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IPOB condemns deadly attack on former 
Imo Governor, Ikedi Ohakim
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News

Abia govt sets up task force, as fuel scarcity, 
high pump price continue
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia 

A
bia State government 
says it has noticed 
with dismay the sharp 

practices by petroleum mar-
keters in the state who now 
sell petroleum products above 
the government approved 
pump prices. 
The sharp practices, accord-
ing to the state government, 
are inflicting more hardship 
on Abian residents and those 
who came back for Chris and 
New Year celebrations. The 

government in a statement 
signed by Eze Nwanganga, 
the Commissioner for Petro-
leum, vowed to expose and 
prosecute any petroleum 
marketer caught in the act.
The statement read, “In view 
of  this, the state government 
directs all marketers to revert 
to the approved pump price 
immediately. 
A task force has been inaugu-
rated to checkmate defaulters.  
Failure to do this will attract 
severe consequences, please 
be guided accordingly.” 
Many fuel stations in Umua-

hia, the State capital have 
been without fuel for some 
days now, with long queues 
witnessed at few of  them 
that have the commodity. 
But despite the warnings by 
the Abia State government, 
some filling stations visited by 
News Echo in Umuahia like 
Hampet Filling station, Easy 
on Oil at Umuwaya road, 
Ngozi Oil and Corn Oil at Or-
pet junction still sold at N390 
and N370 respectively. Black 
market operators also sold at 
N390 or N420 per litre.

Court rejects removal of INEC chairman  

T
he Independent 
National Elector-
al Commission, 
INEC, Chairman, 

Prof. Mahmood Yakubu, 
was not removed from office 
on Wednesday despite allega-

tions that he did not properly 
disclose his assets as required 
by law, according to a court 
decision that was applauded 
by the Coalition of  United 
Political Parties, or CUPP.

The CUPP welcomed the 

judgment handed by Justice 
M. A. Hassan as a signifi-
cant New Year’s present from 
the judiciary to Nigerians 
and a triumph for credible, 
free, and fair elections in the 
nation through its spokes-

person, Chief  Ikenga Imo 
Ugochinyere.

Chief  Ugochinyere insisted 
that the judiciary has invali-
dated attempts by those who, 
in his opinion, are aware that 
they cannot win free and fair 
elections to sabotage the gen-
eral election in 2023.

He applauded the court for 
taking action to stop security 
forces from looking into the 
INEC chairman over a ficti-
tious claim that he failed to 
disclose all of  his assets.

 “I am happy that the ju-
diciary, over the months, has 
proven that it is the last hope 
of  the common man.

“Since that our intelligence 
discovery of  plans to compel 
INEC chairman to stop the 
use of  Bimodal Voter Ac-
creditation system in the 2023 
elections, these evil politicians 

…As CUPP, Ohanaeze react have not rested, they have 
been looking for non existing 
faults.

“First, it was the CBN Gov-
ernor; because of  the cash 
limit policy, and now, the 
INEC Chairman.

“The security agencies are 
a disappointment, at a time 
the masses need their protec-
tion and help the most, they 
are busy collecting bribes and 
serving the interest of  the 
evil politicians”, the CUPP 
Spokesperson added.

In a same vein, the Court 
has once again saved the 
Nigerian democracy from 
disintegration, according to 
Ochiagha Uche Nnadi, Pres-
ident of  the Ohanaeze Ndi 
Igbo Youth Movement.

He pondered what would 
have happened if  the head of  
the electoral commission had 

abruptly changed 50 days be-
fore a national election.

 “Many people who pose as 
leaders do not mean well for 
the country”, the Ohanaeze 
Ndi Igbo Youth Movement 
leader lamented.

For his part, Barr. Kenneth 
Udeze, National Chairman 
of  the Action Alliance, AA, 
praised the judge for making 
a brave and bold decision.

“Why would someone wait 
until a few days before a gen-
eral election to try to get the 
head of  INEC removed from 
office,? asked Udeze.

 “It would have thrown the 
entire country into political 
crisis as there would be allega-
tions and counter allegations 
in an already highly charged 
polity”, he added, even as he 
urged security agencies to re-
main apolitical.

Fr. Mbaka returns to Adoration Ministry, 8 months after suspension

A
fter being suspend-
ed for eight months, 
Rev. Fr. Ejike Mba-

ka, the priest and spiritual 
leader of  Adoration Ministry 
in Enugu, has returned from 
the monastery.

An internet video of  Mba-
ka being greeted by a throng 
at the Akanu Ibiam Interna-
tional Airport in Enugu.

Recall that on June 3, 2022, 
the Enugu Catholic Diocese 
shut down Mbaka’s Adora-
tion Ministry and forbade 
him from making political 
statements.

In order to keep an eye on 
the excesses in the ministry, 
the Church later reopened the 
ministry and converted it into 
a chaplaincy.

Later in October, Most Rev. 
Callistus Onaga, the Catholic 
Bishop of  Enugu Diocese, 
instructed Mbaka to travel to 
the monastery for additional 
revelations pertaining to his 
ministry. So, it was decided to 
name Rev Fr Anthony Ama-
di to take his place as the next 
chaplain of  the Adoration 
Ministry Chaplaincy.

T
he Indigenous People 
of  Biafra (IPOB) have 
denounced the alleged 

murder attempt on the life of  
Mr. Ikedi Ohakim, the for-
mer governor of  Imo State.

On Monday night, gun-
men ambushed Ohakim’s 
convoy near Oriagu in the 
state’s Ehime Mbano Local 
Government Area, murder-
ing four of  the police escorts 
that were with him.

In a statement released by 
its media and publicity secre-
tary, Emma Powerful, IPOB 
responded to the attack on 
Wednesday by alleging that 
political gladiators in the 
state were behind it.

The separatist group claims 
that the killers are driven to 
murder their political rivals in 
order to further their careers.

IPOB said, “Everybody 
must ask Hope Uzodinma 
what is happening in Imo 
state because he created the 
political assassination thugs 
thinking he can manipulate 
and blackmail the public 
against IPOB.

“He must tell us what he 
is trying to achieve with this 
level of  assassination across 
the state. Some people are 
murdered by criminals spon-
sored by his government’s 
security agents, and some are 
murdered by Ebubeagu, his 

security militia collaborating 
with Fulani terrorists wearing 
Nigeria soldiers’ uniforms.

According to the secession-
ist group, if  every Imo indi-
gene dies this way, “would he 
(Governor Uzodinma) live 
alone in the whole state and 
govern who?”

 “The attack on Chief  Ikedi 
Ohakim is uncalled for, and 
we must stand tall in pro-
tecting our people. Not every 
politician is wicked. Ohakim 
is one of  the peaceful people 
among the politicians in the 
Eastern region.

“IPOB totally condemns 
the recent attacks on former 
Governor Ohakim today be-
ing the 2nd day of  January 
2023. 

“We understand that the at-
tack was planned to achieve a 
political goal by the enemies 
of  Imo indigenes because 
they wanted to bring their op-
ponents in the state down and 
push them into submission. 
But we know that Imo indi-
genes are not weak and must 
declare this government as a 
killer of  its own people.

... As Ohanaeze backs Obasanjo’s 
endorsement of Peter Obi

T
he Labour Party’s Pe-
ter Obi has received 
praise from the top 

Igbo sociocultural organi-
zation, Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
Worldwide, for the former 
president Olusegun Obasan-
jo’s endorsement in the gen-
eral elections of  2023.

Remember that Obasan-
jo just endorsed Obi for 
president in the upcoming 
elections on the grounds of  
equality and fairness for Ni-
geria’s South East.

The former President’s 
support for Obi has sparked 
conflicting responses across 
the country, particularly from 
the opposition political par-
ties and their followers.

However, in response to 
Obasanjo’s choice, Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo said in a statement 
by its Secretary-General, 
Okechukwu Isiguzoro, said it 
was significant that Obasanjo 
chose to support Obi over his 
former Vice, Atiku Abubakar 
of  the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP).

In relation to their position 
that a Southerner should fol-

low President Muhammadu 
Buhari, the group praised 
Obasanjo for “fighting for 
equality and justice.”

“We have also said that 
Atiku’s ambition is not good 
for the unity of  Nigeria and 
his former boss’s decision has 
justified our stand. We advise 
him to step down and sup-
port a Southerner. There is 
no justification for Buhari to 
hand over power to another 
Fulani.”

The South-East murderers 
were also urged by Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo to lay down their 
weapons in the spirit of  the 
New Year.

The group said “It is no 
longer news that Ndigbo 
has lost billions of  Naira in 
the routine ghost Mondays, 
which is popularly known as 
Monday sit-at-home, in addi-
tion to wanton killings.

“The introduction of  vio-
lent agitation and the killing 
spree of  Fulani herdsmen 
are the twin lapses that Igbos 
must end in 2023.

“It is time to go after the 
criminals and their sponsors 
to end the insecurity challeng-
es in the South-East. We call 
on the Federal government to 
initiate plans for the arrest of  
Simon Ifeanyi Njoku Ekpa.”

Fr. Mbaka

2nd Niger Bridge: I had no altercation with 
Obasanjo, Obi of Onitsha counters Presidency

T
he Obi of  Onitsha, 
Igwe Nnaemeka 
Achebe, has said that 

he did not have any disagree-
ment with former President 
Olusegun Obasanjo over the 
Second Niger Bridge.

The monarch’s position 
was contained in a state-
ment issued on Tuesday by 
Chinyelugo Anionwu, chief  
of  staff  to the Onitsha tradi-
tional council.

In a statement on Monday, 
Garba Shehu, presidential 
spokesman, criticised Oba-
sanjo over the latter’s recent 
remarks criticising the Pres-
ident Muhammadu Buhari 
Administration.

Shehu had also said Oba-
sanjo deceived the South-East 
during the flag-off  for the con -
struction of  the Second Niger 
Bridge, adding that the Obi of  
Onitsha had some altercation 
with the former president.

“Obasanjo laid the sod for 
the bridge in his first term as 
elected President and work 
never started,”  Shehu had 
said.

“When he sought re-elec-
tion for his second term in of-
fice, he returned to the site to 

turn the sod for the bridge the 
second time. When the Obi 
of  Onitsha, forthright and 
scholarly, reminded him that 
he had done this in the past, 
Obasanjo told the foremost 
South-East traditional ruler 
that he was a liar, in the full 
presence of  the Chiefs and 
Oracles in his palace.”

However, in the statement 
on Tuesday, the Obi of  Onit-
sha said he wasn’t involved in 
any sod-turning ceremony for 
the bridge during Obasanjo’s 
first tenure.

“His Majesty, Nnaeme-
ka Achebe, Obi of  Onitsha, 
by his position as tradition-
al and natural ruler, should 
normally not engage publicly 
in high level discourse on af-
fairs of  State between two of  
our highly respected national 
leaders, President Muham-
madu Buhari, GCFR and 
former President Olusegun 
Obasanjo, GCFR,” the state-
ment reads.

