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News 

Soludo educated, but not 
intelligent, Anambra Labour
Party replies governor 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha  

T
he Labour Party (LP) 
Youth leader in An-
ambra State, Hon 

Ekene Nnadi, have taken a 
swipe at the State governor, 
Chukwuma Soludo, over 
his position on the presiden-
tial ambition of  his prede-
cessor and candidate of  the 
Labour Party (LP) in the 
2023 presidential election, 
Mr Peter Obi, saying the 
former is educated but not 
Intelligent.

He accused Governor 
Soludo of  being envious 
of  the surging acceptability 
and rising political profile 
of  the LP presidential can-
didate, insisting Ndigbo and 
most Nigerians are united 
on LP presidential candi-
dacy. 

News Echo had earlier re-
ported that Soludo had, last 
weekend, shocked political 
watchers when he declared 
that the LP presidential can-
didate does not have the ca-

pacity and clout to win next 
year’s poll, claiming that 
facts on the ground showed 
that the contest will be a 
two-horse race. 

Hon. Nnadi in an inter-
view with newsmen after 
the Anambra State Labour 
Party Youth Wing summit 
in Awka on Sunday, while 
reacting to the comment 
and write-up of  Soludo ex-
pressed disappointed stat-
ing that Peter Obi remains 
the best candidates amongst 
others contesting for the 
seat of  the president. In his 
words:

“There’s a difference be-
tween being educated and 
Intelligent. Governor Solu-
do is educated but not In-
telligent. He lacks character. 
We igbos are republican 
people. We voted for Oba-
senjo and Yaradua. 

“Peter Obi is not an Igbo 
project. Amongst the pres-
idential candidates, psy-
chologically, mentally and 
physically, Obi is more 
qualified than others. 

“This is why Afanifere 
lead by Pa Adebanjo based 
on equity and fairness, 
agreed that they will sup-
port Obi. “What Nigeria 
needs is someone that is 
compitent. Someone that 
will change the condition of  
this nation and that person 
is Peter Obi. 

“Peter Obi has never ap-
peared before the Econom-
ic and Financial Crime 

Commission (EFCC). In 
terms of  his antecedent, he 
is more qualified than oth-
er presidential candidate . 
“On behalf  of  Labour Party 
Youth in Anambra state, we 
condemn totally the attack 
on Peter Obi. The youths 
are the future of  this nation. 
What Peter Obi is fighting 
for is for our future. We 
have to do everything possi-
ble to vote him into power”.

Court nullifies nomination 
of 4 Labour Party Assembly 
candidates in Rivers
From Godson Nwosu, 
Port Harcourt

A 
Federal High Court 
sitting in Port Har-
court has nullified 

the nomination of  four State 
House of  Assembly Labour 
Party candidates in Rivers 
State.

The presiding Judge Jus-
tice Turaki Mohammed in 
his judgment agreed with 
the PDP that Labour Par-
ty did not comply with the 
electoral act while conduct-
ing four of  the state House 
of  Assembly primary elec-
tions.

Justice Mohammed also 
directed INEC to delist the 
names of  the four affected 
Labour Party candidates 
including Labour Party’s 
nomination of  candidates 
for Obi/Akpor one and two 
constituencies, and Tai and 
Gokahana constituencies.

News echo reports that 
Justice Mohammed how-
ever did not agree with the 
PDP that the primary elec-
tions of  the Labour Party 
that produced Ahoada East 
and West State House of  
Assembly Constituency 
candidates were not moni-
tored by INEC.

You would recall that 
PDP had dragged the La-

bour Party in Rivers State 
and six state constituen-
cies’ candidates over the 
non-compliance to the new 
electoral act while conduct-
ing the Six State House of  
Assembly Constituencies 
primary.

Kwankwaso expresses regret over 
failed alliance with Peter Obi

P
residential standard 
bearer of  the New 
Nigeria Peoples Par-

ty (NNPP), Senator Rabiu 
Musa Kwankwaso, has ex-
pressed regrets over his fail-
ure to form an alliance with 
his Labour Party (LP) coun-
terpart, Mr. Peter Obi.

Sen. Kwankwaso made 
the revelation when he 
spoke at a forum with the 
Nigerian Guild of  Editors 
(NGE) and senior journal-
ists, in Lagos. 

Kwankwaso said if  the 
alliance had worked there 
would not have been current 
contemplation that there 
might be a run-off  presiden-
tial poll in 2023 because he 
and Obi would have won by 
a landslide.

 He said the alliance didn’t 
see the light of  the day be-
cause of  the insistence of  the 
Labour Party team that pow-
er must return to the south.

