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Ohakim’s orderlies:
I’ll not abandon their families

A 
former governor 
of  Imo State, Ikedi 
Ohakim, on Sun-

day asked the inspector 
General of  police Usman 
Alkali to arrest those who 
attacked his convey on Jan-
uary 2 and killed four of  
his orderlies in the Ehime 
Mbano Local Government 
Area of  the state.

Ohakim in a message of  
appreciation he personally 
issued demanded immedi-
ate solution to rising inse-
curity in the country.

Describing the attack as a 
clear case of  attempted as-
sassination on him and two 
of  his two children who 
were with him as of  the 
time of  the attack, the ex 
governor said that he had 
remind in shock since after 
the attack.

Mourning the killing of  
his four orderlies, Ohakim 
promised not to abandon 
their families.

He said he was going to 
everything possible to sup-
port the families of  the slain 
cops who died protecting 
his life and that of  his two 
children who rode with 
him.

Part of  the statement read 
” as I write this message, my 

heart bleeds but of  course 
no length or volume of  liter-
ature can sufficiently express 
the pain and hurt this is go-
ing on right deep inside me.

“These were young men 
at the prime of  their youth 
and career and for whom 
the future held quite a lot. 
The circumstances of  their 
death are yet another very 
sad commentary on our col-
lective existence as a people 
but as a person and as a fam-
ily, it is a personal loss.

“I am encouraged howev-
er by the fact that security 
agents in Imo state in par-
ticular have posted a few im-
pressive performances in the 
recent past and I believe that 
together with the proven 
determination of  the state 
governor in dealing with 
the matter of  insecurity, it 
is only a matter of  time for 
those behind that dastardly 
act to be fished out.

” On our part, my family 
will do everything human-
ly possible to ensure that 
though their losses are irrep-
arable, those left behind by 
the gallant late officers do 
not suffer untold hardship. 
May the good Lord grant 
their souls eternal rest.”

EFCC begins auction of forfeited real estates

T
he Economic and Fi-
nancial Crimes Com-
mission (EFCC)on 

Monday at the National 
Open University, Jabi, Abu-
ja, commenced the sale of  
forfeited real estate assets by 
sealed bids to the highest bid-
ders.

The Commission said there 
was no successful bid for the 
properties in Lot 1 compris-
ing 24 units of  luxury flats at 
Banana Island, Ikoyi, Lagos, 
which was expected to be sold 
as a single unit.

EFCC Head, Media & 
Publicity, Wilson Uwujaren, 
said in a statement that a bid-
der who turned in the highest 
bid of  N13.1 billion was dis-
qualified for failure to include 
the stipulated 10 per cent of  
the bid amount.

Other bidders did not make 
the reserve price.

Secretary to the Commis-
sion, Dr. George Ekpungu 
announced that the Commis-
sion would open fresh bids for 
the properties in Lot 1.

The bids will close by 12 
pm on Friday, January 13, 
2023, while the bid opening 
will be done the same day.

Also, there were no suc-
cessful bids in Lots 2 and 3. 
Fresh bids were invited un-
til Wednesday, January 11, 
2023, and the bids will be 
opened on Thursday, January 
12, 2023.

Dr. Ekpungu explained that 
the Commission adopted the 
format of  competitive bidding 
to ensure accountability and 
so that the government gets 
the right value for the assets.

He said the occupants of  
the properties for sale have the 
Right of  First Refusal even as 
he vowed that the Commis-
sion would ensure that former 
owners of  the forfeited prop-

erties do not attempt to repur-
chase the assets by proxy.

“If  you have information 
about any bid by owners 
of  the assets, please let the 
Commission know, and we 
will take appropriate action, 
including possible prosecu-
tion,” he said.

He commended the EFCC 
Chairman, Abdulrasheed 
Bawa for taking the bull by 
the horn in ensuring that 
those who have stolen the 
wealth of  the country were 
denied the proceeds of  crime 
and the assets disposed of  for 
the benefit of  all Nigerians.

Director, Public Affairs 
of  the Commission, Mr. 
Osita Nwajah, read out the 
guidelines for the sale which, 
among others, forbids staff  of  
the Commission and persons 
who have or are being prose-
cuted in respect of  the assets 
from participating in the pro-

cess.
He also said before any 

bid can be successful, it must 
be equal to or be above the 
reserve price, while each bid-
der was expected to enclose a 
bank draft for 10 per cent of  
the bid amount.

He said successful bidders 
have 15 working days from 
the bid opening to make full 
payment. Otherwise, the sec-
ond highest bidder would be 
offered the asset.

The assets are grouped into 
nine lots with Monday’s sale 
restricted to lots 1, 2 and 3.

The sale of  properties in the 
other lots will continue until 
the final lot is disposed of  on 
Friday, December 13, 2023.

Proceeds from the sale of  
the assets will be paid into 
the Confiscated and Forfeit-
ed Properties Account at the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria in 
line with Section 69(a) of  the 
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Nnamdi Kanu may die in solitary
confinement – US lawmaker 
E�zzy Daily Reports

A 
lawmaker in the 
State of  Texas 
House of  Repre-

sentatives, Jarvis Johnson 
has lamented that Nnamdi 
Kanu, leader of  the Indig-
enous People of  Biafra, 
IPOB, might die in solitary 
confinement.

To this end, Johnson 
urged the Nigerian Govern-
ment to release Kanu due to 
his deteriorating health.

Johnson said the Nigerian 
Government was commit-
ting genocide against the 
Igbo people by refusing to 
release Kanu.

He made the call in a 
statement he signed and 

forwarded to newsmen by 
Kanu’s Special Counsel, 
Aloy Ejimakor.

He recounted how the Ni-
gerian Government alleged-
ly abducted Kanu in Kenya 
and refused to release him 
despite court orders and 
calls by the United Nations 
Working Group.

The statement reads part-
ly: “Mazi Nnamdi Kanu, 
is the foremost Freedom 
Fighter for the rights of  op-
pressed people in Nigeria.

“The Nigerian Govern-
ment has refused to obey the 
orders of  its own courts, and 
Kanu remains in solitary 
confinement enforced by its 
Secret Police.

“Kanu’s health conditions 
have been ignored by Nige-
ria’s Secret Police. He has 
been denied access to his 

doctors and to the regular 
supply of  his medications.

“His health has increas-
ingly deteriorated, and it is 
now feared that he may die 
in solitary confinement.”

Johnson pointed out that 
Kanu’s only offence was his 
agitation for Biafra.

He urged the US govern-
ment to prevail on its Nige-
rian counterpart to stop the 
genocide against Kanu.

“I am demanding the 
immediate release of  Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu. The Gov-
ernment of  Nigeria needs to 
comply with the UN Man-
date and the Orders of  its 
own Courts. 

“The Nigerian Govern-
ment is carrying out another 
form of  genocide, one citi-
zen at a time,” he added.

Ikechukwu  Nkulo  enthroned as  Methodist Bishop 
of Umuahia East  
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

R
t. Rev. (Dr.) Ikechuk-
wu Emezi Nkulo, has 
been installed as the 

Methodist  Bishop of  Diocese 
of   Umuahia East, Abia State.

The enthronement cere-
mony was performed at All 
Saints Methodist Church, 
Umuawa Alaocha by His 
Grace, Most Rev Chibuzo 
Raphael Opoko, the Method-
ist Archbishop of  Umuahia. 
The Archbishop of  Method-
ist Church Umuahia, Most 
Rev Opoko, while delivering 
his sermon, reminded the 
congregation of  the need to 
enthrone only leaders with 
the fear of  God at all levels of  

government. He charged the 
Methodist faithful   to go for 
candidates with tested records 
during the 2023 polls. Accord-
ing to the Archbishop, “It is no 
longer about party, but about 
the soul of  the Christian faith. 
Go and get your PVC, vote 
for God fearing leaders who 
have the interest of  the people 
at heart, and make sure you 
defend your votes”

He concluded by urging the 
candidates to go and represent 
Christ, and not themselves or 
their party.The Archbishop 
who congratulated the new 
Methodist Bishop of  Umua-
hia East Diocese, Rt Rev Ike-
chukwu Emezi Nkulo as his 
emergence as Bishop, charged 
the new Bishop to discharge 

his job with the fear of  God. 
In his address, the new Bish-
op, Bishop Ikechukwu Emezi 
Nkulo expressed his gratitude 
God, the Methodist Arch-
bishop, Most Rev. Chibuzor 
Raphael Opoko and other 
members of  the Church on 
his enthronement. 

Speaking at the occasion, 
APC Senatorial candidate 
for Abia Central, Rep Sam 
Onuigbo said the enthrone-
ment of  Bishop Nkulo , who 
is from Okwe, Ikwuano LGA 
was a sign of  untrammelled 
blessings for the people of  Ik-
wuano/Umuahia and Abia 
Central at large, pledging to 
develop every part of  Abia 
Central, if  elected.

Gov Hope Uzodimma calls for more 
private partnerships for economic 
growth

T
he Imo State Gover-
nor, Distinguished 
Senator Hope Uzo-
dimma has called 

for more productive partner-
ships between the Govern-
ment and the private sector, 
stressing how healthy it is for 
the delivery of  good govern-
ance to the people.

Governor Uzodimma stat-
ed this while playing host to a 
delegation of  the Association 
of  Nigeria Licensed Custom 
Operators, who came on a 
courtesy visit.

The Governor highlighted 
his administration’s projects 
in the commerce and in-
dustry sector while wooing 
more investors to leverage on 

Government’s policies that 
guarantee mutual economic 
benefits.

He pledged to support the 
association in any meaningful 
endeavour to proliferate trade 
across the state and the nation 
at large.

Speaking earlier, the Chair-
man of  the panel, Maj. Gen-
eral Barry Ndiomu stated that 
they are here to find lasting 
solutions to the menace of  oil 
theft in the state and the coun-
try in general. 

He further said that 
everything associated with 
Governor Uzodimma is a 
success and that they came 
to seek his recommendations 
in the fight against crude oil 
theft.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

G
overnor Okezie Ik-
peazu of  Abia State 
has reiterated his ad-

ministration’s commitment 
to improve the lives of  retired 
Nigerian soldiers and fami-
lies of  fallen military men. 

Ikpeazu who reaffirmed 
this during an interdenomi-
national Church Service as 
to mark 2023   Armed Forces 
Remembrance Day celebra-
tion at St Peter’s Presbyterian 
Church, Umuahia, appreciat-
ed said all sacrifices and con-
tributions of  members of  the 
Nigerian Army both living 
and dead. 

He pointed out that the du-
ties of  protecting the territori-
al integrity of  the Nigeria by 
members of  the armed forces 
overemphasized would not 
be in vain. The Governor 
who was represented by his 
Deputy, Sir Ude Oko Chuk-
wu pointed out that special 
advises from retired soldiers 
were needed towards ad-

dressing series of  insecurities 
bedeviling the nation. 

Ikpeazu who lamented the 
effects of    armed banditry, 
kidnappings, armed robbery, 
insurgency and other forms 
of  criminality on the  coun-
try, stressing that the ugly ac-
tivities slowed down the pace 
of  national development. 

He appealed to churches 
for more prayers for the pro-
gress of  Abia State and the 
Nigerian nation. 

In his sermon, the Moder-
ator, St Peter’s Presbyterian 
Church, Umuahia, Rt. Rev 
Chinedu Okoroafor called 
for better welfare packages 
for the families of  the nation’s 
fallen heroes and for those 
that are still alive. 

The church service was at-
tended by the Commander, 
14 Brigade, Nigerian Army, 
Ohafia, Brig. Gen. Adegoke 
Adetuyi, the Chairman, Ni-
gerian Legion, Abia State 
Chapter, Commander Am-
brose Nnabugwu (Rtd) and 
other personalities.

Proceeds of  Crime ( Recovery 
and Management) Act, 2023.

