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Election fever grips top
form Presidential, Nat'l
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...As supporters embark on last minute vote drive

Obi AtikuTinubu Mbata Okewulonu Onyeagocha Izunaso

I'm ready to sacrifice my Senatorial ambition for Peter Obi
to win – Governor Ortom

CBN to inject over N700bn new notes into circulation,
February ending

NNPC's Mele Kyari
apologises to Nigerians

Kaduna, Kogi, Zamfara
file contempt proceeding
against Malami, Emefiele

AK-47 wielding
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suspends duties  
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News
Imo Education Commissioner 
commissions 6 remodeled classrooms in 
Egbeada Community Primary School
By Ikenna Orioha

C
ommissioner for Ed-
ucation, Imo State, 
Prof. John- cliff  Chike 

Nwadike, has commissioned 
a remodeled six classroom 
block with Head Teacher’s 
office facilitated by Egbeada 
People’s Progressive Union 
(EPPU), led by its Presi-
dent-General, Dr. Henry 
Echetama. 

The commissioning of  the 
Community Primary School 
Egbeada in Mbaitolu Local 
Government Area of  Imo 
State was held last week with 
the Commissioner describ-
ing pupils of  the school as 
profitable investments of  the 
society towards a vibrant and 
glorious future.  

He lauded the people of  
Egbeada for their effort in 
promoting quality education 
in their community, as well as 
reducing the burden of  infra-
structural development.

Nwadike appreciated the 
Headmistress, Teachers and 
pupils of  the school, Eze of  
the community and the Town 
Union executive for help-
ing in uplifting the school, 
pleading for proper demar-
cation between the school 
and the church to prevent 
future boundary disputes. He 
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stated that the school and its 
environs belong to the gov-
ernment not individuals or 
the community, requesting 
that the school playground be 
landscaped for effective recre-
ational activities.

In appreciation of  their 
effort towards making the 
school one of  the best in the 
state, Nwadike promised to 
donate some books to the 
school to enhance effective 
teaching and learning. 

He advised Town Union 
and Traditional Ruler of  Eg-
beada to uphold their good 
vision for the community, 
urging other communities 
in the state to copy Egbeada 
people on community effort.

Prominent among those 
present during the commis-
sioning ceremony were Barr. 
Mrs. Chinyere Ibeh, Perma-
nent Secretary, Ministry of  
Education, HRH, Eze E.A 
Njoku, Ada 1 of  Egbeada, 
Mrs. Happiness Amaefula, 
Head Teacher, Chief  Ethel-
bert Ononogbo PTA Chair-
man, Dr. Henry Echetama, 
Town Union President, Hon. 
Nze Martin Ekeh, Commis-
sioner for Mines and Solid 
Minerals, Prof. Emma Duru, 
immediate past Commis-
sioner for Petroleum and En-
vironment.

Anambra police declare Youth Corper 
wanted for unlawful possession of firearm
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

M
r Emeh Nnamdi 
Daniel, a serving 
youth corper in 

Anambra state has been de-
clared wanted by the Anam-
bra state police command 
in connection unlawful pos-
session of  a firearm, money 
laundering, defamation of  
character, fraud, and Imper-
sonation.

The 26 year old corper 
with State Code Number 
AN/22A/3323, is attached 
to Anambra State Police 
Command and is positive-

ly identified, involve/men-
tioned in an ongoing investi-
gation in the command. 

Anambra Police com-
mand spokesperson, DSP 
Ikenga Tochukwu made this 
known to News Echo in a 
press statement on Monday.

According to Ikenga, “An-
ambra State Police Com-
mand today 20/2/2023 
wishes to declare Mr Emeh 
Nnamdi Daniel aged 26 
years old wanted on the of-
fence of  unlawful possession 
of  a firearm, money launder-
ing, defamation of  character, 
fraud, and Impersonation”.

“Mr Nnamdi Daniel 

is a youth corps member 
with State Code Number 
AN/22A/3323, attached to 
Anambra State Police Com-
mand and is positively iden-
tified, involve/mentioned in 
an ongoing investigation in 
the command”. 

Therefore, the Command 
urges the general public to 
report to the nearest Police 
Station, if  seen or call the 
Command Control Room 
number if  you have any in-
formation that can aid in his 
location for arrest, please. 
However, confidentiality is 
guaranteed of  any person 
leading to his arrest.

Soludo flags off 2.17km Niger Bridge
Head/Sokoto Road
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

C
onstruction of  the 
2.17 kilometer single 
carriage Niger Bridge 

Head-Sokoto road junc-
tion has been flagged off  by 
the Governor of  Anambra 
State, Professor Chukwuma 
Charles Soludo. Also, part of  
the project is the channeliza-
tion of  Nwangene Stream to 
River Niger, Onitsha. Gover-
nor Soludo inspected the pro-
ject which is being handled 
by Tec Engineering Nigeria 
Ltd.

During the inspection, the 
Governor was unhappy that 

the contractor was extreme-
ly slow, still at the incredible 
stage of  0.5 percent.

The Governor said that the 
road ought to have gone as 
far as between 10 percent and 
12 percent complete, having 
been on the project for two 
months. 

He revealed that before 
being awarded, the work du-
ration of  the project was put 
at twelve months. The Gov-
ernor advised the contractor 
to speed up the work unless 
he wants the contract termi-
nated.

“The quality of  the roads 
we are constructing is unpar-
alleled. It will have a stone 

base, with cement stabiliza-
tion, and layers of  asphalt 
with a 20-year guarantee.” 
Governor assured the people. 

He pointed out that em-
barking on the project is 
a fulfillment of  his cam-
paign promise and recalled 
that Onitsha was originally 
planned and developed by 
the white people with good 
drainage systems, lamenting 
that the city appears to have 
lost its glory. 

Governor Soludo assured 
that Onitsha will regain its 
pride of  place. He expressed 
gratitude to the residents of  
Onitsha for electing him as 
Governor at the last guberna-
torial election. 

“The people must play 
their part if  Onitsha is to rise 
up and regain its glory. A 
programme to clean up our 
drainages is starting now. We 
want Anambra to be the na-
tion’s cleanest state.”

The Governor added; “We 
are planning a system to start 
picking up waste from house 
to house.” Welcoming the 
Governor earlier, the Tran-
sition Committee Chairman 
for Onitsha South, Engr. 

Ogochukwu Ekwueme, said 
he first noticed the poor con-
dition of  the road when he 
was in primary school, add-
ing that God’s providence 
made it possible that the road 
will be repaired during the 
present administration.

The Commissioner for 
Special Duties, Barrister Sly 
Ezeokenwa who is a na-
tive of  Onitsha, noted that 
the Governor had pledged 
to bring Onitsha back to its 
former glory and asked the 
people to continue to sup-
port Governor Soludo and 
all APGA candidates vying 
for elective posts in the forth-
coming elections.

The Chief  of  Staff  to the 
Governor, Mr. Ernest Ezea-
jughi, Chairman, Anambra 
State Traditional Rulers’ 
Council and Obi of  Onit-
sha, Igwe Alfred Achebe, 
APGA Publicity Secretary, 
Tex Okechukwu, Anambra 
State President of  Ohaneze 
Ndigbo, Hon. Emeka Udo-
deme, ASMATA Chairman, 
Chief  Humphre Anuna, 
including all APGA Candi-
dates among others were also 
present.

Abia Police Command warns 
Simon Ekpa
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

F
ew days to the2023 gen-
eral elections, the Com-
missioner of  Police in 

Abia State, Mr. Mustapha 
Bala has assured Abians and 
other residents of  the state of  
adequate during the general 
elections. 

This is even as the CP has 
warned self-acclaimed lead-
er of  Indigenous People of  
Biafra (IPOB), Simon Ekpa 
against threatening the peace 
of  Abia State. Bala, who gave 
the warning during a joint 
patrol conducted around the 
city of  Umuahia by the Ni-
gerian Police, Army, Civil 
Defence, Immigration and 
Nigeria Correctional Service. 

He warned that all systems 
of  the Police in Abia State 
have been activated to ensure 
that Abians enjoy peace and 
total protection during the 
general elections. 

He added that the essence 
of  the “Operation Show of  
Force”, was to build synergy 
and corporation among secu-
rity operatives for the better 
conduct of  peaceful, free, fair, 
and credible elections in the 
state.  

Bala urged the electorate 
to come out en masse to cast 
their votes without any intim-
idation from miscreants dur-
ing the polls. 

 CP Bala warned hoodlums 
to desist from acts capable of  
truncating the peaceful con-
duct of  the general election. 

He, however, described 
the threat of  Simon Ekpa, a 
self-acclaimed disciple of  the 
IPOB leader, Nnamdi Kanu, 
as empty and unfounded. Again, 3 gunmen neutralized, 2 arrested 

for attacking Anambra police station 

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe 
Awka

L
ess than twenty four 
hours gunmen at-
tacked the 3-3 Nkwelle 

police station, another group 
have taken another attack to 
the Awada Police Station in 
Idemilli North LGA of  An-
ambra. Luck, however, ran 
out of  them as they were over 
powered by gallant men of  
the nigerian police force.

News Echo gathered that 
the gun duel which lasted 
for an hour had three men 
of  the dreaded devil neutral-
ised, while two was arrested 
and three Kalashnikov ri-
fles, one Automatic Pump 
Action gun, a Sienna bus 
and charms were recovered 
from them. Regrettably, four 
officers lost their lives.  Con-
firming the report, Police 
Relations Officer, Anambra 
State Police Command, DSP 
Ikenga Tochukwu, at a press 
briefing on 20th Feb disclosed 
that “Today 20/02/2023 at 
about 02:20 am,  gunmen 
suspected to be IPOB/ESN 
attacked Awada Police Sta-
tion in Idemilli North LGA 
of  Anambra State using 
Improvised Explosive De-
vices (IEDs) and automatic 
firearms. In response to the 
attack, police operatives at-
tached to Anambra State 
Command engaged the as-

sailants jointly with troops 
from 302 Artillery Regiment 
of  the Nigeria Army, in a 
gun duel and three members 
of  the outlawed IPOB/ESN 
were fatally wounded while 
three Kalashnikov rifles and 
one Automatic Pump Ac-
tion gun were recovered from 
them. Other items recovered 
from the assailants include a 
brown Lexus 330 with Reg. 
No. GWA 415BB ABJ, one 
unregistered KYMCO mo-
torcycle suspected to be sto-
len, charms and other incrim-
inating items”. 

“During a mop-up opera-
tion by police/military op-
eratives, two male suspects 
reasonably believed to have 
participated in the attack 
were apprehended. Regret-
tably, four police operatives 
paid the supreme price while 
a section of  the station, one 
police patrol vehicle and three 
exhibit vehicles parked in the 
premises were set ablaze by 
petrol bombs thrown into the 
station by the assailants”. 

Meanwhile, the Commis-
sioner of  Police CP Echeng 
E. Echeng has since visited 
the incident scene, and after 
conducting spot assessments, 
ordered the immediate de-
ployment of  all the com-
mand’s operational/investi-
gative assets to track down 
fleeing members of  the mur-
derous gang. 

Gunmen kill one, set ablaze Imo commissioner’s
country home, 4 others 

G
unmen in the early 
hours of  Tuesday 
burnt the country 

home of  the Imo State com-
missioner for youths and 
sports, Emeka Okoronkwo.

Also burnt is the country 
home of  a former Dean of  the 
law faculty of  the Imo State 
University, Owerri, Nnam-
di Obiaraeri, who served as 
Commissioner for informa-
tion, youth and sports and 
land and urban planning, re-
spectively during the adminis-
trations of  former governors 

of  the state, Ikedi Ohakim 
and Rochas Okorocha.

The country home of  a re-
tired Director of  Department 
of  Security Service, Emeka 
Ngwu, was also burnt.

An old woman who was in 
Ngwu’s house was caught in 
the fire and she died, our cor-
respondent gathered.

Two hours belonging to 
two other prominent sons of  
the area who our correspond-
ent had yet ascertained by 
our correspondent was also 
burnt.

...Says Onitsha ‘ll gain its pride of  place

... As four police personnel pay supreme price 

The incident happened at 
Amagu Ihube community in 
the Okigwe Local Govern-
ment Area of  the state.

The state commissioner 
for youths and sports, Emeka 
Okoronkwo, confirmed the 
burning of  his house when 
our correspondent contacted 
him. The spokesperson for 
the police in the state, Henry 
Okoye, confirmed the attack 
and told our correspondent 
that investigation had began 
with the view of  arresting the 
fleeing suspects.



Kaduna, Kogi, Zamfara file
contempt proceeding against 
Malami, Emefiele

FG using the CBN to pursue political 
‘criminals’ – Oby Ezekwesili
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Labour Party supporter amputated after 
attack at Peter Obi’s Lagos rally
A 

yet-to-be identified 
supporter of  the La-
bour Party in Lagos 

State has suffered a tragic 
fate.

The man had his hand 
amputated after the attack 
that rocked the grand finale 
of  the presidential campaign 
rally of  the party in the state 
last week.