In the words of  Kwank-
waso, “I thought the alliance 
would be good. If  we had 
done that nobody will be 
talking about a second ballot 
in 2023.

“At our discussions the is-
sue was who will be the pres-
idential candidate and vice 
presidential candidate. Both 
parties raised negotiation 
committees.

“Our team was led by Buba 

Galadima. The committees 
looked at age, educational 
qualification, office held and 
experience. 

“At the end the other com-
mittee did not want to go 
with this, they talked about 
power shifting to the South 
and to the South East. Ni-
geria has gone beyond that, 
nobody can be president of  
Nigeria now based on ethnic 
and regional considerations.

Court Judgment: Labour Party has no
guber candidate in Enugu yet
- National Office

T
he National Secretary 
of  Labour Party, Alh. 
Umar Farouk Ibra-

him has disclosed that the 
Enugu Labour Party, cur-
rently has no guber candi-
date as a result of  the court 
judgment delivered by the 
Federal High Court in Abu-
ja.

Recall that on Novem-
ber 9, 2022, a Federal High 
Court sitting in Abuja 
sacked Barr. Chijioke Ede-
oga as the guber candidate 
of  Labour Party in Enugu 
State. 

Reacting to the publica-
tion made on Daily Post on 
16 November, 2022, titled 
“Court Judgment: Edeoga 
remains Enugu guber can-
didate, no fresh primary”, 
Alh. Umar said that the 
party has no legal right to 
regard anyone as the guber 
candidate pending when 
one emerges through a legal 

means or process.
 “Enugu Labour Party as 

it stands today has no guber 
candidate. Our party oper-
ates on well-guided rules 
and we wouldn’t want to 
go against the Federal High 
Court’s judgment by still re-
garding Chijioke Edeoga as 
a guber candidate in Enugu 
State. 

No! We can’t do that. The 
court said his emergence is 
faulty and there is nothing 
we can do about it but to do 
what the court had instruct-
ed.

Anyone parading himself  
in such capacity as Enugu 
LP guber candidate or iden-
tifying anyone presently as a 
guber candidate is not acting 
under the instruction of  our 
party. 

The long and short of  it is 
that we have no guber can-
didate yet in Enugu State”, 
Umar Farouk concluded.

Herdsmen reportedly kill 10 
residents, burn several houses
in Enugu community

O
n Monday, suspected 
Fulani herders slaugh-
tered ten people in 

Agu-Amede community in 
Eha-Amufu, Isi-Uzo Local 
Government Area of  Enu-
gu State. According to news 
reports, the invading herders 
reportedly injured several peo-
ple, plundered villages, and 
burned down buildings.

Since the second quarter of  
2021, armed Fulani herdsmen 
have sacked around 14 local 
villages in the Agu-Amede 
and Mgbuji areas.

It was also stated that a large 
number of  individuals had 
been slain, and that properties 
worth millions of  naira had 
been damaged. In addition, 
numerous people, including 
children, have been kidnapped 
by the same armed herders 
who utilize Benue State as a 
base of  operations.

According to reports, the lat-
est incident began on Saturday, 
when armed Fulani herdsmen 
raided Agu-Amede communi-
ty and killed two people before 
returning on Monday (today) 
and killing another eight peo-
ple who were returning from 
their farms and in their homes.

Many of  the victims had 
their throats sliced and multi-
ple machete wounds in their 
skulls, according to videos ob-
tained by Newsmen on Mon-
day evening.

Women were not left out 

of  the vicious onslaught this 
time, as two daughters of  a 
church cleric in the communi-
ty were killed. Odo stated that 
all members of  their commu-
nity who were residing out-
side the community had been 
summoned home, and that 
by Tuesday, the community 
would transport the bodies 
of  the deceased to the Enugu 
State Government House to 
meet with Governor Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi, who had effective-
ly, abandoned them.

According to Odo, “They 
(Fulani militias) invaded 
first on Saturday, killed two 
people. Today, they invaded 
the community again and 
killed eight people including 
our women and children. So 
many other people about, 25 
of  them were equally wound-
ed. They’re in the hospital; we 
don’t know how many people 
are going to survive.”

According to Odo, locals 
are now fleeing their homes 
due to the increasing attacks.

Odo lamented the constant 
attacks by Fulani herdsmen, 
claiming that no government 
security came to their aid in 
any of  the attacks.

“Our people cannot fight 
them with their bare hands. 
They arrive in large groups, 
armed with AK-47 rifles and 
other lethal weapons, and 
shoot and damage buildings 
for hours on end.

