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News
No amount of sacrifice ‘ll be too 
much to combat insecurity 
- Ogunewe
By Grace Ofurum

T
he Imo State Labour 
Party aspirant, Ma-
jor General Lincoln 

Ogunewe (Retired) has said 
that in combating insecurity 
in the land, no amount of  of  
sacrifice will be too much.

Speaking to newsmen in 
Owerri, the security expert, 
Ogunewe noted that the 
South East that houses Ndig-
bo is the least in terms of  pop-
ulation according to available 
data.

He said “Killings depop-
ulate a race, adding that the 
unwonted killing of  our sons 
and daughters is depopulat-
ing the Igbo race, insisting 
that the madness must stop 
no matter the provocation. 
Ogunewe posited that the 
costliest commodity in Ala 
Igbo today is security. 

Speaking on his plan to 
end insecurity in Imo State if  
he becomes the governor of  
Imo State, he said, “This is 
my area and expertise. I have 
the training, experience and 
contact having served in com-
mand, staff, intelligence and 
diplomatic duties while in the 
military for over 35 years. My 
motivation for my aspiration 
to run for governorship in 
Imo State is to end the inse-
curity in the State and create 
a conducive environment for 
development. I will unify all 
the opposing/contending 
forces in the State as I don’t 
belong to any”. 

“I will engage the people, 
especially the youths. I un-
derstand the strategy and 
tactics of  security operations 
better than any gubernatorial 
aspirant and will work with 
the Military, Police and other 
Security Agencies in adopting 

non kinetic operations in end-
ing the insecurity in Imo State 
for other states in the South 
East to emulate.

He insisted that arrogance, 
threats, guns and bullet would 
rather exacerbate than end 
the insecurity in Ala Igbo, 
stressing that he has a com-
manding understanding of  
the National security archi-
tecture, National Defence 
Policy and National Security 
Policy, saying he knows how 
to apply these tools in conflict 
resolution.

“The insecurity in Ala 
Igbo is not propelled by any 
extreme ideological views or 
beliefs and so, can easily be 
resolved through established 
conflict resolution mecha-
nism, adding that he had in 
the recent past commented 
on state funded security out-
fits and the LGA adminis-
tration system. He stated the 
criteria state funded security 
outfits must meet in order to 
gain the people’s support and 
confidence. He reiterated that 
State funded security outfits 
which fail to meet these cri-
teria should be called what 
it represents, a militia group 
whose motive is to kill, de-
stroy and maim. 

Hear the security expert, 
“LGAs constitute the first tier 
of  our security architecture 
and will operate optimally if  
granted autonomy because 
they are closer to the people. 
The insecurity is much worse 
in the LGAs than the cities”.

He asserted that no amount 
of  sacrifice will be too much 
to be made in ending insecu-
rity in the land, adding that 
he will lead in making sacri-
fices that will unite Ndi Imo 
in ending the insecurity that is 
gradually consuming the state 
as a people.

Foiled attack: Anambra Police neutralizes 
one, recover explosives
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

P
olice operatives in 
Ogidi police station, 
Idemili North local 

government area has foiled 
a suspected attack by hood-
lums, killing one and recov-
ered 25litres of  Premium 
Motor Spirit (PMS) as well as 

some expanded cartridges.
News Echo gathered that 

the hoodlums arrived in the 
early hours on Wednesday 
around 2: 15am with a Toyo-
ta Hiace bus, a Toyota Hilux, 
three motorcycles and started 
shooting indiscriminately in 
an attempt to gain access in-
side the station until the gal-
lant response by police per-

sonnel on duty.
Confirming the report Po-

lice Public Relations Officer 
of  the Anambra State Police 
Command, DSP Ikenga To-
chukwu, in a press statement 
made available to News Echo 
said “Today 13/2/2023 by 
2:15 am, Police Operatives 
foiled an attack by armed 
men on the Ogidi Police sta-
tion, demobilize one of  the 
armed men, and recovered 
many expanded cartridges 
and 25 litres of  PMS”. 

“The hoodlums/arsonists 
came in their numbers with 
an unmarked Toyota Hiace 
bus, a Toyota Hilux and three 
motorcycles, started shooting 
indiscriminately and attempt-
ed to gain access in Ogidi Po-
lice Station, Idemili North”. 

The statement further dis-
closed that “they were fiercely 
resisted by Police Officers on 
duty and due to the superi-
or gunfire of  the operatives; 
the hoodlums flee the scene 
while one of  the armed men 
was neutralized by the oper-
atives. The Police facility is 
intact and no casualty was 
recorded on the side of  the 
Police”.  “The area has been 
reinforced by the Tactical 
teams of  the command, and 
Police operation is still ongo-
ing. Further details shall be 
communicated, please”.

Peter Obi, Gani Adams meet in Lagos
Presidential candidate of  

the Labour Party, LP, Peter 
Obi on Monday met with 
the Aare Onakakanfo of  
Yoruba land, Iba Gani Ad-
ams in Lagos.

The former Anambra 
governor presented his blue-
print to the traditional lead-
er at the latter’s residence in 
Omole Phase 2.

Obi, who confirmed he 
has embraced restructuring, 
said his plans on the econ-
omy, tourism, security and 
agriculture, among others, 
remain pivotal to pulling the 
nation out of  the political 
quagmire.

He submitted that the 
agenda of  his administra-
tion was all-inclusive, with 
a prominent focus on the 
unity of  Nigeria as well as a 
robust economy.

The frontrunner highlight-
ed the economic potentials 

of  the Northern and South-
ern regions, noting that his 
visit to Adams was part of  
the ongoing consultations.

Obi said prominent lead-
ers like former president 
Olusegun Obasanjo, Pa Ayo 
Adebanjo and Chief  Edwin 
Clark would not be support-
ing his ambition if  it were 
about money.

“There are others who can 
give billions to the elders and 
leaders, but I have no money 
to give. I have a strong desire 
to change the country,” he 
stated.

The LP flagbearer restated 
his commitment to making 
Nigeria work for everybody, 
assuring his government 
would do things differently.

Obi made reference to how 
the Philippines, Vietnam, 
India and China, with their 
huge population, succeeded 
in ensuring food and human 

security, saying: “I will make 
Sambisa Forest an Agric 
village and also explore the 
tourism sector and address 
the spate of  insecurity.”

In his response, Adams 
pointed out that the visit 
was not an endorsement but 
a show of  respect to the re-
vered stool that had been in 
existence since 1587.

The Aare said by virtue of  
his title as well as leadership 
of  the Oodua People’s Con-
gress (OPC) and Oodua Pro-
gressives Union (OPU), he 
is a major player and stake-
holder in the South-West 
and Nigeria.

Adams pointed out that 
Obi’s respect for the stool he 
occupies is a reflection of  his 
understanding of  Nigeria’s 
problems.

“I appreciate your gesture 
and respect. You gave us 
short notice on your visit; I 

appreciate the fact that you 
keep to time. It is a show 
of  your passion and dedica-
tion,” he said.

He added: “Anybody that 
wants to be the Nigerian 
president should restructure 
the country into federating 
units where each region will 
develop at their own pace.”

He recalled that the na-
tion’s founding fathers 
agreed on an enduring tem-
plate of  federalism based on 
the Independence constitu-
tion of  1960.

The Yoruba leader lament-
ed how the military came 
and thwarted the polity by 
changing federalism to uni-
tary system.

Stressing that Obi’s “beau-
tiful ideas” will be difficult to 
implement if  Nigeria is not 
restructured to regionalism, 
the Aare wished him well 
ahead of  the February 25 
presidential poll.

APGA denies endorsing Izunaso for Senate

T
he leadership of  the All 
Progressives Grand Al-
liance (APGA) in Orlu 

Zone has denied endorsing 
the senatorial candidate of  
the All Progressives Congress 
(APC), Senator Osita Izuna-
so.

Speaking to newsmen in 
Owerri on Sunday, the Orlu 
Zonal Chairman of  APGA 
and State Vice Chairman of  
the party, Chief  Okechuk-
wu Emeh, pointed out that 
APGA has an eminently 
qualified candidate for the 
Orlu senatorial seat, Chief  
Patrick Azuma.

He, therefore, wondered 
why certain fifth columnists 
would begin to peddle false-
hood about the party endors-
ing a candidate of  another 
party.

According to Chief  Emeh, 
“It is embarrassing to imagine 
that APGA, which today is 
the most credible and most 

acceptable party in Orlu Zone 
would think of  endorsing a 
candidate from another party.

“Again, our party has the 
best candidate for Orlu Sen-
ate, who is Chief  Patrick 
Azuma. He stands out in 
everything.

“I can confirm to you on 
the strength of  my office that 

there was never a time the 
leadership of  APGA in Orlu 
Zone met to discuss anything 
about endorsing another can-
didate.

“I am the Chairman of  
APGA in Orlu Zone. I sus-
pect that some pretenders, 
conmen and fifth columnists 
might be somewhere ripping 

Angry mob sets suspected thief 
ablaze in Anambra
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe 
Awka

A
nother drama on 
Monday took turn 
as a yet-to-be-identi-

fied man, suspected to be an 
armed robber, was, captured 
and set ablaze by angry mob 
in Anambra State.

Although our correspond-
ent could not ascertain the 
authenticity and the date of  
the jungle justice, it was gath-
ered that the incident hap-
pened at Ogidi, Idemili North 
Local Government Area of  
the state

This was corroborated by a 
video currently trending on-
line, which shows the fire-en-
gulfed suspect as he stood 
from the spot he was lighted, 
strugglingly running around 
and calling for help, while 
many, including bus drivers 
were avoiding him from com-
ing closer to them, to avoid 
giving them a share of  the 
raging fire.

After a short while of  his 
struggle, some of  the youths 

who lighted him ended up 
the whole drama by push-
ing him down to the spot, 
decapacitating him and also 
throwing up more tires on 
him, while many others at the 
scene watched and videoed 
him, as gradually burnt to his 
last breath

When contacted, the 
Spokesperson of  the Anam-
bra State Police Command, 
DSP Ikenga Tochukwu told 
our correspondent that the 
Command is calling on the 
members of  the public who 
has detailed information 
about the incident to avail 
same to the Command, to 
enable it embark on an inves-
tigation.

He said, “Following the 
emergence of  a disturbing 
video showing a man set 
ablaze by some yet unidenti-
fied persons which are alleged 
happened in Anambra State, 
the Police Command wishes 
to call on anyone who knows 
the date, time and area the in-
cident occurred, to avail, the 
Command with information.

off  some of  unsuspecting 
candidates.

“To that effect, I warn these 
undertakers to desist from 
their mischief, while also call-
ing on security agencies to in-
vestigate that very fallacious 
report with a view to bringing 
those behind it to book”.

Labour Party Rally: Atiku, Tinubu’s camps
trade tackles over Peter Obi

T
he camps of  the Peo-
ples Democratic Par-
ty, PDP, presidential 

candidate, Atiku Abubakar 
and the All Progressives 
Congress, APC, Bola Tinu-
bu on Saturday exchanged 
words over the Labour Par-
ty, LP, presidential rally in 
Lagos State.

LP presidential candi-
date, Peter Obi’s support-
ers embarked on a road 
walk from the Lekki-Epe 
expressway to the Tafawa 
balewa Square in Lagos.

The rally was said to have 
caused a massive traffic 
gridlock along the Lek-
ki-Epe expressway.

Reacting, Tinubu-Shetti-
ma Director of  Media and 
Publicity, Bayo Onanuga 

accused Obi of  conducting 
an uncivilized campaign.

In a tweet, Onanuga ac-
cused Obi of  causing dis-
comfort to the people of  
Lagos State.

Onanuga wrote: “Peter 
Obi and his supporters are 
doing a road walk in Lagos, 
causing a massive traffic 
jam on the ever-busy Lek-
ki-Epe expressway.

“His rally is at TBS on 
the island. But he chose to 
cause discomfort to Lago-
sians. An uncivilized way 
to campaign in our city.”

However, Atiku’s spokes-
man, Phrank Shaibu won-
dered why Onanuga should 
complain about Obi’s rally.

Shaibu recounted how 

MC Oluomo prevented 
Christians from going to 
church when he had a walk 
for Tinubu on October 9, 
2022.

He queried Onanuga if  
Atiku and Obi complained 
about MC Oluomo’s ac-
tion.

“@officialABAT’s ail-
ment appears communica-
ble! Did #MC Oluomo not 
prevent #christian worship-
pers from going to church 
when he held a walk for 
Tinubu on Sunday, Octo-
ber 9, 2022?

“Did the @atiku or @
PeterObi supporters com-
plain? @OfficialAPCN & 
moslem/moslem ticket,” 
he tweeted.
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Tinubu promises tourism investment in Imo 

P
resident Muhammadu 
Buhari and the presi-
dential flag bearer of  

the ruling All Progressives 
Congress (APC) Asiwaju 
Bola Tinubu, Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 14, the Valentine Day 
stormed Imo state for the 
party’s presidential cam-
paign rally.

The APC presidential can-
didate Bola Tinubu, among 
other promises said he will 

end insecurity in Imo State, 
nay Nigeria if  elected.

Speaking at the APC 
South East grand finale rally 
in Owerri, Tuesday, the can-
didate said President Mu-
hammadu Buhari had laid 
foundation for development 
in the last eight years, which 
he said would be consolidat-
ed.

