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2023: Full election
programme unveiled
...As INEC boss, Mahmood Yakubu, speaks at Chatham House

APC presidential candidate’s wife storms Imo
...Received by Imo First Lady
...Duo canvass votes for Tinubu, APC

Ikenga Ugochinyere’s attack:

PDP faults Imo govt’s
comments
...Demands investigation

Military comb Onitsha
as gunmen abduct Naval
Officer, civilians
...Bakers protest Soludo’s multiple
taxation on members

I’ll conduct another LGA poll
before my exit – Ikpeazu

Enugu receives heat

Gunmen attack INEC
office, kill police officer
Fire razes 15 shops in
Agbani Market

Peter Obi dragged to
court over alleged dual
citizenship
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Anambra Bakers protest
... Decries govt multiple taxes on members

B
akers under the ae-
gis of  the Premium 
Breadmakers Associa-

tion of  Nigeria have accused 
the Governor of  Anambra 
State, Professor Chukwuma 
Soludo, of  using strong-arm 
tactics to impose excessive 
taxes on its members.

The president of  the asso-
ciation, Emmanuel Onuo-
rah, made the disclosure in 
an exclusive interview.

Onuorah said many bak-
ers were being forced out 
of  business due to excessive 
taxation by the state govern-
ment.

He said, “As I speak with 
you, I am in Anambra State. 
Come and see what the gov-
ernor and his thugs are doing 
in Anambra. As soon as you 
are bringing the flour into 
Anambra, they will stop the 
vehicles and pounce on the 
vehicle. Everywhere in An-

ambra, since Soludo became 
the governor, there are thugs 
everywhere.

“He took the ones that 
Obiano had on the road and 
brought in his own. They are 
a bunch of  criminals on the 
road. This is what a profes-
sor is doing in Anambra. If 
you are bringing in flour into 
Anambra, as soon as you 
come down from the bridge. 
They will pounce on you. 
Taxation everywhere. This 
is what is happening Anam-
bra State.”

Onuorah alleged that the 
Anambra governor has been 
stifling and killing businesses 
through multiple taxations.

“My members in Anam-
bra cannot do anything. If 
you are bringing maybe 300 
bags of  flour, they will stop 
you at the head bridge. You 
must pay N30,000. If  you 
are bringing two trucks you 

will pay N60,000. They will 
go into the bakeries to give 
them all sorts of  problems. 
Not only that. The welders 
that are working for us, he 
is taxing them too,” he com-
plained.

Speaking with our cor-
respondents, Mr Christian 
Aburime, the Press Secre-
tary to the Anambra State 
Governor, Prof. Chukwu-
ma Soludo, insisted that the 
state government was only 
collecting taxes as provided 
by the law, without harassing 
anyone.

Aburime dismissed the 
allegations of  using thugs to 
harass the bakers over tax, 
explaining that those who 
collect the taxes are officials 
of  the government legally 
empowered to do so.

He said, “The allegations 
that Soludo is using thugs 
to harass bread manufac-

Soludo offers to stand as surety
for Nnamdi Kanu
... As APGA kicks off  campaign
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
nambra State Gov-
ernor, Professor 
Chukwuma Charles 

Soludo, CFR, has called 
for the immediate and un-
conditional release of  Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu who has 
been in detention with the 
Federal Government of  Ni-
geria 

Governor Soludo who 
made the demand during 
the APGA Campaign kick-
off  in Awka, specifically ap-
pealed to the Federal Gov-
ernment to release Nnamdi 
Kanu unconditionally.

Governor Soludo went 

further to assert that if  the 
detained IPOB leader can-
not be released uncondition-
ally, he should be released to 
him saying he is ready to 
stand surety for him.

“I am making a passion-
ate appeal to the Federal 
Government to release Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu uncondition-
ally. If  he cannot be released 
unconditionally, i want him 
released to me and i will 
stand surety for him”

He went further, “We 
need Nnamdi Kanu in the 
roundtable conversation to 
discuss the insecurity in the 
South East. We must end 
insecurity in the South East 
and we need Nnamdi Kanu 

to be around.”
Governor Soludo prom-

ised to cater for Nnamdi 
Kanu and also offered to 
bring him to the authorities 
any time he is required.

Meanwhile, faithful and 
party stalwarts of  All Pro-
gressive Grand Alliance, po-
litical candidates from Del-
ta, Imo, Niger state among 
others topped in numbers to 
colour the events. 

Our Correpondent re-
ports that the National 
Chairman, Chief  Victor 
Oye,former  Governor of 
Anambra state, Chief  Wil-

lie Obiano, wife of  the late 
Odumegwu Ojukwu, Mrs 
Bianca Ojukwu was also 
present at the Rally.

Noted among the candi-
dates that equally graced 
the occasion were Anam-
bra North Senatorial candi-
date, Dr Mrs Ebelechukwu 
Obiano, Hon Nwankwo, 
APGA Flagbearer for An-
ambra Central Senatorial 
district, Hon Sunny, Ozo-
bialu (Milimalugo) Nne-
wi North Constituency 1 
House of  Assembly mem-
ber, among others.
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Tinubu to visit Abia Jan 24, Atiku, 
Feb 10
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he governorship can-
didate of  All Progres-
sive Congress (APC) 

in Abia State, High Chief 
Ikechi Emenike has assured 
the party’s members of  his 
victory in this year’s polls.

This is even as the can-
didate says arrangements 
have been concluded to re-
ceive the Presidential candi-
date of  APC, Asiwaju Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu in Abia 
State on January 24. Ac-
cording to Emenike, Tinu-
bu is expected to participate 
in a mega rally of  the party 
where which will involve 
campaigns for presiden-
cy, governorship, Senate, 
House of  Reps and House 
of  Assembly.

The APC guber candi-
date who stated these while 
addressing a meeting of 
party faithful in the State, 
said his party would take 
over Abia from May 29, 
2022 by the mandate of 
the people, vowing that no 
form of  rigging would be al-
lowed allowed in the guber 
game as according to him, 
the days of  writing election 
results with pen are over in 
Abia. 

Emenike, who was re-
cently endorsed by Presi-
dent Mohamadu Buhari as 
Abia APC guber candidate 
told his members to go ap-
proach the 2023 Abia gu-
ber without fear  of  failure. 
In a related development, 
former Vice President and 
the Presidential candidate 
of  Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP), Alhaji Ati-
ku Abubakar will be Abia 
State on February 10, 2022. 

This was disclosed by Chief 
Kingsley Megwara, the me-
dia and Publicity director of 
Atiku-Okowa presidential 
campaign organization in 
Abia State. 

Megwara who described 
the expected PDP cam-
paign rally as the biggest in 
the history of  the State, said 
the PDP family in Abia was 
ready for the show. 

He dismissed the reports 
that Atiku was unpopular 
in the South East based on 
his activities as a Customs 
officer in Apapa Wharf, 
saying rather that Atiku 
was kind to Igbo land while 
serving as the Vice Presi-
dent of  Nigeria. 

The Atiku-Okowa cam-
paign team also assured that 
the membership of  Gover-
nor Okezie  Ikpeazu in G-5 
Governors has not in any 
way affected the campaign 
train of  Atiku in Abia. 

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

F
or providing free bus-
es to convey them 
back to Umuahia and 

Aba, some beneficiaries of  
Prof  Greg Ibe New year 
free buses have commended  
the APGA guber candidate.  

The APGA candidate 
had  last  week, announced 
the provision of  free bus-
es to convey Abians who 
traveled to their villages 
for Christmas and New 
year, back to their bases in 
Umuahia, Aba and nearby 
towns. 

Speaking on arrival in 
Umuahia, some of  the 
travellers who alighted in 
Umuahia told News Echo 
that they saved huge sum 
of  money riding in the free 
vehicles.

Some of  the commut-

ers like Ibe Elendu who is 
from Alayi, said it would 
have cost about N5,000 to 
transport his family back to 
Umuahia if  not for the free 
ride. 

Speaking in the same 
vein, another beneficiary, 
Mr Ukpai Njoku from Oha-
fia revealed that he was 
stranded in Ohafia after 
commercial transporters 
hiked their fees because of  
high fuel prices. 

A trader, Bro Mathew 
Uwandu who rode in the 
free bus from Isiukwuato 
to Umuahia, accused com-
mercial transporters of  sub-
jecting travelers to hardship 
but thanked Prof  Greg Ibe 
for providing the free buses 
to convey people back to 
base.

They praised Prof  Ibe for 
intervening in their chal-
lenges and challenged other 
politicians to emulate him.

turers in Anambra over tax 
are baseless and unfound-
ed. How does asking them 
to pay taxes which they are 
supposed to pay increase 
the prices of  bread? Is wheat 
produced in Anambra?

“The man making the al-
legation is just one of  those 
who want to continue to 
evade taxes that are provided 
by the law. 

“The truth of  the matter 
is that these guys have been 
evading taxes for years and 
now that the government is 
enforcing the law to ensure 
that they pay taxes, they are 
now accusing Soludo of  us-
ing all sorts of  lies. Don’t 
they pay taxes in Lagos or 
other places?”

He claimed that the An-
ambra State government did 
not increase or overtax any-
body and not using thugs to 
harass anybody over tax.

“The governor only col-
lects taxes that have been ap-
proved by the law. The taxes 
are even lower than what 
was there before.

“Those who collect taxes 
are empowered to collect it 
and they are not thugs and 
they don’t bully anybody for 
it. It is not Soludo’s taxes 
that are responsible for the 
increase in the cost of  pro-
duction,” he asserted.

Fire razes 15 shops in Enugu market 
bout 15 shops with Agoods worth millions 
of  naira have been 

completely razed down at 
Agbani Road, in Enugu 
South Local Government 
Area of  Enugu State. 

O u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t 
gathered that the incident 
happened on Monday night. 

The affected shops were 
located at the popular Afor 
Awkunanaw Market, also 
known as Garriki Market. 

Eyewitnesses told our 
c o r r e s p o n d e n t  t h a t  a 
shopping plaza that housed 
electrical shops, hair salons, 
p h o n e  a c c e s s o r i e s ,  a 
c a f e t e r i a ,  a n d 
motor/motorcycle parts, 
caught fire at about 11 pm on 
Monday night.

One of  the witnesses, 

w h o  g ave  h i s  n a m e  a s 
Onyebuchi Omerie, said the 
entire building would have 
been completely razed but for 
the intervention of  residents 
who raced to the area on time 
to help douse the ravaging 
inferno. 

Omerie said that though 
no one could actually state 
how the fire started, various 
accounts said the inferno that 
gutted the shopping mall 
started from refuse in the 
gutter that someone set fire to 
but it spread and attacked the 
building. 

“I don't know actually 
what caused the fire incident. 
I heard that someone set fire 
to a refuse in the gutter when 
they closed for business 
yesterday and the fire spread 
and caught the building that 
housed the shops. It was also 

said that the fire was caused 
by a Suya seller who probably 
did not put out the fire from 
his oven well,” a resident 
disclosed.

He said that he lived close 
by and when he perceived the 
smell coming from the stalls, 
he thought that it was his 
generator that was producing 
the smoke only to discover 
that it was the shops that 
caught fire. 

“I live nearby. When I 
perceived the smell in the 
night around ten or eleven in 
the night, I thought it was my 
generator but when I came 
out to find out, I saw the 
shops in flame,” the resident 
said. 

He also said that when 
the Fire Service personnel 
came, they could not put out 

the fire because they lacked 
enough water. 

“ I t  was  peop le  tha t 
started bringing water from 
everywhere that were able to 
c o n t a i n  t h e  f i r e  f r o m 
c o n s u m i n g  t h e  e n t i r e 
building,” he also said. 

When our correspondent 
arrived at the scene of  the 
incident, which was directly 
opposite Akwuke Junction, 
Agbani Road, sympathisers 
were busy trying to recover 
s o m e  g o o d s  f r o m  t h e 
wreckage while some others 
looked on aghast at the gory 
incident. 

