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News

Anambra Police assures of safety, expresses
readiness on Feb 25th general election 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

C
ommissioner of  Po-
lice, Anambra state, 
CP Echeng Echeng 

has assured of  the command 
readiness and also the safety 
of  voters at the forth coming 
general elections.

CP Echeng disclosed this 
during a press briefing held 
at the Command’s office in 
Amawbia on Thursday. 

According to him, “as we 
are all aware, the people of 
our dear state – Anambra, 
will join other Nigerians to 
cast their votes for candi-
dates of  their choices in the 
Presidential and National 
Assembly elections on Sat-
urday 25th February, 2023 
as well as in the state House 
of  Assembly elections on 
Saturday 11th March, 2023, 
in accordance with the elec-
toral timetable released by 
the Independent Nation-
al Electoral Commission 
(INEC). The need for these 
epoch-making events to take 

place in a peaceful and se-
cured environment cannot 
be overemphasized; hence 
the 1999 constitution of  the 
Federal Republic of  Nigeria 
(as amended), the Police Act 
2020 and the Electoral Act 
2022 mandate the Nigeria 
Police Force (NPF), as the 
lead agency in internal secu-
rity, to ensure that elections 
are conducted in a peaceful 
and orderly manner”.

Accordingly, the Anam-
bra State Police Command 
has, in line with the strate-
gic directives of  the Inspec-
tor-General of  Police, IGP 
Alkali Baba Usman, psc(+), 
NPM, CFR, formulated a 
comprehensive strategy in 
synergy with INEC, military 
formations and sister secu-
rity agencies in the state to 
provide the enabling secu-
rity environment for peace-
ful, credible and transparent 
elections in the state”. 

“The plan which was con-
ceived and is being imple-
mented under the umbrella 
of  the Inter-Agency Consul-

tative Committee on Elec-
tion Security (ICCES) was 
based on a security threat 
analysis and risk assessment 
earlier conducted (but con-
stantly updated) by Anam-
bra State Police Command. 

It outlines the specific 
roles of  participating agen-
cies and places high premi-
um on effective coordination 
amongst the service com-
manders/agency heads. In 
accordance with global best 
practices, our election secu-
rity plan captures the three 
main phases in the electoral 
process viz; the pre-election 
phase, election-days, and the 
post-election period”. 

“It is heart-warming to 
note that the implementa-
tion of  the pre-election phase 
has been largely successful, 
as electioneering campaigns 
in the state have been peace-
ful and devoid of  violence. 
It is also pertinent to state 
that the command benefited 
from the series of  election 
security workshops organ-
ized for personnel across all 

cadres”.
“To operationalize the 

election-day security plan 
for the state, the Anambra 
State Police Command, in 
synergy with the military 
and sister security agencies, 
is poised to do the following 
on election days:

a. Deploy unarmed law 
enforcement agents to man 
the 5,720 poling units across 
the state.

b. Escort and protect all 
INEC personnel and ad-hoc 
staff  on election duty.

c. Escort and protect all 

CSOs partner Imo ministry to increase 
Agric budget

sensitive and non-sensitive 
electoral materials as may be 
required by INEC.

d. Provide robust security/
confidence building patrols 
across communities to re-
assure the citizenry and en-
courage voters to come out 
and exercise their franchise 
freely.

e. Maintain formidable 
rapid response teams across 
all the 326 wards to prompt-
ly and effectively respond to 
any distress call.

f. Enforce movement re-
striction orders.

In view of  the foregoing, 
I wish to call on the good 
people of  Anambra State to 
come out on the forthcom-
ing election-days and exer-
cise their franchise without 
fear of  favour. Let me at this 
juncture, strongly advise all 
political gladiators and their 
supporters to play the game 
according to rules, as any-
one found wanting, shall be 
dealt with according to the 
law.

While urging members the 
fourth estate and the civil so-
ciety to be more patriotic, in 
the discharge of  duties.

By Grace Ofurum

T
o address the low 
budgetary allocation 
to agriculture which 

is less than 2%, civil society 
organizations under the aus-
pices of  Agric Budget Plus 
Cluster have partnered the 
ministry of  Agriculture and 
Natural Resources, Imo State 
for possible increase.
  Speaking when the Agric 
Budget Plus Cluster paid an 
advocacy visit to the com-
missioner for Agriculture 
and Natural Resources, Imo 
State, Chief  Cosmas Madu-
ba, one of  the cluster organ-
izations and the Executive 
Director of  CARA Develop-
ment Foundation, Nnennaya 
Enyinna-Eneremadu noted 
that the 1.1% allocated to 
agriculture is inadequate to 
address all the issues need-
ed to make for food securi-
ty in the state, adding that 
there was need for all hands 
to be on deck so that all the 
agricultural value chain are 
looked into. She posited that 
everyone uses product of  ag-
riculture, hence the reason 
the sector needs to have more 
budgetary provisions for 
healthy living.
   She said that the demands 
of  the Agric Budget Plus 
Cluster is for strategic part-
nership with major stake-

holders like the ministry, 
access to information and 
access to monitor the imple-
mentation of  the budget to 
ensure that the increase if  it 
happens is channeled to the 
actual places.
    In his contribution, another 
cluster organization, Com-
munity and Youth Devel-
opment Initiative, Fexlfame 
Enisire who’s the Executive 
Director said there’s need to 
work with every stakeholder 
to achieve the agric budget 
increase.
    In his remarks, the Chair-
man of  All Farmers Asso-
ciation of  Nigeria (AFAN) 
who is also a cluster member, 
Ayo Enwerem noted that 
Imo State operates rain-fed 
dependent farming, stressing 
that the government should 
encourage irrigation system 
of  farming so that when the 
Agric Budget is increased, 
there will be more farming 
activities to achieve results.
   The Imo State Coordina -
tor, Civil Society Scaling Up 
Nutrition (CS-SUNN) and 
Executive Director of  Foun-
dation for Livelihood Ad-
vancement, Elder Kenneth 
Amogu noted that the State 
has Committee on Food and 
Nutrition (SCFN), stressing 
that there’s also  Multisec -
toral Action Plan on Nutri-
tion and the State Food Pol-

Read 
&

Advertise 
in

News Echo

Abia North: APP Senatorial candidate steps 
down for Orji  Kalu

T
he Action People Par-
ty (APP) candidate for 
Abia North senatorial 

district, Adijeh Ifeanyichuk-
wu Kingsley has announced 
his decision to step down 
from the contesting, support-
ing his APC opponent, the 
incumbent Sen. Orji Uzor 
Kalu.

This is coming barely 48 
hours to the Feb. 25 presiden-
tial and National Assembly 

elections in which Sen. Kalu 
a former governor of  Abia 
State is expected to slug it out 
at the polls with other con-
testants.

Mr. Kingsley said on 
Thursday that Sen. Kalu is 
the most credible candidate 
among other contestants 
seeking to represent the sen-
atorial district.

He urged his supporters to 
vote for APC in the senatori-

M
inister of  Com-
munications and 
Digital Economy, 

Professor Isa Pantami was 
in Imo state today Wednes-
day 22-02-2023 to witness 
the New digital Skill-Up 
Program graduation held in 
Owerri.

Meaning the Skill-Up Pro-
gram is a shift from creating 
job employees to producing 
job employers the minister 
stated.

While Speaking, Gover-
nor Hope Uzodinma stated 
that Technology, opportunity 
and people” are critical for 
human existence in the 21st 
Century and on that premise, 
the call for the establishment 
of  Imo Skill-Up Program.

The governor further con-
gratulated the newly graduat-
ed Youths, Governor and ex-
pressed joy at the excitement 

that welcomed the Skill-Up 
Program by Imo youths.

In his address, Uzodinma 
stated that more of  these en-
gaging programs will help 
to eradicate banditry and in-
security in the State as more 
youths will be gainfully en-
gaged.

The Governor therefore 
charged the youths to take 
full advantage of  the opportu-
nities offered through digital 
skills training and other pro-
grams of  the Government to 
establish themselves and be-
come successful in life.

On his part the Minister of 
Communications & Digital 
Economy, Professor Isa Pan-
tami stated that the Skill-Up 
Program is a shift from creat-
ing job employees to produc-
ing job employers.

He further encouraged Ndi 
Imo to leverage the era of  the 

digital revolution to build a 
knowledge-based economy 
like the USA, China and Ja-
pan.

icy,  which the advocacy of 
the civil society organizations 
has brought to bear.
   He posited that the Ag -
ric Budget Plus Cluster ad-
vocates for  increasing the 
budget  for Agriculture by 
5%, insisting that it will make 
available more funds for food 
production, especially the 
Biofortified with  Vitamin A 
food. He said the ministry 
played major role in achiev-
ing the Food policy in the 
state.
   Responding, the Commis-
sioner for Agriculture and 
Natural Resources, Chief 
Cosmas Maduba committed 
to working with the cluster for 
the increase, adding that in-
creasing the budget should be 
everybody’s business because 
according to him, everybody 
needs food and textile being 
produced from agricultural 
practices. 
    He said the advocacy is a 
right step in the right direc-
tion. He said the door of  the 
ministry is open to the Agric 
Budget Plus Cluster as the 
ministry is not a secret soci-
ety. He urged the CSOs to 
follow up with the ministry 
in terms of  knowing when 
the call circular will be out for 
2023 so that inputs can begin 
to come in.
    “We are open for partner-
ship and ready to go”. It is 
only a man who don’t appre-
ciate the importance of  agri-
culture that will shut his door 
for issues like”, he submitted.
  The Agric Budget Plus 
Cluster for 5% increase in 
the budgetary allocation for 
Agriculture is a project of 
USAID, in partnership with 
Palladium.

al contest and vote for APP 
candidates at other levels of 
the elections.

Mr. Kingsley assured his 
loyalists that Sen. Kalu will 
continue in his track record 
of  outstanding performance 
in delivering democratic div-
idends to them.

Mascot Uzor-Kalu, a 
younger brother to Sen. 
Kalu is contesting for the 
governorship of  Abia State 
on the platform of  the APP.

2023 Elections: Police declare curfew nationwide,
bans siren, tinted glasses

he Nigerian Police Tforce has declared a 
12am to 6pm curfew 

on Saturday February 25, 
across all the 36 States of  the 
Federation and the Federal 
Capital Territory (FCT ).

Nigerians will be heading 
to the polls to vote their 
preferred presidential and 
national assembly candidates.

Inspector  General  of  
Police, Usman Baba Alkali 
sa id  in  a  s ta tement  on 
Wednesday, that only those 
on essential services such as 
INEC Officials, Electoral 
Obser vers,  Ambulances 
r e s p o n d i n g  t o  m e d i c a l 
emergencies, firefighters are 
allowed to move around that 
day.

The statement reads:

“The order which is part of  
measures emplaced to ensure 
a safe, secure, and conducive 
environment for the conduct 
of  elections, is aimed at 
e n s u r i n g  p u b l i c  o r d e r 
management, the safety of  
electorates, as well as assisting 
the security agencies in 
effective policing, thereby 
preventing hoodlums and 
criminally-minded elements 
from disrupting the electoral 
process.

Similarly, the IGP sternly 
warns all security aides and 
e s c o r t s  t o  d e s i s t  f r o m 
a c c o m p a n y i n g  t h e i r 
principals and politicians to 
polling booths and collation 
centres during the election as 
anyone found flouting this 
directive will be severely 

sanctioned.
He emphasizes that only 

security personnel specifically 
assigned to election duties are 
to be seen within and around 
the designated election booths 
and centres.

Also,  the  ban on the 
unauthorized use of  sirens, 
revolving lights, covered 
number plates, and tinted 
glasses is still in force, and 
violators would be sanctioned 
appropriately. All State-
e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  ow n e d 
s e c u r i t y 
outfits/organizations, quasi-
security units, and privately-
owned guard and security 
outfits are also barred from 
participating in election 
security management.



Gunmen kidnap Imo monarch’s 
wife, raze houses of APC, 
Labour Party chairmen

News

Lagos-based businessman arrested
with fake N250,000 new notes
O

peratives of  the Ek-
iti State Amotekun 
Corps have arrested 

a man, identified as Celes-
tine, with counterfeited new 
N1, 000 notes amounting to 
about N250, 000.

Celestine, who claimed he 
was an Anambra State born 
Lagos-based businessman, 
said he was heading from 
Lagos State to Isanlu in Kogi 
State to buy kolanut and bit-
ter kola when he was arrested 
with the fake new naira notes.

The suspect, who spoke at 
the Amotekun State head-
quarters, Ado Ekiti, where he 

was paraded with the money, 
described himself  as victim 
of  circumstances, saying, “I 
collected the fake new naira 
notes from a customer in La-
gos State without knowing 
that they were not genuine.