He further vowed to invest 
in tourism, real estate and 
education in the state, de-

scribing Imo as tourism des-
tination of  the country.

Tinubu maintained that 
he would continue with the 
developmental programmes 
of  Buhari’s administration.

He submitted that the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
refused to move the coun-
try forward when they held 
sway.

His words “PDP stole Ni-
geria’s treasure. President 
Buhari’s eight years is a re-

tooling process. PDP are 
liars. We will continue with 
developmental programme 
of  APC. It will not stop. 
Imo is the destination for 
tourism. We will add value 
to real estate in Imo State. 
Invest in education. Build 
and reconstruct your roads 
in Imo. No more ASUU 
strike. We are not seeking for 
the booty of  office. We will 
be prudent and manage reve-
nue generation capacity. We 
will bring peace and capaci-

ty. We will work with state to 
ensure security”, he stated.

Tinubu, however prayed 
that the party’s loyalists in 
Imo, will witness many Val-
entine’s Day in their families. 

Handing over APC flag 
to Tinubu, President Buhari 
said the party’s presidential 
candidate would succeed if  
elected.

The governor of  Imo State, 
Senator Hope Uzodimma, 
assured the party of  victory 
in the state in the forthcom-
ing election.

“Imo people are grateful to 
Mr President. We sought for 
your support for building of  
roads and fighting insecurity 
in Imo State, you approved. 
It is time to reciprocate that 
support by voting for APC” 
the governor stated.

The governor of  Ebonyi 
State, Dave Umahi said 
that the Igbo would vote for 
APC because of  the second 
Niger Bridge constructed by 
the Buhari’s administration.

Governor Sanwu Olu of  
Lagos State said Igbo people 
living in his state are sup-
porting Tinubu.

Why I campaign in markets
– Peter Obi

T
he presidential can-
didate of  the Labour 
Party, Peter Obi, has 

said that his reason for go-
ing to the markets as part of  
his campaign is his emphasis 
to return Nigeria from con-
sumption to a production 
country because functional 
markets are the roots.

Obi disclosed this during 
a one-on-one interview on 
Monday night.

The LP presidential candi-
date speaking on the econom-
ic ideas and implementation 
strategies of  his campaign 
noted, “My reason for going 
to markets is simple.

“I have always said we 
need to be able to go back 
from consumption to produc-
tion, you can’t talk about do-
ing that without roots to the 
functional markets.

“I need to interact with 
traders and business people, 
and visit industrialists, agri-
culturalists hearing what is 
their problem and be able to 
promise them of  better times 
to come.

Speaking on his plan agen-
da on the economy should 
he be elected as president for 
these small-scale businesses, 
the LP’s presidential candi-
date remarked, “the greatest 
employer of  labour, the great-
est productive area in any 
economy is Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises. China 
to India and Indonesia, are 

all driven by the same econ-
omy.

Giving statistics on world 
working economies, the 
former Anambra governor 
pointed out that in a country 
like Indonesia, almost over 
90 percent of  the businesses 
are in this sector in terms of  
employment, they are creat-
ing over 70 percent of  the em-
ployment, in China, over 60 
percent, a similar situation in 
Vietnam, these are countries 
that are doing very well today 
and a very productive and ex-
port-geared.

Going further, he stated, “I 
believe that you need to study 
and listen to this session be-
cause they will propel what 
we went to achieve. For me, 
the commitment to pull peo-
ple out of  poverty is immeas-
urable.

“What governments in 
Nigeria have not done in the 
past is to look at where they 
are coming and where they 
are standing.

“For example, in 2012, un-
employment was about 10 to 
12 percent but today, it has 
risen to about 33 percent.

“Our monetary poverty 
was 55 million. 33 percent to-
day is about 95 million, and 
of  course, multi-dimensional 
poverty has increased to 133 
million.

“These are things that need 
to be addressed by a new gov-
ernment.”

2023:  Peter Obi boasts, says Labour Party’s victory 
‘ll mark beginning of new Nigeria

T
he Presidential Can-
didate of  the Labour 
Party (LP), Peter Obi 

has said the party’s victory in 
the 2023 Presidential election 
on February 25 would mark 
the beginning of  a new Nige-
ria.

Peter Obi, in company 
with his running mate, Dr 
Datti Baba-Ahmed, other 
candidates, and party chief-
tains, said this at the party’s 
Mega Rally at Tafawa Bale-
wa Square (TBS), Lagos, on 
Saturday, February 12, 2023.

The former Anambra gov-
ernor said he was bound by 
all the promises made to Ni-
gerians and would not renege 
on them if  elected.

 “I want you to take what 
we are promising you be-
cause for too long in this 
country we have allowed 
people to come, tell us one 
thing and when they get to 
office, they do another thing.

“We can no longer take it, 
you either do what you tell us 

or please leave our office.
 “Please, go out on Feb. 25, 

look for LP, vote them, stay 
there until they count the 
votes. Once we win elections, 
that is the beginning of  a new 
Nigeria,” he said.

Obi decried the rising in-
security, poverty, joblessness, 
consistent industrial strikes, 
fuel scarcity, suffering and 
economic hardship.

“Datti and I, are promising 
you that we will secure and 
unite Nigeria.

“We will ensure that when 
we start, after some years, no 
Nigerian will say I am from 
the West, East, North, South, 
but be proud to say we are 
Nigerians.

“We assure you that we 
are going to work hard to 
push out poverty and ensure 
our youths are employed. 
We will remove this country 
from consumption to pro-
duction.

“Lagos will remain the 
centre of  our finance and 

excellence. Nigeria has all it 
needs to be a great country,” 
he said.

Obi said that Nigeria had 
been designed to be a great 
country, but for bad leader-
ship and governance.

He said that their adminis-
tration would ensure rule of  
law and orderliness.

The LP Presidential candi-
date said that they would cre-
ate an enabling environment 
that would spur investments 

in oil and gas, adding that 
there would be no room for 
anybody to steal Nigeria’s oil 
again. He said that farmers 
and youths would be sup-
ported, while ensuring that 
all uncultivated land in the 
North would be invested in, 
through agriculture.

According to him, their 
administration will use food 
production to drive down in-
flation in the country through 
exports.

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

T
o cushion the hash ef-
fects of  new naira cri-
ses on Abia citizens, 

Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
has directed that all govern-
ment taxes collected from 
traders and other artisans, be 
suspended.

Ikpeazu lamented that 
many businesses in parts of  
the State have suffered un-
told hardship experienced by 
Abians and urged the federal 
government, Central Bank 
of  Nigeria (CBN) and other 
concerned agencies to take a 
firm stand on new/old naira 
notes.

The governor in a state-
ment by his Chief  Press Sec-
retary, Onyebuchi Ememan-
ka, directed the State’s Board 
of  Internal Revenue to com-
ply with the  instruction.

The CPS added that Ik-
peazu had earlier paid a vis-
it to good morning market 
where he sympathized with 
the traders on their plight.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, some traders at Uba-
ni market in Umuahia and 
Keke NAPEP operators 
urged Abia State government 
to monitor the new order as 
according to them; touts and 
other revenue agents are still 
taxing them as at Tuesday 
morning.

Says he ‘ll consolidate on development-base laid by Buhari 

President Muhammadu Buhari has been conferred with a Chieftaincy title of “Nwaneri 
Di Na’Mba” by the Traditional rulers of Imo State at the Eze Imo royal palace, Owerri.

President Buhari signs NIHOTOUR Establishment 
Bill into law

P
resident Muham-
madu Buhari has 
signed the Establish-

ment Bill of  the National 
Institute for Hospitality and 
Tourism, NIHOTOUR, 
into law.

This is contained in a 
statement by Mr Joesef  
Karim, Special Assistant 
(Technical) to the Director 
General of  NIHOTOUR, 

Alhaji Sani Kangiwa, and 
issued to the News Agency 
of  Nigeria on Monday in 
Abuja.

The act established the 
institute for training, certi-
fication and registration of  
hospitality, travel and tour-
ism personnel in Nigeria.

NIHOTOUR is a para-
statal agency under the Fed-
eral Ministry of  Informa-

tion and Culture, engaged 
in training, consultancy, 
research and publications 
towards promoting skills 
and entrepreneurship.

The institute has played a 
pivotal role in building an 
entrepreneurial ecosystem, 
not only in Nigeria, but in 
other countries through in-
ternational training and de-
velopment programmes.

Gunmen burn down High Court in
Imo, 10 days after killing Judge

M
any case files, oth-
er documents and 
offices have been 

destroyed as yet-to-be-iden-
tified gunmen attacked and 
burnt down a High Court in 
state.

This is coming barely ten 
days after Nnaemeka Ug-
boma, the judge in charge 
of  Ejemekwuru Custom-
ary Court in the state was 
gruesomely murdered right 
inside the court by the gun-
men as he was presiding 

over a court session.
According to eyewitness, 

the arsonists came heavi-
ly-armed to attack the court, 
the Oguta High Court, lo-
cated right inside the Oguta 
Local Government Head-
quarters.

Reports say the incident 
happened at about 11.30pm 
on Sunday, during which 
the Magistrate’s court reg-
istry, Appeal court record 
office, file room, secretary to 
the high court judge’s office, 

office of  the high court bail-
iff, the chamber of  the high 
court judge were all burnt to 
naught.

Confirming the incident, 
the Sole Administrator of  
the Oguta L.G.A., Ofili Ijio-
ma, said that the attack had 
been reported to security 
agents, while investigation is 
currently ongoing to unravel 
and fish out the arsonists.

On his own part, the Po-
lice Public Relations Of-
ficer of  the Imo State Police 
Command, Henry Okoye 
said he was yet to receive full 
details of  what happened.

Ikpeazu suspends govt taxes 
over naira scarcity
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Editorial

istorically, Saint Valentine, a Hthird-century Roman saint 
widely celebrated on Feb. 14 and 

commonly associated with “courtly 
love,” a Medieval European concept 
emphasizing nobility, chivalry and 
selfless acts of charity.

An account said; the story of this 
loving day is really not filled with love. It 
is about a confrontation between a saint 
valentine and a cruel king. Saint 
Valentine was a priest in Rome and 
served during the third century while 
Claudius II reigned as king.

The king was against love affairs and 
marriage. He believed that by love or 
marriage, soldiers forget their goals and 
the married man is always worried about 
what will happen to his family after his 
death. Due to this concern, he is unable 
to pay full attention to the battle. 
Keeping this in mind, King Claudius 
announced that no soldier of  his 
kingdom will marry and anyone who did 
not listen to him will be punished 
severely. All the soldiers were unhappy 
with this decision but there was a saint in 
Rome named Valentine who did not 
accept the decision of the king. He 
started marrying the soldiers by hiding 
from the king. When King Claudius got 
the news, he sentenced Saint Valentine to 
death.

Typically, Valentine's Day always 
conjures up images of happy couples and 
relationships. The Day is thought of as a 
day for couples and friends in love to 
exchange gifts or enjoy a lovely and 
exquisite outings at fancy restaurant, 
bars and hotels. 

It has been argued that Valentine's 
Day is not just a heteronormative day and 
that it leaves many single people feeling 
alienated and lonely. But it doesn't have 
to be a day reserved for love-birds to 
make dinner plans and kindergartners to 
cut hearts out of construction paper.

Valentine's Day can be about more 
than one kind of love. The modern 
version of Valentine's Day is growing to 
be more than a celebration of romantic 
love and couples: it's is becoming about 
celebrating your love for everyone in your 
life.

While that is a wonderful tradition, 
keep in mind Valentine's Day can be 
about more than one kind of love. In fact, 
the modern version of Valentine's Day is 
g rowing  to  become  more  about 
celebrating your love for everyone in your 
life.

Ordinarily, it is a day that is focused 
on expressing love to people you care 
about. It is characteristically focused on 

making people significant, hence some 
of the deep-seeded resentment. In reality, 
the day is about whatever you decide it is, 
not the card companies. 

W h e t h e r  yo u  l ove  o r  d e s p i s e 
Valentine's Day in its traditional sense, I 
challenge you to reconsider how you 
define and express love this year. Think 
of the people you love, perhaps friends 
and family. Think of the ways you can 
show love to them, whether it is by gifts 
or a phone call. 

But, in reality, we can do more! Give 
someone a compliment and watch how it 
transforms their day. Invite someone to 
share a meal with you. Ask someone how 
they are doing and truly show them that 
you care about their answer. 

Also think about the people in real 
need of love and care; the homeless, the 
motherless, the destitute, the widows 
and widowers,  the  s ick  and the 
vulnerable who are worthy of showing a 
feel of love

Another important way that we can 
show love is to intentionally recognize 
the dignity of those around us. This kind 
of  love means being there for one 
another, to listen and support our 
n e i g h b o u r h o o d  a n d  c o m m u n i t y 
members. 

Therefore, you can celebrate the day 
by sending gifts to a family member you 
love or miss, and share with them all the 
ways their love makes you happy, or 
spend some time with friends you care 
about. The day can be used to reach out to 
those you don't know who are probably 
lonely or in need. 

We would also encourage you to keep 
in mind those who see this day as an 
annual reminder of love they lost, long 
for, or perhaps never had. Send gifts 
brighten their day or meet them, merry 
and spend some time with them as a 
gesture of loving care.

Be creative and find ways to spread 
non-intimate sentiments of love to those 
who simply need someone to care.

