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News

CONFUSION:: FG, Supreme Court differ
on old Naira terminus date 

A
s tension continued 
to rise over the scar-
city of  the newly re-

designed N200, N500, and 
N1,000 currency notes, com-
mercial banks, motorists and 
major sales outlets across the 
country have refrained from 
the collection of  old notes.

President Muhammadu 
Buhari has directed the Cen-
tral Bank of  Nigeria (CBN) 
to release old N200 notes into 
circulation to co-exist with 
the new N200, N500 and N1, 
000 banknotes for 60 days.

The President, who made 
this known in a nationwide 
broadcast on Thursday, di-
rected the CBN to allow the 
new notes available to all cit-
izens.

The President apologised to 
Nigerians over the difficulty 
experienced in the implemen-
tation of  the naira redesign 
policy.

Announcing the develop-
ment in a televised nation-
wide address on Thursday, 
the president said all exist-
ing old N1000 and N500 
notes remain redeemable at 
the Central Bank of  Nigeria 
(CBN) and designated points.

 “To further ease the supply 
pressures, particularly to our 

citizens, I have given approval 
to the CBN that the old N200 
bank notes be released back 
into circulation and that it 
should also be allowed to cir-
culate as legal tender with the 
new N200, N500, and N1000 
banknotes for 60 days from 
February 10, 2023 to April 
10 2023 when the old N200 
notes ceases to be legal ten-
der,” the president said.

“In line with Section 20(3) 
of  the CBN Act 2007, all ex-
isting old N1000 and N500 
notes remain redeemable 
at the CBN and designated 
points.

“Considering the health of  
our economy and the legacy 
we must bequeath to the next 
administration and future 
generations of  Nigerians, I 
admonish every citizen to 
strive harder to make their de-
posits by taking advantage of  
the platforms and windows 
being provided by the CBN,” 
he said.

Recall that On 26 October, 
2022, Nigeria’s CBN an-
nounced the introduction of  
redesigned 200, 500 and 1,000 
naira notes into the country’s 
financial system. But since 
the notes were unveiled, Nige-
rians across different parts of  

the country have been strug-
gling to access it from banks 
and ATM cash points.

As Nigerians expressed 
frustration over their inability 
to access the new notes, the 
CBN extended the deadline 
for the phasing out of  the old 
notes from 31 January to 10 
February. Yet, many Nigeri-
ans have had a hard time get-
ting the new notes.

Last week, the Supreme 
Court gave an order restrain-
ing the CBN from going 
ahead with the implementa-
tion of  the 10 February dead-
line set for the phasing out of  
the notes.

But both Federal Govern-
ment and the CBN, in what 
seemed like direct affront re-
fused to adhere to the court 
order by the Supreme Court.

On Wednesday, the Su-
preme Court adjourned the 
suit filed by some state gov-
ernments to challenge the 10 
February deadline set by the 
CBN to end the use of  old na-
ira notes to 22 February later 
this month.

Millions of  Nigerians 
have continued to grapple 
with hardship amid the cash 
crunch that has worsened 
business transactions and 

stifled trade in the informal 
economy.

Parts of  Nigeria have de-
scended into chaos in recent 
weeks, with long queues at 
ATM points and fights break-
ing out inside commercial 
banks as customers demand-
ed access to their own money 
with the old Naira notes be-
ing accepted as legal tender in 
some parts of  the country and 
States while the others refus-
ing the curreny.

Violent protests have been 
recorded in Ogun, Oyo, Edo 
and Akwa Ibom in the coun-

Finnish Govt gives Simon Ekpa  48
hours to reverse sit-at-home order 

T
he Finnish Govern-
ment has given the self  
acclaimed Nnamdi 

Kanu Servant and leader of  
Alleged Auto-Pilot of  IPOB 
wing, Simon Ekpa four-
ty-eight (48) hours to retract 
his sit-at-home order on the 
people of  South east before, 
during and after the 25th Feb-
ruary Presidential elections. 
  The Finnish Government 
acting at the behest of  Fed-
eral Government of  Nigeria 
maintained that imposition 
of  sit-at-home orders on days 
slated for democratic elec-
tions is an act of  internation-
al, and sought it’s immediate 
reversal
   “You are hereby directed to 
call off  your planned sit-at-
home orders by pronouncing 
through the same media out-
lets, you used for your illegal 
pronouncements, a reversal of  
your illegal sit-at-home orders 
“Mr Simon Ikpa, you have 48 
hours to reverse course or you 
will be arrested and charged 
with international terrorism 
“, the statement signed by the 
Prime Minister of  Finland, 
Sanna Mirella Marin stated. 
Recall that Simon Ekpa has 
through his social media plat-
forms instructed the South-
East residents that there will 
be no election in the region 
and thereafter issued a two 
weeks sit-at-home order.
   An action which did not go 

down well with Nigerians, es-
pecially people of  south east 
extraction both resident in Ni-
geria and Diaspora.
  The Finnish government 

try’s south, and social media 
is awash with lamentations of  
suffering Nigerians who are 
not able to access their funds 
for transactions.

However, the president said 
on Thursday that he “sympa-
thises” with citizens over the 
difficulties being experienced 
in the implementation of  new 
monetary policies. However, 
he also blamed “unscrupu-
lous” officials in the banking 
industry for being “ineffi-
cient”.

“To stem this tide, I have 
directed the CBN to deploy 

all legitimate resources and 
legal means to ensure that 
our citizens are adequately 
educated on the policy; enjoy 
easy access to cash withdraw-
al through the availability of  
appropriate amounts of  cur-
rency; and ability to make 
deposits.” Buhari said

“I have similarly directed 
that the CBN should intensify 
collaboration with anti-cor-
ruption agencies, to ensure 
that any institution or per-
son(s) found to have impeded 
or sabotaged the implementa-
tion should be made to bear 
the full weight of  the law.”

Abia State monthly sanitation 
exercise holds Saturday, Feb. 18

T
he monthly sanitation 
exercise for the month 
of  February will hold 

on Saturday February 18, 
2023 in Abia State between 
the hours of  9 am and 11am. 
   The release signed by the 
Commissioner Ministry of  
Environment, Barr. Sam 
Nwogu and made available 
to newsmen in Umuahia, 
informed the general public 
that movement of  people 
and vehicles during the peri-
od would be restricted except 
those on essential duties who 
would be required to present 
on demand, valid identifica-
tion or any authentic authori-
zation for such exemption.
    According to the release, the 
Transition Chairmen of  the 
Local Government Councils, 
Traditional Rulers, Town Un-
ion Leaders, Religious Lead-
ers, Youth and Women Or-
ganizations in the state would 
also be required to mobilize 
their people for the exercise 
and monitor same.
  According to the release, 

those who are in an essen-
tial duty would be required 
to present on demand valid 
identification or any authentic 
authorization for such exemp-
tion.
    The release partly read, ” 
All markets, motor Parks, 
private and public transport 
companies  as well as business 
premises are to remain closed 
on Friday February 17,2023 
between the hours of  7am and 
9am to carry out their own 
cleanup exercise.
   “The Nigeria Police, Federal 
Road Safety Corps, the Ni-
gerian Security and Civil De-
fence Corps are to assemble at 
their usual places of  take off  
for deployment.”
 The release which warned 
that defaulters would be ar-
rested and prosecuted in line 
with the Abia State Basic 
Environmental Law, further 
directs that people are to stay 
at home, clean up their areas 
and must work with their nose 
mask.

pointed out that such directive 
from Simon Ekpa is an Inter-
national terrorism and will be 
arrested and charged if  he fails 
to retract his statement in two 
days.

N
igeria’s oil pro-
duction has risen 
month-on-month, 

MoM, by 1.9 per cent to 
1.258 million barrels per 
day, mb/d, in January 2023, 
from 1.235 mb/d recorded 
in December 2022. The fig-
ures excludes Condensate.

The Organisation of  Pe-
troleum Exporting Coun-
tries, OPEC, in its February 
2023 Monthly Oil Market 
Report, MOMR, however, 
indicated that on a year-on-
year (YoY) basis, the Janu-
ary output was a massive 10 

percent drop from the 1.399 
mb/d in January 2022.

The report also shows 
that Nigeria, beat Angola 
that produced 1.050 mb/d 
to become Africa’s leading 
producer   while Equatori-
al Guinea comes last with 
55,000 barrels per day dur-
ing the period.

Nigeria’s oil output in Jan-
uary 2023 remained signifi-
cantly short of  the 1.8 mil-
lion barrels per day allocated 
to the country by OPEC.

Latest oil production data 
released by Nigerian Up-

stream Petroleum Regula-
tory Commission, NUPRC, 
showed that condensate oil 
production for December 
was 178,313 barrels per day 
bringing total oil production 
to 1.4135 million per day 
during the month.

Nigeria has so far failed 
to profit from high oil pric-
es because its production 
has been curtailed by the 
activities of  oil thieves and 
pipeline vandals in the Niger 
Delta.

Police to deploy over 400,000 joint security 
personnel across polling units in Nigeria - IGP

I
nspector General of  Po-
lice, Usman Alkali Baba 
has disclosed that over 

400,000 security personnel 
are set to be deployed to 
states across the federation.

He said it was part of  
measures being taken to en-
sure hitch free polls on Feb-
ruary 25th and March 11, 
2023 respectively.

The security personnel 
jointly, comprise the Po-

lice force, the Department 
of  State Services, Army, 
Nigeria Security and Civil 
Defence Corps (NSCDC), 
Correctional Officers, Na-
tional Drug Law Enforce-
ment Agencies (NDLEA) 
among others.

Out of  the entire security 
personnel to be deployed, 
the police force is producing 
about 310,973 officers.

Baba said the various arms 

Russia fires dozens of missiles at Ukraine overnight – Official

U
kraine on Thurs-
day reported a new 
wave of  an over-

night Russian missile and 
drone strikes, which killed 
at least one and damaged 
many buildings.

The Ukrainian army said 
it shot down 16 of  the 36 
missiles Russia launched 
overnight from planes and 
ships in the Black Sea.

“Unfortunately, there 
were hits in the north and 
west of  Ukraine, as well 
as in the (central regions 

of) Dnipropetrovsk and 
Kirovograd,” presidential 
chief  of  staff  Andriy Yer-
mak said.

Dnipropetrovsk region-
al governor Sergiy Lysak 
posted images on Telegram 
of  firefighters working in 
the debris of  partially de-
stroyed residential homes.

The strikes killed a 
79-year-old woman, Lysak 
said.

In the western region of  
Lviv, strikes hit a “critical 
infrastructure facility”, 

Governor Maksym Kozyt-
sky said on Telegram. No 
casualties were reported.

