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Appeal Court bars INEC from conducting re-run primaries in 
Aboh Mbaise/Ngor Okpala federal constituency 

In Anambra, 42 cheat death as tipper 
rams into students’ bus
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Gunmen attack INEC office in Anambra,
destroy 729 ballot boxes, cubicles, others

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
bout forty-two (42) 
persons escaped 
death as a tipper 

crashed with a students’ bus 
on Tuesday, in Anambra 
State.

The crash, which hap-
pened along Umoukpu 
Road, was between white/
blue Mercedes 608 bus with 
the registration number: 
ENU355 UJ and white/
black Mack tipper (with no 
registration number). The bus 
has the inscription “Nwafor 
Orizu College of  Education, 
Nsugbe” on it.

According to a statement 
issued by the Ag. Sector Pub-
lic Education Officer, Fed-
eral Road Safety Command 
(FRSC) Anambra State 
Command, RC Margaret 
Onabe, said 18 male adults 
and 24 female adults were 
involved in the crash, while 
15 male adults and 24 female 
adults sustained varying de-
grees of  injury.

The injured people were 
rushed to the Chukwuemeka 
Odumegwu Ojukwu Univer-
sity Teaching Hospital, Am-
aku Awka by the officials of  
the FRSC rescue team from 
RS5.3 Awka, for medical 
treatment.

From Uchenna, Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
he Independent Na-
tional Electoral Com-
mission (INEC) has 

released the details of  losses 
suffered by the Commission 
as gunmen attacked one of  
its offices in Anambra State 
in the early hours of  Wednes-
day.

It would be recalled that 
unidentified gunmen, at 
about 1:45am on Wednesday, 
attacked the INEC office in 
Ojoto, Idemili South Local 
Government Area of  Anam-
bra State, where they bombed 
up the facility.

According to police report, 
the gunmen stormed the 

INEC office with four Sienna 
cars, armed with improvised 
explosive devices, and petrol 
bombs.

The hoodlums similarly 
attacked a Divisional Police 
Headquarters in Nnobi, in the 
same local government area, 
where they equally set the 
facility, killed a 16-year-old 
boy and also injured another 
teenager, in addition to other 
destructions they caused at 
the police facility. A residen-
tial building was also attacked 
during the destructive oper-
ations of  the hoodlums. All 
these same-day attacks hap-
pened just few weeks to the 
2023 general election.

Reacting to the attack on 
its facility, INEC, which said 

it received the report from the 
Resident Electoral Commis-
sioner in the state, Dr. Queen 
Elizabeth Agwu, described 
the destruction as a coordi-
nated one.

According to a statement 
issued by the INEC Nation-
al Commissioner and Chair-
man, Information and Voter 
Education Committee, Fes-
tus Okoye, the building was 

substantially damaged, while 
all furnitures and other items 
were destroyed, including 
non-sensitive materials re-
cently delivered in readiness 
for the 2023 General Election.

Okoye said the items lost 
to the inferno include: 729 
ballot boxes, 243 voting cu-
bicles, 256 election bags, 11 
megaphones, 1 electric power 
generator and large quantities 

2023: Orlu Senatorial candidate, Ahize, promises 
to fight insecurity in Imo

By Grace Ofurum

A
head of  the 2023 
general election, the 
Labour party senato-

rial candidate for Orlu zone, 
Chief  Charles Ugochukwu 
Ahize said he will fight inse-
curity to a halt if  elected into 
the National Assembly as 
a senator representing Orlu 
zone.

He made this known while 
briefing newsmen in Owerri. 

He disclosed that owing to 
the spate of  insecurity chal-
lenges bedevelling imo state 
especially Orlu zone, the peo-
ple from the zone are now ref-
ugees in other people lands. 

He maintained that  the 
economy of  the country will 
not balance if   the economy 
in Orlu is grossly affected due 
to instability.

He suggested that the Fed-

eral government should call 
for a dialogue with aggrieved 
individuals and try to ascer-
tain their grieviances and also 
grant amnesty to the IPOB/
ESN to stop their agitation.

The Business mogul turned 
politician who is soliciting for 
the votes of  the masses from 
Orlu zone promises quality 
representation.

While lamenting over the 
level of  corruption among 
politicians in power   assured 
that he will change the narra-
tive owning to his numerous 
achievements in the past.

The notable philanthropist 
who has sponsored politi-
cians in the past before decid-
ing to contest for the senatori-
al position stated further that 
people should not be discour-
aged from casting their votes 
but should be convinced that 
their votes counts through 

the positive attitude of  those 
voted into office to represent 
them.

He further assured that 
the presidential flag bearer 
of  the Labour party, Peter 
Obi is committed to deliver 
the country from poverty be-
cause of  his numerous plans 

The front door of the campaign office riddled by bullets.

of  indelible inks and liquid 
gums.

While revealing that no 
sensitive materials have been 
delivered to the L.G.A. of-
fice; he equally noted that 
uncollected Permanent Vot-
ers Cards in the office were 
not burnt or affected by the 
inferno.

Going further, the INEC 
authority emphatically stated 
that elections will still hold 
in the area as scheduled, irre-
spective of  the attack, adding 

that contingency arrange-
ments will be made.

 “Despite this despicable 
incident, the Commission 
wishes to reassure the people 
of  Idemili South L.G.A. that 
contingency arrangements 
will be made to replace the 
materials; and that the Presi-
dential and National Assem-
bly elections will proceed on 
25th February 2023, as sched-
ule, to be followed two weeks 
later by the State House of  
Assembly elections,” he con-
cluded.

...Burn down police station, 16-yr-old killed

....Tells FG to grant IPOB/ESN amnesty to regig the dwindling econo-
my of  the country.

He assured that if   the can-
didates in Labour party are 
given the opportunity to serve 
at least for 4yrs  they will not 
shift from their core mandate 
and manifesto.

He promised to be trust 
worthy, accessible and shun 
corruption If  elected.

Court grants Nnamdi Kanu access to doctor, medical attention

A 
Federal High Court 
sitting in Abuja has 
granted the applica-

tion of  the detained leader 
of  the Indigenous People 
of  Biafra (IPOB), Nnamdi 
Kanu, to access medicare.

This was according to a 
judgment by Justice Binta 
Nyako on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 1, 2023.

Subsequent upon this de-
velopment, the embattled 
Kanu can now apply for an 
order of  mandamus compel-
ling the Department of  State 
Service (DSS) to allow him 
to have unhindered access to 
his doctors.

In a suit marked FHC/
ABJ/CS/ 2341/2022, Kanu 

said he would need his doc-
tors to conduct an independ-
ent examination to ascertain 
his state of  health.

Kanu listed some of  the re-
cords he would require from 
the DSS to include his ad-
mission records, medical and 
clinical notes, nursing notes, 
observation charts and doc-
umentation during treatment 
or stay-in-hospital, laboratory 
test results, pharmaceutical 
records, radiological scans, 
images and reports, blood 
transfusion records, physi-
otherapy and rehabilitative 
treatment records, clinical 
findings, as well as diagnosis 
and treatment prescribed re-
cords.

The ex parte application 
among others sought an order 
granting him leave to, “apply 
for judicial review in the form 
of  an order of  mandamus, 
compelling the respondents 
to allow him unhindered ac-
cess to his medical doctors 
to enable them to conduct 
an independent examination 
of  his present deteriorating 
health condition, as earlier 
ordered by the Federal High 
Court, Abuja, Coram, Hon. 
Justice BFM Nyako, on Octo-
ber 21, 2021; and as required 
by the express provisions of  
section 7 of  the Anti-Torture 
Act, 2017.”

“An order of  the Court 
granting leave to the Appli-

cant to apply for judicial re-
view in the form of  an order 
of  mandamus, compelling 
the Respondents to avail the 
Applicant with all his medical 
records, from the 29th day of  
June 2021, till date.”

After hearing from Kanu’s 
legal team headed by Prof. 
Mike Ozekhome, SAN, and 
Sir Ifeanyi Ejiofor, Justice 
Binta Nyako granted the ap-
plication.

After adjourning the mat-
ter till February 21, the court 
further directed Kanu’s legal 
team to serve all the relevant 
processes on both the DSS 
and its Director General, who 
were cited as 1st and 2nd Re-
spondents in the matter.

T
he crisis rocking the 
Imo State chapter 
of  the Peoples Dem-

ocratic Party (PDP) has 
reached its climax as it has 
begun to lose even before 
the main elections.

An Appeal Court sitting in 
Owerri has barred the Inde-
pendent National Electoral 
commission (INEC) and the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
from going on to conduct 
its today’s rerun primary 
election for Aboh Mbaise/ 
Ngor Okpala federal con-
stituency of  the state.

An Abuja federal high 
court had last week can-
celled the PDP primary 
election for Aboh Mbaise/
Ngor Okpala federal constit-
uency which produced Al-
bert Agulanna as the winner 
and ordered a rerun primary 
election in the federal con-
stituency with 14 days.

But justice Rita Pemu 
who heard an appeal filled 
by Uzoma Ugochukwu 
against PDP, INEC, Bede 
Eke and Albert Agulanna, 
ordered that the proposed 
rerun primary election be 
halted pending the hearing 
and the determination of  
the applicants appeal before 
the supreme court.

In giving orders, the jus-
tice said accordingly, it is 
hereby ordered as follows, 
that the order of  this hon-
ourable court made on the 
20th of  January, 2023, or-
dering a fresh primary elec-
tion for Aboh Mbaise/ Ngor 

Okpala federal constituency 
of  Imo State pending the 
hearing and final determina-
tion of  the applicants appeal 

before the supreme court on 
the propriety of  the said or-
der of  fresh primary be and 
is hereby stayed.



APGA guber candidate  splashes 
N800m scholarship on 100 students

News

IMSU to graduate over 6,000
at 8th Convocation

By Grace Ofurum

T
he Imo state University 
IMSU is set to hold its 
8th Convocation cer-

emony as First Degree, post 
graduate s, Diploma, Masters 
and  PhD students who com-
pleted their academic pro-
grammes from 2014 till date 
would be graduating formally 
from the institution.

Speaking with newsmen 
at a pre-convocation press 
briefing held at the Institution 
in Owerri, the Vice chancel-
lor prof. Uchefula Ugonna 
Chukwumaeze disclosed that 
the school is rated one of  the 
best in the country  since it’s 
inception over 30 years ago 
and has produced students 
who are performing in vari-
ous positions and sectors all 
over the world. 

According to the VC, the 

institution has competed tuto-
rial staff  who impacts knowl-
edge on the students who pass 
through the institution.

He noted that the institu-
tion will be graduating 30 
First class students, and more 
than 5,000 students who pass 
through the institution from 
2014 - date during the con-
vocation and will be award-
ing honourary Doctorate to 
3 outstanding Nigerians and 
the decoration of  the Imo 
state governor Senator Hope 
Uzodinma as well as the pro 
chancellor of  the institution.

He explained that only 
those found worthy in learn-
ing and character will be grad-
uating while those who could 
not meet up to the standard 
will be suspended.

The vice chancellor Said, 
the convocation will afford 
the institution and the man-
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agement the opportunity to 
access the performance of  
the institution in the past and 
come up with templates for 
further growth and develop-
ment of  the institution.

Speaking on some of  the 
achievements recorded since 
he assumed office prof  Chuk-
wumaeze disclosed that the 
management has been able 
to manage the resources at 
its disposal to  develop the 
school.

Among the achievements 
includes  infrastructural and 
staff  development.  

