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News

Ebonyi APC flags off  
State campaign rallies
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he All Progressives 
Congress, Ebonyi 
State has officially 

flagged-off  its Statewide lo-
cal government Campaign 
rallies.
   The flag-off  which was held 
at Iboko, headquarters of  
Izzi Local government area 
of  the State attracted large 
crowd of  Party supporters.
   Speaking during the rally, 
the APC governorship can-
didate for the State, Francis  
Nwifuru, pledged to govern 
the State with the  core val-
ues of  honesty, integrity and 
dedication.

   Nwifuru, Speaker of  Eb -
onyi State House of  Assem-
bly, further pledged to bring 
innovations in the State civil 
service, education, health, 
Agriculture, infrastructure 
and other sectors, in line with 
the strong foundation already 
laid by his predecessor.
   He emphasized that his ad-
ministration would encour-
age entrepreneurial educa-
tion through the introduction 
of  local dialects in schools 
curriculum for the teaching 
and learning of  science and 
technology.
   Describing himself  as a 
child of  destiny, he attribut-
ed his achievement so far to 
God’s grace, and his external-
ized principles of  dedication 
and diligence to duty, prom-
ising to bring the attributes 
to bear in his governance if  
elected.
   “I am a destiny child who 
rose from grass to grace
“I will govern with my core 
value of  honesty and integ-
rity, touching on education, 
health, agriculture and entre-
preneurial sector.
   “I will introduce our dear 
dialect in the curriculum of  
our school in teaching of  sci-
ence and technology.”
  Governor David Umahi, 
while soliciting support for 
the Party’s Presidential can-
didate, Ahmed Bola Tinubu, 
the governorship candidate, 
Francis Nwifuru, and oth-
ers, noted that Ebonyi State 
would be better off  with an 
APC government at all levels.
   He cautioned Ebonyi peo-
ple against supporting any 
governorship candidate from 
Ebonyi South Senatorial 
district, insisting that equity 
demands that Ebonyi North, 
precisely Izzi clan, should 
produce the next State Gov-
ernor.
  Umahi maintained that 
Nwifuru has been tested 
and trusted over a period of  
16 years to diligently contin-
ue and consolidate on the 
achievements made so far in 
the State.
  He assured that Ebonyi 
State would see better days 
with Nwifuru, adding: “start-
ing from now to end of  my 
tenure, it will be empowerent 
every month.”
   Others who spoke, including 
the State Chairman of  APC, 
Stanley Okoro Emegha and 
the Director General of  the 
Divine Mandate Campaign 
Organization, Austin Uma-
hi, expressed pride over the 
achievements of  Governor 
Umahi’s led APC govern-
ment.
   Emegha said the Party was 
delighted with the its choice 
of  governorship candidate as 
endorsed by the Governor.
“As a party we are very proud 
to be part of  the transforma-
tion going on in the State, 
and we are happy as a party 
on the person given to us to 
succeed the Governor.

15 shops burnt in Anambra 
market as traders count losses

Delay in domestication of Disability Law in
Imo frustrates our welfare - JONAPWD
By Ikenna Orioha

P
ersons living with dis-
abilities under the aus-
pices of  Joint National 

Association of  Persons With 
Disabilities (JONAPWD), 
have pointed out that the de-
lay in the passage of   Disabil-
ity Act in the state by govern-
ment frustrates their welfare 
and existence, hence they ap-
pealed to government to fully 
domesticate the Disability 
Law for the general interest 
of  the citizens of  the state.

Notably, the Discrimina-
tion Against Persons with 
Disabilities Prohibition Act 
was passed into Law by the 
National Assembly in 2018 
with 19 states including Abia 
and Anambra implement-
ing the Law effectively to 
the advantage of  the Special 

Citizens, the vulnerable and 
those who may be disabled in 
the future.

Speaking to journalists in 
Owerri during on Wednes-
day, the Executive Director 
of  The Qualitative Magazine, 
Mr. Agbo Christian, said 
if  the Law is firmly imple-
mented in Imo State “it will 
facilitate the mitigation of  
all forms of  stigmatization, 
discrimination and inhuman 
practices meted out to per-
sons with disabilities”.

Agbo noted that the Law 
will also “ensure access to ed-
ucation, employment, health, 
transportation and economic 
opportunities that will enable 
persons with disabilities live 
productive and independent 
lives. It will mitigate gender 
based violence that persons 
with disabilities face, espe-

cially women and girls with 
disabilities, provides enable-
ment for the participation of  
persons with disabilities in 
political and electioneering 
processes”.

While regretting that Imo 
State is among states that are 
yet to domesticate the  Dis-
ability Law, Agbo called on 
Governor Hope Uzodimma 
and Members of  Imo State 
House of  Assembly to initiate 
the process for the speedy pas-
sage of  the Disability Law in 
the state in the interest of  the 
people.

Adding his voice, the state 
Chairman of  JONAPWD, 
Dr. Stanley Nwachukwu, 
disclosed that the full imple-
mentation of  the Disability 
Law in Imo State would make 
disabled persons and the vul-
nerable have more sense of  

By David Eze,
Abakaliki

N
o fewer than two 
All Progressive 
Congress, APC 

party supporters, feared 
dead, following an auto 
crash that occurred along 
Onuebonyi Road, by Sha-
ron Junction, in the Izzi 
Local Government Area of  
Ebonyi State.

It was gathered that the 
party supporters were in a 
chartered vehicle, belong-
ing to Onitsha South Mass 
Transit. 

They were said to be 
heading to Iboko, the Izzi 
council secretariat, venue 
for the flag off  campaign of  
the APC governorship can-
didate, in the state, Hon. 
Francis Nwifuru.

Investigations revealed 
that the victims died in-
stantly, following the excru-
ciating impact of  the acci-
dent. The victims, were said 
to be a man and a woman. 

Others equally sustained 
varying degrees of  injuries.

According to an eyewit-
nesses, who spoke on con-
dition of  anonymity, the 
accident occurred as a re-
sult of  the carelessness of  
the drivers. 

“One of  the drivers was 
moving carelessly, but un-
fortunately for him, he col-
lided with another car in 
attempt to overtake without 

minding his life and that of  
passengers.

“I learnt the victims of  
the accident had been taken 
to the hospital, but I’m sure 
two persons, a man and a 
woman died instantly. It 
was a painful experience to-
day,” the source said. 

Efforts made to reach the 
Ebonyi State Command 
of  the Federal Road Safety 
Commisson, failed.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

G
oods worth millions 
of  naira including 
fifteen shops have 

been razed by fire in Isuan-
uocha community, Awka 
North Local Government 
Area of  Anambra State.

The inferno, News Echo re-
ports started at about 12am 
on Wednesday midnight and 
it took the intervention of  
neighbors in the area to quell 
the fire after several unsuc-
cessful phone calls put across 
to the State Fire Service.

Narrating his ordeal, one 
of  the victims, Okafor So-
madina said they were fast 
asleep when some of  them 
were alerted by a security 
man on duty who noticed 
the fire from one of  the 
shops.

 “Immediately we were 
alerted, a few Individuals 
who had phone numbers of  
the state fire service started 
calling them, but, regrettably, 
they didn’t respond,” he said.

Another victims, Mrs. 
Florence Ekemezie who sells 
drinks and food, said she lost 
four deep freezers, five stand-
ing fans, two refrigerators, a 
generator, cartons of  drinks, 
coolers, plates, and other val-
uables in the four shops she 
was occupying.

A tailor, Chukwuebuka 
Okeke who said he had been 
in the business over five years, 
listed items he lost to the fire 
to include five industrial 
machines, seven tailoring 
machines and other sewing 
equipment worth millions of  
naira.

 “I began fending for my-
self  five years ago, I lost Five 
industrial machines, seven 
tailoring machines, and other 
sewing equipment worth mil-
lions of  naira.

Another victim, who sells 
wholesale provisions, said he 
could not bring out any item 
from the shop, including cash 
of  N400,000 he kept in the 
drawer. 

He appealed to both the 
Federal, state, and wealthy 

individuals to coming to 
their rescue as some of  them 
could be forced to take their 
own lives following inability 
to cope with the present eco-
nomic hardship in the coun-
try.

Owner of  the structure, 
Chief  Cletus Okafor, a retiree 
lamented that he depended 
on proceeds from the shop 
rents to feed his family.

He however expressed ap-
preciation to God for sparing 
lives of  all the shop owners 

during the incident that last-
ed all night,  appealing to gov-
ernment and good spirited in-
dividuals for assistance.

Reacting, Executive Secre-
tary, State Emergency Man-
agement Agency (SEMA) 
Chief  Paul Odenigbo, sym-
pathized with the victims, 
urged them not to lose hope.

He promised that a team 
would be sent to take invento-
ry and assessment of  the lev-
el of  damage with a view to 
making case on their behalf.

Imo Newspaper vendors decry
highhandedness, extortion by ENTRACO
By Ikenna Orioha

N
ewspaper vendors 
in Owerri have de-
cried alleged abuse, 

extortion, intimidation and 
highhandedness by men of  
Imo State Environmental 
Transformation Commis-
sion (ENTACO).

The group lamented that 
despite the huge amount 
of  money allegedly being 
extorted from them by the 
operatives of  ENTRACO 
through sheer intimidation 
and bullying, they are being 
forced out from Govern-
ment House Roundabout by 
Old Okigwe Road Owerri 
where they station.

Speaking anonymously 
to journalists in Owerri on 
Monday, the newspaper 
vendors commented that 
ENTRACO, previously, 
had never intimidated and 
extorted them as being expe-

rienced in today despite the 
huge amount of  money they 
pay to ENTRACO men and 
management.

“Newspaper vendors in 
Owerri are not happy the 
way  ENTRACO men extort 
us and bully us. They force 
us to pay them monthly just 
to allow us be. Surprisingly, 
they came here this morn-
ing, forcing us out, break-
ing our tables and chairs, 
scattering our wares. They 
should allow us be. Previous 
governments had allowed us 
to stay here despite all odds. 
We should be allowed some 
space and freedom as bon-
afide citizens of  Imo State”, 
they cried.

The newspaper vendors 
while urging the state gov-
ernment to call the opera-
tives and management of  
ENTRACO to order to al-
low them stay at the Govern-
ment House Roundabout by 

Old Okigwe Road to con-
tinue their lawful business, 
reechoed that they do not 
constitute any danger or nui-
sance to the public. 

“We are law abiding citi-
zens of  Imo State. We do legal 
business to earn good living. 
But our greatest challenge is 
Imo ENTRACO who bully 
us, intimidate us and extort 
us. They abandoned their le-
gitimately assigned duty of  
decongesting and keeping 
the environment neat to man-
handle and extort law abiding 
people who are left with no 
option than to dance to their 
downgrading, illicit demand.

This anomaly should be 
corrected henceforth to avoid 
further highhandedness. 
Enough is enough”.