We also suggest you celebrate the love 
you have for yourself. Take some time to 
practice self-love in whatever way you 
feel best for you, maybe a walk along the 
local streets, visit to friends, Parks and 
Recreation Centres, alone, with your 
family or friends. You can take a good 
rest with your books, newspapers and 
magazines  or  have  regenerat ing 
discussions or stories with people. 
Enjoying some well-prepared local 
delicacies after a cool bath or shower can 
as well make your day.
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Opinion

he primacy of  politics is the Tprovision of  leadership - and 
true leadership is but a call to 

serve not to be served. The servant-
leader should be tolerant and long 
suffering in his quest for reformation 
with liberation and unity; liberating 
and uniting the people at all cost for the 
good of  mankind. Anyone desirous of  
this calling must make sure that his 
private part is a public document. To be 
called a true leader, one must be tested 
and trusted, standing the test of  time 
every time and everywhere with no 
stain of  secrecy else he would be 
distracted by the whirlwind of  
blackmail and propaganda. This type 
of  mission is rare and does not come 
cheap. Thus, there is the need for 
adequate preparation, especially 
where the people's psyche has been 
battered and bastardized over the years 
by bad governance.

Nigeria's march to the 2023 
presidential election is a good case 
study – and Mr. Peter Obi of  the 
Labour Party is the reference point. He 
represents the best, and remains the 
best.

P e t e r ' s  v e n t u r e  i n t o  t h e 
presidential race, and his emergence as 
the Labour Party's presidential 
candidate altered the current political 
equation and changed the narrative for 
the better. His style of  politics has 
redefined the act of  politicking, 
making him the symbol of  hope and 
the face of  a new Nigeria. Being simple 
but sophisticated, he is loaded without 
baggage. Peter Obi does not just walk 
the talk; he is absolutely prepared, in 
all ramifications, for the task of  being 
an efficient and effective president 
running a responsible and responsive 
government to uplift the people and 
build the nation.

Nation building is neither a day's 
job nor a one man's task but it needs a 
functional mindset at the helm of  
affairs.  It is a joint effort that requires 
tact, wit and wisdom. It needs a 
pragmatic, agile and healthy person 
with a sound mind to steer. This is 
where Mr. Obi stands out from other 
presidential candidates. His presence 
enlivens, and his speech inspires. He 
exudes confidence and instills hope 
with absolute possibility to turn things 
around.

A new Nigeria built on equity and 
fair play with equal right and justice for 
the sanctity of  life is possible; a new 
Nigeria of  hope and love with security 
of  life and property guaranteed is 
possible; a new Nigeria of  tolerance 
and mutual cooperation where every 
Nigerian can live at peace in any part 
of  the country regardless of  tribe and 
religion without being profiled and 
targeted for segregation or elimination 
is possible – and every Nigerian of  
good conscience should team up and 
make this happen with Peter Obi as the 
president.

Definition of nation building
Nation-building is constructing or 

structuring a national identity using 
the power of  the state. Nation-building 

aims at the unification of  the people 
within the state so that it remains 
politically stable and viable in the long 
run. According to Harris Mylonas, 
"Legitimate authority in modern 
national states is connected to popular 
rule, to majorities. Nation-building is 
the process through which these 
majorities are constructed, and 
according to Columbia University 
sociologist Andreas Wimmer, three 
factors tend to determine the success 
of  nation-building over the long-run: 
"the early development of  civil-society 
organisations, the rise of  a state 
capable of  providing public goods 
evenly across a territory, and the 
emergence of  a shared medium of  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n .  O f  a l l  t h e 
presidential candidates, Mr. Peter Obi 
is the only one that has what it takes to 
build and reform a complex country 
like Nigeria at this time in our national 
history.

The process of nation building
Nation-building is the process 

whereby a society of  people with 
diverse origins, histories, languages, 
cultures and religions come together 
within the boundaries of  a sovereign 
state with a unified constitutional and 
legal dispensation, a national public 
education system, an integrated 
national economy, shared symbols 
and values, as equals, to work towards 
eradicating the divisions and injustices 
of  the past; to foster unity; and 
promote a countrywide conscious 
sense of  being (in this case, Nigeria), 
committed to the country and open to 
the continent and the world. To do 
this, the first citizen – the president – 
should be above board and led by 
example. Mr. Peter Obi has no 
skeleton in his cupboard and as such 
cannot be weighed down by any 
baggage of  the past in carrying out the 
required work of  building a new 
Nigeria.

Who builds the nation?
The first and most important 

components in nation building are 
knowledge, literacy and access to 
education. Education being the spine 
of  every nation is also the key to 
empowerment. Interestingly the best 
possible way to empower the nation is 
to empower the students of  the nation. 
To do this, there must be an enabling 
environment for healthy competition 
with clearly defined compensation 
mechanisms. Again, no candidate can 
do this better than Mr. Peter Obi whose 
unblemished credentials  speak 
volume.

Nat ion-bui ld ing  i s  usua l ly 
identified with the achievements or 
failures of  individual leaders. Of  all 
the presidential candidates, Peter Obi 
looks more prepared and physically fit 
to champion the cause of  building a 
new Nigeria. With an adequate and 
functional merit culture, which Mr. 
Peter Obi will put  in place the two 
other building blocks of  a successful 
nation state—the commitment of  its 
citizens as well as the quality of  its 
institutions will take their right places 
in Nigeria. 

N a t i o n  B u i l d e r s  e x h i b i t 

characteristics, skills and values that 
are important to the Nation to which 
they belong. “A Nation Builder 
demonstrates an eagerness and 
willingness to help others. Shows a 
curiosity for learning, especially 
about his own first nation, first 
nation's culture and language; 
expresses and demonstrates a desire 
to continue learning with a healthy 
lifestyle while sharing his love of  
learning with others.” Mr. Peter Obi 
stands shoulder high here.

The cost of building a nation
The prime objective of  any 

nation-building operation is not to 
make an authoritarian government 
democratic or a poor nation rich, but 
to make a violent society peaceful. If  
basic needs for safety, food and 
shelter are not being met, money 
spent on political or economic 
development is likely to be wasted on 
misplaced priorities. This is the 
genesis of  thugs in politics, and 
should be curtailed or stopped by true 
nation builders.

Thuggery does not build a nation 
b u t  r a t h e r  i t  p r o d u c e s  c u l t 
p e r s o n a l i t i e s  w i t h  i d i o t i c 
followership that often end up taking 
the society back to Stone Age. This 
must stop.

The demand for a new nation
The members of  any nation 

would prefer to be sovereign rather 
than to be ruled by non�nationals 
because this maximizes the chance 
that the government will provide 
them with an optimal mix of  public 
goods. This general preference is 
affected by the net benefit of  

continued affiliation with the central 
authority. To the degree that the 
centre provides minority nationals 
with protection, and economic and 
social welfare, the demand for 
sovereignty will be attenuated. 
Hence, nationalist secession is most 
likely to occur in multinational states 
whose centres are subject to military 
and economic setbacks. However, the 
demand for sovereignty also depends 
on the nation's capacity to engage in 
collective action, which is affected by 
state institutions. (The Demand for 
Sovereignty and the Emergence of  
N a t i o n a l i s m  |  C o n t a i n i n g 
Nationalism | Oxford Academic)

Symbols of a New Nation
There is more to nation building 

than one can ordinarily think of  and 
talk about without a thorough study 
of  things and events. For some 
countries their identities and cultures 
have continuously evolved, while the 
ideals connected to their patriotic 
symbols have remained firm. Nigeria 
being a work in progress, we can join 
hands to build the country of  our 
collective aspiration if  we can get it 
right now by voting in the right 
candida tes  in to  pos i t ions  o f  
authority. 

With the full implementation of  
Mr. Peter Obi's “from consumption 
to production” mantra, the Nigeria 
f l ag ,  the  Coa t  o f  Ar ms,  the 
International passport, the Naira 
among others will regain their place 
of  pride in the comity of  nations. Our 
patriotism and defined identity will 
improve and rank best among equals. 
The symbols that give form and 
substance to our nation's founding 

ideals would become priceless, 
making Nigeria great again.

Mr. Peter Obi's prudent life built 
on transparency and accountability 
will not only make corruption a thing 
of  the past, but it will go a long way to 
re-ignite hope and rekindle trust 
among countries of  the world to do 
business with Nigeria.

Emergence of a reformer
The emergence of  Mr. Peter Obi 

now in the history of  Nigeria is one 
of  the best things that have happened 
to Nigeria in the recent past so we 
must close ranks and utilize the 
opportunity very well. Being a 
country of  many nationalities, most 
of  us must have realized but painfully 
that the things that unite us are more 
than the ones that separate us – and 
on the grounds of  humanity, no tribe 
or religion, sex or age, is immune 
from the current hardship in Nigeria. 
Hunger does not know tribe or 
region; inflation does not segregate. 
Anyone, and everyone, can become a 
victim of  insecurity. Therefore, we 
must team up to salvage Nigeria – 
and the easiest way to do this now is 
by voting for Mr. Peter Obi and 
Alhaji Datti Yusuf  Ahmed of  the 
Labour Party as president and vice 
president of  Nigeria. They are not 
only competent but they have the 
character and charisma to build a 
New Nigeria of  our dreams. They 
have the capacity, intellectual 
acumen,  mental  prowess  and 
physical abilities required to rebuild 
Nigeria. Let us support and vote for 
them.
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President Buhari cutting the ribbon to commission the 11km MCC/Uratta road on Tuesday. while Governor Hope Uzodimma assists.

IGP accuses Oduduwa Nation agitators of arms
buildup to disrupt 2023 elections in South-West 

T
he Inspector Gener-
al of  Police (IGP), 
Usman Baba has 

warned that some separatist 
agitators under the aegis of  
Oduduwa Nation are amass-
ing weapons in an attempt to 
disrupt the February 25 and 
March 11 general elections 
in the South-West geopoliti-
cal zone of  Nigeria.

Addressing police officers 
on Monday, the IGP said, As 
you are aware, some crimes 
of  national security impor-
tance could undermine our 
efforts towards entrenching 
a peaceful electioneering 

process, if  not adequately 
curtailed.

These include banditry 
and terrorism which has 
ravaged many communi-
ties in the North-west and 
North-Central with adverse 
effects on the economic and 
social well-being of  the resi-
dents.

Similarly, violent seces-
sionist campaigns by IPOB/
ESN members have been 
targeted at various symbols 
of  democratic governance 
including INEC assets, po-
lice stations and personnel 
as well as other security 

agencies and Federal Gov-
ernment infrastructures, all 
in an effort to disrupt the 
2023 general elections in 
the South East geopolitical 
zone.

Other major crimes are 
the growing activities of  the 
Oduduwa Nation Agita-
tors who, from intelligence 
sources, have been attempt-
ing to amass weapons and 
mobilise other resources to-
wards disrupting the peace, 
security and electoral pro-
cess in the South-West geo-
political zone.

Secessionist agitation 

gained prominence in the 
South-West geopolitical 
zone in 2021. The agitation 
was led by Yoruba Nation 
campaigner, Sunday Ad-
eyemo popularly known as 
Sunday Igboho.

However, the agitation 
slowed down with the raid 
of  Igbohos Ibadan residence 
by the Department of  State 
Services on July 1, 2021. He 
escaped to Benin Republic 
where he was detained by 
the security agents in that 
Country. He was later re-
leased on bail but has not 
returned to Nigeria.

Gunmen burn Imo lawmaker’s 
house

A 
group of  gunmen 
have razed the coun-
try home of  the 

lawmaker representing Orlu 
Local Government Area at 
the Imo state House of  As-
sembly, Paschal Okolie.

It was gathered that Oko-
lie’s country home at Umu-
dura, Akwakuma Okporo 
community was invaded 
around 1am on Sunday and 
was razed.

A source told our corre-
spondent that the lawmak-
er’s library, documents and 
properties were burnt as the 
arsonists struck.

The lawmaker who on 
Tuesday confirmed the 
arson, called on security 
agents to bring the perpetra-
tors to book.

He said “on Sunday the 

12th day of  February, 2023, 
at about 1am, arsonists in-
vaded my residence at Umu-
dura, Akwakuma, Okporo 
in Orlu Local Government 
Area and set it ablaze. All 
my house hold items, my li-
brary, documents and inval-
uable artifacts were lost to 
the inferno. I am still thank-
ful to God that no life was 
lost.

“I have consistently con-
demned without mincing 
words, these acts of  aggres-
sion, destruction and asso-
ciated killings which have 
sadly become trademarks in 
our dear state.

” The burning of  my 
house without provocation 
is another challenge to the 
security agencies to rise to 
the occasion and bring the 
perpetrators to account. I 
have no doubt that they are 
not relenting but more is ex-
pected of  them so that our 
people will begin to have 
peace to mind.”

When contacted, the 
spokesperson for the police 
in the state, Henry Okoye, 
said that he had yet to be 
briefed on the incident.

February 10 deadline on old Naira notes stands
– Emefiele

T
he Governor of  the 
Central Bank of  Ni-
geria (CBN), God-

win Emefiele, has said the 
February 10 deadline of  
the circulation of  old naira 
notes stands.

Emefiele made the disclo-
sure while briefing the dip-
lomatic community at the 
Ministry of  Foreign Affairs 
in Abuja on Tuesday.

“The situation is sub-
stantially calming down 
since the commencement 
of  over-the-counter pay-
ments to complement ATM 
disbursements and the use 
of  super-agents. There is, 
therefore, no need to con-
sider any shift from the 
deadline of  February 12,” 
he said.

