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Tension in Aba as Abia Govt stops coronation 
of ‘Emir of Aba’

Appeal Court says APGA has no 
guber candidate in Abia
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News

Uzodimma, Ihedioha, congratulate new 
NLC President, Ajaero

T
he Court of  Appeal 
in Abuja has de-
clared that the All 

Progressives Grand Alli-
ance (APGA) has no gov-
ernorship candidate for the 
2023 election in Abia State.

A unanimous verdict of  
a three-member panel of  
justices read by Justice Ste-
phen Adah on Wednesday 
ruled that the failure of  the 
party to conduct a valid 
primary within the time set 
by law robbed it of  the op-
portunity participate in the 
elections.

A Federal High Court 
in Abuja had in December 
2022 nullified the May 29, 
2022 primary of  APGA in 
Abia on the grounds of  ir-
regularities in the conduct.

The court presided by 
Justice Binta Nyako then 
ordered the party to con-
duct a fresh primary within 
14 days.

The primary has been 
marred by controversy with 
Prof  Greg Ibe, Etigwe Uwa 
and Chikwe Udensi all lay-
ing claims to the governor-
ship ticket.

G
overnor Hope Uzo-
dimma of  Imo State 
has congratulated the 

newly elected President of  the 
Nigerian Labour Congress 
(NLC), Comrade Joe Ajae-
ro, saying he has joined the 
many sons and daughters of  
Imo who have made the State 
proud.

Comrade Ajaero, the Depu-
ty National President of  NLC 
since 2011, was returned un-
opposed Wednesday morning 
by his colleagues at the 13th 

National Delegates Confer-
ence of  the Nigerian Labour 
Congress in Abuja.

He succeeds Comrade 
Ayuba Wabba whose tenure 
elapsed same as day, Febru-
ary 8, 2023.

A statement by Oguwike 
Nwachuku, the Chief  Press 
Secretary and Media Adviser 
to Governor Hope Uzodim-
ma said his principal noted 
with pride that Ajaero’s emer-
gence has once more shown 
that Imo State is made up of  

citizens that can be trusted 
with higher national and in-
ternational assignments.

The Governor was par-
ticularly elated that Ajaero 
emerged unopposed, as a 
consensus candidate, an in-
dication that his colleagues 
have invested so much trust 
in him.

In congratulating Ajaero, 
Governor Uzodimma said 
he has no iota of  doubt that 
his leadership of  the NLC 
will help to galvanize nation-
al progress and development, 
and that through partnership 
with government that lasts, 
Labour under his watch will 
render service to humanity 
and God.

The Governor who also 
congratulated the delegates 
for conducting a peaceful con-
ference said Ajaero’s victory 
is a victory for Nigerian work-
ers who believe so much in 
his capacity as their President 
to lead them to the promised 
land.

Ajaero, a former Secretary 
General of  the National Un-
ion of  Electricity Employees 
(NUEE) hails from Emeke-
uku in Owerri North Local 
Government Area of  Imo 
State.

In a similar vein, the former 
Governor of  Imo State, Rt. 
Hon. Emeka Ihedioha has 
congratulated Comrade Joe 
Ajaero who emerged as the 

Ibe heads to Supreme Court, as Appeal Court 
sacks him as APGA guber candidate
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Court of  Appeals 
has sacked Prof  Greg 
Ibe as the governor-

ship candidate of  All Pro-
gressive Grand Alliance 
(APGA) in Abia State. The 
Appellant Court also ruled 

that APGA can not pres-
ent any guber candidate for 
the March 11 polls in Abia 
State.

 In unanimous decision by 
a three-man Panel of  Judg-
es, the Appeal Court held 
that the failure of  APGA to 
conduct a fresh guber pri-
mary election within a 14- 
day’s time frame as ordered 
by the Federal High Court, 
Abuja in December robbed 
it the opportunity to present 
a governorship candidate in 
the March 11 polls. 

The decision of  the Court 
of  Appeals ruling was read 
by Justice Stephen Adah.

But reacting to the devel-
opment, the guber candi-
date of  APGA, Prof  Greg 
Ibe rejected the judgment, 
describing it as strange and 
preposterous. 

Ibe who said that the pri-
mary election that produced 
him remained the most 
transparent as observed by 
officials of  INEC, APGA 
national officers, Journalists 
and Civil Society Organi-
sations, wondered why an-
yone would claim that the 
exercise was tainted by irreg-
ularities.

Prof  Ibe vowed to chal-
lenge the ruling in the Su-
preme Court where he be-
lieves, his mandate would be 

reaffirmed, adding that he 
remained the guber candi-
date of  APGA. The found-
er of  Gregory University, 
Uturu urged his supporters 
to remain upbeat, maintain-
ing that the Supreme Court 
would throw away the ruling 
of  the lower Courts.

 “This is not only a strange 
ruling but one that is prepos-
terous and totally unjusti-
fiable. I thereby reject the 
judgement in its entirety and 
subsequently announce my 
decision to seek redress at 
the apex Court”, Ibe said. 

He explained that two 
prayers brought by Chief  
Chikwe Udensi against him 
before the Court of  Appeals 
where he demanded that he 
be declared that the win-

new President of  the Nigeria 
Labour Congress (NLC).

Ihedioha in a statement he 
released through his Spokes-
man, Chibuike Onyeukwu 
noted that Ajaero has made 
history by emerging unop-
posed at the 13th National 
Delegates’ Conference of  the 
union, Wednesday in Abuja.

He decried the insecurity, 
poverty level and unbeara-
ble situation of  the Nigerian 
workers across the country. 

“While expressing confi-
dence that Comrade Ajaero, 
being a true democrat, de-
fender of  democracy, an as-
tute labour leader with rich 
experience, will provide an 

independent and purposeful 
leadership that will alleviate 
the plight of  workers and 
indeed restore the dignity of  
the Union, Ihedioha urged 
him to remain on the path of  
patriotism, especially at this 
time, the nation is faced with 
several challenges ahead of  
the general elections.”

He equally prayed God to 
grant the new president and 
his team, wisdom and grace 
to excel in the onerous task 
ahead.

Comrade Ajaero, a native 
of  Emekuku in Owerri North 
LGA of  Imo State, was until 
his  emergence as President,  
Deputy National President 
of  the Union.

Angry customer injures 
First Bank staff in Umuahia
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
staff  of  First Bank 
of  Nigeria PLC staff  
simply identified as 

Chidi has been hospitalized 
in Umuahia, Abia State, after 
an angry customer broke his 
head with big stone. 
  The incident happened at 
Uzuakoli road branch of  the 
bank on Tuesday afternoon 
when the staff  had entered a 
photo shop adjacent to his of-
fice. It was also gathered that 
the bank staff  was at the pho-
to shop to snap a passport 
photograph in preparation 
for an official engagement.
  However, on entering the 
shop, he was said to have told 
the photographer to immedi-
ately attend to him so that he 
could return to his duty post 
in the bank hall. 
  On realising that his cus-
tomer was a banker, the pho-

tographer allegedly raised 
the price for the 8-copies 
passport, in retaliation for his 
(photographer’s) inability to 
withdraw money from First 
Bank earlier in the day.
   The altercation reached a 
zenith when the photogra-
pher picked a big stone and 
broke Chidi’s head, making 
the victim to bleed profusely. 
He was immediately rushed 
to an undisclosed hospital by 
his colleagues, for treatment 
while the bank shut down op-
erations for the day. 
   There was a mild drama at 
the scene of  the incident as 
many bank customers who 
witnessed the attack said 
they had no sympathy for the 
wounded bank staff.
    At main branch of  Guaran-
tee Trust Bank (GTB) in Aba, 
some customers equally cre-
ated a drama in front of  the 
facility as they cooked and ate 
plates of  noodles.

ner of  the primaries were 
thrown away by the Court. 
Ibe wondered why the Court 
of  Appeals went ahead to 
declare that APGA has no 
guber candidate.

 He blamed his troubles 
on enemies of  Abia who 
he said, are fighting his de-
sires to salvage the State 
from years of  backwardness. 
In December, Justice Bin-
ta Nyako of  Federal High 
Court, Abuja nullified the 
May 2022 primary that pro-
duced Prof. Ibe as candidate 
over alleged irregularities. 
Justice Nyako therefore or-
dered APGA to conduct a 
fresh primary within 14 days 
from the date of  the High 
Court judgment.

However, Ibe appealed the 
judgment.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
here is tension in 
Aba, Abia State, fol-
lowing an alleged plot 

by by some Northerners liv-
ing the the city to install a 
paramount ruler of  Hausa/
Fulani kingdom. 
   The name of  the proposed 
‘Emir’ of  Aba is Alhaji Sari-
ki Shehu Bello while he is 
allegedly being proposed to 
lead ‘Aba Emirate Council’. 
And to forestall any break-
down of  law and order, the 
State government has or-
dered the immediate cancel-
lation of  the proposed ‘Emir 
of  Aba’ coronation. 
  In a statement by the Sec-
retary to the State govern-
ment, Barr Chris Ezem, the 
State government warned 

the organizers of  the pro-
posed coronation of  ‘Emir 
of  Aba’ to stop forthwith or 
risk the wrath of  the State 
government and law en-
forcement agencies.
  The stern warning read: 
“The attention of  Abia State 
government has been drawn 
to a proposed coronation of  
one Sariki Shehu Bello 11 
as the Emir of  Aba Emirate 
Council without recourse to 
government.” 
  “Government wishes to 
warn all involved in this un-
authorized and illegal cor-
onation to stop forthwith 
or be prepared to face the 
weight of  the the law.”

 Abia government went 
on: “Government hereby by 
this directs the immediate 
cancellation of  the proposed 
illegal coronation as there 

is nothing like Aba Emirate 
Council in the State.” 

The statement went on as 
“government further warned 
all residents in the State, es-
pecially those residents in 
Aba to be law abiding.”

The Ikpeazu-led govern-
ment warned that it would 
not condone any act that 
may threaten the peace in 
the state and mandated secu-
rity agencies to immediately 
swing into action to arrest 
and prosecute anyone found 
flaunting its directives in that 
regard. 

The discovery by the State 
government created tension 
in some parts of  Enyimba 
city on Wednesday as many 
residents condemned the 
development, describing it 
as religious and tribal prov-
ocation.

Naira scarcity: Police allege threat to cause
mayhem in Anambra

T
he Anambra State Po-
lice command says it 
has uncovered plans 

by some groups of  persons 
to take advantage of  the 
new naira notes scarcity to 
unleash violence in some 
parts of  the state, warning 
those involved to desist from 
it.

The state Police Public Re-
lations Officer, PPRO, To-

chukwu Ikenga assured that 
the police would ensure op-
timal deployment of  human 
and operational resources 
towards guaranteeing safety 
and security in the state, de-
scribing the scarcity of  naira 
as not peculiar to Anambra 
State, the command said 
the Federal government was 
doing everything possible to 
address the situation.

His statement read: “The 
Police command hereby 
warns these groups/persons 
to shelve their planned vio-
lence or have the full weight 
of  the law to contend with.

“The Police, in conjunc-
tion with other security 
agencies, have embarked on 
confidence-building patrols 
and ensure the optimal de-
ployment of  human and op-

erational resources towards 
guaranteeing safety and se-
curity in the state.

The command, therefore, 
enjoins Anambrarians and 
residents alike not to panic 
and urges the law-abiding 
residents/visitors of  the 
state to go about their law-
ful duties without any fear 
of  harassment or intimida-
tion.” He urged interested 
members of  the public to 
request security services or 
call the police for a prompt 
response.



INEC investigating liking 
tweet against Peter Obi
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Senator Nwaoboshi remanded in
Ikoyi Prison over N805m scam
A

fter trying for many 
months to get the 
Supreme Court to 

squash his conviction over an 
N805 million scam, the Sena-
tor representing Delta North 
in the National Assembly, 
Peter Nwaoboshi, has finally 
been taken to prison to begin 
his seven years’ jail term.