“However, the Palace 
deems it absolutely necessary 
to ensure that public state-
ments relating to our mon-
arch are factually correct.

“Accordingly, the Palace 

would like to state categor-
ically that His Majesty was 
never involved in any sod 
turning ceremony for the sec-
ond River Niger Bridge dur-
ing the first tenure of  Presi-
dent Obasanjo as President 
of  the Federal Republic of  
Nigeria and, therefore, could 
not have engaged in any alter-
cation with the then President 
as stated in the above press re-
lease.

“The only involvement of  
His Majesty with President 
Obasanjo regarding the Sec-
ond River Niger Bridge was at 
the very tail end of  his second 
term as President during a 
low-keyed flag-off  of  the pro-
ject when His Majesty prayed 
that the succeeding adminis-
tration would construct the 
bridge expeditiously.

“Onitsha people will con-
tinue to express their utmost 
gratitude to President Bu-
hari and his Government for 
successfully constructing the 
magnificent bridge.”

The current Obi of  Onitsha 
celebrated his 20-year reign in 
October 2022, while Obasan-
jo served two terms as presi-
dent, from 1999 to 2007.



News

Catholic Bishop rejects state honour
from Gov Umahi, lists demands
G

overnor David Uma-
hi’s candidacy for 
the first state honors 

award in 2022 as Command-
er, Ebonyi Hall of  Fame, was 
denied by the Catholic Bish-
op of  the Abakaliki Diocese, 
Most Rev. Peter Chukwu 
(CEHF).

Chukwu was consecrated 
and installed as the Catholic 
Bishop of  Abakaliki on Au-
gust 6, 2022, replacing Most 
Rev. Michael Okoro, who 
retired as bishop due to age 
and was replaced as bishop 
by Chukwu on July 6, 2021, 
by Pope Francis.

Nwachukwu, who per-
sonally signed the letter to 
Governor Umahi rejecting 
the honor, encouraged the 
governor to give the honor 

to his predecessor, Most Rev. 
Michael Nnachi Okoro, in 
recognition of  his lengthy 
and honorable service to God 
and humanity.

He advised Governor 
Umahi that instead of  giving 
him an award, “I would pre-
fer you set in motion, actions 
that would facilitate the ter-
mination of  murder and sun-
dry charges against my priest, 
Rev. Fr. Timothy Ngwuta.”

The letter sighted by News-
men on Wednesday evening, 
and addressed to Governor 
David Nweze Umahi, was 
titled: “RE: Notification of  
your selection for the Maiden 
State of  Honours AWARD 
2022 as Commander, Ebonyi 
Hall of  Fame (CEHF).”

It reads in part: “Compli
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ments of  the season and may 
the grace and peace of  our 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
now and forever. Amen.

 “I write to acknowledge 
the receipt of  your letter no-
tifying me that I have been 
selected for the Maiden State 
of  Honours Award 2022 as 
Commander, Ebonyi Hall of  
FAME. I am pleasantly sur-
prised that I was selected for 
such a prestigious honour by 
your government.

 “I wish to sincerely thank 
you for your thoughtful con-
sideration in selecting me for 
the Maiden State of  Honours 
Award. I am grateful to you 
and your government for 
deeming me fit for the award.

“Your Excellency, I wish 
to respectfully decline this 

award. I am barely one year 
in office. I am still struggling 
to fit into the high demands 
of  the ecclesiastical office of  
the Bishop.

 “So, I feel that I have not 
achieved much as to deserve 
an award. If  I may suggest, 
I would rather wish that this 
award be bestowed on my 
predecessor, Most Rev. Mi-
chael Nnachi Okoro, for his 
long and meritorious service 
to God and humanity. Rath-
er than give me an award, 
I would prefer you set in 
motion, actions that would 
facilitate the termination of  
murder and sundry charges 
against my priest, Rev. Fr. 
Timothy Ngwuta.”

“Accept, Your Excellency, 
the assurances of  my highest 

Obasanjo’s Peter Obi endorsement:
I’m worried for PDP - Wike

T
he endorsement of  Pe-
ter Obi of  the Labour 
Party for the 2023 pres-

idential election by the late 
President Olusegun Obasan-
jo, according to Rivers State 
Governor Nyesom Wike, 
raises concerns for the PDP’s 
future (PDP).

On Tuesday, Wike made 
this statement at the official 
start of  work on the Mg-
buodohia Road in Rumuol-
umene, Obio-Akpor Local 
Government Area.

Every PDP supporter 
should be concerned if  Oba-
sanjo chooses Obi over Atiku 
Abubakar, who served as his 
vice president for eight years.

Wike said: “I meant no 
bad. I’m only worried as a 
prominent PDP member. A 
man who loves PDP should 
be worried.

 “I was not mocking any-

body. I was merely worried. 
My prayer was, look, let 
Obasanjo remain quiet and 
not say anything. That was 
all my prayer, but my prayer 
didn’t work.

“My prayer was that if  this 
man makes any statement, it 
will indict us because he was 
President under the Peoples 
Democratic Party for eight 
years, and he worked with 
our presidential candidate.

“And the campaign of  our 
presidential council is that 
our presidential candidate 
during the eight years did 
very well, with experience.”

On being castigated on 
his position over the devel-
opment, the governor won-
dered “What did I do? I 
didn’t do anything.

 “All I did was to express 
concern. If  you care for this 
party, it is for you to go back 

and ask what is fundamental-
ly wrong.

“Me that is worried that 
we should do something 
and have expressed it, you’re 
abusing me for telling the 
party that we should do 
something.

 “They are not bothered, 
but those of  us who since 
1998 joined this party, con-
tributed for the survival of 
this party until now, we keep 
shouting always when we see 
danger coming.

“Abuses upon abuses, it 
will not change anything, 
rather it will spoil more 
things. What you don’t 
know, ask people, seek for 
advise, people will help you 
to solve the problem.

“Nobody can drive us 
(Integrity Group) from this 
house (PDP) we have built. 

esteem and regards as you 
pilot the affairs of  the State. 
Be assured of  my constant 
prayers for you, your govern-
ment and the good people of  
our dear State,” it adds.

Meanwhile, Governor 
Umahi’s nomination letter, 
which he also personally 
signed, marked GOV/EBS/
OM/3.42/V/350, and ad-
dressed to the bishop was 
titled: “Notification of  your 
selection for the maiden state 
honours award 2022 as Com-
mander, Ebonyi Hall Of  
fame (CEHF).”

The letter reads, “I am 
pleased to inform you that 
you have been selected by 
the Government of  Ebonyi 
State for the conferment of  
State Honours Award as 
Commander, Ebonyi Hall of  
Fame (CEHF), pursuant to 
Ebonyi State Honours Law 
No 008 of  2022. This Award 
of  Honour is in recognition 
of  your illustrious service to 
Ebonyi State and humanity.

“Your esteemed presence is 
therefore requested at the spe -
cial event scheduled to hold 
as follows: Date: Thursday 
22nd December, 2022. Ven-
ue: State Ecumenical Centre, 
Abakaliki. Time: 7pm dot.”

In response to the arrest 
and detention of  Reverend 
Timothy Ngwuta in Abakali-
ki, the state government and 
the Catholic Diocese of  Ab-
akaliki have exchanged barbs.

Ngwuta had reportedly 
been unlawfully detained by 
security personnel in Ebonyi 
since 2021, according to 
news sources.

This occurs in the midst of  
the ongoing communal dis-
pute between the Ezza-Effi-
um and Effium people in the 
state’s Ohuakwu Local Gov-
ernment Area, which has 
claimed the lives of  innocent 
people and destroyed prop-
erty worth millions of  naira 
since January 2021.

According to a source, 
the priest was detained and 

falsely accused of  starting a 
long-running issue.

He claimed that Ngwuta 
was detained while visiting 
some of  his parishioners who 
had been forced to leave their 
houses due to the turmoil.

“It was during one of  these 
visits he was arrested and has 
since been detained without 
trial, nothing, an ordained 
Reverend Father for that mat-
ter,” the source said.

As he urged the state gov-
ernor to swiftly order the 
priest’s release, he had high-
lighted that Ngwuta’s arrest 
had a political overtone.

Additionally, the Catholic 
parishioners of  Saint Ber-
nard’s Catholic Parish in 
Ugueze Effium, Ohaukwu 
Local Government Area 
have petitioned Umahi to 
free their parish priest from 
custody.

The Catholic Church, Di-
ocese of  Abakaliki stated 
in April 2022 that the Ex-
ecutive Order prohibiting 
any court in the state from 
hearing cases relating to the 
Effium Crisis had hampered 
efforts to secure Ngwuta’s re-
lease on bail. The statement 
was signed by Fr. Matthew 
Uzoma Opoke, Chancellor, 
Catholic Diocese of  Abaka-
liki.

In response, the state gov-
ernment warned the Catho-
lic Church not to claim that 
the priest’s imprisonment 
in prison was caused by an 
Executive Order through the 
Attorney-General and Com-
missioner for Justice, Cletus 
Ofoke.

Ofoke said, “There is noth-
ing like Executive Order 
on the Effium crisis; there 
is nothing to that effect. Of  
course, the government can 
never issue an order stopping 
the court from doing its le-
gitimate duty. It is aimed at 
tarnishing somebody’s image 
and maligning the govern-
ment. There is nothing like 
that.”

All of  us will fight here.
“So, if  anybody thinks that 

you can just sit in your house 
and dish out orders, it will 
not work. The house will col-
lapse on you. So, you better 
think twice.”

The All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) in Rivers state 
was similarly written off  by 
Wike, who claimed that the 
party’s soul and strength 
had left the carcass and that 
it could no longer count on 
the support of  the local elec-
torate.

Governor Wike specifi-
cally mentioned the amount 
of  support that Chief  Anele 
Orobule, a fervent support-
er of  the former governor 
Chibuike Amaechi, gave to 
the APC before she was ex-
posed for broken promises.

He encouraged the resi-
dents of  Rivers State to be 
cautious of  Tonye Cole, the 
APC candidate for gover-
nor, claiming that Amaechi 
is fronting for Cole and that 
they have bad intentions for 
the state.

I won’t work for any presidential 
candidate  – Ngige

T
he Minister of  Labour 
and Employment, Dr 
Chris Ngige, has said 

he will not work for the emer-
gence of  any of  the presiden-
tial candidates, in the Febru-
ary election.

Ngige who is a member 
of  the All Progressives Con-
gress, APC, said the four 
frontline presidential candi-
dates are his friends, and that 
he will not campaign for or 
against any of  them.

The Minister stated this on 
Wednesday, in his country 
home in Alor while speaking 
to journalists.

He urged Nigerians to rath-
er look at the programmes of  

the candidates and determine 
which of  them was better 
than the other, and vote right.

When prodded further on 
which of  the candidates he 
thinks may win the election, 
Ngige said he would not like 
to predict, insisting Nigerians 
should be allowed to choose 
who they want to be their 
president.