The VC maintained that 
the institution has renovated 
some Class rooms, received 
approval of  construction of  7 
kilometres road by FERMA, 
restored the accreditation of  
Faculty of  medicine amonst 
others. The vice chancellor 
also promised to commence 

the  construction of  Faculty 
of  Engineering and Agricul-
ture, also a befitting art gallery 
for Department of  Fine/Ap-
plied Arts and to commence 
IMSU press.

He also disclosed that the 
institution has ensured the 
prompt release of  semester 
results at least 8 weeks after 
the intake of  the exams.

According to the VC, the 
institution has zero tolerance 
for cultism and indiscipline 
for both staff  and students.

The VC also encouraged 
the students to lodge their 
complaints through the insti-
tution E-mail address as they 
will be addressed appropriate-
ly.  

On the news of  school fees 
increment making rounds, 
He described the rumour as 
false stating that the Registra 
lacks the capacity to increase 
school fees, stressing that it’s 
the state government and the 
school council that has the 
authority to do so and urged 
everyone to discard the news 
as fake.

Rt. Rev. Emma Maduwike PhD (middle), Clan Chief Prof. Chimezie Kingsley (KSC) Ebubemba Ikeduru and his Lolo, 
Chief Lady Nneka Kingsley (Odi Uko Na Mba) during the Wedding Anniversary/Renewal of marriage vouls recently. 

EEDC Manager manhandled over crazy bills, blackout
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

D
istrict Business 
Manager of  Enugu 
Electricity Distri-

bution Company (EEDC) 
in Umuahia district, Engr 
Ogba Ndukwe was saved by 
Policemen from   angry res-
idents of  World Bank Hous-
ing Estate in Umuahia on 
Thursday.

The Manager who came 
out from his office at No. 
6 Bende road, Umuahia to 
address a group of  angry 
World Bank residents, was 
manhandled and insulted by 
the enraged power consum-
ers over poor service.

The consumers who num-
bered over 200 during the 
protest, accused EEDC of  

throwing them into darkness 
since December 2022, and 
slammed the power distribu-
tors for issuing them ‘crazy 
bills’.

They also cried out that 
EEDC allegedly insisted 
that they must repair their 
exploded transformer if  they 
want any service.

Apart from these, the 
World Bank Estate residents 
complained that their lights 
were regularly disconnected 
by EEDC staff, threatening 
to fight any EEDC staff  who 
brings February bill  or em-
barks on any debt recovery 
trip to their area.

The World Bank resi-
dents who displayed some 
placards containing their 
demands, also messed up 
EEDC front gate with red 

liquid substances.
As the district business 

manager, Ogba Ndukwe 
was addressing the crowd, 
some of  the power con-
sumers pushed him around 
while others called him un-
printable names.

It took the intervention of  
three Hilux loads of  Police-
men from the Central Police 
Station (CPS) Umuahia to 
save the Manager from be-
ing mobbed.

Earlier in his speech, the 
leader of  the protesters, Mr 
Chiemela Iroha chronicled 
the travails of  World Bank 
Estate residents in the hands 
of  EEDC, declaring that 
henceforth, no resident of  
the area would pay bill again 
until light is restored in their 
Estate.

... As VC rates Institution one of  best in Nigeria

.... Debunks news of  fees increment

From Dan Maduagwu,
 Umuahia

1
00 students have benefit-
ed from university  schol-
arship scheme of  Prof  

Greg Ibe, to study in Gregory 
University. 

To this end, the beneficiar-
ies of  have received their let-
ters of  scholarship to study in 
the institution, free of  charge.

The unveiling of  the awar-
dees  was performed at 
Goodluck Jonathan audito-
rium by the Founder/Chan-
cellor of  Gregory University, 
Prof  Greg Ibe, represented by 
the Vice Chancellor of  GUU, 
Prof  Augustine Uwakwe.

In his address, Ibe, who is 
the governorship candidate 
of  All Progressive Grand 
Alliance (APGA) explained 
that the award of  scholarship 
to Abia students was in con-
tinuation of  his educational 
revolution in Abia and be-
yond, pointing out that his 
desire to provide education 
for all Abians irrespective of  
class and political affiliation, 
formed part of  his governor-
ship manifesto.

Prof  Ibe revealed that it 
cost N8m to sponsor each of  
the 100 students on scholar-
ship, bringing the total cost to 
N800m.

He pointed out that most 
of  the beneficiaries of  the 
scholarship were brilliant stu-
dents from poor background 
who hitherto lost the hopes 
of  going to the university.

The APGA guber candi-
date described himself  as the 
highest single employer of  
labour in Abia State, noting 
that his desire to transform 
Abia State as Governor is for 
the good of  all.

The university founder 
explained that over 500 stu-
dents, including non-Abians  
have so far benefited from his 
university scholarship pro-
gram which will in return, 
produce job creators in differ-
ent fields of  endeavour.

Apart from these, the 

GUU founder reiterated that 
students who graduate with 
First Class from the school 
are given automatic employ-
ment and scholarship for post 
graduate studies up to Ph.D 
level.

He challenged the bene-
ficiaries to utilise the schol-
arship in developing their 
dreams even as he promised 
that more students would en-
joy from his scholarship pro-
grams.

Speaking on behalf  of  the 
awardees, a 4-level student 
of  Agric Economy, Ahunan-
ya Chibizo Prosper, from 
Ugwunagbo LGA of  Abia, 
thanked Prof  Greg Ibe for 
sponsoring their education 
and prayed for his guber am-
bition.

Speaking with newsmen 
after the ceremony, Prof  Ibe 
dismissed the claims that his 
West Africa Examinations 
Council (WAEC) results are 
fake.

Rather, Prof  Ibe bran-
dished his original WAEC 
certificate which was issued 
to him in June, 1983, won-
dering why some wicked po-
litical opponents would want 
to tarnish his sterling reputa-
tion. The APGA guber can-
didate also displayed his legs 
to Journalists, to dispel the 
claims that he was amputat-
ed.

“The false news was that 
my legs are amputated but 
you Journalists can clearly 
see that the stories are wick-
ed falsehood. I have a clean 
bill of  health from my per-
sonal doctor and hospitals in 
America which anybody can 
go and verify”, Ibe said.

Ibe said he would seek a 
legal redress against those 
blackmailing his  name.

He disclosed his plans to 
build  one world-class hos -
pitals in all 17 LGAs of  
Abia, to provide Abians with 
sound healthcare as well as 
turn Abia to medical tourism 
zone.

 

Bandits riddle Reps Spokesman’s 
office with bullets

Chiemela, who is the son 
to late Comic Actor, James 
Iroha A.K.A Gringori Ak-
abogu vowed that no mem-
ber of  his Estate would pay 
any levy for the repair of  
faulty EEDC transformer as 
according to him, it was the 
responsibilities of  EEDC.

He gave EEDC few weeks’ 
ultimatum to fix their faulty 
transformer, supply quality 
electricity, end crazy bill is-
suance or else, should not 
approach the Estate with 
any bill. Another protester, 
Mrs Onyemachi Nwogu of  
Health Centre road, World 
Bank, also brandished N83, 
000 September 2022 bill 
which was allegedly issued 
to her by EEDC even when 
no light was supplied to her 
in the month in question.

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

C
ampaign office of  
Hon Ben Kalu in 
Uzuakoli, Bende 

LGA of  Abia has been de-
stroyed with bullets fired by 
unknown gunmen.

Thankfully, staff  in the 
office had closed for work 
before the bandits arrived.

Ben Kalu who is the 
Spokesman of  the Feder-
al  House of  Represent -
atives, is also the incum-
bent member representing 
Bende Federal Constituen-
cy in Abia  State and now 
seeking re-election into the 
green chamber.

The incident which hap-
pened at about 8:pm last 
weekend, created panic 
around the busy Uzuako-

li-Umuahia road as villag-
ers and shop owners stayed 
indoors or ran into the bush 
during the staccato of  gun 
shots.

A villager who did not 
want his name in print said 
the gunmen who  were 
about 10 in number, arrived 
the campaign office and 
opened fire on the building, 
destroying everything on 
sight with guns.

The villager added that 
the gunmen after gaining 
access into the office com-
plex, shattered the doors, 
windows, computer sets 
and office furniture. 

According to the Uzuako-
li native, “After destroying 
everything , they drove out 
with their vehicle, jubilat-
ing. I don’t know where 
they came from.” 
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igerian had been recently 

Nbedeviled by an unprecedented 
rise on indecent dressing. The 

indecent dressing amongst youths, 
even the old poised to revert to young is 
both dissatisfying and disorienting. 
Nigerians dress indecently in a manner 
that  exposes  the  sensit ive  and 
protective parts of  the body. And 
baffling they do this in the name of 
'modernisation' and 'Socialisation'. 

Modernisation is the process of 
starting to use the most recent 
methods, ideas, equipment, etc so that 
something becomes or seems more 
modern. This has affected a lot of 
young people and will also continue to 
if not properly addressed. Although, a 
child cannot dress indecently if it is not 
encouraged by their parents or 
guardians. Trust you to agree with me 
when I say bad parenting is a major 
reason why most children dress 
indecently. Bad parenting is a state 
whereby the child is either neglected by 
his or her parent and does not have 
anyone to shun his/her indecent way. 

Also, poor education can affect a 
person's sense of  dressing. Poor 
education means the act of  being 
poorly or insufficiently educated, 
untaught and untutored lacking 
knowledge gained by study. A poorly 
educated person tends to follow the 
crowd as they do not have a mind of 
his/her and he/she feels pressured by 
thinking what is been done by the 
majority is right. This essay will 
discuss modernisation, bad parenting 
and poor education as factors of 
indecent dressing among Nigerian 
youths.

Furthermore, indecent dressing 
among youths today is growing rapidly. 
Indecent dressings such as showing 
sensitive parts of the body could be 
dangerous because it is not been seen by 
the opposite gender. Perhaps revealing 
dresses could tempt the opposite 
gender to take advantage of the person. 
The major excuse for indecent dressing 
in our societies amongst youth today is 
modernisation. 

Although,  moder nisat ion  i s 
necessary, not to be beckoned on 
negatively. In other countries, indecent 

dressing might not be a problem but 
here in our society, indecent dressing is 
strictly not acceptable, even the culture 
is against it. The saying, “dress how 
you want to be addressed” is what most 
Nigerian youths have thrown into the 
trash. The sayings simply imply the 
way one dresses and determine the type 
of people who are going to approach 
one.

Moving on, a child who has no one 
to guide him/her is likely to go astray. 
Bad parenting is another factor 
promoting indecent dressing in our 
youths today. If  a child dresses 
i n d e c e n t l y,  a n d  t h e  p a r e n t s 
immediately caution him/her, the 
child is likely never to repeat it in other 
not to get scolded again. But in most 
Nigerian homes, parents ignore, 
neglect, or even encourage indecency. 
The child ends up being misled by 
society, and probably also encounters 
some bad associations.

Education is important in our 
society. Be it formal or informal 
education, one needs to be educated. 
Poor education has caused a lot of 
harm to our society. Poor education 
affects society such that the youths 
who are poorly educated do things 
based on the majority of people doing 
them. An example is the Nigerian 
music industry, where celebrities dress 
and show sensitive parts of  their 
bodies, that is what our youths today 
tend to confederate with. They feel the 
fact that well-known people do it 
makes it right, and they also engage in 
it, due to poor education.

Factors such as modernisation, bad 
parenting, and poor education enhance 
indecent dressings among Nigerian 
youths and should therefore be curbed. 
Indecent dressings tend to put one in 
danger (especially the female gender) 
because showing sensitive parts of the 
body might expose them to harm. So, 
therefore, youths should always dress 
decently!

