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News

Anambra Govt arrest fake revenue collectors 
operating with branded car

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

A
nambra state gov-
ernment has ar-
rested fake internal 

revenue service collectors 
who pose as government 
approved officials with their 
branded vehicle.

This came following Gov-
ernor Charles Chukwuma 
Soludos get-together with 
transporters and sundry 
stakeholders in the trans-
portation industry at Prof 
Dora Akunyili Develop-
ment Centre, Awka where 
he reduced the taxes levied 
on the operators, there has 
been an intensification of  
the battle against the touts 
(ndi agboro) who harass the 
Keke, Shuttle bus, and other 
commercial drivers.

Commissioner for In-
formation Anambra State, 
Sir Paul Nwosu made this 
known to News Echo during 
the weekend at Awka.

According to Sir Nwo-
su, “In Onitsha, some 
hoodlums who nefariously 

Uborji Okuku Community Central Union holds peaceful election
By Ikenna Orioha

T
here was a galore of  
jubilation as Uborji 
Ukuku Community 

Central Union held a dem-
ocratic and peaceful election 
where responsible and char-
ismatic leaders emerged. 

The election was held on 
the 16th of  January 2023 
at the community’s public 
square in Owerri West LGA 
of  Imo State, after several 
failed attempts and clashes 
of  interests by concerned in-
digenes of  the area to have 
a standing executive order 
to handle the affairs of  the 
community.

For a smooth transition, 
new strategy was adopted 
for the five kindreds that 
make up Uborji communi-
ty to nominate two persons. 
The kindreds are Umuojile, 
Umuoke, Umuagriga, Umu-
kaala and Umuoro, likewise 
each representative from all 

the social clubs in the com-
munity. 

Thus, a consensus stand 
among all the contestants 
was spontaneously reached 
as the Caretaker Committee 
of  Uborji Central Union, 
Mr, Nnanna Ojinnaka an-
nounced names of  the new 
executives to the public who 
are Provost 1, Mr. Leo Obi, 
Provost 2, Samuel Nwachuk-
wu, Financial Secretary, Oji-
aku Onwuegbuchulem Fe-
lix, Secretary, Silas Iwunze, 
Treasurer, Nnanna Ojinna-
ka, Vice Chairman, Emma-
nuel Madu and Chairman- 
elect, Uborji Central Union, 
Mr. Ifeanyichukwu Martins 
Okorie.

In his inaugural speech, 
the newly elected Chairman 
of  UUCU, Mr. Ifeanyichuk-
wu Martins Okorie, said he 
will always accept good ideas 
brought up to him for imple-
mentation, as well as ensures 
that justice prevails by work-

ing optimally with the elders 
council.

With Eze- elect of  Eziama 
autonomous community, 
Chief  Julius Madu, telling 
the new exco to abide by the 
constitution of  the union, 
saying it will not be business 
as usual, urging them to capi-
talize on the new community 
development pact to ensure 
that Uborji moves forward.

Adding his voice, Chair-
man, Uborji Elders Council, 
Elder Damian Obinanwa, 
observed that the council 
was elated on the emergence 
of  the new leadership of  
UUCU, thanking everyone 
for making the transition a 
success, saluting Elder Alloy 
Ashiegbu, Vice Chairman, 
Elder Innocent Nrimugwe, 
Secretary, Elder Dickson 
Atasie, Treasurer, Mr. Sun-
day Edwards, Assistant 
Secretary, Elder Christian 
Ohanyere, Provost 1, Elder 
Clifford Ihejeto, Provost 2 

branded a Mercedes car in 
the mode of  the Anambra 
IRS has been apprehended 
in their devilish deed of  har-
assing the drivers. To under-
score the seriousness, gov-
ernment has given out a set 
of  Hotlines that have been 
specifically created for the 
public to call anytime and 
anywhere touts are found to 
be in operation in Anambra 
State.”

 He further noted that 
“The members of  the public 
are advised to call OCHA 
Brigade via these numbers 
for the instant apprehension 
and prosecution of  the touts 
(ndi agboro)”.

Governor Soludo has re-
iterated that touting is not 
a feasible means of  earning 
an income. Mr. Governor 
is poised to rehabilitate the 
touts who own up to want-
ing to do any other business 
that is lawful and profitable. 

The new Anambra State 
has no place whatsoever 
for miscreants and allied 
hoodlums intent on harass-
ing transporters and thereby 

How Ariaria Market Chairman slumped, 
died during prayer session
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

F
ew hours after he per-
formed two official 
functions in Ariaria 

international market on 
Thursday, Aba, the Chair-
man of  the market com-

mittee, Elder Emeka Igara 
slumped during a prayer ses-
sion. He was later confirmed 
dead, Friday morning. Elder 
Igara according to a market 
source was participating in a 
prayer session in the market 
when he suddenly devel-
oped some signs of  distress 

before slumping.
Elder Igara who was 

with his two sons when he 
slumped, was taken to hos-
pital for resuscitation by the 
two sons and other market 
executives but unfortunate-
ly, could not make it. Aged 
73, Elder Igara on the faith-

ful day, performed two func-
tions of  conducting Gover-
nor Okezie Ikpeazu round 
the remodeled A-Line part 
of  Ariaria market before 
joining a team from the Cen-
tral Bank of  Nigeria to sen-
sitise traders of  Ariaria mar-
ket on the redesigned naira 

among others for their superb 
work, charging the people to 
support the new leadership to 
succeed.

The oldest man in Uborji, 
Elder Brendan Ofoegbu, was 
present as the new executive 
members of  Uborji Central 
Union were elected and inau-

putting government reve-
nue in their own pockets.

The OCHA Brigade and 
the Anambra State Joint 
Enforcement Team (AN-
JET) have therefore inten-
sified action as per bring-
ing the incorrigible touts to 
book.

The situation where com-
mercial transport drivers 
are being manipulated by 
some greedy touts into not 
paying the requisite dues to 
the appropriate authorities 
will no longer be tolerated 
by the government.

The Keke and Shuttle bus 
and other transport opera-
tors should go ahead to pay 
their reduced rates without 
paying any heed whatso-
ever to the manipulati v e 
touts and their agents.

The process is on to rid 
the transport unions of  
greedy touts who are bent 
on putting in reverse gear 
the progress being made 
in Anambra State by the 
Governor Soludo adminis-
tration.

Sen Uba calls for exit of Police Force from 
Contributory Pension scheme 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

I
n line with his principle of  
protecting the interests of  
citizens including those 

in uniform, Anambra South 
Senator and candidate of  the 
Young Progressives Party 
(YPP) for the 2023 Anambra 
South Senatorial election, 
Dr Patrick Ifeanyi Ubah on 
Friday 20/01/2023, called 
for the exit of  Nigeria Police 
Force from the Contributory 
Pension Scheme which is be-
ing run and managed by the 
National Pension Commis-
sion (PENCOM).

Senator Ubah made the 
call during a One-Day Public 
Hearing on the Police Pen-
sion Board (Establishment) 
Bill 2022 (SB. 1009) which 
was sponsored by Senator 
Elisha Abbo, APC, Adama-
wa North and the Nigerian 
Police Special Forces (Estab-
lishment) Bill 2022 (SB. 846) 
sponsored by Senator Ali 
Ndume, APC Borno South. 

Speaking at the event or-
ganized by the Senate Com-
mittee on Police Affairs, Sen-
ator Ubah (who is a member 
of  the committee), asked 
representatives of  PENCOM 
to explain to Nigerians why 
the Pensions of  retired Police 
personnel remain under the 
control of  the Commission 
while that of  other security 
agencies have separate units 
under their control that man-
age their pensions. 

The Anambra South Sen-
ator further maintained that 
in the spirit of  equity and jus-
tice, the Police Force like oth-
er security agencies should 
be allowed to manage the 
pensions of  its retired per-
sonnel.  Also speaking at the 
event, the Inspector-General 
of  Police, Alkali Baba, rep-

resented by Deputy Inspec-
tor General of  Police, Sanusi 
Lemu said the Police require 
a separate board for the man-
agement and administration 
of  pensions of  retired police 
personnel in the mode of  the 
Military Pension Board. The 
IGP further argued that exit-
ing the Contributory Pension 
Scheme being run and man-
aged by PENCOM is long 
overdue for the police on ac-
count of  poor services.

Chairman of  the commit-
tee, Senator Dauda Haliru 
Jika, in his presentation, 
also maintained that the Po-
lice deserve the same special 
treatment being enjoyed by 
other security agencies. 

Also in their separate re-
marks, the aforementioned 
sponsors of  the Bills further 
threw their weight behind 
calls for the exit of  the Ni-
gerian Police Force from 
the Contributory Pension 
Scheme and expressed hope 
that the Bill will be passed by 
the National Assembly. 

In their separate presenta-

tions, representatives of  
PENCOM, Pension Fund 
Operators Association of  Ni-
geria, and Nigerian Labour 
Congress made their various 
positions known on the sub-
ject matter.

For instance, the repre-
sentatives of  PENCOM 
submitted that retaining the 
management of  pensions of  
retired police Police person-
nel under PENCOM was a 
decision made by the federal 
government. However, mem-
bers of  the Senate Commit-
tee on Police Affairs and the 
Inspector-General of  Police 
maintained their support 
for the Bill, insisting that the 
2014 report by the then Sec-
retary to the Federation Any-
im Pius Anyim (GCON) be 
implemented by passing into 
law, an independent pension 
administration act for the Ni-
gerian police force. 

The Senate Committee on 
Police Affairs is expected to 
present its report to the upper 
chamber when it reconvenes 
on Tuesday.

notes. Though no medical 
report about Igara’s death 
has been made known by his 
family, some traders were of  
the opinion that he may have 
died of  stress as according to 
them; the elderly Chairman 
was engaged in hectic duties 
on the fateful day before the 

prayer session. In his condo-
lence message to the family 
of  the former market leader, 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
expressed big shock on the 
sudden demise of  the Ar-
iaria international market 
Chairman. Ikpeazu con-
soled Igara’s family, saying 
that Abia State government 
is with them in their peri-
od of  grief. In a related de-
velopment, a chieftain of  
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) from Ebem Ohafia, 
Hon Emeka Nwoke is dead. 
Nwoke who is popularly 
known as Onyeze, was a 
grassroots mobilizer before 
his death. His death was 
confirmed by his brother, 
Peter Nwoke.

gurated by the Elders Coun-
cil Chairman, Obinanwa 
and the grand personality of  
Uborji Community Elders, 
Brendan Ofoegbu.

The transition process 
was adjudged to be the most 
peaceful election in the histo-
ry of  Uborji Central Union.

...Warns transporters on payment of  levies to touts

2 APC members, Ebubeagu commander 
killed in Ebonyi by gunmen
By David Eze,
Abakaliki

U
nknown gunmen 
have killed two mem-
bers of  the All Pro-

gressives Congress (APC) in 
Ebonyi State. Also, a Com-
mander of  Ebubeagu in Og-
boji Ward, Ezza North Local 
Government Area, Charles 
Nwankwo was also attacked 
and killed by gunmen.

The killing of  the APC 
members reportedly took 
place in Mkpuma Akpatak-
pa Community in Izzi Lo-
cal Government Area of  the 

State. They were said to be 
attending an APC meeting 
in the community when the 
gunmen stormed the venue 
and opened fire on all pres-
ent. The hoodlums, who 
were said to be two in num-
ber, reportedly operated with 
a motorcycle. They were said 
to have quickly zoomed off  
having completed their mis-
sion. Two persons were con-
firmed dead while two others 
who were injured are receiv-
ing treatment at the Alex Ek-
wueme Federal University 
Teaching Hospital, Abakali-
ki, (AE-FUTHA).



News

Discontinue your senatorial
re-election bid - Umahi tells Egwu
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

G
overnor David 
Umahi of  Ebonyi 
state has called on 

the Senator representing 
Ebonyi North in the Na-
tional Assembly, Dr. Sam 
Egwu to discontinue his 
reelection bid in the inter-
est of  equity, justice and 
fairness.

Governor Umahi made 
the call during an APC Lo-
cal Government Area Ral-
ly at the Headquarters of  
Ohaukwu Local Govern-
ment Rally, 135, Ezzamg-
bo, Saturday.

Governor Umahi decried 

the situation where a major 
beneficiary of  equity and 
justice like Senator Egwu 
would be advocating re-
turn of  power to the South 
after eight years, insisting 
that such would destabilize 
the political equation and 
peace of  the State.

“I am ashamed that 
someone from Ebonyi 
North would appear in a 
poster with someone from 
my place who is aspiring to 
replace me after eight years.

“Having started the jour-
ney from the North, equity 
demands that it should re-
turn back to the North after 
the Central and South have 
taken their turns.”
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Governor Umahi urged 
the people to reciprocate 
the gesture of  the Izzi peo-
ple by voting for the Gov-
ernorship and Senatorial 
Candidates of  the party in 
the forthcoming general 
elections.

The wife of  the Gover-
nor, Mrs. Rachel Umahi 
admonished the people to 
strive to uphold their lead-
ership status in the State by 
supporting the Candidature 
of  Right Honourable Fran-
cis Nwifuru and other Can-
didates of  APC ahead of  
the elections.

