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Nnamdi Kanu in pains,
needs urgent surgery
– Ifeanyi Ejiofor cries
...Ask Buhari about Kanu’s health – Ohanaeze to S’ East governors

Woman bathes co-wife
with hot water
– Court remands suspect
...As commercial sex worker commits
suicide over boyfriend in Anambra

Imo govt reacts to sealing
of radio station, hotel in
Owerri

Ikonne was killed by evil libation – Deputy Chief  of  staff

Nnamani publishes more Pro-Tinubu fliers
...Says no going back in war against PDP Presidential Project

...I will hit back at PDP national leadership

...As Tinubu promises 100% investment in Anambra rally

Resident doctors suspend
planned nationwide strike
… Appeals to  Abia, Imo, Ekiti,
Ondo states to offset arrears

Again, Nigeria falls
on corruption rating
… 150th to 154th position out
of  180 countries assessed in the
2022 ranking



Ikonne was killed by
libation, Deputy Chief
of Staff claims
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Commercial sex worker commits 
suicide in Anambra brothel
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

O
n Monday in the 
commercial city of 
Onitsha, a sex work-

er committed suicide in 
Frontline Tourism and Ho-
tels Limited located at old 
market road. The deceased, 
simply identified as Chisom, 
from Enugu State, our corre-
spondent gathered, was said 
to have died after washing 
plates she ate with, Sunday 
night.

It was gathered that the 
incident had made neigh-
bours and occupants, mostly 
sex-workers including petty 
traders within to desert the 

area. Although the cause 
of  the death is still sketchy 
as time of  filing this report, 
it was gathered that while 
some close resident who 
pleaded anonymity said she 
hung herself  in her hotel 
room because her boyfriend 
abandoned her, others said 
she might have been stran-
gled to death by an early 
caller over financial disa-
greement, while another ver-
sion alleged she took poison 
and died.

She said, “She had a boy 
friend that always spent a 
lot of  money on her. Even 
this last Christmas the boy 
came to her with a bag of 
rice, #200,000, among other 
items and asked her to trav-
el for Christmas and come 
back later. “As soon as she 
came back, she was told that 
her boyfriend had married. 
Since then she started be-
having abnormally and just 
three days ago she was seen 
holding a rope on her hand.

 “When asked why she 
was holding the rope she be-
came aggressive and early in 
the morning, she swept her 
room and about 9am what 
we heard was that she has 
committed suicide in her 
room.

“We saw her neck tied 
with a rope to the window 
in her room but the legs were 
touching the floor. So we 
don’t know if  it is suicide, no 
foam was gushing out from 
her mouth, but the tongue is 
out.”

When our correspondent 
visited the scene, sympathiz-
ers were seen attempting to 
gain access to the hotel to 
have a glimpse of  the corpse, 

INEC restores Odii as Ebonyi
PDP guber candidate
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Independent Na-
tional Electoral Com-
mission (INEC) has 

restored the name of  Chief 
Ifeanyichukwu Odii as the 
governorship candidate of 
the Peoples Democratic Par-
ty (PDP) for the March 11 
2023 general election. The 
Commission in amendment 
number three to the final list 
of  candidates for the election 
issued on Monday 30th Jan-
uary cited court orders for 
the restoration of  Mr Odii’s 
name.

Recall that INEC in its 
amendment number two is-
sued on December 22, 2022 
delisted the name of  Mr 
Odii and his Deputy Gover-
norship Candidate, Senator 
Igwe Nwagu from the list of 
candidates also citing court 
order. In that second amend-
ment in December, INEC 
had also named one Henry 
Chima Udeh as the Ebonyi 
South Senatorial candidate 
of  the Labour Party also cit-
ing court order.

It also delisted the names 
of  all National Assembly 
candidates of  the PDP for all 

the constituencies in the state 
except one.

However, in the third 
amendment released and 
signed by its Secretary, Rose 
Oriaran-Anthony , the elec-
toral umpire named Mr Linus 
Okorie, a former Member of 
the House of  Representatives 
as the Senatorial candidate of 
the Labour Party for Ebonyi 
South zone. INEC also list-
ed the name of  the Member 
Representing Ezza North/
Ishielu Constituency, Anayo 
Edwin as the All Progressive 
Grand Alliance candidate for 
the constituency in place of 
Mr Joseph Nwobashi who 
was listed in wndment num-
ber one as the party’s candi-
date for the constituency. The 
Commission in an explanato-
ry statement accompanying 
the list said the third amend-
ment became necessary due 
to various court orders it was 
served. INEC also explained 
that some amendments be-
came necessary to correct er-
rors made by Political Parties 
while uploading the names of 
their candidates on its portal.

The statement reads:
“The Commission pub-

lished the final list of  can-
didates for Presidential, 

Senatorial and House of  Rep -
resentatives elections on 20th 
September, 2022 and Gover-
norship and State House of 
Assembly Elections on 4” 
October, 2022 in accordance 
with the provisions of  Sec-
tion 32 of  the Electoral Act, 
2022 and the Timetable and 
Schedule of  Activities for the 
2023 General Elections.

“After the said publication, 
the Commission was served 
Orders of  Court in respect of 
the nomination of  candidates 
for Governorship, Senatorial, 
House of  Representatives 
and State House of  Assembly 
Elections”

“It is worthy of  note that 
the list of  candidates was 
amended in Amendment 
Nos. 1 & 2 published on the 
Commission’s website on 
10th November and 22nd 
December 2022, pursuant to 
Court Orders and Deaths. 
“By virtue of  the provision of 
Section 287 of  the Constitu-
tion of  the Federal Republic 
of  Nigeria, 1999 (as amend-
ed), the Commission is 
bound to enforce the Orders 
of  Court on the Nomination 
of  candidates by Political 
Parties in the affected Con-
stituencies”.

“While the Commission 
published the details of  Can-
didates as submitted by po-
litical parties on the INEC 
Candidates Nomination 
Portal (ICNP), some political 
parties forwarded complaints 
seeking correction of  error 
made in the details of  their 
candidates”.

“Consequent upon the 
above, the lists of  candidates 
in respect of  the attached 
Senatorial Districts and Fed-
eral Constituencies, Gov-
ernorship and State House 
of  Assembly elections are 
amended and published as 
Amendment No. 3 pursuant 
to the Orders of  Court served 
on the Commission as at 30th 
January, 2023, Deaths and re-
quests for correction of  can-
didates’ details by political 
parties”, the statement said.
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INEC to test-run BVAS via mock 
accreditation Saturday
By Ikenna Orioha

R
esident Electoral 
Commissioner, In-
dependent Nation-

al Electoral Commission 
(INEC), Imo State, Prof. 
Sylva Uchenna Agu, says 
INEC has concluded plans to 
conduct mock accreditation 
exercise using the BVAS on 
Saturday across the country.

The Commissioner not-
ed that the exercise will take 
place at the designated poll-
ing units from 8 am.

This was disclosed by the 
commission in a statement 
written and made available to 
the media by its Public Rela-
tions Officer, Chinyere Chi-
jioke- Osuji, on Monday.

INEC urged eligible voters 
to ensure they take part in the 
exercise which will be to the 
advantage of  the society.

According to the release, 
“I am directed by the Resi-
dent Electoral Commissioner 
(INEC), Imo State, Prof. Syl-
via Uchenna Agu, to inform 
you about the nationwide 
mock accreditation of  voters 
exercise using BVAS holding 
on Saturday, 4th February, 
2023, from 8 am. This exer-
cise shall hold in the attached 
Polling Units and LGAs re-
spectively”.

The commission stated that 

the designated polling units 
in Imo State include Ower-
ri West LGA: Emeabiam/
Umuokolochi (Community 
Primary School, Okolochi 1), 
Irete/Orogwe (Uba Village 
Square). Ikeduru LGA: Iho 
(Central School Iho), Amai-
mo (Community School 
Obodo). Obowo LGA: Alike 
(Primary School Ikenanzizi), 

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Deputy Chief  of  
Staff, Office of  the 
Deputy Governor in 

Abia State, Chief  Don Uba-
ni has written a fresh stinker.

This time, he has alleged 
that the death of  Prof Uche 
Ikonne, former PDP candi-
date in Abia, is traceable to 
libations poured by a chief-
tain of  the PDP against the 
governorship ambition peo-
ple of  Ngwa land.

According to Ubani, who 
is a former Commission-
er for Petroleum resources 
under the administration of  
Theodore Orji, some people 
from Umuahia district in 
the State should be blamed 
for allegedly “uprooting an 
Iroko”. In the articles he 
published on his Facebook 
page and some  other me-
dia organizations, Ubani 

alleged that some powerful 
persons who did not want 
power to equally rotate be-
tween Aba and Umuahia  
districts should be blamed 
for the tragedy that befell 
Prof  Uche Ikonne, the Abia  
late PDP candidate.

The Okwubunka of  Asa 
kingdom warned that the 
people of  Ngwa land will 
“retaliate” the alleged hu-
miliation of  their son, add-
ing that Abia’s largest city, 
Aba, belongs Ngwas. 

He further threatened that 
the next Governor of  Abia 
must come from Ngwa land 
for peace to reign in the 
State. 

According to the Deputy 
Chief  of  Staff, the people of  
Aba district must be allowed 
to have another 8 years of  
rulership in the State to 
bring them at equal with 
those from Umuahia area.

while some of  the sex work-
ers were hurriedly moving 
out with their belongings for 
fear of  being arrested.

One of  the sympathizers 
who is familiar with the en-
vironment, disclosed that the 
sex worker charged between 
N3, 000 to N7000 depending 
on their class. 

She queried why the ho-
tel owners should allow the 
call girls leave the hotel with 
their personal effects when 
the body of  the deceased was 
yet to been removed, insist-
ing they have questions to 
answer.

A group of  policemen 
from the Onitsha Area Police 
Area Command, close to the 
scene of  the incident, visited 
the hotel at about 12.30pm 
and left with some officials 
of  the hotel which returned 
with an ambulance and took 
the corpse away.

Confirming the incident, 
Police spokesperson, To-
chukwu Ikenga said investi-
gation has commenced, “No 
suicide note was found in 
the room to suspect suicide. 
We’re exploring all options 
to unravel the circumstances 
surrounding the death,” he 
noted.

APGA rejects newly inaugurated Campaign 
Council in Ebonyi
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he All Progressives 
Grand Alliance 
(APGA) in Ebonyi 

state says that it has rejected 
the campaign council recently 
constituted by Prof. Bernard 
Odoh, its Gubernatorial Can-
didate.

The state Chairman of  the 
party Chief  Ricky Okorouka, 
who stated this in an inter-
view in Abakaliki noted that 
the rejection was because it 
was not aware of  the compo-
sition and inauguration of  the 
council. He said that he and 
his executives were not aware 
that any one was appointed 
the director general or given 
any position in the council. 

“We wish to inform the public 
of  this development in order 
not to be misled”. The state 
chairman said that composi-
tion of  the council was there-
fore a nullity having contra-
vened the party’s regulations.

“The activities of  political 
party revolves round their 
leaderships as the privileges 
given to candidates should 
not be taken for granted,”  He 
noted that other party execu-
tives and its leadership at the 
local government level were 
also not part of  the campaign 
council’s formation. “We will 
continue meeting to ensure 
that that the right thing is 
done”.

Chairman of  the party in 
Ezza South LGA, Mr Er-
nest Aleke described the de-

velopment as condemnable. 
“We would stand by the state 
chairman in the situation and 
ensure that people who just 
joined the party does control 
its affairs. 

“The party’s Chairman in 
Ohaukwu LGA, Mr Chinedu 
Ogba said it was unimagi-
nable for a candidate to win 
election without the party’ 
structure. “We have no other 
state chairman than Ricky 
Okorouka and no other per-
son can direct the party’s af-
fairs in the state. The APGA 
gubernatorial candidate, Prof. 
Bernard Odoh, however said 
that there was nothing to wor-
ry about as the party does not 
have problems with anyone. 
He noted that party’s cam-
paign was moving smoothly 
without hitches.

