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News

Ihedioha accuses Uzodimma of subjecting 
Imo to serious financial debt 

Ebonyi APGA appoints Okporie, Otu as Odoh’s 
Campaign DG, Media Director
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Ebonyi State Chap-
ter of  the All Progres-
sives Grand Alliance, 

APGA has named Hon. 
Samuel Agwu Okporie as it’s 
Campaign Director General.

The Party has Professor 
Benard Ifeanyi Odoh as it’s 
Governorship candidate and 
Dr Nkata Chuku, deputy 
governorship candidate.

Conveying the decision 
in a letter of  appointment 
endorsed by the campaign’s 
Secretariat and made availa-
ble to the media on behalf  of  
the Governorship candidate, 
and his Deputy, the council 

stated that the role of  Ok-
porie among other terms of  
reference is to spearhead and 
coordinate the campaign ac-
tivities of  the the campaign 
council otherwise known as 
Odohzia Campaign Organ-
isation for the 2023 general 
elections.

Okporie hails from Amoso 
Edda in Afikpo South L.G.A 
of  Ebonyi state is a lawyer by 
profession.

He holds a Bachelor of  
Technology in Chemical/
Petrochemical Engineering 
from the then Rivers State 
University of  Science and 
Technology, Port Harcourt, 
now Rivers State University. 
He acquired Bachelor of  Law  

from the same institution and 
thereafter proceeded to the 
Nigerian Law school, Enugu 
Campus where he was called 
to Nigerian Bar. 

He has been engaged in 
private legal practice for over 
a decade and is presently the 
Principal Partner in Samfrek 
Attorneys of  S. A.Okporie 
and company.  

An astute politician, a com-
munity leader and top lawyer 
with vast experience in liti-
gation, particularly in politi-
cal and land matters, Okorie 
has demonstrated capacity 
in handling and successful-
ly managing diverse assign-
ments in and out of  the polit-
ical circles.

A
bout 159 Nigerians 
renounced their 
citizenship in 2022, 

the Permanent Secretary 
of  the Federal Ministry of  
Interior Dr Shuaib Belgore 
has stated.

Belgore disclosed this at 
the Presidential Villa, Abu-
ja when he accompanied 
the Minister of  Interior, 
Ogbeni Rauf  Aregbesola, 
who was a guest on the 
weekly Ministerial Briefing, 
hosted by the Presidential 
Communication Team.

According to Belgore, 
150 Nigerians renounced 
their citizenship between 
2006 to 2021.

Aregbesola said the mas-
sive exodus of  Nigerians in 
search of  greener pastures 
is fueling high demands for 
passports.

According to him, the 
Nigeria Immigration Ser-
vice processed and issued at 
least 9.31 million passports 
from 2015 to 2022.

He disclosed that in 2022, 
the Immigration Service is-
sued the highest number of  
passport booklets totaling 
1,899,683 in over seven 
years.

The breakdown showed 
that in 2015, 2016 and 2017, 

the service processed and 
issued 941,995, 1,035,668 
and 1,136,855 passports re-
spectively.

In 2018, 2019 and 2020, 
it processed 1,242,953 and 
780,047 passports respec-
tively. While 1,056,422 and 
1,899,683 passports were 
processed and issued in 
2021 and 2022, respectively.

By Ikenna Orioha

A
s hardship and inse-
curity debilitate cit-
izens of  Imo State, 

the former Governor of  the 
state, Rt. Hon. Emeka Ihedi-
oha, has accused Governor 
Hope Uzodimma of  subject-
ing the state to serious finan-
cial debt which he regretted 
may be very difficult to repay 
by subsequent governments.

Ihedioha alleged that 
Uzodimma is incapable of  
governing Imo State hence 
he could not viably create 
admissible grounds for rich 
economic generation, saying 
it is unimaginable for a state 
like Imo to borrow money to 
finance projects, wondering 
what he does with the re-
sources of  the state since he 
became governor.

He disclosed this while 
addressing members of  PDP 
during a presidential rally 
held on Wednesday at the 
All Saints Anglican Church 
Field Egbu, Owerri North 
Local Government Area of  
Imo State.

Ihedioha observed with 
dismay that since Uzodim-
ma was declared governor 
by the Supreme Court Imo 
citizens have been groaning 
in abject poverty and suffer-
ing due to what he termed 
ineptness and mal- admin-

istration, harping that state 
and local government allo-
cations are being punitively 
squandered and frivolously 
spent by the shared prosper-
ity regime.

The Chairman of  PDP 
Presidential Campaign 
Council boasted that PDP is 
the only party that can deliv-
er Nigeria from political and 
economic mess where APC 
has plunged it as PDP is sol-
idly positioned in Imo State 
and fully prepared to elect all 
its candidates.

“Senator Rochas Okoro-
cha’s administration was 20 
times better than Senator 
Hope Uzodimma’s regime 
because Imo State’s finan-
cial debt is unimaginable. 
He borrows money to do 
projects, but syphons and 
misappropriates the finances 
of  the local and the state gov-
ernments for his reelection 
while his subjects suffer un-
told hardship and insecurity. 
PDP is fully prepared to take 
Imo State back, to rebuild it, 
to wipe out hunger, suffer-
ing, vulnerability and inse-
curity. Of  course, Imo PDP 
has not recovered from the 
shock of  the January 2020 
Supreme Court judgment 
that brought in an anti dem-
ocratic element to power”, 
he said.

While appealing to Imo 

electorate to vote wisely and 
massively for the PDP Pres-
idential Candidate, Alhaji 
Atiku Abubakar, to enable 
him become President of  
Nigeria in 2023 to recover 
the country from ruins, the 
former Deputy Speaker of  
House of  Representatives, 
harped that Imo will gain a 
lot if  Atiku wins the poll.

In his word, the State 
Chairman of  PDP, Engr. 
Charles Ugwu, stressed that 
PDP is ready to participate 
in the forthcoming election 

as he urged PDP members, 
the entire indigenes and res-
idents of  Owerri Zone to 
get their PVCs and cast their 
votes for the party to better 
their living.

In his submission, the Ow-
erri North LGA PDP Presi-
dential Campaign Council 
Chairman, Hon. Emeka 
Chukwueke, reechoed that 
“PDP is the only party that 
can deliver Nigeria from po-
litical and economic mess 
APC left it. PDP is strongly 
united in Imo State and com-

2023: Tinubu storms Anambra, makes 
strong demands on South East
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he presidential candi-
date of  the All Pro-
gressive Congress 

(APC) Ahmed Bola Tinubu, 
has warned people of  the 
Southeast not to repeat the 
2015, 2019 anti-APC voting 
in 2023.  

Tinubu was quoted as 
making the plea on Tuesday, 
January 24, while address-
ing newsmen in Awka, An-
ambra state, during his cam-
paign tour of  the state.

Represented by his son, 
Barr. Seyi Tinubu, the APC 
standard bearer called on 
people of  the Southeast 
zone not to vote against the 
party in 2023, as they did 
in 2015 and 2019, when 
they supported the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP), 
and ended up losing out in 
the central government.

Tinubu, who had earlier 
paid a courtesy call on Gov-
ernor Chukwuma Soludo,, 
explained that his visit was 
to strike deal with stakehold-
ers and youths in the state as 
it concerned the presidential 

election, and to solicit the 
support of  the Southeast 
people.

He expressed immense 
gratitude to   the people of  
the state for the warm re-
ception given to him, espe-
cially for the chieftain title 
of   Nwannedinamba (great 
brother in diaspora) con-
ferred on him by the tradi-
tional ruler of  Mbaukwu in 
Awka South local govern-
ment area, Igwe Peter Anug-
wa; begging that Ndigbo 
should not fail to lend their 
support in 2023.    

According to him, a prop-
er evaluation of  the presi-
dential candidates is nec-
essary, given that Nigeria’s 
future is not one to be toyed 
with.

The APC Youth Lead-
er in the state, Mr. Jideofor  
Ejimofor, described Ahmed 
Tinubu  as the best presiden-
tial candidate in the 2023 
race; stressing that this is the 
best time to get it right in the 
country.  

Ejimofor noted that the 
APC presidential candidate 
remained the best of  all the 
contenders, observing that 

comparatively, Tinubu  out-
shines his contemporaries; 
even as he said that the APC 
presidential candidate has 
better agenda for Nigerian 
youths. He also urged Ndig-
bo not to repeat the mistake 
of  voting against APC, and 
end up with little or nothing 
at the centre.

mitted to elect all its candi-
dates”.

Thanking the members for 
contributing effectively to the 
formidability of  the party in 
the state, Chukwueke noted 
that PDP has campaigned 
vigorously in both grassroot, 
LGAs and state levels, add-
ing that Owerri North PDP 
is intact and strong.

Reassuring the people of  
better days ahead, the PDP 
candidate for Owerri Fed-
eral Constituency and Rep 
Member, Hon. Ikenna Elez-

ieanya, enumerated that he 
has done human oriented 
projects in all communities 
in Owerri Federal Constit-
uency and promised to do 
more if  he is reelected in the 
2023 election. “Vote PDP to 
experience positive change 
in the state. My projects en-
dear me to my constituents 
who have vowed to reelect 
me”.

Just as Member representing
Owerri North State Con-

stituency, Hon. Philip Eji-
ogu and candidate of  PDP 
added that the party is well 
positioned to win the poll.

“And if  I’m re-elected I 
would consolidate goodies 
for my people. Am sure I’m 
going to give them quality 
and fair  representation. I 
had done well so far and 
such feat is improving edu-
cation, the economy of  the 
state.  Salaries and pensions 
have been paid. All this hap-
pened under Emeka Ihedio-
ha’s regime. But today, Imo 
is in economic ruins”, Ejioju 
maintained.