”Following my arrest, I had 
tried to contact him for my 
release, I am still expecting to 
hear from him,” the suspect 
said.

Amotekun State Com-
mander, Brig. Gen. Joe Ko-
molafe (retd), said the suspect 
was apprehended at Omuo 
Ekiti in Ekiti East Local Gov-
ernment area of  Ekiti State by 
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the men of  the corps after he 
had spent some quantities of 
the counterfeit new N1, 000 
notes in a local market in the 
area.

Komolafe said, “Amotekun 
operatives were alerted by 
some Point of  Sale operators 
on discovery of  the fake new 
naira notes in the area. On 
receipt of  the information, 
our men swung into action 
and arrested the suspect with 
large quantities of  the fake na-
ira notes.

“Our men were reliably in-
formed that the suspect came 
into the community with 

about N250, 000 fake new 
N1, 000 notes. He is current-
ly undergoing interrogations 
at our office here. He will be 
handed over to the police for 
further probe and prosecution 
on completion of  our investi-
gation on the matter,” Komo-
lafe said.

The Amotekun command-
er, however, cautioned mem-
bers of  the public to “beware 
of  the activities of  unscrupu-
lous persons who may want 
to use the opportunity of  the 
scarcity of  cash in the coun-
try to dupe members of  the 
public with fake new naira 
notes.”

Imo: Gov. Uzodimma with Faculty members of National Defence College on the day Imo governor delivered a lecture recently.

Enugu lawyers boycott courts over murder 
of LP Senatorial candidate

L
awyers and Judges in 
the five branches of 
the Nigerian Bar Asso-

ciation (NBA) in Enugu State 
on Thursday boycotted court 
sittings to express anger over 
the gruesome killing of  a for-
mer chairman of  the associa-
tion and senatorial candidate 
of  Labour Party (LP) for 
Enugu East Senatorial Dis-
trict, Elder Oyibo Chukwu.

Chukwu and some of  his 
supporters were on Wednes-
day night shot dead by gun-
men in a white Hilux van 
at Eke-Otu Amechi-Awku-
nanaw Enugu. Their killers 
later set them ablaze in his 
vehicle.

To express anger over the 
killing of  the lawyer, the five 
branches of  the Nigerian Bar 
Association in the State on 
Thursday gave security agen-
cies in the State 48 hours to 
fish out the perpetrators or 
await actions from all lawyers 
in the state.

Our correspondent, who 
monitored the situation in 
Enugu on Thursday, ob-
served no court at the State 
High Court complex and 
others across the State sat.

Judges, who were not 
aware of  the decision, rose 
immediately they received 

the information.
Speaking with journal-

ists at the court premises in 
Enugu, the Oji River Branch 
chairman of  the NBA, Seth 
Nwokolo, said the measure 
was taken to urge govern-
ment and security agencies 
to apprehend the killers of 
the lawyer and for human 
lives to be adequately pro-
tected.

“We are here to protest 
over the gruesome killing of 
our former chairman, Elder 
Oyibo Chukwu. Chukwu 
was also the candidate for 
Labour Party in Enugu East 
Senatorial District. 

“Elder Oyibo Chukwu, 
whom we are talking about 
his death was chairman of 
Oji River Branch between 
2017 to 2019.

“Just this morning, the 
news filtered in that he was 
gruesomely murdered and 
assassinated in the company 
of  his followers around Obe-
agu-Amaechi Road. We are 
pained by this news and we 
want the security agencies in 
Enugu State to ensure that 
the perpetrators of  this hei-
nous act are brought to book.

“We are giving them 48 
hours to ensure that the kill-
ers are brought to justice. 

The bar in Enugu State is 
very embittered with this de-
velopment. If  after 48 hours, 
nothing happens, we will 
take a very necessary step as 
lawyers.

“Already, we have started 
with boycotting court pro-
ceedings in all the courts 
in Enugu State. Those who 
were not aware of  our deci-
sion rose immediately the 
information got to them be-
cause an injury to one is an 

G
unmen on Wednes-
day kidnapped the 
wife of  the traditional 

ruler of  Amuro autonomous 
community in the Okigwe 
Local Government Area of 
Imo State, Ugoeze Umug-
borogu.

Apart from kidnapping the 
monarch’s wife, the rampag-
ing gunmen also burnt the 
country homes of  the chair-
men of  All Progressives Con-
gress and Labour Party in 
Amuro ward.

The development caused 
panic in the community as 
residents fled their homes.

A source who doesn’t want 
to be mentioned told our cor-
respondent that the attackers 
set the houses ablaze imme-
diately they arrived the com-
pounds.

The source said ” Ugoeze 
Umugborogu, the wife of  the 
late king of  Amuro autono-
mous community has been 
kidnapped.

“After kidnapping the 
woman, they went to the 
house of  the Labour Party 
chairman in Amuro ward, 
Ifediora Umegboroagu and 
razed it. The man and his 
family were away when they 
struck.

“They equally razed the 

house of  the APC chairman 
in the ward. This is going out 
of  hand. The government 
should come to our rescue.”

Okigwe Local Govern-
ment Area has in the last few 
months become a hotbed for 
criminal activities.

Just on Tuesday, some 
some gunmen razed five 
houses in Amagu Ihube 
community in Okigwe LGA 
which included the houses 
of  the state commissioner 
for youths and sports, Emeka 
Okoronkwo, a former Dean 
of  the Law Faculty of  the 
Imo State University, Nnam-
di Obiaraeri, a retired Direc-
tor of  State Security Service, 
Nnaemeka Ngwu and two 
others.

Gunmen had last week 
razed the country homes 
of  the Labour Party House 
of  Assembly candidate for 
Okigwe LGA, Nnaemeka 
Obiaraeri and that of  the 
Director General of  the can-
didate of  the Labour Party 
Okigwe North House of  rep-
resentatives’ election, Okey 
Unam.

The spokesperson for the 
police in the state, Henry 
Okoye, told our correspond-
ent that he had yet to be 
briefed on the latest incidents.

injury to all”.
He insisted that the killing 

was politically motivated, ex-
pressing worry that the days 
of  terror were gradually re-
turning back to Enugu.

His counterpart in Ezeagu, 
Chijioke Eze, said: “We are 
worried that we are not far 
from the days when political 
killings were ravaging Enugu 
State. Witnessing gruesome 
murder again at this time is a 
very painful one”.

Rivers ADC donates 5000 polling 
agents to Obi

A
frican Democratic 
Congress(ADC) in 
Rivers State has do-

nated its 5,000 polling agents 
to the presidential candidate 
of  the Labour Party (LP) Pe-
ter Obi.

Rivers ADC governor-
ship candidate, Chief  Tonte 
Ibaraye, who spoke in Port 
Harcourt on Thursday, said 
the ADC has adopted Obi as 
its presidential candidate.

Ibaraye said: “I believe 
that Peter Obi is the best can-
didate for the job, and I am 
confident that he will serve 
our country well.

 “He has a proven track 

record of  leadership and has 
demonstrated his commit-
ment to improving the lives 
of  everyday Nigerians.

“He has a clear vision for 
the future, and I believe he 
has the skills and experience 
to make that vision a reality.

“I would like to announce 
that I will be giving Mr. Obi 
access to my 5000 polling 
agents to support his cam-
paign effect. I know that 
with their help, Mr. Obi, will 
be able to reach more voters 
and spread his message to 
hope and change across the 
country”.

2023 Presidential elections 
candidates sign ‘Peace Pact’  

T
he presidential candi-
dates of  18 political 
parties signed a pact 

towards a peaceful election 
this Saturday.
  All the candidates con -
verged on the International 
Conference Centre, Abuja on 
Wednesday for the landmark 
occasion.
 Among the presidential 
candidates present were 
Bola Tinubu (APC); Peter 
Obi (LP), Atiku Abubakar 
(PDP), Rabiu Kwankwaso 
(NNPP), and Dan Nwan-
yanwu (ZLP).
 Unlike elections prior to 
2015 when the the National 
Peace Committee came into 
existence, presidential candi-
dates for the the 2023 polls 
were made to sign the Peace 
Accord twice.
  The first one was signed 
in September last year, pri-
or to the commencement 
of  campaigns. That accord 
was signed to oblige the can-
didates to a peaceful Cam-
paign.
   This signing is the second at 
last to be signed by the can-
didates and is to enlist their 
commitment to a peaceful 
conduct of  the 2023 presi-
dential election.
   President Muhammadu 
Buhari, in his address, reit-
erated his commitment to al-
lowing the rule of  law to take 
its course.
   The President called on 

those saddled with the re-
sponsibility of  conducting 
the election to allow the elec-
torate to chose who governs 
them.
   He also appealed to the can-
didates to accept the outcome 
of  the election, and seek legal 
redress if  dissatisfied.
  Some of  the peace com -
mittee members present in-
cluded General Abdulsalami 
Abubakar, Bishop Matthew 
Kukah, and Sultan of  Soko-
to, Alhaji Saad Abubakar III.
Other attendees were the 
Inspector General of  Police 
(IGP) Usman Alkali Baba, 
and former president of 
South Africa, Thabo Mbeki, 
who leads the Common-
wealth Election Observer 
Group to Nigeria.
  The Independent Nation -
al Electoral Commission 
(INEC) restated its commit-
ment to conducting the elec-
tions as scheduled.
   The INEC Chairman, Prof 
Mahmood Yakubu, also as-
sured Nigerians of  a trans-
parent exercise.
    The IGP, in his remarks, de-
cried the lack of  compliance 
with the spirit of  the Sep-
tember peace accord, which 
committed the candidates to 
issue based Campaign.
  Baba appealed to political 
parties to rein in their sup-
porters to ensure that the 
election is peaceful.
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nternational Mother Language Day was first Iannounced by the General Conference of the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in November 
1999 but it was formally recognised by the UN 
General Assembly in its resolution of 2002.

International Mother Language Day is 
observed globally on February 21 each year to 
promote linguistic and cultural diversity and 
multilingualism. According to the United 
Nations, the day recognises that “languages and 
multilingualism can advance inclusion and the 
Sustainable Development Goals' focus on 
leaving no one behind".

The day is annually used to re-awaken 
people's consciousness, especially the African 
continent due to its multi-language diversity, to 
look inward and promote their mother-tongue to 
strengthen individual identity, culture, belief 
and the possibility of  relating with their 
environment in a world that is increasingly 
becoming a global village. 

The 2023 celebration which falls on Tuesday 
as championed by its affiliate agency, the United 
Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) has discovered that 
the learning outcomes have shown that only one 
pupil out of the five masters the basics of 
reading, writing and mathematics after the 
completion of primary education. 

The international day celebration serves a 
timely warning to safeguard indigenous 
languages from extinction, as available data 
confirms that at least forty percent of world 
languages are endangered due to lack of 
speakers. To combat the incident, UNESCO has 
rolled out a ten year action plan (2022-2032) to 
project attention to the imminent loss of many 
indigenous languages which affects global 
learning of school children from their early 
childhood, and recommended that multilingual 
education be built as a school based curriculum. 

This approach no doubt would solve the 
perennial problems encounter during translation 
among different indigenous language users in 
their contact with different indigenous 
languages which subconsciously create the 
tendency of one language interfering with others 
in conversation, writing and translation. Only 
language learners are quick to observe this 
deficiency among indigenous language users. 

It is not accidental that many adults missed 
the opportunity to acquire indigenous languages 
during their childhood, and the fault is neither 
may not be personal, but a combined effects of 
globalization, inordinate preference for 
language of  a majority speakers and the 
influence of the political class are some of the 
cases that endangered indigenous languages of 
minority speakers who ought to raise their level 
of language use above the hook, line and sinker 
to preserve posterity.           

In Nigeria, translation is a common activity 
among the citizens because of the multiplicity of 
the environment and the need to promote shared 
understand among one another is constantly 
required to attain a common goal beneficial to 
everyone in all communities and to maintain 
peaceful and secure communities across a state 
or nation. Hence, the importance of a people's 
world view is a learning process that is gradually 
acquired by the learners of multi-language 

education to understand the imperative of usage 
across communities.  Below are some examples.

The concept of “endangered language” to 
the Englishman given his worldview sees a 
situation of a possible loss, death or language 
disappearance.    What a Yoruba person sees 
from his worldview compresses the various 
synonyms together by just one word “death” of a 
language and this guides his usage. Going 
further, the Ogu speaker (fondly mispronounced 
as Egun) due to his worldview in the mastery of 
usage of the older generation only sees the last 
part of the three synonyms, “disappear” and 
express this belief as heard from thorough bred 
speakers to guide  appropriate usage without any 
form of interference from other language(s) in 
contact.    