The Commission had on 
December 24, 2022, in a paid 
advertorial published in five 
of  the major newspapers in 
the country, announced the 
commencement of  bids for 
over a hundred forfeited prop-
erties in cities across Nigeria.

The exercise was witnessed 
by among others, represent-
atives of  the Civil Society 
including the Rev David 
Ugolor, Executive Director, 
Africa Network for Environ-
ment and Economic Justice 
(ANEEJ).

He commended the EFCC 
for a transparent process 
but urged the Commission 
to ensure the guidelines are 
communicated to the public 
for the benefit of  cynics who 
might be inclined to fault the 
process.



News

Only rigging can stop Peter Obi from winning - Ezeife

A 
former governor 
of  Anambra State, 
Dr. Chukwuemeka 

Ezeife has projected that the 
presidential flagbearer of  the 
Labour Party, Peter Obi will 
win at the presidential polls in 
February.

According to Ezeife, Only 
rigging, can prevent Obi from 
becoming the nation’s next 
president. Prior to the Labour 
Party candidate’s and Senator 
Ahmed Datti’s rally on Tues-
day, he made this statement 
on Monday. He added that 
he is adamant that Nigerians 
are aware that Obi is the best 
candidate in this race.

He said, “I am earnestly 
looking forward to the day 
Obi will be sworn in as Nige-

ria’s President. That day will 
mark the beginning of  Nige-
ria’s return to the part of  the 
glory.

“Apart from rigging, I 
would say that nobody else is 
contesting this election with 
Obi, inasmuch as I know that 
some other candidates have 
so much money at their dis-
posal.

“All powers belong to God. 
And our God can stop every 
rigging and I see the hands of  
God in the ‘Obidient move-
ment’ and I thank all Nigeri-
ans for thinking right this time 
around and I must say that all 
glory is to our God.

“By God’s grace, there will 
be an election this February. 
There will be no interim gov-
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ernment and the result of  the 
election is predictable.

“In fact, I can’t wait for that 
day, May 29, this year when 
Obi will be sworn in. But if  
I had my way, why not bring 
the swearing-in date down 
to March or April, instead 
of  waiting till May which is 
three months far away from 
the February election.”

Obi is scheduled to meet 
with the traditional chiefs at 
the Government House in 
Awka while he is in the state 
as part of  his ongoing nation-
al rally.

Over 180 support groups 
have finalized plans to hold 
a solidarity match in Onitsha 
for the rally, according to Mr. 
Titus Obasi, Head of  Media 

and Publicity for the Labour 
Party Campaign Council.

Obasi said, “The activi-
ties include three town hall 
meetings at the Government 
House, Awka where he 
would meet with traditional 
rulers and then another town 
hall meeting with the student 
community.

“There would also be an-
other town hall meeting with 
Anambra women at the All 
Saints Anglican Church hall 
which would be presided over 
by the wife of  the presidential 
candidate, Mrs Margaret Obi 
and then the main rally prop-
er at the All Saints Anglican 
church field Onitsha.”

Five million supporters, 
according to Mr. Ceasar Obi-

Governor Uzodimma hosted a delegation of the Association of Nigeria Licensed Custom Operators, who 
came on a courtesy visit.

5000 Gov Okowas cannot stop Peter Obi from
winning in Delta, despite intimidations - POSN
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka 

T
he Peter Obi Support 
Network (POSN), an 
international political 

support group has assured 
the Delta State governor, If-
eanyi Okowa that nothing 
will stop the Labour Party 
(LP) presidential candidate 
-Peter Obi from defeating 
him and the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) in Delta 
state in the coming Feb 25, 
2023 Presidential election.

According to the group, 
“despite all the intimida-
tions from Okowa and his 
PDP minions, that even 
5000 times of  Okowas can-
not stop Obi and the LP 
from taking Delta State on 
Deb 25,2023.”

POSN noted that Oko-
wa as the Vice Presidential 
candidate of  the PDP was 
expected to campaign on his 
achievements of  8 years as 
governor of  the oil rich Delta 
state, rather than preventing 
the Labour Party and Obi 
from using public facility 
built with general public’s 

tax. 
It therefore described the 

refusal of  Gov Okowa to 
grant access to the public 
facilities in the state as an 
abuse of  power, undemo-
cratic and a most draconian 
act. “

It also added that the only 
achievements Okowa can 
show to the whole world is to 
further plunge the state into 
debts despite huge allocation 
received from the Federal 
government.

The statement in part 
read, “Gov Ifeanyi Okowa’s 
refusal to grant the Peter 
Obi Campaign train access 
to any public facility in Del-
ta State for their campaign 
further exposes the PDP 
presidential ticket as an un-
lawful, despotic and dan-
gerous ticket. It also betrays 
the morbid fear and trepida-
tion for the LP’s Peter Obi’s 
overwhelming ever-growing 
grassroots support wherever 
he goes. 

Consequently, POSN 
urges Nigerians to do 
everything to avoid falling 
into the PDP dangerous en-

trapment again. 
“Public facilities in Del-

ta State are NOT owned by 
Okowa or the PDP, but as the 
name clearly implies, they 
are owned by the people. 

“It is therefore an abuse of 
power and a most draconian 
act for the governor of  a State 
to stop opposition political 
Parties or any other lawful 
group/s from having access 
to such public facilities, es-
pecially, when these groups 
are willing to meet every 
requirement for them to use 
the facilities. 

POSN noted that “Gov 
Okowa is afraid of  his own 
shadows. He knows that he 
can’t win Delta for the PDP 
even with the billions of  Nai-
ra of  State funds he has alleg-
edly pumped into that ham-
strung ship and continues to 
pump in. 

“The Labour Party has 
taken over Delta State, and 
there is absolutely nothing, 
5000 Okowas can do about 
it. He can only cry and cling 
to the protection of  the par-
aphernalia of  his incum-
bent office for the few more 

dile, the leader of  Peter Obi 
Express Media, would visit 
Anambra.

“We are ready and we are 
in full spirit because this is 
his home and all the sup-
port groups have mobilized 
enough and we made enough 
arrangements for welfare and 
security,” he said.

Geomartins Uzodike, who 
was also speaking as the di-
rector of  the Obi/Datti Cam-
paign Council in the state, 
pointed out that the rally is a 
component of  the candidate’s 
and his running mate’s con-
sultation and awareness cam-

paign.
“It is going to be the moth-

er of  all rallies and this one is 
that the candidate is coming 
home to talk to his people and 
we have made all the neces-
sary arrangements to ensure 
a hitch-free campaign rally in 
Anambra State.

“The meetings with the 
respective bodies are part of  
the process and our candi-
date has great respect for the 
youths who are represented 
by the Nigerian students as 
well as the traditional insti-
tution represented by the An-
ambra Council of  Traditional 
Rulers,” he said.

2023: PDP will win in 
Ebonyi State, says Odii
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he governorship can-
didate of  People’s 
Democratic Party 

(PDP), Ebonyi State, Chief  
Chukwuma Odii has boast-
ed that the PDP will win this 
year’s general election in the 
state overwhelmingly having 
passed through series of  cri-
ses that nearly killed the party 
and still remain strong.

Odii said the party was 
stronger now after the crises 
and became party to beat in 
the general election.

 The governorship hopeful 
who stated this during Eb-
onyi South PDP campaign 
flag off  at Itim Edda, Afikpo 
South LGA noted that he has 
united the party to ensure 
that it wins the general elec-
tion, describing candidates 
of  the party as those that can 
win election. 

“One thing I want to assure 
you is that PDP remains one 
family and the umbrella will 
keep accommodating and ac-
commodating. Our umbrella 
will keep giving shelter and 
shelter. 

“Ebonyi is PDP and PDP 
is Ebonyi. Ebonyi South has 
benefited so much from PDP 
and we cannot abandon PDP 
this time. This is why you see 
mammoth crowd anywhere 
PDP is has an event because 
Ebonyi people love PDP.

“No other party would 
have gone through what we 
went through in last couple 

of  months and that party will 
be standing very firm today 
apart from PDP.

“The very first time in the 
history of  Ebonyi State if  
not in the history of  South 
East that our party went up 
to Supreme Court twice and 
still people were still waiting 
for PDP including people in 
APC.

 “I was there in Onicha 
local government when one 
man spoke and said that a 
lot of  people will be leaving 
PDP to APC and I said to 
him, are you not aware that 
a lot of  people from APC are 
moving back to PDP from 
this month and they are in 
thousands? 

“PDP is a good market that 
sells itself  and our candidates 
are all good markets who 
can win elections in the next 
few weeks, you will witness 
declaration of  PDP as win-
ners of  the general elections 
which will show you that we 
are strong and formidable. 

“They thought that we 
cannot come together. They 
didn’t know that that part of  
my manifestoes is to unite the 
party and the state because 
charity begins at home. 

“The first thing I have done 
is uniting the party and in 
will not get tired in uniting 
the party, I will never be tired 
in resolving all the disputes 
in the state as the Governor. 
Under my watch as the Gov-
ernor, Ebonyi will not wit-
ness any communal crisis”, 
he stated.

months he will enjoy it.” 
It emphasized that “La-

bour Party shall have their 
campaign rally in Delta State 
eventually, and the people; 
the long-suffering people of 
Delta who have determined 
to enthrone good govern-
ance, will troop out en masse 
to show solidarity to the in-
coming President of  Nigeria 
-Peter Obi,  and his team, to 
the eternal shame of  Okowa 
and his ragged team of  los-
ers.”

Police reveals how suspect died in Awkuzu Police custody

A
nambra State Police 
Command has given 
more revelation on 

what really transpired that led 
to the unfortunate demise of  a 
suspect in police custody at the 
State Criminal Investigation 
Department, Annex Awkuzu.

Recall that reports started 
trending on the media, alleging 
that one of  the three suspects, 
who were recently arrested and 
handed over to the State Com-
mand by the local vigilante op-
eratives, died in the police net.

Some versions of  the re-

ports also allege that the sus-
pect slumped and died after he 
was billed to pay the sum of  
N150,000 to the police, for him 
to be released on bail.

However, clearing the air on 
the issue, the Spokesperson of  
the Anambra State Police Com-
mand, DSP Ikenga Tochuk-
wu, in a statement issued to 
newsmen Monday, debunked 
the claim that the suspect died 
shortly after he was charged 
N150,000 by the police.

His statement reads, “The 
suspects were arrested on 

23/12/2022 by the vigilan-
te operatives Awka and were 
handed over to Police at State 
CID, Annex, Awkuzu for fur-
ther investigation.

“It is a case of  armed robbery 
and not a case of  two fighting 
as alleged. The complaint 
positively identified the three 
suspects. There were marks of  
violence and serious wounds 
on the body of  the complaint 
as a result of  the attack by the 
suspects. The suspect’s state-
ments were taken and they all 
confessed to the crime.”
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Editorial

hile appreciate the fact that 

WElection Security is vital to 
democratic consolidation 

t h r o u g h  p r ov i s i o n  o f  e n a b l i n g 
environment for the conduct of free, 
fair, credible and inclusive elections and 
thus strengthening the electoral 
process.

 The 2023 general election which is 
about 45 days away is seriously being 
threatened by waves of insecurity in 
many parts of  Nigeria which the 
Independent National  Electoral 
Commission (INEC) warned may call 
for its cancellation.

The warning came on Monday at the 
Validation of  Election Security 
T r a i n i n g  R e s o u r c e s  b y  I N E C 
Chairman, Prof. Mahmood Yakubu, 
represented by the Chairman Board of 
Electoral  Institute (BEI),  Prof. 
Abdullahi Abdu Zuru.

T h o u g h ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Commission, in preparations for the 
2023 General elections, the body is not 
leaving anything to chance in ensuring 
that intensive and extensive security are 
provided for election personnel, 
materials and processes.

This he said is expedient and 
instructive for the commission given the 
current insecurity challenges in various 
parts the country and the fact that the 
National Youth Service Corps (NYSC) 
members constitute the core of the 
Polling Unit Election officials.