The embattled lawmaker 
was arrested by operatives 
of  the Economic and Finan-
cial Crimes Commission in a 
hospital in Lagos on Monday 
and taken to the Ikoyi Prison 
in Lagos on Tuesday, ac-
cording to a statement by the 
Head of  Media and Publici-
ty of  the EFCC, Mr. Wilson 
Uwujaren.

Nwaoboshi, who had been 
in hiding for many months 
in his bid to get the Supreme 
court to overturn his convic-
tion over money laundering, 
lost his bid to convince the 
apex court to do his bidding 
and had to proceed to jail 
and serve his term.

It will be recalled that the 
Court of  Appeal had in a 
judgment it delivered on July 

1, 2022, sentenced him to 
prison after it convicted him 
on a two-count charge of  
money laundering and also 
ordered the winding up of  
his two companies, Golden 
Touch Construction Project 
Ltd and Suiming Electrical 
Ltd, in line with the provision 
of  Section 22 of  the Money 
Laundering Prohibition Act 
2021, and their properties 
forfeited to the Federal Gov-
ernment.

But the lawmaker, who 
was not present in court at 
the time of  the ruling, went 
underground and refused to 
present himself  to the Nige-
rian Correctional Service. 
Instead, he proceeded to the 
Supreme Court, praying the 
apex court to not only set it 
aside the judgment of  the ap-
peal court but grant him bail, 
pending the determination of  
his appeal.

But in a unanimous deci-
sion on January 27, 2023, 
the apex court dismissed the 
application. In the lead judg-
ment by Justice Emmanuel 
Agim, the apex court won-
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dered why Nwaoboshi, who 
refused to submit himself  to 
the law, would seek the indul-
gence of  the law.

Justice Tijani Abubakar, in 
his contribution, upbraided 
the Appellant for filing the 
bail application while on the 
run.

“We must make it very, 
very clear to all Nigerians 
that nobody is above the law. 
The government and the gov-
erned are subject to the rule 
of  law. And, we must ensure 
that there is respect for the 
rule of  law”.

The Court of  Appeal judg-
ment that convicted Nwao-
boshi followed an appeal by 
the EFCC against the judg-
ment of  Justice Chukwujek-
wu Aneke of  a Federal High 
Court in Lagos, which had 
on June 18, 2021, discharged 
and acquitted the lawmaker 
and his companies.

Nwaoboshi and his compa-
nies illegally acquired a prop-
erty named Guinea House, 
Marine Road, in Apapa, La-
gos, for N805 million. Part of  
the money paid for the prop-

erty was transferred by Suim-
ing Electrical Ltd on behalf  
of  Nwaoboshi and Golden 
Touch Construction Project 
Ltd. The funds are believed to 
be proceeds of  illicit activities 
of  the convict.

One of  the counts reads:  
” That you,  Peter Nwao -
boshi  and Golden  Touch 
Construction  Projects Limit-
ed,  between May and June,  
2014, within the jurisdiction  
of  this honourable court, did 
acquire a property described 
as Guinea  House,  Marina 
Road,  Apapa,  Lagos,  for the 
sum of  N805million, when 
you reasonably ought to have 
known that the sum of  N322 
million out of  the purchase 
price transferred to the ven-
dors by order of  Suinming 
Electricals Limited formed 
part of  the proceeds of  an 
unlawful  activity of  fraud 
and you thereby committed 
an offence contrary  to Sec-
tion 15(2) (d)  of  the Money 
Laundering Prohibition Act  
of  2011(as amended) and 
punishable  under Section 
(15)(3) of  the same Act.”

Governor Uzodimma middle, Deputy Governor, Prof Placid Njoku, (Immediate left) with members of the National Peace 
Committee during a courtesy visit to the IMO Governor at the Government House in Owerri on Wednesday.

ASUP decries non-payment of Abia Polytechnic
lecturers for 40 months 

T
he Academic Staff  
Union of  Polytechnics 
(ASUP) says the Abia 

State Government owes staff  
of  the Abia State Polytechnic, 
Aba (Abiapoly), 40 months’ 
salary arrears. In a statement 
signed by the ASUP publicity 
secretary, Abdullahi Yalwa, 
made available to The Educa-
tion Report, the union faulted 
the encomiums showered on 
the state governor recently by 
Abiapoly’s rector, Prof. Oko-
rie Kalu Osonwa. 

In January, the rector of  
Abiapoly, Osonwa, com-
mended Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu for “restoring the 

pride of  the institution” and 
the release of  the subvention, 
which he said aided the poly 
to overcome some of  its fi-
nancial problems. 

The rector stated this dur-
ing a briefing that was specif-
ically organized to thank the 
governor for the numerous 
things he had done to lift the 
institution since he became 
governor. Osonwa equal-
ly placed on record that, in 
2022, when Abiapoly’s cours-
es were de-accredited by the 
National Board for Technical 
Education (NBTE), Ikpeazu 
came to its rescue by doling 
out N450m, with which the 

institution paid four months’ 
arrears of  its workers’ salary 
that led to the board rescind-
ing its decision.

The union, in a statement 
dated February 2, 2023, said 
its attention was drawn to a 
statement by the rector com-
mending the Abia State Gov-
ernor and the visitor to the 
institution, Ikpeazu, for “re-
storing the place of  pride of  
the polytechnic despite some 
months of  owed salaries.”

ASUP observed that the 
“embarrassing publication” 
was only “aimed at massag-
ing the ego of  the governor 
to enable him service his cul-
ture of  tokenism on the con-
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T
he Independent Na-
tional Electoral Com-
mission (INEC) has 

stated unequivocally that it 
does not favor any candidate 
or political party. 

The clarification follows 
the Commission’s approval 
of  a tweet by Omoyele Sow-
ore, the presidential candi-
date of  the African Action 
Congress, AAC, in which he 
referred to his counterpart in 
the Labour Party, LP, Peter 
Obi, as an opportunist. 

Sowore described Obi as 
an opportunist who fell in 
love with President Muham-
madu Buhari, whom he also 
described as wicked and in-
competent, in a tweet. 

He also stated that Obi 
believed the policy would 
give his campaign an unfair 
advantage. Surprisingly, the 
INEC liked the tweet, caus-
ing controversy and calling 
into question the electoral 
body’s neutrality. 

However, the INEC has 

issued a statement to clarify 
the situation. 

On Wednesday, it issued 
a statement via its Twitter 
account. “The Independent 
National Electoral Com-
mission’s (INEC) attention 
has been drawn to a post on 
its Twitter handle, liking a 
post relating to one of  the 
18 Presidential candidates,” 
it wrote.

“The Commission is an 
impartial electoral body 
with no preference for any 
candidate or political party.”

 The Commission assures 
all Nigerians of  its neutrality 
and promises to hold a free 
and fair general election. 
The Commission is devoted 
to the people of  Nigeria.” 

“In the meantime, the 
Commission is investigating 
the circumstances that led to 
the liking of  the said post, 
and if  an infraction is estab-
lished, the Commission will 
take appropriate discipli-
nary actions.”

2023 Election: Tinubu, Obi ‘ll be
difficult to work with – Ned Nwoko 

quered staff  and students of  
the polytechnic.” 

The union stated that, 
“For the record, what the 
conquered rector of  the con-
quered polytechnic refers to 
as “some months of  owed sal-
aries” is actually 40 months 
of  unpaid salaries as of  the 
end of  January 2023. 

This, in Prof. Osonwa’s 
conquered imagination, rep-
resents the restoration of  the 
pride of  place of  the Polytech-
nic! 

“Though it is commonplace 
in our clime to sing worthless 
praises to an oppressor in the 
hope of  gaining freedom, it is 
beyond proof  that such has 

T
he Delta North sen-
atorial candidate of  
the Peoples Demo-

cratic Party (PDP), Ned 
Nwoko, has stated that he 
will find it difficult to enjoy 
serving as a senator under 
the All Progressives Con-
gress (APC)’s Bola Tinubu 
or the Labour Party’s Peter 
Obi. 
  According to Nwoko, 
winning the 2023 election 
is not a do-or-die situation 
for him. The politician and 
business mogul said this to-
day in Asaba during an in-
teractive session with jour-
nalists. Nwoko appeared 
on ‘The Platform,’ a show 
hosted by the Delta State 
Council of  the Nigeria Un-
ion of  Journalists (NUJ).

In his speech, the sena-
torial candidate stated that 
if  he is elected to the red 
chamber, he does not want 

to be in opposition. As a 
result, he urged Nigerians 
to vote for the PDP pres-
idential candidate, Atiku 
Abubakar, claiming that 
being a senator under his 
party’s candidate will be 
easier than under an oppo-
sition party candidate.

Nwoko emphasized 
that convincing Peter Obi 
and Tinubu to do what he 
wanted for him would be a 
difficult task. He stressed:  
it’s almost impossible.

 But if  i have Okowa and 
Atiku, it’s easy. Please, 
make room for them. I be-
lieve they will make things 
happen.

 If  i am in opposition, 
it becomes a problem. 
Nwoko stated that the PDP 
agenda would be based 
on what the people dis-
cussed and agreed upon. 
While noting that the same 
applies to the governor, 
Nwoko told the people that 
they were shooting them-
selves in the foot if  they 
supported an APC candi-
date for governor of  Delta 
State.

 I cannot work with an 
APC governor. I know him, 
he said, soliciting support 
for all PDP candidates in 
the forthcoming elections.

proven to actually energize 
the oppressor, rather than sof-
tening his heart and facilitat-
ing the release of  his victims. 
Governor Ikpeazu should re-
alize that there is no honor in 
ruling a conquered territory.” 

Yalwa recalled that Abia-
poly was stripped of  the ac-
creditation of  its programmes 
last year by NBTE for failing 
to meet the accreditation re-
quirements related to staff  
remuneration and conditions 
of  service. 

According to him, the step 
forced the governor to release 
N450 million to defray four 
out of  the 38 months sala-
ries owed at the time with a 
commitment to commence 
payment of  regular salaries 
and to be defraying the back-
log once stability is restored in 
the payment of  the salaries. 
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he controversy over the February 10 Tdeadline for the validity of three old 
naira notes assumed another 

dimension on Wednesday as the Supreme 
Court of Nigeria restrained the Federal 
Government from implementing the 
February 10 deadline for the old 200, 500 
and 1000 naira notes.

On the same day, Attorney-General of 
the Federation (AGF), Abubakar Malami 
asked the apex court to dismiss the suit filed 
by three State Governors challenging the 
naira redesign policy of the Central Bank of 
Nigeria (CBN); the governments of three 
states behind the suit. And interestingly, all 
three states involved in the suit are 
controlled by the ruling All Progressives 
Congress (APC).

In the preliminary objection filed by 
the AGF through his lawyers – Mahmud 
Magaji and Tijanni Gazali – the Federal 
Government argued that the Supreme 
Court lacks jurisdiction to entertain the 
suit.

In court filings dated February 8, 2023, 
the AGF contends that “the plaintiffs have 
equally not shown reasonable cause of 
action against the defendant.”

They are asking the court to strike out 
the suit for lack of jurisdiction.

Citing grounds in support of  the 
objection, they argue that the State 
Governments' suit challenges the Federal 
Government through its agency, the CBN, 
to withdraw old banknotes from the 
financial system and introduce new ones.

With reference to Section 251 of the 
Constitution, the defence lawyers argue 
that the suit falls within the exclusive 
jurisdiction of the Federal High Court in 
matters of monetary policy of an agency of 
the Federal Government.

“The claims or reliefs are not against 
the federation, but the Federal Government 
and its Agency, the Central Bank of 
Nigeria.