Giving an account of  his 
personal relationship with 
each of  the frontline presiden-
tial candidates, Ngige said: 
“Malam Kwankwaso, is my 
friend, I know him too as dep-
uty speaker when he was dep-
utizing Agunwa Anekwe, one 
of  our party’s strong men.

Governor Uzodimma on Wednesday hostsed the 7th Imo Stakeholders meeting at Rear Admiral Ndubuisi Kanu Square, 
Owerri.
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he Nigeria Centre for Disease TControl  (NCDC) has said i ts 
COVID-19 Emergency Operations 

Centre (EOC) is monitoring COVID-19 
trends in countries with a “high volume of 
traffic to and from Nigeria.”

The NCDC, recently informed that the 
countries which include China, the United 
States of  America (USA), the United 
Kingdom (UK), South Africa and India, are 
currently battling with the rise in Omicron 
SARS-CoV-2 variant and its lineages, 
dominating recorded infections worldwide.

It added that its EOC is also monitoring 
the resurgence of  COVID-19 in China 
following the relaxation of the country's 
zero-COVID policy, and the increased 
COVID-19 cases, admissions, and deaths in 
the UK and the USA over the past weeks 
driven by the usual winter exacerbations of 
respiratory illnesses.

The disease control centre also raised 
concern that the new Omicron sub-lineages 
XBB.1.5 in the UK and the US, and BF.7 in 
China “may spread faster than older 
Omicron sub-lineages (e.g., XBB or BQ) and 
that they are responsible in part for the 
current increases in cases, hospitalisations, 
and deaths”.

While the NCDC confirmed that the sub-
lineages that are partly responsible for the 
current increase in COVID-19 cases in 
otherwise countries (XBB.1.5 and BF.7) have 
not yet been detected in Nigeria, it noted that 
“the B.5.2.1 has been seen since July 2022 
and the others are most likely here already”.

It added that “the BF.7 and XBB have also 
been circulating in South Africa since 
October 2022 but without any accompanying 
increase in cases, severe illness, or deaths.”

NCDC further noted that since the 
detection of  the Omicron variant in 
D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 1 ,  i t s  s u b - l i n e a g e 
(BQ.1/BQ.1.1) has been dominant in 
Nigeria, but “none of these dominant sub-
lineages in Nigeria that are also circulating 
elsewhere has been associated with any 
increases in case numbers, admissions, or 
deaths locally.”

Data from NCDC shows that a total of 
266,450 infections and 3,155 deaths have 
been recorded across Nigeria's 36 states and 
the Federal Capital Territory, while 
661,019,881 infections and 6,692,005 deaths 
have been confirmed globally according to 
WHO.

Recall that towards the end of December 
2019, the global killer and master of all 
diseases Coronavirus abruptly stormed the 
world and lunched its missiles of mass 
destructions that attacked continents, 
countries, towns, villages and our homes, 
inflicting immense damages on all aspects of 
human lives while the irreparable losses it 

caused are still very much with us.
The disease came with a horrific dispatch 

of unprecedented deaths, panic and global 
pandemonium, psychological instability and 
socioeconomic disturbances of  gigantic 
proportions. 

It caught many unawares and its sudden 
explosion dealt with people all over the 
world. The memorandum of destructions it 
designed and signed was too awful and 
horrific to all and sundry that it sparked off 
uncontrollable fears as many became 
conscious of  its tremendous dangers, 
running helter skelter to hide in a safe palace. 
Indeed, Covid-19 was a classical metaphor 
for deep sorrows, despairs and a general 
feeling of melancholy ever witnessed.

It was first identified in Wuhan, China 
and transmitted through high frequency rate, 
making contact with dreaded animals, 
forcing and driving inroads into every 
continent including Antarctica. At that time, 
researches suggested that an intermediate 
an imal ,  poss ib ly  the  Pango l in  (an 
endangered mammal) was responsible for the 
transfer to human beings while there were no 
treatments for the disease albeit laboratories 
were working round the clock on various 
types of treatments, including vaccine.

On vaccination, the NCDC reiterated 
that the most important action for Nigerians 
is to get vaccinated against COVID-19, “as 
the  vacc ine  i s  the  most  impor tant 
intervention for preventing severe disease, 
hospitalisation, and death.”

It added that “regardless of COVID-19 
variants in different parts of the world, 
severe disease, admissions and deaths 
disproportionately affect the unvaccinated 
and those with established risk factors”, like 
older people, people with co-morbidities and 
the immunocompromised.

The disease control centre said that 
though the COVID-19 protocols and 
restrictions may have been eased, people at 
high risk should continue to adhere to the 
r e c o m m e n d e d  n o n p h a r m a c e u t i c a l 
intervention (NPIs) such as the use of face 
masks, good hand and respiratory hygiene 
and avoidance of crowded spaces.

It also established that the Omicron sub-
lineages that were associated with increases 
in cases, admissions and deaths elsewhere 
did not cause the same in Nigeria because the 
population is significantly protected from a 
combination of  natural immunity and 
vaccination with vaccines with a high impact 
on hospitalisation, and deaths.

“The NCDC will continue to pay close 
attention to the ongoing COVID-19 
situation in other countries and gather 
additional surveillance data to inform 
actions,” it added.
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Opinion

ince the Central Bank of  

SN i g e r i a  ( C B N )  m a d e 
another vain attempt to 

reintroduce the ill-conceived 
policy of  pegging the withdrawal 
and deposit limits in the name of  
promoting cashless economy, I 
have tried to restrain myself  from 
commenting on it having done so 
in  the  pas t  us ing  di f ferent 
platforms. But the more I tried to 
restrain myself, the more I feel 
obliged to comment. My position 
on the matter has always been that 
the policy of  pegging cash 
transaction limits in the name of  
cashless economy is mechanistic, 
crude and restrictive and would 
further constrict our payment 
system already encumbered by 
systemic failures, fraud, poor 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l / r e g u l a t o r y 
framework, poor technology, poor 
logistic and others constraints. 
And that Nigerians prefer cash-
and-carry economy despite its 
attendant drawbacks is because of  
the absence of  a better alternative. 
And that preference for cash 
transactions is not the problem of  
the economy but a manifestation 
of  an ingrained problem. And that 
an attempt to force-feed the people 
with it will lead to a much more 
problem as is always the case when 
you are focusing on the effect 
rather the cause of  a problem. 
Cashless economy can only be 
achieved when credible substitutes 
are developed and made available. 
The generality of  Nigerians have 
not bought into the cashless policy 
f o r  o b v i o u s  r e a s o n s .  T h e 
challenges associated with it are 
enormous for a mismanaged 
economy like ours with high 
indices of  underdevelopment. 
There is the problem of  network 
failure, fraud, debit without 
p a y m e n t / r e v e r s a l s ,  t h e 
i n t e r m i n a b l e  t i m e  l a g  i n 
r e c o n c i l i n g  u n a u t h o r i z e d 
transactions by banks, non-
availability of  banking services in 
some remote locations, illiteracy, 
lack of  financial inclusion and 
other socio-political challenges. 
Added to this is the fact that 
virtually every transaction you do 
online, you pay either with your 
money or with your data.

So, given this scenario, it is 
expected that the CBN authorities 
would first of  all address these 
issues and prepare the enabling 
framework and the people would 
buy in naturally without coercion. 
We recall that there was a time 
when traders used to ferry money 
in Ghana-must-go bags across the 
country at the risk of  armed 
robbery attack but that stopped 
naturally when online real time 
banking was introduced.

I  bel ieve that  economic 
management and progress is not 
achieved by military decrees and 
executive fiats otherwise African 

economies would have been the 
best in the world. Economic 
progress is achieved by developing 
r ight  ins t i tu t ions,  c rea t ing 
enabling frameworks, engineering 
sound policies that will promote 
economic activities and optimal 
resource utilization.

Clearly, that Nigeria is still 
talking about cashless economy 
almost twelve years after Sanusi 
Lamido Sanusi raised so much 
dust about it shows that the 
program failed ab initio and 
should be consigned to where it 
belonged—the dust bin of  failed 
policies. It proves that those who 
had the courage to criticize it then 
i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  S a n u s i ' s 
showboating posturing and media 
fireworks were right. Thus, that 
the current CBN regime is still 
harrying the nation with the ill-
contrived cashless policy clearly 
exemplifies sheer absence of  
conceptual skills and lack of  
creativity in policy engineering. It 
goes further to show lack of  grasp 
with the knowledge of  the 
structure and problems of  the 
economy that it is meant to 
manage.

Generally, one observed trend 
about central banking in Nigeria is 
t h e  t e n d e n c y  t o  r e l e g a t e 
development banking and other 
development issues and to think 
that central banking is just about 
supervision of  commercial banks. 
Yes, central banking is majorly 
about monetary policy which is 
implemented mainly through the 
instrumentality of  the commercial 
b a n k s .  B u t  w e  l i ve  i n  a n 
underdeveloped economy with 
over 60% unbanked and under-
banked population according to 
World Bank report. Therefore, 
m a n i p u l a t i n g  m o n e t a r y 
aggregates in an economy like this 
without properly integrating this 
critical segment would be a 
hellacious task. I think the 
integration of  the unbanked sector 
would have been the main policy 
thrust of  the CBN. So rather than 
force-feed us with cashless policy 
thing, the CBN should be more 
concerned with establishing 
development banking structures, 
financial inclusion, financial 
literacy, empowerment of  the 
critical rural and sub-urban sectors 
and bridging the gap between the 
rural and the urban areas etcetera.  

During the era of  Pa Joseph 
Sanusi (1999 – 2004), the CBN 
leadership seemed to exhibit little 
clue about managing the economy 
as the financial system witnessed 
the supervision of  the banks on the 
pages of  newspaper. There was no 
clear policy direction as the 
politicians blamed the banks for 
the woes of  the economy. The 
highpoint of  that era was an 
attempt to introduce the universal 
banking system.