Further popular belief in Yoruba land held 
about death reveals that, only the man or woman 
who is survived by a biological child/ren truly 
attained a parenthood (Eni omo sin, lo bi 'mo.) 
Whereas, the belief  of  the Ogu speaking 
community has a different way of expressing the 
same meaning. This community as seen in its 
culture believes that a biological child/ren are 
more promising on the burial day of their 
deceased parents (Thoyigbe, 'vi noyon te).

Early exposure to linguistic and culture 
diversity and multilingual education are 
necessary to curb errors of translation between 
two or more languages in contact  and so, the 
2023 international mother language day is 
calling for a more determined effort by different 
stakeholders to increase the knowledge of 
indigenous speakers in the use of either Awori, 
Ogu, Egba, Oyo, Ife, Anago, Ijebu, Ijesha, Ekiti, 
Igbo, Efik, Ibibio, Fulani, Hausa, Kanuri, egede, 
Ebira, Igala, Tiv and whole lots of others.   

The Government has made frantic efforts to 
achieve balancing between indigenous languages 
and other languages of international prestige in 
the curriculum of its public schools to ensure 
that every student learn at least one indigenous 
language of his or her choice to forestall a 
situation where children are completely alien to 
their environment as they grow up. 

Therefore, children with opportunity of 
multi-language education will be more exposed 
to understand the importance of  cultural 
element that makes meaning contextual as a 
guide for translating the proper usage when 
interpreting an indigenous language by being at 
home from the standpoint of a particular culture. 

The likelihood of  many indigenous 
languages losing a sizable number of lexicon as 
observed with one indigenous language is visible 
to warrant unnecessary borrowing by users of 
minority language to always make transfer from 
their closest neighbour in the use of their mother 
tongue.  

We urge parents, community groups, 
traditional rulers NGOs, religious organizations 
and governments should heed the alarm of 
UNESCO in preserving the linguistic diversity 
as an essential cultural element for solving the 
current global learning crisis. UNESCO urges 
governments to embrace multilingual education 
based on the mother tongue from the early years 
of schooling is affirmative in its conviction, “we 
know it works-there is empirical evidence to 
prove it helps children to learn.”
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2023 Mother Language Day:
Promoting awareness and
importance



News Echo                                                 Page 5

Opinion

h e  a l l - i m p o r t a n t Tpresidential election is 
just four days away, 

a n d  i t  p r o m i s e s  t o  b e 
earthshaking. It will likely 
determine if  Nigerians will 
continue the rollercoaster of  
denial of  voters' choices, 
d i s r u p t i o n  o f  t h e  y e t 
unfolding democratic values 
and structures, continued 
poverty; and dismal economic 
development.

German Chancellor, Olaf  
Scholz, thinks Nigeria will 
l i k e ly  b e c o m e  a  m a j o r 
superpower by the mid-21st 
century. This next election 
will significantly advance or 
delay the actualisation of  this 
profound prediction.

If  Nigerians do not vote 
wisely, if  they mess up with 
their ballot paper, and do not 
wait to ensure that the votes 
are counted, verified and 
(electronically) transmitted 
via the BVAS device to the 
collation centres, their efforts 
would have been in vain.

S o  t h e  b i l l i o n s  t h e 
I n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i o n a l 
E l e c t o r a l  C o m m i s s i o n , 
political parties and Nigerians 
would have spent on election 
logistics would amount to an 
absolute waste of  priceless 
resources.

Do not waste your vote, 
guard your Permanent Voter 
Card and your vote, and do 
not engage in any violent acts 
near the polling units. Stay 
calm and insist that other 
voters and the polling officers 
comply with the rules of  the 
game.

If  you engage in thuggery 
or any other type of  violence 
near the polling unit on 
election day, you will play into 
the hands of  the enemies, who 
prof i t  f rom the  cur rent 
confusion.

Broadcast journalist and a 
d e a r  f r i e n d ,  J u m o k e 
Alawode-James, suggested 
that  you could  counter 
electoral violence with the 
FlagIT app promoted by a 
n o n - g o v e r n m e n t 
organisation, the Akin Fadeyi 
Foundation.

Alawode-James says, 
with the FlagIT app on your 
p h o n e,  yo u  c a n  r e p o r t 
electoral violence and other 
malpract ices  during the 
elections in real-time, and 
thus compel some healthy 
dose of  decency during the 
coming elections.

She hopes that INEC, 

midwi fe  o f  the  c r uc ia l 
elections, would collaborate 
with the promoters of  FlagIT 
app so that everyone at the 
polling units, knowing that 
their actions can be recorded 
and reported, will comport 
themselves.

In case you'd like to know, 
FlagIT app can also help you 
report bribery and corruption 
acts by law enforcement 
officers; human trafficking, 
gender-based violence and 
sexual abuse; as well as 
election malpractices.

With this app, that is 
worth celebrating, both the 
(usually ignored) Nigerian 
mass media and journalists 
and the oppressed citizens of  
N i g e r i a  c a n  h o l d  t h e 
government, its agencies and 
agents accountable.

Samson Itodo's Youth 
Init iat ive for Advocacy, 
Growth and Advancement 
has the following tips for 
voters and observers on 
election day: Go early to the 
polling unit, to enable you 
observe every action, like 
verifying ballot papers and 
result sheets and ascertaining 
that the BVAS has zero figures 
before voting commences.

After voting, wait to 
ensure that ballot papers are 
counted and recorded on 
appropriate forms, be sure 
tha t  vo t ing  f i g u r e s  a r e 
u p l o a d e d  u n t o  I N E C ' s 
Elections Results Viewing 
Portal with the BVAS device. 
If  network fails, follow the 
INEC officials to wherever 
they will get network to 
u p l o a d  t h e  r e s u l t s 
electronically.

Finally, insist that the 
INEC officials should post the 
voting results at the polling 
unit, and go with them to the 
ward election results collation 
centres to ensure there are no 
“mago mago,” or collation 
manipulations.

On its part, INEC has 
promised to introduce a 
Results Viewing Portal that 
will enable voters view polling 
results real-time at the end of  
voting on election day; curb 
m i s i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m 
misch ievous  f ake  news 
portals; and enhance voting 
transparency.

In addition to ensuring 
that the “hygiene” aspects of  
the elections are upheld, 
citizens must intelligently cast 
their votes in this election. 
Anyone who allows himself  

to be swayed by vote buying or 
other wayward means to cast 
his vote must be an enemy of  
this country.

A s  A l a w o d e - J a m e s 
further counsels, voters must 
carefully place their thumb in 
the appropriate box against 
the name(s) or the logo and 
name of  the party of  their 
candidate, fold properly and 
ensure that the ink does not 
smear into the box of  another 
political party. If  it does, that 
invalidates the vote.

But, to the meat of  this 
discourse: Nigerians, who 
occupy the highest office of  
citizens of  this country, have 
an obligation to themselves 
and to their posterity, to vote 
the best candidates to run the 
executive branch and the 
legislative arm of  Nigeria's 
Federal Government from 
May 29, 2023.

T h e  1 9 9 9  N i g e r i a n 
Constitution, almost a carbon 
copy of  the military-inspired 
1979 Constitution, confers 
immense political, military 
and patronage powers on the 
President, who is a military 
President in borrowed civilian 
garb.

When President Umaru 
Yar'Adua was completely 
incapacitated, and it was 
imperative to invoke Section 
144(1, a) of  the Constitution, 
so that “two-thirds majority 
o f  a l l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e 
Executive Council of  the 
Federation (or the Cabinet)” 
could call for a medical 
examination of  the President, 
they were feigning ignorance.

It took the uncommon 
c o u r a g e  o f  P r o f  D o r a 
A k u n y i l i ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  
Information and Culture, 
before the needful could be 
done. Even then, it took a 
doctrine of  necessity before 
Vice President Goodluck 
Jonathan could be elevated to 
A c t i n g  P r e s i d e n t ,  a n d 
inaugurated substant ive 
President.

Because the Nigerian 
P r e s i d e n t  h a s  s o  mu c h 
patronage to dispense, many 
people grovel before him, 
lying and generally making 
fools of  themselves, when 
they should be demanding 
good governance from him.

Though Section 22 of  the 
Constitution requires the 
m e d i a  t o  “ u p h o l d  t h e 
fundamenta l  ob j ec t ive s 
contained in (the social justice 
provisions of  Chapter II) of  

the Constitution and uphold 
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d 
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e 
Government to the people,” 
the Section 6(6, c) ouster 
clause denies the courts the 
authority to entertain them.

Section 308 provides that 
n o  s i t t i n g  P r e s i d e n t , 
Governor and their deputies 
c a n  b e  p r o s e c u t e d , 
imprisoned or compelled to 
appear in court on civil or 
criminal matters. So, ab initio, 
the President of  Nigeria, 
invested with so much power, 
i s  n o t  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e 
responsible.

He has immunity from 
prosecution in his personal 
capacity for any wrong acts of  
omission or commission that 
he may commit whilst he is in 
office. In other words, the 
N i g e r i a n  P r e s i d e n t  i s 
infallible and can do no wrong 
whilst in office.

Even that segment of  his 
Oath of  Office, wherein he 
p r o m i s e s  t h a t ,  “ I  w i l l 
discharge my duties to the best 
of  my ability, faithfully and in 
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e 
Constitution of  the Federal 
Republic of  Nigeria and the 
law…” is, at best, a moral 
obligation.

If  the next President 
chooses to be as irresponsible 
and insensitive as the current 
gover nment,  led by the 
President, Major General 
Muhammadu Buhari (retd), 
and the citizens are made to 
face scarcity of  petrol and 
cash  s imul taneous ly  as 
obtains  at  the moment, 
Nigerians may just be in for 
another round of  sufferings if  
they choose wrongly again.

Nigerians do not need 
another nightmare of  the 
proportion of  a government 
that always appears to be 
a b s e n t m i n d e d .  W h a t 
Nigerians need is a President, 
assisted by an ideologically 
c o m m i t t e d  N a t i o n a l 
A s s e m b l y,  t o  d e l i v e r 
d e m o c r a t i c  va l u e s  a n d 
economic prosperity.

If  it is true that a people 
get the government they 
deserve, Nigerians had better 
be  more  in t en t iona l  in 
choosing the next set of  public 
officers. With this coming 
election, Nigerians must 
think, avoid violence, vote 
wisely and take their country 
back. This Hobbesian state of  
affairs must end soon.
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he much anticipated T2023 presidential 
e l e c t i o n s  a r e 

happening this Saturday. 
W i t h  s u c h  i n t e n s e 
campaigns, funny memes 
and fights online and offline, 
we have come to the end of  a 
tumultuous journey.

M a n y  p e o p l e  h ave 
asked what they can wear or 
rather not wear for elections 
and we are here to give you 
all the details. 

1. Branded baseball 
caps 

It's probably going to be 
quite sunny, let's face it, it's 
Nigeria, but that doesn't 
mean you should wear a 
baseball cap with any party 
logo, even if  it's the party 
you think would win, don't 

nother installment of  

Afive outfits for five 
days of  work to keep 

our working-class ladies 
inspired on how to look 
trendy at work.

Do you want to look like 
an absolute boss lady like 
Mercy Eke? Mercy is a 
B B N a i j a  w i n n e r  a n d 
entrepreneur and she is 
known for always showing up 

occasions. 
4. Slippers 
Don't think because we 

said you can't wear heels, 
the next thing you wear are 
slippers, slippers get dusty 
and hardly stay on your legs 
- in case you need to run, the 
best thing to wear is running 
shoes. 

5. Expensive jewellery 
Drop your Rolex and 

diamonds at home, a lot of  
people will come to the 
voting centre and you don't 
want to attract the attention 
of  miscreants and thugs. 

So, what should you 
w e a r ?  C o m f o r t a b l e , 
breathable plain outfits, like 
leggings or sweatpants. A 
plain shirt, face cap, hat, 
sunglasses and running 
shoes. 

A white pants suit is 
always a good option and hers 
is one of  the best white suits 
we've seen. Love the hem and 
the bow on the jacket. Plus, 
what says boss lady more 
than a Hermes bag? 

Wednesday 
Plaid is always so preppy 

and expensive, and we loved 
how Mercy looked, simply 
delightful. 

Thursday 
This red gown is certainly 

one we loved. This is how to 
slay at the office, the bow 
thing is perfect and peep the 
nude stilettos. 

Friday 
End Friday looking flirty 

and fun in this gown with 
pleats at the arms and hems; 
i t ' s  so  chic,  c lassy and 
fashionable. 

do it. 
2. Branded shirts 
Election Day is not the 

day to show solidarity or 
campaign, do not wear a 
shirt with ANY party's logo. 
You should have been 
wearing these outfits before 
Election Day. Now, the day 
has come, wear the plainest 
shirt you have. 