“The Federal Government of Nigeria 
is distinct from the Federation or the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria. The Plaintiffs 
have no grievance whatsoever against the 
Federation of Nigeria.

“This suit has disclosed no dispute that 
invokes this (Supreme) Court's original 
jurisdiction as constitutionally defined,” 
the AGF added.

Recall The CBN had on October 26, 
2022, announced its plan to redesign the 
three banknotes. President Muhammadu 
Buhar i  subsequent ly  unve i led  the 
redesigned N200, N500, and N1, 000 notes 
on November 23, 2022, while the apex bank 
fixed a January 31 deadline for the validity 
of the old notes.

The CBN also pegged its weekly cash 

withdrawal limits to N500, 000 for 
individuals and N5m for corporate firms.

With cries by many Nigerians, the apex 
bank extended the deadline from January 31 
to February 10, saying it got the approval of 
the President.

The National Assembly asked for a six-
month extension of  the policy, amid 
sca th ing  c r i t i c i sms  by  gover nors, 
lawmakers and stalwarts of the ruling All 
Progresive Congress (APC) including the 
presidential flag bearer of the party, Bola 
Tinubu.

The seven-man panel of the Supreme 
Court led by Justice John Okoro, in a 
unanimous ruling on Wednesday, granted 
an interim injunction restraining the 
Federal Government, the CBN and 
commercial banks from implementing the 
February 10, deadline for the old 200, 500 
and 1000 Naira notes to stop being a legal 
tender.

The court further held that the FG, 
CBN, commercial banks must not continue 
w i t h  t h e  d e a d l i n e  p e n d i n g  t h e 
determination of a notice in respect of the 
issue on February 15.

However, the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) has called on the Central Bank 
of  Nigeria to extend the February 10 
deadline for the phase out of old N200, 
N500 and N1000 notes as the nation's legal 
tender.

“In light of  hardships caused by 
disruptions to trade and payments due to 
the shortage of new banknotes available to 
the public, in spite of measures introduced 
by the CBN to mitigate the challenges in the 
b a n k n o t e  swa p  p r o c e s s,  t h e  I M F 
encourages the CBN to consider extending 
the deadline, should problems persist in the 
next few days leading up to the February 10, 
2 0 2 3  d e a d l i n e . ”  I M F  R e s i d e n t 
Representative in Nigeria, Ari Aisen, said 
in a statement on Wednesday.

While many Nigerians applauded the 
verdict of the court, a large section could 
not hide their disappointment at the court 
ruling. Others queried the jurisdiction of 
the Supreme Court on the matter and 
believed that the move would not favor the 
masses.

Insisting, the Supreme Court judgment 
is of no use to the masses since the CBN has 
already retrieved over 2 trillion naira worth 
of old notes in circulation, therefore the 
decision won't bring back the old notes to 
circulation or make the new notes available.

We are asking for clarifications if the 
CBN is bound by the Supreme Court 
interim order that restrains it from not 
recognizing the old naira notes after 
February 10 even when they aren't joined to 
the suit?
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Dealing with anxiety
over Supreme Court ruling
on deadline for old notes
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Opinion

omeone said that Western 

Scountries have snacks 
while Nigeria has meals. It 

sounds cheeky, but from the 
Nigerian perspective of  what 
constitutes food, the person may 
not be far from the truth. To the 
Nigerian, victuals such as pizza, 
hamburger, pie, shawarma, 
steak, lobster, etc, are not seen as 
“food” but snacks or food 
complements. A Nigerian who 
has eaten a kilo of  steak, lobster 
or hamburger will not claim to 
have eaten food.

In my recent tour of  North 
America (Canada and the 
United States of  America) and 
the Caribbean, I was wowed by 
the huge popularity of  Nigerian 
p o p  m u s i c  ( n i c k n a m e d 
A f r o b e a t s  o r  A f r o p o p ) . 
R e s t a u r a n t s ,  s h o p p i n g 
complexes, barbershops, coffee 
shops, radio stations, taxis, DJs, 
etc, play Nigerian music back-to-
back. It is my belief  that this 
musical success can also be 
replicated in the culinary sector 
if  more Nigerians abroad show 
more interest  in the food 
business.

Cooking is not one of  my 
passions, but given the passion I 
have for spreading the “the 
Niger ian  gospe l ,”  I  have 
dreamed about setting up a 
Nigerian restaurant in the 
Western world. And my idea of  
it is that it won't be a restaurant 
that will sell burgers and pizzas, 
but one that will sell purely 
traditional Nigerian delicacies 
like jollof  rice, white rice with 
ofe akwu, fried rice, pounded 
yam/akpu/amala/eba with 
soups like edikaikong, egusi, 
okro, onugbu, etc, yam porridge, 
yam and beans porridge, boli 
(roasted plantain), moi-moi, 
nkwobi, ngwo-ngwo/isi-ewu, 
suya, spiced meat, pepper soup 
(beef, chicken, goat meat, fish) 
with agidi, etc.

Some of  the ingredients 
may not be readily available in 
Western countries, but there are 
local alternatives or they can be 
shipped from Nigeria. Many of  
the Nigerian families I have 
interacted with in the UK, 
Canada and the US regularly 
buy foodstuff  in large quantities 
from Nigeria and ship to their 
base.

N o  d o u b t ,  t h e r e  a r e 
Nigerian restaurants in Western 
countries, but they are too few 
compared with the population 
of  Nigerians. Countries like 
China and India have more 
presence when it comes to 
restaurants. However, if  some 

people argue that these countries 
should not be compared with 
Nige r ia  because  o f  the i r 
p o p u l a t i o n ,  w h a t  a b o u t 
countr ies  l ike Jamaica (3 
million), Malaysia (33 million), 
Vietnam (103 million), which 
have culinary presence in 
different countries?

Because of  the paucity of  
Nigerian restaurants abroad, 
Nigerian meals are usually 
expensive. Even in cities where 
there are Nigerian restaurants, 
one has to commute long 
distances to dine there, unlike 
Indian or Chinese or Italian 
restaurants that are readily 
available.

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  h i g h 
population of  Nigerians abroad, 
getting Nigerian restaurants to 
spring up in different cities of  the 
world should not be too difficult 
for Nigerians. The fact that most 
Nigerians who relocate to other 
c o u n t r i e s  i n i t i a l l y  f e e l 
disorientated because of  the 
non-availability of  meals they 
can identify with makes setting 
u p  N i g e r i a n  r e s t a u r a n t s 
attractive.

Ordinarily, it should be a 
project the Nigerian government 
should institute and fund, but 
everything that has projected the 
Nigerian name positively was 
achieved by individuals. The 
most reliable way to execute this 
is for more Nigerians to take up 
the challenge.

Non-Nigerians who have 
eaten Nigerian meals usually 
commend them. They always 
ask for more. The only time they 
complain is when the meal is 
peppery. That is a pointer that 
n o n - N i g e r i a n s  w i l l  a l s o 
patronise Nigerian restaurants if  
they become available and 
popular.

Talking about pepper, I have 
never tasted any of  the meals 
called “soups” by the English 
that can compete with Nigerian 
pepper soup. It is in a class of  its 
own. Interestingly, it can be 
prepared with different types of  
protein: beef, chicken, chevon 
(goat) and fish. And unlike some 
of  the other meals that may 
contain items one may not easily 
explain to non-Nigerians, the 
Nigerian pepper soup simply 
contains spices and the stated 
meat or fish. People around the 
world know beef, chicken, 
chevon or fish. Unlike other 
soups from other countries, the 
Nigerian pepper soup can serve 
as a meal, especially to those 
who don't want to eat anything 
heavy. And it goes amazingly 
well with drinks.

However, when it comes to 
what Nigerians call soups, even 
though egusi may be the most 
popular, there is no Nigerian 
soup that is richer, healthier and 
m o r e  a p p e a l i n g  t h a n 
edikaikong. It is made from 
virtually only vegetables. It's not 

difficult to explain vegetables to 
anybody from any part of  the 
world. And even if  such a person 
is not keen on using it to eat any 
of  the Nigerian meals that are 
pounded and swallowed, it can 
be used to eat boiled rice or yam. 
It can be added to jollof  rice or 
eaten with fried plantain or 
French fries. Nigerian stew also 
combines with many meals and 
renders a better service to the 
palate than ketchup.

The only thing Nigerians 
need to look at when targeting 
non-Nigerians is to tailor their 
dishes to meet some foreign 
preferences.  For example, 
Westerners don't like hard meat 
like Nigerians do. Their meat 
also usually has no bone or even 
tendon like Nigerians prefer. 
They also don't like their meals 
to have a surfeit of  pepper.

Importantly, in setting up 
Nigerian restaurants abroad, 
one thing those doing that must 
avoid is calling it “African 
restaurant.” The usual Nigerian 
thinking is that giving it such a 
broad name would attract more 
customers, especially from 
Africa. But “African cuisine” 
does not exist as far as the 
A f r i c a n  i s  c o n c e r n e d . 
Narrowing it down to Nigeria 
will give it more punch, more 
direction and more appeal. 
When people want to eat out in 
an Italian or French restaurant, 
they don't go looking for a 

European restaurant. Similarly, 
when people want to visit a 
Chinese restaurant, they don't 
go to an Asian restaurant.

Another mistake will be to 
give such a restaurant an English 
name (like Licking Fingers) with 
no reference to Nigeria. That 
will deny the restaurant the 
immediate patronage of  its 
primary target. Even if  one gives 
such a restaurant an English 
name like Licking Fingers, 
efforts should be made to add 
something l ike  “Niger ian 
restaurant/kitchen/dishes” 
underneath the name for easy 
identification.

Adding “Nigerian” to the 
name of  the restaurant will not 
stop a Ghanaian or Kenyan 
from coming to dine there. 
When I was in Toronto two 
months ago and needed to eat 
something  d i f fe rent  f rom 
burgers and pizzas, I was 
d i r e c t e d  t o  a  J a m a i c a n 
restaurant where I saw meals 
close to what we have in Nigeria, 
like rice and plantain.

One of  the things that re-
enforce the fact that Africa is not 
counted among the continents 
of  the world is the usual absence 
of  an African section at the 
dining hall of  global events. You 
see sections for Continental or 
Western, Asian or Oriental, 
Caribbean, International (where 
dishes from the West and Asia 
are still displayed), etc. It is rare 
to see any section tagged 
African.

The reason for this is that 
Africa does not have a strong 
financial presence in the world. 
But another reason is that 
African countries don't have 
strong restaurant brands outside 
the continent. Nigerians should 
take  up  the  cha l lenge  o f  
b r e a k i n g  t h i s  j i n x  b y 
sys temica l ly  e s tab l i sh ing 
restaurants across the globe.

Countries spread their 
culture globally through music, 
f i lms, l i terature, clothing, 
technology, language, cuisine, 
etc. Nigeria is blessed with 
superb dishes that need to be 
popularised globally.  When 
more chefs across the globe 
know about Nigerian dishes, 
Niger ian meals  wi l l  s tar t 
featuring at global events. Just as 
the world can no longer ignore 
Nigerian music, in the near 
future, Nigerian cuisine will be 
respected and demanded across 
the globe.
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Nigerian dishes are best
globally but not promoted 



 

ere's your first look Hat the actor's child 
from a year ago.

William Uchemba finally 
shares  p ic tures  of  h is 
daughter, reveals why he 
didn't show it for a year 

The comedian and actor 
Williams Uchemba has 
written a beautiful note to 
celebrate his daughter's first 
birthday and also revealed 
God's instructions to him 
years before birthing her. 

Sharing a video reel 
documenting the journey 
with his wife, from finding 
out they were having a baby 
to the antenatal activities 
and the delivery. 