“Moreover, if the insecurity is not 
monitored and dealt with decisively, it 
could ultimately culminate in the 
cancellation and/or postponement of 
elections in sufficient constituencies to 
hinder declaration of elections results 
and precipitate constitutional crisis. 
This must not be allowed to happen and 
shall not be allowed to happen.

“Therefore, security personnel in 
particular and all election officials in 
general must be security conscious and 
alert to unusual activities in their 
environment and must be fully equipped 
to deal with any challenge at all times,” 
Yakubu said.

In the light of that possibility he 
said, the National Security Adviser 
(NSA), Gen. Mohammed Babagana 
Monguno (retd), and the Chairman, 
INEC have jointly assured the nation 
that conducive environment will be 
provided for successful conduct of the 

2023 general election.
He also said that there is a new 

Electoral Legal Framework that will 
guide the 2023 election as a result of the 
enactment of the Electoral Act 2022 
which prompted the review of the 
INEC Regulations and Guidelines for 
Conduct of Elections 2022.

He said, “In particular, Sections 
47(2), 60(1, 2 & 5), 62(1), 64(4a & 4b) 
and 64(5) of the Electoral Act 2022, 
which confers INEC with the power to 
use any technological device to transmit 
o r  t r a n s f e r  e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t s 
electronically are instructive in this 
regard.

“Emboldened  by  these  l ega l 
p r o t e c t i o n s,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n 
introduced new innovative technologies 
and procedures and made commitments 
to  the  Niger ia  Peop le  tha t  ( a ) 
Continuous Verification, Accreditation 
and Voting will be conducted at the 
Polling Units using the Bimodal 
Verification and Accreditation System 
(BVAS) and (b) Real-Time Polling Unit-
level results will be uploaded on to the 
INEC Results Viewing (IReV) Portal 
using the same BVAS.

“These commitments  require 
innovative security strategies and 
deployments for protection of voters, 
e l e c t i o n  p e r s o n n e l ,  m a t e r i a l s, 
equipment, the electoral processes as 
wel l  as  the  genera l  publ ic  and 
infrastructure.

“These innovative systems and 
processes minimize human errors and 
delays in results collation and improves 
the accuracy, transparency, and 
credibility of  the results collation 
process thereby ensuring credibility of 
the process, they were tested during the 
Ekiti and Osun Governorship elections, 
held on June 18, 2022 and July 16, 2022, 
respectively.

“The Hon. Chairman INEC has 
severally assured the nation that the 
BVAS and IReV will be deployed during 
the 2023 General Elections.”

The INEC boss added that reports on 
the conduct of  security operatives 
during the elections conducted by the 
commission specifically stand-alone 
governorship elections in Ekiti and 
Osun states have shown progressive and 
commendable improvement in their 
disposition to electoral training and 
professionalism on election duties

Wednesday 11 - Thursday 12 January, 2023 

2023 
General Elections and
Dangers of Insecurity



News Echo                               Page 5

Opinion

n his self-appointed role Ias the conscience and 
guardian of  Nigeria, 

former President Olusegun 
Obasanjo has always inserted 
himself  into the electoral 
process, in order to influence 
its outcome.

But in doing so in the lead-
up to the 2023 General 
Election, Obasanjo may've 
got more than he bargained 
for, especially as he'd side-
punched the presidential 
c a n d i d a t e  o f  t h e  A l l 
Progressives Congress, Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu.

Rather than garlands for 
the January 1 (New Year Day) 
gesture to Obi, Obasanjo's 
r e c e ive d  c r i t i c i s m  a n d 
condemnation for penning a 
letter, highlighting the ills of  
the society and the way out of  
the woods.

The Obasanjo choice 
mimicks a similar Christmas 
Day “gift” to Obi by Benue 
Sta te  Gover nor  Samuel 
Ortom, who's also supported 
Obasanjo's endorsement of  
Obi and urged Nigerians to 
vote the Obi-Datti ticket on 
February 25.

The Obi adoption was 
long speculated, gleaned from 
O b a s a n j o ' s  s e v e r a l 
interactions with him lately, 
h i s  u t t e r a n c e s  a n d 
undisguised body anguage.

B u t  t h e  a c t u a l 
announcement of  his total 
b a c k i n g  f o r  O b i  wa s  a 
bombshell that's unreceptive 
in the Presidential Campaign 
Councils of  three other major 
political parties: the APC, 
Peoples Democratic Party 
and the Nigeria Nigeria's 
Peoples Party.

Needless to recount most 
of  what Obasanjo said in his 
v i r a l  a d o p t i o n  a n d 
recommendat ion of  the 
candidate of  the Labour 
Party, Peter Obi, and his 
running mate, Yusuf  Datti 
Baba-Ahmed, to vote for next 
month.

Obasanjo's specifics on 
electing a doer president is 
contained in the letter, “My 
appeal  to  a l l  Niger ians 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  y o u n g 
Niger ians,”  re leased  in 
Abeokuta, Ogun State.

In the letter, Obasanjo 
declares: “We (Nigerians) 
need selfless, courageous, 
honest, patriotic, in short, 
outstanding leadership with 
character and fear of  God 
beyond what we have had in 
recent past.

“None of  the contestants 

is a saint but when one 
compares their character, 
a n t e c e d e n t ,  t h e i r 
understanding, knowledge, 
discipline and vitality that 
they can bring to bear and the 
great efforts required to stay 
focused on the job particularly 
looking at where the country 
i s  t o d ay  a n d  w i t h  t h e 
experience on the job that I 
personally had, Peter Obi, as a 
mentee, has an edge.

To rub in the takedown of  
the other leading candidates – 
and perhaps portray Obi as a 
would-be puppet – Obasanjo 
said Obi's sponsors have a 
leash on him running from 
North to South of  Nigeria.

“One other important 
point to make about Peter Obi 
is that he is a needle with 
thread attached to it from 
North and South and he may 
not get lost. In other words, he 
has people who can pull his 
ears, if  and when necessary,” 
Obasanjo said.

Remarkably, Obasanjo's 
objective appears not limited 
to just brushing aside Obi's 
three main competitors: 
Tinubu of  the APC, former 
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  A t i k u 
Abubakar of  the PDP, and 
Rabiu Musa Kwankwaso of  
the NNPP.

His other consideration 
was to take aim at Tinubu, by 
guiding the youths to his June 
2 0 2 2  c o n t r o v e r s i a l 
declaration of  “Emi lo kan” 
(“It's my turn” in Yoruba).

It's on this score that 

Obasanjo charged young 
Nigerians to “come together 
and bring about a truly 
meaningful change in your 
lives.”

He warns: “If  you fail, you 
have no one to blame. Your 
present and future are in your 
hands to make or to mar. The 
future of  Nigeria is in the 
same manner in your hands 
and literally so.

“Get up, get together, get 
going and get us to where we 
should be. And you, the 
youth, it is your time and your 
turn. 'Eyin Lokan' (Your 
turn).”

Obasanjo's  deliberate 
attempts to suppress the 
a s p i r a t i o n  o f  o t h e r 
candidates, and advance Obi's 
has elicited scorn such that 
he's now the message, not the 
messenger.

In tackling Obasanjo, the 
APC's unsparing, partly in a 
veiled response to Obasanjo's 
jibe at Tinubu, for deploying 
“Emi lo kan” (It's my turn) 
during a primary campaign in 
Abeokuta, indicating it's his 
(Tinubu's) turn to be the APC 
c a n d i d a t e ,  w h i c h  h e 
eventually secured.

But alleged detractors 
have misconstrued this as 
Tinubu claiming he's entitled 
to the presidency of  Nigeria 
on account of  his reported 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e 
sustenance of  the nation's 
democracy, and birthing of  
the APC in 2013 and the 

M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i 
administration therefrom.

So, responding to Obi's 
adoption, Tinubu recalled 
Obasanjo's public image that 
robs him of  democratic 
credentials, or electoral value 
in the past and in the 2023 poll 
cycle.

T i n u b u ,  v i a  B a y o 
Onanuga, director, media and 
publicity of  APC's PCC, 
d e s c r i b e d  O b a s a n j o ' s 
approval of  the Obi-Datti 
ticket as “worthless.”

“We make bold to say that 
our party and candidate, 
Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu, 
wil l  not lose sleep over 
O b a s a n j o ' s  m o v e ,  a s 
O b a s a n j o  i s …  a l w a y s 
opposing progressive political 
forces, as he did against MKO 
Abiola in 1993,” Mr Onanuga 
said in a statement.

“The endorsement  is 
actually worthless because the 
former President does not 
possess any political goodwill 
or leverage anywhere in 
Nigeria to make anyone win a 
presidential election. He is a 
political paperweight.”

Onanuga noted that from 
their records, Obasanjo hasn't 
successfully made anyone win 
election in Nigeria since then, 
stressing that, “not even in 
Ogun State can anyone rely 
o n  h i s  s u p p o r t  o r 
endorsement to become a 
governor or councillor.”

“Chief  Obasanjo similarly 
e n d o r s e d  A l h a j i  A t i k u 
A b u b a k a r ,  P e o p l e s 

Democratic Party candidate 
in 2019 against President 
Muhammadu Buhari. Atiku 
was walloped by Buhari with 
a wide margin in the election.

“ C h i e f  O b a s a n j o ' s 
endorsement is not a political 
currency Mr. Peter Obi can 
spend anywhere in Nigeria 
because he is not a political 
force, even in his part of  the 
country.

“We pity Peter Gregory 
Obi as we are confident that 
Chief  Obasanjo can not win 
his polling unit and ward in 
Abeokuta for Obi in the 
coming presidential election 
on 25 February, 2023.”

O n a n u g a  d i s m i s s e d 
Obasanjo as a democrat, 
referencing the heavily flawed 
2003 and 2007 polls held on 
Obasanjo's watch.

“We recall that in 2003 
and 2007 General election 
w h e n  h e  wa s  a  s i t t i n g 
President, Obasanjo used all 
the coercive instruments of  
State  at  his  disposal  to 
railroad people into elective 
offices against the will of  
Nigerians as expressed at the 
polls, Onanuga said.

“In 2007, he declared the 
polls a do or die affair after he 
failed in his bid to amend our 
constitution to have a third 
term,” he added.

T i n u b u ' s  t a k e n  t h e 
Obasanjo gauntlet a notch 
higher by making his decades-
long political fights with him 
as part of  the rhetorics to fire 
up rallies on the homestretch.
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2023 Countdown (2): Obasanjo turns Tinubu into frenzy
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From Left: Anambra Police Commissioner, CP Echeng Echeng with some of the bene�ciaries at the police command Amawbia, 
Anambra.

Nigeria’s money safer with a ‘stingy man 
than a thief’, Obi declares 

T
he Labour Party Pres-
idential train arrived 
Delta state on Mon-

day with the Presidential 
candidate, Peter Obi declar-
ing that Nigeria’s money is 
safer in the hands of  a stin-
gy man who will save and 
invest it for the future than 
a thief  who will steal and 
share among family and 
friends.

Addressing a mammoth 
crowd of  organic supporters 
in Asaba, Obi said “I know 
you heard when they said 
Peter is stingy. I agree, Ni-
geria does not want people 
who will steal their money 
again. We want to use our 
money for our people”

Obi told the people that 
“This election is about char-
acter and people we can 
trust. Everybody knows the 
schools i attended. When I 
was the governor in Anam-
bra everybody knows what 
I did, all the works I did. 
When I left Government, 
everybody knows where I 
live , go and verify”

The former Anambra state 
Governor told the cheering 
crowd that time has come 
to retire the old order and 
take back Nigeria for the 

future “If  you put my age 
and Datti (my Vice) age and 
divide it into two, we are in 
our fifties. The other people 
if  you put their own they are 
in their seventies. You know 
that there is a retirement age. 
PDP chairman is 70 years, 
APC chairman is 70 years. 
Labour Party chairman is 52 
years old. So it is our turn. 
We will retire them, we will 
pay them compensation”

He reiterated his earlier 
promise that his Govern-
ment will be one for youths 
and women if  elected  not-
ing that it’s the reason “I told 
you our average age, not this 
other people we don’t know 
their age, we don’t know 
where they were born, we 
don’t know which school 
they attended”

Obi promised to reacti-
vate and make Warri Port 
to work again, complete the 
East -West road which they 
have been building for 24 
years.