3. Heels or dress shoes 
Yes, we advocate always 

looking your best but not on 
Election Day, you don't 
know how long you might 
have to queue before you 
vote and what if  you need to 
run. 

The male counterpart 
of  this is the dress shoes; 
keep all your fancy shoes for 
c h u r c h  a n d  s p e c i a l 

looking her very best. 
T h i s  w e e k ,  w e  a r e 

learning how to slay like 
Mercy. 

Monday 
S t a r t  yo u r  M o n d ay 

looking like the queen of  
E n g l a n d  i n  a  g o l d -
embellished black jacket, 
black skirt and a classic bob 
wig. 

Tuesday 
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5 outfits for 5 days of work inspired by Mercy Eke



 

ame definitely has its Fperks and it is no news 
that celebrities with 

the highest followers on 
social media platforms, such 
as Instagram, are able to reap 
the most rewards from their 
popularity. 

The question of  who the 
most followed celebrities on 
Instagram are is one that is 
frequently asked by fans 
across the country. This is not 
surprising, as a high number 
of  followers on the platform 
are often synonymous with 
greater influence, fame, and 
income. 

This article brings you 
the latest and most up-to-date 
information on Nigeria's top 
five most followed celebrities: 

1) Davido 
First on the list is Davido, 

with a whopping 26.3 million 
followers. Also known as 
David Adeleke, he is a singer, 
songwri ter,  and record 
producer. Davido rose to 
fame in 2012 after releasing 
his single 'Dami Duro' which 
was widely sung at the time. 

Davido has captured the 
hearts of  his audiences with 
his generosity and taken the 
world by storm musically. He 
is a well-beloved icon in 
Nigeria, with die-hard fans 
that are ready to take on an 
argument at any time in 
support of  him. 

He has won numerous 
awards for his music and is 
considered one of  the biggest 
names in the Nigerian music 
industry. 

2) Yemi Alade 
Next on the list is none 

other than the powerhouse 
vo c a l i s t ,  Ye m i  A l a d e. 
Dubbed Mama Africa, she 
stands tall as the sole female 
Nigerian celebrity with the 
highest number of  Instagram 

igerian artist, Peter 

NOkoye has shared 
t h a t ,  i f  t h e 

circumstances had been 
different, he would have 
voted for Vice President Yemi 
Osinbajo rather than an Igbo 
man.

Okoye has stated that he 
w o u l d  r a t h e r  s u p p o r t 
Osinbajo over an Igbo man 
like Orji Uzor Kalu, the 
Senate's chief  whip and the 

n the latest installment of  Ithe Billboard Hot 100, 
Nigerian superstar Rema 

continues his ascension as his 
hit single 'Calm Down' reaches 
a new peak.

Chart Week February 
23rd, 2023: In this week's 
Billboard Hot 100, Rema's 
'Calm Down' remix featuring 
Selena Gomez reaches a new 
peak as it enters at NO. 25, 
two places up from its NO. 27 
position last week.

'Calm Down' enters its 
27th week on the chart while 
also becoming the second 
highest charting Afrobeats 
song after Wizkid's 'Essence' 
which peaked at NO. 9 
following the huge success of  
the Justin Bieber remix. 

Te m s  c o n t i nu e s  t o 
appear on the chart courtesy 

of  Future's 'Wait For U' which 
retains its NO. 36 spot while 
extending its run on the chart 
to 39 weeks. 

US Afrobeats Songs 
Chart: The top 10 of  the 
Afrobeats chart saw little 
changes this week. 

Rema's 'Calm Down' 
remix extends its stay at NO. 1 
to 25 weeks as it enters its 
48th week on the chart. 

Burna Boy's 'Last Last' 
drops to NO. 6, CKay's 'Love 
Nwantiti' moves up to NO. 7, 
while 'Alone' drops to NO. 8. 
Fireboy's 'Peru' and Oxlade's 
'Kulosa' retains the 9th and 
10th spot respectively. 

For debuts this week, 
Ayra Starr's 'Sability' debuts 
at NO. 14, Spyro's 'Who's Your 
Guy' debuts at NO. 27, and 
Pheelz's 'Pheelz Like Summer' 
debuts at NO. 44. 

APC's senatorial candidate 
for Abia North. 

He said this on Tuesday 
via his social media account 
after saying he was not 
backing the Labour Party's 
p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e 
because he is Igbo. 

" I f  you  th ink  I  am 
supporting PETER OBI 
because he is  Igbo, try 
replacing him with Yemi 
Osibanjo against Orji Uzo 
Kalu and see if  myself  and 
Igbos won't massively vote 
for Yemi Osibanjo," he wrote. 

This comes after the 
m u s i c i a n  q u e s t i o n e d 
Osinbajo's position on the 
recent currency scarcity, 
which led to some irate APC 
governors suing the federal 
government led by President 
Muhammadu Buhari. "In all 
of  these, where does the vice 
president of  the Federal 
R e p u b l i c ,  P r o f .  Ye m i 
Osinbajo stand?" He wrote. 

He continued to bemoan 

the difficulties that the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria's 
(CBN) policy on the redesign 
of  the naira has caused for the 
populace, but he noted that 
the strategy will stop the APC 
from purchasing votes in the 
general elections. 

In his words, "Dear APC 
Governors, We the Nigerian 
people are not complaining 
about the policy. As a matter 
of  fact we are so used to the 
hardship APC has brought 
upon us. We actually stand 
with Buhari and Emefiele on 
this one. We still have N50, 
N100 and N200 Note in 
circulations! Desperados." 

O k o y e  h a s  o p e n l y 
endorsed Peter Obi, the 
Labour Party's presidential 
candidate, and has never 
been afraid to express his 
views. 

t seems the housemates Iare changing their ways 
and becoming more in 

tune with the rules of  Big 
Brother.

Biggie has in the past 
called out housemates for 
breaking the house rules to 
the point where they lost their 
wager. 

From all indications, the 
housemates are determined 
t o  w i n  t o d a y ' s  w a g e r 
presentation, and Yelisa has 
been putting pressure on 
them and reprimanding them 
for not doing their jobs since 
they were named the new 
Heads of  House. 

Last week, they lost their 
V a l e n t i n e - t h e m e d 
presentation due to a lack of  
a d h e r e n c e  t o  B i g g i e ' s 
instructions. 

The housemates raised 
the bar on cleaning after their 
morning workout for the first 
t ime.  Before  del iver ing 
directions for the day's 

chores,  Nel i sa  s t ro l l ed 
around the house to make 
sure that everyone had made 
their beds. 

Ye m i ,  E b u b u ,  a n d 
Blaqboi cleaned the carpets 
on their own, and Khosi went 
above and beyond by helping 
her guy Yemi sweep the entire 

house. 
Blue took the initiative to 

clean the couches in the 
garden area, and Miracle OP 
and Justin collaborated in the 
kitchen to prepare meals for 
the housemates. 

Trust that there will be a 
few black sheep 

The cleaning wasn't done 
by all of  the roommates; 
Yvonne, Juicy Jay, Ipeleng, 
Olivia,  and Nana s lept 
through breakfast and the 
morning while Thabang and 
Tsatsii talked about their 
possible relationship outside 
of  the house. 

is a Nigerian singer and 
songwriter, who has made a 
major impact on the African 
music scene. With her unique 
voice and outstanding stage 
presence, she has become a 
fan favorite and a role model 
for aspiring musicians. 

She has collaborated 
with so many successful 
music artists and has bagged 
numerous awards. With over 
16 million followers on 
Instagram, Tiwa Savage 
c o n t i nu e s  t o  c a p t iva t e 
audiences with her music, 
enviable style, and likable 
personality. 

5) Funke Akindele 
Funke Akindele makes 

the list as the only non-
musician celebrity. She is an 
accomplished actress in the 
entertainment industry. She 
is popularly known for her 
role in the all-time iconic TV 
series 'Jenifa's Diary.' 

Akindele has made her 
m a r k  a s  a  f i l m m a k e r, 
director,  and producer, 
having produced and starred 
in several successful films like 
'Omo Ghetto: The Saga', 
'Battle on Buka Street', and 
'Chief  Daddy'. 

She has been nominated 
numerous times for the 
AMVC Awards and has 
taken home multiple awards. 
The filmmaker has now 
shifted her focus to politics, 
where  she  i s  cur rent ly 
r unning as the Peoples 
Democratic Party (Nigeria) 
d e p u t y  g o v e r n o r s h i p 
candidate in the upcoming 
2023 elections. 

With her natural acting 
s k i l l s  a n d  h u m o r o u s 
personal i ty,  Funke has 
become a beloved figure in 
Nigeria. It's no wonder she 
has amassed over 15 million 
followers on Instagram. 

followers. 
With her exceptional 

talent in Afro-Pop music, 
Alade has not only gained 
recognition within Nigeria 
b u t  a l s o  h a s  a  s o l i d 
international reputation. Her 
contribution to the music 
industry was showcased on a 
global scale as she was one of  
the musicians featured in 
Beyonce's 'Lion King' album. 

Alade boasts a staggering 
17.3 mil l ion Instagram 
followers. 

3) Wizkid 
The list of  top Nigerian 

celebrities on Instagram 
would not  be complete 
without mentioning the 
legendary Starboy. Wizkid, 
a lso known as  Ayodej i 
B a l o g u n ,  i s  a  s i n g e r , 
s o n g w r i t e r,  a n d  mu s i c 
p r o d u c e r  w h o  h a s 
undoubtedly become a global 
phenomenon in the music 
industry. 

He is one of  Nigeria's 
biggest music artists and has 
r e c e ive d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
recognition for his work. 

He has collaborated with 
wor ld - renowned  mus ic 
artists like Drake, Damian 
Marley, Chris Brown, and 
Beyoncé, and has been a 
driving force behind the 
success of  many rising artists 
l ike  Tems,  who gained 
international recognition 
after featuring in Wizkid's hit 
song 'Essence'. 

With a string of  Grammy 
nominations and two wins to 
his name, Wizkid continues 
to push boundaries and 
captivate audiences with his 
unique sound. As of  now, the 
icon has a massive following 
of  16.4 million on Instagram. 

4) Tiwa Savage 
Tiwa Savage, also known 

as the "Queen of  Afrobeats," 
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etting closure is part 

Gof  the process of  
moving on. After a 

breakup, the first attempt to 
deal with the emotional pain 
is to turn off  the pain and get 
back to normal.

H ow  d o  p e o p l e  ge t 
closure? 

Depending on the person 
and the relationship, people 
find different ways to try to 
move on. However, closure is 
unlikely to be clean. 

Ta l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e 
breakup 

Some people seek to find 
the  reason  beh ind  the 
breakup or what went wrong 
through talking. Reflecting 
back on the relationship and 
why it ended can offer some 
relief  and open doors for 
reconciliation or friendship. 

ot looking for love 

Nbut just sex? Here is 
a guide to never 

catching feelings.
A fuck buddy or casual 

relationship is all about sex. 
Both parties know that they 
are in it for solely mind-
blowing intercourse. 

I f  a f t e r  n u m e r o u s 
breakups, you are done with 
love and just looking to get 
down without any strings 
attached, then you need this 
guideline or else you will be 
catching feelings before you 
know it. 

1. Always establish that 
you are ONLY interested in 
sex 

From the ver y f i rs t 

ere are some non-Hconvent ional  but 
super fun places to go 

on a romantic first date.
When it comes to dating 

or going out on first dates, the 
most popular place that 
comes to mind is sitting down 
in a restaurant eating - but 
t h a t  i s  p r e t t y  b o r i n g , 
especially for a first date.

Restaurant dates force 
p e o p l e  t o  e n g a g e  i n 
conversation they might not 
be ready for. It also shows 

Having sex 
For some people, having 

that last intimate moment is 
a way to get closure for their 
feelings. Perhaps even a way 
t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e ' s  s t i l l 
something to salvage. 

Friendship 
Staying friends with an 

ex is also a closure tactic. 
Instead of  dealing with the 
finality of  the breakup, 
forging a friendship can offer 
a soft ending. 

Why we want closure 
The state of  getting 

closure is a mythical one in 
which we hope to be healed 
of  emotional pain. 

This concept of  closure 
e vo l ve d  f r o m  G e s t a l t 
psychology. According to 
one of  Gestalt's principles, 
the mind seeks closure in 

conversation you have with 
them, let  i t  begin with 
something mildly sexual but 
appropriate. Lay your cards 
on the table, and let them 
know what you are interested 
in just their body, not their 
mind or a friendship. 

2 .  D o  n o t  s p e n d 
countless hours on the 
phone with them 

Note that a fuck buddy 
and friends with benefits are 
not the same things. A fuck 
buddy is not your friend. 