However, efforts made to 
hear from ENTRACO Gen-
eral Manager was unsuccess-
ful as he was not in the office 
when our reporter called.

belonging in the affairs of  the 
state to enable them calve a 
niche for themselves and their 
families. 

Harping on the theme of  
the  meeting “A Call for the 
Domestication of  Disability 
Law in Imo State”, President, 
Association of  Physically 
Challenged, Youth Empow-
erment, Imo State, Comr. Ken 
Ugwuegbu, Secretary-Gener-
al and Vice Chairman, JON-
APWD, Nwaocha Emeka 
Rex, Amaechi Clinton Chi-
nonye and Chairman, Albi-
nism Association of  Nigeria, 
Imo State, Pastor Ibegbulam 
Victor, urged government to 
stop shying away from meet-
ing the needs of  the vulnera-
ble and disabled persons to 
make the society liveable and 
comfortable for all law abid-
ing persons.

The group who demanded 
for a school for the blind in 
the state, appreciated the state 
government for showing con-
cern in their affairs and plight.

...Goods worth millions reportedly destroyed



News

Soludo slashes tax rate for transport
operators in Anambra

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
ransport operators 
on hearing the news 
that Anambra state 

government has reduced tax 
rates took the streets of  Awka 
city with joy, late Wednesday 
night.

Our Correpondent who 
witnessed the show reports 
that mainly keke operators 
were sighted within Aroma, 
Ifite axis chanting in solidar-
ity.

However, the Governor 
of  Anambra State, Prof. 
Chukwuma Charles Soludo 
had earlier met with trans-
port operators, and other 
key stakeholders at the Prof. 
Dora Akunyili Women’s De-

velopment Center in Awka to 
brainstorm and agree on the 
new modalities.

The outcome of  the meet-
ing was suspension of  tax 
payments for heavy duty 
loading and offloading in the 
transport sector, approval of  
weekly payments applicable 
to tricycle (keke), shuttle bus-
es and other transport opera-
tors.

While keke operators will 
now pay N2,500 per week or 
N10,000 per month, shuttle 
bus drivers will pay N3000 
per week or N12,000 per 
month and Mini Truck driv-
ers to pay N3,750 per week or 
N15,000 per month.

Motorcycle riders (Okada) 
are to start paying N1000 per 
week or N4000 per month, 
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while taxi drivers will now 
pay N3,000 per week or 
N12,000 per month.

The Governor stated that 
the meeting was convened 
to inform them that he had 
heard their complaints about 
the method of  tax collection.

Governor Soludo also 
stressed that he understood 
their concerns raised regard-
ing rate reduction, mode of  
payment (daily or weekly), 
and the issue of  multiple tax-
es.

He assured them that his 
government is determined to 
institute a progressive tax sys-
tem because APGA is a party 
for the common man.

“This Government will 
protect and promote the 
common man’s interests.” 

To make the system more 
equitable, we are working on 
comprehensive tax reform. 
Tax collection from hawkers, 
wheelbarrow pushers, and 
vulcanizers is prohibited in 
Anambra State”.

“As a progressive govern-
ment, we are determined to 
ensure that the poor are not 
burdened by taxes and that 
the wealthy pay their fair 
share. The truth is that you 
are paying more than your 
fair share,” Governor Soludo 
emphasized.

“I understand what you’re 
going through; I feel and 
touch it, and that’s why we’re 
going all out to declare a total 
emergency on state roads to 
alleviate your suffering.”

“It is true that the govern-

From Left- Chief of Staff to the Governor, Mr. Ernest Ezeajughi, Secretary to the State Government, Professor Solo 
Chukwulobelu, Speaker of the State House of Assembly, Rt. Hon. Uche Okafor, Governor Soludo, Chairman of the 
Anambra Internal Revenue Service, Mr. Richard Madiebo, Commissioner for Transport, Mrs. Patricia Igwebuike, 
among others.

ment requires funds!” There 
is no such thing as a society 
that has developed without 
people paying taxes. Last 
year, Anambra’s total tax 
contribution as revenue was 
barely N20 billion, which is 
insufficient for the massive 
road construction we have 
begun, let alone other sectors.

“Nobody likes paying tax-
es, but we’ve started a tax rev-
olution. Our main challenge 
is being harassed by touts and 
being taxed multiple times. 
“The vast majority of  what 
you pay goes into private 
pockets and never reaches 
the government,” Governor 
Soludo explained.

“We want unions, but only 
unions led by operators.” This 
will be possible once your 
enumeration is complete. The 
government will come and 
supervise your election, af-
ter which you will be able to 
choose your chairman for a 
specific term. We want to do 
away with professional life-
time unions! Unions must be 
run by operators, according 
to Governor Soludo.

The Governor assured that 
technology will be deployed 
to collect daily taxes in ac-
cordance with their demands, 
but that it will take some time 
to be implemented. He main-
tained that it is the only way 
to avoid returning to the old 
ways of  touts and unions.

“There will be phone num-
bers of  enforcement agencies 
provided so that people can 
communicate and file com-
plaints on whatever challeng-
es they are facing,” he said.

Governor Soludo urged 
transport operators to include 
waste bins in their vehicles so 
that passengers could dispose 

of  dirt in the bins, thereby 
assisting the government in 
keeping Anambra clean.

Earlier, Chairman of  the 
Anambra Internal Revenue 
Service, Mr. Richard Madie-
bo revealed that the state gov-
ernment met with members 
of  the Anambra Transport 
Union on 10th January, 2023 
where their many complaints 
and ideas were shared.

Mr. Madiebo revealed that 
some transport operators 
complained about rate re-
ductions, while others said 
they wanted to pay on a daily 
basis, and still others com-
plained about touts.

Present at the meeting 
were, Secretary to the State 
Government, Professor Solo 
Chukwulobelu, Chief  of  
Staff  to the Governor, Mr. 
Ernest Ezeajughi, Speaker of  
the State House of  Assembly, 
Rt. Hon. Uche Okafor, Com-
missioner for Special Duties, 
Barr. Sly Ezeokenwa, Com-
missioner for Information, 
Sir Paul Nwosu, Commis-
sioner for Budget & Econom-
ic Planning, Mrs Chiamaka 
Nnake, Special Adviser on 
Security, AVM Ben Chio-
bi (Rtd.) Commissioner for 
Transport, Mrs. Patricia Ig-
webuike, Commissioner for 
Agriculture, Mr. Foster Iheji-
ofor, among others.

Stop campaigning with FG’s 
school feeding program, APC 
tells Ikpeazu
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Uche Ogah branch 
of  All Progressive Con-
gress (APC) in Abia 

State has cautioned Gover-
nor Okezie Ikpeazu against 
campaigning with programs 
executed by the federal gov-
ernment in the State.

Some of  the projects, ac-
cording to the APC , is the 
federal government’s free 
feeding program which is al-
legedly included by the Gov-
ernor in his ongoing  senato-
rial campaigns.

APC in a statement by  its 
Acting Publicity Secretary, 
Hon Ofor Okorie alleged that 
Ikpeazu rather than telling 
his constituents what he had 
done as a leader and what 
he has failed to achieve, was  

busy tagging himself  with 
projects attracted to Abia by 
the federal government.

The party which criticised 
Ikpeazu’s senatorial ambi-
tion, said the Abia South 
PDP candidate can not offer 
anything to Abia South, if  
elected.

The APC further chal-
lenged Ikpeazu to showcase 
his achievements in Abia 
South and other parts of  the 
State to warrant his journey 
to the Red Chambers of  the 
National Assembly.

The party assured that Dr 
Uche Ogah remains the au-
thentic candidate of  Abia 
APC while dismissing the re-
ports that Dr Uche Ogah was 
convicted by an Abia Court, 
saying that the purported 
conviction was a kangaroo ar-
rangements which did not see 
the light of  the day.

IPOB condemn murder of Igbo Catholic Priest
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he proscribed Indig-
enous People of  Bia-
fra (IPOB) has con-

demned in totality the brutal 
murder of  an Igbo Catholic 
priest in Niger state. 

Media and Publicity Secre-
tary, Comrade Emma Pow-
erful for IPOB disclosed this 
in a statement made avaliable 
to News Echo on wednesday.

According to Emma, “The 
Movement and the family 
of  the Indigenous People 
of  Biafra (IPOB), under the 
leadership of  Mazi Nnamdi 
KANU, condemn the barbar-
ic murder of  an Igbo Catho-
lic Priest by Fulani terrorists 
in the Northern part of  Ni-
geria”.

“Fulani herdsmen burnt 
an Igbo Catholic Priest, Rev-
erend Father, Isaac Achi of  

Saint Peter & Paul Catholic 
Church, to death in the Kafin 
Koro Community in Paikoro 
Local Government Area of  
Niger State.

Fulani herdsmen invaded 
the community at about 1:00 
a.m. on Sunday and began 
shooting indiscriminately.  It 
was reported clearly that the 
Fulani terrorists burnt down 
the building where Rev. Fr 
Achi hid when they couldn’t 
gain access to abduct him. 
Even when the church mem-
bers alerted Nigeria Security 
Agencies during the attack, 
they refused to come to his 
help and rescue”.

“It’s imperative for Chris-
tians in Nigeria to under-
stand that Fulani agenda 
with tacit support from Fu-
lani controlled Government 
of  Nigeria has an agenda 
to forcefully Islamize and 
Fulanize this country, Ni-

geria. The burning alive of  
Igbo Catholic Priest in Niger 
State by Fulani terrorists is 
not only barbaric but also an 
affront to Igbo Nation and 
Christian Association of  Ni-
geria. Fulani terrorists have 
been killing Ndigbo in the 
North at any opportunity, 
and this must not continue”.

“Catholic Church and Ni-
geria Christians, in general, 
must not allow the constant 
intimidation and killing of  
Christians to continue. Chris-
tians, wake up! This fulani 
jihad is directly targeted at 
you”.

“Fulani terrorists jihadists 
killed Deborah Yakubu in 
cold-blood in Sokoto state 
for doing nothing wrong. She 
did not do anything wrong 
when fulani jihadists killed 
her and released Muslim la-
dies while abandoning Leah 
Shaibu because she was a 

Christian lady, and Christian 
Association of  Nigeria, CAN 
did nothing”.  

“Nigeria Christians are 
doomed if  they do not stand 
up to defend themselves 
against these murderous Fu-
lani Agendists. Waiting on 
the Nigeria security agents to 
defend them is committing 
suicide. Muslims in Nigeria 
are all in support of  the nu-
merous massacres and hu-
miliations from the Fulani 
terrorists. It is time Christians 
wake up from their slumber 
and realize that the Fulaniza-
tion agenda is here and is no 
longer a secret.  The present 
Government and their Secu-
rity Agencies are part of  the 
agenda. That is why they will 
never respond to distress call 
during terrorist attacks, nei-
ther will they arrest any of  
the murderous terrorists let 
alone prosecute them. 