We therefore urge the youths to 
imbibe reasonability and high degree 
of sensibility in dressing codes and 
outing conduct, to redeem the fast 
losing image and dressing conduct that 
measures a peoples' integrity.

Friday 3 -  Saturday 4 February, 2023

Filthy implications of
indecent dressing among
Nigerian peoples
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here is a lot of  fuss Tabout the current 
C e n t r a l  B a n k  o f  

Nigeria's currency redesign 
and cash swap policy. Before 
Mr. Godwin Emefiele, the 
CBN governor returned from 
vacation in January there has 
been stories and rumors of  
his impending arrest by the 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S t a t e s 
Services (DSS) on allegation 
of  sponsoring terrorism and 
some high placed individuals 
w i t h i n  t h e  r u l i n g  A l l 
Progressives Party (APC) are 
accusing him of  trying to 
sabotage them by the cash 
swap policy which kept 
many observers wondering 
how and why the new cash 
swap policy is intended to 
sabotage some individuals?

The Senate has passed a 
unilateral resolution without 
c o n s u l t i n g  t h e  C B N , 
extending the deadline for 
the cash swap exercise to 
June 31st (a date that does 
not exist). The speaker of  the 
House of  Representatives 
Hon. Femi Gbajabiamila 
w a s  q u o t e d  t o  h a v e 
threatened to issue a warrant 
of  arrest against Emefiele. 
And the questions on the lips 
of  concerned observers are: 
w h y  i s  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Assembly so quick to react 
on this cash swap policy 
deadline when there are 
more grave issues militating 
against this nation in the past 
eight years of  the APC 
regime? Why did they not 
give matching orders to the 
IG of  police and the service 
chief  when the terrorists, 
bandits and killer herdsmen 
we r e  k i l l i n g  t h e  r u r a l 
dwellers, they claim to speak 
for, preventing them from 
going to their farms and 
sacking them from their 
homes? Why have they not 
reacted swiftly over the cases 
of  insecurity, fuel scarcity, 
mounting national debt..? 
And why attack on Emefiele? 
Why have they not arrested 
the real terrorists? The 
running mate of  Asiwaju 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu, the 
APC presidential candidate, 
Alhaji Kashim Shettima is an 
acc la imed Boko-haram 
apologist, why has he not 
been apprehended? Why has 
Femi Gbajabiamila not 

issued warrant of  arrest 
against the MD of  NNPC 
over perennial fuel shortages 
that have lasted for over 
t w e n t y  m o n t h s  n o w ? 
Nigerians are still queuing at 
different INEC offices for 
their PVC three weeks to the 
general election. Why has 
the INEC chairman, Prof. 
Mahmood Yakubu not been 
arrested or hassled yet?

All these point to the fact 
that the money launderer 
affected by the cash swap 
policy are fighting back using 
the National Assembly as 
their front. At this time 
nobody can fool Nigerians. 
They are not fighting for 
rural people as they claim 
and have never fought for 
anybody. Rather than fight 
Emefiele, the members of  
National Assembly should 
work to ensure the success of  
the program by going down 
to the communities they 
claim to represent to carry 
out sensitization exercise 
about the policy.

Come to think of  it, how 
much would somebody keep 
in his house or office if  it is 
f o r —  t r a n s a c t i o n a l , 
p r e c a u t i o n a r y  o r 
speculative—purposes that 
he cannot pay into his 
account or swap within the 
45 days window approved by 
the CBN to exchange the 
new notes? And why would 
somebody stash humongous 
sums of  money in his house? 
Money earned from genuine 
economic activities should 
be in the bank vaults or 
i nve s t e d  i n  l e g i t i m a t e 
business. Money hoarded in 
private vaults is the one 
embezzled from government 
c o f f e r s  o r  s l u s h  f u n d s 
o b t a i n e d  f r o m  i l l e g a l 
activities. It is only those who 
hoarded millions at home, in 
their warehouses and septic 
tanks preparatory for vote-
buying that may not be able 
or willing to swap their 
monies within this period 
approved by the CBN for 
obvious reasons.

Clearly, on the issue of  
currency redesign and cash 
swap policy, Emefiele has not 
erred in any way that will 
warrant the level of  umbrage 
he had received on account 
of  this. He has acted within 
the purviews of  his powers 
and responsibilities. Right 

f r o m  t h e  t i m e  h e  wa s 
a p p o i n t e d  t h e  C B N 
governor, he has faced battles 
from many fronts—from 
those who felt that the 
control  of  the nat ion's 
financial system is their 
entitlement, to those eyeing 
h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  t o  t h o s e 
desirous of  planting their 
cronies in the apex bank and 
the government officials who 
lacked knowledge of  the 
workings of  the economy. 
But Emefiele has managed to 
survive all the intrigues, 
spurious allegations and 
c a m p a i g n  o f  c a l u m n y 
because he is a man imbued 
with incredible emotional 
intelligent skills and the 
k n o w l e d g e  o f  h o w  t o 
manage adversity.

Issuance of  currency and 
redesign of  bank notes are 
duties within the purviews of  
the Central Bank. In fact the 
redesign of  the currency is a 
p r o g r a m  t h a t  i s 
recommended periodically 
for obvious reasons. So, the 
CBN governor has not done 
anything unusual that will 
warrant the hullabaloo the 
issue has generated. Apart 
from mopping up excess 
liquidity in order to control 
money supply, other reasons 
for carrying out such routine 
exercise include: hedging 
a g a i n s t  c u r r e n c y 
counterfeiting, hoarding, 
improving the  secur i ty 
features in the bank note, 
controll ing currency in 
circulation and the cost of  
c u r r e n c y  m a n a ge m e n t 
etcetera. Thus, it is economic 
sabotage to stash huge sums 
o f  m o n e y  o u t s i d e  t h e 
financial system. It makes 
m o n e t a r y  p o l i c y 
implementation difficult. 
The DSS and the EFCC 
should beam its searchlight 
on those attacking the CBN 
governor on account of  the 
recent cash-swap policy.

The report from the CBN 
b e f o r e  t h e  e x e r c i s e 
commenced indicates that as 
at October, 2022 the total 
money in circulation was 
N3.23 trillion out of  which 
only N500 billion was in the 
banking  sys tem but  in 
January after the currency 
cash swap exercise, the 
money in the banking system 
increased to N2.4 trillion 
meaning that the over N800 

billion that is yet to return is 
clearly the one hoarded by 
the protesting politicians for 
the purpose of  electoral 
malfeasance. This is the evil 
strategy of  the Nigerian 
unscrupulous politicians 
who will pauperize their 
people and during elections 
distribute handouts to buy 
their votes. This was why 
during the COVID-19 period 
f o o d  i t e m s  m e a n t  a s 
palliatives for the people 
were hoarded in different 
warehouses across the nation 
b y  u n c o n s c i o n a b l e 
politicians while people 
wa l l ow  i n  m i s e r y  a n d 
hunger.

But before I am accused 
of  taking sides with my oga 
as Nigerians are wont to 
tribalize and trivialize issues. 
Let me state here that I am 
one of  the most ardent critics 
of  CBN policies in recent 
t imes.  Admittedly,  Mr. 
Emefiele, the current CBN 
governor is my big brother 
and my big boss having 
worked with him in those 
days but that has never 
stopped me from criticizing 
his policies. I have in the past 
criticized the mechanistic 
and ineffectual policy of  
pegging the deposit and 
withdrawal limits in the 
name of  promoting cashless 
economy just as I did during 
the era of  Sanusi.

It is indeed strange that a 
p r o g r a m  t h a t  h a d  t h e 
approval of  the president in 
an APC controlled regime is 
being kicked against by the 
same APC members? The 
A P C  g a n g  i s  c l e a r l y 
e x h i b i t i n g  d e e p  s i g n s 
frustration and desperation 
as failure is staring them 
unblinkingly in the face as 
the election date draws high. 
Having failed woefully; their 
only hope is now anchored 
on vote-buying, the main 
reason behind stashing of  
cash at home. And now all 
that seems to be crumbling, 
hence the reason for the 
senseless outburst. APC as I 
have said from the beginning 
was never a political party in 
the real sense of  it but an 
unholy political alliance 
contrived to usurp power and 
having  got  power  they 
abused it. The coalition is 
crumbling and hence the 
current state of  affairs.

Indeed, the accusation 
that the CBN governor is 
trying to sabotage some 
people with the cash swap 
policy is the most ridiculous 
and mischievous assertion 
that I have heard in recent 
t i m e s .  C l e a r l y,  t h o s e 
attacking the CBN governor 
on account of  the policy are 
unnecessarily overbearing 
indicating that they have 
ulterior motives. Although, 
this may sound like an alarm 
but it  is necessary that 
security around the CBN 
governor be beefed up in 
view of  this. Some of  these 
politicians are desperate and 
are ready to fight dirty to 
actualize their inordinate 
ambition as they have always 
confessed.

I hope Nigerians are 
learning from the unfolding 
scenario. The real problem of  
the nation is these politicians 
and their lackeys and blind 
s u p p o r t e r s  w h o  h a v e 
designed poverty as a tool to 
subvert the will of  the people. 
Do not be deceived, these 
politicians are desperate. 
They can use their agents in 
many places to frustrate the 
new cash swap policy in 
order to find reason to 
m a l i g n  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  
Godwin Emefiele and then 
continue to extend the 
deadline for the cash swap 
exercise for them to be able to 
use the billions of  the old 
notes they hoarded in their 
private vaults for voters' 
inducement  dur ing the 
election. Already, they have 
deployed their media hack 
writers for the purpose of  
smear campaign against 
Emefiele and the Agberos 
and the dormant unionists 
that refused to work all these 
while that the nation was in 
turmoil are already being 
mobilized for the purpose of  
sabotage. But, Nigeria this is 
the time to be resolute; your 
time to get even with these 
unconscionable politicians 
who peculated public funds 
for sel f ish purposes by 
ignoring their antics and 
v o t i n g  t h e m  o u t  a s 
appropriate.

Gozie Irogboli.
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By Gozie Irogboli

The furore about the CBN currency redesign
and cash swap exercise 



 

stillborn.
She said: “One of  the 

problems I encountered 
back then was because I 
didn't listen to myself. I'm 
extremely spiritual. I do 
hear the voice of  the Lord 
and also see i t  in  my 
dreams, but I would want to 
follow my flesh.

”But ever since I began 
to follow the lead of  the 

Recently evicted Big 
B r o t h e r  T i t a n s, 
B B T i t a n s , 

housemate, Theo Traw has 
said he felt excluded during 
his stay on the reality show.

Speaking with Ebuka 
Obi Uchendu after his 
eviction, Traw said he felt 
like “the odd housemate.”

T h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n 
singer, who noted that his 
personality might have 
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e 
exclusion, said, “I felt like 
they always exclude me in 
certain things and felt like I 
was always the odd one out 
for some reason.

” I  h a d  a  l o t  o f  
experiences in the house 
where I would try to have a 
chat with someone, but it 
would not extend because 
their favourite person would 
come, and the conversation 
just dies.

“I always take my time to 
get to know people. My 
personality is a bit different. 
I did not have too many one 

w a r d - w i n n i n g 

ANollywood actor, 
Lateef  Adedimeji, 

has disclosed how he used to 
borrow money and clothes 
before going to movie 
auditions and almost gave 
up his acting career when 

h e  L a g o s  S t a t e TMagistrates Court 
h a s  r e m a n d e d 

popular celebrity car dealer 
Ikechukwu Ogbona, a.k.a 
IVD, over the death of  his 
wife, Bimbo Ogbonna.