From Ovat Mike, Onitsha

T
he Lawmaker rep-
resenting Onitsha 
North/South Federal 

Constituency, Honourable 
Lynda Ikpeazu, has provided 
free medical services to ten 
thousand residents in Onit-
sha, the commercial city of  
Anambra State.

News Echo gathered that 
the free medical services, pro-
vided by the PDP lawmaker 
in conjunction with Doctor 
on the Move Africa, that 
commences today, Tuesday, 
November, 22nd is expected 
to end on the 26th November, 

Lawmaker flags off free
medical services to 10,000
residents in Onitsha 

2022.
Ikpeazu, flagging off  the 

exercise at Christ The King 
Parish, Oguta road Onitsha, 
said that her motivation to 
embark on the free medical 
outreach was due to econom-
ic hardships the people face.

She said the partnering 
Doctors and other health 
workers, will provide health 
education, out-patients con-
sultation, medical laboratory 
tests, scanning, dispensing of  
drugs, reading glasses and eye 
surgery and other surgeries 
for various ailments during 
the exercise.

According to the Lawmak-
er who was represented at the 
event by her Legislative Aide, 
Hon. Mortune Ikechukwu, 
the gesture was to alleviate 
the suffering of  resident of  
Onitsha North/South Fed-
eral Constituency and that it 
has no Tribal, Ethnic, Reli-
gion and Political undertone.

“With the economic situa-
tion in the state and the coun-
try at large, a lot of  people 
cannot afford quality health 
care and based on that I said 
I should provide free medical 
services for my constituents.

 ‘I know that the exercise 
will help the people to ad-
dress their health challenges 
and they don’t have to pay 
for it because we are footing 
the bills. Those that need 
to be performed surgery on 
them will go to General hos-
pital Onitsha for that free of  
charge.

 ‘We are looking at at least 
10,000 patients to be attend-
ed to here. This is a very 
big opportunity that people 
should take advantage of. A 
lot of  people have prolonged 
medical challenges which are 
supposed to be taken care of  
here. I told them that when 
they leave here they should 
tell those at home the need to 
come and check themselves 
and get treated free of  charge.

“It is my Tradition and 
Custom to be holding the free 
medical services three times 
every year to help alleviates 
their suffering healthwise. 
And it started since I was 
elected as the Lawmaker, rep-
resenting the good people of  
Onitsha Federal Constituen-
cy.

“I am out to represent and 
attract dividends of  demogra-
cy to residents of  Onitsha 
communities, she added.

Ikpeazu, who is also con-
testing to return to the Na-
tional Assembly in the 2023 
general election under the 
People Democratic Party 
(PDP), appealed to the bene-
ficiaries to ensure the vote for 
all the PDP candidates, from 
the Presidency down to the 
state houses of   Assembly.

The team leader of  the 
medical outreach, Dr Joseph 
Kidu, said that the team was 
ready to attend to any patient 
that made he/herself  availa-
ble.
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I would rather die than fail my 
supporters – Peter Obi
T

he Presidential candi-
date of  Labour Party 
(LP), Peter Obi, on 

Monday in Lagos said that he 
would rather die than fail his 
supporters.

Obi also said that the right 
leadership would eliminate 
most of  Nigeria’s challenges 
by turning the country from 
consumption to production.

Obi spoke at the Editors 
Forum, an initiative of  the 
Nigerian Guild of  Editors 
(NGE).

The former Governor of  
Anambra State said that the 
nation was going through 
many challenges mainly be-
cause it was a consuming in-
stead of  a producing country.

According to him, if  the na-
tion is productive, three quar-
ters of  its challenges could be 
solved.

He listed the challenges to 
include unemployment, pov-
erty, criminality and insecu-
rity.

“We cannot have that num-
ber of  people living in pover-
ty and not have criminality, 
banditry and so on. We must 
remove sharing formula and 
replace it with production for-
mula,” he said.

He said that Nigeria had 
fertile lands and the popula-
tion to do well in agriculture.

“The hope of  this country 
is the vast uncultivated land, 
not that oil we are seeing. My 
commitment is to put Nigeria 
into production. It is not ac-
ceptable that we cannot feed 
ourselves.

“We must get the country 
to work; all it requires is the 
leadership that understands 

and can drive the process. I 
can do that,” he said.

On his campaign funding, 
Obi said that contrary to in-
sinuations, no one else was 
funding the campaign. He 
also said that he did not give 
money to anyone to step 
down for him or walk with 
him.

“I cannot be talking about 
being transparent, about man-
aging public money without 
starting with my campaign. 
I do not pay people to work 
with me. Nobody will say he 
is funding Peter Obi’s cam-
paign. I am funding it myself.