The video also contained 
beautiful images detailing 

hat is striking 

Wa b o u t  t h e 
message is not 

the appreciation but the 
f e e l i n g  o f  a f f e c t i o n 
stemming from it; we love 
it for them.

Musician and politician 
Bankole Wellington, better 
known as Banky W, has 
penned a heartwarming 
message thanking his wife 
Adesua Etomi-Wellington 
for sticking with him on his 
political journey. 

The singer shared a 
video of  himself  and his 
wife from their campaign 
wi th  some women in 
Etiosa, Lagos, causing 
Banky to recount how his 
wife used to hate politics 
but chose to support him 
nonetheless. 

Read the heartfelt post: 
"Susu always hated 

politics... So when I began 
talking about the burden I 
had to run for office, I'm 
sure you can imagine how 
she felt. She said "Banky I 
know you, and I know your 
heart... and if  you're given 
an opportunity, I'm sure 
you would do a great job 
and make a difference... 
BUT politics in Nigeria is 
dirty and dangerous. And I 
don't want anything to soil 
you or harm you." 

My response was that 
our politics will always 
r e m a i n  d i r t y  a n d 
dangerous if  the good 
people always avoid it. If  
the people who truly care 
about the state of  our 
country don't begin to 
participate in politics then 
we will never turn things 

not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future“ 
Certain instructions were 
given on how to raise her 
and one of  it was I should 
not reveal her face until she 
turns 1 (reasons I still don't 
know until now) and, in 
much as I really wanted to 
share her picture, I had to 
obey. Today 8th of  February 
my first fruit turns one and I 
am happy to share all the 

eteran Nollywood 

Vstars Chidi Mokeme 
and Hank Anuku 

have warmed the hearts of  
many people following their 
beautiful reunion. 

Their junior colleague, 
Zubby Michael, shared a 
lovely video of  the duo 
j u m p i n g  f o r  j o y  a n d 
beaming with excitement as 
they hugged each other 
tightly. 

This follows a string of  
controversies surrounding 
Anuku and a rumoured 
mental breakdown. 

This reunion is to the 

h e  m o t h e r  o f  TNollywood actress 
and producer Funke 

Akindele has passed away.  
T h e  p a s s i n g  w a s 

announced by Funke's 
sister, Olubunmi Akindele, 
in a statement on Tuesday. 

The statement read, “It 
is with heavy hearts, but in 
total submission to God 
A l m i g h t y ,  t h a t  t h e 
A D E B A N J O  a n d 
A K I N D E L E  f a m i l i e s 
announce the passing of  
their daughter, mother, 
grandmother and sister, 
DR. R B ADEBANJO-
Akindele, which occurred 

s the 2023 elections 

Adraw near, tension 
g r o w s  a s  t w o 

Nigerian musicians, Seun 
Kuti and Peter Okoye trade 
words on social media.

More Nigerian celebrity 
drama as musicians Seun 
Kuti and Peter Okoye, a.k.a. 
Mr. P, slammed each other 
on social media. 

The issue started when 
Kuti said he believes that no 
politician can save Nigeria 
e xc e p t  f o r  N i g e r i a n s 
themselves. 

Fela's son insisted that 
even if  Sowore wins the 
election, he cannot make 
any effective change in a 
country with PDP and 
APC-controlled states. 

He went on to say that 
Peter Obi is an opportunist 
who switched to the Labour 
Party after losing the PDP 

wonderful moments we've 
shared with her in this past 
year." 

Uchemba and his wife 
we l c o m e d  t h e i r  c h i l d 
together on February 8, 
2022, and this is the first 
time we are seeing their 
baby. 

He shared that he doesn't 
know the reason he was 
instructed to conceal the 
identity, even now. 

delight of  the fans, who 
have expressed concerns 
over the actor's health. 

Reunion season? 
Recently, Kate Henshaw 

and Chidi Mokeme also 
stirred reactions with their 
heartwarming reunion kiss. 

The close friends and 
career colleagues left many 
p u z z l e d  a b o u t  t h e i r 
friendship after they shared 
a kiss on a movie set. 

Mokeme wrote on his 
Instagram page, sharing the 
video, that he and Henshaw 
have been friends for over 30 
years, even before entering 
Nollywood. 

on Tuesday 07 February 
2023. May her gentle soul 
begin its rest eternal in 
peace. Amen. Obsequies in 
honour of  her passing shall 
b e  a n n o u n c e d  i n  d u e 
course.” 

W e  o f f e r  o u r 
condolences to the bereaved 
family. 

primaries. 
The comment struck a 

nerve with Okoye, who has 
been an avid supporter of  
the Obi movement. 

Reacting to this Peter 
Okoye wrote: “Dude just 
erased his father's history. You 
said only the people of  Nigeria 
can save Nigeria. Is PO and the 
rest candidates not Nigerian 
p e o p l e ?  S h a m e !  S h a m e ! 
Shame!!!” 

Reacting further, Okoye 
has taken another swipe at 
the afrobeats singer, saying 
he is nothing without his 
Kuti name. 

He also insulted Kuti's 
music career, calling him a 
Grammy nominee who is 
still living in the trenches. 

Recall that Kuti has been 
n o m i n a t e d  f o r  t h e 
prestigious award severally 
and never won. 

Seun is yet to respond.

the growth of  the baby. 
While captioning the 

video,  the actor  made 
certain revelations about 
some of  the instructions he 
got many years ago about 
his first child. 

He wrote that he was 
instructed not to share the 
baby's face until she turns 
one. 

He wrote, "At age 17 
years it was laid in my spirit 
that my first child will be a 
girl and I would name her 
Chikammara which means 
(God knows more than me). 
I didn't understand why 
until I was led to read 
Jeremiah 29:11 which says “ 
for I know the plans I have 
for you,” declares the lord, 
“plans to prosper you and 

around. We have to move 
past pointing fingers and 
complaining...to doing 
something about it. 

So Susu and I did a lot of  
t a l k i n g  a n d  p r a y i n g 
together, and thank God 
she finally agreed. So I 
began this journey...one 
that I would never have 
been able to withstand, if  
she didn't stand with me. 

The life of  a genuine 
public servant is tough. 
And it's tough on your 
spouse too. There's so 
much required of  you... 
your t ime, talent and 
treasure... your sacrifice, 
tough skin and strength... 
your faith and finances. 
This much is certainly true 
- truly running for office, 
with the right intentions, is 
physically, emotionally, 
financially and spiritually 
the most draining thing 
you could ever do. 

There's no way I'd have 
been able to do this without 
Susu. So today please take 
a moment to help me say 
thank you to Mrs W. My 
f r iend and lover.  My 
p e r s o n a l  p e r s o n  a n d 
purpose partner. 

T h a n k  yo u  S h u g a . 
Thank you for everything. I 
love you, and I'm grateful 
to God for you." 

Banky W said he joined 
politics to change a system 
that was not working. 

He is the candidate for 
the People's Democratic 
P a r t y ' s  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives for the Eti-
Osa Federal Constituency. 

Page 6
                 Friday 10 -  Saturday 11 February, 2023

William Uchemba finally shares pictures of his daughter

Banky W publicly
appreciates Adesua
for staying with him
on political journey 

Peter Okoye blasts Seun
Kuti for comments about
Peter Obi 

Veteran actors Chidi
Mokeme and Hanks
Anuku reunite

Nollywood actress, Funke
Akindele's mum passes away 



 

ere are 10 of  the Hmost fashionable 
women who have 

been on the Big Brother 
Naija house show, note that 
it is in ascending order. 

We went through the list 
of  all the babes who have 
graced the show and those 
who are killing it with their 
style made our top 10 list. 

1. Cee C 

nother momentous 

AG r a m my s  Awa r d s 
happened last night.

Amid the Grammy awards 
being snatched up, we saw some 
rea l ly  incred ib le  fash ion 
moments. We expected more 
from A-listers like Beyonce and 
Adele whose outfits just didn't 
do it for us, some others brought 
the heat. 

Here are the best dressed 
celebrities at the Grammys. 

Cardi B 
Cardi B should be called 

the Queen of  the red carpet at 
this point because she always 

one of  my favourite things 
about her. She makes bold 
fashion choices and looks 
good all the time. 

3. Mercy 
Mercy ties in closely with 

Tacha. She is the queen of  
lifestyle because of  her love 
for luxury brands, she also 
makes  good  exce l l en t 
fashion choices even though 
some of  her pictures are too 
explicit. 

felt the midnight blue was a 
particularly elegant look plus 
her hair and makeup were top-
notch. 

Coco Jones 
Coco looked like a star in a 

golden gown from Zuhair 
Murad. 

Lizzo Beating 
Lizzo looked like a flower 

b l o o m i n g  i n  s p r i n g  b u t 
especially loved when she 
pulled off  the jacket to reveal the 
corset gown. 

Bebe Rexha 
Bebe looked like Barbie in 

this pink Moschino gown and 
blonde hair. 

4. Esther Biade 
Esther Biade is one of  

those  unrated  fashion 
queens. I believe she is what 
most people will call a 
baddie. 

5. Nengi 
Of  course, this list will be 

incomplete without our 
favourite biracial queen, 
Nengi, who is gorgeous in 
every picture. 

6. Wathoni 

Wathoni needs to take us 
to fashion school. Her style 
is so fabulous, she has never 
had a bad fashion day. Plus, 
her shoe collection is to-die-
for. 

7. Diane 
Very beautiful girl next 

door aura,  Diane is  a 
gorgeous queen whose style 
we can't fault. She slays all 
the time. 

8. Kim Oprah 

Kim gets massive points 
for being so beautiful and 
her fashion and style are 
right up there. 

9. Saskay 
Saskay has a fashion 

model  body and face, 
everything looks good on 
her. 

10. Liquorose 
Liquorose switches from 

tomboy  to  g i r l i e  g i r l , 
interesting to watch. 

Cynthia of  the double 
wahala season taught these 
new babes what it means to 
be a slay queen and still slays 
so effortlessly well. Cee-C's 
choices, in terms of  her hair, 
makeup and clothes always 
make sense. 

2. Tacha 
T a c h a  i s  v e r y 

experimental  with her 
fashion and style and that is 

delivers. She wore a gorgeous 
blue gown with an interesting 
shape from Indian designer, 
Gaurav Gupta. 

Doja Cat 
Doja looked amazing in 

this leather Versace gown; it 
really brought out her amazing 
figure, though the crew cut was 
interesting. 

Viola Davis 
One of  the best looks of  

the night, Viola looked stunning 
in a colour-block dress with 
frills. It was simple and elegant. 

Taylor Swift 
While some people may 

accuse her of  being boring, we 
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reat s*x is all 

Ga b o u t 
experimentation

, communication and fun, and 
if  something isn't quite hitting 
the spot, the best way to boost 
your s*x life and quadruple 
your chances of  achieving 
mind-blowing orgasms is trial 
and error.

The problem with female 
orgasm is that there are 
different routes to reach the 
'Promised Land and what 
works for one woman, might 
not work for another. 

W h i l e  s o m e  wo m e n 
might only get an orgasm 
through vaginal intercourse, 
others can only get it through 
clitoral stimulation. Here are 
the best sex positions which 
will make your woman moan 
with pleasure. 

Standing sex 
Barring a situation of  an 

ormones released Hduring sex can boost 
s p i r i t u a l i t y  a n d 

belief  in God, scientists 
claim.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
r e s e a r c h  f r o m  D u k e 
University in North Carolina 
(USA), oxytocin stimulates 
e l e v a t e d  f e e l i n g s  o f  
religiousness among its other 
functions. 

The team, led by Patty 
Van Capal len,  a  soc ia l 
psychologist, boosted levels 
of  oxytocin in middle-aged 
men for the study. 

They found that the 
participants self-reported 
increased spirituality on two 
separate measures, and the 
effect lasted a week after the 
study. They also reported 
increased positive emotions 
while meditating. 

