 

minute attritional battle, 

while each side received four 

yellow cards.

M o r o c c o ,  t h e 

Democratic Republic of  

Congo (twice each), Libya 

and Tunisia won previous 

editions of  the national team 

competition.

There was also drama in 

the third place playoff  in the 

western city of  Oran on 

Friday with a 90th-minute 

g o a l  f r o m  J e a n - Yv e s 

Razafindrakoto earning 

Madagascar a 1-0 win over 

Niger.

of  victory alive, but his shot 
rebounded off  the crossbar 
a n d  S e n e g a l  w e r e 
champions.

The local-based team 
triumphed a year after the 
full Senegal team, including 
stars like Sadio Mane, beat 
Egypt on penalties to win the 
premier competition, the 
Africa Cup of  Nations.

It was a joyous occasion 
for all of  west Africa as teams 
from the region reached five 
of  the other six Nations 
Championship finals and 
lost them all.

This was the second final 
to be decided by a shootout 
with Libya beating Ghana on 

reserved for footballers 
playing in their country of  
b i r th  when he  s tepped 
forward to take the 10th spot-
kick.

But his attempt was weak 
and straight at goalkeeper 
P a p e  S y,  w h o  s a v e d 
comfortably, leaving the 
teams deadlocked at 4-4, and 

either Flamengo or Al Hilal 
in the Club World Cup 
final, due to be played next 
weekend.

Also, Real Madrid's 
hope of  retaining La Liga 
was dented on Sunday 
afternoon as the champions 
fell 1-0 to Real Mallorca.
The result means Real 
Madrid are five points 
behind leaders Barcelona 
on the La Liga table.
Barcelona will host Sevilla 
later on and can open up an 
eight-point lead after a 
frustrated Real Madrid fell 

the club was able to secure 
his work permit late on 
Friday evening.

Ben Mee and Nbeumo 
put Brentford ahead in the 
first half  of  the game before 
Onuachu was introduced in 
the 46th minute of  the 
game.

He was able to prove his 
m e t t l e  a s  p r ov i d e d  a 
constant threat to the 
backline of  the host.

Jensen put the game 
beyond Sotton with the 3rd 
goal in the 80th minute and 
ensured that they remained 
at the bottom of  the table.

international then set up 
Osimhen for two quickfire 
goals.

Osimhen nodded home 

Senegal complete African double by winning CHAN shootout

Serie A: Osimhen scores brace as
Napoli beat Spezia away

EPL: Onuachu receives baptism of
fire in Southampton defeat

Club World Cup: Real Madrid's
semi-finals opponents revealed
...Mallorca damage Real Madrid title hope

Police intercept cultists with
pistol, masquerade regalia

Court sentences two ex-SARS
officers to death by hanging for
murder