Cholera kills 5 in Abia, 30 
hospitalized
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

F
ive indigenes of  Amao-
gwugwu community 
in Ohuhu, Umuahia 

North LGA of  Abia State 
have been confirmed dead in 
a cholera outbreak.
  The disease which swept 
through the entire villages of  
Amaogwugwu, was caused 
by polluted stream in the 
community, known as Ikwu 
River. Two out of  the five 
dead victims came from the 
same family.
   The incident has so far been 
confirmed by Abia State gov-
ernment through the Com-
missioner for health, Dr Joe 
Osuji and officials of  World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
who have also visited the riv-
er and  some of  the victims. 
 A community source told 
News Echo that trouble 
started on Friday when three 
persons died same day in the 
community after suffering 
from excessive stooling and 
vomiting.
   According to the commu-
nity source, not long after the 
news of  the strange deaths, 
two more people gave up 
the ghost in other families, 
increasing the number of  the 
dead to five.
   The source added that 
about thirty persons were 
rushed to different hospi-
tals and community health 
center in Ohuhu for medical 
attention.
   He recalled that because of  

scarcity of  water in Amaog-
wugwu, natives only source 
their water from the Ikwu 
River and also depend on the 
river for washing of  wares, 
fermenting while some per-
sons allegedly dumped their 
waste products into the river, 
which in returned, caused the 
pollution.
    A trip to the community by 
this correspondent showed a 
village in total sorrow.
   Speaking to News Echo, the 
President-General of  Amao-
gwugwu,  Chief  Kelechi 
Uwaoma lamented that his 
village has been thrown into 
sorrow and confusion.
  He pointed out that the wa-
ter scarcity has been a major 
problem to his people for hun-
dreds of  years as it is always 
hard to sink water boreholes 
in the land because of  bed-
rock, meaning that his people 
relied only on the Ikwu River 
or mobile water suppliers.
    Uwaoma appealed for help 
from Abia State government, 
churches, corporate organisa-
tions and notable individuals 
to assist the families of  the 
victims .
  He further described the in-
cident as shocking and pain-
ful. News Echo gathered that 
the ongoing doctors’ strike in 
Abia compounded the chol-
era spread as many victims 
who were rushed to govern-
ment owned hospitals, in-
cluding the Federal Medical 
Centre (FMC) were not given 
needed attention as the doc-
tors are still on strike.
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2023: Onyeagucha, Elezieanya,
Ejiogu pledge purposeful
representation
By Ikenna Orioha

T
he Senatorial, House 
of  Representatives and 
Imo Assembly candi-

dates of  the People’s Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP) in the 
forthcoming elections, Barr. 
Uche Onyeagucha, Hon. 
Ikenna Elezieanya and Hon. 
Philip Ejiogu, have pledged 
to render purposeful rep-
resentation to meet the needs 
and aspirations of  their peo-
ple if  they emerge.

They made the promise 
when they separately ad-
dressed their people during 
the PDP Presidential rally 
held on Wednesday at Egbu, 
Owerri North.

They urged their people 
to support them and vote for 
them as they will not disap-
point them if  they are elected, 
maintaining that voting the 
PDP in all seats means voting 
for peace, comfort and secu-
rity.

Speaking, Onyeagucha 
said Owerri Senatorial Zone 
deserves a responsible, a prag-
matic and a fearless person 
like him who will go to the 
Senate to fight for the rights 
of  the people and bring good-
ies home to advance their 
lives positively.

“I’m sure of  winning the 
Senate election. Owerri Zone 
will be good and I will not 
disappoint the people. Vote all 
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candidates of  PDP in the elec-
tions so that you are liberated 
from poverty and insecurity”, 
Onyeagucha maintained.

With Hon. Ikenna Elez-
ieanya, stating that he has 
done human oriented pro-
jects in all communities in 
Owerri Federal Constituency 
and promised to do more if  
he is reelected.

“Vote for PDP to experi-
ence positive change. My pro-
jects speak volume and such 
endear me to Owerri people”.

While Hon. Philip Ejiogu, 
affirmed that the party is well 
positioned to win the poll in 
2023 and beyond. “If  I’m 
reelected I would consolidate 
good and fair representation 

of  my people. I’m sure I’m 
going to win the election to 
give Owerri North quality 
representation. I had done 
well so far and such feat is en-
hancing education and econ-
omy of  the state as salaries 
and pensions have been paid.

All this happened under 
Emeka Ihedioha led regime. I 
supported Ihedioha and never 
left the PDP because money 
does not move me. 

Though I suffered a lot of  
humiliations at the House of  
Assembly, yes, I have done 
meaningful projects and the 
people of  Owerri North are 
happy with my good rep-
resentation which I will firm-
ly enliven.”

Atiku during the Presidential campaign rally in Abakaliki.

Nigerian fake Immigration 
Consultant in Canada convicted
for falsifying documents

A 
Winnipeg man who 
falsified bank records 
and other documents 

to help would-be immigrants 
secure entry to Canada has 
been sentenced to two years 
of  house arrest.
Chinenye Alozie, 35, pleaded 
guilty to acting as an unau-
thorised immigration con-
sultant and misrepresenting 
or withholding facts on immi-
gration applications, offences 
under the Immigration and 
Refugee Protection Act.
  According to Winnipeg 
Free Press, a court heard the 
offences involved Alozie’s 
dealings with more than 60 
foreign nationals, most of  
them students, between 2014 
and 2019.
   Alozie came to the atten -
tion of  the Canadian Border 
Services Agency in late 2018 
following reports he had been 
advertising his services to for-
eign students online.
  Chinenye Alozie pleaded 
guilty to acting as an unau-
thorised immigration con-
sultant and misrepresenting 
or withholding facts on im-
migration applications. (Sup-
plied)
  Alozie “is not a licensed 
immigration consultant, nor 
is he a lawyer,” Crown attor-
ney Matthew Sinclair told 
provincial court Judge Stacy 
Cawley at a sentencing hear-
ing Tuesday. “He is not enti-
tled to represent people with 
respect to their applications.”
  A look into Alozie’s bank 
records found deposits of  
$90,000 in 2016 and $120,000 
in 2017 from people believed 
to be foreign nationals, Sin-
clair said. An investigation by 
Immigration, Refugees and 
Citizenship Canada found 
52 deposits were from people 
applying to come to Canada 
as temporary students, work-
ers or visitors.
   Records provided to the bor-
der services agency showed 
Alozie used his personal 
credit cards to pay the govern-
ment fees of  61 immigration 
applicants between 2014 and 

2018.
   A search of  Alozie’s home 
in June 2019 uncovered ev-
idence he aided 20 clients in 
producing false bank state-
ments for their immigration 
applications and “assisted in 
coming up with fictitious sto-
rylines or personal histories 
to increase the likelihood of  
(their) application being ap-
proved,” Sinclair said.
   Five of  Alozie’s clients were 
allowed entry to Canada on 
the strength of  their fraud-
ulent immigration applica-
tions, Sinclair said.
  Alozie, a Nigerian-born fa-
ther of  four, owns a restau-
rant and earned a master’s 
degree in mechanical engi-
neering at the University of  
Manitoba in 2015.
  It was while at university 
that Alozie was contacted 
by several Winnipeg schools 
“and essentially asked to 
help recruit students to at-
tend school in the city, said 
defence lawyer Marc Zurbu-
chen.
   “I got caught up with a lot 
of  pressure to make people 
succeed… and achieve their 
goals,” Alozie told court.       
   “Initially, I was just help -
ing my classmates, but when 
I successfully helped them, 
then they told their friends 
and their brothers and the 
pressure started to build up.”
   Alozie’s sentence, which 
included a $29,000 fine, was 
jointly recommended by the 
Crown and defence. Cawley 
said the sentence was appro-
priate, but told Alozie it was 
important that he acknowl-
edge his actions weren’t 
wholly altruistic.
   “You were benefiting fi -
nancially from this, it wasn’t 
just good intentions,” Caw-
ley said. “What you did was 
motivated at least in part by 
greed.”
   Alozie agreed that was so.
In Canada, consultants must 
be a member of  the College 
of  Immigration and Citi-
zenship Consultants, which 
keeps an online registry of  
licensed professionals.

ICPC drags APC candidate, Abazu to Appeal Court 
over alleged bribery, corruption

T
he Independent Cor-
rupt Practices and 
Other Related Offenc-

es Commission, ICPC has 
dragged the APC candidate 
for the Ideato North and 
South Federal Constituency 
Mr Abazu Chika Benson to 
the Court of  Appeal sitting 
in Abuja over alleged brib-
ery and corruption leveled 
against him.

The Appeal seeks to upturn 
the no-case submission ruled 
in his favour recently by a 
Federal High Court.

In the Appeal No786/2019 
of  which all the records have 
now been transmitted to the 
Court of  Appeal, the ICPC 
is of  the strong belief  that its 
three grounds of  appeal are 
enough to upturn the High 
Court ruling and for Mr. 
Abazu Chika Benson to be 
convicted.

In a copy of  the six-count 
charge filed at the High Court 

and which was sighted by our 
correspondent, the ICPC al-
leged in count one that Abazu 
Chika Benson on 14th April, 
2014 while being a public of-
ficer asked for and received 
the sum of  N10,000,000 
from a contractor as gratifi-
cation thereby committing 
an offence contrary to Sec-
tion 10(a)(i) of  the ICPC Act 
which is punishable with im-
prisonment for 7 years. 

The contractor who al-
ready gave evidence testified 
that Mr. Abazu informed him 
that the N10,000,000 bribe 
was for the “First Lady.”

With the facts of  the appeal 
now made public, political 
stakeholders in Ideato are 
of  the view that Mr. Abazu 
was unelectable and that the 
appeal had made it easy for 
them to reach that conclu-
sion. 

Chief  Simon Osueke, a 
prominent Ideato leader said 

the people of  Ideato “can-
not walk into this fire with 
their eyes open and suffer the 
shame Okigwe North Fed-
eral Constituency suffered 
when their representative was 
arrested by EFCC for cor-
ruption-related offences and 
he died and left the people 
for a long time without any 
representation in the Green 
chamber.”

Other stakeholders across 
party lines also opined that 
in this season Nigerians will 
vote for credible candidates 
and not political parties con-
cluding that the appeal by the 
ICPC as contained in the 932 
page record of  appeal vindi-
cates their earlier held beliefs 
that Mr. Abazu was a person 
of  questionable character 
whose source of  wealth could 
not be ascertained.

The proof  of  evidence at-
tached by the ICPC further 
showed that while still a pub-

lic servant and against the 
code of  conduct for Public 
Officers, Mr. Abazu registered 
the Company Transtell Nige-
ria Limited through which he 
collected the bribes and was 
the sole signatory to the ac-
count of  the company.

In counts three and six, the 
anti-graft agency also alleged 
that Chika Abazu Benson 
also asked for and received of  
N4,000,000 and N3, 000,000 
respectively from the same 
contractor. 

It said the emboldened Chi-
ka Abazu even collected the 
last N3 million in his private 
account. The Commission 
further alleged that when 
the said contractor could not 
complete the N23 million 
bribe demanded of  him, Mr. 
Abazu who then was a Spe-
cial Assistant to the Director 
General used his office to 
arbitrarily terminate the con-
tract. 

U.S. drags Google to court over allegations 
of monopolising digital ads market

T
he U.S. Department 
of  Justice and eight 
states have filed an an-

titrust lawsuit against Goog-
le, accusing the company of  
monopolising the market for 
digital advertisements.

“We allege that Google 
has used anti-competitive, 
exclusionary and unlawful 
conduct to eliminate or se-
verely diminish any threat 
to its dominance over digital 
advertising technologies,” 
said the U.S. Attorney Gen-
eral Merrick Garland in an 
announcement on Tuesday.

To curtail Google’s mo-
nopoly over the digital 
sphere, the American govern-
ment prayed the U.S. District 
Court for the Eastern District 

of  Virginia to order the tech 
giant to sell some of  of  its 
digital advertising products.

“One industry behemoth, 
Google, has corrupted legit-
imate competition in the ad 
tech industry by engaging 
in a systematic campaign 
to seize control of  the wide 
swath of  high-tech tools used 
by publishers, advertisers, 
and brokers, to facilitate dig-
ital advertising,” the suit fur-
ther alleged.