The Director General of  
Obi/Datti Presidential Cam-
paign Council, Akin Osun-
tokun, made this known on 
Tuesday during a live ap-
pearance on Channels Tele-
vision’s The 2023 Verdict.

Osuntokun said he did 
not have the assurance that 
everything is set for the pres-
idential election slated for 
Saturday, saying that voter 
suppression through violence 
remained a worrying factor.

He also said the over-vot-

ing recorded in the Osun 
State elections which the tri-
bunal used as a prerequisite 
to nullify the victory of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
in the state, despite the in-
troduction of  the Bimodal 
Voter Accreditation System, 
was another worrying factor.

Recall that the Lagos po-
lice had earlier confirmed 
that no fewer than four per-
sons were injured in an at-
tack on supporters of  the 
presidential candidate of  the 
Labour Party, Peter Obi.

Describing the attack of  
Obi supporter as “regretta-
ble” the State Police Public 
Relations Officer, Benjamin 
Hundeyin, said the attack 
happened at about 15km 
away from the rally ven-
ue, adding that the State 
Criminal Investigations De-
partment would take over 

investigations towards appre-
hending and prosecuting the 
attackers.

The attack happened at 
Ilasan area of  Eti-Osa Lo-
cal Government and the Ja-
kande Ward Chairman of  
the Labour Party raised the 
alarm.

However, the LP DG has 
said that he would not score 
the preparation of  the elec-
tion 100 per cent because of  
such factors.

Osuntokun said, “I won’t 
score the preparation a 100 
per cent, there are some fac-
tors that challenge that con-
clusion. The predisposition 
to voter suppression through 
violence, we have been a vic-
tim of  that especially in La-
gos.

“INEC people actually re-
sponded to people looking 
for their PVCs discrimina-

torily and when we had the 
rally in Lagos, our supporters 
were prevented in certain ar-
eas from coming to the Tafa-
wa Balewa Square and some 
of  them were injured. As we 
speak one of  them has had 
his hand amputated.

“So when you take these 

into consideration, you can-
not be confident that this is 
going to work well.

“And as I remarked once 
the fact that the BVAS or 
the electronic transmission 
introduction to the system 
is supposed to preclude the 
possibility of  over-voting, 

but according to the judg-
ment of  the tribunal on the 
Osun State election that was 
conducted a while ago, the 
tribunal nullified the victory 
of  the PDP on account of  
over-voting, now were does 
that come in?” Osuntokun 
questioned.

ADC collapses structure, endorses 
Peter Obi for President

T
he African Demo-
cratic Congress has 
endorsed the Labour 

Party Presidential candidate, 
Peter Obi and his running 
mate, Datti Baba-Ahmed, 
for the February 25 presi-
dential election.

The endorsement follows 
the formation of  a coalition 
which aims to propel the 
duo to the highest office in 

the land, according to the re-
port by The Tribune.

The coalition, which is 
made up of  several star alli-
ance partners such as Nige-
ria Mothers for Good Gov-
ernance, Fulani United, and 
League of  Imams, among 
others, said they seek to cre-
ate a formidable force for the 
Obi/Datti ticket.

The event was attended 

Right left on white: Chairman, Anambra State Traditional Rulers’ Council and Obi of 
Onitsha, Igwe Alfred Achebe, Anambra state Governor, Prof Charles Soludo during the 
2.17km Niger Bridge road in Ontisha.

I’m suffering over Naira scarcity, my family cannot cook 
– Orji Uzor Kalu

F
ormer Governor of  
Abia state and sena-
tor representing Abia 

North in the national as-
sembly, Orji Uzor Kalu has 
said that he and his family 
are suffering over the Naira 
redesign and cashless poli-
cy.

Appearing on a Chan-
nels Television program on 

Monday, February 20, Orji 
Uzor Kalu claimed that his 
family can no longer cook 
over the policy.

He said; “You can see the 
policy is right but I don’t 
keep money in my house. I 
am suffering.

 “The other day, my 
house manager told my 
wife in Abuja that we have 

no money to cook food. My 
wife was virtually roaming 
around and we feed over 
250 people every day. It is a 
problem to me and to every-
body.”

Reacting to President Mu-
hammadu Buhari’s directive 
for the Central Bank of  Ni-
geria to make N200 notes 
circulate until the eve of  

the March 11 governorship 
election, Kalu said;

“This is why if  I am in 
the position of  the Mr Pres-
ident as I have told you be-
fore, I will listen to the Su-
preme Court judgment. 

“The Supreme Court to 
me, whether they are right 
or wrong, Mr President 
should obey the law and 
ask his Attorney General to 
put a review to the Supreme 
Court.”

by prominent figures such 
as the ADC National Chair-
man, Chief  Raphael Nwo-
su, BoT Chairman,Dr Mani 
Ibrahim Ahmed and Prof  
Pat Utomi.

The ADC’s endorsement 
is expected to give a signif-
icant boost to the Obi/Dat-
ti campaign, as the party 
boasts a significant follow-
ing in certain parts of  the 
country.

D
r. Oby Ezekwesili, 
a former education 
minister, has criti-

cized the Central Bank of  
Nigeria’s (CBN) Naira swap 
program.

Ezekwesili charged that 
the Federal Government 
was using the CBN to pur-
sue political “criminals it 
knows” rather than focusing 
on fiscal and monetary pol-
icy.

She made the statement 
in a television programmea 

special election program, on 
Sunday.

 “But there’s a second 
thing that we seem to be 
solving for, which has now 
taken ascendancy over the 
monetary policy. We are us-
ing the Central Bank to solve 
the problem of  criminality in 

our politics,” she stated.
She went on to say that 

what the CBN has done has 
agitated citizens, poor ladies 
in the market, and those just 
scraping by, and that they 
are now struggling as a re-
sult of  the criminality in the 
country’s politics.

DSS detain Fr. Abraham Nwali, SSA
to Ebonyi State Governor

T
he Ebonyi state de-
partment of  state se-
curity DSS has report-

edly detained Fr.Abraham 
Nwali a senior special advis-
er to Dave Umahi governor 
of  Ebonyi State.

Fr. Abraham Nwali the 
SSA to Dave Umahi on Re-
ligious and Welfare Matters 
was picked up by the DSS 
on his way to CBN to depos-
it a very huge sum of  money.

According to the reports, 
the DSS is demanding an 
explanation on how he 
came about such large sum 

of  money in a billion worth 
and why he waited to depos-
it the money till this time.

Also according to an ex-
planation he gave to DSS, he 
said that the money generat-
ed and owned by the Catho-
lic Diocese of  Abakaliki.

Also when contacted,the 
Bishop, of  Abakaliki Catho-
lic Diocese ,Dr Peter Chuk-
wu disowned such a claim, 
saying that the Father is a 
politician and doesn’t have 
access to the treasury of  the 
Diocese. He was then held 
back in detention.

NNPC’s Mele Kyari apologises to Nigerians

T
he Nigerian National 
Petroleum Company 
(NNPC) Limited says 

it has put in place a “robust” 
plan for the supply of  Pre-
mium Motor Spirit (PMS), 
also known as petrol, from 
mid-February to March.

The company’s Chief  
Corporate Communications 
Officer, Garba Deen Mu-
hammad, in a statement on 
Monday, noted that the plan 
is part of  its concerted efforts 
to sustain the supply of  petro-
leum products nationwide.

“Latest updates released on 
Monday show that NNPC 
Limited has a total of  1.805 

billion litres of  PMS stock, 
representing 805.35 million 
litres in all the land depots 
nationwide and 1,000.20 
million litres on marine ves-
sels, which is equivalent to 
30.09 days sufficiency,” the 
statement reads in part.

“An additional PMS sup-
ply of  884 Million Liters is 
also expected into the coun-
try by 28th February, 2023.

“For March 2023, a total 
of  2.3 billion litres of  PMS 
is expected into the country, 
while about 2.5billion litres, 
which is equivalent to 42 
days sufficiency, will be the 
closing stock for the month 

Says 1.8bn litres of  fuel available for Feb, March under review.”
NNPC assured motorists 

that it has adequate and suffi-
cient volumes on all land de-
pots as well as marine vessels.

The company added that, 
as the provider of  energy 
security for the country, it 
would continue to sustain 
availability of  petroleum 
products across the country.

Earlier this month, the 
Group CEO, NNPCL, Mele 
Kyari, apologised to Nigeri-
ans for the months of  pains 
caused by the persistent na-
tionwide fuel scarcity, assur-
ing the public that the “glitch” 
would be resolved.

Asked to specify when 
Nigerians will begin to see a 
turnaround, Kyari expressed 
a strong belief  that the relief  
will be be felt “within the next 
one week.”

“I’m not saying that you’re 
going to have zero queues 
within the next one week,” he 
added. “No, I can’t guaran-
tee that because a number of  
things are out of  our control.”

The NNPC boss explained 
that market forces will de-
termine how quickly the sit-
uation is resolved, but in his 
view, the country is going to 
see substantial and relative 
ease in the next one week 
compared to the situation at 
present.

T
he Kaduna, Kogi 
and Zamfara state 
governments have 

filed a contempt proceed-
ing against the Attorney 
General of  the Federation, 
Abubakar Malami and 
the Governor of  Central 
Bank of  Nigeria, Godwin 
Emefiele, for failing to com-
ply with the order of  the Su-
preme Court suspending the 

ban on the old N200, N500 
and N1, 000 notes.

A fresh proceeding was 
filed before the Supreme 
Court on Tuesday.

The three state govern-
ments had initially filed 
a suit against the Federal 
Government and the CBN 
on February 3 over the naira 
redesign policy.
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Editorial

uring the 36th Ordinary Session of Dthe African Union (AU) held in 
Addis Ababa, African leaders have 

indeed prioritized the most significant 
questions especially those including peace 
and security necessary for sustainable 
development, halting the frequency of 
military's appearance unto the political scene 
and consolidating continental efforts for 
improving intra-African trade and economic 
development.

Under the eagis and guidance of the 
African Union, the continental organization 
which unites African countries, it is atmost 
important to continue making its tireless 
efforts and operate, keep in mind, the deeply-
held wisdom – the principle of “African 
solutions to African problems” – especially 
during this current time of geopolitical 
changes sweeping across the world. It is well-
known that a number of external countries 
are using Africa to achieve geopolitical goals, 
sowing seeds of  confrontation which 
threatens African unity. In March 2022, 
Africa was sharply divided over resolutions at 
the United Nations.

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, the Federal 
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia (FDRE), 
interestingly used the phrase – “African 
solutions to African problems” – seven times 
during his speech delivered on February 18. 
Besides that, he further offered the 
suggestion that existing conflicts and 
disputes on the continent, it necessary to 
mobilize collective efforts to resolve them 
and “must be confined to this continent and 
quarantined from the contamination of non-
African interference.”

Strengthening African unity has long 
been a sought-after goal that has never been 
fully achieved. The challenges to achieving 
integration are to expand trade among 
African countries, build more roads and other 
badly-needed infrastructure, and reform 
regional institutions. He emphasized, 
however, that while leaders are looking for 
external investment, much should be based 
on practical and valuable investment, and 
that Africa needs to improve its economy. 
Therefore, Africa has to look towards 
direction of attaining economic sovereignty.

Continental food security and food 
sovereignty is one such issue. Without 
mincing words, Abiy Ahmed said “While the 
principle of African Solutions to African 
Problems is widely raised in the scope of 
conflict, it is imperative that we begin to 
extend this principle to a wide range of peace 
and security issues. Our continent is not only 
well able to feed itself, but can become a 
bread basket of the world. With 65% of the 
world's remaining uncultivated arable land in 
our backyards, we need to critically assess 
why one third of the hungry people in the 
world are in our continent.”

In addition to above, he called upon the 
African Union and development partners to 
offering investment support in unleashing 

this potential that exist for possible 
production in Africa. “Sadly, the principle of 
African Solutions to African Problems is not 
a silver bullet to address all challenges, 
because not all our problems are the products 
of our own making,” according to Prime 
Minister Ahmed.

The challenge of climate change is a case 
in point. Global meetings on climate change 
are rich with the rhetoric of climate justice, 
t h e  j u s t  t r a n s i t i o n ,  c o m m o n  b u t 
differentiated responsibilities of parties. 
These talks, however, are hardly ever backed 
up with action. And Africa cannot wait.

The 2023 Dakar Declaration on Food 
Sovere ignty  and  Res i l i ence  r ight ly 
acknowledged the continental awakening 
that 'it is time for Africa to feed itself and 
fully unlock its agriculture potential to feed 
the world' – reminding what is necessary 
steps are Africans have to take towards its 
long-term solution.

There are still more to that. In fact Africa 
should adopt, at least, a leading unified voice 
for a better world in a lot of ways. Its 
collective voice directed increasingly at 
resolving their differences by peaceful means. 
The African continent is fast-tracking the 
establishment and implementation of a rules-
based system of  trade governance that 
promises to create the world's largest free 
trade area.