“All those things happening 
everywhere are just that peo-
ple believe in our cause and 
give whatever it is from their 
little resources. I am encour-
aged, and I assure them that 
they are doing it for the right 
cause and I will never disap-
point them,” he said.

On Nigeria’s debt profile, 
Obi said that there was noth-
ing wrong in borrowing.

“Every nation borrows; in-
dividual businesses borrow 
all over the world. What is 
important is what we use the 
borrowed money to do. If  you 
borrow for consumption, that 
is where we have a problem.”

He said that borrowed 
money should be invested 
well to increase the country’s 
gross domestic product and 
per capita income.

“I won’t say I will not bor-
row but I will only borrow for 
investment and I will explain 
to Nigerians the need for the 
borrowing,” he added.

Promising to reduce the 
nation’s debt burden, Obi 

pledged to eliminate all 
wastes and rascality, if  elect-
ed.

On communication, Obi 
pledged to regularly interface 
with Nigerians and provide 
information on the running 
of  his government, if  elected.

He described communica-
tion as vital for good govern-

ance.
He called on Nigerians 

to elect their next president 
based on character, integrity 
competence, capacity and 
commitment.

He said that there was the 
need to prioritise the rule of  
law, law and order, education 
development and other intan-

gible assets to drive investors.
On power supply, the LP 

candidate said that adequate 
power generation and distri-
bution were not rocket sci-
ence and were achievable.

“We will support those 
generating power and do 
everything possible on dis-
tribution. I can tell you that 

within years, we will move 
from where we are, to 20,000 
mega watts, because we need 
it for production,” he said.

On technology, Obi said 
that, if  elected, his adminis-
tration would use science and 
technology to improve pro-
duction, security, education 
and job creation.

A 
Federal High Court 
sitting in Abuja has 
thrown out a suit filed 

against Senator Stella Oduah, 
seeking to invalidate her sen-
atorial candidacy under the 
Peoples Democratic Party for 
Anambra North Senatorial 
District.

The suit filed by the plain-
tiff, John Emeka, a senato-
rial aspirant under the PDP 
in the May 27 primary was 
dismissed by Justice Inyang 
Ekwo, for being status barred.

Emeka had sued Oduah, 
PDP, and INEC as 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd defendants respective-
ly alleging that Oduah lied on 
oath in her expression of  in-
terest and nomination forms.

The plaintiff  further said 
the Oduah had under oath, 
used the same information 
to participate in the previ-
ous general elections as the 
PDP’s candidate for the 2015 
and 2019 polls for Anambra 
North Senatorial District.

Justice Ekwo had on Oc-
tober 13 fixed today for judg-
ment on the matter.

In the originating sum-
mons marked: FHC/ABJ/
CS/841/2022 dated and 
filed on June 8 by his lawyer, 
Mbanefo Ikwegbue, Emeka 
prayed the court to declare 
that the information supplied 
by Oduah in her INEC Form 
CF001, with respect to her 
participation in the National 
Youth Service Corps (NYSC) 
scheme, was false.

According to him, the act 
contravenes Sections 12(1)
(a)(b)(c) and 13(1)(a) of  the 
NYSC Act.

He further prayed the court 
to declare that by reason of  
the false information given 
in her INEC Form CF 001 in 
respect of  her participation in 
the NYSC Scheme, she was 
not qualified to have contest-
ed in the said elections and 
or any other election into the 
Nigerian Senate.

Governor Uzodimma of Imo State on Monday, receiving the Torch of Unity of the National Sports Festival holding in 
Delta State.

Soludo, Okonkwo, others to attend Anambra
NUJ Correspondents’  Symposium
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

A
nambra State gov-
ernor, Chukwuma 
Soludo, Chairman 

of  United Nigeria Airlines, 
Prof  Obiora Okonkwo and 
other stakeholders will grace 
the 2022 Symposium of  the 
Correspondents Chapel of  
Nigeria Union of  Journalists 
(NUJ), Anambra State Coun-
cil.

Chairman of  the Symposi-
um Organising Committee, 
David-Chyddy Eleke who 
spoke in Awka on Monday 
said the Symposium, an an-
nual event of  the Chapel holds 
on Thursday, November 24, 

2022 by 10am at the NUJ 
Press Centre, Behind Central 
Bank of  Nigeria (CBN) Build-
ing, Awka.

Eleke who said that every 
arrangement for a hitch-free 
event has been put in place also 
disclosed that the Symposium 
with the Theme “The Role of  
the Media in Guaranteeing the 
Sanctity of  the Electoral Pro-
cess in Nigeria” features a lead 
paper presentation on theme 
to be delivered by prominent 
politician, businessman and 
philanthropist, Prof. Obiora 
Okonkwo, Chairman, United 
Nigeria Airlines.