The U.S. government ac-
cused Google of  linking 
technology tools such as 
publish ad server, advertiser 
ad network and ad exchange 
as a ploy to keep controlling 
the digital advertising mar-
ket.
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h e  F e d e r a l  g o ve r n m e n t  h a s Tannounced its approval of  three 
memos, National Duct One Policy, 

National Child Online Protection Policy and 
Strategy and Nigeria Data Protection Bill

The Minister of Communications and 
digital economy, Isa Pantami said, Council 
approved three memos, National Duct One 
Policy, National Child Online Protection 
Policy and Strategy and Nigeria Data 
Protection Bill.

He said the National Duct One Policy 
aims to institutionalise providing ducts 
during construction in Nigeria, at federal, 
state and even local government.

He said the policy came about after many 
stakeholder engagements with over 37 
institutions of government.

The minister said with the approval, by 
implication, during road construction, 
bridges, rail lines, seaports, stadium and all 
other important buildings, provision must be 
made for ducts, where at least any wire or 
a n y  g a d g e t  f o r  e l e c t r i c i t y  o r 
telecommunications or any service that is 
required will make use of that facility and lay 
their cables.

Patanmi said, “This is the global best 
practice today. Before construction, even 
during the conceptualisation, design and 
construction, there should be provision of 
ducts for road construction, bridges, rail 
lines, seaports, and any important building.

“Today, we have been confronted with a 
challenge that whenever we want to provide 
telecommunications infrastructure, in some 
cities and towns in Nigeria, a lot of damage is 
being done, either to our roads or to our 
facilities.

“Why? Because during the design and 
construction, no provision of any duct or 
pipeline where the fiber optics and other 
telecommunication gadgets will pass. It is 
because of this we organised stakeholder 
engagement, where we brought all the 
stakeholders including the Ministry of 
Works and Housing, where we all agreed 
that there is a need to institutionalise the 
p r ov i s i o n  o f  d u c t s  i n  d e s i g n  a n d 
construction.

“And there are so many benefits to be 
obtained from that. Number one, it allows 
shared infrastructure. Number two, it makes 
maintenance and repair much easier. If that 
is part of the design and construction, during 
maintenance, you don't need to damage any 
road or any important building.

That provision is sufficient and you will 
have a chamber where you will get access to 
all the facilities. It is because of this, we came 
up with this policy and in addition to that, it 
will also continue to make the price of 
broadband cheaper.

“However, it is very cheap. In Nigeria as 
at August 2019, based on the official report 
o f  t h e  N i g e r i a n  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Commission, one gigabyte of data, the price 

approximately was N1,200 but today the 
average price is N350. If you look at it, the 
reduction is even more than 60%.

“Because by laying fiber optics, a lot is 
being spent in doing that. When we try to 
reduce the price and the amount being spent 
in doing that, that is part of the cost of 
production. So it will automatically bring 
the cost of  production lower and by 
implication, all of us will even get broadband 
access at more affordable prices than what is 
being obtained today.”

On the National Child Online Protection 
Policy and Strategy, Pantami said it is meant 
to protect children from online content that 
could corrupt their innocence.

He said: “As we all know, there are many 
benefits of  going online. The world 
population reached 10 billion on the 15th 
November 2022. Today, we have around 6.3 
billion people online and by implication, 
among this number, you will discover many 
chi ldren.  They wil l  not  be  able  to 
differentiate between what is beneficial and 
what is harmful.

“According to the report  of  the 
International Telecommunication Union, 
even during COVID-19, more than one 
billion children were online, most of them 
for their studies, because schools were shut 
down. So, they switch to virtual learning 
only.

“ C h i l d r e n  w i l l  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o 
differentiate what is beneficial or what is 
harmful. And today, if you go online, you 
will discover that many things are coming 
into your device unsolicitedly. If you are at 
least matured, you will be able to avoid it but 
children would not be able to and that will 
definitely affect their innocence and will 
even affect them morally and otherwise.

“ I t  i s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  t h a t  t h e 
International Telecommunication Union, 
which is an arm of the United Nations, came 
up with a policy document for all its 193 
member countries. Nigeria is part and parcel 
of the International Telecommunication 
Union. The document has been titled: 
'keeping children safe in the digital 
environment, the importance of  our 
protection under empowerment.'

“In this document, all member countries 
have been urged to ensure they come up with 
a policy where children are going to be 
protected.

“In the UK today, they have a bill that is 
for online safety. Many countries are 
working on a similar document. It is because 
o f  t h i s,  we  o r ga n i s e d  s t a k e h o l d e r 
engagement, where we invited around 37 
institutions of government, because if you 
look at the challenge is not only one sector, 
but rather it is multi sectoral issue, Minister 
of  Information and Culture, National 
Broadcasting Commission (NBC) for 
example, national orientation agency, all of 
them have a role to play.
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Opinion

o r  d e c a d e s  a f t e r Findependence Nigeria 
w a s  r u l e d  b y  t h e 

military and like an abused 
wife, the citizenry gradually 
morphed into military lifestyle 
and linguistics. You hear 
common refrains like “I salute 
yo u  s i r ”  o r  mu c h  m o r e 
common, “I throway salute”.  
We also hear “all correct Sir”. 
If  you are owed money or 
someone offends you instead 
of  going to court, you seek the 
intervention of  police or army 
if  you have such connections. 
Around the globe Nigerians 
a re  the  loudes t  even  in 
common conversations. We 
imbibed the military culture 
unconsciously. We shout 
commands to our children, 
wives and family members. 
“Bolekaja” is the way to go in 
Lagos or most urban centers, 
no need for “gentlemanism”.  

I made these references to 
show how our  brand of  
democracy has been somehow 
militarized.  

Now, let ' s  s tretch the 
conversation because this 
mi l i tar y  incurs ion i s  an 
a lba t ros s  tha t  w i l l  t ake 
generations to remove if  a 
vibrant democracy is to be 
established. 

I n  e v e r y  a r m  o f  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  m o s t 
d e m o c r a t i c a l l y  e l e c t e d 
executives act as if  they are 
administrators. Everybody 
must “fall in line”. To run as a 
legislator, be it federal or state, 
you must have the blessing of  
your state Executive. You dare 
not think of  becoming a Local 
Government Area Chairman 
if  your governor has not 
blessed your intention, and of  
c o u r s e  y o u  k n o w  w h a t 
a c c o m p a n i e s  t h a t .  A n y 
attempt to go against his/her 
interest means your role as a 
legislator ends with the current 
t e n u r e  o r  i n t e n t i o n 
extinguished. So, when we 
expect the legislators to come 
up with an independent voice 
to advance true democracy. We 
see that it is almost impossible. 
The role of  the legislator in our 
present polity is simply to 
rubber stamp the interests of  
the executive especially if  the 
same par ty  contro ls  the 
executive and the legislature 
arms of  government.  It is even 
worse if  it is to the contrary. 

A case in point is the 
c u r r e n t  d e b a t e  o f  LG A 
autonomy that failed at the 
green chamber. Of  course the 
governors wouldn't allow it 
because that is their piggy 
bank.  The governors not only 
decide what happens in their 
states, they also decide what 
happens in Abuja through the 
legislature. So the clamour for 
restructuring, be it the security 
s e c t o r ,  e c o n o m y  o r 
streamlined government, with 
all tiers functioning at their 
best, a real battle lies ahead, 
and it is with a hydra headed 
monster. 

If  our prayers come true, 
that “a new Nigeria is birthed 
c o m e  M a y  2 0 2 3 ,  t h e 
government would need the 
people to literally go into 
revolution mode for effective 
governance. The people will be 
required to mobilize against 
anyone who fails to allow the 
kind of  independence and 
autonomy required to bring a 
true democracy as promised. 
Our legislators will begin to 
learn that they are not the 
executive arm so they cannot 
be promising litany of  projects 
if  elected. Their focus will be 
crafting good laws to protect 
o u r  d e m o c r a c y  a n d 
consequently the people. Their 
community a l lowance is 
insufficient to build roads and 

industries as their campaigns 
promise. They are expected to 
open offices in their LGA's 
where issues concerning the 
citizens are addressed. Today 
there is no face of  government 
to interact with the citizens as 
p r a c t i c e d  i n  d e ve l o p e d 
democracies.  Legislators will 
no longer live at the capital city 
and come home once in a 
w h i l e  t o  s e t t l e  t h e i r 
“Godfathers” in order to be 
nominated again. Only then 
will true democracy deepen. 
Through genuine debate and 
a l i g n m e n t  t h a t  a t t r a c t 
infrastructures and build the 
type of  alliance that sustains 
fr iendships and unity.  A 
bonding necessary to “walk 
across the aisle” and make 
good deals  happen.   As 
Thomas Madison once said, 
“No man can be a competent 
legislator who does not add to 
an upright intention and a 
sound judgement a certain 
degree of  knowledge of  the 
subject on which he/she is to 
legislate. “ We will then look 
for people who understands 
l a w  m a k i n g  a n d  n o t 
grandstanding.  The role of  the 
Judiciary becomes even more 
important as an honest arbiter. 
The RULE OF LAW becomes 
inviolable, and the minority, 
even when they may not have 
their way, can have their say, 

and through the  cour ts, 
impunity can be stopped. How 
can this happen? 

The road to this dream lies 
with President Muhammad 
Buhari. Why? 

 I  t r u ly  b e l i e ve  t h a t 
President Buhari is an honest 
m a n  w h o  c a m e  i n t o 
government intending to do 
w e l l  b u t  t h e  s y s t e m 
overwhelmed him because of  
the “bed fellows” he had in 
order to construct a winning 
coalition. Like Wike would say 
“Agreement is Agreement. 
Yet, he has a chance to make 
his mark, after all it is his name 
that history will remember. 

Having benefited from the 
a l t r u i s m  o f  G o o d l u c k 
Jonathan, the greatest addition 
he will make to our democracy 
is to ensure that the current one 
is free and fair. Jonathan rose 
above party politics, avoided 
the potential bloodshed had he 
fought back to remain in 
power. As a true patriot who 
has shed blood for the peace of  
t h i s  n a t i o n ,  P r e s i d e n t 
Mohammad Buhari should 
ensure that the same dividend 
Jonathan extended to him is 
equally extended to the new 
administration. His body 
language has shown where his 
Heart is, and he has not been 
shy about it. He has informed 
N i ge r i a n s  t o  vo t e  t h e i r 

conscience that will be his 
greatest achievement. It will 
translate to sustaining true 
democracy. 

So, as we pray for a New 
Nigeria, let's be ready to 
support that administration by 
rising in Defence of  the ideal. 
By mobilizing to be part of  an 
emerging administrat ion 
without structure, by showing 
what citizens structure looks 
like. By really dismantling the 
structure of  favoritism and 
cronyism, by reading the riot 
act to the legislators to do the 
r i g h t  t h i n g .  A  n e w 
government, in a New Nigeria 
without a legislative house, 
C A N N O T  d e l i v e r  t h e 
E ldorado  we  have  been 
clamoring.  We have to stand 
with the new President as an 
army of  vanguards willing to 
FIGHT for what we believe in.  
The current mobilization for 
campaign will be a child's play 
compared to what we may 
need to do to guarantee true 
democracy with dividends for 
the people, not a select few. 
Let's begin the sensitization, 
indeed a new Nigeria is 
poss ib le  i f  on ly  we  can 
maintain it. 