“What a tragedy that 
people should lose their 
source of  livelihood this 
January and in this economic 
h a r d s h i p , ”  a  f e m a l e 
sympathiser lamented.



Chatham House: Obi was very 
stingy – Kenneth Okonkwo
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Her Excellency, Senator (Mrs) Oluremi Tinubu and  Her Excellency (Mrs) Nana 
Shettima, accompanied by Her Excellency, Barr. (Mrs) Chioma Uzodimma pay 
courtesy visit to Eze Imo at the Palace, Mbari Owerri on Tuesday.

Uzodimma’s comments on Ikenga 
Ugochinyere’s attack strengthens
belief in govt involvement - Imo PDP

T
he People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) in 
Imo State has asked 

the Governor of  Imo State, 
Senator Hope Uzodinma, 
to quickly explain to Nige-
rians the role of  his regime 
in the attack on Barr. Iken-
ga Imo Ugochinyere, PDP 
Candidate for Ideato Feder-
al Constituency. In a press 
release signed by the state 
Publicity Secretary, Collins 
Opurozor on Tuesday, the 
document reads; Our Party 
contends that the Governor’s 
comment on the matter has 
not just betrayed his sympa-
thy for the attackers but has 
also exposed the depth of  his 
knowledge of  the attack prior 
to its execution.

It could be recalled that on 
Saturday, January 14, 2023, 
a motorcade of  three vehicles 
conveying gunmen, arson-
ists and bombers stormed 
the residence of  our candi-
date, Ikenga Ugochinyere, 
at his hometown in Akok-
wa. Three persons were shot 

dead. Among them was an 
uncle to Ikenga. Our can-
didate escaped death by a 
whisker. No fewer than thir-
ty-two vehicles were burnt to 
ashes. Buildings were leveled 
to the ground with explo-
sives. It was total war!

Reacting to the carnage, 
Uzodimma accused our can-
didate of  violating an agree-
ment which he (our candi-
date) allegedly reached with 
unknown gunmen. Uzod-
imma also claimed to have 
known of some meetings 
between our Ikenga’s and the 
unknown gunmen. He al-
leged that the agreement was 
to the effect that elections 
would not hold in the South 
East. According to Senator 
Uzodimma, it was Ikenga’s 
breach of  the agreement that 
led to the attack.  

This is obviously a lie 
from the pit of  hell! How-
ever, what this self-confes-
sion has established is that, 
even before the attack on 
Ikenga Ugochinyere was 

carried out, Uzodimma 
had full knowledge of  it. He 
knew how it was conceived, 
planned and executed. 

By his admission, Uzodim-
ma  knows who the so-called 
unknown gunmen are. He 
knows where and how they 
meet. He is privy to their 
agreements, documents and 
action plan. So, what is un-
known about the gunmen if 
the Governor could boast of 
knowing everything about 
them, including their meet-
ings and their resolutions?

Imo PDP, therefore, insists 
that this watery defense put 
up by Senator Uzodimma 
has further strengthened gen-
eral belief  that his regime has 
serious questions to answer 
over the attack on Ikenga 
Ugochinyere.

It must be clearly stated 
that Senator Uzodimma’s 
failed attempt to link Ikenga 
Ugochinyere with whatev-
er group that doesn’t want 
elections to hold in the South 
East is a new dimension to 

his unending war against our 
candidate.

To be clear and for the 
avoidance of  doubt, Ikenga 
Imo Ugochinyere is a lead-
ing voice in pro-democracy 
advocacy in Nigeria. His par-
ticipation in the 2023 elec-
tions began over two years 
ago with the establishment 
of Grassroots Development 
Forum, which is his political 
structure in Ideato Federal 
Constituency. In the past one 
year, Ikenga’s campaign bill-
boards, posters and insignia 
have adorned all the nooks 
and crannies of  Ideato. And 
for the past ten months, he 
has been the candidate of  our 
Party. 

At what point, therefore, 
did Ikenga, who has pursued 
issues relating to his candi-
dacy and the election up to 
the Supreme Court, reach 
an agreement with a phan-
tom group not to allow the 
very same election to hold? 
So, what is Uzodimma really 
talking about? It’s a pity!

I ‘ll conduct another LGA polls before 
my exit - Ikpeazu 

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

A
bia State Governor, 
Dr Okezie Ikpeazu 
has indicated that 

LGA elections would be 
conducted in the State be-
fore the end of  his tenure in 
May.  

Ikpeazu stated this at Abia 
Governor’s Lodge, Aba, 
while receiving immedi-
ate-past councilors in from 
the 17 LGAs who paid him 
a thank you visit. 

The Governor who ex-
plained that democracy has 
been deepened in the rural 
areas following his adminis-
tration’s decision to conduct 
council elections.

He added that councilors 
are the closest representa-
tives to the people and re-
called how people like the 
former Senate President; Sir 
Adolphus Wabara started 
their political ladder by first 
becoming a councillor. 

He emphasized that his 
reason for conducting LGA 
polls was to continuously 
deepen development in the 

hinterlands.
 The Governor, who ex-

pressed his joy at the thriv-
ing peace in the State, also 
praised God that good re-
lationship existed between 
him and former Governors 
of  the State. 

Earlier in their message, 
the former councilors led by 
Hon Samuel  Nwachukwu 
appreciated Governor Okez-
ie Ikpeazu for organizing the 
previous local government 
election which produced 
them as councillors.

They informed the Abia 
Governor that One project 
was sited at each electoral 
ward of  the 17 LGAs be-
tween 2020 and 2022, ac-
knowledging that the One 
Ward One project program 
was a brainchild of  Ikpeazu.

APC presidential candidate’s wife storms Imo

By Grace Ofurum

T
he wife of  the APC 
presidential candi-
date Senator Oluremi 

Tinubu has called on South 
East women to shun reli-
gious bias and vote for his 
husband Asiwaju Ahmed 
Tinubu to become the next 
Nigerian president.

She disclosed this as the 
APC women presiden-
tial campaign team visit-
ed Owerri. She disclosed 
that Nigerians should not 
pay much attention to re-
ligious or tribal sentiment 
but should vote for the best  
candidate who has the fear 
of  God, whether a Muslim 

or a Christian.
She maintained that the 

APC administration prom-
ises  to invest in human cap-
ital  development through 
women and youth empow-
erment hence giving the 
youths and women a future.

She disclosed that against 
notions that she hates the 
ibos, she and her husband 
has several affilliation with 
the Ibos both home and in 
the diaspora and appealed 
for unity among different 
tribes in the country as she 
maintained that Tinubu has 
already promised to make 
Imo State an Industrial hub 
in Nigeria.

He disclosed that Imo 

state and the entire south 
east has alot to benefit if  
Tinubu emerges the next 
president.

In his speech, the gover-
nor of  Imo state, Senator 
Hope Uzodinma  encour -
aged Imo women and wom-
en from the other south 
eastern states to support the 
Tinubu/ Shettima presiden-
cy, this he said is in the best 
interest of  Ndigbo. 

Uzodimma maintained 
that he does not support the 
agitation for Ibos to sepa-
rate from the south as he 
believes that the Ibos are 
better in a united Nigeria.

The governor adviced 
that the south east should 

not take drastic decision 
that will will be detrimental 
to the entire Ibo race but to 
avoid a repeat of  what hap-
pened during the civil war 
where lives and properties 
were lost.

He maintained that the  
APC is  in control of  the 
Federal government and 
over 22 states hence the pos-
sibility of  winning elections 
across board during the 
forthcoming elections.

The wife of  the Imo state  
governor, Barr. Chioma 
Uzodinma in her speech en-
couraged the women who 
she believes constitutes the 
voting majority to vigorous-
ly campaign and Mobilize 
votes in favour of  the party 
across the south east.

She maintained that 
Tinubu will continue in the 
already established APC 
government and make some 
improvement where there 
are lapses.

... Canvasses votes for Tinubu, APC
She noted that the APC 

government under Presi-
dent Buhari has brought 
more dividends of  democ-
racy to the south east more 
than other administrations 
and assured that the APC 
administration if  voted into 
power in the forthcoming 
elections promises women 
inclusion  in governance 
and will continue to reserve 
senior positions to women 
in the civil service and par-

astatals.
He urged the women to 

obtain their PVCs and vote 
for the APC presidential 
candidate who she asserts 
to be the right candidate for 
such position having exam-
ined  his clear and proven  
track records.

She  noted further  that the 
presidential candidate will 
usher in more prosperity for 
the state and the entire south 
east.

Oluremi TinubuChioma Uzodimma

A 
veteran Nollywood 
actor and spokes-
person of  the Pe-

ter Obi/Datti Presidential 
Campaig Organisation, 
Kenneth Okonkwo, has said 
that his principal Peter Obi 
was so stingy that he an-
swered all the questions put 
across to him at Chatham 
House without apportion-
ing them to his aides.

Obi, just like the other 
leading presidential candi-
dates for the forthcoming 
election, was at Chatham 
House to speak on his plans 
for Nigeria if  elected the 
President and sworn in later 
this year.

In a television interview 
on Tuesday, Okonkwo said, 

“Obi was so stingy that he 
couldn’t share his questions. 
He answered them all by 
himself.

 “We have witnessed in 
Nigeria where some candi-
dates went on international 
molestation of  our common 
psyche.

 “They went there in their 
generosity, shared all the 
questions and answered 
none.

 “Have you not seen the 
difference between a man 
who is responsible and re-
sponsive as a leader who is 
going to bring transforma-
tive and purposeful leader-
ship in Nigeria with a man 
who shifts all the responsi-
bilities to others?”
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Editorial

treet hawking is a growing problem 

Sin developing countries like Nigeria 
due to its associated risks. As well, 

poverty is one of the fastest growing 
scourge in Nigeria and by extension in 
Africa.

It is also apt to also register that Street 
hawking and poverty are symbiotic 
because poverty feeds street hawking.

In Nigeria, the increasing scourge of 
pover ty  and  worsening  economic 
conditions feeds the drastic rise in street 
hawking in the country's major cities such 
as Lagos, Port-Harcourt, Abuja Aba, 
Owerri and Onitsha. This development is a 
clear manifestation of  socioeconomic 
realities on ground. For instance, families 
and young people migrate to cities in 
search of livelihoods but end up on street 
hawking.

Most State governments have recently 
started enforcing a law that bans street 
hawking in their state's major cities. Some 
of these States implement this as urban 
renewal policy aimed at kicking the 
unwanted, out of the cities, towns and 
streets instead of  tackling the rising 
poverty indices which beget the increasing 
Street hawking scourge.   

Over 80% of Nigerians live below the 
poverty line and street hawking has 
become the easiest route to survival. 
Thousands rely on street hawking for 
survival, conspicuously standing at traffic 
interchanges, weaving between cars and 
setting up on pavements. The ban is usually 
regarded as part of the government's drive 
to modernise the city and improve 
infrastructure in the state.

But the way that the assigned units do 
the job of chasing out the street hawkers is 
dehumanizing; pursuing them like 
animals, confiscating their goods and 
demanding money for bail usually cause 
more harm than good. Sometimes, these 
Street hawkers run into dangers such as 
accidents while running to save their wares 
from vandalisation and subsequent 
exorbitant extortion.  

Frankly, there is no justification for 
such a policies in Nigeria when the poverty 
situation of the country has not been 
addressed. Policies should be founded on 
research and evidence based practices. 
Nigeria should learn from countries like 
Bangladesh, Ghana, Uganda and Tunisia. 
All have failed to forcibly evict street 
hawkers.

Street hawkers are transient, resilient 
and adaptive that if  threatened with 
eviction, will change their strategies, 
location and mode of operation. They 
could also resort to crime when forcefully 
evicted.

The question is how can government 
effectively respond to issues of street 
hawking?

There is no consensus on an effective 
intervention. The state argues that street 
hawking promotes child trafficking, 
misuse of public space, environmental 
degradation, lawlessness and violation of 
human rights.

