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Only when Igbos vote for 
me will they eat national 
cake  - Tinubu

“
It is only when you invest 
that you can harvest. It is 
only when you vote for 

me that you will share from 
the national cake,” Mr Tinu-
bu declared.
A composite of  Bola Tinubu 
and Governors Hope Uzo-
dimma used to illustrate the 
story.
Bola Tinubu, the APC can-
didate in the February 25 
presidential election, has told 
Igbos in Enugu that when 
they vote for him, he will al-
low them to have a share in 
the “national cake,” a euphe-
mism for the national coffer.
Mr Tinubu urged Enugu res-

idents and Igbos, in general, 
to vote for him so that they 
would partake in sharing the 
national cake. 
“It is only when you invest 
that you can harvest. It is 
only when you vote for me 
that you will share from the 
national cake,” the APC pres-
idential flag bearer declared.
Speaking particularly about 
Enugu, Mr Tinubu said he 
would make Enugu an in-
dustrial hub greater than it is 
today. 
He described his campaign 
organisation as a moving 
train prepared to win the elec-
tion, saying that any attempt 
to stand before the moving 
train would end in a fiasco.
“You cannot block the way 
of  success. It is only the ig-
norant that will stand in the 
way of  victory. We are not 
looking for 25 per cent votes. 
We are working assiduously 
until Bola Ahmed Tinubu be-
comes the president of  Nige-
ria,” he stressed.
Uche Nnaji, APC’s gover-
norship candidate in Enugu, 
Governors Hope Uzodimma 
and Governor Umahi also 
addressed the rally simultane-
ously.
They differed on the percent-
age of  votes that Mr Tinubu 
would poll in the South-East, 
however.
While Nnaji opted for 30 per 
cent of  the votes, Mr Uzo-
dimma said he expected a 
landslide, while Mr Umahi 
opted for 90 per cent of  votes 
from the geopolitical zone.
“We have to vote for APC so 
that we will not lose. We are 
not looking at 60 per cent or 
80 per cent, but 100 per cent 
of  the votes,” Mr Umahi said.

Gunmen attack LGA Secretariat 
in Anambra, four dead, one
beheaded

Over a million died in Biafran war for Nigeria to survive - Buhari

“
We thank God that 
Nigeria is still one. We 
should not forget that 

more than a million died for 
the nation to survive,” Mr 
Buhari said.

President Muhammadu 
Buhari on Wednesday re-
flected on the armed con-
flicts Nigeria had witnessed, 
including coups and coun-
ter-coups, saying more than 
one million people died 
in the Biafran war for the 
country to remain united.

The war was fought be-
tween the federal forces and 
the Igbo soldiers.

The president noted that 
he had been part of  Nigeria’s 
history since 1967, fighting 
in the civil war, serving as 
governor, minister, head of  
state, and chairman of  Pe-
troleum Trust Fund, con-
testing presidential elections 
in 2003, 2007 and 2011, be-
fore winning in 2015.

“We should thank God, 
and we should reflect on 
these things and thank God 
more,’’ Mr Buhari stated.

He said challenges faced 
in the past, including coups, 
counter-coups, and civil war, 
had prepared the nation for 

survival.
“We thank God that Ni-

geria is still one. We should 
not forget that more than a 
million died for the nation to 
survive,” Mr Buhari said.

Estimates of  mortality 
during the war range from 
500,000 to 3,000,000. An-
other estimate said there 
were about 100,000 overall 
military casualties, while be-
tween 500,000 and two mil-
lion Biafran civilians died of  
starvation.

Mr Buhari stated this 
when he received the Catho-
lic Bishops’ Conference of  

T
he Minister of  
Works and Housing, 
Babatunde Fasho-

la SAN, has ordered the 
closure of  the Second Ni-
ger Bridge and sections of  
other major roads earlier 
opened to ease traffic for 
the 2022 Christmas cele-
brations.

He gave the directive 
in Abuja, on Wednesday. 
This, he said is to enable 
contractors return to site to 
complete work on the vari-
ous projects.

This was contained in a 
statement signed by Engr. 
Folorunso Esan, on behalf  
of  the Permanent Secretary 
of  the Ministry.

The statement read in 
part, “Recall that barri-
cades were removed at all 
construction sites on De-
cember 15,2022 for ease of  
movement to reduce travel 
time during the yuletide 
season.

“Contractors are now set 
to resume work on major 
highways especially the 
Lagos-Ibadan Expressway( 
from OPIC to the old toll 
gate ) and the Abuja-Ka-
duna-Kano Expressway 
(around Kawo on the Ka-
duna-Zaria Section).

 “To this  end the Hon -
ourable Minister of  Works 
and Housing, Babatunde 
Raji Fashola, SAN has 

directed that construction 
barricades be returned at 
construction sites for safety 
purposes with effect from 
Tuesday, January 10,2023.

 “The Second Niger 
Bridge will, however, re-
main closed for public use 
with effect from Sunday, 
January 15,2023 for contin-
uation of  work on the com-
pletion of  the access roads 
to the bridge.

 “The Honourable Min-
ister seeks the patience and 
understanding of  motorists 
and members of  the pub-
lic on this action aimed at 
completing the on-going 
projects. “

I
n the early hours of  Jan-
uary 12, 2022, the no-
torious gunmen struck 

again at a community in 
Anambra State. This time 
they struck the secretariat 
of  the Ihiala Local Gov-
ernment Area [LGA]. The 
attackers first engaged the 
vigilante men who were 
securing the secretariat in a 
gun duel. it resulted in the 
death of  three [3] vigilante 
men and the death of  one 
the gunmen.

The surrounding neigh-
bours described the attack 
as “heavy”. One of  the 
community members stat-
ed, “The gun fire was non-
stop.”

Immediately following 
the gun fire, the gunmen 
proceeded to unleash may-
hem and display of  pure 
angst.

They began setting fire 
to many of  the buildings at 
the secretariat. According 
to an eyewitness account, 

the LGA administrative 
block was burnt, the Inde-
pendent National Electoral 
Commission [INEC] Of-
fice was burnt, the Health 
office building was burnt, 
the Youth Corpers [NYSC] 
Office was burnt, the Edu-
cation Office was complete-
ly burnt, and the National 
Civil Defense Office was 
also burnt. The gunmen es-
caped.

Some witnesses explained 
that the gunmen came from 
across the State – in Imo 
State near the border in 
Orlu. 

However it was gathered 
that shortly after the escape, 
the Nigerian security au-
thorities arrived. Ihiala en-
virons remain a hotbed for 
unknown gunmen.

The police report read 
thus: Following the Police/
Military operations ongo-
ing in ihaila and its neigh-
boring town, the Operatives 
responding to a distress call 

at about 2:55 am, today 
12/1/2023 of  an attack on 
Ihiala local government 
headquarters, neutralize 
one of  the attackers, recov-
ered *two locally made IED 
luncher, seven undenoted 
IED, forty pieces of  live car-
tridges, fifteen live 7.62MM 
Ak47 ammunition, knives, 
charms, and other danger-
ous weapons.

The attackers had already 
murdered, three vigilante 

operatives on duty, behead-
ed one and set five buildings 
ablaze with IED and petrol 
bombs. The joint force oper-
atives engaged the arsonist/
attackers, and obstructed 
them from causing further 
damages, while some es-
caped with bullet wounds.

The bodies of  the victims 
were recovered and joint 
operations are still ongoing. 
Further development shall 
be communicated, please.

There is need for Ndigbo to 
renew our hope - Uzodimma 

T
he Imo State Gover-
nor, Distinguished 
Senator Hope Uzod-

imma said that Ndigbo need 
to embrace the message of  
“Renewed Hope” especially 
concerning national politics, 
for our collective and nation-
al interest.

His Excellency stated this 
during the Presidential rally 
of  the All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) Presidential 
Candidate, Asiwaju Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu and his run-
ning mate, Senator Kashim 
Shetima at Michael Okpara 
Square, Enugu State. 

Governor Uzodimma 
who doubles as the APC 
Southeast Presidential Cam-
paign Coordinator further 
advised Ndigbo to embrace 
the politics of  inclusive-
ness at the National level as 
against the “isolation-kind” 
of  politics which has yielded 
no result. 

While drumming support 
for Asiwaju Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu, Governor Uzod-
imma reiterated that APC 
is the National Party to be 
associated with and Tinubu 
is the best and brightest from 
the South.

DSP Iheanetu emerges as 
Police Zonal headquarters 

“Zone 9” Umuahia spokes-
person

The Police Zonal Head-
quarters, Zone 9 Umuahia, 
has got a new Police Public 
Relations Officer.

He is Deputy Superinten-
dent of  Police, (DSP) Bruno 
Iheanetu.

A statement issued on 
Tuesday by Nwankwo 
Osogu disclosed that Iheane-
tu took over from Yisrael Ini-
Obong Jack-Rabin who has 
been transferred to the Abia 
State police command.

The statement reads: “the 
police zonal Headquarters 
,zone 9 Umuahia wishes 
to inform the general pub-
lic that a new Police Public 
Relations Officer(PPRO)has 
been posted to the zone 9 
Headquarters,Umuahia.

 “He is Deputy Superinten -
dent of  police(DSP)Iheane-
tu Bruno Chukwudera.He 
takes over from SP Yisrael 
Ini-Obong Jack-Rabin who 
has been deployed to Abia 
State Police Command for 
other police duties.

 “DSP Iheanetu Bruno 
Chukwudera enlisted into 
the Nigerian Police Force on 
31st December 2016 as a ca-
det Assistant Superintendent 
of  police(ASP).He trained at 

the Nobel Citadel of  Learn-
ing, Police staff  college Jos 
and holds Bachelor of  Arts 
Degree (BA Hons)In English 
and Literary Studies from the 
University of  Nigeria, Nsuk-
ka.

“He attended several cours -
es among which are Citizen-
ship and Leadership Training 
Sherehills, Jos,Community 
Policing training , Public 
Communication in crisis 
management course,Police 
mobile force Training IIa Or-
agun among others.

“He has served the Nige-
ria Police Force in Various 
Capacities notably, as deputy 
Police Public Relations Of-
ficer (2i/c PPRO) Imo state 
Police Command, Detective 
at State Criminal Investiga-
tion Department, Owerri 
Imo state police Command 
and until his appointment as 
the Police Public Relations 
Officer of  Zone 9,he was 
the deputy police Public Re-
lations Officer of  Zone 9,he 
was the deputy Police Public 
Relations Officer of  zone 9 
Headquarters umuahia.

 “Members of  the public 
are by this press release urged 
to extend all cooperation the 
new police Public Relations 
Officer(PPRO). Please.” Tinubu

Nigeria (CBCN) executive 
members at the State House, 
Abuja.

Mr Buhari noted that the 
security situation had im-
proved over the years, par-
ticularly in the North-East, 
where the focus had shifted 
to rebuilding infrastructure 
and re-orientation on edu-
cation.

“I just came back from 
Adamawa and Yobe states. 
During the visit to both 
states, I listened carefully to 
what the people and officials 
had to say,” said the presi-
dent. “And they all said the 

situation had improved since 
2015, especially in Borno.”