Since October, Russia 
has launched regular waves 
of  attacks that have crip-
pled the Ukrainian energy 
infrastructure and left mil-
lions in the cold in the mid-
dle of  winter.

Some fear that, after 
months of  military set-
backs, Moscow may be 
preparing a new large-scale 
offensive in late winter or 
early spring.

of  security personnel have 
come up with their unique 
identifications system to en-
sure they are not infiltrated 
by unscrupulous persons.

The IGP gave some of  the 
plans being put in place by 
the Police Force, when he 
featured at the 66th edition 
of  the State House Briefings, 
coordinated by the Presiden-
tial Media Team on Thurs-
day, in Abuja.

States, residents divided over collection
As Buhari orders back old N200 as legal tender



Stray bullet from suspected 
kidnappers kills woman beggar 
in Anambra
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Imo: INEC reaffirms readiness for 
Feb. 25 election, despite attacks
T

he Independent Na-
tional Electoral Com-
mission (INEC) has 

reaffirmed its readiness to 
conduct credible, free and 
fair election on Feb. 25 in 
Imo, in spite of  the violence 
in the state.

The state’s Resident Elec-
toral Commissioner, Prof. 
Sylvia Agu, gave the as-
surance on Wednesday at 
a news conference to an-
nounce the commission’s 
preparedness for the elec-
tion. Agu said that about 
2.4 million registered voters 
in Imo were eligible to vote 
during the election.

“As at the close of  work 
on Feb. 3, about 375,004 

Permanent Voter Cards 
(PVC), comprising 206,463 
old cards, 116,734 new cards 
and 51,807 reprints have 
been collected,” she said.

Agu said that over 4,500 
people who filled forms on 
issues relating to PVCs had 
been attended to.

The REC assured that the 
commission had made ade-
quate arrangements to carry 
out voting in volatile are-
as of  the state, particularly 
in Okigwe and Orsu Local 
Government Areas.

She noted, however, that 
election would not hold in 
38 polling units in the state 
where the commission re-
corded zero registration.
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Agu said that zero registra-
tion were recorded in Aboh 
Mbaise, Ahiazu Mbaise, Ez-
inihite Mbaise, Ideato North, 
Isiala Mbano, Isu, Njaba, 
Ohaji/Egbema, Orlu, Oru 
East, Owerri Municipal and 
Owerri North Local Govern-
ment Areas.

“On level of  preparedness, 
INEC in Imo State is fully 
ready for the elections.

“All non-sensitive materi-
als have been received and 
distributed to various Local 
Government Areas.

“Diverse trainings have 
been concluded and the train-
ing of  presiding officers and 
assistant presiding officers is 
still on-going.

“The next set of  trainees 
will focus on registration 
areas, technical collation of-
ficers.”

Agu said that after the 
training, the commission 
would recruit a reasonable 
number of  ad hoc staff  for 
the elections.

The News Agency of  Nige-
ria (NAN) recalls that INEC 
had suffered up to four at-
tacks on its facilities since 
2022 in Imo, resulting to the 
death of  some staff  of  the 
commission.

The commission has how-
ever, restated its determina-
tion to conduct the elections, 
in spite of  the attacks.

President Muhammadu Buhari unveiling the 11km MCC/Uratta project during the latter’s visit to the state on Tuesday.

Anambra: Police rescue 15 NYSC members 
abducted by gunmen

T
he Nigeria Police 
Force, Anambra State 
Command, foiled an 

attempt by gunmen to kidnap 
at least 15 National Youth 
Service Corps (NYSC) mem-
bers in the state’s Ihiala Local 
Government Area on Tues-
day.

The corps members, who 
had just completed their 
three-week orientation pro-
gramme in Imo State, were 
travelling to Lagos State when 
they were abducted at a filling 
station, it was learned.

“They were passing 
through Anambra when 
their vehicle was intercepted 
at Total junction in Ihiala by 
unidentified armed men in a 
white Toyota Hilux.

 “The gunmen hijacked 
their vehicle and diverted it to 
Isieke, Ihiala-Orlu expressway 
where they kept them (corps 
members) hostage,” a source 
said.

DSP Tochukwu Ikenga, the 
Anambra State Police Public 
Relations Officer (PPRO), 
confirmed the event in a state-
ment, saying the corps mem-

bers were released thanks to 
the efforts of  police opera-
tives.

He said, “Anambra 
State Police Operatives, by 
11:15 am today (Tuesday) 
14/2/2023, responding to a 
distress call along Isseke, Ihia-
la road, rescued unhurt 15 ab-
ducted Corps members from 
NYSC Orientation Camp, 
Eziama-Obaire, Nkwerre, 
LGA, Imo State.

“Information reveals that 
the corps members finished 
their three weeks of  orienta-
tion programs today (Tues-
day) and were en route to 
Lagos before their vehicle was 
intercepted at total junction 
Ihiala by yet-to-be-identified 
armed men in an unmarked 
white Toyota Hilux.

 “Their (corps members) 
vehicle was diverted to Isseke, 
Ihiala-Orlu expressway where 

B
ullets allegedly aimed 
at a fleeing kidnap vic-
tim by unknown gun-

men suspected to be kidnap-
pers on Tuesday night killed 
a woman beggar at Nkpor in 
Idemili North Local Govern-
ment Area of  Anambra state.

The incident, according 
to eye witnesses, occurred 
at about 9 p.m. Tuesday at 
Our Lady’s Bus Stop, Nkpor, 
along Enugu/Awka/Onitsha 
old road.

According to the source, 
the suspected kidnappers 
were chasing the owner of  
a moving Honda Crosstour 
SUV and as he was swerving 
his vehicle up and down look-
ing for an escape route, they 
continued firing gun shots at 
his vehicle.

At the last count, the car 
owner hit an electric pole 
standing beside the road lead-
ing to our Our Lady’s Indus-
trial Centre, Nkpor put off  
his engine, opened the door, 
jumped out of  the vehicle 
and took to his heels in a life 
threatening battle to escape 
being kidnapped alife or shot 
dead in the process by the vi-
cious gunmen.

It was gathered that by 
Providence, he barely man-
aged to escape, while the stray 
bullets fired by the suspects 
killed the woman beggar in-
stantly and at the same time, 
riddled two vehicles parked 
opposite OVL petrol station 
with the bullets.

The sources stated that sus-
pects’ anger was aggravated 
when they were shooting in-
discriminately and operatives 
of  a vigilante group guarding 
the area, responded fire for 
fire.

The gunmen, on hearing 
a harassing gun fired by the 
vigilante operatives, allegedly 
drew closer to the direction 
of  the vigilante men to gun 
them down as they have more 

sophisticated guns, but could 
not get the vigilante men.

In anger they riddled the 
two cars used as cover by the 
vigilante men with bullets.

An eye witness who plead-
ed anonymity said that the 
yet to be identified gunmen 
drove in two exortic cars and 
three motorcycles when they 
carried out the operation.

“They came with two cost-
ly cars and about three mo-
torcycles, they were about 
seven in number but four 
were trying to kidnap the 
owner of  the Honda Cross-
tour SUV. They blocked him 
to kidnap him but he jumped 
the drainages with the car 
and as the electric pole pre-
vented him from driving fur-
ther, he jumped out of  the car 
and fled”.

“It was because the local 
vigilante group responded 
fire for fire that the gunmen 
then came for them and they 
ran away as the gunmen have 
more sophisticated guns. 
They angrily riddled the cars 
the vigilante operatives used 
as cover, with bullets”.

“The body of  the dead 
woman was yesterday morn-
ing removed by men of  the 
Ogidi Police Division in 
an ambulance to a nearby 
morque, while the partially 
smashed SUV belonging to 
the escaped kidnap victim 
was driven to the Ogidi Po-
lice Division.

All efforts to reach the state 
Police Public Relations Of-
ficer, PPRO, DSP Tochukwu 
Ikenga proved abortive as his 
phone rang without response, 
but the Divisional Police Of-
ficer at Ogidi, DPO, Sani 
Armed, (CSP), who simply 
confirmed the incident, said 
the body of  the dead woman 
had been moved to a nearby 
mortuary, while investiga-
tions are in progress.

the gunmen kept them hos-
tage. The armed men noticed 
they were being followed by 
police operatives abandoned 
the corpers and zoomed off  
with the Toyota Hiace bus 
with Reg Nos: EPE 353 YE 
conveying the corpers.

“The corps members had 
been debriefed by police oper-
atives and necessary arrange-
ments had been perfected to 
convey them back to their des-
tinations,” PPRO added.

Gov. Obaseki orders Oshiomhole’s arrest

G
overnor Godwin 
Obaseki of  Edo 
State has ordered 

the arrest of  his predecessor, 
Adams Oshiomhole, over 
his alleged role in a protest 
that led to the destruction of  
banks and the death of  no 
fewer than three people in 
the state.

Obaseki, in a Wednesday 
statement by his Commis-
sioner for Communication 
and Orientation, Chris Ne-
hikhare, alleged that Oshi-
mohole, a chieftain of  the 

All Progressives Congress, 
mobilised thugs to vandalise 
banks and disrupt the peace 
of  the state over the naira 
scarcity.

The statement read, “We 
have been around the city all 
day, speaking with the pro-
testers, and we discovered 
that it is more than meets the 
eye.

“At this stage, we call on 
security agencies to arrest 
Adams Oshiomhole for 
questioning and to account 
for his movement, especially 

here in Benin City in the last 
few days. He deliberately 
instigated the protest of  the 
people.

“I know people will see 
the protest as a result of  scar -
city of  naira notes, but even 
if  that is the case, Nigerians 
should know which political 
party is involved, because it 
is ironic that the same party 
that is responsible for this 
policy is still sending people 
to destroy Peoples Demo-
cratic Party billboards.”

Supreme Court dismisses suit 
seeking to nullify Abia PDP 
3-man delegate list 

T
he Supreme Court 
of  Nigeria Wednes-
day, February 15 dis-

missed the appeal filed by 
opposition parties seeking to 
nullify Abia State PDP gov-
ernorship primary election 
which produced late Prof  
Ikonne as its Governorship 
candidate among other can-
didates for other offices. 
    The case which had earli-
er been instituted at the Fed-
eral High Court, Umuahia 
by Barr. Ndudi Nwagbara, 
Onyekachi Abaribe and 5 
others against INEC, PDP, 
Gov. Ikpeazu, Prof  Ikonne 
and 35 others, got to the Su-
preme Court in appeal num-
ber SC/CV/143/2023.
   The case had commenced 

at the Federal High Court, 
Umuahia, with suit number 
FHC/UM/CS/62/22 but 
was dismissed on the basis 
that the claimants had no lo-
cus to initiate the suit since 
they did not participate in 
the said election.
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resident Muhammadu Buhari has Psympathised with Nigerians over 
the difficulties being experienced 

as regards the implementation of the naira 
redesign policy.