Worth noting further that African 
countries are engaged in environmental 
conservation, reforestation and massive 
investment in the generation of clean energy 
from hydro sources. In short, Africa is 
leading the world in areas that matter for all 
humanity and it is time for Africa's 
leadership role to be recognized and 
institutionalized.

Senegalese President and Former AU 
Chairperson Macky Sall together with 
African Union Commission's executive 
leader Moussa Faki Mahamat, and now 
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed have strongly 
been advocating, using again this summit 
opportunity, Africa's inclusion on foreign 
bodies. They are lending their voices yet 
again for Africa to be represented on the UN 
Security Council with, at least, one 
permanent seat and double non-permanent 
seats. It also needs to have proportionate 
representation at the G7, the G20 and similar 
international institutions.

The African Union is headquartered in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Its vision is focused 
on an integrated, prosperous and peaceful 
Africa, driven by its own citizens and 
representing a dynamic force in the global 
arena. It has designed a continental 
development programme, referred to as the 
AU Agenda 2063, which is  Africa's 
development blueprint to achieve inclusive 
and sustainable socio-economic development 
over a 50-year period.

We therefore urge African leaders to do 
more towards strengthening African unity 
and peaceful coexistence.
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Opinion

he Supreme Court last week Tcame down hard on some 
Nigerians who had been 

criticising its recent judgments, 
particularly those which affirmed a 
former Governor of  the Akwa Ibom 
State, Senator Godswill Akpabio, and 
the Senate President, Dr. Ahmad 
Lawan, as senatorial candidates of  
the All Progressives Congress (APC) 
in the February 25 elections.

It also warned purveyors of  such 
attacks on the judiciary and Chief  
Justice of  Nigeria (CJN), Justice 
Olukayode Ariwoola, to desist and 
channel such energies to political 
parties which “fail to organise 
themselves well.”

The Director of  Press and 
Information at the Supreme Court, 
Dr. Festus Akande, who issued the 
warning in a statement titled, 'Be 
mindful of  unwarranted attacks on 
judicial officers', said over 600 cases 
have so far gone to court from just 
p a r t y  p r i m a r i e s,  w h i c h  we r e 
conducted by political parties without 
any encumbrance or interference 
from any external bodies.

It noted that if  political parties 
conduct themselves well and orderly, 
the courts will handle fewer cases, and 
the political atmosphere would be 
much healthier than it is currently.

The apex court singled out a 
United States-based Professor, 
Farooq Kperogi and a group, which 
identified itself  as the Progressive 
Minds Forum as the purveyors of  
such attacks.

“In an ineptly scripted toxic 
article, one Farooq Adamu Kperogi, 
who described himself  as a Nigerian-
American Professor, decided to 
plunge into an abysmal pit of  
irredeemable ignorance by venting 
convoluted anger on Supreme Court 
Justices with a view to pleasing his 
paymasters.

“Certainly, every Nigerian 
citizen has an inalienable right to 
express his or her opinion without any 
encumbrance; but even in the course 
of  expressing such fundamental right, 
we should be circumspect enough to 
observe the caution gate of  self-
control in order not to infringe on 
another person's right.

“Even in a state of  emotional 
d isequi l ibr ium,  we should  be 
reasonable enough to make a good 
choice of  decent words, as every word 
employed by the pen-happy Kperogi 
only succeeded in portraying the kind 
of  vacuum that sign-posts all that he 
has as academic accomplishment,” 
the statement explained.

But in a swift response, Kperogi 
said he had never heard of  the 
Supreme Court of  any country 
responding to the criticism of  its 
judgment by singling out a private 
individual who called them out.

“Well, the fact that they had a 
need to isolate my criticism and pour 
such venom on me shows that I hit 
them at the right spot, that I exposed 
an uncomfortable truth about them 
that they'd thought had been hidden 
from public knowledge, which is 
basically that most of  them are 
r a p a c i o u s ,  u n p r i n c i p l e d , 
conscienceless, and cash-and-carry 
judges who sell 'justice” to the highest 
bidder.'”

Many other Nigerians have also 
faulted the court for attempting to gag 
the media and the public from 
subjecting its judgments to public 
scrutiny, adding that judgments, 
especially those that impact on public 
policy, political processes and good 
governance are supposed to be 
analysed on how they affect the 
people, organisations and society.

Those who spoke to Thisday 
anonymously blamed the apex court 
for being responsible for the angry 
reactions from Nigerians, describing 
its verdicts as incongruous and 

inconsistent with set precedents. 
They also expressed reservations over 
the court's decision to publicly 
respond to criticisms of  its judgments.

The apex court had come under 
attacks over its recent judgments. The 
one that led the pack was the Bashir 
Machina and Senator Lawan's case.

Trouble started when on May 
28, 2022, APC conducted a primary 
election to determine the senatorial 
candidate for Yobe North Senatorial 
District and Machina participated. 
Lawan did not because he contested 
for the party's presidential ticket and 
lost to Senator Bola Tinubu.

After the primary, Machina was 
declared the winner. But surprisingly, 
APC later cancelled the primary on 
the alleged grounds that the person 
that conducted/monitored the 
primary election was not nominated 
by the National Working Committee 
(NWC).

On June 9, 2022, APC's NWC 
conducted another primary election. 
This time around, Machina did not 
participate. But Lawan participated 
and was declared the winner.

Thereafter, Machina dragged 
both his party and INEC to court, 
asking the court to declare him as the 
authentic senatorial candidate.  In 
September 2022, a Federal High 
Court in Damaturu, the Yobe State 
capital, declared him as the winner 
and ordered both the APC and INEC 
to recognise him as the candidate.

When Lawan appealed the 
judgment, the Court of  Appeal in 
Abuja affirmed Machina as the 
authentic candidate.

Machina had gone to court by 
way of  originating summons because 
a Practice Direction by the Chief  
Judge of  the Federal High Court in 
July 2022 required that. But the 
Supreme Court ruled that he ought 
not  to  have  used  or ig ina t ing 
summons since he was alleging fraud 
against his party.

Many had faulted the Supreme 
Court judgment for ignoring the 
meri ts  of  the  case  and us ing 
technicality to arrive at its decision. 
Even if  he participated in another 
primary and won, was the said 
primary ordered by a court as 
required by the law? How can Lawan 
be allowed to flagrantly abuse the 
Electoral Act, which he enacted?” a 
Senior Advocate of  Nigeria (SAN), 
queried.

They also faulted the apex court 
when in its reaction to the criticism 
that trailed the judgment put the 
blame at the door steps of  political 
parties which it said “failed to 
o r g a n i s e  t h e m s e l ve s  we l l  b y 
managing their internal wrangling 
maturely and now choose to bring 
themselves to the court.”

They noted that since politicians 
and political parties can never 
organise themselves or manage their 
in te r na l  wrang l ing  mature ly, 
Nigerians expect the courts whip 
them into line by teaching them a 
lesson.

The senior lawyer referred to the 
unprecedented audacious judgment 
of  the Supreme Court in the Rotimi 
Amaechi vs INEC case, which was 
aimed at teaching politicians and 
political parties a lesson.

In the case, the Supreme Court 
on October  25,  2007,  sacked 
Celestine Omehia from office, 
affirming Amaechi as the winner in 
which he did not campaign. In the 
reasons issued on January 18, 2008 by 
Justice George Oguntade, who 
delivered the lead judgment with 
which all six other justices on the 
panel concurred, said: “the sum total 
of  the recent decisions of  this court is 
that the court must move away from 
the era when adjudicatory power of  
the  cour t  was  h indered  by  a 
c o n s t r a i n i n g  a d h e r e n c e  t o 
technicalities. This often results in the 
loser in a civil case taking home all the 

laurels while the supposed winner 
goes home in a worse situation than 
when he approached the court.”

Another Justice on the panel, 
Olayiwola Aderemi,  added: “The 
judgments of  this court must not be 
final only in name, but must be seen 
to be really final in the sense that 
they have legal bite that makes the 
judgments truly conclusive. All 
issues that will make its judgments 
reasonable and conclusive must be 
clearly addressed by the Supreme 
Court. This court has a standing and 
rigid invitation to do substantial 
justice to all matters brought before 
it. Justice to be dispensed by this 
court must not be allowed to be 
inhibited by any paraphernalia of  
technicalities.”

Another senior lawyer, who 
commented, wondered why the 
apex court relied on technicalities in 
the Lawan's case. He insisted that 
the public would only stop to 
criticise Supreme Court's judgments 
when such judgments are generally 
perceived as faultless.

Whichever way it is viewed, 
last week's warning by the Supreme 
Court to those criticising its 
judgments is an attempt to gag and 
intimidate the media and public 
from subjecting its judgements 
related to public policy, political 
processes and good governance to 
public scrutiny.

For many Nigerians, there is no 
better way to reflect on last week's 
reaction by the Supreme Court to 
the criticisms that have trailed its 
recent judgments than to remember 
the famous words of  the late Major 
General Mamman Vatsa who was 
sentenced to death for allegedly 
planning a coup against his bosom 
friend, General Ibrahim Babangida 
in 1986.

Af ter  the  judgment  that 
condemned the accused coupists to 
death by the chairman of  the 
military tribunal, Major General 
Charles B. Ndiomu, Vatsa made a 
brief  statement. “…if  you throw 
stones at yourself, people will join 
you.” His reaction was a coded 
message to his friend, Babangida: 
“We came from the same town, we 
grew up together, went to school 
together; we are more like brothers, 
watching each other's back; by 
harming me, you will ultimately 
harm yourself  because when the 
sharks come visiting, I wouldn't be 
there for you.”

Whatever his reaction meant, 
throwing stones at oneself  could 
imply lack of  confidence, disdain for 
s e l f ,  absence  o f  s e l f -wor th , 
despondency, inferiority complex 
and all words that define someone 
who sees himself  as scum and the 
wretched of  the earth. People will 
accept you for what you present 
yourself  to be.

When applied to the reaction 
of  the Supreme Court last week, 
many can say that the apex court 
and some of  its justices keep 
throwing an avalanche of  stones at 
discerning Nigerians, thinking that 
they are fools.

The Supreme Court last week 
came hard on some Nigerians who 
had been criticising its recent 
judgments, particularly those which 
affirmed a former Governor of  the 
Akwa Ibom Sta te,  Godswi l l 
Akpabio, and Senate President, 
A h m a d  L a w a n ,  s e n a t o r i a l 
candidates of  the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) in the February 25, 
elections.

It also warned purveyors of  
such attacks on the judiciary and 
Chief  Justice of  Nigeria (CJN), 
Justice Olukayode Ariwoola, to 
desist and channel such energies to 
political parties which “fail to 
organise themselves well.”

The Director of  Press and 
Information at the Supreme Court, 
Dr. Festus Akande, who issued the 

warning in a statement titled, 'Be 
mindful of  unwarranted attacks on 
judicial officers', said over 600 cases 
have so far gone to court from just 
par ty  p r imar ies  which  were 
conducted by political parties 
without any encumbrance or 
interference from any external 
bodies.

The apex court added that if  
political parties fail to organise 
themselves well by managing their 
internal wrangling maturely and 
now choose to bring themselves to 
the court, it is duty-bound to 
adjudicate in accordance with the 
provisions of  the law and not the 
dictates of  any individual or deity.

It noted that if  political parties 
conduct themselves well  and 
orderly, the courts will handle fewer 
cases, and the political atmosphere 
would be much healthier than it is 
currently.

But many Nigerians are not 
convinced with the explanation of  
the court. They faulted the court for 
attempting to gag the media and 
public from subjecting its judgments 
to public scrutiny, adding that 
judgements especially those that 
impart on public policy, political 
processes and good governance are 
supposed to be analysed on how 
they affect the people, organisations 
and society.

Those who spoke to Thisday 
on account of  anonymity, blamed 
the court for being responsible for 
the angry reactions it is getting from 
Nigerians, describing its verdicts as 
incongruous and inconsistent with 
rea l i ty.  They a lso  expressed 
reservations over the cour t 's 
decision to publicly respond to 
criticisms of  its judgement. They 
n o t e d  t h a t  s o m e t i m e s ,  t h e 
judgments help to fuel impunity 
instead of  eradicating it.

The apex court had come 
under attacks over its judgments 
lately. The one that led to the pack is 
the Bashir Machina and Ahmad 
Lawan case.

Recall that during the APC 
primary election held on May 28, 
2022, Machina emerged winner 
while Lawan contested and lost the 
party's presidential ticket to Senator 
Bola Tinubu.

Weeks after, Machina was 
reportedly asked to step down for 
Lawan but he insisted that he was 
the rightful candidate. He later cried 
out that the Senate president and 
some forces were trying to clinch the 
ticket from him.

