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Uzodimma is best thing to 
happen to Imo - Iwu

S
ecretary to the Gov-
ernment of  Imo State 
(SGI), Cosmas Iwu has 

declared the state governor, 
Hope Uzodimma as the best 
thing to happen to the state.

Iwu made the remark on 
Saturday, January 21 at the 
civic reception floated by 
Okigwe people in honour of  
the governor.

Iwu added that the state 
has witnessed unprecedent-
ed development due to the 
commitment, passion and 
sincerity of  purpose of  the 
administration of  Governor 
Uzodimma.

In his opening remarks, the 
Chairman of  the occasion, 
Prof  Maurice Iwu said that 
Governor Uzodimma has 

demonstrated in no small 
measures his love for Okigwe 
zone.

According to the former 
National Chairman of  the 
Independent National Elec-
toral Commission, INEC, 
no reception held in his hon-
our could compensate for 
the good things the people of  
Okigwe zone have received 
from the governor since he 
mounted the saddle. 

Prof. Iwu said that the re-
ception was an opportunity 
for his people to thank the 
governor for his love for Okig-
we zone and to reassure him 
that they are with him in his 
effort to reposition Imo State 
for good.

 A former Governor of  

2023: Not returning me to Senate
as  ranking member ‘ll be disservice
to Owerri Zone - Onyewuchi
By Grace Ofurum

T
he Labour party Ow-
erri Zone senatorial 
Candidate senator 

Ezenwa Onyewuchi has de-
clared himself  the best can-
didate to represent Owerri 
Zone in the forthcoming sen-
atorial election.

He disclosed this during 
a townhall meeting/ politi-
cal sensitisation Organised 
by the apex socio political 
Organisation Ezurezu and 
Oganihu Mbaise for candi-
dates from Mbaise and Ow-
erri zone extraction vying 
for elective position  to brief 
and convince  the people why 
they should be voted for in 
the forthcoming election and 
the expectation of  the masses 
if  they emerge victorious.

Distinguished Senator 
Ezenwa Onyewuchi who 
is seeking re-election into 
the 10th National Assembly 
reeled out his scorecard and 
his outstanding achievements 
for the period three years as 
the senator representing Ow-
erri Zone senatorial district.

The  Labour Party Candi-
date owning to his pedigree 
in the legislative matters stat-
ed that he remains the only 
ranking member who is qual-
ified to become a speaker, a 
deputy speaker and  can run 
for other principal positions 
in the senate, this he opined 
will bring development to the 
zone. He noted that all these 
will be achieved by one who 
is experienced in legislative 
matters.

Onyewuchi who empha-
sized on good governance, 
unity and oneness of  the 
zone maintained that he will 
continue to be a strong voice 
for the Ibos and also  erase 
under development experi-
enced in the zone.

He explained that he has 
not failed in his legislative du-
ties which include sponsoring 
bills/ motions which two of 
them out of  a whole lot has 
been signed  Into law by Pres-
ident Muhammadu Buhari, 
which he disclosed has not 
been achieved by any senator 
from the state presently in the 
4th republic including over 

sixteen motions and bills to 
his credit.

He noted also of  his contri-
bution towards ensuring free 
and fair elections through is 
interventions, through   vot -
ing for use of  BVAS and full 
electronic electronic trans-
mission of  election results.

He stated also that he  has 
been a strong voice chal-
lenging the various killings 
of  young persons across the 
south Eastern states and the 
marginalization of  South 
East in Nigeria Communi-
cations Commission, NCC 
Board.

Senator Onyewuchi also 
mentioned of  his critical role 
towards ensuring that  Alvan 
Ikoku Federal College of  Ed-
ucation rises to a University 
level  which he said it’s at the 
concluding stage.

Onyewuchi also spoke on 
his various skills acquisition/ 
empowerments programmes 
which cuts across Mbais e 
and Owerri zone.

The senator maintained 
that he played a major role 
in the 2019 governorship 

election which produced an 
Mbaise born Rt Hon Emeka 
Ihedioha said it was in the ba-
sis of  the unity he sponsored 
across board.

He regretted that the unity 
he brought is been truncat-
ed by selfish politicians and 
called on Mbaise leaders for 
a sober reflection to ascertain  
the  unity between the polit-
ical blocs of  the zone is still 
intact the way it was.

He further adviced that the  
efforts achieved in bringing 
unity should not be replaced 
by fracas based on people 
pursuing their selfish interest.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
group of  armed rob-
bers who specialize 
in robbing unsus-

pecting passengers at Okpa-
ra  square area of   Umuahia 
has been busted  in the Abia 
capital.

Their operational vehicle 
was also set ablaze by the 
mob while two of  the three 
man-led robbers were beat-
en to pulp.

The robbers who snatched 
a bag containing a  huge 
sum of  money from its own-
er by 7pm on Saturday, were 
given a hot chase by the res-
idents until the robbers were 
eventually caught.

The owner of  the bag it 
was learnt, withdrew the 
money from a bank ATM .

An eye witness , Kene-
chukwu Osoagba narrat-

ed that the owner of  the 
snatched bag raised an 
alarm that his bag had been 
snatched by the criminals, 
leading to a manhunt for 
them.

“They were eventually ap-
prehended in front of  Herit-
age bank where the bank of  
money was recovered from 
them and handed back to its 
owner.

Also, the Keke NAPEP 
they used was seized from 
them and burnt.”

The eye witness added 
that the mob had gathered 
some disused tyres and pet-
rol to set the robbers ablaze 
before the arrival of  a Police 
patrol team which whisked 
away on their Hilux van.

Okpara square and Bank 
road sections of  Umua-
hia have been hot zones of  
armed robbery, bag snatch-
ing, phone snatching and 
other criminal activities.

Imo State, Ikedi Ohakim 
commended the governor 
for being a friend of  Okigwe 
zone, specifically saying that 
“Okigwe supports Governor 
Uzodimma 100 percent and 
anywhere he goes, Okigwe 
will go.”

Other leaders of  Okigwe 
including the Speaker, Imo 
State House of  Assembly, 
Emeka Nduka,  Senator 
Frank Ibezim, the APC sen-
atorial candidate for Okigwe 
zone,  Patrick Ndubueze, the 
Vice Chancellor of  University 
of  Agriculture and Environ-
mental Sciences, Prof. C.C. 
Eze, the Anglican Bishop of  
Isi-Mbano, Bishop Godson 
Ukanwa, the Head of  Service, 
Imo State, Raymond Ucheo-
ma, former Speaker, Maxwell 
Duru,  elder statesman, EJK 
Onyewuchi, the Chairman, 
Ben Uwajumogu College of  
Education, Ihitte Uboma, 
Eze Oliver Ohanweh,  Dr. 
Eddy Anyanwu and Dr. Lina 
Okereke also praised the gov-
ernor for his kind gestures to 
the people.

The Anglican Archbishop 
of  Owerri Ecclesiastical Prov-
ince, Most Rev. Dr. Onuoha 
prayed for peace both in Okig-
we zone, Imo State, South 
East and Nigeria as a whole.

Responding, Governor 
Uzodimma thanked the lead-
ership of  Okigwe zone for 
their thoughtfulness in finding 
him worthy of  the honour 
and promised not to disap-
point their reasonable expec-
tation.

 Governor Uzodimma was 
conferred with the chieftain-
cy title of  Eze Chukwumere 
Eze Okigwe (King crowned 
by God) by all the traditional 
rulers from the six local gov-
ernment areas that make up 
Okigwe zone.

Ararume’s N100bn suit: Senior Advocates stage walkout in court

D
rama ensued on 
Monday at the Fed-
eral High Court in 

Abuja in the N100 billion 
suit by Senator Ifeanyi Ara-
rume against President Mu-
hammadu Buhari when two 
Senior Advocates of  Nigeria, 
Professor Kayinsola Ajayi 
and Etigwa Uwa staged a 
walkout on the court.

Ajayi, a Professor of  Law 
and Uwa had appeared be-
fore Justice Inyang Ekwo 
to represent the Nigeria Na-
tional Petroleum Company 
Limited (NNPCL) in the suit 
by Ararume challenging his 
removal as the Chairman of  
the oil company.

The Professor of  Law who 
led a retinue of  lawyers on 
behalf  of  the NNPCL had 
sought to move three differ-
ent applications comprising 
one asking the Court to stay 
proceedings pending the ap-
peal against the ruling of  the 

Federal High Court delivered 
on January 11, 2023.

Ajayi, after identifying the 
processes filed by NNPC 
against the suit, argued that 
the motion seeking a stay of  
proceedings must be heard 
separately and a ruling deliv-
ered by the Judge before any 
other motion should be enter-
tained.

The Judge, however, in-
formed the senior lawyer to 
move all the applications to-
gether and that he would de-
liver separate rulings in each 
of  the applications so as to 
save the judicial time of  the 
court.

Although Ararume, repre-
sented by Chris Uche (SAN)
claimed that the motion for 
a stay of  proceeding had not 
been served on him, Profes-
sor Ajayi stood his ground 
to move the application sepa-
rately, saying the Judge must 
give separate rulings on it one 

way or the other before any 
other issue.

However, following the 
decision of  the Judge to take 
all the applications together 
in line with the provision of  
the Practice Direction of  the 
Federal High Court, Profes-
sor Ajayi and his fellow sen-
ior advocate announced their 
withdrawal from the suit and 
immediately staged a walk-
out from the court.

The two senior lawyers 
were joined by their juniors in 
leaving the court immediate-
ly the Judge ordered them to 
move their three applications 
together.

Later during the proceed-
ings, Ararume’s Counsel, 
Uche, while adopting his fi-
nal brief  of  argument, urged 
the court to invoke the Com-
panies and Allied Matters 
Act (CAMA) to nullify the 
removal of  his client as the 
Chairman of  the NNPCL.

Uche informed the Court 
that President Muhammadu 
Buhari acted outside the law 
to remove Ararume after in-
corporating the oil company 
in his name and was billed 
for inauguration in the ca-
pacity.

However, President Bu-
hari’s counsel, Abubakar 
Shuaib, prayed the court to 
dismiss the suit against his 
client on the grounds that 
it was statute-barred at the 
time it was instituted.

Specifically, Shuaib argued 
that Ararume’s suit offended 
Section 2(a) of  the Public 
Officers Act and as such was 
incompetent.

On his part, Akeem 
Mustapha, SAN, counsel to 
the Corporate Affairs Com-
mission (CAC) which is the 
third defendant in the suit 
asked the court to decline 
jurisdiction to entertain the 
suit.

COESYL urges G-5 governors to
endorse Obi for President

he Coalition of  South TEast Youth Leaders 
(COSEYL) said the G5 

governors would be writing 
their names in gold by throwing 
their weight behind the former 
Anambra governor.

T h e  G 5  g o v e r n o r s  – 
Nyesom Wike, Samuel Ortom, 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi, Okezie 
Ikpeazu and Seyi Makinde – 
have been at loggerheads with 
their party and have been 
demanding that the PDP 
National Chairman should 
step down.

For months now the G5 
a l so  known as  in t eg r i t y 
governors have been hinting on 
the possibility of  adopting a 
presidential candidate other 
than Atiku Abubakar, their 
party's candidate.

B u t  C O S E Y L  i n  a 
s t a t e m e n t  s i g n e d  b y  i t s 
president-general, Goodluck 
Ibem, said the five governors 
shou ld  wa i t  no  more  to 
announce their  preferred 
candidate for the February 25 
presidential poll, adding that 
Obi should get their nod.

“The G5 Governors should 
think about the legacy they will 
leave and live true to the 
p r o m i s e  t o  e n d o r s e  a 
presidential candidate that will 
make Nigeria better than he 
met it,” the group said.