The Vice Presidential Can-
didate Yusuf  Datti Baba-Ah-
mad who also addressed the 
crowd said “Do you know 
how to know who these 
losers are, they have made 
promises for 24 years, the 

other half  made promises 
for 16 years, the other made 
promises for 8 years, and 
they all failed”

“They cannot face Peter 
Obi and myself  and talk 
about security, they will hide 
behind and talk about struc-
ture. The structure that they 
used to destroy Nigeria and 
keep us where we are today”

The National Chairman 
of  the Labour Party, Com-
rade Julius Abure said that 
the country is in comatose 
state, in trouble and noth-

IGP welfare package: CP Echeng 
doles out N43m to 20 police 
deceased families 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
wenty families of  
deceased Police of-
ficers attached to the 

Anambra state Police Com-
mand have recieved cheque 
worth forty-three million, 
two hundred and eighty-nine 
thousand, four hundred and 
seventy-one naira, seventeen 
kobo to twenty  from the An-
ambra State Commissioner 
of  Police, CP Echeng Ech-
eng. 

News Echo reports that 
the money were part of  the 
Inspector General of  police 
welfare family packages for 
those who lost their loved 
ones on the course of  service 
to the country. 

Confirming, in a statement 
made avaliable  by the Police 
Public Relations Officer of  
the command, DSP Ikenga 
Tochukwu on Tuesday dis-
closed that “The Commis-
sioner of  Police, Anambra 
State Command, CP Echeng 
Echeng, today 10/1/2023 on 
behalf  of  the Inspector-Gen-

eral of  Police, IGP Usman 
Baba Alkali, psc (+), NPM, 
NEAPS, fdc, CFR, present-
ed cheques worth forty-three 
million, two hundred and 
eighty-nine thousand, four 
hundred and seventy-one na-
ira, seventeen kobo to twenty 
(20) families of  deceased Po-
lice officers attached to the 
Command”.

The gesture is an initiative 
of  the Inspector-General of  
Police ” IGP family welfare 
insurance scheme” aimed at 
giving succor to the family of  
Police officers who died in ac-
tive service. Also, the gesture 
is aimed at spurring officers’ 
to greatness while discharg-
ing their statutory duties with 
the assurance that, their wel-
fare is of  paramount impor-
tance to the Administration 
of  the Force.

“The CP, while presenting 
the cheques to the benefi-
ciaries, thanked the Inspec-
tor-General of  Police for 
his relentless efforts towards 
ensuring a good welfare 
package for personnel of  the 
Force.”

CBN cash withdrawal limit adherence
began Monday Jan. 9 

T
he Central Bank of  Ni-
geria’s policy regarding 
daily cash withdrawal 

limits daily kicked off  nation-
wide Monday, January 9.

This arrangement stipulates 
that maximum weekly limits 
for cash withdrawals across 
all channels by individuals 
and corporate organisations 
are N500,000 and N5 mil-
lion, respectively. Individuals 
or organisations that have a 
necessity to withdraw above 
the approved limits for legiti-
mate businesses would be re-
quired to pay a processing fee 
of  three per cent and five per 
cent respectively.

The financial institutions 
are also expected to collect 

the following information 
from the customer, at the 
minimum, and upload same 
to the CBN portal created for 
such purpose: Valid means 
of  identification of  the payee 
(National ID, International 
Passport, or Driver’s License); 
Bank Verification Number of  
the payee; Tax Identification 
Number of  both the payee 
and the payer; Approval in 
writing by the Managing 
Director/Chief  Executive 
Officer of  the financial insti-
tution authorising the with-
drawal.

Also, banks were instructed 
by the Apex bank not to pay 
customers making over-the-
counter withdrawals of  new 

naira notes again.
Instead, the banks were re-

quired to load their Automat-
ed Teller Machines (ATMs) 
with only new notes to make 
sure that the currency circu-
lates across the nation ahead 
of  the January 31, 2023 dead-
line when the old notes will 
no longer be legal tender.

CBN directed banks on 
Wednesday to commence ex-
ecution of  the policy immedi-
ately.

However, as at Friday, 
banks continued to load their 
cash machines with old naira 
notes as they complain about 
inadequate supply of  new na-
ira notes.

In a related development, 
the Central Bank of  Nigeria 
(CBN) has reiterated that the 
deadline for exchange of  the 
old Naira notes for new ones 
remains January 31, 2023.

In its official twitter han-
dle @cenbank, on Friday, 
the apex bank wrote, “The 
current series of  N200, N500 
and N1, 000 notes remain le-
gal tender until the deadline 
of  January 31, 2023.”

This means that there is 

no official position yet by 
the CBN to shift its earlier 
deadline, and a pointer to a 
resolve to phase out the old 
naira notes of  200, 500, and 
1,000 denominations over 
the next few days.

Last October, the CBN 
had announced that the old 
Naira notes would cease to 
circulate, and be legal tender 
from January 31, 2023 after 
detailing a number of  rea-
sons for the action.

ing is working. “This is the 
only opportunity we have to 
change the narrative of  this 
country.”

“It is not because Peter 
Obi is running in Labour 
Party, if  I was in PDP and 
Peter Obi is running in La-
bour Party, I would have 
supported him. I am saying 
so because he has what it 
takes to change the country.

Obi’s campaign train 
leaves Delta State for his 
home State of  Anambra on 
Tuesday.

Gov Uzodimma gives assurance of
partnership with investigative panel on 
oil theft 

I
n a bid to curb the oil 
theft menace in the State 
and save the collective 

wealth of  Ndi Imo, the Imo 
State Governor, Distin-
guished Senator Hope Uzo-
dimma has given assurance 
of  partnership with the Fed-
eral Government’s Special 
Investigative Panel on oil 
theft and losses in Nigeria. 

Governor Uzodimma 
made this known while 
playing host to the 11-mem-

ber Special Investigative 
Panel on oil theft and losses 
in Nigeria also known as the 
Gentlemen Soldiers in the 
New Executive Chamber, 
Owerri. 

While commending the 
Federal Government for 
their wisdom, the Governor 
stated that the 2-factor chal-
lenge which are the Internal 
and External securities have 
been compromised and ad-
vised to look into them.

… Old Naira notes: No extension, January 31
deadline stands - CBN

Court sacks Araraume as Labour 
Party candidate
 A 

Federal High Court 
sitting in Abuja, pre-
sided over by has on 

Monday, 9th January, 2023 
sacked Barr Ifeanyi Ara-
rume (Jnr) as the Labour 
Party senatorial Candidate 
for Imo North in the 2023 
general elections. Delivering 
the judgment, Justice F.M 
Aminu in Suit number FHC/
ABJ/1128/2022, affirmed 
Dr Nwachukwu Okorondu 
as authentic labour party 

candidate for okigwe zone for 
the Saturday February 25th , 
2023 election. 

The Court in it’s land-
mark judgment, described 
the Purported Substitution 
of  Dr Nwachukwu Oko-
rondu as null and void, ultra 
vires, inconsequential and of  
no effect. The court further 
ordered the independent na-
tional electoral commission 
(INEC) to immediately re-
store Dr. Okorondu on the 
ballot



S’East governors embezzled over N5.7trn 
LGA allocation - Ohanaeze Youth 
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T
he Central Bank of  Ni-
geria (CBN) on Friday 
ordered Deposit Mon-

ey Banks to load the new na-
ira notes on their Automated 
Teller Machines (ATM) with 
immediate effect.

This follows a lot of  com-
plaints and dissatisfaction 
expressed by Nigerians who 
have not been able to access 
the redesigned notes since it 
was rolled out on December 
15, 2022.

After receiving a letter from 

their head office, some banks 
immediately stopped over the 
counter disbursement of  the 
new naira notes.

One of  the customers who 
had already filled out her 
withdrawal paper, expecting 
to receive payment, was sur-
prised to hear that her bank 
branch at Apapa can no 
longer pay with the new naira 
over the counter.

Worse still was the fact that 
the customer could not with-
draw the new naira from the 

ATM at the time because the 
paying machine was already 
loaded with old notes.

“Stop paying with new na-
ira, there is a letter from the 
head of  operation that we 
should load the ATM with 
new and old notes. The order 
is from the CBN and it says 
effective immediately,” a tier 
two bank branch manager 
told one of  the cashiers.

The manager said there was 
not enough new naira as the 
branch received N10 million 

pack and has since then been 
rationing it among customers. 
She told the customer that the 
ATMs will start dispensing 
the new note on Monday.

A visit to some bank 
branches on Friday revealed 
that lenders were still paying 
heavily with old naira notes, 
25 days to the deadline for the 
return of  old banknotes.

“We do not have the new 
notes. You can check next 
week,” one of  the cashiers in 
a bank hall at Iganmu, Lagos 

O
haneze Youth 
through their Nation-
al leader, Igboayaka 

O. Igboayaka has alleged that 
public funds used for sexual 
escapades with foreign girls 
by government officials must 
be accounted for otherwise 
threatens jungle justice and 
mob action.

Apex Socio-cultural youth 
organization of  Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo Worldwide Ohanaeze 
Youth Council, has urged the 
past and South-East Gover-
nors, Senators, federal House 
of  Representatives present, to 
begin to prepare to account to 
Ndigbo what they did with 
their position while serving in 
various political positions.

Among others accused of  
misappropriation of  public’s 
funds were former ministers, 
Commissioners and Direc-
tors of  Agencies.

Speaking to press men in 
Owerri, the Council’s nation-
al President, Comrd. Igboay-
aka O. Igboayaka called on 
Igbo politicians who have, at 

Governor Okezie Ikpeazu congratulating Ms Ufomba Christiana Onyinyechi who made first class degree at Abia 
State University, Uturu, and Nigeria Law School at Aba Lodge on Monday, 9th January 2023

said.
Ayodeji Ebo, managing 

director/CBO, Optimus by 
Afrinvest, explained that the 
delay may be due to logistics 
as it takes a longer time for full 
replacement to happen.

“I am sure the CBN will 
assess the situation at the end 
of  this month and determine 
if  to shift the cut-off  date,” he 
said.

However, the CBN said 
there will be no timeline ex-
tension. “So customers are 
advised to ensure they de-
posit all the N200, N500 and 
N1,000 banknotes in their 
possession before the dead-
line of  January 31, 2023.”

Investigation further 
showed that there is slow pace 
in the return of  old notes into 
the banking system by cus-
tomers, as the deadline draws 
close. In addition, many of  
the bank branches do not op-
erate on Saturday to accept 
old notes deposits, as directed 
by the CBN.

However, between the end 
of  October 2022, when the na-
ira redesign was announced, 
and the end of  November, 
the same year, currency in cir-
culation has reduced by 3.95 
percent from N3.29 billion to 
N3.16 billion, data from the 
CBN indicated.

Also currency outside the 
banking sector declined by 
6.69 percent to N2.65 billion 
in November 2022 compared 
to N3.29 billion in October 
2022, when the naira redesign 
was announced, according to 
the data from the CBN.

some point, held public offic-
es in Igbo land to publish their 
achievements in both Local 
and national tabloid.

The Council threatened to 
lead a mob action against pol-
iticians who failed to comply 
with their mandate, as aggres-
sive Igbo nation, “whom they 
have eat their presents and 
future while serving in the 
public offices cannot contend 
with the impoverishment of  
their lands”, he maintained.