He said another lecture on 
the  sub theme of  the sympo-
sium “The Imperative of  Tra-

ditional Media in Marketing 
State Policies: Anambra State 
as a Case Study will also  be 
delivered by the Anambra 
State Commissioner for In-
formation , Sir Paul Nwosu.

Chairman of  the Corre-
spondents Chapel, Chief  
Chuks Ilozue who assured of  
an enriching outing that will 
not only reshape the public 
thinking positively as Nige-
rian inches towards the 2023 
general election also disclosed 
that the Symposium will be 
chaired by Prof. Chinyere 
Stella Okunna, Nigeria’s first 
female Professor of  Mass 
Communication, while an-
other great journalism schol-
ar now a Royal Father, Igwe 
(Prof) Onuora Nwuneli has 
been designated as the Royal 
Father of  the Day.

Killings, human rights abuses by security 
agents high in Imo - Public Tribunal 
By Ikenna Orioha

T
he Network on Police 
Reform in Nigeria in 
Collaboration with 

National Human Rights 
Commission and Police 
Service Commission, at a 
two-day Public Tribunal on 
Police Business in Nigeria, 
South East Zone, at Immac-
ulate Royal Hotel, Owerri, 
last week, revealed that kill-
ing, arson, illegal arrest, de-
tention, intimidation (lies), 
extortion and other human 
rights abuses by the securi-
ty agents in the South East 
particularly in Imo State are 
very high with the Nigeria 
Government, the African 
Union and the International 
Community (the United Na-
tions) doing little or nothing 
to avert or stem the carnage 
and wickedness which they 
regretted retard economic 
development and social com-
fort at the zone.

The Public Tribunal while 
accusing the Police, the 
Army and the DSS of  killing, 
arson and dehumanization 
of  innocent citizens, said 
that no security agent has 
the right to kill any lawful 
citizen without due trial by 
the Court of  Law, calling on 
government to pay well and 
treat its security agents with 
dignity, reform the police, as 

well as punish any security 
agent who behaves beastly 
as to reduce the scourge and 
menace bedeviling the soci-
ety.

The Panelists who includ-
ed Ogechi Ogu, Deputy 
Director, Prisoners Rehabil-
itation and Welfare Action 
(PRAWA), Barr Eluchie 
Eze, Ex Director of  PADA, 
posited that human rights in 
the South East and Imo es-
pecially should be respected 
and maintained for an ur-

bane and sane society. 
For Imo State to get away 

from extra-judicial killing 
and other human rights 
abuses, there must be ac-
countability and reforma-
tion of  the police and other 
security agencies.

The attachment of  secu-
rity personnel to politicians 
heightens violation of  hu-
man rights and killing be-
cause politicians give them a 
lot of  money to procure ad-
ditional arms, ammunition 

and bullets”.
The Panelists added that 

“it is wrong and illegal to pay 
money for bailout to police 
in their station or elsewhere. 
Police stations are like busi-
ness centres. When bail is 
supposed to be free. People 
should speak up, be firmly 
proactive and stop giving 
bribe to police. Unlawful 
arrest, detention, extortion 
on the road or anywhere by 
security agents should stop.
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Editorial

h e  m o s t  c r i t i c a l  c h a l l e n ge Tconfronting Nigeria is leadership. 
The present and past leaders of 

Nigeria seem to have failed to provide 
quality leadership capable of addressing 
numerous challenges confronting the 
country. 

These leadership challenges are 
evidenced in political, social and economic 
instability and the prevalence of ethnic, 
communal and religious crises, which have 
bedeviled Nigerian socio economic 
development. The reverberation effects of 
the failure of leadership, corruption and 
bad governance are visible and being felt 
across all sectors and segment of the 
Nigerian society. 

Leadership and good governance are 
crucial to realizing any giant stride taken 
in pursuit of development anywhere in the 
world, Nigeria is not an exception. 

To tackle the challenges of leadership 
that bedeviled the country, Nigeria needs 
sound ethical leadership that is rooted in 
respect, service, justice, honesty and 
community. Leaders who place fairness at 
the center of decision making, including 
the challenging task of  being fair to 
individuals as well as to the common 
interest of the community they serve. It 
therefore recommended that leaders 
should have good moral conduct and 
ethical responsibility to enable them to 
attend to the demands, concerns, needs, 
and problems of the citizens in the country.