“My dear good people of  
Ohaukwu, I want you to re-
member that leadership of  

this State started from here, 
do not allow that status to 
elude you.”

The Governorship Can-
didate of  the APC, Right 
Honourable Francis Nwi-
furu appealed to the people 
to reward the support of  the 
Izzi people over the years 
by voting him and the APC 
Senatorial Candidate in the 
election.

The Ebonyi North Sen-
atorial Candidate, Mr. 
Onyekachi Nwebonyi and 
the Candidate for Ebonyi/
Ohaukwu Federal Constit-
uency, Mr. Eze Nwachuk-
wu pledged to offer the peo-
ple credible representation 
if  elected in the election.

Oweregbulam Chinazakpere, stamped her authority at the Nigeria Women Football League, NWFL, game between defending
champions and experienced CAF Club bronze medalist, Bayelsa Queens and Delta Queens at the Samson Siasia Stadium in Yenagoa.

Alleged killing of  police officers: Police
begin mass arrest of Ndiegoro residents
From Dan Maduagwu,  
Umuahia

G
overnor Okezie Ik-
peazu of  Abia State 
has condemned mass 

arrest of  Abia citizens around 
the Ndiegoro area of  Aba by 
officers of  the Nigeria Po-
lice, as a result of  the alleged 
killing of some policemen 
around the area. 

The Governor’s position is 
in reaction to the mass arrest 
of  residents of  Ndiegoro area 
of  Aba by men of  Nigeria Po-
lice Force from Ndiegoro Po-
lice station.

The arrests are in connec-
tion with the killing of  a Po-
liceman by armed men on 
Tuesday, during a shootout.

The Governor also con-
demned in its totality, any act 
of  hostility against any secu-
rity agent anywhere in Abia 

State for killing of  a police 
officer under any guise what-
soever.

In a statement signed by 
his Chief  Press Secretary, 
Barr Onyebuchi Ememanka, 
Ikpeazu canvassed that the 
peace and security enjoyed 
in the State which has set 
Abia State apart as an oasis 
of  peace is largely should not 
be tampered with. 

He acknowledged that the 
peaceful atmosphere in and 
around the State is attributa-
ble to the gallantry and com-
mitment of  the officers of  the 
different security agencies in 
the State. 

The Governor said, “It is 
therefore preposterous and 
unacceptable that the same 
officers who strive day and 
night for our safety will re-
ceive any form of  hostility 
from the citizens.” 

The Governor assured that 
his government will work 
with the Police in the State 
to fish out the perpetrators of 
that heinous act and ensure 
that they face the law as ap-
propriate.  

The statement went further 
“Governor Ikpeazu however 
assures innocent citizens in 
the area that his administra-
tion is already in talks with 
all the Service Commanders 
of  the different Security agen-
cies in the State with a view 
to bringing the situation un-
der control, and ensure that 
peace and tranquility returns 
to the area.” “Innocent citi-
zens must be protected at all 
costs. That is the position of 
the law. 

All innocent citizens are 
hereby urged to remain calm 
and go about their business-
es without fear, let nor hin-
drance”, the statement said.

Okigwe zone receives Imo Gov
Uzodimma, confers chieftaincy 
title on him 

T
he people of  Okigwe 
zone comprising the 
six Local Government 

Areas of  Imo State which 
includes Okigwe, Onuimo, 
Isiala Mbano, Ehime Mbano, 
Ihitte Uboma and Obowo 
on Saturday received at held 
a grand reception in honour 
of  the incumbent Imo State 
Governor, Senator Hope 
Uzodimma, at the Okigwe 
Township Stadium.

The event which was or-
ganised by Okigwe Global 
Leaders Forum witnessed 
a large gathering of  various 
stakeholders, Party faithful 
and community leaders from 
the zone.

At the grand reception, His 
Excellency, Senator Hope 
Uzodimma and his  wife, 
Barr. (Mrs) Chioma Uzod-
imma were conferred with a 
Chieftaincy title of  “Chuk-
wumereze ndi Okigwe” 
which they said was in recog-
nition and appreciation of  the 
Governor’s unprecedented 
performance of  his 3R ad-
ministration. 

The elated Governor ex-
pressed gratitude to the peo-
ple of  Okigwe for such a 
warm reception and honour. 
He assured the people of  ad-
equate attention, from the 
Government to issues affect-
ing the general well-being of  
ndi Okigwe.

The Governor therefore 
called for the continued sup-
port of  ndi Okigwe to the 
Shared Prosperity adminis-
tration, to enable the Gov-
ernment to deliver more div-
idends of  democracy to the 
people.

.

Ikwuano High Court was burnt down
by hoodlums - Abia Govt
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
wo weeks after a High 
Court building in Ik-
wuano LGA of  Abia 

State was gutted by fire, Abia 
State government has revealed 
that the facility was actually 
set ablaze by suspected hood-
lums. 

This disclosure was made 
by Abia State Attorney-Gen-
eral and Commissioner for 
Justice, Chief  Uche Ihediwa 
(SAN) after he visited the 
scene of  the fire disaster. 

During the fire incident, 
building, books, files, elec-
tronic gadgets, tables, chairs 
and some other property in 
the Court worth millions of  
naira were consumed by the 
fire. Chief  Ihediwa, who who 
could not hide  his anger and 
disappointment after inspect-
ing the extent of  damage at 
the High Court building, said 

the property must have been 
set on fire by hoodlums .

The Senior Advocate of  
Nigeria noted that the Court 
which was built by the govern-
ment of  Dr Okezie Ikpeazu, 
was put in place to ensure 
smooth and speedy carrying 
out of  justice and other legal 
administration in and for the 
people of  Ikwuano. 

But with the destruction of  
the Court, the Attorney-Gen-
eral said those who have cases 
already in the Court and those 
who are coming with fresh 
ones, would now travel down 
to Umuahia, State capital to 
have their matters attended to.  
Also confirming the report, 
the Public Relations Officer 
(PRO) of  Abia State Ministry 
of  Justice, Journalists Anyim 
James Agbai said the State 
Ministry of  Justice was not 
happy over the attack on the 
High Court building. 

Umahi grants PDP free use of state 
stadium for Presidential rally
By David Eze,  Abakaliki

G
overnor David Uma-
hi of  Ebonyi State has 
granted the People’s 

Democratic Party free use of  
the State Stadium facility for 
its Presidential Campaign ral-
ly. The rally is slated for Janu-
ary 26, 2023 in Abakaliki. 

The PDP in a letter ad-

dressed to the Governor, ti-
tled: “Notice of  Presidential 
Rally of  the People’s Demo-
cratic Party in Ebonyi State”, 
dated 20th January, 2023, 
had requested the use of  the 
Pa Ngele Oruta Township 
stadium, accepting to pay the 
prescribed fees in line with the 
operative Executive Order in 
the State. 

Governor Umahi in a re-
sponse waived the fees and 
directed the Acting Chairman 
of  the State Board of  Internal 
Revenue not to collect any fee 
from the Party. 

He also directed the Com-
missioner for Youth and 
Sports Development to grant 
the Party unhindered access 
to the facility. To strengthen 
his directive, Governor Uma-
hi further appealed to his Par-
ty, the All Progressives Con-
gress to move its campaign 
scheduled to hold in the facil-
ity same day to another venue 
in order to make space for the 
PDP. 

He also notified the State 
Commissioner of  Police of  
the event, directing, as the 
Chief  Security Officer of  the 
State, that adequate security 
be made available to the Party. 

Recall that in line with 
the Governor’s all-inclusive 
stance; he had earlier ap-
proved the facility for the La-
bour Party’s Presidential rally 
which is yet to be held in the 
state.

Slain Igbo Catholic
Priest in Niger State, 
buried amidst tears

T
he remains of  Reverend 
Father Isaac Achi, the 
priest who was burnt to 

death by bandits in Niger State 
last Sunday January 15, was 
laid to rest at the St Michael 
Catholic Church premises in 
Minna, the capital of  Niger on 
Friday, January 20.

News Echo had reported that 
the bandits invaded his resi-
dence in Kaffin Koro, Paikoro 
Local Government Area of  
the state, to attack him. When 
they could not access his apart-
ment, they set the building on 
fire, causing him to burn to 
death.

 The deceased priest hailed 
from Kaffin Koro and was cel-
ebrated as the first indigenous 
Catholic priest from Gbagyi/
Koro land. He had survived 
multiple attacks, including the 
Christmas Day bombing in 
Madalla, still in Niger State, in 
2011, before his death.
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n its efforts to expedite the circulation Iof its new naira notes, the Central 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) has 

launched a cash swap programme across 
local government areas in Nigeria.

The apex bank made this known on 
Friday in a circular addressed to all 
DMBs, mobile money operators (MMOs), 
super agents and agents.

The apex bank said that the cash swap 
programme is in partnership with super 
agents and deposit money banks (DMBs) 
at different parts of the country. Super 
agents refer to companies licensed by the 
CBN to recruit for the purpose of agency 
banking.

In recent times, the CBN launched 
sensitization campaigns in markets across 
Nigeria to educate citizens on the new 
notes. It also vowed to sanction any 
commercial bank found hoarding the new 
notes.

The old notes are expected to be out of 
circulation by the end of January.

Meanwhile, the apex bank said the new 
cash swap programme takes effect from 
Monday, January 23, 2022. The bank said 
the old N1000, N500, N200 notes can be 
exchanged for the newly redesigned notes 
and the existing lower denominations 
(N100, N50 and N20, etc) which remain 
legal tender.

The Cash Swap Policy was contained in 
a circular issued by the apex bank at the 
weekend and signed by Haruna Mustafa 
an Musa Jimoh, Directors of Banking 
Supervision and Payments Systems , 
respectively and dated January 20, 2023, 
the circular indicated that the Cash 
Centres would commence operations 
from Monday January 22, 2023.

Addressed to Deposit Money Banks 
(DMBs), Mobile Money Operators , 
Super Agents and Agents, the circular said 
that the exercise would enable rural 
dwellers to seamlessly change their old 
Naira Notes for the redesigned ones.

It reads in part::
“In furtherance of its Naira Redesign 

policy, the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) 
h a s  s u s t a i n e d  i t s  n a t i o n w i d e 
awareness/sensitization programmes, 
enforced speedy collection of the new 
notes at CBN branches by the Deposit 
Money Banks (DMBs) and mandated 
issuance of  the new notes through 
Automated Teller Machines (ATMs) to 
ensure distribution is fair, transparent and 
evenly spread across the country.

“In addition to these measures and in 
recognition of the need to maximise the 
channels through which underserved and 
rural communities can exchange their 
Naira, the Bank is launching a cash swap 
programme in partnership with Super 
Agents & DMBs. The programme enables 
citizens in rural areas or those with 

limited access to formal financial services 
to exchange old Naira notes for redesigned 
notes.

“The initiative takes effect from 
Monday, January 23, 2023 as follows:

“The old N1000, N500, N200 notes can 
be exchanged for the newly redesigned 
n o t e s  a n d / o r  t h e  ex i s t i n g  l owe r 
denominations (N100, N50 and N20, etc) 
which remain legal tender.

“The agent shall exchange a maximum 
of N10,000 per person. Amounts above 
N10,000 may be treated as cash-in deposit 
into wallets or bank accounts in line with 
the cashless policy. BVN, NIN, or Voter's 
card details of the customers should be 
captured as much as possible.

“To promote financial inclusion, this 
service is also available to anybody 
without a bank account. Agents may, on 
request instantly open a wallet or account, 
l everaging  the  CBN Tiered  KYC 
Framework. This will ensure that this 
category of the populace are able to 
exchange or deposit their cash seamlessly 
without taking unnecessary risk or 
incurring undue cost.

“Agents shall sensitize customers on 
opening wallets/ bank accounts and the 
various channels for conducting electronic 
transactions.

“Designated agents are eligible to 
collect the redesigned notes from DMBs in 
line with the Revised Cash Withdrawal 
Limit policy. Agents are also permitted to 
charge cash- out fees for the cash swap 
transactions but prohibited from charging 
any further commissions to customers for 
this service.

“Agents shall render weekly returns to 
their designated banks regarding the cash 
swap transactions. DMBs shall in turn 
render same to the CBN on a weekly basis.

“Principals (Super Agents, MMOs, 
DMBs) shall be held accountable for their 
agents' adherence to the above guidelines.

“Cash Swap agents will be readily 
identifiable in all local governments, 
particularly those in the rural areas.

“The CBN will continue to monitor 
implementation of the programme and 
provide further guidance as may be 
necessary.”

The Apex bank has also said that any 
commercial bank that fails to pick up the 
new naira notes for distribution will be 
fined N1 million daily.

It also mandated the banks to put new 
naira notes in their ATMs all over Nigeria 
so that Nigerians will have access to the 
new naira notes.

We therefore urge the authorised 
players and the major stakeholders to 
sincerely comply with the policy directives 
to enable a smooth and hitch-free 
transition of the redesigned Naira notes.
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Opinion

h e n  P a s t o r  P a u l 

WOsaromen dropped an 
u s u a l  p r o p h e t i c 

message to the nation about four 
years ago in 2019 -that the Igbos of  
Nigeria should prepare to take over 
the rein of  leadership of  Nigeria 
after President Muhammadu 
Buhari ,  not  many were too 
surprised.