The group that received 
placebo (unreal) did not 
report similar experience of  
spirituality. 

“ S p i r i t u a l i t y  a n d 
meditation have each been 

e  k n o w  t h e 

Wpopular saying is 
that good girls 

like bad boys, but do you 
know the inverse is equally 
true? Bad boys like good girls.

Picture this…a bad boy 
also known as a fuck boy - 
one whose sole intention is 
sex and who sleeps around 
with many women. The 
person he is seeking out is a 
good girl, basically, someone 
who doesn't sleep around 
and who is looking for a 
committed relationship. 

Opposite attracts 
It all begins with the 

opposite attraction: why can't 
a bad boy be with a bad girl or 
a baddie? Sometimes, being 
with a bad girl will be like 
holding a mirror to himself, 

l l  the pleasurable 

Ar e a s o n s  w hy  yo u 
should be exci ted 

about getting down on wet, 
cold days and nights.

What ' s  spec ia l  about 
making out, cuddling and 
having sex during the rains? 

Once the clouds darken 
and the rains begin to pour, 
tweets and posts on social 
media begin to lean towards 
the need for a warm body to lie 
next to and do sexy stuff  with. 

A n d  i f  y o u  n e v e r 
considered this, or if  you think 
sex during rain is overrated, 
here are five things that will 
convince you otherwise: 

1 .  G r e a t  c u d d l e s  f o r 
warmth 

extreme height difference 
between you and your partner, 
this position can be a lot of  
fun. Also, moving out of  the 
bed area can help spark 
excitement as well. Plus, if  you 
push your hips a little ahead in 
a  c las s i c  way,  you  may 
increase  the  chances  of  
stimulating your G-spot. 
A g a i n ,  g e t  yo u r  h a n d s 
involved and tease your clitoris 
to take things up a notch. 

How to: The classic way 
would be to lean against a 
wall, have your partner stand 
in front of  you, prop one of  
y o u r  l e g s  u p  t o  m a k e 
penetration easier. There will 
definitely be friction with the 
wall behind you, so keep your 
shirt on or prop yourself  up 
against a table or countertop 
i n s t e a d .  A n  e x c e l l e n t 
variation, mix doggy style and 
standing sex. You can stand in 

linked to health and well-
being in previous research. 
We  we r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n 
understanding biological 
factors that may enhance 
those spiritual experiences,” 
Van Capallen told Duke 
Today. 

“Oxytocin appears to be 
part of  the way our bodies 
support spiritual beliefs.” 

The research results were 
published in the Social 
Cognitive and Affective 
Neuroscience journal. 

Previous research has 
indicated that oxytocin plays 
a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n 
promoting trust, empathy, 
social bonding and altruism. 

This was reflected in the 
group that received oxytocin, 
r egard le s s  o f  r e l i g ious 
affil iations or not, who 
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  l i f e  h a s 
meaning and purpose and 
that spirituality is important 
in their lives. 

Positive statements such 
as  “all life is interconnected”
and “there is a higher plane of  

and he might not want to face 
the kind of  person that will be 
reflected. 

What kind of  person is a 
bad boy? He is someone who 
uses his charms, charisma, 
sometimes money and good 
looks to pull women to 
himsel f .  He enjoys  the 
attention and attraction, but 
once it's time to commit to a 
deeper relationship, he is 
usually nowhere to be found. 

Players recognize players 
and meeting a woman who 
just wants to use him for her 
own selfish reasons might not 
be appealing to him. It might 
throw him off  his game and 
make him detest that which 
he might become if  he falls 
for her. 

Good girls are mysterious 

Obviously, naked bodies 
grinding and gliding against 
one another is just the perfect 
way to combat the cold. When 
the sex is that hot, who needs a 
heater, sweater or duvet to keep 
warm? 

2. Could spark up the 
relationship 

Sometimes partners get so 
lost in activities and work and 
other things that push sex to 
the least thing they desire for 
weeks on end. 

But then comes the rain 
w i t h  w i n dy  n i g h t s,  we t 
weekends and long hours of  
nothing to do but being cooped 
up in the house for hours on 
end. Perfect mood, perfect 
setting, perfect backdrop and 
surely, the rain pattering on the 
roof  provides good music for 
you to get it on. 

Because the rainy season 
goes on and on for at least two 
months, you get enough time 
to rediscover the pleasure of  
doing it with your partner. 

3. Romantic AF 
A p p a r e n t l y  t h e r e  i s 

something really romantic 
about getting it on amidst all 
the thunder, lightning and rain. 

Better to light those scented 
candles when it's raining and 
cold than when it hot, right? 

Sex when it's raining is 
s u r e l y  n o t  j u s t  a b o u t 
combating cold, it can also be 

front of  a table, place your 
hands on it and bend a little 
forward. Have your partner 
hold onto your hips and enter 
from behind. 

Doggy style
Doggy style always gets 

mixed reviews when it comes 
to women but then again, it 
has a lot to do with the angles. 
Height might be a superficial 
feature but it can make or 
break certain sex positions. So 
while we are recommending 
doggy style for the deep 
p e n e t r a t i o n  i t  a l l o w s , 
remember to adjust with 
pillows if  there is any need. 
The success of  this position 
would also depend on how 
you and your partner fit. Some 
women can find this position 
extremely uncomfortable and 
make them want to rush to the 
loo - believe us when we say, 
you're not the only one. It's 

consciousness or spirituality 
that binds all people” were 
common in this group. 

However, Van Cappellen 
cautioned that the findings 
s h o u l d  n o t  b e  o v e r -
generalised. 

“Spirituality is complex 
and affected by many factors. 
However, oxytocin does seem 
to affect how we perceive the 
world and what we believe.” 

Then another reason is 
that innocence is attractive, 
no matter how we try to make 
it seem like the world is an 
exposed and liberal place, 
there is a quiet sexiness in 
things that are not readily 
a v a i l a b l e ,  n o v e l  a n d 
mysterious. The novelty of  a 
good girl might spur a chase. 

Bad boy loves a chase 
A man can pursue a 

woman for years just to have 
sex with her. The idea of  
sleeping with a woman can 
be so consuming, he becomes 
relentless in the pursuit. Love 
and lust are really similar to 
each other, but lust burns 
more and dies quicker and 
can foster a hotter chase 
because he has nothing to 
lose and much more to gain 

by chasing a good girl. 
He doesn't care 
Bad girls like good girls 

because they are bad people, 
they don't care about the 
damage their actions might 
cause, and they are ready to 
ghost her in an instant and 
move on with their lives after 
sex. 

Such behaviour shows 
t h a t  h e  i s  l a c k i n g  i n 
emotional maturity, and he is 
emotionally stunted, it is on 
the good girl to recognize his 
antics and ghost him or 
insulate her heart and just 
h a v e  f u n  w i t h o u t 
expectations. 

very romantic. 
4. Something different 
You know, all year long 

sweaty sex is what you've been 
getting, and while that is 
literally hot in its own right, 
getting your freak on in the 
cold, wet weather is a different 
ball game entirely. 

I t  r e a l l y  d o e s  b a n g 
different, especially if  you are 
doing it with a man or woman 
who really knows what they 
are doing. 

5. Just perfect 
All the sex during rainy 

season seem to have a special 
effect. Eighty-three percent of  
r e sponden t s  in  Tro jan ' s 
Degrees of  Pleasure study, 
carried out in 2010, rate rainy 
days and nights as the best time 
to have sex. 

Just ask around, and people 
will legit tell you that it's 
something about the weather 
being perfect for sharing body 
warmth, cuddling up against 
each other, feeling up each 
other  and shar ing  those 
passionate kisses as rain pelts 
outside and blurs your window 
so you see nothing outside the 
room at that moment… it's just 
you and the love of  your life in 
the whole world. 

Now what isn't perfect 
about that? 

okay to skip over to another 
option if  it makes you feel that 
way. 

How to: Get on all fours, 
facing away from your partner. 
Have your partner get on his 
knees and enter from behind. 
If  you have a big, sturdy sofa, 
try this over there. You will 
have the added benefit of  
leaning on the back of  the sofa 
so your arms won't get too 
tired. 

Thigh tide
This position is all about 

clitoral stimulation, which is 
the easiest way to reach an 
orgasm for most women. It's 
all about the grind, and the 
woman is the one who has to 
control it - so don't feel at all 
embarrassed about humping 
your partner's thigh like an 
animal. That's the whole point 
o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n .  T h e 
combination of  penetration 
and clitoral stimulation might 

help close the gap between you 
and that orgasm. 

How to:  Have  your 
partner lie down while you get 
on top. The key is to get your 
legs in a "scissoring" position, 
with one of  his legs between 
yours (ask him to bend one leg 
so you can slide your knee 
under it). This way, during 
penetration, your clitoris 
would rub against his thigh. 
You can also do this lying 
down if  you don't want to 
control the speed and depth. 

Woman on top
T h e  w o m a n - o n - t o p 

position has always been a 
favourite among women for 
the kind of  control it gives 
them. Then again, depending 
on what you like in bed, you 
might not even want the 
control. Here's what you can 
do to make things interesting, 

though - play with yourself. As 
m e n t i o n e d ,  c l i t o r a l 
stimulation is your best bet 
here. So touch yourself, or 
since your partner's hands are 
f r e e,  a s k  h i m  t o  d o  i t . 
Remember, an orgasm has 
many health benefits and it is 
totally worth the time and 
energy you invest in it. 

How to: Pretty basic. 
Have your partner lie down, 
and get on top. You can hold 
onto  the  headboard  for 
balance or just put your hands 
on your partner's chest. You 
can keep the lower part of  your 
legs flat on the bed during 
intercourse. A variation worth 
trying is to only rest your feet 
on the bed while your pelvis 
moves. You can also use a few 
pillows to prop your partner 
up a bit if  it helps your angle of  
penetration. 

Best s*x tips and positions that make it easy for women to orgasm 

Why do bad boys like good girls? 

Sexually active people might be
'closer to God' - Scientists 

Why s*x during the rains remains undefeated 
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President Muhammadu Buhari with the Governor of the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), Godwin 
Eme�ele at Aso Rock Villa recently.

Nigeria Air to fly soon – FG

T
he Federal Govern-
ment on Wednesday 
said that the Nigeria 

Air will soon start flying as 
it had got the aircrafts ready 
and painted in the colors.

The Minister of  Aviation, 
Senator Hadi Sirika disclosed 
this while briefing State 
House correspondents at the 
end of  the weekly Federal Ex-
ecutive Council, FEC, meet-
ing presided over by President 
Muhammadu Buhari at the 
Council Chamber, Presiden-
tial Villa, Abuja.

He also said that Coun-
cil approved the sum of  
N721,266,733.64 for the 
maintenance and technical 
support at Malam Aminu 
Kano International Airport, 
Kano. According to him, 
“Today in Council, Avia-
tion had one memo and this 
memorandum is a contract 
that was awarded to CCECC 
and it is for the airport main-
tenance and technical sup-
port at Malam Aminu Kano 

International Airport, Kano 
and… for a period of  12 
months and the sum of  the 
contract is N721,266,733.64 
and the memorandum was 
approved.”

Asked about the likelihood 
of  when the national carrier, 
Nigeria Air, should be expect-
ed to commence flight opera-
tions, the Minister explained 
that the federal government 
was already done with the 
initial processes and that it is 
just a matter of  sealing the last 
move in obtaining the Air Op-
erator Certificates (AOC) and 
the carrier will start flying.

He said, “Nigeria Air will 
soon start flying, we’ve got 
the aircrafts ready, they’re 
painted in the colors.

We’ve crossed all the Ts 
and dot the Is. We’re at stage 
five of  the AoC issuance by 
NCAA. Once that is done, 
the airline will begin to fly.