Do not attempt to get to 
know them as a person or fill 
the loneliness in your life 
with your fuck buddy by 
c a l l i n g  a n d  t e x t i n g 
constantly. Limit the texts to 

how nervous people are 
which means they can just 
blurt some inappropriate 
things or act jittery. 

1. Poetry reading events 
Poetry reading events 

are usually intimate and 
romantic. Plus, the mention 
of  love and romance can get 
you both in the mood. You 
don't want to go to a slam 
poetry event that's about 
politics or women's rights, it 
might get heated just stick to 
romance. 

2. Live theatre 
Live theatre shows are so 

rich and cultural; they are 
remarkably different from a 
prerecorded movie at  a 
cinema. 

Theatrical performances 
are usually so fun. Many 
u n i v e r s i t y  t h e a t r e  a r t 
departments have a lot of  live 
performances. You can also 
catch some in Muson centre 
if  you live in Lagos. 

3. Bowling alley 
B r i n g  o u t  y o u r 

c o m p e t i t i ve  n a t u r e  b y 
l e a r n i n g  h ow  t o  b ow l . 

Bowling alleys are such great 
fun and an amazing way to 
bond with a first date without 
any pressure. 

4. Mini golf  course 
It doesn't matter that you 

don't know how to golf: a 
mini-golf  course is perfect for 
recreation and enjoyment 
because any sporting activity 
at all relaxes you and makes 
you happy.  I t ' s  a lso an 
excellent way to get to know 
your date. 

5. Watch a live match 
If  you live in a city where 

they play a lot of  sports, going 
to the stadium together is a 
fun way to enjoy each other's 
company. The excitement, 
the disappointment and all 
the emotions in between is an 
excellent bonding experience. 

everything.  Even when 
p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  a n 
incomplete circle, the mind 
perceives it as a full circle. 

With time, the principle 
crossed over into processing 
experiences. Gestalt believed 
that if  someone suffered 
unresolved trauma, whether, 
from a breakup or death, the 
mind was unable to move on 
until that issue is resolved or 
"closed". 

Then began therapeutic 
techniques like "the empty 
chair" where participants 
would imagine the source of  
their unresolved issue sitting 
in the chair and talking to 
them. In the short term, the 
m e t h o d  o f f e r e d  s o m e 
emotional release. However, 
participants were not freed 
from long-term suffering. 

only times you want to hook 
up with them. 

3. Do not sleep over at 
their place for more than 
one night in a row 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
manual, once it is morning, 
go to your house or better still 
never sleep over. Do not 
spend two nights in a row at 
their place. Do not start some 
sort of  cohabitation. Before 
you know it, she is wearing 
your shirt, giving you facials 
and you are acting like a 
couple. 

4. Do not cuddle all 
through the night 

If  you want to never 
catch feelings, do not cuddle, 
strip the relationship to the 
bare essentials, coitus, sex, 
intercourse - cuddling is 

Despite not being an 
effective technique, Gestalt 
has  thr ived in  moder n 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w h e r e 
emotional pain is involved. 

How closure prolongs 
emotional pain/suffering 

Through searching for 
permanent  c losure,  we 
distract ourselves from the 
emotional pain. Seeking 
closure protects us from 
process ing  and fee l ing 
diff icult  experiences in 
healthy ways. 

We want happy endings 
Seeking closure is one 

way of  getting our happy 
e n d i n g  d e s p i t e  t h e 
heartbreak. It is an attempt 
to magically heal and walk 
away from relationships will 
that happy ending we desire. 

" We ' r e  a  f e e l - g o o d 

reserved for someone you 
c r av e  a f f e c t i o n  f r o m , 
someone you want to love or 
you love. 

5. Do not ever talk 
about hurt feelings 

Once you hear things 
like, “I don't like what you said” 
know that the end of  your 
fuck buddy relationship is 
over. In this arrangement, 
feelings don't matter, only 
sex. Plus, the more a person's 
actions hurt, the more you 
care about them. 

r a l  s e x  c a n  b e 

Opleasurable and fun, 
but the risks of  getting 

sexually transmitted diseases 
are not misplaced.

Oral sex is a form of  
sexual activity, which involves 
the arousal of  one's genitalia 
by his/her partner using the 
mouth ( tongue,  l ips and 
throat).

Oral sex can spice up 
your life and can also make 
your partner reach orgasm. 
It is done before intercourse 
and during foreplay for 
sexual arousal. 

So here we try to find 

out some sexual health risks 
of  engaging in oral sex and 
remedies: 

Syphilis
Syphilis is a chronic 

bacterial disease that can 
transmit through direct 
contact with an infected 
person during vaginal, anal, 
or oral sex. It can pass on 
from one person to another 
if  the infected partner has 
sores on their penis, vagina, 
anus, rectum, on their lips or 
mouth. 

A c q u i r e d 
i m m u n o d e f i c i e n c y 
syndrome (AIDS)

Caused by the human 
immunodeficiency virus 
(HIV), AIDS attacks the 
infected person's immune 
system aggressively and can 
have deadly consequences. 
Symptoms include fever, 
fatigue, recurrent infections 
and rapid weight loss. HIV 
can transmit through oral 
sex if  there's an open wound 
in the mouth or the genital 
area of  an infected person. 

Herpes
Her pes  can  spread 

t h r o u g h  s k i n - t o - s k i n 
contact, caused by the 
herpes simplex virus. It can 
transmit to your genital area 
through oral sex if  the 

infected partner has a cold 
sore around the mouth (oral 
herpes). Herpes can lead to 
sores, itching, and pain in 
the affected area. 

Human papillomavirus 
(HPV)

HPV is a common virus 
that can affect both men and 
women. It usually spreads 
through skin-to-skin contact 
and can affect the mouth, 
throat, and genital area. 
HPV infection can lead to 
the development of  stem-
like protrusions or warts on 
the affected area. 

How to ensure safer 
oral sex 

The  mos t  common 
mistake people make during 
o r a l  s ex  i s  n o t  u s i n g 
protection while doing it. 
For safer oral sex, use a 
condom to cover the penis. 

Dental dams can be 
used to cover the vulva, 
vagina or anus.

A n o t h e r  c o m m o n 
mistake is having multiple 
sexual partners as more 
people means more chances 
that someone may be having 
an STI.

It is also important to be 
aware of  whether or not 
your partner is infected 
before having oral sex with 
them. Do not hesitate in 
asking them to get tested.

society. We like clean-cut 
things. We want to believe 
there's an end to pain. In 
reality, it's not that the pain 
ends, but it changes over 
time." Davis Bush, author of  
"Hope and Healing for 
Transcending Loss." told 
D a v e  R o o s  f r o m 
HowStuffWorks. 

We avoid bad breakups 
Even if  a relationship 

was not working, we seek to 
understand the breakup 
more than what led to it. 
Relationship problems are 
b e s t  s o l v e d  i n  t h e 
relationship. Seeking to 
solve them or understand 
them after a breakup can be a 
way of  avoiding emotional 
pain. 

"I do think that closure is 
more relevant when you 
h a v e  t h e  e n d  o f  a 
relationship. There really are 
elements of  closure, whether 
it's signing the divorce papers 
o r  m ov i n g  o u t  o f  t h e 
apartment you shared," 
Bush added. 

Progress over closure 
It is hard to close the door 

on breakups. The best way is 
to learn to live with the loss, 
and heal and grow from it. 

"I also call it 'living with 
the love, really allowing the 
memories of  that person to 
fortify you. Recognizing that 
you're a different person 
because you loved them, that 
they're still with you in 
certain essential ways, and 

not being afraid to honor that 
relationship," Bush said. 

Rather than becoming 
emotionally dead after the 
relationship, accepting your 
f ee l ings  can  kee p  you 
emotionally alive. 

H o n o u r i n g  t h e 
relationship and getting 
wisdom from it. There's 
going  to  be  emot ional 
baggage after a relationship, 
but how you deal with a 
breakup determines how 
much baggage you will walk 
away with. 

How to move on 
Research has shown that 

releasing emotional baggage 
through writing about a 
breakup is very effective in 
moving on. 

100 participants were 
asked to write positive 
aspects of  a recent breakup 
for 30 minutes a day for three 
days. After the exercise, the 
group reported low negative 
emotions and an increase in 
positive experiences like 
con f idence,  op t imism, 
comfort, wisdom, gratitude, 
and empowerment. 

Takeaway 
Seeking closure is not 

bad. It is a means of  trying to 
cope with a bad experience. 
However, breakups are not 
all bad. Through associating 
with the positive aspects and 
processing the experience 
progress can be made. And 
progress is always better than 
closure in the long term. 

How to get the right closure after a breakup 

The fu*k buddy manual: An ultimate guide to
casual relationships 

Fun places to go on a first date
besides restaurants

Infections you can catch through
oral sex, remedies 
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ature is so deep and far Nfrom the fullness of  
h u m a n 

comprehensions. It specializes 
in giving back what is inputted in 
a different form; every input 
bege t s  ou tpu t ,  popu la r ly 
referred to as sowing and 
reaping. It is a clear case of  
ac t ions  and  r eac t ions  o r 
consequences, and the results 
surely spiral back in due course 
of  time. Such outcomes are 
either positive or negative, 
depending on what actions were 
at play. When negativities begin 
to trail actions, they become 
what is often referred to as 
n e m e s i s .  U n f o r t u n a t e ly, 
nemeses are believed to be 
beyond human control when it 
begins to unfold. To this effect, 
one can only hope that actions 
be weighed thoroughly before 
being embarked on.

Indeed, certain actions carry 
very strong, painful and long life 
consequences, much more than 
ever imaginable. In order words, 
t h e  d i m e n s i o n  o f  t h e 
consequential outcomes of  such 
actions are so mind blowing and 
eter nal ly  regret table.  The 
d i m e n s i o n ,  t h a t  i s ,  t h e 
m e a s u r a b l e  e x t e n t  o f  a 
particular kind, such as length, 
breadth, depth, or height often 
seem hidden until the fullness of  
t i m e ,  w i t h  e m e r g i n g 
manifestations. And off  course, 
in reality, such manifestations 
a r e  n e v e r  g r e e t e d  w i t h 
pleasantness. They come about 
as offers or attractive deals 
hastily accepted, but perhaps 
unknowingly, with hidden 
charges that are not easily 
s e e i n g ,  t h o u g h t  o u t  o r 
considered until sealed. In other 
instances, they may result from 
the usual human proclivity of  
being complacent, often in the 
belief  that nothing much would 
matter in the long run.

It seems quite an auspicious 
time now, more than ever before, 
to  reminisce  ac t ions  and 
consequences of  actions as we 
go to the polls to elect those 
upon whom the governance of  
our nation shall be entrusted. As 
a nation, we have been quite 
unlucky with leadership, as 
successive ones always seems 
worse than the one before it. 
Looking back at the massive 
gang up against  the  then 
Good luck  Jona than ,  one 
expected the succeeding regime 
to be heralded by very well 
thought out interventionist 
programs laced with needed 
succour. However, and very 
unfortunately, after nearly eights 
years, it is clear that we went 
from a bad to worse situation. 
While one may not categorically 
describe the president as a 
weakling, it is however uneasy to 
extricate him from been a captor 
in the web of  a cabal controlled 
mechanism. The bottom line of  
the fact of  his undeserved return 
back for a second term lies 

chiefly on two factors, namely; 
the apathy and complacency of  
the citizens towards elections, 
and very painfully, the plethora 
of  election malfeasances, now 
typified by vote buying.

Vote buying have long 
a s s u m e d  a  m o n s t r o u s 
dimension in Nigeria politics, 
that, if  it is not killed, it would 
kill and bury our democracy and 
u l t imate ly  push  us  to  an 
institutionalized kakistocracy. 
As it is now, we are not far from 
being on that lane with political 
parties continuously  being 
entangled with transactional 
politics that keeps paving way 
for the unfit in our lots. Way 
back in history, there used to be 
i n t e n s e  c a m p a i g n s , 
accompanied by inducements 
especially on party members. 
That was a way of  setting them 
o n  t h e  p a t h  o f  e n s u r e d 
participations. However, since 
this fourth republic, there has 
been a new twist whereby votes 
are out rightly bought. This 
happens by either buying the 
voters card off  people or paying 
them cash on election days. As 
absurd as this appears to have 
been, it was even often done in 
the full knowledge and view of  
law enforcement agencies, 
notably the Police. As a matter 
of  fact, there have been clear 
e v i d e n c e s  t h a t  t h e  l a w 
e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s 
themselves are aids to such 
electoral criminality. What a 
shame!!!