Yes, because any discerning 
mind simply know that it was about 
time. About time to give these 
dogged never-say-die sons of  the 
East opportunity to contribute 
their committed quota to the 
growth of  this nation, Nigeria.

About time to get those who 
h ave  p r a c t i c a l ly  a n d  t r u ly 
demonstrated their implicit belief  
in this nation by turning every 
hamlet of  Nigeria into home and 
dwelling place, to lead the way. To 
lead the way, nurture our economy 
back to life again and encourage 
the rest part of  Nigeria do same.

But in addition to the prophecy, 
Pastor Osaromen then shocked the 
wits off  his congregation when he 
added that, the only major problem 
with an Igbo man mounting the 
saddle in Aso Rock for Nigeria to 
rise again would be his brethren, 
"the Igbo people", to use his exact 
words.

In plain language, that it would 
be the Igbo sons and daughters that 
would block, blackmail, hinder 
and sabotage the chosen one!

That was four clear years ago. 
And today, from being a former 
r unning-mate  to  Alh At iku 
Abubakar, Mr Peter Obi, an Igbo 
man has moved from the shadows 
to become the man to beat in the 
fast approaching February 25, 
2023 presidential election. His rise 
and popularity was actually 
meteoric. No one really saw it 
coming.

His initial challenges came 
from his party men and women, 
who expected him to fork out 
between ten and twenty-five 
thousand dollars, or even more, for 
each of  the delegates to the party's 
Presidential Convention to elect 
the presidential flagbearer.

But the truth is that when the 
hand of  God Almighty is involved, 
no one would hinder or stop His 
anointed. Obi read the mood 
accurately and instantly took a 
dignified walk, leaving behind all 
the political chicanery.

He didn't just take a walk, he 
instantly resigned from the party 
h av i n g  f o u n d  o u t  t h a t  t h e 
leadership has been taken over by 
p e o p l e  w i t h  i n s i n c e r e 
tongues/lifestyles. People who 
draw up laws and Constitution they 
won't adhere to. And as the good 
book had charged us, -to run away 
fast from such persons, Obi ran. 
And even took away the heart and 
soul of  the party and the people 
with him. And the G-5 Governors 
on our minds.

From what has been going on 
since his departure many months 
ago, he left behind a cacophonous 
bunch of  irreconcilable persons, 
most of  who believed that money is 

everything. People who apparently 
believed that the old 'system' would 
last forever and that the people 
would equally continue to be 
hoodwinked ad infinitum.

However for those who know 
Obi well, he's someone who will 
never disobey God Almighty! So, 
he simply ran away from the party 
k n o w i n g  f u l l  w e l l  t h a t 
inconsistency had become the 
hallmark of  her leadership. It 
means that no one knows what 
other chicanery they would come 
up with next.

He then landed in the 'barely 
known' Labour Party (LP), as 
described by his traducers.

Almost  immediate ly,  the 
characters he left behind in PDP, 
with their visible uncharted course 
instantly raised alarm, claiming 
that Obi's Labour Party was 
unknown; and that he has no 
'structure'. Whatever that means.

Doesn't it then surprise the 
world that barely ninety days after 
all these, Obi and his tornado-like 
Obidient Movement powered by 
the teeming Nigerian youths has 
kept both Atiku of  the PDP and 
Alhaji Bola Tinubu of  the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
sleepless, restless and disconsolate, 
day-in, day-out! It has remained 
same for all their parties' other 
candidates and political minions 
nationwide.

Consequently, anything any of  
these opposition candidates could 
hold on to shoot Obi or any of  his 
LP party's candidates down, even 
if  it's mere blanks, have not been 
spared.

Why not, when the nations 
everyday people, the youth, the 
mothers, their fathers, artisans, 
professionals and even the classless 
have taken over the whole Nigerian 
streets, the streams, the shops, the 
m a r k e t s,  t h e  m o s q u e s,  t h e 
churches, the schools, the salons, 
the boutiques,  the bars and 
restaurants to identify with Obi and 
the message of  hope that he 
represents as well as his recovery 
plans for Nigeria. This was while 
his  opponents  continued to 
embarrass the nation locally and 
overseas with hitherto unknown 
and unheard sleazy deals and 
outlandish roguery they had made 
of  themselves and the economic 
life of  Nigeria and even some other 
nations like Singapore too. They 
were so audacious and bold at the 
a c c u s a t i o n s  a n d  c o u n t e r -
accusations that observers started 
wondering whether that was their 
agenda to use to pull Nigeria from 
t h e  d e b i l i t a t i n g  e c o n o m i c 
doldrums the nation has found 
itself.

Yet they brook no shame at all 
still walking the streets. Yet some 
Nigerians still follow and identify 
with them, apparently because of  
the crumbs they pick from under 
the tables of  these wicked masters 
and lords.

As  the  seeming  he lp les s 
supporters trudge on with these 
cash lords no one or opportunity 
was then spared. Not even the LP's 
senatorial candidate for Anambra 

Central, Chief  Victor Umeh. He 
was dragged to court, and even 
allegedly sponsored other persons 
to drag him about in other Courts 
too.

Most analysts believe that all 
these were ultimately targeted at 
Peter Obi! More like the maxim of  
'delinda eh Cathego'(Carthage 
must  be  des t royed) ,  o f  the 
mediaeval Roman Cathagenian 
wars era.

O b i  mu s t  b e  d e s t r oye d . 
Completely destroyed! All in the 
name of  politics. Really? What 
about the age long saying that 
blood is thicker than water.

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  O b i  w a s 
consequently, described in many 
demeaning adjectives, tones and 
languages, all in the name of  dirty 
p o l i t i c s  a n d  s e l f i s h - d r ive n 
p e r m u t a t i o n s .  M a n y  h av e 
d e s c r i b e d  s o m e  o f  t h e s e 
permutations as analog, selfish, 
vain, shameful and awful.

Else, how could men, women, 
youths and electorate from all 
profession, tribes, tongue, social, 
economic,  pol i t ica l  a l l  and 
religious persuasion clamour for 
Peter Obi as the President the 
nation needs at this particular time, 
then his own Igbo brothers like 
Governor Chukwuma Soludo and 
Senator Uche Ekwunife lead the 
pack to drag him about and down. 
It's awful! It's reprehensible! It's 
condemnable! Especially when 
v i e w e d  f r o m  t h e  f i l i a l 
consideration that the all come 
from same Anambra state.

It's even more shocking to note 
that both Soludo and Ekwunife are 
hitherto beneficiaries of  mass 
appeal from same political territory 
with Obi in Anambra state.

Correct or not, Soludo and 
Ekwunife had variously remained 
in the nation's political since the 
return of  democracy in Nigeria, 
mid 1998. So is it not time both take 
a sabbatical?

Today, barely 200 hundred days 
in the saddle as the governor of  one 
of  the richest and critical State in 
Nige r ia ,  So ludo  i s  a l r eady 
scheming on how to become the 
only known Nigerian President of  
Igbo extraction. While Ekwunife 
w a n t  t o  l i f t  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Assembly's sit-tight championship.

Unfortunately, both officers 
had been enjoying chummy 
relationship with the citizens of  
Anambra state until now. It's no 
longer so, and would likely never be 
so again.

If  it were in the South West, 
their career, whatever it used to be, 
would have instantly simply gone 
down the political drain. They are 
free to inquire from the Jakandes 
and the Babatopes! Because once 
these two names consciously or 
subconsciously put themselves on 
the wrong side of  the South West 
political configuration, it became 
their eternal nonc dimitis till date.

While Soludo has not done 
three-quarter distance of  his 
maiden term of  four years, he has 
already truncated his governorship 
history. It's almost certain he would 
join the inglorious club of  one-term 

governors. Some political watchers 
believed it would not be a bad idea 
if  only to teach others a lesson or 
two on how not to be a traducer to 
the one God has chosen.

Ekwunife, was accused of  
openly working to undermine Peter 
Obi, saying that Nigeria do not 
need a kindergarten President! 
Whaaaat? If  it's true, then that 
would be a brand new case study in 
ingratitude.

Surprisingly if  there's any 
politician closely related to Obi, 
that person is Ekwunife(Iyom, Ada 
Igboukwu) and Victor Umeh. They 
all hail from same genealogical and 
political origin. While Obi comes 
from Agulu, Umeh comes from 
Aguluzoigbo and Ekwunife comes 
from Igboukwu. Their ancestors 
were brothers. And the trio have 
remained very close to each other, 
until political subterfuge now tore 
them apart. Such that Ekwunife 
would be alleged to publicly refer to 
Obi as a kindergarten president! 
Tufia kwa!

S o ,  a p p a r e n t l y  i n  h e r 
calculation nothing would be held 
sacred or spared to favour Atiku 
and the PDP, not even blood that 
was known to be always thicker 
than water. This is sad. And no one 
from any other zone in Nigeria 
would do it. But South East.

I t ' s  e v e n  d i s t u r b i n g l y 
s c a n d a l o u s  t o  r e a l i s e  t h a t 
Ekwunife remain a sure bet among 
the few greatest beneficiaries in a 
Peter Obi presidency. Why is she 
then doing this? Was it because 
they sold a hilarious dummy to 
some inarticulate people of  the 
zone that 'Atiku remains the fastest 
route to an Igbo President', or that 
he would do only one term?

The idea is shamefully childish, 
ridiculous, funny and baseless, and 
anyone who believes such political 
nonsense would simply believe 
a n y t h i n g .  W h a t  a b o u t  t h e 
constitutionally stipulated zoning 
issue that was copiously enshrined 
in the PDP constitution. Yet, Atiku 
muscled the party into truncating 
it. He bought his way through and 
ended up making the party leaders 
look simply like guns for hire any 
day.

That unfortunate decision 
clearly dealt a heavy blow to her 
individual and corporate image 
and perception, because of  one 
man, Atiku. It made them look as 
politically unreliable characters 
who could waver and turn their 
laws upside-down any day, any 
moment. People who have no 
regards or respect to their words, 
laws or agreement. Just because of  
one man, Atiku.

If  he could thrash the party's 
constitution so arbitrarily to satisfy 
his personal ambition, before 
assuming  execut ive  powers 
unchallenged, who in his/her right 
senses would believe he won't do 
worse things as an executive 
president with executive powers?

And this is the same man who 
as a Vice President forced a sitting 
President down on his knees in 
tears to support his reelection!

President Buhari, from the 

North, according to a generally 
known understanding took over 
f r o m  a  S o u t h e r n  N i ge r i a n 
president and did eight years that 
wrecked all the aspects of  Nigeria's 
pol i t ica l ,  economic,  socia l , 
r e l i g ious  ba lance/cohes ion 
unperturbed. Instead of  all men of  
goodwill from the North to stay 
clear and allow the South East as 
the only zone yet to have a shot, 
Atiku and some few others in 
apparent show of  arrogant display 
of  political rascality derided the 
arrangement and all those who 
adhere to its upkeep, by jumping 
into the presidential election arena, 
including Atiku. It shows and 
means that he cares less about rules 
and feelings of  anyone, not even 
the whole nation, but himself.

Anyone trying to rationalize 
the right of  the South East, 
particularly the face of  the zone in 
t h e  c o m i n g  Fe b  2 5 ,  2 0 2 3 
presidential election, Mr. Peter Obi 
is certainly an enemy.  

Not just enemy to Obi, but to all 
Nigerians of  good conscience. 
They have become enemies to our 
welfare, our health/educational, 
economic/social recovery plans 
that he represents. 

And the only way to show our 
anger is through our votes. Let's 
turn our back on all those who have 
made themselves our enemies.

Let all Nigerians vote massively 
for Peter Obi for the future of  
Nigeria and coming generations as 
anything else may signify an end to 
our dear nation. 

Atiku was the second in 
command for 8 full years, and only 
helped himself, family and friends. 
So the question is, why didn't he 
use that opportunity to unleash the 
Eldorado, he and his foot-soldiers 
like Soludo and Ekwunife have 
been mouthing about now.

Let them name one single 
project he facilitated in the entire 
South East zone as a mark of  his 
fair mindedness. Little wonder 
Soludo was counselled by the 
President of  the Imo General 
Assembly  in  Nnewi ,  Chie f  
Chinedu Igwe "not to be distracted 
by promises by Abuja to make him 
president after his tenure as 
governor..."

But in his seeming feeble 
a t t e m p t  t o  d e f e n d  h i s 
administration's pulling down of  
Labour Party's and Obi's campaign 
billboards in Anambra, Soludo 
accused Obi of  doing similar things 
too earlier while he superintended 
the state as governor years back. 

Because many others before 
him were similarly given such fake 
and unfulfilled promises like that.