Amid the outburst, the APC 
submitted Lawan's name to the 
INEC as its candidate, leaving the 
confused electoral body with no 
choice but to leave the senatorial 
district candidacy empty when it 
released the full list of  candidates 
across the country

Thereafter, Machina dragged 
both his party and INEC to court, 
asking the court to declare him as 
the authentic senatorial candidate.  
In September 2022, a Federal High 
Court in Damaturu, the Yobe State 
capital, declared him as the winner 
and ordered both the APC and 
INEC to recognise him as the 
candidate.

When Lawan appealed the 
judgement, the Court of  Appeal in 
Abuja affirmed Machina as the 
authentic candidate.

Talking about the originating 
summons upon which the Supreme 
Court dismissed Machina's case, he 
sued based on originating summons 
because a Practice Direction by the 
Chief  Judge of  the Federal High 
Court in July 2022 required that. If  
he failed to comply, the court and 
Court of  Appeal would have 
declined his case. But the Supreme 
Court punished him for complying 
with the rules of  court applicable 
when he sued. To achieve that, a 

five-person panel of  the court 
effectively overruled the long-
established precedent which only a 
seven-person panel can.

Many had faulted the Supreme 
Court judgement because they 
could not understand how Lawan 
who did not participate or win the 
primary could be declared the 
authentic candidate. Even if  he 
participated in another primary and 
won, was the said primary ordered 
by a court? How can Lawan be 
allowed to flagrantly abuse the 
E l e c t o r a l  A c t  w h i c h  h e 
superintended its enactment? The 
Electoral Act specifically forbids 
that nobody can participate in two 
different positions in same election 
and the Supreme Court glossed over 
all that and decided the way it did.“

They also faulted the apex 
court when in its reaction to the 
criticism that trailed the judgement 
put the blame at the door steps of  
political parties which it said “failed 
to organise themselves well by 
managing their internal wrangling 
maturely and now choose to bring 
themselves to the court.”

T h e y  n o t e d  t h a t  s i n c e 
politicians and political parties can 
never organise themselves or 
manage their internal wrangling 
maturely, Nigerians expect the 
courts come down hard on them by 
teaching them a lesson.

T h e y  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e 
u n p r e c e d e n t e d  a u d a c i o u s 
judgement of  the Supreme Court in 
the Rotimi Amaechi vs INEC case, 
which has still not taught politicians 
and political parties any lesson.

In the case, the Supreme Court 
on October 25, 2007, sacked 
Celestine Omehia from office, 
affirming Amaechi as the winner in 
which he did not campaign. In the 
reasons issued on January 18, 2008 
by Justice George Oguntade, who 
delivered the lead judgement with 
which all six other justices on the 
panel concurred, said: “the sum 
total of  the recent decisions of  this 
court is that the court must move 
a w a y  f r o m  t h e  e r a  w h e n 
adjudicatory power of  the court was 
h i n d e r e d  b y  a  c o n s t r a i n i n g 
adherence to technicalities. This 
often results in the loser in a civil 
case taking home all the laurels 
while the supposed winner goes 
home in a worse situation than 
when he approached the court.”

Olayiwola Aderemi, another 
Justice on the panel, added: “The 
judgements of  this court must not be 
final only in name, but must be seen 
to be really final in the sense that 
they have legal bite that makes the 
judgments truly conclusive. All 
issues that will make its judgements 
reasonable and conclusive must be 
clearly addressed by the Supreme 
Court. This court has a standing and 
rigid invitation to do substantial 
justice to all matters brought before 
it. Justice to be dispensed by this 
court must not be allowed to be 
inhibited by any paraphernalia of  
technicalities.”

“So why did the court not 
move away from the era when 
adjudicatory power of  the court was 
h i n d e r e d  b y  a  c o n s t r a i n i n g 
adherence to technicalities in the 
Lawan's case? Why did the court not 
address all the issues that will make 
its judgements reasonable and 
conclusive in the case? Why did the 
court not deploy its standing and 
rigid invitation to do substantial 
justice to the case?. Why did it allow 
i tsel f  to  be inhibi ted by the 
paraphernalia of  technicalities to 
dispense justice in the case?”, asked 
one of  the many analysts.
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Right left on white: Chairman, Anambra State Traditional Rulers’ Council and Obi of Onitsha, Igwe Alfred Achebe, Anambra State
 Governor, Prof Charles Soludo during the 2.17km Niger Bridge road in Ontisha.

Wike reacts to reports of his support for 
Tinubu’s presidential ambition

R
ivers state governor, 
Nyesom Wike has 
reiterated that he 

will never join the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC), 
despite its governors’ com-
mendable stance on zoning 
the presidency to the South. 

Wike, who described the 
insinuations that he will 
defect to the APC as spec-
ulative, maintained that 
he remains an unrepent-
ant member of  the Peoples 

Democratic Party (PDP). 
Governor Wike stated these 
at the 114th quarterly gen-
eral meeting of  the Rivers 
State Council of  Traditional 
Rulers in Port Harcourt, the 
State capital on Monday.

He informed the council 
ahead of  Saturday’s presi-
dential election that he will 
be voting for only the candi-
date that can guarantee the 
unity of  the country.

Wike said: “I am not a 

member of  APC and I will 
not be. But, they have made 
me to recognize that they are 
the heroes of  this country.

“The governors came out 
to say look, for the unity 
of  this country, presidency 
should go to the south. The 
governors of  APC said the 
way the county is, they want 
the unity of  this country and 
therefore, the presidency 
should go to the South.

“They could have as well 

said no, it doesn’t matter. As 
Governors we have the num-
ber. We can still say it should 
remain where it should re-
main. But they didn’t do that. 
They said the way we are 
seeing this country we want 
everybody to be together.

“Let no one say because I 
have the population, there-
fore, you will continue to 
dominate. In dominating 
you need peace, without 
peace you cannot govern.

Police deploy anti-riot teams
around Umuahia banks
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

T
o prevent breakdown 
of  law and order, Abia 
State Police Com-

mand has deployed anti-riot 
Policemen around banks in 
Umuahia, State capital.

The deployment is in re-
sponse to ever increasing 
number of  angry customers 
who mill around bank prem-
ises daily, in search of  new 
naira notes. It may also be 
a proactive move in prevent-
ing the burning down of  any 
bank, as being experienced 
in some parts of  the nation 
since last week.

Checks around Library 
avenue popularly known 
as (bank road) which hosts  
most of  the banks’ branch-
es in the capital city showed 

that the facilities  were occu-
pied by stern looking anti-ri-
ot police officers.

Bank road which hosts 
more than 10 banks, also 
hosts  Abia State government 
House, Abia State Ministry 
of  Finance, Abia State Plan-
ning Commission, Office 
of  Head of  Service, State 
library board hotels etc, has 
was crowded by over 11,000 
bank customers struggling to 
gain entrance into bank halls.

The situation caused heavy 
gridlock around bank road, 
Aba road, Umudike junction 
and Okpara square, forcing 
some passengers in vehicles 
to alight and trek.

While some of  the Police-
men kept watch at in front of  
bank gates to ensure orderli-
ness, other officers remained 
alert in their vehicles.

I, my wife, children, Pastors ‘ll vote Peter Obi
– Apostle Suleman
F

ounder and presi-
dent of  Omega Fire 
Ministries, Apostle 

Johnson Suleman on Sun-
day declared that he and his 
household will be casting 
their vote for the presiden-
tial candidate of  the Labour 
Party (LP) come Saturday’s 
presidential election.

He made the disclosure 
while delivering a sermon on 
Sunday monitored by Van-
guard on the church’s You-
tube page, Celebration TV.

The renowned clergyman 
who revealed that every of  
his family members and pas-
tors are all Obidients (a nick-
name for supporters of  Peter 
Obi) was cheered by his con-
gregants after he made the 
utterance.

Speaking on how Nigeri-
ans have been battling with 
the scarcity of  new naira 
notes, Apostle Suleman ar-
gues that Nigerians are only 
victims of  two-fighting. He 
explained his position using 
a parable – he claimed he 

heard the story from a ‘mad-
man’.

His words: “All of  them 
(political parties) came to-
gether to chase out one man, 
they collapsed their structure 
and gave it to one man, they 
sponsored him with money 
that they kept at home, they 
didn’t take the money from 
the bank, it was at home they 
kept it, they sponsored him 
and on an inaugural day, the 
first thing the man said was 
that I am for everybody and 
I am for no one. 

That should have told 
them that this is not a relia-
ble person, this is an ingrate, 
all of  them came together 
again and supported him a 
second time, not knowing 
that this person never had 
them in mind.

“Now the person came 
back and the first thing he 
said he wants is that they 
don’t want vote buying, for 
people to agree to sell their 
vote it was because you 
made them poor… You 

know who you’re targetting 
why drag all of  us into your 
fight? Some governors are 
now crying that the policy is 
harsh on Nigerians.

They’re saying we should 
obey the rule of  law, did 

they obey the court when 
the Supreme Court ruled 
that Nnamdi Kanu should 
be released?”

“Don’t plan your political 
life around someone who 
is ungrateful, he will retire 

you. In Omega Fire Min-
istries, God has blessed us, 
no matter the economy of  
the forest, a Lion cannot eat 
grass. .. use this anger to vote 
against this wickedness. My 
wife, myself, and children 

we’re fully Obidients, we’re 
not those who make noise 
on social media, we work in 
the background, and we are 
fully in support… if  you like 
vote insecurity, tribalism, 
bigotry, or ethnicity.”

I’m ready to sacrifice my Senatorial ambition for Peter Obi to win 
– Governor Ortom

O
ur reporter| Benue 
state governor, Sam-
uel Ortom, on Mon-

day declared that he is ready 
to sacrifice his senatorial 
ambition in the National 
Assembly elections this Sat-
urday, if  it will ensure the 
victory of  the presidential 
candidate of  Labour Party, 
Peter Obi.

Ortom, a member of  the 
Peoples Democratic Par-
ty (PDP), is contesting the 
election in the Benue North-
West senatorial district.

He endorsed Peter Obi 
in January after months of  
refusal to support the PDP 
presidential candidate, Ati-
ku Abubakar.

The Benue governor re-
iterated his support for Obi 
while addressing members 
of  the Igbo community in 
the state.

“For me, it’s not even that 
I’m contesting an election. 
Yes, the form was bought for 
me by the people of  Benue 
State. I’ve gone round; they 
have accepted that they will 
vote for me,” he said.

 “But if  I’m to sacrifice my 
senatorial ambition for Peter 
Obi to win, so shall it be,” 
he told the crowd to loud 
cheers.

“I know that if  [any group 
of] people are connected in 
this world, they are the Igbo. 
This is the opportunity you 
have to say that an Igbo man 
from the South-East is presi-
dent,” he added.

Ortom identified with 
those who believed in the 
unity of  Nigeria and work-
ing together, saying it was 
for this reason that he ac-
commodates everybody.

“So, let us not miss this 

opportunity that God him-
self  is providing. The youth 
have told me, my own peo-
ple have told me – stake-
holders here, traditional 
rulers, party people across 
party lines. Obi’s matter is 
not about APC or PDP or 
SDP or any other party. It’s 
about Nigeria.”

Speaking to the crowd, he 
told them that they have the 
population, adding that they 
should thank God for “what 
is unfolding”.

He described Obi as a spe-
cies that is not bound by eth-
nicity.

“That is why when I hear 
some prominent Igbo per-
sonalities castigating Peter 
Obi for contesting the elec-
tion – is it not you people 
that have been saying you 
have been marginalised 
since after the war?

“The opportunity has 
come today and you’re still 
complaining. What do you 
want?! What are you look-
ing for?

“The whole country – 
North, South, East, and 
West – are saying Peter Obi, 
and you hear some peo-
ple say, ‘We don’t want it.’ 
Haba! Those people should 
be outcasts.”
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APGA leadership tussle:
Supreme Court fixes March
24 for ruling

T
he Supreme Court, on 
Monday, fixed March 
24 to decide on the 

leadership crisis rocking the 
All Progressives Grand Alli-
ance (APGA).

A five-member panel of  
the apex court adjourned to 
rule on a motion that was 
brought before it by a fac-
tional National Chairman 
of  the party, Chief  Edozie 
Njoku.

A five-member panel of  
the apex court adjourned to 

rule on a motion that was 
brought before it by a fac-
tional National Chairman 
of  the party, Chief  Edozie 
Njoku.

Njoku had in an appli-
cation he filed through his 
team of  lawyers led by Mr. 
Chike Onyemenam, SAN, 
urged the apex court to cor-
rect a typographical error in 
its judgment, which he said 
wrongly handed the leader-
ship of  the party to Chief  
Victor Oye.



CBN to inject over N700bn new
notes into circulation, February 
ending

2023: The Economist endorses Peter Obi

News

South African Mbeki leads Commonwealth
observers to Nigeria’s 2023 general elections
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E
x-president of  South 
Africa, Thabo Mbeki, 
has led a team of  

Commonwealth election 
observers to Nigeria ahead 
of  the country’s presidential 
election scheduled for Satur-
day, February 25, 2023.

The group is expected to 
receive briefings from elec-
toral authorities, political 
parties, the media, and civil 
society organisations repre-
senting women, youth, and 
people with disabilities be-
fore elections are conducted. 