He added, “Boko Haram 
was just fraudulent and a 
plot to destroy Nigeria. You 
can’t say people should not 
learn; the people need to 
grow intellectually.”

Mr Buhari told the Catho-
lic bishops that the gov-
ernment would continue 
rebuilding infrastructure in 
parts of  the country affect-
ed by terrorist attacks while 
underscoring that terrorists 
have no control over any 
space in Nigeria.

“Some people have ac-
knowledged the difference,’’ 
he added.
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I have fulfilled my promise on 
Boko Haram - Buhari
T

he President Mu-
hammadu Buhari has 
said that “God has 

helped” his regime to “clear 
Boko Haram” in the North-
East.

The President noted that 
the threat of  terrorism was 
the most critical security 
challenge inherited by his 
regime but expressed de-
light that normalcy had re-
turned to affected states in 
the North-East.

Buhari, therefore, de-
clared that he had fulfilled 
the commitment he made 
to Nigerians in his May 29, 
2015 inaugural address to 
frontally and courageously 
tackle Boko Haram terror-
ists and stabilise the coun-
try.

This is as he said nobody 
could blackmail him on in-
explicable wealth and illicit 
enrichment while in office, 
stating that he did not have 
“one square-inch outside 
Nigeria.”

These are contained in a 
statement signed by the Spe-
cial Adviser to the President 
on Media and Publicity, 
Femi Adesina, on Tuesday.

The statement read, 
“President Muhammadu 
Buhari says nobody can 
blackmail him on inexplica-
ble wealth and illicit enrich-
ment while in office, saying 
‘’I do not have one square-
inch outside Nigeria.’

“Speaking at a State ban-
quet, Monday night, organ-
ised in his honour in Dama
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turu, the Yobe State capital, 
the President restated his 
vow to serve God and Nige-
ria until his last day in office 
and beyond.

He advised Nigerians to 
remain patriotic, saying ‘as 
I said more than 30 years 
ago, we have no other coun-
try than Nigeria, we must 
all stay here and salvage it 
together.’

“Noting that the most 
critical security challenge 
inherited by the administra-
tion nearly eight years ago 
was the potent and perva-
sive threat of  terrorism, the 
President expressed delight 
that normalcy has returned 
to affected States in North-
East Nigeria.

“He recounted that the 

threat was particularly per-
vasive across the North-East 
geopolitical zone with Yobe 
State as one of  the most hit 
by the terrorists.

“He, therefore, declared 
that he has fulfilled the com-
mitment made to Nigerians 
in his May 29, 2015 inaugu-
ral address to frontally and 
courageously tackle Boko 
Haram terrorists and stabi-
lize the country.

“‘In the North-East, God 
has helped us to clear Boko 
Haram, the economy has 
picked up and some peo-
ple are asking me about the 
achievements of  my prom-
ise to fight corruption.

“‘Well, under this system 
fighting corruption is not 
easy. When I was in the 

Presidential candidate of Labour Party, Mr. Peter Obi arriving Enugu State for campaign on Thursday.

military, as Head of  State, 
I locked up some people be-
cause the Constitution says 
you must declare your assets 
and people who couldn’t ex-
plain the differences in their 
assets, I locked them up.

“‘In the end, I was also 
locked up. So, if  you want to 
serve this country you must 
be prepared for the worst. 
But one thing that I am 
grateful to God for is that 
nobody can blackmail me. I 
do not have one-square inch 
outside Nigeria and I intend 
to stay in Nigeria when I re-
tire from public office.’

“Reflecting on his jour-
ney to the presidency and 
re-election, the President 
said:

“‘Between 2003 and 2019, 
I visited all the local govern-
ment areas in this country. 
In 2019 when I attempted 
a re-election, I visited every 
state and the number of  
people that came out to see 
who this Buhari is and was 
is more than what anybody 
can pay or force.

“‘So, I thank God that Ni-
gerians understood me and 
I made a promise that I will 
serve God and Nigerians.’

“President Buhari com-
mended Governor Mai 
Mala Buni of  Yobe State 
for taking advantage of  the 
return of  peace and security 
in the state to execute peo-
ple-oriented projects.

“Describing the governor 
as very competent and cou-
rageous, the President said 
he was lucky to have him 

in the saddle as the political 
leader in the state, support-
ing the federal efforts to dec-
imate Boko Haram terrorist 
group.

“The President also ac-
knowledged the cooperation 
of  Nigeria’s neighbours in 
the fight against insurgency, 
recalling that his first visit 
outside the country in 2015 
was to Niger and Chad, to 
garner support on tackling 
the misguided sect.

“President Buhari thanked 
the Governor and people of  
Yobe State, including Senate 
President Ahmed Lawan, 
for their warm reception 
during the State visit.

“In his remarks, Governor 
Buni expressed delight at 
the President’s inauguration 
of  landmark projects in the 
state, including the Yobe In-
ternational Cargo Airport, 
Damaturu ultra-modern 
market, Maternal and Child 
Health Complex at the Yobe 
State University Teaching 
Hospital, the 2,600 Housing 
Estate in Potiskum and the 
Damaturu Mega School at 
new Bra-Bra.

“He appealed to the Presi-
dent to approve the takeover 
of  the Yobe State Interna-
tional Cargo airport by the 
Federal Government and 
the refund of  N38 billion ex -
pended by the State govern-
ment on the project.

“Equally, he requested the 
takeover of  the State Uni-
versity Teaching Hospital, 
including the Maternity and 
Child Health Complex.”

Imo: Gunmen kill couple days
after traditional wedding

G
unmen have report-
edly killed a couple 
who were travelling 

home for their traditional 
wedding in Imo.

The couple, identified as 
Ezemezie Ifechukwu Mar-
tins and Mba Ifeoma Gloria, 
were said to have been killed 
on Tuesday night at Ndie-
jezie Izuogu in Ideato north 
LGA of  the state.

According to a source in 
the area, the couple was killed 
‘days before their wedding”.

The younger brother to the 
groom was also reportedly 
murdered during the attack.

The source who spoke with 
newsmen said attackers are 
notorious for snatching cars 
in the area, adding that ve-
hicle owners who refuse to 
surrender to them are killed 
in the process.

“We are no longer safe in 
Arondizogu. Students are 
afraid of  going to school. Our 
mothers are no longer going 
to the market for fear of  the 
unknown,” the source added.

“As we speak, there is 

mass exodus  people from 
Arondizogu this morning af-
ter the incident last night.

“I complained of  these 
reckless kidnappings and kill-
ings and burning of  vehicles 
in Arondizogu last year and 
the Imo state PPRO assured 
me that something was al-
ready done about it. But since 
then, the killing and kidnap-
ping have been everyday af-
fair.

“Our people living abroad 
did not come back for Christ-
mas and New Year celebra-
tion. The few that came back 
could not move around in 
their cars. It’s an unfortunate 
situation.

“We call on the govern-
ment of  Imo state to come to 
our rescue and send the mil-
itary to take over the area to 
forestall further killings.”

The younger brother to the 
groom was also reportedly 
murdered during the attack.

Efforts to reach Michael 
Abattam, police spokesper-
son in the state, on the inci-
dent were not successful.

2023: South East adopts Tinubu for President 
– Campaign Spokesman

T
he spokesman of  the 
Bola Tinubu Pres-
idential Campaign 

Council in the southeast, Dr. 
Josef  Onoh has reviewed the 
presidential campaign of  the 
candidate of  the All Progres-
sives Congress, APC, and 
concluded that the southeast 
zone has submitted to voting 
for the Tinubu Asiwaju pres-
idency.

He commended Gov-
ernors Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi, 
Hope Uzodinma, and Dave 
Umahi of  Enugu, Imo, and 
Ebonyi states, respective-
ly, for their reception of  the 
Tinubu Presidential Cam-
paign in Enugu state, on 
Wednesday.

Onoh said he was the 
highest beneficiary among 
Tinubu’s presidential cam-
paign team in the southeast 
through Tinubu’s campaign 
visit to an opposition Gover-
nor Ugwuanyi and appreci-
ated Ugwuanyi’s hospitality 

to the APC team.
He said that Tinubu’s cam-

paign date was the first time 
in the history of  Enugu state 
an opposition party was able 
to shut down the coal city, 
an indication of  how deep 
the Asiwaju Presidential 
campaign has penetrated the 
southeast.

“The people at Okpara 
square today are not social 
media warriors. I’m proud 
as the southeast spokesper-
son, to market a candidate 
who despite his level has so 
much respect, humility, and 
wisdom.

“Governor Ugwuanyi 
became the first opposition 
Governor that Asiwaju hon-
oured with a courtesy call 
and it showed the respect 
and love that Asiwaju has for 
Enugu. He has promised to 
continue the Eastern railway 
project, to continue the ex-
ploration of  the coal mines,” 
Onoh.

He gave appreciation to 
Governors Hope Uzodin-
ma and Dave Umahi for a 
demonstration of  courage to 
stand by the Asiwaju’s man-
date in the southeast.

At the courtesy call, Tinu-
bu said: “The name Enugu is 
synonymous with coal due to 
the existence of  large quanti-
ties of  coal that drove the en-
gine of  our nation’s economy 
before the discovery of  oil.

“Coal City for which Enu-
gu State is presently known 
reflects the abundance of  the 
mineral resources in Enu-
gu state. Experts have put 
Enugu’s coal at two billion 
metric tons, if  not more. My 
administration will work 
closely with investors to en-
sure Ogbete mine; Ribadu, 
Onyeama, and Okpara. Will 
become operational again.

“Don’t forget that Nkalagu 
Cement Company was fully 
operational and her services 
ran fully on coal; the rail-

ways were running on the 
locomotive, and Oji-River 
power stations were running 
on coal. So, all of  these estab-
lishments that were running 
on coal, my administration 
will ensure we bring back the 
pride of  Enugu state hence 
creating employment and 
abundant opportunities for 
this state, the southeast, and 
Nigerians.”

He also promised to link 
Enugu to Port Harcourt rail-
way and from Enugu to Onit-
sha, linking it to Benin and 
Lagos State.

“We will expand Akanu 
Ibiam and Sam Mbakwe 
International Airports with 
more routes, flights, and 
cargo; Enugu- Onitsha and 
Enugu Port Harcourt Ex-
pressway Road project won’t 
be abandoned; security and 
mobilization of  Youth Ener-
gy through jobs for National 
Development are also top in 
our priority,” Tinubu said.
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r e s i d e n t  M a j o r  G e n e r a l PMuhammadu Buhari (retd.), had 
recently claimed to that “God has 

helped” his regime to “clear Boko Haram” 
in the North-East.

Buhari further asserted that the threat of 
terrorism was the most critical security 
challenge inherited by his regime but 
conveyed delight that normalcy had 
returned to affected states in the North-
East.

He, therefore, declared that he had 
fulfilled the commitment he made to 
Nigerians in his May 29, 2015 inaugural 
address to frontally and courageously tackle 
Boko Haram terrorists and stabilise the 
country.

This is as he said nobody could blackmail 
him on inexplicable wealth and illicit 
enrichment while in office, stating that he 
did not have “one square-inch outside 
Nigeria.”

These claims were contained in a 
statement signed by the Special Adviser to 
the President on Media and Publicity, Femi 
Adesina, on Tuesday.