For instance, Nigeria in a launch of its 
most extensive national measure of 
multidimensional poverty, through a 
recent press release from the National 
Bureau of Statistics (NBS) read;- 

“The Federal Government of Nigeria 
through the National Bureau of Statistics 
today launched the results of the 2022 
Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) 
Survey. This survey was a collaborative 
effort between the National Bureau of 
Statistics (NBS), the National Social 
Sa fe ty -Nets  Coord ina t ing  Of f i ce 
( NA S S C O ) ,  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s 
Development Programme (UNDP), the 
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  C h i l d r e n ' s  F u n d 
(UNICEF), and the Oxford Poverty and 
Human Development Initiative (OPHI). 
The survey, which sampled over 56,000 
households across the 36 states of the 
Federation and the FCT, was conducted 
between November 2021 and February 
2022, and provides multidimensional 
poverty estimates at senatorial district 
level.

However, highlights of  the 2022 
Multidimensional Poverty Index survey 

reveal that:
“63% of persons living within Nigeria 

( 1 3 3  m i l l i o n  p e o p l e )  a r e 
multidimensionally poor. The National 
MPI is 0.257, indicating that poor people 
in Nigeria experience just over one-quarter 
of all possible deprivations.

“65% of the poor (86 million people) 
live in the North, while 35% (nearly 47 
million) live in the South. Poverty levels 
across States vary significantly, with the 
incidence of multidimensional poverty 
ranging from a low of 27% in Ondo to a 
high of 91% in Sokoto.

“Over half of the population of Nigeria 
are multidimensionally poor and cook 
with dung, wood or charcoal, rather than 
cleaner energy. High deprivations are also 
apparent nationally in sanitation, time to 
healthcare, food insecurity, and housing.

“In general, the incidence of monetary 
poverty is lower than the incidence of 
multidimensional poverty across most 
states. In Nigeria, 40.1% of people are 
poor according to the 2018/19 national 
monetary poverty line, and 63% are 
multidimensionally poor according to the 
National MPI 2022.

“Multidimensional poverty is higher in 
rural areas, where 72% of people are poor, 
compared to 42% of people in urban areas.

“The National MPI is reported with a 
linked Child MPI, which provides 
a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n 
Multidimensional Child Poverty in 
Nigeria. According to the report:

“Two-thirds (67.5%) of children (0–17) 
are multidimensionally poor according to 
the National MPI, and half (51%) of all 
poor people are children.

“The highest deprivations are in the 
indicator of child engagements – where 
over half  of  poor children lack the 
intellectual stimulation that is pivotal to 
early childhood development. Child 
poverty is prevalent in rural areas, with 
almost 90% of rural children experiencing 
poverty.

“Across the geo-political zones, the 
child MPI shows higher poverty in the 
North-East and North-West (where 90% 
of children are poor) and lower poverty in 
the South-East and South-West (74% and 
65.1% respectively). The incidence of 
Child MPI is above 50% in all States and 
greater than 95% in Bayelsa, Sokoto, 
Gombe and Kebbi.

“Four million Nigerians – 2.1% of the 
population – live with a child aged 15–17 
who is the first generation in that 
household to have completed primary 
school.

Leadership challenges and
Nigeria's multidimensional
poverty
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Opinion

here are two (admittedly Tc o n n e c t e d )  way s  o f  
appraising the Buhari 

government's eight years in office. 
The first, and the easiest route, is 
to interrogate the incumbent 
gover nment ' s  per for mance 
against the pledges it made at the 
hustings, when its measure of  the 
frustration of  the electorate with 
the inertia that had come to define 
t h e  G o o d l u c k  J o n a t h a n 
presidency, suggested that it 
might get away with promising 
just about anything to the people, 
if  only they would vote it into 
office.

There were strong reasons to 
believe then that it would not take 
a genius to f ix the sundry 
problems besetting the economy, 
once the idiot premium the 
markets were asking for to 
compensate for the incumbent 
government's cluelessness was 
removed. If  nothing else, the 
fundamentals of  the economy 
were strong. And especially on 
the domestic security challenges 
t h a t  h a d  t h e  J o n a t h a n 
administration flailing, who 
better to face up to this than an ex-
mil i tary leader who in his 
p r ev i o u s  i n c a r n a t i o n  h a d 
d e c i s i v e l y  s q u e l c h e d  t h e 
Maitatsine cult?