In  the  ve rd ic t  by 
p r e s i d i n g  M a g i s t r a t e 
Adebayo Kafayat ,  the 
d e c i s i o n  w a s  m a d e 
following the advice of  the 
State Director of  Public 
Prosecution, DPP, which 
ind ic ted  Ogbonna  fo r 
involuntary manslaughter.

Reading out the DPP's 
advice, Adebayo said the 
d e f e n d a n t  s h o u l d  b e 
arraigned before the High 
Court. Therefore, the court 
remanded Ikechukwu in 
custody pending the filing 
of  information against him.

The defence counsel, 
Abubakar Yesufu, prayed 
the court to release IVD 
b a s e d  o n  e a r l i e r  b a i l 
conditions granted to him. 
But the Magistrate held that 
she lacked the jurisdiction in 

o n t r o v e r s i a l 

CN i g e r i a n  s i n g e r 
Habeeb Okikiola, 

a.k.a Portable, has warned 
popular music director and 
c i n e m a t o g r a p h e r 
ThankGod Omori Smith, 
better known as TG Omori 
or Boy Director, not to visit 
the Lekki area of  Lagos 
State or Sango for his own 
safety.

This is coming after 
Omori, on Tuesday, gave in 
to the Portable demands to 

amous Nollywood Fa c t r e s s  a n d 
filmmaker, Toyin 

Abraham has shared the 
mystery of  her birth and her 
spirituality.

Toyin in an interview 
with Vanessa Obioha, 
spoke about her spiritual 
g i f t s,  a longs ide  o ther 
milestones.

The actress explained 
that it took the spiritual 
intervention of  a cleric to 
resurrect her after her 
parents threw her away 
after birth because she was 

H o l y  S p i r i t ,  t h i n g s 
drastically changed for me. 
Since birth, I have been 
s p i r i t u a l  b e c a u s e  I ' m 
actually a dada – those 
people that naturally have 
dreadlocks from birth.

”Then  there  was  a 
clergyman from Ibadan in 
Oyo State, who visited the 
hospital and asked about 
me, and I was brought back 

on ones. I wanted that for 
myself, but I didn't have it. 
No one is willing to listen to 
me.”

Reacting to being paired 
with fellow evictee Sandra, 
Traw said, “I didn't have any 
issues with her, and I was 
cool with it. But I was 
amazed by her reaction after 
we got evicted. She was not 
really happy. I did not know 

victed Big Brother ETitans,  BBTitans, 
housemate, Sandra 

Essien, has explained that her 
eviction from the reality show 
was a result of  being paired 
with Theo Traw.

Speaking with Ebuka Obi 
Uchendu after her eviction, 
Sandra noted that she had 
doubts about progressing in 
the show when she was paired 
with Traw, who she described 
as a “nonchalant person.”

the challenge became too 
much.

The popular actor, who 
took his followers down 
memory lane in a story titled 
“Na who give up fuck up,” 
said he was shamed and 
bullied during the early 

c a s e  o f  i n v o l u n t a r y 
manslaughter. Hence all 
bail applications should be 
presented before the high 
c o u r t .  S h e,  h o w e ve r, 
adjourned the case till the 
7th of  March 2023.

Recall that Bimbo 
died on the 15th of  October 
2022, following an injury 
s u s t a i n e d  f r o m  a  f i r e 
incident that occurred as a 
result of  violence in their 
h o m e  i n  M e g a m o u n d 
Estate.

s h o o t  h i s  v i d e o  a f t e r 
constant attacks on social 
media.

T G  O m o r i  t o l d 
Portable to send a song so 
that he would do the video, 
but he's yet to disclose 
whether it would be free of  
charge or he will discount 
the $50k fee.

Following the proposal, 
t h e  d u o  l a u n c h e d  a n 
Instagram live session. 
Portable, who expressed 
d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  a t  TG 

to life. I was told that I never 
did anything or cried until 
the moment they named me 
Oluwatoyin on the day of  
my naming ceremony, that I 
started to cry as a baby.

”Again,  when they 
wanted to barb my locks, 
they had to tell me it was 
f r o m  t h e  H o ly  S p i r i t 
because I did not want them 
to do it.”

how to handle it.”
Recall that Sandra had 

earlier, in her chat with 
Ebuka Obi Uchendu after 
their eviction, stated that it 
was quite unfortunate that 
she was paired with Theo 
Traw, who she described as 
the most nonchalant person 
ever, adding that ”he's 
alright, but probably not for 
me.”

She said, “The moment I 
was paired with Traw, I was 
like, you have to take me out 
n o w.  Yo u  k n o w  i r o n 
sharpeneth iron. I know I am 
the fire. But it was quite 
unfortunate that I was paired 
with the most nonchalant 
person ever. He's alright, but 
probably not for me.

“I knew people were going 
to put me up for eviction. I 
saw the removal coming. I 
was hoping we would stay 

longer, but it happened.
“I get iffy because I am a 

fire bulb. Trying to run at my 
own pace, I think I had to slow 
down for Traw to catch up. I 
would have loved someone 
who would wake me up. I 
tried, but I was so iffy. I didn't 
have it.

“I'm not putting all the 
blame on him. I should have 
done better.”

years of  his acting career.
Adedimeji, Best Actor 

2022 Best of  Nollywood 
Awards, began acting 15 
years ago. The Kudi Klepto 
actor, narrating his odyssey 
via his Instagram page, said 
he was never paid for movies 
he featured in during his 
early years: “Memories of  
the days I borrowed money 
to go on movie sets, borrow 
clothes to wear on set even 
though I wasn't getting paid, 
I remember begging for 
money and food to survive.”

The actor who walked 
down the aisle with his 
woman last year disclosed 
how grateful he was when 
he was paid one thousand 
naira for a lead role.

“Then the times I finally 
started getting paid 1k, 2k, 
5 k  f o r  a  l e a d  r o l e ,  I 
remember receiving the 
payments with so much joy, 
happiness and gratitude,” he 
posted.

Omori's expensive charges, 
queried the director for not 
loving him again as he 
begged for his assistance.

H e  t h e n  j o k i n g l y 
t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  m u s i c 
director not to visit Lekki or 
Sango for his own safety 
because there would be a 
fight if  they met.

T h e  Z a z u u  s t a r 
wondered why the director 
was giving him attitude and 
stated that he should have 
continued with his offensive 
behaviour and seen what 
would have happened.

In response, TG Omori 
said it wasn't personal, that 
he was only chasing after 
money before any other 
thing.

Recall that Omori had 
demanded $50k (over N22 
million) for a video shoot 
from Portable earlier last 
month, which infuriated the 
”Zazu Zeh” crooner, who 
e n q u i r e d  w h e t h e r  t h e 
director produced videos for 
ghosts.

Page 6
                 Friday 3 -  Saturday 4 February, 2023

My parents threw me away at birth – Toyin Abraham reveals her identity

Don't come to Lekki, Sango
– Portable threatens TG Omori

I was paid N1, 000 for lead roles
– Lateef Adedimeji

Court remands popular
Lagos auto dealer, IVD 
over wife's death BBTitans: I felt excluded on the show — Theo 

…Being paired with nonchalant
partner led to my eviction – Sandra reacts



 

c t r e s s ,  O s a s 

AI g h o d a r o  h ave 
thrown her fans 

and followers into a state as 
she broke the internet with 
her bikini pictures.

We took a deep dive into 
Osas' Instagram page and 
c a m e  o u t  w i t h  m o r e 
pictures of  the beautiful 
damsel looking ravishing in 
a bikini/swimsuit, and 

ou know what they Ysay,  nothing i s 
sexier than a man 

wearing a kaftan.
Many things can be 

said about Big Brother 
Titans Housemate, Yemi 
Cregx including the fact 
that he has incredible style, 

waters of  Zanzibar in a 
bikini with cheetah spots. 
Appropriate as she looked 
incredibly beautiful like a 
cheetah. 

Iyamah's bikini 
Osas showed off  her 

gorgeous body in a black 
Andrea Iyamah bikini, and 
we got to say, we love to see 
it. 

Water goddess 

1. 
Yemi looked like the 

King of  Wakanda in this 
blue Vankere coat with an 
inner kaftan. Love the cap 
too. 

2. 
A casual short sleeve 

kaftan with Yoruba fila to 
boot and beads. Need we 
say more? Plus, peep his 
shoes, now those are the 
rich shoes to wear. 

3. 
Here Yemi wears a 

Osas looked like the 
goddess Osun in Ghana 
wearing a white bikini 
while posing by a waterfall. 

Queen of  bikinis 
At this point, we have to 

crown Osas, the queen of  
bikinis and with a body as 
sexy as hers, why not. She 
loves Andrea Iyamah as she 
is rocking another beautiful 
Andrea Iyamah swimsuit. 

Babariga that reminds us of  
Northern politicians with 
palm sandals. He exudes 
money at this point. 

4. 
With another casual 

short sleeve agbada with 
half-shoe and fi la,  he 
l o o k e d  l i k e  a  p r o p e r 
Yoruba man. 

5. 
Another kaftan picture, 

at this point we can't get 
enough, plus the eyeglasses 
are a nice touch. 

what was our conclusion? 
No one looks better in 
swimwear. 

Melon bikini 
Osas soaked up the sun 

in sunny LA in a bikini. No 
wo n d e r  i t  h a s  m e l o n 
graphics on it because she 
looked like an absolute 
snack. 

Cheetah girl 
Osas was by the blue 

h e  m i x i n g  b a d  b o y 
gorgeousness in leather 
p a n t s  a n d  s h i r t s 
unbuttoned with Yoruba 
demon kaftan and agbadas. 
However, our best looks of  
Yemi are kaftans that give 
us proper Yoruba demon 
vibes. 
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Beautiful moments  Osas Ighodaro rocked a bikini to perfection 

Be inspired by Yemi Cregx of Big Brother Titans
on native attires
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The truth is you can 
find the love of  your 
life anywhere but if  

meeting people online hasn't 
worked out, why not try 
dating online? 

There is a couple who 
met and started dating on a 
bible app called YouVersion. 
So expand your mind, it 
doesn't have to be dating 

O
ne of  the reasons 
many people love 
F e b r u a r y  i s 

Valentine's Day. It is a day 
lovers give gifts to each other 
and profess their love. Since 
gifting is such an important 
part of  the day, here are some 
gifts lovers and gift curators 
should avoid; 

1. A box full of  nothing 
Have you ever gotten a 

gift, and you couldn't find 
one thing you could actually 
use or like? It probably had 
cand le s,  j o t t e r s,  pens, 
keychains, air mist and so on 
but nothing that mattered or 
had you going 'wow!' 

If  so, you may be coming 
to the realisation that an 
elaborate wedding has 

many cons, while if  you've 
looking for an alternative, 
there are many pros to 
having a court marriage. 

We've pulled together 
the top reasons why all 
couples should seriously 
consider having a court 
wedding for the upcoming 
nuptials. 

1. They save money 
I f  a n  e x t r a v a g a n t 

c e r e m o n y  s e e m s  t o o 
overwhelming for your 
schedule or your wallet, 
g e t t i n g  m a r r i e d  i n  a 
courthouse might turn out to 
be one of  the shrewdest 
financial decisions you'll 
ever make. Registering a 
marriage in court costs just 
N 2 , 0 0 0 ,  c o m p a r e d  t o 
around N200,000 for a 
traditional wedding even on 
a micro-scale. You'll have 
many more options to keep 
the event within a smaller 
budget. However, even when 
spending less money, you 
and your partner will still be 
'Mr' and 'Mrs' by law. 