When Prof .  Chukwuma 
Soludo came, there was positive 
development as he aptly identified 

the challenges of  the banking 
sector and introduced the Banking 
Consolidation Program to address 
the problem of  inadequate capital. 
The increase in minimum capital 
r e q u i r e m e n t  b r o u g h t  i n 
recapitalization and mergers and 
acquisition that strengthen the 
banks. The Nigerian stock market 
driven by the banking stocks grew 
significantly. Banking services 
expanded and extended offshore 
to other countries. The banking 
sec to r  became  the  h ighes t 
employer of  labor in the country. 
And with that came competition 
among the banks and with their 
universal banking license many of  
the banks veered into areas outside 
their core competencies…

A n d  t h e n  c a m e  S a nu s i 
Lamido Sanusi who came to 
implement what was seen as 
premeditated agenda of  reversing 
t h e  g a i n s  o f  t h e  b a n k i n g 
consolidation. During the Sanusi 
era Nigerians were assailed with 
the noise of  phantom reforms that 
put the financial and banking 
sector in a state of  topsy-turvy that 
regressed the economy. Sanusi era 
which is the worst in the history of  
central banking in Nigeria was 
characterized by contradictions, 
i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s ,  p o l i c y 
mismatches and reversals and 
showmanship. Sanusi muddied 
the financial sector, vandalized the 
national economy with his ill-
thought-out revanchist policies, 
scurrilous utterances and his 
hubristic cavalier attitude. Sanusi 
made so much noise about 
corporate governance and yet 
governed the CBN like a dictator. 
He doled out un-appropriated 
public funds without following 
due process. He sacked some bank 
MDs and EDs without recourse to 

the various boards and unilaterally 
a p p o i n t e d  h i s  c r o n i e s  t o 
superintend over the affairs of  the 
banks and forced loan on them 
and finally liquidated them. He 
made so much noise about risk 
management but gave the banks 
the worst form of  enterprise risk 
( r e p u t a t i o n a l  r i s k )  b y  h i s 
unguarded utterances. Under 
S a nu s i  t h e r e  wa s  m a s s ive 
retrenchment of  bank workers and 
“casualization” as employment 
policy was institutionalized and 
fraud increased in the sector by the 
employment of  temps and today 
over 60% of  bank employees are 
casuals. What Sanusi called 
r e f o r m s  w a s  t h e  f o r c e d 
introduction of  the Nigerian 
Uniform Bank Account Number 
(NUBAN), the implementation of  
the non-interest banking and the 
failed cashless policy.

Thus, it is not out of  place to 
say that  Emefiele,  Sanusi ' s 
successor inherited a banking 
sector imperiled by rash policies 
that it is yet to recover from. But 
with the coming of  Emefiele, 
Nigerians expected something 
different given his pedigree but 
regrettably, apart from the growth 
of  the agency banking that has 
created jobs and somewhat taken 
banking services closer to the 
people, there has not been any 
demonstrable evidence to show 
that the Emefiele's regime is 
willing to do anything different. 
And that is why most Nigerians 
are flummoxed about the renewed 
hoof  beats  of  the  cashless 
economy humdrum. However, it 
is generally believed that the 
c u r r e n t  C B N  r e g i m e  i s 
constrained by the obnoxious 
p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t 
government. The first blunder it 

committed under the current 
regime was in 2015 when it 
temporarily banned people from 
making lodgments into their 
domiciliary accounts. The result 
was dollarization, capital flight 
and the decreased value of  the 
Naira that it is yet to recover from. 
And again is the issue of  unbridled 
creating of  money by ways and 
means.

But, let us pause a little and 
ask: what is the renewed cashless 
policy meant to achieve? The CBN 
authorities told us that it will 
control inflation. But they know as 
much as many people know that 
the Nigeria inflationary pressure 
at present is not demand-pull or 
too much money chasing too few 
goods but supply-pushed even 
though there is a thin line between 
t h e  t w o.  T h e  e c o n o my  i s 
contracting because of  low 
p r o d u c t iv i t y  d o m e s t i c a l ly 
occasioned by insecurity and 
m i s m a n a g e m e n t  o f  s t a t e 
resources. Inflation is exacerbated 
by excessive borrowing by ways 
and means in the current regime. 
So the focus of  the CBN should 
have been on how to boost local 
productivity by incentivizing the 
relevant critical sectors.

Also, it is said that the so-
called cashless policy would 
control money laundry and that 
again is fallacious. While I do not 
d i s m i s s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
laundering money through cash 
transactions, I know that the 
volume of  cash transaction is a 
trifle compared to what is done 
electronically. Granted, money 
transferred electronically can be 
traced but how come we still have 
high incidences of  money laundry 
by our political elites?

Without doubt, the renewed 
CBN cashless policy would have 
tortured the poor more and not the 
rich that have multiple channels of  
c a r r y i n g  o u t  f i n a n c i a l 
transactions. The petty traders as 
well as key distributors of  fast 
moving consumer products would 
have suffered more. And perhaps, 
the first victims of  the Emefiele's 
cashless economy would have 
been the POS operators, his 
greatest achievement as the CBN 
governor, who would have been 
swept out of  business and the poor 
illiterate rural dwellers who are on 
the other side of  the digital divide 
and  no t  the  e l i t e  a s  some 
erroneously believe.

Indeed, asking the people to 
pay 5% fee on deposit  and 
withdrawal above a certain limit is 
akin to promoting fraud in an 
economy where business men and 
e n t r e p r e n e u r s  a r e  a l r e a dy 
complaining about indiscriminate 
charges from banks. CBN should 
develop policies that will make 
banks more able to play their role 
of  financial intermediation rather 
than make phantom gains by 
ripping off  depositors.
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Still on CBN and the cashless
economy humdrum 
By Gozie Irogboli

Thus, it is not out of  place to say 
that Emefiele, Sanusi's successor 

inherited a banking sector imperiled 
by rash policies that it is yet to recover 

from. But with the coming of  
Emefiele, Nigerians expected 

something different given his pedigree 
but regrettably, apart from the growth 
of  the agency banking that has created 

jobs and somewhat taken banking 
services closer to the people, there has 
not been any demonstrable evidence to 

show that the Emefiele's regime is 
willing to do anything different
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t's a new year and a Inew set of  events so 
take a look at some aso-

ebi inspo
It ' s  no secret  that 

Nigerians like Aso-ebi and 
fortunately for us, party 
season is all year round. 

anniversary celebration, 
aso-ebi is the go-to for most 
Nigerians. It's a chance to 
show solidarity with the 
celebrant as well as show 
off  your creativity when it 
comes to designing a show-
stopping outfit. 

We understand that it's 
natural to get stuck for 
inspiration so we have 
b r o u g h t  y o u  s o m e 
gorgeous styles to kick-start 
your new year. 

Just when we think we've 
seen all there is to see for 
traditional wear, we bring 
you so brand new style 
inspiration for the New 
Year. 

W h e t h e r  i t  i s  a 
wedding,  b i r thday  or 
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Style inspiration for the New Year



 

hese are five ways Tto keep your fupa 
safely out of  sight.

Fupa means fat upper 
pelvic area. It is slang for 
having a big tummy, 
especially around your 
lower pelvic side. 

an you tell personal 

Cand financial status 
from their outfits? 

Check your wardrobe and 
your styling choices and see 
what you have a lot of.

Dress the way you want 
to be addressed, that's a fact 
of  life. If  you want to know 
where you are in your life.' 
Let's give you a rundown on 
what your style says about 
you; this isn't fool proof. 

Crop tops, shorts and 
short outfits 

It means you are at a 
place in your life where you 
are  exper iment ing with 
different things . You are 
more comfortable with your 
body and you are prioritizing 
comfort because you don't 
want to be stressed. 

White or black outfits 
W h e t h e r  s h i r t s , 

sweatpants, tops and so on, if  
you find yourself  wearing a 
lot of  white or black outfits, it 

m e a n s  yo u  c r ave  m o r e 
simplicity in your life. You are 
using your brain for higher 
cerebral activities, and you 
can't be bothered. 

Formal shoes 
If  you wear a lot of  

formal shoes, it means you 
like to appear corporate, and 
that means you are at a stage 
in your life where you feel like 
you need to be responsible, 
you can't be caught showing 
your toes. 

Traditional African 
Kaftan 

This is for men, when 
men wear a lot of  trad kaftans 
it means they want to be taken 
a lot more seriously, they feel 
that their opinions should 
matter at this stage and they 
have essentially become big 
men. 

Corporate outfits and 
jackets 

If  you wear a lot of  
corporate attire, it means that 

you care about how you look 
to other people and you 
always want to look put 
together and professional. 
Professionalism matters a lot 
to you. For you, presentation 
matters. 

Sweatpants 
Nothing says I don't care 

m o r e  t h a n  s w e a t p a n t s 
especially if  you wear them 
throughout the week, you 
prioritize comfort and you 
don't want to think too much 
about what you wear. 

Heels 

Nothing says I care 
about my appearance and 
how I am presented more 
than heels, no matter the 
discomfort. Plus, if  you have 
a lot of  heels, you are an 
excellent person. 

Dramatic change in 
hairstyle 

Whether it is dyeing your 
hair or chopping it off, a big 
change in your hair means 
you are going through some 
changes in your life and you 
are finding it hard to adjust. 

Here is what you need 
to do; 

1. Wear loose fitting 
clothes 

It does have to look 
like a sack. What this 
means is that your outfit 
should have just a little 
space and al lowance 

especially around the 
waist. 

2. High waisted jeans 
High waisted jeans are 

your fupa's best friend. 
The trouser sits on your 
fupa and hides it perfectly. 

3. Stripes 
Vertical stripes will 

always give an illusion of  
a slimmer body. When 
you wear striped skirts, 
gowns or tops, your fupa 
will be out of  sight. 

4. Flared skirts 
Flared skirts are your 

fupa's best friend. You 
cannot find your fupa 

beneath all that flare. 
5. Wrap dresses 
Wr a p  d r e s s e s  a r e 

gorgeous and they are also 
perfect for hiding the fupa. 

Finally, always choose 
calm hues like white, 
pastel, beige, they help 
you hide your fupa too. 

A lot of  women feel 
very self-conscious about 
their tummies, especially 
in clothes. So how do you 
dress to fit your curves? 

Hiding your fupa is all 
about creating illusions 
with fabric, colour and 
design. 
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What your style says about where you are in your life
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Does sex devalue women? 
he society expects Tchastity from women, 
e v e n  i f  i t  i s 

unreasonable.
The complex answer to the 
question is that sex does not 
devalue a woman but it can 
devalue a woman. However, 
before you cut my head off, 
kindly read on. 
Plus, there is casual sex and 
sex with your lover. Surely, 
sex with your lover cannot 
devalue you but problems 
arise when it is casual sex or 
sex with someone you are not 
committed to. 
People can humiliate you if  
you let them and that is a fact. 
If  you regard yourself  highly, 
do not swim with pigs. Do 
not cast pearls to swine. 

ow long you have to Hwait before you're 
ready to get the 

action going again depends 
on an individual or the 
couple.

F o r  b o t h  m e n  a n d 
women, there is a physical 
resolution after orgasm. This 
is when the body returns to 
its normal, pre-excitement 
state — muscles relax, and 
blood pressure and heart rate 
drop. 

How long does a man 
have to wait? 

e r e ' s  h o w  w e Hi m a g i n e d  t h e 
different people 

looking for love in the New 
Year;

With the torrents of  
engagements and weddings 
last year, many people have 
declared that this is their 
last year being single. 

One really wonders 
what will happen when 
some people end this year 
still single, it will be like 
rapture when most people 
are off  the 'streets' and now 
married. 

H e r e ' s  h o w  w e 
imagined them; 

1. The ones who spent 
2023 in the talking stages 

These people  were 
close to the promised land 
so many times but never 
made it in, now they are of  
the opinion that talking 
stages should be abolished, 
and anyone who so much 
as smiles at them is walking 
down the aisle with them. 