He reiterated that the policy is aimed at 
boosting the economy and tightening the 
loopholes associated with money 
laundering, adding that ahead of the 25 
February elections, “the new monetary 
policy has also contributed immensely to 
the minimisation of the influence of 
money in politics”.

President Buhari stated this Thursday 
during a national broadcast addressing the 
challenges of the currency swap and the 
state of the nation.

He also revealed that  since the 
commencement of  the programme, 
“about N2.1 trillion out of the banknotes 
previously held outside the banking 
system has been successfully retrieved”.

Since the introduction of the new policy, 
Nigerians across the country have faced 
difficulties in accessing the redesigned 
N200, N500, and N1000 Nigerian 
banknotes, while the old notes were 
initially ordered to cease to be legal tender 
on 31 January.

“In appreciation of the systemic and 
human difficulties encountered during 
implementation and in response to the 
appeal of all citizens, an extension of 10 
days was authorised making the cash 
policy due for termination on February 
10. 

“All these activities are being carried 
out within the ambit of the Constitution, 
the relevant law under the CBN Act 2007 
and in line with global best practices,” 
Buhari noted.

Speaking further, President Buhari 
explained that there are a few issues 
underpinning the policy decision in the 
country, which include the need to restore 
the statutory ability of the CBN to keep 
f i r m  c o n t r o l  ove r  t h e  m o n e y  i n 
circulation.

He revealed that in 2015 when his 
administration commenced its first term, 
currency-in-circulation was only N1.4 
trillion, while the proportion of currency 
outside banks grew from 78 per cent in 
2015 to 85 per cent in 2022.

As of  October 2022, he said “the 
currency in circulation had risen to N3.23 
trillion; out of which only N500 billion 
was within the banking system while N2.7 
trillion remained permanently outside the 
system; thereby distorting the financial 
policy and efficient management of 
inflation.”

He sa id:  “The  huge  volume of 
banknotes outside the banking system has 
proven to be practically unavailable for 
economic activities and by implication, 
retard the attainment of  potential 
economic growth.

“Economic growth projections make it 
imperative for government to aim at 
expanding financial inclusion in the 
country by reducing the number of the 
unbanked population; and given the 
prevailing security situation across the 
country, which keeps improving, it also 
becomes compelling for government to 
deepen its continuing support for security 
agencies to successfully combat banditry 
and ransom-taking in Nigeria.”

President Muhammadu Buhari also said 
t h e  n ew  m on e t a r y  p o l i c y  o f  h i s 
administration has contributed to the 
minimisation of the influence of money in 
politics.

Despite the poor implementation of the 
policy, Buhari said the redesign of the high 
denominations of the naira is a positive 
departure from the past and represents a 
bold legacy step by his administration, 
towards laying a strong foundation for 
free and fair elections.

“I am aware that this new monetary 
policy has also contributed immensely to 
the minimisation of the influence of 
money in politics,” he said.

“This is a positive departure from the 
past and represents a bold legacy step by 
this administration, towards laying a 
strong foundation for free and fair 
elections.”

Nigerians will elect a new president and 
federal lawmakers on 25 February while 
state elections will be held on 11 March.

“I urge every citizen therefore, to go out 
to vote for their candidates of choice 
without fear, because security shall be 
provided and your vote shall count,” Mr 
Buhari said.

He urged Nigerians to avoid violence 
and actions capable of disrupting the 
electoral processes.

While we believe that CBN policy is 
deemed good for our country, especially to 
prevent the menace of vote buying in the 
u p c o m i n g  e l e c t i o n s  y e t  t h e 
implementation is harsh on the masses as 
it has generated severe cash scarcity.

Though the cash withdrawal limits 
policy is expected to bring solutions and 
sanity to the myriad of  problems 
bewildering our nation's financial status 
but we suggest more redesigned should be 
introduced into circulation to ameliorate 
the peoples' suffering
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Opinion

overnor Nasir el-

GRufai of  Kaduna 
State has been in 

the news lately, peddling all 
manners of  allegations. 
The most glaring is that 
that some close associates 
of  President Muhammadu 
Buhari do not want the 
presidential candidate of  
the ruling All Progressives 
Congress  (APC) Bola 
Tinubu to win. However, 
while such opinion may 
appear  p laus ib le,  the 
messenger is notoriously 
suspect.    

Anyone who has read 
the book, “Accidental 
Public Servant” by el-Rufai 
could reason that the man 
is a pestilent personality, 
pathological liar, ethnic 
bigot, ego maniac cum 
rabble-rouser. Any credible 
psychiatrist who takes a 
closer look at him could tell 
that he is a borderline 
mental case. In short, 
whatever  he  l acks  in 
personality, he makes up 
with foolishness. If  he is 
not threatening to send 
back  fore ign  e lec t ion 
watchers in body bags, he 
would be swearing that 
Peter Obi of  Labour Party 
could not draw a crowd of  
200 people in Kaduna state. 
If  he is not belittling the 
entire Nollywood movie 
i n d u s t r y,  h e  i s  b u s y 
insulting the elders from 
t h e  e n t i r e  N o r t h e r n 
Nigeria.    

What is more? The el-
Rufai goes to infer that 
Bola Tinubu is a crooked 
election rigger who has 
sustained power in Lagos 
by suppressing the state's 
votes by terror. Yet, he is 
pushing the same man for 
the presidency of  the entire 
Nigeria. Worse still, Nasir 
e l -Rufa i  cont inues  to 
dissociate the ruling APC 
and Tinubu from Buhari's 
p o l i c i e s .  Ye t ,  h e  i s 
d e m a n d i n g  t h e  t o t a l 
support of  the same Buhari 
for Tinubu.  

This unstable character 
makes people to view every 
claim by el-Rufai with 
grain of  salt. But the very 
same psychiatrist would 
profess that beyond the 
façade of  any recurring 
madness lies a semblance 
of  sense that still qualifies 
such individual as a human 
being. The simple import is 
that we must not always 
wish away every rambling 
outburst from el-Rufai as 
senseless. This point is that 
the man probably knew 
what he was talking about 
when he stated on national 
television that Aso Rock 
e lements  are  working 
aga ins t  Tinubu.  Also 
important, the Kaduna 
governor noted that the 
decision by the Buhari 
people to root against 
Tinubu is informed by the 
president's commitment to 
do what is right.    

After watching a clip of  
el-Rufai's outburst on TV, I 
quickly placed a call to a 
confidant at the Aso Rock 
villa. The takeaway is that 
the charge by the Kaduna 
governor has a ring to it: 
There is a serious concern 
with the Tinubu candidacy 
within the Presidency. 
“Baba may appear to be 
supporting him, because 
they are in the same party, 
but his heart tells him no.” 
Here are reasons deduced 
from the conversation:   

1.      Anti-Fulani 
Sentiments: A surprising 
concern is that Tinubu's 
greed was responsible for 
the anti-Fulani sentiment 
that contributed to Buhari's 
l a c k  o f  p o p u l a r i t y, 
particularly among the 
Southerners. There is a 
prevailing notion within 
the Villa that Tinubu has 
continued to play victim in 
h i s  r e la t ionsh ip  wi th 
Buhari, despite cornering 
most of  the influential 
portfolios to his loyalists.    

T h i s  c o n f l i c t  w i t h 
Tinubu, they claim, is what 
incited the Southern press 
against Buhari at early 
stage of  the administration 
and they never recovered. 
“Jagaban wanted more or 
less a co-presidency…As 
you may observe, he still 
refers to us as “they”… “He 
looks at us as people who 
owe him and do not want to 
h a n d  h i m  t h e 

presidency…Moreover, 
you ask yourself, why is a 
c h a r a c t e r  l i k e  F a n i -
Kayode, an unapologetic 
Fulani basher, the face of  
the Tinubu campaign?”   

2.     Tinubu's Health: 
Buhari recognizes that the 
challenges associated with 
old age or ill-health do not 
a u g u r  w e l l  w i t h  t h e 
demands of  the president. 
He is worried that Tinubu's 
public outings do not 
portray a man who is 
physically or mentally fit 
for the presidency.    

3.     Corruption: 
President  Buhari  wi l l 
forever be remembered 
with the quote: “If  we do 
n o t  k i l l  c o r r u p t i o n , 
c o r r u p t i o n  w i l l  k i l l 
Nigeria.”  However, it has 
finally dawned him that the 
history will view him as a 
hypocrite if  he has a hand 
i n  m a k i n g  T i n u b u 
president. It would become 
the first time a man who is 
generally perceived to be 
very corrupt is sworn in as 
president of  Nigeria. Take 
the  4th  Republ ic,  for 
instance. Like or hate them, 
from Olusegun Obasanjo, 
Umar Yar'Adua, Goodluck 
Jonathan, to Muhammadu 
Buhari; no one could label 
any of  them corrupt as at 
the time of  swearing in 
1999, 2007, 2010/2011, 
2015, respectively.     

4.     Free and Fair 

Election: Tinubu was never 
Buhari's candidate from 
the get-go. The president is 
aware that the former 
Lagos governor bought the 
presidential ticket, and he 
is counting on his financial 
power to win the general 
election. “The president is 
not happy about this, 
because he wants to be 
remembered like Jonathan 
for conducting free and fair 
election. Now you see 
some APC governors want 
Buhar i  to  ex tend  the 
deadline for the old naira 
notes. Why do you think 
t h e y  a r e  d o i n g  t h a t ? 
Jagaban is behind it all the 
way.”   

Finally, there have been 
d i f f e r e n t  r e p o r t s , 
suggesting that Buhari 
sympathizes  wi th  the 
presidential candidate of  
the People's Democratic 
P a r t y  ( P D P ) ,  A t i k u 
Abubakar. But my Aso 
Ro c k  s o u r c e  q u i c k ly 
dispelled such rumour. 
Buhari sees Atiku with the 
same lens he sees Tinubu, 
especially with corruption, 
ill-health, and old age. 
“Baba has relationships 
with both Jagaban and 
Atiku, quite alright, but he 
has conscience. He wants 
to do the right thing. You 
may see more surprises 
before the election.”   
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Why Buhari's heart is neither
with Tinubu nor Atiku 
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he Real Housewives Tof  Abuja' premiered 
over the weekend.

It was a night of  glamour 
and style as Showmax 
premiered its latest original, 
'The Real Housewives of  
Abuja' at Transcorp Hilton, 
A b u j a ,  o n  S a t u r d a y, 
February 11th 2023. 

The event was attended 

n indigenous fashion house, 

AAsotiayé (Clothing of  the 
World)  announces  the 

unveiling of  a new collection. The 
clothing brand revealed that the 
project titled, “Baby goddess” which 
comprises of  ten new designs was 

in everyday lifestyle and also to 
compliment the feminine aura of  
women. 