“So there are five stages, 
we’ve done stages 1,2,3,4 
and we are now at stage five, 

once the AOC is given, the 
aircraft is ready to start to fly. 
Well, because the issuance of  
the AOC is in the hands of  
NCAA, but I know it will be 
very soon, with an emphasis 
on soon. So as soon as we get 
the AOC, then we fly”, he 
said.

Asked if  the kick off  of  
flights operations had been 
as a result of  the litigation by 
some Nigerian airliners, Siri-
ka said “there’s no injunction 
against Nigeria Air’s opera-
tion, to my knowledge.

“The grievances by some 
airlines, for example Unit-
ed, Azman, Max Air, Air 
Peace, if  you are referring to 
that case that they instituted. 
Okay if  you are referring to 
that case, I have no comment 
about it.

“I thought you were talking 
about something different, 
but if  it’s that case, you have 
asked me before on this plat-
form and I told you that it’s 
subjudice, it’s in court, so I 

ICPC discovers N258m hidden in bank’s 
vault, arrests managers 
I

t was gathered that as 
part of  ongoing efforts 
at ensuring that com-

mercial banks comply with 
the Central Bank of  Nige-
ria’s directive on the dis-
tribution of the redesigned 
naira notes, operatives of 
the Independent Corrupt 
Practices and Other Relat-
ed Offences Commission 
last week Friday, discovered 
the sum of  N258 million 
stashed in the vault at the 
head office of  Sterling Bank 
in Abuja.

According to The Punch, 
this discovery followed one 
of  the commission’s opera-
tions at ensuring that com-
mercial banks and other 
interest groups do not flout 
the apex bank’s directive.

The spokesperson for the 
anti-graft agency, Mrs Azu-

ka Ogugua, revealed this in 
a statement obtained by our 
correspondent on Tuesday 
night.

Ogugua noted that when 
the ICPC monitoring team 
visited the bank and discov-
ered the stashed new naira 
notes in the bank’s vault, it 
was informed that the cash 
was the remnant of  what the 
CBN had given the bank for 
onward distribution to its 
branches.

“The team however found 
out that only the sum of  N5 
million each was distribut-
ed to their various branches.

“Both the Regional and 
Service managers were ar-
rested and later granted 
administrative bail while 
investigation continues,” 
she said.

In a similar vein, the com-

mission has effected the 
arrest of  the Head of  Op-
erations, Keystone Bank, 
Mararaba in Nasarawa 
State for frustrating its cus-
tomers at getting the new 
naira notes.

The ICPC team, while 
on its routine operation, 
found out that the Automat-
ed Teller Machines at the 
branch were not dispens-
ing to its customers, while 
other bank customers were 
accessing only N1000 notes.

Ogugua added that it was 
only after the arrest was 
made and clarification re-
ceived from the CBN that 
the position of  the officers 
of  the bank was not correct 
that the ATMs started dis-
pensing N5,000 to non-cus-
tomers and N10,000 to its 
customers.

The team also arrested 
one Abdulkareem Shaibu, a 
security guard with Zenith 
Bank, 3rd Avenue Gwarim-
pa, as well as Ali Adam and 
Shafiu Umar.

While Shaibu, the secu-
rity guard was arrested for 
being in possession of  five 
ATM cards which he was 
using to collect money for 
different unknown persons 
who were not within the 
bank premises at that time, 
Adam and Umar were ar-
rested in front of  Zenith 
Bank, 1st Avenue Gwarim-

pa, for selling the new Naira 
notes.

In another development, 
two officials of  the FCMB 
Ogo-Oluwa, Osogbo have 
been taken into custody 
for assault of  officers of  the 
ICPC and CBN Cash Swap 
Monitoring Team.

It was reported last week 
that the said branch was 
caught twice for loading 
wrapped bank notes inside 
its ATMs.

Ogugua added, “The 
team, on a follow-up vis-
it to ascertain the bank’s 

compliance level, was as-
saulted right inside the 
Branch Manager’s office by 
the bank officials who ve-
hemently refused to allow 
ICPC carry out its lawful 
duty, and then held hostage 
for about two hours.

“By the time the rein-
forcement of  police and 
NSCDC officers arrived the 
scene of  the incident, the 
masterminds of the assaults 
had gone into hiding, lead-
ing to the arrest of  two bank 
officers who were also com-
plicit.”

can’t talk about it”, he said.
Meanwhile the FEC 

approved the sum of  
N117,721,266,733 for con-
tracts in the Petroleum Re-
sources and Aviation minis-
tries.

The Minister of  State for 
Petroleum Resources, Chief  
Timipre Sylva, said Council 
approved the sum of  N117 
billion for the construction of  
the Oloibiri Oil Museum and 
Research Centre in Bayelsa 
State. He said the project, 
which has been on the draw-
ing board since the early 
1980s, from the era of  Presi-
dent Shehu Shagari, would be 
one of  the Muhammadu Bu-
hari administration’s legacies.

“Council has approved a 
contract for the construction 
of  the Oloibiri Oil Muse-
um and Research Center to 
Messrs Julius Berger PLC, at 
the sum of  N117 billion, with 
a completion timeframe of  30 
months. This project has been 
on the drawing board for so 
long.

“The first time foundation 
stone was laid for this project 
was in the early 80s by Presi-
dent Shehu Shagari.”

I ‘ll resign if my govt owes up to 4 months 
salaries, pension - Abia APC guber candidate

A
PC governorship 
candidate, High 
Chief  Ikechi Emeni-

ke says it is criminal and a 
sin before God for any lead-
er not to pay salaries and 
pension as at when due.
  Speaking at the flag off  
of  his governorship cam-
paign tour in Ikwuano, Ike-
chi Emenike, said that he 
will resign as governor if  
his government should owe 
workers and pensioners four 
months,” we will push for 
executive bill that we will 
compel the governor to re-

sign if  salaries and pensions 
are owed for four months.
   I know that some people 
will not like me because it 
will not be business as usual 
when we become the gover-
nor, so they will attempt to 
sabotage us and make me 
resign by deliberately frus-
trating our efforts. 
  Sorry I have their antidotes, 
if  after two months the 
workers and pensioners have 
not been paid, I’ll sack the 
Accountant General, if  after 
another two weeks my direc-
tives have not been obeyed 

PDP urges Abians to welcome 
party’s Presidential hopeful

T
he Director General 
of  The Atiku/Oko-
wa Presidential Cam-

paign Council, Abia State, 
Chief  Charles Ogbonnaya 
has charged members of  the 
PDP in Abia State to come 
out in their numbers to wel-
come the PDP Presidential 
Candidate, Atiku Abubakar 
and his Recovery Nigerian 
Team to the PDP Presiden-
tial Campaign Rally on Sat-
urday, February 11th, 2023 
at The UmuahiaTownship 
Stadium .
  Chief  Charles Ogbonnaya 
charged PDP faithfuls and 
leaders during the meeting 
with all the LGA Chairmen, 
Atiku/Okowa LGA Coordi-
nators, Members of  the PCC 
State and National, The state 
youth and women leader, 
Leaders of  Hausa communi-
ty Aba and Umuahia, Repre-
sentatives of  Atiku Approved 
Pro Groups, Representatives 
of  the physically challenged 
and other important PDP 
Stakeholders in the state.
  Chief  Ogbonnaya in the 
meeting told the party mem-

bers that every PDP member 
must be present at the Rally 
on Saturday to show love and 
solidarity to our Presidential 
Candidate and his running 
mate.
   Responding to what the 
DG said, the state PDP 
Chairman, Chief  Asiforo 
Okere appealed to PDP fam-
ily in Abia to come out on 
time, especially our youths 
and women to welcome our 
August visitors.
  Elder Sam Ohuabunwa, 
Chief  Emeh Okoro and 
other party leaders implored 
everybody to campaingn and 
support Atiku for the good of  
Abia and Nde Igbo.
  The Deputy Governor of  
the state who doubles as the 
State PCC Chairman, RT 
Hon Ude Okochukwu urged 
the Abia PDP family to sup-
port and vote for Atiku, as he 
is the only hope to rescue Ni-
geria for now.
  All the PDP members in 
Abia are looking forward 
to the coming of  Atiku to 
Umuahia, on Saturday, 11th 
of  February, 2023.

I’ll sack the Commissioner 
for Finance and personally 
handle the payment.
 Ikechi Emenike, maintained 
that the party is united in 
their bid to Rescue and De-
velop Abia, but stressed that 
any candidate who is found 
to be undermining the party 
will be sanctioned.
   He, therefore, charged 
them to troop out in their 
numbers to come vote for 
APC during the two elec-
tions. Emenike assured them 
that their votes will count as 
no one will again manipu-
late the election.
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igerians are facing the Nreality of  scarcity of  cash 
l i terari ly.  Banks are 

overwhelmed by angry customers 
demanding money, the ATMs are 
flooded with furious Nigerians 
struggling to withdraw cash, and 
some spend the whole day hoping 
to get a few naira notes to pay 
bills. POS operators complain of  
a lack of  money; a few have been 
charging between 15% and 20% 
o f  the  sought  funds  f rom 
cus tomers  who  need  cash 
desperately. Most Nigerians are 
stranded because the bank apps 
for transactions have stopped 
functioning properly and need to 
be fixed, and most cannot make 
or receive transferred money. 
Naira notes are in high demand, 
and  the  newly  redes igned 
denominations are so rare to 
come by, except by a privileged 
f e w.  T h e r e  i s  c o n f u s i o n 
everywhere, and people are 
coming to terms with this chaos 
in different ways.

However, the pressure this 
exerts on Nigeria's fragile socio-
p o l i t i c a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c 
conditions is enormous and 
gradually heading towards a 
tipping point. Social media are 
awash with harrowing videos of  
people's reactions in various parts 
of  Nigeria, and they all point to 
the pervading rage, frustration, 
and hardship people are going 
through. All these are happening 
at a time of  heightened political 
activities close to the 2023 general 
elections, with the various 
permutations, intrigues and 
strategies of  political parties and 
their candidates to win the voters. 
Without being the intendment, 
the situation is becoming a recipe 
for upheaval, if  not quickly 
c h e c k e d .  T h e  p o l i t i c a l 
ramif icat ions  of  the  naira 
redesign are evident, but the 
implications, intended and 
unintended consequences, are 
unfolding.

Money and politics are like 
Sesame twins. Money enables 
politics, and politics determine 
how money is allocated. Money 
in politics is both a force for good 
and, at the same time, can be an 
opposing force. Whenever cash is 
under any form of  threat, politics 
r eac t .  Po l i t i c s  i s  r eac t ing 
vehemently, and claims and 
counterclaims have been made 
about the naira redesign's impact 
on society, the economy, and 
politics.

The Buhari administration 
and the CBN are orchestrating a 
demonetization policy that has 
become the centerpiece of  
Nigeria 's  monetar y pol icy. 
Although it may seem that this 
policy is a continuation of  CBN's 
push for a cashless economy, 
driven more by technology than 
the use of  old fiat notes, however 
the real meaning is lost in 
translation, and people need 
clarification.

Is this a naira redesign 

exercise, a cash swap exercise, or 
a policy for proper currency 
m a n a g e m e n t ,  a d d r e s s i n g 
inflation, taming counterfeit 
notes and cash stockpiled for 
illegal political activities? Or is it 
all of  these things put together? 
The problem is that everybody 
understands and interprets the 
actions differently, with unclear 
and dichotomous interpretations 
of  what is happening. The critical 
ques t ion i s :  Did  the  CBN 
effectively communicate this 
policy's aims, goals, process and 
intended impact to the people? 
How did the media frame this 
policy, and how have Nigerians 
interpreted and made sense of  it 
all? Just as the 2023 general 
election is around the corner, is 
this new policy of  the CBN 
politically motivated? These 
questions merit consideration if  
we are to understand what is 
going on and how to tackle the 
many negative implications 
before much damage is done.