The statement  read,  “President 
Muhammadu Buhari says nobody can 
blackmail him on inexplicable wealth and 
illicit enrichment while in office, saying ''I 
do not have one square-inch outside 
Nigeria.'

“Speaking at a State banquet, Monday 
night,  organised in  his  honour  in 
Damaturu, the Yobe State capital, the 
President restated his vow to serve God and 
Nigeria until his last day in office and 
beyond.

“He advised Nigerians to remain 
patriotic, saying 'as I said more than 30 
years ago, we have no other country than 
Nigeria, we must all stay here and salvage it 
together.'

“Noting that the most critical security 
challenge inherited by the administration 
nearly eight years ago was the potent and 
pervasive threat of terrorism, the President 
expressed delight that normalcy has 
returned to affected States in North-East 
Nigeria.

“He recounted that the threat was 
particularly pervasive across the North-
East geopolitical zone with Yobe State as 
one of the most hit by the terrorists.

“He, therefore, declared that he has 
fulfilled the commitment made to Nigerians 
in his May 29, 2015 inaugural address to 
frontally and courageously tackle Boko 
Haram terrorists and stabilize the country.

“'In the North-East, God has helped us 
to clear Boko Haram, the economy has 
picked up and some people are asking me 
about the achievements of my promise to 
fight corruption.

“'Well, under this system fighting 
corruption is not easy. When I was in the 
military, as Head of State, I locked up some 
people because the Constitution says you 
must declare your assets and people who 
couldn't explain the differences in their 
assets, I locked them up.

“'In the end, I was also locked up. So, if 
you want to serve this country you must be 
prepared for the worst. But one thing that I 
am grateful to God for is that nobody can 
blackmail me. I do not have one-square inch 
outside Nigeria and I intend to stay in 
Nigeria when I retire from public office.'

“Reflecting on his journey to the 
presidency and re-election, the President 
said:

“'Between 2003 and 2019, I visited all 
the local government areas in this country. 
In 2019 when I attempted a re-election, I 
visited every state and the number of people 
that came out to see who this Buhari is and 
was is more than what anybody can pay or 
force.

“'So, I thank God that Nigerians 
understood me and I made a promise that I 
will serve God and Nigerians.'

 “The President also acknowledged the 
cooperation of Nigeria's neighbours in the 
fight against insurgency, recalling that his 
first visit outside the country in 2015 was to 
Niger and Chad, to garner support on 
tackling the misguided sect.

However, it could be recalled that 
President Muhammadu Buhari, in his 2021, 
address marking Democracy Day admitted 
that he has failed to end insecurity in the 
country, a promise he made when he was 
elected in 2015. He said the fight against 
Islamist militants in the north had had the 
unintended consequence of  spreading 
violence to other areas. Buhari extended his 
"heartfelt condolences" to families of 
victims.

The Boko Haram Islamist group, which 
began its insurgency in 2009, stepped up 
attacks before Buhari's emergency as the 
country's president in 2015. Shortly after, 
President Buhari told Nigerians the group 
had been "technically defeated" by an army 
offensive.

Yet, there have been dozens of attacks in 
the North-East since after the unfounded 
assertion, as a number of military bases as 
well as towns have been overrun by the 
militants. Weapons, food and medicines 
have also been looted.

It there advised the administration of 
President Buhari rethinks and possible 
consider withdrawing its latest acclamation 
of fulfilling his promise on defeating Boko 
Haram.
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Buhari's claim of
fulfiling his promise
on Boko Haram
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Politics

e're in the second 

Wweek of  2023 
a n d  i t  i s 

important to track some of  
the issues that will make or 
mar Nigeria this year. Many 
a r e  q u i c k  t o  j u m p  t o 
c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e 
forthcoming seventh general 
elections in this Fourth 
Republic are perhaps the 
major issue that will define 
the country this year. That is 
partially true. However, 
others that are not being 
reckoned with right now 
i n c l u d e  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Population and Housing 
Census scheduled for April, 
the ongoing constitutional 
amendment, the economy, 
and indeed the lingering 
insecurity. 

Yes, the preparations for 
the 2023 general elections 
have reached a fever pitch 
with 44 days to the polls. 
Like I said in this column 
last week, power will change 
hands in approximately 
1,491 federal and state 
c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  w h e r e 
elections will hold. Save for 
those who may be lucky to 
retain their positions after 
their successful re-election 
bid, others will have to give 
way  to  new ' she r i f f s . ' 
P r e s i d e n t i a l  a n d 
governorship seats where 
their present occupiers are 
serving out their second and 
final term will definitely 
receive new occupants on 
May 29. Lawmakers who 
are successful with their re-
election alongside their new 
c o u n t e r p a r t s  w i l l  b e 
inaugurated in June across 
the federation. However, as 
the saying goes, “Between 
t h e  p r o m i s e  a n d  t h e 
promised land, there's a 
wilderness.” 

T h e  I n d e p e n d e n t 
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t o r a l 
Commission has said the 
wo r s e n i n g  i n s e c u r i t y, 
especially attacks on its 
facilities, constitutes a clear 
and present danger to the 
successful conduct of  the 
pol l s.   Arsonis ts  have 
torched no fewer than 52 
INEC offices in the last three 
years. To what end is this 
being done? It is perhaps to 
p r e v e n t  o r  d e r a i l 
electioneering. It will seem 
l ike  some undes i rab le 

e lements  want  a  force 
majure that will lead to a 
state of  emergency and 
prevent a peaceful transition 
of  power on May 29. This 
should not be allowed to 
happen although recent 
political developments in 
the United States after the 
2020 presidential election 
and Brazil after the October 
2022 presidential poll give 
c a u s e  f o r  c o n c e r n  a s 
supporters of  incumbents 
that were defeated in both 
countries decided to attack 
democratic institutions. 
W h i l e  t h e  u n p l e a s a n t 
political developments in 
Brazil and US were largely 
post  e lect ions,  that  of  
Nigeria is pre-election. 

Imagine that  a  few 
weeks to the polls someone 
decided to drag the INEC 
Chairman, Prof  Mahmood 
Ya k u b u ,  t o  t h e  c o u r t 
c l a i m i n g  f a l s e  a s s e t 
declaration and asking him 
to resign. Thankfully, last 
Wednesday, January 4, 
2023, Justice M. A. Hassan 
of  the Federal  Capital 
Territory High Court in his 
judgment dismissed the suit 
f i l e d  b y  S o m a d i n a 
Uzoabaka challenging the 
legitimacy of  the assets 
declared by Yakubu for 
being incompetent and 
lacking in merit. For those 
who do not  know, the 
former Chief  Justice of  
Nigeria, Walter Onnoghen, 
was removed from office in 
2019 few weeks to the 
elections over similar asset 
declaration issues. The 
questions on the lips of  
many people are, how did 
Somadina gain access to 
M a h m o o d ' s  a s s e t 
declaration form which is 
confidential? Is this fellow 
being used by some vested 
politically exposed persons 
or groups to derail the 2023 
elections?

It will be recalled that 
aside from the attempt to 
remove the INEC chairman, 
t h e r e  h ave  a l s o  b e e n 
attempts, both in and out of  
court, to prevent INEC from 
using the Bi-modal Voter 
Accreditation System which 
is the much touted game 
c h a n g e r  f o r  t h e  2 0 2 3 
elections.  This is despite the 
legal backing for the use of  
the device by Section 47(2) 

of  the Electoral Act, 2022.
Apart from midwifing a 

peaceful and credible 2023 
General  Elections,  the 
M a j o r  G e n e r a l 
Muhammadu Buhari (retd.) 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a l s o 
promised to deliver an 
a c c e p t a b l e  N a t i o n a l 
Population and Housing 
Census initially slated for 
2 0 2 2  b u t  h a s  t o  b e 
postponed to April 2023. 
Not many Nigerians know 
that the country has over a 
century of  experience in 
conducting census. The first 
census took place in 1866 
and has been taking place at 
irregular intervals since 
then. According to United 
Nations recommendations, 
National Population and 
Housing Census is supposed 
to be held every 10 years, but 
funding challenge and the 
lack of  political will have 
made the country's political 
leadership not to obey this 
recommendation. The last 
census held in Nigeria was 
in 2006, and another one fell 
due in 2016 but is now 
scheduled for April 2023. 
The National Population 
Commission has promised 
the very first digital census 
in 2023, and Nigerians need 
to give the commission the 
benefit of  the doubt that 
d e s p i t e  p a s t  c e n s u s 
controversies, the one being 
planned for this year will 
deliver a credible outcome 
and be acceptable to all. It is 
good that it is scheduled for 
af ter  the 2023 general 
elections.

If  the NPC is able to 
conduct a credible census, it 
will assist the incoming 
government in national 
planning. Hitherto, we rely 
on estimates of  foreign 
organ iza t ions  such  as 
UNICEF, the World Bank, 
and UNDP for sectoral 
p l a n n i n g .  N o t  m a n y 
Nigerians know that the 
NPC is also responsible for 
the registration of  births and 
deaths. This is because of  
the lack of  sufficient public 
enlightenment. It is advised 
that given the enormous 
resources being deployed 
into the conduct of  the 2023 
NPHC, the commission will 
do a better job than achieved 
in previous exercises which 
w e r e  e n m e s h e d  i n 

controversies of  inaccuracy 
o f  p u b l i s h e d  f i g u r e s . 
Hopefully, the digitisation 
of  the planned exercise will 
boost its credibility.

T h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
alteration exercise has been 
on since 2019 or thereabout 
and the National Assembly 
in March 2022 sent 44 of  the 
passed bills to the State 
houses of  assembly for 
concurrence. Billions of  
naira have been spent on the 
exercise for retreats and 
p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s . 
Unfortunately, according to 
the Deputy President of  the 
Senate, Ovie Omo-Agege, 
while speaking to State 
House correspondents last 
Thursday, January 5 in 
Abuja, local government 
autonomy seems to be the 
sticky issue stalling the 
voting of  SHA on the bills. It 
i s  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  i f  
appropriate lobbying is 
carried out by the leadership 
of  the National Assembly 
and the president to the 
g o v e r n o r s ,  t h e 
constitutional alteration 
exercise can still be salvaged 
and consummated. That 
w i l l  b r i n g  a b o u t  t h e 
restructuring of  Nigeria as 
some of  the provisions 
a l ready  passed  by  the 
National Assembly will 
affect the devolution of  
powers among other things.

The economy is ailing 
and the indicators are very 
d e p r e s s i n g .  N i g e r i a ' s 
N21.83tn 2023 federal 
budget has about N12tn 
deficit component. The 
c a p i t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e 
component is about N6.4tn 
while debt service gulps 
N6.3tn. In spite of  these, the 
National Assembly still 
w e n t  a h e a d  t o  i n s e r t 
N 7 7 0 b n  c o n s t i t u e n c y 
project funds. With 60 per 
cent revenue shortfall, our 
revenue goes largely into 
debt servicing. Yet, there are 
a lot of  leakages in the 
financial system with oil 
theft, non-remittance of  
revenue by government-
owned enterprises, and 
outright embezzlement of  
p u b l i c  f u n d s  p o s i n g 
Herculean challenges to the 
survival  of  Nigeria.  It 
therefore will not come as a 
surprise if  the incoming 
adminis t rat ions  at  the 

federal, state, and local 
government levels after May 
29 claim to have met an 
empty treasury after their 
inauguration.