2. Those who never 
leave their house but want 
to find love 

T h e s e  p e o p l e  a r e 
extreme extroverts, yet they 
want love to find them. 
They are always at home 

and never socialise or go 
out on dates. In their hearts, 
they believe that love will 
fall on their laps and maybe 
it will. Their most popular 
saying is, 'Love will find 
me.' 

3. Those who never 
m a k e  t h e  f i r s t  m ove 
(Friendship kings and 
queens) 

These sects have been in 
love with the same people 
for years now and they have 
not told them because they 
are 'just friends'. Maybe this 
will be the year the 'just 
friends' yoke is broken so 
they can finally be together. 

4. Those who received 
inspiration from matching 
pyjamas 

Some peop le  were 
perfectly content being 
single until they saw how 
couple paired themselves 
up and took romantic 
C h r i s t m a s  c a r d s  i n 
December, now they have 
vowed to be hitched this 
year. 

5. Those manifesting a 
boo online 

These people have no 
one talking to them and 
there is no one they are 
talking to but they are 

always talking about their 
future husband or wife. 'By 
this time next year, I will be 
on a vacation with the love 
of  my life' they say on 
Twitter. Yes, Queen and 
King manifest it. 

ave you ever had Hsex with someone 
who cried after an 

orgasm or have you ever 
c r i e d  a f t e r  o n e  a n d 
wondered why?

What does an orgasm 
actually feel like? 

A n y o n e  w h o  h a s 
experienced an orgasm will 

t e l l  y o u  t h a t  i t  i s  a n 
i n c r e d i b l y  e n j o y a b l e 
experience. However, this 
experience might leave tears 
in some people's eyes. 

The science behind 
orgasms 

The brain produces 
chemicals like oxytocin and 
prolactin during orgasm to 

increase blood flow to the 
genitals which intensifies the 
feeling of  pleasure. When 
tension is intensified in the 
lower body, relief  comes 
through a series of  violent 
muscu la r  cont rac t ions 
which leads to an orgasm. 

Why do some people 
cry during orgasms? 

It's common to feel sad 
after sex. Nearly 92% of  
respondents to a 2020 study 
of  223 women and 76 men 
reported experiencing an 
emotional reaction four 
weeks after having sex. Men 
felt sapped and unhappy, 
while women were more 
likely to experience mood 
swings and depression. 

Oxytocin in people who 
have had traumatic or sad 
experiences in the past can 
contribute to crying after 
sex. Even if  you're currently 

in a healthy relationship, you 
might still cry during sex 
from repressed emotions 
from the past brought to the 
surface by the vulnerability 
of  sex and intimacy. 

Crying after an orgasm 
may be a good thing. If  it has 
been a while since you 
experienced an orgasm, you 
may feel a release of  pent-up 
emotional stress. Also, your 
sympathetic nervous system 
might be calming down from 
t h e  s t r o n g  p h y s i c a l 
experience. 

Other reasons people 
might cry after sex are 
Po s t c o i t a l  d y s p h o r i a , 
feelings of  shame and guilt, 
cramps and pain that come 
from endometritis, vaginal 
infection and ovarian cysts. 
If  sex is physically painful, 
you might want to see a 
doctor. 

In men, the penis loses its 
tumescence, and sexual 
desire, having been satisfied, 
disappears, according to the 
International Society for 
Sexual Medicine. During 
this refractory period, a man 
is incapable of  becoming 
hard again and doesn't 
r e s p o n d  t o  s e x u a l 
stimulation. 

The refractory period is 
thought to be triggered in 
men by a surge of  prolactin, a 
hormone secreted by the 
pituitary gland, along with a 
drop in testosterone (per 
Men's Health). Together, 

along with the involvement 
of  the nervous system, these 
h o r m o n e s  c a u s e  a 
physiological state of  being 
unable to have an erection. 

How long the refractory 
period lasts depends on a 
variety of  factors, with a 
salient one being age. Young 
men in their 20s may only 
require a few minutes before 
they  can  have  another 
erection, while men in their 
30s and 40s may need 30 to 
60 minutes or longer. It also 
varies from man to man, as 
well as the kind of  sexual 
activity that led to orgasm. 

How long does a woman 
have to wait? 

One study found that the 
surge of  prolactin released 
after orgasm was 400 percent 
higher when the orgasm 
resulted from intercourse 
than when it resulted from 
masturbation. This could 
mean that climaxing after 
intercourse may lead to a 
longer refractory period than 
one after self-pleasure. 

It's known that women 
also experience a surge of  
prolactin after  orgasm, 
suggesting there might be a 
physiological refractory 
period. One study of  174 
university students found 
that 96 percent had clitoral 
h y p e r s e n s i t i v i t y  a f t e r 
orgasm, which made them 
averse to further clitoral 
s t i m u l a t i o n  ( p e r  T h e 
Canadian Journal of  Human 
Sexuality). This is similar to 
the penile sensitivity men 
experience after climaxing. 
Despite  these f indings, 
w o m e n  c a n  b e  m u l t i -
orgasmic. 

The devaluation does not 
come from the act of  sex but 
from the person she sleeps 
with. So, even though sex is a 
harmless tool of  pleasure, 
men (and even women) can 
be vicious and wicked. 
An easy example is a man 
w h o  t a k e s  u n s o l i c i t e d 
pictures and videos of  a 
woman and shares it online 
or who sends her out of  his 
house by 4am or who hides 
his relationship from her and 
deceives her or who she felt 
she had a real connection 
with but never calls or talks to 
her again after a night of  sex. 
Besides obvious acts of  
wickedness, every shame 
women have regarding their 
sexual history and past stems 

directly from how men will 
s e e  a n d  r e g a r d  t h e m . 
Honestly, it is men who 
should be ashamed when 
they treat women badly 
because they had sex with 
them. 
Even more than the shame, 
w a n t i n g  l o v e  a n d 
commitment from a man 
who simply wants sex can be 
demeaning because he only 
sees you as a sex object and 
having sex with him will not 
make him love you, so 
respect yourself  and let him 
go. 
A l s o,  wo m e n  c a n  f e e l 
d e v a l u e d  i f  t h e y  a r e 
struggling with guilt, perhaps 
for religious reasons. 
On the other hand, the simple 

answer any logical person 
would give is no, sex doesn't 
devalue her. The main reason 
is one's value is intrinsic and 
not conferred and so pleasure 
between consenting adults 
should not devalue just one 
of  them. 
The reality 
Women are used, discarded 
and regarded based on their 
perceived sexual liberalism, 
expertise or ignorance, so 
they have to be wise. 
As I continue to write, you 
would see that the issue in all 
of  these is men, what they 
think, and how they perceive 
women and that's the issue 
with the patriarchy. 
Men want baddies that are 
saintly. They want you to be 
well experienced sexually but 
not one who has slept with 

the entire state. 
Anytime the body count or 
sexual  h i s tor y  topic  i s 
brought up, the major culprit 
are women. If  a man knows 
t h a t  a  w o m a n  w a s  a 
prostitute or she slept with 
one, two or three of  his 
friends or acquaintances and 
has a wild past, he is unlikely 
to court her because he won't 
trust her. 
Women have some options 
1. Only give the goodies to a 
man who values, respects 
and is committed to them 
This is so ideal, but there is a 
problem where women are 
not regarding sex as an 
activity to enjoy but as 
something to give. If  you are 
waiting for Mr Right, be sure 
to have a healthy view of  sex 
and enjoy yourself  when you 
do have sex. 
However, what happens 
when the man you thought 
highly of  disregards you or 
hurts you, then you feel like 
you have been devalued. 
If  you go with this route, only 
have sex after marriage. That 
way, you are locked in a 
l i f e l o n g  r e c i p r o c a l 
commitment with someone 
you love and won't leave you, 
hopefully. 
2. Decide to have sex with 
whoever you want and damn 
the consequences 

Brand yourself  as a slut, post 
nude and semi-nudes on the 
internet, and let everyone 
know that you are in charge 
of  your sexual destiny. You 
choose who you want to have 
sex with, you enjoy sex and 
you don't care what people 
think. In short, add monetary 
v a l u e  t o  y o u r  s e x u a l 
expertise, talk about soft girl 
lifestyle and how you hate 
stingy men. 
Of  course, the obvious issue 
is STDS, but the more painful 
one is when your heart begins 
to crave something deeper 
and meaningful. Will you 
find someone who takes you 
seriously, who loves you and 
won ' t  ca re  abou t  your 
seemingly sordid past? Life is 
not a movie, but you still 
might, so you go, girl! 
3. Stop attaching your 
worth to sex 
But the silent third option is 
to regard yourself  highly, 
choose wisely who you want 
to be intimate with, and take 
c h a r ge  o f  yo u r  s ex u a l 
pleasure. When you have a 
one-night stand, friends with 
benefits or any casual sex 
arrangement, see it as a 
merely physical act, do not 
attached to your worth and 
d o  n o t  s e e k  l o v e  a n d 
commitment from such 
arrangements.

How long should you wait before having another
round?

Different types of people looking
for love in 2023

Why some people cry after experiencing an orgasm 
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Cardinals arrive ahead of the funeral mass of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI.

Peter Obi: LP asks Arthur Eze to  sacrifice 
luxury for better Nigeria

P
rince Arthur Eze, a 
businessman from 
Anambra state, has 

been urged by the Labour 
Party to give up some of  his 
wealth-creating potential in 
exchange for supporting Mr. 
Peter Obi’s bid for president 
of  Nigeria.

The party claimed that Obi, 
its presidential candidate, is 
amazing, an idea that is driv-
en by supernatural occurrenc-
es and spontaneous human 
activity.

The party said that amid 
the current cacophony of  
Obi’s endorsements, it is sig-
naling to everyone who mat-
ters that Nigeria’s next presi-
dent will not be chosen by a 
small, exclusive group or the 
dictator’s world.

It specifically urged Chief  
Arthur Eze, Governor Chuk-
wuma Soludo, and anybody 
else attempting to defy Obi’s 
divine mandate to think 
twice.

Innocent Okeke, the 
vice-chairman for the South 
East region of  the Labour 
Party, stated that while the 
party respects each person’s 
right to their own beliefs, in-

cluding those of  Arthur Eze 
and others who hold oppos-
ing views, it cannot tolerate 
intimidation or aggressive 
outbursts.

It was stated that there 
would never be “business as 
usual” in the new Nigeria and 
suggested that the sooner peo-
ple started adapting, the better 
since it had previously been a 
nation where the extremely 
wealthy few and the extreme-
ly poor masses had destroyed 
the middle class and turned 
the poor masses into com-
mon slaves.

“If  our highly respected 
Chief  Arthur Eze should 
go by his adopted name 
‘Ozoigbondu,’ I would have 
expected him to feel pain 
when his people are feeling 
it. The pain in the present 
Nigeria is a general one and 
everyon is crying for a genu-
ine change.

“We can understand his 
personal business interests 
and effort to remain big, but 
he has been big from youth 
till this age, it’s time to feel the 
pain of  others and sacrifice 
luxury for a better future.