The masses, youths and the 
downtrodden of  this nation, 
opinion polls and even prophecies 
have consistently named Obi as the 
next and incoming president of  
Nigeria. Therefore any direct or 
indirect attacks on him will only 
mean attacking God Almighty 
who sent him. Hence we can 
simply wish Gov Soludo and Sen 
Ekwunife and other enemies 
within well in their enterprise. Only 
time will tell

2023 and South East: Of kindergarten President
and analogous political permutations
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, Awka
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Ebonyi community petitions IGP, Rights Commission
over killings, accuses Umahi of sabotage
By David Eze,
 Abakaliki

T
he Edda clan, in the 
Afikpo South Local 
Government Area of 

Ebonyi State, has expressed 
displeasure over Governor 
David Umahi’s alleged in-
consistency in his handling 
of  the killings and crises that 
have bedevilled the area, re-

cently.   
This was as the clan pe-

titioned the Inspector-Gen-
eral of  Police, Usman Baba; 
Speaker of  the House of 
Representatives, Femi Gba-
jabiamila; and the National 
Human Rights Commission, 
calling on the authorities to 
probe the recent killings in 
the area and bring the perpe-
trators to justice.

One of  the Conveners 
of  Edda Identity, apex so-
cio-cultural group in the 
area, Chief  Julius Oji (aka 
Ochiri Edda), in an open let-
ter dated January 19th, 2023, 
signed on behalf  of  the people 
and addressed to the IGP, 
Speaker of  the House of  Rep-
resentatives and the National 
Human Rights Commission, 
alleged Governor Umahi was 

playing politics with the lives 
of  the people.

According to the let-
ter, “In 2020, the people of 
Edda, (Afikpo South) LGA 
of  Ebonyi State witnessed 
a very tragic crisis that re-
sulted in the death of  many 
sons of  Edda. These killings 
and worrisome situations 
prompted prominent sons 
and daughters on the plat-
form of  the Edda Identity to 
set up a panel of  inquiry to 
look into the situation and 
proffer solutions. 

“The committee, which 
was headed by Sir George 
Ukpai, the former Audi-
tor-General of  Ebonyi State 
had its inauguration and later 
its sittings at John Holt, Owu-
tu Edda.  

“During the inquiry, the 
panel invited all the actors 
mentioned as being in the 
know of  the violence to ap-
pear before it. 

The panel in its wisdom 
made frantic efforts to en-
sure that all the actors had 
equal opportunity to speak 
and were given a fair hearing. 
After weeks of  facts finding, 
the panel came up with rec-
ommendations and a resolu-
tion which was submitted to 
the office of  the Chief  of  Staff 
to the State Government of 
Ebonyi and to the then, SA 
to the Governor on Internal 
Security, Mr. Stanley Okoro 
Emegha. A copy was also 
submitted to the council of 
Ndi Eze of  the 11 autono-
mous communities of  Edda.

“Also in August 2020, the 
Edda Identity met with the 
Governor of  Ebonyi State, 
Engr. David Nweze Umahi 
in Abuja and handed him a 
copy of the recommendations 
of  the panel and resolutions. 
However, years after the rec-

ommendations were sent and 
submitted to the governor, 
there has been no response 
from the State Government 
as regards implementation, 
hence the recommendations 
and resolutions didn’t see 
the light of  the day or did the 
State Government intervene. 
The governor flatly failed in 
his promise to the group that 
submitted the result to act ac-
cordingly.”

The letter added, “In June 
2020, some of  our aggrieved 
sons had written you com-
plaining about at least 30 
cases of  murder, arson, rape, 
grievous assaults, intimida-
tion, etc.

While the office of  the Na-
tional Human Rights Com-
mission made some attempts 
at investigation, the Ebonyi 
State Police Command nev-
er did anything. We likewise 
published the same complaint 
in the newspaper after your 
office acknowledged receiv-
ing it.

“Today, the governor of  Eb-
onyi State, Engr. Umahi has 
again set up a commission of 
inquiry over the recent kill-
ings of  26th December 2022 
and 1st January 2023 in Ekoli 
and Amoso Edda respective-
ly.  

“Our question today is why 
the State Government setting 
up a new Commission of 
Inquiry when it deliberate-
ly refused to implement the 
previous resolutions and rec-
ommendations already made 
available to him that perhaps 
mentioned the known same 
actors as perpetrators of  the 
numerous crimes of political 
killings in Edda who the gov-
ernment deliberately refused 
to ensure their prosecution 
because they are all well 
known?

2023: Party chairman collapses, 
dies at town hall meeting in Enugu

T
he Acting Chairman 
of  the ruling Peoples 
Democratic Party 

in Udi Local Government 
Area of  Enugu State, S. K. B. 
Ogbuagu, is dead.

He reportedly collapsed 
on Thursday evening during 
a town hall meeting of  the 
governorship candidate of  
the party.

The meeting was held at 
Ezeagu Local Government 
Area headquarters.

Sources indicated that the 
town hall meeting had ended 
and everyone was moving 
to the reception venue when 
Ogbuagua had a crisis.

The acting Chairman, who 
was said to be an asthma pa-
tient, was immediately rushed 
to a nearby hospital, where he 
gave up the ghost.

The party was yet to issue 
an official statement on the 
development as of  the time of  
filing this report.

Meanwhile, efforts to speak 
to the state party Chairman, 
Augustine Nnamani, on the 
incident were unsuccessful as 
he did not answer his calls.

The Independent National 
Electoral Commission has 
fixed the governorship elec-
tion for March 11, 2023.

Abia declares 
Monday, Tuesday 
public holidays for 
PVC collection

... Banks exempted
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia  

T
o beat the January 29 
deadline set by the Inde-
pendent National Elec-

toral Commission (INEC) 
for the collection of  Perma-
nent Voter’s Card (PVC), 
Abia State government has 
declared public holidays on 
Monday and Tuesday.

The holidays, according to 
the state government were to 
enable Abians who have not 
collected their own PVCs to 
get their own from their points 
of  registration before the expi-
ration of  the January 29 dead-
line. Abia State Governor, 
Dr Okezie Ikpeazu said this 
in a statement signed by Barr 
Chris Ezem, the Secretary to 
the State government. 

“Consequently, all public 
offices and markets are to be 
closed as all are enjoined to 
use this opportunity to visit 
the INEC offices or collection 
centres where they registered 
to collect their PVCs ahead of  
the 29th January 2023 dead-
line by INEC for closure of  
PVC collection.”

“The Executives of  the 
various markets in the State 
are directed to ensure strict 
compliance on the closure of  
their various markets or be 
prepared to face appropriate 
sanctions.” 

The statement however said 
“banks and those on essential 
duties are not affected by this 
directive.”

President Muhammadu Buhari receives in audience Dr. Sidi Ould Tah, DG of the Arab Bank for Economic Development 
(BADEA), alongside the CBN Governor, Mr. Godwin Emefiele in State House recently.

Okigwe South: Chike Okafor ‘ll 
do more if reelected - Onwueyigba
By Ikenna Orioha

A
n APC stalwart in 
Obowo local gov-
ernment area of  Imo 

State, Mrs. Chinwe Onwuey-
igba, says Hon. Chike Okafor 
deserves to be reelected for 
the 3rd term in office because 
he will do more human ori-
ented things for the people of  
Ehime Mbano, Ihitte Uboma 
and Obowo Federal Constit-
uency.

Hon. Chike Okafor is the 
Member representing Okig-
we South in the House of  
Representatives. He con-

tested the election in 2015 
under the platform of  APC 
and won massively. Now, he 
is serving 2nd term still with 
the APC.

Speaking to journalists in 
Owerri during the APC pres-
idential rally last week, On-
wueyigba noted that Chike 
Okafor being a pragmatic 
and charismatic politician is 
going to the National Assem-
bly to consolidate his good, 
fair and quality representa-
tion of  the people of  Okig-
we South especially in the 
areas of  youth and women 
employment, empowerment 
and infrastructure.

Power struggle tears Umuowa community apart

By Jude Onyenedogha

S
ome indigenes of  Umu-
owa autonomous com-
munity have protested 

against what they described 
as high-handedness and dic-
tatorial tendencies of  their 
traditional ruler, Eze M.C 
Duruigbo.

Rising from a general 
meeting Saturday, members 
of  the community protested 
against actions of  the tradi-
tional ruler who they said 
have continued to rule the 
community as an enclave, 
hijacking the town union 
leadership in addition to 
his cultural and traditional 

roles.
They alleged that  the tra-

ditional ruler rejected the 
democratically elected presi-
dent general of  the commu-
nity, Deacon Freeman Ezike 
and handpicked his cabinet 
member and empowered 
him to be impersonating the 
president general.

They carried placards 
bearing different inscriptions 
such as; “Eze M.C Duruig-
bo should face traditional, 
cultural issues and allow 
town union to handle com-
munity administration, “Eze 
Duruigbo and cabals should 
leave Rev. Fr. Sergius Duru 
and St. Mary’s Children 

... As Eze, Town union executive fight over community administration
and Community Hospital 
alone”.

Others read; “Chief  Emma 
Ebere should stop intruding 
into hospital affairs and leave 
Fr. Sergius alone,  since he is 
no longer the Board Chair-
man, “We condemn the sale 
of  Afor Ujah Market shops 
by Eze M.C Duruigbo and 
his men, among others.

In his address during the 
meeting, the President Gen-
eral, Deacon Freeman Ezike 
made it clear that all is not 
well in the community.

He said the traditional rul-
er who has been dictating for 
the community for over thir-
ty years he has been on the 
throne, has kept the commu-
nity redundant in all spheres 
of  development, as he and 
his cohorts hijacks every 
developmental project that 
comes into the community, 
and are currently attempting 
to run down the only sur-
viving laudable investment 
in the community -the St 
Mary’s Hospital, Umuowa, 
attracted by an illustrious 
son of  the community, Rev. 
Fr.Dr. Sergius Duru, through 
his friends and foreign part-
ners.



News

Alleged ESN sponsorship: Community 
women urge Uzodimma to free 
Eze Nwokocha 
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By Ikenna Orioha

F
ollowing the allega-
tion by Chinwen-
du Nwagwu that 

the Chairman of  Aboh 
Mbaise Council of  Tradi-
tional Rulers, HRH, Eze 
Leo Nwokocha, is the chief  
sponsor of  Eastern Security 
Network (ESN) at Mbaise 
Unit hence his arrest and 
detention by the Imo State 
Police Command,  women 
of  Umunneato Uguru have 
cried to Governor Hope 
Uzodimma to prevail on 
the police to quickly release 
the monarch.

The urge by the women 
to free Nwokocha came af-
ter a fresh confession was 
made by the suspected ban-
dit, Chinwendu Nwagwu 
(Onye-Army), who vindi-
cated Eze Leo Nwokocha 
of  the allegation when he 
was subjected to more rig-
orous interrogation by the 
police. 

In December last year, the 
suspect was arrested by the 
police at his village when he 
came to bury his father.

Making the plea last 
week at Eke Uguru Mar-
ket Square during a protest 
the women through Mrs. 

Nwaegbu Getrude, Mrs 
Florence Opara and Mrs 
Christiana, called for the 
immediate and uncondi-
tional release of  their tradi-
tional ruler who they said 
is free of  the allegation lev-
elled against him as attested 
by the suspected bandit.

The group posited that 
since the arrest of  their 
monarch they have been 
living in deep pains and 
sadness, pleading with the 
Governor to use his powers 
to release Eze Leo Nwoko-
cha and his brother, Chief  
Mbakwe who is also being 
held.

The women said that Eze 
Leo Nwokocha is an up-
right man with a good heart 
who is innocent of  the al-
legation levelled against 
him by one of  his subjects, 
Chinwendu Nwagwu.

They added that during 
the suspect’s first confes-
sion when he was paraded 
by the police before journal-
ists in Owerri he mentioned 
Eze Leo Nwokocha as one 
of  the ESN sponsors who 
gave them one hundred 
and twenty thousand naira 
through Mr. Ihedioha, who 
he accused as their coordi-
nator in Mbaise Unit.

Governor Uzodimma and First Lady,  Chioma Uzodimma as the former mounts the podium after his chieftaincy conferment 
at Okigwe over the weekend.

Ohanaeze Youths claims 
EFCC is working against 
Ekweremadu

T
he Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
Youth Council, the 
apex Igbo socio-cul-

tural organisation, applaud-
ed the Federal High Court 
judgement on Saturday that 
vacated the interim forfei-
ture order against a former 
Senate President, Senator 
Ike Ekweremadu.

According to the organi-
sation, after the verdict, the 
Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission should 
cover its face in shame for 
the smear campaign against 
Ekweremadu.

While portraying the 
EFCC’s asset forfeiture 
order as a hatchet job, the 
Ohanaeze youths claimed 
Ekweremadu’s only offence 
was being an Igbo guy.

Justice Inyang Ekwo of  a 
Federal High Court in Abu-
ja had while vacating the 
order, said the court discov-
ered that it was fraudulently 
obtained by the EFCC.

The National President of  
Ohanaeze Ndigbo Youths, 
Mazi Okwu Nnabuike, said 
the latest order of  the court 
was a vindication of  its ear-
lier stand that the EFCC 
was allegedly carrying out 
a vendetta on Ekweremadu 
merely because he is an 
Igbo man.