The clarification is com-
ing on the heels of  con-
fusion over the Supreme 
Court order which extend-
ed the deadline to February 
15, pending the hearing by 
the court.

Nigerians were thrown 
into confusion as com-
mercial banks refused to 
take the old notes at their 
branches on Monday.

Speaking further, 
Emefiele said, “Some of  
our leaders are buying the 
new notes and storing them 
for whatever purpose and I 

will not expand further on 
that.”

Emefiele said the apex 
bank acknowledges the suf-
fering of  Nigerians, noting 
that effective implemen-
tation of  the policy could 
scrap 4% of  the inflation 
numbers.

He further explained that 
the optimal volume of  cash 
in circulation should be 
around N700billion.

He said: “Even if  we say 
N1trillion should be in cir-
culation, we cannot refloat 
N3.7trillion into circula-
tion.”

The CBN governor, God-
win Emefiele, further said 
that Point of  Sale (POS) 
agents who charge above 
N200 for the CBN cash 
swap programme will be 
arrested and jailed when 
caught.

He said this on Tuesday 
during a visit to the Min-
istry of  Foreign Affairs, to 
discuss the monetary and 
currency redesign policy of  
the bank.

He said, “The situation is 
substantially calming down 
since the commencement 
of  over-the-counter pay-
ments to complement ATM 
disbursements and the use 
of  super-agents.

“There is, therefore, no 

need to consider any shift 
from the deadline of  Febru-
ary 10.”

Recall that the Supreme 

Court had restrained the 
Federal Government from 
implementing the February 
10 deadline for the currency 

swap.
A seven-man panel of  the 

apex court led by Justice 
John Okoro, in a unani-

mous ruling, granted an in-
terim injunction restraining 
the Federal Government, 
the Central Bank of  Nigeria 
and commercial banks from 
implementing the Friday 
terminal date for the old na-
ira notes.

POS agents charging above N200 will be jailed – CBN

Ebonyi: Federal High Court disbands Ebubeagu Security Network 

O
perations of  
Ebubeagu Security 
Network in Ebonyi 

State have been declared 
illegal by a Federal High 
Court sitting in Abakali-
ki. Justice Akintayo Aluko 
gave the ruling Tuesday in a 
suit filed by Mr Abia Onye-
ike, the director of  media 
and publicity in the Ebonyi 
PDP Governorship Cam-
paign Organisation. 

The suit sought the inter-
vention of  the court in his 
abduction and torture by 
the security outfit in No-
vember, 2022. The court 
also awarded N50m dam-
ages in favour of  Onyeike.

The court ruled that the 
Ebonyi State House of  As-
sembly lacked the power to 
create the outfit. The judge 

further ordered the De-
partment of  State Services 
(DSS) and the Nigeria Po-
lice to acquire the guns and 
logistics used by the group 
as tools of  oppression. Re-
call that the network was 
created in Ebonyi State in 
April 2021 aimed at ensur-
ing peace in the state, in col-
laboration with convention-
al security organisations.

 The outfit is an initiative 
of  the Southeast Governors’ 
Forum, under the leader-
ship of  Gov Dave Umahi. 
The outfit is only operation-
al in Ebonyi and Imo states 
until the ruling.

Its operations in Ebonyi 
have however come under 
heavy criticism, especially 
from the opposition politi-
cal parties claiming that the 

All Progressives Congress 
in the state are using the out-
fit to intimidate them. The 
Ohanaeze Youth Council 
(OYC) earlier called on 
the federal government to 
abolish the outfit in Ebonyi 
State. 

Its national president, 
Igboayaka O. Igboayaka, 
claimed that Gov Dave 
Umahi was using the secu-
rity network to commit hu-
man rights violations.

According to him, “If  
nothing is done to disband 
the security outfit, the state 
would experience inexpli-
cable bloodbath that would 
be perpetrated by the hap-
py-trigger group. 

“Ebubeagu is now a ter-
ror to villagers and a tool 

of  harassment, torture and 
intimidation against any 
perceived political enemy 
of  Governor Umahi. The 
activities of  Ebubeagu are 
becoming worrisome and 
unbearable. 

“The National Security 
Adviser, National Director 
of  State Security Service, 
Inspector General of  Police 
must as a matter of  urgency 
understand that Ebubeagu 
in Ebonyi State is a time 
bomb waiting to blow. 

“It is, therefore, very nec-
essary at this time to banish 
Ebubeagu in Ebonyi before 
2023 general elections, oth-
erwise heads will roll.” The 
state government is yet to 
react to the ruling as at the 
time of  filing this report

Read 
&

Advertise 
in

News Echo



Hoodlums threaten to demolish 
Anglican Cathedral
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New Naira policy: Retaining old Naira notes 
‘ll encourage vote-buying, CBN tells court
T

he Central Bank of  
Nigeria ((CBN), has 
justified its decision 

not to extend the expiry 
date for the old Naira notes, 
saying it was designed to 
save the nation’s democracy 
and to discourage vote-buy-
ing in the coming presiden-
tial election.

The Counsel to CBN, O. 
M. Atoyebi (SAN) and Co., 
gave this reasons in a coun-
ter-affidavit in a suit filed 
against the apex bank by a 
group, Social Rehabilita-
tion Grace and Supportive 
Initiative (SRG) led by a 
Nigeria-born United States 
medical practitioner, Dr. 
Marindoti Oludare.

The group had dragged 
the CBN before a Federal 
High Court in Akure, asking 
the Court to compel CBN 
to extend the expiry date 
for the old Naira notes by 
six months, while the apex 
bank prayed the court to dis-
miss the suit, saying that the 
plaintiffs had no justifiable 
reason for filing it.

However, the CBN Coun-
sel in the interlocutory in-
junction said the CBN op-
posed “the extension (of  

expiry date for old naira 
notes of  N200, N500 and 
N1000) saying it will give 
room for vote-buying and 
undermine the forthcoming 
election.

It also added that “the 
extension of  the timeliness 
will jeopardise the fight 
against fraud, corruption 
and criminal activities per-
petrated with the use of  
the old currencies”. It spe-
cifically cited the festering 
kidnapping crime, claiming 
a change in currency notes 
will end it.

Countering the SRG’s ref-
erence to currency change 
in India in 2016 in which 
the group said the Indians 
were given enough time to 
replace old Indian rupees, 
the CBN differed in its nar-
ration of  the Indian experi-
ence.

It said, “The government 
of  India announced the 
change of  their legal tender 
on November 8, 2016 and 
was implemented within 
two days.

“The entire citizens of  
India of  about 1.417 billion 
adhered to the timeliness 
strictly, which has led to 
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2023: Imo, Taraba lead in polling units
without registered voters

I
mo State has the highest 
number of  polling units 
without registered voters, 

according to the Independ-
ent National Electoral Com-
mission (INEC).

The Commission said the 
2023 general elections will 
not hold in 240 polling units, 
across 28 states and the Fed-
eral Capital Territory (FCT), 
which do not have registered 
voters.

According to INEC, the 
absence of  registered voters 
in the polling units is largely 
due to security reasons.

Imo State is followed 
closely by Taraba, with 34 
polling units. Next are Bor-
no, Katsina and Abia with 
12 polling units each.

The FCT, Nasarawa and 
Yobe have 11 each. Niger, 
Kano and Benue have 10.

Kaduna and Sokoto each 
have eight polling units 
without registered voters.

Also, Bauchi, Plateau and 
Anambra have five polling 
units where elections will 
not hold.

Enugu, Ebonyi, Delta, 
and Adamawa have four in-
active polling units each.

Ondo and Bayelsa have 
two polling units without 
registered voters, while Ji-
gawa and Lagos have three, 
respectively.

Zamfara, Edo, Kwara and 
Rivers are states with the 
lowest number of  inactive 
polling units. Each of  them 

has only one unit without 
registered voters.

The states that do not have 
inactive polling units are 
Ekiti, Gombe, Cross River, 
Ogun, Kogi, Oyo and Osun.

Excluding the 240 inac-
tive polling units, the elec-
tion will take place in about 
176,606 polling units across 
the country.

It would be recalled that 
in 2021, INEC created ad-
ditional 57,023 polling units, 
raising the number of  poll-
ing units nationwide from 
119,973 to 176,846.

According to INEC Chair-
man Mahmood Yakubu, the 
Commission redistributed 
voters to polling units to 
avoid congestion.

positive improvement of  the 
Indian economy.”

The SRG maintained that 
the CBN acted beyond its 
powers by setting a timeli-
ness for the expiration of  
the old Naira notes.

The group told the court 
that “While we know of  a 
fact that the CBN has the 
right to denominate the Na-
ira, it has no right to erase 
the value acquired by indi-
viduals.

“The administration of  
former President Goodluck 
Jonathan also redesigned 
currency notes, following 
which the new and old naira 
notes were both legal tender 
for over two years before the 
old notes went out of  circu-
lation”.

Oludare, the first plaintiff, 
also stated, “When I visit-
ed Nigeria from the United 
States of  America on De-
cember 29, 2022, I went to 
Automated Teller Machine 
operated by First Bank of  
Nigeria Plc in Lagos to make 
some cash withdrawals but 
the machine dispensed only 
the old notes”.

He said the CBN had 
failed to also provide a 

means whereby Nigerians 
resident abroad could ex-
change their old notes.

The SRG remarked that 
the time given by the CBN 
could not be considered a 
reasonable time, “as con-
tained in Section 20 (3) of  
the CBN Act 2007, consid-
ering the population of  the 
country, which according 
to Worldometre elabora-
tion of  the United Nations 
‘ data, stands at about 219, 
375,886; about 2.64% of  the 
world population”.

The group averred that 
setting a hurried expiry date 
for the old naira notes at a 
time Nigeria is preparing for 
a major election smacked of  
mischief  and could derail a 
smooth transition from one 
government to another.

It said India did the same 
thing in 2016 but that they 
sought a cessation of  liabil-
ity ordinance in order for the 
old notes to cease from being 
a legal tender. And the ru-

pees were readily available in 
all banks during this period.

“The cessation of  liability 
is not in the CBN act hence 
they do not have the right to 
stop being liable for those old 
notes,” the group appraised.

In the suit therefore, the 
four plaintiffs, namely Olu-
dare, Omoyele Ishola and 
Demola Obadofin, prayed 
the court to extend the Feb-
ruary 10, 2023 for the expi-
ration of  the old naira notes 
by six months.

The applicants are also 
seeking, among others, an 
interim injunction restrain-
ing “the respondents and her 
privies, agents, or servants 
from enforcing the dead-
line date of  10th February 
2023, wherein the old N200, 
N500, and N1000 currency 
notes cease to be legal ten-
der, pending the hearing and 
determination of  the motion 
on notice”.

The applicants also add 
that the court should give 

“an order compelling the re-
spondent to extend the sub-
mission of  old N200, N500 
and N2000 currency notes, 
by a minimum of  six months 
before same are finally called 
in and cease to be a legal ten -
der, pending the hearing and 
determination of  the motion 
on notice”.

The applicants demand-
ed for an order of  interim 
injunction restraining the 
respondent from setting 
a deadline for setting old 
N200, N500 and N1000 
currency notes, saying such 
is alien to the provisions of  
the CBN Act 2007, pending 
hearing and determination 
of  the motion on notice.

The plaintiff  Counsel, L.E 
Ukpabi, averred that the the 
scarcity of  naira notes oc-
casioned by the redesigning 
of  N200, N500 and N1000 
notes had brought untold 
hardship to the Nigerian 
public, as the notice for the 
swap was too short.

(From left to right): Chairman Emeritus Imo NUJ, Dr. Fidel Onyeneke,  Prince Evans Iheanetu of 
Sanders FM, Jerry Osuji (President, Imo NARTPON), Comrade Ifeanyi Nwanguma, Chairman Imo 
NUJ, Mr. Bright Okereke, Managing Editor, News Echo, in a photograph during World Radio Day, on 
Monday January 13, 2023. 

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Archbishop of  Aba 
Ecclesiastical Prov-
ince, Church of  Nige-

ria (Anglican Communion), 
Most Rev’d Isaac Nwaobia 
has raised alarm that some 
unidentified hoodlums are 
threatening to demolish St 
Stephen’s Anglican Cathe-
dral, Umuahia.

The Archbishop also alert -
ed that the evil men are plot-
ting to destroy the Cathe-
dral’s parsonage, together 
with other property of  the 
church.

Rev’d Nwaobia, who 
raised the alarm during a 
provincial council meet-
ing held at St Stephen’s 
Cathedral, Umuahia, re-
vealed that the church has 
in recent times, observed 

strange movement around 
the church’s premises by 
suspected hoodlums whose 
missions may be  o destroy 
church property.

The Archbishop, who is 
also the Bishop of  Isiala 
Ngwa South Diocese, ad-
vised the evil men to retrace 
their steps or face the wrath 
of  God and full weight of  
law.

He made it clear that An-
glican Church Aba Eccle-
siastical Province has no 
connection or relation with 
any individual or groups 
as regards the property of  
the church to warrant the 
planned demolition.

He used the opportunity 
to urge all Christians of  vot-
ing age to vote for only cred-
ible candidates during the 
2023 general polls even as he 
admonished Christians to be 
remain faithful in God in the 
face of  various challenges of  
life.