Okenalogho (Umuagu Hall). 
Okigwe LGA: Umualumu-
oke (Umualumoke Commu-
nity School), Ogii (Ogii Cen-
tral School. Nkwerre LGA: 
Onusa (Aghazie Hall), Ezia-
ma Obaire ( Ndimbra Hall). 
Ideato South LGA: Ntueke 
(Umunze Village Square) 
and Ogboko 2 (Ekenta Mar-
ket Square).
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Peter Obi’s and Ahmed Datti’s wives arrives Adamawa for their Women Town 
Hall meeting.

Nnamani publishes more pro-Tinubu flyers

E
mbattled former 
Enugu State Gover-
nor, Dr Chimaroke 

Nnamani has again on 
Monday morning changed 
his DP in his verified ac-
count to a poster showing 
him and Bola Ahmed Tinu-
bu, the presidential can-

didate of  All Progressives 
Congress, APC.

The new profile pic-
ture featured Nnamani in 
white, donning a red Igbo 
cap with the logo of  PDP at 
the top corner of  the poster. 
Written under his photo-
graph is “Vote Sen. Chima-

roke Nnamani Enugu East 
Senatorial Zone”

On the other top right of 
the poster is APC logo, and 
Tinubu’s picture, with ‘Vote 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu for 
President of  Nigeria’ writ-
ten below.

On Sunday, Nnamani 

said he has declared war 
against the presidential pro-
ject of  the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) to work 
with the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) in the 
coming presidential elec-
tion.

Ex-Petroleum Minister, Diezani moves 
to recover seized assets, applies to Court 
F

ormer Minister of 
Petroleum Resourc-
es, Mrs Diezani Ali-

son-Madueke, has prayed a 
Federal High Court, Abuja 
to vacate an order granted 
to the Economic and Finan-
cial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC) for final forfeiture of 
her seized assets.

Alison-Madueke, in an 
originating motion, sought 
an order extending the time 

within which to seek leave 
to apply to the court for an 
order to set aside the EFCC’s 
public notice issued to con-
duct public sale on her prop-
erty.

The News Agency of  Ni-
geria (NAN) reports that the 
anti-corruption agency had 
planned to conduct public 
sale of  all assets seized from 
Alison-Madueke beginning 
from Jan. 9 as contained in 

its public notice following 
various court judgments/or-
ders issued in favour of  the 
commission as final forfei-
ture orders against property 
and personal effects of  the 
former minister.

But in the motion marked: 
FHC/ABJ/CS/21/2023 dat-
ed and filed Jan. 6 by her law-
yer, Chief  Mike Ozekhome, 
SAN, before Justice Inyang 
Ekwo, the ex-minister sought 

five orders from the court.
While Alison-Madueke is 

the applicant, the EFCC is the 
sole respondent in the suit.

The former minister, who 
argued that the various orders 
were made without jurisdic-
tion, said these “ought to be 
set aside ex debito justitiae.”

She said she was not given 
fair hearing in all the proceed-
ings leading to the orders.

“The various court orders 
issued in favour of  the re-
spondent and upon which the 
respondent issued the public 
notice to conduct public sale 
of  items contained in the pub-
lic notice most of  which court 
the interest of  the applicant 
were issued in breach of  the 
applicant’s right to fair hear-
ing as guaranteed by Section 
36 (1) of  the 1999 Consti-
tution, as altered, and other 
similar constitutional provi-
sions,” she said.

She argued that she was 
neither served with the charge 
sheet and proof  of  evidence 
in any of  the charge nor any 
other summons howsoever 
and whatsoever in respect of 
the criminal charges pending 
against her before the court.

She further argued that 
the courts were misled into 
making several of  the final 

forfeiture orders against her 
assets through suppression 
or non-disclosure of  material 
facts.

“The several applications 
upon which the courts made 
the final order of  forfeiture 
against the applicant were 
obtained upon gross misstate-
ments, misrepresentations, 
non-disclosure, concealment 
and suppression of  materi-
al facts and this honourable 
court has the power to set-
aside same ex debito justitiae, 
as a void order is as good as if 
it was never made at all.

“The orders were made 
without recourse to the con-
stitutional right to fair hearing 
and right to property accord-
ed the applicant by the consti-
tution.

“The applicant was never 
served with the processes of 
court in all the proceedings 
that led to the order of  final 
forfeiture,” she said, among 
other grounds given.

But the EFCC, in a counter 
affidavit deposed to by Ru-
fai Zaki, a detective with the 
commission, urged the court 
to dismiss Alison-Madueke’s 
application.

Zaki, who was a member 
of  the team that investigated 
a case of  criminal conspir-
acy, official corruption and 
money laundering against the 
ex-minister and some other 
persons involved in the case, 
said investigation had clearly 
shown that she was involved 
in some acts of  criminality.

He said Alison-Madueke 
was therefore charged before 
the court in charge no: FHC/
ABJ/CR/208/2018.

“We hereby rely on 
the charge FHC/ABJ/
CR/208/2018 dated 14th 
November, 2018 filed before 
this honourable court and 
also attached as Exhibit C in 
the applicant’s affidavit,” he 
said.

The EFCC operative, who 
said he had seen the ex-minis-

ter’s motion, said most of  the 
depositions were untrue.

He said contrary to her 
deposition in the affidavit in 
support, most of  the cases 
which led to the final forfei-
ture of  the contested property 
“were action in rem, same 
were heard at various times 
and determined by this hon-
ourable court.”

He said the courts different-
ly ordered the commission to 
do a newspaper publication 
inviting parties to show cause 
why the said property should 
not be forfeited to the Federal 
Government, before final or-
ders were made.

Zaki argued that one 
Nnamdi Awa Kalu repre-
sented the ex-minister in re-
action to one of  the forfeiture 
applications.

“We humbly rely on the 
judgment of  Hon. Justice 
I.LN. Oweibo dated 10th 
September, 2019 shown in 
Exhibit C of  the applicant’s 
affidavit,” he said.

The officer said that the 
contrary to her, the final for-
feiture of  the assets which 
were subject of  the present 
application was ordered by 
the court since 2017 and that 
this was not set aside or up-
turned on appeal.

According to him, the prop -
erties have been disposed off 
through due process of  law.

Upon mentioning the mat-
ter on Monday, Alison-Ma-
dueke’s counsel, Oluchi 
Uche, told Justice Ekwo that 
they were just been served by 
the EFFC on Friday and they 
would need time to respond 
to the counter affidavit.

Farouk Abdullah, who ap-
peared by the anti-graft agen-
cy, did not oppose and the 
judge adjourned the matter 
until May 8 for hearing.

NAN reports that Ali-
son-Madueke was the Ni-
geria’s Petroleum Minister 
during President Goodluck 
Jonathan’s administration.

Imo govt reacts over sealing of radio 
station, hotel in Owerri

T
he Imo State gov-
ernment has reacted 
following the sealing 

of  Boss Fm radio Owerri, 
All Seasons Hotel, Owerri, 
Mini restaurant and bar and 
Havana Cinema, Owerri, de-
spite a court order stopping it 
from doing so.

Officials of  Internally 
Generated Revenue secretar-
iat with the aid of  armed se-
curity men had on Monday 
invaded their premises.

The management of  the 
businesses had accused the 
state government of  political 
vendetta.

The business owner, Myke 
Ikoku, who is a chieftain of 
the opposition Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party claimed that 

several of  his staff  were tak-
en away by the visitors.

Reacting, the spokesperson 
for the governor of  the state, 
Oguwike Nwachuku, said it 
was wrong for Ikoku, to have 
accused the governor of  po-
litically witch hunting him.

He stated “I know that 
the owner of  the hotel in 
question cannot reasonably 
accuse Governor Hope Uzo-
dimma of  political vendetta, 
knowing full well the Gover-
nor is not noted for such. 

“However, since he said 
the government is involved 
and is aware that govern-
ment has different organs 
that work in synergy for the 
same goal, I would suggest 
he liaises with the particular 

office responsible for what 
he was complaining about 
and sort it out at that level. 
And I want to believe the of-
fice involved has the capacity 
to take responsibility for its 
action in public interest.”

I’ll hit PDP national lead-
ership Tuesday – Wike

Rivers State Governor 
Nyesom Wike has revealed 
he would “hit back” the na-
tional leadership of  the Peo-
ples Democratic Party, PDP, 
today Tuesday.

The governor, a member 
of  the G5, spoke on Monday 
at a campaign rally in Etche 
Local Government Area of 
the state.

Wike reacted to the alert 

by the PDP national leader-
ship about some lawyers ap-
pearing in court without le-
gal briefs and authorisation.

The PDP said it would 
not hesitate to take stringent 
measures on any infractions 
that are misleading, ques-
tionable and fraudulent.

The spokesperson Debo 
Ologunagba referred to Arti-
cle 42 of  PDP’s constitution 
(as amended in 2017) which 
places the exclusive respon-
sibility of  conducting litiga-
tions on the National Legal 
Adviser.

Ologunagba stated that 
only the official has the com-
petence to engage external 
solicitors to handle cases on 
behalf  of  the party.

Industrialist, Opara, urges Owerri 
zone to vote PDP candidates
By Ikenna Orioha

A
n industrialist and 
Chairman, PDP 
Presidential Cam-

paign Council for Owerri 
West Local Government 
Area of  Imo State, Engr. 
Ray Opara, has urged voters 
at the area to vote massive-
ly for People’s Democrat-
ic Party candidates in the 
forthcoming polls to enable 
them win.

Opara stated that PDP 
in Owerri Zone has cam-
paigned vigorously especially 
at the grassroot areas where 
many voters were sensitized 
on the need to obtain their 

PVCs to enable them partic-
ipate actively at the elections.

He made the plea when 
he spoke to newsmen during 
a rally held last week at the 
All Saints Anglican Church 
Field, Egbu, Owerri.

The stalwart of  PDP in the 
locality described the rally 
as a success and a platform 
where respectable candidates 
came out to speak to their 
people on what they will do 
if  elected to represent the 
zone.

He reiterated his commit-
ment towards the progress 
and peace of  Owerri Federal 
Constituency and Imo State 
at large.
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Editorial

h e  N i g e r i a n  g o ve r n m e n t  h a s Tconfirmed the outbreak of diphtheria 
in parts of the country. The disease is a 

highly contagious infection caused by a 
bacterium called Corynebacterium species 
that affects the nose, throat and sometimes, 
skin of an individual.

Meanwhile, the Nigeria Centre for 
Disease Control and Prevention (NCDC) said 
the country has confirmed 111 cases of 
diphtheria with 22 deaths between December 
1, 2022 and the third week in January 2023.

The diphtheria situation report from the 
NCDC showed Kano State has the highest 
burden of confirmed cases – 107, with 21 
confirmed deaths.

The Nigeria Centre for Disease Control 
and Prevention (NCDC) reported that 38 
people, mostly children, have lost their lives 
from the disease, and there are 123 clinically 
suspected cases. In partnership with state 
ministries of health, NCDC said it initiated 
an “emergency response to the outbreak and is 
monitoring” the situation in four states 
(Lagos, Kano, Osun and Yobe).

Worldwide, the incidence of diphtheria 
has reduced dramatically in the past five 
decades, thanks to widespread immunisation, 
using a diphtheria toxoid-containing vaccine.

The number of diphtheria cases reported 
to the World Health Organisation (WHO) 
declined from about 100,000 in 1980 to less 
than 10,000 cases in 2021.

The prevention of infection primarily 
controls diphtheria through high population 
immunity achieved by high vaccination 
coverage. NCDC said in a health advisory 
issued to Nigerian healthcare workers that 
“consequently, Diphtheria outbreaks reflect 
inadequate vaccination coverage.”

Diphtheria is a severe bacterial disease 
caused by the spread of  a bacterium, 
Corynebacterium species, mainly by toxin-
producing Corynebacterium diphtheriae and 
rarely by toxin-producing strains of  C. 
ulcerans and C. pseudotuberculosis, NCDC 
explains.