He said, “How else can 
one explain a situation 
where the same EFCC that 

wrote the United Kingdom 
Court against the release 
of  Ekweremadu, sneaked 
into a Federal High Court 
in Nigeria and asked the 
lawmaker to show why his 
properties should not be 
forfeited.

 “It was the height of  
wickedness and rascality 
by an agency of  govern-
ment. This is why we com-
mend the Judge for toeing 
the path of  justice. The 
judgement has put to rest 
the hatchet job done by 
the EFCC against Ekwere-
madu whose only sin is the 
fact that he is an Igbo man.

“The EFCC should right 
now be hiding its face in 
shame for even initiating 
such a process that was not 
only illegal but against nat-
ural justice.

“We expect that for the 
EFCC to purge itself  of  
that dance of  shame, it 
should withdraw the letter 
to the UK court.”

Man escapes lynching in Aba 
for sodomising 12-yr-old boy
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

A 
man in his early 
40s has been appre-
hended in Aba, Abia 

State for attempting to have 
canal knowledge of  a little 
boy aged 12. He was arrest-
ed at Umuimo Estate area in 
Aba while trying to commit 
the heinous crime.

The suspect, who was 
simply identified as Sharp 
Eye by some residents who 
knew him, was said to be a 
suspected gay and urchin 
who allegedly specialized in 
abusing underage children 
but always got away with his 
offences. 

But his crimes were fully 
exposed on Thursday when 
he was caught and nearly 
lynched   by residents of  the 
Estate, as he was about to 
abuse the innocent. 

It was gathered that the 
12-year-old victim (name 
withheld) was sent on an er-
rand by his mother but was 
lured over by the suspected 
gay who also gave him some 
money to buy something for 
him. 

As the innocent boy went 
to drop the items he bought 
for the suspect, he was or-
dered by his attacker to re-
move his trousers and close 

his eyes while facing the wall.
Afraid of  what may hap-

pen to him, the boy was said 
to have raised alarm which 
attracted some neighbors to 
the scene.

“Sharp Eye had already re-
moved his manhood and was 
about to abuse the child from 
anus but we neighbors caught 
him in action and immediate-
ly rescued the child”, said Mr 
Ugwa Okereke , one of  the 
neighbors. 

The suspect, who con-
fessed to the crime, blamed 
the devil for his actions but 
begged the surging crowd to 
spare his life. 

He was later given the beat-
ing of  his life and later bun-
dled to a Police Station in 
pain. 

Meanwhile, the mother of  
the boy, Mrs Monica (sur-
name withheld) who cried 
like a baby, said she sent her 
son on an errand more than 1 
hour earlier without knowing 
that the boy had been lured 
into another house by the sus-
pect.

She demanded that the 
suspect and should be jailed 
and never allowed to live near 
children again. Abia State 
Police Command’s PPRO, 
Geoffrey Ogbonna did not 
pick his calls to speak on the 
incident.

Ikeduru SOLAD lauds Uzodimma’s 
giant strides
By Grace Ofurum

T
he Sole administrator 
of  Ikeduru Local Gov-
ernment Council Rev 

Dr Chidi Ndubuisi Nwane-
bu (CNN) has commended 
the efforts of  the Imo state 
Governor Senator Hope 
Uzodinmma on his numer-
ous achievements since he 
assumed office.

Speaking at the occasion 
of  a one day working visit of 
the governor, Rev Nwanebu 
disclosed that the people of 
Ikeduru are grateful for the 
impact the shared prosperity 
has made through the Re-
habilitation, Reconstruction 
and the Recovery agenda of 
the governor’s administra-
tion. 

He noted that there are 
various signature projects 
of  the governor scattered all 

over the state, especially on 
road infrastructure, health 
care education, the civil ser-
vice, the judiciary and other 
sectors. 

The LG boss, stressed the 
feat of  reconstructing the 
Owerri- Okigwe and the 
Owerri- to Orlu express road 
which has made for ease of 
transport on the roads. Ac-
cording to him, the governor 
has displayed high level of 
foresight, patriotism, disci-
pline, prudence and enough 
capacity to govern the state.

He also thanked the gov-
ernor for approving a 5-kilo-
metre road for Ikeduru, 
thereby bringing develop-
ment closer to the LGA.

The sole administrator 
also seized the opportuni-
ty to thank the government 
for the various appointment 
given to the people of  Ikedu-
ru in his administration and 

urged him not to relent in his 
efforts in changing the nar-
rative in the state.

He also called on the gov-
ernor to consider running for 
2nd term in office, assuring 
that the people of  Ikeduru 
will give him their unalloyed 
support for his re election 
during the November 2023 
Imo state governorship elec-
tion. 

He further disclosed that 
the attitude of  workers to 
work at the LGA has been 
revived as well their pro-
ductivity. He narrated his 
impact since he assumed 
office as the SOLAD, which 
includes working in synergy 
with the security agencies in 
the state to ensure peace and 
stability across the 29 au-
tonomous communities that 
makes up the Council cou-
pled with a reconciliation 
exercise carried out across 

the 12 wards which has 
brought in Unity of  purpose 
amongst the leaders of  Ike-
duru and various blocs. He 
further assured the governor 
of  his commitment towards 
ensuring that candidates 
vying for electoral positions 
from the APC in the Local 
government will emerge vic-
torious.

The governor in his re-
mark thanked the people for 
the warm reception given to 
him and assured of  his con-
tinuous service to the state.

The governor stated that 
his only regret is the issue of 
insecurity caused by the ene-
mies of  the state but assured 
that Mbaike constituency 
will partake in the dividends 
of  his governance as the ad-
ministration progresses.

 He therefore solicited for 
genuine, committed tested 
and trusted ambassadors of 
the state and told the people 
to vote wisely in the forth-
coming election to ensure 
good governance and ac-
countability.

Ekweremadu



along the coast. 
“Next is inadequate 

number of  trucks to meet 
the demand to deliver 
product from depots to 
filling stations nationwide. 
These high logistics and 
e x c h a n g e  r a t e  c o s t s 
continue to put pressure on 

h e  S e n a t e  a n d TPension operators 
clashed over the 

Nigeria Police Force's 
request for exemption from 
the Contributory Pension 
Scheme. 

This occurred at the 
public hearing on Police 
P e n s i o n  B o a r d 
(Establishment) Bill, 2022 
(SB 1009) and Nigeria 
Pol ice  Spec ia l  Forces 
(Establishment) Bill, 2022 
(SB 846) on Friday. 

At the public hearing 
organised by the Senate 
Commi t t ee  on  Po l i ce 
Affairs, while Senators, the 
Police and groups of  Police 
ret irees suppor ted the 
proposal, the National 
Pens ion  Commiss ion, 
Pension Fund Operators 
Association of  Nigeria, and 
Nigeria Labour Congress, 
among others,  k icked 
against it. 

The Inspector-General 
of  Police, Alkali Baba 
represented by Deputy 
Inspector General Sanusi 
Lemu, in his presentation, 
said the police required a 
distinct board on its own for 
t h e  m a n a ge m e n t  a n d 
administration of  pensions 
of  retired Police personnel 
in the mode of  the Military 
Pension Board.

He said, 'The police as 
clearly stated by the title of  
the bill Police Pension 
Board Establishment Bill 
2022, deserved to have a 

everal calls to the 

SNNPC to speak on 
the hike in PMS price, 

were not answered, as the 
M a j o r  O i l  M a r k e t e r s 
Association of  Nigeria 
attributed the increase in 
the cost of  petrol to the high 
rate of  logistics. 

igeria's ability to 

Nproduce crude oil 
has crashed by 83 

per cent, findings have 
shown. 

Data sourced from the 
O r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  t h e 
Pe t r o l e u m  E x p o r t i n g 
C o u n t r i e s  r e p o r t 
macroeconomic somics of  
its members showed that 
t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  e x p o r t 
capacity declined by almost 
100 per cent between 2021 
and 2021. 

A breakdown of  the 
data showed that as of  
2012, the country's monthly 
production capacity was 
around 95, 620 million 
barrels monthly, a little over 
3 million barrels per day. 

It dropped to 90, 546 
m i l l i o n  m o n t h l y,  a t 
2 .9mb/d in  2013  and 
further dipped to 75, 196 
million barrels in 2014, at 
2.4mb/d.

T h e  c o u n t r y ' s  o i l 
production capacity further 
crashed to 41, 168 million 
barrels monthly in 2015 and 
27, 295 million barrels in 
2016 at 880, 000b/d, but the 
t r e n d  r e v e r s e d  a n d 
increased to 37, 983 million 
barrels monthly in 2017. 

It would be recalled that 
between 2014 and 2016, 
t h e r e  w a s  a  g l o b a l 
recession, which adversely 
i m p a c t e d  d e ve l o p i n g 
countries. 

During this period, 
N i g e r i a ' s  c r u d e  o i l 
production suffered a huge 
setback due to vandalism as 
a result of  militancy in the 
Niger Delta.

However, in 2018, it 
rose to 54, 513 million 
barrels at 1.7mb/d. 

T h e  c o u n t r y ' s  o i l 
production further dropped 
to 45, 106 million per 
month in 2019, and further 
down to 27, 730 million 
barrels at 894, 000 barrels 
per day in 2020. 

In 2021, production 
picked up again, and rested 
at 41, 378 million barrels 
monthly at 1.3mb/d. 

The country had been 
unable to meet its OPEC 
quota for some time. 

Nigeria got a quota of  

prices at the pumps.
 “Over the past three 

m o n t h s ,  s t a f f  a n d 
management of  MOMAN 
companies have worked 
diligently at depots and 
filling stations to relieve the 
stress faced by customers 
through the Christmas and 
New year period.” 

I t  a d d e d ,  “ O u r 
members have again agreed 
to extend depot loading 
hours as well  as keep 
s t r a t e g i c a l ly  s i t u a t e d 
service stations open for 
long hours to ease access to 
fuel for our customers.” 

MOMAN said it shall 
continue to use its best 

s e p a r a t e  b o d y  f o r 
m a n a g e m e n t  a n d 
administration of  Pensions 
of  its retirees. 

“ E x i t i n g  t h e 
Contr ibutor y  Pens ion 
Scheme, being run and 
managed by PenCom, is 
long overdue for the Police 
on account of  poor services 
being subjected to. The 
proposed board will boost 
t h e  m o r a l e  o f  Po l i c e 
P e r s o n n e l  t o 
dispassionately discharge 
their duties of  fighting 
crimes.” 

The Chairman of  the 
Committee, Senator Haliru 
Jika,  sponsor of  the bill, 
Senator Elisha Abbo and 
Senator Ali Ndume, in their 
separate remarks, said the 
Police deserved to be given 
special treatment enjoyed 
by the military with a 
special pension board.

T h e  l a w m a k e r 
representing Adamawa 
North, Senator Elisha 
Abbo, who sponsored the 
Police Pension Board Bill, 
said that the Nigeria Police 
were being treated unfairly 
when compared to others in 
the security sector. 

He  no ted  tha t  the 
Nigeria Police, though a 
premier law enforcement 
and security agency, was 
left under the Contributory 
Pension Scheme unlike the 
Army, Navy, Airforce, 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S t a t e 
Security Services, Defence 

In a statement issued 
on Friday night, MOMAN 
s y m p a t h i s e d  w i t h 
customers and Nigerians 
over the challenges being 
faced in the purchase of  
petrol at filling stations 
across the country. 

It said, “These queues 

1.4mb/d from OPEC in 
2020, 1.5/1.6mb/d in 2021, 
and 1.7mb/d in 2022. 

Until recently when 
several cartels of  crude oil 
theft were busted in the 
N i g e r  D e l t a  r e g i o n , 
Nigeria's oil export had 
suffered setbacks as product 
crashed rash to around 900, 
000 barrels per day last 
September, according to 
OPEC. 

H o w e v e r ,  l a s t 
December, Chief  Upstream 
I n v e s t m e n t  O f f i c e r , 

endeavours to ensure that 
the product was sold at 
pump prices currently 
approved by the regulatory 
authorities, despite pressure 
on the price by demand and 
costs in their immediate 
operating environment.

“A final resolution to 
these challenges will be the 
full deregulation of  the 
petroleum downstream 
sector to encourage the 
liberalidation of  supply and 
l o n g - t e r m  i nve s t m e n t 
distribution assets. We urge 
the government to work 
towards this end goal,” the 
marketers stated. 

Intelligence Agency, and 
the National Intelligence 
Agency, which have their 
P e n s i o n  B o a r d s , 
respectively. 

Abbo also said that 
ensuring fairness in the 
payment of  pensions to the 
police would boost the 
morale and standard of  
living of  the retired police 
personnel. 

Police retirees at the 
public hearing cheered in 
agreement as the senator 
stressed the need for the 
establishment of  the Police 
Pension Board. 

Some of  them noted 
that they get roughly about 
N 3 0 , 0 0 0  m o n t h l y  a s 
pension with no gratuity. 

H owe ve r,  p e n s i o n 
operators warned that the 
exception of  the Nigeria 
P o l i c e  w o u l d  b e  a 
significant financial burden 
for the government and 
may not be sustainable. 