“I feel women who are looking 
for something new with a feel of  
culture will appreciate this collection 
as it seeks to make the African 
woman find confidence in not only 
her style but her body too,” she said. 

A l s o  s p e a k i n g ,  H e a d  o f  
Production, Asotiayé, Ayobami 
Oluboka stated, “One of  our core 
values emphasizes on sustainability 

headpiece. 
Hauwa Magaji 
Hauwa looked every inch 

like a modern-day princess 
in this white gown with 
interesting cut-outs by 
Khavia Women. 

OJ Posharella 
OJ channelled the pope 

with her headgear and cape. 
V e r y  d r a m a t i c  a n d 

look book photoshoot session 
recently, in Lagos stated that as a 
fashion house one of  their mission is 
to make women feel powerful and 
sexy at the same time whilst wearing 
its pieces. 

The Creative Director pointed 
out that the clothing brand still 
sources its materials locally and 
employs indigenous skilled labor in 
order to provide jobs for citizens of  
the country, thereby driving financial 
i n c l u s i o n  a n d  t a c k l i n g 
unemployment. 

He explained that owing to the 
Covid-19 pandemic the brand saw 
how vital it was to build a brand that 
leverages technology driven tools 
and applications In order to ensure 
seamless procedures for shopping its 
products. 

“We have adopted social media 
app l i ca t ions  l ike  Ins tag ram, 
WhatsApp, Twitter and Facebook 
which  enab l e s  cus tomer s  to 
effectively communicate and place 
orders that would be treated in real 
time.“ 

“Also, as part of  efforts to deepen 
financial inclusion in the society we 
have provided a scheme whereby 
individuals get as high as twenty 
percentage commission of  the price 
of  an Asotiayé product they refer to a 
buyer, and a situation whereby they 
deliver three referrals and above they 
receive as high as thirty percent on 
the piece. All the buyer needs to do is 
disclose the name and phone number 
of  the person that recommended our 
clothing brand,” Ayodeji added. 

On her part, Fashion Designer & 
Ilustrator, Asotiayé, Joy Ibifuro 
d e s c r i b e d  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  a s 
afrocentric and appealing to a 
diverse audience. 

“The idea of  the collection is to 
make the African culture adaptable 

underlay from her own 
fashion line. It was certainly 
a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  l o o k , 
although we didn't like the 
finishing. 

Chisom Agoawuike 
Now that's how to wear a 

jumpsuit! Chisom wore a 
sequinned jumpsuit made 
by Styled by Maureen. 

Samantha Homosanny 

attention-grabbing. 
Jackie Bent 
Jackie looked amazing in 

b l a c k  a n d  w e  l o v e d 
everything about the outfit, 
especially the mono-strap in 
mesh and her hairdo. 

E s s i e n awa n  M o m a -
Ukonga (Arafa) 

Arafa looked amazing in 
a blue gown with nude 

S a m a n t h a  l o o k e d 
amazing in a corset gown by 
S t y l e d  b y  E j i r o .  We 
especially loved the ponytail 
hairstyle. 

Bisoye Balogun 
Bisoye's outfit was perfect 

for a red carpet appearance, 
loved the mix of  white and 
black and the ruffle at the 
upper part of  the outfit. 

by  d ip lomats  and  top 
executives across various 
sectors, as well as celebrities 
and influencers. 

Princess Jecoco 
Jennifer Umeh Ubaka, 

also known as Princess 
Jecoco was beautiful in a red 
gown with the bottom of  the 
gown opening up like a 
f lower. Also, loved her 

curated to express African women's 
experience and evolution within the 
Artistic and lifestyle space; whilst 
showcasing their allure and elegance 
during contemporary times. 

The Creative Director, Asotiayé, 
Abdulhameed Ayodeji during the 

and affordability of  our wears, It 
guides us in selecting our fabrics 
carefully." 

“We made sure we selected high 
quality fabrics of  which some are 
made of  fibre and cotton, which 
guarantees  our  audience  the 
sustainability and value required." 

“For this collection, we carefully 
selected fabrics that are eco-friendly, 
durable and as well comfortable for 
human use. 
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Beautiful outfits from 'The Real Housewives of Abuja' premiere 

Asotiayé announces unveiling of latest
collection 



 

t will be recalled that the Iduo have had a couple of  
rough landings in their  

marriage, particularly last year.
Nollywood actress Annie 

Idibia is celebrating her 11-year 
proposal anniversary with her 

his will be the second Tchild for Rihanna and 
her boyfriend, rapper 

A$AP Rocky. The sensational 
singer Rihanna has confirmed 
she is expecting a second child. 

The announcement comes 
just moments after the singer 
sparked pregnancy rumours 
during her Super Bowl LVII 
halftime performance. 

Rihanna sent fans into a 

n this exclusive interview Iwith, Linda and Ibrahim 
Suleiman talk about their 

lowkey engagement in 2018, 
and unconventional Valentine 
traditions.

Linda Ejiofor Suleiman 
and Ibrahim Suleiman on their 
love life and Valentine's Day 
traditions 

L i n d a  E j i o f o r  a n d 
Suleiman Ibrahim are full of  
laughter and effervescence 
from the moment they arrived 
for our special Val's day edition 
of  Pulse Fun Facts. Admirably, 
they came in pretty early, a 
thing Nigerian celebrities are 
not especially known for. 

Even before the bright 
studio lights came on and 
cameras started rolling, you 
could tell that this was a couple 
at ease with each other; and the 
touches, pats, and gentle hand 
rubs that punctuated our 
conversation with them tell of  a 
camaraderie that only time and 
genuine fondness could have 
kindled. 

Before the Nollywood 
couple took turns asking each 
other questions, we decided to 
chat a little about their love life. 
Linda, in her casual satin outfit 
with a plunging neckline paired 
with black jeans; and Ibrahim 
in a blue sleeveless hooded shirt 
with a playful 'eat sleep game 
repeat' caption went on to give 
us an interesting peek into their 
life as lovers and parents to 
their adorable son, Keon. 

From a never-shared story 
about their engagement to their 
best memories together and 
what 

Linda Ejiofor-Suleiman: 
My 3 favourite memories from 
our union 

“The first would be when 
he proposed. And this was the 
one that didn't have anybody 
around. He had not given me 
the ring when he actually told 
me. 

“Then the second is our 
w e d d i n g  d a y.  I  a l w a y s 
remember that day because it 
was perfect; exactly how I 
wanted it to be. Then the third 
would be when we found out 
we were pregnant.” 

Our interest was piqued 
by that lowkey engagement 
gist, so we pressed for more 
details… 

Ibrahim Suleiman: We 
had a private engagement 
before that one you all saw 

“So I had gone to shoot 
something in Bauchi. I was 
away for three weeks and while 
I was there, I thought to myself, 
'you cannot just continue like 
this, you have to lock it down 
with this babe. 

“So the day I got back to 
Lagos, she picked me up from 

singer has kept all the promises 
he made to her and has given 
her the keys to everything and 
more. 

She shared pictures of  the 
night of  the proposal and 
captioned them with a short 

boyfr iend,  rapper  A$AP 
Rocky. 

The couple currently share 
an 8-month-old son, whose 
name they have yet to reveal. 

R i h a n n a  o r i g i n a l l y 
disclosed she was having her 
first child in January 2022 after 
being photographed showing 
off  her baby bump in New 
York City. 

Before welcoming their 

first child, she claimed that she 
thinks her parenting style will 
be similar to that of  The Real 
Housewives of  New Jersey's 
Teresa Giudice. 

In her words, "Teresa from 
Jersey does not play about her kids. 
She will flatten you about those 
kids. And that resonates with me a 
lot because I feel like that's the type 
of  mom I'm going to be." 

We guess congratulations 
are in order for the singer and 
her rapper boyfriend. 

think the second love language 
for me is quality time.” 

After asking about what 
prompted the Twitter post 
above, the “Heaven Baby” 
actor says “we all have eyes, she 
has beautiful lips”, while 
Linda 's  smi le  broadened 
approvingly beside him, before 
t h e y  b o t h  t o l d  u s  h o w 
Valentine's day, for them, is 
celebrated. 

Linda Ejiofor & Ibrahim 
Suleiman Valentine's day 
tradition 

“So I know that this might 
sound really weird,” Ibrahim 
says, “and our friends tease us 
about this quite often, but we 
are not a Valentine's day type of  
couple because every other day 
kind can be Valentine's to us. So 
we give each other things 
randomly.” 

L i n d a  a d d s :  “ M o r e 
interestingly though, we are 
always working on Valentine's 
Day, so we hardly have time on 
the day. Even this year 2023, we 
would be working on the day 
b u t  w e  a c t u a l l y  h a d  a 
conversation to try and do 
something different this year. 

“Guess what happened? 
After asking each other what 
we wanted, it turns out that 
both were almost the same 
price so we just laughed it off  
and said: 'run your own, make I 
run my own and that was it.'” 

message celebrating their 
union. 

Annie noted that the song 
'Rainbow,' by her husband, was 
written about her. 

She wrote, “So this day – 
(Feb 14). 11 years ago my best 
friend asked to do forever with 
him, and gave me the keys to his 
“ever y th ing  ”  and  more. 

hen you celebrate 

Wlife, you develop a 
fondness for your 

past experiences. You'll find 
yourself  grinning as you think 
back on the times you spent 
with your loved one, rather 
than drowning yourself  in grief  
o v e r  t h e i r  p a s s i n g .

(Remember the song rainbow). 
That was for me, And he kept 
every promise he made in that 
song and more”. She added, 
“Feb 14th 2012 I said YES To 
my Bestfriend and Soulmate.“ 

The duo's marriage, like 
many others, has not been 
without its rocky moments; last 
year, they made headlines for 

The wife of  the late gospel 
singer Sammie Okposo has 
expressed how much she 
misses her husband. 

As the world marked 
Va l e n t i n e ' s  D a y  2 0 2 3 
yesterday, February 14th, Ozy 
Okposo took to Instagram to 
admit to missing her partner. 

calling one another out over 
some scandals. 

However, it appears that 
they have figured things out. 

They got married in May 
2012,  and they have two 
daughters, Isabella and Olivia. 
They had another star-studded 
wedding ceremony in Dubai in 
March 2013. 

She shared several photos 
of  them and wrote a warm 
caption that best expresses her 
feelings. 

She is comforted, however, 
because he is with Christ and 
has Sammie in His hands. 

She wrote, "Dim oma..My 
King.. I loved you in life, love you 
still. I know Christ has you in His 
arms, and I have you in my heart. I 
miss you terribly. Keep resting, my 
love, until forever." 