On the extant youth restive-
ness and insecurity in South-
East, the President Comr 
Igboayaka O Igboayaka 
blamed same on South-East 
Governors, Senators Federal 
Reps. members, State House 
of  Assembly members, Min-
isters and various Directors 
of  both federal and State par-
astatals, asserting that “their 
colossal failure in delivery 
good service to the people is 
the remote cause of  what’s 
happening in SouthEast.”

Futhermore, Igboayaka 
disclosed that “State and Lo-

The apex bank ordered the 
printing of  500 million piec-
es of  new naira notes in the 
first contract of  the redesign 
project, which rolled out on 
December 15, 2022, Aisha 
Ahmad, CBN, deputy gov-
ernor in charge of  financial 
system stability, told House 
of  Representatives hearing 
on implementation of  CBN 
cashless policy and the new 
withdrawal limits, on Decem-
ber 22, 2022.

The CBN on October 26, 
2022 announced that higher 
denominations of  the Naira 
including N200, N500 and 
N1,000 would be redesigned 
and introduced into the econ-
omy from December 15, 2022 
while commercial banks were 
directed to return existing de-
nominations to the CBN.

The new naira became a 
legal tender on December 15, 
2022, after it was unveiled by 
President Muhammadu Bu-
hari on November 23, this 
year.

Further to the launch of  the 
redesigned naira notes, the 
CBN reviewed the cash with-
drawal limit for individuals 
to N500,000 from N100,000 
and that of  corporate organ-
isations to N5 million from 
N3 million.

The CBN also ordered 
banks to load only N200 
notes and lower denomina-
tions into their ATMs. But 
a visit to some of  the banks’ 
ATMs showed that the lend-
ers are yet to configure their 
ATM machines to dispense 
lower denominations.

cal Government allocations 
including 13% oil derivation 
are coming regularly and as 
at when due, but South-East 
past and present Governors 
are common criminals that 
have embezzled over 5.7 tril-
lion local government alloca-
tions.

Continuing, the embittered 
youth leader said; “Since 
1999 till date over 5.7 trillion 
has been sent to South-East 
by the federal government of  
Nigeria. I, therefore, urged all 
pro-biafra groups to question 
these “unrepentant, common 
criminals” and leave the fed-
eral government alone. We 
must as a matter of  fact, first 
of  all, utilize what the feder-
al government has given us, 
before confronting them with 
what they have not brought 
to us. We hold our criminal 
past and present Governors 
accountable first, then we can 
tackle federal government of  
Nigeria, over the ones they 
haven’t given us via political 
cum economic marginaliza-

tion.
“Our State and Local Gov-

ernment funds are embezzled 
by these criminal governors. 
They use them to satisfy their 
families, cronies and to gal-
livant. Those never do well 
governors only import foreign 
girls for sexual consumption 
which they while lavishing 
public’s funds on them.

“No state in Southeast has 
ever been denied federal allo-
cations by the federal govern-
ment of  Nigeria. Allocations 
come frequently, yet these 
government officials crimi-
nals have made it look like 
the problem of  Ndigbo are 
Fulani or the federal govern-
ment.

“State civil servants in 
South-East are living in ab-
ject poverty. Pensioners are 
dying in dozens in Imo, 
Abia, Enugu, Ebonyi and 
Anambra, unemployment is 
dealing with Igbo youths. All 
these social evils of  not pay-
ing workers are not incited by 
Federal Government.”

Nwawuba ‘ll do more if 
reelected - Legislative Aide
By Ikenna Orioha

A
s the 2023 elections 
come nearer, Comr. 
Chukwuemeka Isi-

dore, Legislative Assistant 
to the Member representing 
Mbaitoli/Ikeduru Federal 
Constituency, Rt. Hon. Hen-
ry Nwawuba, has appealed 
to the people to reelect him 
to the Seat to enable him do 
more for them.

Chukwuemeka gave the 
assurance of  more effective 
legislative services when 
he addressed the people 
of  Mbaike, during a book 
launch and award presenta-
tion, held at Graziella Hotel, 
Ogbaku, in Mbaitoli LGA of  
Imo State, last week.

He called on the people 
to as usual vote massively 
for the APGA candidate for 
Mbaike Federal Seat, saying 
as a 3rd Member he would be 
given Principal Position that 
would be of  their immense 
benefit.

According to the Legisla-
tive Aide, Nwawuba is fully 

prepared for the Mbaike Fed-
eral Seat “and the people are 
eagerly waiting for the elec-
tion to cast their votes once 
more for him. This is because 
he has done well in his First 
and Second Terms. When 
reelected he is going to make 
favorable human- oriented 
laws, as well as consolidate 
his good works of  unquanti-
fied achievements”.

He stressed that Nwawuba 
has sponsored good and peo-
ple oriented Laws, Bills and 
Motions at the Green Cham-
ber of  the National Assembly 
that strengthen good govern-
ance, offered financial assis-
tance to Mbaike sons and 
daughters who were killed 
and maimed during the End-
Sars Protest,  including the 
provision of  palliative to the 
people during the Covid-19 
Pandemic, saying such a pos-
itive move and humanitarian 
gesture had endeared him to 
small and mighty especially 
in Mbaike Federal Constitu-
ency.

…Orders banks to load ATMs with new Naira notes
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he LP Presidential Tcandidate Peter Obi 
on Sunday evening 

eulogised the virtues of  
Nigerian women who he 
said are more competent 
a n d  l e s s  i n c l i n e d  t o 
corruption than the menfolk

Obi spoke when him and 
his Vice Yusuf  Datti Baba-
Ahmad answered questions 
on Women, youths and the 
physically challenged as 
they promised to change the 
system positively.

The event was a special 
T o w n  H a l l  m e e t i n g 
organized by ChannelsTV 
and their partners in Abuja.

Obi recalled his time in 
A n a m b r a  s t a t e  w h e n 
w o m e n  o c c u p i e d  a l l 
strategic positions because 
h e  f o u n d  t h e m  m o r e 
competent and less corrupt 
while apologizing to the 
men for the frank remarks.

“A s  G o v e r n o r  o f  
Anambra State my chief  of  
s t a f f  w a s  a  w o m a n , 
Pe r m a n e n t  S e c r e t a r y 
G o v e r n m e n t  H o u s e , 
Woman, Commissioner for 
F i n a n c e  w o m a n , 
a c c o u n t a n t  G e n e r a l , 
woman, Commissioner for 
Yo u t h s  a n d  S p o r t s , 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r 
education, Commissioner 
for Local Governmemt, 
they took over

“I can say it, women are 
more productive in Nigeria 
than men, any day, any time. 
I worked with them while I 
was in the banking industry, 
w h e n  t h e y  b e l i eve  i n 
anything they go for it. 

“How I wish that men 
will do the same thing and 
they are less corrupt.”

However, he said he will 
not be winning election for 
women and Youths because 
he himself  is still struggling 
to win. “You can not be 
carrying another weight 
when you are already in 
difficulty.

“One thing I can assure 
you is that they will be part 
of  the government we are 
going to form. A critical part 
of  our government will be 
Youths and women. You 
can see it now, in all my 
trips, I go with youths, I go 
with women. I did that 
before, I brought young 
people in to government and 
women were in charge.

Obi and his running 
mate assured Nigerians that 
if  elected by February 25, 
2023, the country will see 
what they have never seen in 
leadership and governance 
delivery.

They said they truly 
d e s e r v e  t h e  v o t e s  o f  
Nigerians because of  the 
sincerity with which they 
i n t e n d  t o  a p p r o a c h 
governance to tackle various 
p r e s s i n g  c h a l l e n g e s , 
especially security.

Fielding questions from 
select audience drawn from 
various sectors, as well from 
members of  the public 
through the social media for 
two hours, Obi and his 
running mate clinically 
attended to all the critical 
issues at the well attended 

T o w n  H a l l  m e e t i n g 
anchored by TV Journalist, 
Seun Okinbaloye at the 
Nigeria Airforce Event 
Center in Abuja.

On security, Obi said 
that the recurring security 
challenges in the country is 
a cumulative effect of  long 
time leadership failure in the 
country that he and his Vice 
are in the race to correct.

T h e y  s a i d  t h a t  t h e 
insecurity in the land is the 
highest of  many wrongs in 
the country which they are 
aspiring to start turning 
a r o u n d ,  n o t i n g  t h a t , 
“interestingly, everybody 
wants a new Nigeria”

O n  h o w  t h e i r 
government intend to tackle 
the various agitations across 
the country including Boko 
Haram and the Indigenous 
Peoples of  Biafra, IPOB, 
Obi said they will negotiate 
with every one of  them 
including those already 
convicted, hear from them 
b e f o r e  a c t i n g  a s  o n e 
government in charge of  
affairs.

He explained that he will 
negotiate with the agitators 
because a lot of  them are 
products of  injustice and 
glaring marginalization 
which his regime tends to 
address.

Obi also addressed the 
issue of  how his Presidency 
plans to cope with an 
oppos i t ion par l iament 
which he said will not be a 
problem because everybody 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e 

parliamentarians desire 
good governance which will 
r e su l t  in  secur ing  the 
country.

“Nobody is safe. They 
are kidnapping everybody 
now including Senators and 
the governors are running 
halter skelter, it remains to 
kidnap the President” he 
said jokingly to drive home 
his point of  how widespread 
the security challenges have 
been.

On the vexed issue of  
power, Obi refused to agree 
with the questioner that the 
sector has been stubborn 
r a t h e r  h e  s a i d  t h o s e 
attending to it have been 
doing the wrong thing.

He said that if  elected 
him and Datti his Vice will 
declare war on power and 
achieve their desire because 
what is involved is no rocket 
science.

Obi also said that his 
administration does not 
intend to cancel contracts 
on power that are genuine.

The duo also addressed 
the issue of  subsidy removal 
a n d  d e s c r i b e d  i t  a s 
organized crime that must 
go immediately they enter 
office, saying that the claim 
of  petrol  consumption 
volume in the country has 
been inflated.

O n  h o w  t h e i r 
administration intend to 
t a c k l e  t h e  i s s u e  o f  
kidnapping that has become 
incessant and widespread, 
Obi said he intends to use 
the model he applied when 
h e  w a s  G o v e r n o r  o f  
Anambra state, involving 
the communities and setting 
up various policing system 
from community through to 
local Government, state and 
federal.

“When you involve the 
people including the royal 
fathers you achieve results 
in securing communities”

The former Anambra 
state Governor also fielded 
questions on climate change 
which he said he will follow 
all global protocols on 
climate change and where 
there is problem they sit 
down and discuss it.

O n  t h e  a b u s e  o f  
procurements in public 

service, particularly in the 
defense sector, they said that 
under their watch, there will 
b e  n o  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y 
procurement arrangement 
for any sector as they intend 
to plug the holes of  every 
fund in the system through a 
tight financial regime in all 
sectors.

The duo also described 
a s  u n a c c e p t a b l e  t h e 
recurring poor funding of  
critical sectors like Health 
a n d  E d u c a t i o n  a n d 
promised to drastically 
improve on it as they see 
education as investment not 
just social.

Obi noted that his Vice 
has made a success in 
Education owning two 
Universities, noting that his 
will not be operating while 
public universities are shut 
down.

I n  a n  a n s w e r  t o  a 
question on poor welfare 
p a c k a g e  o f  u n i f o r m 
operatives who die while 
serving the country, Obi 
promised that it would not 
happen under his watch, 
“leadership must show 
them compassion for the 
r i sk  they  take  for  the 
country”

Obi who said that he 
spent his last Christmas and 
New year festivities at IDP 
camps in Benue state and 
Abuja, lamented their poor 
conditions and declared 
that, “we cannot claim to be 
a country if  any Nigerian is 
in the camp rather than their 
homes.

The LP Vice Presidential 
c a n d i d a t e  s a i d  t h a t 
Nigerians will  feel the 
announcement effect of  
their victory because what 
will follow will be tsunami 
in the taking over of  the 
country for rebuilding.