The briefings will allow 
the group to have a better 

understanding of  the coun-
try’s situation ahead of  the 
elections.

Mbeki, during his address 
at a press conference in Abu-
ja on Saturday, appealed to 
the country’s political par-
ties, candidates and their 
supporters to play their part 
in ensuring peaceful, trans-
parent and credible elec-
tions.

He described the much an-
ticipated 2023 general elec-
tions as the “Africa’s largest 
democratic exercise” which 
are not only crucial to Ni-
gerians, but to Africans at 

large. 
“This month’s elections 

will be Africa’s largest dem-
ocratic exercise. The out-
comes of  the elections will 
be significant not only for 
Nigeria, but also for the en-
tire continent.

“Therefore, we urge all 
stakeholders in Nigeria to 
uphold their commitment 
to ensure a peaceful and in-
clusive election in which the 
people of  Nigeria are able to 
freely exercise their right to 
vote, with the fundamental 
freedoms of  expression, as-
sociation and assembly fully 

respected,” Mbeki said. 
The former South Af-

rica’s leader added, “Our 
mandate is to observe and 
assess the pre-election peri-
od, activities on polling day 
and the post-election period. 
Throughout, we will consid-
er all factors relating to the 
credibility of  the electoral 
process. 

“We will assess whether 
the elections are conducted 
according to the standards 
for democratic elections to 
which Nigeria has commit-
ted itself. As we undertake 
this assessment and conduct 

A 
week before the 
country’s make-or-
mar election, the 

Economist Newspaper has 
endorsed the Labour Party 
(LP), presidential candidate, 
Peter Obi, describing him as 
the best choice for Nigeria.

In an article in its recent 
edition, titled ‘Nigeria des-
perately needs a new kind 
of  leadership’, the Lon-
don-based, highly respected 
publication said Obi diag-
noses the country’s failings 
more precisely than his ri-
vals.

According to the publica-
tion, the Labour party candi-
date has not explained much 
better how he would fix the 
problems.

“Obi, a sprightly 61-year-
old former state governor 
who is leading in the polls, 
offers an alternative,” the ar-
ticle read.

“Most striking, he has 
urged people not to vote 
along ethnic or religious 

The three neutralized gunmen who attempted attack on Awada Police State, Onitsha.

our duties, we will be objec-
tive, independent and impar-
tial.”

According to the country’s 
electoral body, Independent 
National Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC), an estimated 
93.4 million registered vot-
ers will be able to vote in 
176,846 polling units across 
Nigeria. 

Observers will be deployed 
across the country starting 
on Thursday to monitor 
pre-election preparations as 
well as voting, counting, and 
results processes at polling 
stations.

lines but to favour compe-
tence.

“Should they do so, it 
would mark a radical shift 
in Nigerian politics. He has 
also warned his supporters 
they should expect no mon-
ey in return for their votes.

“Obi talks of  supporting 
business, freer trade, and 
getting a grip on Nigeria’s 
mounting debts. He diag-
noses the country’s failings 
more precisely than his ri-
vals, though he is not much 
better at explaining how he 
would fix them. His prom-
ises to scrap the staggeringly 
wasteful petrol subsidy and 
rationalise the central bank’s 
many exchange rates are 
echoed by his opponents.

“Obi is not entirely a new 
broom. He was Abubakar’s 
vice-presidential run-
ning-mate in 2019 before 
switching parties. He has 
faced questions over unde-
clared offshore assets. (He 
says he earned the money 

The Chairperson will give 
an interim statement outlin-
ing the group’s preliminary 
assessment of  the electoral 
process at a press conference 
on February 27 in Abuja.

Following the elections, 
the group will submit its rec-
ommendations to Common-
wealth Secretary-General 
Patricia Scotland KC in the 
form of  a report.

She will send the report to 
INEC, the leaders of  the po-
litical parties contesting the 
elections, and all Common-
wealth governments, and the 
report will be made public.

in question before he took 
office as governor.) Even 
if  he wins, his Labour Par-
ty is very unlikely to gain a 
majority in the national as-
sembly, so governing will be 
hard.

“But he is the only candi-
date to offer Nigerians much 
hope of  change. In a country 
that has been badly and re-
peatedly failed by its leaders, 
he is easily the best choice.”

According to the publi-
cation, Nigeria has been 
cursed with bad rulers but 
Obi, a third-party presiden-
tial candidate, offers a meas-
ure of  hope.

“Africa’s most populous 
country is in desperate need 
of  it (hope). The econo-
my, the continent’s biggest, 
bursts with youthful poten-
tial — half  the country is 18 
years old or younger,” the 
newspaper said.

“A flourishing Nigeria 
would boost the whole of  
Africa. Instead, it is drag-

ging it down.
“Nigerians are poorer 

now than they were in 2015, 
when the outgoing Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari, 
took over.

“At least 60m (and ris-
ing) survive on less than the 
equivalent of  $2.15 per day. 
Buhari’s protectionist poli-
cies have made things worse.

“In addition, the country 
is beset by violence.”

The Economist described 
Bola Tinubu, presidential 
candidate of  the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC), 
as “an old-school politician 
who, at 70 years old, is un-
likely to shake things up”.

It also said Atiku 
Abubakar of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) is 
no better than Tinubu, add-
ing that the former vice-pres-
ident has grandiose ideas for 
industrialisation and one 
million new police officers 
but no plan for how to pay 
for them.

G
overnor of  the Cen-
tral Bank of  Nigeria 
(CBN), Mr. Godwin 

Emefiele, has assured that the 
apex bank would release be-
tween N700 to N800 billion 
into circulation before the 
end of  this month.

Emefiele gave this assur-
ance recently, at a meeting 
he had with President Mu-
hammadu Buhari alongside 
the House of  Representatives 
Committee on Naira Rede-
sign and Naira Swap led by 
its Leader, Ado Doguwa, at 
the Presidential Villa, Abuja.

This came as the President 
told the lawmakers that the 
cashless policy, though with 
pros and cons, has helped in 
curbing the challenge of  kid-
napping and some pockets 
of  corruption issues on the 
country. Emefiele, according 
to a release by a Presidential 
spokesman, Malam Garba 
Shehu, assured that the CBN 
would release the old N200 
into circulation as directed in 
his national broadcast.

According to him, the 
CBN boss who insisted that 
the country must go cash-
less because it was global 

and could be used to check 
corruption and resolve cer-
tain security issues, said the 
new currency to be released 
would be in excess of  what 
would be needed to run the 
economy. He stated emphat-
ically that it was not possible 
to put back more than N3 
trillion if  the economy was to 
be healthy.

Emefiele gave a firm prom-
ise that the Bank would not 
be a problem with elections, 
and they would be held suc-
cessfully as far as the Bank is 
concerned.

He added that senior of-
ficers at the CBN had all 
been sent out, complimented 
by “Super Agents,” to take 
new currencies to unbanked 
rural populations, expressing 
optimism that the problems 
he described as “temporary, 
passing” will go away in no 
distant future.

Emefiele also reported that 
he had met 15 top banks ear-
lier in the day in an effort to 
resolve prevailing problems 
and will do so again later in 
the evening, assuring that 
“we are at the end of  the 
problem.

… Says he’s only candidate who offers Nigerians hope

Ananbra Commissioner harps on 
importance of  2023 census
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
nambra State Com-
missioner for In-
formation, Sir Paul 

Nwosu has urged Journalists 
in the state to take the mes-
sage of  the importance of  
National Head Counts to the 
people of  the state.

He said that our people 
were not fully covered in the 
past versions of  the exercise 
because they took the event 
with levity and did not ac-
cord it the seriousness it de-
served hence we are being 
shortchanged in the distribu-
tion of  amenities. Sir Nwosu 

made this call at a 1-Day ca-
pacity building workshop for 
Journalists, on ‘Effective Re-
porting of  the 2023 Popula-
tion and Housing Census’ at 
the Industrial Training Fund 
(ITF), Awka which was held 
on Tuesday, February 21.

It was organized by the 
National Population Com-
mission (NPC). The com-
missioner admonished that, 
‘he that is counted will be 
he that will be provided 
for’. “The government of  
Anambra State realizes that 
census/headcount is very 
important hence the support 
of  the organization of  a pro-
gramme of  this sort.
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Controversy

thnic divisions and supremacy Econtests have been a challenge 
for Nigeria since the 1914 

amalgamation of  the Southern and 
Northern Protectorates by the British. 
H oweve r,  m a n y  a n a ly s t s  a r e 
unanimous in their view that the 
leadership style of  the President, 
Major General Muhammadu Buhari 
(retd), has worsened a bad situation. 
In addition to the challenges of  
insecurity, strained economy, and 
huge debt, one huge challenge the 
next president of  Nigeria will face is 
that of  eradicating the ethnic 
cankerworm.

Most Nigerians have grown up 
with the implantation that their ethnic 
group is superior to others. Nigeria is 
not alone in this. The greatest threat to 
world peace is the belief  that one's 
religion or culture is the best and that 
it must be foisted on others willy-nilly. 
It has been the biggest hindrance to 
Nigeria's unity and peace even from 
pre-independence days. Sometimes, it 
manifests in violence and bloodshed, 
but most times it manifests in hatred, 
intolerance and distrust, which are no 
less dangerous than physical violence.

Even from seemingly educated 
minds, you regularly hear egocentric 
comments like: “The Yoruba are the 
most civilised or most cultured in 
Nigeria,” “The Igbo are blessed by 
God and ahead of  others in Nigeria,” 
“The Hausa/Fulani are the most 
dignified people and blessed with the 
power to rule,” and “The Niger 
Deltans are the smartest people in 
Nigeria.” Those who say this usually 
castigate other ethnic groups as 
uncivilised, uncultured, uneducated, 
uncouth, dumb, and barbaric, while 
justifying it with a statement like: 
“This is a simple statement of  fact. I 
don't pander to sentiments. If  you 
don't accept it, then you don't like to 
hear the truth.”

Tribalists can pretend but can 
never hide. Their illness manifests at 
the least “provocation.” For when 
tribalists or sufferers of  xenophobia 
are offended by Dalung, they respond 
by attacking Dalung's people (village, 
town, state, ethnic group, country, 
race, continent, or religion). Their 
comments usually contain “You 

p e o p l e ”  w i t h  a  d e r o g a t o r y 
connotation.

But whatever Dalung has said or 
done was not a collective action of  the 
group he comes from. Everyone from 
that group cannot be like Dalung. 
Even if  there may be many from 
Dalung's ethnic group who act like 
him, there must be some others (even 
if  in the minority) who do not act like 
him. Tarring Dalung's group with the 
same brush is unjust, myopic, 
uncultured and uneducated, yet it is 
rife in Nigeria.

Education and travelling usually 
open people's eyes. An open mind 
makes one understand other people 
and see things from their perspectives. 
For  example,  a  c lose -minded 
Nigerian will think that the Hindu 
man in India is foolish for not killing 
the cow or eating its meat. Such a 
person would imagine how tasty and 
delicious the suya, kilishi, and pepper 
soup, made from beef, are, and then 
wonder why sane people should ever 
think of  denying themselves such.

In the same vein, a myopic 
Yoruba or Hausa who prostrates or 
kneels down to greet an elder would 
see an Igbo man or Efik man who 
stands to greet elders as lacking in 
respect, while the Igbo or Efik man 
would see such a Yoruba or Hausa as 
blasphemous for giving to a mortal an 
honour only reserved for God. To 
some Yoruba, greeting an elder 
without prostrating, kneeling or at 
least bowing or curtsying is a sign of  
ill-breeding. But to someone from the 
old Eastern Nigeria, such acts are 
reserved only for God. An elder is to 
be properly greeted, but prostrating or 
kneeling down is for God alone: not 
even a king deserves such divine 
courtesies.

Another example is the bride 
price. A Nigerian whose people don't 
pay any bride price to marry may look 
down on those who do so as buying 
their wives. But that is why cultures 
differ. For example, an Igbo woman 
whose bride price has not been paid 
feels miserable and cheap. She may 
have 10 children with the man, but in 
the eyes of  the man's kinsmen, the 
woman has not been married: the two 
are just cohabiting. It does not matter 

if  they are married in the registry or 
church. It doesn't even matter how 
much the bride price is: it can be 
N100. You can give your in-laws a 
car or a house, but if  you have not 
done the rite of  paying the bride 
price, all the children delivered by 
your so-called wife actually belong 
to her father, because you have not 
married her. Many believe that such 
rigorous practices in Nigerian 
cultural marriages make marriages 
more enduring.

Another example is the act of  
whipping a suitor by the Fulani. You 
may frown at it but that is their 
culture. To them, it is a noble part of  
their culture. They may actually 
look down at your so-called more 
civilised culture as that of  weaklings 
who cannot endure pain in a world 
filled with pain.

When people from outside 
Delta State, for example, hear that 
human beings eat starch, they may 
make a face. But starch is a delicacy, 
prepared specially and savoured by 
the people, especially with banga 
soup. You cannot teach people what 
to eat and what not to eat, as long as 
it is not human flesh.