Valentine's Day 2023 
Yesterday's celebration 

took many turns. While many 
used it as a day to appreciate 
the i r  r e la t ionsh ips  wi th 
partners, children, parents, and 
even themselves, others used it 
as a day to reflect and express 
how much they missed their 
loved ones who had passed on. 

At the end of  the day, there 
is no set-in-stone rule as to how 
to celebrate the day; the only 
rule is to enjoy it and show love 
for it. 

husband, Innocent Idibia, 
better known as 2baba. 

Yesterday, February 14, 
Annie recounted the day her 
husband popped the  b ig 
question and she said yes. 

Annie revealed that the 

frenzy in the opening moments 
of  her performance, rubbing 
her stomach and unzipping her 
outfit to reveal her growing 
belly; she was wearing a form-
fitting red jumpsuit. 

Despite the reveal, many 
people still questioned the 
news until her rep confirmed 
the news. 

This will be the second 
child for Rihanna and her 

the airport. After dropping me 
off, she was about to leave 
when I said, 'Look, I'm doing 
this. I don't have time for 
boyfriend and girlfriend kind of  
life anymore. I want to marry 
you. It's not like I'm in a hurry 
to get married; I got time, you 
understand, but I do not want 
to waste your time and I don't 
want to miss out on you. 

“'So I want to make sure 
so that you know where my 
mind is,' and then she gave me a 
very weird look at the time but 
when I brought the ring and did 
the whole proposal thing later, 
it was only the timing that 
s u r p r i s e d  h e r ,  n o t  t h e 
i n t e n t i o n . ” 
“I already knew he was the one 
way before he told me all this 
because I saw how he listened 
to people that weren't related to 
him in any way and how 
respectful he was and all that. 

“I already went to God 
and said: 'This is him oh, please 
make it happen.' So when 
Uncle finally proposed, in my 
mind, I was like, 'you just dey 
land. I don reach here siiiince!'” 

At this point, laughter 
breaks out in the room as the 
cameramen, producers and 
everyone else let out belly-
rumbling cackles. When that 
subsided, Ibrahim picks up 
from where he stopped. 

Ibrahim:  I  proposed 
privately so she could be honest 
with her answer 

“I'm not one to do the 
whole Hollywood stuff. I 
always prefer to know what I'm 
getting into before I get into it. I 
don't like to ambush people, 
and also I didn't want to be that 
person left on one knee while 
friends go: 'please now, say yes.' 

“I made sure that I did it in 
a private way so that she could 
be honest about her response." 

We  t h e n  a s k e d  t h e 
gorgeous couple, who run a 
podcast on marriage and 
parenting, about their love 
languages… 

Linda: My love languages 
are quality time and words of  
affirmation 

“He could just be walking 
past me and he touches me. He 
does that a lot and I know, okay, 
he sees me. And for words of  
affirmation, he tells me out of  
the blues that I am beautiful, he 
loves and chooses me.” 

Ibrahim: I t ' s  acts  of  
service for me 

“Growing up I used to be 
the one who had to take care of  
everybody. So having someone 
who, you know, takes care of  
me, just makes me feel good. 
I t ' s  g r ea t  because  we ' r e 
constantly looking for how to 
take care of  each other. Then I 
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As Annie Idibia celebrates 11 years of saying 'yes' to 2baba 

While Linda Ejiofor & Ibrahim Suleiman
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Sadly, Sammie Okposo's wife misses
him on special day

Rihanna is pregnant with second child, flaunts
bump at Super Bowl 2023 
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he act of  achieving Ta  s imul taneous 
orgasm with your 

partner doesn't have to be 
m y s t e r i o u s .
Orgasming together can 
b e  a  r e w a r d i n g  a n d 
enjoyable experience for 
both you and your partner. 

Achieving an orgasm 
at the same time as your 
partner depends partly on 
f e e l i n g  c o m f o r t a b l e 
communicating clearly 
how you're feeling during 
sex. You need to be able to 

t really is difficult to Iescape all the pitfalls that 
come with sleeping with 

a close friend. 
Opposites ex friendships 

are usually all well and good , 
really, until sexual attraction 
builds up and sex sneaks into 
the picture. 

"Oh, we are mature" and 
"it's just sex, we can always 
handle ourselves," are the 
well-used responses you get 
from people who have been 
go ing  down wi th  the i r 
friends. 

But here's the thing, no 
matter how chill or mature 
you think you are, you can't 
escape all the pitfalls that 
come with sleeping with a 
friend. 

So before you do it with 
that close friend, here are 
s o m e  o f  t h e  aw k wa r d 
moments and problems you 
really should consider. 

1 .  W h e n  t h e y  g e t 
someone else 

So you sleep with them 
and a new partner comes into 
the picture shortly after. That 
awkward moment when she 
introduces you to the new 
guy as her close friend but 
you both know you are not 
just a good friend. 

And then there's the 
problem of  that partner 
finding out later that he/she 
isn't just your friend. 

So you're faced with 
confessing and losing one of  
your friend or partner, or 
facing that awkward moment 
when your partner confronts 
you with the truth that 
he/she found out from 
someone else. 

Oh dear. 
2. Recurrence 
The understated struggle 

that comes out of  this kind of  
situation is how to minimise 
the 'damage' that has been 
done. 

Quite a number of  first-
time friends sex happen in 
moments of  rashness or 
uncontrolled excitement and 
friends would ideally love to 
keep it at that single time, but 
to continue being friends and 
keep the sex from recurring is 
one helluva difficult task 
you'd better avoid. 

talk to your partner about 
what feels good, what 
turns you on, what to keep 
doing, and what to stop 
doing. 

Having an orgasm at 
the same time as your 
partner might also require 
you to put your partner's 
needs before your own, 
holding off  on your own 
climax until they can 
reach theirs. Or your 
partner may need to hold 
off  for you. You and your 
partner both need to know 

3 .  O p i n i o n s  a n d 
j u d g e m e n t s  b e c o m e 
questioned 

It becomes strange to go 
to this person, who you slept 
with, to talk about your 
heartbreaks and dating life. 

It used to be normal and 

ex is an essential part 

Sof  a relationship and 
is also considered one 

of  the basic human needs.
S ex u a l  p l e a s u r e  i s 

essential for both men and 
women. Everyone has a 
right to feel desired in the 
relationship. 

Satisfying a woman 
sexually means that you're 
wil l ing to explore her 
physical desires and do so 
respectfully. It also means 
that when she satisfies you, 
you're willing to reciprocate 
by returning the favour. 

Knowing how to satisfy 
a woman involves getting to 
know what she likes. Every 
woman will have different 
preferences. 

If  you want to satisfy a 

what turns you on and 
how to achieve an orgasm 
individually before you 
can work on sharing an 
orgasm together. 

R e m o v i n g  a n y 
pressure from you or your 
par tner,  enjoying the 
moment, and focusing on 
your sexual hot spots are 
all ways to help increase 
y o u r  c h a n c e s  o f  
e x p e r i e n c i n g 
simultaneous orgasms. 
And while  you don' t 
necessarily have to have 

OK to seek their opinions 
before the sex happened, but 
not anymore. Their opinion 
somehow appears coloured 
by personal interests in you. 

4. Pure intentions? 
Yo u  a l s o  c a l l  t h e i r 

a c t i o n s  t o  q u e s t i o n . 

woman in bed sexually, you 
may have to make some 
changes in the way you go 
about the process. 

Talk dirty in a way she 
enjoys

One of  the ways of  
s ex u a l ly  s a t i s f y i n g  a 
woman is talking dirty in a 
way that she likes. This 
means telling her how sexy 
she is and exactly what you 
like about her body. 

Spend time on foreplay
If  you want to know 

how to satisfy a woman, get 
used to foreplay. This 
means taking time to rub 
her, run your hand up and 
down her leg, or kiss all over 
her body. The effort you put 
into foreplay will make her 
that much more turned on. 

intercourse to orgasm at 
the same time, we've got 
some tips to help you if  
you want to go that route. 

Don't focus on orgasm 
simultaneously.

Take the pressure off  
a c h i e v i n g  c l i m a x 
simultaneously. The more 
you focus on it, the more 
you're likely to feel like 
your sexual encounter has 
failed if  it doesn't happen. 
Remember that having a 
f u l f i l l i n g  s e x u a l 
experience has little to do 

Whatever he or she does 
might get interpreted as a 
calculated move to get back 
in bed with you - especially if  
the first time was really 
bomb. 

5. Things won't be the 
same again 

C o n n e c t  w i t h  h e r 
emotionally outside of  the 
bedroom

Women are emotional 
creatures; that's no secret. 
This means that if  you want 
her to be sexually satisfied, 
you'll have to meet her 
emotional needs outside of  
sex. 

W h e n  s h e  f e e l s 
c o n n e c t e d  t o  y o u 
emotionally, she will find 
sex to be more enjoyable as 
we l l .  Th i s  i s  because 
satisfying a woman involves 
more than just physically 
pleasing her. It also requires 
you to make her feel safe, 
loved, and appreciated. 

Explore with her
If  you want to know 

w i t h  s i m u l t a n e o u s 
orgasms. Focus instead on 
being in the moment and 
enjoying this time of  
i n t i m a c y  w i t h  y o u r 
partner. Think of  having a 
simultaneous orgasm as a 
bonus, not the end goal of  
sex. 

Learn what makes 
your partner feel good.

H a v i n g  a 
simultaneous orgasm is as 
much about your partner's 
experience as it is yours. 
Take the time to find out 

Seven out of  10 times, 
you won't be able to get your 
friendship back to what it was 
before. 

Once you go down that 
thin road, that relationship 
dynamic changes. Usually 
from good to bad. 

how to satisfy your wife 
sexually, you'll need to be 
willing to explore with her. 
If  there's something she 
wants to try in bed, it's 
essential to be open to it, 
and she'll probably do the 
same for you. 

Ask her what she wants 
in bed

If  you don't know how 
t o  s a t i s f y  a  w o m a n , 
sometimes the simplest 
thing you can do is ask her 
what she wants. Everyone 
has different preferences, so 
you may have to ask her 
what she needs from you to 
find out just how to please 
her the most. 

what turns your partner on 
and what they enjoy. This 
can also help take the 
pressure off  you to reach 
climax. You may find that 
focusing on your partner is 
as much a turn-on for you 
as it is for them, helping 
you to orgasm at the same 
time. 

Synchronize with 
your partner.

As you tune into your 
partner's needs, you'll find 
you naturally begin to 
synchronize with them. 
Take turns stimulating and 
pleasing each other, but if  
you find you're getting too 
close to orgasm and your 
partner isn't there yet, slow 
yourself  down. This is 
actually easier to do than 
speeding up an orgasm. In 
the meantime, listen to 
your partner's breathing, 
which can be a sign of  
their sexual arousal. Being 
in sync may bring both of  
you closer to orgasming 
simultaneously. 