... Suspends tax payment for heavy duty vehicles

Soludo
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s the petrol scarcity across the 

Acountry continues to linger, oil 
marketers have accused the 

Nigerian National Petroleum Company 
Limited of  politicising the supply 
process and making vain promises.

The oil marketers under the aegis of 
the Independent Petroleum Marketers 
Association of Nigeria claimed they had   
get fuel, despite the assurances from the 
Managing Director of the NNPCL 
Retail, Hubb Stocksman, in December 
that they would receive direct product 
supply at the government-regulated 
price of N148/litre from this month.

The Chairman of the Major Oil 
Marketers Association of  Nigeria, 
Olumide Adeosun, also said the 
deregulation of the downstream sector 
would eradicate fuel scarcity.

“Having subsidised PMS for so 
long, Nigerian institutions now have a 
diminished capacity to deal with the 
current local energy crisis. A disruption 
in any part of the supply chain causes 
ripple effects and results in queues at 
stations. As a country, we must begin 
the process of price deregulation to 
reduce this inefficient subsidy,” he said.

According to him, if the country 
wishes to implement a subsidy, it must 
be in areas targeted to help those it 
should help such as in agriculture and 
transportation to reduce food inflation 
and generate more jobs for Nigerians.

He said, “We must find a way to 
liberalise supply. We must bring 
transparency and competition into 
supply to ensure steadier, more efficient 
supply at optimum prices. Imported 
products must compete with locally 
refined products to find a meeting point 
between the need for local refining and 
competitively low but cost-recovered 
prices for Nigerians for sustainability.

“The exploration, production, 
refining of crude oil and the distribution 
of refined products is an international 
business with ebbs and flows and has 
specific models, guidelines, rules, and 
norms designed to protect and sustain 
consumers of this type of energy and 
populations impacted by its supply 
chain. The government and the industry 
in Nigeria must demonstrably apply this 
accepted health, safety, environmental 
protection, and quality norms to be seen 
to care for its local populations. To cut 

corners would be ir responsible, 
unaccountable, and unsustainable.”

Long fuel queues were still seen 
across Lagos on Wednesday. Some 
motorists were seen queuing up for 
N170 per litre of  fuel at stations 
belonging to MOMAN members, but 
stations belonging to IPMAN members 
rarely had customers, as those who 
could  a f ford  products  so ld  for 
N250/litre and above, were seen freely 
driving in and out of their (IPMAN) 
stations.

Findings  showed that  whi le 
MOMAN members get fuel directly 
from NNPCL at  a  government-
deregulated price of  N148/litre, 
IPMAN members patronise private 
depots where prices are determined by 
market indices.

The Executive Secretary for the 
Depot  and  Petro leum Products 
Marketers Association of  Nigeria, 
Olufemi Adewole, had told The 
PUNCH that just like the NNPCL, its 
members were on a “recover all” 
regime, adding that its members faced 
high costs of renting vessels, illegal fees, 
lack of  forex at Central Bank of 
Nigeria's official rate among others, as 
reasons behind increasing prices of 
products.

The spokesperson for NNPCL, 
Garba Deen, could not be reached on 
his official line for his comment on the 
lingering fuel crises.

Meanwhile, the Group Chief 
Executive Officer of  the Nigerian 
National Petroleum Company, Mele 
Kyari, on Wednesday said the oil firm 
was comfortable with the policy of the 
Federal Government on the subsidy of 
Premium Motor Spirit, popularly called 
petrol, despite the trillions of naira 
being spent subsidising the commodity.

However,  some exper ts  have 
maintained that the permanent solution 
is to deregulate and remove subsidies. 
Allow the market to be a free market, 
where marketers other than the NNPC 
will be able to bring in products. Since 
the government said the subsidy would 
be removed in June, let's wait and see, 
but until then, we have to manage

We therefore urge the incoming 
federal government to seriously look 
into petroleum sector and find a lasting 
solution to the Nigeria's crude oil and 
condensates production.
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Saving Nigeria from
reoccurring fuel scarcity
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Opinion

h e  c h a l l e n ge s  o f  TNigeria's economy are 
checkered, stubborn 

and complicated but not 
insurmountable.  Professor 
Doyin Salami noted that 
“Nigeria has an economic 
challenge that is significant 
and potentially severe. The 
F e d e r a l  a n d  S t a t e 
Governments alone lack the 
firepower and would need 
huge private investments to 
move the needle of  the 
economy.''

The Central Bank of  
Niger ia  i s  the  supreme 
monetary authority which 
p l a y s  a  m a j o r  r o l e  i n 
e c o n o m i c  m a n a ge m e n t 
through the formulation of  
monetary policies and other 
ways. The Bank has been up 
to par, creative, dynamic and 
aggressive in evolving policies 
aimed at re-inventing the 
e c o n o my  a n d  d e s e r ve s 
commendat ion  and not 
condemnation.

But as I noted in a recent 
article entitled, “Central 
banks, Politicians and Vested 
I n t e r e s t s ' '  w h i c h  w a s 
p u b l i s h e d  i n  Va n g u a r d 
n e w s p a p e r ,  T u e s d a y, 
December 27, 2022, the 
policies of  central banks 
g e n e r a l l y  a r e  o f t e n 
misunderstood especially by 
politicians and some others 
vested interests. It is therefore 
understandable why some 
people would misunderstand 
and misrepresent some of  the 
policies of  CBN which aim at 
healing the economy.

But the bottom line is that 
CBN has been dynamic and 
systematic with its policies 
though it may not have been 
easy to fully achieve the target 
objectives because of  inherent 
aberrations in the economy 
which have made it to be 
stubborn and resistant to 
guidance and discipline, and 
has turned out to be probably 
one of  the most sabotaged 
economies.

Firstly, to ensure a stable 
macro-economy, CBN had 
put financial system stability 
on the front burner. A resilient 
financial system is one in 
w h i c h  t h e r e  a r e  w e l l -
developed crisis management 
arrangements for handling 
d i s t r e s s e d  f i n a n c i a l 
institutions in such a way that 
public confidence in the 
financial system will not be 
undermined.

A robust financial system 
ensures  macroeconomic 

stability in the face of  fast and 
c o m p l e x  s y s t e m i c 
interactions in a globalized 
economy with changing 
perspectives.

T w o  f o r m e r  C B N 
Governors- Professor Charles 
Soludo and Sanusi Lamido 
Sanusi (former Emir of  Kano) 
strengthened the capital base 
of  banks for solidity, and 
eliminated corporate rascality 
respectively, for a stronger 
banking industry, while the 
present Governor, Godwin 
Emefiele  reinforced the 
financial system stability by 
d e v e l o p i n g  f i n a n c i a l 
frameworks and tools for 
managing financial stability 
particularly macro-prudential 
and micro-prudential policies 
and  c r i s i s  management 
conundrum.

Emefiele noted that his 
vision was to effectively 
manage potential threats to 
financial system stability and 
create a strong governance 
r e g i m e  t h a t  w o u l d  b e 
c o n d u c ive  t o  f i n a n c i a l 
intermediation, innovative 
finance and inclusiveness.

To further defend the 
financial system, CBN under 
Emefiele prohibited deposit 
money banks, non-banking 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  o t h e r 
institutions from facilitating 
trading in cryptocurrency, 
E m e f i e l e  s a i d  t h a t 
cryptocurrency had no place 

in our monetary system, and 
contravened an existing CBN 
Act (2007) which made CBN 
the issuer of  legal tender in 
Nigeria.

He further noted that if  
al lowed, cryptocurrency 
would perpetuate illegal 
activities such as money 
l a u n d e r i n g ,  t e r r o r i s m 
financing, purchase of  small 
arms and light weapons and 
tax evasion.

CBN has also been at the 
f o r e f r o n t  o f  f i n a n c i a l 
inclusion which is a mass-
oriented concept and a key 
tool for poverty alleviation 
which helps to develop a 
saving habit and increase 
entrepreneurial spirit and 
national output.

T h e  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  
financial inclusion are the 
availability of  a wide range of  
innovative financial products 
and ser v ices,  inc luding 
payments, savings, credit, 
i n s u r a n c e  a n d  p e n s i o n 
products and services within 
the reach of  all groups, and 
the designing of  financial 
products according to the 
needs of  target clients.

After the launch of  the 
National Financial Inclusion 
Strategy in 2012, Emefiele 
h o s t e d  Q u e e n  M a x i m a 
Cerruti of  the Netherlands 
who is the Honorary Patron 
o f  t h e  G 2 0  G l o b a l 
Partnership for Financial 

Inclusion. Going forward, 
CBN had reported that there 
had been more inclusion as 
the adult exclusion rate was 
r e d u c e d  a c r o s s  a l l 
geographical zones in the 
country.

To boost production and 
generate employment, CBN 
also focused on development 
financing and prioritized the 
real sector. Development 
financing is very important in 
the economy of  developing 
nations.

It is the use of  public 
sector resources to facilitate 
private sector investment in 
low-and middle - income 
countries where commercial 
or political risks are too high 
to attract purely private 
capital, and where investment 
is expected to have a positive 
change.

Development finance 
contributed to accelerating 
industrial growth in India and 
CBN had tended to move in 
the same direction by acting 
as a financial catalyst. The 
B a n k  i n i t i a t e d  va r i o u s 
c r e a t i v e  p o l i c i e s  a n d 
channelled funds to the real 
sector especially agriculture 
and manufacturing at single-
digit interest rates.

The real sector is where 
goods  and  se r v ices  a re 
p r o d u c e d  t h r o u g h  t h e 
combined utilization of  raw 
m a t e r i a l s  a n d  o t h e r 

production factors such as 
labour, land and capital.

Agriculture is basic for 
food security and is the 
s t a r t i n g  c h a i n  f o r 
industrialization and a source 
of  foreign exchange. Both 
a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d 
manufacturing are at the core 
of  the real sector and provide 
more linkages in the economy. 
They have the capacity to 
generate high employment 
and income potential.

CBN has been firing from 
all cylinders in an effort to 
heal the economy and the 
B a n k ' s  p o l i c i e s  h a v e 
stimulated greater credit flow 
to the manufacturing sector 
which hitherto was starved of  
credit by banks.

There are other notable 
policies by CBN which have 
impacted positively on some 
segments of  the economy but 
which may not have been well 
understood or appreciated in 
some quarters either due to 
i gnorance,  mi sch ie f  o r 
i m p r o p e r  a n a ly s i s  a n d 
assessment.

If  the momentum created 
by CBN is sustained, the 
e c o n o m y  w o u l d  m o s t 
probably take a turn for the 
better in the long run all things 
being equal.

Nwobu, a Char tered 
Stockbroker and Business 
Journalist wrote from Lagos.
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Understanding the policies of CBN 
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e  w o u l d  b e 

Wcounting the top 
1 0  o f  h e r 

favourite looks from the 
competition.