In his welcome address, 
the Bishop of  Umuahia 
Diocese, Rt. Rev Geoffrey 
Obijuru Ibeabuchi, lament-
ed that Nigerians are going 
through tough times on dai-
ly basis.

Bishop Ibeabuchi con-
demned the agony and pain 
which Nigerian citizens are 
subjected to ranging from 
gunmen attacks, Sit-at-
home, bandits attacks, petrol 

scarcity/high price to scarci-
ty of  naira notes.

He however, advised 
Christians not to lose hope 
as God will deliver His peo-
ple.

The provincial council 
meeting attracted delegates 
from 9 Dioceses of  the Aba 
Ecclesiastical Province in-
cluding clergy, law officers 
etc.

However, no new regis-
trants chose any of  the 240 
inactive polling units during 
the registration process.

“Where they are separat-
ed by distance, this must be 
done after consultation with 
the voters. This has been 
done by our state offices 
nationwide. However, there 
are 240 polling units with-
out registered voters spread 
across 28 states and the Fed-
eral Capital Territory (FCT).

“No new registrants chose 
the polling units, and no vot-
ers indicated an interest in 
transferring to them during 
the last Continuous Voter 
Registration (CVR), main-
ly for security reasons. This 
means that no elections will 
hold in these polling units,” 
he said.

INEC will conduct the 
Presidential and National 
Assembly polls on February 
25, while the governorship 
and state assembly elections 
will hold on March 11, 2023.

Read 
&

Advertise 
in

News Echo



Elections ‘ll hold in South-East
– Military assures

Desist from meddling in local politics 
- NYSC DG tells Abia corps members

News

Coup Tweet: I was grilled for 5 hours
by DSS – Fani-Kayode
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M
r Femi Fani-Kay-
ode, an APC 
chieftain, said he 

was grilled for five hours 
by operatives of  the De-
partment of  State Services 
(DSS) over his tweet on 
a purported meeting of  a 
presidential candidate with 
some military officers. 

Fani-Kayode who is the 
Director of  Special Projects 
and New Media All Pro-
gressives Congress Presi-
dential Campaign Council 
(APC PCC), said this while 
narrating his ordeal in the 
hands of  the DSS on Mon-
day in Abuja.

Fani-Kayode, also a for-
mer Minister of  Aviation 
under former President 

Goodluck Jonathan, told 
newsmen at the APC Na-
tional Secretariat that he 
would return to the DSS on 
Wednesday.

He added that he was 
also told to report once a 
week till the conclusion of  
investigation.

According to him, he has 
nothing to hide and was im-
pressed by the professional 
manner in which the DSS 
personnel conducted them-
selves. 

Fani-Kayode as saying 
that the five hours grilling 
was an experience he would 
not wish even his enemy to 
go through. 

He said that the DSS in-
vited him to explain the 

Tweet he made concerning 
the PDP and its presidential 
candidate, Atiku Abubakar.

“Following my tweet, the 
PDP called for my arrest 
and detention, saying Atiku 
never met with the military 
generals.

“While I was with the 
DSS, they were very thor-
ough and inquisitive and 
very professional in their 
approach, they were polite, 
reasonable and rational.

“In spite of  the ordeal, I 
felt I was being treated very 
fairly and that I wasn’t be-
ing oppressed,” he said.

Fani-Kayode also said it 
was clear that the DSS was 
not acting under any order.

He added that he regret-

ted some of  the things he 
said in the tweet, which ac-
cording to him, sent shock 
waves to some individu-
als who got hurt by it and 
brought the appropriate au-
thority to action.

“I spent about five hours. 
I was subjected to thorough 
grilling; they were very 
thorough and highly pro-
fessional in their interro-
gation, and I was asked to 
come back on Wednesday 
for further interrogation.

“The place anybody 
wouldn’t want to go, I think 
is the DSS. If  I were to do it 
a second time, I won’t tweet 
this same way,” Fani-Kayo-
de said.

Mr Bayo Onanuga, Di-

N
YSC Corps members 
posted to Abia State 
Communities have 

been enjoined to desist from 
meddling in local politics 
but to religiously integrate 
into their host communities 
and help to uplift their living 
standard.

The Director General, 
NYSC, Brigadier General 
Yusha’u Dogara Ahmed 
who gave the charge, Tues-
day, in the NYSC Permanent 
Orientation Camp, Umun-
na, in Bende L.G.A, of  Abia 
State during a low keyed 
closing ceremony of  the 2023 
BATCH ‘A’ STREAM I ori-
entation course, encouraged 
the Corps members to un-
dertake personal and group 
Community Development 
Service Projects in their host 
Communities.

The NYSC DG those ad-
dress was read by the Abia 
State Coordinator, Mrs 
Dick-Iruenabere Ufuoma 
urged them to sustain the 
spirit of  patriotism, hard 
work and resilience, which 
they imbibed during the Ori-

Buhari with Asiwaju, Adamu and Uzodimma in Owerri on Tuesday during APC presidential rally

rector Media and Publicity 
APC PCC while reacting to 
the development, said they 
were all worried when they 
heard that Fani-Kayode was 
invited by the DSS for inter-
rogation.

“So we contacted our 
lawyers and our lawyers fol-

entation Course, adding, “It 
is my ardent hope that you 
will strive to meet the expec-
tations of  Nigerians by con-
tributing towards the progress 
and development of  our dear 
country, as you begin the next 
phase of  the Service”.

His words, “My dear com-
patriots, as you are already 
aware, the 2023 General 
Elections are around the cor-
ner. As was the case with the 
previous elections conducted 
from 2008, Corps members 
will form the majority of  ad 
hoc personnel that will be 
enlisted for the conduct of  
the exercise. It will interest 
you to know that the perfor-
mance of  your predecessors 
contributed to the credibili-
ty of  the previous elections, 
and earned NYSC accolades 
from both local and foreign 
observers.

” Therefore, I enjoin you to 
take a cue from them by per-
forming the election duties 
with high sense of  respon-
sibility. You are to ensure 
adherence to the guidelines 
contained in the Electoral 

lowed him to the DSS head-
quarters. 

“If  he was detained be-
yond today, we would have 
challenged it, we would 
have taken further steps, 
but he said the DSS officials 
were very professional,” 
Onanuga said.

Act and, especially, remain 
neutral throughout the exer-
cise. As you get set to partake 
in this important national as-
signment, I would like to as-
sure you that we have secured 
the commitment of  the Inde-
pendent National Electoral 
Commission and security 
agencies regarding your wel-
fare and safety before, during 
and after the elections”.

He enjoined them to per-
form their duties with dili-
gence and be guided by the 
provisions of  the NYSC Act 
and Bye-Laws as well as 
workplace rules and regula-
tions.

A total of   1216 corps 
members participated in the 
orientation excercise, made 
up of  574 males and 642 fe-
males.

Notable dignitaries like 
the Camp Director, Mr Da-
vid Okoye; the Camp Com-
mandant, Major HI Emer-
uwa; Resident Officer 1, Mr 
Adedotun Adegboyega; the 
representative of  the NYSC 
Area Director, Mr Moham-
med Isah; Head of  Police: 

ASP CC Njoku; Head Civil 
Defence: ASC1 EO Oluchi; 
Head of  NDLEA: Supri-
tendent of  Nacotics, Uche 
Charles; Head of  Fire Ser-
vice, Mr MacDonald Agu; 
Head of  Red Cross, Mr Vic-
tor Okorie Okorofor among 
others attended.

T
he Military on 
Monday assured 
Nigerians that the 

2023 elections would hold 
peacefully in the South-
East states and in all parts 
of  the country in spite of  
threats by criminal ele-
ments.

The Chief  of  Defence 
Staff, Gen. Lucky Irabor, 
gave the assurance in Abu-
ja at the 25th edition of  
President Muhammadu 
Buhari (PMB)’s Scorecard 
Series.

The edition featured the 
Minister of  Defence, re-
tired Gen. Bashir Magashi, 
who presented the score-
card of  the ministry.

Responding to a ques-
tion on the threat by the 
Simon Ekpa-led faction of  
the outlawed Indigenous 
People of  Biafra (IPOB), 
to stop the elections in the 
southeast zone, Irabor said 
no person or group can 
stop the polls.

“The armed forces is 
working in concert with 
the Police and other secu-
rity agencies to ensure that 
the menace of  criminalities 
from IPOB and Eastern 
Security Network are elim-
inated,” he said.

Irabor also corroborated 
the position of  the Defence 
Minister that “no territory 
of  Nigeria is under the con-
trol of  the Boko Haram or 
any other terrorist groups.”

He said all communities 
in the North-East zones of  
the country had been liber-
ated from the criminal ele-
ments.

Irabor said the military 
was on the mission of  fi-
nal cleansing of  the North-
East region from terrorists.

He reiterated that the fact 
that the military had not 
ceased operations in the 
region did not mean that 
the terrorists were still oc-
cupying any portion of  the 
nation’s territory.

Fire guts Onitsha market, millions lost
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

N
o fewer than five 
shops were razed 
down when fire 

broke out within the premis-
es of  Onitsha General Post 
Office, along Old Market 
Road, very close to Onitsha 
Main Market. Goods and 
property worth millions of  
naira were also destroyed. 

Residents said the fire 
started around 12.30 mid-
night, today. While some 
said the inferno began from 
power surge which emanat-
ed from one of  the shops 
eyewitnesses said as the 
fire was about to escalate 

into a nearby filling station 
close when members of  lo-
cal vigilante groups quickly 
intervened. Traders were 
seen wailing uncontrollably 
with one of  them, Monica 
Awuruebo, whose shop was 
razed by the fire, saying she 
lost all her goods, cash and 
other items in the fire inci-
dent.

“A food vendor who is 
my neighbour called me on 
the telephone to rush to the 
post office immediately be-
cause my shop was on fire. 
I rushed to the scene and be-
hold, my goods in the shop 
have been turned to ashes, 
and not a pin was recovered 
from my shop. “

he Governor of  Rivers TState, Nyesom Wike 
s a y s  t h e  G 5  o r 

Integrity Group within the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) is not running out of  
steam, adding that the group 
will act out its plan in the 
F e b r u a r y  2 5 ,  2 0 2 3 
presidential election.

He spoke on Tuesday 

d u r i n g  t h e  p a r t y ' s 
governorship campaign in the 
A h o a d a  E a s t  L o c a l 
Government Area of  the state.

“They said G5 is dead. 
What is their problem? Why 
are they concerned?” Wike 
queried as he addressed PDP 
supporters decked up in party 
paraphernalia.

The G5 is made up of  five 
aggrieved governors of  the 
PDP in southern Nigeria 
including Wike,  Samuel 
Ortom (Benue), Seyi Makinde 
( O yo ) ,  O k e z i e  I k p e a z u 
(Abia), and Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi 
(Enugu).

The five governor have 
been consistent  in their 
demand that Iyorchia Ayu 
step down as PDP national 
chairman as a precondition 
for them to suppor t the 
presidential ambition of  the 
party's flag bearer, Atiku 
Abubakar.

Of  late, the five governors 
known to embark on foreign 
trips together and solidarity 
campaigns in their states have 
not been seen together in 
public. The development 
fueled speculations that their 
alliance is of  no effect any 
more.

PDP G5 will act on Feb 2
 – Wike



Fatinoyes.
Mr Kehinde Fatinoye, 

his wife Bukola Fatinoye 
and their son, Oreoluwa, 
we r e  a l l  k i l l e d  i n  a n 

attempt to bribe a human 
rights activist, Israel Joe to 
close the matter for him.

A police medical report 
had confirmed that the 10-
year-old girl (name withheld) 
was actually defiled by the 
man.

T h e  r e p o r t ,  w h i c h 
revealed that the victim's 
h y m e n  w a s  b r o k e n , 
recommended that the girl be 
treated for infections.

Israel Joe, the activist, 
hailed the Delta State Police 

of  the command's ongoing 
effort to stem the tide of  
kidnapping and other related 
crimes in the state.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
statement: “While debriefing 
the victim, he informed the 
Police that he was abducted 
on Monday, 7th February 
2 0 2 3 ,  i n  G w a n d u ,  b y 
unidentified persons on 
motorcycles and was taken 
into the forest and spent three 
days in captivity.take Afolabi's plea, directed 

the police to send the case 
file to the state Director of  
Public Prosecutions for legal 
advice. 

She adjourned the case 
until March 7 for the DPP's 
advice. 

The  po l i ce  cha rged 
Afolabi who resides in 

witnesses if  granted bail, 
adding that apart from 
being mere allegations, the 
anti-graft agency did not 
support the claim with any 
shred of  evidence.

Raji submitted that bail 
is at the discretion of  the 
court to favour or not favour 
the defendants.

Oppos ing  the  ba i l 
request, Counsel to the 
EFCC, Mr Mohammed 
Husse in i ,  vehement ly 
o p p o s e d  t h e  r e q u e s t , 
claiming that if  admitted to 
bail the defendants will 
tamper with evidence as 
wel l  as  in ter fere  wi th 
witnesses.

He also argued that the 
defendants are likely to 
jump bail and not make 
themselves available for 
trial.

Husseini accordingly 
urged the court to deny the 
defendant's bail.

In a short ruling, Justice 
O b i o r a  E g w u a t u 
announced that a ruling on 
the bail applications would 
be delivered on Monday, 
February 20, 2023.