R i g h t  n o w , 
multidimensional poverty 
plaguing the country puts 
133 million compatriots 
below the pover ty l ine 
according to the National 
B u r e a u  o f  S t a t i s t i c s . 
Unemployment  f i gu re 
stands at over 33 per cent as 
many micro, small and 
medium enterprises groan 
under the heavy cost of  
doing business. Mortality 
rate of  many businesses in 
Nigeria is high, largely due 
to the high cost of  energy 
(electricity and petroleum 
products), insecurity, and 
l a c k  o f  a d e q u a t e 
infrastructure not forgetting 
g o v e r n m e n t ' s  p o l i c y 
summersault.  It is as sure as 
death that the petrol subsidy 
will be removed in the 
second half  of  2023. This is 
long overdue as the trillions 
of  naira being spent on this 
opaque exercise can best be 
d e p l o y e d  t o  i m p r o v e 
d e c a d e n t  s o c i a l 
infrastructure.  When this is 
done, there is bound to be a 
rise in commodity prices, 
and this can lead to social 
unres t  un le s s  c l ever ly 
managed.

Insecurity binds every 
other variable discussed 
here together. Unless the 
government at all levels are 
able to collaboratively find a 
lasting solution to this 
growing menace, there may 
not be elections, census, 
economic growth, and good 
governance. In fairness to 
the outgoing Buhari regime, 
there has been significant 
improvement in the security 
and defence budget but the 
impact is still weak. Just last 
Saturday, January 7, at 
Igueben, bandits attack the 
train station and made away 
with about 30 commuters. 
T h e y  a r e  d e m a n d i n g 
N620m for their release. 
Section 14(2)(b) of  the 1999 
C o n s t i t u t i o n  s t a t e s , 
“Security and welfare of  
citizen shall be the primary 
purpose of  government.” I 
hope 2023 will bring this to 
fruition 
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Key issues that will shape Nigeria in 2023 
By Jide Ojo



 

The Miss Universe 
pageant is underway 
and Nigeria is ably 

represented at the event.
This year's Miss Universe is 
t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  N e w 
Orleans, USA. Miss Nigeria 
is Hannah Iribhogbe. She 
won Miss Universe Nigeria 
2022 at the Most Beautiful 
Girl in Nigeria (MBGN) 
2022 pageant in October 
2022. 

S
hort baddies 
a s s e m b l e ; 
w e  h a v e 

some tips for you.
A s  a  b r i e f  

2. She's currently studying 
business management at North 
Lake college in Dallas, Texas. 

3. She's very passionate 
about children, specifically 
young girls, which she shows 
through her charity advocacy 
and community service. She 
visits orphanage homes all over 
N i ge r i a ,  a n d  h e r s e l f  i s 
responsible for two girls. 

4 . She is the founder of  The 

if  you are less than 5'5. 
Yes, we are cute, but 

we want to look like 
grown-ups in our own 
right, so here's how to 
always look taller. 

W e a r  s h o r t 
g ow n s / s h o r t s / m i n i 
skirts 

The reason why you 

M o n t a n a  I n i t i a t i v e ,  a n 
organization that works to feed 
10 million children all over 
Africa. 

5. She is popularly known 
by the name Montana Felix, as 
she prefers to use her father's last 
name. “Montana” became a 
stage name for Hannah when 
she discovered her many talents 
in high school, which is the 
name she also bestowed upon 
her organization." 

should always wear short 
outfits is simple, it makes 
your legs appear longer. 
Plus, you would look like 
a supermodel with your 
long legs showing. 

Wear clothes that fit 
It doesn't even have to 

be tight, but it must fit. So 
clothes with the arms 
falling off  or excess fabric 
will just make it look like 
you got hand-me-downs 
from your older siblings. 

Fitting clothes give 
you a longer silhouette. 

Wear heels - duh! 
Well, this is not a 

genius solution but yes, 
wear heels if  you are 
short and it does not have 
to be pin heels, you can 
wear block heels and 
even boots, anything to 
g ive  you the  much-
needed height. 

Maxi dresses that 
stop at your ankles 

Nothing says you are 
s h o r t  m o r e  t h a n  a 
f lowing gown that ' s 
sweeping the floor with 
excess fabric, always 
make sure your long 
gowns  s top  a t  your 
ankles - except it has a 
train. 

Flared two-piece 
Ah, yes, long pants 

make you appear taller, 
especially if  you pair 
them with heels. Plus, a 
color coordinated two-
piece does that for you. 

What's  so beautiful 
about Hannah is her deep 
dark skin and bald hair, 
showing that beauty is not 
stereotypical. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  M i s s 
Universe Website; 

" 1. Hannah Iribhogbe is 
passionate about charity, 
community service, youth 
involvement, and women's 
empowerment. 

woman myself, we have 
to be careful about the 
type of  clothes we wear 
as we don't want to look 
like little children. Even 
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Dress to make yourself look taller if you're short 



 

t's a new year and of  Icourse, we have been 
served with sizzling 

looks  r ight  f rom the 
b e g i n n i n g .
W i t h  b i r t h d a y 
celebrations and different 
promotional pictures, 
here are this week's best 

f  I'm in a room with Imore than 10 people, I 
start to have anxiety 

a t t a c k , "  s h e  s a i d .
Sensational Nollywood 
actress Bimbo Ademoye 
has  opened up  about 
personal issues she deals 
with as an actress. 

In a sit-down with the 
YouTuber Hawa Magaji, 
Ademoye recalled how her 
esteem issues morphed 
into anxiety. 

She hinted that her 
parents' divorce had also 
contributed to her having 
low se l f -es teem s ince 

Tiwa Savage 
T h i s  J e a n  P a u l 

Gaultier nude imprint 
gown is one for the books. 
Loved seeing it. 

Nini and Saga 
Nini and Saga's picture 

is a strong contender for 
the picture of  the week, it's 

because I feel like they are 
full of  shit based on my 
experience. Most times I 
love to be by myself. I'd 
rather not deal with the 
hurt that people tend to 
bring. I'd rather just be on 
my own and just be around 
the few people that I've 
given access to me.” 

The actress revealed 
that she still deals with 
anxiety, and her dad helps 
her with it, hence their 
closeness. 

“I'm still dealing with 
that even at this stage. 
That's why I'm very close to 
my dad because [he] was 
very big on helping me with 
that. I wet the bed for a long 

couple goals. 
Kie Kie 
K i e  K i e  w a s  s o 

beautiful and joyful for her 
baby's thanksgiving party. 

Phyna 
Phyna started this year 

in a gold ensemble, which 
we absolutely love. 

time. I'm talking about SS2 
and SS3. My dad laughed it 
off. My first ever acting gig, 
they told me they were 
going to pay me N12,500 
and they were going to pay 
m e  s i x  m o n t h s  a f t e r 
shooting. My dad paid for 
my shooting budget of  
N50,000 during the shoot.” 
She then took a trip down 
memory lane, detailing 
how she cracked the movie 
space and got into it. 

"My first audition was 
in 2013, but I got my first 
feature film in 2014. I did a 
series in 2015, but the first 
feature film that I was sure 
wasn't going to die on a 
hard drive and that I was 

sure was going to come out 
on a platform, shout-out to 
Iroko TV, was in 2016. I'm 
agoraphobic. If  I'm in a 
room with more than 10 
people, I start to have an 
anxiety attack. My heart is 
palpitating so badly. It 
sucks that my job puts me 

etails: Mavin DR e c o r d s 
signee Crayon 

has taken to his Twitter 
account to reveal that he 
will be releasing his 
debut album in 2023. 

In a tweet shared on 
We d n e s d a y,  1 1 t h 
January 2023, Crayon 
posted that 2023 is his 
debut album release 
year. The tweet excited 
fans who have warmed 
up to the singer after 
enjoying the best spell 
of  his career in 2022. 

After getting signed 
to Don Jazzy's Mavin 
R e c o r d s ,  C r a y o n 
released his debut EP 

in that situation." 
Ademoye is a Nigerian 

actress. For her role in the 
film Backup Wife, she was 
nominated for Best Actress 
in a Comedy or TV Series 
a t  t h e  A f r i c a  M a g i c 
Viewers Choice Awards in 
2018. 

'Crayon' which offered 
glimpses of  his talent. 
However, despite his 
obvious talent, Crayon 
wasn't able to crack the 
mainstream until 2022 
when he released the hit 
single 'Laba Laba' and 
d e l i v e r e d  a n 
unforgettable chorus on 
Mavin's 'Overdose'. 

With the revelation 
of  a debut album on the 
way, Crayon will be 
looking to take his 
career to the next level. 
Fans will be eagerly 
awaiting a new single 
and an album release 
date from the singer. 

pictures. 
Nengi Hampson 
Nengi celebrated her 

birthday looking like a 
flower girl. 

Mercy Aigbe 
Mercy was the picture 

of  class and beauty. Very 
old school glam. 

childhood. 
"If  I'm in a room with 

more than 10 people, I start 
to have an anxiety attack. I 
think my social anxiety 
came from having low self-
esteem issues growing up, 
not being with my parents. 
I grew up with this thought 
in my head that nobody 
wanted to be around me," 
she said. 

Ademoye stated that 
she would rather be alone 
than suffer the pain of  
dealing with others. 

In her words, “I don't 
really like human beings 
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Echo's best celebrity pictures on Instagram this week 

'I used to think nobody wanted to be around me'
- Ademoye opens up 

Crayon set to release his
debut album in 2023 
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W
o m e n  d o n ' t 
p o l i c e  m e n ' s 
body count. Men 

need to stop taking inventory 
o f  t h e i r s .
Before explaining why body 
counts should not be a 
subject of  conversation in 
your relat ionship,  i t  is 
important to explain what it 
means. 

Simply put, body count is 
the number of  people you 
have sex with. It does not 
matter how intimate the 
make out was, or how much 
stuff  you have done with 
someone, if  there hasn't been 
penetration, it does not 
count as sex in this context. 
Body count here refers only 

S
ex is healthy, helps you 
r e l a x  s o  yo u  c a n 
achieve your goals, it is 

practically all your New 
Year's resolutions are rolled 
i n t o  o n e  a n y w a y .
5 different types of  people 
having sex in January 

While other people are 
making dull and predictable 
New Year's resolutions to 
lose weight, get a new job 
and take up a new hobby, 
w h y  n o t  m a k e  s o m e 
r e s o l u t i o n s  w i t h  yo u r 
partner? 

Here are some New 
Year's sex resolutions to 
consider – the resolutions 
you may actually want to 
stick to. 

1. Have more sex 
Sex makes your life 

better. Research has shown 
that those who have more 
sex generally have longer 
lives, not to mention their 
skin glows. The serotonin 
and dopamine released 
during sex make your life 
better and happier. 

2. Use lube 
Yes, we have to start with 

lubrication because there is 
no way women can enjoy sex 
without adequate wetness, 
so men get lube if  you want 
her to enjoy penetration. 