The Commissioner of  
Inspectorate at the National 
Pension Commission, Mr 
Clement Akintola, who 
represented the Director-
General of  PENCOM, 
A i s h a  D a h i r u ,  s a i d 
allowing the police to exit 
CPS would amount to 
taking the country back to 
t h e  d a r k  a g e s  o f  
m i s m a n a g e m e n t  o f  
pension fund.

“The government is 
always finding ways to cut 
down cost of  governance, 
overhead and recurrent 
expenditures in a bid to 

provide more for capital and 
developmental programs 
and projects. Incurring a 
life-long recurrent pension 
liability with increasing 
funding by the year is of  no 
benefit to the economic 
viability of  the nation as it 
also incurs its associated 
admin i s t ra t ive  cos t s.” 
Mahmud said. 

T h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e 
Attorney General  also 
expressed some objections 
to the bills, which need to be 
addressed. 

he Nigerian Economic TSummit Group has 
said that inf lation 

weakened the naira by 14.9 
per cent, adding that the naira 
redesign plan of  the Central 
Bank of  Nigeria triggered the 
devaluation of  the country's 
currency. 

The NESG said this in its 
2 0 2 3  M a c r o e c o n o m i c 
Outlook Report titled 'Nigeria 
in Transition: Recipes for 
Shared Prosperity.' 

The report reflected on 
the issue of  inflation in the 
country, noting the major 
inflationary drivers. 

It read in part, “A further 
breakdown of  the inflation 
numbers showed that the 
Food and Core inf lation 
averaged 20.6 per cent and 
15.8 per cent, respectively, in 
2022. Since the country relied 
h e av i ly  o n  i m p o r t s  f o r 
manufactured and industrial 
intermediate goods, global 
i n f l a t i o n a r y  p r e s s u r e 
permeated all productive 
activities in Nigeria.

“ D o m e s t i c a l l y ,  a 
combination of  cost-push and 
d e m a n d - p u l l  f a c t o r s 
constituted significant drivers 
of  the surge in the general 
price level. Some of  these 
factors include shortage of  
industrial inputs, insecurity, 

The President of  the 
Nigeria Labour Congress, 
A y u b a  Wa b a ,  i n  h i s 
presentation hammered on 
p r o m p t  p a y m e n t  o f  
gratuities of  retired police 
personnel or those who died 
in active service. 

He said the proposed 
Police Pension Board was 
well envisioned but the 
problem was sustainability 
as regards funding, saying 
“the mistake of  moving 
from known to unknown, 
should not be made”. 

l o w e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l 
productivity, the high price of  
fuel,  logist ics problems, 
increased VAT, increasing 
energy cost (electricity), and 
foreign exchange scarcity. 

“Since the demand for 
necess i t i e s  i s  re la t ive ly 
inelastic – the change in 
d e m a n d  i s  r e l a t i v e l y 
unresponsive to the change in 
price – many businesses 
t r a n s f e r r e d  a d d i t i o n a l 
p r o d u c t i o n  c o s t s  t o 
consumers, resulting in higher 
overall prices for goods and 
services, particularly food.” 

The report further noted 
that the purchasing power of  
N1000 in January 2022 fell to 
N851 by the end of  the year.

 “On the welfare side, 
rising inflationary pressures 
r e d u c e d  h o u s e h o l d s ' 
purchasing power and access 
to necessities. To illustrate, the 
purchasing power of  N1000 in 
January 2022 had fallen to 
N851 by the end of  the year. 
This situation exacerbates 
various forms of  poverty – 
monetary and non-monetary 
deprivation – and contributes 
t o  N i g e r i a ' s  m u l t i -
dimensional poverty, which is 
currently estimated to affect 
over  6  out  o f  ever y  10 
Nigerians,” the report noted. 

 

are caused by exceptional 
h i g h  d e m a n d  a n d 
b o t t l e n e c k s  i n  t h e 
distribution chain. The 
major cause is the shortage 
and high (US dollar) costs 
of  daughter vessels for 
fer r ying product  from 
mother vessels to depots 

N N P C L  U p s t r e a m 
Investment Management 
Services, Bala Wunti, said 
the country's dwindling oil 
production, was back up to 
about 1.6mb/d.

On his part, a partner at 
Bloomfield Law Practice, 
Ayodele Oni, advised the 
Federal Government to 
provide solutions to the oil 
theft challenbedevillingling 
the country. 

“Plans need to be put in 
place to ensure that crude is 
not stolen. Our leaders need 

to be proactive and think 
outside the box. As we 
speak, many companies are 
a l r e a d y  w o r k i n g  o n 
alternative structures for 
moving their crudethe 
export terminals. If  we can 
sell more crude at this time 
when crude prices have 
i n c r e a s e d  i n  t h e 
international market, then 
it is good for our revenue, 
our balance of  trade and 
balance of  payment,” he 
said. 
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Oil production crashes by 83% – Report

Price hike: NNPC keeps mum, MOMAN blames logistics 

Pension scheme: Senate, PenCom clash
over police exemption 

Inflation weakens naira
by 15% in 2022 – NESG 
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Issues

ocio-Economic Rights 

Sand Accountability 
Project (SERAP) has 

f i l ed  a  lawsui t  aga ins t 
Pres ident  Muhammadu 
Buhari over “the failure to 
reverse the unlawful, unjust, 
and unreasonable increase in 
electricity tariff, and to probe 
the spending of  public funds 
as 'investments and bailouts' 
to DisCos and GenCos since 
2005.”

Joined in the suit as 
R e s p o n d e n t s  a r e  t h e 
Attorney-General of  the 
Federation and Minister of  
Justice, Abubakar Malami 
( S A N ) ,  t h e  N i g e r i a n 
E lec t r i c i t y  Regu la to r y 
Commission (NERC), and 
the Nigeria Bulk Electricity 
Trading PLC.

Fo l l ow i n g  r e p o r t e d 
approval by the NERC, 
e lec t r i c i ty  ta r i f f s  were 
increased across DisCos in 
the country in December 
2 0 2 2 .  S eve r a l  p r e p a i d 
customers have reportedly 
confirmed the increase. The 
Minister  of  Power and 
NERC have  re fused to 
confirm or deny the increase.

I n  t h e  s u i t  n u m b e r 
FHC/L/CS/99/2023 filed 
last Friday at the Federal 
High Court, Lagos, SERAP 
i s  a s k i n g  t h e  c o u r t  t o 
“compel President Buhari to 
d i r e c t  t h e  N i g e r i a n 
E lec t r i c i t y  Regu la to r y 
Commission to reverse the 
u n l aw f u l ,  u n j u s t  a n d 
unreasonable increase in 
electricity tariff.”

SERAP is also asking the 
court to “compel President 
Buhari to direct the Attorney 
General of  the Federation 
and Minister of  Justice Mr 
Abubakar Malami, SAN, 
a n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  a n t i -
cor r upt ion agencies  to 
promptly investigate the 
spending of  public funds as 
investments and bailouts to 
DisCos and GenCos since 
2005.”

In the suit, SERAP is 
arguing that, “Regular and 
uninterrupted access to 
electricity is a fundamental 
human right.  Electricity is 
an essential public service 
but millions of  Nigerians 
continue to pay the price for 
corruption in the electricity 
sector–staying in darkness.”

SERAP is also arguing 

t h a t ,  “ t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n 
electricity tariff  failed to 
follow due process of  law. It 
is entirely inconsistent and 
i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e 
provisions of  the Nigerian 
Constitution of  1999 [as 
amended],  the Electr ic 
Power Sector Reform Act 
a n d  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s 
international human rights 
obligations.”

SERAP is also arguing 
t h a t ,  “ t h e  i n c r e a s e  i s 
unjustified, especially given 
the unreliable, inefficient and 
poor quality of  electricity in 
the country. Millions of  
Nigerians continue to live in 
d a r k n e s s  d e s p i t e  t h e 
spending by governments of  
t r i l l i o n s  o f  n a i r a  a s 
investments and bailouts to 
electricity companies.”

According to SERAP, 
“The Federal Government 
has a legal responsibility to 
ensure transparency and 
accountability in how the 
investments and bailouts to 
electricity companies are 
spent, to reduce vulnerability 
t o  c o r r u p t i o n  a n d 
mismanagement.”

SERAP is also arguing 
that, “The government has 
l e g a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  t o 
effectively and progressively 
provide affordable, regular 
and uninterrupted access to 
electricity as a matter of  
human rights.”

The suit filed on behalf  of  
SERAP by  i t s  l awyer s 
Kolawole Oluwadare and 

Ms Adelanke Aremo, read in 
par t :  “The  increase  in 
electr ic i ty  tar i f f  would 
exacerbate the extreme 
poverty across the country, 
and undermine the ability of  
millions of  Nigerians to 
satisfy basic human needs.”

“The consequences of  
corruption in the electricity 
sector are felt by citizens on a 
daily basis.  Corruption 
e x p o s e s  t h e m  t o  p a y 
additional costs and crazy 
electricity bills. Electricity 
supply remains inadequate 
and irregular.”

“ I n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e 
allegations of  corruption in 
t h e  s p e n d i n g  o n  t h e 
investments and bailouts to 
electricity companies, and 
recovering any stolen public 
funds would serve the public 
interest.”

“The government has a 
s a c r e d  d u t y  t o  e n s u r e 
t r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d 
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  i n  t h e 
spending of  the country's 
resources, including the 
spending of  public funds as 
investments and bailouts to 
electricity companies.”

“The latest increase in 
electricity tariff  is coming on 
the heels of  the NBC report 
which shows that over half  of  
the population of  Nigeria are 
multidimensionally poor and 
cook with dung, wood or 
charcoal, rather than cleaner 
energy.”

“High deprivations are 
also apparent nationally in 

s a n i t a t i o n ,  t i m e  t o 
healthcare, food insecurity, 
and housing. Access to 
regular electricity supply 
would improve the quality of  
life of  the population.”

“Access to affordable 
electricity services is  a 
prerequisite for improving 
the condition of  people living 
in poverty. It is a means to 
generate other important 
s e r v i c e s  t h a t  m i t i g a t e 
poverty, bearing in mind that 
access to electricity facilitates 
the eradication of  poverty.”

“The hike in tariff  would 
increase financial burdens 
for socially and economically 
vulnerable Nigerians and 
further marginalize and 
disproportionately affect 
them, and exacerbate their 
v u l n e r a b i l i t y  t o 
discrimination.”

“The failure of  successive 
gover nments  and high-
ranking government officials 
to prevent widespread and 
systematic corruption in the 
electricity sector and to bring 
suspected perpetrators to 
justice is the primary cause 
o f  the  exp lo i ta t ion  o f  
electricity consumers.”

“ I n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e 
spending of  investments and 
ba i lou t s  by  succe s s ive 
governments in DISCOS and 
p r o s e c u t i n g  a n y o n e 
suspected of  corruption and 
mismanagement of  public 
funds, and recovering any 
proceeds of  crime would end 
a culture of  impunity in the 

power sector, and improve 
access to and affordability of  
electricity in Nigeria.”

“Successive governments 
have failed to increase power 
generation and provide 
Nigerians with regular and 
uninterrupted electricity 
supply, with many electricity 
c o n t r a c t s  s h r o u d e d  i n 
secrecy, and trillions of  Naira 
going down the drain.”

“SERAP is also asking 
t h e  c o u r t  t o  “ c o m p e l 
President Buhari to ensure 
the prosecution of  anyone 
suspected to be responsible 
for misappropriation of  
investments and bailouts in 
the power sector, if  there is 
s u f f i c i e n t  a d m i s s i b l e 
evidence, and any missing 
public funds should be traced 
and fully recovered.”

“SERAP is also asking 
the court to “compel and 
d i r e c t  t h e  N i g e r i a n 
E lec t r i c i t y  Regu la to r y 
Commission to reverse the 
u n l aw f u l ,  u n j u s t  a n d 
unreasonable increase in 
electricity tariff ,  which 
repor ted ly  occur red  in 
December 2022.”

“Section 14(2)(b) of  the 
Nigerian Constitution of  
1999 [as amended] provides 
that, 'the security and welfare 
of  the people shall be the 
p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  o f  
government.'”

“Nigeria has also ratified 
the African Char ter on 
Human and Peoples' Rights 
a n d  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights, 
which recognize legally 
enforceable economic and 
social rights, such as the 
rights to education, health, 
safe food and clean water, 
security, and shelter.”

“Articles 5 and 9 of  the 
UN Convention against 
Corruption also impose legal 
o b l i g a t i o n s  o n  t h e 
government to ensure proper 
management of  public affairs 
and public funds, and to 
p r o m o t e  s o u n d  a n d 
transparent administration 
of  public affairs.”

“ T h e  A f r i c a n 
Commission on Human and 
Peoples' Rights has adjudged 
the failure of  the States to 
provide basic services such as 
electricity as violating the 
right to health.”

No date has been fixed for 
the hearing of  the suit.

SERAP sues FG over failure to 'reverse
unlawful electricity tariff hike'

The government has legal 
obligations to effectively and 

progressively provide affordable, 
regular and uninterrupted access 

to electricity as a matter of  
human rights.”