“Peter Gregory Obi is an 

Anambrarian just like some 
of  you, what matters is the 
general opinion of  the people 
of  Anambra on Peter Obi’s 
presidential ambition and not 
the opinion of  two or three 
persons. In this recent time all 
the presidential opinion polls 
conducted has put Obi well 
above other contenders and 
this is the opinion of  Nigeri-
ans.

“If  not the old thinking of  

Six oil drilling sites, Anambra Basin now 
65% completed
A

ccording to the Ni-
gerian National Pe-
troleum Company 

Limited (NNPC), coordi-
nated action is being taken 
to expand frontier explora-
tion in the north.

This was stated by the cor-
poration in a document on 
NNPC’s frontier explora-
tion services activities from 
2020 to 2022. According to 
the report, Niger, Nasara-
wa, Sokoto, Borno, Yobe, 
Adamawa, Bauchi, and 
Gombe states are among the 
potential oil-finding states.

The Anambra basin was 
named as an additional re-
gion where the NNPC is 
looking to locate extra oil 
outside of  the north.

The initial step in finding 
an oil and gas field is pros-
pecting, during which seis-
mic surveys are completed.

In the 700 line kilometer 
(LKM) in the Sokoto basin, 
where crop compensation 
payment was finished, the 
NNPC document indicated 
that 2D seismic acquisition 
had been completed.

On the 600 LKM in the 
Bida basin, post-acquisition 
production has, according 
to NNPC, reached 70%, 
while acquisition efforts 
have been put on hold for 
the southern Chad basin 
due to unspecified reasons.

It claimed that on No-
vember 7, 2022, security 
approval was secured from 
the defense headquarters to 
ensure the continuation of 

operations on the southern 
Chad basin.

In order to start opera-
tions in the aforementioned 
basin, NNPC said it also 
asked the Nigerian Up-
stream Petroleum Regulato-
ry Commission (NUPRC) 
for a waiver of  the require-
ment for an environmental 
impact assessment (EIA).

Post-acquisition work on 
the oil prospecting license 
(OPL) 813A 3D in the south-
ern Chad basin was now 
60% complete.

The 86km2 Keana west 
3D seismic data in Nasara-
wa state was fully obtained, 
according to the NNPC 
document, but post-acqui-
sition activities had not yet 
started.

Phase 13 oil prospect-
ing is underway in Wadi, 
Yobe state, according to the 
NNPC, where a 168 km2 
probable area is being eval-
uated.

In Adamawa, it was re-
ported that phase 14 of  the 
Kinasar possibility, which 
covers 170 km2, and phase 
15 of  the Ziye potential, 
which covers 172 km2, are 
both in the Borno basin, and 
that both prospects have un-
dergone a thorough assess-
ment of  their security risks.

Additionally, it stated that 
although the contract agree-
ments for phases 13 and 14 
had been signed, those for 
phases 15 had not.

The national oil company 
highlighted the advance-

ments made in the drilling 
of  potential well sites by an-
nouncing that six locations 
in the frontier basins have 
reached the drilling stage.

The company drilled 
Kolmani River 3 and fin-
ished the 13,000-foot pro-
ject, which it began in April 
2020, according to the pa-
per.

The Kolmani River 4 well 
was also drilled by NNPC 
from July 2021 to Septem-
ber 2021. It was noted that 
drilling at the Chad Basin 
and three additional loca-

tions will shortly start.
The corporation has re-

portedly requested approval 
from the oversight commit-
tee to complete drilling the 
phase 8-X3 well in the Chad 
Basin.

A “petroleum play fair-
way analysis,” basin mod-
eling efforts, and seismic 
interpretation were pro-
ceeding at the Anambra 
basin and had reached a 
65 percent completion rate, 
according to the NNPC re-
port.

The Frontier Exploration 
Fund (FEF) was created 

under Section 9 of  the Pe-
troleum Industry Act (PIA), 
with funds from NNPC’s 
upstream oil and gas con-
tracts (production sharing, 
profit sharing, and risk shar-
ing contracts) allocated at 
a rate of  30% profit for that 
purpose.

The Kolmani Integrat-
ed Development Project 
(KIPRO), which is located 
on the border of  the states 
of  Bauchi and Gombe, was 
officially launched by Pres-
ident Muhammadu Buhari 
on November 22, 2022.

In the Gongola basin of 

the Upper Benue Trough, at 
the Kolmani field location, 
is the oil prospecting license 
(OPL) 809 and 810 known 
as KIPRO.

The project’s first phase 
is anticipated to include 
an in-situ oil refinery with 
a daily capacity of  up to 
125,000 barrels, a gas pro-
cessing plant with a daily 
capacity of  up to 500 million 
standard cubic feet, a power 
plant with a maximum ca-
pacity of  300 MW, and a 
daily capacity of  2,500 tons 
of fertilizer.

many of  you with deep pock-
ets who have amassed wealth 
to seek option of  rigging elec-
tions, the voice and opinions 
of  the masses will reign su-
preme.

“I advise for no insult, keep 
your opinion to yourself, don’t 
destabilise the system. Al-
low a new Nigeria to emerge 
it will benefit your kindred, 
community, your state and all 
Nigerians,” Okeke advised.

F
ormer Governor of  
Imo State and Senator 
Representing the lmo 

West senatorial District, Ro-
chas Okorocha, has denied 
dumping the ruling All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) 
contrary to reports in some 
sections of  the media.

In a statement issued 
Thursday by his Special 
Adviser on Media, Sam On-
wuemeodo, Okorocha said 
he has not joined the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP).

Okorocha explained that 
on Friday, December 30, 
2022, Kingsley Uju, rep-
resenting Ohaji-Egbema/
Oguta/Oru West Federal 
Constituency, buried his 
mother at Egbema and he 
only attended the event.

He noted that a burial cer-
emony could not have be-
come a political declaration 
rally, insisting he was still in 
the APC.

The lawmaker described 
those behind the story as 
mischief  makers.

Okorocha said: “Our at-

tention had been drawn to a 
story, claiming that the for-
mer governor of  lmo State 
has joined the Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP).

“We appeal that the gen-
eral public disregard the 
story of  Okorocha joining 
the PDP. lt is not true. The 
photographs attached to the 
false story are not evil since 
politics is not war. Nor a do-
or-die venture.

“Our only concern was the 
virus some mischief  makers 
tried to inject into the inno-
cent photographs, taken at 
Uju’s mother’s burial, with-
out malice or those involved 
being conscious of  which 
political parties all those at 
the burial in question, be-
long.”

“Those behind this false 
story deliberately failed or 
refused to mention the venue 
and title of  the event, where 
the photographs were taken. 
They could not also quote 
a portion of  Okorocha’s 
speech that he must have 
made at the so-called event.”

Ohanaeze lauds Ugwuayi’s effort in 
making Enugu Oil producing state

O
hanaeze Ndigbo 
Youth Council 
Worldwide, the 

premier Igbo sociocultural 
organization, has praised 
Enugu State Governor If-
eanyi Ugwuanyi for add-
ing his state to the list of  
oil-producing states.

According to news re-
ports, the Revenue Mo-
bilization Allocation and 
Fiscal Commission (RMA-
FC) in Abuja approved 
the proposal of  Governor 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi’s admin-
istration for Enugu to join 

other States in having oil 
producing status as a result 
of  a meeting held there late 
last year.

Governor Ugwuanyi had 
told a delegation of  the Uni-
versity of  Nigeria, Alum-
ni Association (UNAA), 
Nsukka Branch during a 
solidarity visit at the Gov-
ernment House, that:

“As I am leaving office, 
I am happy that the mon-
ey that will be coming to 
Enugu won’t be what I wit-
nessed. It won’t be what we 
suffered.”
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or Senate Chief  Whip, FSena tor  Or j i  Uzor 
Kalu,  this  e lect ion 

campaign period may be his 
most herculean task in his 
political career. Kalu, who was 
the execution Governor of  
Abia State from 1999 to 2007, 
is now rounding up his 4th year 
as a first term Senator and is 
also aiming a return to the Red 
Chamber of  the National 
Assembly.

However, the issue of  
Lokpanta cattle market in 
Umuchieze, Umunneochi 
LGA of  Abia, which was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e 
administration of  Senator 
Kalu as Abia State Governor, 
has now become the head of  
campaign missiles   by the 
opponents of  the Senate Chief  
Whip. Leading the onslaught is 
Senator Mao Ohuabunwa, the 
Sena tor ia l  cand ida te  o f  
Peoples Democratic Party 
( P D P )  f o r  A b i a  N o r t h . 
O h u a b u n w a  i s  f r o m 
A r o c h u k w u  c l a n  o f  
Arochukwu LGA while Orji 
Uzor Kalu is  from Igbere , in 
Bende LGA, all in Abia North 
Senatorial district. Before now, 
O h u a b u n wa  wa s  i n  t h e 
National Assembly from 1999 
to 2007 where he represented 
t h e  A r o c h u k w u / O h a f i a 
Federal constituency for two 
terms.

A l s o  i n  2 0 1 5 ,  M a o 
Ohuabunwa was elected into 
the Senate to represent Abia 
North. He replaced Senator 
Uche Chukwumerije from 
Ngodo Isuochi who was was 
denied ticket by his party, PDP 
after spending 12 years in the 
Senate. Interestingly, when 
Kalu was the Governor of  
Abia, Ohuabunwa was in the 
House of  Reps and they 
belonged to the same PDP 
party but they later parted ways 
a f t e r  K a l u  f o r m e d  t h e 
Progressive Peoples Party 
(PPA) through which he 
appropriated to make his 
protégé, Chief  Theodore Orji 
the Abia Governor in 2007 and 
the rest is now history.

L o k p a n t a  M a r k e t  v s 
Constituency Projects

T h e  b a t t l e  b e t w e e n 
O h u a b u n w a  a n d  K a l u 
predates the current missiles 
flying in the air. Rather, it 
started in 2011 when Senator 
Kalu made efforts to return to 
the PDP from PPA but his 
moves were frustrated then by 
some political heavyweights in 

A b i a  N o r t h ,  i n c l u d i n g 
Ohuabunwa. By then, Kalu 
had fallen out with his god son- 
Governor, Chief  Theodore 
Orji who had already dumped 
the  PPA that  made  h im 
Governor and returned to 
PDP, in efforts to win a second 
term as Governor.

By then, Orji Kalu had 
fallen out with Theodore Orji 
and the best survival strategy 
was to return to PDP to remain 
relevant but Theodore Orji 
used people like Ohuabunwa 
to stop Kalu from returning to 
PDP. In 2015, Kalu contested 
against the Senate Kalu and 
lost against the Arochukwu 
man but the ex-Governor 
laughed last in 2019 Senatorial 
contest, defeating Ohuabunwa 
w i t h  a  w i d e  m a r g i n . 
Interestingly, the 2022 primary 
elections of  APC and PDP 
have produced Senators Kalu 
a n d  O h u a b u n wa  a s  t h e 
candidates for Abia North 
Senate for 2023, thereby re-
enact ing  the  e p ic  ba t t l e 
between the two juggernauts. 
To return to the Red Chamber, 
Ohuabunwa has been applying 
different campaign strategies 
to defeat Kalu, chief  among 
them is the issue of  insecurity 
in some parts of  Abia North, 
especially Umunneochi and 
Isiukwuato LGAs.