Use lubricant.
L u b i n g  u p  c a n 

increase women's sexual 
stimulation and help them 
orgasm faster. Using lube 
can sometimes speed up 
natural lubrication, as it 
makes stimulation more 
p l e a s u r a b l e  w h i l e 
minimizing any dryness. 
You can use lube to focus 
exclusively on the clitoris. 
Lubricant can also be used 
before sexual intercourse, 
to stimulate women inside 
( u s i n g  f i n g e r s  o r  a 
vibrator) and outside on 
t h e  c l i t o r i s ,  m a k i n g 
orgasming during sex even 
easier. 

Focus on the clitoris.
The clitoris is the only 

organ in women's bodies 
that  sole ly  exis ts  for 
pleasure. Knowing that it 
makes sense to focus on it 
t o  h e l p  b r i n g  o n 
simultaneous orgasms. In 
fact, researchers have 
found that the clitoris, not 
the spot inside the vagina, 
is a woman's G-spot. It is 
also more sensitive to 
vibration than any other 
par t  of  the  body.  So 
whether it's a vibrator, 
t o n g u e ,  o r  f i n g e r s , 
focusing on the clitoris 
c o u l d  b e  t h e  k e y  t o 
orgasming. 

I f  you of ten  take 
longer than your partner to 
orgasm, have them focus 
on stimulating you, either 
orally or manually, for 10 
to 15 minutes before 
getting in on the action. 

How to orgasm together, here are wonderful tips for couples 

Awkward problems you get for sleeping with a close friend 

For men: Here are 5 effective ways to satisfy your
woman in bed 
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T h e  N i g e r i a n  N a t i o n a l 
Petroleum Corporation Limited 
is at it again. Some of  the 
ref iner ies  are  undergoing 
refurbishment and will start 
'production' sooner or later.  It 
was widely reported at the end 
of  January 2023 that Daewoo 
Engineering and Construction 
Limited, a South Korean firm, 
signed an agreement with the 
NNPCL to undertake a quick-
fix (whatever that means) repair 
of  the Kaduna refinery and 
restore production to about 60 
per cent capacity by the end of  
2024.
The Kaduna refinery, the latest 
and largest of  the four refineries 
now owned by the NNPCL was 
constructed in 1980! The first 
refinery was built in Port 
Harcourt in 1965 with a capacity 
to process 60,000 barrels per day 
and a 'new' one in the same place 
in 1989 which could process 
150,000 barrels per stream day. 
T h e  Wa r r i  r e f i n e r y  w a s 
commissioned in 1979 to 
produce, initially, 100,000 
barrels per stream day and later 
upgraded to produce 125,000 
barrels per day. This was earlier 
offered for refurbishment in 
2022 with the promise that it will 
start full production again in 
December, 2023.
There are stories in recent times 
that these refineries have not 
been refurbished in almost 15 
years, but we did hear of  
payment  for  tur n -around 
maintenance within the same 
period. Money down the drain 
or money drained into private 
pockets? What is important to us 
here is the ages of  the refineries 
and the technology at the time 
they were built. The technology 
of  the 1965 refinery must be 
different from that of  1980. 
Definitely, the technology of  
refineries today cannot be 
compared with that of  1980 
which is over 40 years. Can there 
be spare parts currently for 
technology of  1980? Maybe 
Daewoo and NNPCL can 
provide a favourable answer.
In an earlier article in July 2022, 
I posited that, “NNPC, the 
corporation, was the only 
o r g a n i s a t i o n  t h a t  h a d 
unproductive refineries but 
maintained full complementary 
workforce on its payroll. It was 
the public company that derives 
joy in importing refined fuel 
while exporting crude oil to the 
detriment of  the economy. It is 
one of  the very few public 
companies that refused to be 
accountable to anyone, even the 
government that set it up. One 
of  the few public companies that 

were not part of  the treasury 
s i n g l e  a c c o u n t  a n d  t h e 
government department that, 
when it sneezes, the other 
ministries catch cold. The public 
outfit that has hoodwinked 
everybody such that those who 
should know better and call to 
question the wrongdoings of  the 
company or cooperation are in 
total silence or submission.” It is 
still in this context that the 
company, which has turned 
p r iva t e,  c o u l d  e n g a ge  i n 
refurbishing two refineries at the 
cost that can build a new, 
modern refinery with greater 
outputs.
R e f u r b i s h i n g ,  f r o m  m y 
understanding, is like making a 
building look new through such 
activities like repairing, cleaning 
and painting. No fundamental 
c h a n g e s  b u t  t h e  n o r m a l 
renovation like freshen up or 
brighten or revitalisation. Quite 
different from something like 
overhaul which is to repair or 
renew thoroughly and better 
than refurbishing. This is also 
different from a word like 
remodelling which means to 
change the structure or form of  
something.
A c c o r d i n g  t o  C o l l i n s 
dictionary.com, remodelling is 
the act of  changing or altering 
the structure, style or form of  
something. If  we want different 
results from what we have been 
getting from these old refineries, 

the way of  remodelling is the 
right path, not refurbishing. 
Remodelling means that the 
refineries will be modernised. 
The 40-year-old technology will 
give way to modern one without 
destroying or removing the 
whole machines. That might be 
worth the amount of  funds 
currently allocated to the 
refurbishing exercise.
At the transformation of  NNPC 
to NNPCL, the Chief  Executive 
Officer of  the new company and 
erstwhile General Manager of  
t h e  N N P C,  M e l e  K ya r i , 
promised that, “the company 
will be smarter, more responsive 
and accountable and will act 
within the premises of  all 
regulations guarding private 
enterprises. It will be managed 
to meet global standards of  best 
p r a c t i c e  i n  t e r m s  o f  
governance.” Part of  being 
s m a r t e r  i s  t o  a d o p t  n ew 
management techniques and 
discard the old ones that did not 
pay off. Another word for turn-
a r o u n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  i s 
'refurbishing' which had, in the 
past, led to waste of  resources 
like time and money.
A smarter way of  running the 
old refineries profitably is to 
remodel them. It may not even 
involve any immediate funds if  
the company decides to go into 
partnership with the Daewoo 
company, as the latter would see 
the prospect for profit making in 

the relationship and thus key 
i n t o  i t  b y  s u p p ly i n g  t h e 
technology required in a joint 
venture management. I doubt if  
Daewoo would want to partner 
with the NNPCL in the case of  
r e fu rb i sh ing  the  ex i s t ing 
refineries because they know it 
would be money down the 
drain.
However, it is shameful that a 
NNPCL that is now private 
s ec to r  d r iven  and  whose 
business for now is to import 
and supply petrol and allied 
products cannot supply the 
products in adequate quantities 
to avoid the logjam that is being 
witnessed now. The company is 
to make money from supplying 
the products to customers who 
pay directly for what they buy. 
Or is the company also in the 
hands of  economic mafia?
In the article entitled, Nigerian 
economy in the stranglehold of  
economic mafia, about three 
weeks ago and before the 
presidential candidate of  the All 
Progressives Congress cried out 
on sabotage regarding his 
presidential ambition, I opined 
that some ministers and public 
officials were no longer in 
control of  activities under their 
watch. I did not expect that to 
happen to a private company 
like the NNPCL if  it is run truly 
as a private company rather than 
a public sector parastatal. What 
is currently happening with the 

running of  the outfit seems to 
prove me wrong.
Since all that the company is 
involved now and pending 
when, hopefully, the Warri 
refinery will start production, is 
to supply fuel via buying from 
any part of  the world and selling 
in the local market, we should 
not be witnessing queues in 
petrol stations due to shortages. 
I have however, noticed that 
NNPCL is a private company in 
i n t e n t i o n  b u t  p u b l i c  i n 
operation.
Back to our original concern, 
there is the need for the NNPCL 
to renegotiate with the Daewoo 
Engineering and Construction 
limited to remodel the Kaduna 
r e f i n e r y  r a t h e r  t h a n 
refurbishment. Fortunately, it is 
the biggest and least archaic of  
the four refineries. So, the 
r e m o d e l l i n g  m ay  n o t  b e 
difficult. The remodelling will 
be a test case for remodelling of  
Port Harcourt refineries, given 
that refurbishment of  the Warri 
refinery is almost complete. 
Also, NNPCL should explore 
the opportunities for joint 
venture with the Daewoo 
company or any other such 
engineering company ready for 
partnership. With that kind of  
arrangement, the NNPCL can 
benefit from additional funds 
from the company and the 
modern technology that the 
remodelling will bring along.

Nigerian Refineries: For Refurbishment
or Remodelling? 

By Sheriffdeen Tella
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y Dear Compatriots,M
I have found it necessary to 

address you today, on the state of  
the nation and to render account 
o n  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  o u r 
administration to sustain and 
strengthen our economy, enhance 
the fight against corruption and 
sustain our gains in the fight 
against terrorism and insecurity 
which has, undoubtedly, been 
impacted by several internal and 
external factors.

2 .  P a r t i c u l a r l y,  I  a m 
a d d r e s s i n g  y o u ,  a s  y o u r 
democratically elected President, 
to identify with you and express 
my sympathy, over the difficulties 
being experienced as we continue 
the implementation of  new 
monetary policies, aimed at 
boosting our economy and 
tightening of  the loopholes 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  m o n e y 
laundering.

3. Let me re-assure Nigerians, 
that strengthening our economy, 
enhancing security and blockage 
of  leakages associated with illicit 
f inancial  f lows remain top 
priority of  our administration. 
And I shall remain committed to 
my oath of  protecting and 
a dva n c i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  
Nigerians and the nation, at all 
times.

4. In the last quarter of  2022, I 
authorised the Central Bank of  
Nigeria (CBN) to redesign the 
N200, N500, and N1000 Nigerian 
banknotes.

5. For a smooth transition, I 
similarly approved that the 
redesigned banknotes should 
circulate concurrently with the 
old bank notes, till 31 January 
2023, before the old notes, cease 
to be legal tender.

6. In appreciation of  the 
systemic and human difficulties 
e n c o u n t e r e d  d u r i n g 
implementation and in response 
to the appeal of  all citizens, an 
extension of  ten days was 
authorized till 10th February, 
2023 for the completion of  the 
process. All these activities are 
being carried out within the ambit 
of  the Constitution, the relevant 
law under the CBN Act 2007 and 
in line with global best practices.