What about those who eat dog 
meat or snake meat? Before you 
wince or sneer, ask yourself, is the 
meat poisonous to human beings? 
Just as you find beef  delicious, so do 
the Hindus find it a taboo. Just as 
you find pork tasty and healthy, so 
do Muslims and Jews find it 
abominable. The same thing applies 
to snails for some people.

The bottom line is that no 
culture is better than the other. 
People do certain things over the 
years which become part of  their 
culture. Some of  these things are not 
logical or explicable. But as long as 
these customs don't involve the 
taking of  human lives or the 
exploitation of  the weaker members 
of  society, it should be respected by 
people from outside that culture. 
Not doing so portrays one as 
uneducated and crude.

When the children of  the 
Yoruba, Hausa, Igbo, Tiv, Ijaw, or 
Urhobo play together, there are 
usually no barriers: no race, no 

ethnic group, no class, no religion. 
But as they grow, they are fed with 
prejudices and consciousness of  
race, religion, class etc. Some use 
this consciousness to achieve noble 
results; others use it to achieve 
ignoble results.

Here is where the next president 
o f  Niger ia  should  come in . 
Politicians have exploited the ethnic 
and religious divides for decades to 
achieve their narrow goals. To 
succeed and be a different president, 
the next president should act 
differently by making it clear in 
word and deed that all Nigerians are 
one and equal. Appointment of  
aides, siting of  projects, fighting of  
crime, etc, should never be done 
with any trace of  ethnic or religious 
preference or prejudice.

It will not be easy to eradicate 
t h e  e t h n i c  a n d  r e l i g i o u s 
cankerworm from the Nigerian 

blood stream, but if  the people see 
that the president is sincere and 
even-handed, they will adjust to the 
new reality. Most Nigerians will 
even be willing to help in killing that 
cankerworm anywhere it manifests, 
as long as they are convinced that 
the president means well.

Human beings are not born with 
ethnocentrism, racism, bigotry or 
xenophobia. We acquire these vices 
from our environment. Those who 
acquire true education – not just that 
which is available in classrooms – 
either refuse to acquire these vices, 
or drop them when they become 
conscious of  the worthlessness of  
possessing such vices. And if  we 
truly want to make this nation grow, 
many of  us need to drop these vices 
and fight against those who exploit 
them to cause divis ions and 
bloodshed.

Wednesday 22 - Thursday 23 February, 2023 

Can next president kill
the ethnic cankerworm? 

Even from seemingly educated minds, you regularly hear egocentric 
comments like: “The Yoruba are the most civilised or most cultured 

in Nigeria,” “The Igbo are blessed by God and ahead of others in 
Nigeria,” “The Hausa/Fulani are the most dignified people and 
blessed with the power to rule,” and “The Niger Deltans are the 
smartest people in Nigeria.” Those who say this usually castigate 

other ethnic groups as uncivilised, uncultured, uneducated, uncouth, 
dumb, and barbaric, while justifying it with a statement like: “This is 
a simple statement of fact. I don't pander to sentiments. If you don't 

accept it, then you don't like to hear the truth.”

“

By Azuka Onwuka

Obi

Atiku

Kwakwanso

Tinubu
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Feature

n Saturday, February 25, 

O2023, Nigeria will hold 
presidential and National 

Assembly elections, measured by 
numerous politicians and public 
Affairs Analysts the toughest and the 
most keenly contested in Nigeria 
since the transition from military to 
civilian rule in 1999 that will be 
marking 24 years of  unbroken 
democracy in Nigeria, on May 29, 
2023, when the 80-year-old President 
Muhammadu Buhari, of  the All 
Progressives Congress (APC), will 
a longside many others  whose 
elections are not off-circle elections, 
wil l  step down from office in 
accordance with the spirits and 
intents of  the 1999 constitution (as 
amended)

Sadly, many Nigerians are 
sincerely, dissatisfied with the quality 
of  the nation's political space, 
especially in its failure to curb 
corruption and improve livelihoods. 
Thus, while the 2023 polls will in one 
sense be an affirmation of  Nigeria's 
electoral democracy, many voters will 
also be looking at it as an opportunity 
for a reset, nurturing hopes that new 
leadership will commit to reforming 
the country's governance, restoring its 
security, which has deteriorated badly 
on Buhari's watch, and rebooting its 
development.

Just days to the election, there 
have been reports of  violence in parts 
of  the country as a result of  a naira re-
design policy introduced by the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria in October 
2022 with a naira swap policy window 
that ended in controversy on February 
10 as directed by Central Bank of  
Nigeria (CBN) against an order by the 
Supreme Court to suspend the 
February 10, deadline pending the 
determination of  the motion before it.

T h i s  o p p o s i n g  s t a n d a r d s 
developed issues may have resulted in 
low money supply. Though the CBN 
claimed it was billed to enhance the 
intended cashless economy, check 
illicit financial transactions and 
ransom payment for kidnapping and 
as well, to boost economic growth.

However, the indirect effect of  
this money circulation gap is gradual 
build-up of  chaos that manifested in 
direct attacks on banks, Automated 
Teller Machines, and Point of  Sales 
Centres (POS) in some parts of  the 
country with damage of  properties 
and even human lives.

Apar t  f rom the high-stake 
election promises from candidates of  
various political parties, some 
candidates viewed to credible joined 
the race. 

However, Asiwaju Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu, emerged the presidential 
candidate of  APC, Atiku Abubakar 
(PDP) and Peter Obi, who are the top 
contenders for the plum job among 
few other candidates from other 

par ties,  wil l  s log i t  out on 
Saturday.

The Labour Party candidate, 
Peter Obi, who at 61 is younger 
t h a n  h i s  m a i n  r i va l s ,  h a s 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  c h a n g e d  t h e 
dynamics by dragging other 
presidential candidates to entirely 
a new way of  politicking without 
emphasis on politics which 
certainly caught the interest of  
many voters especially the youths 
who became energised and better 
interested the election and voting 
exercise, precisely because he is 
seen as a counterweight to what 
many regard as selfish and greedy 
political gangsters. 

Moreso, the Nigerian youth 
have been excited about the new 
developments believing that the 
process if  sustained will transform 
into a better new Nigeria. 

According to INEC, the last 
registration drive reportedly captured 
over eleven million new voters, 84 per 
cent of  whom are aged between 
eighteen and 34. The main driver of  
this trend is the sense of  political 
agency that millions of  young, tech-
savvy Nigerians derive from using 
social media. 

Observers say this feeling comes 
largely from the #EndSARS protests 
against police brutality in 2020, when 
social media helped galvanise a 
nat ionwide  mobi l i sa t ion that 
eventually led to change (though 
perhaps nominal, in that abuses have 
persisted after Buhari disbanded the 
unit responsible for the worst ones). 

But another reason for the higher 
interest among young voters is 
f r us t ra t ion,  par t icu lar ly  wi th 
Nigeria's economic doldrums, which 
pushed about eight million people 
below the poverty line between 2020 
and 2021, with five million more 
joining their ranks between January 
and September, according to World 
Bank estimates. Job prospects for 
young people have dwindled rather 
than expanded during Buhari's 
tenure, while food prices have risen at 
the fastest rate in seventeen years. The 
National Bureau of  Statistics reports 
that 63 per cent of  the population of  
approximate ly  210 mi l l ion i s 
now“multi-dimensionally poor”.   

Thirdly, the public's confidence 
in the credibility of  the polls is 
growing, which is likely to bolster 
v o t e r  t u r n o u t .  F o l l o w i n g 
amendments to electoral laws, the 
electoral commission introduced 
several changes to the voting system, 
the most significant of  which is that 
polling stations will transmit ballots 
electronically to the commission's 
headquarters in the capital city, 
Abuja, in real time. 

Despite lingering doubts about 
connectivity in remote parts of  the 
country, many Nigerians believe 

these innovations will be helpful in 
preventing anyone from altering 
results manually at polling stations 
or state collation centres, as poll 
workers colluding with party agents 
and thugs had done in the past. 
I n d e e d ,  c o m m i s s i o n  C h a i r 
Mahmood Yakubu has predicted 
that the 2023 elections will be the 
“best” in Nigeria's history, citing as 
reasons for optimism the off-cycle 
elections in Ekiti and Osun states, in 
June and July, respectively, which 
reported significantly fewer polling 
problems and violence than in prior 
years. Yakubu has also repeatedly 
offered assurances that election 
preparations are proceeding as 
planned and on schedule.

Yet Tinubu's campaign is 
plagued by recurrent allegations that 
he is misrepresenting his age, 
education and sources of  wealth. He 
says he was born in 1952, but critics 
insist that he is actually older than 70 
and visibly too frail for the job. Some 
fear that, should he be elected, 
Tinubu could be as lethargic as 
Buhari is widely perceived to have 
been.  (Buhari  faced medical 
problems throughout his two terms, 
w h i c h  r e g u l a r l y  l e d  t o  h i s 
hospitalisation abroad, sometimes 
for months at a time.) As for his 
wealth, opponents accuse Tinubu of  
growing rich by keeping a grip on 
the Lagos state government's 
finances since his days as governor.

On top of  these concerns, many 
Nigerians see the APC, the ruling 
party since 2015, as having woefully 
underperformed. Finally, Tinubu's 
choice of  a fellow Muslim, former 
Borno state Governor Kashim 
Shettima, to be his running mate has 
alienated many Christian voters, 
who, despite his disclaimers, see him 
as deliberately attempting to sideline 
them in national leadership.

PDP's Atiku Abubakar is 76 
years old, an astute businessman 

who served as Obasanjo's vice 
president from 1999 to 2007. 
Though he has run for president five 
times before, without success, his 
supporters cast him as best placed to 
unify the ethnically and religiously 
fractured nation because he is “the 
most detribalised” of  the hopefuls; a 
reference to his liberal disposition in 
employing workers and marrying 
wives across the country's ethnic 
divides. 

His campaign has suffered 
major setbacks, however. First, the 
PDP has been weakened by internal 
feuds, particularly between its 
national chairman, Iyochia Ayu, an 
Abubakar ally, and a group of  five 
governors led by the combative 
Nyesom Wike of  the oil-rich Rivers 
state. 

However, his setback may come 
from the South East geopolitical 
zone, which had traditionally 
favoured the PDP, especially now 
tha t  the  Labour  Par ty  (LP) 
candidate, Peter Obi of  the zone's 
extraction.

His choice of  a running mate 
from outside the South East is likely 
to cost him further votes. Moreso, 
g iven his  age  and long- t ime 
proximity to power, including a 
controversial stint as head of  
Obasanjo's economic management 
team, many young voters view 
Abubakar unfavourably, as one of  
the generation of  politicians who 
brought the country to ruin.

A n o t h e r  s u c c e s s f u l 
e n t r e p r e n e u r,  L a b o u r  Pa r t y 
candidate Obi, is well positioned in 
certain ways to challenge both 
Tinubu and Abubakar. His 2006-
2014  t enure  a s  gover nor  o f  
Anambra state earned him a 
reputation as unusually accountable 
and thrifty with public money. His 
young  suppor te r s  (who  ca l l 
themselves “Obidients”), aided by 
parts of  the #EndSARS movement, 

are rallying behind his call to “take 
back the country” from the ageing 
political elite.

Although Igbos are generally 
regarded as Nigeria's third largest 
ethnic group, the country has had 
only one Igbo president, Nnamdi 
A z i k i we  ( 1 9 6 3 - 1 9 6 6 ) ,  s i n c e 
independence in 1960 and that at a 
time when the post was largely 
ceremonial, since independence in 
1960. Many non-Igbos see an Obi 
presidency as a way of  assuaging 
Igbo feelings of  marginalisation in 
the Nigerian federation. Many more 
simply see the Labour candidate as 
different from the typical Nigerian 
politician – and thus a welcome 
break with the past.

As the only Christian among 
the four front runners, as well as the 
on ly  p rominent  e thn ic  Igbo 
candidate, Obi enjoys strong 
support from Christian voters and 
the Igbo middle and lower classes. 
Some non-Igbos, especially among 
Yorubas in the South West and 
diverse groups in the northern 
zones, also endorse Obi on the 
premise that his election would 
promote equity among Nigeria's 
major ethnic groups. 

Although Igbos are generally 
regarded as Nigeria's third largest 
ethnic group, the country has had 
only one Igbo president, Nnamdi 
Azikiwe (1963-1966), 

However, Obi's campaign still 
faces long odds, however. Most 
importantly, as his party does not 
hold a state governorship, he does 
not have the same access to state 
government coffers than Tinubu and 
Abubakar. 

Furthermore, although he has 
picked a northern Muslim as his 
running mate, he lags in the North 
East and North West, whose huge 
populations are predominantly 
Muslim.
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congregation and the entire 
Nigerians for mounting the 
pulpit with an unloaded AK-
47 rifle. 