“Peter Obi is  vibrant, 
effective, efficient, effectual, 
intelligent, competent and 
versatile. The greatest legacy 
that the G5 governors will 
leave, will be to support Mr 
Peter Obi that understands the 
urgency of  now,” COSEYL 
said.

According to the group, 
Obi's rivals in the presidential 
race have nothing to offer the 
nation since they, “are simply 
driven by the desire to fulfill an 
'age-long ambition' with a 

primary aim of  looting of  our 
commonwealth for themselves, 
families and cronies.”

“An endorsement of  Peter 
O b i  w i l l  r e s o l v e  t h e 
contradictions in favour of  the 
forces of  good, of  patriotism, 
of  progress, development and 
g rowth,”  COSEYL sa id , 
adding that

Peter Obi as president will 
k n i t  t h e  f a b r i c s  o f  o u r 
democracy and restore the 
dignity of  Nigerians both at 
home and abroad.”

COSEYL, which claims to 
be the apex sociopolitical youth 

organisation in the south-east 
a l s o  r e m i n d e d  t h e  G 5 
governors that, “the Nigerian 
people, the youths and women 
alike are saying that they want 
Mr. Peter Obi as their president 
come 2023” hence they should 
listen to the voice of  the 
people.”

“ W e  u r g e  t h e  G 5 
Governors to show courage, 
candour and capaci ty  to 
redeem our dear nation that 
collapsed under the present 
administration by endorsing 
Mr. Peter for President come 
2023.”
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President Muhammadu Buhari (1st left), Bola Ahmed Tinubu (2nd left),
Mrs Oluremi Tinubu and APC chairman, Sen. Abdullahi Adamu during the
presidential campaign rally in Bauchi.

Oganihu/Ezurezu Mbaise organises town hall
for political candidates from Mbaise extraction

By Grace Ofurum

A 
non- partisan as-
sociation, Ogani-
hu Mbaise and the 

Ezurezu Mbaise  Organ -
ised a sensitization/ Town 
hall meeting for  candidates 
seeking for electoral position 
of  Mbaise extraction to in-
teract with the electorate on 
their expectations if  they are 
elected in the forth coming 
election.

The town hall meeting 
which attracted political 
candidates across political 
lines from Mbaise and non 
Mbaise whose constituen-
cies fall within the three 
local Government Areas 
in Mbaise and had them 
present to the people some 
of  their political vision and 
agenda for the people they 
seek to represent.

In his keynote address, the 
president general of  Organ-
ihu Mbaise, port Harcourt, 
Amb. Chinedum Anowu-
ru JP, said, it’s necessary to 
discuss the concerns and 
expectations in order to en-
sure commitment of  the can-
didates towards what they 

will do for the Mbaise people 
who have suffered long due 
to bad representation.

 “Over the years, we have 
observed with regret and dis-
appointment, the way and 
manner politicians come to 
our Mbaise people to seek 
their support before election. 
They make high sounding 
promises which are usually 
abandoned as soon as the 
elections are concluded”, he 
said. 

He regretted that the prom-
ises are barely kept, stating 
that since 1999, Mbaise sons 
and daughters have been in 
the Executive and legisla-
tive arms at various levels 
of  government, whereas the 
beneficiaries of  the appoint-
ments according to him have 
used the position to enrich 
themselves and their fami-
lies instead of  seeking for the 
people’s interest.

He noted that the repre-
sentative in the three LGAs 
have not paid attention to the 
dilapidated infrastructure, 
especially roads leading to 
Aboh Mbaise and Ezinihitte 
LGAs as well as the road 
leading to Ngor Okpala from 

Ahiara Junction. He stated 
that Mbaise people are ready 
to change that narrative in 
the 2023 forthcoming elec-
tion which will involve the 
votes of  the people not been 
taken for granted on account 
of  personal relationship or 
political party affiliation.

Also candidates who seek 
to be voted for must attract 
infrastructural development, 
quality representation in the 
three legislative houses, and 
also attract constituency pro-
jects amongst others.

He stated also that only 
those who show cause for 
“Mbaiseness” and those who 
will show empathy to the 
masses who elected them.

Also speaking the sec-
retary-general of  Ezurezu 
Mbaise Hon. chief  Oliver En-
were,  said  the Mbaise peo-
ple have interest in who rep-
resents them especially at the 
senate and appealed to the 
contestants to also support 
whosever that wins in the 
election for the growth and 
development of  Owerri zone.

Some of  the contestants 
who were presents reeled out 
their manifesto while prom-

ising to use their position to 
better the lives of  the masses.

A senatorial candidate 
Senator Uche Onyeagocha 
stated that if  he emerges a 
Senator he will use his posi-
tion to champion the course 
of  ensuring an Mbaise man 
becomes the Governor of 
Imo state. He also noted that 
he will propose for the con-
versation of  Ahiara Techni-
cal College into a Polytech-
nic which will impact on the 
Education of young people.

Also speaking, House of 
Reps candidates of  Accord 
Party Hon. Mike Nwachuk-
wu said he will fix some 
of  the dilapidated roads as 
well some gully erosion sites 
across the three LGAs in 
Mbaise and will also engage 
with the people to find out 
their specific needs and prof-
fer lasting solutions to them

Nwachukwu also said, 
he will build constituency 
offices with an ICT centre 
geared towards human cap-
ital development and skills 
acquisition. He noted further 
that people should vote can-
didates who are competent 
and not just about the party 
the person belongs to.

Battle line drawn 
... PDP asks Court to disqualify Tinubu over alleged drug offence
… APC demands prosecution of  Atiku over public fund diversion via SPVs

T
he Peoples Democrat-
ic Party Presidential 
Campaign Council, 

Monday, has gone to court 
to disqualify Asiwaju Bola 
Tinubu from the 2023 pres-
idential election upon the 
claim that he allegedly for-
feited $460,000 to the United 
States authorities over a drug 
case.

The PDP council revealed 

the move at a press con-
ference addressed by the 
spokesman of  the campaign, 
Mr Kola Ologbondiyan in 
Abuja.

The action was immedi-
ately rebuffed by the APC 
which through its spokes-
man, Festus Keyamo de-
scribed the action as lacking 
in originality in their think-
ing.

However, Ologbondiyan 
in justifying the court move 
said that the laws of  Nigeria 
do not allow an ex-convict or 
anyone sentenced or fined on 
account of  a fraud or dishon-
esty from contesting for pub-
lic office.

PDP had earlier on Sunday 
demanded that the Nation-
al Drug Law Enforcement 
Agency, NDLEA should 

arrest and prosecute Tinubu 
over alleged drug trafficking.

Speaking at the press con-
ference on Monday, Olog-
bondiyan said the PDP Cam-
paign was asking the court to 
disqualify Tinubu upon his 
alleged record.

He said: “Declare Asiwaju 
Bola Tinubu, the presidential 
candidate of  the APC, hav-
ing been allegedly convicted, 
as ineligible to contest the 
presidential election by virtue 
of  section 137 (1) (d) of  the 
1999 Constitution.

“Compel the Independent 
National Electoral Com-
mission, to immediately 
delist Asiwaju Bola Tinubu 
as presidential candidate of  
the APC or any other politi-
cal party for that matter and 
expunge his name from all 
materials and documents re-
lated to the 2023 presidential 
election.

“You will further recall 
that the PDP had already es-
tablished that the presidential 
candidate of  the APC, hav-
ing been allegedly convicted 
and having acceded to be 
guilty as charged by way of  
forfeiture of  the $460,000; 
Nigeria being a signatory to 

International Convention is 
mandatorily obligated to ex-
ecute the consequential effect 
of  that conviction by virtue 
of  Section 137 (1) (d) of  the 
1999 Constitution.

“For clarity, Section 137 
(1) (d) of  the 1999 Constitu-
tion (as amended) provides 
that:(1) A person shall not 
be qualified for election to 
the office of  President if….
(d) He is under a sentence of  
death imposed by any com-
petent court of  law or tribu-
nal in Nigeria or a sentence 
of  imprisonment or fine for 
any offence involving dishon-
esty or fraud (by whatever 
name called) or for any other 
offence, imposed on him by 
any court or tribunal or sub-
stituted by a competent au-
thority for any other sentence 
imposed on him by such a 
court or tribunal.

“The import of  the fore-
going is that under the 1999 
Constitution (as amended), 
having been so convicted 
and fined and having acced-
ed to the sentencing by way 
of  forfeiture of  $460,000 
and having not received any 
state pardon or acquitted by 
any court of  competent ju-
risdiction, Asiwaju Tinubu 
remains a convict and the 
consequential effect is that 
he cannot contest election at 
any level in Nigeria.

“The effect is that the listing 
of  the name of  Bola Tinubu, 
who stands allegedly convict-
ed by a court of  competent 
jurisdiction on the ballot for 
the 2023 presidential election 
is by the virtue of  Section 
137 (1) (d) of  the 1999 Con-
stitution (as amended) funda-
mentally illegal, invalid and 
must be expunged immedi-
ately.” he further noted.

In his response to the PDP 
move to have the courts dis-
qualify Tinubu, Keyamo, de-
scribed the move as lacking 
originality.

“Why did they wait all 
these months until we filed 
before they are now rushing 
to court? I challenge them 
more than two months ago, 
yet they did nothing.

“It shows a team that is 
lacking in originality, lack-
ing in ideas, and lacking in 
vision. It is just an attempt 
to create a counter suit to 
our own. Unfortunately for 
them, Nigerians have seen 
through them already.”

In the same vein, the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
has said the presidential can-
didate of  the Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP), Atiku 
Abubakar, “lacks the char-
acter to be the president of  
Nigeria.”

In a statement issued by 
the Director, Media and 
Publicity of  the APC Presi-

dential Campaign Council, 
Bayo Onanuga, on Sunday, 
the party further called for 
arrest, investigation and 
prosecution of  the former 
Vice-President for allegedly 
running Special Purpose Ve-
hicles (SPVs) allegedly used 
to divert public funds.

The statement was the 
council’s reaction to the lat-
est call by the PDP on the 
National Drug Law Enforce-
ment Agency (NDLEA) and 
the Economic and Finan-
cial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC) to investigate the 
APC presidential candidate, 
Bola Tinubu, over drug traf-
ficking.

The PDP also alleged that 
Tinubu was involved in ille-
gal drug-related business in 
2015.

Reacting, the APC cam-
paign council said: “It is ob-
vious that the PDP and its 
presidential candidate, Atiku 
Abubakar, are yet to recover 
from the bombshell the APC 
PCC released last week.”

The council had, at a re-
cent press conference, ques-
tioned the morality of  Atiku 
to remain in the presidential 
race, following his alleged 
damaging self-confession in 
a leaked audio clip.

The statement reads, 
“Since the scandal broke 
out, along with legal action 
to compel anti-graft agencies 
to perform their role, Atiku 
and his party, PDP, have la-
boured in vain to deflect and 
cover-up with their series of  
ad hominem arguments.

“Instead of  Atiku to apol-
ogise to Nigerians for abus-
ing his office and position of  
trust as vice-president in the 
past, his spokesmen continue 
to dig deeper in the hole they 
already found themselves.”

It added that the “latest 
chapter in Atiku and PDP’s 
comedy was the rehash of  
old tales and fables that had 
no basis in facts and reality 
against Tinubu.

“Our stand remains that 
Atiku Abubakar lacks the 
character to be the president 
of  Nigeria.

“He is unfit to lead our 
country because he can be 
an easy target for compro-
mises that will be against 
national interest. And we be-
lieve that the characters who 
still parade themselves as his 
spokespersons have lost their 
minds.

“This is why they think 
Nigerians can be swayed by 
all their deliberate falsehoods 
and the lies they manufacture 
every day against Tinubu 
to deceive the public. They 
should instead be remorseful 
for the legendary corruption 
of  their boss.