Another Miss Universe 
competition has come and 
gone but one undeniable 
s ta r  i s  Miss  Niger ia ' s 
Hannah Iribhogbe. This 
US-based  Edo  beau ty 
captivated everyone with 
her astonishing beauty, 
much like the 2face Idibia 
song, 'African Queen'. 

9. Arrival look 
For the first day of  the 

on it? It's perfect for red 
c a r p e t s  a n d  w e d d i n g 
receptions. 

6. Flirty and fun 
Miss Nigeria stepped 

out for dinner on day five of  
the competition, in a short 
glistening gown by Estaz. 

5. Corset-tastic 
When in doubt, wear 

an Ankara corset top and a 
mini skirt. 

4. Bridal inspiration 
Brides, please take note 

of  this beautiful dress for 
your reception. 

3. Body goals 

Fo r  t h e  s w i m s u i t 
competition, Hannah wore 
a green swimsuit and cape 
that had the insignia of  the 
36 states in Nigeria and the 
end sars symbol. 

2. White and gold 
For the section of  the 

competition, they were to 
we a r  a  d i n n e r  g ow n , 
Hannah looked gorgeous in 
a white and gold gown. 

1. Gorgeous in green 
This is by far the most 

beautiful dress she wore to 
the competition, a gorgeous 
green ball gown. 

c o m p e t i t i o n ,  H a n n a h 
travelled in a short flower 
motif  gown with puffy 
s l e e ve s  f r o m  A f r i c a n 
Designer, Bertha Amuga. 
She was tres chic! 

8. Ariel Hannah 
Styled by Info World 

Styling, Hannah wore a 
one-shoulder crop top with 
exaggerated sleeves and a 
skirt. She looked like a 
gorgeous mermaid. 

7. Mirror illusion 
Can we have a little 

common for this Estaz dress 
with mirror-like ornaments 
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f  there is one trend we Iare glad ended, it's the 
skinny jeans trend, 

especially on men. 
Sometime around the 

early 2010s, skinny jeans 
were all the rave, in different 

igerian fans might 

Nbe getting their 
w i s h  o f  s e e i n g 

D a v i d o  a n d  W i z k i d 
perform together on the 
same stage.

D u r i n g  t h e  w e e k , 
W i z k i d  t o o k  t o  h i s 
Instagram page to make a 
shocking announcement 
that he would be going on 
tour with fellow megastar 
Davido. 

n a Sotheby's London 

Ia u c t i o n  h e l d  o n 
Wednesday night, Kim 

Kardashian's representative 
bid the highest to purchase a 
cross-shaped pendant worn 
as a necklace by the late 
Princess Diana.

The 5.25 carat cross-
shaped pendant has square-
cut amethysts and diamonds 
with round-cut shapes. 

Kim Kardashian is a 
r e a l i t y  t e l e v i s i o n 

company,  most  recent 
statistics have confirmed 
that people no longer like 
skinny jeans. The sale of  
skinny jeans experienced a 
decline in sales in 2021 
when compared to pre-

'More Love, Less Ego' 
f o l l ow i n g  t h e  l o s s  o f  
Davido's son. The gesture 
was applauded by fans who 
admired the show of  respect 
and support. 

The announcement has 
sent fans into hysteria as 
they eagerly look forward to 
a joint performance from 
two of  Africa's biggest acts. 

Wizkid and Davido 
famously shared the stage at 

'Birthright', which defends 
women's rights throughout 
pregnancy and childbirth. 

The glistening purple 
gemstone was loaned to her 
f rom a col lect ion that 
belonged to the late Naim 
Attallah CBE, the former 
group chief  executive officer 
of  Asprey & Garrard. 

Kim seemed to have 
developed an appetite for 
wear ing dead people ' s 
clothes and personal effects. 

as the most popular style 
among American women in 
2021. Straight-leg jeans also 
made up one-third of  the 
market ($3.3 billion). 

Quartz suggests that the 
pandemic and the lockdown 
made people seek for more 
comfortable clothing and 
preferred to wear sizes 

pandemic 2019,  whi le 
straight fit, flare, and boot 
cut jeans saw a rise in 
demand. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
research firm, straight-leg 
jeans overtook skinny jeans 

Wizkid's 2017 December 
concert where he brought 
Davido out as a special guest 
to perform 'FIA'. 

The  cos t  o f  see ing 
Wizkid and Davido together 
is surely not going to be 
cheap as Wizkid has advised 
fans to save their coins. 

At any rate, a joint tour 
from the two will be a 
h i s t o r i c  m o m e n t  f o r 
Nigerian and African music. 

Last year, she wore a nude 
Marilyn Monroe gown to 
the Met Gala and her first 
daughter, North, wore the 
hat that Michael Jackson 
wore in the Thriller video for 
Halloween. 

x - B i g  B B N a i j a Ehousemate Ka3na 
has threatened to 

expose all the married men 
in her DM who have been 
d i s t u r b i n g  h e r  f o r  a 
relationship.

She said she doesn't 
understand how married 
men can leave their family 
and come after her. 

The reality TV star 
noted that the men had better 
negotiate with her or risk 
going viral for the wrong 
reasons. 

In her words, "The next 
24 hours I'm gonna expose 

all the married men in my 
DM. Enough is enough. 
How dare you have such 
beautiful family on your 
page and you're busy doing 
the devil's work in my DM. 
The audacity. Come back to 
my DM let's negotiate or you 
will blow for the wrong 
reason." 

Ka3na was a housemate 
on Africa's biggest reality TV 
show, Big Brother Naija, in 
the Lockdown 2020 edition. 
She describes herself  as a 
strong woman who wants 
more from life.

bigger than them. 
Another reason for the 

drop in the skinny jeans 
trend is the silhouette; it 
brings out the shape of  the 
legs in a way that many 
might deem unattractive. 

For now, loose, free 
jeans are all the rave. 

colours too. But a shift has 
undoubtedly happened; the 
trend has quickly run to its 
extinction even amongst 
women. 

The NPD Group, an 
American market research 

I n  t h e  p o s t  o n  h i s 
Instagram story, Wizkid 
s t a t ed  tha t  "Af t e r  my 
'MLLE (More Love, Less 
Ego)' tour!! Davido and I 
going on tour! save your 
coins! I no wan hear pim". 

The  announcement 
comes as a surprise as fans 
never saw it coming. 

Readers will recall that 
Wizkid  pos tponed the 
release of  his 5th album 

personality, a mother of  
four, a serial entrepreneur, 
and Kanye West's ex-wife. 
The amethyst cross' final 
bid, which was 163,800 
pounds ($197,453), more 
than doubled  the  pre -
auction estimate. 

I n  O c t o b e r  1 9 8 7 , 
P r i n c e s s  D i a n a ,  l a t e 
Princess of  Wales, wore the 
pendant with a Catherine 
Walker gown at a fundraiser 
f o r  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n 
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n explanation of  how 

Aa l c o h o l  a n d 
marijuana (weed) 

affect sex was published in the 
Archives of  Sexual Behavior.

24 young adults from 
New York City participated 
in this study to determine 
sexual experiences when 
weed and alcohol were used 
before sexual activity. It was a 
small sample size, so the 
research might not be as 
authoritative. 

1. Weed and alcohol 
affect orgasm 

Alcohol was associated 
with a more heightened 

ear women, men Dtoo love foreplay.

M e n  a r e  t h e  m o s t 
underrated in terms of  
emotions. It is true that 
sexual urges are more in men 
as compared to women, but 
it is not at all true that men 
do not want anything else. 

W h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o 
companionship, partnership 
and family orientation men 
are  equal ly  re l iable  as 
women. 

If  you want your man to 
go wild in bed and give him a 
good time, pamper him in 
that sense then here are some 
foreplay tips that will drive 

any people have Ml a n d e d  i n  t h e 
emergency room 

because they were not careful 
during sexual intercourse. As 
much as you want to have as 
much fun as possible, you 
d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  e n d  u p 
wounded or sick.

So don't; 
Put weird things inside 

your body or trying kinks you 
don't know about 

The only things that 
should be inside your body 
during sex are sexual organs 
or sex toys, anything else is a 
highway to infections, and 
that include putting food and 
all manner inside sexual 
organs. 

Okay, you bought a new 
sex toy and you don't know 
how it works, learn and don't 
electrocute yourself. Plus, 
you don't want to be chained 
to a bed and you don't know 
how to be unchained because 
you never learnt how to use 
handcuffs. 

Sex when high or drunk 
E xc e p t  i t ' s  w i t h  a 

partner you know and trust, 
sex and drugs are a bad 
combination. Though many 
people say they prefer having 
sex when high because it 
increases their sensitivity and 
removes inhibitions, many 

sexual experience, while 
marijuana made sex more 
tantric, slow and loving. 

W h i l e  s o m e  p e o p l e 
believed that getting high on 
weed caused orgasms to be 
more intense, others found it 
i m p o s s i b l e  t o  o r g a s m . 
Similarly, alcohol made some 
people have prolonged or 
delayed orgasm, while others 
said that getting intoxicated 
made them orgasm faster. 

2. Alcohol and weed can 
cause problems with sexual 
performance or make it 
better 

Drunk people felt numb 

him wild: 
Naughty texts
If  you want to drive him 

wild physically then start 
with naughty texts. The 
sexting turns them on like 
nothing else can and do so 
throughout the day. Send 
erotic texts and pictures. Go 
wild, start with something 
small. He will be on fire for 
you when he is done with 
work and about to reach 
home. 

Tease him
Women have the power 

to make men literally beg in 
bed and men secretly love it! 
The texts have already driven 
them wild so why would 

(bad) things happens when 
you lack no inhibitions 
during sex. 

You can overestimate 
your strength and wake up 
with bruises but what's worse 
you are more likely to make 
decisions you will regret 
later. 

Drunken sex should 
even be out of  it because you 
won't remember anything, so 
what's the point? Control 
your alcohol consumption 
and if  you are with a drunken 
person, don't engage them in 
sexual activities no matter 
how they beg. 

Casual sex or paying for 
sex 

For real though, one 
night stands at your age? 
Okay, I get it if  it's something 
you want to cross from your 
sexual bucket list but if  you 
make a habit of  sleeping with 
strangers and even worse 
paying for sex. Apart from 
the health implications, it's 
unsettling psychologically. 

M u l t i p l e  s e x u a l 
partners, yes that includes a 
threesome with a random 
stranger 

I am not saying 'leave 
woman and man and touch 
God' but limit the number of  
people you are having sex 
wi th ,  whether  you  are 

during sex, but those who 
were high felt the sensations 
more intensely. 

Dr unkenness  af fects 
s exua l  pe r fo r mance  by 
causing problems like erectile 
dysfunction, vaginal dryness, 
and sleeping off  during sex. 
S o m e  we e d  u s e r s  a l s o 
claimed weed had a negative 
e f f e c t  o n  t h e i r  s e x u a l 
performance, but these were 
more psychological than 
physical. 