Basil Njoku is a Nigerian 
professional residing in USA.
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e n ya n - f o u n d e d Kbeauty company, 
Uncover launched 

in Nigeria on Tuesday, 
January, 18th 2023.

The event was hosted by 
Mimi  Onala ja  w i th  a 
number of  beauty industry 
experts, beauty enthusiasts 
a n d  i n f l u e n c e r s  i n 
attendance.

The  br i l l iant  pane l 
discussion featured talking 
about the beauty industry 

themselves.
Ja d e  O y a t e r u  a n d 

Sneha Mehta
Jade looked amazing in 

shorts and organza top, 
Sneha also looked beautiful 
in a pink scuba outfit.

Nicole Chikwe
Nicole wore a blue 

three-piece. A crop top, skirt 
and a jacket, loved to see it.

Eki Ogunbor
Eki was chic and fun, in 

wide pants and an organza 

jacket.
Onyeka Michael
A knit gown is always a 

good way to go, and she 
looked absolutely stunning 
in hers.

Smooth Allysyn
Allysyn looked very 

Gen Z in a knitted top and 
black boots.

Ruby Okezie
Ruby wore a pink two-

piece, mini skirt and a 
jacket, very beautiful.

and how it is addressing 
wellness. Nicole Chikwe, 
Hilary Taiwo, Ezinne 
Alfa,  Onyeka Michael and
were the panelists.

Guests were treated to a 
live product experience, fun 
trivia, and a specially-
curated menu by Slice 
Lagos.

Best Dressed Guests
The theme of  the event 

was a pop of  color; it was 
nice to see how guests styled 

his year alone, we have Tseen so many women 
in gorgeous black we 

just have to give it up for the 
slaying color.

From the dawn of  time, 
white and black have always 
fought a war of  supremacy, 
and it might seem as though 
black is winning right now. 

Jenna Ortega 
Jenna looked every inch 

like the goth princess we know 
her to be in this Saint Laurent 
hooded gown. 

Lori Harvey 
You don't have to go mini 

to look fab. For her birthday 

dinner, Lori wore an Attico 
midi gown with an opening in 
fruit. 

Dimma Umeh 
Dimma looks great in this 

aso-ebi version of  a black 
gown, especially love the 
beading. 

Justine Skye 
Can Justine look any less 

gorgeous in black? No, she 
can't. She adds a fun twist to 
the outfit. 

Kim Oprah 
Kim proves that you can 

have a party outfit in all black 
too. Love the leather pants and 
cotton shirts. 
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Event recap and best-dressed guests
at Uncover Beauty Launch in Nigeria

Trending color: Gorgeous women in black



 

he duo is said to have Tbeen dating since 
2017. 

Nigerian singer Yemi 
Alade has reacted to the 
growing rumour that she is 
pregnant for the president of  
Togo, Faure Essozimna 
Gnassingbé Eyadéma. 

The singer was said to be 
having an affair with Togo's 
president and to be pregnant 

his is coming days Tbefore the singer's 
bir thday and 8 

years after the hit song 
'Pick Up.'

S i n ge r  A d e k u n l e 
Gold has joined the list of  
people kicking off  the 
New Year  wi th  new 
acquisitions as he buys 

himself  a new Range 
Rover. 

The singer took to his 
social media pages to 
show off  his new whip. 

Gold posted a picture 
of  himself  and his new 
car, captioning it with 
lyrics from his old hit song 
' P i c k 
Up.'"#babaGodeminafe
warange," he wrote. 

Recall that in the 2015 
hit song, the singer prayed 
to God for a Range Rover. 

The comment section 
has been abuzz with 
s o c i a l  m e d i a  u s e r s 
congratulating the singer 
and also praying for such 
blessings. 

ol lywood actor 

NCharles Okocha, 
popularly known 

as Igwe Tupac, has shared 
t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  b e i n g 
unmarried even after having 
two children. 

T h e  f a t h e r  o f  t wo 
shared this in an exclusive 
interview with Punch, 
where he revealed that he 
has never been married 
because he is taking his time 
to find the right woman. 

In his words, "The truth 
is I have never been married 
in my life and I am a happy 
man. You and I know what 
is going on these days, you 
see a couple married for a 
couple of  years and next, 

emoji and a pregnant emoji. 
Then she took a shot at 

rumour mongers. "The 
ment is different this Jan. If  
you no like your job,abeg 
pretend small when you see 
costumers na. This January 
people dey really Ment," she 
tweeted. 

Alade, is a Nigerian 
Afropop singer, songwriter, 
actress and activist. 

definitely, my kids are 
growing up, and so I need a 
partner that will be able to 
take care of  their needs and 
mine. I will get married, but 
I am just taking my time. I 
have two beautiful kids; a 
son and a daughter. At this 
time I am just focused on 
taking care of  my adorable 
kids and that's it, and that's 
enough. They are my kids 
a n d  t h e y  k e e p  m e 
motivated." 

O k o c h a  r e c e n t l y 
survived a brutal accident 
and is still recuperating. 

a r r y  a  r i c h Mwoman. If  you 
c a n ' t ,  i n v e s t 

aggressively in one," he said.
P o p u l a r  N i g e r i a n 

businessman, Jason Njoku, 
has taken to Twitter to share 
his two cents with men on 
the kind of  women they 
should marry. 

According to Njoku, a 
man should marry a rich 
woman if  he cannot invest 
in one. 

The Iroko TV boss 
claimed that being with a 
woman who can financially 

support you is very blissful. 
He added that his wife, 

Mary Remmy Njoku, has 
supported him financially 
and has helped him many 
times. 

Njoku continued by 
saying that even if  his 
business fails today, he will 
still be able to maintain his 
cur ren t  way  o f  l iv ing 
because of  his wife. 

In his words, "Marry 
rich woman o. If  you can't 
m a r r y  t h e n  i n v e s t 
aggressively in one. I was 
@MrsMar yNjoku f i r s t 

'investor'That's my greatest 
life hack. You know how 
great things are when your 
wife can support the entire 
lifestyle. Mortgage, school 
fees & softest of  lives. It's the 
way she Hates that I tell her 
she is my pension. That if  
everything I have goes to 
zero. I just have to be a good 
husband to maintain the 
lifestyle I'm accustomed to.. 
Real talk." 

He continued, "Few 
years back I over extended 
into several startups. They 
swallowed all my money & 
started eating hers She 
wasn't happy. She used to 
cry as I asked her to clear her 
accounts. But she supported 

u s .  M y  # 1  i n v e s t o r 
@MrsMaryNjoku earnings 
covered everything. All she 
asked is that I don't lose the 
money. Motivation x100. 
As long as things are fine at 
home. Nothing shakes. The 
only money arguments we 
have ever have been about 
how I spend it too freely. But 
that one is in my DNA. Me I 
don't want to struggle too 
much. Retirement at 50. 
Hard work is bad for my 
skin." 

Njoku got married to 
Nollywood film star and 
producer Mary Remmy in 
Festac Town, Lagos, on 
August 18, 2012. 

for him. 
The controversy began 

when gossip vlogger Tosin 
Silverdam took to his page 
to share video of  a man 
claiming that Yemi Alade is 
p r e g n a n t  w i t h  To g o ' s 
president, and the plan is for 
her to become his sixth wife. 

Yemi Alade responded 
to the rumour by tweeting 
emojis, including a laughing 

they are divorced. People 
you see as role models are 
getting divorced and when 
you see them you are like 
what is going on? These are 
people  you have  been 
looking up to and now they 
are divorced, how then do 
you want me to get into this 
marriage thing?" 

Okocha also clarified 
the notion that he may never 
get married, saying he surely 
wi l l ,  especia l ly  as  his 
children are growing and he 
needs a partner that will 
cater for their needs and his. 

"Some say I am not 
going to get married. No! 
Don't quote me wrong, I am 
going to get married most 
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adies first, so nice guys Lfinish last. Right?

You love him...but he is 
c lue le s s  to  your  sexua l 
frustration. You don't know 
how to bring it up. Can you 
imagine telling him that he is 
being selfish or lazy? Or in 
polite terms "self-centered". 

This is the situation on the 
sur face.  Could there  be 
underlying issues? 

Let's take a look. 
1. Is he selfish or lazy in 

o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  t h e 
relationship? 

You might be focusing on 
his self-regard in the bedroom 

o u  h a v e  b e e n Yghosted…again. But 
this is what you can 

do;
You have shared the 

innermost parts of  yourself  
with someone and now they 
are walking around with all 
your secrets. 

We all know how talking 
stages go, you meet someone 
new, you start talking to them, 
you keep talking and going on 
dates, video calls, asking each 
other deep, intrusive and 
s o m e t i m e s  i r r e l e v a n t 
questions and then it all comes 
crashing down. Si lence. 
Distance. Without reason too, 
you keep checking your phone 
hoping they will call you but 
you called them before and 

taying friends with your 

Sex is not always a bad 
idea. You just need to 

know the rules.
We all know how it goes; 

you get into a relationship 
with someone you think is 'the 
one' and life is amazing for a 
while. 

You spend months or 
years building a life with this 
person, forming strong bonds 
as you get to know and 
continuously fall in love with 
them. 

Then along the way, 
things change, and just like 
t h a t ,  y o u r  a w e s o m e 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  o v e r . 
Regardless of  how things end, 
your heart is broken and life as 
you know it is no more. 

Fortunately, the end of  a 
relationship does not have to 
mean losing this wonderful 
p e r s o n .  S i n c e  g o o d 
relationships have similar 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t o  g o o d 
friendships, your former 
partner can go on to become a 
good friend if  you handle 
things the right way. 

Here are five solid reasons 
why you should be friends 
with your ex: 

You liked them for a 

when it is showing up in other 
aspects of  your relationship. A 
general absence of  investment 
from him signals deeper 
issues. Your frustration might 
be a general issue in the 
relationship. 

2. Does he only show up 
when pushed to? 

Even in the event that he 
fixes his attitude, if  he only 
does so when forced to or out 
of  obligation, the relationship 
has bigger problems than sex. 

That being said... 
3. Other feelings 
Is the issue not being 

satisfied physically or are 
other feelings, like being 

your last text was unreplied, 
you even double texted. You 
have to face reality. 

T r y  a n  a r r a n g e d 
marriage 

Call your parents and ask 
them to set you up with 
someone you have never met 
in your life. Just arrive at the 
wedding location and get 
married. 

Block, mute and delete 
Every day you are on 

Ins tag ram,  Twi t te r  and 
WhatsApp looking at pictures 
and reading the inner mind of  
the person who ignored your 
existence. Block all of  them. 
Mute if  you are too chicken 
and delete their numbers from 
your phone. 

Get a hobby 
No, if  you have actually 

gone through 100 talking 
stages, you should give up on 

reason 
T h e  e n d  o f  y o u r 

relationship doesn't change 
the  f ac t  tha t  you  l i ked 
something about them and 
apparently liked them enough 
to date them. You probably 
liked them because he/she is 
smart, understands your sense 
of  humor… Ending things 
doesn't change any of  that, so 
it makes sense to hold on to 
them. 