When a person catches diphtheria, the 
bacteria release toxins or poison into the 
person's body. America's Centre for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) said the toxin 
infects the upper airways and sometimes the 
skin, causing a membrane to grow across the 
windpipe.

“This makes breathing hard, and if the 
membrane completely blocks the windpipe, it 
can lead to suffocation and death. The heart 
and nervous system can also be damaged,” 
CDC noted.

Diphtheria manifests as laryngitis, 
pharyngitis or tonsillitis and is associated 
with an adherent membrane covering the 
tonsils, pharynx and/or nose.

Beyond the respiratory symptoms, NCDC 
said, approximately a quarter of cases may 
develop heart problems (myocarditis). The 
mainstay of  Diphtheria treatment is 

antibiotics and Diphtheria antitoxin (DAT).
Diphtheria spreads easily among people 

by direct contact or through the air and 
through respiratory droplets from coughing or 
sneezing, NCDC added.

“It may also be spread by contaminated 
clothing and objects. A person is infectious for 
as long as the bacteria are present in 
respiratory secretions, usually two weeks 
without treatment and seldom more than six 
weeks.

Diphtheria can be transmitted by sharing 
items such as cups, cutlery, clothing or 
bedding with an infected person. It is possible 
to get diphtheria more than once.

Some Clinical researchers said diphtheria 
is caused by bacteria adhering to the lining of 
respiratory system and these bacteria generate 
a toxin that damages your respiratory tissue 
cells. The tissue left behind within two or 
three days forms a bulky, grey coating. This 
coating has the potential to cover tissues in 
your voice box, throat, nose and tonsils. For 
the infected person, breathing and swallowing 
become hard to do.

NCDC said complications due to 
diphtheria usually occur in the second and 
third week following infection.

T h i s  i n c l u d e s  c o r n e a l  s c a r r i n g 
(aggravated by vitamin A deficiency), 
encephalitis (more common in older children 
and adults, 0.1 per cent), diarrhoea, 
pneumonia (a major cause of death) and 
subacute sclerosing panencephalitis (rare, 
delayed complication; associated personality 
changes,  se izures,  motor  disabi l i ty, 
progressing to coma and death).

According to NCDC, “Case fatality 
ratios up to 10 per cent have been reported in 
diphtheria outbreaks and are higher in 
settings where diphtheria antitoxin (DAT) is 
unavailable.”

There are two main two main types of 
diphtheria; - classical respiratory and 
cutaneous.

Classical respiratory diphtheria is the 
most common type of diphtheria. It may affect 
the nose, throat, tonsils or larynx (voice box). 
“Symptoms can vary depending on where the 
affected membranes are located in the body. 
Some people call this condition pharyngeal 
diphtheria (diphtheria of the throat),” CDC 
added.

Cutaneous diphtheria is described as the 
rarest type of diphtheria, characterised by 
skin rash, sores or blisters, which can appear 
anywhere on your body. Cutaneous diphtheria 
is more common in tropical climates or 
crowded places where people live in unhealthy 
conditions.

In endemic settings and outbreaks, 
healthcare workers may be at greater risk of 
diphtheria than the general population. 
Consequently, NCDC advised that special 
attention should be paid to immunising 
healthcare workers (clinicians, laboratory 
scientists etc.) who may have occupational 
exposure to Corynebacterium diphtheriae.

Wednesday 1 - Thursday 2 February, 2023 

Preventing rising
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Opinion

O
ne challenge facing Nigeria 
is that of  weak democratic 
culture. Many Nigerians 

feel that they are powerless before 
powerful politicians and political 
godfathers. They believe that only 
the politicians and the godfathers 
have the power to determine who 
wins what election and who gets 
what favours after the election.

That is why politicians do 
everything possible to win the 
p r i m a r i e s  f o r  p r e s i d e n t i a l , 
gover norship  and leg is la t ive 
positions. They spend massively to 
buy the votes of  the delegates who 
will elect the candidates. The belief  
is that once they secure the party's 
ticket, it is a fait accompli that they 
will be elected by the electorate, 
especially if  their party is the 
p r e f e r r e d  o n e  w i t h i n  t h e i r 
constituency.

If  the February 2023 election 
can change that attitude, it will have 
achieved a lot. The democracy in 
Nigeria does not have deep roots. 
The people don't fully believe that 
power is in their hands. They believe 
that only the rich and powerful can 
win elections in Nigeria. That keeps 
many good people out of  politics.

When our second child was in 
Basic 2, he came back one day from 
school and announced excitedly that 
he had been elected the Class 
Captain of  Basic 2.  It was written all 
over him that he was very happy. 
With glee and a sense of  importance 
and accomplishment, he narrated 
the proceedings of  the election. 
A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m ,  h e  w a s 
nominated with two others to 
contest for the post of  the class 
captain. The class members voted 
for the three of  them. And at the end 
of  the election, he got 19 votes, while 
his other two fellow contestants got 
9 and 3 votes respectively.

I guess that the feat felt more 
satisfying to him because he was not 
appointed by the teachers. He was 
e lec ted by his  c lassmates :  a 
testimony that his classmates found 
him worthy to be their leader. The 
classmates had known him and his 
o the r  c l a s smate s.  They  had 
interacted from Basic 1 and pre-
primary classes. They had played 
together, quarrelled, fought, made 
up, and competed on many fronts. 
They had answered questions and 
found out each other's level of  
intelligence. They had seen who told 
the more interesting stories, who 
related with others better, who had 
more power to get the others to 
listen, or who was more confident 
than the others. Maybe if  it was by 
appointment, someone else would 
have been chosen as the class 
captain.

That got me thinking. Could 
the entrenchment of  democracy 
from the elementary school level 
help to change our attitude to 
democracy? Why did I ask that 
question? Right from the colonial 

days, we have been displaying a poor 
attitude to democracy. We brook no 
opposition. We treat opponents as 
enemies that must be crushed. Even 
after we have 'won' elections, we try 
to victimise anyone or community 
that did not vote for us. If  any of  our 
kinsmen or fellow member of  our 
ethnic group does not support our 
political ambition, he is branded a 
traitor and treated like a leper, 
perhaps for life. Nobody cares to 
know that the man has a right not to 
support his kinsman.

There is always a godfather that 
determines who should run for 
which political office. If  the 
godfather endorses you, then you 
are almost certain of  'winning' the 
election. But if  he does not endorse 
you, your name changes to OYO – 
On Your Own!

This anti-democratic mindset 
seemed to have sprung from our 
t r a d i t i o n a l  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l 
background. We grew up under the 
powerful kingship system. The king 
was a demi-god. Many a king had 
the power over life and death. His 
words were final. He brooked no 
o p p o s i t i o n .  A n y o n e  w h o 
challenged him was arrested and 
taught a lesson, which could include 
death. Everybody bowed and 
trembled before his majesty!

Even in the communities where 
there were no kings, there were also 
a council of  elders and priests whose 
words were final. Everyone was 
expected to conform to the norms, 
t r a d i t i o n s ,  a n d  d e c i s i o n s . 

Dissension was not tolerated. 
Once the community had taken a 
decision, that was it. You either 
conformed or got punished. If  you 
hated the decision so much that 
you could not obey it, you had the 
option of  leaving the community 
and settling in another community.

With this type of  background, 
it is not surprising to see that 
Niger ians are  intolerant  of  
contrary views or orientations. 
Anybody who expresses a different 
view on an issue is treated like an 
enemy of  the state rather than a 
partner in progress who just has a 
different idea about the route to the 
development of  the town, state or 
nation. Any criticism or genuine 
piece of  advice from any quarter is 
an irritation. The purveyors of  
s u c h  o p i n i o n s  a r e  t e r m e d 
'disgruntled elements' or “those 
working for their paymasters.” The 
only time all seems to be well is 
when everyone is hailing the 
leader. The election that makes the 
heart of  such leaders swell is that in 
which they or their party 'wins' in 
all the districts.

This cancer has even so much 
permeated our social and religious 
lives that those with minority 
religious or ethnic orientations are 
not tolerated. They are constantly 
attacked or victimised. Even when 
they are not physically harmed, 
they are hardly allowed to raise 
their heads or hold any positions in 
the communities. Forever, they are 

treated like outsiders or second-
class citizens. Even the most 
educated and most travelled join in 
upholding these injustices in the 
name of  defending their religion or 
ethnic group. Disappointingly, our 
national laws do little to defend 
minority rights.

Therefore, to ensure that we 
start curbing this ugly attitude, we 
need to inculcate a true democratic 
culture in people at an early age. 
For example, right from primary 
school, in addition to teaching 
c iv i c s,  pos i t ions  l i ke  c la s s 
pre fec t s/moni tors/capta ins 
should be made elective. The 
p u p i l s  s h o u l d  b e  m a d e  t o 
understand the importance of  
contesting elections right from the 
cradle. Although the teachers may 
know the pupil that would perform 
better as the captain, it is better to 
allow the pupils to elect their leader 
themselves. It helps to make the 
elected children see that they 
emerged as a result of  the goodwill 
they have among their classmates. 
That will make them accountable 
to their classmates, rather than a 
godfather (teacher or principal). 
That makes such child leaders to 
do their best to work in the interest 
of  those who elected them.

This will make the child to 
realise that his mates elected him to 
'serve' them, not to rule over them. 
He knows that they are watching to 
s e e  i f  h e  i s  l i v i n g  u p  t o 
expectations. He knows that even 

before the end of  the session 
(tenure), his classmates can vote 
him out, if  they are not happy with 
his performance. He also knows 
that he cannot bribe the entire 
classmates to vote for him if  he is 
not living up to their expectations. 
In addition, his other mates will 
also strive to be better in all the 
indices, so as to be considered 
above him during the next election.

Beyond helping to make our 
democracy stronger, it will also 
help to make our people better. 
Those who have dreams of  
becoming leaders will start from 
childhood to be above board. For 
example, someone who has a 
crooked streak knows that any 
time he comes out to contest for 
any political post, such a negative 
will be used against him. He 
cannot bank on a godfather 
bulldozing his way through the 
electoral system to get him into 
office.

Because it is said that you 
can't teach old dogs new tricks, our 
adults are as good as lost on the 
issue of  tolerance of  contrary 
opinions and minorities, but we 
can catch our children now that 
they are still malleable. We can 
inculcate the right democratic 
pr inciples  and tolerance of  
minorities in them. That will help 
us to create great leaders of  the 
f u t u r e  a n d  a l s o  a  g r e a t , 
harmonious and progressive 
nation.

Wednesday 1 - Thursday 2 February, 2023 
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Governor Ikpeazu of Abia State receiving the PDP NWA in Umuahia.

Ask Buhari about Nnamdi Kanu’s health
– Ohanaeze to S/East govs

T
he Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
worldwide has urged 
South East governors 

to reach out to President 
Muhammadu Buhari over 
the health status of  Nnamdi 
Kanu, leader of  the Indige-

nous People of  Biafra, IPOB.
The apex Igbo socio-cul-

tural group made the call 
amid claims that Kanu was 
being poisoned in the cus-
tody of  the Department of 
State Services, DSS, with 

Ohanaeze Secretary-Gener-
al, Okechukwu Isiguzoro, 
urging the Federal Govern-
ment to allow the IPOB lead -
er full access to his doctors.

Isiguzoro told newsmen: 
“Ohanaeze Ndigbo and 

DSS states position on alleged 
poisoning of Nnamdi Kanu

T
he Department of 
State Services, DSS, 
has dismissed reports 

of  poisoning Nnamdi Kanu, 
leader of  the Indigenous 
People of  Biafra, IPOB, in 
its custody.

DSS said the issue with 
Kanu was not political; 
hence Nigerians should dis-
countenance the report of 
poisoning.

There have been reports 
that DSS was poisoning 
Kanu in its custody.

It was claimed that some 
youths are planning to burn 
down government proper-
ties in the Southeast.