Ohuabunwa during his 
rally at Lokpanta, Umuchieze, 
Isuochi, Ohafia, Nneato and 
Is iukwuato  respec t ive ly, 
alleged that the high level of  
insecurity experienced in parts 
o f  U m u n n e o c h i  a n d 
I s i u k w u a t o  a r e a s  w e r e 
traceable to Lokpanta cattle 
market which was established 
by Senator Kalu, when he was 
the Governor of  Abia.

According to Ohuabunwa, 
it was because of  Kalu's alleged 
selfishness that the cattle 
market was set up, claiming 
that the market is now a 
dwelling place of  Fulani 
bandits, kidnappers, armed 
robbers, drug barons and what 
have you.

A p a r t  f r o m  t h e s e , 
Ohuabunwa accused Senator 
Kalu of  abandoning all the 
projects he (Ohuabunwa) 
attracted to the zone to rot 
away even as he claimed that 
Kalu had not been outspoken 
in the Senate for Abia North. 
But fighting like a wounded 
lion, Senator Orji Uzor has not 
t a k e n  t h e  O h u a b u n w a 
challenge lightly. Realising that 
his political career and of  
course, his dream of  being at  a 
2-term Senator may be derailed 

unless he washed his image 
clean from what Ohuabunwa 
has made of  it. To achieve this, 
Kalu has been using every 
avai lable  oppor tuni ty  to 
showcase his achievements for 
the people of  Abia North so 
f a r ,  i n c l u d i n g  r o a d 
constructions, educational 
projects, health facilities, youth 
employment, and pro-Abia 
North bill sponsorship in the 
Senate among others.

He has also called the bluff  
of  his opponents, including 
Ohuabunwa by declaring that " 
I have no regret setting up 
Lokpanta cattle market in 
Umunneochi." The former 
Governor who has vehemently 
denied converting any part of  
Abia North, notably, Lokpanta 
to Fulani RUGA settlement, 
has however, insisted that he 
only established the Lokpanta 
market to create revenue for 
Abia State. The Senator, who 
also challenged the past and 
p r e s e n t  A b i a  S t a t e 
governments to acknowledge 
that heavy revenue accrue from 
the cattle market on daily basis, 
h o w e v e r ,  a s s u r e d  h i s 
supporters that he would 
d e f e a t  S e n a t o r  M a o 
Ohuabunwa and his other 

opponents.
Kalu 's  media adviser, 

Madukwe Okoro who spoke to 
News Echo recently, also 
r e m i n d e d  A b i a  N o r t h 
constituents of  how Senator 
Mao Ohuabunwa allegedly 
shared frying pans and shovels 
to his constituents while 
serving as a Senator.

Another huddle that may 
stop Kalu is the the alleged 
accusation by the Indigenous 
People of  Biafra (IPOB) 
against Senator Orji Uzor 
K a l u ,  w h e r e  t h e  g r o u p 
allegedly described Kalu's 
Lokpanta cattle market project 
as one of  the roots of  insecurity 
in Abia State, especially Abia 
North. IPOB's statement, 
which was made by the group's 
spokesman, Emma Powerful, 
also accused the Senator of  
being a Northern apologist. 
But all these claims have been 
denied by Kanu who said he 
would not  mor tgage the 
security of  his people for any 
r e a s o n .  T h e  i s s u e  o f  
dis turbances  in  par ts  of  
Ohafia, especially the clashes 
between Army personnel and 
some group of  gunmen is also 
a f lashpoint in the zone. 
Notably, indigenes of  Ebem 

a n d  A m a n g w u  v i l l a g e s 
accused  the military personnel 
of  invasion and destruction of  
lives and property in their 
areas, claims denied by Gen 
A d e t u y i  A d e g o k e ,  t h e 
Commander of  14 Brigade, 
Nigerian Army, Ohafia.  It is 
also on records that one of  Orji 
Uzor Kalu's constituency tours 
at Ohafia in mid-2022 was 
ca l led  of f  a f ter  a  g roup 
allegedly warned him against 
coming into Ohafia.

Another huddle that awaits 
Kalu is his mismanagement of  
utterances before and after the 
2 0 2 2  A P C  P r e s i d e n t i a l 
Primary election, where Kalu 
was  quoted on di f ferent 
occas ions,  making some 
s t a t e m e n t s  c o n s i d e r e d 
embarrassing to the people of  
South East. But in terms of  
project attraction, Kalu is still 
popular in Abia North based 
on some projects he attracted 
to his zone. This is according to 
a recent finding conducted 
around the zone. Some natives 
who spoke on their choice of  a 
Senator, said Kalu ranks higher 
than his major opponent, when 
measured side-by-side with 
Ohuabunwa in area of  project 
attraction and execution.

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

Lokpanta Cattle Market politics threatens
Orji Kalu's return to Senate

Kalu
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Anambra, travelers lament
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From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

N
di Anambra has 
cried out over exor-
bitant price in Pre-

mium Motor Spirit, popu-
larly known as petrol, which 
is currently selling between 
N330 and N350 per litre in 
Onitsha, Nnewi, Awka and 
other parts of  Anambra 
State.

The situation was like that 
at all the filling stations vis-
ited by our correspondent 
across the state on during 
the week, except at a filling 
station located at Tarzan, 
near Onitsha and Awka 

(name withheld) which was 
selling at N280 but with 
large queues of  vehicles and 
customers scrambling for the 
product.

As a consequence, the cost 
of  transportation and prices 
of  commodities has sharply 
increased in the state.

This is just as travelers 
going to other parts of  the 
South-East for the New Year 
celebration were made to 
pay as high as over 300 per 
cent in transportation fare.

Movements in and around 
Anambra were also affected 
as tricycle and shuttle buses 
increased their fares astro-

nomically.
It was gathered that fares 

for intra-city shuttle and 
tricycle had increased by 
as much as 300 per cent as 
transporters now collect 
N300 for distances that cost 
N100, as commuters and 
commercial transport opera-
tors engage in hot arguments 
and quarrels.

For instance, a journey 
from Onitsha to Awka, 
which used to be N500, was 
increased to N1,500 Upper 
Iweka to the Main Market, 
Upper Iweka to Holy Trin-
ity and others, which were 
formerly N100 went up to 
N300.

Our correspondent who 
went round major cities of  
Onitsha, Nnewi, Awka, Ek-
wulobia, during the New 
year observed that motorists 
in the town expressed con-
cern that the price of  petrol 
had continued to rise with-
out anybody coming to their 
rescue.

They accused marketers of  
arbitrarily hiking prices be-
cause of  the Christmas and 
New Year celebrations.

A traveller, identified as 
Kingsley, who lives in Onit-
sha but travelling to Abakali-
ki in Ebonyi State, lamented 
that the increase in trans-
port fare had put additional 

burden on the travellers and 
household items. Another 
resident in Awka who have 
his name as Madam Nkechi, 
maintained that she could 
not travel with her entire 
family of  eight due to high 
cost in fuel price, rather her 
husband with the first and 
second daughter had to em-
bark on the journey to Imo 
state for Christmas. 

They called on the Federal 
Government to intervene in 
the petrol price issue and save 
the masses from unbearable 
hardship.

Another traveler and a trad -
er in Nnewi, Mr. James Udo, 
who described the situation 
as very pathetic, blamed it on 
the greed and opportunistic 
nature of  transport operators 
who see the Yuletide as a pe-
riod to amass wealth.

In his response, a commer-
cial driver with the Star Sun-
ny Motors in Onitsha, Mr. 
Goddy Ikem, justified their 
actions, insisting that trans-
port operators were now buy-
ing PMS at a very high price 
which has adversely affected 
their returns.

Ikem, in charge of  An-
ambra, Ebonyi and Enugu 
states, said, “It is not our 
problem; the price we are 
charging is reflective of  the 
high cost of  buying petrol.

 “This is even affecting us 
the more, but we have to re-
main in business to service 
our people, especially during 
this Yuletide period.

 “The high amount we buy 
petrol now is even affecting 
our returns and our profits 
have dropped by about 50 per 
cent, commuters should un-
derstand our plight too and 
know that it is not our fault.”

Meanwhile, Anambra Civ-
il Society Network ACSON-
ET a foremost Citizens and 
Non State Actors stakehold-
ers group has kicked against 
the current hike in prices of  
petroleum products, and de-
mands prompt intervention 
by government through the 
regulatory bodies to avoid 

imminent social and eco-
nomic crisis.

Leader of  the group, 
Prince Chris Azor, in a Save 
Our Souls (SOS) statement, 
decried the excruciating 
pains/hardship citizens espe-
cially, commuters are passing 
through during this festive 
period. “This is unaccept-
able as concerned authorities 
seem to be aloof  at the suffer-
ing of  the masses” he said.

“Relevant Authorities 
should wade into this matter 
to avert imminent resistance 
by frustrated citizens. Right 
now our people who visited 
home are finding it very dif-
ficult to go back due the high 
cost of  transportation and 
other commodities. This is 
an obvious existential threat” 
he continued.

The Media has been awash 
with unpleasant headline re-
ports of  escalating prices of  
petroleum products across 
the nation, with particular 
attention to Anambra State. 
One report monitored by ob-
servers said that the product 
was being sold for between 
N300 and N400 in Onitsha/
Awka areas of  the State, a 
development that has made 
residents apprehensive, won-
dering what the cost of  liv-
ing would look like this year 
2023.

This would definitely have 
a ripple effect on the cost of  
transportation, food items, 
building materials, and other 
essential commodities and 
goods and services, generally. 
They remarked.

A regulator, Nigerian 
Midstream and Down-
stream Regulatory Author-
ity (NMDPRA) yesterday 
vowed to revoke the licenses 
of  petrol marketers selling 
above the controlled prices 
as well as those hoarding the 
product in their depots, say-
ing that the sector is not yet 
deregulated, and that the na-
tion still had at least 30-day 
sufficiency, 

Independent Petroleum 
Marketers Association of  
Nigeria (IPMAN), has also, 
decried the inability of  Nige-
rian Midstream and Down-
stream Petroleum Regulato-
ry Authority (NMDPRA) to 
monitor prices of  Premium 
Motor Spirit (PMS) across 
the country. 

They blamed the activities 
of  unscrupulous middle-
men in the distribution and 
marketing of  petrol, for the 
perennial scarcity and arbi-
trary increase in pump prices 
across the country, a situ-
ation it described as “pure 
fraud and corruption of  the 
highest order.”

Whatever the issues are, re-
sponsible authorities should 
promptly, come up with strat -
egies to end this avoidable 
debilitating situation.