... Says Mbaise agenda ‘ll  be yardstick for evaluating those who seek 
to represent Mbaise 
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Editorial

ast weekend, Nigeria confirmed Lthe outbreak of a new infection 
o f  t h e  n o s e  a n d  t h r o a t , 

otherwise known as Diphtheria.
The Nigeria Centre for Disease 

Control and Prevention (NCDC) 
explained that diphtheria is a serious 
bacterial infection caused by the 
bacterium called Corynebacterium 
species that affects the nose, throat and 
sometimes, the skin of an individual.

The Centre noted that people most at 
risk of  contracting diphtheria are 
children and adults who have not 
received any or a single dose of the 
pentavalent vaccine (a diphtheria 
toxoid-containing vaccine), people who 
live in a crowded environment, in areas 
with poor sanitation and healthcare 
workers who are exposed to suspected 
or confirmed cases of diphtheria.

On transmission, NCDC said, the 
disease spreads easily between people 
through direct contact with infected 
people, droplets from coughing or 
s n e e z i n g  a n d  c o n t a c t  w i t h 
contaminated clothing and objects.

The symptoms of diphtheria include 
fever, runny nose, sore throat, cough, 
red eyes (conjunctivitis) and neck 
swelling. In severe cases, NCDC said 
that a thick grey or white patch appears 
on the tonsils and/or at the back of the 
throat associated with difficulty 
breathing.

The Nigeria Centre for Disease 
Control and Prevention (NCDC) in a 
public health advisory issued last 
Friday, confirmed that not less than 25 
people have reportedly died from the 
disease in Kano State, North-West 
Nigeria.

The disease control centre, however, 
noted that it has responded to “reports 
of diphtheria cases in Lagos and Kano 
States and is monitoring the situation in 
Osun and Yobe States where cases are 
now being picked up”.

While the NCDC is yet to give data 
on the number of infections and deaths 
recorded in the country, the Kano State 
Commissioner for Health, Aminu 
Tsanyawa, had on Thursday confirmed 
that the outbreak of Diphtheria has 
killed no fewer than 25 persons in the 
state.

The commissioner told an online 
newspaper that the state rapid response 
team has been reactivated and indexed 
an action plan to check the spread of the 
deadly disease in the state.

However, NCDC said it's now 
working with state health ministries 
and partners to enhance surveillance 
and response to the outbreak.

On preventing the disease, the 
NCDC urged parents to ensure that 
their children are fully vaccinated 
against diphtheria with three doses of 
t h e  p e n t a v a l e n t  v a c c i n e  a s 
recommended in  the  chi ldhood 
immunisation schedule.

It added that healthcare workers 
should be vigilant and look out for 
s y m p t o m s  o f  d i p h t h e r i a ,  a n d 
individuals with signs and symptoms 
suggestive of diphtheria should isolate 
themselves and notify the Local 
Government Area, state disease 
surveillance officer or the NCDC 
through its toll-free line (6232).

Meanwhile, Edo State has recorded 
10 new cases of Lassa fever, raising the 
total number of confirmed infections in 
the state to 81 with eight deaths as 
r e v e a l e d  b y  t h e  E d o  S t a t e 
Commissioner for Health, Obehi 
Akoria, last Sunday, adding that the 10 
new cases were confirmed in five local 
councils in the state that includes 
Etsako West, Esan North East, Esan 
West, Akoko Edo, and Etsako Central.

Recall that Lassa fever is an acute 
viral hemorrhagic (excessive bleeding) 
illness transmitted to humans through 
contact with food or household items 
contaminated by infected rodents or 
contaminated persons.

I t s  s y m p t o m s  i n c l u d e  f eve r, 
headache, sore throat, general body 
weakness, cough, nausea, vomiting, 
diarrhoea, muscle pains, chest pain, and 
in severe cases, unexplainable bleeding 
from ears, eyes, nose, mouth, and other 
body openings.

It is therefore, our advice that the 
Ministry of Health and the Nigeria 
Centre for Disease Control and 
Prevention (NCDC) do not take this 
new and deadly infection lightly in 
order to forestall the unhealthy spread.
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igeria first voted in 

Npresidential elections 
just over 43 years ago in 

October 1979. The introduction 
to this form of  government was 
not very auspicious. Four years 
into the experience, in December 
1983, Muhammadu Buhari, 
then a Major-General in the 
Nigerian Army, overthrew the 
system. Soldiers thereafter ran 
the barn for another 14 and a 
half  years.

 In 1979, soldiers supervised 
the election. To govern it, they 
promulgated the Electoral 
Decree, No. 73 of  1977, which 
required that the winner would 
be the candidate who scored the 
highest votes and also achieved a 
minimum of  25% of  the votes 
cast in at least two-thirds of  the 
states in Nigeria. There were 19 
states then; 10 in the North and 
nine in the South. Two-thirds of  
19 was not a whole number.

The failure to advert to this 
piece of  elementary arithmetic 
would prove consequential. By 
the time the voting was done, it 
turned out that the candidate 
with the highest number of  
votes, Shehu Shagari, of  the 
National Party of  Nigeria, NPN, 
scored 25% in 12 of  Nigeria's 19 
states. In the 13th state, Kano, he 
scored about 20%. The Federal 
E l e c t o r a l  C o m m i s s i o n , 
F E D E C O,  n e v e r t h e l e s s , 
declared him winner. Two-thirds 
of  19 is 12-two-thirds.

Chief  Obafemi Awolowo, the 
Senior Advocate of  Nigeria, 
SAN, who came second in the 
ballot on the ticket of  the Unity 
Par ty  o f  Niger ian ,  UPN, 
challenged the declared outcome 
before the election petition 
tribunal. If  he succeeded, the 
country would have conducted a 
second round to decide the 
winner.

The case went all the way up 
to the Supreme Court of  Nigeria. 
The military had committed to 
leaving power on October 1, 
1979. Elections took place on 
August 11 and a mere 50 days 
separated election day from 
hand-over day due for October 1. 
It was not a lot of  time.

F o u r  d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e 
designated date of  the military 
hand-over, on September 26, 
1979,  the  Supreme Cour t 
announced its judgement. Six of  
the seven Justices reasoned that 
in order to arrive at two-thirds of  
19, you had to work out 25% of  
two-thirds of  the votes cast in the 
13th state. By this act of  judicial 
fission, they determined that the 
20% of  Kano State scored by 
Shehu Shagari was enough to 
cross the threshold and that the 

proclamation of  a winner by the 
FEDECO was “in substantial 
compliance” with the standard 
prescribed by the Electoral Act.

Since 1979, therefore, the 
legal standard required for the 
announcement of  results in any 
e l e c t i o n  i n  N i g e r i a  i s 
“substantial compliance”. This 
can be subjective to the point of  
whimsical. What it means in fact 
has steadily been whittled away 
into meaninglessness over four 
decades  o f  mul t i -agency, 
electoral chicanery.

While the standard has been 
constant, the circumstances to 
which it is applied have varied. 
In 2007, for instance, the issue 
wa s  w h e t h e r  a n  e l e c t i o n 
organised without serialised 
ballot papers to control for the 
contaminat ion  o f  ba l lo t s 
nevertheless met the standard. 
The Supreme Court held that it 
did, reasoning rather bizarrely 
that such a scenario did not 
inherently favour any candidate 
over others but essentially 
created a level rigging field.

In 2023, the outcome of  the 
presidential election will almost 
certainly rest on the meaning of  
“substantial compliance” in the 
context of  metastatic insecurity 
which is likely to preclude voting 
in some locations in the country. 
Although elections in Nigeria 
have historically not been 
complete without violence, 2023 
will be the first time in which the 
country will confront a real 
possibi l i ty that  i t  may be 
impossible to undertake voting 
safely in a significant number of  
locations around the country.

While assuring the country 
and the world of  the desire of  the 

I n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i o n a l 
Electoral Commission, INEC, 
under his leadership to organise 
the 2023 elections to schedule, 
Commission chairperson, 
Professor Mahmood Yakubu, 
has  increas ingly  become 
voluble about the possibility 
that a multiplicity of  insurgent 
groups in different parts of  the 
country could interfere with or 
preclude the exercise of  the 
franchise to a significant scale.

Assessments by both the 
s e c u r i t y  s e r v i c e s  a n d 
independent monitors are even 
more worrisome. In December 
2022, the Blair Institute for 
Global Change issued a report 
to the effect that insecurity had, 
i n  e f f e c t ,  p u t  N i g e r i a ' s 
democracy under  threat . 
Providing a sense of  the scale 
o f  t h e  v i o l e n c e ,  t h e 
International Crisis Group 
reported also in the same 
month that “at least 10,000 
Nigerians were killed in armed 
c o n f l i c t  a n d  ove r  5 , 0 0 0 
abducted from January to mid-
December 2022. Other data 
indicate that at least 550 of  774 
local government areas saw 
incidents of  armed conflict 
between January and mid-
December”.

Estimates of  the number of  
places, units, or voters who may 
be affected vary. The Vanguard 
newspaper s  r e por t ed  on 
January 8, 2023 that the 
conduct of  elections could be 
precluded in hundreds of  
locations in up to 14 States 
around the country.

O n  O c t o b e r  2 ,  2 0 2 2 , 
Thisday newspaper reported an 

a s s e s s m e n t  b y  N i ge r i a ' s 
security services indicating that 
insecurity could preclude the 
conduct of  elections in 686 
communities or wards located 
in at least “90 local government 
areas, LGAs, and 18 states of  
the federation”. This represents 
7.78% of  the 8,812 wards in the 
country. Without an idea of  the 
voting population of  each of  
these wards, it is impossible to 
make a determination as to the 
number of  registered voters 
who suffer this exposure. The 
n u m b e r  w o u l d  a l m o s t 
assuredly run into millions.

Even if  voting eventually 
were to occur in many of  these 
places, the violence could have 
such a chilling effect as to mar 
election administration or 
deplete turn out. Voters, afraid 
for their personal security, may 
choose other things to do or 
simply lie low in their places of  
abode rather than turn out and 
risk fatal consequence.

The potential effect of  
i n s e c u r i t y  o n  a n y w h e r e 
a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e  s c a l e 
reportedly estimated by the 
security services would be very 
far reaching. Confronted with 
this, the country must plan for 
the consequences of  the failure 
or frustration of  voting on such 
a scale or for its impact on the 
outcomes. As a mathematical 
proposition, if  the number of  
voters registered in the affected 
u n i t s  o r  l o c a t i o n s  i s 
cumulatively up to or more 
than the margin between the 
top two candidates, then surely, 
there cannot be a winner.

But there could also be a 

more challenging scenario 
where the number of  affected 
units or voters in a state may be 
such as to impinge on the 
question whether or not a 
particular candidate could or 
could not have made 25% of  
the votes cast. The question 
whether the elections can go to 
a run-off  or not, could depend 
o n  w h e t h e r  i n s e c u r i t y 
p r e c l u d e d  “ s u b s t a n t i a l 
compliance” in a handful of  
states. That will  be legal 
uncharted territory.

W h a t e v e r  h a p p e n s , 
insecurity has already recorded 
its first electoral casualty. On 
the third anniversary of  its 
decision installing the man 
who came fourth as the winner 
of  the governorship election in 
Imo State in 2020, the Supreme 
Court on January 13, 2023 
disqualified the candidate of  
the Peoples Democratic Party, 
PDP, in Imo West Senatorial 
Zone of  the state from the 
contest for the Senate on 
February 25, holding that the 
primaries that produced him 
occurred in Owerri, the State 
capital, rather than Orlu, the 
zonal headquarters. The two 
locations are separated by a 
mere 35 kilometres. It was 
immaterial in the view of  the 
court that this change in venue 
was forced by lethal insecurity 
which made the conduct of  the 
primaries in Orlu impossible.