The second metric against 
which the  cur rent  Federa l 

Government may be assessed is 
on the evidence of  its net impact 
on the country's outcomes, 
subsequent to its taking office. 
Politically, and socially, the seams 
of  the country have never been 
this threadbare. A worsening 
security situation, as non-state 
actors shape a growing share of  
the domestic narrative, yanks at 
threads across several of  the 
country's seams. As if  this were 
not hurdle enough, a clannish 
presidency has driven an even 
faster unravelling of  the fabric of  
the state. As an economy, the 
country is a joke � riven between 
control by an increasingly inept 
public bureaucracy, and the 
susceptibility to flights of  fantasy 
of  key public functionaries.

Any how you address the 
facts, the Buhari administration 
does not come out well on any 
measure. Still, it is not aberrant on 
this gauge. Eight years ago, for 
instance, the popular sentiment 
was that having trawled the 
bottom of  a deep ravine, it would 
be hard for any government to 
u n d e r p e r f o r m  G o o d l u c k 
Jonathan's.

Short-lived stellar episodes 
as ide,  success ive  Niger ian 
governments have found ways to 
consistently lower the bar of  
achievement. So atrocious has 
this process become, that while in 
office our governments' leading 

lights invite us to remember their 
underachievement, informing us 
with relish how we will yearn for 
them long after they have left 
office. Preparing for general 
elections next year, no truth is 
more sobering than that the slate 
of  candidates for elective offices, 
especially that of  the president, 
has never been this shoddy nor 
shady.

Running all this against the 
challenges that confront us as a 
country, invariably, people whose 
job it is to think through these 
matters have questioned our 
preferred political organisation. 
Maintaining the three arms of  the 

n 1845, Karl Marx jotted Idown some notes for The 
German Ideology, a book 

that he wrote with his close 
friend Friedrich Engels. Engels 
found these notes in 1888, five 
years after Marx's death, and 
published them under the title 
Theses on Feuerbach. The 
eleventh thesis is the most 
famous: 'philosophers have 
only interpreted the world in 
var ious  ways ;  the  point , 
however, is to change it'.

The most widely accepted 
interpretation of  this thesis is 
that, in it, Marx urges people 
not only to interpret the world, 
but also to try and change it. 
However, we do not believe that 
this captures the meaning of  the 
sentence. What we believe that 
Marx is saying is that it is those 
who try to change the world 
that have a better sense of  its 
constraints and possibilities, for 
they come upon what Frantz 
Fanon calls the 'granite block' 
o f  power,  p rope r ty,  and 
privilege that prevents an easy 
transition from injustice to 
justice.

Nigeria is a very strange 
place. In Nigeria we debate 
what is real, imagined, what is 
fantasy and what is reality.

In Nigeria, we are problem 
focused.  We always have 
problems, our politicians, our 
leaders, the systems, structure, 
our past, our present and future, 
our people, our democracy, our 
elections. Everything has a 
problem. Ever ything and 
everyone is a problem.

You leave Plateau state to 
Bauchi to do an MRI scan 
because there is a problem with 
the problem. The prestigious 
and renowned University 
College Hospital Ibadan where 
it was said the Saudi royalty 
once upon a time came for their 
healthcare currently has barely 
a twenty bed ICU. See problem!

The governor of  Abia has 
done a lot including getting an 
eatery to establish an outlet in 
the state, the same Abia boasts 
of  Aba, considered one of  the 
dirtiest cities around and also 
one of  the most industrious and 
neglected by the government. 
Solution and problem joined 
together!

Tell me the state and I will 
show where the people are 
drinking multidimensional 
pove-tea from all strata of  
government. Daura in Katsina 
hasn't produced an exceptional 
student in any exam even as the 
president's homestead and the 
state continues to be plagued by 
insecurity.

F a k e  t e a c h e r s  f r o m 
A b e o k u t a  t h e  c r a d l e  o f  
knowledge to Jos, the land of  
natives and non-natives.

What are we committed to, 
what are we sacrificing for and 
to, what does Nigeria mean to 
us, let's break it if  that's a 
solution, so pedestrian and 
easy, I will remind us when the 
arm dealers are sealing and 
d e a l i n g  w i t h  T h e  N u p e 
Warlords, Anaguta freedom 
fighters, Fulani Miyetti and 
Hausa Aggrieved Warriors or 
Rare Igbo Union it won't be 
funny.

Welcome to Nigeria, in 
N i g e r i a  w e  d o n ' t  h a v e 
problems, because we are the 
problems, no. We don't have 
problems, we have situations. If  
your wife catches you with a 

neighbour's wife you don't have 
a problem, you have a situation. 
Problems are had to solve; 
situations can be solved. If  your 
girlfriend is spending more time 
with another guy, if  you don't 
have money, all these are 
s i t u a t i o n s.  C h a n ge  yo u r 
girlfriend or change your 
m i n d s e t ,  y o u r  w o r k  o r 
something.