7. Fellow citizens, while I 
seek your understanding and 
patience during this transient 
phase of  implementation, I feel 
obliged to avail you a few critical 
points underpinning the policy 
decision. These include:

a. The need to restore the 
statutory ability of  the CBN to 
keep a firm control over money in 

circulation. In 2015 when this 
administration commenced its 
f i r s t  t e r m ,  C u r r e n c y - i n -
Circulation was only N1.4trillion.

b. The proportion of  currency 
outside banks grew from 78%in 
2015 to 85% in 2022. As of  
October 2022, therefore, currency 
in circulation had risen to N3.23 
trillion; out of  which only N500 
billion was within the Banking 
System while N2.7 tr i l l ion 
remained permanently outside 
the system; thereby distorting the 
financial policy and efficient 
management of  inflation;

c. The huge volume of  Bank 
Notes outside the banking system 
has proven to be practically 
u n ava i l a b l e  f o r  e c o n o m i c 
activities and by implication, 
retard the attainment of  potential 
economic growth;

d .  E c o n o m i c  g r o w t h 
projections make it imperative for 
government to aim at expanding 
financial inclusion in the country 
by reducing the number of  the 
unbanked population; and

e.  Given the prevai l ing 
security situation across the 
country, which keeps improving, 
it also becomes compelling for 
g ove r n m e n t  t o  d e e p e n  i t s 
continuing support for security 
agencies to successfully combat 
banditry and ransom-taking in 
Nigeria

8. Notwithstanding the initial 
s e t b a c k s  ex p e r i e n c e d ,  t h e 
e v a l u a t i o n  a n d  f e e d b a c k 
mechanism set up has revealed 

that gains have emerged from the 
policy initiative.

9 .  I  have  been re l iably 
i n f o r m e d  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e 
commencement of  this program, 
about N2.1 trillion out of  the 
banknotes previously held outside 
the banking system, had been 
successfully retrieved.

10. This represents about 80% 
of  such funds. In the short to 
m e d i u m  a n d  l o n g  t e r m s , 
therefore, it is expected that there 
would be:

a. A strengthening of  our 
macro economic parameters;

b. Reduction of  broad money 
supply leading to a deceleration 
of  the velocity of  money in the 
economy which should result in 
less pressures on domestic prices;

c. Lowering of  Inflation as a 
result of  the accompanying 
decline in money supply that will 
slow the pace of  inflation;

d .  C o l l a p s e  o f  I l l e g a l 
Economic Activities which would 
help to stem corruption and 
acquisition of  money through 
illegal ways;

e. Exchange Rate stability;
f. Availability of  Easy Loans 

and lowering of  interest rates; and
g. Greater visibility and 

transparency of  our financial 
actions translating to efficient 
enforcement of  our anti- money 
laundering legislations.

11. I am not unaware of  the 
obstacles placed on the path of  
i n n o c e n t  N i g e r i a n s  b y 
unscrupulous officials in the 

banking industry, entrusted with 
the process of  implementation of  
the new monetary policy. I am 
deeply pained and sincerely 
sympathise with you all, over 
these unintended outcomes.

12. To stem this tide, I have 
directed the CBN to deploy all 
legitimate resources and legal 
means to ensure that our citizens 
are adequately educated on the 
policy; enjoy easy access to cash 
withdrawal through availability 
o f  appropr ia te  amount  o f  
currency; and ability to make 
deposits.

13. I have similarly directed 
that the CBN should intensify 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  a n t i -
corruption agencies, so as to 
ensure that any institution or 
person(s) found to have impeded 
or sabotaged the implementation 
should be made to bear the full 
weight of  the law.

14. During the extended 
phase of  the deadline for currency 
swap, I listened to invaluable 
pieces of  advice from well 
meaning citizens and institutions 
across the nation.

15. I similarly consulted 
widely with representatives of  the 
State Governors as well as the 
Council of  State. Above all, as an 
administration that respects the 
rule of  law, I have also noted that 
the subject matter is before the 
courts of  our land and some 
pronouncements have been made.

16. To further ease the supply 

pressures particularly to our 
citizens, I have given approval to 
the CBN that the old N200 bank 
notes be released back into 
circulation and that it should also 
be allowed to circulate as legal 
tender with the new N200, N500, 
and N1000 banknotes for 60 days 
from February 10, 2023 to April 
10 2023 when the old N200 notes 
ceases to be legal tender.

17. In line with Section 20(3) 
of  the CBN Act 2007, all existing 
old N1000 and N500 notes 
remain redeemable at the CBN 
and designated points.

18. Considering the health of  
our economy and the legacy we 
must  bequeath to the next 
admin i s t ra t ion  and  fu ture 
generations of  Nigerians, I 
admonish every citizen to strive 
harder to make their deposits by 
taking advantage of  the platforms 
and windows being provided by 
the CBN.

19. Let me assure Nigerians 
that our administration will 
c o n t i n u e  t o  a s s e s s  t h e 
implementation with a view to 
ensuring that Nigerians are not 
unnecessarily burdened. In this 
regard, the CBN shall ensure that 
new notes become more available 
and accessible to our citizens 
through the banks.

20. I wish to once more 
appeal for your understanding till 
we overcome this  di f f icul t 
t ransient  phase within the 
shortest possible time.

21. Fellow citizens, on the 
25th of  February, 2023 the nation 
would be electing a new President 
and National Assembly members. 
I  am aware  tha t  th i s  new 
m o n e t a r y  p o l i c y  h a s  a l s o 
contributed immensely to the 
minimization of  the influence of  
money in politics.

2 2 .  T h i s  i s  a  p o s i t i ve 
departure from the past and 
represents a bold legacy step by 
this administration, towards 
laying a strong foundation for free 
and fair elections.

23. I urge every citizen 
therefore, to go out to vote for 
their candidates of  choice without 
fear, because security shall be 
provided and your vote shall 
count.

24. I however admonish you 
to eschew violence and avoid 
actions capable of  disrupting the 
electoral processes. I wish us all a 
successful General Elections.

Thank you for listening. God 
bless the Federal Republic of  
Nigeria.

NATIONAL BROADCAST BY HIS EXCELLENCY
MUHAMMADU  BUHARI, PRESIDENT, FEDERAL
REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA ON THE CHALLENGES
OF THE CURRENCY SWAP AND STATE OF
THE NATION, ON 16th FEBRUARY, 2023
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Imo NARTPON executives led by its President, Jerry Osuji after an interaction with the new Police Public Relations Of�cer, (PPR0), 
Mr Henry Okoye, recently.

2023: Abia NSCDC trains personnel on 
light arms, weapons handling

T
he Abia State Com-
mand of  Nigeria Se-
curity and Civil De-

fence Corps, NSCDC has 
reiterated its commitment 
to a crime free society. To 
this end, the Command has 
successfully trained another 
batch of  her Personnel on 
Light Arms and Weapons 
Handling.

Addressing the personnel 
(the Batch D codenamed 
DRAGON SQUAD) at the 
Command Headquarters, 
Umuahia after a successful 
Range Classifications Ex-
ercise at 5 Battalion, 145 
Artillery Regiment, Ele-
le, Rivers State, the State 
Commandant, Muhammad 
Hassan Sanyinna, pointed 
out that the training became 
necessary due largely to the 
Command’s determination 
to continue to effectively re-
spond to the prevailing secu-
rity challenges confronting 
the nation on one hand and 
the increasing demand for 

the Corps’ security services 
in the state as well as the pres -
sure from the forthcoming 
2023 general elections on the 
other. Sanyinna, who also 
congratulated the Personnel 
on their safe arrival, said the 
decision to embark on the 
training was taken after se-
curing the kind approval and 
support of  the Commandant 
General of  the Corps, Dr. 
Ahmed Abubakar Audi.

In his words,” I want to 
sincerely thank our most 
amiable Commandant Gen-
eral for his unreserved com-
mitment towards transform-
ing the Corps to effectively 
tackle 21st century security 
challenges confronting our 
country, Nigeria. Your pen-
chant for regular training/
manpower development and 
staff  welfare is quite unprec-
edented. Beyond your kind 
approval for the training, the 
Command appreciates your 
timely interventions and 
support which have been in-

strumental to the great feat 
we have so far recorded in 
fulfilling our mandates.

Meanwhile, in a press 
release made available to 
newsmen by SC Ndukwe 
Agu Egwu, Civil Defence 
PRO Abia State Command 
on behalf  of  the State Com-
mandant, stated that Com-
mandant Sanyinna since 
assumption of  office in July, 
2022 has embarked on pro-
grammes targeted at improv-
ing the Command’s security 
services delivery which is 
also responsible for the in-
creasing performance rating 
in its favour in the state.

The release read, “The 
latest of  these performance 
induced programmes is the 
Light Arms and Weapons 
Handling training in which 
the Command successfully 
partnered with the Nigerian 
Army. He has also embarked 
on aggressive maintenance 
of  all serviceable operation-
al vans to enhance security 

Video footage shows attackers of 
Ugochinyere’s house – CUPP
T

he Coalition of Unit-
ed Political Parties 
(CUPP) has released 

a video footage of  the third 
and latest attack on the coun-
try home of  its spokesperson, 
Ikenga Imo Ugochinyere, by 

unknown gunmen in Akokwa
Imo State, on February 7, 
2023.

This third attack is coming 
less than a month after the 
second attack on January 14 
where four people were killed 

including his uncle and prop-
erty including houses and 
over 32 vehicles worth over 
N1billion were destroyed.

The video showed the men 
armed with guns, machet-
es, charms and other dan-

gerous weapons invading 
the house in a commando 
style and when they could 
not find Ugochinyere in the 
house resorted to terroriz-
ing occupants of  the house, 
stealing of property, planting 
incriminating items and de-
struction of property includ-
ing bursting overhead water 
tanks and industrial size gen-
erators.

The group in a press con-
ference in Abuja also accused 
the Imo State government 
and the State’s Commission-
er of  Police of  knowing more 
than they were willing to say 
over the attack.

They alleged that from 
amongst the attackers, men 

of  the Imo State Police Com-
mand, Ebubeagu Network 
and at least one officer from 
the Force Intelligence and 
Investigation Bureau (FIIB) 
were identified from the vid-
eo.

They, therefore, called 
on the Inspector General 
of  Police to immediately in-
vestigate the attack so as to 
unravel the mystery behind 
Unknown Gunmen in Imo 
State.

A statement signed by 
2nd spokesperson of  the co-
alition, Mark Adebayo, on 
Thursday, also accused the 
Imo CP of  colluding with 
the ruling party in the State 
to seize voter education and 

campaign materials belong-
ing to Ugochinyere and the 
PDP as well as detaining and 
torturing those in possession 
of  the materials for six days 
without charging them to 
Court or releasing them.

He added that the lawyer 
who went to secure the bail 
of  the arrested people was 
also arrested and detained 
but was released after three 
days.