Ali, a nephew of  Kogi 
State Governor was on 
February 8, 2023, arraigned 
alongside Abba Adauda, 
Yakubu Siyaka Adabenege 
and Iyadai Sadat, on an 18-
count  cr iminal  charge 
be fore  Jus t i ce  Obiora 
Egwuatu of  the Federal 
High Court, Abuja.

Following their not-

suspected killers also went 
away with a car belonging to 
the victims.

In their determination 
to bring all those involved in 
the murder  to  just ice, 
operatives of  Ogun State 
P o l i c e  C o m m a n d  o n 
Monday, February 13, 
2023, apprehended the two 
suspects, “who bought the 
stolen car of  the deceased.”

A statement by the 
police spokesman in Ogun, 
Abimbola Oyeyemi said the 
two suspects, Azeez Usman 
and Owolaja Aanuoluwapo 
we r e  a p p r e h e n d e d  a t 
different locations in Ogun 
S t a t e ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e 

drove the vehicle to Azeez 
Usman's workshop.”

At the workshop, it was 
learnt that “the car was 
butchered into pieces and 
sold in parts.”

According to a police 
invest igat ion,  the  two 
s u s p e c t s  w e r e  d u l y 
informed that the said car 
was stolen but they went 
ahead and bought it at the 
rate of  N150,000.

H e  s a i d  t h e 
Commissioner of  Police in 
Ogun, Frank Mba, has 
ordered that all the suspects 
be arraigned in court as 
soon as the investigation is 
concluded.

he Police in Ogun TState have arrested 
t w o  m e n  w h o 

reportedly bought the stolen 
v e h i c l e  o f  t h e  s l a i n 

 Magistrate Court 

Asitting in Osubi, 
O k p e  L o c a l 

Government Area of  Delta 
State have sent a fifty-six-
year-old man identified as 
Collins to prison in Sapele 
over the alleged defilement of  
a minor.

The suspect allegedly 
committed the offence early 
in 2023.

He was arrested in a hotel 
at Osubi Community in his 

 20-year-old victim, 

AA b d u l r a h m a n 
A b u b a k a r  f r o m 

Gwandu Emirate in Kebbi 
State was recently rescued 
from kidnappers by tactical 
operatives of  the Zamfara 
State Police Command along 
Tsafe-Kucheri-Yankara road.

According to a statement 
issued by the Police Public 
R e l a t i o n  O f f i c e r ,  S P 
Mohammed Shehu,  the 
rescue of  the victim was part  35-year-old man, 

AFemi Afolabi, has 
been remanded in 

Kirikiri Correctional Centre 
by an Ikeja Magistrate Court 
for allegedly defiling his 
three daughters, all under 10, 
and assaulting their mother. 

The Magistrate, Ms. 
Ejiro Kubeinje, who did not 

 Senior Advocate 

Aof  Nigeria, Ahmed 
Raji has asked a 

Federal High Court in 
Abuja to admit to bail, Ali 
Bello and 3 others standing 
trial in an alleged N3 billion 
f r a u d  c h a r ge  b r o u g h t 
against them by the Federal 
Government.

Raji on Tuesday told 
the court that the offences 
brought against his clients 
are ordinarily bailable in the 
eyes of  the law.

In a bail application he 
a rgued  be fo re  Jus t i ce 
Obiora Egwuatu, the Senior 
lawyer submitted that the 
Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission EFCC 
has been investigating the 
defendants in the past year 
without any hindrance from 
his clients.

He said the anti-graft 
agency on its own admitted 
them to administrative bail 
before bringing them to 
c o u r t  a d d i n g  t h a t 
throughout the period of  the 
administrative bail, they did 
not do anything untoward.

Raji argued that EFCC 
g r a n t e d  o n e  o f  t h e 
defendants permission to 
travel to Saudi Arabia, 
adding that he kept faith by 
returning to Nigeria and 
surrendering his travelling 
passport to the EFCC.

H e  d i s m i s s e d  t h e 
allegations by EFCC that 
defendants are a flight risk 
and would tamper with 

operation masterminded by 
t h e i r  d r i v e r ,  L e k a n 
Adekanbi and two others.

After the assassination 
w a s  c a r r i e d  o u t ,  t h e 

Command led by CP Ari 
Muhammed Ali for standing 
on the path of  truth and for 
e n s u r i n g  t h a t  j u s t i c e 
prevailed in the matter.

Joe also hailed the court 
for its unbiased stance on the 
matter saying, “Truly, the 
judiciary is the last hope of  
the common man.”

He said this should serve 
as a deterrent to other rapists 
as he warned them to turn to 
lifestyles devoid of  violence.

“The victim was rushed to 
the Police clinic for a medical 
c h e c k  a n d ,  t h e r e a f t e r, 
reunited with his family and 
relations.”

Z a m f a r a  S t a t e 
Commissioner of  Police, 
Kolo Yusuf  congratulated 
the  r e scued  v i c t im fo r 
regaining his freedom and 
assured the public of  Police's 
continuous commitment to 
rescue other vict ims in 
captivity.

Onipanu in the Ilupeju area 
of  Lagos State with two 
counts of  defilement and 
assault.

T h e  P r o s e c u t i o n 
Counsel,  DSP Kehinde 
Ajayi, told the court that 
Afolabi  committed the 
offence sometime in Dec. 
2022, in his residence at 
Onipanu. 

She said that the mother 
of  the girls had reported that 
her husband defiled their 
daughters aged nine, eight 
and five. 

She said that when the 
mother of  the girls got to 
know, she confronted her 
husband who got very angry 
and beat her up.

g u i l t y  p l e a ,  J u s t i c e 
Egwuatu, adjourned till 
February 13 for hearing in 
their bail application while 
ordering for their remand at 
the correctional centre.

The defendants were in 
count one charged with 
procuring, “E- Traders 
International Limited to 
retain the aggregate sum of  
N3,081,804,654.00 which 
sum you reasonably ought 
to have known forms part of  
p r o c e e d s  o f  u n l aw f u l 
activity to wit: criminal 
misappropriation, and you 
thereby commit ted an 
offence contrary to sections 
18(a), 15(20)(d) of  the 
M o n e y  L a u n d e r i n g 
Prohibition Act, 2011 as 
amended and punishable 
under section 15 (3) of  the 
same Act.

They were also charged 
with procuring, “E-Traders 
International Limited to 
transfer the aggregate sum 
of  $570,330 to account 
number no; 426-6644272 
domiciled in TD Bank, 
United States of  America, 
which sum you reasonably 
ought to have known forms 
part of  proceeds of  unlawful 
activity to with: criminal 
misappropriation, and you 
thereby commit ted an 
offence contrary to section 
15(2)(d) of  the Money 
Laundering Prohibition 
Act, 2011 as amended and 
punishable under section 15 
(3) of  the same Act”.

confession of  the suspected 
murderers that the Hyundai 
car was sold to Azeez 
Usman at N150,000.

Oyeyemi explained 
that after killing the couple, 
the suspects got hold of  
their son and their adopted 
child, Felix Olorunyomi; 
they tied them with rope 
and drove them in the 
Hyundai car to the Ogun 
River bridge at Adigbe area, 
where they threw them into 
the river.

The suspects were said 
to have parked the car 
somewhere in Oke Ata area 
of  Abeokuta but they later 
contacted Owolaja, “who 
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n Africa, this year, there would Ibe a total of  more than 10 
general elections in countries 

across the continent, particularly 
Sierra Leone in June, Sudan in July, 
Zimbabwe in July, Liberia in 
October,  Gabon in  October, 
Democratic Republic of  Congo 
(DRC) in December but Nigeria's 
general election, the seventh in the 
cycle since the country' return to 
civilian rule in 1999 is the bellwether 
election, given Nigeria's leadership 
position in the continent, the 
country's population which grants it 
many automatic advantages from 
market to political leverage, and that 
makes it clearly an election that both 
the local and the international 
community must worry about. 
Whatever happens in Nigeria's 
elections, this month till March 11, 
2023 and thereafter could have 
implications for the stability of  the 
West African sub-region, and by 
extension, Africa. The big problem 
that the international community 
faces is that major stakeholders in 
the Nigerian election do not care. 
They think only of  their individual 
and group, party ambitions. They 
can't be bothered by any big picture 
about Nigeria's role or place in the 
world. They are not interested in the 
country. They just want to win. It is 
a dangerous scenario, and that is 
why the grammar of  politics in 
Nige r i a  has  been  co loured , 
characterized, determined by 
vitriol, hate as well as religious and 
ethnic extremism.

People  that  we consider 
otherwise sensible, at least on the 
surface of  it, and going by their 
antecedents, have been threatening 
that they will either commit suicide 
or burn down the country's roof  if  
their principal does not win because 
it is their candidate's turn to run the 
country. That is not democracy, that 
is psychosis, and no country should 
be subjected to such end-game. Who 
are those scallywags who have 
appropriated unto themselves the 
right to dictate who the identity of  
the next Nigerian President must 
be? This is majorly the substance of  
political conversation in Nigeria 
today. Nobody must be allowed to 
do that. The people of  Nigeria, the 
93.4 mil l ion voters  who are 
registered for the 2023 general 
election must be allowed to exercise 
their franchise and choose feely and 
wisely, without let or hindrance.

Those who claim that they will 
commit suicide if  their candidate 
fails, should please go ahead and do 
so, having chosen to die in other 
people's war, but they must be 
reminded ahead of  the fact, that 
here in Nigeria, it is a felony to 
attempt suicide and fail at it. If  you 
want to die because Atiku or Tinubu 
or Peter Obi or Kwankwaso or any 
other Presidential candidate does 
not win, please go ahead and 
harvest your idiocy. Under section 
3 2 7  o f  t h e  C r i m i n a l  C o d e, 
(applicable in Southern Nigeria), it 
is stated clearly that “Any person 
who attempts to kill himself  is guilty 
of  a misdemeanor, and is liable to 
imprisonment for one year.” This is 
on all fours with Section 231 of  the 
Penal code, applicable to Northern 
Nigeria. It is important therefore 

that as Dele Farotimi, lawyer and 
activist, has pointed out in a book of  
the same title, “nobody should die in 
their war” that is – nobody should 
lose their lives because politicians 
simply want to realize their personal 
ambitions, the same politicians who 
want other people's children to die 
while they have all taken theirs to 
safe havens in different parts of  the 
world, the same politicians who are 
using Nigeria to play games, indeed 
the same politicians who do not care 
whether you live or die.

The big caveat, as Nigeria goes 
to the polls on February 25, 11 days 
from today, is: voter beware! It must 
be possible for every voter to go to 
the polls on election day and vote 
freely. Over the weekend, two 
incidents occurred that should 
attract attention and concern. In Eti-
Osa Local Government Area of  
Lagos State, a certain traditional 
r u l e r  i n  I g b a r a  c o m mu n i t y 
reportedly summoned a meeting of  
a b o u t  6 0  p e r s o n s  f r o m  t h e 
community where he told them that 
every member of  the community 
must vote for “our party”. He 
directed further, that voters must 
take pictures of  their ballot papers to 
show compliance, otherwise they 
would have problems within the 
community after the election. It was 
an open threat, no holds barred. The 
Baale, as such persons are called, 
even  a sked  the  member s  in 
attendance to show their Permanent 
Voters' Cards. Out of  60 persons, 20 
had their PVCs. Notwithstanding, 
he warned the 20 persons that 
nobody in the community would be 
allowed to jeopardize his own future 
and the future of  his children by 
failing to follow his directive. In a 
democracy, this is most absurd. 
How can a traditional ruler arrogate 
to himself  the rights of  every 
member within his domain? That is 
not democracy, that is feudalism. 
But does anyone know how many 
other communities in Nigeria where 
p e o p l e  h ave  b e e n  s i m i l a r ly 
threatened, in open, undisguised 
space, places of  religious worship 
where same threats have been issued 
or professional associations and so 
on where people have been told to 
vote according to communal 
dictates, not their conscience, and to 
face the consequences if  they were 
to act otherwise?

The potency of  the threat lies in 
the reality that Nigeria has neither 
the mechanism nor the personnel to 
checkmate this. It is not impossible 
that a few days to this year's general 
elections, the contest will be 
determined not by the people's 
choices but by ethnic bigots, 
shamanists, and clerics of  different 
persuasion who will invoke dubious 
piety and ask the people to vote in a 
particular manner. The majority of  
Nigerian voters do not know any 
better. They could vote like zombies 
in deference to what they have been 
told. Nigeria's literacy rate is less 
than 50%; ethnic and religious 
leaders wield a disproportionate 
amount of  power in Africa's biggest 
democracy.

It is for this reason that we must 
worry more about the threat of  
violence in Nigeria's coming 
elections. Ignorant people, further 

empowered with election cards, 
under the influence of  corrupt 
Godfathers could resort to violence 
at the slightest provocation. They 
may not even need to be prompted 
to behave violently. They have been 
programmed and incentivized to do 
so. A drunken, hyper-sensitive 
political crowd could initiate 
violence even without  being 
provoked. It is the biggest threat that 
the world has to pay attention to as 
Nigeria goes to the polls, and the 
potency of  that  threat .  Last 
Saturday, the Labour Party held its 
mega rally in Lagos, with the party's 
Presidential candidate, Peter Obi, 
Ibo, 61, former Governor of  the 
South East state of  Anambra, 
leading the charge. It was meant to 
be the final rally to end Obi's total of  
37 rallies across Nigeria. Lagos is 
one of  the most critical states in 
Nigeria's general elections with a 
large voting population. No serious 
Presidential candidate can ignore 
the state's voting bloc.