In line with this claim, 
IPOB accused DSS of  se-
cretly and systematically 
trying to kill Kanu by deny-
ing him access to his medi-
cal doctors.

However, an operative 
of  DSS who spoke on the 
ground of  anonymity, said 
Kanu is being treated well.

He said: “Nnamdi Kanu 
can’t be denied access to his 
doctors, and what is hap-
pening to him is political. 
Even if  the prisoner is a 
hardened criminal, we treat 
him well, so Kanu’s case is 

not different.
“There is no truth in the 

claim that DSS is poisoning 
Kanu; it’s all a lie – he has 
access to his doctors. How-
ever, he has his medical is-
sues, but he is not denied 
access to his doctors.

“You know we should not 
expect anything good from 
IPOB, their issue and agen-
da are against the govern-
ment so disregard all these 
reports.”

PDP NWC delegation storms Abia  

T
he Governor of  Abia 
State, Dr Okezie Ik-
peazu has assured the 

members of  the PDP in the 
State and across the coun-
try that the party remains 
strong, viable and united 
even as the party members 
mourn the death of  her gu-
bernatorial candidate, the 
Late Professor Eleazar Uche 
Ikonne.

The Governor made these 
remarks today while receiv-
ing a delegation of  the Na-
tional Working Committee 
of  the Party which was on 
a Condolence and Solidar-
ity Visit to the State at the 
Government House Umua-
hia. The Governor thanked 
the National Leadership of 
the party for their show of 
support and solidarity with 
the Abia State Chapter at 
this trying moment, assur-
ing that the Abia PDP shall 
rise from the ashes of  the 
current despair to record a 
massive victory at the elec-
tions, adding that the PDP 
remains the party of  choice 
in the State.

He used the opportunity 
to inform the delegation that 
the State Caucus of  the par-
ty met yesterday and agreed 
to retain the zoning formula 
which will lead to the emer-
gence of  the new candidate 
from Isiala Ngwa North 
LGA, the home LGA of  the 
Late Professor Ikonne.

Governor Ikpeazu told 

the delegation that the PDP 
remains the largest reservoir 
of  human resources in the 
politics of  Abia State, noting 
that practically all the Gu-
bernatorial Candidates of 
the other parties in the State 
are former PDP members, 
with a good number of  them 
leaving the party few weeks 
ago on account of  their per-
sonal ambitions which ran 
contrary to the position of 
the party.

He assured the delegation 
that the PDP will win all 
elections in Abia State.

Speaking earlier, the lead-
er of  the delegation and 
Deputy National Chairman, 
North of  the party, Ambas-
sador Umar Damagum told 
the Governor that the dele-
gation was in the State, first 
to condole with the Gover-

nor, party members and the 
entire people of  Abia State 
on the death of  Professor 
Uche Ikonne and, the flag-
bearer of  the party in the 
forthcoming elections in 
March.

He described the Late 
Professor Ikonne as an ac-
complished intellectual and 
experienced administrator 
whose emergence as Gov-
ernor of  Abia State would 
have led to the fast tracking 
of  development in the State. 

According to him, the 
National Chairman of  the 
party, Dr Iyorchia Ayu and 
the Presidential candidate, 
Alhaji Atiku Abubakar are 
deeply pained by the death 
of  Professor Ikonne who 
shared several developmen-
tal ideas with them.

 

South East governors will 
investigate the allegations 
of  the poisoning of  Nnamdi 
Kanu. FG should allow fam-
ily doctors to assess Nnamdi 
Kanu so that Ndigbo can 
quench the incitement of  vi-
olence.

 “The South East gover-
nors should quickly reach 
out to President Buhari to 
ascertain the degree of  the 
alleged sickness of  Nnamdi 
Kanu.”

Lately, there have been 
reports accusing the Depart-
ment of  State Services, DSS, 
of  poisoning Kanu in its cus-
tody.

IPOB had accused DSS 
of  secretly killing Kanu by 
refusing him access to his 
doctors and adequate medi-
cations.

However, an operative of 
the secret police denied the 
allegation, stressing that the 
IPOB leader was being taken 
care of  in custody.

… Ahead of  Guber Bye-primary election

Gov. Uzodimma flags off free medical outreach in
partnership with diaspora physicians

T
he Imo State Governor, 
Distinguished Senator 
Hope Uzodimma has 

flagged off  the free medical 
mission in partnership with 
the Association of  Nigerian 
Physicians in America.

In his address at the Imo 
State Speacialist Hospital, 
Umuguma, Governor Uzod-
imma disclosed that the free 
medical mission is to support 
indigent Imo citizens with 
medical challenges. 

The Governor commended 

the members of  the Associ-
ation of  Nigerian Physicians 
in America for their selfless 
services to Ndi Imo and the 
humanity at large. 

Speaking earlier, the Imo 
State Commissioner for 
Health, Dr. Success Prosper 
Ohayagha, disclosed the par-
ticipation of  Federal Univer-
sity Teaching Hospital Owerri 
(FUTHO), Imo State Special-
ist Hospital Owerri, and Re-
gents in the exercise.

According to the commis-

sioner, this is a way of  helping 
indigent citizens and less priv-
ilege in the society by solving 
medical challenges free of 
charge with the Shared Pros-
perity Government of  Sena-
tor Hope Uzodimma as “the 
total backbone of  this free 
Medical mission”. 

The President of  the Asso-
ciation of  Nigerian Physicians 
in America, Dr Chinyere An-
yaogu in an interview com-
mended the turnout of  people 
for the free medical outreach 

which enables them achieve a 
healthier world. 

The free medical mission 
in Imo features successful 
surgeries like myomectomy, 
herniorrhaphy and eye sur-
geries among other medical 
treatments which will last till 
Friday, 3rd February, 2023. 

One of  the beneficiaries 
of  the fibroid surgery appre-
ciated the Governor and the 
medical team for helping peo-
ple like her who couldn’t have 
afforded the surgery.

Again, Nigeria falls on corruption rating

N
igeria has fallen 
four places on the 
latest Corruption 

Perception Index (CPI) 
ranking released by Trans-
parency International (TI) 
on Tuesday.

Although the country 
maintained its previous 
year’s score of  24 out of  100 
points, it fell from 150th to 
154th position out of180 

countries assessed in the 
2022 ranking.

The CPI is TI’s tool for 
measuring the levels of  cor-
ruption in the systems of 
various countries around 
the world. The maximum 
points a country can score 
is 100 points, and the least 
is zero. Zero signifies the 
worst-performing country 
and 100, is the best-ranked.

The latest ranking may 
be an indicator that the 
country’s fight against cor-
ruption has stalled and pro-
duced little results.

Many consider the Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari 

administration’s pardon 
granted to two jailed former 
governors – Joshua Dariye 
of  Plateau State and Jolly 
Nyame of  Taraba State – in 
2022 as a major setback in 
the country’s anti-corrup-
tion efforts.

As of  the time the two 
former governors were par-
doned in April 2022, their 
convictions and sentencing 
had been affirmed by the 
Supreme Court and they 
had yet to serve half  the 
length of  their jail time.

The prosecution of  the 
former governors which 
started under the previous 

administration lasted over 
10 years with the Economic 
and Financial Crimes Com-
mission (EFCC) having to 
expend scarce public funds 
to see the case to the end.

In previous years, Nigeria 
had experienced a consecu-
tive drop in the CPI rank-
ing. It scored 26 in 2019, 25 
in the 2020 assessment, and 
24 in the last 2021 record.

The Nigerian authorities, 
on the other hand, have 
always criticised any unfa-
vourable TI’s reports that 
point to worsening corrup-
tion in the country.

It claimed last year, in 

… 150th to 154th position out of  180 countries assessed in the 2022 ranking

reaction to the 2021 assess-
ment, that the global an-
ti-corruption body lacked 
the basis upon which it 
could rank Nigeria.

According to Transpar-
ency International Chair, 
Delia Rubio, global corrup-
tion levels have been stag-
nant for 11 years in a row.

“Corruption has made 
our world a more danger-
ous place. As governments 
have collectively failed to 
make progress against it, 
they fuel the current rise in 
violence and conflict – and 
endanger people every-
where. 

“The only way out is for 
states to do the hard work, 
rooting out corruption at 
all levels to ensure govern-
ments work for all people, 
not just an elite few.”



Ebonyi PDP inaugurates Elders Council, 
vows to take power back

News

Nnamdi Kanu in pains, needs urgent 
surgery – Ifeanyi Ejiofor cries out
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T
he lawyer of  Nnam-
di Kanu the detained 
leader of  the Indige-

nous People Of  Biafra IPOB 
Barrister Ifeanyi Ejiofor 
has cried out that his client 
Nnamdi Kanu needs urgent 
medical surgery to address his 
deteriorating health.

Ejiofor disposed this on 
Monday 30th January 2023 
after his visit to Nnamdi 
Kanu in DSS headquarters in 
Abuja.

Ejiofor also decries the fail-
ure of  the Nigerian Depart-
ment of  Security Service DSS 
for their act of  wickedness 
by not taken care of  Nnam-
di Kanu as they have refused 
to administer any drugs on 
Nnamdi Kanu.

He also revealed that their 
particular concern is the fact 
that the DSS have no ade-
quate medical facilities to 
treat Kanu’s deteriorating 
health condition adding that 
Kanu seriously lamented 
about severe pains particular-
ly on his left ear.

He equally narrated how 
the DSS doctor had emphat-
ically told his client (Kanu) 
that if  after 45 days from No-
vember 18, 2022, when he 
was examined, his case had 
not improved, then he must 
undergo immediate surgery 
to save whatever remains of 
his left ear.

The Statement Reads
Today’s visit to our inde-

fatigable Client – Onyendu 

Mazi Nnamdi Kanu- at the 
DSS detention facility, Abu-
ja, where he is still being un-
constitutionally held, was led 
by our erudite Lead Counsel 
– Professor Mike Ozekome, 
SAN,CON, OFR.

Our indefatigable Lead 
Counsel seized the opportu-
nity offered by the visit to dis-
cuss the present health condi-
tion of  Onyendu. Onyendu 
carefully narrated to him the 
non-provision of  proper med-
ical care to the barrage of 
life-threatening illnesses he is 
faced with.

Of  very particular concern 
is the fact that the DSS have 
no adequate medical facilities 
to treat Onyendu’s deteriorat-
ing health condition.

Onyendu seriously lament-
ed about severe pains particu-
larly on his left ear. He also 
recounted that a previous 
scan at the instance of  the 
SSS revealed that he must 
undergo an advanced surgical 
procedure to repair his left ear 
drum that has become greatly 
impaired by the severe torture 
and beating he received from 
agents of  the Federal Gov-
ernment when he was forci-
bly kidnapped in Kenya and 
savagely renditioned back to 
Nigeria in June, 2021.

Generally, Onyendu needs 
urgent advanced medical 
treatment and surgical opera-
tion to address his deteriorat-
ing health condition,especial-
ly on his left ear. He narrated 
how the DSS doctor had 
emphatically told him that if 
after 45 days from Novem-
ber 18, 2022, when he was 
examined, his case had not 
improved, and then he must 
undergo immediate surgery 
to save whatever remains of 
his left ear. He lamented that 
several reminders and pleas 
that the DSS carried out their 
own medical doctor’s instruc-
tions have met a brick wall. 
Being held in a solitary con-
finement, the DSS has also 
bluntly refused him access to 
his private doctor for inde-
pendent medical assessment 
as ordered by the court.

Our legal Iroko, Oze-
khome, painstakingly took 
comprehensive notes of 
Onyendu’s entire medical 
concerns and has immediate-

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Peoples Democrat-
ic Party (PDP) Ebonyi 
State has inaugurat-

ed its Elders Council ahead 
of  the forthcoming general 
elections. The members of 
the council who were drawn 
from the 13 local govern-
ment area and Abakaliki 
Urban has the former Acting 
National Secretary of  the 
PDP, Hon. Barr. Onwe S. 
Onwe as Chairman. 