They already know and 
accept you for who you are 

This is someone that you 
don't have to explain yourself  
to, they already know all about 
you and are cool with you. 
Making friends as an adult is 
not always easy, so why lose a 
great person who accepts you 
for who you are? This is an 
important factor for introverts. 

Y o u  a v o i d  t h e 
awkwardness 

Being friends with your ex 
mean you don't have to avoid 
your favourite places for fear 
of  running into them. You 
don't have to deal with any of  
t h a t  p o s t - b r e a k u p 
awkwardness since you are 
cool with each other. 

You both care about each 
other 

Yo u r  f e e l i n g s  d o n ' t 
disappear once a relationship 
ends. Yes, you are no longer in 
love with them, but you still 

"used" , showing up? What 
exactly about him is lazy or 
selfish? Immediately leaving, 
falling asleep, going to take a 
shower, lack of  conversation 
afterward or cuddling? 

Any of  these actions, or 
inactions in this case could be 
hurting expectations which 
determine a good experience. 

4. Expectations 
I t  i s  o k a y  t o  n o t 

experience an orgasm in each 
sexual encounter. However, if  
there are no good feelings 
afterward due to the behaviour 
stated above, then one partner 
risks feeling disregarded. 

Here's how to correct the 

love and just have fun! I know 
this is a parody article but 
really, they've broken your 
hear t enough. Try other 
things, love is not by force. 

Skip the talking stage 
The talking stage is the 

valley of  indecision. Why are 
you going out on dates and 
kissing someone who cannot 
commit to you? Decide on the 
first encounter if  you can date 
them or forget about the 
talking stages. 

T r a v e l  t o  a n o t h e r 
country because the witches 
in your present country might 
be working overtime 

This  i s  t r u ly  candid 
advice, try women or men of  
other nationalities. Maybe the 
witches from your village 
place a hex on you and you 
can't find love where you 
currently are. 

care for them. You still want 
what's best for them even if  it 
isn't you, which is part of  the 
foundation of  any good 
friendship. 

It honestly feels good 
Life is too short to be 

walking around with all that 
hate and anger. Does it suck 
that it didn't work? Yes, but do 
you have to carry that kind of  
b i t t e r nes s  in  your  l i f e ? 
A b s o l u t e l y  n o t ,  b e i n g 
emotionally healthy enough 
to be cool with your ex feels 
good. 

P.S: If you do decide to 
stay friends with your ex, 
m a k e  s u r e  y o u  d o  t h e 
following; 

Give each other enough 
time to heal 

E x a m i n e  y o u r 
motives—don't stay friends if  
you still have feelings or are 
hoping to get back together. 

Define your friendship 
and set boundaries. 

Last but not least, ask 
yourself  this question: “Will I 
be okay if  my ex falls madly in 
love with someone else?” If  
your answer is no, then, you 
shouldn't be friends with your 
ex. 

Not everyone has what it 
takes to be friends with their 
ex, and that's okay. Choose 
what works for you. 

pattern 
5. Take the positive 

approach 
M e n  h a v e  a  s o c i a l 

reputation of  knowing what a 
woman wants so approaching 
him with criticism will not go 
down well. 

Instead, encourage what 

elax, you probably Rdidn't do anything 
wrong. Likely.

Being dumped after your 
first sexual experience with a 
partner goes beyond physical 
ghosting. It includes revealing 
a different side of  them that 
you did not know, showing 
you their trueself. Generally 
b e c o m i n g  e m o t i o n a l l y 
unavailable even when they 
are still around. 

Self  blame is usually the 
first response, and trying to fix 
i t .  Then comes a hit  to 
confidence when you don't 
receive closure or they give 
you a harsh version of  what 
went down. And finally hurt 
or heartbreak. 

So what is the other side 
of  the story? What went 
wrong that they didn't tell you 
or were afraid to tell? 

1. It was about sex 
You probaby thought that 

all the romantic things or dress 
up they did was about making 
it special for you too. 

But most times someone 
is doing things like wearing 

ould you like to 

Wbecome his most 
desirable person? 

Then turn him on and take 
him to 'cloud 9' with these 
n a u g h t y  p h r a s e s  a n d 
sentences. 

Seduction isn't about 
what you wear to your man, 
It comes in even other potent 
forms, particularly through 
words. What you whisper to 
him can shoot him to the 
world of  pleasure even 
without physical touch. 

If  you can learn to master 
the act of  dirty talk which 
releases these feelings within 
your man, he'll be putty in 
your hands. You'll be the 
irresistible lover that he 
keeps coming back to again 
and again. 

Before we get started, 
let's go over the disclaimer. 
These are NOT for first 
dates. These are for ideally 
couples or at least friends 
with benefits. 

J u s t  s o  y o u  k n o w, 
everyone is different, and 
how you talk naughty to 
your man depends on how 
comfortable you both are 
with each other in the 

4 .  I t  w a s  t o o 
serious/performance 

There was no sexual 
chemistry. It was almost 
mechanical and they could 
not wait for it to be over. 

Anticipation can give the 
impression that you and a 
potential sexual partner will 
be a perfect match. On the 
contrary, other factors play a 
major role in the outcome. 
T h i s  i n c l u d e s 
communication. 

Below the surface of  first 
times is also a need to perform 
or impress rather than enjoy 
each other. 

If  the reactions and the 
whole experience does not 
match your imagination, it 
can bring embarrassment or 
disappointment. 

5. Good intentions 
It was rushed. You both, 

or they, did it for the wrong 
reasons and expected a good 
outcome. 

They felt pressured and 
caved in, wanted to prove 
something. The aftermath was 
regret, shame or guilt. 

and me help you take your 
shirt off.”

“I can pleasure you in 
ways  you  d idn ' t  th ink 
existed.”

"I'm Horny All The Time 
With You"

"You Turn Me Into Such 
a Whore

 "Are you hungry baby? I 
want to swallow you up"

 You are the biggest turn-
on.

"Why can't I have you 
right now? None of  these 
people need to know"

Can I have you right 
now? None of  these people 
need to know.

he is doing well and what feels 
good by telling him how it 
would be made better. You can 
also ask what he'd like you to 
improve. This will make it 
come off  as requests rather 
than criticism. 

6. Show, don't tell 
Like men, women also 

l i n ge r i e,  p ay i n g  f o r  a n 
expensive evening, simply to 
feel good about themselves. 

Depending on the time 
you were together, you were 
probably not well acquainted 
with each other's bodies to get 
intimate. 

2 .  U n f u l f i l l e d 
expectations 

First times, no matter how 
experienced you are, can be 
awkward  wi th  d i f f e rent 
people. Moreover, you are 
probably not comfortable 
enough to laugh about any 
awkwardness or mishaps. 

It might also be hard to 
have the life-altering orgasm 
t h a t  b o t h  o f  y o u  h ave 
imagined and flirted about in 
your chat. 

3. Nerves 
There was nervous energy 

and tension you did not 
r e s o l ve  a f t e r wa r d .  Yo u 
probably did not acknowledge 
the stress from the pressure of  
a first time. 

If  you neglect this nervous 
energy it can even made small 
mistakes appear bigger than 
they are. 

relationship. 
In some cases, it takes 

some practice to see what 
things you whisper work the 
best for him. It mostly 
depends on his personality 
type and what he likes. We 
advise that you start off  
whispering the easier ones to 
him, then work your way up. 

Here are the 10 naughty 
things you can whisper in his 
ears to seduce him: 

 “I'm not wearing any 
underwear.”

“When you take your 
shirt off, it makes me weak in 
the knees.”

“Lie down on the bed 

are fed the idea that men know 
what to do. When this ideal is 
not met, rather than freely give 
feedback, a woman might 
announce her disappointment 
without tact. 

S o  i f  v e r b a l 
communication is tricky or 
plain awkward, direct his body 
where you want it. 

Ways to handle partner who's selfish or lazy in bed 

Reasons he/she ghosted after your
first time together 

Reasons you should be friends with
your ex 

What to do if your 100th talking
stage fails 

Naughty things to whisper in his ear
to seduce him
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Son of APC Presidential candidate, Seyi Tinubu receiving his “Nwannedinamba” chieftaincy title in 
Anambra.

Declare work-free-day, ASCONET
urges Anambra State governor 

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

A
nambra Civil Soci-
ety Network (AC-
SONET), a foremost 

platform for Citizens and 
Non State Actors stakehold-
ers has appealed to Anam-
bra State Governor, Prof  
Charles Chukwuma Soludo 
to declare work free days to 
enable registered voters to go 
out and collect their Perma-
nent Voter’s Cards (PVCs). 
This they said is necessary 
and sufficient as we ap-
proach the 29th January 
collection deadline set by the 
Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC)

Leader of  the group, 
Prince Chris Azor made 
the appeal while interacting 
with news men on issues 
and concerns around the 
forthcoming general election 
in Nigeria.

According to the human 
rights advocate,  “Participa -
tion of  the people is a right 
guaranteed by the consti-
tution. It’s obvious that the 
masses are over burdened 
by daily existential challeng-
es, made worse by high cost 
of  petroleum products, with 
corresponding skyrocketing 
prices of  goods and services. 

Civil servants are also, direct-
ly affected. And It becomes 
desirable and expedient for 
the State Government to de-
clare work free days towards 
the deadline, to enable the 
electorate travel to their var-
ious Local Government Ar-
eas headquarters, to collect 
their PVCs” he said.

Going further, Comrade 
Azor remarked that some sis-
ter States in the country have 
already done the needful by 
granting work free days to 
their Citizens.

Speaking further, Comrade 
Azor who doubles as the Co-
ordinator National Coalition 
on Improved Service Deliv-
ery (NACOISED), revealed 
that the group was set to em-
bark on monitoring deposit 
banks’ compliance with the 
recent CBN directive to them 
to dispense new 200, 500 and 
1000 Naira notes.

According to him, his 
group observed that some 
banks are not complying 
with CBN’s directive and this 
has led to panic and anxiety 
among citizens. “Consid-
ering the fact that CBN au-
thorities have vowed not to 
extend the date, citizens are 
getting worried and desper-
ate. Since many rural com-
munities do not have banks 

or ATMs to dispense the new 
notes, you can imagine the 
fate that awaits such citizens 
who may still have the old 
notes in their possession, by 
the 31st January, 2023 dead-

Anambra NOA enlightens traditional rulers 
on election, census, redesigned Naira notes
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
he Anambra State 
Directorate of  the 
National Orientation 

Agency (NOA), Awka has 
taken its public enlight-
enment campaigns on the 
2023 general elections, 
National Population and 
Housing Census and the 
redesigned 200, 500 and 
1000 naira notes to the door 
steps of  the Traditional Rul-
ers and motor parks in the 
three geo political zones of 
the State.