A remorseful Aigbe, in a 

n Ikeja Magistrate's 

ACourt sitting in the 
Ogba area of  Lagos 

State on Monday remanded 
a 40-year-old man, George 
Ukpong, at the Kirikiri 
Correctional Centre for 
allegedly defiling a 15-year-
old girl in the state. 

Magistrate E. Kubenje 
made the order after the 
defendant who is facing one 
c o u n t  b o r d e r i n g  o n 
defilement preferred against 
h im by the  pol ice  was 
arraigned. 

The police prosecutor, 
Raimi Idowu, told the court 
t h a t  t h e  d e f e n d a n t 
committed the offence on 
February 19, 2023. 

He said the defendant 
a l l e g e d l y  h a d  s e x u a l 
intercourse with the victim in 
the Shasha area of  the state.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
prosecutor, DSP K Ajayi the 
o f f e n c e  c o m m i t t e d  i s 
punishable under Section 
137, of  the Criminal law of  
Lagos State 2015. 

The charge read in part, 
“That you, George Ukpong, 
on February 19, 2023, at No 
21 Jaiye Oba Street Bus Stop, 
Shasha, Lagos, in the Lagos 

15, around 8.30pm, one 
Kabiru Abdullahi, of  Otto 
Market, Oyingbo, allegedly 
stabbed one Ibrahim Yahaya 
of  Kanuri Motor Park on his 
head with a knife during an 
altercation between them. 

“However, the next day, 
February 16, 2023, around 
2.30pm, the said Ibrahim 

i n  h i m s e l f  f o r  t h e 
consequence of  bringing the 
f i rearm to  i l lus t ra te  a 
passage in the scripture 
before taking the decision. 

It was earlier reported 
how the preacher caused a 
stir when he mounted the 
pulpit with the rif le to 
address the congretaion on 
'Guarding the Faith.' 

The viral video clip of  
him brandishing an AK-47 
rifle on the altar generated 
m i xe d  r e a c t i o n s  f r o m 
Nigerians, with some people 
calling for his arrest by 
security agencies.

Following the tension 
created by the viral clip on 
social media and online 
blogs, the Church released a 
s t a t e m e n t ,  s ay i n g  t h e 

h e  N i g e r i a TImmigration Service 
(NIS ) in Kebbi State 

has handed over a 26-year-
old Libya-bound human 
trafficking victim in Yauri 
Local Government Area of  
the state to the National 
Agency for the Prohibition 
of  Trafficking in Persons 
(NAPTIP).

The Comptroller of  the 
NIS in the state, Mrs Rabi 
Bashir-Nuhu made this 

he Rivers State Police TCommand said its 
operatives arrested 

two persons for allegedly 
impersonating the state 
Commissioner of  Police, 
O k o n  E f f i o n g ,  a n d 
defrauding unsuspecting 
members of  the public. 

The suspects were said 
t o  h av e  u p l o a d e d  t h e 
photograph of  the police boss 
and created a fake Facebook 
account with his image with 
which they swindled people. 

The spokesperson for 
the state police command, 
Grace Iringe-Koko, disclosed 
this in a statement issued in 
Port Harcourt on Monday. 

Iringe-Koko said the 
suspects, both from Etche in 
Rivers State, were tracked to 
their hideout and arrested.

The statement read, 
“Operatives of  the Nigeria 
Police Force, Rivers State 
Command have tracked and 
a r r e s t e d  t w o  s u s p e c t s 
namely; Amadi Hemenachi, 
28 and Goodluck Nnochiri, 
27. 

“The  two are  f rom 
Akukabi and Obibi villages 
respectively in Etche Local 

Tony Atambi exclaimed 
“Great to see you again, 
d e a r  Pa s t o r ! ! ! ”  w h i l e 
another social media user, 
Omiete  Alal ibo,  wrote 
“Pastor Uche, the Lord will 
continue to stand for you. 
Every plan of  the enemy will 
be turned around for good.” 

A n o t h e r  f o l l o w e r, 
Ogunniyi Oluseye Oreofe, 
stated that “God has turned 
it around for our Good.” 

A barrister, Sheyilami 
Longe, said “It is well with 
you my pastor.” 

O n  h i s  o w n  p a r t , 
Nanman wrote “God is 
good to us through every 
season of  our lives and he is 
with you Pastor Uche, your 
family and every member of  
House On The Rock.” 

one yet-to-be identified man 
who would pick her up at 
the illela border,” she said.

”She is believed to be a 
v i c t i m  o f  h u m a n 
trafficking,” she said.

The comptroller assured 
Nigerians that the NIS 
would not allow any person 
who profits from human 
trafficking to escape its net 
in the state.

S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e 
i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  v i c t i m 
explained that a woman 
identified as Mrs Edu in the 
ikorodu area of  Lagos 
recruited her to travel to 
Libya for prostitution.

She  added  tha t  the 
woman who recruited her 
for the Libya journey told 
her she would be joining her 
daughter and husband who 
are based there.

“I became frustrated 
when I couldn't get any job 
to do after graduating as a 
hairdresser in Lagos.

“I  was  ready to  do 
anything to  sur vive.  I 
accepted the Libya journey 
when Mrs Edu mentioned it 
to me.

”She took me to the park 
where I boarded a vehicle en 
route illela border,” she said.

The Head of  Operations 
of  NAPTIP in the state, 
Alhaji Sadiq Atiku, who 
received the victim said 
those behind the plan to 
move the girl to Libya would 
be caught and prosecuted.

He said the victim would 
undergo rehabilitation and 
training in skills before she is 
reunited with her family.

Atiku commended the 
NIS for collaborating with 
the agency to curb human 
trafficking in the country.

he presiding pastor Tof  House on the 
Rock Abuja, Pastor 

Uche Aigbe, has tendered an 
unreserved apology to his 

 transport worker, 

AIbrahim Yahaya, 
h a s  a l l e g e d l y 

s tabbed his  co l league, 
Kabiru Abdullahi, to death 
during an argument at the 
Kanuri Motor Park, in the 
Ebute Metta area of  Lagos 
State. 

It was gathered that 
Yahaya and Kabiru were at 
the park when an argument 
ensued between them. 

The argument was said 
to have degenerated into a 
fight and in the process, 
Kabiru brought out a knife 
and  a l l eged ly  s t abbed 
Yahaya's head. 

Following the attack, 
Yahaya left the scene and 
quickly sought treatment for 
himself  on Wednesday, 
February 15, 2023.

After treating himself, 
Yahaya, in retal iation, 
s t o r m e d  t h e  p a r k  t h e 
following day and allegedly 
used a knife to stab Kabiru in 
the neck. 

I n  a  b i d  t o  r e s c u e 
Kabiru, our correspondent 
gathered that some people, 
who witnessed the attack at 
the park, quickly rushed him 
t o  t h e  E b u t e  G e n e r a l 
Hospital for treatment but 
he reportedly died on the 
way. 

Kabiru's corpse was said 
to have been deposited at the 
Infectious Disease Hospital 
morgue, Yaba.

The state Police Public 
Re l a t i o n s  O f f i c e r,  S P 
Benjamin Hundeyin, who 
confirmed the incident, said 
t h e  s u s p e c t  h a d  b e e n 
arrested. 

He said, “The police 
received information on 
February 16, 2023, around 
3.15 pm that on February 

video posted on the church's 
s o c i a l  m e d i a  p a ge  o n 
Tuesday, showed the pastor 
in last Sunday's service 
saying he was disappointed 

Magisterial District, did 
defile one Aishat Adam, 15, 
by having sexual intercourse 
w i t h  h e r  a n d  t h e r e b y 
c o m m i t t e d  a n  o f f e n c e 
punishable under Section 
137 of  the Criminal Laws of  
Lagos State of  Nigeria 2015. 

Magistrate E. Kubenje 
did not take the plea of  the 
defendant.

The case was adjourned 
till March 22, for mention.

Ya h aya ,  r e t a l i a t e d  b y 
stabbing Kabiru in his neck 
and the victim sustained 
seve re  in ju r y.  He  was 
rescued and rushed to the 
general hospital, Ebute 
Metta where he later died.” 

Hundeyin said Yahaya 
had been arrested, adding 
that the investigation was 
ongoing. 

minister has always shown 
exemplary leadership since 
he became the pastor in 
1999. 

While explaining that 
the minister was trying to 
i l l u s t ra t e  h i s  message 
through the action, the 
church, however, faulted his 
use of  the gun. 

While the drama was 
ongoing, Aigbe was invited 
f o r  q u e s t i o n i n g  a n d 
subsequently detained by 
police authorities in the 
Federal Capital Territory.

T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o 
reactions on the Church 
social media handle where 
some followers hailed his 
courage and his mind-
blowing apology. 

known while handing over 
the victim to NAPTIP in 
Birnin Kebbi on Monday.

She said the victim was 
rescued by operatives of  the 
NIS.

”Immigration officials at 
the border post in Yauri 
intercepted Ajoke Michael 
as she made to cross to 
Libya from illela border in 
Sokoto state.

“When we interrogated 
her, she said someone gave 
her a number belonging to 

Government Area of  Rivers 
State. 

 “They are involved in a 
c a s e  o f  c o n s p i r a c y , 
impersonation, forgery, 
obtaining money by pretence 
and unlawful possession of  
multiple ATM cards.

“ T h e  s u s p e c t s  a r e 
alleged to have hacked into 
the Google network and 
uploaded the photograph of  
t h e  R i v e r s  S t a t e 
Commissioner of  Police, 
Okon Effiong, and used the 
s a m e  t o  c r e a t e  a  f a k e 
Facebook account. 

“Investigation revealed 
that they impersonated the 
C P  a n d  u s e d  t h e  f a k e 
Facebook account to obtain 
m o n e y  f r o m  s e v e r a l 
unsuspecting citizens, mostly 
job and admission seekers.” 

S h e  s a i d ,  w h i l e 
confessing to the crime, the 
suspects have revealed that 
they  usual ly  hack  in to 
different websites, print out 
names of  people, their phone 
numbers and addresses, and 
thereafter call to defraud 
them. 
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anchester United Mhave been playing 
with just ten men 

in their most recent games 
according to ace British sport 
journalist, Richard Keys.

The football analyst said 
this in a swipe at the club's 
Januar y  edi t ion,  Wout 

jokovic returned to Dthe world number 
one position after 

winning the Australian Open 
in January. 

Novak Djokovic has 
equalled Steffi Graf's record 
for most weeks as world 
number one after starting his 
377th week at the top of  the 
men's rankings. 

The 35-year-old Serb has 
held the record for the most 
we e k s  a s  m e n ' s  wo r l d 
number one since March 
2021. 

On Monday, he moved 
level with Germany's Graf, 
who first rose to the top of  the 
women's rankings in 1987.

Djokovic first became 
world number one in 2011 
and like Graf, is a 22-time 
Grand Slam champion. 

After  f i rst  becoming 
world number one, Graf  
remained at the top of  the 
rankings for 186 consecutive 
weeks, a women's record that 
was later tied by Serena 

rsenal midfielder, 

AJ o r g i n h o  h a s 
r e v e a l e d  t h a t 

Napoli sporting director, 
Cristiano Giuntoli spoke to 
him on the phone before 
signing Victor Osimhen.

Osimhen joined the Serie 
A side from Lille in 2020.

The Nigerian striker has 
gone on to establish himself  
as one of  the best strikers in 
the world.

Osimhen is currently top 
scorer in Serie A with 18 
goals from 19 appearances.

“ T h e y  a r e  d o i n g 
incredible things, honestly, I 

h e  I n t e r i m TM a n a g e m e n t 
Committee, IMC, 

has suspended Shooting 
Stars' camp commandant, 
Auwal Mohammed, for 
b r i n g i n g  t h e  g a m e  t o 
disrepute.

Mohammed was pictured 
urinating in the centre circle 
be fore  Shoot ing  Stars ' 
matchday nine clash against 
Akwa United in Ibadan on 
Sunday.

T h e  o f f i c i a l  w a s 

ormer Manchester FU n i t e d  a t t a c k e r, 
L o u i s  S a h a ,  h a s 

named the two best players 
in the world at the moment.

According to Saha, Paris 
Saint-Germain's Kylian 
Mbappe and Manchester 
United's Marcus Rashford 
are the two best players in the 
world currently.

He  sa id  Mbappe  i s 
unplayable, while Rashford 
is being transferred the 
e n e r g y  o f  C r i s t i a n o 
Ronaldo.

B o t h  M b a p p e  a n d 
R a s h f o r d  h a v e  b e e n 
i m p r e s s i v e  f o r  t h e i r 
respective clubs so far this 
season.

Mbappe has scored 15 
goals for PSG this term, 
while Rashford has netted 16 
goals.

“There are not many 
better than Rashford at the 

Ten Hag has continued to 
play the Dutchman in his 
starting XI despite his lack of  
goals in 10 appearances for 
the Red Devils so far.

But Keys has not been 
impressed by Weghorst's 
contributions to the club 
since his arrival and believes 
the Red Devils have been 
playing one man down with 
the Dutchman on the pitch.