The emotional side of  
the two hour town hall 
meeting was when the Vice 
President ia l  candidate 
broke down in tears while 
recalling the abuse on his 
family, particularly his 
father who died about 35 
years  ago,  because  he 
brought himself  out to 
serve. He had to excuse 
himself  out of  the studio for 
about 5 minutes.
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She stated that her 
daughter's alleged sexual 
e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  t h e 
d e f e n d a n t  d r ove  h e r 
(victim) into depression, 
which made her faint 
constantly.

She confirmed to the 
court that the survivor, who 
was her first daughter, was 
depressed from 2017 to 
2020. 

“ M y  d a u g h t e r  i s 
moody  whenever  she 
comes back from pastor's 
house, which is inside the 

church. 
“Pastor does not give 

me breathing space as he is 
always in my house. 

“My daughter always 
faints anytime she comes 
back from ministration and 
pastor always gives her holy 
water to drink. 

“This has affected my 
daughter as she always 
have suicidal  thought 
because I once received a 
call from her school that 
she wanted to buy an 
insecticide,” she said. 

court that the defendant 
raped her daughter from 
2017 to 2020 in the guise of  
taking her out for gospel 
ministration. 

Mcdouglas is standing 
t r i a l  o n  n i n e  c o u n t s 
bordering on defilement, 
rape and sexual assault by 
penetration, preferred 
against him by the Lagos 
State Government.

He pleaded not guilty 
to the charges. 

According to  her, 
when she confronted the 
defendant for defiling her 
daughter, he burst into 
tears and blamed it on the 
devil. 

She  sa id ,  “Pas tor 
Mcdouglas will come to my 

Ogochukwu's death, the 
husband allegedly fled and 
p l a n n e d  t o  b u r y  h e r 
without informing her 
relatives.

n Area Court in 

AJos on Tuesday 
s e n t e n c e d  3 6 -

year-old Paul Bitrus to 
t h r e e  m o n t h s 
imprisonment.

Magistrates Adam 
S a d i q  a n d  H ya c i n t h 
Dolnaan sentenced Bitrus 
for buying a stolen vehicle.

The businessman, 
however, got an option of  a 
N25,000 fine after he 
pleaded guilty.

T h e  c o u r t  a l s o 
ordered that the stolen 
vehicle be returned to the 
owner.

The Magistrates said 
the judgment would serve 

newsmen.
Iringe-Koko said the 

feat followed a tip off  
which  the  Command 
immediately acted upon 
and promptly raided the 
two locations housing the 
victims.

The statement read, 
“On Saturday January 7, 
2023, at about 1645hrs 
a c t i n g  o n  c r e d i b l e 
intelligence available to 
the Rivers State Police 
C o m m a n d ,  C 4 I 
I n t e l l i g e n c e  U n i t 
Operatives, raided two 
houses at Igwuruta and 
Omagwa communities 
respectively, where victims 
of  child trafficking were 
being kept.

“In the operation, the 
suspects were arrested by 

Umudioga Community in 
Ikwere Local Government 
Area, Favour Charles 'F' 
2 3 y r s  f r o m  A b a l e 
Community in Obingwa 
LGA of  Abia State.

“Joy Monday 'F' 21, 
from Bomu Community, 
G o k a n a  L o c a l 
Government Area, Rivers 
State, Chiagoro Nice 'F' 19 
y r s  f r o m  N d a s 
Community, Etche Local 
G o v e r n m e n t  A r e a , 
Blessing Francis 'F' 28yrs 
from Ngwa Community, 
I k o t - E k p e n e  L o c a l 
Government Area, Akwa 
I b o m  S t a t e ,  J o y 
Emmanuel 'F' 29yrs from 
Ikot Obiom Community 
i n  N s i t  I b i o m  L o c a l 
Gover nment  Area of  
A k w a  I b o m  S t a t e , 

phone. 
“The pastor, whom I 

trusted so much with my 
family and saw as my 
spiritual father, entered my 
house anytime I was not 
around to have sex with my 
daughter. 

“My daughter told me 
Pastor Mcdouglas would 
sneak into the house while I 
was not around, cover the 
curtains, cover her mouth 
and force himself  on her. 

“My daughter said 
when he sees that she wants 
to shout to attract our 
neighbours, pastor will 
bring out the fairly-used 
clothes that I sell and 
pretend to be selecting from 
it,” she added. 

While lamenting her 
death, a source close to the 
family, reportedly said, 
“This is ADA Awka by 
name Ogochukwu Anene 
from Umuokpu village 
Awka. She was the senior 
prefect of  Amenyi Girls' 
Secondary School 2000 set. 
P l e a s e ,  N d i  A w k a 
u m u n n e m  O l d  g i r l s 
Associat ion of  GSSA 
Ogochukwu needs justice.”

Anthonia Ojenagbon 
wrote, ”I have spoken to the 
village in Lagos and the 
lawyer representing her 
f a m i l y.  I t  a c t u a l l y 
happened exactly the way 
the story was narrated. 
Ogochukwu was beaten to 
death by her husband. She 
left behind five children.”

A k a t a  V i c t o r 
said,”May your beautiful 
s o u l  r e s t  i n  p e a c e 
Ogochukwu Anene. Just 
because of  bread, you pay 
with your life, and now 
your children will have to 
forge ahead without you. 
So sad.”

A
n Ikeja  Sexual 
O f f e n c e s  a n d 
D o m e s t i c 

Violence Court, Lagos 
State, on Monday, heard 
how a businesswoman's 17-
year-old daughter was 
allegedly defi led by a 
pastor, Chris Mcdouglas. 

T h e  w i t n e s s  s a i d 
Mcdouglas, a pastor at the 
Pe c u l i a r  G e n e r a t i o n 
Assembly Church, Lagos, 
allegedly had sex with the 
survivor at the back of  his 
church and in different 
hotels on several occasions. 

The victim's mother, 
who was led in evidence in 
chief  by the Director of  
Public Prosecutions, Dr 
Babajide Martins, told the 

A
n  E n u g u  m a n 
i d e n t i f i e d  a s 
N d u b i s i 

Uwadiegwu has allegedly 
killed his wife, Ogochukwu 
Enene, over a loaf  of  bread 
in Lagos State.

It was reported that the 
deceased's first son accused 
his father of  beating their 
mother to death with a 
mirror for asking him to 
buy bread for them after 
saying he had no money.

The 14-year-old son 
explained that his mother 
used her money to buy one 
loaf  of  bread for  the 
children, but Ndubuisi 
went into the kitchen and 
finished it.

W h e n  h e  w a s 
confronted for finishing the 
bread without keeping any 
for their children, Ndubisi 
allegedly beat her up with a 
mirror and his fists. She 
c o l l a p s e d  d u r i n g  t h e 
beating and died a few 
hours later.

F o l l o w i n g 

house and ask my daughter 
t o  f o l l o w  h i m  f o r 
ministration so as to use her 
talent as a chorister to bless 
others.

“Unknown to me, 
according to my daughter, 
when he takes her out for 
min i s t ra t ion ,  he  wi l l 
branch in a hotel and have 
sex with her. 

“When I confronted 
him with some leaders in 
the church, he said he was 
deceived by the devil and 
told me to forgive him.” 

The witness, who gave 
evidence before Justice 
Ramon Oshodi, said she 
recorded her conversation 
as well as the defendant's 
alleged confession on her 

Her death has sparked 
outrage, and many who 
knew her have taken to 
social media to demand 
justice for the deceased.

as a deterrent to those who 
indulge in such criminal 
acts.

Prosecution counsel, 
Insp Ibrahim Gokwat told 
the court that the case was 
reported on November 15, 
2022.

Onyekwere Churchill 
o f  H a l o ge n  S e c u r i t y 
Company, attached to 
Nasco Foods, made the 
complaint at Anglo-Jos 
Police station.

The prosecutor said 
the convict bought the 
vehicle for N18 million 
from Tardoo Tegbenda, 
who stole it.

T h e  o f f e n c e  i s 
punishable  under the 
provisions of  Section 302 
of  the Penal Code Law.

he Rivers State TPolice Command 
h a s  s a i d  i t s 

operatives smashed a child 
trafficking syndicate and 
arrested four suspects in 
Igwuruta and Omagwa, 
Obio/Akpor and Ikwerre 
local government areas of  
the state.

Also the police said 
ten girls, most of  whom 
are pregnant, including 
teenagers found in two of  
the locations raided were 
rescued.

T h e  C o m m a n d ' s 
Spokesperson,  Grace 
Iringe-Koko disclosed this 
in a statement issued in 
Port Harcourt on Tuesday 
and made available to 

the police operatives; 
Favour Bright, 30, from 
Umudioga Community in 
E m o h u a  L o c a l 
Gover nment  Area of  
Rivers State, and Peace 
Alikoi , 40, from Igwuruta 
Community in Ikwere 
Local Government Area, 
who is the leader of  the 
trafficking syndicate.”

“Two males, Noble 
Uzuchi, 17 and Chigozie 
Ogbonna, 29, allegedly 
hired by the syndicate to be 
having marathon sex with 
the girls and impregnating 
them were also arrested.

The statement further 
r e a d s ,  “ T h e  v i c t i m s 
rescued in the operation 
are ten, most of  them 
pregnant. They include; 
Gift Saviour 'F' 19 yrs from 

Precious Kalu 'F' 25 yrs 
from Umudioga Emohua 
Local Government Area, 
Rivers State.

“Others are: Cynthia 
E k e h  ' F '  2 7 y r s  f r o m 
Okpuala Community, 
Ngor  Okpua la  Loca l 
Government Area, Imo 
State, and Queen Amos 'F' 
2 8 y r s  f r o m  O w a s e 
Community in Kwande 
Local Government Area, 
Benue State.

“Chika Nwosa 'F' 
15yrs from Umudioga 
E m o h u a  L o c a l 
G o v e r n m e n t  A r e a ,  
Chigozie Ogbonna 'M' 
2 9 y r s  f r o m  A b a l e 
Community, Obingwa 
Local Government Area, 
Abia State and Noble 
Uzochi 'M' 17yrs from 
Omuobasa Community in 
O s i s i o m a  L o c a l 
Government Area, Abia 
State.”

I r i n g e - K o k o ,  a 
Superintendent of  Police, 
said investigations so far 
revealed that when the 
victims are delivered off  
their babies, the syndicate 
leader would keep the 
babies and pay the victim a 
sum of  N500,000.

The state police image 

maker further disclosed 
that some of  the babies 
previously delivered had 
been sold out.

She said, “All the 
victims confessed that they 
have been lured to the 
illicit sales of  children 
because of  the need to 
m e e t  s o m e  f i n a n c i a l 
challenges.

“A Honda Pilot Jeep 
with registration number, 
Lagos FST 607 AX, white 
was recovered from the 
syndicate leader.

“The case has been 
transferred to the State 
C r i m i n a l  a n d 
Investigation Department 
and effor ts  are being 
intensified to track and 
arrest the buyers of  the 
children already sold out.

“ T h e  c o m m a n d 
wishes to reaffirm its 
commitment to reducing 
crime and criminality in all 
i t s  f o r m s  t o  a  b a r e 
minimum.

“While painstaking 
effort is being deployed to 
ensure the above, members 
of  the public are urged to 
remain vigilant and report 
any suspicious activity to 
the police for prompt 
action.”
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Pastor raped my daughter for three years – Mother 

Man reportedly kills wife over bread in Lagos

Businessman sentenced to
prison for buying stolen
vehicle

Police bust child trafficking syndicate, rescue pregnant
girls 
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‘Stinginess’ better than corruption:
Peter Obi replies Tinubu
T

he presidential candi-
date of  Labour Party 
(LP), Peter Obi, on 

Sunday, expressed disdain 
over recent comments by 
his opponent in the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC), 
Bola Tinubu, mocking him 
as ‘Mr Stingy.’

Tinubu in a campaign 
speech on Saturday alleged 
that the former Anambra 
governor watched his peo-
ple suffer and saved the 
state’s funds rather than 
save the people.