2. Court weddings are 
less stressful 

One of  the main benefits 
of  a court marriage is that 
they can be small events. 
Sometimes planning a big 
wedding with a long guest 
list can feel overwhelming, 
especially when you feel the 
need to please everyone. 
With a court wedding, you 
only have to invite a few 
close family members and 
friends, and after the registry 
session, you can head out for 
a  s m a l l  r e c e p t i o n 
somewhere. Alternatively, 
with the money saved you 
could splash out on a large 
reception instead, or reserve 
the money saved to help set 
up your new life together. 
You really can save yourself  
a lot of  headaches by having 
a courthouse wedding! 

3.  You' l l  have legal 
security 

While getting married is 
a romantic event, there is 
also a serious side to your 
union.  Like a l icensed 
church or licensed office 
wedding, a court wedding 
protects both the man and 
woman, but especially the 
woman, in law. While you 
m ay  g o  i n t o  m a r r i a ge 

apps. 
Here are the top seven 

apps to find love. 
1. Instagram 
This picture sharing app 

is the best app if  you are on 
the prowl for a good-looking 
person to fall in love with. 
The app is basically a dating 
app, with the pictures of  
many incredibly gorgeous 

2. An overly expensive 
box 

I just want to know why a 
gift  box is worth three 
million naira. First of  all, 
why? Who wants to spend 
that amount of  money on a 
gift box? Yes, I get that it has 
an iPhone, but an iPhone is 
less than a million naira. 
Sigh, please no. An all-
expense paid trip is better. 

3. A box full of  one thing 
Yes,  we  know your 

partner loves skincare, but 
surely they don't want a box 
of  just skincare supplies or 
only chocolate; it lacks 
creativity. Buy different 

expecting the best outcome, 
sometimes things do go 
wrong. 

Having the legal security 
of  a court wedding may turn 
out to be a saving grace in the 
event that everything doesn't 
go well. For instance, being 
legally married protects you 
against  the practice of  
b igamy,  which  wi l l  be 
punished by 5 years of  
imprisonment. So your 
partner needs to get a divorce 
before getting married to 
someone else. 

Note: Bigamy is when 
you marry someone else 
when you are still married to 
the person you married in 
court. 

4. Court marriage is fast 
Have you ever left a long 

wedding ceremony and 
thought it was lovely but 
could have been half  the 
length and equally lovely? If  

people everywhere, you can 
use the platform to find the 
love of  your life by simply 
sliding into their dm. 

2. Tinder 
Tinder has moved from 

what people use to find love 
to become a site for hooking 
up, but who is to say a 
hookup or a one-night stand 
c a n n o t  t u r n  i n t o  a 

things, not just one thing 
they like. 

4. A box full of  generic 
things 

I know you are thinking 
that's so similar to a box full 
of  nothing in the sense that 
they are both rubbish, but 
generic things are more 
annoying. They include 
things that almost everyone 
has e.g a water bottle or a 
notepad. Your partner won't 
feel special if  you get them 
generic things, 

5 .  Gi f t s  tha t  a ren ' t 
thoughtful 

This pretty much sums 
up everything on this list. 

long ceremonies aren't your 
thing, rest assured that 
courthouse weddings are 
real fast, and can be wrapped 
up in around 30 minutes. 

As opposed to church or 
traditional weddings, there 
are no long sermons and 
songs in courts, keeping the 
events  shor t ,  and a l so 
removing a few more items 
from your wedding plan list. 
Isn't that amazing? 

With all the time saved, 
you'll have more energy for 
your reception, celebrating 
your wedding day with your 
nearest and dearest, rather 
than at the formal part of  the 
event. 

If  we haven't convinced 
you that a court wedding is a 
great option, then I'm not 
sure what will! Whatever 
you decide, congratulations 
and best wishes for your big 
day. 

relationship? If  you are 
interested in finding love, 
who is to say you can't find it 
on Tinder? If  it's sex, you can 
find it there too, but you will 
likely pay for it. 

3. Twitter 
Fo r g e t  h o w  s ava g e 

people act on Twitter, single 
people there are out trying to 
find love desperately. With 

Don't send her money when 
she wants flowers. Your lover 
needs to know that you 

listened to them, you are 
aware of  their needs, and 
you know what they like. 

5. There's no dress code 
for court weddings 

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t 
expensive and involved 
c h o i c e s  w h e n  g e t t i n g 
married can be what to wear! 
Getting married at  the 
courthouse means you can 
fee l  more  comfor tab le 
wearing something that isn't 
a white gown. 

There are no strict dress 
codes, so prospective couples 
can wear whatever they like 
and everyone can be happy. 
All colours, shapes and 
styles are potential outfits, 
and you even have the 
opportunity to buy an outfit 
that you can wear again. 

A more relaxed dress 
code not only means that 
you can express your own 
style more fully, you can also 
choose an option that does 
not cost the earth! 

the many 'we met on Twitter' 
stories, don't look down on 
the power of  sliding into 
Twitter dms. You can go 
from interacting on the 
timeline to interacting in 
other places. 

4. Badoo 
Badoo is another dating 

app Nigerians love to use. It 
d o e s n ' t  h ave  a s  m a n y 
restrictions as Tinder: you 
can post almost anything on 
your profile, and it even gives 
you the option of  meeting 
people in other cities. 

5. Snapchat 
Although we met on 

Snapchat is not as popular 
since you have to be given 
people's Snapchat ID first, if  

Everyone knows we 
are in cuffing season 
and with Valentine's 

Day around the corner, there 
is a chance your boyfriend 
will pop the question. 

Are you seeing clear signs 
that your boyfriend might 
pop the question pretty 
soon?  I s  he  ac t ing  a l l 
suspicious and asking to 
speak with your father? Then 
rush to the nail technician's 
shop and get your nails done. 
We have a wedding to plan. 

Girls, you know you want 
to take a picture and show 
off  to all  your friends, 
strangers online, enemies 
and exes that you have 
transitioned from being a 
Miss to a Mrs. That is why 
your nail polish matters. 

Now, some people are big 

you are single and ready to 
mingle you might find what 
you are looking for there. 

6. TikTok 
Believe it or not, TikTok 

is perfect for finding love, 
w i t h  s o  m a n y  p e o p l e 
dancing and showing their 
beautiful and handsome 
faces and bodies, sliding into 
the dms isn't so hard. 

7. LinkedIn 
Forget the professional 

facade of  LinkedIn, people 
a r e  a l s o  l o o k i n g  f o r 
professional love. From 
'thanks for connecting with 
me' to 'can I have your 
number? ' ,  L inkedIn  i s 
perfect for those looking for 
high-achieving lovers. 

fans of  claw-like nails but 
may we suggest that this is 
not the time for such nails, 
you don't need something 
elaborate because it will 
detract from the big rock that 
would most likely be on your 
nails. 

The best nail polish is the 
glazed doughnut look; this 
uses light hues of  brown or 
nude and a glossy over it. It's 
simple and effective. Your 
nails look incredibly cute 
and with minimal designs, it 
doesn't distract us from the 
big ring on your finger. 

Also, the best nail shape is 
the conical shape, yes girls, 
leave the rectangular shape 
for when you are out having 
a good time with your 
friends. 

That's our verdict for the 
best nail for a wedding 
proposal; we hope you agree. 

Here are the top 7 dating apps for single people in Nigeria 

Reasons you should consider having a court wedding 

Perfect nail color to wear
when your boyfriend
proposes 

Valentine's Day: Gift boxes you should never get for your lover
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ATM users struggle to get cash as a result of the Naira Redesign 
Policy.

Imo Govt holds workshop for journalists

By Grace Ofurum

M
edia practitioners 
in Imo state has 
been charged to up-

grade to the digital trend  in 
information dissemination.

The commissioner of  in-
formation, Chief  Declan 
Emelumba stated this while 
addressing media profession-
al during one day  profession-
al development workshop for 
practicing journalists Organ-
ised by Imo NUJ, NAWOJ 
and  International Institute 
of  Journalism IIJ and spon-
sored by the Imo state gov-
ernment.

The commissioner who 
represented the Imo state 
governor, Senator Hope 
Uzodinma said the world 
is becoming a global village 
hence the need for journalists 
to Key in the process of  trans-
mitting information through 
digital means inorder not to 

miss the target audience.
He noted that analogue 

form of  media is gradually 
facing out though there are 
also negative effects been 
portrayed through the online 
media but urged journalists 
to verify every information 
before spreading it on the 
media inorder not to dissemi-
nate falsehood.

He also frowned at the 
spread of  fake news through 
online reporting where 
everyone is now involved in 
citizenship Journalism and 
urged media practitioners to 
be able to manage the nega-
tive effects.

He further told the journal-
ists drawn from different me-
dia houses  in the state to key 
in to the efforts of  the govern-
ments to ensure the ease of  
Media practice in the state.

The commissioner of  la-
bour and productivity Chief  
Ford Ozurumba while speak-

ing to journalists also adviced 
them to  participate in the 
state government’s skillUp  
Imo initiative meant to train 
over 60,000 Imolites in digi-
tal skills. This he said will aid 
them in their practice.

He adviced that every jour-
nalists should be relevant 
in the field of  journalism 
by following the the digital 
trend that has taken over the 
proffession which will enable 
them to be able to compete 
with the advancement of  sci-
ence and Technology.

In his Lecture, a professor 
of  Mass Communication, 
Prof. Emma Owuamalam, 
who spoke to journalists on 
the topic, Social Media: Op-
portunities and challenges 
of  journalists as partners for 
sustainable security in the 
society said journalists need 
capacity building and up-
grading on their career to be 
able to stay relevant in the 

OUTRAGEOUS: Nigerians buying Naira
with Naira on the streets of Nigeria

Very shamefully, Nigeria 
has deteriorated to the dis-
graceful level of  selling or 
trading the nation’s currency 
for not just a pay but for an 
exorbitant billing following 
the wide spread crises and 
frustrations caused by the 
current cash swap currently 
going on the country.

Recall that, the CBN Gov-
ernor, Godwin Emefiele, 
while announcing the rede-
signing of  naira, said: “La-
dies and gentlemen, availa-
ble data at the Central Bank 
of  Nigeria has shown that in 
2015, currency in circulation 
was only N1.4 trillion.”

“As of  October 2022, cur-
rency in circulation had ris-
en to N3.23 trillion; out of 
which only N500 billion was 
within the banking industry 
and N2.7 trillion held perma-
nently in people’s homes.”

“Ordinarily, when CBN 
releases currency into circu-
lation, it is meant to be used 
and after effluxion of  time, it 
returns to the CBN thereby 
keeping the volume of  cur-
rency in circulation under 
the firm control of  the CBN.”

“So far and since the com-
mencement of this program, 
we have collected about N1.9 
trillion; leaving us with about 

N900 billion (N500 billion + 
N1.9 billion),” he said.

Emefiele also added that 
the initiative has recorded 
over 75% success rate, out of 
the N2.7 trillion held outside 
the banking system. “Nigeri-
ans in the rural areas, villag-
es, the aged and vulnerable 
have had the opportunity to 
swap their old notes; lever-
aging the Agen Naira Swap 
initiative as well as the CBN 
Senior staff  nationwide sen-
sitization team exercise,” he 
noted.

Probably, having observed 
the unbearable crises caused 
by this development, the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria 
(CBN) has reversed itself  and 
directed banks to commence 
paying customers new Nai-
ra notes Over The Counter 
(OTC).

The apex bank said the 
order was to reduce queues 
around Automated Teller 
Machines (ATMs) across the 
country.