“
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6 kidnapped as gunmen lay siege in Ikem, 
Enugu community
N

o less than six per-
sons have been kid-
napped in a one 

week siege by unknown gun-
men at Ikem community in 
Isi-Uzo local government 
area of  Enugu state.

The situation has worsened 
security matters in Isi-uzo 
Local Government Area that 
is yet to settle from the wan-
ton killings by suspected Fu-
lani militia at Eha-Amufu, a 
neighboring community.

For three days running, the 
masked gunmen laid siege of  
Ikem-Isioroto along Obol-
lo Afor – Nkalagu road and 
drove the villagers into the 
bush.

On Monday, January 16, 
eight masked gunmen at-
tacked five young men includ-
ing the Chairman of  Federat-
ed Ikem Improvement Union 
Enugu branch, Mr. Emeka 
Odoh (aka Asokwa) as they 
concluded a security meeting 
in the neighbourhood.

Asokwa said he was home 
from Enugu to join other 
members of  the committee 
to find ways to strengthen 
the local security ahead of  
the coming general elections 
so as to ensure that people 
will exercise their franchise in 

peace.
 “As we drove out of  the 

meeting venue, we found four 
gunmen on the main road 
brandishing guns. I was driv-
ing and instinctively reversed 
the car and behold there were 
another set of  four gunmen 
behind us.

“The gunmen opened fire 
on us, shattering all the wind-
screens and the four tires, but 
I bravely drove through the 
hail of  bullets with flat tires 
to safety.

 “One of  us was badly hit 
by the bullets and was im-
mediately rushed to Enugu 
where eight bullets were ex-
tracted from his body by sur-
geons. He is still recuperating 
at the intensive care unit of  
the hospital,” Asokwa nar-
rated.

Enraged that there preys 
had escaped the gunmen kid-
napped two commercial mo-
torcycle riders and made their 
escape through a bush route 
towards the boundary with 
Benue State.

As they withdrew they 
robbed adjoining houses and 
stole food items and condi-
ments.

The villagers narrated that 
as they were still reeling un-

der the shock, the gunmen 
returned on Tuesday and 
kidnapped a native who was 
home from Enugu and a Na-
tional Youth Corps Member 
who is his tenant. They said 
that no ransom demand has 
been made yet.

 “Thursday night, the gun-
men returned for the third 
time, this time at night, kid-
napped three more people 
and shot one person who 
confronted them.

 “As a result the villagers all 
slept in the bush for fear of  
their lives. Friday night they 
still slept in the surrounding 
bushes for fear the gunmen 
would return,” narrated an-
other native.

Ikem-Isioroto is strategic 
community on the northern 
border of  Ikem. It is bounded 
by Benue State in the North 
and the routes to the rich 
farmlands have become a de-
light to kidnappers.

Last year three kidnap in-
cidents took place at Ikem 
and all the hostages were 
taken out through the same 
route. The local catechist was 
the first to be kidnapped, fol-
lowed by a young man who 
came back from Italy. The 
third was a trader on his way 
to the market.

In each case, ransome was 
paid before the victims were 
released.

Security agencies made 
some arrests and the suspects 
are still being investigated. 
The suspects include Fulanis 
and their local collaborators 
The people are expecting 
quick prosecution of  the sus-
pects to serve as deterrence to 
others.

A journalist and native 
of  the affected area, Anayo-
chukwu Agbo said that “The 
latest attack shows a danger-
ous trend. The gunmen were 
masked, unlike in previous 
kidnaps, suggesting heavier 
involvement of  locals in the 
attack. The way they sacked 
the village suggests this could 
be a test run to what could 
happen during the coming 

elections.
 “That is why the security 

agencies should take this se-
riously as some paid gunmen 
have threatened to stop the 
electorate from voting in the 
southeast.

Army checkpoint should 
be approved for the hot spot 
where the gateaway route is 
located at a place called Ug-
wuatu.”
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CBN to slam banks N1m fine daily over
failure to collect new Naira notes 

T
he Central Bank of  
Nigeria (CBN) has 
said that any com-

mercial bank that fails to 
pick up the new naira notes 
for distribution will be fined 
N1 million daily.

The announcement was 
made by Adeleke Adelokun, 
a deputy director at CBN, 
during a sensitization pro-
gramme with traders on the 
new Naira notes at Ayegba-
ju International Market in 
Osogbo, the Osun state cap-
ital, on Friday, January 20.

Adelokun said;  “As at 
today, CBN has printed 

enough new naira notes of  
N200, N500 and N1,000.

“But, what we discovered 
was that most of  the banks 
that are supposed to collect 
the new notes have not col-
lected them. So, we have put 

a sanction on the banks.
“Any bank that fails to 

collect the new notes from 
CBN will pay N1 million 
as sanction per box, per day 
and the amount they are to 
pay now will depend on the 

number of  days they have 
not collected the notes.

“We also mandated the 
banks to put new naira notes 
in their ATMs all over Ni-
geria so that Nigerians will 
have access to the new naira 
notes.”

President Muhammadu Buhari in warm handshake with the CBN Governor, 
Mr. Godwin Emefiele in State House recently.

Imo: Court sacks PDP candidate 
for Aboh Mbaise/Ngor Okpoala 
constituency

A 
Federal High Court 
sitting in Abuja has 
sacked the candidate 

of  the Peoples Democratic 
Party in the Aboh Mbaise/
Ngor Okpala federal constit-
uency of  Imo State, Albert 
Agulanna.

The court, on Friday, in its 
ruling in a suit initiated by 
Uzoma Ugochukwu from 
Aboh Mbaise, ordered that a 
fresh primary be held in the 
constituency within the next 
14 days.

Aboh Mbaise/Ngor Ok-
pala federal constituency is 
the constituency of  the im-
mediate past governor of  the 
state, Emeka Ihedioha.

This came less than one 
week after the PDP candi-
date for Imo West senatori-
al district, Jones Onyereri, 
was sacked by the Supreme 
Court

Ihedioha had been ac-
cused of  masterminding the 
sacking of  Onyereri, while 
the National Secretary of  
the party, Samuel Anyan-
wu, was said to be behind 
the sacking of  Agulanna. 
Though, both have denied 
the allegations declaring 
them as machinations of  the 
enemies of  the party.

Both, Ihedioha and An-
yanwu are interested in the 
PDP governorship ticket 
for the November 11, guber 
elections in Imo State.

Meanwhile, the spokes-
man of  the party in the state, 
Collins Opuruozor, has ex-
pressed apprehensions over 
the internal crisis, describing 
those behind the crises as en-
emies of  the party who are 
afraid of  PDP’s public ac-
ceptance and as such resort 
to using the courts to knock 
off  the party from the ballot.

MASSOB to Peter Obi: ‘Stop using Biafra for campaign’ 

T
he Biafra Independent 
Movement (BIM) of  
the Movement for the 

Actualization of  the Sover-
eign State of  Biafra (MAS-
SOB) has advised Peter Obi, 
the presidential candidate of  
the Labour Party (LP), to 

cease exploiting Biafra in his 
campaign to succeed Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari.

BIM-MASSOB claimed 
in a statement signed by 
Chris Mocha that the actu-
alization of  the independent 
state of  Biafra is not in the 

…Orders fresh primaries within 14 days

Anambra Govt, Police react over alleged UNIZIK gunmen attack

T
he Anambra State 
Government and the 
state police command 

have refuted accusations that 
gunmen raped female stu-
dents at Nnamdi Azikiwe 
University in Awka.

According to certain news 
outlets, gunmen who en-
tered off-campus hostels in 
Ifite raped up to ten female 
students and injured up to 20 
others.

However, Mr Ejimofor 
Opara, special assistant to 
the governor of  Anambra 
State, stated that the reports 
are incorrect.

 “I was there yesterday 
(Friday) when the state po-
lice commissioner held a 
meeting with the manage-
ment of  Unizik and the 
leadership of  the SUG . 
“We even visited the hostels 
where some students were 
attacked, and interviewed 
most of  the victims. None of  
them said anything of  rape. 
How did some journalists 
come up with that story?”

Also, the Anambra State 
Police Command has dis-
missed the report, calling for 
victims of  rape to come up 
to the command for com-

hands of  anyone but God.
While not opposing the 

2023 presidential election, 
BIM-MASSOB urged any-
one possessing a Permanent 
Voter Register (PVC) to vote 
in the February 25th poll.

The group attacked poli-
ticians who used the name 
Biafra throughout their elec-
tion campaigns, noting that 
Peter Obi and his Labour 
Party members said that if  
they were elected, their ad-
ministration would put an 
end to the East’s Biafra agi-
tations. 

Mocha said, “Over 3 mil-
lion innocent lives had been 
wasted from 1967 till date 
and properties worth tril-
lions of  naira belonging to 
Igbo of  South East destroyed 
in the cause of  Biafra.

“Politicians can only give 
what they have in stock. 
Even if  an Igbo man even-
tually emerged as Nigeri-
an President, such a Pres-

plaint.
“We wish to state that 

there is no report/record 
as being peddled by some 
online media and national 
dailies tagged “17 persons 
injured and nine female stu-
dents raped in a hostel”.

“However, the command, 
not wanting to join issues, 
urges the victims of  the inci-
dent (if  there is any) to come 
forward with information 
that will help the Police to 
embark on investigations.

 “Also, members of  the 
public should be guided as 
serious cases of  this nature 

should be reported to the 
closest police station than 
resorting to social media. 
This will enable the police to 
do preliminary findings be-
fore embarking on a proper 
investigations.

“Given the above, the 
publication is mischievous/
false, unconfirmed, and 
poised to cause tension and 
bring the state to disrepute, 
kindly disregard it. The 
Command also warned the 
peddlers of  this information 
to desist from it, or will not 
be spared if  apprehended.”
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 300-level student 

Aof  the Federal 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

Technology Akure, Olona 
O l u w a p e l u m i ,  h a s  
committed suicide at his 
residence in the Aule Area 
of  Akure, the Ondo State 
capital. 

The deceased, who was 
popularly called Black, was 
s a i d  t o  b e  i n  t h e  
Department of  Industrial 
Design at the university. He 
was said to have hanged 
himself  in his room. 

The reasons he took the 
action against himself  were 
unknown as of  the time of  
filing this report. 

A source in the school 
stated that the deceased's 

department of  Industrial 
Design was reported to 
have committed suicide by 
hanging himself  in the 
early hour of  today. 

“I know we are all 
saddened by his death and 
w e ' r e  s e n d i n g  o u r  
condolences to his family 
and friends. Death can be 
d i f f i c u l t  f o r  u s  t o  
understand, especially 
when it is sudden. Many of  

wo men have been Tarrested by the So-
Safe Corps in Ogun 

S t a t e  f o r  a l l e g e d l y 
kidnapping a herdsman.

T h e  c o r p s  s a i d  i t 
received a distress call on 
January 20 that the herder, 
who was simply identified 
a s  O s e n i ,  w a s  b e i n g 
kidnapped at Olorunda-
Lukosi, Iro, Owode-Egba 
Local Government Area, 
while grazing his cows.

According to the So-
Safe spokesman, Moruf  
Yusuf, it was learnt that the 
s a i d  k i d n a p p e r s  h a d 
immediately dispossessed 
their victim of  a sum of  
N 1 3 0 , 0 0 0  a n d  t h e 
d o c u m e n t s  o f  h i s 
motorcycle.

Yusuf  said that the 
suspected kidnappers, after 
their successful operation, 
demanded for N4 million 
ransom before they could 
release Oseni.

he National Drug TLaw Enforcement 
Agency, NDLEA, 

has uncovered a fake dollar 
cartel in Lagos.

Media Director, Femi 
Babafemi announced the 
bust in a statement on 
Saturday.

The joint operation 
involved operatives of  the 
Economic and Financial 
C r i m e s  C o m m i s s i o n , 
EFCC.

 Lagos State High 

AC o u r t  h a s 
s e n t e n c e d  t h e 

Medical Director of  Excel 
Medical Centre Dolphin 
Estate, Dr. Ejike Ferdinand 
O r j i ,  t o  o n e  y e a r 
i m p r i s o n m e n t  f o r 
n e g l i g e n c e  a n d 
endangering the life of  a 16-
year-old patient.

J u s t i c e  A d e d a y o 
Akintoye found the doctor 
guilty on 4 of  the six counts 
for which he was charged.

In the charge filed by 
the State Government, Dr 
Orji was initially arraigned 

resident of  Sharagi Area of  
Karaoke, while the other is 
25-year-old Sarafa Asimiu, 
a resident of  Amusa Yusuf  
house, Oke-Aje, Ibadan.

Meanwhile, the Ogun 
State Commander of  the 
S o - S a f e  C o r p s ,  S o j i 
Ganzallo, had directed that 
the suspects be handed over 
t o  t h e  p o l i c e  a f t e r 
preliminary interrogation 

friends on Saturday went to 
his room and discovered it 
was locked, after several 
calls without response, the 
door was broken and he 
was found hanged.

R e a c t i n g  t o  t h e  
incident, the state Police 
Public Relations Officer, 
Mrs Funmilayo Odunlami, 
confirmed the death of  the 
300-level student and said 
the incident was reported to 
the police. 