Lagos is in the South West, the 
political stronghold of  the candidate 
of  the ruling party – the All 
Progressives Congress (APC), Bola 
T i nu b u  w h o  h a d  a l s o  b e e n 
Governor for two terms and 
Godfather of  politics in the same 
state since 1999. Peter Obi daring to 
hold a final rally in Lagos, was the 
equivalent of  daring to challenge the 
lion in its own den. Tinubu is widely 
a c c l a i m e d  a s  t h e  “ L i o n  o f  
Bourdillon”, an upscale quarter of  
Lagos Island. On Saturday, the Lion 
said nothing. But Labour Party 
supporters are alleging that the cubs 
roared, and that those cubs bared 
their fangs and drew blood. As of  
yesterday, over 30 supporters of  the 
Labour Party were said to be on 
admission in different hospitals 
across the city, nursing different 
grades of  pain and injury. Anyone 
who wore vests bearing Obi's image 
or the logo of  the Labour Party was 
attacked. Vehicles were destroyed, 
stomachs were ripped open, sharp 
machetes were used to crack skulls 
and chests open, many sustained 
injuries. A determined crowd of  
Obidients, as they are called still 
made it to the Tafawa Balewa 
Square, venue of  the rally and 
managed to express their support for 
Peter  Obi,  the most  str iking 
revelation of  the 2023 electoral 
process in Nigeria, who built an 
electoral alternative from nothing 
into something. He created a 
movement in the process.

Nigeria's Electoral Act at 
Section 128, thereof, frowns at any 
attempt to apply threat or to do so 
directly or indirectly against anyone 
involved in an election or to inflict 
serious injury, damage, harm or by 
any means whatsoever. Section 128 
(d) prescribes a fine of  one million 
Naira or imprisonment for a term of  
three years, in the event of  an 
infract ion but  the wholesale 
problem with this electoral act 
touted as a major game-changer in 
terms of  its provisions, is that no 
serious attempt has been made to 
enforce it. Nigerian politicians have 
carried on in open defiance of  the 
law and in contemptuous disregard 
of  the legal framework. They have 
simply continued with their old 

ways. Even those lawmakers who 
made the law do not understand it, 
leading to the controversy in March 
2022 over the constitutionality or 
otherwise, of  Section 84(12) of  the 
same Electoral Act. There is no 
evidence ei ther  that  the law 
enforcement agencies know what 
the law says or care about their law 
enforcement responsibilities. The 
law forbids vote buying, but one of  
the leading topics in Nigeria today is 
how politicians are struggling to buy 
votes, through access to old or new 
notes and how a naira redesign 
policy on the eve of  the elections has 
frustrated access to cash.

The law talks about the felony 
of  hate speech, abuse, vitriol and 
heating up the polity. Nobody cares. 
The level of  verbal diarrhea, hate 
and abuse in this election is 
unprecedented .  Pres ident ia l 
candidates and their surrogates 
shoot typhoon missiles from the 
mouth, and they all use expressions 
such as “civil war” and “World War 
III” to characterize a general 
election. One spokesperson even 
accused a Presidential candidate of  
holding meetings with Army Chiefs 
to precipitate a coup. The military 
hierarchy has  reaf f i rmed i t s 
commitment to the constitutional 
order. State security agents have 
invited the party agent for a 
conversation! Nigeria is overtaken 
by tension, uncertainty and anxiety. 
More privileged Nigerians have fled 
town till after the elections. They are 
in the safe quarters of  London, 
Dubai and the Americas, ready to 
watch the elections from a distance. 
Only the poor defend Nigeria's 
future. The rich run away at critical 
times, in brazen demonstration of  
opportunism. When the elections 
are over, they return to collect 
positions and contracts from 
whoever wins and thus make more 
profits at the people's expense. The 
ones who stay behind may or may 
not vote. Very few big men and their 
women venture out to vote on 
election days in Nigeria.

This is why the needless spectre 
of  destruction, death, disaster and 
injury that attends every election 
cycle in Nigeria is condemnable and 
un jus t i f iab le.  The  count r y ' s 
electoral commission, INEC lifted 
the ban on campaigns in September 
2022. Since then, indeed since 2019, 
when the last general elections were 
held, more than 50 INEC facilities 
have been attacked in 22 states 
across the country, placing the 
c o m m i s s i o n  i n  a  h e a v i l y 
compromised position. The security 
agencies have not been able to 
protect INEC offices despite the 
existence of  an Inter-Agency 
Consu l ta t ive  Commit t ee  on 
Election Security (ICCES). The 
N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  A d v i s e r 
advertises ICCES as some kind of  
great initiative but sorry, we cannot 
see the impact. I want to hope that 
none of  the agencies involved in that 
committee has received state funds 
that they have refused to deploy 
appropriately. Apart from the 
attacks on INEC facilities, the 
political parties especially: the 
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), 
the All Progressives Congress 
(APC) and the Labour Party (LP) 

have all complained about attacks 
on their members and supporters 
across the country. This year alone, 
there has been an attack on the 
residence of  the spokesperson of  the 
Coalition of  United Political parties 
in Imo State. Peter Obi of  the 
Labour Party and his entourage 
were attacked after a rally in Katsina 
on January 24. PDP accused APC 
members of  attacking its members 
in Lagos on January 27. APC 
members in Rivers state reported an 
attack on them in Opobo and Port 
Harcourt in January, and on 
February 9, Dr. Abiye Sekibo, 
Director-General of  the PDP 
Presidential Campaign Council in 
Rivers narrowly escaped death 
when his bullet-proof  vehicles were 
riddled with bullets, two of  which 
got through but missed target. Just 
after that incident in Rivers, there 
was the report of  a clash between 
APC and PDP supporters in Jigawa. 
There was also a similar clash 
between both parties in Lagos in the 
Aiyetoro, Surulere area on January 
27, and yet another incident in Osun 
on January 30.

What Nigeria is going into 
looks like war, not an election and 
that makes it scary. This may affect 
the efficiency of  the electoral body, 
voter turn-out, and the post-election 
scenario in the country, especially as 
t h e  s e c u r i t y  a ge n c i e s  s e e m 
completely overwhelmed and aloof. 
Labour Party alleges that as the 
party's supporters were being 
attacked in Lagos, security officers 
simply looked the other way! 
N i g e r i a n s  h a v e  s o  b a d l y 
mismanaged the people's trust that 
even law enforcement officers do 
not want a share of  their war. The 
biggest loser will be President 
M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i  w h o s e 
attempt to define his legacy in eight 
years will be thrown under the bus. 
The bigger loser would be the 
Nigerian people who will suffer the 
consequences of  the derailment of  
their future, and the uncertainty that 
accompanies that.

Nigeria is in a dilemma right 
now, and that is putting it mildly. 
Even the shamanists of  diverse 
colours, pastors and the Bar Beach 
crowd of  fortune gazers have not 
been able to tell Nigerians what the 
immediate future portends. In a 
highly superstitious and religious 
country, religious leaders are as bad 
as the street thugs. They inflict their 
own kind of  violence that is not even 
c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  l a w.  T h e 
international community is in a 
wait-and-see mode. International 
investors too. Our conclusion is that 
this country is in urgent need of  
patriots, persons who would place 
the country first and above their 
personal ambitions. The scarcity of  
that special breed makes all of  us 
look bad. But Nigeria is one country 
that never crosses the edge of  the 
precipice. We are a resilient people; 
we always manage to survive. This is 
probably Nigeria's moment in the 
Garden of  Gethsemane. But even 
this shall pass. And please, what 
happened to all those peace accords 
Nigerian politicians signed with so 
much fanfare? Another hollow 
ritual?

By Reuben Abati

2023 elections and the danger of violence
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aris Saint-German Pcould be set to lose 
Lionel Messi and 

Neymar this summer after a 
heated fallout behind the 
s c e n e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o 
reports.

Neymar was allegedly 
involved in a dressing room 

ine - t ime Afr ican 

Nchampions Nigeria 
arrived in Leon, State 

of  Guanajuato, Mexico on 
Monday ahead of  the Four-
Nation Women's Revelation 
Cup Tournament taking place 
15th 21st February in that city.

Hosts Mexico, Nigeria, 
Costa Rica and Colombia are 
the participating teams at the 
tournament, which has the 
objective of  preparing the 
contestants for the 9th FIFA 
Women's World Cup finals in 
Australia and New Zealand 
t h i s  s u m m e r.  A l l  f o u r 
par t i c ipa t ing  t eams  a re 
headed for the finals Down 
Under.

The Super Falcons will 
play their first game of  the 
tournament against hosts 
Mexico s tar t ing at  4pm 
Mexico time (10pm Nigeria 
time) on Wednesday, 15th 
February, three hours after the 
opening match between Costa 
Rica and Colombia.

O n  S a t u r d a y,  1 8 t h 
February, the Falcons will be 
up against Colombia at 1pm 
Mexico time (7pm Nigeria 
time), before Costa Rica 
square up against the host 
nation.

C o s t a  R i c a  w i l l  b e 
Nigeria's last opponents, both 
teams locking horns as from 
5pm Mexico time (11pm 
Nigeria time) on Tuesday 21st 
February, before hosts Mexico 
and Colombia draw the 
curtain on the tourney.

Nigeria will be up against 
co-hosts Australia, Olympic 
champions  Canada  and 
debutants Republic of  Ireland 

razilian agent Andre BCury has opened up 
on  the  fu ture  o f  

starlet Vitor Roque, who has 
been attracting admiring 
glances from European 
shores.

The 17-year-old has 
b e e n  i m p r e s s i n g  f o r 
Athletico Paranaense in the 
Copa Libertadores before 
the World Cup, and was 
Brazil's joint-top scorer at 
the South American under-
20 Championships, as the 
Selecao ran out winners.

B a r c e l o n a  h a v e 
reportedly set their sights on 
Ro q u e  a s  a  l o n g - t e r m 
replacement for Robert 
Lewandowski, and want to 
bring him in to learn from 
and back up the Polish 
hitman.

Speak ing  to  Globo 
Esporte, via MD, Cury 
explained that Athletico PR 
had already received offers 
f o r  Ro q u e  f r o m  t h r e e 
European countries.

“There was already a 
proposal, but it was rejected. 
There was an English club, I 
don't want to give names, a 
Spanish club that already 
made an offer, an Italian one. 
We got more or less a value 
o f  € 2 5 m ,  a n d  w e 
immediately rejected it, 
because I understand that 
the player has a higher value 
than that, because even in 

replacing him as PSG's 
v i c e - c a p t a i n  a t  t h e 
beginning of  the campaign.

Mbappe then sent out a 
social media post calling for 
'unity' following their recent 
drop in form, but it is clear 
t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  m a j o r 
problems in the French 
side's dressing room.

According to the Daily 
Mirror, there is an ongoing 
feud between Mbappe and 
Neymar and now both the 
Brazilian and Messi are 
both seeking exits from the 
Parc des Princes.

A s  p e r  t h e  r e p o r t , 
former Real Madrid captain 
Sergio Ramos was forced to 

ootballers from Russia Fand Ukraine were 
involved in a fight in 

the corridors of  a Turkish 
hotel on Monday which left 
players with broken bones, 
according to reports.

Players from Russian 
side Shinnik Yaroslavl and 
Ukrainian outfit FC Minaj 
were  shar ing  the  hote l 
following the devastating 
earthquake that hit Turkey 
and Syria last week which 
killed 35,000 people.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Ukrainian Twitter account 
Zorya Londonsk, the brawl 
was sparked when a Minaj 
player made a remark to a 
Russian player after he 
behaved inappropriately 
towards a member of  hotel 
staff.

The Russian footballer 
was reportedly 'drunk and 
openly rude', and refused to 
apologise for his actions 
which led to him being 
punched by his Ukrainian 
counterpart.

Team-mates of  the two 
p l a y e r s  t h e n  b e c a m e 
involved, and Russian media 
have claimed that as many as 
four  Shinnik  Yaros lav l 
p l aye r s  we r e  l e f t  w i t h 
potentially fractured bones.

Police were called to 
defuse the situation, while 
a m b u l a n c e s  we r e  a l s o 
summoned to care to those 
injured.

FC Minaj responded to 
the fight by issuing an official 
statement on Tuesday. They 
confirmed that a brawl did 
occur, and made it clear that 
they felt the Russian players 
were to blame.

The statement read: 

clash on Saturday following 
a 3-1 defeat to Monaco, 
where the Brazilian was 
c r i t i ca l  o f  t eammates 
Vitinha and Hugo Ekitike.

This comes just weeks 
after Presnel Kimpembe 
said he was 'not made 
aware' of  Kylian Mbappe 

at what will be the biggest 
FIFA Women's World Cup 
finals ever, as it welcomes 32 
teams – the same number as 
the men's finals.