CBN Governor Godiwn 
Emefiele gave the directive in 
Abuja on Thursday.

A statement from CBN’s 
Director Corporate Commu-
nication Osita Nwanisobi, 
explained banks can only pay 
N20, 000 of  the new notes 
over the counter per day to 
individuals.

The statement reads: 
“The Govenor, Mr. Godwin 
Emefiele, has directed De-
posit Money Banks (DMBs) 
to commence the payment 

of  the redesigned Naira notes 
over the counter, subject to a 
maximum daily payout limit 
of  N20,000”.

To ensure the effective dis-
tribution of  the newly intro-
duced naira banknotes, the 
CBN urged Nigerians “to 
exercise patience as the CBN 
is working assiduously to ad-
dress the challenge of  queues 
at ATMs”.

The CBN spokesman 
appealed to Nigerians “to 
embrace and adopt other 
payment channels for their 
transactions.

“There are moves now by 
the CBN and security agen-
cies to go after party goers 
who abuse the Naira. In the 
same statement, Nwanisiobi 
said “it is unlawful to sell the 
Naira, hurl (spray), or stamp 
on the currency under any 
circumstance whatsoever” 
describing those engaging in 
these practices as “unpatriot-
ic persons”.

The CBN particularly 
frowned at those “who sell 
the newly redesigned bank-
notes and those who fla-
grantly abuse the legal tender 
by hurling wads of  Naira 
notes in the air and stamp-
ing on the currency at social 
functions”.

To stop this practice, 
Nwanisiobi said “the CBN 
is collaborating with the Ni-
geria Police, Federal Inland 
Revenue Service (FIRS), 
the Economic and Finan-
cial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC) and the Nigerian 
Financial Intelligence Unit 
(NFIU) to address the un-
patriotic practice”.

He warned Nigerians, 

“particularly those at social 
functions such as birthdays, 
weddings and funerals, to 
desist from disrespecting the 
Naira or risk being arrested 
by law enforcement agen-
cies”.

According to him, “the 
Naira is our legal tender and 
symbol of national pride. 
Therefore, let us respect it 
and handle it with care”.

For emphasis, Nwanisio-
bi drew party goers’ atten-
tion to “section 21(3) of  the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria Act 
2007 (As amended) which 
stipulates that “spraying of, 

dancing or matching on the 
Naira or any note issued by 
the Bank during social occa-
sions or otherwise howsoever 
shall constitute an abuse and 
defacing of  the Naira or such 
note and shall be punishable 
under the law by fines or im-
prisonment or both.”

Also, Section 21(4) states 
that “It shall also be an of-
fence punishable under 
Sub-section (1) of  this section 
for any person to hawk, sell 
or otherwise trade in the Na-
ira notes, coins or any other 
note issued by the Bank.”

field. He noted that this is 
necessary in order to meet up 
to the information needs of  
the target audience.

He further stressed on the 
need for journalists to be Ob-
jective in the reportage which 
will be evident in the pres-
entation of  facts in a news. 

He noted that Ignorance is 
a snag in the media profession 
hence the need to be abreast 
with the recent advancements 
of  the profession.

A lecturer in the Interna-
tional Institute of  Journalism, 
Chief  Charles U.A Nwank-
wo  on his Lecture which 
centred on guarding against 
Libel and injurious publica-
tion by journalists, said the 
practice of  journalism is so 
vital and important to society 
now than ever before.

This he Said it’s because for 
Nigeria to move forward the 
media must remain an essen-
tial factor in the permanent 
struggle for the sustenance of  
democracy and development.

NBAWF partners JSC to advance
welfare of female lawyers
By Grace Ofurum

T
he Nigerian Bar As-
sociation Women 
Forum Imo State 

(NBAWF) has partnered 
with the Executive Secretary 
of  Judicial Service Commis-
sion Imo State (JSC), His 
Worship, Jennifer Uju Nwo-
su to advance the welfare 
and carreer advancement of  
female lawyers in Imo State.
  Speaking when NBAWF 
paid a courtesy visit to the 
Executive Secretary of  Ju-
dicial Service Commission 
JSC, the State Lead of  the 
Forum, Chetachi Success 
Udeh Esq. noted that Nige-
rian Bar Association Wom-
en Forum is a Forum of  fe-
male lawyers committed to  
empowering, inspiring and 
supporting female lawyers 
across Nigeria, adding that 
it is an arm of  NBA insti-
tuted in line with the eight 
schedule of  NBA consti-
tution 2015 as amended in 
2021. 
   The vibrant female law -
yer, Mrs Udeh posited that 
membership of  the Forum 
is open to all female Law-
yers. She reiterated that 
the Forum addresses issues 
pertaining to welfare of  fe-
male lawyers, creating room 
for efficient and impactful 
networking amongst col-
leagues. The Forum pro-
vides influential voice for 
the female lawyers in Nige-

ria and globally in terms of  
looks, perspectives and wide 
reach.
   The State Lead NBAWF 
Mrs Udeh, stated that the 
NBAWF Imo State will be 
inaugurated on the 2nd of  
March, 2023. She urged the 
Executive Secretary of  JSC 
to attend the grand ceremo-
ny as a special guest and 
support the Forum in her 
usual manner to enable the 
Forum succeed on her man-
date. She appreciated His 
Worship, Jennifer Nwosu 
for the time given them to 
interact and urged all female 
lawyers in the Imo State to 
register with the Forum and 
participate in her activities 
accordingly. The State Lead 
shared the terms of  refer-
ence NBAWF adding that 
there is a clear distinction 
between the mandate of  
NBAWF and FIDA though 
both comprises of  female 
lawyers.
   In her response, the Exec-
utive Secretary of  Judicial 
Service Commission, His 
Worship Jennifer Uju Nwo-
su said that she was happy 
that the Forum has come 
alive in the state, stressing 
that she will give her neces-
sary support to further the 
ideals of  the NBAWF so 
that the welfare of  female 
lawyers would be taken seri-
ously in the State. 
    She assured the Forum 
of  her support, while she 
promised to collaborate 
with the forum in ensuring 
that issues affecting female 
lawyers received required 
attention.
   She urged all female law-
yers to continue to network 
among themselves, adding 
that collaboration amongst 
female lawyers breeds de-
velopment and should shun 
jealousy, envy and strife.

.... Urges them on upgrading strategic communication in digital era
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T
he presidential can-
didate of  the Labour 
Party, Mr. Peter Obi 

has insisted that the over three 
million Nigerian students 
who are eligible to vote in the 
forthcoming presidential elec-
tion must be encouraged to 
take part in the exercise.

He spoke against the back-
drop of  concerns being raised 
about the possibility of  stu-
dents missing out of  the exer-
cise because of  the inability to 
obtain their Permanent Vot-
ers Cards. 

Mr. Obi also expressed 
worries over the inability 
of  some Nigerians in a few 
states, particularly in Lagos 
state to collect their Perma-
nent Voters Card, PVCs.

The Presidential candidate 
said this while playing host 
to a delegation of  Election 
observers from the Europe-
an Union EU-EOM, late on 
Monday.

Obi had while answering a 
question on the fate of  about 
3.5 million students that may 
not exercise their voting right 
if  at least one week holiday is 
not given to enable them re-
turn to their area of  registra-
tion, said ” I am sure INEC 
will do the right thing. I am 

sure the universities will give 
them the break to go and vote.

“ It is important because 
it is about their future This 
election is about these young 
people and I’m sure they will 
allow them to go and vote. 
We will continue to mention 
it to them as we go along.”

On the challenges being 
witnessed on some areas 
by voters in collecting their 
PVCs, Obi said, “For me now, 
what is important is ensuring 
that people collect their PVCs.

“There are some areas 
where people are still com-
plaining that they are being 
denied their PVCs for one rea-
son or the other. INEC must 
give them attention.

“But I must give INEC 
credit for extending the date 
for the collection of  PVC but 
again I urge them to ensure 
that people collect their PVC. 
This election is very impor-
tant to Nigerians. It is an ex-
istential election. We want all 
those that have registered to 
participate.”

Also, the National Chair-
man of  the Labour Party, 
Barrister Julius Abure who 
equally spoke about the chal-
lenges said, “It is the young 
ones that bear the brunt of  

maladministration, so this 
election is about them.

“When the voter registra-
tion was on going, most of  
the University students were 
at home and they did their 
registration at home.

“Right now they are in 
School and if  they remain in 
school during the election, it 
means they will be denied the 
opportunity to vote.

“So we are asking that a 
one week break should be giv-
ing as holiday to enable them 
to go and vote. You would 
have excluded them if  they 
have their PVC and are not in 
the place where they can use 
it to vote.

“Generally, the country is 
insecure. We want the secu-
rity to improve before and 
during the election because if  
security is not guaranteed we 
may have a situation were le-
gitimate voters may be afraid 
to come out on the election 
days to vote.

“So, there must be assuranc-
es that security will be beefed 
up. So we need the security 
agencies, the commander in 
chief  to continously give the 
assurances that security will 
be guaranteed on that day.

“And the security agencies 

themselves because we have 
had situations where the 
security agencies are being 
used to rig election or create 
an enabling environment for 
elections to be manipulated 
or in some cases facilitate vote 
buying.”

Earlier, the EU-EOM Chief  
Observer, Barry Andrews had 
told the party leaders that 
their visit was a routine one 
embarked for the purpose of  
interacting with leading pres-
idential candidates and other 
stakeholders in the February 

The burnt section of the INEC office in Ojoto, Idemili South.

25 presidential election.
He said, “It is part of  our 

work, we are having meetings 
with all the stakeholders in 
this very important election 
here in Nigeria. We have met 
with important participants 
including Labour Party today. 
We also met with APC and 
PDP candidates.

 “We also met with the min-
ister of  foreign affairs earlier 
today, the vice president , civil 
society and the media.

“What we are doing is try-
ing to develop a picture of  

transparency, inclusivity and 
credibility of  the election. 
And we will report that, two 
days after the election in a 
preliminary report in a press 
conference on the 27th of  
February.

“We are in the very early 
stages. We have being meet-
ing and people have a collec-
tive sense of  deepening the 
very root of  democracy and 
we think we can play a part 
but we won’t be making any 
conclusion until after the elec-
tion.”

Confusion in Imo ministries as sacked appointees yet to handover

Appeal Court reinstates Azubogu as Anambra 
South APGA Senate candidate 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Court of  Appeal, 
Abuja division has set 
aside the verdict of  

Justice Inyang Ekwo of  the 
Federal High Court Abuja, 
which had on November 24, 
2022 nullified the nomina-
tion of  Hon Chris Azubogu 
as the APGA candidate for 
Anambra South Senatorial 
zone.

After the primary, Hon Ben 
Nwankwo headed to court to 
challenge the qualification 
of  Engr Chris Azubogu to 
participate in the primary 
election which led to the nul-
lification of  the nomination 
of  Azubogu by the Justice 
Ekwo of  Abuja division of  
Federal High Court.

Not certified with the deci-
sion of  the High Court, the 
APGA and Chris Azubogu 
filed an appeal challenging 
the judgment.

Delivering Judgment, the 
appellate court held that the 
appeal court ruled that chal-
lenging the right of  a political 
party to grant anyone waiv-
er to belong in their party is 
not Justiceable, affirmed that 
waiver granted to Azubogu 
by APGA was in order and 
can’t be challenged.

The appellant scaled the 
hurdle of  section 65 consti-
tution and He is qualified to 
contest election.