Disclosing this when he 
led his Managing Team on 
advocacy visit to the Tra-
ditional  Ruler of Nnok -
wa Community in Idemili 
South Local Government 
Area at his  palace, Igwe 
Emmanuel Ajamma, the 
State Director, Nation-
al Orientation Agency 
(NOA),Barrister Charles 
Nwoji, informed the Igwe 
Ajamma that the essence of 
the visit was to intimate the 
Traditional Rulers in the 
state through him on what 
is expected of  the them in 
the forthcoming general 
elections, National Popu-
lation and Housing Census 
as well as   the activities be-
hind the redesigned naira 
notes by the Central Bank 
of Nigeria.

The NOA Boss, Barrister 
Nwoji, who spoke through 
the Deputy Director Pro-
grammes in the Agency, Sir 
Joseph Uchendu, described 

the traditional rulers in the 
state as critic stakeholders 
needed in making the three 
very important national 
events huge success in the 
state.

He pleaded with the Tra-
ditional Rulers and other 
major stakeholders in the 
state to mobilize their sub-
jects and educate them on 
the need for them to go to 
the nearest commercial 
banks around them to de-
posit the old naira notes that 
are still in their hands on or 
before thirty first of  Janu-
ary.

He equally advised the 
electorates in the State to 
take advantage of  the exten-
sion date for the collection of 
the permanent voter’s cards 
by INEC in their various 
Local Government Areas 
where they were registered 
to collect their PVCs and as 
well make themselves avail-
able on the elections days to 
cast their votes to the candi-
dates of  their choice.

While advising the peo-
ple to also partake actively 
in the National Population 
and Housing Census slated 
to start 29th of  March this 
year, the NOA Boss, Barris-
ter Nwoji also informed the 
people that the essence of 
redesigning the naira notes 
by CBN was to checkmate 
the circulation counterfeits 
and hoarding of  the naira 
notes by a few individuals in 
the country to the detriment 
of  the greater percentage of 
Nigerians and the  Nation’s 

economy.
Receiving the NOA Boss 

and his team in his palace, 
the Traditional Ruler of 
Nnokwa Community,Ig-
we Emmanuel Ajamma, 
lauded the efforts of  NOA 
in communicating Govern-
ment Programs ,activities 
and Policies in the State, as-
suring the leadership of  the 
Agency that he would not 
leave any stone unturned in 
making sure that the mas-
sages of  the three Nation-
al events get down to the 
grassroots in the area and 
elsewhere in the state for 
proper execution.

At the Nkpor Central 
Park, also in Idemili South 
Local Government Area, 
the NOA State Director, 
while addressing the mo-
torists, commuters and the 
traders around the park, re-
iterated a call on the people 
to work towards building a 
new Nigerian they desired 
by participating actively in 
the general elections, Cen-
sus and as well accept the 
new redesigned notes as le-
gal tender in the Country.

Barrister Nwoji, who as-

sured the people that the 
new naira note is in circu-
lation in the Country today, 
even in the ATM, though in 
a small bits, reminded the 
people that Federal Gov-
ernment did not mean no 
harm in redesigning the na-
ira notes, rather it was com-
mitted towards boosting the 

economy of  the Country 
and good governance for 
the common good of  all.

In separates, Mr Shedrack 
Nwalor a bus driver and Mr 
Emmanuel Alor, a Keke 
driver, wondered why the 
Commercial banks in the 
Country have continued to 
dispense the old naira notes 
to the people, rather than 

the new ones, calling on the 
appropriate authorities in 
the Country to compel the 
Central Bank of  Nigerian to 
mint more of  the naira notes 
in question before they 
could completely stop the 
old one in circulation with 
a to saving the people from 
untold impending hardship.

line” he said.
The group however prom-

ised to continue the exercise 
until affected citizens succeed 
in exchanging the old Naira 
notes with new ones.

Abia APC suspends campaign in 
honour of Late Prof Uche Ikonne

T
he governorship can-
didate of  All Pro-
gressives Congress 

(APC) in Abia State, High 
Chief  Ikechi Emenike has 
suspended with immediate 
effect all campaigns for a pe-
riod of  one week.
   To this end, Emenike has 
put on hold the Local Gov-
ernment Campaign Trail 
which was scheduled to start 
on Friday, January 27, 2023 
on the heels of  the hugely 
successful flag off  of  his gov-
ernorship campaign. He said 
that a new date would be 
communicated to the party 
faithful in due course.  
    He took the decision to halt 
his campaigns in honour of  
the deceased governorship 
candidate of  Abia PDP, Prof  
Uche Ikonne, whom he de-
scribed as an erudite scholar 
and worthy gentleman and 
politician, who earned and 
deserved every respect.
  “By every standard Prof  
Ikonne was an illustrious 
son of  Abia having occupied 
high positions of  responsibil-
ities including the Rector of  

Abia State Polytechnic, Aba 
and the Vice-chancellor of  
Abia State University Utu-
ru,” he said.
  Emenike further noted that 
Ikonne’s emergence as the 
governorship candidate of  
the ruling party despite the 
crowded field was a testa-
ment of  his desire to serve 
Abia State. He commiserates 
with the Ikonne family, the 
state governor, Dr Okezie Ik-
peazu, the government and 
entire good people of  Abia 
State, and the Abia PDP 
over the loss.
   The APC governorship 
candidate prayed for the 
peaceful repose of  the soul 
of  Prof  Ikonne and asked 
God to grant his family and 
the entire state the fortitude 
to bear the loss. 
  He had on Tuesday held 
his 2023 Governorship 
Campaign flagoff  which 
was performed by the APC 
presidential candidate, Asi-
waju Bola Ahmed Tinubu 
at a hugely successful event 
attended by unprecedented 
crowd of  party supporters.

I ‘ll empower youths with POS
machines, kiosks, charging 
points – Ifeanyi Ubah

T
he Senator represent-
ing Anambra South 
Senatorial District, 

Senator Dr. Patrick Ifeanyi 
Ubah, has unveiled his plan 
to empower thousands of  
youths within the senatorial 
district.

The Senator unveiled his 
empowerment plan which 
he described as the biggest 
in Anambra State, during 
his Radio Interactive Pro-
gramme, yesterday, in Nne-
wi.

Speaking during the Live 
Radio Programme, Senator 
Ubah said that as part of  his 
plan to empower youths in 
the zone, he will distribute 
five hundred (500) charging 
points to youths.

According to him, each 
of  the charging points has 
the capacity to charge a 
minimum of  25 phones, 

and he intends to ensure 
that the beneficiaries will 
be in the various markets to 
provide services.

In the Radio Programme, 
he said that he will also give 
out One Hundred and Fifty 
(150) Point of  Sale (POS) 
machines to youths, which 
he believes will move the 
youths off  the street.

Promising that each of  
the beneficiaries of  the POS 
machine will be drawn from 
different wards in the Sen-
atorial Zone, he added that 
he will provide beneficiaries 
of  the POS machine with 
funds.

He further revealed that 
although there are other em-
powerment programs he in-
tends to carry out, the POS 
machines, kiosks and charg-
ing points is part of  what he 
inserted in the budget.

... Group to monitor banks’ compliance with CBN’s  directives on new Naira notes
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ollowing the death of  Prof  FUchenna Eleazar Ikonne 
on Wednesday morning, 

the equation has changed in who 
succeeds Gover nor Okezie 
Ikpeazu.

Ikonne, who is the guber 
candidate of  Peoples Democratic 
Par ty (PDP) for March 11 
governorship race,  died of  
multiple cardiac arrest at the 
National Hospital, Abuja, as 
conf i r med  by  h i s  son ,  Dr 
Chikezie Uche Ikonne.

According to the younger 
Ikonne, his father was earlier 
recovering from cardiac arrest 
after receiving proper treatment 
in a United Kingdom hospital a 
few days ago but relapsed of  the 
multiple cardiac arrest and could 
not recover from it.

Ikonne was last seen in the 
public on November 24, 2022 
where he collapsed at Umuahia 
township stadium while reading 
his address before a mammoth 
crowd.

It was the day of  PDP flag 
giving day where Ikonne and 
other candidates of  the PDP 
received the party's flag to lead 
the party to victory in the 2023 
game.

T h i s  h a p p e n e d  w h i l e 
Governor Nyesom Wike and his 
G-5 PDP Governors were in 
attendance at the rally.

Even though, the candidate's 
collapse at the stadium was 
'covered up' or played down as not 
serious, several opposition groups 
in Abia State like Mezie Abia 
i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  P r o f  o f  
Optometry was incapacitated 
after the slump at the stadium.

But Abia State Governor, Dr 
Okezie Ikpeazu and the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) as well 
as the Uchenna Ikonne campaign 
organization were vehement that 
the PDP candidate was in good 
health condition and would stand 
the election a stronger man.

First to dismiss the fears was 
Chief  Amah Abraham, the PDP 
Vice Chairman Abia North cum 
Acting State Publicity Secretary.

S e c o n d  w a s  M r  U c h e 
Aguoru, the media director of  
Uchenna Ikonne campaign 
organization.

Third and most important 
was Governor Okezie Ikpeazu, 
w h o  i n  D e c e m b e r,  2 0 2 2 , 
predicated that Uche Ikonne 
would outlive those who wished 
him dead.

The Governor, who was 
angered by what he called false 
reports about Ikonne, said it was 
f l ight challenges that were 
delaying Ikonne from returning 
to celebrate the yuletide with     
other Abians.

But  in  second week of  

January, 2023, Ikpeazu made 
made a volte face, telling Abians 
that Prof  Uche Ikonne was "sick 
but recovering."

He did not however, disclose 
the nature of  Ikonne's sickness or 
the hospital  where he was 
receiving treatment.

Ikpeazu in the statement also 
condemned the mad rush by 
some persons to hear the obituary 
o f  t h e  f o r m e r  A b i a  S t a t e 
University Vice Chancellor.

But on Wednesday, January 
25, the truth was unveiled at last 
as Ikonne's son, Dr Chikezie 
Uche Ikonne confirmed his 
father's death at National hospital 
Abuja.

It is claimed in some quarters 
that Ikonne died about ago but 
was kept secret for some reasons.

WE ARE IN DIFFICULT 
PERIOD-- IKPEAZU

Reacting to Ikonne's death, 
Gover nor  Okez ie  Ikpeazu 
described the irresponsible loss, 
saying the members of  his party, 
PDP are in a difficult period.

Ikpeazu's statement which 
was made known to Journalists, 
Eze Chikamnayo said, " It is with 
heavy heart but total submission 
to the will of  God that we 
announce the passing of  our 
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 
governorship candidate for the 
2023 general election, Prof  
Eleazar Uchenna Ikonne, which 
sad event took place took place on 
t h e  e a r ly  h o u r s  o f  t o d ay 
(Wednesday) at the National 
hospital, Abuja after a brief  
illness."

"While we condole with the 
family of  late Professor of  
Optometry, the PDP family and 
Abians in general, we pray God to 
have mercy on his soul, grant him 
eternal rest and give everyone 
affected by his demise the 
fortitude to to bear the irreparable 
loss."

The Governor then directed 
that all campaigns by PDP 
candidates  in  the  Abia  be 
suspended t i l l  Monday, 31 
January, 2023, adding that all 
flags at PDP offices in the State 
should fly at mast in honour of  
the fallen Ikonne.