The inauguration of  the 
council which was conduct-
ed by the Deputy Gover-
norship Candidate, Senator 
Paulinus Igwe Nwagu who 
stood in for the Dr. Ifeanyi 
Chukwuma Odii, the Eb-
onyi PDP Governorship 
candidate took place at the 
ANYI G’EMEYA Cam-
paign Council Headquarters 
in Abakaliki.

Inaugurating the Council, 
Sen. Igwe Nwagu called on 
the elders to see their nomi-

Cardinal Okpaleke in a photo pose with Knights of Saint John International, 
Commandery four-three-four and LAUX three-six-three in Awka.

ly swung into action with full 
legal initiatives to forestall any 
untoward eventualities.

The man of  letters spent 
quality time in his briefing 
with Onyendu, as he updat-
ed Onyendu on the current 
status of  our appeal before 
the Supreme Court which the 
Federal Government is delib-
erately forestalling.

In view of  the length of 
time allotted to our erudite 
Lead Counsel for this all-im-
portant briefing, and consid-
ering the overall time limit for 
the visit which does not even 
permit a joint conference of 
two lawyers with Onyendu’s, 
I could not personally meet 
with Onyendu today. I will 
therefore meet with him on 

nations as a call to active ser-
vice and their duties mainly 
revolves around guidance of 
the party leaders and mem-
bers on best ways to win the 
coming elections as well as 
providing technical support 
to all arms of  the party in its 
quest rescue and recover Eb-
onyi from the strangle hold 
of  usurpers of  the peoples’ 
mandate. 

Sen. Nwagu assured the 
elders that the leaders of 
the PDP “shall ensure the 
safety and protection of  all 
members and supporters of 
the party in the state.” Com-
menting on the task ahead, 
Sen. Nwagu reiterated the 
determination of  the PDP 
to take back power in the 
state, noting that “the gover-
norship seat of  the state has 
gone round the three sen-
atorial districts of  the state 
and can now start from an-
ywhere.”

Speaking further, Sen. 
Nwagu said that Ebonyi 
people cannot “sacrifice ca-

Thursday.
Meanwhile, the suit which 

we had earlier filed to compel 
the Department of  State Ser-
vices and its Director Gener-
al, to allow Onyendu access 
to his medical doctors and 
medical records comes up this 
week before the Federal High 
Court, Abuja.

As usual, Onyendu 
thanked you all, millions of 
his irrepressible followers and 
dogged supporters for stand-
ing shoulder- to- shoulder 
with him in this trying peri-
od. He is thankful, more im-
portantly, for your unceasing 
prayers, even as he urged you 
all to continue to sustain the 
prevailing peaceful tempo as 
you have always done.

pacity, honesty and integrity 
on the platter of  rotation.”

In his remarks, the Direc-
tor General of  the ANYI 
G’EMEYA Campaign 
Council, Chief  Augustine 
Igwe Edeze, MON said that 
“there is no longer doubt 
that the PDP in Ebonyi State 
is poised for victory” as all 
encumbrances have been 
properly vacated by the hand 
of  God.

Narrating the various 
threats that some clannish 
people were throwing at 
him over his leadership of 
the ANYI G’EMEYA cam-
paign Council, Chief  Edeze 
assured the elders and all 
members of  the PDP that 
he was ready and committed 
to the job until victory was 
achieved because it was evi-
dent that the will and hand 
of  God was upon the PDP in 
Ebonyi State.  

In his acceptance speech, 
the Chairman of  the Elders 
Council and former Acting 
National Secretary of  the 

PDP, Rt. Hon.  Barr. Onwe 
S. Onwe assured the party 
that he was encouraged by 
the caliber of  members of 
the council and therefore 
“assures that the confidence 
reposed in them will not be 
regretted by the party.” 

The members of  the 
Elders Council include, 
Pharm. Nwiboko Keneth 
Oyemaechi, Hon. Emma-
nuel Nwandegu, Chief  Agu 
Okpani, Hon. Hilary Egwu, 
Chief  Anthony Nwankwe-
gu, Chief  Godwin Nwode, 
Barr. Felix Mgbada, MON, 
Hon. Samuel Mgbada, Sir 
Kevin Nwankwo,  Chief 
Oliver N. U. Eze, Mr. David-
son Nwali, Engr. Princewill 
Oke, Chief  Monday Okoro, 
Hon Evang Okereke Chris-
monk, Hon. Paul Ogbonna 
Others are,  Chief  Boniface 
Ofoke, Hon. Moses Nwobe-
gu,  Prof.Sunday N. Agwu, 
Dr. Obasi Ekwe, Chief  Hon 
Chijioke Igwe Uwa, Chief 
John Igboke and Chief  Em-
manuel Ugbala.

‘Fake news’ -  Nwankwo Kanu 
denies endorsing Tinubu

N
wankwo Kanu, for-
mer Super Eagles 
forward, says he did 

not endorse any candidate 
contesting for president.

In a video posted on his 
Twitter page on Friday, Kanu 
urged Nigerians to regard 
claims of  his endorsement of 
any candidate as “fake, wick-
ed news”.

An old clip of  the former 
footballer praising Bola Tinu-
bu, presidential candidate of 
the All Progressives Congress 
(APC), had recently gone vi-
ral.

In the video, which was 
captured in March 2022 dur-
ing a visit to commemorate 
Tinubu’s 70th birthday, Kanu 
recounted that the APC can-
didate was one of  the first do-
nors to his foundation when 
it stated.

Supporters of  the APC 
presidential candidate had in-
terpreted the video as the for-

mer Arsenal FC player pledg-
ing his support for Tinubu.

Addressing the situation, 
Kanu said he is not a politi-
cian and warned purveyor 
of  the claims to “not try to 
destroy what you cannot de-
stroy”.

“I have said it and I will say 
it again. I am not a politician 
but a footballer. Whoever is 
spreading fake news that I 
asked you to vote for some-
body,” the ex-international 
said.

 “I do not do such. My life 
is all about football. That is 
my field and I am proud of 
it. This is the last time: stop 
spreading fake, wicked news 
against Papilo. I am here to 
help people. Do not try to 
destroy what you cannot de-
stroy.”

Kanu called on Nigerians 
to get their PVCs and” “vote 
for the best” to “make Nigeria 
better”.

In Anambra, Knights of St. John Int’l 
honours Cardinal Okpalaeke
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
wka Knights of  Saint 
John International, 
Commandery four-

three-four and LAUX three-
six-three, during the week-
end honoured their former 
spiritual adviser, the Catholic 
Bishop of  Ekwulobia Diocese 
and one of  the new Cardinals 
of  the Catholic Church, Peter 
Cardinal Okpalaeke.

The event which took place 
at the St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
church, Awka with a pontifi-
cal high mass culminated into 
a grand civic reception with 
friends and grand patrons 
present.

Speaking during the hom-
ily, Cardinal Okpalaeke 
charged the knights to emu-

late the life of  Saint Thom-
as Aquinas who gave up 
everything for Christ and 
emerged victorious in all the 
challenges of  life. He charged 
them to hold on to their faith 
which he noted is the root of 
their salvation and the basis 
for Christianity.

Cardinal Okpaleke howev-
er called on all eligible voters 
to vote all creditable leaders 
who will save the country 
from the current economic 
recession. In an opening re-
mark, Chairman on the oc-
casion, Sir Joseph Oyego, ad-
monished that the Knight of 
St John, Awka Commandary 
are blessed to be part of  Car-
dinal Okpalaeke’s spiritual 
journey as they learnt a lot 
from him when he was their 
spiritual director.



News

2023: UN assures commitment to credible
election in Nigeria 

T
he Deputy Secre-
tary-General of  the 
United Nations and 

Chair of  the United Nations 
Sustainable Group, Ms. 
Amina Mohammed, has 
charged the Nigerian Bar 
Association (NBA) to en-
sure the success of  the 2023 
general elections.

Mohammed, who gave the 
charge in a keynote address 
she delivered at the State of 
the Nation Dialogue, also 
tasked the umbrella body of 
lawyers in the country, to de-
vice mechanism that would 
effectively manage conflicts 
that may arise from the con-
duct of  the elections which 
commences on February 
25 with the presidential and 
National Assembly polls.

Speaking at the State of 
the Nation Dialogue, she 
also tasked the umbrella 
body of  lawyers in the coun-
try, to device mechanism 
that would effectively man-
age conflicts that may arise 
from the conduct of  the 
elections which commenc-
es on February 25, with the 
presidential and National 
Assembly polls.

The State of  the Nation 
Dialogue which is a maiden 

program of  the NBA, had 
as focus: ‘Security, Econo-
my and Administration of 
Justice,’ and also had in at-
tendance experts and profes-
sionals from relevant fields 
as well as seven presidential 
candidates.

According to Moham-
med, INEC has made a gi-
ant stride in ensuring a cred-
ible, free and fair election in 
the country.

She assured of  the Unit-
ed Nations’ commitment to 
ensuring a credible election 
in Nigeria, just as she made 
case for increase in the num-
ber of  women in the politics 
of  the country.

In his remarks, the Nation-
al President of  the NBA, Mr. 
Yakubu Maikyau, on behalf 
of  lawyers in the country 
admitted failing the nation 
in the area of  providing di-
rection and leadership for 
Nigeria, a situation which 
he said was responsible for 
the unfortunately situation 
the country finds itself  pres-
ently.

Maikyau, while noting 
that lawyers were first and 
foremost called to serve the 
cause of  justice, lamented a 
drift to pursuit of  fame and 

money.
While apologising to Ni-

gerians for failing over the 
years to ensure right and 
quality leadership in the 
helms of  affairs, Maikyau 
assured that the lawyers 
would henceforth turn a 
new leaf.

While stating that lawyers 
have what it takes to bring 
about the leadership that 
will bring the succour and 
freedom Nigerians deserve, 

the NBA president, harped 
on the need to continuous-
ly engage government at all 
levels and thereby generate 
discussions that will provide 
Nigerians with sufficient in-
formation to guide them in 
making their choice of  per-
sons to occupy elective offic-
es in the upcoming general 
elections.

He said, “Nigerians must 
be satisfied, given the con-
crete realities of  our nation, 

with the practical solutions 
that are being proposed by 
those seeking elective offic-
es with the current security, 
economic and political chal-
lenges.

Panelists who spoke on 
issues relating to security, 
economy and justice urged 
the presidential candidates 
present to shun religious and 
ethnic considerations in gov-
ernance.

They also made a case for 
the engagement of  compe-
tent and capable hands that 
would quickly bring about 
the much needed dividends 

Crowds at the APC Presidential rally in Anambra State on Tuesday.

DSS arrests syndicates selling new 
Naira notes,Bank officials implicated

T
he Department of 
State Services (DSS) 
says it has intercepted 

some members of  organised 
syndicates involved in the 
sale of  the new redesigned 
naira notes.

According to a statement 
on Monday by DSS spokes-
man, Dr Peter Afunanya, 
the Service in the course of 
its operations, also estab-
lished that some Commer-
cial Bank officials are aiding 
the economic malfeasance.

Consequently, the Service 
warned the currency racket-
eers to desist from this igno-
ble act. The DSS also urged 
appropriate regulatory au-
thorities to step up monitor-
ing and supervisory activi-
ties to expeditiously address 
the emerging trends.

Dr Afunanya noted that 
the Service has ordered its 
Commands and Formations 
to further ensure that all per-
sons and groups engaged in 
the illegal sale of  the notes 
are identified.

The Service through its 
spokesman urged anyone 
with useful information re-
lating to the illegal sale of 
the new naira notes, to pass 
the details to the relevant au-
thorities.

Resident doctors suspend planned nationwide strike

T
he Nigerian Asso-
ciation of  Resident 
Doctors (NARD) has 

shelved its plan to embark on 
an industrial action.

This comes after the Na-
tional Executive Committee 
(NEC) meeting of  the as-
sociation in Uyo, the Akwa 
Ibom State capital, where 
it reviewed the progress on 
their demands.