3. Learn the Kamasutra 
What is the Kamasutra? 

ven relationships Ea n d  m a r r i a ge s 
that you might 

think are so strong might 
break  up  dur ing  the 
h o l i d a y  s e a s o n .
A peculiar occurrence 
occurs over the holiday 
s e a s o n ,  m a n y 
relationships end at a 
season that's supposed to 
be about love. The period 
between mid-November 
and mid-December is 
known as "the turkey 
drop". 
Family drama 
Meeting your partner's 
parents can be stressful 
whether it's the first time 
o r  t h e  t e n t h  t i m e , 
especially if  you feel 
a n t a g o n i z e d  b y  t h e 
family. 
If  you aren't ready or 
prepared, not only can it 
l e a d  t o  a d d i t i o n a l 
pressure  on a  shaky 
marriage, if  you aren't 
sure that you want to be 
married, associating with 
the family can strengthen 
your resolve to not take 
things further. 
The holiday season is an 
emotional time 
People experience a lot of  
e m o t i o n  o v e r  t h e 

holidays. It is a moment to 
r e f l e c t  o n  p r e v i o u s 
h o l i d a y s ,  p a s t 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d 
experiences, you might 
feel resentment and a 
regurgement  of  pas t 
emotions. It is likely that 
the holiday will be the last 
straw when feelings are 
already at their peak. 
People who may have 
b e e n  f e e l i n g  t h a t 
something isn't right with 
their relationship are 
m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  d o 
something dramatic while 
their emotions are at their 
h ighest .  Those  l i t t le 
irritations are likely to be 
heightened at the time. 
C o u p l e s  w h o  a r e n ' t 
fee l ing  love  in  the i r 
relationship will give the 
relationship its final death 
at this time because they 
feel they are supposed to 
experience warmth, and 
happiness and they aren't 
feeling it. 
Couples feel a disconnect 
sexually 
When the sex is bad or 
inconsistent, it usually 
means a couple is in big 
trouble. When the sexual 
spark is gone, there is 
typically nothing left in 
t h e  m a r r i a g e  o r 
relationship. 

to the number of  people you 
have had penetrative sex 
with. 

Sharing the past in new 
relationships 

F o r  e v e r y  n e w 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  yo u  f i n d 
yourself  in, there comes a 
time when you and your 
partner speak of  the past and 
plan for the future, especially 
when things are becoming 
p r e t t y  s e r i o u s  a n d 
commitment is becoming 
genuine. 

As explained in previous 
articles; there are financial 
conversa t ions  tha t  a re 
important at this stage as 
t h e r e  a r e  s e x u a l 
conversations that one must 

Glad you asked, now go and 
learn about it. The ancient 
Kamasutra technique tells 
you so many ways to achieve 
your sexual desires through 
different sex positions like 
6 9 ,  f a c e o f f ,  s p o r k , 
champagne room, pretzel 
drip, doggy, cowgirl helper 
and so on. 

4. Fulfil one or two 
sexual fantasies 

Is it sex on a beach? In an 
elevator? Or in the car? 
Period sex? Think of  your 
wildest sexual fantasy and 
bring it to life. After all, you 
only live once. Do it this 
year! 

5. Use a sex toy 
Sex toys exist for a 

reason and one of  the 
reasons is to spice up your 
sex life. Let your spouse use a 
sex toy on you and watch 
your/their orgasm soar. 

6. Try one weird kink 
There are so many kinks 

and fetishes you need to try. 
Have  you  sucked  toes 
before? Given a blow job? 
Swallowed cum? Spit into 
someone's mouth? Tried 
bondage and pain? Role 
played with costumes? No? 
Then try it this year if  you 
hate at least you can have a 
good laugh. 

7. Moan loudly 
Man or woman, if  you 

have, too. Of  all the sexual 
things you can ask from 
bae/boo though, the body 
c o u n t  q u e s t i o n  i s  n o t 
necessary. 

A n d  t h i s  i s  s i m p l y 
because some things are just 
better left unknown, some 
information bet ter  le f t 
undiscovered. Let people 
divulge it willingly if  they 
choose to. And if  they don't, 
that's fine too. Don't bother 
them for it. Don't stress them 
about it. 

Who a woman has slept 
with in the past should not 
s u d d e n l y  m a k e  t h e m 
unattractive to you, and 
should not affect  their 
standing with you. Women 

have been stif ling your 
moans, stop it now and learn 
how to shout to bring the 
room down and disturb your 

re you single even 

At h o u g h  y o u 
supposedly have a 

'boyfriend' or 'girlfriend'?
Here's how to know that 
your relationship is a farce 
[Instagram] 

This is a new year and we 
would not want you to live 
your life in self-deceit, so we 
have decided to enlighten 
and inform you about how to 
a s c e r t a i n  y o u r  r e a l 
relationship status. 

They don't call or text 
you for days 

If  you don't call or text, 
they won't do it and when 
you finally do, they tell you 
that they are busy. No one 
who truly cares about you 
w i l l  g o  d a y s  w i t h o u t 
speaking to you unless they 
are sick, dying or suicidal. 

They have besties of  the 
opposite sex 

Ah, this one is tricky but 
if  I am being honest, platonic 
re la t ionsh ips  wi th  the 
opposite sex are rare these 
days. Especially when they 

don't think of  the number of  
women a man has been with 
before loving them as they 
should. Why can't they be 
accorded the same courtesy? 
Besides, there's no assurance 
that the figure she'll tell you 
is the accurate thing. And 
how would you know if  she 
downplayed the numbers 
just so you don't run off  or 
start acting strange because 
of  the truth? 

Really, it's simple; if  you 
think she is kind, smart, 
intelligent and fun to be with, 
how does her body count 
suddenly change all of  the 
positive vibes you feel with 
her? 

Who a woman has slept 

neighbours. You give your 
p a r t n e r  p l e a s u r e  a n d 
heighten your own orgasm. 

are always hanging out with 
such besties and not you. 

They would rather spend 
time with friends than with 
you 

In the pecking order of  
people they value in their 
lives, you just don't feel 
important. They are always 
with other people, so called 
friends more than you and 
you hardly get to see or hear 
from them. 

They never show you 
love 

E ve n  s i n g l e  p e o p l e 
experience love more than 
you. They don't display any 
romantic gestures. In fact, 
they forget your birthday and 
relationship anniversary. 

They don't listen to your 
complaints 

After spending all your 
energy complaining about 
what you want or how you 
think they should act to 
make you feel more loved, 
they ignore you and keep on 
acting in a way that hurts 
your feelings. 

with does not affect her 
intelligence, smartness or 
suitability for youYou can 
ask if  there have been any 
abortion; that is also a valid 
question to ask. I mean, this 
is someone you are getting 
serious or intend to get 
serious with, so that question 
is not unreasonable and 
deserves an answer, just as 
women deserve an answer 
when they ask if  you have 
ever impregnated anyone or 
i f  y o u  h a v e  a  c h i l d 
somewhere. 

The truth always hurts 
When you think about it, 

there really is nothing to gain 
f r o m  t h e  b o d y  c o u n t 
information except that it 
satisfies your curiosity. 

Most times, guys can't 
even deal with the truth 
especially when the babe in 
question is one that has truly 
explored her sexuality before 
they came into the picture. 

There is no way to know 
the correct Nigerian stats, 
but in England in 2017, it 
was revealed that the average 
woman sleeps with eight 
guys before settling down. 
We think a huge number of  
Nigerian guys will estimate 
that as being too much. 

This is where I get to talk 

about how unfair it is that 
guys could have slept with 
over 10 girls and will be 
ha i l ed  a  champ and  a 
woman does the same and 
she's a tramp. That just 
doesn't seem right especially 
now that gender equality is 
being called for more. 

Back to the body count 
subject; to ask about your 
woman this question also 
puts your relationship in a 
precarious balance. If  she's 
been with more than a few 
guys and presumes that 
you'll be staggered if  she tells 
you, this will prompt her to 
come up with a lie; which of  
course is not what you want 
in your relationship. 

If  she trusts you with the 
truth, you may never be able 
t o  h a n d l e  i t .  I f  y o u r 
relationship is in a good 
place and everything is going 
great between your woman 
and you, you really do not 
need any inconsequential 
thing to upstage it. Let 
sleeping dogs lie, my guy. 

If  there ever was a list of  
information that do not have 
any bearing on that beautiful 
r e l a t i o n s h i p / m a r r i a ge 
happiness you seek, the body 
count question surely has to 
be in the top five. 

Body count: Stop asking your girl for it, you don't need to know 

Couples break up during
the holidays 

New Year's s*x resolutions you need to make 

Being single even when
you're in a relationship
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The Executive Director of Cara Development Foundation, Nnennaya Enyinna Eneremadu addressing 
the participants at the workshop on advocating for the increase in the agriculture budgetary 
allocation to 5 % in lmo State.

Fielding of 10 candidates may affect 
Abia North’s guber hope
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he quest by the Abia 
North senatorial zone 
to produce the next 

Governor of  Abia State may 
be ruined by their fielding of  
10 governorship candidates.

The zone, which is insisting 
on producing the next Abia 
chief  executive by 2023, is 
by the present scenario, grap-
pling with the crises of  which 
among the 10 candidates, to 
be the right choice. 

It is on record that the zone 
took the first in 1999 through 
Orji Uzor Kalu who ruled 
for 8 years after which he 
helped his political God son, 
Chief  Theodore Orji to win 
in 2007. Theodore Orji who 
completed his second term 
in 2015, ensured that Ngwa 
man, Okezie Ikpeazu from 
Abia South succeeded him, 
for rotation of  power to every 
zone of  the State.

But the zoning of  guber 
ticket to Abia Central and 
Abia North by the PDP be-
fore May 2022 primaries 
drew the ire of  Abia North 
people who felt cheated by the 

arrangements. Eventual victo-
ry of  Prof  Uche Ikonne at the 
PDP guber primaries meant 
that Abia North should board 
a new boat, if  it must enter 
the Government House. To 
do achieve this, a common 
front needed to be forged. 
But unlike Abia North, the 8 
remaining guber candidates 
come from Abia Central and 
Abia South respectively.

For instance, Abia North 
parades Prof  Greg Ibe 
(APGA), Dr Alex Otti 
(Labour Party), Ukpai Iro 
(NNPP), Dr Mrs Ngozika 
Gladys Johnson-Ogbuneke 
(SDP), Barr Lancaster Oko-
ro (PRP), Hon Mascot Uzor 
Kalu (APP), Chibuike Jonans 
(ADP), Bishop Sunday On-
uoha (ADC). Youth Party 
(YP) also parades a candidate 
from Abia North. 

In the case of  Dr Alex 
Otti, he is popularly regard-
ed as an Abia North with his 
roots traced to Arochukwu. 
With these line up of  candi-
dates, the chances of  Abia 
North producing the next 
Governor is threatened un-
less a last-minute concensus 
arrangements takes place. A 

close source in the ruling Peo-
ples Democratic Party (PDP) 
told News Echo this week that 
his party was initially afraid 
that it would lose the 2023 
game to a candidate of  Abia 
North extraction by a land-
slide.