3. Alcohol and weed 
makes people feel sexy 

Many of  the participants 
said that both weed and 

they not be crazy with 
desire? To match that and 
keep the game on, tease him 
and drive him nuts. Do not 
give him what he wants so 
quickly. Give in but delay 
until you think you can. 

Blowjob
N o t  a l w a y s ,  b u t 

sometimes, giving a blowjob 
when you are comfortable, 
would be classic! There too, 
j u s t  d o  n o t  d o  i t 
mechanically like you may 
have seen in some adult 
f i lms.  Go  s low,  t ease, 
explore,  use chocolate, 
honey, or whatever drives 
your boat. Do it like you 
mean it. Also, after kissing, 

married or single, we know 
married people aren't as 
monogamous too. 

A s i d e s  f r o m 
contracting STIs, even if  you 
are sure of  your sexual 
health, you can't be sure of  
the other person's and you 
can leave a trail of  broken 
hearts and trust because of  
your lack of  control. 

hat happens to 

Wyour body when 
you stop having 

sex regularly?
Sex, there is a good 

reason why the good Lord 
designed that activity, apart 
from the procreation of  
course. 

1. Your heart might stop 
functioning properly 

According to research, 
persons who have sex once a 
month or less are more likely 
to get heart disease than 
those who do it twice a week 
or more. This is because your 
anxiety levels increase when 
you stop having sex and you 
stop or reduce physical 
activity. 

2. Your immune system 

is weaker 
Compared to people who 

have it less frequently, weekly 
sex strengthens your immune 
system. One explanation 
could be that it increases 
levels of  the antimicrobial 
immunoglobulin A, or IgA. 
When you have sex but too 
much says might lower your 
immune fighting power too, 
so checks and balances. 

3. Unhealthy prostate 
In comparison to males 

who ejaculated at least 21 
times every month, those 
w h o  e j a c u l a t e d  l e s s 
frequently had a higher risk 
of  developing prosta te 
cancer. 

4. Lack of sleep 
A good night's sleep is 

always sure after sex because 
it releases hormones like 
prolactin and oxytocin that 
encourage sound sleep. More 
estrogen is produced in 
women, which is beneficial 
and leads to that after-sex 
glow. 

5. High blood pressure 
It appears that having sex 

lowers blood pressure. It 
increases your level  of  
cardiovascular and muscle-
building exercise, reduces 
anx ie ty,  and  genera l ly 
improves your mood. 

Lack of  protection 
All these behaviours are 

tied but stop saying you like it 
raw with someone you just 
met or are unsure of, don't 
you like yourself ? 

Plus, you don't want to 
have a pregnancy scare or get 
pregnant; all I'm trying to say 
is use a condom. Abortions 
are not legal in Nigeria and 
are problematic. 

alcohol made them feel sexier 
and more confident with their 
bodies, though participants 
said this more about drinking 
alcohol. 

4. Alcohol makes people 
engage in sexual activity 
with people they might 
regret, but weed doesn't 

Both drugs were said to 
have an impact on one's 
choice of  sexual partner, but 
participants said they were 
more likely to sleep with 
someone they regretted when 
drunk. Those who are high on 
weed are more likely to have 
sex with those they know, but 
when drunk, they would have 
sex with strangers and people 
they  would  have  never 
wanted to when sober. 

5. You are more likely to 
make fatal mistakes when 

kiss the erogenous zones like 
his neck, stomach, chest, and 
i n n e r  t h i g h s .  L i c k 
everywhere, and give at least 
10 to 15 minutes to the 
teasing. 

Praise him
Men like being praised 

and all of  them will admit to 
it if  you ask them at the right 
moment, Tell him verbally, 
how good he is. How he 
satisfies you. Praise his 
manhood because their 
world is associated with it in 
some or the other way. 
Describe exactly to him what 
felt great. Tell him he is the 
sexiest and hottest and an 
incredible lover. 

drunk 
When you have drunken 

sex with a stranger, there are 
many consequences. One is 
the shame you feel the next 
morning, but worse than that 
is having sex without a 
condom, recording yourself, 
taking pictures or texting 
about it. 

6. Alcohol and weed 
affect how long sex lasts 

here's a new trend of  Twomen going braless.

The brassiere, a French 
word for child's underwear, 
was invented in 1900 and only 
became popular in the 1930s. 
More than a century later, this 
trend is about to be discarded, 
why? 

Freedom 
'Let the nip be free'. 

Recently, many women have 
discarded bras and have 
decided to free themselves 
from bondage of  the brassiere. 

Let's be honest, bras are 
painful, especially those with a 
bit of  iron at the edge; it can 
feel like wearing an armor on 
your chest. 

B r a s  a r e  t o o l s  o f 
misogynic oppression 

This  sounds  l ike  an 
exaggeration, but it is not. 
When I was growing up my 
mother used to tell me to wear 
a bra because she didn't want 
men to see me without one 
and 'look at them lustfully'. 

The truth is most times, 
when women want to box 
their breasts in, they do so not 
to offend the sensitivities of  
men who are easily moved by 
the mammary glands or are 
quick to insult it and call it 
'saggy'. 

True, a line should be 
drawn between what 's  a 
private part and what's not, 
but letting the actions of  men 
control what you wear doesn't 
seem like a good way to live 

Many of  the participants 
of  the study said when they 
were intoxicated, sex lasted 
longer, this is probably due to 
the  numbing  e f fec t s  o f  
alcohol on the body. Weed 
also makes sex last longer, but 
their sense of  time might have 
been altered. 

At the end of  the day, 
everyone reacts different to 
weed and alcohol. 

your life, if  you want your 
nipples to be free, then go 
ahead girls. 

Bras are not always 
necessary 

There are some clothes 
you don't need to wear bras; it 
literally makes no sense. Some 
clothes have bra padding 
already. Plus, there are boob 
tapes that keep the breasts 
firmly in place. 

A form of protest 
Going braless has also 

been a way for women to 
protest about their rights. The 
Miss America Protest of  1968, 
led by the New York Radical 
Women civil rights group, was 
the first time women removed 
their bras in protest as a way to 
remove things that were seen 
as oppressive to women. 

Bras make the breasts sag 
more 

One such study from 2013 
by a Professor of  sports 
medicine at the Université de 
Franche-Comté, found that 
forgoing a bra preserved breast 
shape while wearing one 
made them saggier. 

P l u s ,  d u r i n g  m a n y 
c a r n iva l s,  wo m e n  wa l k 
around almost nude. Even in 
pre-colonial African cultures, 
women's breasts were not 
immediately attached to 
sexual urges and were left to 
hang freely. 

For these reasons, we say 
free the nip - except you are 
exercising, wear a sports bra 
then. 

Things that happen when you
have s*x while high or drunk 

Free the nip:
Why women shouldn't
wear bras anymore

For women: Foreplay tips to drive your man wild

Sexual behaviors to avoid in 2023 

Why your body suffers when you don't have
regular s*x
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One of the shops burnt beyond repair at the Isuaniocha market.

Native Doctor video: Anglican Church
angry, threaten legal action
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
he Onitsha headquar-
ters of  the Anglican 
Communion, Diocese 

on the Niger, has expressed 
bitterness over a trending 
video currently circulating in 
some media platforms “about 
a purported award to one 
Chidozie Nwagu, known in 
some circles as Akwa Okuko 
Tiwara aku n’Oba”. 

In a letter dated Jan 17,2023 
signed by Venerable John Nk-
woemezie, the Synod Secre-
tary,  the Church noted that 
the misleading trending vid-
eo claimed that the so-called 
award took place in a hotel 
within the commercial city of  
Onitsha on January 13,2023.

Refuting and denying 
any bearing with the award 
claims, the Church insisted 
that no such award took place 
in any of  its parishes or by 
her priests whatsoever. This 
therefore makes the claims 
by the promoters of  the mis-
chievous and dubious video 
a calculated falsehood meant 
to  demean and tarnish the 
image and integrity of  the 

Diocese.  
In the letter, copy o f  

which was given to journal-
ists in Awka this morning, 
the Church pointed out that 
“none of  the ‘priests’ in the 
video belong to any parish 
of  the Diocese. And that the 
robes of  the priests was nev-
er those of  the Church or her 
priests.”

The Secretary described 
the participants as “impostors 
with satanic ploys to destroy 
the highly cherished image 
of  the Anglican Church and 
thereby embarrass the Church 
of  God. 

“This is again clear in their 
name as ‘Ebube Miracle’ , 
without proper identity and 
parish”. 

Asserting that the Diocese,  
her parishes and priests” 
are committed to Biblical 
Christianity and does not 
give awards or have any rela-
tionship with native doctors,  
herbalists and occultic people 
as seen in the video clip, the 
Secretary urged the public to 
disregard the video. 

Referring to 3 John 9-11, 
the Church warned the public 
to be wary of  the devices of  

the evil one, noting that the 
days are truly evil.

More so, the Director of  
Communications for the 
Diocese,  Sir Oseloka Offor 
told journalists that the legal 
directorate was still studying 
the matter with a view to 

FG flags off cash grants to vulnerable 
people in Anambra

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
he Federal Govern-
ment of Nigeria in 
synergy with Anam-

bra State Government has 
inaugurated the distribution 
of  grants to vulnerable peo-
ple in the state in its pro-
gramme tagged, ‘Grants for 
Vulnerable Groups (GVG)’.

This is in fulfillment of  the 
President Mohammadu Bu-
hari’s year 2020 manifesto of 
sustaining the Social Inclu-
sion Agenda on the Poor by 
evolving a consistent, com-
passionate and deliberate 
National Agenda in lifting 
100 million Nigerians out of 
poverty in 10years.

The inauguration which is 
aimed at lifting about 3,222 
poor and vulnerable people 
out of  poverty in the state 
was held at the the Professor 
Dora Akunyili Women De-
velopment Centre Awka.

The Minister of  Human-
itarian Affairs, Disaster 
Management and Social 
Development, Hajia Sadiya 
Umar Farouq represented 
by the Deputy Director of 
the ministry, Mr. Charles 
Anelo said that they were in 
the state to midwife the dis-
tribution of  the grants to the 
recipients.

`̀ The GVG is targeted 
at providing a one-off  cash 
Grant of  20,000 naira each 
to 3,222 beneficiaries of  the 
poorest and most vulnerable 

groups in Anambra State.
`̀ We are also here to flag 

off  the roll-out Government 
Enterprise and Empower-
ment Programme (GEEP).

`̀ The GEEP is a pro-
gramme designed for the vul-
nerable and low income An-
ambrarians who are involved 
in some sort of  commercial 
activity and capacity but 
have never had the opportu-
nity to access loans.

`̀ The GEEP is captured in 
three signature schemes of 
Tradermoni loan of 50,000 
Naira to each individual for 
uplifting the under-privileged 
and marginalized youths 
between the ages of  18 to 
50years.

`̀ The Marketmoni which 
is 50,000 Naira loan to each 
individual is targeted for the 
under-privileged and margin-
alized women in the society 
like widows and divorcees.