As part of the cleanup, the government 
can offer small loans to street hawkers 
through the Employment Trust Fund to use 
as a means to start proper and standard 
businesses.

 Nigeria is in its worst economic shape 
in history. The poor bear the brunt. And 
there is no social welfare system in the 
country to cater for poor families.

There is a pressing need to protect 
children and other young people from 
being exploited. Evidence shows about 
40% of children that hawk on streets are 
victims of  adult exploitation. This 
amounts to child abuse, according to 
United Nation Convention on the Rights 
o f  t h e  C h i l d .  A l t h o u g h  N i g e r i a 
promulgated the Childs Right Act in 2003, 
it has not been implemented effectively.

Children are sometimes sent to the 
streets by their parents to supplement the 
family income. Others are children 
trafficked from neighbouring states or 
West African countries. These children 
were given away by their parents on the 
premise that they would receive food, 
shelter, good education and care. But they 
end up being exploited.

The impact of  street hawking is 
enormous; especially for vulnerable 
children. They are at risk of being hit by a 
vehicle, subjection to sexual abuse and 
possible of suffering physical exhaustion. 
For those that attend school, street 
hawking also affects their academic 
performance.

State social protection services have a 
responsibility to protect children and 
young people from the negative impacts of 
street hawking.

Responding effectively to street 
hawking requires both a structural 
approach and one that focuses on 
individuals. Parents who use children to 
hawk for income should be given jobs to 
help them provide for their families and 
meet their economic needs. 

And children should be provided with 
training to make up for any deficiencies in 
knowledge and skills to help them lead a 
successful life.

The anti-street hawker policy will not 
be fruitful if  it's enforced without 
addressing the root cause of street hawking 
which is poverty and joblessness.
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Introduction
 am highly honoured to lead this discussion today and to Ishare this illustrious platform which has over the years 
welcomed exceptional intellectuals, celebrated public 

servants and renowned statesmen. Today is exactly thirty-
nine days to the next general election in Nigeria, which I 
have both the privilege and challenge of  leading its proper 
delivery. Elections in Nigeria have become events that attract 
extensive international attention and concern, not only 
because of  the sheer size of  the deployment, which usually 
draws extensively on both national and international 
resources, but also because of  the importance of  Nigeria in 
Africa and particularly the West African sub-region.

Although it is true that elections should normally be 
routine, programmed events, each election in Nigeria 
invariably presents its own unique context and therefore 
distinct challenges and prospects. Overall, therefore, there 
are enormous expectations, both within Nigeria and 
internationally, about the conduct and management of  
elections in the country. The 2023 general election is no 
exception. These expectations place a great responsibility on 
the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC), a 
responsibility that we do not take lightly. We appreciate that 
there are challenges and concerns. But we also realise that 
there is enormous goodwill and support, both in Nigeria and 
beyond. Consequently, we believe that by forthrightly 
sharing our experiences and discussing the challenges 
openly, we can surmount them and ensure that each 
succeeding election in Nigeria shows marked improvement 
over the preceding ones. This is what I hope that the 
exchanges we are going to have here today would achieve.

The general election will start on Saturday 25th 
February 2023 with the national elections, i.e. the 
Presidential election and elections for the two Houses of  the 
National Assembly – the Senate and House of  
Representatives. On that day, legislators for 109 Senatorial 
Districts and 360 House of  Representatives constituencies 
will be elected. The State elections, i.e. election of  
Governors, as well as 993 members of  the State Houses of  
Assembly, will hold two weeks later, on Saturday 11th 
March 2023. Only 28 out of  36 Governors will be elected on 
that day. The other eight do not fall due because of  past 
electoral litigations that misaligned the tenures of  the 
affected Governors.

Given the geographical expanse of  the country, the 
number of  registered voters, electoral constituencies and 
polling units, conducting a general election in Nigeria is a 
huge undertaking. The delimitation details are staggering: 
93,469,008 registered voters expected to elect their 
representatives for 1,491 constituencies in 176,846 polling 
units. Based on the figures we compiled from the websites of  
various Electoral Commissions and Interior Ministries in 
West Africa, Nigeria's current voter population is 
16,742,916 higher than the 76,726,092 registered voters in 
the other 14 countries put together. This means that a general 
election in Nigeria is like conducting elections in the whole 
of  West Africa and beyond.

Since 1999, Nigeria has been conducting regular 
general elections following the restoration of  civilian-
democratic rule governance after many years of  military 
rule. The 2023 general election will be the seventh 
consecutive general election in Nigeria. This fact makes this 
the longest period of  electoral democracy in the country's 
history. Previous periods of  electoral democracy were 
relatively short, repeatedly truncated by military 
interventions. However, the quantity of  elections is one 
thing, but their quality is another. As Zavadskaya and 
Garnett aptly note, the question of  integrity of  elections is 
relevant for “all elections, whether in new democracies or 
jurisdictions that have held election for decades“, because 
they are all “vulnerable to malpractice.” However, good 
elections are not only about curbing malpractices, but also 
about ensuring inclusivity. Inclusive elections constitute an 
essential part of  democracy. This is the reason why in our 
Commission we regularly speak of  our commitment to free, 
fair, credible, transparent, verifiable and inclusive elections. 
To be sure, credible and inclusive elections in the final 
analysis depend on adequate preparations and my main 
preoccupation today is to share with you how we are 
preparing for a general election of  high integrity and 
inclusiveness in Nigeria in 2023.

Lessons from the 2019 General Election
Preparations for the 2023 general election are largely 

being concluded and preliminary deployments are already 
underway. Indeed, our preparations began quite early, 
learning from some of  our experiences in 2019, particularly 
the sore experience of  having to postpone that election a few 
hours before it commenced. One important lesson from 
2019 is that great planning and preparations are important, 
but unfortunately these are often at the risk of  what Pippa 
Norris calls “simple human errors, technical malfunctions 
and logistical failures”. However, early preparations provide 

opportunities for adequate planning, resourcing, and testing 
of  systems that will reduce these risks to a minimum.

A second lesson from 2019 is that early choice of  
election management tools, especially the main election 
technology. Their proper pilot-testing and deployment are 
exceedingly important for a successful election. For election 
technology, early decision is central to maintaining its 
integrity, popularising it among voters and addressing any 
challenges that could arise. We know that political actors 
often try to undermine the process by attacking the 
technology, casting doubts on its suitability, bypassing its 
use or indeed seeking to undermine its security. This 
informed the early choice of  a new voter accreditation 
technology using an electronic device we call the Bimodal 
Voter Accreditation System (BVAS). We have tested it in 
several bye-elections and off-cycle Governorship elections. 
In addition, the decision to make polling unit election 
results available for public viewing, which has always been a 
major demand by citizens and election observers, falls into 
this early choice of  election technology. The INEC Results 
Viewing (IReV) portal is a dedicated web portal for the 
public to view polling unit results as soon as they are 
finalised on election day. This has been employed in several 
elections conducted by the Commission in the past few 
years. In particular, the uploading of  Polling Unit results on 
the IReV portal has been deployed 105 constituencies where 
the Commission conducted off-season elections since 
August 2020. The result can still be viewed on the portal, 
making the IReV an invaluable repository of  elections 
results in Nigeria.

A further lesson from the 2019 general election, which 
is helping us immensely in our preparations for the 2023 
general election, is that an early finalisation of  changes to 
the Electoral Act, the principal legal basis for elections, is 
critical to proper organisation of  elections. In the build-up to 
the 2019 general election, there was an unending back and 
forth between the Executive and Legislative arms of  
government on the Electoral Act, and in the end the 
amendment of  the Act was stalled. One consequence of  this 
was that INEC could not conclude work on the Regulations 
and Guidelines for the election, which are meant to derive 
from, and be consistent with, the Electoral Act as early as we 
intended. Since the Commission has no say as such in the 
passing of  the Act, it had to wait for a final document to 
emerge from the process, which ultimately did not 
materialise. The several recommendations that the 
Commission made to the National Assembly to include in 
the amended Act to improve the quality of  elections, such as 
the strengthening of  the use of  technology, early conclusion 
of  candidates' nominations, as well as timely funding of  
elections, never became law. It is noteworthy that this time 
around, the Electoral Act 2022 was passed in good time, and 
it has addressed some of  these issues.

The last noteworthy lesson from the 2019 general 
election is that adequate funding and early release of  funds 
to the Commission is also very important to well-organised 
elections. Partly because of  delays in finalising the electoral 
legal framework for the 2019 general election, finalising the 
budget for the election and arranging a good schedule of  
fund releases to the Commission was rather tardy and 
challenging. To add to the pressure on the Commission, 
there were over 14 million more voters to cater for in 2019 

compared to 2015. It required painstaking and prolonged 
engagements between the Commission and both the 
Executive and Legislative arms of  government. Given 
that practically all the activities for the elections depended 
on funds, from printing of  ballot papers and results sheets 
to hiring of  election staff  and transport providers, the 
Commission could not meet many of  its targets in 
preparing for the 2019 general election.

Preparation for the 2023 General Election
Election Planning
Learning from all these, the Commission has worked 

with all concerned government agencies and stakeholders 
to ensure that the challenges of  preparing for the 2019 
general election are minimised this time around. A great 
deal of  forward planning and engagements has been done, 
and many aspects of  our preparations attest to that. First, 
we concluded a new four-year Strategic Plan and Strategic 
Programme of  Action (SP & SPA), as well as the 2023 
Election Project Plan (EPP), over 18 months prior to the 
date set for the election. The 2023 EPP identifies all the 
specific activities to be implemented for the general 
election. Each of  these activities has a specific timeline 
based on which it is implemented and tracked. Among 
other things, the Plan reflects the new technological 
innovations that will be used in 2023, the increase in the 
number of  voters from 84,004,084 to 93, 469,008 as well 
as increase in Polling Units from 119,974 to 176,846, 
following the Commission's expansion of  voter access to 
Polling Units in 2021.

Electoral Legal Framework
Elections are essentially anchored in law. Unlike the 

case with the 2019 general election, new Electoral Act was 
signed into law on Friday 25th February 2022 exactly one 
year ahead of  the general election, giving time for both the 
Commission and all stakeholders to fully acquaint 
themselves with any changes in their responsibilities and 
functions. As an affirmation of  our readiness for the 
general election, the Commission released the Timetable 
and Schedule of  Activities the following day, Saturday 
26th February 2022. The new law contains some very 
important changes that hold potentials for improving the 
quality of  Nigeria's elections. Perhaps the ten most 
important provisions in the new law are:

1. Early appropriation and release of  funds. INEC to 
get its funds at least one year to the general election.

2. Early release of  notice of  election. INEC is now 
required to issue the Notice of  Polls 360 days to the 
general election. This also entails an early release of  the 
Timetable and Schedule of  Activities for general elections 
by the Commission. When these are added to the fixed 
dates for general elections established by INEC, which is 
the 3rd Saturday in the month of  February of  the election 
year for the national election and State elections coming 
two weeks later, stakeholders now have ample time for 
forward planning, which will greatly benefit the quality of  
general elections in Nigeria.

3. Use of  electronic device for accreditation of  
voters. The debates over the legality or otherwise of  the 
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Smart Card Readers now appears to be settled by Section 47 
of  the Act which empowers INEC to use the Smart Card 
Reader or any other device for accreditation.

4. Early primaries by political parties. They must now 
complete their primaries and submit the names of  candidates 
180 days to the general election. This gives the Commission 
enough planning time to produce the materials for the 
elections, particularly the sensitive materials.

5. Type of  Primaries. There are now three types of  
primaries in the law namely, Direct, Indirect and Consensus, 
giving political parties a wider range of  options for selecting 
their candidates.

6. Electronic transmission of  results. The Act now 
empowers INEC to determine the form of  transmission or 
transfer of  election results.