“His body had been 
taken to the morgue and 
investigation has started to 
unravel the reasons behind 
his action, but it was a case 
of  suicide,” the PPRO 
stated. 

The Students Union 

us may be confronted with 
a variety of  emotions. 
which might include shock, 
sadness and confusion. 

“We want to assure you 
that we, the Students 
Union, care about you and 
the feelings you may be 
experiencing. 

When contacted, the 
Head  o f  Media  and  
Protocols Unit of  the 
institution, Mr Adegbenro 

“The So-Safe Corps 
p a t r o l  t e a m ' s  t i m e l y 
response led to the arrest of  
t h e  t w o  s u s p e c t e d 
kidnappers, whilst others 
are at large, despite the 
intensive combing of  the 
location,” Yusuf  identified 
the suspects as Mohammed 
Lawal, aged 20 years, a 

o f  t h e  s u s p e c t e d 
kidnappers.

Ganzal lo  sa id  the 
abducted herdsman, who 
was rescued unhurt, has 
also been handed over to 
the police at Iro Post.

B a b a f e m i  s a i d  t h e 
a g e n c y  w o r k e d  o n 
intelligence received from 
the Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA) in 
the United States.

T h e  f e d e r a l  l a w 
enforcement agency under 
the Department of  Justice 
( D o J )  i s  t a s k e d  w i t h 
combating drug trafficking 
and distribution.

NDLEA said the Lagos 
cartel had been involved in 

alongside his wife, Dr 
Ifeayinwa Grace Orji.

The defendants had, in 
July 2018, at their medical 
centre, acted in a negligent 
and reckless manner when 
they fixed a Plaster of  Paris 
cast too tightly on the left 
leg of  a minor, which 
caused him grievous harm.

The minor, a young 
Nigerian aspiring to play 
basketball in the United 
States of  America, USA, 
had his career cut short by 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  w h i c h 
occurred when he came to 
Nigeria for a holiday.

In her judgment, the 
Judge discharged and 
acquitted Dr Mrs Or ji 
following the State Director 
of  Public Prosecution's 
a p p l i c a t i o n  w h i c h 
discont inued the case 
against her.

The Judge held, “It is 
my  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e 
defendant committed a 
breach of  duty as a medical 
p rac t i t i one r  when  he 
willfully refused to remove 
the fiberglass cast on the 
patient's left leg despite 
complaint of  severe pains 
t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  a 
compartment syndrome.”

The court held that the 
doctor applied a Plaster of  
Paris, POP, cast on the 
p a t i e n t ' s  l e g  w i t h o u t 
carrying out an x-ray to 
identify the level of  injury 
and using a none medical 

Government of  the school 
in a statement, signed by its 
President,  Jesunifemi 
Asoore, also confirmed the 
incident.

The statement read, “It 
is with deep sadness and 
heavy hearts that we inform 
you of  the death of  our 
colleague and friend, 
O l o n a  J o s e p h  
Oluwapelumi. popular 
known as Tart Angle. who 
passed away on Sat 21 st 
Jan 2023. 

“According to the 
report, His death was 
confirmed in the early hour 
of  Saturday, January 21, 
2023.  The  deceased,  
identified as Olona Joseph 
a 300-level student from the 

Adebanjo, confirmed the 
incident. 

H e  s a i d ,  “ T h e  
university is aware of  the 
very sad and unfortunate 
development. The Students 
Affairs Division has gotten 
in touch with the family 
and it is also providing 
support services. 

Counsellors are also 
providing needed support 
for students who may have 
been impacted by the sad 
development.

the trafficking of  fake 
American currency, with its 
base in the commercial city.

“A total of  $269,000 
counterfeit US dollars were 
r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  t h e 
syndicate at Oniru Shoprite 
area of  Lekki, Lagos, where 
t h r e e  s u s p e c t s  w e r e 
a r r e s t e d ” ,  B a b a f e m i 
confirmed.

NDLEA Chairman, 
Buba Marwa has directed 
that the fake dollars and 
suspects be transferred to 
the EFCC for prosecution.

staff.
J u s t i c e  A k i n t o y e 

further said that Orji did 
not obtain the consent of  
the patient's mother, who 
was present in the hospital 
at the time the POP was 
done.

“The prosecution has 
been able to establish 
essential ingredients of  the 
offences of  breach of  duty 
and proved their  case 
beyond a reasonable doubt. 
I find that the prosecution 
has established essential 
ingredient in courts 2, 3, 4, 
and 6,” it held.

T h e  d e f e n d a n t ' s 
lawyer, Ajibola Ariba, had 
in his plea of  allocutus, 
urged the court to temper 
justice with mercy, noting 
that the defendant is a first 
offender who has never 
been convicted for any 
crime before and pleaded 
with the court to consider 
the option of  a fine as the 
defendant that was born in 
1958, was advanced in age.

After his plea, Justice 

Akintoye held, “I have 

listened to the plea for 

leniency on behalf  of  the 

defendant. Therefore, the 

d e f e n d a n t ,  D r  E j i k e 

Fe r d i n a n d ,  i s  h e r e b y 

convicted and sentenced to 

one-year imprisonment 

each, on count two, three, 

four, and six.”
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FUTA student kills self over fraud allegation 

US intel: NDLEA, EFCC bust Lagos
cartel with fake $269,000

Court jails medical doctor in Lagos
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SPORTS
anchester City Mstriker,  Erling 
H a a l a n d ,  o n 

Sunday broke the hat-trick 
records of  four former 
Premier  League  s tars, 
i n c l u d i n g  R u u d  v a n 
Nistelrooy.

e i c e s t e r  C i t y Lmidfielder, Wilfred 
Ndidi is expected to 

spend time on the sidelines 
again as a result of  injury.

Ndidi was not included 
in the matchday squad as 
the Foxes were held to a 2-2 
draw by Brighton & Hove 
Albion at the King Power 
Stadium on Saturday.

It has now emerged that 
the Nigeria international 
copped an injury in training 
and will be missing in 
action for a few weeks.

“Brendan Rodgers tells 
me that Wilfred Ndidi has 
suffered a muscle strain in 

o l v e s  h a v e 

Wcompleted the 
signing of  Craig 

Dawson from West Ham.
The centre-back seals 

a return to the Midlands 
having spent a large chunk 
of  his playing career at 
West Brom before moving 
to London in 2020.

Dawson joins Wolves 
for a £3.3million fee after 
weeks of  speculat ion, 
which saw West Ham boss 
David Moyes critical of  
Julen Lopetegui for making 
his interest in the defender 
public earlier this month.

O n e - t i m e  G r e a t 
Britain player Dawson has 
not been signed in time to 
feature in Sunday's trip to 
Manchester City but has 
agreed a two-and-a-half-
year deal, the Molineux 

t r i c k  i n  j u s t  h i s  1 9 
a p p e a r a n c e s  f o r  P e p 
Guardiola's side so far this 
s e a s o n ,  b r e a k i n g  Va n 
Nistelrooy's record (fourth 
hat-trick in 65 appearances).

Other players Haaland 
broke their hat-trick records 
are Luis Suárez (fourth hat-
trick in 81 appearances), 
Alan Shearer (fourth hat-
trick in 86 appearances) and 

rsenal are currently 

Ao n  t o p  o f  t h e 
P r e m i e r  L e a g u e 

table with five points ahead 
of  Manchester City, who are 
in second position.

The Gunners moved five 
points clear on top of  the 
Premier League table after 
beating Manchester United 
3-2 on Sunday evening.

Mikel Arteta's side have so 
far played 19 Premier League 
matches – won 16, drew two 
and lost one.

They have 50 points from 
19 league matches.

B e h i n d  A r s e n a l  a r e 

a n c h e s t e r MUnited boss Erik 
ten Hag wants a 

p u s h  b y  t h e  c l u b 
m a n a g e m e n t  t o  s i g n 
Tottenham striker Harry 
Kane.

The Daily Mail says 
Ten Hag wants the club to 
go for Kane at the end of  
the  season.  And i t  i s 
believed that the player 
himself  would be open to 
making the switch in what 
will be bitter news for Spurs 
supporters to swallow.

United chiefs  have 
already began to look into 
the particulars involved in a 
move for Kane, and appear 
confident that they will 
reach an agreement. Kane 
also has suitors in the form 
of  Bayern Munich, but 

ibyan giants Al Ahli LT r i p o l i  h a v e 
managed to beat 

Zamalek to the signing of  
Niger ian s t r iker  John 
Ebuka from Ceramica 
Cleopatra FC.

Ebuka broke into the 
scene during his time with 
ENPPI, where he scored 15 
goals and provided five 
assists in 33 games, before 
completing a surprise move 
to Cleopatra FC.

However, Ebuka failed 
t o  r e p l i c a t e  t h e s e 
performances with his new 
club as he found the back of  
the  ne t  on  jus t  th ree 
occasions in 14 games this 
season.

S t i l l ,  A l  A h l y  & 
Zamalek have both been 
linked with a January move 
for the striker, with the 

Robbie Fowler (fourth hat-
trick in 89 appearances).

Haaland has been in 
brilliant form since joining 
Man City from Borussia 
Dortmund last year.

T h e  N o r w a y 
international is currently the 
leading top scorer in the 
Premier League so far this 
season, ahead of  the likes of  
Harry Kane and Ivan Toney.

Manchester City, who have 
45 points from 20 games after 
beating Tottenham Hotspur.

Newcastle United are now 
in third position with 39 
points from 20 games, while 
Manchester United are in 
fourth position with 39 points 
from 20 games.

Newcastle overtook Man 
United on goal difference.

Behind Man United are 
Tottenham Hotspur (fifth) 
and Brighton (sixth).

O t h e r s  a r e  F u l h a m 
(seventh), Brentford (eighth), 
L ive r p o o l  ( n i n t h )  a n d 
Chelsea (tenth).

would likely prefer to 
remain in England.

Up unt i l  th is  t ime 
Tottenham have held firm 
and refused to sell Kane, 
despite strong interest from 
the likes of  Manchester 
City among others.

However, the 29-year-
old's contract is due to 
expire in the summer of  
2024, meaning this may be 
their last opportunity to get 
a transfer fee for him.

K a n e  a l s o  s e e m s 
r e l u c t a n t  t o  s i g n  a n 
extension to his current 
deal. The fact he is yet to 
win a major trophy has long 
been a stick to beat him 
with, and it certainly looks 
as though United are a 
team on the up while Spurs 
are in free-fall.

Whites even becoming 
inches away from agreeing 
on a deal with Cleopatra 
over Ebuka.

It was even reported 
that Saudi club Al Ahli 
Jeddah kept tabs on Ebuka 
after he was recommended 
b y  m a n a g e r  P i t s o 
M o s i m a n e,  w h o  w a s 
impressed by the player 
during his time at the helm 
o f  A l  A h l y .
B o t h  Z a m a l e k  a n d 
Cleopatra agreed on the 
transfer fee; however, the 
way of  payment was the 
issue that made the deal fall 
through.

Libyan giants Al Ahli 
Tripoli took advantage of  
the situation and managed 
to snatch the Nigerian, 
announcing the deal on 
their social media.

The fee and the type of  
the deal weren't revealed, 
but it's understood that the 
player will move to Libya 
on loan until the end of  the 
season, with an option to 
buy.

Al Ahli currently sit 
third in group B of  the 
Libyan Premier League 
with 15 points, eight behind 
leaders Al Ittihad.

Haaland achieved the feat 
after scoring a hat-trick in 
Man City's Premier League 
3-0 victory over Wolves on 
Sunday evening.

Haaland's three goals 
against Wolves was his 
fourth Premier League hat-

training and will be out for a 
couple of  weeks,” Leicester 
C i ty  r e por t e r,  Owynn 
Palmer- Atkins wrote on his 
Twitter handle.

The 25-year-old has 
struggled to stay fit in recent 
times.

The former Genk star 
missed the latter part of  last 
campaign with a  knee 
injury.

He has already spent 
time on the sidelines this 
season due to injury.

Ndidi has featured in 16 
g a m e s  a c r o s s  a l l 
competitions for Leicester 
City this season.

outfit announced.
He initially made his 

n a m e  a t  We s t  B r o m , 
appearing more than 200 
times before impressing at 
West Ham where he played 
a key role in their run to the 
Europa League semi-finals 
last season.

Dawson helped knock 
out Sevilla, who were then 
managed by Lopetegui, but 
will now get the chance to 
work with the Spanish 
coach.

A West Ham statement 
read: “Craig made very clear 
his wish to be granted the 
move for personal reasons, 
and whilst the Club was 
reluctant to agree to the 
transfer, he leaves with our 
thanks and appreciation, 
and we wish him well in his 
future career.”

Ndidi injured again, out
for few weeks

Transfer window: Ten Hag
demands for Kane

Zamalek's target Ebuka
joins Al Ahli Tripoli

Ebuka

Dawson completes Wolves
switch from West Ham
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over fraud allegation 

US intel: NDLEA, EFCC bust
Lagos cartel with fake $269,000

Haaland breaks Van Nistelrooy, three others' hat-trick records

Arsenal beat Man United
to go five points clear

Haaland