In recent times, other nations 
have done currency redesigns, 
and we can learn from their 
experiences. The UK and India 
have redesigned their currencies 
lately. But I will use the example 
of  India for obvious reasons, as it 
i s  c l o s e r  t o  N i g e r i a  a s  a 
developing nation than the UK. 
I n  2 0 1 6 ,  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r 
Narendra Modi declared that 
I n d i a ' s  t w o  h i g h e s t -
denomination currency notes (Rs 
1,000 and Rs 500) would be 
withdrawn immediately from the 
market .  The  p lan,  te r med 
demonetisation by the press, was 
a n n o u n c e d  a s  M o d i ' s 
masterstroke against “black 
m o n e y ” .  A s  e c o n o m i c 
experiments go, it was a big, bold 
move. There was no precedent 
anywhere in the world for a 
sudden financial shock of  that 
scale. However, the exercise 
p r o v e d  n o t  t o  b e  a  k e y 
determinant of  the outcome of  
Indian elections that year. Unlike 
the case of  india, will this exercise 
have more significant political 
implications in Nigeria, some 
unintended, that are capable of  
determining the outcome of  the 
oncoming elections or truncating 
our democracy? Let us examine 
five ways the naira redesign will 
affect our politics this year.

First, it  will  reasonably 
eliminate vote buying and other 
forms of  financial inducement to 
the voters, INEC workers or 
election entreprenuers bent on 
rigging the elections. Some have 
argued that this policy is a master 
stroke by the government against 
vote buying and a big blow to the 
corruption of  the electoral 
process. With the introduction of  
BVAS and INEC's resolve to 
conduct a free and fair election, 
the window for rigging has 
become very narrow. Only vote 
buying is the significant leeway to 
e lec t ion r igg ing  present ly. 
Arguably, some candidates and 
political parties have stockpiled 
cash for this purpose. This sudden 
naira redesign and swap may have 

d i s l o d ge d  t h e  u s e  o f  t h i s 
stockpiled money to buy votes 
and  br ibe  INEC of f i c ia l s. 
Statistics made available by CBN 
have it that over 80% of  the 
nation's currency is outside bank 
vaults and is possibly stored in 
p r iva t e  va u l t s  b y  c o r r u p t 
members of  the elite, who are 
involved in one crime or the other, 
and who wouldn't be able to 
defend the source of  such huge 
funds if  brought to the banks. 
Some Nigerians applaud the 
CBN for coming up with such a 
robust plan at such a strategic 
season in the country, when new 
leaders are about being elected. 
This policy will likely guarantee a 
bribery-free general elections in a 
few weeks time, where voters and 
agencies would not be offered 
money to vote any candidate into 
power.

However, some Nigerians are 
bemoaning their fates because of  
the hardship this new naira 
design palaver is causing in the 
country, and they feel that the 
timing of  the implementation is 
wrong, even if  the intention is 
genuine. The real threat is that 
elections are major logistics 
ventures that are also capital 
intensive. As a parting gift to most 
Nigerians, President Buhari, in 
his wisdom, has decided that the 
current generation of  Nigerians 
must also suffer the trauma of  
emergency currency change, 
which the older generation 
suffered in 1984. His idea then, as 
it is today, is that it is a method to 
catch looters of  the national 
treasury who will be forced to 
reveal their stolen monies. The 
problem then, as it is today, is that 
whatever the approach's merits 
are, there is massive collateral 
damage among the masses.

Second, the naira redesign 
stops the inflow of  illicit money 
used for political purposes, 
especially proceeds of  money 

laundering and financial crimes. 
Often, cash facilitates illegal and 
criminal transactions because 
they are not easy to trace. We 
know of  corrupt government 
officials stashing cash at home to 
the tune of  billions of  naira 
because they cannot put it in the 
bank for fear of  being detected. 
These illicit monies always find 
its way into the system during 
elections for different unlawful 
purposes. Drug dealers and 
kidnappers struggle to operate 
within a cashless society. A friend 
told me that kidnapping has 
reduced in the past few days of  
the cash scarcity in Nigeria. 
There is a direct correlation 
between the ease of  moving cash 
and kidnapping and banditry, 
especially in the North-East and 
South-East.

Third, the naira redesign has 
strangulated economic activities 
and added to citizens' financial 
pressure. This may cause anger 
against the government and the 
ruling party, and at this crucial 
time of  the general elections, it 
m ay  b e  c o s t ly.  E c o n o m i c 
hardship often leads voters to 
punish the ruling party and be 
more inclined towards favouring 
the opposition. This happened in 
Greece and Italy. Therefore, 
experiments in macroeconomic 
policy are rare, especially in an 
election year. That it will not help 
the ruling party electorally is a no-
brainer. This policy has split APC 
down to the middle. Some people 
feel that the policy was designed 
t o  u n d e r m i n e  t h e  A P C 
presidential candidate and his 
team. Others argue that this 
policy that has caused chaos 
among the people is like an 
electoral campaign advantage to 
the opposition, and the APC-led 
government should have waited 
until after the elections before 
implementing it. The tripartite 
problems of  runaway inflation, 

economic hardship, and now, the 
naira redesign crisis is making 
selling APC difficult for the party 
a n d  i t s  c a n d i d a t e s .  T h e 
opposition may be having a field 
day and milking the self-imposed, 
APC-induced problems almost 
three weeks before the election.

Fourth, the naira redesign 
crisis is exacerbating the existing 
excruciating inflationary trends. 
This may seem paradoxical given 
that scarcity of  cash should have a 
deflationary tendency, instead of  
an inflationary one. However, 
this case is different because of  
the  combina t ion  o f  o the r 
inflationary elements within the 
context of  the Nigerian economy. 
These inflationary tendencies are 
seen in the high cost of  fuel, food, 
and other necessities, and these 
forces are so strong that the naira 
redesign crises have not dented 
the inflationary trend. Besides, 
the cost of  cash is high, which is 
transferred to the price of  goods 
and  se r v i ce s,  kee p ing  the 
inflation on. Inflation at the peak 
of  campaign and elections is 
definitely not a good mix.

Fifth, the naira redesign 
crisis, added to fuel scarcity, and 
pervasive insecurity, is leading to 
alienation of  the populace, which 
can lead to a rise in anger, 
frustration, a series of  protests 
and social dislocation. This could 
threaten publ ic  peace  and 
ultimately lead to the abortion of  
the elections. Some argue that the 
fifth columnists in the seat of  
power are orchestrating the crises 
to truncate the elections and 
instal  an Interim National 
Government. As preposterous as 
this may sound, any show of  
p u b l i c  d i s c o n t e n t  a n d 
opprobrium, especially nearer the 
e l ec t ion ,  may  make  these 
purported dooms day a reality.

The political dimension of the
naira redesign 
By Dakuku Peterside
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Obasanjo to Voters: 2023 polls 
crucial, insists their voice matters
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A
head of  the Febru-
ary 25 presidential 
election, former 

President, Olusegun Oba-
sanjo says Nigeria’s polls 
are crucial in determining 
who pilots the nation’s af-
fairs for the next four years.

He called on Nigerian 
voters to take the elections 
with all the seriousness it 
deserves, saying their voices 
matter.

In less than three weeks, 
we will be electing a lead-
er that will pilot the affairs 
of  Nigeria for the next four 
years from May,” Obasan-
jo said while hosting the 
members of  the Board of  
Trustees of  the African 
Democratic Congress at 
his penthouse residence lo-
cated within the premises 
of  the Olusegun Obasanjo 
Presidential Library, Abeo-
kuta.

“And all of  us in Nigeria, 
as I have said to you, I have 
been in Togo, Ghana, and 
Côte d’Ivoire from the be-
ginning of  the week, from 
Sunday and they are as 
concerned what happens in 
Nigeria as every Nigerian 

should be.
“For them, Nigeria’s 

election is of  importance. I 
believe that for us who are 
directly involved, we cannot 
take any less important than 
those people.

“I, therefore, understand 
why you are here. Your 

party (ADC) is one of  the 
significant parties in exist-
ence in this country and it 
doesn’t matter how the am-
plitude, your voice matters. 
Therefore, I understand 
why you are here.

“We are here also as a 
family, we are all in Ni-

geria we are a family, Ni-
geria family and therefore 
when we gather together, 
we can also talk and dis-
cuss as members of  the 
same family; Nigeria fam-
ily for what is of  concern 
to Nigeria.”

 Governor of Anambra State,  Prof Charles Soludo in an interaction with the 
contractor during the Atani Road flag off.

Sack us if we fail to deliver our promises
to Nigerians – Peter Obi vows

Appeal Court affirms Peter Obi’s 
presidential candidacy

T
he Court of  Appeal 
Wednesday affirmed 
Peter Obi as the pres-

idential candidate of  the La-
bour Party (LP) in the Feb-
ruary elections.

In a unanimous decision, 
the appellate court struck 
out the appeal challenging 
Mr Obi’s candidacy and 
awarded N200, 000 each in 
favour of  INEC and the LP.

The court held that the ap-
pellant who filed the suit at 
the lower court had no ‘locus 
standi’ to institute the action, 
meaning it had no legal basis 
to institute the suit.

Justice Ugochukwu Ogak-
wu who led the three-mem-
ber panel in the judgment 
held that the trial court was 
right in its decision.

The appellant had con-
tended that Mr. Obi was 
not qualified by the circum-
stance of  his emergence as 
the candidate of  the LP.

The 1st respondent in 
the suit marked: CA/ABJ/
CV/1414/2022I is the Inde-
pendent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) while 
the second is the Labour 
Party.

Mr. Obi is the 3rd respond-
ent while the appellant is the 
Allied Peoples Movement 
(APM).

The Federal High Court in 
Abuja had dismissed the suit 
seeking the disqualification 

of  Peter Obi.
The APM had ap-

proached the trial court for 
an injunction restraining the 
1st defendant from acting on 
or giving effect to, or in any 
way or manner, dealing with 
the name of  Mr. Obi as the 
candidate of  the LP in the 
forthcoming 2023 presiden-
tial election.

In his judgment, Justice 
James Omotosho dismissed 
the suit for the failure of  
the plaintiff  to provide suf-
ficient evidence to grant the 
request.

The plaintiff, in an orig-
inating summons, had 
sought, among other reliefs, 
“a declaration that, in view 
of  Section 131(c) of  the 
Constitution of  the Federal 
Republic of  Nigeria, 1999 
(as amended).

“The 1st defendant’s elec-
tion timetable and schedule 
of  activities for the 2023 gen-
eral election, the 1st defend-
ant’s electoral guidelines for 
the conduct of  2023 political 
party primary elections and 
nomination of  candidates 
for election.

“Sections 29(1), 77(2) 
and (3) of  the Electoral Act, 
2022, which mandate the 
2nd defendant to maintain 
a register of  its members in 
both hard and soft copy.

“Also to make such reg-
ister available to the 1st de-

fendant, not later than 30 
days before the date fixed for 
the party’s primaries.

“The 3rd defendant be dis-
qualified from taking part in 
or otherwise contesting the 
2023 presidential election 
fixed for February 25, 2023.

“Provisions of  Section 131 
(c) of  the Constitution of  the 
Federal Republic of  Nigeria, 
1999 (as amended); the 1st 
defendant’s election timeta-
ble and schedule of  activities 
for the 2023 general election.

“The 1st defendant’s elec-
toral guidelines for the con-
duct of  2023 political party 
primary elections and nom-
ination of  candidates for 
elections.

“Sections 29(1), 77(2) and 
(3) of  the Electoral Act, 2022 
and the fact that the 3rd de-
fendant became a registered 
member of  the 2nd defend-
ant less than 30 days to the 
party’s presidential primary 
election.