The doctors had threat-
ened to embark on a nation-
wide strike earlier this month 
over the inability of  the gov-
ernment to address their de-
mands.

They an upward review 
of  the medical residency 
training fund, non-payment 
of  outstanding arrears of 
the new hazard allowance, 
as well as the non-payment 
of  the consequential adjust-
ment of  the minimum wage 
to some of  its members.

However, at the end of 
the NEC meeting, the doc-
tors commended the Federal 
Government for the timely 
release of  the reviewed circu-

lar on the medical residency 
training fund.

The committee also hailed 
the Minister of  Labour and 
Employment for the other 
steps taken to upscale the wel-
fare of  its members

The doctors however asked 
that the Federal Government 
to pay all other outstanding 
arrears owed its members.

They also appealed to the 
Nigeria Governors’ Forum 
to prevail on the governors of 
Abia, Ekiti, Imo, and Ondo 
states, whom according to 
them are still owing salaries 
of  their members ranging 
from three months to 25 
months.

INEC urges Nigerians to 
Monitor Saturday’s Mock 
BVAS Accreditation 

The Independent Nation-
al Electoral Commission 
(INEC) has urged registered 
voters in the 436 designated 
Polling Units (PUs) nation-
wide to participate in Sat-
urday’s mock accreditation 
exercise with the Bimodal 
Voter Accreditation System 

(BVAS).
The INEC Chairman, Prof. 

Mahmood Yakubu, made the 
call yesterday in Abuja, when 
he received a delegation of 
the International Foundation 
for Electoral Systems (IFES), 
led by its president, Mr An-
thony Banbury.

He also urged registered 
voters who had yet to col-
lect their Permanent Voters’ 
Cards (PVCs) to use the op-
portunity of  the extension of 
the deadline to collect them.

He said INEC was com-
mitted to free, fair and cred-
ible elections and the will of 
Nigerians would prevail.

“One of  the things that 
we have decided to do is to 
ensure that we test run the 
device by conducting a mock 
accreditation exercise. We 
have announced that this ex-
ercise is going to happen on 
Saturday, February 4, mean-
ing it is going to happen this 
weekend.

“So once again, I seize the 
opportunity of  this visit to 
appeal to Nigerians to please 

go to the designated polling 
units. We have 436 of  them, 
12 PUs in each state of  the 
federation and four in the 
FCT so that they can test run 
this device.

“In the unlikely event of 
challenges, we have time be-
tween the conclusion of  the 
exercise and the general elec-
tions to respond to the chal-
lenges. But we are very happy 
with the functionality of  the 
machines so far, particularly 
the tests carried out on the 
number of  machines received 
in preparation for the general 
elections,” Yakubu said.

He urged civil society or-
ganisations (CSOs), the me-
dia, political parties and Ni-
gerians across the board to 
observe where they wished in 
the deployment of  the BVAS 
for the mock exercise on Sat-
urday.

On the preparations for the 
2023 general elections, Yaku-
bu said INEC had made tre-
mendous progress in terms 
of  acquisition and delivery of 
materials for the election.

… Appeals to  Abia, Imo, Ekiti, Ondo states to offset arrears

He said the largest chunk 
of  materials required for the 
election, both sensitive and 
non-sensitive, were already in 
various locations.

The INEC boss said ba-
sically, INEC was good to 
go and that by February 9, 
the commission would com-
mence the training of  elec-
tion duty staff.

Yakubu said having re-
leased the timetable for the 
election in February 2022 
and identified 14 activities, 
the commission has success-
fully implemented 12 activ-
ities, thus only two activities 
are outstanding.

He said, “The first one is 
the end of  the campaign by 
political parties, which by 
law is 24 hours before polling 
day, which is going to be on 
the 23rd of  February for the 
presidential election and the 
state governorship and State 
Assembly and then the Elec-
tion Day proper, which is on 
the 25th of  February for the 
presidential and National As-
sembly on the 11th of  March 
for the state elections.”

Speaking earlier, Banbury 
said whatever happens in 
Nigeria’s forthcoming elec-
tions would have an impact 
on other elections coming up 
this year around the globe.

… Charges lawyers to ensure success of  forth-coming polls
of  democracy.

Amongst the presidential 
candidates in attendance 
were: Hamza Al-mustapha 
of  the Action Alliance (AA), 
Omoyele Sowore, African 
Action Congress ( AAC); 
Dumebi Kachukwu, Afri-
can Democratic Congress 
(ADC); Sani Yusuf, Action 
Democratic Party (ADP); 
Prof  Peter Umeadi, All Pro-
gressives Grand Alliance 
(APGA), Prince Adewole 
Adebayo, Social Democrat-
ic Party (SDP) and Daniel 
Nwanyanwu of  the Zenith 
Labour Party (ZLP).
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turns to have unlawful 
carnal knowledge of  the 
young lady and as well 
forced her to transfer money 
into a bank account before 
she was abandoned to her 
fate at the scene.

“Upon interrogation, 
the suspects confessed to the 
crime. One dane gun, which 
they used for the criminal 
activity, and the Infinix 
mobile phone belonging to 
the victim, were recovered 
from the suspects,” the 
police spokesman added. 

Also paraded was a 46-
year-old man, Success 
Samuel, who was arrested 
over the alleged killing of  a 
65-year-old man, Moshood 
Orolade, in Ibadan, the state 
capital. 

It had reported that 
Orolade was murdered in 
cold blood on Tuesday, 
January 3, 2023, at his 
residence at Alakia in the 
Egbeda Local Government 
Area of  the state.

create sufficient deposits to 
promote the credibility of  his 
own company (IDID Nigeria 
Limited).

Uwujaren, the operations 
were carried out in Zone 4 
and Dei Dei axis of  the 
Federal Capital Territory 
between Saturday and 
Monday. 

H e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e 
o p e r a t i o n  f o l l o w e d 
intelligence on activities of  
unscrupulous currency 

insulted and assaulted 
Bilikisu while she was 
removing a dead rat at the 
backdoor.

“The defendant (Lola) 
started beating her (Bilikisu) 
with a broom, calling her a 
witch and later went into the 
kitchen to get boiled water 
from the fire and poured it 
on her body, leaving her 

face, breasts and other parts 
of  her body severely burnt,” 
the charge sheet reads.

“The victim was later 
rushed to Cottage Hospital, 
Olorunshogo, Ilorin, where 
s h e  wa s  a d m i t t e d  f o r 
treatment,”

The prosecutor, ASP 
Zacheus Folorunsho, urged 
the court to remand the 

accused in custody pending 
the completion of  police 
investigation on the matter

 In his ruling, Magistrate 
Ibrahim Dasuki, granted 
the prosecutor's application 
and ordered that Lola 
should be remanded at Oke-
Kura correctional facility in 
Ilorin, Kwara State.

“As our personnel have 
arrested seven suspects for 
s e l l i n g  a d u l t e r a t e d 
petroleum products in Jos, 
and this  was achieved 
t h r o u g h  i n t e l l i g e n c e 
gathered from the public.

“Also, our personnel 
apprehended a fuel tanker 
meant to deliver 45,000 
litres of  PMS to Mangu 
LGA of  Plateau State but 
was diverted to Jos, the state 
capital.

According to him, “The 
Nigeria Security and Civil 
Defence Corps Special 
Intelligence Squad, based 
on intelligence gathered, 
stormed a building close to 
the NNPC mega fuel station 
in Jos, which is believed to 
b e  a  f a c i l i t y  w h e r e 
adul terated petroleum 
products are processed.”

“ S e v e r a l  i t e m s , 
including 35 rubber drums 
c o n t a i n i n g  s u s p e c t e d 
adulterated diesel and four 
ve h i c l e s  w i t h  l o c a l ly 
constructed tanks filled with 
premium motor spirits, 
were discovered at the 
premises of  the building”, 
he explained.

He assured that the 
suspects would be charged 
t o  c o u r t  a f t e r  t h e 

investigation.

T h e  N S C D C 

Spokesman appealed to the 

citizenry to always inform 

security operatives about 

such criminal acts within 

their communities.

 t o u r i s t  g u i d e , 

AAdesanya Oresanya, 
h a s  a c c u s e d  a n 

o f f i c i a l  o f  t h e  N i g e r i a 
Immigration Service, Bako 
Doma, of  extorting N200, 000 
f r o m  h i m  f o r  p a s s p o r t 
renewal. 

The applicant, who spoke 
a l s o ,  a l l e g e d  t h a t  t h e 
immigrat ion off icer  had 
stopped taking his calls. 

He claimed he applied for 
passport renewal at the NIS 
headquarters in Abuja in April 
2021. 

Oresanya explained that he 
decided to seek the assistance 
of  the immigration officer 
b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w a s  a g e 
discrepancy in his old passport 
and some of  his documents.

 

demobilized. 
The anti-graft agency 

also urged financial market 
o p e r a t o r s  t o  e n s u r e 
c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e 
gu ide l ines  s e t  by  the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria. 

It added, “The suspects 
h a v e  m a d e  u s e f u l 
statements, including a 
disclosure that they were 
acting in cohort with some 
unscrupulous officials of  
Money Deposit Banks. 

“The commission will 
extend the operation to all 
the major commercial 
centres of  the country until 
all the syndicates involved 
in the illegal trade are 
demobilized. Financial 
system operators are also 
warned to desist from the 
sharp practices or risk arrest 
and prosecution. 

“Zonal commanders of  
the EFCC also met with 
officials of  various banks in 
their commands in an effort 
to ascertain the volume of  
the new notes issued to the 
commercial banks and how 
the banks were dispensing 
t h e  m o n i e s  t o  t h e i r 
customers.” 

“ T h e  c o m m a n d e r s 
urged the financial market 
o p e r a t o r s  t o  e n s u r e 
c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e 
gu ide l ines  s e t  by  the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria 
while disclosing that they 
have dispatched operatives 
across their Commands to 
m o n i t o r  t h e  l eve l  o f  
compliance by banks and 
other operators in the 
financial market.”

he Oyo State Police TC o m m a n d  h a s 
p a r a d e d  n i n e 

suspects arrested for crimes 
ranging from kidnapping 
and armed robbery to rape 
and illegal possession of  
firearms. 

The state Police Public 
Relations Officer, Adewale 
Osifeso, who paraded the 
suspects before newsmen at 
the command headquarters 
in Eleyele on Monday, said 
a lady (name withheld), 
went to visit her friend at 
Alakia, Ibadan, and on 
getting to the community 
around 9pm was accosted at 
a desolate spot by three 
night security guards. 

“In a rather twisted turn 
of  events, the young lady, 
having been dispossessed of  
her mobile phone, was 
whisked to another desolate 
spot, where she was held till 
about 01.25 am the next day. 

“In furtherance of  the 
above, the three guards took 

 Federal High Court 

Asitting in Lagos on 
Monday sentenced a 

b u s i n e s s m a n ,  Ke n n e t h 
Amadi, the Chief  Executive 
Officer of  IDID Nigeria 
L imi ted ,  to  18  months 
imprisonment over N2.9bn 
fraud.

 Justice Ambrose Lewis-
Allagoa handed down the 
sentence after finding him 
guilty of  counts four and five 
of  the criminal charges made 
against him by the Federal 
Government of  Nigeria, 
through the Office of  the 
Attorney General of  the 
Federation.

The judge held that the 
sentence was without an 
option of  a fine and equally 
ordered that IDID Nigeria 
Limited be liquidated with 
immediate effect.

Amadi and his company, 
IDID Nigeria Limited, were 
arraigned before the court by 
the government after he 
defrauded Eunisell of  the said 
sum while he was the Chief  
Operating Officer of  the 
company.