Customs appoints 3 ACGs, promotes 
1,490 senior officers

I
n line with its resolve to 
reward hard work and 
dedication, the Board 

of  the Nigeria Customs 
Services, has approved the 
appointment of  three Assis-
tant Comptrollers General 
(ACGs),and the promotion 
of  1,490 senior officers of  
general duty and support 
staff  to various ranks with 
effect from 1st January, 2022.

A breakdown of  the ap-
pointments are: ACG Greg 
Itotoh, ACG Festus Okun, 
and ACG Shuaibu Ibrahim.

Some of  the newly pro-
moted Comptrollers, are: the 
Customs National PRO, Timi 

Bomodi, Musa Omale, Zan-
na Chiroma, Stanley Nwank-
wo, Ajibola Odusanya, Paul 
Ekpenyong, Abubakar Umar, 
Maureen Ajuzieogu, MO Be-
waji, among others.

Sixty-four Deputy Comp-
trollers (DCs) were promoted 
to Comptrollers of  Customs 
(CCs), while 128

Assistant Comptrollers 
(ACs), moved to Deputy 
Comptrollers (DCs),89 Chief  
Superintendent of  Customs 
(CSCs) moved to Assistant 
Comptrollers (ACs), while 
220 Superintendents of  Cus-
toms (SCs) moved to Chief  
Superintendent Customs 
(CSCs).

Man banished from Enugu community
over death of his brother's five children

 man identified as 

AU w a k w e 
Ugwuanyi, has been 

ban i shed  fo r  l i f e  f rom 
Umuela village, Ibagwa-Aka 
community in Igbo-Eze 
South Local Government 
Area of  Enugu State after he 
wa s  a c c u s e d  o f  b e i n g 
responsible for many deaths 
in his family.

 On Tuesday, January 3, 
2022, the villagers who sang 
mourning songs, carried 
palm fronds as well as a mock 
coffin to the doorstep of  
Uwakwe.

They alleged that within 
the last two years, no fewer 
than five youths had died in 
his family.

 One Bright King, in 
Facebook posts, claimed that 
the man killed five of  his 
brother's children.

 a village source said that 
when people died in the 
family, the suspect always 
volunteered to go to the 
diviners for fact-finding.

 Upon his return, the 
source continued, he would 
always inform the villagers 
that his late elder brother was 
responsible for the deaths.

 But, things seemed to 
have gotten out of  hand when 
another youth died in the 
f a m i ly  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t 
Yuletide season.

 The development forced 
the youths of  the village to go 
to another diviner to know 
the cause of  the deaths.

 A family member, who 
preferred anonymity said: 

r e s h  f a c t s  h a v e Femerged on the attack 
on OCDA General 

Manager Francis Chukwu 
by some unknown gunmen.

Engr.  Chukwu was 
attacked at Isinweke in Ihitte 
Uboma while returning from 
a function. At that time it 
was reported that no life was 
lost.

However a source very 
close to the GM told our 
correspondent that one 
police officer Augustine 
Onyeneke lost his life in the 
attack while three others 
were injured and are still 

“Our brothers and sisters 
have been dying for a long 
time now. Anytime you want 
to go and search for what is 
happening to our family, Mr. 
Uwakwe will say he will do 
that for us,”

“When he comes back 
from the search he will tell 
you that his late brother, who 
i s  h i s  e l d e r  b r o the r  i s 

receiving treatment.
According to the source 

Augustine who hails from 
Imo state was buried last 
Wednesday.

The source also said that 
few days before the OCDA 
boss was attacked one of  his 
aides received a text message 
warning him not to come 
near Okigwe axis but he kept 
it  to himself  until l  the 
attacked occurred.

According to the source 
Francis Chukwu who was 
attacked on December 22 
last year is yet to recover 
from the incident two weeks 
after the attack.

responsible for the death of  
the children; that his late 
elder brother had a problem 
with the gods; that the gods 
are the ones responsible for 
taking the life of  the children.

“So, when we brought 
home what we saw, the entire 
village took a decision that he 
b e  b a n i s h e d  f r o m  o u r 
community.

Police officer killed in
attack on OCDA GM,
laid to rest

Nze/Elder Everest Uzodinma and Lolo Ezinne Helen Uwadilachi Nwadimuko during their wedding anniversary 
and golden jubilee celebration held at Onicha, Obizi in Ezinihitte Mbaise LGA, Imo State on Wednesday.
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SPORTS
EPL: Nottingham Forest will keep fighting to avoid relegation — Awoniyi

aiwo Awoniyi says TNottingham Forest 
will take inspiration 

from Wednesday night's away 
win against Southampton as 
they look to push up the 
Premier League table.

S t e v e  C o o p e r ' s  s i d e 
defeated Southampton 1-0 at 
the St Mary's Stadium with 
Awoniyi netting the decisive 

ayne Rooney is on 

WEverton's shortlist 
to replace under-

fire manager Frank Lampard 
who is facing an increasingly 
difficult battle to save his job.

The Chelsea legend's 
career is hanging by a thread 
after his team were booed off  
on Tuesday night following a 
harrowing 4-1 defeat at home 
against Brighton.

W h i l e  m o s t  o f  t h e 
Goodison Park faithful's ire 
had been directed at the board, 
Lampard's position hangs by a 
thread with his ramshackle 
side facing a second successive 
season fighting to preserve its 
Premier League status.

D e f e a t  a g a i n s t 
Manchester United in the FA 
Cup on Friday night would 
likely spell the end of  a 
difficult 12-month spell on 
Merseyside.

E ve r t o n ' s  b o a r d  a r e 
already lining up potential 
replacements for Lampard 
with his former England 
teammate, Rooney high on 
their wanted list.

The current DC United 
m a n a g e r  s p u r n e d  t h e 
oppor tunity to make an 
emotional return to his former 
club a year ago when Everton 
were searching for Rafa 
Benitez's successor but may 
now feel the time is right to 
take a first managerial job in 
England.

Former Burnley manager, 
Sean Dyche, out of  work since 
he was ruthlessly sacked by 
the Clarets last season, is also 
among the favourites to 
replace Lampard,  while 
Rober to  Mar t inez ,  who 
managed the Toffees for three 
years between 2013 and 2016, 
is also under consideration 
after he left the Belgium 
national team following their 

World Cup group stage exit.
Lampard is hoping to 

strengthen his squad during 
the January window but 

rench Ligue 1 club FC FL o r i e n t  w a n t  2 5 
Million Euros, which 

is more than thrice what they 
paid for the striker three years 
ago and far in excess of  his 
transfer market value.

Mof f i ,  23 ,  i s  a  top 
transfer target in this transfer 
window after he banged 10 
goals in 16 appearances in the 
French top flight this season.

He is also now a full 
international with three goals 
in nine games since his debut 
i n  J u n e  2 0 2 1  a g a i n s t 
Cameroon.

“The club wants between 
20 and 25 Million Euros, a 
dependable football official 

suffered a blow on Wednesday 
when a loan move for Aston 
Villa's Danny Ings, who 
scored in last night's 1-1 draw 

told scorenigeria.com.ng.
“But in the end the 

market forces will determine 
just how much he eventually 
goes for”.

The key in this story is 
that Lorient are open to 
selling him after they turned 
down “very tempting bids” 
last season for the star striker 
as his goals kept them afloat 
in Ligue 1.

Moffi has 18 months left 
on his contract and many 
experts believe it won't be a 
bad time for Lorient to cash in 
on their prized asset.

His transfer market value 
is put at 15 Million Euros.

T r o u b l e d  P r e m i e r 
League club Southampton 
lead a growing list of  clubs 
across Europe who are keen 
to sign Moffi.

His style of  speed and 
power will suit the Premier 
L e a g u e,  w h e r e  i t  w a s 
gathered several other clubs 
have indicated interest.

against Wolves, was turned 
down.

Speaking after the defeat 
against Brighton, meanwhile, 
Lampard insisted he remained 
confident he could still turn 
the Everton ship around.

He said: 'It was very 
disappointing, even in the first 
half, I would say. [It was] a 
mistake from us for their goal, 
but I think general play was 
pretty even, we had our 
chances.

'But then three goals in six 
minutes, defensive mistakes 
from us and that finishes the 
game.

'We're all in it together, so 
it's not a question of  anger. 
We're disappointed, we want 
to win games.

ristiano Ronaldo has 

Csplit with his long-
t ime agent  Jorge 

M e n d e s  f o l l o w i n g  a 
disagreement which led to 
his Manchester United exit, 
according to repor ts in 
Portugal.

Mendes has represented 
Ronaldo since his £12.2 
million move from Sporting 
CP to United in 2003 and has 
stayed with the five-time 
B a l l o n  d ' O r  w i n n e r 
throughout his glittering 
career.

However, Portuguese 
newspaper Publico reports 
that Ronaldo severed ties 
with Mendes in November, 
which coincided with his 
swift departure at United.

The report claims that 
M e n d e s  w a s  a g a i n s t 
Ronaldo's decision to take 

part in a lengthy interview 
wi th  P i e r s  Morgan  on 
T a l k T V  i n  w h i c h  h e 
slammed United's hierarchy 
and manager Erik ten Hag.

It 's  understood that 
M e n d e s  s p e n t  m o n t h s 
attempting to find another 
team in Europe for Ronaldo 
and knew that his stinging 
interview would prematurely 
end his second stint at Old 
Trafford.

It's also claimed that 
Mendes had disagreed with 
Ronaldo over his career 
trajectory for some time as 
the 37-year-old has remained 
adamant that he can still 
perform for a top Champions 
League club.

Publico reports that 
Ronaldo has now entrusted 
Ricardo Regufe, who initially 
worked as a representative 

for Nike in Portugal before he 
became a full-time member 
of  Ronaldo's entourage.

Mendes initially brought 
A l - N a s s r ' s  i n t e r e s t  t o 
Ronaldo in November but 
the 37-year-old is said to have 
instructed Regufe to contact 
the Saudi Arabian club 
f o l l o w i n g  P o r t u g a l ' s 
elimination from the World 
Cup.

goal in the first half  of  the 
encounter.

The Reds moved out of  the 
relegation zone after following 
the win at the south coast.

With games coming thick 
and fast now after the World 
Cup break, Awoniyi believes 
the win will serve as an 
inspiration for the team in the 
relegation fight.

“We've been looking for 
this for a long time and the 
gaffer was saying to us that we 
have to improve our away form 
and we're happy to have the 
three points,” Awoniyi told the 
club's official website.

“You have to work hard in 
every game in the Premier 
League and you'll see the 
results if  you keep going and 

keep fighting.
“We're still in the process 

of  becoming the team we want 
to be and we can't stop now 
we're out of  the bottom three. 
We have to keep going, keep 
believing and fight for each 
other.

Nottingham Forest will 
next face Blackpool in the 
Emirates FA Cup on Saturday.

Wayne Rooney could replace Lampard at Everton

Ronaldo splits with agent Jorge
Mendes after disagreement 

Ligue 1: 
FC Lorient
demand 25m
Euros for
Moffi's transfer

How long should you wait before
having another round?

Different types of people looking
for love in 2023