C R I S E S  O F  N E W 
CANDIDATE LOOMS

The death of  Prof  Uche 
Ikonne has ignited a silent war in 
Abia PDP, with some juggernauts 
in the party scrambling to replace 
Ikonne as the candidate.

In line with the provisions of  
e l e c t o r a l  A c t  a n d  I N E C 
provis ions,  a  new primar y 
election will be held in Abia 
within 14 days to pick another 
guber candidate.

A l r e a d y ,  m a n y  P D P 
stakeholders have reportedly 
bes ieged Gover nor  Okezie 
Ikpeazu and the leadership of  
PDP to consider them as Ikonne's 
replacement.

Already, the running mate to 
Ikonne, Barr Okey Igwe from 
Umunneochi and Abia State 
current Deputy Governor, Sir 
Ude Oko Chukwu among others 
are believed to be frontliners in 
the replacement race.

Others believed to be under 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a r e  H o n 
Christopher Enweremadu, Hon 
Chikwendu Kalu from Isiala 
Ngwa North and Isiala Ngwa 
South respectively.

Christopher Enweremadu is 
the first son of  late Paramount 
r u ler  o f  Ngwa land whi le 
Chikwendu Kalu is the former 
Speaker of  Abia State House of  
Assembly and also, a former PDP 
Presidential aspirant in 2022.

Meanwhile,  Hon Lucky 
Igbokwe from Umuahia North 
who came second during the May 
2022 primary is reportedly 
insisting that he be picked as the 
new PDP candidate or he heads 
to Court.

Also, Dr. Samson Orji from 
Arochukwu, a former guber 
aspirant in PDP is also in Court, 
challenging the legality of  
Ikonne's candidacy and asking 
the Court to declare him the 
authentic PDP candidate.

Already, there is panic in the 
camps of  all PDP candidates 
across the State as they are afraid 
that Ikonne's death may affect 
their campaigns and ultimately 
lose the elections proper.

An aid to a PDP House of  
Assembly candidate (name with) 
told this paper that his principal is 
jittery of  failing woefully at the 
polls. 

Ngwa nation, where the late 
Prof  Ikonne came from, is also in 
a fix on who next to support, 
assuming an Ngwa man does not 
clinch the guber ticket in PDP 
again.

I k o n n e  w a s  I k p e a z u ' s 

preferred candidate, fetched from 
the academic environment.

And to avoid losing out, the 
Ngwas are believed to shifting 
their support to Engr Enyinnaya 
N a n a  N w a f o r  o f  Yo u n g 
Progressive Party (YPP).

Before his defection to YPP, 
Nwafor was a close ally of  
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu and 
the Abia State government, 
which in return, attracted billions 
of  naira worth of  contracts to 
Nwafor's Tunnel End Company.

Nwafor is the son two-time 
Abia Deputy Governor, late Dr 
Chima Nwafor from Umuojima, 
Osisioma Ngwa LGA.

 But with the death of  Ikonne, 
it is believed that the Governor 
and his Ngwa kinsmen may 
secretly support Nwafor to ensure 
that his administration enjoy 
'ultimate protection' after his 
handover in May.

After all, it happened in Imo 
State  in  2007 where Ikedi 
Ohakim's Progressive Peoples 
Alliance (PPA) won the guber 
election in Imo State, after the 
PDP had declared that it had no 
candidate--- just to stop Senator 
Ifeanyi Ararume from becoming 
the Governor.

But, to the people of  Abia 
North, the opportunity to rule the 
State may have smiled on them, 
as the game may be in their favour 
if  they play it well.

Control of  Abia PDP as it 
stands now, may not be firmly in 
the hands of  Governor Okezie 
I k p e a z u  a s  h i s  c o n t i nu e d 
membership of  Wike-led G-5 
Governors' forum has soiled his 
r e la t ionsh ip  wi th  Sena tor 
Iyorchie Ayu.

P r e s e n t l y,  I k p e a z u ' s 
godfather, Theodore Orji is the 
South East campaign Director of  
At iku -Okowa  p re s iden t ia l 
campaign organization and he 
may cash in on this loophole 
created by Ikonne's death to 
influence the emergence of  a 
G ove r n o r  o f  A b i a  N o r t h 
extraction, which he had been 
canvassing for.

There are fears that the 
c h o i c e  o f  t h e  n e w  g u b e r 
candidate may further divide the 
par ty as he may not enjoy 
concrete  suppor t  f rom the 
remaining PDP stakeholders.

A  v i s i t  t o  A b i a  S t a t e 
Government House and PDP 
headquarters at Finbers road in 
Umuahia, showed that workers 
were seen discussing Ikonne's 
death in hushed tones.

While Abians mourn the 
demise of  Prof  Ikonne, the next 
one month is expected to be the 
most interesting period in the 
State 's  pol i t ical  histor y as 
alignments and realignments 
have already started.

Abia PDP in turmoil over
guber candidate's death 
...Replacement battle begins

...We are in a difficult period – Ikpeazu
From Dan Maduagwu, Umuahia

Late Ikonne
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T
he All Progressives 
Congress (APC) in 
Enugu State yester-

day set up a five man disci-
plinary Committee to look 
into petitions and reports of  
factfinding committees that 
investigated allegations of  
anti-party activities levied 
against a former Senate Pres-
ident, Ken Nnamani and two 
other members of  the party in 
the state.

This was disclosed by the 
state secretary of  the party, 
Robert Ngwu, PhD, who 
pre¬sented the resolution of  
the state executive committee 
(SEC) after their meeting, at 
the party’s zonal office Enugu 
on Wednesday.

He said the Disciplinary 
Committee headed by the 
State Assistant Legal Ad¬vis-
er, Vincent Chieyina and 
secretary, Jekwu Nnaji is to 
invite Senator Nnamani and 
two others, including a for-
mer Commissioner in Enugu 
State, Ozor Joe Mma¬mel 
and Mr. Nelson Maduka 
Arum; to answer charges 
against them.

According to him, the party 
would not hesitate to expel or 
suspend Senator Nnamani, 
Ozor Mmamel and Arum, if  
found culpa¬ble and depend-
ing on the recommendations 

of  the Disciplinary Commit-
tee.

“The Party is fully aware 
of  the nefarious activities of  
the previous administra¬tion 
of  the Party in the 2015 and 
2019 General Elections.

“With that in mind, the 
Party reviewed various pe¬ti-
tions and reports from the 
Fact-Finding Committees 
against Sen. Ken Nnama¬ni, 
Ozor Joe Mmamel, and 
Mr Maduka Arum, AKA 
Mama, from their different 
local government areas. The 
petition bordered on anti-par-
ty activities and other offences 
against the APC Constitution 
and the Electoral Act of  2022.

“Ken Nnamani was 
ac¬cused of  campaigning 
open¬ly for the candidacy of  
the People’s Democratic Par-
ty (PDP) at a rally held at the 
Michael Okpara Square Enu-
gu on January 20th 2023.

“Ken Nnamani was 
rep¬resented by Ben Nwoye, 
an expelled former Chairman 
of  Enugu State APC who has 
been working against the can-
didate of  APC (Chief  Uche 
Nnaji), and Mr Mad¬uka 
Arum, AKA Mama, an aco-
lyte and head of  Ken Nnama-
ni Political group.

“Ken Nnamani has had a 
history of  Anti-party ac¬tiv-

ities. He joined APC from 
PDP some years ago and 
has consistently campaigned 
against APC candidates, in-
cluding Sen. Ayogu Eze, in 
2019. The Party could not 
bring him to order because 
the party then had no moral 
authority under the leader¬-
ship of  Mr Ben Nwonye,” he 
said.

Hon Ngwu alleged that 
on January 11th 2023, Sen 
Nnamani did everything to 
sabotage the APC presiden¬-
tial rally and tried to bring 
masquerade, which was an 
apparent contradiction of  the 
Electoral Act, which he took 
credit for crafting.

He said, “The Electoral Act 
in Section 92 (4) stipu¬lates 
that no candidate or aspirant 
should employ masquerades 
for any pur¬pose during the 
campaign. On record, Ken 
Nnamani brought a masquer-
ade to the airport and ordered 
them to go to the rally.

“Thank God for the dil¬i-
gence of  our Youth Wing, 
who ensured that Ken Nnam-
ani’s branded mas¬querade 
did not make it to the cam-
paign event. That action 
would have sabo¬taged and 
put our presiden¬tial candi-
date in legal jeop¬ardy,” the 
party noted.

According to Ngwu, apart 
from Sen. Ken Nnamani 
the party has also received 
peti¬tions against Ozor Joe 
Mma¬mel and Mr. Maduka 
Arum (AKA Mama) from 
Ezeagu Local Government 
Area and Enugu South Local 
Govern¬ment Area respec-
tively, all bordering on an-
ti-party ac¬tivities.

“The State Executive Com-
mittee of  the party has there-
fore forwarded all the peti-
tions and the fact-find¬ing 

Bola Tinubu and Governor Hope Uzodimma respond to cheers from supporters at 
the APC Presidential rally in Umuahi, the Abia state capital on Tuesday.

reports to the State Dis¬cipli-
nary Committee for investiga-
tion and recom¬mendation 
of  appropriate sanctions.

“The party will not hes-
i¬tate to suspend or expel the 
accused, if  found guilty by the 
Disciplinary Commit¬tee.”

Also, the State Chair¬man, 
Ugochukwu Agballah 
charged the disciplinary 
Committee to follow the es-
tablished law of  natural jus-
tice by giving the accused per-
sons fair hearing.

The state chairman banned 
the group known as Inde-
pendent Presidential Cam-
paign Council in the state, 
noting that no group should 
be deceiving itself  that it is 
campaigning for the Presi-
dential and vice pres¬iden-
tial candidates of  the party, 
Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinu-
bu and Kashim Shetti¬ma, 
while while campaign¬ing 
against other candidates of  
the party in the state.

US announces visa restrictions for anyone 
who undermines Nigeria’s elections

T
he United States Gov-
ernment, on Wednes-
day, declared that peo-

ple involved in undermining 
the electoral process in Nige-
ria will be slapped with visa 
restrictions.

US Secretary of  State An-
tony Blinken, in a tweet, said 
his country supports Nige-
ria’s democratic process and 
desire to uphold the rule of  
law.

“To support Nigeria’s up-
coming elections, today I am 
announcing visa restrictions 
for those involved in under-
mining democracy in Nige-
ria.

“The United States sup-
ports Nigerian aspirations 
to combat corruption and 
strengthen democracy and 
the rule of  law,” Blinken said.

To support Nigeria’s up-
coming elections, today I 
am announcing visa restric-
tions for those involved in 
undermining democracy in 
Nigeria. The United States 
supports Nigerian aspirations 

to combat corruption and 
strengthen democracy and 
the rule of  law.

  Secretary Antony Blinken 
(@SecBlinken) January 25, 
2023

The US Embassy and Con-
sulate in Nigeria, in a state-
ment shared on its website, 
said the visa restrictions are 
specific to “certain individ-
uals” and are not directed at 
the Nigerian people or the 
Government of  Nigeria.