One of  the charges against 
the  de fendants  inc lude 
receiving and obtaining by 
false pretence, with intent to 
defraud, the sum of  N2, 
900,000,000 belonging to 
Eunisell Limited from A-Z 
Petroleum Ltd and Ammasco 
International Ltd; omitting 
and making full and true 
entry thereof  in the books and 
accounts; suppression of  data 
in respect of  the financial 
transfer to Eunisell Limited; 
and converting the same 
amount without authority to 

he Economic and TFinancial Crimes 
Commission has 

said it arrested members of  
a syndicate of  currency 
racketeers hoarding and 
trading in the redesigned 
Naira notes in Abuja. 

According to the EFCC 
spokesperson,  Wilson 

A
n  I l o r i n 

Magistrate's Court 
has remanded a 42-

year-old housewife, Lola 
A b d u l s a l a m ,  i n  a 
Correctional facility for 
allegedly pouring hot water 
on her co-wife, Bilikisu 
Abdulsalam.

According to the police, 
the defendant reportedly 

The Nigeria Security 
and Civil Defence 
Cor ps,  NSCDC, 

Commandant General's 
Special Intelligence Squad 
has arrested seven persons 
fo r  r e por ted ly  se l l ing 
adul terated petroleum 
products, in Jos, the Plateau 
State Capital.

T h e  N S C D C  a l s o 
intercepted a fuel tanker 
w i t h  4 5 , 0 0 0  l i t r e s  o f  
p remium motor  sp i r i t 
meant to be offloaded at the 
Mangu Local Government 
Area of  the state.

The tanker, which was 
diverted to Jos North LGA 
of  the state, was arrested, 
w i t h  s u p p o r t  f r o m 
operatives of  the state 
command, following some 
intelligence gathered on the 
situation.

Spokesman of  the state 
command of  the NSCDC, 
Chrisantus Longbit, who 
made the disclosure, said, 
“ T h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e 
government to arrest and 
deal with those sabotaging 
its efforts to tackle the recent 
scarcity of  premium motor 
spirit is yielding positive 
results.

speculators  who were 
exploi t ing c i t izens by 
offering them the new naira 
notes for foreign currencies 
at below the going rate.

The action came a day 
after the governor of  the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria, 
Godwin Emefile, said the 
a p e x  b a n k  w o u l d 
c o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h  l aw 
enforcement agencies such 
as  the  EFCC and the 
I n d e p e n d e n t  C o r r u p t 
P r a c t i c e s  a n d  O t h e r 
R e l a t e d  O f f e n c e s 
Commission, to track such 
heavy withdrawals. 

C o r r e s p o n d e n c e 
reported that the CBN also 
extended the deadline for 
the validity of  the old 
N200, N500 and N1,000 
N a i r a  n o t e s  f r o m  3 1 
January to 10 February. 

Also, on Monday, the 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S t a t e 
Security Service revealed 
that its operatives arrested 
some currency traders who 
have turned the sale of  
newly redesigned notes into 
brisk business.

The secret police also 
a l l e g e d  t h a t  t h e 
perpetrators were working 
in cahoots with officials of  
commercial banks. 

Meanwhile, the EFCC 
fur ther  noted that  i t s 
findings revealed that some 
of  the money traders are 
working with officials of  
Money Deposit Banks, 
adding that it'll extend its 
operation to all major 
commercial centres across 
t h e  c o u n t r y  u n t i l  a l l 
syndicates involved in the 
i l l e g a l  t r a d e  a r e 
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Three Oyo guards gang-rape lady for four hours

EFCC arrests new naira notes hoarders in Abuja 
Court jails bizman 18
months for N2.9bn fraud 

NSCDC arrests 7 for selling adulterated
fuel

Tourist guide
laments extortion
for passport
renewal

Woman bathes Co-wife with hot water
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he Valdai Discussion TClub has held brain-
storming session on 

the topic “Russia and South 
Africa: Is Africa closer than it 
seems?” aimed at critically 
assessing their  bi lateral 
relationship and concretizing 
developments between these 
two members of  BRICS. 
South Africa, this year, holds 
the current chair of  BRICS.

R e c o r d s  s h o w  t h a t 
bilateral relations between 
Russia and the Republic of  
South Africa have evolved 
i n t o  a  p a r t n e r s h i p 
characterized by mutual 
respect  in recent  years. 
Cooperation between the two 
c o u n t r i e s  i s  b e i n g 
implemented on all tracks – 
both at the official diplomatic 
level, and through NGOs and 
in the economic sphere. 
Russia and South Africa 
c o o p e r a t e  i n  g l o b a l 
international platforms, such 
as the UN and G20.

Notwithstanding, there 
are still doubts and many 
questions relating to the 
relationship. For example – 
How can one characterize the 
current relations between 
Russia and South Africa? In 
what areas is cooperation 
between the two countries 
most promising? How will 
Russia's interaction with the 
African continent as a whole 
develop?

O l e g  O z e r o v , 
Ambassador-at-Large of  the 
Russian Ministry of  Foreign 
Affairs and Head of  the 

Secretariat of  the Russia-
Africa Partnership Forum, 
pointed out that in the context 
of  reformatting international 
relations, the very course of  
events has led to Russia and 
S o u t h  A f r i c a  f i n d i n g 
themselves on the same side. 
In addition to the historical 
experience of  their joint 
struggle against racism, the 
two countries are united by 
membership in the BRICS 
and  the  G20  and  jo in t 
participation in building a 
multipolar world.

The Ambassador also 
noted the growth of  trade 
between Russia and the 
Republic of  South Africa and 
expressed hope for the further 
development of  cooperation 
and humanitarian ties, not 
only at the bilateral, but also 
at the interregional level. “We 
have a common vision with 
South Africa. We stand for a 
multipolar world based on 
equality, on respect for the 
sovereignty of  states, on their 
right to choose their own 
soc io -economic  models 
without being imposed by 
other centers of  power”, 
Ozerov stressed.

R a s i g a n  M a h a r a j h , 
Director General of  the 
Ins t i tu te  fo r  Economic 
Research in Innovation at 
Tswane Technical University, 
listed a number of  global 
stresses that humanity is 
facing, both in connection 
with environmental problems 
and in connection with 
economic problems. This 
makes cooperation between 
such important players as 

Russia and South Africa an 
extremely pressing issue.

He provided a brief  outline 
of  this cooperation in the 
past, and acknowledged that 
its current level in the field of  
science and technology is 
insufficient. He called for its 
more active development, 
and the strengthening of  the 
atmosphere of  trust between 
the scientific communities of  
the two countries. “Russia 
supported South Africa when 
South Africa was just creating 
i t s  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d 
technological  base,”  he 
concluded. “I hope that in the 
future our research will 
continue in the spirit of  
friendship and cooperation”.

Nata l ia  Zaiser :  “The 
Russian-African topic is 
becoming more and more 
relevant, not only due to the 
geopolitical situation, but 
also due to the building up of  
relations with the continent,” 
bel ieves Natal ia Zaiser, 
Chairman of  the Board of  the 
African Business Initiative 
Union. After analyzing the 
role of  South Africa in the 
BRICS, and noting with 
regret, that the hopes placed 
on the republic's joining the 
group have not yet been fully 
justified, Zaiser noted that it 
makes sense for Russia to 
develop cooperation with 
South Africa, including this 
platform, and not only in the 
economic sphere. 

S p e a k i n g  a b o u t  t h e 
d eve l o p m e n t  o f  p u b l i c 
diplomacy, she emphasized 
the prospects for cooperation 
at the NGO level as a key 

element of  humanitarian 
cooperation and pointed out 
t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e 
mu l t i l a t e r a l  n a t u r e  o f  
cooperation between the two 
countries.

Mikatekiso Kubayi, a 
Researcher at the Institute for 
Global Dialogue associated 
with UNISA and a Research 
Fellow at the Institute for Pan 
A f r i c a n  T h o u g h t  a n d 
Conversation, noted that 
South Africa continues to 
grow in population and needs 
to develop both the digital 
e c o n o m y  a n d  o t h e r 
industries. Russia could offer 
it its potential in technology, 
healthcare, space, agriculture, 
the processing industry, and 
the defense industry. As a 
member of  the BRICS and 
the G20, South Africa is ready 
t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e 
promotion of  multilateralism 
in the interests of  all countries 
of  the world and is open to 
proposals in the field of  
cooperation and dialogue.

Andrey Maslov, Director 
of  the Centre for African 
Studies at  the National 
Research University Higher 
S c h o o l  o f  E c o n o m i c s , 
stressed that the stage has 
come when it is necessary to 
move from mutual political 
understanding to practical 
s t e p s  t o  c r e a t e  j o i n t 
institutions and permanent 
mechanisms, both at the 
bilateral level and at the 
BRICS level.

In his opinion, the global 
major i ty  needs  i t s  own 
mechanisms that will allow 
the development of  trade 

relations without regard to 
the external decision-making 
centers that control the 
potential of  world trade with 
t h e  h e l p  o f  l o g i s t i c a l , 
f i n a n c i a l  a n d  o t h e r 
restrictions. He spoke about 
the key areas of  cooperation 
between Russia and South 
A f r i c a ,  n o t i n g  t h e 
construction of  logistics 
corridors with access to the 
Indian Ocean basin, the 
development of  financial 
infrastructure for trade, and 
the intensification of  travel 
be tween  the  coun t r i e s, 
including not only tourism, 
bu t  a l so  s c i en t i f i c  and 
educational programs.

The Valdai Discussion 
Club was established in 2004. 
It is named after Lake Valdai, 
which is located close to 
Veliky Novgorod, where the 
Club's first meeting took 
p lace.  The  in t e l l e c tua l 
potent ia l  o f  the  Valdai 
Discussion Club is highly 
regarded both in Russia and 
abroad. More than 1,000 
r e p r e s e n t a t i ve s  o f  t h e 
in te r na t iona l  s cho la r ly 
community from 85 countries 
have taken part in the Club's 
activities. It runs regional 
programs such as the Asian, 
M i d - E a s t e r n ,  Ru s s i a n -
Chinese and Euro-Atlantic 
Dialogues, and have drawn 
considerable attention from 
the international exper t 
community. The Club holds 
sessions at the St. Petersburg 
International  Economic 
For um and the Easter n 
E c o n o m i c  F o r u m  i n 
Vladivostok.

Russia and South Africa: Emerging challenges
and the way forward 

By Kestér Kenn Klomegâh

Zelensky Putin
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eal Madrid have been Rdrawn to play bitter 
rivals FC Barcelona 

in the Copa del Rey semi-
finals.

T h e  d r a w  w a s 
conducted at the Spanish 
FA ' s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o n 
Monday.

In the other fixture, 
Osasuna will play Athletic 
Bilbao.

The matches have been 
scheduled for four different 
dates in February, March and 
April.

This is because Real 

rsenal midfielder, 

ASambi Lokonga is 
set to join Crystal 

Palace on a loan deal until 
the summer.

Lokonga has endured a 
tough time at the Emirates 
s i n c e  h e  j o i n e d  f r o m 
Anderlecht.

Palace are ready to take 
the Belgium international for 
the rest of  the season.

The Selhurst Park side are 
currently managed by former 
Arsenal captain, Patrick 
Vieira.

Lokonga's exit might also 
be due to the face Jorginho is 
arriving from Chelsea on an 

Madrid are playing in the 
FIFA Club World Cup which 
ends on February 11 and then 
two legs of  their Champions 
League last-16 clash against 
Liverpool.

El Clásico in the Copa 
del Rey semifinals 

Real Madrid and Barca 
meet in the first leg at Camp 
Nou on March 1 and play the 
second leg  at  Sant iago 
Bernabeu on April 4 or April 
5.

O s a s u n a  w i l l  p l ay 
Athletic Bilbao on Feb. 8 and 
March 1.

18-month deal.
Mikel Arteta has turned 

his attentions to Jorginho, 
after failing to convince 
Brighton to sell Moises 
Caicedo.

Copa del Rey: Real Madrid tackle
Barcelona in semi-finals

Lokonga leaves squad
for rivals as Jorginho
arrives Emirate

U-20 AFCON: Peseiro charges
Flying Eagles to conquer Africa again

uper Eagles head coach 

SJose Peseiro has told the 
Flying Eagles to go all 

out for the trophy at the 2023 
Africa U-20 Cup of  Nations.