7. Ensuring inclusive elections. INEC is now mandated 
to ensure that persons with disabilities and other 
vulnerabilities are properly assisted to participate in the 
process.

8. Election finance. Various new limits have been set for 
amounts of  money that political parties and candidates can 
spend in elections, as well as the amounts that can be donated 
to them.

9. Redefinition of  overvoting. Unlike the 2010 Electoral 
Act which defined overvoting in terms of  registered voters, the 
new Act defines it in terms of  accredited voters. This will 
greatly reduce the challenge encountered by the Commission 
whereby elections are easily declared inconclusive because 
they were tied to the number of  registered voters, even where 
turnout is low.

10. Power of  the Commission to review results. The law 
now empowers the Commission to review the result of  
elections to ensure that declarations are made voluntarily and 
that results emerge in accordance with the law, regulations, 
guidelines and manuals for elections.

Related to the Electoral Act are the Regulations and 
Guidelines which derive from them. These Regulations and 
Guidelines, together with the Electoral Act and Constitution, 
constitute the core of  the electoral legal framework. The early 
passage of  the Electoral Act enabled the Commission to 
finalise the Regulations and Guidelines for the election. The 
review of  the Regulations and Guidelines brought them in 
line with the Electoral Act. The Regulations and Guidelines 
will subsequently form the basis for the actual operational 
deployment for the general election, training of  electoral staff  
and managing the entire election.

Voter Registration and Permanent Voters Cards (PVC)
The has been a major component of  our preparations for 

the 2023 general election. The law in Nigeria requires the 
Commission to conduct voter registration on a “continuous” 
basis. However, the law also provides dates for suspension of  
the process to prepare for general elections. Consequently, the 
Continuous Voter Registration (CVR), as we call it, 
recommenced on 21st June 2021, following its suspension for 
the 2019 general election. The CVR continued until 31st July 
2022 when we again suspended it for the 2023 general 
election. In the one-year period of  the CVR, 12,298,944 new 
voters were registered out of  which 9,518,188 were validated 
after a thorough clean-up of  the data. We believe that the 
enthusiasm, especially among young people, was partly 
driven by the innovation of  online pre-registration introduced 
by the Commission. This enabled intending registrants to 
commence the process online from a dedicated portal, book 
an appointment on the same portal and finally appear in 
person at an INEC office to have their biometrics taken.

The clean-up of  the register was painstakingly conducted 
by the Commission because the Automated Biometric 
Identification System (ABIS) that we used to check the data, 
detected many multiple registrants. It seemed that many 
voters, probably out of  ignorance, re-registered when they 
were already in the register from previous CVR. For two 
weeks from 12 – 25 November 2022, the Commission 
displayed the entire register online and physically in the 8,809 
Wards and 774 Local Government Areas for “claims and 
objections” as provided by law. This included identifying 
persons who should not be in the register and making requests 
for various corrections. It was the first time the Commission 
would be displaying the register online for this purpose and it 
yielded fruits. Many claims and objections were made by 
citizens, which the Commission addressed, such as cases 
where many alien and unusual names were identified in a 
Local Government Area of  the country. Expectedly, several 
other claims could not be backed by evidence for verification, 
as provided by law, thereby making it difficult for the 
Commission to take any further action. However, the 
Commission believes that it has a solid register for the 
election, which remains that largest database of  Nigerians in 
existence. In any case, in every jurisdiction, improvement of  
the voter roll is a continuous process, and ours is no exception. 
Once the backbone is already there, as it is at present, future 
claims and objections will continue to perfect the register.

Nigerian electoral law provides that voters require voters 
cards (Permanent Voters Cards – PVCs) to be able to vote. 
Following the clean-up of  the register, the cards of  new voters 
and old voters who transferred their voting locations or made 
corrections to their personal details such as names, dates of  

birth, addresses etc. have been reprinted and made available 
for collection. The collection of  PVCs commenced on 12th 
December 2022 and is scheduled to terminate on 22nd 
January 2023. It commenced at the 774 Local Government 
Areas of  the country between 12th December 2022 and 5th 
January 2023. Thereafter, we devolved it to the 8,809 Wards 
across the country to run until 15th January 2023. Then from 
16th January, we returned to the Local Government Areas, 
and this will last until 22nd January, when collection will be 
suspended for the election. However, given the enthusiasm 
of  registered voters to collect their PVCs and the concerns 
expressed about the procedure and duration of  the exercise, 
the Commission announced an extension of  the collection at 
Ward level to end on 22nd January 2023 and subsequently 
revert to the Local Government level until 29th January 
2023. State offices of  the Commission have also been 
directed to review the procedure and remove any bottlenecks 
and deal with sundry allegations of  extortion by staff, 
inducement of  officials by registered voters seeking to collect 
their cards and discriminatory issuance of  PVCs.

Election Technology
In other to avoid the usual challenges with the 

application of  new election technologies, the Commission 
introduced and tested our innovations for the election early 
enough. There are three critical components namely, the 
INEC Voter Enrollment Device (IVED) for improved 
registration of  voters, the Bimodal Voter Accreditation 
System (BVAS) for both voter accreditation and e-
transmission of  results for collation and the INEC Result 
Viewing (IReV) portal to offer the public access to view 
Polling Unit results. The IVED has been deployed for recent 
registration of  voters, which saw the inclusion of  9,518,188 
new voters in the register of  voters after a thorough clean-up, 
thereby bringing the total number of  registered voters for the 
2023 general election to 93,469,008 of  which 37,060,399 
(39.65%) are youth between the ages of  18 and 34, closely 
followed by 33,413,591 (35.75%) middle aged voters 
between 35 and 49. Together, they account for 70,473,990 
(75.39%) of  the total number of  voters. Already their PVCs, 
which every voter requires for identification on election day, 
have been printed and are being collected nationwide. The 
collection of  PVCs will end on 29th January 2023.

For the BVAS and IReV, we initially deployed it on pilot 
basis in several bye-elections and off-cycle governorship 
elections. The IReV was used in the governorship elections 
in Edo State (September 2020) and Ondo State (October 
2020). A combination of both BVAS and IReV was used in 
Anambra State (November 2021), Ekiti State (June 2022) 
and Osun State (July 2022). The BVAS was also used in the 
Area Council elections in the Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT) in February 2022. Deploying this technology in these 
major elections afforded the Nigerian public and the 
Commission opportunities to get acquainted with the device 
and to review its performance with a view to enhancing it 
towards the general election. For the Commission, several 
lessons have been learnt from these deployments and we 
believe that we are ready to deploy these technologies for the 
general election.

Expansion of Voter Access to Polling Units
Election is about actualising the fundamental 

democratic right to vote. However, if  one has the right to vote 
but has nowhere to vote, then that right is only nominal. This 
was the principle that made the Commission to work with a 
broad range of  stakeholders to expand voter access to Polling 
Units in 2021. At the end of  the exercise, the first in 25 years 
since 1996, Nigeria now has 176,846 Polling Units as against 
119,974 previously. However, recent governorship and FCT 
elections indicate that voters did not take advantage of  the 
establishment of  these new Polling Units. There are still 
many crowded and sparsely populated Polling Units, 
sometimes in close vicinity of  each other. The Commission 
has worked out modalities for addressing this problem.

When the Commission embarked on the programme of  
expanding voter access to Polling Units, one of  the objectives 
was the relocation of  the Polling Units to better facilities, 
where necessary and available. Prior to this exercise, some 
Polling Units were in forests, shrines, dilapidated buildings 
and the homes of  “big men”. This oftentimes curtailed 
access for certain politically-targeted voters. Many of  the 
locations were also unsuitable for people with disability. I am 
glad that most of  these problematic Polling Units have been 
relocated and voters will have a much better voting 
experience in 2023 than before.

Inclusive Election
Our Commission remains fully committed to making 

Nigerian elections inclusive. Over the years, we have worked 
with various stakeholders to increase the participation of  
young people and women. The work that the “Not too 
Young to Run” movement did in reducing the age 
requirement for contesting in some electoral positions has 
been underscored by the Commission's youth policy. In 
addition, the Commission produced a Gender Policy to 
serve in 2012 as a guide to a fairer working environment for 
women in the Commission and to increase the role of  

women in the electoral process. We remain committed to 
these policies.

Apart from young persons and women, the 
Commission continues to work with the community of  
persons with disability to ensure that they are fully part of  
the electoral process. For instance, over the last two 
electoral cycles, the Commission has been working with 
partners such as Inclusive Friends Association (IFA) and 
The Albino Foundation (TAP) to provide braille ballot 
guides for visually impaired voters and magnifying classes 
for albino voters. Just last week, the Commission met with 
the community of  persons with disability. We are working 
together for the launch of  a data dashboard that captures 
all registered voters with disability in all Polling Units 
nationwide, disaggregated by type of  disability. This will 
further ensure that we are able to better serve this 
community of  voters.

Election Staff Recruitment and Training
This is essential to the success of  any election. For the 

2023 general election, the Commission requires at least 
707,384 Presiding and Assistant Presiding Officers, about 
17,685 Super visor y Presiding Off icers,  9,620 
Collation/Returning officers, as well as 530,538 Polling 
Unit security officials, making a total of  1,265,227. These 
are not staff  of  the Commission and must be painstakingly 
recruited and trained to ensure that they are both fit-for-
purpose and non-partisan. However, the greatest number 
of  election officials in Nigeria are these temporary or ad 
hoc staff  recruited principally from the among young 
Nigerian University and Polytechnic graduates enrolled in 
the mandatory one-year National Youth Service Corps 
(NYSC), students of  tertiary institutions, staff  of  federal 
agencies and university lecturers. Preparing them 
adequately for their roles as polling officials, supervisors 
and result managers is central to a successful election. This 
has become even more critical given the growing 
deployment of  technology in our elections. It has 
consistently been observed in previous elections that some 
ad hoc staff  were unable to use devices for accreditation 
and result management. As a Commission, we continue to 
explore more effective and efficient ways of  training this 
very diverse group within the usually short period of  time 
available. Therefore, we have the Electoral Institute of  the 
Commission, which is dedicated to election staff  training. 
They have already finalised the training methodologies 
and manuals for the election to ensure that training 
commences early.

Inter-agency Collaboration and Support
What other agencies do in support of  the 

Commission is very important to the quality of  elections. 
In its work, the Commission depends a lot on especially 
the judiciary, security agencies and media organisations. 
Inter-agency collaboration and support are therefore key 
in the conduct of  the 2023 general election. To this end, 
INEC has established a long-standing collaboration with 
key agencies. We interfaced with different levels of  the 
judiciary in the run up to the 2019 general election, and 
that engagement was very fruitful. For the last three 
electoral cycles, the Inter-agency Consultative Committee 
on Election Security (ICCES) has been in existence and 
has supported the Commission. A lot of  progress has been 
made in recent times through ICCES, especially regarding 
the production of  a common code of  conduct for security 
officials during elections, establishment of  common 
situation rooms, expanding the Committee to include 
other agencies, the most recent being the involvement of  
agencies working on financial crimes. In addition, the 
Commission holds regular interactions with political 
parties, civil society organisations, the media, security 
agencies and development partners. Such engagements, 
collaborations and partnerships are critical to the success 
of  the general election.

The most recent inter-agency stakeholder initiative 
of  the Commission relates to the problem of  vote selling 
and vote buying at polling units on election day. The 
Commission, in conjunction with security agencies, anti-
corruption agencies, media regulatory agencies, political 
parties and the civil society organisations launched this 
major initiative in December 2022. The aim is to ensure a 
more robust monitoring and reporting of  the illegal 
business of  vote buying and to strengthen control and 
enforcement.

Electoral Operations, Procurement and Logistics
This is proceeding satisfactorily. On 4th January 

2023, we received the final batch of  the BVAS to be used 
for the election. That puts us on course to perform 
functional and integrity tests on every BVAS to be 
deployed for the election, which has been concluded in 
many States nationwide. In addition, we plan to conduct a 
series of  mock trials of  the BVAS with actual voters in real-
time in parts of  the country to further ascertain their 
functioning in actual election situations. Other sensitive 
materials, such as the ballots and result forms, are being 
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printed. The Commission is progressively taking delivery of  
them and deploying them to locations across the country.