“I mean, he doesn't do 
enough to justify a starting 
place, does he? Come on, 
let's be honest!,” Keys told 
talkSPORT.

Keys' latest comments 
come after he mocked Man 
United for signing 'lump' 
Weghorst during the January 
transfer window.

Manchester United are 
now within three points of  
second-placed Manchester 
City and five behind Arsenal 
in the Premier League table.

Fo r m e r  S k y  S p o r t s 
commentator, Richard Keys, 
h a s  h i t  o u t  a t  f o r m e r 
Manchester United forward 
Cristiano Ronaldo.

Keys further branded 
Ronaldo as a 'self-centered 

oma and Lazio paid Rtribute to their former 
d e f e n d e r  S i n i s a 

Mihajlovic, putting up two 
shirts worn by the Serbian in 
the Stadio Olimpico's Hall of  
Fame.

The former Bologna coach 
sadly passed away aged 53 in 
D e c e m b e r  o f  l a s t  y e a r 
following a long battle with 
leukaemia. His death was 
sorely felt by the world of  
Italian football and his funeral 
in Rome drew a number of  
current and former figures of  
the game.

A modern Serie A legend, 
Mihajlovic spent two years of  
his playing career with Roma 
from 1992 to 1994 before 
heading to Sampdoria. After 
four years in Liguria, he 
returned to the Italian capital, 

Weghorst.
The 30-year-old Dutch 

s t r iker  was  on loan at 
Turkish side Besiktas before 
his move to Old Trafford.

Back there in Turkey he 
scored eight  goals  and 
provided four assists in 16 
league games.

Williams in 2016. 
D j o k o v i c ' s  l o n g e s t 

continuous run at the top was 
122 weeks between July 2014 
and November 2016. For that 
record,  he trai ls  Roger 
Federer (237 weeks), Jimmy 
Connors (160) and Ivan 
Lendl (157).

didn't know the guy playing 
o n  t h e  w i n g  [ 
Kvaratskhelia],” Jorginho 
told DAZN.

“I knew Osimhen. I had 
played against him in the 
Champions League and he 
had given a hard time to our 
defenders.

“Giuntoli  cal led me 
before signing him and I told 
him to sign him straight 
away, he is very promising 
and is doing really well. 
They [Osimhen and Kvara] 
are flying and everything is 
going well. There is winning 
energy.”

suspended from all NPFL-
related activities for one 
year, effective immediately.

Similarly, the club is also 
fined N500,000 for failing to 
c o n t r o l  M o h a m m e d ' s 
conduct.

Shooting Stars have the 
option to appeal, but in the 
case of  submission to the 
judgement, they must pay 
the fine within seven days.

The Oluyole Warriors 
held Akwa United to a 2-2 
draw in the game.

moment in world football, 
but Kylian Mbappe is still 
the best as he has been 
incredible over the last three 
years and the boss at PSG, 
even with Neymar and 
Lionel Messi there,” Saha 
told Lord Ping.

“In terms of  how good 
he was in the World Cup too, 
but Mbappe and Rashford 
are the best two in the world 
at the moment.”

H e  a d d e d ,  “ E r l i n g 
Haaland is playing well, but 
he does not provide as much. 
The excitement, speed, and 
confidence of  this guy at the 
moment, he is unplayable 
and Kylian Mbappe is the 
same – it is impossible to 
defend these skilful players.”

“It seems he has been 
transferred the energy of  
Cristiano Ronaldo since his 
departure – I don't know 
what's happened to the kid!”

superstar', claiming that he 
suffocated the life out of  
Marcus Rashford at Man 
United.

He pointed out  how 
Rashford has been in red-hot 
form for Erik ten Hag's side 
since Ronaldo's exit.

“If  [Erik] Ten Hag has 
done  anything  to  he lp 
[Marcus] Rashford, it was in 
getting rid of  [Cristiano] 
Ronaldo. Surely the debate 
about the stroppy self -
centred superstar is now 
over? Yes – he got goals after 
re-signing for United but 
rarely were they significant 
goals,” Keys wrote in his 
personal blog.

“He was a pain around 
the club, and he suffocated 
the life out of  players like 
Rashford. Here is the proof  – 
with Ronaldo starting games 
at United, Rashford scored 
eight goals in 19 games.

“Now Ronaldo has gone, 
it is 16 in 17 – 10 in 10 in the 
PL. Obviously, there are 
other factors, but those stats 
don't lie.”

spending six years with Lazio.
Today, what would've been 

his 54th birthday, Roma and 
Lazio decided to celebrate their 
former player by displaying two 
of  his shirts in the Hall of  Fame 
at the Stadio Olimpico.

The event was organised 
by the Spor t  and Health 
organisation, and his family 
was also present to witness the 
tribute.

Mihajlovic's wife Arianna 
spoke at the event, showing her 
emotion and pride at the 
gesture to her late husband.

“This is a wonderful day, 
characterised by so much 
emotion from me and my 
children. The affection you are 
showing honours us. They have 
been difficult days, but we 
fo l low S in i sa ' s  message, 
carrying it in our hearts.”

Weghorst shouldn't be starting games – Keys
…As he slams Ronaldo for suffocating life out of  Rashford

Saha names two best
players in the world

EPL: I recommended
Osimhen's signing
– Jorginho

NPFL IMC suspends 3SC
official for urinating on
pitch, fines club N500,000 Djokovic equals Graf's

world number one record   

Roma and Lazio put
Mihajlovic's shirts in
Hall of Fame

Ronaldo

Djokovic
3SC ofcial urinating on the pitch

Rashford
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i m o d a l  Vo t e r BA c c r e d i t a t i o n 
System (BVAS) is 

an electronic device 
d e s i g n e d  t o  r e a d 
Permanent Voter Cards 
(PVCs) and authenticate 
voters using the voters' 
fingerprints in order to 
prove  that  they  are 
eligible to vote at a 
particular polling unit. 
It's usage entails either 
s c a n n i n g  t h e 
barcode/QR code on the 
PVC/Voter's register or 
entering the last six digits 
of  the Voter Identity 
Number or typing in the 
last name of  the voter by 
the Assistant Presiding 
Officer (APO 1) to verify 
and authenticate the 
voter. The APOs are 
required to ask the voter 
to place the appropriate 
f i n g e r  o n  t h e  s p o t 
provided on the BVAS; 
and if  the fingerprint 
match fails, he captures 
the photo of  the voter for 
authentication.

The first  primary 
obligation of  the BVAS, 
is the verification of  the 
genuineness of  the PVCs 
and the fingerprint or 
facial authentication of  
v o t e r s  d u r i n g 
accreditation, to replace 
the Z-pad for uploading 
the polling unit results to 
t h e  I N E C  R e s u l t 
Viewing Portal (IReV) in 
real time on Election 
Day and also acts as the 
INEC Voter Enrolment 
Device (IVED) during 
voter registration. The 
use of  BVAS, appears to 

have eliminated the use 
of  incident forms during 
accredi tat ion on an 
election day.

B i m o d a l  V o t e r 
Accreditation System 
(BVAS) got its validity or 
p r o m i n e n c e  u n d e r 
section 64(6) of  the 
Electoral Act 2023. The 
section provides this:

sub 6)
“ W h e r e  d u r i n g 

collation of  results, there 
is a dispute regarding a 
collated result or the 
result of  an election from 
any polling unit, the 
co l la t ion  o f f i ce r  o r 
returning officer shall 
use the following to 
d e t e r m i n e  t h e 
c o r r e c t n e s s  o f  t h e 
disputed result”

1. the original of  
the disputed collated 
result for each polling 
unit where the election is 
disputed ;

2. the smart card 
r e a d e r s  o r  o t h e r 
technological device 
u s e d  f o r  t h e 
accreditation of  voters in 
each polling unit where 
the election is disputed 
f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  
obtaining accreditation 
data directly from the 
smart card reader or 
technology device ;

( c )  d a t a  o f  
accreditation recorded 
and transmitted directly 
from each polling unit 
where the election is 
disputed as prescribed 
under section 47 (2) of  
this Act ; and

(d) the votes and 

it is possible for some 
data from BVAS not to 
be transmitted to the 
INEC server as a result 
of  lack of  network at the 
back end or when it has 
not been “synchronised” 
by INEC to have all the 
resu l t s  t ransmit ted . 
When this happens, it 
does not necessarily 
mean that there's over 
voting, it merely means 
that some data has been 
left out which certainly 
will be collated as soon 
as  it is captured by the 
s e v e r  o r  w h e n 
synchronized.The BVAS 
stores the number of  
a c c r e d i t e d  v o t e r s ; 
however, the stored data 
i s  n o t  t r a n s m i t t e d 
e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  o r 
published on the IReV 
portal. Electronically 
transmitting the number 
of  accredited voters is in 
accordance with Section 
6 4 ( 4 ) ( 5 ) ( 6 )  o f  t h e 
Electoral Act 2022, the 
section states that the 
number of  accredited 
voters recorded and 
transmitted directly from 
the polling unit shall be 
c o n s i d e r e d  i n  t h e 
c o l l a t i o n  a n d 
a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  
results.

Like some writers 
have stated, there is need 
f o r  I N E C  t o  m a k e 
significant investment in 
the training of  polling 
unit officials, with a 
f o c u s  o n  r e s u l t 
t ransmission,  bal lot 
paper accounting as well 
as  the  captur ing  of  

result of  the election 
r e c o r d e d  a n d 
transmitted directly from 
each polling unit where 
the election is disputed, 
as  prescr ibed under 
section 60 (4) of  this Act.

Sections 47 (2) of  the 
2022 Electoral Act says 
that to vote, the presiding 
officer shall use the smart 
card reader or any other 
technological device that 
maybe prescribed by the 
commiss ion  for  the 
accreditation of  voters to 
“verify, authenticate the 
intending voter in the 
manner prescribed by the 
commission.”

According to INEC 
guidelines, BVAS shall 
be the only mode of  
accreditation for the 
purpose of  the election. 
All voters are subject to it 
before they are issued 
with ballot papers to 
vote. After elections, the 
results are then collated 
and entered manually on 
INEC form EC8As. 
More importantly, the 
number of  voters on 
INEC Form EC8A must 
never exceed the number 
of  accredited voters on 
BVAS. If  that happens, 
over-voting would be 
es tab l i shed and the 
implication is automatic 
cancellation of  the result 
of  the affected polling 
unit as prescribed by the 
Electoral Act 2022.

The introduction of  
this technological device, 
has given hope to voters 
as it is believed that 
e l ec tora l  f raud  and 

polling unit results using 
the  BVAS.  A l l  po l l 
o f f i c i a l s  w i t h  t h e 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  
hand l ing  the  BVAS 
should undergo practical 
s imula t ion  sess ions 
using the BVAS before 
election day. Expectedly, 
this policy action will 
address the capacity 
deficits.

Whatever the case, 
the Electoral Act is clear 
on the meaning of  over 
voting. Section 51 (2) 
defines over voting as:

“Where the number 
o f  vo tes  cas t  a t  an 
election in a polling unit 
exceeds the number of  
accredited voters in that 
polling unit”.

By virtue of  section 
51(2) of  the Electoral Act 
2023, the law is clear to 
the fact that it will make 
no sense to dwell on or 
t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  
discrepancies in the 
BVAS and the back end 
sever without tying it to 
this particular section. It 
is not enough to show 
t h a t  t h e r e  a r e 
discrepancies, it must 
a l s o  c o n f o r m  w i t h 
s e c t i o n  5 1  o f  t h e 
Electoral Act.

There is no doubt that 
Nigerians want to go to 
polls with the assurance 
that the BVAS and IReV 
will protect their vote 
and make it count. We 
hope against hope that 
indeed, it will count.

manipulation will be 
curtailed . This has given 
serious hopes to those 
w h o  wa n t  c r e d i b l e 
elections and has created 
panic  in  those  who 
cannot win clean and fair 
elections, those who 
collaborate with security 
a g e n t s  a n d  s o m e 
disgruntled INEC staff  
t o  m a n i p u l a t e 
themselves to victory. 
The typical Nigerian 
voter is tired of  such 
m a n i p u l a t i o n s  a n d 
w o u l d  w a n t  t o  d o 
anything legal to protect 
his or her votes

I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e 
introduction of  BVAS, 
there are still fears that 
the technology can still 
create issues which the 
p o l i t i c i a n s  m i g h t 
capitalize on. This can be 
seen in the use of  BVAS 
and that of  the end 
server. According to the 
Independent National 
Electoral Commission, 
BVAS does not use data 
or network but the back 
end server does. The 
information loaded in 
the BVAS May not all 
drop at the same time or 
may not drop at all 
because of  the back end 
se r ver  ne twork  and 
t e c h n o l o g y 
inadequacies. This is the 
reason why the physical 
inspection of  the entries 
in BVAS by agents of  
political parties is very 
important, to be sure of  
number of  voters that 
have been accredited. 
What this means is that, 
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