However, with the fielding 
of  many top candidates from 
Abia North by political par-
ties, the PDP strongman in-
formed this paper that  “We 
will leverage on the multi-
plicity of  candidates from the 
Abia North zone to retain the 
State.” 

He reasoned that unlike 
the PDP which has only 
Engr Enyinnaya Nwafor of  
Young Progressive Party as 
the major guber candidate 
from Ngwa land to contend 
with, votes coming from 
Abia North would, according 
to him, be split between the 
10 candidates of  Abia North 
origin.

The PDP man also identi-
fied the choice of  Ohafia man 
as Dr Alex Otti’s running 
mate as another advantage 
that will work in favour of  
PDP. Supporting the claims 
of  the PDP top shot, a group, 

NNPC Board Chair:  Ararume’s N100bn 
suit against FG stalled 
T

he failure of  the Ni-
geria National Pe-
troleum Company 

(NNPC) to file a counter-af-
fidavit to a N100 billion suit 
instituted against President 
Muhammadu Buhari by 
Senator Ifeanyi Ararume 
has again halted hearing in 
the suit.

Ararume had last year at 
the Federal High Court in 
Abuja slammed the suit on 
Buhari to challenge his al-
leged unlawful removal as 
Chairman of  the Board of 
NNPC after using his name 
to register the entity with 
the Corporate Affairs Com-
mission (CAC).

At Wednesday’s proceed-
ings billed for a definite 

hearing of  the suit, counsel 
to NNPC, Mr Etigwe Uwa, 
SAN, informed the court 
that he had only filed a pre-
liminary objection against 
the hearing of the suit.

Contrary to the order of 
Justice Inyang Ekwo made 
on December 15 last year, 
the senior lawyer said he 
had not filed a counter affi-
davit to the substantive suit 
of  the plaintiff.

Uwa thereafter asked the 
Judge to proceed with the 
hearing of  his preliminary 
objection and determine it 
one way or the other before 
coming back to the substan-
tive matter.

Justice Ekwo, however, 
drew Uwa’s attention to 

the Practice Direction of 
the Federal High Court to 
the effect that both the sub-
stantive matter and any pre-
liminary objection must be 
taken together to save the 
judicial time of  the court.

The Judge stood his 
ground that he would not 
proceed with the hearing of 
the preliminary objection 
alone until a counter affida-
vit to the main suit has been 
filed in compliance with the 
order of  the Court.

Earlier, Ararume’s law-
yer, Chris Uche, had drawn 
the attention of  the Judge to 
his December last year or-
der that all processes must 
be filed and exchanged by 
parties before Wednesday’s 
proceedings.

He, therefore, urged the 
court to proceed to hear the 
main suit as agreed upon by 
parties during last Decem-
ber proceedings.

Uche explained that the 
position of  the NNPC is 
untenable adding that if 
the Company is indulged, it 
would come up with other 
flimsy excuses in the next 
adjourned date.

However, Justice Ekwo 
resolved to give the NNPC 
another opportunity to do 
the needful by filing the 
necessary processes and 
warned parties to always 
comply with orders of  the 

court.
Based on the parties’ 

agreement, the Judge fixed 
January 23 as another defi-
nite date for Ararume’s suit 
to be heard.

Ararume had last year 
sued President Buhari for 
N100 billion over his al-
leged unlawful removal as a 
non-executive Chairman of 
the Nigeria National Petro-
leum Company Limited.

He is demanding the sum 
as damages caused him by 
the alleged unlawful man-
ner he was removed as the 
NNPC chairman after us-

ing his name to incorporate 
the entity.

The suit marked FHC/
ABJ/CS/691/2022 was in-
stituted on his behalf  by a 
group of  Senior Advocates 
of  Nigeria comprising Chief 
Chris Uche, Ahmed Raji, 
Mahmud Magaji, Ogwu 
James Onoja, Kingsley 
Nwufor and Gordy Uche.

Ararume prayed for an 
order of  the Court setting 
aside his removal by Buhari 
vide letter of  January 17, 
2022, with reference num-
ber SGF.3V111/86.

He also sought an order 

from the court reinstating 
him forthwith and restor-
ing him to office, with all 
the rights and privileges of 
the office of  the NNPC’s 
non-executive chairman.

He further demands the 
nullification and setting 
aside of  all decisions and 
resolutions of  the board of 
NNPC Limited made in 
his absence from January 
17, 2022, to date and an-
other order restraining the 
defendants from removing 
his name as director of  the 
company.

Abia North Political Project 
has warned that the quest for 
Governor of  Abia North ex-
traction may be a day dream 
unless the people of  the zone 
settled for one man. 

The leader of  Abia North 
Political Project, Dr Uduma 
Nnate whose group adopt-
ed the candidate of  ADC, 
Bishop Sunday Onuoha said 
his group was out to ensure 
that power does not elude the 
zone. He wondered why 10 
candidates would come out 
from a zone that is crying of  
political marginalisation. 

But Nnate’s argument has 
been quashed by Mr Sleek 
Ogwo, the media Adviser to 
Prof  Greg Ibe of  APGA. Ac-
cording to Ogwo, the people 
of  Abia North would choose 
their rightful ruler based on 
the pedigrees of  such candi-
date, and not by consensus 
arrangements. 

Ogwo made it clear that 
Prof  Ibe is ahead of  other 
candidates based on what 
he has put in place. In APC, 
the candidate is High Chief  
Ikechi Emenike who is from 
Ohuhu, Umuahia North, 
Abia Central. 

T
he Chairman of  the 
Independent National 
Electoral Commis-

sion, INEC has dismissed 
speculations on alleged post-
ponement of  the 2023 gener-
al elections.

The commission restated 
its commitment to hold the 
forthcoming general elections 
as scheduled.

The INEC Chairman, 
Prof  Mahmood Yakubu 
gave this assurance during a 
meeting with the leadership 
of  the 18 political parties at 
the commission’s headquar-
ters in Abuja on Wednesday. 
Yakubu said the commission 
is not contemplating post-
poning the general elections 
in February and March this 
year.

He said, “The commission 
is not contemplating any ad-
justment to the election time-
table let alone postponement 
to the general elections. The 
repeated assurance by secu-
rity agencies for the adequate 
protection of  personnel and 

Appeal Court upholds Abia PDP primaries

T
he Court of  Appeal 
Owerri Division has 
upheld the Abia PDP 

primaries which held on the 
6th of  May, 2022.
  However the primary elec-
tions were challenged at a 
Federal High Court sitting in 
Umuahia by Ndudi Nwag-
bara and seven others who 
were reported to be work-
ing at the instance of  a for-
mer PDP Chieftain, Senator 
Enyinnaya Abaribe, who 
defected to APGA shortly 
after he withdrew from the 
PDP governorship primary 
exercise. 
  Their grounds for challeng-
ing the party was that its 
three-man delegate Ad-hoc 
congress never held.
   Delivering judgement on 
the matter in November 
2022, the presiding judge, 

process also reinforces our de-
termination to proceed.

“The 2023 general elec-
tions will hold as scheduled. 
Any report to the country is 
not the official position of  the 
commission,” he said.

The INEC chairman also 
presented the 2023 voter 
register to the parties ahead 
of  the elections as required 
by the 2022 Electoral Act. 
The commission present-
ed a register containing 
93,469,008 voters for the 2023 
general elections.

According to the commis-
sion, the voter distribution 
also revealed that 44,414,846 
registered voters are females, 
while 49,054,162 are males.

Of  the total registered vot-
ers, the number of  young 
people between the ages of  18 
and 34 stood at 37,060,399, 
representing 39.65% of  total 
registered voters while the el-
derly between the ages of  50 
and 69 stood at 17,700,270, 
representing 18.94% of  total 
registered voters.

Justice Evelyn Anyadike 
had held that the conduct of  
party delegate congress was 
entirely an internal affairs of  
a political party and not jus-
ticeable in law. She had also 
declared that “no law gives 
delegates right of  action” in 
court to challenge the con-
duct of  delegate congress. 
    However, not satisfied with 
the High court ruling, the 
plaintiffs headed to the Ap-
peal Court which today up-
held the preliminary objec-
tion of  the PDP Legal Team 
to the effect that the Appel-
lants lack the locus standi 
to have instituted the matter 
against the PDP when they 
were not aspirants and that 
Ad-hoc delegates which they 
were aspiring for could not 
have upgraded them to the 
status of  aspirants.
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n January 1, the former 

Opresident of  Nigeria, 
C h i e f  O l u s e g u n 

Obasanjo, published a letter 
addressed to the Nigerian youth. 
In that letter, he said a number 
of  things, one of  which was that 
the  p re s idency  o f  Ma jo r 
G e n e r a l  M u h a m m a d u 
Muhammadu Buhari (retd.) has 
been catastrophic. 

The letter read inter alia: 
“The last seven and a half  years 
have no doubt been eventful and 
s t r e s s f u l  ye a r s  f o r  m a n y 
Nigerians.  We have moved 
from frying pan to fire and from 
mountain top to the valley.

 “Our leaders have done 
their best, but their best had 
turned out to be not the best for 
Nigeria and Nigerians at home 
a n d  a b r o a d .   F o r  m o s t 
Niger ians,  i t  was hel l  on 
earth….

“Those of  us who are alive 
should thank God for His 
mercies, brace ourselves for the 
remaining few months of  this 
administration and pray and 
w o r k  v e r y  h a r d  f o r  a n 
immediate better future – future 
of  liberation, restoration and 
great hope and expectation. 

“ M o s t  o f  u s  i n  g o o d 
consc ience  can tes t i fy  to 
competence when we see it 
a n y w h e r e .  W h a t  i s 
masqueraded as 'competence' is 
self-interest and nepotism.”

Obasanjo reminded the 
youth that the general election 
n e x t  m o n t h  i s  a n o t h e r 
opportunity for them to take 
back their country and their 
future from those who have held 
them down. He stated as 
follows:- 

“ We  h a v e  a  u n i q u e 
opportunity to correct ourselves 
by ourselves for the good of  
ourselves.  Those who are 
preaching division, segregation, 
separation, and want to heir 
own self  and selfish interest are 
enemies of  the nation, no 

“Let me say it again, loud 
and clear, Nigeria has no 
bus iness  wi th  insecur i ty, 
poverty, insurgency, banditry, 
unemployment, hunger, debt, 
division and disunity.  We are in 
these  s i tua t ions  because, 
advertently or inadvertently, our 
leaders have made the choices.  
They have done the best they 
could do.  Let them take their 
rest deservedly or not and let 
them enjoy their retirement as 
septuagenarians or older.”

Obasanjo went ahead in the 
latter part of  that letter to 
e n d o r s e  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l 
candidate of  the Labour Party, 
Mr Peter Obi, as the candidate 
with the best qualities to turn 

around Nigeria. Expectedly, 
that generated criticism from 
other presidential candidates.