Logistics has often been a major Achilles heel of  
elections in Nigeria. We are determined to solve the 
challenge. We have established a Logistics Management 
System, which uses an Android application and web 
dashboard to track election materials from procurement 
through storage to delivery. For the first time, we have a 
comprehensive Election Logistics Framework (ELF) to 
guide logistics for the general elections from planning, 
through deployment to retrieval. This is the first deployment 
of  an end-to-end logistics framework for elections.

On election day transportation, the Commission 
recently signed a new Memorandum of  Understanding 
(MoU) with the umbrella bodies of  road transport and 
marine unions. We are presently working with the unions to 
deal with all the noticed bottlenecks to ensure a more 
efficient and timely delivery of  materials to Polling Units.

The Commission is happy with the extent of  
preparations for the 2023 general election. This is borne out 
by the timelines in our election timetable of  which 11 of  14 
activities have been accomplished. However, despite our 
extensive preparations, there are still some outstanding 
issues and challenges of  concern, some of  which are beyond 
the remit of  the Commission, to which I will now turn.

Insecurity and its Impact on the Election
The perennial insecurity in many African countries 

remains a source of  concern to election managers. Recently, 
heads of  Electoral Commissions from nine countries in West 
and Central Africa, including Nigeria, met in Ouagadougou, 
Burkina Faso (7 – 9 December 2022), to discuss the impact of  
insecurity on elections and measures to mitigate the risk to 
election personnel, stakeholders, materials and processes.

For many years, Nigeria has been grappling with its 
own insecurity. In the North-East, the long-standing Boko 
Haram insurgency has continued, albeit with attacks now 
more intermittent than regular. In the North-West and the 
North-Central, banditry, terrorism and the herder-farmer 
conflicts remain major challenges. In the South-South, the 
threat of  renewed insurgency by groups demanding more 
share of  petroleum revenue to the Niger Delta continues to 
simmer. In the South-West, although an earlier surge by a 
group demanding independence for the region has 
considerably dissipated, recent violent attacks on places of  
worship, rise in the activities of  violent cults and kidnapping 
groups, as well as a history of  violence involving groups 
seeking to control markets and motor parks remain strong. 
In the South-East, the lingering agitation for separatism 
championed by the Indigenous People of  Biafra (IPOB) pose 
a major security threat. Not only have violent attacks by a 
number of  armed groups increased, the long-standing 
weekly lockdown of  the five States in that geo-political zone, 
continue to disrupt social and economic activities.

There is no doubt that violence and threat of  violence 
are major challenges to credible election in 2023. Violence 
makes deployment for elections difficult, particularly where 
some of  the attacks are targeted at the electoral process and 
participants. However, the Commission has been working 
with security agencies and other stakeholders to establish 
mechanisms to understand, track and mitigate security 
challenges. We are working collaboratively in the context of  
ICCES, and we also have the Election Violence Mitigation 
and Advocacy Tool (EVMAT), which is a research and 
diagnostic tool for predicting and mitigating election 
violence prior to elections. In addition, there is the Election 
Risk Management Tool (ERM), which tracks and reports 
general risks to elections. In all, we feel assured by the actions 
we have taken and our collaboration with the security 
agencies. The 2023 general election will proceed as planned. 
There is no plan to postpone the election. A more pertinent 
issue for the Commissio9n is the fate of  displaced voters.

In 2015, an estimated 2 million voters were displaced by 
conflict in the North-East and North-Central part of  the 
country. In response, the Commission worked with the 
National Assembly to amend the Electoral Act to support 
voting by Internally Displaced Persons (IDP). This entailed 
making additional provisions for enumeration of  IDP voters 
and for voting in their camps. In response to the IDP 
problem, the Commission recently revised its Policy on IDP 
Voting, which it has been using since 2015, to cater for new 
realities of  displaced populations. Unfortunately, in some 
States it is difficult to identify the IDPs because they are not 
in camps but rather settled among extended family members, 
relations and good Samaritans within safer communities 
where they are not registered voters. As a result, it is very 
difficult for the Commission to provide necessary electoral 
services to such IDPs. However, those in camps within 
Nigeria will be catered for in line with the Commission's 
policy.

Attacks on INEC Facilities
Related to the problem of  insecurity is the rising attacks 

on INEC facilities, materials and staff. In four years (2019 – 
2022), the Commission experienced fifty attacks on its 
facilities, mostly in the form of  arson and vandalisation. In 
these attacks, buildings, election materials and vehicles were 
destroyed. Sometimes, these attacks have even targeted staff. 
For instance, during the Continuous Voter Registration 
(CVR), some staff  of  the Commission in Imo State were 

attacked, resulting in injuries and death.
However, the 2022 attacks constitute the deepest 

concerns for the Commission. This is so not only because 
they are increasingly happening closer to the general 
election, but also because some of  them seem to be 
coordinated. Detailed account of  these attacks has been 
published on the Commission's website. The implication of  
the attacks is that facilities must be rebuilt and several 
election materials must be replaced. Further, the 
Commission and security agencies must have to increase the 
number of  their personnel to these facilities. Nevertheless, 
the Commission is determined to continue its preparations 
for the general election despite these attacks. So far, all the 
destroyed facilities will be rebuilt, or alternatives found, and 
the materials lost are being replaced. However, the 
Commission has repeatedly called for more concerted 
efforts to control the attacks. In December 2022, the 
National Assembly (House of  Representatives) held a public 
hearing on these attacks, and we hope that authorities now 
have them under control since they appear to have abated.

Campaign Violence
One important provision of  the new Electoral Act is the 

extension of  campaign period from 60 to 180 days before the 
date of  election. Campaign periods have traditionally seen 
increases in violent actions by political actors. These range 
from verbal attacks, hate speech, destruction of  campaign 
materials by opponents such as billboards, to overt violence, 
sometimes leading to fatalities. We have seen some of  these 
during the ongoing campaigns. Although the situation 
appears to be under control, yet the concerns still exist as we 
come closer to election day. The Commission believes that a 
peaceful electioneering campaign heralds a peaceful 
election. That is why we continue to engage with political 
actors and the security agencies to ensure that violence on 
the campaign trail does not snowball into major violence on 
election day or afterwards. Partly in consequence, the 
Commission issued specific guidelines on the Conduct of  
Political Rallies, Processions and Campaigns in November 
2022. We are also closely monitoring and tracking 
compliance as we come closer to election day.

A major contributory factor to violent campaigns is also 
a high degree of  disinformation, misinformation and fake 
news. During the recent Ekiti and Osun Governorship 
elections held in June and July 2022 respectively, many 
observers noted the rise in fake news and disinformation. 
This has also been noticeable in the general election 
campaigns. Deeply worried about this, the Commission has 
been engaging with civil society organisations, media 
executives, oversight bodies, law enforcement agencies and 
owners of  social media platforms to track and curtail the 
spread of  fake news.

Campaign Finance and Vote Buying
This is one important undermining factor of  our 

elections to which the Commission is increasingly turning its 
attention. The Nigerian Constitution gives the Commission 
enormous responsibilities to oversight campaign fundraising 
and expenses of  both candidates and political parties. The 
Electoral Act, in turn, specifies various limits to campaign 
spending and also empowers the Commission to set other 
limits. Experience however shows that political parties and 
candidates often observe these limits in the breach. 
Consequently, INEC is working on strengthening 
enforcement of  these limits, including the use of  a web-
based application and dashboard for political parties to 
submit their expenditure for verification. Working with one 
of  our development partners, we have developed the 
Political Parties Financial Reporting and Auditing System 
(PFRAS) for this purpose. We shall be deploying it soon and 
will train both our staff  and political parties on its use. In the 
past, the reporting system had been tardy and unorganised, 
making it difficult to effectively oversight campaign finances.

Vote buying or voter bribery by political parties and 
candidates provide a different, but related, set of  challenges. 
It is not only illegal within the electoral legal framework, but 
also affects election administration. In the past, vote buying 
has been linked to disruption of  elections at the polling units 
and even violent conduct. The practice takes several forms, 
one of  which is the so-called “mark and show” technique in 
which a voter marks his/her ballot paper and shows it to the 
party agents present and later goes to an agreed location to 
collect the payment. In response to this, the Commission 
reorganised the Polling Units to ensure that the voting 
cubicle and ballot box are placed away from the party polling 
agents such that they are unable to see the marked ballots. In 
reaction, the vote buyers modified their approach to “mark, 
snap and show”. This time around, a voter takes his/her 
cellphone to the voting cubicle, marks the ballot, snaps it 
with the camera of  the phone for presentation later for 
payment. Again, the Commission responded by banning the 
use of  cellphones at the voting cubicles. However, voters are 
allowed to take their cellphones to the Polling Units, but they 
are not allowed to take them to the voting cubicles while 
marking their ballots.

Electoral Litigation and Adjudication
While the Commission has the core responsibility to 

conduct free, fair and credible elections based on the law, the 
Judiciary is responsible for the interpretation of  the law and 

adjudication of  electoral disputes. In the discharge our 
responsibilities, few public institutions in Nigeria are 
subjected to more litigations than INEC. In the 2019 
general election, the Commission was involved in 1,689 
cases, made up of  852 pre-election, 807 post-election and 
30 electoral offences cases. The Commission is committed 
to the rule of  law without which democracy cannot thrive.

Towards the 2023 general election, the Commission 
has been joined in 791 Court cases as at Friday 6th January 
2023 involving intra-party elections and nomination of  
candidates by political parties. These are not cases 
involving elections conducted by the Commission or 
litigations initiated by it, but purely intra-party matters 
involving candidates and their political parties mainly due 
to the absence of  internal democracy within parties. In 
fact, the Commission is only a nominal party in these 
cases but nevertheless has to be represented by lawyers in 
all court proceedings. The Commission will continue to 
obey clear orders of  Courts because of  the plethora of  
conflicting judgements from Courts of  coordinate 
jurisdiction on the same subject matter, particularly those 
involving the leadership of  political parties or the 
nomination of  candidates for elections.

Prosecution of Electoral Offences
Although the Commission is empowered by the 

Electoral Act to prosecute electoral offences, it lacks the 
power and resources to make arrests and thoroughly 
investigate electoral offences. While we will continue to 
cooperate with the law enforcement agencies for the 
arrest, investigation and prosecution of  electoral 
offenders, most of  those that are arrested, tried and 
convicted so far are the foot soldiers rather than the 
sponsors of  electoral violence and other violations. Efforts 
at mitigating electoral malfeasance can only become 
effective with the arrest, prosecution and sanctioning the 
“mother spiders” to end their reign of  impunity. It is for 
this reason that INEC supports the establishment of  the 
Electoral Offences Commission and Tribunal imbued 
with the responsibility of  prosecuting electoral offences as 
recommended in the reports of  various committees set up 
the Federal Government, notably the Uwais Committee 
(2009), the Lemu Committee (2011) and the Nnamani 
Committee (2017). This will enable the Commission to 
focus on its core mandate of  organising, supervising and 
conducting elections and electoral activities. While 
appreciating the considerable work already done, the 
Commission once again appeals to the National 
Assembly to expedite action on the conclusion of  the 
legislative work on the Bill. It will be another enduring 
legacy of  the 9th Assembly that will strengthen Nigeria's 
democracy just like the passage of  the Electoral Act 2022.