See the full statement below:
Imposing visa restrictions 

on individuals involved in 
undermining the democratic 
process in Nigeria.

We are committed to 
supporting and advancing 
democracy in Nigeria and 
around the world.  Today, I 
am announcing visa restric-
tions on specific individuals 
in Nigeria for undermining 
the democratic process in a 
recent Nigerian election.  

Under Section 212(a)(3)C) 
of  the Immigration and Na-

tionality Act, these individ-
uals will be found ineligible 
for visas to the United States 
under a policy to restrict vi-
sas of  those believed to be 
responsible for, or complicit 
in, undermining democracy 
in Nigeria.  Certain family 
members of  such persons 
may also be subject to these 
restrictions.  Additional per-
sons who undermine the 
democratic process in Nige-
ria—including in the lead-up 
to, during, and following Ni-
geria’s 2023 elections—may 
be found ineligible for U.S. 
visas under this policy.

The visa restrictions an-
nounced today are specific 
to certain individuals and are 
not directed at the Nigerian 
people or the Government of  
Nigeria.

The decision to impose 
visa restrictions reflects the 
commitment of  the United 
States to support Nigerian 
aspirations to combat corrup-
tion and strengthen democra-
cy and the rule of  law.

2023: Peter Obi can’t win, yet you’re obsessed 
with him – Ezekwesili blasts Atiku, Tinubu

T
he former Minister of  
Education, Obiageli 
Ezekwesili, has made 

a subtle allegation against 

the duo of  the presidential 
candidates of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party, PDP, and 
the All Progressives Con-
gress, APC, Atiku Abubakar 
and Bola Tinubu, saying 
both are obsessed with Peter 
Obi, the Labour Party, LP, 
presidential candidate.
  Ezekwesili’s statement was 
contained in a post via her 
verified Twitter handle on 
Wednesday.
   She described both the 
PDP and APC as siamese 
twins of  bad governance.
  She wrote, “The Chinese 

saying “What you are do-
ing is so loud that I cannot 
hear what you are saying” is 
what comes to mind every 
time I see members of  the 
Siamese Twins Of  Bad 
Governance obsessing over 
the Presidential Candidate 
of  Labor Party whom they 
say cannot win. Leave him 
naa.”
  The former minister, also 
known as “madam due 
process”, further advised 
Atiku and Tinubu to leave 
Obi alone since they said he 
couldn’t win.

Imo Govt warns school heads against
imposition of levies

T
he Commissioner for 
Education, Prof. John-
cliff  Chike Nwadike 

has warned school headmas-
ters and principals to desist 
from imposing unapproved 
levies on their students.
  Prof  Nwadike enjoined 
them to ensure that the need-
ful is done especially now 
that government has lifted 
embargo on promotion.
   The commissioner gave the 
warning on Tuesday while 
speaking with reporters on 
the occasion marking the 
International Day of  Educa-
tion.
  According to him, 2023 
International Day of  Educa-
tion is dedicated to the sen-
sitization of  girl child edu-
cation due to the situation in 
Afghanistan where children 
of  over 14 years are not al-

lowed to be in school.
  Nwadike said;”When it 
comes to marginalizing a girl 
child in education, Imo state 
is free, the problem we have 
are from the northern part of  
Nigeria and the federal gov-
ernment is handling it.
  “If  you go to schools in Imo 
state either primary, second-
ary or university you will find 
a greater number of  girls, this 
is so because both parents 
and the  government are now 
aware of  the importance of  
training a girl child in educa-
tion, because 90 percent of  
them always come back to 
take care of  their parents at 
old age.
   “There are so many exams 
coming up and Imo State 
Ministry of  Education is well 
prepared, we had some ugly 
experiences in the past which 

we will not allow to repeat 
again”..
  Nwadike further encour -
aged teachers to be more 
dutiful and attend school reg-
ularly, stressing that the min-
istry has been getting report 
about some schools taxing 
their students.
  “No school should impose 
any levy that is not author-
ized or approved by the min-
istry on their students, the 
PTA should also help the 
government to rebuild the in-
frastructure in the school but 
while doing so they should 
not impose any fee on the stu-
dents, where some levies are 
approved they should work 
in harmony with the school 
to ensure that the project is 
delivered, any PTA  that mis-
appropriate government ap-
proved levies will not go free, 
he stated.

Peter Obi
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SPORTS
e legat ion-bat t le rs RE v e r t o n  a r e 
reportedly prepared 

to fork out up to £25 million to 
land Chelsea winger Hakim 
Ziyech as a potential Anthony 
Gordon replacement this 
January.

According to Sky Sports, 
Everton are hot on the trail of  
Chelsea playmaker Hakim 
Ziyech as they look to solve 
their attacking problems.

The Toffees are a complete 
mess at the moment, and just 
when you think it can't get any 
wo r s e,  t h e y  m a n a ge  t o 
surprise everyone. That's 
ex a c t ly  w h a t  h a p p e n e d 
yesterday when they suffered 
repeated setbacks.

A move for Villarreal 
attacker Arnaut Danjuma was 
swiftly hijacked by Tottenham 
u n d e r  t h e i r  n o s e s.  To p 
managerial target Marcelo 
Bielsa has allegedly expressed 

aris Saint-Germain Pf o r w a r d ,  K y l i a n 
Mbappe, has reportedly 

t o l d  t h e  c l u b  t o  s i g n 
Manchester City midfielder 
Bernardo Silva if  they want to 
retain him next summer.

According to The Sun, 
Mbappe would 'love' Silva to 
join him at PSG next season.

The report added that 

the France World Cup winner 
was disappointed with PSG's 
recruitment last summer and 
wants the French Ligue 1 
champions to show more 
ambition if  they want him to 
extend beyond 2024.

Mbappe and Silva played 
together at Monaco and won 
the Ligue 1 title together in 
2016-2017.

Silva continues to be an 
important player for Man City 
under their manager Pep 

Guardiola.
The 28-year-old has 

featured in 19 of  their 20 
Premier League matches so far 
this season, starting 15 of  
them.

Silva's current deal with 
Man City will expire in the 
summer of  2025, but the 
Portugal international has 
been considering his future at 
the Etihad Stadium for some 
time now.

reservations about replacing 
Frank Lampard. To make it a 
hat-trick of  unfor tunate 
events, attacker Anthony 
Gordon is said to be closing in 

arcelona head coach, BXavi has hinted that 
Raphinha will be 

staying at the Camp Nou 
this season as he is “very 
important” to his plans.

S k y  S p o r t s  N e w s 

ottenham Hotspur Ta r e  r e p o r t e d l y 
prepared to allow 

defender Djed Spence to 
leave on loan in January.

Spence joined Spurs in 
t h e  s u m m e r  f r o m 
M i d d l e s b r o u g h ,  a f t e r 
impressing during a loan 
spel l  with Nottingham 
Forest last season.

The Englishman made 
50 competitive appearances 
for Forest in the 2021-22 
campaign, scoring three 
goals and providing five 
assists, helping the club 
secure promotion to the 
Premier League via the 
playoffs.

However, since moving 
to North London, Spence 
has found it difficult to break 
into the Tottenham side, 
w i t h  A n t o n i o  C o n t e 
preferring to use Matt 
Doher ty  and Emerson 
Royal in the right wing-back 
role.

on a move to Newcastle 
United.

The Toffees seemed all 
but set to announce the 
s i g n i n g  o f  f o r m e r 

revealed earlier this month 
t h a t  A r s e n a l  w e r e 
monitoring the Brazilian 
winger's situation after 
holding a long-term interest 
in the former Leeds man.

“Raphinha will be very 

Spence has only made 
six appearances across all 
competitions, and he is still 
waiting to be given his first 
start for the club.

With  Spurs  heavi ly 
linked with a move for 
Sporting Lisbon full-back 
Pedro Porro during the 
current transfer window, 
Spence could slip further 
down the pecking order.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
football.london, Tottenham 
are willing to let Spence 
l e ave  o n  l o a n  f o r  t h e 
remainder of  the season.

T h e  2 2 - ye a r - o l d  i s 
receiving interest from a 
number of  Premier League 
clubs, including Leicester 
City and Brentford.

Timothy Castagne is 
L e i c e s t e r ' s  o n l y  f i t 
recognised right-back, with 
James Justin and Ricardo 
Pereira currently sidelined 
with injuries.

W h i l e  Pe r e i r a  h a s 

B o u r n e m o u t h  w i n g e r 
Danjuma from Villarreal. It is 
believed that the 25-year-old 
had even completed his 
medical, and media duties.

important like it was the 
other day, when he started,” 
said Xavi after Barcelona's 
1-0 Copa del Rey win over 
R e a l  S o c i e d a d  o n 
Wednesday.

“ We  w i l l  r o t a t e , 
because in the end the 
season is very long and we 
play every 3-4 days. Luckily 
we have three competitions 
at stake and there will be 
changes and rotations, very 
sure.

“Raphinha  i s  ver y 
important and I have a lot of  
confidence in him”.

returned to training and 
could be available within a 
f e w  w e e k s ,  B r e n d a n 
Rodgers may still be keen to 
strengthen the right side of  
his defence.

Transfer window: Everton ready to pay £25m for Hakim Ziyech

Djed Spence set to leave Tottenham

Hotspur on loan

Transfer: Mbappe tells PSG player to 
sign

EFL Cup: Top scorers
revealed with
Rashford leading

o l l o w i n g  t h e Fconclusion of  the EFL 
Cup semi-final first-

leg tie on Wednesday night, 
where Manchester United 
defeated Nottingham Forest 
3-0, below are currently the 
t o p  s c o r e r s  i n  t h e 
competition.

M a n c h e s t e r  U n i t e d 
forward, Marcus Rashford, 

is presently the top scorer in 
the EFL Cup with five goals.

Rashford netted a goal in 
Man United's win over 
Nottingham Forest at City 
Ground.

Behind Rashford on the 
goal chart is Southampton's 
Che Adams, who has four 
goals.

Here are the EFL Cup 
t o p  s c o r e r s  a f t e r  t h e 
conclusion of  the semi-final 
first-leg tie on Wednesday:

F ive  goa l s :  Marcus 
Rash fo rd  (Manches t e r 
United).

Four goals: Che Adams 
(Southampton).

Three goals: Tommy 
Conway (Bristol  City), 
Ronan Curtis (Portsmouth), 
Andy Cook (Bradford City), 
Raul Jimenez (Wolves) and 
Jamie Vardy (Leicester City).

Two goals: Jesse Lingard 
(Nottingham Forest), Sam 
S u r r i d ge  ( N o t t i n g h a m 
Forest) and Sam Nombe 
(Exeter City).

The EFL Cup semi-final 
second-leg fixtures will take 
place next Tuesday and 
Wednesday.

Xavi hints at Raphinha stay at
Barcelona

Charles Okocha reveals why he
has never been married despite
having 2 kids 

Adekunle Gold acquires new
Range Rover, 8 years after praying
for it 
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