Substantial compliance will 
suffer bloody scrutiny over the 
next few months. It may even 
determine who becomes the 
next president.
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Dr. Uche Ogah welcomes Asiwaju Ahmed Bola Tinubu at Sam Mbakwe International Cargo Airport Owerri en-route
Abia State for presidential rally.

Imo Sports Commissioner meets Heartland
FC board on way forward

I
n a rescue designed deft 
move to return Heart-
land Football Club Ow-

erri back  to the National 
Premiership League , the 
Honourable Commissioner 
for Sports, Youth and Social 
Development Hon. Emeka 
Okoronkwo met with the 
Board Members of  Heart-
land FC and deliberated on 
alot of  issues surrounding 
the faith of  the club. 

The 3R Shared Prosperity 
Administration of  His Excel-
lency Distinguished Senator 
Hope Uzodinma Governor, 
Imo State has done so much 
for sports in the State and to 
Heartland FC in particular 
and still ready to graciously 
support the club to come out 
of  her quagmire. 

The Hon. Commissioner 
further told them that in his 
just one month in office the 
structure for the success of  
the Club and return of  her 
pride of  place has been set 
up. The team profiling and 
players status establishment 
has been concluded. We 
shall do what is genuinely 
possible to return the Heart-
land Football Club back to 

its premiership status and no-
table winning ways.

Hon. Emeka Okoronkwo 
stated this in his office at the 
State Secretariat and pres-
ent in the meeting were Rt. 
Hon Chyna Iwuanyanwu ( 
D/Speaker) ,Chief  Promise 
Nwachukwu (General Man-
ager) , Ambassador Anozie 
Nzewuihe ( Ag. Chairman) 
and Chief  (Sir) Jude Duruo-
ma (C.E.O Mmiri motor). 

The meeting also reviewed 
other surrounding affairs/ 
strategic plan of  the Club 
and  resolved to embarked on 
necessary corrective  meas -
ures in order to reinvigorate 
the darling football Club of  
Imo State and re-position it 
for greater sterling perfor-
mances.

The Board Members 
pledged their commitment to 
be on hand to advise the club 
regularly and give their tech-
nical, moral and financial 
support in any other ways 
they can.

In the proposed interven-
tionist agenda code named “ 
Operation Return Heartland 
Football FC Back To Na-
tional Premiership League 

“, the Board acknowledged 
the significance of  exploring 
other sources of  funding for 
the Club, noting that Gov-
ernment in the face of  dwin-
dling resources can not fund 
sports development alone, 
particularly football which 
on its own, can stand firm 
through a well coordinat-
ed sports marketing policy. 
Partnership with corporate 
organisations and individual 
lovers of  the round leather 
game, as it is case in other 
climes.

As a starting point for this 
envisaged operational revi-
talization and repositioning 
of  Heartland FC, Board 
Members solicited urgen t 
provision of  enabling work-
ing environment such as a 
functional modern office, a 
sustainable budgeting system 
that is  anchored on quarter-
ly subvention which will up-
scale managerial capacity for 
effectiveness and efficiency.

Ongoing efforts by the 
Board to re-- engineer the 
Heartland Football Club 
back to an upward mobile 
Football Club outfit amongst 
others includes; assembling 

Court ruling: Nkwegu remains LP 
Guber candidate in Ebonyi 
- Eze
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Director of  Legal 
Services of  the Labor 
Party Governorship 

Campaign Council in Eb-
onyi state, Chief  Eziaku Eze, 
says Dr Edward Nwegwu 
(Edon) remains the authentic 
gubernatorial candidate of  
the party in the State. 

Eze stated while reacting 
to the court ruling, in Enugu, 
wherein, Dr Nkwegu was 
sacked as LP guber candi-
date. He said in a statement 
that the Court merely ruled 
on a motion on notice filed 
by the party and another, to 
regularise the appeal pro-
cesses filed in respect of  an 
earlier judgement of  a Fed-
eral High Court sitting in 
Abakaliki, in Suit No: FHC/
AI/237/2022. 

“Following what tran-
spired in the Court of  Ap-
peal,Enugu Division on 
19/1/2023 it has become 
necessary to issue this state-
ment to enable the teaming 
supporters of  the Party and 
the general public to be prop-
erly guided. 

“The Court had ruled on 
a motion on notice filed by 
Labour Party and one oth-
er to regularize the Appeal 

processes filed in respect 
of  an earlier judgment of  a 
Federal High Court sitting in 
Abakaliki in Suit No. FHC/
AI/237/2022.

“The Appellants/Appli-
cants were in Court on the 
due date to file the process-
es but the Court was under 
lock and key because of  the 
now notorious case of  sit-at-
home/insecurity challenges 
in the South East Zone of  the 
country. 

“This obvious force ma-
jeure is an unarguable fact 
within public domain and 
was properly placed before 
the Honourable Court as re-
quired by applicable rules of  
Court but the Court in her 
wisdom allowed technicality 
to prevail over merit and by 
that did not go into the merit 
of  the substantive Appeal.” it 
stated.

He enjoined members of  
the party in the State to main-
tain calmness and not to be 
distracted by the development 
and pursue with increased 
vigour, focus and commit-
ment the electioneering cam-
paigns and determination “to 
liberate Ebonyi State from 
shackles of  pervasive poverty, 
bad governance, insecurity, 
unmitigated extra-judicial 
killings”, he added.

Ebonyi killings: Police arrest APC chair,
Reps candidate, others, recover rifles
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Ebonyi State Po-
lice command has  ar-
rested the State APC  

chairman, Chief  Stanley 
Okoro Emegha, the APC 
House of  Representatives 
candidate for Afikpo North/
South, Hon Eni Uduma and 
26 over  in connection with 
the crisis and killings of  Dec. 
26 at Ekoli-Edda Communi-
ty in Afikpo South Govern-
ment Area of  the state.

The State Police Public Re-
lations officer

SP Chris Anyanwu, who 
disclosed this during  a press 
conference in Abakaliki, said 
the Command also recovered 
one AK-47 rifle and live am-
munition, two pump action 
rifles, one Dane gun, three 
AK-47 magazines amongst 
others.

Recalls that the incident 
had claimed life of  three per-
sons including, a youth lead-
er in the community iden-
tified as Eseni Egwu, Eme 
Orji, younger brother to Eb-
onyi APC Chairman and an 
Inspector of  Police.

Anyanwu noted that some 
property destroyed during 
the incident include: resi-

dential building belonging to 
Ebonyi APC chairman, Stan-
ley-Okoro Emegha, Toyota 
Hilux van and one motorcy-
cle.

He said that others were 
Toyota Sienna space bus, one 
grocery shop, doors and win-
dows.

“The fracas that engulfed 
Ekoli-Edda on 26/12/2022 
ignited at about 1600 hours 
during a face-off  between the 
security aides of  Hon Stanley 
Okoro Emegha versus a fac-
tion of  Ekoli-Edda youth be-
lieved to be loyalists of  Hon 
Eni Uduma Chima”.

“The protracted politica 
rivalry/supremacy struggle 
between the duo, is the cause 
of  the showdown that took 
place. Interestingly, the two 
political stalwarts hail from 
same community, belong to 
same political party and even 
live in close proximity”.

“The visit of  the APC 
Chairman to his village on 
the fateful day, with his aides, 
infuriated the fragment of  
the youths in the area who 
are purportedly adherents 
of  Hon Eni Uduma Chima, 
hence the showdown that en-
sued”.

“The war songs chanted by 
Egwu Famous Chinedu, the 

Town Crier, amidst hitting/
blowing of  his gong/trum-
pet, respectively, galvanized 
the youth into further àction,          
hence, the rampage and esca-
lation of  the brouhaha”

“The investigation further 
revealed that an attempt to 
arrest one Aruah said to be 
the leader of  the Ekoli-Ed-

da Youth warriors, brought 
in the warriors who were  
reserved for the purpose of  
fighting in the Boundary 
Dispute between them and a 
neighbouring community in 
Cross River State. The said 
warriors wielded sophisticat-
ed prohibited firearms and 
their actions further degener-

ated the situation”
He explained that out of  

the suspects so far arrested, 
14 persons would be ar-
raigned in court.

 “They would be arraigned 
as prima facie case of  con-
spiracy, armed robbery, ar-
son, unlawful possession and 
malicious damage, which 

have been established against 
them.

 “The command is advis-
ing the youth from all com-
munities and clans in Ebonyi 
to learn positive lessons from 
the ill-fated incident of  Dec. 
26 that befell Ekoli-Edda and 
guard against its replication,” 
Anyanwu added.

tested and experienced play-
ers that are currently un-
dergoing intensive training 
programmes , embarking on 
friendly matches which have 
started with a two grade A 
friendly matches.

The Honourable Com-
missioner for Sports, Youth 
and Social Developmen t, 
expressed gratitude to Mem-
bers of  the Heartland FC 
Board for honouring his in-
vitation at very short notice 
and, reassured the Board that 
Imo State Sports loving Gov-
ernor, Senator Hope Uzo-
dimma is concerned about 
the fortunes of  Heartland 
FC and will look into their 
submissions in order to bring 
back smiles on the faces of  
Imolites, lovers and followers 
of  the game of  football.

In the same vein, Board 
Members thanked the Hon-
ourable Commissioner Hon. 
Emeka Okoronkwo for his 
open door policy, listening 
ears, managerial acumen, 
indebt understanding of  
football administration, 
challenges of  the Club and 
his support /interventionist 
roles at this critical time.
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By Ikenna Orioha

R
esidents of  Douglas 
in Owerri Munic-
ipal Council, have 

decried incessant robbery, 
attack and hooliganism by 
hoodlums.

They regretted that over 
the years hooligans and 
criminals have been terror-
ising Douglas and its envi-
rons with government, se-
curity agents and residents 
doing practically nothing 
to stop them.

The residents cried that 

the criminals have instilled 
great fear in the public so 
that they rob, attack and 
dehumanize their victims 
in the glare of  the public 
who watch them moroni-
cally and helplessly.

Speaking to our report-
er who called on Monday, 
one of  the victims, Mrs. 
Edith Chukwu, a trader, 
who sells food stuff, confid-
ed that she was robbed on 
gun point in the early hours 
of  Thursday last week near 
Eke- Ukwu Market, Doug-
las, when she was going to 

buy some goods with no 
passersby coming for her 
rescue.

According to her, “I’m a 
petty trader, who deals on 
foodstuffs. On Monday last 
week, exactly at about 7: 
30 Am, I was going to the 
market to buy foodstuffs, 
on getting to Douglas (af-
ter Mbaise Road), to my 
perplexity, a gang of  3 boys 
stopped me, brought out 
a pistol, pointed it at me, 
they took my bag, boldly 
opened it, took away my 
#30,000 and walked away 

majestically with passersby 
and traders mopping at us 
helplessly.

The scene lasted for 
about 5 minutes with no 
security agent on sight to 
stop them. I was able to go 
back to my home because 
someone gave me N200 
transport fare. Douglas is a 
volatile area, a den of  crim-
inals and cultists. Many 
people have been killed, 
maimed rendered poor and 
frustrated by hoodlums”.

Explaining that Ower-
ri city is entirely ridened 

By Grace Ofurum

T
he Labour Party Gu-
bernatorial Aspirant, 
Imo State, Maj. Gen. 

Lincoln Ogunewe (Rtd) has 
reeled out the qualifications 
state funded security outfits 
must meet for effective oper-
ations.

Speaking to newsmen, the 
security expert, Ogunewe 
noted that given the rising 
insecurity in the states, most 
State Governors have es-
tablished security outfits to 
check the menace, adding 
that it is the constitutional 
duty of  State Governors to 
ensure the protection of  lives 
and property of  their citi-
zens. 