A  f o r m e r  R e t u r n i n g 
Electoral Commissioner (REC) 
in AkwaIbom State, Mike Igini 
lamented deeply on the menace 
of  vote buying, saying that it has 
“assumed the level  of  an 
epidemic and it is the greatest 
thing that we need to deal with.” 
The understanding from his 

lamentations gives two very 
deep implications of  vote 
buying. The first implication is 
that, it is going to remove 
performance politics. Normally, 
the opportunity is that when an 
incumbent has performed well, 
in the next election for instance, 
the fellow should be rewarded 
on account of  that performance. 
But because of  vote buying, if  
not dealt with right away, there 
w i l l  b e  n o  p e r f o r m a n c e 
anymore, because all that was 
needed is to keep money to buy 
votes. Secondly, vote buying, if  
n o t  s t o p p e d ,  r e i n f o r c e s 
inequality in the society because 
it would be the case of  only the 
rich and the wealthy winning 
elections. He said, “It will also 
lead to what is called class bias 
politics. There is what is called 
the quality of  voting of  all 
citizens but when you allow vote 
buying to thrive, you are going to 
flood the society with inequality 
of  public franchise.” There are 
no doubts, some huge nemesis 
awa i t s  t h e  p e r p e t r a t o r s , 
especially those who sell their 
votes. They are the Esaus of  the 
l a n d ,  h av i n g  s o l d  t h e i r 
birthrights. As Nigerians, our 
birthright is to enjoy our God's 
given resources, and to resist 
e l e m e n t s  a g a i n s t  s u c h 
enjoyments.

But come to think of  it, why 
would someone sell his or her 
vote?  Some persons  have 
alluded to the fact that it is 
because of  the enticement, 
poverty, greed, or ignorance. 
Any of  the above may pass for 
the reasons. However, whatever 
the reason may be, one could 
only concede to the fact that it 
can only be a matter of  total 
ignorance, because ignorance 
itself  is the basis for the others. 
The vote buying situation brings 

to remembrance, Esau's loss of  
his birthright, patrimony and 
heritage. What manner of  
hunger  cou ld  have  made 
somebody trade his destiny with 
a plate of  porridge? What an 
irony to arrogate destination for 
destiny. Eating porridge to 
satisfy immediate hunger could 
n o t  h a v e  a m o u n t e d  t o 
eradicating future hunger. So, 
why the inability to resist a 
s e e m i n g l y  e n t i c i n g  b u t 
temporarily satisfactory offer in 
lieu of  a long life heritage? Why 
yield to the waiting hands of  
those lurking around and 
awaiting to set you on the 
retrogressive path wherein 
redemption is unassured? When 
Esau threaded this path of  
impatience and foolishness, he 
paid the prize dearly, and though 
he sought redemption, it became 
impossible. This is not the road 
we should allow people get us 
through again.

As a way of  enlightenment, 
a recent calculation of  the real 
cost of  vote selling was done, 
and the result translates to mean 
that beyond ignorance, whoever 
sells vote may have been under 
curse. The highest we have heard 
of  as the cost of  buying a vote 
was ten thousand naira per vote. 
Even if  we raise it by as much as 
500% to become fifty thousand 
naira, what still does it worth to 
the person selling? Work it out to 
discover for yourself, that either 
ways, vote selling is cancer 
worm that has no good outcome 
i n  a n y w a y.  I  c h o o s e  t o 
emphasize on the selling more 
than the buying because there 
would always be desperate 
politicians and agents who 
would always be ready to buy. 
There's no point in time that evil 
would  not  rare  up i t se l f . 
Winning the war against evil 

tendencies  i s  a lways  best 
achieved by reason of  their 
resistance. Vote buying is the 
current electoral evil that needs 
be resisted, and squarely too. 
The vile of  the ignominy of  vote 
buying is so much that a popular 
pastor recently pronounced 
curses on all who would get 
involved.

Reminiscences of  Esau's 
debacle makes it very important 
to warn extensively, that unless 
we are all decisive and take the 
bull by the horn, we may truly be 
heading for the worst. The 
intentions of  the politicians are 
not hidden, and that is, their 
readiness to buy votes at all 
costs. Knowing this, attempts 
have been made to checkmate 
same, notably through the 
currency redesigns. Yet, the 
resistance against it have been to 
high heavens, with some state 
Governors capitalizing on their 
immunity status to delve into 
w h a t  s o m e  d e s c r i b e s  a s 
t r easonab le.  What  i s  the 
desperation of  seeking to buy 
votes other than the fact that 
bad, unsellable products are 
being paraded to the electorates? 
There's no doubts in our minds 
concerning their preparedness, 
because their ambitions have 
been lifelong. They have been 
preparing, have gathered the 
might, feel absolutely entitled, 
hence they say it loud that it is 
their turn. They are also quick to 
point out, that they have paid 
their dues, apparently in the 
form of  their shameless jumping 
f rom par ty  to  par ty.  Can 
anything good ever come out 
from anyone who buys votes? 
Your answer is good as mine.

Nigeria's Electoral body, 
INEC may have taken steps to 
eradicate vote buying, which is 
an obvious national. But, how 
much would it achieve in a 
s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e  c o r r u p t 
t endenc ie s  a re  so  h igh ly 
endemic? And, given the fact 
too, that those waiting to execute 
the usual plot had long been 
prepared, it would only take the 
collective guts of  the general 
public to fight the war. This is 
much so that there has always 
been compromises by the 
various long planted moles in 
the electoral body and security 
agencies.  All hands must 
therefore be on deck to disallow 
the plot from being executed. 
One way to achieve this would 
first be to agree to see it as the 
evil that it is, and to see anyone 
and everyone hoping to, and 
indulging in it as such too. Being 
a two way act of  giving and 
taking, the perpetrators on both 
sides of  the coin should be seen 
and treated like lepers. Enough 
is enough on leadership choice 
complacency as it has been and 
remains the biggest threat to our 
collective well-being, growth 
and development as a nation. 
Time to change the situation 
remains now!!!

Clement Uwayah, a public 
affairs commentator writes from 
Edo State.

Vote buying menace; The reminiscence
of Esau's nemesis 

Vote buying have long assumed a 
monstrous dimension in Nigeria politics, 
that, if  it is not killed, it would kill and 

bury our democracy and ultimately 
push us to an institutionalized 

kakistocracy. As it is now, we are not far 
from being on that lane with political 
parties continuously  being entangled 
with transactional politics that keeps 
paving way for the unfit in our lots. 

“
By Clement Uwayah
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he Supreme Court on TWednesday adjourned 
a case instituted by the 

state governments against the 
F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t 
c h a l l e n g i n g  t h e 
implementation of  the naira 
redesign.

T h e  a p e x  c o u r t 
adjourned the case to March 3 
for judgement.

Earlier, the apex court 
c o n s o l i d a t e d  t h e  s u i t s 
instituted by over 12 state 
governments.

At the last hearing on 
February 15, seven states 
joined the three initial states 
as co-plaintiffs, while Edo and 
Bayelsa states joined the 
Federal Government as co-
de fendant s.  The  cour t , 
however, refused to join Abia 
State in the suit on the ground 

u n m e n  h a v e 

Gmurdered Labour 
P a r t y  ( L P ) ' s 

senatorial candidate for 
Enugu East Oyibo Chukwu 
and his Personal Assistant. 

T h e  E n u g u  P o l i c e 
C o m m a n d  s p o k e s m a n 
Daniel Ndukwu confirmed 
the development in an early 
Thursday statement.

He said the incident 
happened Wednesday when 
the assailants on a Hilux 
vehicle, attacked and set 
ablaze Chukwu's campaign 
vehicle.

The spokesman said they 
“attacked and set ablaze the 
campaign vehicle of  the 
Labour Party, at Eke-Otu 
Amechi-Awkunanaw Enugu, 
burning to death the Party's 
Senatorial Candidate for 
E nu g u  E a s t  S e n a t o r i a l 
District, Barr. Oyibo Chukwu 
(male) and his Personal 
Assistant (male) who was 
with him in the vehicle.

“ H o w e v e r ,  t h e 
miscreants were repelled by 
security operatives while 
attempting to also attack the 
convoy of  the Governorship 
C a n d i d a t e  o f  t h e  A l l 
Progressive Congress (APC) 
at Eke, Agbani, Nkanu West 
LGA.”

During the attack, some 
members of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
were also murdered while the 
convoy of  the All Progressive 
C o n g r e s s  ( A P C ) 
governorship candidate for 
Enugu State Uche Nnaji was 
also affected.

“ P r e l i m i n a r y 
inves t i ga t ions  in to  the 
incidents show that the armed 
hoodlums, operating in a 
tricycle, attacked a PDP 
c a m p a i g n  M i n i  B u s  a t 
Topland by Ebony Paint 
Road, Amechi-Awkunanaw 
Enugu and used petrol bomb 
to set it ablaze, burning to 
death i ts  driver,  s imply 
identified as one KC Great 
(male),” the statement added.

In the wake of  the attack, 
the  Enugu State  Pol ice 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  A h m e d 
Ammani who visited the 
scenes of  the incidents has 
ordered an investigation into 
it.

The  Commiss ione r, 

that it came late with its 
originating summons.

All efforts by Abia State 
Government to be joined in 
the suit, was turned down and 
was ordered to present its case 
at a later date.

A  m o t i o n  f o r  t h e 
conso l ida t ion  was  a l so 
argued by the Counsel for 
Rivers State, Emmanuel 
Ukala.

Moving the motion on 
notice, Ukala premised the 
consolidation request on the 
need for the suit to be heard 
without any hinderance since 
the matter bothers on same 
issue.

The head of  the 7-man 
panel, Justice John Okoro, 
granted the request and 
ordered consolidation of  the 
ten suits into one.

while strongly condemning 
t h e  b a r b a r i c  a c t s ,  h a s 
commisera ted  wi th  the 
parties and family members 
of  the deceased, vowing to 
ensure that the perpetrators 
are fished out and made to 
face the full wrath of  the law,” 
Ndukwe added.

H e  q u o t e d  t h e 
Commissioner as reiterating 
the commitment of  the police 
and other security agencies 
toward credible polls and 
called on the residents not to 
succumb to the “cowardly 
antics of  the hoodlums” 
aimed at creating fear.

H o w e v e r ,  t h e 
presidential candidate of  the 
Labour Party (LP) Peter Obi 
has condemned the killing of  
t h e  p a r t y ' s  s e n a t o r i a l 
candidate for Enugu East 
Oyibo Chukwu, calling for 
justice. 

C h u k w u  a n d  h i s 
personal assistant were killed 
on Wednesday by gunmen 
who attacked his convoy with 

head of  Saturday's Ap r e s i d e n t i a l  a n d 
National Assembly 

elections in the country, the 
leadership of  the Nigeria 
Labour Congress (NLC) has 
asked all its members across 
the country to come out 
massively to vote for the 
L a b o u r  P a r t y  ( L P ) 
presidential candidate, Mr. 
Peter Obi and all candidates 
of  the party contesting in the 
elections. The decision to 
suppor t  Obi came after 
resolutions reached by the 
NLC's leadership at the end 
of  the inaugural meeting of  
the newly elected National 
Adminis t rat ive  Counci l 
(NAC) of  the congress held 
on Monday. It also reached an 
agreement with the LP and 
the presidential candidate on 
the Workers' Charter of  
Demand to be implemented 
on assumption of  office.

In a statement by its 
National Secretary, NLC 
N a t i o n a l  P o l i t i c a l 
Commission, Chris Uyot, the 
congress urged all Labour 
P o l i t i c a l  C o m m i t t e e 
members in the states to 
in tens i fy  the i r  work  in 

Now, the plaintiffs in the 
suit are the Attorneys General 
(AGs) of  Kaduna, Kogi, 
Z a m f a r a ,  O n d o,  E k i t i , 
Katsina, Ogun, Cross River, 
Sokoto, and Lagos states 
while the defendants are the 
Attorney General of  the 
Fe d e r a t i o n ,  A b u b a k a r 
Malami (SAN), as well as the 
AGs of  Bayelsa and Edo 
states.

C o m m e n c i n g 
arguments, counsel for the 
Federal Government, Kanu 
Agabi, said the Supreme 
Court held that all reliefs are 
rooted in section 20 of  the 
CBN Act, therefore, the apex 
court has no jurisdiction to 
hear the suit as the action 
cannot commence with an 
Originating Summons.

He wondered why the 

some LP members  a lso 
m u r d e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e 
incident.

I n  the  wa ke  o f  the 
assault, Obi described it as 
“mindless bloodlett ing” 
w h i c h  h e  a d d e d  i s 
“depressing”.

“I strongly condemn the 
killing of  Barr Chukwu in its 
entirety. Human lives must 
remain precious, irrespective 
of  political affiliation. The 
mindless bloodletting that 
occurs in the nation is beyond 
depressing. We must not 
continue to toe this dangerous 
path,” the former Anambra 
State governor tweeted early 
Thursday.