But Obi dismissed the re-
marks, arguing that no one 
could fault him for refusing 
to steal public funds.

“It’s good that when my 
opponents talk. Let us talk 
about corruption. One of  
the things that are killing 
this country today is Cor-
ruption Perception Index, 
which is measured by how 
you manage public as-
sets, nepotism, how you 
share the land, how you 

manage your money, and 
everything.

“I’ve challenged every-
one to say, ‘Go and see 
whether there is anywhere 
a kobo of  Anambra State 
money is missing.’ Saving 
has now become an issue. 
When people have stolen 
all the money and impover-
ished the country and you 
are now questioning a man 
who left the money without 
anybody telling me to leave 
it and go,” he said.

He noted that between 
2000 and 2015, the global 
benchmark for measur-
ing development was the 
Millennium Development 
Goals, adding that he be-
came governor in 2006.

“We started implement-
ing it in 2008, so we were 
late by seven years. By the 
time it stopped in 2015, An-
ambra was number one. 

“I was number one in ed-
ucation – this is by UNDP, 
not by Nigeria o. By UNDP, 

I was number one in ed-
ucation – by Nigeria and 
WAEC.

 “I won the Bill Gates 
prize in health. This is again 
not Nigeria that marked it. 
I can go on. I had the best 

road network. In terms of  
fighting poverty, go and 
check – ask [former manag-
ing director of  The Bank of  
Industry] Evelyn Oputu – I 
was the first governor to go 
to the Bank of  Industry.

“[I said] ‘I want us to do 
something. I want to put in 
money here and you sup-
port my micro, and small 
businesses, which is what 
the governors are seeing 
today. I and Evelyn Opu-

tu started that. Go and ask 
Magnus Kpakol, who was 
in charge of  poverty allevia-
tion; I was number one.

 I’m calling names of  peo-
ple; I can go on and on,” he 
said.

News Echo      Wednesday 11 - Thursday 12  January, 2023                                  

INEC disowns ‘final list’, says final list was
published September 20, 2022

T
he Independent 
National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) 

has denied releasing anoth-
er “final list” of  candidates 
taking part in the 2023 gen-
eral election.

Several news mediums 
had reported that the elec-
toral umpire published an-
other list that contains the 
names of  some candidates 
excluded from a previous 
list published on the com-
mission’s website.

Disowning the fresh 
list on Monday, INEC’s 
spokesman, Festus Okoye, 
said “there cannot be a fi-
nal list of  candidates with 
just 46 days to the General 
Election.” He said, “The 
Commission wishes to 
state categorically that no 

new publication of  the fi-
nal list of  candidates was 
released as reported. The 
public should therefore dis-
countenance the story.

“For the record, the final 
list of  candidates for the 
2023 General Election was 
published at least 150 days 
before the day of  the elec-
tion in compliance with the 
provision of  Sec. 32(1) of  
the Electoral Act 2022. 

Accordingly, the final list 
for Presidential and Na-
tional Assembly elections 
was published on 20th Sep-
tember 2022 while that of  
Governorship and State 
Assembly elections was 
published two weeks later 
on 4th October 2022. 

These are clearly in-
dicated as item 8 on the 
Timetable and Schedule 
of  Activities for the 2023 
General Election released 
by the Commission on 26th 
February 2022.

“There cannot be a fi-
nal list of  candidates with 
just 46 days to the General 
Election except for names 
published as substitutions 
for candidates nominated 
earlier in compliance with 
Court Order.

Moreover, some of  the 
candidates that allegedly 

made the new “final” list 
are still in Court and the 
matter is therefore subju-
dice. Political parties, liti-
gants and the public should 
be guided accordingly.”

It was reported that 

INEC had published the 
names of  18 presidential 
and 4,223 National Assem-
bly candidates in the final 
list it published on Septem-
ber 20, 2022.

Clan Chief Prof.  Chimezie Kingsley KSC (Ebubemba Ikeduru) and his wife, Chief Lady Maureen Kingsley.

FG completes assessment of flood 
after effects in Anambra 

T
he Technical Working 
Group of  the Nation-
al Steering Commit-

tee on flooding has complet-
ed its assessment of  the after 
effects of  the recent flood 
disaster in Anambra state 
with Ogbaru Local Govern-
ment Area, describing the 
devastation witnessed in the 
area as terrible.

The group visited the 
major affected parts of  the 
council area including Na-
val Outpost, Onitsha where 
the fence and other struc-
tures were collapsed by the 
flood, the federal road link-
ing Onitsha and Ogbaru 
that was totally destroyed 
and the two major bridges 
on the road.

They also visited Ogbaru 
Local Government Head-
quarters at Atani where the 
entire fence, gate, and other 
structures were pulled down.

Speaking during the as-

sessment tour, the Deputy 
Governor of  Anambra State, 
Dr Onyekachukwu Ibezim 
commended the team for 
visiting the state expressing 
hope that they will produce 
a detailed report and that the 
federal government will in-
tervene immediately to save 
people in the areas from un-
told hardship.

Dr. Ibezim emphasized on 
the need for states and feder-
al government to join efforts 
to end issue of  flooding in 
Nigeria as the incident has 
caused the country much 
damage.

The Leader of  the team, 
Engineer Dilichukwu Etig-
bue while rating damages 
recorded in the state after the 
recent flood disaster in some 
parts of  the country high, 
promised that the team will 
submit the report as soon as 
possible to the presidency for 
immediate action.

I’m Nigerian, Biafra ended 52 
years ago - Peter Obi

T
he presidential can-
didate of  the Labour 
Party, Peter Obi, has 

said that his presidency 
would not support the reali-
sation of  Biafra, a prolonged 
call for secession in South-
East Nigeria.

In an interview with 
Brekete Family Show in 
the Federal Capital Territo-
ry, Abuja on Monday, Obi, 
when asked if  as president, 
he would push for Biafran 
Republic, said “I am a Nige-
rian.” The former governor 
of  Anambra State said that 
the “Biafra war ceased to ex-
ist about 52 years ago and it 
remains so. I am a Nigerian. 
I am contesting as a Nige-
rian.  “I’ve said that those 
who are agitating, be it those 
who are agitating in South-
West, South-East or in the 
North. There is agitation 
everywhere because of  the 
injustice, unfairness, mar-
ginalisation, poverty, call it 
any name. People are bound 
to agitate.”

Obi said that if  elected 

president, his only interest 
was in a new Nigeria for all, 
reiterating his promise to 
dialogue with all agitators 
across the country.

“I said I will consult and 
discuss with all of  them (ag-
itators). A new Nigeria is 
what I want to build and peo-
ple will be proud. That’s why 
I said, I will solve the prob-
lems of  the north, south-west. 
I want Nigerians to move 
around with their passports 
proud that they are Nigeri-
ans,” Obi said.

Nigeria’s South-East region 
has been rocked by insecuri-
ty as agitation for a breaka-
way Biafra Republic by the 
Nnamdi Kanu-led Indige-
nous People of  Biafra (IPOB) 
lingers. The kidnap and repa-
triation of  Kanu from Kenya 
to Nigeria by agents of  the 
Muhammadu Buhari regime, 
has sparked an upsurge of  
violent attacks on security 
agents and public facilities by 
gunmen, disrupting econom-
ic and commercial activities 
in the region.

Use your PVC as weapon to remove bad leaders - Alex Otti

T
he governorship candi-
date of  Labour Party 
(LP) in Abia State, Dr. 

Alex Otti, has advised resi-
dents of  the state yet to collect 
their permanent voter cards 
(PVCs) to ensure they do that 
in order to be eligible to vote in 
the forthcoming general elec-
tion. Otti said the PVCs are the 
only weapons the people of  
Abia need to change the “bad 
leadership” that has imposed 

itself  on the state and its people 
in the last 23 years.

The frontline governorship 
candidate spoke on Sunday as 
a special guest at the Annual 
Prayer Summit of  the Assem-
blies of  God Church, Aba 
District Headquarters, Clifford 
Road. 

 “Your PVC is a tool that you 
can use to elect the right can-
didate. You can say enough is 
enough using your PVC at the 

poll,” Otti told the congrega-
tion. The renowned economist 
and top banker, who attended 
the event in company of  his 
wife, Mrs. Priscilla Otti, and 
some other Labour Party can-
didates in the state, reminded 
the congregation that the 2023 
election was less than two 
months away and urged the 
parishioners to vote LP candi-
dates at both the federal and 
state levels.
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SPORTS
eventy-two days after 

Sbeating Germany to 
finish third at the U-

17 Women's World Cup in 
India, players and officials 
of  the Flamingos are yet to 
receive their allowances 
and match bonuses with 
some of  the players telling 
newsmen they virtually 
went begging for money to 

or tuguese  g rea t PCristiano Ronaldo 
has slumped to his 

lowest rating on football 
game FIFA in 16 years, 
following his move to 
Saudi Arabian football 
club Al-Nassr and the 

erie A giants, AC 

SMilan and Eredivisie 
club, PSV Eindhoven 

are among the clubs vying 
for the signature of  Nigeria 
midfielder, Fisayo Dele-
Bashiru.

Dele-Bashiru's future 
has been a subject of  
discussion for the past few 
months.

The 21-year-old has been 
in talks with League one 
club, Sheffield Wednesday 
for months now over a new 
contract but an agreement 
has not been reached.

According to the Star, 
the young midfielder is 
k e e n  t o  r e m a i n  w i t h 
Sheffield United for now 
but could consider his 
future at the end of  the 
season.

AC Milan and PSV, 
according to reports have a 
keen interest in the player, 
w h i l e  T u r k i s h  c l u b, 
Antalyaspor are among his 

rsenal manager, 

AMikel Arteta, has 
said their games 

against Manchester City in 
the FA Cup and Premier 
League will be “different” 
matches.

The Gunners travel to 
the Etihad at the end of  
January to face City in the 
fourth round of  the FA 
Cup.

Then in the middle of  
February, they welcome 
the champions in the 
league, in a clash that could 
influence the title race this 

ormer Super Eagles Fstriker, Odion Ighalo 
has tipped Al Hilal 

to win the 2023 FIFA Club 
World Cup, which runs 
from February 1-11 in 
Morocco.

A l  H i l a l  w e r e  t h e 
champions in the 2021-
2022 Saudi Pro League 
campaign and have been 
picked to compete with 
UCL winners Real Madrid, 

perform the impossible and 
win the event.

“Everything is possible 
in football. Nowadays you 
can't predict what's going to 
happen. If  you work hard 
and fight hard on the field 
o f  p l a y  y o u  c a n  d o 
anything. 

Look at Morocco at the 
World Cup, for instance. 
N o b o d y  g ave  t h e m  a 
chance. They got to the 
semi-finals and they almost 
got to the final. I believe Al 
Hilal can fight and get to the 
final and win it, because in 
football it's possible to do 
anything when you work 
h a r d  a n d  b e l i e v e  i n 
yourself.“

Ighalo also expressed 

F l a m e n g o  ( C o p a 
Liber tadores winners), 
S e a t t l e  S o u n d e r s 
(Concacaf), Auckland City 
( O c e a n i a ) ,  W y d a d 
Casablanca (Africa), and 
Al-Ahly (Africa) for the 
2023 FIFA Club World 
Cup. 

Ighalo who made his Al 
Hilal debut at the Club 
World Cup said  that his 
team has the potential to 

delight at his scoring form 
in the Saudi top flight.

“I'm happy. Strikers 
enjoy goals. Sometimes the 
goals don't come, but I work 
hard and give my best to 
contribute,” he said.

“It's a team effort. My 
target is to help the team 
win, to help the team keep 
progressing. Sometimes I 
score goals, sometimes I 
don't, but I'm happy as long 
as we're winning. As a 
striker though, you want to 
score goals to boost your 
confidence. I try to get a 
goal in every game I play. If  
not, I try to provide an 
assist. But ultimately, as 
long as my teams wins, I'm 
happy.”

a n c h e s t e r MUnited legend 
C r i s t i a n o 

Ronaldo will stay at the 
Four Seasons Hotel in 
Kingdom Tower, Riyadh, 
for a month.