“This was held on May 
30, 2022, the 3rd defendant, 
herein, is disqualified and 
ineligible to contest the 2023 
presidential elections as the 
candidate or flag bearer of  
the 2nd defendant.”

Dissatisfied with the judg-
ment, the party headed to 
the appeal court.

The appeal court ruled 
that the lower court was 
right to struck the appeal.

T
he presidential Stand-
ard Bearer of  the La-
bour Party, LP, Peter 

Obi, has advanced reasons 
why he would not fail, giv-
ing Nigerians all the powers 
to sack should he and his 
running mate, Yusuf  Datti 
aba-Ahmed fail the nation.

Speaking at the Support 
Group Conveners Confer-
ence in Abuja, Obi cau-
tioned against voting for pol-
iticians who impoverished 
95 million Nigerians.

To this end, Obi urged Ni-
gerians to reject the old polit-
ical order that brought about 
poverty and debt.

He urged Nigerians to take 

ownership of  the country 
from the old political order.

He assured Nigerians of  
his commitment to the New 
Nigeria Project, stressing 
that “This is your project.”

Obi enjoined Nigerians to 
demand accountability from 
public officeholders to stem 
the tide of  corruption.

Stressing that “We can 
make Nigeria work,” Obi 
said: “Myself  and my run-
ning mate, Dr. Yusuf  Datti 
Baba-Ahmed, As drivers 
whose duty will be to take 
Nigeria to a destination of  
peace, unity and progress 
if  elected as president and 
vice-president respective-

ly in the coming February, 
25th general elections, ‘sack’ 
me and my running mate, 
Yusuf  Datti Baba-Ahmed 
whenever we are found to be 
taking Nigerians in the op-
posite direction.”

He decried the high pover-
ty rate in the country, insist-
ing that Nigeria had no rea-
son to be counted among the 
poor nations of  the world.

 “All our country has pro-
duced in the last ten years is 
poverty. In 2012, the number 
of  Nigerians who are poor 
was about 65 million. Today, 
it is about 95 million. And 
those who caused it are ask-
ing to be given more years. 

Elections: NUC orders closure of Varsities, Feb 22 

T
he National Univer-
sities Commission 
(NUC) has ordered the 

closure of  universities across 
the country to enable students 
to participate in the February 
25 and March 11 general elec-
tions.

In a letter addressed to 
vice-chancellors of  all universi-
ties and directors of  inter-uni-
versity centres, the NUC noted 
that the directive is based on 
the instruction of  the Minister 
of  Education, Adamu Ada-
mu.

Varsities are directed to shut 
down and suspend academ-
ic activities February 22 and 
March 14 for students to ac-
tively participate in the polls.

“As Vice-Chancellors of  all 
Universities and Director/

Chief  Executive of  Inter-Uni-
versity Centres are quite aware 
the 2023 General Elections 
have been scheduled to hold 
on Saturday February 25, 
2023, for the Presidential and 
National Assembly, and Sat-
urday March 11, 2023 for 
Gubernatorial and State As-
sembly, respectively,” the letter 
partly read.

“In view of  the foregoing 
and concerns expressed on the 
security of  staff, students and 
properties of  the our respective 
institutions, the Honourable 
Minister of  Education, Mal. 
Adama Adamu has following 
extensive consultations with 
the relevant security agencies, 
directed that all Universities 
and Inter-University Centres 
be shut down and academic 

activities be suspended be-
tween 22 February and 14th 
March, 2023.”

The Independent Nation-
al Electoral Commission 
(INEC) had in January pre-
sented a register containing 
93,469,008 voters for the 2023 
general elections.

The voter distribution also 
revealed that 44,414,846 reg-
istered voters are females, and 
49,054,162 are males.

Of  the total registered vot-
ers, the number of  young peo-
ple between the ages of  18 and 
34 stood at 37,060,399, repre-
senting 39.65% of  total regis-
tered voters while the elderly 
between the ages of  50 and 69 
stood at 17,700,270, represent-
ing 18.94% of  total registered 
voters.

Police arrest Enugu female INEC staff 
extorting from PVC collectors

T
he police command in 
Enugu says it has ar-
rested the woman in a 

trending video allegedly extort-
ing money before issuing voter 
cards to their owners.

This is contained in a state-
ment by the command spokes-
man, DSP Daniel Ndukwe, on 
Thursday in Enugu.

“Police detectives serving 
in the State Criminal Investi-
gation Department of  Enugu 
State Command on January 
31, 2023, arrested a female sus-
pect, one Chinwendu Nnama-
ni, 41. 

Nnamani was involved in 
the viral social media video 
clip in which she is seen and 
alleged to be selling INEC Per-

manent Voter Cards (PVCs) at 
the sum of  N1,000, at a prima-
ry school in Emene, Enugu,” 
said the police.

The statement added, “Also 
arrested is one Nkiruka Pa-
tience Obinna, 38, identified 
as an INEC staff  and alleged 
to have given the said PVCs to 
the first suspect for distribution 
to the actual owners. Investi-
gation has been concluded, 
the case charged to court in 
line with the provisions of  the 
Electoral Act 2022, and the 
suspects arraigned according-
ly.” The police revealed that 
the suspects were granted bail, 
and the case was adjourned 
until February 15 for further 
hearing.

Uzodimma promises partnership with 
National Peace Committee

G
overnor Uzodinma 
has promised to part-
ner with the National 

Peace Committee, Imo State 
Chapter. The Governor made 
this promise during the courte-
sy visit of  the members of  the 
committee to the Government 
House, Owerri in the early 
hours of  Wednesday.

In his address, the Gover-
nor advised them to take it as 
a responsibility to ensure the 
restoration of  peace anchored 
on justice, noting that his gov-
ernment will support and give 
them the necessary logistics 

that will make their job easy.
He encouraged them to find 

courage and confront evil men 
sponsoring violence and inse-
curity in the State. Speaking 
earlier, the Chairman of  the 
Committee in the State, Rev. 
Fr. (Prof.) Philip Ogbonna said 
they came to inform Governor 
Uzodinma that the National 
Peace Committee Imo State 
Chapter had since been inaugu-
rated in Imo State on Novem-
ber 7, 2022 and to request that 
the Governor gives them the 
necessary support and logistics 
to fulfill their mandate.
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SPORTS
uper Eagles of  Nigeria 

Swill play the away 
fixture of  their 2023 

Africa Cup of  Nations 
qualifier against Guinea 
Bissau in Morocco.

Nigeria have a firm grip 
on Group A of  the AFCON 
qualifiers, they beat Sierra 
Leone in Nigeria before 
thrashing Sao Tome and 
Principe on their own turf.

The Super Eagles play 
Guinea Bissau twice later in 
March, and winning those 
games could ensure they 
claim the ticket to Ivory 
Coast next year.

Nigeria first welcome the 
Djurtus at the Moshood 
Abiola Stadium, Abuja, or 
the  Godswi l l  Akpab io 
Stadium Uyo on the 20th 
before going away for the 

anchester City Mh av e  A r s e n a l 
manager Mikel 

Ar te ta  to  succeed  Pe p 
G u a r d i o l a  s h o u l d  t h e 
Catalan depart.

City are keeping tabs on 
Arteta, in case Guardiola 
leaves the club, according to 
Four Four Two.

Guardiola's future at the 
Etihad appears uncertain 
after the Premier League 

reverse fixture in a week.
However, according to a 

recent report by Morocco 
World News, instead of  
Guinea Bissau, the second 
l e g  w i l l  b e  p l aye d  i n 
Morocco.

This is because CAF did 
not approve any stadium in 
Guinea Bissau for  the 
qualifiers. As such, they 
would have to make do with 
n e u t r a l  v e n u e s .  A n d 
Morocco have volunteered 
their stadiums.

Guinea Bissau will have 
t o  c h o o s e  o n e  o f  
Casablanca's Mohammed V 
Complex, Rabat's Moulay 
Abdellah Complex, Grand 
S t a d e  d e  M a r r a k e c h , 
Agadir's Stade Adrar, Grand 
Stade de Tanger, and Grand 
Stade de Fez.

The Super Eagles have 

charged City with breaching 
financial regulations.

The Spaniard previously 
said he would quick the club 
over financial rule-breaking.

And Arteta is a potential 
replacement.

Arteta spent time as 
assistant coach at the Etihad 
under Guardiola before 
taking over at Arsenal.

i g e r i a - e l i g i b l e 

NC r y s t a l  Pa l a c e 
m i d f i e l d e r , 

Michael Olise is not fully 
committed to  play for 
N i g e r i a  a s  h e  i s  s t i l l 
expecting a call-up from 
France.

Ol i se  sho t  in to  the 
limelight after his transfer 
from Reading to Crystal 
Palace in June 2021. Since 
then he has settled in as a 
very brilliant player with 
great technical  abil i ty.
On the international stage, 
however, Olise's future still 
hangs in the balance. The 
21-year-old midfielder plays 
for the French youth sides. 
But his future is far from 
being settled.

The former Reading man 
is eligible to play for four 
countries- France, England, 
Nigeria, and Algeria.

O l i s e  w a s  b o r n  i n 
England, his father is a 
Nigerian, while his mother 
has Algerian and French 
roots.

According to an OGN 
conducted with a source 
close to Olise, he wants to 
wait till the next World Cup 
to see if  he can get a call-up 
from France. If  he is not 

already played in Morocco 
once during the qualifiers. 
And it was against Sao 

'Golo Kante and 

NC h e l s e a  a r e  a t 
deadlock over new 

contract talks.
The London Evening 

Standard  says  Kante ' s 
extension is on the agenda, 
b u t  t h e  m i d f i e l d e r  i s 
reluctant to accept a two-
year contract with an option 
for an extra year.

The 31-year-old, whose 
season has been wrecked by 

Huddersfield have sacked 
m a n a g e r  M a r k 
Fotheringham months after 
he took the job.
The Terriers are third from 
b o t t o m  i n  t h e 
Championship at present.

invited, OGN reports that 
he would rather play for 
Nigeria than any other 
country.

“Olise has a certain 
attachment to the Nigerian 
team and that is why he 
accepted a call-up two years 
ago,” the source told OGN.

“He didn't honor it due 
to issues and also the sack of  
the coach, but he still has 
Nigeria in mind if  he does 
not make it with the French 
team.

“His talks to turn down 
an invitation from Algeria 
has led to talks of  them 
shaming him that he can't fit 
into the Nigerian team.

“However, I tell you, if  
Nigeria come calling at the 
right time, he will jump on it.

Crystal Palace coach, 
Patrick Viera has given Olise 
a more important role this 
season. He has made 20 
P r e m i e r  L e a g u e 
appearances with two goals, 
one of  which was a blinding 
free kick against Manchester 
United. He also has four 
assists in his kitty.

I f  h e  c o n t i n u e s  t o 
develop at his current pace, 
it would only be a matter of  
time before he gets a senior 
call-up from France.

Tome and Principe at Stade 
Adrar. Nigeria won the 
game 10-0.

injury, is hoping for a three-
plus-one deal.

The focus on players 
whose deals expire this 
summer has left those with 
18 months on their contracts 
in the dark.

Mateo Kovacic  and 
Conor Gallagher have had 
no contact on new deals, 
amid speculation that they 
could also be moved on in 
the summer.

The club have not given 
Fotheringham any more 
time to right the ship, as they 
believe they will go down 
under his guidance.
A n  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t 
announced his departure 
this week.
Huddersfield announced on 
Twit ter :  “@htafc  have 
terminated the contract of  
h e a d  c o a c h  M a r k 
F o t h e r i n g h a m  w i t h 
immediate effect.
“Kenny Miller has also left 
the club. Narcis Pelach will 
take control of  the team for 
S a t u r d a y ' s  S k y  B e t 
Championship game at 
Wigan Athletic.”
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