Diaspora Voting
Voting by millions of  Nigerians living outside the 

country remains a recurrent issue for the Commission. 
Nigeria is said to have one of  the largest diaspora 
communities in the world. Our quest for a fully inclusive 
electoral process in Nigeria will not be complete as long as 
these Nigerians are unable to vote. However, the 
Commission only acts in accordance with the electoral 
legal framework, which remains the main reason why we 
cannot implement diaspora voting for now. Both the 1999 
Constitution and the 2022 Electoral Act provide that 
voters can only be registered and vote within the country. 
For instance, Section 77(2) of  the Constitution provides 
that “every citizen of  Nigeria, who has attained the age of  
eighteen years residing in Nigeria at the time of  the 
registration of  voters for purposes of  election to a 
legislative house, shall be entitled to be registered as a voter 
for that election”.

Sections 132(5) and 178(5) tie the eligibility to 
register and vote in executive elections (Presidential and 
Governorship) to the requirement of  residency as in the 
case of  legislative houses. The Commission hopes that 
these legal obstacles will be cleared at some point to enable 
Nigerians in the diaspora to vote in elections.

Conclusion
We have promised Nigerians and friends of  Nigeria 

that the 2023 general election will be free, fair, credible and 
inclusive and we have left no stone unturned in preparing 
for it, despite several challenges. But all elections, 
especially those involving the type of  extensive national 
deployment like we do in Nigeria, will naturally come 
with challenges. We have worked closely with 
stakeholders and development partners to confront these 
challenges and we are satisfied with our preparations so 
far. Our Commission does not take the pledge that we have 
repeatedly made to Nigerians lightly. We are leaving no 
stone unturned in our preparations. Our commitment 
remains only to Nigerians and not to any political party or 
candidate. That is what the law requires of  us. We cherish 
the institutional independence and integrity of  the 
Commission. With the enthusiasm of  Nigerians, the 
goodwill of  stakeholders and partners, and the 
commitment of  the Commission, we believe that the 2023 
general election will be among the best conducted in 
Nigeria.

I thank you very much for the kind invitation and 
audience.

Continued from Pg. 6
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Meanwhile, the police 
also recovered the following 
suspected to be stolen and 
abandoned vehicles. They 
are Lexus ES 350 (black 
colour) with Reg.no: Lagos 
AKD 495 HU, Toyota 
Camry (Grey Colour) with 
Re g i s t r a t i o n  N u m b e r 
Lagos: JJJ 653 HW.

He said: “Given the 

girlfriend over an alleged 
affair she had with another 
man,  which led to  an 
argument between the 
lovers.

The eyewitness, who 
spoke on condition of  
anonymity, said Baby Face 
later strangled the woman. 

The source said, “After 
killing the girl, he set his 
apartment ablaze as a way 
to cover his track, but was 
caught up in the inferno. He 
was burnt to death with the 
girl 's corpse inside the 
house.” 

He said the incident 
c a u s e d  p a n i c  i n  t h e 
n e i g h b o u r h o o d ,  a s 

in the state, made this 

known on Tuesday in an 

interview with the News 

Agency of  Nigeria (NAN) 

in Minna.
According to him, the 

action is part of  measures to 

ensure that drugs do not 

determine actions and 

activities during the general 

elections.
This, he added, was 

necessary for peaceful, free 

and fair elections in the 

state.
“Since  the  genera l 

election is  around the 

corner, we will go after 

su spec t ed  i l l i c i t  d r ug 

abusers,  peddlers  and 

barons in Niger.
“This is to ensure that 

the elections are conducted 

peacefully which will result 

in free, fair credible and 

transparent elections in the 

state.
“Political thugs use 

hard drugs to enable them 

residents deserted the area 
for fear of  being arrested by 
the police.

The spokesperson for 
the police in the state, Grace 
I r i n g e - K o k o ,  a 
Superintendent of  Police, 
however, said it was a fire 
incident. 

“The girl died and the 
man was taken to a hospital 
where he was receiving 
treatment, but later died. 

“We (po l i ce )  have 
launched an investigation 
into the incident to find out 
what really happened. We 
will make our findings 
public,” she added. 

commit electoral violence, 

therefore, we will not allow 

drugs to determine the 

actions and activities during 

the general elections in the 

state,” he said.
He therefore warned 

illicit drug abusers, peddlers 

and barons to stay clear of  

the state as the agency 

would go tough on them.
“We want to sound a 

note of  warning to all illicit 

drug users, peddlers and 

barons in Niger state to 

d e s i s t  f r o m  t h e 

unwholesome practices.
“We want to tell them 

that we will go after them 

u n t i l  w e  a r r e s t  a n d 

p r o s e c u t e  t h e m ,”  t h e 

N D L E A  c o m m a n d e r 

added.
Kwetishe told NAN 

that in 2022 the command 

received two awards from 

the national headquarters 

of  the agency as the best in 

drug demand reduction.

a b ove,  t h e  C o m m a n d 
invites anyone or group 
looking for any of  the 
vehicles as highlighted 
above, to come to the Office 
of  the Command Public 
Relations Officer, Awka 
with valid proof/evidence 
of  ownership  o f  such 
vehicles for verification and 
possible collection.”

DSP Toochukwu Ikenga in 
a press release said those 
apprehended included one 
female and eight males.

He said: “On 15/1/2023 
by 3 am, police operatives in 
c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e 
vigilante group members, 
a c t i n g  o n  c r e d i b l e 
information at New Site, 
Ikpo Urueze Land, Oba, 
Idemili south, arrested nine 
persons.

“The suspects include: 

was arrested after Malam 
Abdul 'az iz  Shehu and 
Hajiya Saratu Muhammad, 
a l l  o f  K a z a u r e  t ow n , 
Kazaure Local Government 
Area, lodged complaint that 
the suspect allegedly sold 
fake CFA Franc amounting 
to N230,000 to them. 

”Unfor tunate ly  the 
victims did not know that 
the money was fake until 
they took it somewhere for 
exchange.

”Already, the suspect 
confessed that he got the 
m o n e y  f r o m  a 
b u s i n e s swo m a n  w h i l e 

death  when a i r s t r ikes 
conducted by a Nigerian Air 
Fo r c e,  NA F,  a i r c r a f t 
at tached to Operat ion 
Whirl Punch, raided their 
enclave recently. 

It partly read, “It would 
be recalled that on 22 
December 2022, a NAF 
aircraft struck a terrorists' 
gathering at Kurebe in 
Shiroro LGA.

“Several terrorists were 
killed, but it was unclear if  
a n y  o f  t h e  t e r r o r i s t s ' 
kingpins were eliminated in 
the air attacks. 

“Consequently, after the 

p r o d u c e  I m p r o v i s e d 
Explosive Device(s). 

“Accordingly,  NAF 
fighter jets were dispatched 
w i t h  t h e  m i s s i o n  o f  
ensuring total destruction 
of  the warehouse and 
a n n i h i l a t i o n  o f  t h e 
terrorists,”. 

T h e  N A F 
S p o k e s p e r s o n ,  A i r 
Commodore Wap Maigida, 
confirmed the successful 
airstrikes. 

He noted that their Air 
C o m p o n e n t  w o u l d 
continue to sustain the 
offensive operations against 
the Boko Haram elements. 

He said that all NAF 

Operational Commanders, 

in keeping with the directive 

of  the Chief  of  the Air Staff, 

A i r  M a r s h a l  O l a d ayo 

Amao, were making sure 

t h a t  t e r r o r i s t s  a n d 

collaborators were denied 

any breathing space. 

o t h e r  s o p h i s t i c a t e d 
e q u i p m e n t  a f t e r  t h e y 
vandalized the electricity 
power line mast in the 
above-mentioned location.

“They (suspects) all 
confessed to the level of  
their involvement in the act. 
They shall be charged to 
court, on the conclusion of  
the investigations.”

A
 middle-aged man, 
identified as Baby 
Face, has died in a 

fire incident in his house in 
t h e  O y i g b o  L o c a l 
Government Area of  Rivers 
State. 

The body of  his yet-to-
be-identified lover was also 
recovered from the house. 

It was gathered that 
Baby Face invited his lover 
to his house at Kom Kom, a 
densely populated area in 
Oyigbo, on the outskirts of  
Po r t  H a r c o u r t  a t  t h e 
weekend, when the incident 
occurred. 

A source said the man 
la t e r  in te r roga ted  h i s 

he Niger Command 

Tof  the  Nat ional 

D r u g  L a w 

E n f o r c e m e n t  A g e n c y 

(NDLEA) says it will go 

after peddlers of  illicit drugs 

to sanitise the political 

process before the general 

elections in February.
Mr Haruna Kwetishe, 

the NDLEA Commander 

Police in Anambra 
State have arrested 
nine persons who 

were found vandalising 
electricity installations and 
equipment.

The men were arrested in 
Oba, Idemili South Local 
Government Area, after 
they had destroyed an 
electric mast, with the aid of  
heavy equipment.

T h e  s t a t e  p o l i c e 
command's spokesperson, 

he Nigeria Security Tand Civil Defence 
Corps (NSCDC) in 

Jigawa State confirmed the 
arrest of  a 37-year-old man 
for being in possession of  26 
pieces of  1,000 fake CFA 
francs. 

The Public Relations 
Officer of  the Corps in the 
state, Adamu Shehu, made 
this known in an interview 
with the News Agency of  
Nigeria in Dutse, the state 
capital, on Tuesday. 

Shehu said that the 
suspect lived in Bachirawa 
quarters in Kano State, and 

Th e  m i l i t a r y  h a s 
reportedly killed two 
w a n t e d  B o k o 

Haram Commanders, Abu 
Ubaida and Mallam Yusuf  
Abba. 

They were neutralised 
together with about 40 of  
their foot soldiers at an 
abandoned warehouse in 
K u r e b e ,  a  p o p u l a r 
community in Shiroro 
Local Government Area of  
Niger State. 

A report by the military 
seen by our correspondent 
on Monday stated that Abu 
Ubaida and Abba met their 

“Amara Nneji 'f' 39 years, 
Kinsley Iwuozo 'm' 50 yrs, 
Romanus Dim 'm' 40 yrs, 
Abuchi Onuoha 'm' 29 yrs, 
Chukwudi Eke 'm' 39 yrs, 
Ikechukwu Eze 'm' 44 yrs, 
Ukpe Monday 'm' 40 yrs, 
Bartholomew Anugwueje 
' m '  4 5  y r s ,  I k e n n a 
Christopher 'm' 28 yrs.

“The security operatives 
r e c o v e r e d  a  t r u c k 
containing, seven welding 
machines, some irons, and 

travelling from Kazaure to 
Kano. 

“At the point of  his 
arrest, the suspect was in 
possession of  26 pieces of  
1,000 notes of  Niger CFA 
equivalent to N338,000”, he 
said. 

He said that the suspect 
would be arraigned before a 
court soon.

Shehu said that the 
offence was contrary to the 
provisions of  sections 329 
and 369 and punishable 
under sections 322 and 329 
of  the Penal Code Law CAP 
P3 VOL III law of  Jigawa.

said airstrike, preliminary 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  v i a 
exploitation of  several 
sources revealed that there 
was an underground in the 
wa r e h o u s e  w h e r e  t h e 
t e r ror i s t s  r un  to  h ide 
whenever a NAF aircraft 
flew over the area. 

“It was also revealed 
t h a t  t h e  t e r r o r i s t s 
hibernating within the 
location and bikes were seen 
on dif ferent  occasions 
carrying fertilisers to the 
warehouse.

“These fertilisers are 
used by the terrorists to 
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Commissioner of police Anambra state, CP Echeng Echeng, with Flowers as he honours Nigerian fallen heroes who 
died in active service.

Peter Obi dragged to court over alleged
dual citizenship

P
eter Obi, the Presiden-
tial candidate of  the 
Labour Party (LP) in 

the 2023 general election is 
facing a fresh disqualifica-
tion suit at a Federal High 
Court in Abuja over his 
alleged possession of  dual 
citizenship of  two countries. 
Obi is dragged before the 
Court by another political 
party, the National Rescue 
Movement (NRM) which 
among others, alleged that 
the presidential candidate 
is no longer fit, proper and 
qualified for the highest 
plum office in Nigeria on ac-
count of  his dual citizenship. 