T h e  P o r t u g a l 
international, who joined 
Saudi Arabian club side Al 
Nassr last month, will also 
pay a whopping £250,000 
for that period of  time.

The Portuguese and 
his family's suite takes up 
two f loors of  the 99-
storeyed hotel. The two 
f loors have 17 rooms, 
according to Daily Mail.

The hotel also has a 
spa and sauna for the 
supers tar  to  have  h is 
massage therapy and relax.

There is also a mall in 
the tower that boasts high-
profile brands like Louis 
Vuitton.

The Portugal captain's 
suite is not available on the 
hotel's website as it is 
exclusive, and the rooms 
offer the best view of  
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia's 
capital.

Ronaldo will also have 
multiple cuisines across the 
world available to him. 
Chinese, Japanese, Indian, 
and Middle-Eastern dishes 
are easily accessible at the 
Four Seasons Hotel.

He will not, however, 
exceed a month at the hotel 
as he and his family look 
for a permanent residence.

recent controversies with 
his national team and 
former club, Manchester 
United.

R o n a l d o  l e f t  t h e 
English Premier League 
side by mutual agreement 
after publicly slamming 

admirers.
Sheffield United once 

rejected a £1m offer for 
Dele- Bashiru in the past 
and it remains to be seen 
what the Owls would see as 
a suitable transfer fee in 
terms of  selling him.

season.
“It is what it is. That 

happens, and you have to 
play the same teams in 
different competitions, and 
I will try to prepare for the 
game to win it, obviously.

“That game [vs City in 
FA Cup] will  be very 
different to the game that is 
in the league, but we know 
each other really well.

“Every team knows 
each other really well and I 
don't think that will change 
too much,” Arteta said.

manager Erik ten Hag, 
who dropped him from his 
starting eleven.

Similar bust-ups on 
international duty saw the 
Portugal captain – who is 
also regarded as one of  the 
best attacking players of  all 
time – dropped during the 
FIFA World Cup, with his 
rep lacement  Goncalo 
Ramos scoring a hat-trick 
in the following match.

Ro n a l d o  r e c e n t ly 
signed for Al-Nassr, one of  
Saudi Arabia's largest 
clubs, with his contract 
reportedly including a 
period where he will act as 
an ambassador for the 
country's joint bid for the 

2030 FIFA World Cup 
with Egypt and Greece.

His new rating on 
FIFA 23 following an 
update is 88, with it last 
being lower than that on 
FIFA 07 when it was 87.

Prior to the update, the 
37-year-old was rated 90 
and has been consistently 
one of  the highest-rated 
players on the game over 
the past 15 years alongside 
Argentinian great Lionel 
Messi.

Ronaldo is reported to 
be earning an annual salary 
of  £160 million ($194 
million/€182 million), 
making him the highest-
paid footballer in history.

celebrate the Yuletide. 
Our correspondent 

learnt that while their 
camping allowances from 
February 6 to June 5, 2022, 
had been paid, the team's 
bonuses for qualifying 
m a t c h e s  t h e y  p l aye d 
against Congo, Egypt and 
Ethiopia were yet to be 
paid. 

T h e  W o r l d  C u p 
bonuses for the matches 
a g a i n s t  C h i l e ,  N e w 
Z e a l a n d ,  U. S. A ,  a n d 
Germany had also not 
been paid to officials and 
players of  the Flamingos. 

One of  the players, 
who spoke on condition of  
anonymity for fear of  being 
victimised, said she and her 

already losing hope. Some 
of  us are not as privileged 
as other kids and we had to 
beg for money to celebrate 
Christmas and New Year.” 

Another Flamingos 
player added, “Christmas 
was hell for me because I 
was broke. This is because 
a s ide  f rom the  camp 
bonuses that were paid to 
us, we are yet to receive 
other bonuses and it is 
discouraging.

“Football is everything 
I know and it's what I 
intend to use to take care of  
myself, but unfortunately 
we are still owed our match 
bonuses and other benefits 
from the qualifiers for the 
World Cup. I sent messages 
to relatives asking them to 
s e n d  m e  m o n e y  t o 
celebrate Christmas, but in 
reality, I should have been 
the one sending them 
money after playing at the 
World Cup. 

“We learned that some 
individuals have redeemed 
their financial pledges to 
the team but we are yet to 
receive them from the NFF. 

“President of  the NFF, 
Ibrahim Gusau and Alhaji 
Balele both promised us 
$10,000 each for winning 
the third-place match, 
while the founder of  Naija 
Ratels, Paul Edeh, also 
promised the team the sum 
of  N3.1m. We hope the 
Presidency will help us 
because some of  us are 
practically begging for 

teammates begged for 
m o n e y  t o  c e l e b r a t e 
Christmas and New Year.

“The NFF is yet to pay 
us our match bonuses and 
some other benefits and 
these are what we need to 
survive,” the player said

“Since we came back 
from India, we haven't 
heard anything and we are 

money.” 
Our correspondent 

also gathered that players 
of  the Falconets, who 
crashed out from the the 
quarter-final stage of  the  
2022 U-20 Women's World 
Cup in Costa Rica, were 
also yet to be paid. 

O n e  o f  t h e 
outstanding players in the 
squad told reportedly said 
“Since I returned from the 
World Cup in August I 
haven't visited my home 
state because nobody will 
believe a World Cup player 
can't even buy socks for her 
friends. 

“ We  p l aye d  e i g h t 
qualifiers to qualify for the 
World Cup and we were 
given just N50,000 each for 
qualification. At the World 
Cup proper, we were paid 
j u s t  $ 5 0 0  a s  c a m p 
allowance, while the NFF 
pledged to pay us our 
bonuses. As I speak with 
you, we haven't heard from 
them. I couldn't  send 
anything home to my 
family for the Christmas 
a n d  N e w  Y e a r 
celebrations. 

“After we slept on bare 
floor at the Istanbul airport 
in Turkey, we were given 
just N40,000 each for 
transportation by road to 
our various states amid the 
insecurity in the country. 
They couldn't even pay for 
our flights back home. And 
now they have refused to 
pay us our money.”
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sually, every New 

UYear comes with 
l o t s  o f  

expectations and hopes but 
e l e c t i o n  y e a r s  c o m e 
differently as it with a 
unique and peculiar wave 
o f  apprehens ion  tha t 
seemingly heightens the 
January fever occasioned 
b y  h u ge  ex p e n s e s  o f  
Christmas and New Year 
merriments.  

However, this year's 
election is distinct because 
the incumbent President 
Genera l  Muhammadu 
Buhar i  ( re td . ) ,  i s  not 
c o n t e s t i n g  a s  h e  i s 
constitutionally completing 
two terms of  eight years in 
office.

T h i s  n a t i o n  h a s 
c o n t i nu e d  t o  f a c e  a n 
e s c a l a t e d  m y r i a d  o f  
problems especially since 
the past seven and a half  
years, Buhari held swear as 
President. These challenges 
i n c l u d e  c o n t i nu o u s ly 
r educ ing  s tandard  o f  
education, rising level of  
unemployment, pervasive 
p o v e r t y ,  w i d e n i n g 
insecurity, food scarcity, 
rising inflation, division 
along tribal and religious 
l ines,  increas ing  debt 
p ro f i l e,  fue l  s ca rc i ty, 
excessive corruption and 
a b s o l u t e 
maladministration among 
others. 

The only hope for a 
positive change in the 
country is wrapped on the 
fact that there will be a 
general election expected to 
replace the frustrating and 
s u f f o c a t i n g  B u h a r i ' s 
administration on May 29, 
this year.   

Obviously, no other 
activity in this country 
c o n s u m e s  a s  m u c h 
resources and time than 
politicking elections. The 

period and process have a 
lot of  evil encapsulated in 
it; from financial, spiritual 
to physical trauma. 

Indeed, Nigerians pay 
so much for this aspect of  
democracy rituals. The one 
activity that makes time 
stand still in Africa is 
elections. Everything our 
politicians do by way of  
governance is either about 

Service and Security which 
adjudged by many as the 
worst hit, thus far. The 
stakes of  the 2023 election 
are high because the new 
president will immediately 
confront an exhausting 
array of  challenges, from 
mult iple  and complex 
s e c u r i t y  c r i s e s  t o  a 
disastrously mismanaged 
economy.

This year makes it 23 
years since Nigeria got on 
t h e  p a t h  o f  a n 
uninterrupted cycle of  civil 
rule yet Nigeria is filing far 
below her counterparts. It is 
most  painful  that  our 
politicians of  this age have 
turned the spirit, tenets and 
structure of  democracy to 
the highest opportunity for 
a masterful display of  
manipulations to outwit 
more decent players in the 
g a m e  o f  p o w e r ,  b u t 
B i m o d a l  V o t e r 
Accred i ta t ion  Sys tem 

preparing for the next 
election or undoing a 
previous election they have 
lost. Life itself  is made to 
stop just for the sake of  
elections.

Of  the 18 candidates 
contes t ing  to  become 
Nigeria's next president, 
just one is female. But she, 
like 13 others, does not have 
a  r e a l i s t i c  c h a n c e  o f  

( B VA S )  w h i c h  i s  a n 
electronic device designed 
to read Permanent Voter 
C a r d s  ( P V C s )  a n d 
authenticate voters, and the 
n e w l y  i n t r o d u c e d 
electronic transmission of  
results will certainly change 
the dynamics this time.

Frankly, Nigeria is in 
the dungeon of  turmoil, 
d i s o r d e r,  i n s e c u r i t y, 
ethnicity, and religious 
chauvinism because our 
l e a d e r s  h a v e  u s e d 
inordinate process to ride to 
power. These perverted 
interests have prevented the 
m o s t  c o m p e t e n t  a n d 
rational characters from 
attaining to power and 
t h e s e  h a v e  c a u s e d 
v u l n e r a b l e  N i ge r i a n s 
political, economic, and 
social mess. These ills have 
dragged the country far 
backward; Nigeria needs a 
leader that can rise above 
petty religious and tribal 
sentiments.

Electing the nation's 
leadership is up to Nigerian 
voters. It is also apt that 
serious attentions be given 
to other essential elections 
t a r g e t s  t h a t  w i l l  b e 
impactful to Nigerians at 
cer tain levels  such as 
representat ives  a t  the 
N a t i o n a l  A s s e m b l y 
comprising of  the Senate 
a n d  t h e  H o u s e  o f  
Re p r e s e n t a t ive s .  T h e 
Senate consists of  three 
senators from the states of  
Nigeria and one senator 
from the Federal Capital 
Territory of  Abuja. 

It is my prayer that 
Nigerians should drop their 
petty sentiments attitude 
and vote massively for a 
presidential candidate with 
c r e d i b l e  a n d  t r u s t e d 
antecedents, to redeem our 
country.

winning. Most analysts 
a g r e e  t h a t  o n ly  f o u r 
candidates – Bola Tinubu 
o f  t h e  r u l i n g  A l l 
Progressives Congress 
(APC); Atiku Abubakar of  
t h e  m a i n  o p p o s i t i o n 
People's Democratic Party 
(PDP); Peter Obi of  the 
Labour Party (LP); and 
Rabiu Musa Kwankwaso 
of  the New Nigeria People's 
Party (NNPP) – can win or 
shape the destination of  the 
presidency in February. 
They all know each other, 
and Nigeria politics, well.

O r d i n a r i l y,  m a n y 
Nigerians are of  the view 
that the next President may 
not be able to cope with the 
n a t i o n a l  c h a l l e n g e s 
considering the level of  
damages done on virtually 
all facets of  the nation's life; 
H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n , 
Pe t r o l e u m  Re s o u r c e, 
E c o n o m y,  B u s i n e s s , 
Aviation, Civil and Public 
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Businessman sentenced to
prison for buying stolen
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