He hinted that in ensuring 
that the issue of  insecurity is 
addressed, the establishment 
of  such security outfits must 
pass certain litmus tests to be 
seen as working in the inter-
est of  the citizenry and not 
against them.

Ogunewe who’s hopeful 

Some of the suspects paraded in Abakaliki.

with pocket robbery and 
hooliganism which are 
unchecked, a resident of  
Douglas and a student, 
Anokam Chidiebere, told 
residents to always summon 
up courage to confront the 
hoodlums to reduce crim-
inality and intimidation at 
the area. He observed that 
women and girls are the 
main victims.

“The level of  criminality 
that happens in Owerri city 
particularly Douglas area 
on daily basis is a thing out 
of  place. 

that he will emerged the can-
didate of  Labour Party after 
the primary, stated that for 
security outfit to be success-
ful, it must have a name and 
must be established by act of  
the State House of  Assembly, 
especially that this gives the 
security outfit legality and 
foundation. 

The retired Major General 
who has paid his dues in the 
defense of  the country posit-
ed that the state governments 
must ensure that any security 
outfit goes through some lev-
el of  para-military training 
especially on intelligence & 
weapon handling.

He continued that the out-
fit must have an office and 
a recognized address where 
citizens could go to make 
complaints and reports, in-
sisting that the outfit must 
have an organogram with a 
well known command struc-
ture for ease of  identification. 

The internationally rec-
ognized security expert, 
Ogunewe  said that Com -

‘‘There are different kinds 
of  hoodlums who pick 
pockets, robe people with 
guns and other dangerous 
weapons, ransack houses, 
loot shops, rape women 
and girls with nothing being 
done by the security agents 
to apprehend and prosecute 
them to serve as deterrent.

We are living in fear in 
Douglas. Night life has dis-
appeared”.

They begged government 
to rise to the problem to re-
duce criminality and hooli-
ganism at the area.

mander of  the outfit and 
Sub-Commanders must be 
known and reachable, add-
ing that the outfit must have 
form of  identity, uniform 
and identity card for its per-
sonnel with unique vehicle 
colour and markings for ease 
of  identification by citizens. 
He said security outfits are 
not shredded in secrecy.    

He called on some gover-
nors to toe the line of  how 
Amotekun in South West, 
which is making progress in 
fighting insecurity was creat-
ed. It fits into the above crite-
ria. He said any outfit should 
be launched to create aware-
ness of  its existence, advising 
that the outfit must cooperate 
with the Military, Police and 
other Security Agencies in 
the discharge of  their duties 
for effectiveness and efficien-
cy.

He commented that any 
state security outfit that does 
not meet the above criteria 
and more can be likened to 
a militia, regretting that mi-

litias all over the world are 
known to kill, maim and 
destroy. He called on citi-
zens to put hands on deck to 
fight the issue of  insecurity 
as according to him, secu-
rity is everybody’s business, 
while urging all and sundry 
to imbibe  the best weapons 
of  conflict resolution which 
are dialogue, pacification 
and reintegration rather than 
bullets and guns.

Alliances for Africa tasks journalists 
on objective, balanced reportage
By Grace Ofurum

A 
non Governmental 
Organisation, Al-
liances For Africa 

AFA in a bid to ensure prop-
er reportage of  the forth-
coming election has called 
on journalists in Imo state 
to ensure objectivity, clarity 
and transperancy in their 
profession as the forth estate 
of  the realm.

Speaking at the one-day 
capacity building workshop 
for media professionals, 
the Assistant  Director of  
programmes, Radio Nige-
ria,  Heartland FM Owerri, 
Faith Mbaneme stated that 
the bedrock for being an ef-
fective journalists is to devel-
op passion for the job, this 
she said will spur them to be 
objective, stating clearly the 
facts in their reportage with-
out bias.

She adviced that journal-
ists should not be partisan so 
as to discharge their duties 
without fear nor favour to 
any political party.

According to her, journal-
ists should be distinct in their 
profession thereby shunning 
any form of  corruption or  
inducement that will affect 
social, political and eco-
nomical development.

Mbaneme  further high -
lighted on the attitude of  
some journalists who dis-
seminate unverified infor-

mations which create tension 
and distort public health. She 
urged journalists to do more 
of  social responsibility which 
is one of  the core attributes 
of  a media practitioner.

The media professional, 
Mbaneme who spoke pas-
sionately about changing the 
narrative in the media prac-
tice charged journalists to 
differentiate themselves from 
the usual social media re-
porters by making researches 
to confirm the source of  an 
information before spreading 
it to the public.

Above all, she appealed to 
journalists to ensure they sat-
isfy their conscience in their 
practice and live a legacy 
worth emulating.

Making her remarks,  Lil-
ian Ibeh of  Alliances for Af-
rica urged media practition-
ers to help in the fight against 
corruption through effective 
reportage during and after 
the 2023 general elections in 
state.

Fire guts Nodu Okpuno Mata foam 
depot in Anambra

This is contained in a state-
ment signed by the Di-

rector/Fire Chief  of  Anam-
bra Fire Service, Mr Martin 
Agbili, and made available to 
newsmen in Onitsha.

According to him, at about 
5.39 p.m., the Anambra State 
Fire Service received a dis-
tress call of  fire outbreak at 
Mata foam depot, NODU, 
Okpuno.

“We immediately deployed 

our fire truck and our brave 
firefighters to the fire scene.

“The fire fighting operation 
was very successful as we 
were able to fight, stop, con-
trol and extinguished the fire 
to a standstill,” he said.

The fire chief  said that they 
were able to save a lot of  mat-
tresses in the depot.

“We also saved all the sur-
rounding residential homes 
around the fire scene.’’

I, Enwerem Ijeoma Joy, 
Female, Nigerian Citizen 
from Isiala Mbano LGA 
Imo State do hereby 
make Oath and state as 
follows:
1. That my name is 
Enwerem Ijeoma Joy.
2. That I am a 100 Level 
student of  Biochemistry 
at Imo State University.
3. That I make this Oath 
for myself  so as to correct 
the error arising from the 
record in my name.
4. That my name is 
Enwerem Ijeoma Joy.
5. I wish to correct all re-
cords that does not reflect 
Enwerem Ijeoma Joy
which is my real name.
6. I make this Oath in 
good faith and conscien-
tiously believing the con-
tents to be true and in ac-
cordance with Oath Act.

CHANGE OF NAME
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OCDA GM, Engr. Francis Chukwu felicitates with
Gov. Uzodimma on the conferment of Chieftaincy
title on him as 'Chukwumereze Ndi Okigwe'

well as ongoing total 
reconstruction of  Owerri-
Umuahia road which 
equally traverses Obowo 
LGA in Okigwe Zone, 
the 5km r ural  roads 
respectively in all the 
LGAs in the state in 
addition to the 2.5km 
Owerri road in Okigwe 
LGA which was long 
c o m p l e t e d  a n d  s t i l l 
remains very solid since 
o v e r  t w o  y e a r s  o f  
completion, among other 
projects too numerous to 
mention.

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t 
significant things about 
these projects  is  the 
standard, quality and 
durability which remains 
a clear departure of  what 
was witnessed in Imo 
State in the past in which 
projects failed just few 
m o n t h s  a f t e r  t h e i r 
construction.

As we thank God 
Almighty absolutely for 
the grace granted unto 
Your Excellency, we pray 
for greater Grace to 
accomplish many more 
projects that will place 
Imo State on the highest 
p e d e s t a l  a m o n g  t h e 
comity of  states in the 
nation just as we pray for 
enduring peace that will 
enable Imolites to enjoy 
t h e  p r o j e c t s  b e i n g 
bequeathed by the Shared 
Prosperity Government 
o f  G o v e r n o r  H o p e 
U z o d i m m a .

Engr. Francis Chukwu
SA/GM, OCDA.

heartily felicitate with all 
people of  goodwill on the 
groundbreaking occasion 
of  the 2023 New Year.

I n d e e d ,  t h e 
immediate past year 2022 
c a m e  w i t h  i t s  o w n 
successes and Challenges 
accordingly but the good 
Lord in His inf inite 
Mercies and amazing 
Grace made it possible 
for us to pull through and 
enter the New Year 2023 
and we cannot thank 
God enough for  the 
privilege to witness yet 
another new year which 

have the desired outcome 
in the new year 2023.

Importantly, let's put 
aside our differences and 
those tendencies that pull 
us down and instead 
harness our areas of  
s t rength  among one 
another so that together 
w e  w i l l  a c h i e v e 
resounding successes in 
all facets of  our lives both 
i n d i v i d u a l l y  a n d 
collectively.

Notably, there's is no 
d e n y i n g  t h a t  n o 
meaningful achievement 
can be recorded where 

w i s d o m  u p o n  o u r 
Leaders for them to get it 
right in all their actions 
and inactions. As I pray 
for God's ever abiding 
presence all through the 
New Year 2023, may 
unending happiness that 
surpasses al l  human 
understanding be our 
p o r t i o n  f r o m  t h e 
beginning to the end of  
the year 2023. To God be 
the Glory AMEN.

E n g r .  F r a n c i s 
C h u k w u
SA/GM, OCDA.

t is with delight that I Ijoin the good people 
of  Okigwe Zone and 

indeed all well meaning 
Imolites to most warmly 
f e l i c i t a t e  w i t h  t h e 
Executive Governor of  
Imo State His Excellency 
Distinguished Senator 
Hope Uzodimma on the 
grand recept ion and 
c o n f e r m e n t  o f  t h e 
Chieftaincy title on Your 
Excellency Sir as the 
C h u k w u m e r e z e  N d i 
Okigwe.

Your Excellency Sir, 
the grand reception and 
c o n f e r m e n t  o f  t h i s 
Chieftaincy title by the 
Traditional Rulers of  
Okigwe Zone is another 
remarkable feather that 
has been added to Your 
Excel lency 's  a l ready 
decorated cap which is 
indeed a further show of  
apprec ia t ion  by  the 
Stakeholders and good 
people of  Okigwe Zone 
for carrying the zone 
along in the scheme of  
things under the Shared 
Prosperity Government.

Obviously, we will 
continue to relish and 
remain ever so grateful 
for the unprecedented 
achievements recorded 
by Your Excellency's 
Administration across 
the length and breadth of  
t h e  s i x  L o c a l 
Government Areas of  
Okigwe Zone especially 
in the total reconstruction 
of  Owerri-Okigwe road 
which cuts across three 
LGAs of  Isiala Mbano, 
Onuimo and Okigwe as 

Happy New Year 
people of goodwill!

t  i s  wi th  u tmost Igrati tude to God 
Almighty for  the 

inestimable gift of  life 
and sustenance that I 
E N G R .  F R A N C I S 
CHUKWU the Special 
Adviser to the Governor 
and General Manager of  
O w e r r i  C a p i t a l 
Development Authority 
(OCDA), on behalf  of  
my family, the entire 
Management and Staff  
of  the Agency wish to 

p r e s e n t s  u s  t h e 
uncommon opportunity 
for a fresh start. 

As we commence the 
journey into the new year 
2023, it's very pertinent 
and instructive for us to 
do a proper retrospection 
and introspection on the 
outgone year 2022 so that 
we can realize the areas 
we did well and equally 
spot out the areas we 
d i d n ' t  l i v e  u p  t o 
expectations so that we 
will be able to adjust very 
well in order to close 
loopholes, to be able to 

there is no peace so in this 
year 2023, let us make 
peace a priority in our 
day to day activities so 
t h a t  o u r  p l a n s  a n d 
expectat ions wil l  be 
actualized this new year 
and beyond.