The plaintiff  in the fresh 
suit against Obi is praying 
the court for an order to dis-
qualify him from the presi-
dential race on the ground 
of  breach of  the 1999 Con-
stitution. In the suit marked 
FHC/ABJ/CS/1842/2022, 
the Labour Party candidate 
was accused of  acquiring cit-
izenship of  Dallas in Texas, 
United States of  America in 
breach of  sections 1 and 137 
of  Nigeria’s Constitution. 

The party through its 
counsel, Mohammed Dan-
juma asked for an order 
of  perpetual injunction re-

straining the Independent 
National Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC) from recogniz-
ing, dealing or affording Pe-
ter Obi any right or privilege 
to stand for the presidential 
election. 

Sponsored In a 14-para-
graph affidavit in support of 
the suit, Peter Obi was said 
to have voluntarily acquired 
Dallas citizenship and the 
certificate of  citizenship pre-
sented to him by the Mayor 
of  Dallas, Mr Eric Johnson.

The party produced the 
picture and video recording 
of  the presentation of  the 

citizenship certificate to es-
tablish its case against the 
defendant. 

When the matter came up 
on Monday, Justice Inyang 
Edem Ekwo lambasted the 
plaintiff  for the inability to 
serve the originating sum-
mons on the defendants. 

Justice Ekwo thereafter 
fixed February 10 for men-
tion of  the suit and threat-
ened to strike out the case 
should the plaintiff  fail to 
serve the court process to 
Peter Obi before the adjust-
ment date. Defendants in the 
suit are INEC, Peter Obi and Peter Obi

Removing Emefiele ‘ll not solve 
inflation rascality, economic woes
 - Peter Obi 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Labour Party Pres-
idential candidate, 
Peter Obi on Monday 

said replacing the Central 
Bank of  Nigeria’s Governor 
Godwin Emefiele will not 
address the level of  fiscal 
rascality fueling inflation 
and other economic woes.

He made this disclo-
sure while speaking at the 
Chatham House in Lon-
don.

He stated that Nigeria’s 
exchange rate challenge will 
not go away if  Emefiele is 
removed.

Peter Obi has backed 
Emefiele amid rising in-
flation, chaotic foreign ex-
change regime, high interest 
rate, among other glaring 
economic challenges.

“People are talking about 
the Central Bank Gover-
nor, first let me assure you 
that the CBN governor will 
maintain his independence, 
he will be respected.

“Again, it is not the prob-
lem of  the person there. 
CBN has a role in mone-

tary policy. Then, you have 
the fiscal ecosystem. It’s 
like you go to a football 
match and the person who 
is supposed to be playing a 
particular wing is no longer 
there.

“Replacing Godwin 
Emefiele and putting some-
body else there, with that 
level of  fiscal rascality, 
which is what is fuelling 
our inflation and our rate of 
exchange today… these are 
some of  the things we need 
to cut”.

According to DAILY 
POST, Emefiele resumed 
office after annual leave, 
a statement signed by the 
apex bank Director of  Cor-
porate Communications, 
Osita Nwanisobi stated.

Meanwhile, Nigeria’s Se-
cret Service, DSS denied a 
report of  an alleged invasion 
of  Emefiele’s office upon 
his resumption on Monday 
in a statement signed by its 
spokesperson, Peter Afu-
nanya. 

Controversies have con-
tinued to surround the al-
leged imbroglio between 
Emefiele and DSS.

Again, gunmen attack Enugu INEC
office, kill police officer
T

he Independent Na-
tional Electoral Com-
mission (INEC) has 

announced that its office in 
Enugu South Local Govern-
ment Area has been attacked 
by gunmen a few weeks to 
the general election.

INEC’s National Com-
missioner and Chairman, 
Information and Voter Ed-
ucation Committee, Festus 
Okoye, stated this in a state-
ment on Monday.

The incident, which oc-
curred around 9.12pm Sun-
day, January 15, 2023, led 
to the death of  one police 
officer, while another was 
injured and currently receiv-
ing treatment.

The commission noted 
that the security gatehouse 
was razed, but the attackers 
could not gain access to the 
main building as a result of  
the rapid response by the po-
lice and military personnel 
from 82 Division.

Okoye added that security 
agencies have commenced 
investigation on the attack, 
while a meeting of  the In-
ter-Agency Consultative 
Committee on Election Se-
curity (ICCES) in Enugu 
State co-chaired by the Resi-
dent Electoral Commission-
er (REC) and the Commis-
sioner of  Police, has been 
convened to discuss the lat-
est incident and design addi-

tional strategies of  fortifying 
the offices and protecting 
the personnel and materials.

He said: “The Resident 
Electoral Commissioner 
(REC) for Enugu State, Dr. 
Chukwuemeka J. Chukwu, 
has reported that our office 
in Enugu South Local Gov-

ernment Area was attacked 
by unknown gunmen. The 
incident occurred around 
9.12pm yesterday, Sunday 
15th January 2023.

“The state Commissioner 
of  Police and the REC were 
personally at the scene im-
mediately they received in-
formation about the attack.

“Of the two policemen 
deployed to protect the facil-
ity, one of  them lost his life, 
while the other sustained 
injuries and is receiving 
treatment. The commission 
prays for the repose of  the 
soul of  the deceased police-
man and the speedy recov-

ery of  the injured.”
The commission stated 

that the destroyed gate-
house would be rebuilt, 
while it is proceeding with 
its preparations for the 2023 
general election in Enugu 
State and the entire country 
as scheduled.

Labour Party as 1st to 3rd 
defendants respectfully.

Military comb Onitsha as gunmen abduct Naval
Officer, civilians

T
he Nigerian military 
have deployed troops 
at entry and exit 

points in Anambra State, 
particularly in and around 
Onitsha.

The soldiers are searching 
vehicles and combing loca-
tions after unknown gun-
men abducted an operative 
of  the Nigerian Navy.

Lieutenant IS Ozuowa 
was kidnapped at about 6:30 
p.m. on Sunday alongside 

civilians, whose number is 
yet to be ascertained.

Currently serving at Ni-
gerian Navy Ship (NNS) 
OLOGBO, he was on transit 
from Port Harcourt, Rivers 
State capital.

The officer was released 
on last Friday to attend his 
Long Course programme.

A military personnel con-
firmed Ozuowa and others 
were ambushed at the Upper 
Iweka area in Onitsha.

Obasanjo acts Senior Prefect 
as Baptist Boys mark 100 yrs 
anniversary

F
ormer Nigeria’s presi-
dent, Chief  Olusegun 
Obasanjo created a 

comical scene on Monday 
when he dressed and acted 
like the senior prefect of  a 
secondary school when he 
and other old students of  the 
Baptist Boys High School, 
BBHS, Abeokuta, Ogun 
State, embarked on a road 
walk to commemorate the 
school’s 100 years of  exist-

ence.
In a video, the former Ni-

gerian president, dressed in a 
short, vest, a pair of  canvas 
and a fez cap was seen giving 
instructions to other old stu-
dents.

Like a typical senior pre-
fect, Obasanjo acted like he 
wanted to flog the old stu-
dents for not maintaining a 
straight line as the walk pro-
gressed.

“Own Quick Response 
Force (QRF) was deployed 
immediately. Efforts are on-
going to rescue the officer”, 
said a source.

At incident time, Ozuowa 
sent a distress message to 
Slt Bomadi, the Base Oper-
ations Officer of  Naval Out-
post (NOP) Onitsha.

The superior then alerted 
military troops stationed at 
checkpoints along different 
routes to be on the look out.
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nthony Joshua has had Athe gauntlet laid down 
to him by Deontay 

Wilder's team.
A blockbuster showdown 

between the two heavy hitters 
is closer than it's been since 
they held all the heavyweight 
marbles.

Meanwhile Wilder lost 
his belt in a trilogy with Tyson 
Fury but returned to the win 
column with a brutal first-
round KO last October.

Now coach Malik Scott 
wants him to settle the score 
with Joshua – sooner rather 
than later.

He told iFL TV: “You 
have Deontay and Andy Ruiz 
mandated for the WBC, but 
then you have people raving 
for Anthony Joshua and 
Deontay to fight, and that 
actual fight is bigger than the 
WBC mandation.

“We'll just see. I want 
Deontay to fight AJ – I think 
that's the biggest fight in the 
history of  the heavyweight 
division.

“I want to see them in the 
ring with each other, because I 
don't believe it will go more 
than three rounds.”

F o r m e r  W B C 

anchester United Ma r e  l o o k i n g  t o 
secure a deal for 

Victor Osimhen at the end of  
the season.

The Red Devils are keen 
on adding a top class forward 
to their squad in the summer.

United have signed Wout 
Weghorst on loan until the 
end of  this season, but the 
Netherlands and Burnley 
forward is not their long-term 
option.

According to Il Mattino, 
United are lining up a deal for 
Napoli striker, Osimhen for 
the summer.

United see the 24-year-
old, who has 12 Serie A goals 
so far this term, as their ideal 
front man.

heavyweight champ Wilder 
was mooted as a potential 
o p p o n e n t  f o r  J o s h u a ' s 
comeback fight in April.

But AJ's team have turned 
their attention elsewhere, 
much to the annoyance of  
Scott.

He  to ld  Bes t  Spor t s 
Betting Canada: “At one time 
it looked like we're getting 
ready to get a Deontay-AJ 
fight made.

“Then you hear AJ and 
his team want to do other 
things.

“It seems like he's ducking 
all my heavyweights. You have 
g o t  t o  f i g h t  o n e  o f  my 
heavyweights, man, we're 
waiting on you over here.

“You're ducking Deontay 
Wilder, Gerald Washington is 
ready to fight right now, in top 
condit ion,  mental ly  and 
spiritually and physically.”

Joshua, 33, is on the 

f r i n g e s  o f  w o r l d  t i t l e 
contention following his split 
decision loss to Usyk last 
August.

And promoter  Eddie 
Hearn admits a third loss on 
the bounce could be curtains 
for his career.

The Matchroom Boxing 
chief  told iFL TV: “You go 
into that fight in April and you 
know that defeat, it's all over, 
really.

“It would be a third back-
to-back defeat and yet a great 
performance and a showroom 
knockout will get everyone 
saying, 'We're back, baby.'

“That's what I can't wait 
for because I love it when our 
backs are against the wall.

“I'm excited. I'm really 
excited.

“This is the most excited 
I've been in Joshua's journey 
so far.”

mmediate past foreign Imanager of  the Super 
Eagles, Gernot Rohr, said 

both FC Lorient's Terem Moffi 
and Bordeaux's Josh Maja 
deserve big transfers following 
their sterling performances for 
their French clubs.

The 69-year-old German 
who blooded both players 
during his days with the Super 
Eagles, told newsmen they can 
excel at any club given their 
talents.

“ Te r e m  M o f f i  i s  a 
powerful centre forward , a 
good goal scorer, he's also 
good with the head, good 
protection of  the ball and 
mentally, very strong which 
makes him to be a complete 
striker; I like this player”, the 
f o r m e r  B aye r n  M u n i c h 
defender said from his base in 
France.“  Present ly,  he ' s 
(Moffi) one of  the best players 
at Lorient.”

M o f f i  h a s  a l r e a d y 
attracted huge transfer interest 
from OGC Nice and English 
Premier League sides, West 
Ham and Southampton but 
Rohr reckoned that the 24-
year-old Maja, 'best goal 
scorer of  second division' also 
deserves a part on the back for 
his goal scoring efforts with 
the Marines and Whites.

“Maja is doing well this 
season after coming back to 

Bordeaux from loans (Fulham 
and Stoke City) in England 
and Bordeaux is now second 
in Ligue 2 presently,” he 
equally said.“I hope Maja who 
has scored 11 goals (though 
with six penalties) can bring 
back Bordeaux to the first 
division (Ligue 1) again.”
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Wilder tempts Joshua with
'biggest heavyweight fight'

Man United
renews bid
for Osimhen

Transfer window: Sulemana could
join Everton on loan

ver ton manager, EFrank Lampard, 
will be desperate for 

new additions at the club 
before the January window 
shuts.