Although there was nothing 
Obasanjo said in the letter about 
the regime of  Buhari that is 
different from the situation of  
things in Nigeria today, his 
e n d o r s e m e n t  o f  O b i 
overshadowed his assessment of  
Buhari's regime. Interestingly, in 
2015, Obasanjo was among 
those who supported Buhari to 
become president. Obasanjo 
had three key reasons for that. 
The f irst  was that just ice 
d e m a n d e d  t h a t  a f t e r  D r 
G o o d l u c k  J o n a t h a n ' s 
completion of  Alhaji Umaru 
Yar'Adua's tenure and then 
having a full term of  his own, he 
should leave office for power to 
return to the North to which the 
deceased Yar'Adua belonged. 
Obasanjo's second reason was 
that given Buhari's military 
background, he would handle 
the insecurity in the country 
better. And the third reason was 
that Buhari, with his famed 
ascetic lifestyle, would be more 
disciplined in the management 
of  the country's resources and 
robust in fighting corruption.

Many believe that on all 
those fronts, Buhari has not 
l i ve d  u p  t o  ex p e c t a t i o n . 
However, Buhari disagrees. He 
and his aides believe that he is 
the best thing that has ever 
happened to Nigeria in terms of  
leadership. In his response to 
Obasanjo's new year letter, the 
Senior Special Assistant to the 
President (Media & Publicity), 
Mr Garba Shehu, said that 
Obasanjo's criticism was born 
out of  jealousy.

He stated, “(Obasanjo) will 
not stop attacking Buhari 
because the former President 
won't stop being jealous of  
anyone who beats him to a new 
r e c o r d  i n  t h e  n a t i o n ' s 
development process.

 “Buhari is ahead of  Chief  
Obasanjo in all fields of  national 
development and to do that is 
cardinal sin to Obasanjo whose 
hallucinations tell him that he is 
the best ever to lead Nigeria and 
there will never be another one 
better than him.”

That sounds similar to what 
the Special Adviser to the 
P r e s i d e n t  o n  M e d i a  a n d 
Publicity, Mr Femi Adesina, 
said about Buhari in October 
2021. He said that no Nigerian – 
living or dead – “has the kind of  
attraction, magnetic pull, that 
Buhari has.” In December, 
while he was in Kogi State, 
Buhari declared that the All 
Progressives Congress under 
him had del ivered on a l l 
electoral promises made to 
Nigerians at all levels.

The problem with this 
recurring narrative from the 
presidency is that it is an 
example of  one taking an exam, 
scoring oneself  and announcing 
the result. Buhari and members 
of  his ruling APC use some of  
the projects he has executed to 
a s s e s s  h i m .  B u t  e v e r y 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  e x e c u t e s 
projects. Ironically, the projects 
executed by Buhari came at a 
huge cost to Nigeria. Last week, 
the Debt Management Office 
disclosed that Buhari will be 
leaving a N77tn debt behind. If  
that is divided by Nigeria's 
estimated population, it means 
that Buhari will leave each 
Nigerian with a debt of  about 
N350, 000.

The economy has also fared 
badly under Buhari, with the 
naira being most depreciated 
ever, exchanging for over 700 for 
a dollar. Late last year, the 
National Bureau of  Statistics 
reported that 63 per cent of  
N i g e r i a n s  w e r e 
multidimensionally poor. Also, 
under Buhari, insecurity surged 
to its highest level, permeating 
all the six zones of  the country.

B a s e d  o n  m e a s u r a b l e 
parameters and indices, no 
independent analyst would 
compare Buhari with Obasanjo 
on leadership. The indices are 

heavily weighed against Buhari. 
In the areas of  conduct of  
elections and respect for court 
j u d g e m e n t s ,  O b a s a n j o 
performed poorly. But on the 
economy, no president has 
performed better than Obasanjo 
since the Fourth Republic began 
in 1999, and no president has 
been more detribalised and 
fairer to all parts of  Nigeria than 
Obasanjo.

Obasanjo became president 
in 1999 when Nigeria was a 
pariah state and oil price was 
selling less than $20. He was 
able to revive the Nigerian 
e c o n o m y  t h a t  h a d  b e e n 
nosediving since the military, 
led by Buhari, took over in 1983. 
Under Obasanjo, the middle 
c l a s s ,  w h i c h  v i r t u a l l y 
disappeared during military 
rule, reappeared. Nigerians, 
who had been buying second-
hand cars, clothes, shoes, 
refrigerators, TV sets, etc, began 
to buy brand-new ones. Under 
him, the economy grew rapidly 
and consistently, with no year 
performing at less than five per 
cent. In 2002 the economy even 
grew at a whopping 15.33 per 
cent. Even though he inherited 
huge debts, he was able to get 
Nigeria's debt written off  in 
2006 by the Paris Club by paying 
$12bn. In addition, Obasanjo 

grew Nigeria's foreign reserve 
more than any administration in 
this Fourth Republic.

The  r ea son  Obasan jo 
succeeded in turning around the 
economy was that he went for 
the best hands from all parts of  
Nigeria, unlike Buhari who has 
been heavily criticised for 
displaying ethnic and religious 
nepotism in his appointments 
and projects. It was under 
Obasanjo that Nigerians first 
heard of  professionals like Prof. 
Dora Akunyil i ,  Dr Ngozi 
Okonjo-Iweala, Mallam Nuhu 
Ribadu, Dr. Oby Ezekwesili, 
Prof. Charles Soludo, Mallam 
Nasir el-The good book says that 
“ a  g o o d  m a n  l e av e s  a n 
inheritance to his children's.

However, Buhari has an 
area where he can excel and beat 
the record of  Obasanjo. That 
area is in the conduct of  free, fair 
and transparent elections this 
year. If  he succeeds in doing 
t h a t ,  t h e n  i t  w i l l  b e  h i s 
redeeming grace for which he 
will be remembered kindly for 
years to come. Buhari has 
repeatedly promised to ensure 
that such is achieved under his 
watch. The ball is in his court to 
fulfil that in the elections 
scheduled for February and 
March.

By Azuka Onwuka

The Politics of Comparing Buhari
with Obasanjo 
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Release Nnamdi Kanu unconditionally
now, Ikenga tells Buhari 
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By Ikenna Orioha

A
n advocate of  peace, 
justice and the PDP 
candidate for Ideato 

Federal Constituency in the 
2013 election, Ikenga Imo 
Ugochinyere Ikegwuonu, 
has told President Moham-
madu Buhari to immediately 
and unconditionally release 
the Supreme Leader of  the 
Indigenous People of  Biafra 

(IPOP), Mazi Nnamdi Kanu, 
from detention.

Ikenga said Kanu’s health 
worsens every day due to ob-
vious denial of  medication 
and solitary incarceration by 
the DSS despite the Abuja 
and Umuahia High Courts’ 
rulings that acquitted him of  
the terrorism charges brought 
against him by the federal 
government.

Speaking to journalists at 

his native residence at Akok-
wa, Ideato North LGA, Imo 
State, Wednesday, Ikenga 
urged Buhari to sincerely 
obey the High Court judge-
ments and free Kanu, warn-
ing that if  Kanu dies at the 
DSS solitary detention, Ni-
geria, especially the South 
East would be plunged into 
unending crisis.

The vocal politician and 
jurist, said Kanu deserves 

thorough medical attention 
having gone through a lot 
of  trauma right from Kenya, 
where he was abducted and 
manhandled by the DSS and 
other security operatives in-
cluding his solitary detention 
and maltreatment.

“I call on President Mo-
hammadu Buhari to imme-
diately and unconditionally 
release Nnamdi Kanu from 
detention. His detention is 

Presidential candidate, Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu andImo state Governor Hope Uzodimma at the Presidential 
rally of the All Progressives Congress (APC) at Michael Okpara Square, Enugu State on Wednesday.

illegal and sparks off  crisis. 
What the President is doing 
against the IPOB Leader is 
illegal. Because the Federal 
High Courts had exonerated 
him of  the terrorism allega-
tions against him. He is going 
through a lot of  trauma and 
his health condition is wors-
ening and if  he dies in deten-
tion Nigeria will sink”.

Ikenga was bitter that the 
detention of  Kanu is tribally 
driven otherwise he would 
not have swapped Boko Har-
am and ISWAP terrorists 
detained in Nigeria prisons 
for their kidnapped victims 
including shielding Fulani 
herders terrorising farmers in 
all parts of  Nigeria, reiterating 
that the federal government 
should as a matter of  justice 
and fairness hearken to the 
voices of  Nigeria statesmen, 
the UN and the international 
community who demanded 
for the immediate and un-
conditional release of  Kanu, 
regretting that the injustices 
being meted out against Igbo 
are the major cause of  IPOB 
agitation which he said must 
be addressed squarely.

On the recent issue of  lo-
cal government, judicial and 
legislative autonomy, Ikenga 
lashed the Members of  Imo 
State House of  Assembly for 
voting against the freedom 
of  these tiers of  government, 
saying they did so because 
they love to remain in slavery 

where they support evil and 
crime.

For this, he “urged Imo 
people  to vote out any Mem-
ber of  the 9th Assembly who 
is recontesting in the 2023 
election. Members of  Imo 
State House of  Assembly are 
lilly livered, fearful, unthinka-
bly greedy and undemocratic 
errand boys to the autocratic 
regime in Imo State. They 
should be voted out for vot-
ing against LGA, judicial 
and parliamentary autono-
my. The LGA, judiciary and 
legislature are in shambles. 
LGA allocations have been 
embezzled with no meaning-
ful projects. They have turned 
the Assembly to House of  
jokes. They ridicule them-
selves and their offices”.

While condemning the 
attack by some cabals in the 
APC led government on 
CBN Governor, Godwin 
Emefiele, who he described 
as a thoughtful human, Iken-
ga said he is cruising to vic-
tory having won the hearts of  
the people of  Ideato North 
and South Federal Constitu-
ency.

Also, he cautioned the Imo 
State government to stop 
framing innocent people and 
tagging them terrorists only 
to kill, maim and detain them 
in prisons, police and DSS 
cells, calling on INEC to con-
duct free and fair poll to re-
cover Nigeria from ruins.

Mammoth crowd in Onitsha rally shows Nigerians 
want Peter Obi – COSEYL

T
he Coalition of  South 
East Youth Leaders, 
COSEYL, has de-

duced that the large num-
ber of  people at the Labour 
Party presidential campaign 
rally in Onitsha, Anambra 
State, on Tuesday was an 
indication that Nigerians 
prefer the party’s candidate, 
Peter Obi for the February 
election.

Despite claims by the 
Anambra State Governor, 
Charles Soludo, that Obi, 
who is one of  his predeces-

sors, did not achieve much 
in the state, thousands of  
supporters trooped out en 
masse for the rally in Onit-
sha.

Reacting, the coalition, in 
a statement issued and made 
available to reporters by its 
President General, Good-
luck Ibem, said the mam-
moth crowd was a “clear 
statement to those who hired 
Governor Charles Soludo to 
attack Peter Obi that Anam-
bra people and Nigerians are 
solidly behind Obi”.

“Action they say speak 
louder than words. The peo-
ple of  Onitsha have spoken 
the same way Nigerians did 
in Edo and other states of  
the federation that Mr Peter 
Obi is who they want as Ni-
gerian President come 2023.

“We have seen with our 
own eyes that Nigerians 
have woken from their 
slumber to take back their 
country from those who 
are hell-bent on destroying 
it via corruption and other 
vices”, the statement added.