Ultimately, may we 
always remember to put 
our heavenly father first 
in all that we do this year 
as God Almighty alone 
remains the one that will 
make a way where there 
seems to be no way. Let us 
equally make it a point of  
duty to pray for God's 

New Year message from the OCDA GM Engr Francis Chukwu



will be no election in the 
Southeast.”

But Police spokesperson 
in the state, Henry Okoye, 
blamed IPOB and ESN, 
saying the command was on 
the matter even before the 
killers released the video to 
the public.

He was later rushed to a 
hospital where he died two 
days after.

The  defendant  was 
arraigned on one count of  
murder. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
prosecution, the offence 
contravenes sections 319 
and 355 of  the Criminal 
Code Law, Cap. 37 Vol. II 
Laws of  Ondo State, 2006. 

The police prosecutor, 
Augustine Omhenemhen, 

distress call  in Gonan 
Doctor Village, Igabi LGA 
and laid ambush at a likely 
crossing point in Maraban 
Huda village where they 
neutralized one bandit and 
a kidnapped victim who 
was injured was rescued and 
taken to Jaji Cantonment 

Okoye,  an  Ass i s tant 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  s a i d 
Commissioner of  Police 
Mohammed Ahmed Barde 
inaugurated a high-powered 
team to probe the abduction 
and find the killers.

urged the court to remand 
t h e  d e f e n d a n t  i n  t h e 
Olokuta Custodial Centre 
pending the outcome of  
advice from the Directorate 
of  Public Prosecutions.

I n  h i s  r u l i n g ,  t h e 
Magistrate, R.O. Yakubu, 
ordered the defendant to be 
remanded in prison and 
adjourned the case till 
M a r c h  1 9 ,  2 0 2 3 ,  f o r 
mention.

Hospital for treatment.
”  T h e  t r o o p s  a l s o 

recovered one AK47 rifle, 
one pump action gun, one 
Improv i sed  Exp los ive 
Device, one Baofeng Radio, 
and 10 motorcycles”, the 
statement said.

that there would be no 
election in the country.

They also threatened to 
kill Imo State Governor, 
Hope Uzodimma and other 
Imo residents.

The abductors kidnapped 
Ohizu and two others on 
Friday after razing his 
country home at Imoko 
c o m m u n i t y  i n 
Arondizuogu area of  the 
LGA.

They shot him in the legs 
before whisking him away.

A source said: “They 
beheaded the Ideato North 
Sole Administrator on 
Sunday.

“They posted the video of  

and attempt to escape from 
police custody.

The prosecutor, Mrs 
Olawunmi Osibanjo, said 
the defendant committed 
the offences on Nov. 22, 
2022 at Oluwakemi Bus-
stop, Isawo, Owutu in 
Ikorodu.

S h e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e 
defendant was taken to the 
police station where he 
attempted to also escape.

He tried to break the cell 
walls of  Owutu Police 
S ta t ion  where  he  was 
detained,” the prosecutor 
said.

Osibanjo said that the 
o f f e n c e s  c o n t r ave n e d 
Sections 406, 277, 271 and 
106 of  the Criminal Law of  
Lagos State, 2015.

Daniel Ndukwe, stated on 
Tuesday in Enugu that the 
lady was taken to Ozalla 
Police Division on January 
20 by a stranger. 

According to Ndukwe, 
efforts to obtain relevant 
information from the lady 
about her family had been 

fruitless as she appeared to 
be in a state of  mental 
disorder. 

“She has at different 
times given names such as 
Gloria, Ada and Mercy as 
her names.

“ P a r e n t s ,  f a m i l y 
members, friends or anyone 
that can identify and help 
the police to reunite the 
young lady with her family 
should please report to 
Ozalla Police Division or 
c a l l  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o n 
08053934696. 

“Such persons  can 
alternatively report at the 
nearest police station with 
necessary information, or 
call the police on toll-free 
numbers: 08032003702, 
0 8 0 7 5 3 9 0 8 8 3 , 
0 8 0 9 8 8 8 0 1 7 2  o r 
08086671202,'' Ndukwe 
stated. 

videos are terrifying. May 
God heal our land.”

Also in the video, the 
separatists said: “We are not 
ESN (Eastern Security 
Network), we are not IPOB 
(Indigenous People of  
Biafra), we are fighting to 
gain our freedom and there 

It was gathered that the 
victim was killed while 
settling a rift between the 
defendant and a man who 
owed him (Asojo) N700 on 
December 28, 2022, at Ute 
town, in the Owo Local 
Government Area of  the 
state. 

The 59-year-old, who 
was a security guard in a 
public primary school, was 
allegedly hit with a stone in 
the head by the defendant. 

roops of  Operation TForest Sanity have 
rescued 16 victims 

during operations in Birnin 
Gwari-Kaduna Road and a 
location in Igabi LGA.

S a m u e l  A r u w a n 
Commissioner, Ministry of  
Internal Security and Home 
Affa i rs,  Kaduna State 
disclosed this in a statement 
on Tuesday.

He said the troops 
ind=formed that the victims 
were rescued after they 
responded to a distress call 
along the Udawa-Manini 
axis of  the Birnin Gwari-
Kaduna Road.

In a similar operation, 
troops responded to a 

h e  S o l e TAdministrator of  the 
Ideato North Local 

Government Area of  Imo 
State, Christopher Ohizu, 
who was abducted last 
Friday, has been beheaded.

Ohizu's abductors, who 
c a l l e d  t h e m s e l v e s 
separatists, killed him on 
Sunday in a forest despite 
a l l e g e d l y  r e c e i v i n g 
N6million as ransom.

They tied the council boss' 
hands behind his back with 
a rope, while he knelt on the 
floor, before taking his life.

The video of  the murder 
surfaced online on Sunday.

In it, the killers insisted 

n Ikorodu Chief  

AMagistrates' Court 
i n  L a g o s  o n 

Tuesday remanded a 25-
ye a r - o l d  m a n ,  Fr i d ay 
N wa c h o r,  i n  K i r i k i r i 
Correctional Centre for 
allegedly kidnapping a five-
year-old girl.

The Chief  Magistrate, 
Mrs A.O Olateru-Olagbegi, 
who did not take the plea of  
Nwachor, ordered that the 
case file should be sent to 
the Director of  Public 
Prosecutions (DPP) for 
advice.

O l a t e r u - O l a g b e g i 
adjourned the case until 
Feb. 23 for DPP's advice.

Nwachor is facing a 
four-count charge bordering 
on attempt to steal a child 

he police in Enugu TState are desirous to 
reunite a lost-but-

found 20-year-old lady 
found wandering at Obe 
Community in Nkanu West 
Local Government Area of  
the state with her family. 

Police spokesman, DSP 

his beheading with his 
phone on his WhatsApp 
status. This was how people 
got to know that he had 
been beheaded.

“He was sl iced after 
collecting a ransom of  
N6millon. He was killed in 
such an inhuman way. The 

n  O n d o  S t a t e 

AMagistrates' Court 
sitting in Akure has 

r e m a n d e d  a  m a n , 
Funmilayo Asojo, in a 
c u s t o d i a l  c e n t r e  f o r 
a l l e g e d l y  k i l l i n g  a 
peacemaker, Bamiduro 
Adewole, with a stone. 
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Abducted Imo council boss beheaded after N6m ransom

Court remands man
over allegedly kidnapping
minor

Man stones peacemaker to death over N700

Troops rescue 16 kidnapped victims,
neutralize three bandits

Enugu police seek to reunite
lost-but-found lady with family 
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t some point later today, A24 January, the Governor 
of  the Central Bank of  

Nigeria, Godwin Emefiele is 
bound to be back in the news as 
the CBN's Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC) concludes its 
289th meeting and offers its 
position on the future direction of  
the country's macro-economic 
environment. Would the CBN 
adopt a further hawkish position 
and tighten rates or adopt an 
accommodative, wait-and-see 
position, this being the MPC 
meeting before Nigeria's general 
elections? What are Nigeria's 
takeaways and lessons from the 
global economic ecosystem, as 
indicated by signals from the 
Bretton Woods institutions, the 
Eurozone and the recently 
concluded global economic 
forum in Davos? What would be 
the message from the MPC with 
regard to inflation, the naira re-
design, money supply and the 
foreign exchange regime?

Whatever the CBN Governor 
says would be a signal of  the 
country's immediate economic 
direction and also of  his effective 
return to work after the drama in-
between his trip to the United 
States in December 2022, as part 
of  President Buhari's delegation 
to  the  US-Afr ica  Leaders ' 
S u m m i t ,  h i s  s u d d e n 
disappearance from the radar, 
due to his taking his annual leave 
in addition to a medical leave, and 
his eventual return to the country 
on 13 January, 2023. The drama 
in-between that we refer to has 
been well reported, namely the 
story that the Department of  
State Services (DSS) wanted to 
arrest the CBN Governor on 
allegations that he is a financier 
of  terrorism and economic 
crimes of  national security 
implications. The DSS went to 
court to seek the leave of  court to 
arrest the CBN Governor upon 
his return to the country. There 
have been court cases in this 
regard from which a lot has been 
revealed about our country and 
the conflict of  its institutions and 
what appears to be the complete 
lack of  co-ordination and synergy 
among state institutions.

Early December 2022, the 
Chief  Judge of  the Federal High 
Court, Justice J. T. Tsoho had 
declined an application by the 
DSS to arrest and detain the CBN 
Governor. Justice Tsoho declined 
the ex parte application by the 
DSS, citing the absence of  any 
concrete evidence to substantiate 
i t s  c l a i m s .  T h e  m a t t e r 
subsequently came up again in 
this case, in the court of  Justice 
Maryam Hassan of  the Federal 
Capital Territory's High Court 
where the Incorporated Trustees 
of  Forum for Accountability and 
Good Leadership sought an order 
of  court to enforce Emefiele's 
fundamental human rights. 
Justice Hassan again declined the 
DSS application, in a ruling 
delivered on December 29. 
Justice Hassan has been rightly 
praised for handling the matter 
expeditiously, but His Lordship 
made even more far-reaching 
declarations that should be 
underlined. One, the two courts 
agreed that the DSS does not 
need the leave of  court to arrest 
the CBN Governor whose office 
does not fall under the purview of  
S e c t i o n  3 0 8  o f  t h e  1 9 9 9 
Const i tut ion which g rants 

immunity from prosecution, 
while in office, only to the 
President, the Vice President, 
Governors and their Deputies 
making a total of  74 persons that 
are entitled to such privilege. 
Two, both courts stressed the 
point that the CBN Governor 
cannot be arrested on the basis of  
mere suspicion or allegations 
without concrete evidence. 
Justice Hassan had used the word 
“an  impor tant  person”  or 
something like that, but what the 
court was drawing attention to is 
the tendency of  the security 
agencies to arrest just about 
anyone on a whim and a caprice, 
without any prior evidence or 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  o r  t h e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  p r i m a 
faciecase. If  Emefiele had not 
been the CBN Governor, he 
could have been picked up like “a 
common criminal” and subjected 
to a harrowing experience only 
for the same state to discover that 
that there is no case to submit to 
court. This case highlighted again 
that we run a justice system that 
applies different rules according 
to status, ethnicity and class – in 
outright violation of  the rule of  
law as prescribed by the country's 
basic law, the 1999 Constitution.