A repor t  from the 
D a i l y  M a i l  s u g g e s t s 
Everton have set their sights 
on an exciting talent from 
France.

They  be l i eve  tha t 
Everton are keen on signing 
Rennes winger, Kamaldeen 
Sulemana.

T h e  G h a n a i a n 
international is typically 
known as Kamaldeen, and 
has had a fascinating career.

The 20-year-old came 
through the Right to Dream 
academy in Ghana, before 
joining their affiliate club 
F C  N o r d s j a e l l a n d  i n 
Denmark.

He scored 10 goals for 
the Danish side as an 18-
year-old, attracting interest 
from plenty of  clubs across 
Europe.

In the end, he joined 
Rennes for £17.7m, which 
m a k e s  h i m  t h e  m o s t 
expensive export from 
Denmark ever.

Kamaldeen showed 
flashes of  brilliance in his 
debut season last year, 

with Everton not having to 
commit to buying the 20-
year-old even if  they get 
relegated.

K a m a l d e e n  i s n ' t 
playing the number of  
minutes he would like at 
high-flying Rennes this 
season.

Everton need more 
at tacking opt ions and 
Kamaldeen would create 
plenty of  chances in the 
Premier League.

The Ghanaian is a 
dribbling genius, capable of  
beating full-backs on the 
inside and outside.

recording an assist in a 
fantastic win over PSG.

However, a back injury 
ruined the second-half  of  
his campaign, and now he 
f i n d s  h i m s e l f  b e h i n d 
A m i n e  G o u i r i  i n  t h e 
pecking order.

T h i s  c o u l d  o f f e r 
E v e r t o n  t h e  p e r f e c t 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s i g n 
Kamaldeen.

The report suggests 
that Everton want to sign 
Kamaldeen initially on loan 
in January.

It would be a risk-free 
signing for both parties, 

Moffi, Maja deserve big
transfers says Rohr

i g e r i a n 

Nw i n g e r , 
J o s e p h 

Hungbo will spend 
the remainder of  the 
campaign at Sky Bet 
Championship club, 
Huddersfield Town.

His parent club, 
Watford announced 
they have loaned out 
Hungbo to their 
C h a m p i o n s h i p 
rivals on Tuesday.

It is the third 
time the player will 
spend time on loan 
outside the Vicarage 
Road.

The 23-year-old 
once had spells at 
National League 
club, Aldershot and 
S c o t t i s h 
Premiership club, 
Ross County.

H u n g b o  w i l l 
wear the number 16 
jersey at his new 
club.

H e  j o i n e d 
Watford in 2019 
f o l l o w i n g  a 
successful trial after 
he was released by 
Premie r  League 
club, Crystal Palace.

Watford loan out Nigerian winger,
Hungbo to Championship rival
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h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l Tc a n d i d a t e  o f  t h e 
Labour Party, Peter 

Obi, on Monday at Chatham 
House, London revealed his 
plan for tackling the various 
agitations in the country and 
as well ensure social justice is 
e n t h r o n e d  i n  o r d e r  t o 
discourage social unrest and 
c r i m i n a l i t y,  i f  e l e c t e d 
President of  the federal 
Republic of  Nigeria in the 
forthcoming February 25, 
Presidential and National 
Assembly Elections

In his presentation at the 
Chatham House, tit led, 
“Policy institutional reforms 
at the heart of  the 2023 
elections in Nigeria”, the 
presidential candidate of  
Labour Party (LP), Peter Obi 
said he would ensure social 
justice is enthroned in order 
to discourage social unrest 
and criminality as he insists 
that ethnic tension is the 
result of  injustice, unfairness, 
e x c l u s i o n  a n d 
marginalization adding that 
once the trend is reversed 
ethnic tensions will nosedive.

H e  s a i d  h e  w o u l d 
r e v a m p  t h e  a l r e a d y 
impover ished Niger ia ' s 
economy, fight insecurity 
and corruption, and place the 
country on the path of  rapid 
e c o n o m i c  g r ow t h  a n d 
recovery, adding that he 
would ensure borrowing in 
future would only be for 
investment.

“This is what I tell you 
about agitations, as long as 
we start doing the right 
things, as soon as we start 
building an inclusive society 
where people's talent and 
hard work will match up 
their opportunities, you will 
start seeing those things go 
down. “There is tension even 
in the western world. We will 
show compassion; we will 
show love,” Obi said.

“We have  a la r ming 
insecurity that has led to loss 
of  many lives and properties, 
significant decline in food 
a n d  e c o n o m i c  o u t p u t , 
immense trauma that has 
compromised the mental 
health of  communities, and 
in some cases, irredentist 
pressures and disaffection 
with the Nigerian project.

“The economy is in crisis 

with a troubling debt profile 
worsened by oil theft of  
proportion once hard to even 
imagine, two economic 
recessions in six years and a 
lamentable power sector that 
s ignif icantly constrains 
manufacturing and social 
life.

“The Nigerian state is 
captive to an elite gang-up 
and  a  rent ie r  po l i t i ca l 
e c o n o m y  t h a t  h a s 
concentrated political power 
in the hands of  those who 
came to power and influence 
mainly through their own 
contrivances and not through 
the affirmation of  the people, 
and therefore, do not have 
the incentive to serve the 
people's interest.

“Even after exploiting 
e t h n i c  a n d  r e l i g i o u s 
cleavages and sentiments to 
ascend to political power, the 
ve r y  p e o p l e  o n  w h o s e 
sentiments they grabbed 
power often become the 
primary victims of  such 
political fraud that has 
rendered Nigeria a failing 
state with a worsening 
leadership crisis.

“ C o n s e q u e n t l y , 
Nigeria's Democracy has 
been on the wane, evident in 
t h e  A f r o b a r o m e t e r 
longitudinal tracking which 
reveals low voter turnout and 
a p a t hy  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t 
Republic.

“But this seems to have 
turned around dramatically 
l a s t  y e a r ,  a l l o w i n g 
I n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i o n a l 
E l e c t o r a l  C o m m i s s i o n 
(INEC) to register over 12 
million new voters, with 
many more complaining 
they wished to register but 
were unable to make INEC 
deadlines.

“What prompted this 
turn-around? The reasons for 
these very high stakes are 
l u r k i n g  i n  f a c t s  o f  
demographics, with our 
dominant population (the 
youths )  f r us t ra ted  and 
unhappy with the status quo 
a n d  t h e  d i m i n i s h e d 
opportunities in Nigeria in 
an age of  globalization when 
the Internet easily reveals to 
them the prosperous homes 
of  those who live in better-led 
and governed countries.

b a l l o t  b o x  a s  b e i n g 
instrumental to changing of  
bad leadership.”

He said Senator Yusuf  
Datti  Baba-Ahmed, his 
running mate, and himself  
are committed to a new 
politics that starts with the 
ethics of  servant-leaders and 
anchored on the marriage of  
clean hearts and skilful 
hands.

“We know that unless we 
change our  pol i t ics  by 
chang ing  our  po l i t i ca l 
leadership, we are stuck with 
t h i s  t e r r i b l e  s t a t e  o f  
underdeve lopment  and 
misery.

“We will patriotically 
reform our inst i tut ions 
particularly ones directly 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r 
implementing Government 
policies to make them fit for 
purpose.

“It is not to be doubted at 
the global scene that Nigeria 
is blessed with some of  the 
most entrepreneurial youths 
in the world, in science, in 
b u s i n e s s ,  i n  a r t  a n d 
entertainment.”

He expressed the believe 
that what remains is to 
change the leadership class 
from predators to creators of  
value; from those whose 
wealth and power derive 
from the destitution of  the 
nation and its peoples to 
t h o s e  w h o  h a v e 
d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e 
competence, character and 
capacity to invest in human 

“How did we (Nigeria) 
plunge into such economic 
d e c l i n e  t h a t  w e  h av e 
overtaken India as home to 
the biggest pool of  the 
absolute poor in the world? 
While the poverty rate in 
India is about 16%, that of  
Nigeria is about 63% with 
about 133 million Nigerians 
c l a s s i f i e d  a s 
multidimensionally poor!

“This is unacceptable 
and needs to change! What 
Nigeria needs is a Great 
Escape as the 2015 Noble 
prize winner in Economics 
Angus Deaton of  Princeton 
University elucidated, that 
what separates poor & rich is 
attributable to Health & 
E d u c a t i o n .  “ B u t  w h a t 
provides Quality Health and 
Educational Systems for a 
society? Committed and 
Focused Leadership that can 
Build and Sustain Public 
Wealth as I was told by 
Professor Donald Jacobs of  
The Kellogg School  of  
Management.

“In many ways, this is at 
the heart of  my remarks 
today which are deeply 
rooted in my upbringing, 
particularly my mother's 
counsel that I live a life of  
positive impact and manage 
both personal and public 
resources most prudently for 
sustainable/inclusive growth 
and development of  the 
society.

“It is the principle that 
guided my stewardship as 

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  c r e a t e 
prosperity, and instill the 
right values and ethical 
conduct deserving of  servant 
leaders.

“Nigeria today is at a 
critical juncture and the 
people, led by the youths 
brutalized by bad leadership, 
are awake and leading the 
movement to transform 
Nigerian politics and restart 
the engine of  economic 
growth and social stability.

“We count ourselves 
honoured to be trusted 
especially by the youths, to 
l e a d  t h i s  d e m o c r a t i c 
revolution and we deeply 
pledge to do so with sincerity, 
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  a n d 
unquenchable love and 
desire for a better Nigeria.

“We are simply, the 
symbol of  the Nigerian 
youths' struggles to reverse 
the ugly trend that keeps 
driving them into social 
a n o m i e ,  d e s p a i r  a n d 
rejection of  their beloved 
country.

“We are determined to 
do everything that needs to 
be done to rescue and lead 
our beloved country to 
prosperity, freedom, security 
and peace.

“We will use merit to 
a s s e m b l e  c o m p e t e n t 
Nigerians from all sections 
o f  Niger ia  to  for m an 
effective Government of  
National Unity

Recall that, Mr. Obi is 
t h e  s e c o n d  N i g e r i a n 
presidential candidate in this 
electoral cycle to speak at 
Chatham House, a London-
based think-tank, following 
his All Progressives Congress 
(APC) counterpart, Bola 
Tinubu's session there in 
December.

Two other candidates, 
Atiku Abubakar of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
( P D P )  a n d  R a b i u 
Kwankwaso of  the New 
N i ge r i a  Pe o p l e s  Pa r t y 
(NNPP), are also expected to 
speak there.

However,  a total  of  
eighteen (18) candidates are 
scheduled to take part in next 
month's election but only 
three of  them are expected to 
have a chance of  victory.

Governor of  Anambra State, 
Nigeria and led to our much-
commended performance 
with some priced awards to 
show for it. According to 
him, Some of  the awards 
w e r e  f o r  o u t s t a n d i n g 
accomplishment in key 
Millennium Development 
G o a l s  ( M D G s )  n o w 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs).

“It is the same counsel 
and principle that is guiding 
and motivating me to offer to 
serve in a New Nigeria! The 
a n s w e r  l i e s  i n  a n 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  
Leadership, Institutions and 
Demographics.

“The good news is that 
demography is driving the 
change we are seeing in 
Africa with election after 
election in the last year in 
A f r i c a ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e 
establishment parties are 
being upturned by new or 
small parties.

“It is for this change that 
my vision of  policy change 
a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
development is rooted in the 
push for a broadened scope 
of  soc ia l  mobi l i ty  and 
freedom for  Niger ians, 
particularly our children and 
youth.

“Like Former British 
Prime Minister  Harold 
McMillan said at the start of  
the Independence decade, a 
wind of  change is blowing 
through Africa. Today a new 
wind of  change sees the 
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