ALL THE INVITED 
PLAYERS:

Goalkeepers: Chiamaka 
Nnadozie (Paris FC, France); 
Yewande Balogun (AS Saint-
Etienne, France)

Defenders: Onome Ebi 
(Levante Las Planas (Spain); 
Osinachi Ohale (Deportivo 
Alaves, Spain); Ashleigh 
Plumptre (Leicester City, 
England); Glory Ogbonna 
(ALG Spor, Turkey); Rofiat 
Imuran (Stade de Reims, 
France); Michelle Alozie 
( H o u s t o n  D a s h ,  U S A ) ; 
Oluwatosin Demehin (Stade 
de Reims, France); Akudo 
Ogbonna (Rivers Angels)

Midfielders: Halimatu 
Ayinde (FC Rosengard, 
Sweden); Christy Ucheibe (SL 
Benfica, Portugal); Ngozi 
O k o b i - O k e o g h e n e 
(Eskilstuna United, Sweden); 
Rasheedat Ajibade (Atletico 
Madrid, Spain); Toni Payne 
(Sevilla FC, Spain); Jennifer 
Echegin i  (F lor ida  Sta te 
University, USA); Regina Otu 
(AS Saint-Etienne, France)

Forwards: Asisat Oshoala 
(Barcelona Femenin, Spain); 
Esther Okoronkwo (AS Saint-
Etienne, France); Ifeoma 
Onumonu (NY/NJ Gotham 
F C,  U S A ) ;  C h i n we n d u 
Ihezuo (Rayadas Monterrey, 
Mexico); Francisca Ordega 
(CSKA Moscow, Russia); 
U c h e n n a  K a nu  ( T i g r e s 
Femenil, Mexico)

Brazil some players are being 
sold for €20m.”

T h e  C a t a l a n  d a i l y 
confirmed the offer as being 
from Barcelona, while the 
English team interested is 
thought to be Arsenal.

“He has managed to 
show that he has all the 
p h y s i c a l ,  m e n t a l  a n d 
technical characteristics to 
be playing for a great club in 
Europe. He and Yuri Alberto 
are two players who work 
h a r d  p h y s i c a l l y  a n d 
contribute a lot to the team 
and are modern players, 
things that are scarce. The 
great 9s in Europe are old, 
l ike  Benzema,  Cavani , 
Lewandowski, and they will 
open a gap for these players.”

Short and stout, Roque 
is a quick and agile forward 
that possesses sufficient 
s t r e n g t h  t o  h o l d  o f f  
defenders. Although he 
prefers to play centrally, he 
can move out wide and is 
quite capable of  linking play 
with the midfield.

Barcelona will likely 
have to pull off  a similar trick 
to the ones they pulled of  last 
summer, convincing the 
player that Camp Nou is the 
best place for them. Should 
they get into a bidding war, 
they are fighting a losing 
battle with Premier League 
sides.

se para te  Mbappe  and 
Neymar,  and manager 
Christophe Galtier then 
staged a first-team meeting 
in which the pair were 
rebuked.

Messi, on the other 
hand, is now in the final 
months of  his two-year 
c o n t r a c t  w i t h  P S G , 
meaning he is now able to 
s p e a k  t o  o t h e r  c l u b s 
regarding a free transfer at 
the end of  the season.

It is believed that the 
Argentina international 
could make a switch to the 
MLS, with Inter Miami 
among the favourites for the 
legend's signature.

'Yesterday, February 13th, a 
fight took place in the Turkish 
R o y a l  S i g u n a s  h o t e l 
involving FC 'Minaj' and 
representatives of  country 
404 – Shinnik Yaroslavl.

'The cause of  the fight 
was the disgraceful behaviour 
of  the football players of  the 
Russian team towards the 
h o t e l  e m p l o y e e s  a n d 
provocative shouts towards 
the players of  Minaj.

 'The information from 
Russian propaganda media 
about the fact that the players 
of  Minaj forced the Shinnik 
players to sing the Ukraine 
national anthem & beat the 
p layers  in  the  l i f t  i s  a 
traditional delusion. The 
fight did take place, but 
already on the floor where the 
Russians lived and in equal 
numbers.

'After the end of  the 
skirmish, when the people of  
Minaj were in their rooms, 
the Russians continued 
fighting among themselves. 
Those who tried to stop the 
c l a sh  were  accused  o f  
supporting Ukraine. Local 
police had to intervene and 
calm down the Russians.'

Russian and Ukraine 
have been engaged in bitter 
and till on going war since 
Russia invaded Ukraine on  
24 February 2022

Recall that two years ago 
FC Minaj signed former Reid 
FC and Niger ia  s t r iker 
Ugochukwu Oduenyi on a 
three-year contract in an 
undisclosed fee and was 
handed jersey #9 to relaunch 
his career. Oduenyi, became  
a free agent after leaving Reid 
FC of  Austria.

Ligue 1: Messi, Neymar could leave PSG this summer

Barca makes offer for
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irst, let me start this Fc o m m e n t a r y  b y 
stating it very clearly 

that losing a child is one of  
the  wors t  th ings  –  i f  
actually not the worst thing 
– that could happen to a 
parent. It is not something 
anyone should take lightly, 
as it is a mind-bending sort 
of  distress, the pain of  
which is barely imaginable. 
Whenever this happens, in 
the intervening period, 
emotions tend to run high, 
w h i c h  i s  q u i t e 
understandable.

As a parent myself, I 
would never wish such 
unfortunate circumstance 
on anyone. But now that it 
has recently happened, one 
can only plead for calm, in 
order for clarity to reign, 
s u c h  t h a t  t h e  i s s u e s 
involved can be critically 
examined with the level of  
clear-head required to 
appraise the role of  all the 
stakeholders involved in the 
ill-fated incident. This 
would go a long way in 
forestalling the possibility 
of  such happening again, or 
reducing the incidence.

Some have pointed out 
that unfortunate deaths 
have always been all around 
us, but the capacity for the 
news to be exacerbated in a 
manner that can cause 
social havoc and deepen 
pain, while the lessons 
involved are lost in the 
process, is what this new 
information age or the age 
of  social media has done to 
us as a people.

What this means is that 
while those at loss and 
mourning are not allowed 
the peace to grieve quietly, 
the hysteria attendant up 
the consideration of  the 
issue in the social media at 

time adds fuel to the fire 
that burns up an issue that 
needs to be contemplated 
w i t h  a l l  t h e  s o b r i e t y 
involved. Social media 
'punditry' itself  is a source 
of  concern these days, as it 
ranges from the factual 
which could be laced with a 
b i t  m o r e  d r a m a  t h a n 
necessary, to the highly ill-
informed, and then the very 
emotional. These all worry 
me when we are dealing 
with an incident involving 
the loss of  life.

Like most people, I 
came across recent passing 
on of  12-year-old Whitney 
Adeniran, a student of  
Chrisland International 
Schools, Opebi, on social 
media. She is reported to 
h a v e  c o l l a p s e d  a n d 
subsequently passed on 
during a sporting event held 
by her school at Agege 
Stadium on Thursday 9th 
of  February. Encountering 
the heart-rending agony in 
her father's lamentation on 
social media was one of  the 
most difficult experiences 
for me in the past several 
months.

My first thoughts on 
g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e 
complaint was to find out if  
there was any level of  first 
aid to the young lady 
immediately she collapsed. 
As I am usually wont to do 
i n  t h i s  a ge  i n  w h i c h 
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  a n y 
incident can be multiple, 
and contesting, I try to find 
balance by looking for all 
the necessary information 
f rom a l l  the  r e l evan t 
sources and stakeholders 
involved, alongside a few 
objective others.

While the parents of  the 
d e c e a s e d ,  W h i t n e y 
Aden i ran ,  c l a im tha t 

Deutsche Oper Berlin in 
2001? Also, closer to this 
time, there is the 20-year-
old Hadi Ado Bala who 
slumped and died during 
his team's match against 
Sporting Cabanillas at 
Nuevo Campo on Sunday, 
5th of  February.

While one might be 
quick to want to blame 
Chrisland Schools for this 
incident, with another 
strain of  narrative claiming 
that the school had tried to 
suppress information about 
the incident, and also 
pressured Whitney's father 
against allowing for an 
autopsy to confirm the true 
cause of  death, I  was 
surprised to read from the 
State of  the Police, Ben 
Hundeyin, that Chrisland 
S c h o o l s  h a d  a c t u a l ly 
reported the sad occurrence 
to the Police and relevant 
authorities as it happened. 
A n d  t h e  S c h o o l  h a d 
proposed the need for an 
autopsy to clear the air 
about what the cause of  
death could be. One then 
wonders why, as some have 
noted, Whitney's father 
was quick to buy a coffin 
and had wanted to bury his 
d a u g h t e r  w i t h o u t  a n 
autopsy, before other levels 
of  intervention persuaded 
him otherwise.

As this remains a very 
p a i n f u l  i n c i d e n t  t h a t 
traumatises me as a parent, 
I  a m  m i n d e d  t h a t  a s 
e m o t i o n s  r u n s  h i g h , 
indicating how upset many 
a r e  b y  t h e  h i g h l y 
unfortunate passing of  the 
deceased, we should all be a 
little bit more circumspect 
in casting blames, which 
could lead to what could be 
a misplaced public lynching 
of  Chrisland Schools. I am 
more persuaded that the 

Chrisland Schools had not 
put in place any form of  
first aid or response to deal 
with emergencies that 
could arise during such 
physical activity, however 
the School said that it 
actually did its best in the 
circumstance that it found 
itself  last Thursday. It said 
they had quickly sought 
medical intervention at the 
nearest facility – which was 
the government's medical 
c e n t r e  i n  A g e g e , 
immedia te ly  Whi tney 
collapsed. And that what 
h a p p e n e d  wa s  r e a l l y 
unfortunate, despite its best 
efforts.

More so, the affected 
student is said to have also 
had medical challenges in 
the past week, which had 
made the school call the 
attention of  her parents to 
these, and they had then 
come to pick her up from 
s c h o o l  f o r  m e d i c a l 
attention.

In the back-and-forth 
that happens in moments 
of  distress like this, what 
gets lost in translation at 
times is the true situation of  
things. Yet, what appears 
incontrovertible is the fact 
t h a t  a t  t h e  s t a d i u m , 
Whitney had an episode 
that led to her collapse, and 
she was then swiftly taken 
for medical attention at the 
closest health facility at 
hand. Whether this was the 
possible care at that point in 
time is another issue, but 
t h e n  a t  m o m e n t s  o f  
emergency, those in danger 
are usually availed of  the 
first place of  care that is 
available. If  that is then 
inadequate to effectively 
discharge the role of  a first 
responder, it points to the 
larger issue of  state failure 

true cause of  the death 
should  be  sought  out 
through rigorous scientific 
and medical means, which 
could then curtail all the 
various speculations and 
innuendoes going around 
about the incident. Then we 
can move to the stage of  
erecting controls – both at 
the home and the school – 
to forestall  such from 
happening, going into the 
future, if  this is not just 
another natural occurrence 
that's simply beyond our 
control.

I am hesitant to cast 
blames as i t  is  highly 
inconceivable that there 
could have been deliberate 
negligence on the part of  
t h e  p a r e n t s  o r  e v e n 
C h r i s l a n d  S c h o o l s , 
considering all that it has 
gone through in the past 
and the very intentional 
culture of  carefulness I 
heard that it has cultivated. 
This might just be a freak 
incident that broke through 
the best of  intentions.

Now that the Lagos 
State  gover nment  has 
c l o s e d  t h e  C h r i s l a n d 
Schools in Opebi, Lagos 
down, as it tries to get to the 
b o t t o m  o f  t h i s  v e r y 
saddening occurrence, my 
heart goes out, first of  all, to 
the Adeniran family, and I 
pray that the Almighty 
gives them succour in this 
very difficult hour. Then, I 
sympathise with all the 
o t h e r  p u p i l s  w h o s e 
education has been stalled 
a s  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t 
intervenes in this issue, and 
other people – teachers, 
non-academic workers, etc. 
–  w h o  d e p e n d  o n 
C h r i s l a n d s  f o r  t h e i r 
livelihoods. May we all find 
the grace to survive this 
gloom.

that we are all afflicted 
with. The state fails us 
every single day, and this 
appears as yet another such 
manifestation.

Still, could Whitney 
have tr uly also had a 
s u b s i s t i n g  m e d i c a l 
condition, as Chrisland 
Schools have alluded to? A 
challenge that was just 
awaiting a trigger, like 
p h y s i c a l  a c t i v i t y,  t o 
manifest? I read an account 
saying that Whitney had 
s lumped,  backing  the 
s t a d i u m  r a i l i n g .  A s 
m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e , 
Chrisland Schools is also 
said to have it on record that 
Whitney was ill as recently 
as the 20th of  January, with 
her father being contacted 
to  come  take  he r  fo r 
medical attention. Some 
even say that since she was 
a day student, and not in the 
boarding house, Chrisland 
Schools might not be in the 
full picture of  her medical 
h i s t o r y  a n d  i s s u e s , 
necessitating her closer 
monitoring.

O r  c o u l d  w h a t 
happened to her  have 
occurred spontaneously, as 
many examples abound. 
Slumping and dying have 
b e c o m e  a  wo r r i s o m e 
phenomenon around the 
world. I can easily recall a 
few examples, from the 
Nigerian ex-international 
footballer, Sam Okwaraji, 
who died of  congestive 
heart failure on the field of  
play on 12th of  August, 
1989, to the 52-year-old 
Deji Tinubu who slumped 
during a match on the 26th 
of  January, 2018. What 
about Giuseppe Sinopoli, 
who died of  a heart attack 
while conducting Giuseppe 
Ve r d i ' s  A i d a  a t  t h e 

Gloomy waters: Chrisland Schools and the
need for restraint 
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Man sent to prison for defiling
his daughters, assaulting wife 

Delta court sends 56yr old man
to jail for defiling minor