Justice Maryam Hassan 
made the additional point that if  
the DSS wants to arrest the CBN 
Governor, it should have sought 
the clearance of  the President of  
the Federal Republic of  Nigeria 
to start with, or put the accused 
person on notice given the 
strategic position that he occupies 
and the implications for national 
security, financial stability and 
the flow of  foreign investments. 
Obviously, it would appear that 
the DSS did not inform the 
President and if  they did, nobody 
has told us. What everyone has 
seen is that when the CBN 
governor returned from his long 
stay overseas, and he met the 
President during a visit by the 
A r a b  B a n k  f o r  E c o n o m i c 
Development boss,  he was 
wa r m ly  we l c o m e d  b y  t h e 
P r e s i d e n t .  T h i s  h a s  b e e n 
interpreted by those expecting the 
President's intervention, body 
language or voice, to mean that 
the President has no problem 
w i t h  E m e f i e l e.  T h e  C B N 
Governor is an appointee of  the 
President of  Nigeria, even if  the 
CBN Act of  2007, Sections 1, 8, 
11 thereof  g rant  the CBN 
autonomy, and requires in 
Section 11, the concurrence of  
two-thirds of  the Senate in 
m a t t e r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e 
appointment or removal of  the 
CBN Governor.

The position of  a Central 
Bank as a political agency and its 
neutrality is a much-discussed 
subject in the study of  Central 
Banks worldwide. What needs to 
be pointed out here is that indeed, 
the point about the international 
dimension of  the move against 
N i ge r i a ' s  C B N  G ove r n o r, 
highlighted by the court of  Justice 
Hassan, has been proven, now 
that the international media is 
beginning to focus heavily on the 
subject especially Bloomberg. 
The principal role of  a Central 
Bank with regard to financial 
stability is signalling. A Central 
Bank as an institution sends out 
signals about the health and 
direction of  a country's economy. 
When the wrong signals are sent, 
the entire economy could be 
affected. Where else in the world 
does the Department of  State 

Services openly discredits a 
serving Central Bank Governor? 
By making Emefiele a target, the 
Department of  State Services 
may have inadvertently created 
more problems than it seeks to 
solve. It has issued denials here 
and there but so much damage 
has been done. The matter could 
have been handled differently and 
better in the over-arching interest 
of  the country and its financial 
system. It is a shame that it all got 
so messy with the sordid matter 
descending to the street level, 
with repor ts  of  sponsored 
protests and demonstrations in 
favour of  the CBN Governor on 
the streets of  Abuja, his residence 
being occupied by the police and 
no one claiming responsibility for 
the occupation. The Department 
of  State Services (DSS) has more 
far-reaching responsibilities than 
the Nigeria Police Force (NPF). It 
must resist the temptation to 
b e h ave  l i k e  eve r yd ay  l aw 
enforcement officers. Doing so 
will be a disservice to the scores 
of  intelligent and well-trained 
men and women among its ranks.

The DSS should be reminded 
that there has been a precedent in 
this regard. In 2014, Sanusi 
Lamido Sanusi, CBN Governor 
as he then was, faced a similar 
situation when the DSS seized his 
international passport upon his 
arrival from Niger where he had 
gone to attend a meeting of  
governors of  the Central Banks in 
West Africa. He was suspended 
from office while he was away in 
Niger. He was equally accused of  
t e r r o r i s m  f i n a n c i n g ,  a n d 
misconduct. Lamido was further 
accused of  having violated the 
Financial Regulations Council 
Act. The fiery Lamido who 
believed he was a victim of  a 
witch-hunt for trying to expose 
malfeasances within the system 
went straight to court to defend 
himself. The court not only ruled 
in his favour, the court awarded 
him damages to the tune of  N50 
million and asked the Federal 
Government to apologize to him. 
At the time, the DSS threatened 
to go on appeal and it did. I have 
no immediate facts as to whether 
or not Sanusi Lamido Sanusi 
eventually got the N50 million 
that the court awarded in his 
favour. Years later, it is the turn of  
Godwin Emefiele. Why is the 
D S S  a lway s  l i n k i n g  C B N 
Governors to terrorism? The 
opaqueness of  the allegation 
indeed confounds not just the 
courts but also the fair-minded 
and reasonable man on the street. 
Why would Nigeria back-to-
back, advertise the managers of  
its monetary policy as rogue 
elements, knowing that this could 
sabotage the county's economic 
fortunes and bring the country 
into international disrepute?

But what I find curious, and 
let me discharge this quickly is 
that more than any other CBN 
Governor before him, Godwin 
Emefiele has been a far more 
h a n d s - o n  r e g u l a t o r  a n d 
administrator. His remit is 
monetary policy but under his 
watch the CBN has been at the 
centre of  everything, completely 
ove r - s t r e t c h e d  b e yo n d  i t s 
traditional mandate. I don't 
consider this to be a good thing. 
But in the face of  the total 
abdication of  responsibility by 
other departments of  state, 
Emefiele's CBN stepped early 
into the void, and did whatever 
was  poss ib le  to  p r ior i t i ze 

Nigeria's economic interest, and 
the people's well-being. When the 
people who had been employed 
to manage Nigeria's fiscal policy 
could not deliver, and chose 
instead to demonstrate gross and 
insufferable incompetence, 
Emefiele stepped in with policies 
hitherto reserved for the fiscal 
space. The Federal Ministry of  
A g r i c u l t u r e  h a s  b e e n 
unimpressive since 2015, it 
doesn't even have a reliable 
Farmers' Register. Emefiele's 
CBN stepped in with the Anchor 
Borrowers' Programme and 
began to talk about value chain 
addition in the agriculture sector. 
COVID happened. The CBN 
again under Emefiele's watch 
stepped in and mobilized the 
p r iva t e  s e c t o r  t o  p r ov i d e 
necessary support. Although we 
are still waiting for a proper audit 
of  all the contracts that were 
awarded to wives and girlfriends 
under that scheme, nobody can 
deny the leadership that Emefiele 
and the CBN provided. This same 
CBN introduced anti-money 
laundering and counter-terrorism 
financing regulations.

However, in its new-found 
role of  helping the government to 
meet  i t s  needs  and  goa l s, 
Emefiele was ever so willing to 
support the Buhari government 
with ways and means, shoring up 
a debt of  over N22 trillion in 
careless violation of  the Fiscal 
Responsibility Act. Without 
Ways and Means, however the 
c o u n t r y  wo u l d  h ave  b e e n 
completely bankrupt – a clear 
sign of  the cluelessness of  the 
people Nigeria voted for in 2015. 
The only problem is that the CBN 
has no right to break the law in 
trying to help the situation. Let 
me add this: given his vantage 
position, Emefiele has so far 
created winners and losers in the 
N i g e r i a n  s y s t e m .  A s  t h e 
custodian of  the country's foreign 
exchange, his management of  
that regime is probably at the root 
of  his travails. Those who lost out 
in Nigeria's rent-sharing system 
are not expected to sing his praise. 
But what is more worrisome is 
how the Nigerian state keeps 
reducing the fortunes of  an entire 
country to the level  of  an 
individual, rather than focus on 
ins t i tu t ions.  Emef ie le  has 
suddenly become the subject 
rather than the CBN as an 
institution, or the larger subject of  
state failure.

I am not saying that Emefiele 
is above the law or beyond it. Far 
f rom i t .  I  am say ing  tha t 
hounding Emefiele ignores the 
deeper issues. When will the 
CBN be fit for purpose? Emefiele 
has not gone to court directly, like 
Sanusi Lamido before him, to 
defend his integrity, but he may 
well find himself  doing so at some 
point. But the question needs to 
be asked: can the DSS inquire 
into the monetary policy of  the 
CBN as it now purports to do? 
Defining monetary policy is not 
part of  the core function of  the 
DSS. To do so brazenly would 
amount to an overreach, in the 
a b s e n c e  o f  i n c r i m i n a t i n g 
e v i d e n c e .  T h e  s t a n d a r d 
procedure would have been for 
the government of  the day to 
order a forensic audit of  the CBN 
or compel it to release its full 
audited financials as required by 
law. The enabling law provides for 
that. And incidentally, the CBN 
has not published its own audited 
reports as required by law. To 

separate myths from realities, the 
best that the state can do is to 
insist and follow up on due 
process. Where are the CBN's 
audited reports? But to reduce the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria to a 
spectacle of  games within games, 
between the security and the 
political establishment is tough to 
watch. The bigger question that 
Nigeria needs to resolve is this: 
Do we want an independent CBN 
or not? How do we protect the 
independence and neutrality of  
the Central Bank of  Nigeria, and 
shield it from partisan disruption, 
even of  its leadership?

The argument that the CBN 
Governor is in the eye of  the 
storm because he redesigned 
some denominations of  the naira 
notes is silly if  it is true. In that 
regard, the CBN has not done 
anything illegal. It is perfectly 
within its purview to seek to 
control money supply, redesign 
the national currency and check 
counterfeiting. It may be argued 
that more time should be given to 
allow the new notes to circulate as 
has been done in the United 
Kingdom in a similar situation, 
but this cannot be a reason for the 
current hullabaloo! Emefiele 
argued that the currency redesign 
was in part a bulwark against 
inflation. He may have been 
proven right, given that the 
exchange rate has been relatively 
stable for a while, even if  the 
December effect may have had 
something to do with that as well. 
Some commentators have asked 
him to resign. I think that would 
even complicate the situation 
further. Resignation is not an 
option at this time. The law 
requires him to follow due 
process and give a three months' 
notice. During the pendency of  
that notice, a Deputy Governor is 
required to act. The uncertainty 
that could result from all of  that at 
this time of  transition in Nigerian 
politics, cannot bode well for the 
Nigerian economy. Emefiele has 
two more years in office. If  it suits 
the next government that will 
assume office in May 2023, to 
remove him, then let it be up to 
that new government to follow 
due process and act as it deems 
best in the overall interest of  
Nigeria. In the meantime, he can 
be investigated if  there are 
concrete grounds for doing so.

Having said all these, the 
point must be made that this 
particular CBN Governor – 
Godwin Emefiele- is embattled 
because he made the mistake of  
showing interest in partisan 
politics. His pain is significantly 
self-inflicted. The CBN Act is 
patterned after the enabling Act 
of  the Bank of  England. At the 
height of  political provocations, 
Governors of  the Bank of  
England stay completely above 
the fray and avoid partisan 
politics. Emefiele crossed the line. 
He  a l lowed h imse l f  to  be 
deceived by those who told him 
he could become President. 
When the same spell-binders 
abandoned him, he was left alone 
to carry the can. This is the cause 
of  the kind of  embarrassment he 
currently receives and the CBN 
being brought down to the level of  
t h e  s t r e e t .  E ve n  o u t r i g h t 
imbeciles now offer opinions 
about CBN policies these days 
and it is frustrating to see. Future 
CBN Governors would have to 
learn from his travails. His best 
bet is to prepare for the worst after 
the elections.

By Reuben Abati
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uper  Eag le s  v i ce -

Sc a p t a i n ,  Wi l l i a m 
Troos t -Ekong  has 

completed his loan move to 
Serie A club, Salernitana.

Saler ni tana has  the 
obligation to buy the centre-
back at the end of  the season.

“US Salernitana 1919 
communicates that it has 
reached an agreement with 
W a t f o r d  F C  f o r  t h e 
temporary transfer with the 
right to buy the defender 
born in '93 William Troost-
Ekong,” the club announced 

apoli striker and 

Nreported transfer 
target ,  Victor 

Osimhen is reportedly 
' t o o  e x p e n s i v e '  f o r 
Manchester United.

Sky Sports Germany 
j o u r n a l i s t  F l o r i a n 
Plettenberg reported back 
i n  N o v e m b e r  t h a t 
Osimhen was one of  the 
'top candidates' to replace 
Cristiano Ronaldo, who 
went on to join Saudi side 
Al Nassar.

However, it was said 
that Napoli would want 
not want to let him go in 
January, and his price 
may be a stumbling block.

Taking to Twitter, 

rsenal midfielder, 

AGranit  Xhaka, 
has been named 

S w i t z e r l a n d ' s  m a l e 

website on Tuesday.
Reacting, Xhaka said 

he was proud to be named 
his country's national 
team Player of  the Year.