`̀ Then, there is the Farm-
ermoni loan scheme which is 
designed to provide Agricul-
tural inputs worth and up to 
a maximum of  300,000 naira 
to rural farmers.

`̀ The GEEP programme 
has a total of  5,537 potential 
beneficiaries from Anam-
bra state, which would start 
receiving their credit alerts 
from today.’’

The minister added that 
the visit to Anambra State 
was also to flag off  the Na-
tional Sensitization for the 
National Home Grown 
School Feeding Programme 

which seeks to educate com-
munities and stakeholders on 
the proper and more effective 
implementation of the pro-
gramme as President Buhari 
has increased the current 
feeding of  9.9 million school 
children by another 5 million 
school children.

The Anambra Com-
missioner for Budget and 
Economic Planning, Mrs. 
Chiamaka Nnake while 
speaking said, “this is one of 
the events that Anambra is 
privileged to be part of  from 
Federal Government’’.

She thanked the Federal 
Government for flagging off 
the programmes in the state, 
and having the state as one of 
their key partners in the jour-
ney for good governance.

She explained that the 
flag off  is a state roll out of 
the three National Social 
Investment Programmes 
(NSIP) which are roll-outs of 
government enterprises and 
empowerment programmes 
to beneficiaries of  marketmo-
ni, tradermoni, farmermoni 
and launching of the School 
Feeding, handing over of  the 
Height and Weight Scales 
and Farm to Kitchen Center.

She stressed that the Social 
Investment Programme was 

designed to promote social 
protection with the aim of  re-
ducing the rate of  poverty in 
the country.

`̀ It is targeted to the poor 
and vulnerable households in 
Anambra state.

`̀ The Social Investment is 
being delivered under four 
major programmes; N-pow-
er programme, the Home 
Grown School Feeding pro-
gramme, the Cash Transfer 

and the Government En-
terprise and Empowerment 
Programme (GEEP).’’

She emphasized that 
N-power programme is for 
Job creation and for young 
Nigerians between the ages 
of  18-35years with a monthly 
stipend of  30,000 naira.

She urged Ndi Anambra to 
key into various national so-
cial investment programmes 
mapped out by the Federal 
Government.

In his goodwill message 
the representative of  the Civil 
Society Organization (CSO), 

Mr. Chris Azor, commend-
ed the Federal Government 
for the empowerment pro-
grammes in the state.

He also praised the State 
Government for its effort to 
key into the programmes suc-
cessfully, and urged people of 
the state to make judicious 
use of  the opportunities. 

One of the beneficiaries, 
Mr. Ugochukwu Okeke 
thanked the Federal and 
State Governments for the 
grants and prayed to God to 
bless the governor and the or-
ganizers of  the programmes.

seeking legal redress soon. 
He cautioned the public to 

beware of  deriding the highly 
revered Anglican Commun-
ion, or making any form of  
caricature of  her name or 
her priests as such would be 
viewed seriously.

7 Abia monarchs risk
dethronement  for playing 
politics
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State Governor, 
Dr Okezie Ikpeazu 
has said that his at-

tention has been drawn to 
activities of  some tradition-
al rulers in the State which 
are away from their roles as 
community leaders.
   The Governor in a state -
ment by the Secretary to 
his government, Barr Chris 
Ezem said his observations 
has revealed that seven tra-
ditional rulers  drawn from 
three zones of  the State were 
deeply involved in partisan 
politics.
   According to the Governor, 
three of  the traditional rulers 
are from Abia North, two 
from Abia South and two 
also from Abia South Sena-
torial zones respectively.
   He identified that the royal 
fathers were having meetings 
and other political activities 

brazenly.
Ikpeazu therefore warned 
that such royal fathers risk 
big sanctions even as he cau-
tioned other royal fathers 
across the State that any in-
volvement in politics or oth-
er activities that ran contrary 
to their roles, would earn 
them sanctions.
    The warnings by Governor 
Ikpeazu may not be uncon-
nected with a meeting this 
week by about 70 tradition-
al rulers at Abam Ubakala,  
Umuahia South LGA where 
some decisions were report-
edly taken by the royal fa-
thers.
  Last week also, the tradi-
tional ruler of  Umudiawa 
autonomous community, 
HRH Eze Nnamdi Ofoegbu  
in Umuahia North praised 
a Guber candidate from 
Umuahia, describing the 
candidate as “a worthy son 
of  Ohuhu land.”

... 3,222 set to benefit in the state 

2 gunmen, Police officer die 
in Aba gun duel
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

A 
gun war between 
men of  Nigerian 
Police Force and 

some  unknown gunmen has 
claimed 3 lives in Aba, Abia 
State while a Police AK 47 
gun was stolen by the fleeing
bandit.

The shootout involved 
the men of  Ndiegoro Police 
station in Aba and a heavily 
armed  group  who report -
edly rode in a tricycle (Keke 
NAPEP).

While the two hoodlums 
were neutralized by the Po-
lice patrol team, a member 
of  the Police team was said 
to have been shot dead be-
hind a building when he pur-

sued the suspect into, accord-
ing to some Aba residents

The development which 
took place by mid-afternoon 
on Tuesday according to Po-
lice Public Relations Officer 
(PPRO) of  Abia Command, 
Geoffrey Ogbonna, was al-
legedly carried out by sus-
pected members of  IPOB/
ESN.

He explained that two of  
the gunmen were killed by 
the Policemen while a Police 
Sergeant was killed in the 
shootout.

According to Ogbonna, 
some Policemen from Ndie-
goro Police Station who were 
on patrol around Ijeorji junc-
tion of  Ohanku Aba, were 
attacked by the armed hood-
lums .
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T
he Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) in 
Imo state has raised 

the alarm over severe inse-
curity in the State and urged 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari to declare a state of  
emergency in the State if  
the situation persists.

Worried by the incessant 
killings and attacks going 
on in the State by yet-to-
be-identified gunmen, the 
party also called on the na-
tional security adviser, the 
inspector general of  police 
and the director general of  
the directorate is State ser-
vices to urgently review the 
security architecture of  the 
State.

The Imo PDP outcry 
came following the recent 
bloody attacks on its House 
of  Representatives can-
didate for Ideato Federal 
Constituency, Ikenga Imo 
Ugochinyere and other sev-
eral other cases of  mindless 
killings and attacks across 
the state, aggravating inse-
curity everywhere.

At a press conference in 
Owerri the chairman of  the 

party, Engr. Charles Ugwu 
noted with dismay that 
“there has been a steady de-
generation of  the security 
situation in the State char-
acterized by kidnapping, ar-
son, attacks and gruesome 
killing of  innocent citizens.”

Ugwu who was represent-
ed by the State secretary 
of  PDP, Nze Ray Emeaña, 
pointed out that Imo peo-
ple have been traumatized 
by the unending reign of  
terror, which has created 
widespread fear and anxiety 
in the State and threatening 
to paralyze social and eco-
nomic activities.

According to him, in 
response to the people’s 
concern for safety, and to 
complement the efforts of  
the regular security agen-
cies, the Ebubeagu vigilan-
te initiative was evolved. 
Unfortunately, rather than 
deploy the outfit to address 
the security challenges in 
the State, it is being abused 
as an instrument of  suppres-
sion and vengeance against 
perceived enemies of  the 
State government.

“It is worrisome that 
Ebubeagu, which appears 
currently positioned as a hit-
squad under the DSS, rep-
resents a worse nightmare 
to the people of  Imo State, 
than the organized network 
of  bandits and kidnappers it 
was established to confront. 

“Indeed, since the deploy-
ment of  Ebubeagu against 
separatist groups and agita-
tors, there has been a spike 
in insecurity to new and 
intolerable heights, charac-
terized by a vicious cycle of  
extra-judicial killings and 
reprisal attacks. 

“The result is that Imo 
State has been transformed 
into a theatre of  war and 
butchery, where daily ex-
tra-judicial murders have 
become so common that the 
incidents no longer merit 
media headline attention.

“It is indeed regrettable 
that over these past years, 
our advice to the State Gov-
ernment to evolve a creative 
solution to the insecurity in 
the State has gone unheed-
ed,” he stressed. 

He blamed the govern-

ment-owned Ebubeagu 
militia over the growing 
incidents of  killings, arson 
and kidnapping stating that 
candidates of  the PDP have 
been targets of  their threats 
and attacks by the gunmen.

“Our candidates for the 
elections, leaders and stake-
holders of  our party are be-
ing warned and threatened 
by unidentified persons to 
stop all forms of  political 
activities or face unpleasant 
consequences. 

“This is a consequence of  
the Governor’s continued to 
worry about why members 
of  the opposition are not 
being targeted by unknown 
gunmen. In furtherance of  
these threats, our campaign 
Rally in Ahiazu Mbaise on 
14th January, 2023 was be-
latedly visited by gunmen, 
and would have ended in 
horrific tragedy, but for 

Nwifuru with his wife addressing party supporters during the flag off campaign
rally in Abakaliki.

providential intervention.
“While still in shock over 

the missed attack, news of  
the brutal and fatal attack 
on the country home of  
our House of  Representa-
tives Candidate for Ideato 
South/Ideato North Feder-
al Constituency in Akokwa 
on 14th January 2023 by 
over 50 gunmen hit the air-
waves,” Ugwu said.

Expressing concern that 
the combined effect of  all of  
the threats and attacks, may 
stall open campaign ral-
lies by political parties, the 
PDP alleged that the State 
Government under Senator 
Hope Uzodimma, “is not 
only incapable of  securing 
the State, but also appears 
complicit in the escalation 
of  insecurity.” 

The party among other 
things called on the Na-
tional Security Adviser, the 

Inspector General of  Police 
and the Director-General 
of  the Department of  State 
Security to review the entire 
security architecture and 
redeploy security personnel 
Imo State with a view to 
tackling the festering inse-
curity.

The chairman further re-
quested the governor to re-
lease the agreement which 
he alleged Ikenga Imo 
signed with unknown gun-
men since he claimed to 
have it.

He also called for the im-
mediate arrest and quizzing 
of  one Mr. Chinasa Nwan-
eri, the Special Adviser to 
the governor on special du-
ties, in view of  the evidence 
of  his threats to Ikenga 
Ugochinyere before the at-
tack as well as withdrawal 
of  Nwaneri’s security de-
tails.

Ohafia indigenes beg Ikpeazu to complete power project
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

I
ndigenes and business op-
erators in Ohafia, Ohafia 
LGA of  Abia State  have 

been assured that electricity 
would be restored in their ar-
eas soon.

The assurance came from 
Government Okezie Ikpeazu 
when he received representa-
tives of  the Ohafia communi-
ty who paid him a courtesy 
visit.

Ikpeazu, who described 
Ohafia nation as a key town 
to his government, also de-
scribed the people as key al-
lies to his adminstration even 
as he urged them to maintain 
their support for his govern-

ment and the PDP.
He Informed his visitors 

that a large sum of  money 
was previously released by 
his government for building 
of  power project in Ohafia 
which he said, would boost 
the social  economic fortunes 
of  the people.