The court also stated that 
The failure of  the speaker 
to  act will not be visited on 
the appellant(Azubogu). He 
did his part by notifying him. 
The court granted Azubogu 
and APGA all their four re-
liefs.

In her judgment delivered 
on 1st February, 2023, the 
Court of  Appeal set aside 
the judgment of  the Fed-
eral High Court, affirming 
the nomination of  the Engr 
Chris Azubogu as the can-

didate and flag bearer of  All 
Progressive Ground Alliance 
(APGA) for Anambra South 
Senatorial zone. Azubogu 
was on 1st June, 2022 elected 
as the candidate of  APGA by 
the party’s delegates for the 
election.

Reacting to the judgment, 
Engr Chris Azubogu, stated: 
“The judgment will strength-
en our constitutional democ-
racy and I salute the Appeal 
Court panel for setting aside 
the High Court judgment”.

While thanking God 
Almighty for the victory, 
Azubogu also thanked the 
Governor for providing lead-
ership, the APGA leadership, 
members, and general public 
for their support, saying that 
it is victory for all.  

Azubogu also appealed to 
his opponents to join him so 
that they will win the general 
election together and make 
the party and the people of  
Anambra South proud.

2023: Abia PDP Gubernatorial aspirant vows not
to step down for anyone

A 
chieftain of  the Peo-
ple’s Democratic 
Party (PDP), Chief  

Eric Opah has revealed that 
he is in the 2023 PDP guber-
natorial race to win and will 
not step down for anyone de-
spite the pressure.

Eric Opah who is the 
founder of  Fortune Global 
Shipping & Logistics Lim-
ited and Fortune Marine & 
Energy Services Limited, 
posited in a press release 
signed by his media aide that 
the PDP needs someone 
who has proven track record, 
capacity, integrity and vast 
network to be the candidate 
of  the party. And based on 
these qualities, Opah is the 
right man for the job now.

Opah, an entrepreneur and 
philanthropist who current-
ly serves as the Chairman 
Nigeria-America Chamber 
of  Commerce, Abia State 
Chapter, is equally an Asso-
ciate Member of  the Insti-

tute of  Directors of  Nigeria 
(IODN), the Founder of  
Eric Opah Foundation, the 
President Umunna-Nsulu 
Progressive Forum, and the 
President of  Mbubo Trans-
formation Group.

He went further to reveal 
that he has consulted widely, 
with chieftains of  the par-
ty acknowledging that he 
is in the right position both 
in character and capacity to 
pick the governorship ticket 
of  the PDP in Abia State 
after the painful demise of  
Professor Uchenne Ikonne.

 “After proper consulta-
tion, the governor himself  
agreed with me and facili-
tated my picking the PDP 
gubernatorial form, so I see 
no reason why I will be step-
ping down for anyone” he 
stated.

He maintained that he is 
in the race to win and will 
win.

Opah called on all PDP 

faithful in Abia State to rally 
around him, support him so 
that PDP will have the best 
candidate to fly their flag 
and win the 2023 governor-
ship election in Abia State.

In the press release, Eric 
Opah assured Abians that 
he will amplify what Abia 
is known for as God’s own 
State by making sure that 
truth prevails both in pri-
vate and public affairs of  
the State. He will promote a 
state where citizens will trust 
each other and seek for the 
good of  one another.

He went further to state 
that he will pursue vigorous-
ly a state where her resourc-
es will be used for the good 
all, where no community 
in Abia State will be left be-
hind, where human capacity 
development will be para-
mount, accountability core 
mandate and where visitors 
will be proud to visit and vis-
it again.

T
here are serious indi-
cations that all is not 
well with some of  the 

Ministries, Parastatals and 
Government Agencies in Imo 
State, especially those Estab-
lishments whose Administra-
tive and Political Heads were 
recently removed from office 
by Governor Hope Uzodim-
ma.

According to a Trumpet-
er Newspaper report, it was  
observed that these Establish-
ments affected by the Cabinet 
reshufflement are now alleged 
to be in crisis and confusion 
because vital documents and 
property have not been prop-
erly and officially handed over 
to those who took over office.

The Newspaper also re-
ported that some Commis-
sioners who were dropped 
in the last Cabinet reshuffle-
ment left with Government 

Vehicles and other properties 
and up till now they have not 
returned those Government 
properties that are still in their 
custody.

It was also alleged that 
some of  the Appointees still 
occupy spaces in Govern-
ment official buildings.

Apart from the sacked Ap-
pointees, some retired Perma-
nent Secretaries were also al-
leged to have gone away with 
vital documents and proper-
ties belonging to Imo State 
Government.

Right now Ministries, Par-
astatals and Government 
Agencies that are affected by 
this act are said to be handi-
capped. An insider who did 
not want his name to be men-
tioned in Newspaper hinted 
that the affected offices are 
not functioning well again 
and this has brought low pro-

ductivity in the State.
It would be recalled that 

Governor Hope Uzodinma 
few months ago dropped 
some Appointees during his 
Cabinet shake up. There-
after, he directed the affect-
ed Appointees to handover 
Government property in the 
possession. Report has it that 
some were reluctant to submit 
all the Government properties 
they were holding.

The new Government ap-
pointees as we gathered are 
now raising eyesbrow on this 
unlawful seizure of  Govern-
ment properties by their pre-
decessors. Accordong to the 
Trumpeter Newspaper report, 
that several attempts have 
been made by new appointees 
to recover these properties but 
it was not fruitful.

-
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2023: Atiku’s step-down statement
on Obi, Kwankwaso

T
he Presidential candi-
date of  Labour Party 
Peter Obi has assured 

the entire Nigerians and his 
supporters that there is no go-
ing back in their Presidential 
ambition debunking the ru-
mours of  him steping down 
for the Presidential candidate 
of  PDP Atiku Abubakar.

Recall that Atiku Abubarka 
in an interview with news-
men said that he is in dis-
cussion with Peter Obi and 
also the candidate of  NNPP 
Rabiu Kwankwaso for them 
to Stepdown and support his 
candidacy.

Reacting to the comment 
made Atiku Abubakar, Peter 
Obi in a post on his Twit-
ter handle on Thursday de-
bunked the rumours saying 
that there is now going back 
in his quest to recovering Ni-
geria.

“Good Morning Nigeria. 
The march is on. There is no 
going back; no stopping; we 
must all work hand-in-hand. 
The journey to take back 
Nigeria is now or never, he 
wrote.

Meanwhile, the New Ni-
geria Peoples Party (NNPP), 
has taken a swipe at the 
Presidential candidate of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) and former Vice Presi-
dent Atiku Abubakar over his 
comment that he was in talks 
of  a planned step down with 
the NNPP Presidential can-
didate, Senator Rabiu Musa 
Kwakwanso.

Addressing Journalists yes-
terday in Abuja, the NNPP 
National Chairman, Pro-

fessor Rufai Ahmed Alkali 
urged Atiku Abubakar to re-
spect his age, however, said 
that the party was not in talks 
with him over a possible alli-
ance.

Alkali who called on Atiku 
to step down for Kwankwaso 
since he is young with a fresh 
idea, said that their members 
are worried over Atiku’s state-
ment insisting that they are 
not in alliance talk with the 
PDP.

The NNPP National Chair-
man said, “Our members 
have been worried because 
we have huge crowds in the 
South and in the North. Our 
presidential candidate is cam-
paigning. Our gubernatorial 
candidates, Senatorial candi-
dates, House of  Representa-
tives candidates and the State 
House of  Assembly candi-
dates have been campaigning.

 “Since we came up with 
this mantra for a new Nigeria, 
we’ve not been engaged in 
unnecessary controversy. As 
a responsible party, we have 
been taken for granted. We 
are not in talks with Atiku.

“He should know that there 
are other people who have 
the right to be president and 
Kwankwaso has done a lot 
for Nigerians and Nigeria. 
Kwankwaso is a forerunner 
in the contest.

 “The idea of  the north-
ern agenda is not true. The 
election of  2023 is different. 
Some leaders whose agenda 
is to work for some candi-
dates, want a northern candi-
date. We kept quiet when Ati-
ku said he was the Northern 

candidate. 
They talk about the gov-

ernment of  national unity. 
Nobody is talking about that 
when it is convenient but we 
have no talk with Atiku and 
we are not planning an alli-
ance with Atiku. He should 
respect his age and he can’t 
force anyone to endorse 
him,” the party insisted.

According to Alkali, “We 
are following the INEC 
guidelines and the electoral 
act. We produce agents in 
all the polling units. Most of  
these parties making noise 
today don’t have agents. The 
PDP of  yesterday is not the 
PDP of  today. It is not the 
party of  Abubakar Rimi, 
Sunday Awoniyi, Sule Lami-
do, Solomon Lar and the rest.

“Five governors are not 
with Atiku. These governors 
are coming from powerful 
states. The two others have 
been sending messages that 
they will not support Atiku. 

“We thought that anyone 
contesting an election should 
put his house together. We left 
the PDP because we knew it 
would implode. It is not the 
same party as yesterday. In 
the next one week, some will 
leave the PDP. 

“What Kwankwanso is do-
ing is unprecedented and that 
is why they are afraid. This 
election is for the people. To-
day, no presidential candidate 
has done what Kwankwaso 
has done in this election.  

 “We want to say that no-
body has anything to offer oth-
er than Kwankwaso. Kwank-
waso has done everything 

and nothing happen in Nige-
ria that Kwankwanso will not 
travel to address such a cri-
sis. It’s Kwankwaso that has 
been fighting for the North. 
Kwankwaso can move to any 
state today because he has no 
enemy,”Alkali said while call-
ing on Atiku to step down for 
Kwankwaso. 

“By May 29, 2023 when 

Kwankwaso is sworn in, he 
will scratch JAMB and pro-
tect national assets but Atiku 
wants to sell them. NNPP 
disassociates itself  from Atiku 
and the purported alliance,” 
he alleged.

He said that it will be a big 
tragedy for APC or PDP to 
continue governing Nigeria. 

On the currency crisis, Al-

kali who noted that the timing 
was wrong, however, called  
on the CBN not to force the 
people to revolt, adding, 

“Kwankwaso said to an-
yone that did not change 
his money, when sworn in 
as president, he will ensure 
everyone who changes his 
money. If  Kwankwaso be-
comes president, everyone 
will take his money to the 
bank. The CBN act gave six 
months so, why is the CBN 
pushing for it now?” NNPP 
stated.
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New twist in APGA crisis as Chekwas Okorie 
is unveiled as Presidential candidate 

W
ith less than 23 
days to the general 
elections, the crisis 

rocking the All Progressives 
Grand Alliance (APGA) 
took a new twist as the found-
ing national chairman of  the 
party, Chief  Chekwas Okorie 
is unveiled as its presidential 
candidate on Wednesday. 

Okorie, who unveiled his 
running mate, also listed 
members of  unveiled his 
campaign council.

Okorie had emerged as the 
party’s presidential candidate 
at the primary organised by 
the Edozie Njoku-led Na-
tional Working Committee.

In December 2022, the Vic-
tor Oye faction announced a 
1,579-man campaign council 
led by Anambra State Gov-
ernor, Prof. Charles Soludo 
and his predecessor, Chief  
Willie Obiano.

Both Oye and Njoku have 
been laying claims to the 
leadership of  the party.

During Wednesday’s un-
veiling of  his campaign 
council, Okorie also named 
a nurse, Hajia Hadiza Mu-
hammad as his running mate 
and an investigative journal-
ist, Jonathan Elendu as the 
Director-General of  the cam-
paign council.