H e  w r o t e  o n 
Instagram: “Very proud to 
be named Switzerland 
player of  the year. Big 
thanks for the support – it 
really means a lot.”

X h a k a  e n j o ye d  a 
stellar year in his country's 
colours.

He featured in all 13 of  
h i s  na t ion ' s  matches 
during the calendar year.

Xhaka played in 1,143 
out of  a possible 1,170 
minutes during that time, 
wearing the captain's 
armband throughout.

through a statement in their 
official website on Tuesday.

The 28-year-old joined 
the Garnets from Sky Bet 
C h a m p i o n s h i p  c l u b , 
Watford.

The Nigerian returned to 
the Italian top flight after a 
previous stint at Udinese.

Troost-Ekong spent two 
seasons at Udinese before 
comple t ing  a  move  to 
Watford in 2020.

He has featured in 17 
league games for Watford 
this season scoring once.

Plet tenberg has now 
g ive n  a n  u p d a t e  o n 
Osimhen, saying that he 
is 'still on the list' of  
United, but he is 'no 
longer' the top transfer 
target, as he has been 
deemed 'too expensive' at 
€100m (£88m):

“News #Osimhen: 
He is still on the list of  
#MUFC but no longer 
the top transfer target in 
s u m m e r .  B i g g e s t 
problem: Too expensive! 
Neapel wants more than 
€100m. Been told: Man 
Utd board is not willing to 
pay that price and is 
therefore looking for 
cheaper solutions.”

national team Player of  the 
Year for 2022.

Arsenal disclosed this 
in a statement via its 

Wednesday 25 - Thursday 26 January, 2023 

Everton eye former
Leeds coach as
Lampard's replacement 

verton are reportedly Ehighly considering 
former Leeds coach 

M a r c e l o  B i e l s a  a s 
replacement for sacked 
manager, Frank Lampard. 

Lampard was fired on 
Monday after a run of  poor 
performances that has landed 
Everton in 19th place out of  
20 on the Premier League 
table, the latest being a 2-0 
defeat by West Ham at the 
L o n d o n  S t a d i u m  o n 
S a t u r d a y,  t h e i r  t h i r d 
consecutive loss  in the 
league. 

They have also lost 11 
games, drawn six and won 
just three matches out of  20 
games played so far. They 
have  the  wors t  v ic tor y 
recorded in the league this 
season. 

The former Chelsea boss 
arrived at Goodison Park in 
January 2022, and although 
he helped the club avoid 
relegation last season, he 
leaves Everton with only 15 
points out of  20 games.

An Everton statement 
said, “Everyone at Everton 
would like to thank Frank 

igeria's U-20 side, 

Nthe Flying Eagles 
will now travel to 

Morocco on February 8 for 
the final phase of  their 
training exercise ahead of  the 

The Confederation of  
African Football  (CAF) 
demanded that 21 players be 
r e g i s t e r e d  b y  e a c h 
participating country.

Ladan Bosso's side will 
engage in a series of  friendlies 
while in Morocco.

The players and their 
officials will depart for Egypt 

and his coaching staff  for 
their service during what has 
b e e n  a  c h a l l e n g i n g  1 2 
months. 

“Frank and his team's 
commitment and dedication 
h av e  b e e n  e x e m p l a r y 
throughout their time at the 
club, but recent results and 
the current league position 
meant this difficult decision 
had to be taken. We wish 
Frank and all his backroom 
team well for their future in 
the game. 

“The club has started the 
process to secure a new 
manager and will provide 
updates on the appointment 
in due course.”

Meanwhile, Bielsa, who 
has been out of  work since he 
left Leeds in February last 
year, has already held talks 
with the club's hierarchy 
about taking over and has 
indicated his willingness to 
take on the job, Sky Sports 
said. 

The Toffees' next game is 
not until February 4, when 
table-topping Arsenal visit 
Goodison Park. 

2023 Africa U-20 Cup of  
Nations.

The team was earlier 
scheduled to travel to the 
North African country in late 
January but the tour has now 
been moved to next month.

25 players will make the 
trip, while four will later be 
dropped.

four days before the start of  
the competition.

The competition will start 
on February 19 and run till 
March 11.

The Flying Eagles will 
open their campaign against 
S e n e g a l  a t  t h e  C a i r o 
International Stadium on 
February 19.

Troost-Ekong seals loan
move to Serie A

Osimhen 'too expensive'
– Man Utd insists 

U-2O AFCON: Flying Eagles off to Morocco February
8 for training tour

Arsenal midfielder, Xhaka wins
Player of the Year award
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u r  p e o p l e  a r e 

Ob e c o m i n g  s o 
obsessed with their 

rascality, criminality and 
worse  s t i l l ,  inordinate 
ambitions that they imagine 
God, as utterly weak, far-off  
and completely inactive and 
powerless to intervene in 
these rising and trending 
excesses of  human actions 
and reactions.

These venomous class 
persons that is relatively 
dominating this generation 
i s  o u r  p e o p l e  i s  m o s t 
incredibly toxic, especially 
as it is encapsulating our 
divide: more seriously is that 
their actions is trading 
against the tenets and spirits 
of  our  t radi t ional  and 
C h r i s t i a n  e t h i c s  a n d 
morality; these persons have 
sold their conscience to the 
beast that they have become 
far more vicious than the 
m o s t  d a n g e r o u s  w i l d 
animals known to man. 
They have lost love for 
humanity, value for human 
life and feelings for blood. 

Even in  the animal 
world, Dogs don't eat dogs, 
Cats don't eat cats; but very 
outrageously, human beings 
this generation eat their likes 
and fellows. Yes! It doesn't 
sound real but it is true. 

The currently rising 
atmosphere of  violence, 
killings and kidnappings 
have eroded peace and 
b r o t h e r ly  l ove.  T h e s e 
dastardly developments have 
overrun homes, villages and 
communities. 

And very unfortunately, 
t h e s e  a g o n i z i n g 
d e t e r i o r a t i o n s  a r e 
threatening to overwhelm 
the entire Southeastern 
r e g i o n  a n d  i n  f a c t ,  i t 
por tends  g rave  i l l  and 
c o n s e q u e n c e s  f o r  o u r 
society, just to say the least. 

For God's sake, these 
killings are inhumane and 
utterly barbaric. How can 

people live in fear and panic 
everyday of  their life? What 
can they do, where can they 
run to, for help? Properties 
are not spared. Personal 
houses and public offices are 
va n d a l i s e d  a n d  r a z e d 
regularly. An absolutely gory 
and helpless scenario.

These spate of  senseless 
killings, random arson and 
h e a r t l e s s  a b d u c t i o n s 
absolutely confirms anarchy 
and further endorses our 
status as a failed State. More 
frustratingly, the trend has 
recently intensified to a 
worrisome degree. But, how 
did we get to this point? 

On the other  hand, 
misgu ided  se para t i s t s, 
freelance terrorists and 
sponsored criminal and 
ki l lers  have used their 
activities to destroy the 
region's hitherto booming 
social and economic life. 
F r a n k l y,  t h e  a l r e a d y 
frightened populace lives in 
f e a r  a n d  u n c e r t a i n t y 
everyday of  their life. 

More bewildering, is the 
mode of  operation of  these 
misch ie f -makers  code -
named 'Unknown Gunmen'. 
In many instances, they 
l eave  the  pub l i c  more 
c o n f u s e d  a f t e r  t h e i r 
operations, that it becomes 

And they woke him and said 
to him, “Teacher, do you not 
care that we are perishing?” 
And he awoke and rebuked 
the wind and said to the sea, 
“Peace! Be still! And, the 
wind ceased, and there was a 
great calm. 

He said to them, “Why 
are you so afraid? Have you 
still no faith?” And they were 
filled with great fear and said 
to one another, “Who then is 
this, that even the wind and 
the sea obey him?”'

B u t ,  I  a s k  f o r  t h e 
umpteenth time; Can't our 
l eade r s,  ac t  l i ke  the i r 
supposed Master, Jesus 
Christ, who spoke peace to 
misbehaving 'sea storm' and 
it became still and peaceful 
and speak peace and sanity 
to  the se  r avag ing  and 
trending killing scavengers. 

Could it be, that they 
[Our  l eaders ]  have  no 
powers or connect with God 
or they have utterly lost 
touch with His super natural 
capacities that they can't do 
like Him, even with the 
elementary emulation spirit 
of  "Menu ihe mere, anyi ga 
eme ihe mere taa!”

But, even at that; can't 
they invoke the authorities 
and potentials of  their 
offices to quell this rising 

difficult for the ordinary to 
link or decipher who are 
a c t u a l l y  b e h i n d  t h e 
mysterious masquerade or 
wo r s t  s t i l l ,  t h e i r  r e a l 
intentions or where they are 
coming from and what they 
apparently want.

Pathetically, in most 
cases, these heartless fellows 
do not leave any of  their 
targets without painful 
inflictions; sometimes, they 
disposes victims of  their 
breadwinners and means of  
livelihood; in some cases, the 
wipe out an entire family 
raze  communi t i e s  and 
towns. Infact, many sleep in 
b u s h e s  a n d  f a r  a w a y 
communities for safety yet 
they cannot sleep with theirs 
closed and breaths normal. 
And, these gory situations 
are videoed, pictured and 
made to trend online. What 
an absurdity?

Paradoxically, many 
res idents  have become 
fami l i a r  w i th  gunsho t 
sounds  that  they  have 
resigned their lives to fate. 
Oh, my God!

Anyway, to the naked 
eyes of  these miscreants; 
God appears powerless or 
indifferent to our injurious 
world, if  He (God) even 
exists at all!

oddities and speak life, 
consciousness and sanity 
into these ballistic elements 
that they will become still 
and peaceful or further 
deploy the required tools 
that can overrun or diminish 
the courage and powers of  
these ill-effected elements in 
the society. 

But, note that a stitch in 
time saves nine; "our people 
are finishing...” nowhere to 
run to, nowhere to hide. 
Only God can save His 
people, in a time like this. 

I therefore, pray thee for 
sanity on this escalating rot 
and carnage, just like He 
[Christ] did to the errant sea 
storm that plagued His 
crossover.

Yet, law and order can be 
e n t h r o n e d ,  w h e n  a 
g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  i s 
courageous and armed with 
the right political will to 
chastise ills and preserve the 
sanctity of  the peoples' lives.

Sincerely, a people can 
have fights and rows, yet 
there are moments when 
love and peace are more 
important than anything else 
and that time is now!

Bright C. J. Okereke, is a 
Public Affairs Analyst

B u t ,  I  t e l l  y o u  b y 
a u t h o r i t y  t h a t  t h i s 
generation may be alive to 
witness the rot and awful 
display God's anger and His 
super natural powers which 
was used to create man, the 
earth, the heaven and all that 
is therein. The power will 
also be used to visit those 
abusing His sacred rules and 
creations in this planet.

Yet, our thoughts are 
implicitly synonymous to 
that of  Jesus' own disciples, 
who asked Jesus, in their 
h e l p l e s s n e s s ,  a s  t h e y 
watched the furious waves 
breaking over their fragile 
fishing boat that was billed to 
lead them across the Sea; 
precisely after the great 
m i r a c l e  o f  h e a l i n g  a 
paralytic.

Behold that in Mark 
4:35-41, "On that day, when 
evening had come, he said to 
them, “Let us go across to 
the other side.” And leaving 
the crowd, they took him 
with them in the boat, just as 
he was. And other boats 
were with him. 

And a great windstorm 
arose, and the waves were 
breaking into the boat, so 
that the boat was already 
filling. But he was in the 
stern, asleep on the cushion. 
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