“Enough of  the killings 
now is time for healing. I 
sincerely condole with the 
bereaved family, the Enugu 
East Senatorial Zone, and our 
dear Labour Party family, for 
this painful loss. I call on law 
enforcement agents to fish out 
a n d  b r i n g  t o  b o o k  t h e 
perpetrators of  this crime and 

mobilising workers and the 
Nigerian people both at the 
local, ward and polling unit 
levels to vote for the LP 
presidential candidate and all 
candidates of  the par ty 
contesting the elections.

 The Congress  a lso 
vowed to work with allies in 
civil society organisations 
and students to take all 
necessary steps to safeguard 
the people's votes by ensuring 
that the electoral process was 
transparent, free and fair.

 The statement read in 
parts, “This is a clarion call to 
all workers and working 
people that as we approach 
the final push towards the 
forthcoming presidential 
election come February 25, 
2023, we should ensure 
massive turnout of  votes for 
the success of  the Labour 
Party in line with an earlier 
resolution of  the National 
Executive Council (NEC).

 “Towards this end, all 
Labour Political Committee 
members in the states are to 
in tens i fy  the i r  work  in 
mobilising workers and the 
Nigerian people both at the 
local, ward and polling units 

maximum cooperation and 
suppor t  to the poli t ical 
committees to strengthen. 
their work at the state, local 
gover nment,  wards and 
polling unit levels by ensuring 
that they provide at least 10 
ward  coord ina tor s  and 
canvasse r s  to  no t  on ly 
mobilise but defend the 

plaintiffs did not bring the 
CBN governor to court as a 
respondent, after making 
reference to him 32 times in 
their Originating Summons.

He said the reliefs are 
against the CBN, yet they 
didn't deem it fit to bring the 
CBN into the matter. He 
added that Nigerians had 
already began rejecting the 
old notes way before the 
President's directive. He 
insisted that the President is 
not  in  v io la t ion of  the 
Supreme Court order as 
under the constitution, the 
President is empowered to 
veto any legislation.

Counsels for Edo and 
Bayelsa States, also agree that 
the suit be dismissed for lack 
of  jurisdiction.

The counsel for Rivers 

ensure that Nigerians freely 
exercise their civic duties 
without intimidation.”

Mr Chukwu is the latest 
LP chieftain killed in the lead-
up to the general elections.

Recall that late last year 
the party's women leader in 
K a d u n a  S t a t e  Vi c t o r i a 
Chimtex was assassinated 
d u r i n g  a n  a t t a c k .  T h e 
g u n m e n  i n v a d e d  h e r 
residence at night and shot at 
her and her husband.

The assailants rejected a 
monetary offer made by the 
husband of  the victim for 
them to spare her life.

A few weeks after that, 
some attackers killed the LP 
candidate for Onuimo Local 
G o v e r n m e n t  A r e a 
Constituency of  Imo State 
Christopher Elehu.

They set his house ablaze 
and destroyed his properties 
including a motorcycle.  The 
hoodlums also stormed the 
house of  other politicians in 
the area.

to vote for the Presidential 
Candidate of  the Labour 
Party, Mr. Peter Obi and all 
candidates of  the Labour 
Party contesting the elections.

 “To accomplish these 
significant tasks to save our 
democracy,  a l l  a f f i l ia te 
unions and State Councils of  
C o n g r e s s  a r e  t o  g i v e 

peoples votes.
“This election promises 

to be the most decisive in our 
c o u n t r y.  I t  o f f e r s  a n 
opportunity to transform our 
political, social and economic 
policy direction to be peoples-
oriented as espoused in the 
W o r k e r s  C h a r t e r  o f  
Demand.”

urged the court to grant all the 
reliefs sought therein

Counsel to the AGF, also 
urges the court to dismiss the 
suit entirely.

A l so,  the  At to r ney 
General of  Kano State, who is 
a co-plaintiff, argued that 
Pres iden t  Muhammadu 
Buhari sidelined members of  
the  Nat ional  Economic 
Council and only relied on the 
advice of  the CBN governor 
in the implementation of  the 
monetisation policy.

H e  a d d e d  t h a t  t h e 
President decided to exercise 
his powers without consulting 
with the state governments as 
required by the law.

He further said that they 
have security report that there 
will be breach of  law and 
order if  nothing is done to 
address the issue of  cash 
scarcity. He added that the 
K a n o  S t a t e  G ove r n o r, 
Abdullahi Ganduje is  a 
member of  the council and he 
told him that the issue was 
never discussed at the NEC 
meeting.

Rather, the President 
relied only on one member of  
the council, and the CBN 
governor ignored the finance 
m i n i s t e r  a n d  t h e  v i c e 
president who is the chairman 
of  the council.

The Justice pointed out 
that the President can direct 
that the old 200 naira notes be 
brought back as a legal tender, 
t h e n  h e  i s  u n d e r  t h e 
jurisdiction of  the Supreme 
Court.

A l so,  the  At to r ney 
General of  Jigawa stated that 
S e c t i o n  1 4 8  o f  t h e 
constitution, compelled the 
President to seek the advice of  
the Jigawa State governor as a 
federa t ing  uni t  but  the 
President did not do so in the 
F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e 
redesign policy.

The Central Bank of  
Nigeria (CBN) had extended 
the deadline for the swap of  
old N200, N500, and N1, 000 
from January 31 to February 
10 following complaints by 

many Nigerians but the 
Supreme Court, after a suit 
filed by the states, held that 
the Federal Government, the 
CBN, commercial banks must 
n o t  c o n t i nu e  w i t h  t h e 
February 10 deadline pending 
the determination of  a notice 
in respect of  the issue on 
February 22.

However,  Pres ident 
Muhammadu Buhari, in a 
na t iona l  b roadcas t  las t 
Thursday, directed the apex 
bank to release old N200 
notes into circulation to co-
exist with new N200, N500 
and N1, 000 banknotes for 60 
days — by April 10, 2023. He 
also said old N500 and N1, 
000 banknotes cease to be 
legal tender in Nigeria.

There has been a flurry 
o f  r e a c t i o n s  a n d  s t a r k 
c r i t i c i s m s  a g a i n s t  t h e 
President's directive including 
from governors of  his party, 
the All Progressives Congress 
(APC).

Governors Nasir El-
Rufai (Kaduna), Abubakar 
Badaru (Jigawa), Rotimi 
Akeredolu (Ondo), Umar 
Ganduje (Kano); Speaker of  
the House of  Representatives, 
Femi Gbajabiamila; Minister 
of  State for Labour and 
E m p l o y m e n t ,  F e s t u s 
Keyamo; and many stalwarts 
of  the ruling APC have 
openly censured and faulted 
the President's directive, 
arguing that  i t  has  not 
grounds because the case is 
before the apex court.

L e a d i n g  S e n i o r 
Advocates of  Nigeria like 
Femi  Fa lana  and  Mike 
Ozekhome have equally 
faulted the President's move, 
saying he cannot overrule the 
apex court of  the land.

A l s o ,  t h r e e  S t a t e 
G o v e r n o r s -  K a d u n a , 
Zamfara and Kogi have filed 
another suit against Malami, 
and the CBN Governor, 
G o dw i n  E m e f i e l e  ove r 
contempt of  court and their 
alleged failure to comply with 
the Supreme Court order on 
the old naira notes.

Supreme Court adjourns Naira redesign case till March 3

2023 Elections: Gunmen murder Labour Party
Senatorial candidate in Enugu

…As Obi condemns 'mindless' killing, calls for justice

NLC directs members nationwide to vote Obi 

Simon Ekpa escorted out of the airport by INTERPOL agents on Thursday.
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(Middle) Commissioner of Police, Anambra state, CP Echeng Echeng Echeng during the brie�ng on 
the command readiness on 25th feb election.

Simon Ekpa, reportedly arrested by Interpol
at Finland airport

B
reakaway leader of 
the IPOB-AutoPilot, 
Simon Ekpa, has been 

allegedly arrested by the In-
terpol at the Finland Inter-
national Airport a few days 
after the Nigerian govern-
ment laid a complaint to its 
Finnish counterpart on the 
destructive tendencies of  the 
dissident.

The arrest followed months 
of  appeals by the Nigerian 
government over his activities 
of  sponsoring crises in the 
Southeast region, leading to 
the killing of  many by hood-
lums enforcing sit-at-home 
orders he dishes out through 
social media channels and 
podcasts from his base in Fin-
land.

Ekpa, a self-proclaimed for-
mer disciple of  the leader of 
the Indigenous People of  Bia-
fra (IPOB), Nnamdi Kanu, 
was reportedly arrested on 
Thursday morning as he was 
about to board a flight to Is-
rael.

Ekpa, has been in the news 
for all the wrong reasons in-
cluding declaring sit-at-home 
orders and inciting his follow-
ers to violence and disobedi-
ence to constituted authorities 
in the South-East.

The leader of  the Autopilot 
faction of  IPOB had also re-
portedly told his followers not 
to participate in the forthcom-

ing general elections, urging 
them to deal decisively with 
anyone in the region who 
participates the exercise.

Early this year, he had re-
leased a video declaring a 
one-week sit-at-home and 
threatening anyone who dis-
obeyed the order with instant 
death.

This and many more of  his 

Imo government trains 5,000 youths
on digital economy

By Grace Ofurum

A
s part of  the govern-
ment policy to bring 
socio- economic 

development, the Imo state 
governor with the support 
of  the Federal government 
of  Nigeria has empowered 
the first batch of  trainees 
through digital skills and 
technology.

The skill up Imo pro-
gramme which graduated 
over 5,000 participants got 
them trained on so many 
digital skills, which com-
prised both soft and hard 
skills to make them digitally 
literate.

Speaking at the graduation 
ceremony which took place 
at Landmark event centre 
New Owerri, the executive 
governor of  Imo state Sena-
tor Hope Uzodimma said the 
New world Order embraces 
digital economy, Technolo-
gy and acquiring skills and 
maintained that the best 
literacy is not just learning 
how to read and write but 
the ability to acquire skills 
that makes one employable 
and making a living out of  it 

The governor disclosed 
that the programme which 
will train over 300,000 Imo 
youths within a space of 
3years will make the state 

the digital hub of  Africa and 
also reduce the high rate of 
banditry, unknown gunmen, 
kidnapping and other vices.

He urged the beneficiar-
ies to be determined, hum-
ble and good fearing to be 
able to be successful in life 
and promised that the next 
batch will commence soon-
est and announced that 2500 
trainees will instantly be 
empowered with a start up 
kit of  Laptops while the rest 
will receive phones and oth-
er equipments based on the 
area they were trained on 

The Minister for Commu-
nication and Digital econ-

omy Dr. Isa Ali Pantani, 
while speaking at the occa-
sion said he was cancelled a 
visit at the United Kingdom 
for a Common Wealth meet-
ing organized by the British 
government just to be pres-
ent at the graduation cere-
mony due to the content of 
the invitation letter and im-
portance of  the programme.

He expressed great pleas-
ure over the level of  courses 
taught in the programme 
which he said will afford 
citizens lots of  opportunities 
for employment both locally 
and internationally.

“Looking at the project be-
ing taught here, it is a clear 
indication that graduands 
from this programme are not 
only going to be employed  
in Nigeria, but could find job 

opportunity anywhere in the 
world. This is what is called 
creative thinking”.

Speaking also, the honour-
able Commissioner for dig-
ital economy, Dr Chimezie 
Amadi  Said the project is 
the sunset of  digital economy 
agenda of  the governor that  
will pave way for socio-eo-
nomic development and pro-
vide digital solutions in the 
state.

He disclosed that digital 
skills has contributed to over 
20.3 percent GDP in 2022 
which in the highest in 5 
years in Nigeria.

He thanked the Hon. Min-
ister for communication 
and Digital economy, also 
the governor of  Imo State 
for living up to his promise 
by providing transportation 

fares and lunch for the par-
ticipants throughout the du-
ration and applaud the Facil-
itators of  the programme for 
training people with little or 
no digital technology which 
will increase the rate of  em-
ployment opportunities.

He disclosed earlier that 
the project has started yield-
ing the desired results as 
200 participants were inter-
viewed by Zinox / Konga 
Company and would be ab-
sorbed by the company. He 
disclosed that the students 
were taught, Cyber security, 
Robotics, Artificial intelli-
gence, content creation, dig-
ital marketing and web de-
signing, Basic Data analysis, 
graphics design, phone/ dig-
ital device repairs amongst 
others.

He further advised the 
graduands to fully utilize the 
opportunity of  the acquired 
skills to be self  reliant and for 
the promotion of  socio eco-
nomic development of  Imo 
State and the country.