Speaking, Okorie main-
tained that APGA has only 
one presidential candidate 
and national chairman. He, 
however, expressed surprise 
that Independent Nation-
al Electoral Commission 
(INEC) was yet to recognise 
Njoku as chairman, despite a 
Supreme Court ruling sack-
ing Victor Oye.

While urging INEC to do 
the needful, he observed that 
the 2023 general election to 
which over N350 billion of  
taxpayers’ money has been 
appropriated by the National 
Assembly must not be put in 
avoidable peril.

He stated: “The onus is 
on INEC to ensure that Ni-
gerians do not turn around 
to hold the electoral body 
responsible for truncating 
the 2023 general election by 
willfully excluding lawful-
ly recognized APGA from 
participating in the elections. 
Should this unfortunate and 
forewarned calamity befall 
the nation, the repercussion 
shall threaten the very exist-
ence of  corporate Nigeria. 
May God forbid it.

 “Njoku, the National 
Chairman of  APGA has 
proved himself  to be a man 
of  immense faith and con-

viction as well. If  it was not 
for this special attribute of  
his l will not be here today 
as Presidential Candidate of  
a Political Party l founded 21 
years ago.

 “It is out of  faith and 
conviction that all genuine 
leaders and members of  
APGA today believe that 
in spite of  the machinations 
and intrigues of  human be-
ings which have resulted to 
what is obviously a late entry 
into the democratic contest 
for 2023 general election. 
APGA will surprise its tra-
ducers by the outcome of  
its accomplishments in the 
forthcoming elections by the 
special grace of  God. Again, 
it is written that the last shall 
be the first”, he stated.

The vice presidential can-
didate, Hadiza Muhammad, 
observed that with her nom-
ination, the party has prov-
en that they respect gender 
equality in Nigerian political 
experiments.

In his acceptance speech 
as DG, Elendu said Nige-
ria requires rescue from the 
clutches of  effects of  an un-
workable coupling that has 
made the development of  the 
country and people almost a 
mirage.

IMSU Vice Chancellor Prof. Uchefula Ugonna Chukwumaeze flanked by some 
members of the school managemen.

2023: I have told Rivers people who I’m supporting – Wike

G
overnor Nyesom 
Wike says Rivers 
state residents already 

know who he wants them 
to vote for in the presidential 
election on February 25, 2023, 
and that those expecting him 
to make a public announce-
ment on his preferred candi-
date will be disappointed.

Wike, who was in Port Har-
court on Wednesday for a Riv-
ers Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) campaign rally for the 
Port Harcourt City Local Gov-
ernment Area, also accused 
the state’s Commissioner of  
Police, CP Okon Effiong, of  
being unwilling to investigate 
perceived violations on op-
position party election cam-
paigns in the state.

Governor Wike, apparent-
ly in response to Rivers All 
Progressives Congress guber-
natorial candidate Dakuku 
Peterside, who dared him to 
disclose his favorite presiden-

tial candidate, said he never 
pledged to make a public pro-
nouncement on who to sup-
port for president.

He said, “I never told any-
body I will face cameras to an-
nounce to you this is who we 
will vote. I said I will tell Riv-
ers people the candidate they 
will support. I did not state 
the method of  telling it. I did 
not say I will hold live cover-
age to declare it.  “And Rivers 
people know already. Are you 
not aware? So ‘mumu’ people 
who never win in politics are 
expecting me to make live dec-
laration that we’re now going 
for Joseph (hypothetically).

“Far from it. But you (Riv-
ers people) are aware. Have 
we not said it? I’ve told people 
who don’t know. In G-5 we 
are fighting guerilla warfare. 
The more you look the less 
you see.”

On the perceived indiffer-
ence of  the CP Rivers Po-

... No going back – Peter Obi assures Nigerians
… NNPP knocks Atiku: “Respect your age, we’re not in talks with you”

lice Command to alleged 
violations in opposition par-
ty campaigns in the state, 
Wike warned CP Okon that 
he would take over his job 
and unleash Neighborhood 
Watch, the state’s established 
community policing agency, 
on opposition parties.

He said of  the CP, “You are 
the one making them (opposi-
tion parties) to break the law. 
If  you don’t do your work, 
we will take over your work 
from you. We will release our 
Neighborhood Watch. You 
cannot support people who 
are breaking the law.

“You know the truth of  the 
matter; you are scared so they 
won’t transfer you. You can be 
transferred anywhere, any day. 
So you are neither here nor 
there. Your fear of  being trans-
ferred will not save you. Do 
your work. Nobody should 
intimidate you. Tell them not 
to push us to the wall.”
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SPORTS
o m a  c o a c h  Jo s e RMourinho was left 
disappointed with 

t h e i r  C o p p a  I t a l i a 
q u a r t e r f i n a l  d e f e a t  t o 
Cremonese.

Roma were bundled out 
o f  t h e  C o p p a  2 - 1  o n 
Wednesday night.

Mourinho later said: 
“Have I ever had a defeat like 
this in the Cup before? Not 
many times, but it has never 
happened to me before. Cups 
are beautiful and strange 
competitions and some time 
the theoretically strongest 
team doesn't put everything 
in and the surprise happens.

“In a season in which I 
won the Premier League with 
Chelsea I was eliminated by a 
team in League 1 or 2. The 
Coppa Italia is not as good as 
the others, because it gives 
Serie B teams fewer chances 
to do these nice things for 
them, as happened today. But 
it happens. If  you ask me if  I 
like it, I say no, if  I expected 
it, I say no, but it happens.

 “I went down early (at 
halftime) because I had four 
substitutions and you have to 
prepare well. I spoke very 
little about the first half, ten 
minutes weren't enough. A 
very poor first half  at every 
level.

“We can focus on the 
penalty error, but I don't 

think it's right in this case for 
a player. It was the team, the 
one on the pitch and us who 
were off. In the second half  I 
was aware that it would have 
been completely different, 
but the 2-0 changes the 
mental dynamic, because for 

ead coach of  Nigeria's HG o l d e n  E a g l e t s 
Nduka Ugbade has 

said that Morocco junior side 
could a threat in the Under-17 
AFCON championship.

T h e  d r a w  f o r  t h e 
tournament were conducted on 
Wednesday and the 5-time 
World Champions was placed 
in group B alongside Morocco, 
Zambia and South Africa.

F o r m e r  N i g e r i a 
International spoke extensively 
a b o u t  e a c h  t e a m  i n  t h e 
competition and the target of  
Nigeria reaching the next U17 
FIFA World Cup in Peru.

“It's quite interesting that it's 

aris St Germain head Pcoach  Chr i s tophe 
Galtier said injuries 

sustained by Sergio Ramos 
and Kylian Mbappe in their 
3-1 win at Montpellier on 
Wednesday were not serious 
and that they were taken off  
to manage their workload 
during a busy schedule.

PSG, who extended their 
Ligue 1 lead to five points 
after the win, are due to play 
f i v e  m a t c h e s  b e t w e e n 

Cremonese one thing is 1-0 
and another is 2-0, they 
defended themselves very 
well, they always waited for 
the slightest possibility of  a 
counterattack, then they 
understood that they could 
use the referee's passivity in 

like this now because the die is 
cast and there is no going back.

Morocco is known from 
North Africa and their football 
is known to me very well 
considering what they've done 
in the World Cup, I think their 
U17 will be motivated to do 
better as well.

Recent ly  they 've  been 
engaged in friendly matches for 
this competition.

Then, the issue of  South 
African football has gone 
exploded into a beautiful 
footballing nation, that one too 
is something that makes us 
worried a bit.

Zambia is always known for 

ukayo Saka, Marcus BRashford and Raheem 
S t e r l i n g  l e a d  t h e 

Premier League names on the 
Football Black List – an 
initiative to highlight the most 
influential black figures in the 
game.

The Premier League trios 
were named alongside Crystal 
Palace boss Patrick Vieira – 
the only black manager 
currently in England's top-
flight, while Burnley's Vincent 
Kompany also made the list 
from a coaching perspective.

The list also includes the 
black figures working behind 
t h e  s c e n e s  i n  f o o t b a l l . 
Brentford non-executive 
director Deji Davies – the 
Premier League's only black 
board member – and QPR 
s p o r t i n g  d i r e c t o r  L e s 
Ferdinand, the only black 
individual holding a position 
of  his kind in the game, are 
also named.

Overal l  the Football 
Black List is divided into eight 

February 4 and 19.
Galtier said that defender 

Ramos hurt his adductor 
while forward Mbappe had a 
knee issue. Both players were 
substituted in the first half.

“Sergio preferred to leave 
and not to take risks because 
of  the discomfort he felt in his 
adductor,” Galtier told a 
news conference.

“Concerning Kylian, 
there was a challenge after a 
dribble, he took a blow on the 

letting things go, wasting 
time and all that stuff, that a 
team try to do it and don't 
criticise it.

“Our goal came too late, 
had it arrived 5 minutes 
earlier we would have had a 
great chance to equalise.”

good football and these three 
nations are from the altitude so 
they will have enough strength, 
speed, endurance and power to 
compete but knowing that we 
have won the World Cup 5 
times and we are favourites, so 
we will not look at our group 
alone.

The first thing we have to 
counter is to win our first 
match, then the second match 
and probably win the 3rd match 
then qualify for the next stage, 
win that as well go further to 
establish a kind of  authority in 
the semi-final and see if  we get 
to the final what will happen.

We know if  we win the 4th 
match surely we've gotten to the 
semi-final and qualified for the 
World Cup.

It will very interesting to 
know that the likes of  Algeria, 
Senegal and Congo are in 
groups in Cameroon, Mali, and 
Burkina Faso, their stories 
cannot leave our memory, they 
are very strong.

At the WAFU tournament, 
we met Burkina Faso in the 
final and again we are not going 
to remove Congo.

If  you are going to this kind 
of  competition and you don't 
have fear, then you're not 
prepared but not that it will 
cripple us, it's that, that will 
c r e a t e  u n b e l i e v a b l e 
performance when we have the 
opportunity to face any team in 
the competition, this is my view 
on the group”, he stated.

categories: Administration, 
coaching and management, 
commercial,  community, 
players, LGBTQ+, media and 
practitioners.

There is also the Ugo 
Ehiogu's Ones To Watch list, 
which recognizes talented, 
young people in the industry 
under 30 years of  age.

 “We are delighted to be 
sharing another incredible and 
inspirational Football Black 
List. Black excellence shines 
so brightly in the game and 
this list underlines that,” said 
Leon Mann MBE, co-founder 
of  the Football Black List.

“I am particularly proud 
to see the list now feature 
b o a r d  m e m b e r s ,  a n d 
managers at the top of  the 
game but clearly we still have a 
long way to go to see better 
representation in football.

“ H o w e v e r ,  w e  a r e 
highlighting those leading the 
way. We are proud of  these 
individuals and the impact 
they are making.”

knee, behind the knee, so on 
the knee and on the muscle. Is 
it a bruise, a haematoma? We 
don't know yet.

 “But also when you look 
at the run of  games obviously 
he can ' t  take any r isks 
because we have a very busy 
schedule. But apparently, it 
doesn't seem to be very 
serious for either player.”

Galtier also said PSG 
were not at fault for failing to 
sign Hakim Ziyech on loan 
from Chelsea on Tuesday's 
transfer deadline day after 
British media reported the 
deal did not go through 
because of  a hold-up in the 
paperwork.

“Ziyech … we talked 
about it that we wanted to get 
in a player after the departure 
of  Pablo Sarabia. We were 
looking for a player also 
capable of  playing on the 
right side of  our attack. 
Unfortunately, it didn't get 
done,” he said.
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Injuries to Ramos and Mbappe not
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