... Lashes Imo Assembly members for voting against 
LGA, legislative autonomy

Gov. Ikpeazu to swear in Barr. Nkoro
as Commissioner today  

A
bia State governor, 
Okezie Ikpeazu will 
on Friday 13th Jan-

uary, 2023 swear in Hon. 
Barr. Akujiobi Nkoro as 
commissioner in the State 
executive council. 
   This is according to a state -
ment by the Secretary to the 
State Government, Barr. 
Chris Ezem. He said, “The 
Governor of  Abia State, 
Dr. Okezie Victor Ikpeazu 
will on Friday 13th January, 
2023, swear in Hon. Barr. 
Akujiobi Nkoro as com-

missioner in the State at the 
Executive Council Cham-
bers, Government House, 
Umuahia by 10am prompt. 
Sponsored “He and all con-
cerned are to be seated be-
fore the arrival of  the Gov-
ernor.” 
   A member of  Abia State 
House of  Assembly and mi-
nority leader, Hon. Chijioke 
Chukwu had kicked against 
the inauguration of  Com-
missioners without screen-
ing by the Assembly, saying 
it is unconstitutional.

Obidatti office clears air on next UK liquidation
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Labour Party Presi-
dential Candidate, Pe-
ter Obi, has come out 

openly to clear the air on the 
circumstances surrounding 
the liquidation of  one of  his 
companies, Next Internation-
al (UK) Ltd.

In a statement this morn-
ing, signed by Mr First On-
ifade, copy of  which was 

circulated to journalists, the 
Obi-Datti Media Office dis-
missed speculations that the 
company was liquidated by 
the UK authorities.

The statement noted that 
the owners voluntarily liqui-
dated the firm as it was no 
longer in operation. 

The Media office lambast-
ed agents of  the political op-
position unsettled by the high 
rising profile of  Obi for trying 
to make political capital out 

of  the development.
The statement signed by 

Head of  Obi-Datti Media Of-
fice, Mr Onifade, said: “For 
the records, the entity was 
99% owned by Next (Nig) 
International Ltd. and estab-
lished as its buying office in 
the 90s and Peter Obi was 
its CEO.  “At the time Peter 
Obi became governor of  An-
ambra State in 2006, his wife 
assumed management of  the 
winding down of  the compa-
ny and about one year ago 
requested that the company 
be dissolved under the volun-
tary strike off  of  the entity on 
grounds of  dissolution and 
being inoperational, which 
is normal in winding up an 
entity.”

The statement pointed out 
that “Peter Obi has consist-
ently maintained that he is no 
longer involved in any Next 
related business.”

Berating those twisting the 
resting of  Next Internation-
al (UK) Ltd., the statement 
said: “When our Principal 
insists that you go and verify 
facts about him and the infor-
mation he dishes out, it didn’t 
say go and falsify facts.

 “The LP candidate by his 
antecedents in Anambra state 
for eight years, in private ven-
tures where he held sway his 
records among the pack in 
this race for the Presidency, 
puts him miles ahead in mor-
al rating.”

The Media office believes 
this explanation and clarifica-
tion has put to rest any further 
chasing of  the wind  over the 
matter by political jobbers in 
the opposition camps.

Gunmen kill 4 vigilantes in Anambra

G
unmen have at-
tacked and killed 
four operatives of  

the Anambra Vigilante Ser-
vices and also set five build-
ings ablaze. 
  It was gathered that the 
incident happened in Ihiala 
Local Government Area of  
Anambra State at 2 am on 
Thursday. 
   A source in the area said 
after attacking and killing 
the vigilante operatives at 
the local government secre-
tariat, the gunmen behead-
ed one of  them. 
  He said the gunmen also 
used Improvised Explosive 

Devise to burn down about 
five buildings in the area.
   An unconfirmed source 
also added that one of  the 
affected buildings was hous-
ing the office of  the Inde-
pendent National Electoral 
Commission. 
  The reason for the attack 
could not be ascertained but 
the state police spokesman, 
DSP Tochukwu Ikenga, 
confirmed the incident. 
   Ikenga said police opera-
tives were alerted and when 
they arrived at the scene, 
one of  the gunmen was 
killed by police operatives 
when they were confronted.
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SPORTS
ar is  Saint -Germain Psuperstar, Lionel Messi, 
scored in his first match 

since his 2022 World Cup 
victory, as his team recorded a 
2-0 win over Angers in Ligue 1.

The 35-year-old had been 
granted a leave of  absence after 
the tournament and missed 
games against Strasbourg and 
Lens.

ive years after his last Fappearance for the 
club — Five. Years. — 

Chelsea are apparently 
finally willing to cut our 
losses completely on one-
time €40m-man Tiémoué 
Bakayoko, who's been stuck 
in career limbo on loan at 
AC Milan for the past twelve 
months.

Milan don't want him 
and are thus not playing him, 
lest they risk triggering the 
mandatory purchase clause 
in the contract. We don't 
want him but had been 
hoping against all hope that 
some other team might be 
willing to give us something 
in return, like a bag of  balls 
o r  coupons  fo r  a  foo t 
massage. Alas.

To his credit, Bakayoko 
has maintained his expected 
professional presence at 
M i l a n ,  s h ow i n g  u p  t o 
training and to matchdays to 
sit on the bench, but with 
nary a hope of  actually 
seeing some action. He's 
been searching for a solution 
for well over half  a year, but 
has evidently yet to find one.

Perhaps he will now in 
Januar y,  wi th  Che l sea 
reportedly willing to cancel 
his contract (which still has 
18 months on it!) and let him 
go on his merry way (like we 
did with Ross Barkley in the 
summer). Previously, we 
were said to be still looking 
for a “low-cost deal” to 
facilitate his departure.

If  and when Bakayoko 
does leave, we will finally be 
able to close the books on 

that most disastrous summer 
transfer window that was 
2017 — nearly £200m spent 
o n  B a k a y o k o,  D a n n y 
D r i n k w a t e r ,  D a v i d e 

Former world number 
one and four-time major 
c h a m p i o n  N a o m i 

Osaka has disclosed she is 
pregnant and said she would 
miss the 2023 tennis season.

Osaka recently withdrew 
from the upcoming Australian 
Open, a tournament she has 
won twice.

Osaka has not played a full 
match since her first-round loss 
a t  t h e  U S  O p e n  a n d 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  j u s t  1 1 
tournaments in 
2022.

She had also 
i n f o r m e d 
reporters the sport 
wa s  n o  l o n ge r 
bringing her joy 
following a third-
round exit at the 
2021 US Open.

Osaka tweeted 
o n  We d ne sd ay 
announcing her 
p r e g n a n c y , 

Zappacosta, Álvaro Morata, 
and Antonio Rüdiger (who 
alone did come good at long 
last in the end, many years 
later, if  only for a brief  
period). Yikes.

including a picture of  an 
ultrasound.

“I realize that life is so 
short, and I don't take any 
moments for granted; every 
day is a new blessing and 
adventure.

“I know that I have much to 
look forward to in the future. 
One thing I'm looking forward 
to is for my kid to watch one of  
my matches and tell someone, 
'that's my mom,' haha,” she 
wrote.

tletico Madrid have 

Areportedly identified 
three managers to 

replace current head coach 
Diego Simeone should the 
Argentine eventually leave 
the Spanish LaLiga giants in 
the near future.

With news that Simeone 
is set to leave the Wanda 
Metropolitano Stadium at 
the end of  the current season 
after almost 12 years at the 
club, Atletico Madrid have 
reportedly begun searching 
for his replacement.

Simeone looks set to leave 
Los Rojiblancos for a new 
challenge in the summer of  
2023, having overseen the 
club's most successful spell in 
moder n  h is tor y,  which 
included two La Liga titles.

As a result of  this, Atletico 
Madrid will need to look for a 
new manager  and have 
narrowed down their search 
to three names, according to 
Fichajes.

The first name on the list 
is former Spain head coach 
Luis Enrique, who departed 
La Roja in December after 
Spain's elimination from the 
2022 FIFA World Cup.

The other two names on 
the shortlist are former Paris 
S a i n t - G e r m a i n  b o s s 
Mauricio Pochettino and 
former River Plate boss 
Marcelo Gallardo.

Messi was also unavailable 
for the Coupe de France win 
over Chateroux.

However, the Argentina 
captain played the full 90 
minutes of  the match as PSG 
extended their lead at the top of  
Ligue 1 over second-placed 
Lens to six points.

Str iker  Hugo Eki t ike 
opened the scoring before 

e s t  H a m  h ave 

Wgiven up on their 
b i d  t o  s i g n 

Moroccan centre-forward 
Youssef  El-Nesyri, who has 
reiterated his desire to remain 
in Spain with Sevilla. 

Instead,  according to 
newsmen, West Ham have 
now set their sights on Super 
Eagles' forward Terem Moffi, 
who has been in sensational 
form for  Lorient  in  the 
2022–23 season.

E n - N e s y r i ,  w h o  wa s 
Morocco's top scorer when 
t h e y  r e a c h e d  a n 
unprecedented semi-final at 
the World Cup, has only just 
started to rediscover his form 
after fitness issues, and is 
believed to be keen on getting 

Messi doubled the home side's 
lead.

It was Messi's 13th goal in 
20 matches this campaign.

I t  c o n t i nu e s  M e s s i ' s 
phenomenal  goal -scoring 
record from Barcelona, where 
he was the club's record scorer 
w i t h  6 7 2  g o a l s  i n  7 7 8 
appearances.

That means he has now 

back to his best with Sevilla 
instead of  making a move to 
the Premier League.

AR-RAYYAN - Youssef  El 
Nesyri of  Morocco during the 
FIFA World  Cup,  WM, 
Weltmeisterschaft, Fussball 
Qatar 2022 Play-off  third 
place match between Croatia 
and Morocco at Khalifa 
International stadium on 
December 17, 2022 AR-
RAYYAN - Youssef  El Nesyri 
of  Morocco during the FIFA 
W o r l d  C u p ,  W M , 
Weltmeisterschaft, Fussball 
Qatar 2022 Play-off  third 
place match between Croatia 
and Morocco at Khalifa 
International stadium on 
December 17, 2022 

scored 696 goals for Barcelona 
and PSG in his senior career, 
equalling the number of  goals 
scored by Cristiano Ronaldo in 
Europe's top five leagues.

Ronaldo netted 118 goals 
d u r i n g  h i s  f i r s t  s t i n t  a t 
Manchester United before 
nett ing 450 goals  in 438 
appearances for Real Madrid, 
101 goals over three seasons at 
Juventus and 27 goals for 
United in his second spell at the 
club.

Ronaldo, however, scored 
five goals for Sporting CP, 
which means his club career 
total is 701 – five ahead of  long-
term rival Messi, who is two 
years younger than him.

Messi equals Ronaldo's record in first PSG match after World Cup

EPL: Chelsea willing to release Tiémoué
Bakayoko for free

Tennis star Naomi Osaka
announces pregnancy

Atletico Madrid identify three managers
to replace Diego Simeone

West Ham turn to Moffi
after El-Nesyri rejection

Body count: Stop asking your
girl for it, you don't need
to know 
'I used to think nobody
wanted to be around me'
- Bimbo Ademoye 

Bakayoko

Osaka

Simeone

Ronaldo Messi