Adebayo said the Imo CP 
shielded those responsible 
for voters register manipula-
tion but only went ahead to 
charge innocent INEC staff 
to court, an action which has 
been struck out by the court 
for lack of  evidence.

services delivery in the state.
“From the backdrop of  

the foregoing therefore, the 
Abia NSCDC Boss has for 
the umpteenth time assured 
law abiding citizens and res-
idents of  Abia State to come 
out on 25th February and 
11th March, 2023 respective-
ly to vote their preferred can-
didates as the Command has 
continued to synergize with 
other security agencies to en-
sure their safety pre, during 
and post elections.

“However, like the Leg-
endary Oliver Twist, Com-
mandant Sanyinna is calling 
on the government at all lev-
els, Non Governmental Or-
ganizations,  Philanthropists 
and other Stakeholders to 
support the Corps in areas of  
providing more operational 
Hilux Vans, Modern Secu-
rity Equipment and other 
logistics adding that any as-
sistance in the areas numer-
ated above shall be a boost to 
serve the people better”.

Buhari jets off to Addis Ababa for AU Summit   

P
resident Muhammadu 
Buhari is scheduled 
to depart Abuja on 

Thursday for Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia for the 36th Ordi-
nary Session of  the Assem-
bly of  the African Union 
(AU).
   A statement by Senior Spe-
cial Assistant to the Presi-
dent on Media and Publicity, 
Mallam Garba Shehu, also 
said Buhari will participate 
in three high-level meetings 
at while he is in Addis Aba-
ba.
   The statement, which re-
vealed the theme of  the 
Summit to be “Acceleration 
of  the African Continental 
Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) 
Implementation,” also ex-
plained Buhari would be 
attending an extraordinary 
summit of  the Authority of  
Heads of  State and Govern-
ment of  ECOWAS on the 
sidelines of  the Summit.
   “The President will par-
ticipate in three High Level 
meetings on peace and secu-
rity, climate change and the 
political situation in some 

West African countries.
   “First is the Peace and Se-
curity Council (PSC) meet-
ing of  Heads of  State and 
Government on the situation 
in the Eastern Democratic 
Republic of  Congo (AUP-
SC High Level AU), to be 
chaired by the President of  
South Africa, in his capacity 
as the Chair of  the Council 
for the month of  February.
   “Second is the meeting of  
the Committee of  the Heads 
of  State and Government 
on Climate Change (CA-
HOSCC), currently chaired 
by the President of  Niger 
Republic.
  “On the margins of  the 
annual meetings of  the AU, 
President Buhari will also 
attend an extraordinary 
summit of  the Authority of  
Heads of  State and Govern-
ment of  ECOWAS.
   “The Nigerian leader will 
deliver remarks at these 
events as well as present his 
National Statement at the 
opening session of  the Sum-
mit, which brings together 
leaders from the AU member 

Anambra Media Summit trains 
journalists on electoral violence, 
fake news
 From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
ssociation of  Digital 
Media Core Advo-
cates has organised 

a one day media summit for 
practicing journalists in An-
ambra. 
The event which took place at 
Awka, Anambra state capital 
on Thursday had its theme; 
Role of  Media in Countering 
Political Intolerance, Elector-
al Violence and Fake News.
    In his opening remark, the 
convener, Mr Harry Chuks 
said the training is a sensitiza-
tion summit in furtherance to 
our commitment to advanc-
ing the good of  our society 
as it relates to ethical media 
practice and engagement.
   He stressed that the summit 
is coming during a transition 
period in Nigeria as election is 
around the corner. “Typically 
of  election of  this nature, so 
many issues bothering on In-
tolerance, propaganda, fake 
news, thuggery as well as out-
right violence.        
   This is why as media peo-
ple there is need for us to play 
crucial role of  informing the 

masses about the dangers of  
these ugly tendencies”.
  We must be adequately pre-
pared in order to give the pub-
lic what they need and desire. 
It is our belief  that this inter-
action would sharpen all of  
us, in preparation of  the task 
ahead, he added.
   Detailing on the rise of  fake 
news, veteran journalist, Mr 
Emma elekwachi noted that 
the fake news reporting has 
eaten into the debris of  our 
information dissemination 
and has equally caused a lot 
of  harm than good in our so-
ciety. 
   Another contributor, Mr Ti-
tus Elewekwe of  Daily Trust 
Newspaper added that fake 
news breeds intolerance and 
violence and one should be 
mindful of  the type of  news 
you dish out to the public. 
As a journalist you must be 
factual and make sure your 
reports are clear and concise 
in relaying the information. 
Earlier, Vice President, Ni-
gerian Union of  Journalist, 
Southeast council, Comr 
Emma Ifesinachi urged jour-
nalist to be credible in the dis-
charge of  information.

countries as well as a number 
of  non-AU countries and in-
ternational institutions ac-
credited to the AU in Addis 
Ababa,” the statement reads
   The President, who would 
be accompanied on the trip 
by some Ministers and other 
top government officials, will 
return to Nigeria on Mon-
day, February 20.
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SPORTS
a s k e t b a l l  g r e a t BMichael Jordan will 
m a k e  a  r e c o r d -

b r e a k i n g  $ 1 0  m i l l i o n 
donation to the Make-A-
Wish foundation to mark his 
60th birthday later this week, 
a  s t a t e m e n t  s a i d  o n 
Wednesday.

Jordan's  donation to 
Make-A-Wish – which aims 
to fulfi l l  the wishes of  
children aged between 2-18 
battling critical illness – is the 
largest in the Arizona-based 
nonprofit's 43-year history.

T h e  s i x - t i m e  N B A 
championship winner has 
had a long association with 
the nonprofit, first working 
with the organization in 

1989.
“For the past 34 years, it's 

been an honor to partner 
with Make-A-Wish and help 
bring a smile and happiness 
to so many kids,” Jordan 
said in a news release.

Everyone knows about 
Michael's legacy on the 
basketball court, but it's 
what he has consistently 
done off  the court when no 
one's watching that makes 
him a true legend for wish 
families and the wider 
Make-A-Wish community

“ W i t n e s s i n g  t h e i r 
strength and resil ience 
during such a tough time in 
their lives has truly been an 
inspiration.

“I can't think of  a better 
birthday gift than seeing 
others join me in supporting 
Make-A-Wish so that every 
child can experience the 
magic of  having their wish 
come true.”

M a k e - A - W i s h  s a i d 
J o r d a n  h a d  g r a n t e d 
“hundreds” of  wishes to 
children all over the world 
since 1989.

His multimillion-dollar 
donation will be used to 

Make-A-Wish community,” 
said Make-A-Wish America 
chie f  execut ive  Les l ie 
Motter.

Jordan is regarded by 
m a n y  a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t 
basketball player in history, 

e x i c o  h e a d Mc o a c h ,  Pe d r o 
Lopez  Ramos 

heaped plaudits on the 
Super Falcons despite his 
team's victory over the 
former African champions 
at the Revelation Cup.

The North Americans 
eased to a 1-0 victory against 
the  Supe r  Fa l c o ns  o n 
Thursday morning.

Kiana Palacios' 85th-
minute  s t r ike  was  the 
difference between both 
teams.

Ramos acknowledged 

r s e n a l  l e g e n d 

AT h i e r r y  H e n r y 
believes Bukayo 

Saka needs to develop a 
meaner streak if  he is to 
deliver success at the club.

Saka has been central to 
Arsenal's outstanding start 
to the Premier League 
season.

H o w e v e r ,  a s  t h e 
G u n n e r s  l o s t  3 - 1  t o 
M a n c h e s t e r  C i t y  o n 
Wednesday and surrendered 
their Premier League lead, 
Henry believes Saka still has 
a long way to go to become a 
top class player.

 “ T h e r e ' s  s o  m a n y 

rsenal boss Mikel 

AAr te ta  says  the i r 
p e r f o r m a n c e 

d e s e r v e d  m o r e  a f t e r 
Wednesday night's 3-1 home 
defeat to Manchester City.

The result sees City move 
ahead of  Arsenal as Premier 

but we gave them three goals 
and the game at the end. With 
certain errors at this level you 
can't make. The team put the 
level very high at the same 
time.

 “They were playing long 
balls and we suffered to get out 
of  those zones and didn't read 
the situation well enough, 
they punished us.”

On title race, he added: “I 
have more belief  than I had 
before the game, with the 

S Roma coach Jose 

AMourinho has cast 
doubt on his future.

With a deal to 2024, 
Mourinho was asked about 
his commitment beyond this 
season.

H e  s a i d ,  “ I t ' s  m i d -
February, do you think the 

create an endowment to 
help grant wishes in the 
future for children and 
young people with serious 
illnesses.

“Everyone knows about 
Michael's legacy on the 
basketball court, but it's 
what he has consistently 
done off  the court when no 
one's watching that makes 
him a true legend for wish 
families and the wider 

with six NBA Finals MVP 
awards in addition to his 
championship rings.

He also won five season 
MVP awards and was a 14-
time All-Star during a career 
that spanned 1984 to 2003.

that his team were worthy 
winners against Randy 
Waldrum's charges but 
insisted the Nigerian ladies 
deserve respect.

“Nigeria is one of  the best 
teams in Africa. If  you see 
their players, they are in the 
best leagues in the world. 
We deserve the win, but you 
have to respect them,” the 
gaffer said after the game.

Mexico's next game in 
the competition is against 
Costa Rica on Saturday.

The Super Falcons will 
battle with Colombia on the 
same day.

players that I'm actually 
looking forward to seeing in 
that game – but I'm going to 
have to mention Bukayo 
Saka,” Henry told Amazon 
Prime pre-game.

“Why? Because the way 
he came back from the 
Euros, missing that penalty, 
he never looked back since.

“And I just think that… I 
just want the team to win 
and all of  that, but I want 
him to play well in that 
game, to play well up until 
the end of  the season, and to 
be the player that can decide 
games.”

League leaders  on goal 
difference, though having 
played one game more.

Arteta later said, “Huge 
battle – a battle that, especially 
until we conceded second 
goal, we had them – we had 
the feeling we could beat them 

performance and the level the 
team put in against City. They 
wanted to play a different 
game than the one we played 
and with the crowd we have 
we can do it.

“They still have it [the 
belief], I can sense it. They feel 
they can do it.

“The difference was in the 
boxes, they had three chances 
and they put them away. We 
had chances and we didn't put 
them away.”

club will talk to me in June? I 
guess it would be too late,” 
said Mourinho.

“I don't expect anything, 
they know what they can 
expect from me.”

Ahead of  facing RB 
Salzburg in the Europa 
League, Mourinho also 
s a i d :  “ I n  t e r m s  o f  
c o m m i t m e n t  a n d 
philosophy, I don't think 
there are similar teams in 
Serie A.

“We've studied the team, 
but you never really know 
until you play. Champions 
League games are a good 
reference for us.

“They have players who 
are 21 or 22 years old, but 
with 10 or 15 Champions 
League games under their 
belt.”
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