Some of  the participants, 
Duru Philip Onyewuchi, 
princess Isimara and Tem-
itope Sarah who spoke to 
newsmen thanked the gov-
ernor for his efforts in equip-
ping them with digital skills 
and the start up kits and 
promised to make good use 
of  the opportunity to better 
their lives. 

One of the instructors, 
Chinonso Mbagwu said that 
the programme is impactful 
and will make the grand-
aunts to be employable and 
useful to the society.

atrocities led the Federal Gov-
ernment to call the Finnish 
government’s attention to his 
activities.

The Igbo community in 
Finland had also disowned 
the fugitive and called on the 
government of  the European 
country to effect his arrest 
and bring him to book, while 
thousands of  Nigerians also 
signed a petition for his arrest.

Ikpeazu denies supporting Tinubu

G
overnor Okezie Ik-
peazu of  Abia State 
has denied support-

ing the All Progressives Con-
gress, APC, presidential can-
didate, Bola Tinubu.
  Ikpeazu was reacting to 
claims by the Senate chief 
Whip, Senator Orji Uzor 
Kalu, that he was backing 
Tinubu’s presidency.
   He spoke while addressing 
journalists after inspecting the 
ongoing final asphalt overlay 
on Faulks Road, Aba.
Appearing on Channels Tele-
vision on Monday, Kalu said 
Ikpeazu will support Tinubu 
and his senatorial district will 
give the APC flag bearer “the 
34, 35 per cent to be on the 
ballot.”
   However, Ikpeazu described 
Kalu’s remark as mere specu-
lation and wishful thinking.
According to Ikpeazu: “No 
member of  G5 can railroad 
another member into sup-
porting anyone against his 
will as suggested by Senator 
Kalu”.
  Meanwhile, three days be-
fore the presidential election, 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo World-
wide has urged Nigerians to 
disregard reports alleging that 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu of 
Abia State is supporting the 
All Progressives Congress, 
APC, presidential candidate, 
Bola Tinubu.
   Ohanaeze said contrary to 
reports, Ikpeazu is backing 
the Labour Party, LP, presi-
dential candidate, Peter Obi, 
and not Tinubu.
   The Secretary-General of 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo, Okechuk-
wu Isiguzoro, said enemies 
of  Igbos are behind the fake 
news of  Ikpeazu supporting 
Tinubu instead of  Obi.
  Isiguzoro said Ikeazu would 
never support Tinubu due to 
competence, equity and jus-
tice.

 The statement reads: 
“Ohanaeze wishes to urge 
Ndigbo to disregard the fake 
news being currently ped-
dled that Dr Okezie Victor 
Ikpeazu, the Abia State Gov-
ernor is supporting the presi-
dential candidate of  the All 
Progressives Congress, APC, 
Senator Bola Ahmed Tinubu.
   “Ordinarily, it is not the duty 
of  Ohanaeze, the Igbo apex 
socio-cultural organization 
to respond to such. However, 
we view this fabricated story 
as an attempt by enemies of 
Ndigbo to sow discord and 
suspicion among the ranks of 
Igbo leaders, at this eleventh 
hour, with the 2023 presiden-
tial election a few days away.
  “From our records, Dr Ik-
peazu is among the Igbo Gov-
ernors that have been very 
supportive of  the presidential 
campaign of  Peter Obi, the 
Presidential candidate of  the 
Labour Party, LP, based on 
the fact that he believes in 
supporting competent candi-
dates, regardless of  party af-
filiations.
“He also believes that Nigeria 
can only become great if  it is 
run on the basis of  equity, jus-
tice and fairness. That is the 
basis of  the disagreement of 
the G-5 Governors with Al-
haji Atiku Abubakar, the Peo-
ples Democratic Party, PDP, 
presidential candidate.
“He has never hidden his sup-
port for the Igbo presidency 
project. Also, Ikpeazu has 
been a bastion of  support to 
the Obidient movement in 
Abia State. He has had in-
teractions with their leaders 
in the past and even recently 
appointed some of  them as 
his aides.
“Unlike some other Igbo 
states where Obidients are be-
ing harassed and intimidated, 
the reverse is the case in Abia 
State. 

... Doles out laptops, phones, other
equipment as start up kits

NYSC withdraws corps members in 3 Imo councils

R
esident Electoral 
Commissioner(REC) 
of  the Independent 

National Electoral Commis-
sion(INEC) in Imo State, 
Prof. Sylvia Agu, has ex-
pressed concerns over the 
withdrawal of  the National 
Youth Service Corps (NYSC) 
members as ad hoc staff  in 
three local government areas 
over security challenges.

She mentioned the affected 
councils as Orsu, Orlu and 
Okigwe.

Agu, who was speaking to 
newsmen during the inspec-
tion of  INEC sensitive ma-
terials at the CBN bramch, 
Owerri said that the NYSC 
Director had to withdraw 
the corp members when they 
found out that the stakehold-
ers had altered the initial ar-
rangement of  holding the 
election at a central point oth-
er than Polling Units.

 “When the arrangement 
to collapse the Registration 
Areas(As) was discarded, the 

...As Ohanaeze confirms support Peter Obi

NYSC director had to with-
draw their members because 
of  their safety.,” she said.

Though she described the 
challenge as a minor issue, 
she said the commission has 
decided to replace the NYSC 
members with students and 
concluded arrangements to 
give them refresher training 
before Saturday.

Other areas, she mentioned 
as challenged in terms of 
security include Njaba and 
Ehime Mbano.
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SPORTS
allum Wilson has 

Cbacked goalkeeper 
Loris Karius to play a 

big part on a “special day” for 
Newcastle United in the 
Carabao Cup final.

The Magpies take on 
M a n c h e s t e r  U n i t e d  a t 
Wembley on Sunday as they 
look to win their first major 
domestic trophy since the 
1950s.

igerian boxer, Efe 

NAjagba has moved up 
two places to 13th 

spot  in  the  la tes t  WBC 
heavyweight rankings for 
Fe b r u a r y,  a c c o r d i n g  t o 
reports.

In Ajagba's first fight of  
2 0 2 2  a g a i n s t  f o r m e r l y 
unbeaten Stephan Shaw, he 
claimed a win by unanimous 
decision on January 14 at the 

Eddie Howe was dealt a 
massive blow when first-
choice goalkeeper Nick Pope 
w a s  s e n t  o f f  a g a i n s t 
Liverpool last weekend.

T h e  E n g l a n d  s h o t -
stopper's red card suspended 
him for the showcase match, 
meaning Howe will have to 
turn to third-choice 'keeper 
K a r i u s  w i t h  M a r t i n 
Dubravka cup-tied having 

Turning Stone Resort Casino 
in Verona, New York.

Ajagba, who was ranked 
15th in January, was the 
aggressor for almost all 10 
r o u n d s,  w h e r e a s  S h aw 
seemed reluctant to engage 
w i t h  t h e  h a r d - h i t t i n g 
heavyweight contender in a 
main event fight.

Ajagba (17-1, 13 KOs), a 
2016 Olympian, won a second 

p layed  fo r  Manches t e r 
United.

Karius has not made an 
appearance for an English 
s i d e  s i n c e  t h e  2 0 1 8 
Champions League final for 
Liverpool.

The German was heavily 
criticised for his role in the 
Reds' defeat after he made 
two costly errors leading to 
goals.

straight fight since Frank 
Sanchez beat him. Cuba's 
Sanchez (21-0, 14 KOs) 
dropped Ajagba in the seventh 
round and comfortably out-
pointed him on all three 
scorecards in a 10-rounder 
that was part of  the Tyson 
F u r y - D e o n t a y  W i l d e r 
undercard in October 2021 at 
the T-Mobile Arena in Las 
Vegas.

Tyson Fury remains the 
WBC heavyweight champion 
of  the division, while Deontay 
Wilder takes pole position in 
the rankings and Anthony 
Joshua is ranked fifth behind 
Andy Ruiz, Frank Sanchez 
and Arslanbek Makhmudov.

After Joshua, Ajagba has 
D i l l i a n  W hy t e,  M a r t i n 
Bakole, Zhan Kossobutskiy, 
Otto Wallin, Joseph Parker, 
Jared Anderson and Luis 
Ortiz ahead of  him in the 
rankings.

He first threw the ball 
s t r a i g h t  i n t o  K a r i m 
Benzema's boot and watched 
the ball roll in the goal to open 
the scoring before letting a 
long - range  e f fo r t  f rom 
Gareth Bale slip through his 
hands to make it 3-1 to Real 
Madrid.

K a r i u s  s a i d  h e  wa s 
“infinitely sorry” for his 
errors and was sent death 
threats after the match in 
Kyiv.

His career in England 
seemed over as a result and 
the 29-year-old has only 
played f ive competi t ive 
matches since December 
2020.

Newcastle striker Wilson 
believes Karius “has so much 
to prove to people” as he 
prepares himself  to play in 
the Carabao Cup f inal.
Ad

Wilson sa id  on The 
F o o t b a l l e r ' s  F o o t b a l l 

r s e n a l  l e g e n d , 

AThierry Henry, has 
r eve a l e d  t h a t  h e 

wa r n e d  s t r i k e r  Ro m e l u 
Lukaku that he would struggle 
w h e n  t h e  B e l g i u m 
international was about to join 
Chelsea in 2021.

Lukaku joined Chelsea in 
a £97.5 million deal from Inter 
Milan two years ago.

However, the former 
Manchester United attacker 
struggled to make a great 
impact in his first season at 

olish club, Wislaw PK r a k o w  h a v e 
a n n o u n c e d  t h e 

s i g n i n g  o f  N i g e r i a n 
midfielder, James Igbekeme.

Igbekeme linked up with 
t h e  1 4 - t i m e  P o l i s h 
champions from Spanish 
club, Real Zaragoza, for the 
rest of  the season.

The 27-year-old netted 
four goals and recorded six 
assists in 104 appearances 

Podcast: “That game made 
his career take a nosedive, so 
he has so much to prove to 
people.

“ H e ' s  g o t  m o r e 
inspiration to turn peoples' 
opinions of  him around than 
anyone else in the stadium.

“There are  so many 
emotional attachments to this 
game that I think it is going to 
be a special day.”

Wilson's podcast co-host 
a n d  We s t  H a m  s t r i k e r 
Michail Antonio has backed 
“the best team in the league” 
Manchester United to come 
out on top at Wembley.

“Manchester United are 
the best team in the league,” 
he said. “They have the 
momentum, and football is 
about momentum.”

Howe is confident Karius 
w i l l  p u t  i n  a  g o o d 
performance on Sunday and 
has urged the German 'keeper 
to “rewrite the story of  his 

Chelsea, scoring 15 goals in 44 
appearances.

Lukaku made it clear he 
was unhappy at Chelsea under 
former manager Thomas 
Tuchel and the club allowed 
him to rejoin Inter Milan on 
loan last summer.

“We had a discussion 
when he [Romelu Lukaku] 
went to Chelsea,” Henry told 
CBS Sports.

“I told him he is going to 
find it difficult to play at 
Chelsea, and that happened to 

across all competitions for 
Real Zaragoza.

The player spent last 
season on loan at Major 
L e a g u e  S o c c e r  c l u b 
Columbus Crew.

C o l u m b u s  C r e w 
declined to sign Igbekeme on 
a permanent deal despite 
having the option to do so.

He once had a stint in 
Portugal with Oliveirense 
and Gil Vicente.

career”.
 “ I t  w o u l d  b e  a 

magnificent chance for him 
to rewrite the story of  his 
career,” the Magpies boss 
said. “There's been loads of  
stories through the times in 
football where these things 
have happened and there's 
b e e n  a  r e a l ly  p o s i t i ve 
outcome or not.

“We can't predict what 
that will be.

“As soon as it happened, 
it was almost that feeling that 
there's another story in 
Karius' career – another page 
or chapter to write and who 
knows what that chapter will 
look like?

“That's the beauty of  
football. We never know 
what is going to happen. This 
unpredictability is what 
makes it such an amazing 
thing to watch.”

be the case because of  the way 
[Thomas] Tuchel liked to play.

“Pressing, the No.9 and 
winger have to change, Rom 
likes to stay where he is, feed 
him, play him early, he will try 
to bully you, turn, stay in the 
box, crosses, he is a different 
type of  No.9 to what Tuchel 
wanted.

“Now, is he going to fit 
into what Potter is trying to 
do? I think they are struggling 
with that, let alone with him in 
the squad.
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Carabao Cup final: Wilson backs Karius to shine for Newcastle

I warned Lukaku against joining
Chelsea – Thierry Henry

Ajagba ranked 13th heavyweight boxer 

Polish club, Wisla Krakow sign
Nigerian midfielder

I would have voted Osinbajo for
president if… - Peter Okoye

BBTitans: Are the housemates
turning a new leaf ? 