Egypt will host the biennial 
competition from February 19 
to March 11.

Ladan Bosso's side are 
drawn in Group A with hosts 
Egypt ,  Mozambique and 
Senegal.

The Flying Eagles are the 
most successful side in the 
history of  the competition, 
with seven titles.

Peseiro, who visited the 
team's at their training base in 
Abuja on Tuesday morning, 
tasked the players and the 
technical crew to ensure they 
beat the other competitors to 
the title.

“I came out to see the team's 
training, see the players and to 

r e m i e r  L e a g u e Pstrugglers Wolves have 
signed midfielder Joao 

Gomes from Brazilian side 
Flamengo on a long-term deal 
for a reported fee of  £15 

eeds United have Lunveiled  United 
States midfielder 

Weston McKennie signed 
on loan until the end of  the 
season from Juventus, the 
Premier League club said 
on Monday.

The 24-year-old has 
m a d e  n e a r l y  1 0 0 
appearances for the Serie A 
team since joining in 2020, 
scor ing  13  goa l s  and 
providing five assists. He 
has won the 2020 Italian 
Super Cup and 2021 Coppa 
Italia with Juve.

He has 41 caps for the 
US and helped the national 
team reach the last 16 at the 
World Cup in Qatar last 
year.

The former Schalke 04 
player will join fellow US 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l s  T y l e r 
A d a m s  a n d  B r e n d e n 
Aaronson at Leeds, who 
are coached by compatriot 
Jesse Marsch.

give them my moral support,” 
Peseiro was quoted by BSN 
Sports.

“I also intend to see their 
international friendly game 
against Zambia as I need to 
observe the players.

hana international 

Ga n d  R e n n e s 
m i d f i e l d e r 

Kamaldeen Sulemana  has 
chosen to join Southampton 
over Everton the player will 
move for €25m from Rennes. 

Rennes had accepted 
offers from Everton and 
S o u t h a m p t o n  f o r  t h e 
Ghanaian forward. 

Ever ton became the 
third club to enter the race for 
Sulemana, competing with 
Southampton and PSV for 
the Ghana international's 

million.
Gomes, who won the 

Copa Libertadores last year, 
moved to Molineux despite 
interest from Lyon, becoming 
the sixth signing Wolves boss 
Julen Lopetegui has made in 
the January transfer window.

T h e  2 1 - y e a r - o l d 
Brazilian's transfer is subject 
t o  a  w o r k  p e r m i t  a n d 
international clearance.

 “ G o m e s  l a n d e d  i n 
England on Sunday, before 
completing his introductions 
and medical tests, and put pen 
to paper on a five-and-a-half-
year deal, with the option of  a 
further 12 months,” the club 
sa id  in  a  s ta tement  on 
Monday.

Wolves are currently 17th 
in the Premier League, level 
on points with Bournemouth, 

Leeds have also signed 
defender Max Wober and 
forward Georginio Rutter 
in the January transfer 
window.

The club are 15th in the 
standings and sit just one 

Premier League clubs, 
E v e r t o n  a n d 
Southampton are 

b a t t l i n g  t o  s i g n  P a u l 
Onuachu before the end of  
the winter transfer window.

Onuachu has scored 16 
g o a l s  i n  1 9  l e a g u e 
appearances for Belgian Pro 
League outfit, KRC Genk 
this season.

According to the Secret 
Scout, Southampton are 
pushing hard to sign the 
Nigerian but Everton have 
now entered the race.

The Saints and Toffees are 
said to be speaking with 
G e n k  a n d  O n u a c h u ' s 
representatives regarding a 
potential transfer deal.

“They must do their best in 

the AFCON U20 tournament 

in Egypt, and after that we can 

begin to see the best talents that 

will be given a look at.”

signing. PSV had made an 
offer of  €15m, which could 
potentially have risen to €17m 
w i t h  a d d - o n s ,  w h i l e 
S o u t h a m p t o n  h a d  p u t 
forward a bid worth €20m. 

All three clubs were in 
discussions with the , with 
another Premier League side 
Bournemouth also keeping 
an eye on Sulemana. Since 
making the move to France, 
the wide man had scored six 
goals and four assists in 47 
appearances, finding the net 
only once this campaign.

who are in the relegation 
zone.

point above the relegation 
zone halfway through the 
season.

T h e y  n e x t  v i s i t 
Nottingham Forest on 
Sunday.

Genk rejected a bid from 
Southampton earlier in the 
window.

Onuachu has spoken of  
his desire to play in the 
Premier League and may 
finally have his wish granted 
If  either of  the club strikes a 
deal with Genk.

Leeds unveil McKennie on loan from
Juve

Brazilian midfielder Joao Gomes joins
Wolves

Everton, Southampton
battle for Onuachu

Sulemana shuns Everton
for Southampton

Peseiro

Gomes

Lokonga

Onuachu

McKennie
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here are palpable fears Tthat the controversial 
decisions of  judges 

who usually constitute the 
Post-election Tribunal Panels 
may challenge the sacred 
in t eg r i t y  o f  BVAS and 
possibly scuttle the success of  
the forthcoming 2023 general, 
hence the need for caution.

Barely, less than one 
month to the 2023 general 
elections, the Osun State 
guber  e lec t ion  t r ibuna l 
j u d g e m e n t  o n  F r i d a y 
morning nullifying Governor 
Adeleke's victory at the July 
1 6 ,  2 0 2 2  g ove r n o r s h i p 
election in the state, while 
hinged its judgement on 
evidence of  over-voting 
presented by the APC, it 
subsequently declared former 
Governor, Gboyega Oyetola, 
the validly elected candidate.

The direct implications of  
t h i s  j u d g e m e n t  i s  a n 
insinuation that the highly 
t o u t e d  B i - m o d a l  Vo t e r 
Accreditation System (BVAS) 
technology, which was used 
in the said election and also 
designed to be deployed in the 
forthcoming general elections 
may not be trusted to protect 
the polls against flaws usually 
experienced in the previous 
elections in the country. 

H o w e v e r ,  a  f o r m e r 
I n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i o n a l 

E l e c t o r a l  C o m m i s s i o n 
(INEC), Director of  Voter 
Education and Publicity, who 
joined the controversy caused 
by dismissal of  Governor 
A d e m o l a  A d e l e k e  a s 
executive governor of  Osun 
state by Tribunal verdict 
which was passed on the 27th 
of  January explained in an 
in t e r v i ew  on  Channe l s 
Television, that the APC 
obtained a certified copy of  
the initial server report before 
the rest of  the data was 
transmitted by the BVAS 
h a r d w a r e .  H e  f u r t h e r 
described the decision as not 
unanimous.

However, some senior 
lawyers have frowned at the 
judgement majorly because 
of  the phrase used by the 
tribunal judge who delivered 
the judgement.

The head of  the tribunal, 
Justice Tertsea Aorga Kume, 
whi l e  r ead ing  the  l ead 
judgment  that  dec lared 
Adegboyega Oyetola of  the 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC) as the winner of  the 
election, held that Governor 
Ademola Adeleke “can't go lo 
lo  lo”  to  “Buga  won” ; 
apparent ly  re fe r r ing  to 
Governor Adeleke's love for 
music and dancing.

While some people see 
nothing wrong with the judge 

for improved registration of  
voters, the Bimodal Voter 
Accreditation System (BVAS) 
for both voter accreditation 
and e-transmission of  results 
for collation and the INEC 
Result Viewing (IReV) portal 
to offer the public access to 
view Polling Unit results. The 
IVED has been deployed for 
recent registration of  voters, 
which saw the inclusion of  
9,518,188 new voters in the 
register of  voters after a 
thorough clean-up, thereby 
bringing the total number of  
registered voters for the 2023 
general election to 93,469,008 
o f  w h i c h  3 7 , 0 6 0 , 3 9 9 
(39.65%) are youth between 
the ages of  18 and 34, closely 
fo l lowed by 33,413,591 
(35.75%) middle aged voters 
between 35 and 49. Together, 
they account for 70,473,990 
(75.39%) of  the total number 
of  voters. Already their PVCs, 
which every voter requires for 
identification on Election 
Day, have been printed and 
a r e  b e i n g  c o l l e c t e d 
nationwide. The collection of  
PVCs wi l l  end on 29th 
January 2023”.

“For the BVAS and IReV, 
we initially deployed it on 
pilot basis in several bye-
e l ec t ions  and  o f f - cyc l e 
governorship elections. The 

quoting Kizz Daniel's song to 
buttress the judgment others 
saw it  as unethical  and 
unnecessary.

Already the Osun State 
chapter of  the PDP has 
faulted the use of  the popular 
'Buga' lyric, describing it as 
disrespectful to an elected 
governor.

The judges said both 
O y e t o l a  a n d  A d e l e k e 
b e n e f i t e d  f r o m  t h e 
overvoting. They cancelled 
the 181,540 votes cast in the 
744 polling units across 10 
local government areas of  the 
state. Adeleke was more 
impacted as the affected 
polling units happened to be 
mostly in his stronghold. He 
lost 112, 705 of  the cancelled 
votes compared to Oyetola's 
60, 096 lost votes.

 The deduction shrank 
Adeleke's votes from 403, 371 
t o  2 9 0 ,  a n d  2 6 6  w h i l e 
Oyetola's votes dropped from 
375, 027 to 314, 921. On the 
basis of  this, the tribunal 
declared Oyetola the winner 
of  the election and asked 
I N E C  t o  w i t h d r a w a l 
Adeleke 's  cer t i f icate  of  
return. Adeleke has said he 
will appeal the decision. This 
is expected to go all the way to 
the Supreme Court.

Just a few days ago, the 
Deputy Secretary-General of  

I R e V  w a s  u s e d  i n  t h e 
governorship elections in Edo 
State (September 2020) and 
Ondo State (October 2020). A 
combination of  both BVAS 
a n d  I Re V  wa s  u s e d  i n 
Anambra State (November 
2021), Ekiti State (June 2022) 
and Osun State (July 2022). 
The BVAS was also used in 
the Area Council elections in 
the Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT) in February 2022. 
Deploying this technology in 
these major elections afforded 
the Nigerian public and the 
Commission opportunities to 
get acquainted with the device 
and to review its performance 
with a view to enhancing it 
towards the general election. 
For the Commission, several 
lessons have been learnt from 
these deployments and we 
believe that we are ready to 
deploy these technologies for 
the general election”.

It is therefore cautionary 
and imperative that both the 
voters  and the Elect ion 
tribunal Judges, support and 
respect the capabilities of  the 
Bimodal Voter Accreditation 
System (BVAS) in welcoming 
the new political dynamics 
that is expected to usher in a 
new Nigeria.

the United Nations and Chair 
o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s 
Sustainable Group, Ms. 
Amina Mohammed, charged 
the Nigerian Bar Association 
(NBA) to ensure the success 
of  the 2023 general elections.

Mohammed, who gave 
the charge in a keynote 
address she delivered at the 
State of  the Nation Dialogue, 
also tasked the umbrella body 
of  lawyers in the country, to 
device mechanism that would 
effectively manage conflicts 
that may arise from the 
conduct of  the elections 
w h i c h  c o m m e n c e s  o n 
Fe b r u a r y  2 5  w i t h  t h e 
presidential and National 
Assembly polls.

On the other hand, the 
INEC Chairman, Professor 
Mahmood Yakubu have on 
several occasion assured 
N i g e r i a n s  a n d  t h e 
International community on 
the integrity of  the 2023 
election, even in his address at 
the Chatham House, he said 
“In other to avoid the usual 
c h a l l e n g e s  w i t h  t h e 
application of  new election 
t e c h n o l o g i e s ,  t h e 
Commission introduced and 
tested our innovations for the 
election early enough. There 
are three critical components 
namely, the INEC Voter 
Enrollment Device (IVED) 
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