Ikpeazu however noted 
that reports at his disposal in-
dicated that the money initial-
ly released, was not enough 
for the completion of  the 
power project, assuring that 
more funds would be made 
available by his government 
to achieve the electrification 
project.

He further vowed that his 
adminstration would never 
abandon Ohafia people as ac-

cording to him, many of  his 
friends hail from the place.

Earlier in their message, 
the leaders of  the delega-
tion including the Deputy 
Speaker of  Abia State House 
of  Assembly, Hon Ifeanyi 
Uchendu, Kingsley Imaga, 
Kalu Ugba  and represent -
ative of  Udumeze Ohafia, 
HRM  Emmanuel  U. L Ima-
ga said the were in Abia Gov-
ernment House to present 
their electricity challenges to 
the governor.

They  praised the Governor 
for his concerns but appealed 
to him to  expedite actions on 
the power project as lives and 
economic growth had been 
negatively affected by issues 
of  by issues of  blackout.

Ikpeazu donates shuttle bus to Abia State College 
of Health, Aba

G
overnor Okezie 
Ikpeazu today pre-
sented a big shut-

tle bus to the students of  
the Abia State College of  
Health Sciences and Man-
agement Technology Aba.
   Making the presentation 
today, Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu said that the vehi-

cle became very necessary 
owing to the impending re-
location of  the College to 
her permanent site at Umu-
obiakwa, Obingwa LGA. 
According to the Governor, 
there is need for some aca-
demic and administrative 
work to commence at the 
new site making the bus 

We did not disconnect 
Orji Kalu’s community - EEDC
Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

E
nugu Electricity Dis-
tribution Company 
(EEDC) has denied 

the accusation from many 
members of  Igbere commu-
nity that it deliberately threw 
their community into dark-
ness during the Christmas 
and New year.
   Natives of  Igbere in Bende 
LGA, which is the home-
town of  Senate Chief  Whip, 
Senator Orji Uzor Kalu had 
last week, accused the power 

distributors of  making their 
Yuletide and new year dark 
by  disconnecting them from 
power grid.
 They further slammed 
EEDC for allegedly regular-
ly keeping them in darkness 
every December and January, 
thereby disrupting all  busi -
ness activities in their town.
   But reacting to the accusa-
tions, the EEDC in a state-
ment by Umuahia Station 
Business  Manager, Onyebu-
chi Ozoeze said no deliberate 
or mass disconnection was 
carried out in Igbere.

  He rather explained that 
only a few households and 
businesses whose debt were 
very high, were disconnected.
   The EEDC Business Man-
ager wondered how Igbere 
indigenes would claim that 
there was no light in their 
area even when neighboring 
Item and Alayi communi-
ties enjoyed light throughout 
the same period in question, 
pointing out that the the same 
line supply the areas.
 The Manager however ex-
plained that a swarm of  
bees occupied a particular 
section of  the cable line but 
confirmed that through the 
support of  some notable indi-
genes of  Igbere, the bees were 
evacuated from the cable line.

very imperative.
   The Governor reiterat -
ed his commitment to the 
growth of  the College also 
announced that the sum of  
100 Million Naira had just 
been released to the contrac-
tor handling the Permanent 
Site project to accelerate 
work at the site.

... Uzodimma donates security vehicles to Joint 
Security agencies

T
he Imo State Gover-
nor, Hope Uzodinma 
has yet again donated 

more security vehicles to the 
Joint Security agencies to 
further support the security 
program.
  This is in a bid to fully en-
sure security and peace for 
Ndimo, especially to exer-

cise their franchise in the 
State without fear of  moles-
tation or intimidation in the 
forth coming election. 
  In his address, Governor 
Hope Uzodinma commend-
ed the joint security agencies 
for their determination and 
resilience in enforcing secu-
rity and peace in the State. 

The Governor also charged 
them to continue in their 
patriotism towards a peace-
ful Imo State even as we 
prepare for the general elec-
tions.
   “I will continue to collab-
orate with the security agen-
cies for Ndi Imo to freely 
exercise their voting rights.”



Drug trafficking charge: NDLEA can’t
try me, Abba Kyari tells court

News

Collect redesigned notes or face 
sanction,CBN urges banks
T

he Central Bank Gov-
ernor, Mr Godwin 
Emefiele, has called 

on commercial banks to ap-
proach the apex bank branch-
es across the country to pick 
up the new naira notes.

Emefiele made the call 
when the apex bank took its 
sensitisation tour on the adop-
tion of  the newly redesigned 
naira notes to Computer Vil-
lage, Ikeja, on Wednesday in 
Lagos.

He said that the new naira 
notes were in the apex bank’s 
vaults awaiting pick up by the 
commercial banks.

“We have been calling 

upon the banks to approach 
the Central Bank of  Nigeria 
across the country to come 
and pick up the new notes; we 
have even waived some of  the 
conditionality for accessing 
currency notes in order to ac-
commodate the banks.

 “The banks were being giv-
en slots before, but now the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria is 
bending over backward to ac-
commodate the demands of  
the banks in order to service 
them, so that they can service 
you and so that everybody 
will have access to the new na-
ira notes,’’ Emefiele said.

Emefiele who was rep-

resented by Mr Kofo 
Salam-Alada, Director, Legal 
Services Department, CBN, 
said that the apex bank was 
seriously working to ensure 
that the new notes permeated 
everywhere.

He said that the apex bank 
was currently going round 
commercial banks to monitor 
banks and their Automated 
Teller Machines (ATMs) to 
ensure that they stopped pay-
ing customers the new naira 
notes over the counter but via 
the ATMs.

Emefiele said: “part of  
what we are doing is that we 
have monitors going around 

the banks now, I have been to 
some ATMs this morning and 
I’ve lodged a report and I’ve 
spoken to the management of  
the various banks.”

He also said that penalties 
await any bank which failed 
to come and pick up the new 
notes and failure to lodge 
money into their ATM ma-
chines.

He assured the marketers 
that the experiences they were 
having would soon be sorted 
out.

Emefiele reiterated that 

the Jan. 31 deadline for the 
submission of  the old naira 
notes was sacrosanct, urging 
people to go and deposit their 
old notes and not to be caught 
unawares.

He urged people to also 
make use of  the enaira and 
other electronic channels to 
transact their banking busi-
ness, adding that the apex 
bank was already taking steps 
to increase the number of  
merchants to good position 
where enaira would become 
acceptable.

The President of  the Coali-
tion of  Associations in Com-
puter Village, Mr Timmy Da-
vid, urged the CBN to enforce 
their mandate by ensuring that 
the new notes were accessible 
before the deadline.

 “There should be no banks 
that should not be given the 
new naira notes from the 

ATMs, all ATMs should load 
the new naira notes.

“As we are giving the old 
notes, we should be able to 
take back the new notes; this 
will enable people to transact 
their day to day business. If  
the machines are not dispens-
ing the new notes, then it will 
not circulate,’’ he said.

The News Agency of  Ni-
geria (NAN) also reports that 
Emefiele and his team visited 
the Palace of  the Olu of  Ikeja 
Land, and was received by the 
Olukosi of  Ikeja Land, Chief  
Lateef  Oluseyi.

Emefiele briefed him on the 
apex bank’s new policies and 
its decision to change the old 
1,000, 500 and 200 denomi-
nations. He also washed the 
new N1000 note with water 
to clear the doubts of  some 
sections of  society about au-
thenticity of  the new notes.
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2023: Elect me to get contracts, appointments,
Atiku Abubakar tells PDP supporters

F
ormer Vice President 
and People’s Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP) 

presidential candidate, Atiku 
Abubakar, has promised to 
give contracts and appoint-
ments to PDP members if  he 
is elected as the next Presi-
dent of  Nigeria.

Atiku made this promise 
at a rally in Lagos, where 
he addressed a large crowd 
of  PDP supporters. He said 
that if  elected, he will ensure 
that PDP members are given 
priority in the award of  con-
tracts and appointments in 
the Federal Government.

“I want to assure all PDP 
members that if  I am elect-
ed as the next President, 
you will not be left behind. 
You will get contracts and 
appointments in the Federal 
Government,” H.E Atiku 
Abubakar said.

He also promised to create 
more jobs for the youth and 
provide them with training 
and education to help them 
acquire the skills needed to 
succeed in the 21st century 
economy.

Abubakar also promised 
to revive the economy and 
create an environment that 
is conducive for businesses to 
thrive, which will lead to the 

creation of  more jobs.
He said that he will work 

to improve the infrastructure 
in the country, including the 
power supply and transporta-
tion, which will attract inves-
tors and create more jobs.

Atiku Abubakar also 
promised to tackle the issue 
of  insecurity, which he said is 
one of  the biggest challenges 
facing the country. He said 
that he will work to strength-

en the security forces and im-
prove their equipment so that 
they can effectively tackle the 
problem of  insecurity.

His promises were well re-
ceived by the PDP support-
ers who attended the rally, 
and many of  them expressed 
their support for him as the 
next President of  Nigeria.

Abubakar’s promise to give 
contracts and appointments 
to PDP members if  he is 

elected as the next President 
of  Nigeria is a significant one, 
and it shows that he is com-
mitted to ensuring that PDP 
members are not left behind.

His promises to create 
more jobs, revive the econo-
my, improve infrastructure, 
and tackle the issue of  insecu-
rity, are all important issues 
that need to be addressed in 
order to move the country 
forward.

Transport operators at the Dora Akunyili Centre in Awka during the meeting with 
Governor Soludo.

Replace Obi, Umeh’s billboards
now, Youth Coalition tells Soludo 

A 
youth coalition, 
Coalition of  South 
East Youth Leaders 

(COSEYL) has asked the 
Governor of  Anambra State, 
Chukwuma Charles Soludo 
to immediately replace the 
billboards of  Mr Peter Obi, 
presidential candidate of  La-
bour Party, and Senator Vic-
tor Umeh which he removed.

The group asked Governor 
Soludo to as a matter of  ur-
gency replace the billboards 
within 48 hours.

The youth leaders in a 
statement on Thursday con-
demned in strongest terms the 
billboards which it said had 
been fully paid for by them. 

Hon. Goodluck Ibem, 
President-General and Com-
rade Okey Nwaoru, Publicity 
Secretary of  the group who 
said it is already getting late 
to replace the billboards add-
ed “We have waited for some 
days hoping that Governor 
Soludo will come back to his 
senses and correct himself  of  
such great dishonour against 
Ndigbo but he has not cor-
rected himself. 

“The illegal action by Gov-
ernor Charles Soludo to re-
move campaign billboards 
of  these noble candidates be-
cause they are not in his polit-
ical party is unconstitutional 
and undemocratic, to say the 
least. 

“We are aware that why 
Governor Soludo is after Mr 
Peter Obi and Senator Victor 
Umeh is because these two 
personalities represent integ-
rity, sincerity and transparen-
cy which is in variant to what 
Soludo believes in. 

“The actions of  Governor 
Soludo clearly show that he 
ventured into politics because 
of  his selfish desire to corrupt-
ly enrich himself  from tax-
es paid by Anambra people 
which is why he is disturbed 
anytime he sees the billboards 
of  these men of  integrity and 
transparency. 

“We give Governor Soludo 
48 hours to replace those bill-
boards of  Mr Peter Obi and 
Senator Victor Umeh which 
he illegally removed or face 
the wrath of  the youths”.

Suppression rate hit 98% as Caritas, Abia Govt sustain 
partnership against HIV
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State govern-
ment has extolled 
the thriving partner-

ship between it and Caritas  
Nigeria which has boosted 
the war against HIV/AIDS.

This is even as Carita s 
Nigeria has launched AC-
CESS project in Abia State 
to accelerate the war against 
HIV/AIDS  for the next 5 
years .

The Commissioner for 
health, Dr Joe Osuji gave the 
commendation in Umuahia 
during a meeting of  stake-

holders in healthcare indus-
try Abia State, which was or-
ganised by Caritas Nigeria.

The  health Commission-
er, who identified Caritas 
as a key partner with the 
Okezie Ikpeazu govern-
ment, pointed  out that  the 
entrance of  Caritas into the 
State HIV/AIDS program 
47 weeks ago, has brought 
tremendous improvement in 
results targets.

Dr Osuji explained that 
several program implemen-
tation units have been creat-
ed by his ministry while 180 
medical officials have been 
trained to sustain the war 

against HIV/AIDS.
He added that functional 

medical facilities have been 
put in place by the ministry 
of  health in various commu-
nities, especially the hinter-
lands  of  the 17 LGAs of  the 
State.

According to Dr Osuji, 
“ I am pleased to say that 
Catholic Caritas Founda-
tion of  Nigeria has done 
excellently well within 14 
months in the State. They 
have achieved treatment 
current of  48,0 288 (82.8% 
treatment saturation with 
71% viral load coverage and 
98% suppression rate.”

T
he detained Depu-
ty Commissioner of  
Police, DCP, Abba 

Kyari, who is facing a drug 
trafficking charge, has chal-
lenged the powers of  the 
National Drug Law Enforce-
ment Agency, NDLEA, to 
prosecute him.
Kyari, who hitherto headed 
the Police Intelligence Re-
sponse Team, IRT, is on trial 
for allegedly tampering with 
cocaine that was seized from 
two convicted drug peddlers- 
Chibunna Patrick Umei-
be and Emeka Alphonsus 
Ezenwanne.
     He is answering to an eight-
count charge the NDLEA 
preferred on him and four 
members of  his team; ACP 
Sunday J. Ubia, ASP Bawa 

James, Insp. Simon Agirigba 
and Insp. John Nuhu.
    At the resumed pro -
ceedings in the matter on 
Wednesday, Kyari, through 
his lawyer, Mr Nureni Ji-
moh, SAN, maintained that 
the charge against him was 
legally defective.
   He told the court that the 
charge was premature, insist-
ing that the NDLEA ought 
to have allowed police to ex-
haust its internal machinery 
before it instituted the action.
He told the court that the Po-
lice had already commenced 
an investigation into allega-
tions against him and issued 
an interim report.
   Kyari, maintained that he 
could only be charged to 
court upon conclusion of  the 

internal investigation by the 
police.
   He argued that the Police 
Service Commission, PSC, 
has similar powers to inves-
tigate and discipline erring 
police officers in line with the 
Police Act & Regulations, 
the same way the National 
Judicial Council, NJC, disci-
pline judicial officers.
   Consequently, Kyari, urged 
the court to quash the charge 
and discharge him.
  His application was also 
adopted by the other Defend-
ants who prayed the court to 
terminate further proceed-
ings in the charge against 
them.
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SPORTS
a r c e l o n a  h a v e Bincluded an option to 

s i g n  Y a n n i c k 
Carrasco in the summer for a 
fee in the region of  €15-20 
million in the deal which will 
see Memphis Depay move to 
Atletico Madrid, sources 
have told ESPN.

E S P N  r e v e a l e d  o n 
Wednesday that Barca and 
Atletico had reached an 
agreement for Depay, 28, to 

av i d  M o y e s  i s Dreportedly facing 
the sack if  his West 

Ham United side lose at 
home against Everton in the 
Premier League on Saturday.

The 59-year-old arrived 
at the London Stadium for 
his second spell in charge in 
December 2019, replacing 

r s e n a l  a n d 

ANewcastle United 
have re-af f i rmed 

t h e i r  p l a n s  t o  s i g n 
Manchester United target 
V i c t o r  O s i m h e n  f r o m 
Napoli.

T h e  N i g e r i a 
international is currently the 
top scorer in Serie A after 
racking up 12 goals in 14 
league appearances this 
season, including a brace in 
Friday's memorable 5-1 
victory over Juventus.

O s i m h e n ' s 
performances have helped 
Luciano Spalletti 's  side 
establish a nine-point lead at 
the top of  the Serie A table.

A  r e c e n t  r e p o r t 
indicated that his impressive 
displays have attracted the 
attention of  United, who 
have included Osimhen on a 
three-man striker shortlist.

A l t h o u g h  t h e  R e d 
Devils have recently signed 
Wout Weghorst on loan from 
Burnley until the end of  the 
season, the Dutchman is 
believed to be viewed as a 
short-term solution, with 

United looking to strengthen 
fu r the r  in  the  summer 
transfer window.

However, Erik ten Hag's 
side could face competition 
should they decide to move 
for Osimhen at the end of  the 
current campaign.

According to Il Mattino, 
Arsenal and Newcastle are 
both set to rival United for the 
24-year-old's signature.

D e s p i t e  s i g n i n g 
Alexander Isak from Real 
Sociedad last summer, the 
Magpies appear to be keen to 
strengthen their forward line 

in the summer.
With at  least  three 

P r e m i e r  L e a g u e  c l u b s 
interes ted in  acquir ing 
Osimhen's services, the 
re por t  c la ims  that  any 
potential buyer will have to 
make a significant bid.

The Italian club have 
supposedly set an asking 
pr ice  at  around €150m 
(£132m) for their star striker, 
who is under contract until 
June 2025.

ottenham Hotspur Thave seen their bid for 
Nicolo Zaniolo turned 

down by Roma.
The 23-year-old has been 

a regular for his Italian club 
during the 2022-23 campaign, 
making 17 appearances in all 
competitions, contributing 
two goals and three assists in 
the process.

Zaniolo has entered the 
final 18 months of  his contract 
in Rome, though, and there is 
currently a host of  speculation 
surrounding his future.

Tottenham are said to be 
long-term admirers of  the 
I ta ly  inter nat ional ,  and 
according to Sky Italia, the 
Premier League club placed 
an offer on the table for the 
attacker.

The  r e por t ,  though , 
claims that Roma rejected the 
'unsatisfactory' bid, with the 
Serie A giants valuing Zaniolo 
in the region of  £35m.

Jose Mourinho's side are 
said to be willing to sell the 
attacker this month providing 
that their asking price is met, 

while a loan deal with an 
obligation to buy is also an 
option.

Zaniolo arrived at Roma 
from Inter Milan in 2018, and 
he has represented the Yellow 
and Reds on 128 occasions in 
all competitions, contributing 
24 goals and 18 assists in the 
process.

Tottenham have also been 
linked with Leandro Trossard, 
but the Belgium international 
is now seemingly on the verge 
of  joining Arsenal from 
Brighton & Hove Albion.

move to the Madrid club this 
month in a deal worth up to 
€4m including potential add-
ons.

S o u r c e s  h ave  s i n c e 
confirmed that Barca also 
managed to insert a purchase 
option as part of  the transfer 
to allow Carrasco to move to 
the club on a permanent basis.

Carrasco's agent Pini 
Zahavi confirmed the clubs 
were in talks over a possible 

Manuel Pellegrini,  and 
successfully steered the 
Hammers away from the 
relegation zone.

Moyes then enjoyed a 
hugely successful campaign 
the following season, with 
West Ham finishing in sixth 
place – above London rivals 
Tottenham Hotspur and 
Arsenal – and qualifying for 
the Europa League.

West Ham continued to 
transform under the tutelage 
of  Moyes and progressed all 
the way to the Europa 
League semi-finals last 
season as well as finished the 
Premier League campaign in 
a respectable seventh place.

Moyes was then backed 
in the transfer market last 
summer, spending in excess 
of  £150m on eight new 
players including the club-
record signing of  Lucas 
Paqueta, with West Ham 
b i d d i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h 
t h e m s e l v e s  a s  a  c l u b 

swap deal for the two players 
earlier this week.

However, with Depay's 
Barca contract due to expire 
i n  J u n e,  A t l e t i c o  f e l t 
Carrasco's value was higher, 
killing the chances of  a 
straight exchange this month.

Carrasco, 29, is in his 
second spell at Atletico 
following a period in China 
with Dalian Professional. 
The Belgium international 

regularly competing for the 
European places.

However, the Hammers 
h a v e  e n d u r e d  a 
d i sappo in t ing  2022 -23 
campaign in the Premier 
League,  winning  four, 
drawing three and losing 12 
of  their 19 matches and have 
been  dragged  in to  the 
relegation zone, sitting just 
above the foot of  the table 
only by goal difference.

Moyes is now under 
immense pressure to turn 
West Ham's fortunes around 
and there is a growing feeling 
from the supporters that the 
time has come for a change 
in the dugout.

West Ham have picked 
up just one point from their 
last seven Premier League 
games and they are now 
preparing for an important 
f i x t u r e  a g a i n s t  f e l l ow 
strugglers Everton, with 
Toffees boss Frank Lampard 
a l s o  u n d e r  i n c r e a s e d 

plays on the left wing or at 
wing-back, while Depay can 
play across the front line.

It's the latest in a string of  
transfers between Barca and 
Atletico. Antoine Griezmann 
returned to Atletico on a 
permanent basis earlier this 
s e a s o n  h av i n g  l e f t  t h e 
Rojiblancos for Barca in 
2019.

pressure ahead of  Saturday's 
c l a s h  a t  t h e  L o n d o n 
Stadium.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  T h e 
Telegraph, West Ham are 
likely to relieve Moyes of  his 
duties if  they suffer defeat on 
home soil against Everton.

The report adds that 
West Ham's hierarchy would 
ideally like to see Moyes turn 
the club's form around, but 
another loss this weekend 
could be the final nail in the 
Scotsman's coffin.

Barca agree to sign Yannick Carrasco for €20m

Moyes risks sack ahead Everton clash 

Arsenal, Newcastle United to rival
Manchester United for Osimhen

Roma rejects Tottenham bid for Nicolo Zaniolo

Kim K buys a cross pendant worn
by Princess Diana 

BBNaija's Ka3na threatens to
expose married men in her DM
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