Nigeria as a whole, as a 
country, or nation, as a people 
has a situation we have gotten to 
that point on several occasion, 
we were there and the civil war 
b r o k e  o u t ,  o u r  s e v e r a l 
ethnographic-ethno religious 
conflicts have taken us there, 
the menace of  herdsmen and 
farmers, bandits and politicians 
kee p  tak ing  us  c loser  to 
precipice.

The powerful not only 
control social wealth; they also 
control  the public policy 
discussion — and what counts 
as intellectually correct. Good 
ideas are never sufficient. They 
are not believed or enacted 
simply because they are right. 
They become the ideas of  our 
time only when those who 

come to believe in their own 
power, which use this power to 
struggle through institutions 
and advance their ideas wield 
them.

Nigeria is in a situation, will 
men of  good conscience, 
patriots stand up to be counted. 
There's no structure or system 
to build upon. Yet we must sit 
and talk about who we are and 
how we want to live, our current 
situation provides yet another 
opportunity for us to look 
forward, and understand where 
we are coming from, and take a 
leap with understanding on 
w h a t  n e e d s  t o  b e  d o n e 
according to each peculiarity.

We must as a people want to 
try and change our situation. 
Despite  the sense of  the 
constraints and possibilities, of  
the 'granite block' of  power, 
property, and privilege that 
prevents an easy transition from 
injustice to justice. We must 
want to try, we must want to 
change, we must want to solve, 
we must want a new narrative, 
are we in trouble or in a 
situation where there are 
solutions—Only time will tell

s ta te  a t  the  three  t i e r s  o f  
government is  increasingly 
thought to be too expensive, 
especially given the poor finances 
o f  t h e  s t a t e.  B e s i d e s,  t h e 
politicking that representative 
democracy calls for in a multi-
ethnic, multi-religious state 
means that the time-to-market for 
critical decisions are too long.

Is this sufficient argument for 
a dictatorship? On the positive 
s ide,  an  Alexander  I I I  o f  
Macedon would cut to the quick 
of  our litany of  problems. On 
paper, a dictatorship focused on 
correcting our ills would be 
cheaper and have faster response 

functions. But much of  the appeal 
of  the “philosopher king” is 
mythic – fables from a time when 
Oracles set tasks like untying the 
Gordian Knot to help deserving 
communities winnow leaders.

Nearly always, authoritarian 
rule leaves little room for dissent. 
Prisons overflow. Exile becomes 
the only form of  expressing 
different views. All part of  a 
process that eventually fuses the 
state and its paramount ruler. Cue 
in 80-year old Teodoro Obiang 
Nguema Mbasogo's 43-year 
presidency of  Equatorial Guinea. 
Even where the construct of  a 
benign dictator is entertained, the 
question remains, “How do we 
choose one such?” And when we 
are saddled with a malign one, 
“How do we remove him or her 
(they are rarely female, though)?”

In Africa, these are not 
academic questions. We have run 
the gamut of  would-be-dictators 
( Jose ph  Rao  Kony,  Foday 
Saybana Sankoh, etc.) and actual 
dictatorships (Idi Amin Dada 
Oumee, Jean-Bédel Bokassa, Sani 
Abacha, etc.). Our leaders may 
have failed to learn from these 
experiences. But their failure 
ought to strengthen our resolve to 
h a v e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a n d 
accountable governments.
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Think democracy is expensive?
Try autocracy

Any how you address the facts, the 
Buhari administration does not come out 

well on any measure. Still, it is not 
aberrant on this gauge. Eight years ago, for 

instance, the popular sentiment was that 
having trawled the bottom of  a deep ravine, 

it would be hard for any government to 
underperform Goodluck Jonathan's.

“
By Uddin Ifeanyi

Does Nigeria have a problem or a situation? 
By Prince Charles Dickson
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North can’t dictate to others, says Adebanjo

The Presidential candidate of Labour Party Mr Peter Obi on Tuesday, paid a visit to the Canadia’s High Commissioner 
To Nigeria Mr James Christoff.

T
he leader of  the Yoruba 
socio-cultural group, 
Afenifere, Chief  Ayo 

Adebanjo, has said the North 
cannot dictate to the rest of  
the country who becomes the 
president.

Adebanjo spoke on Mon-
day during a public lecture 
themed, ‘Nationalism and 
nation-building in Nigerian 
history,’ held at the Nigerian 
Institute of  International Af-
fairs on Victoria Island, La-
gos.

He said, “It was said that 
the South-East must come 
to negotiate with the North 
because politics is a game of  
numbers. My case is – and I 
told people yesterday – the 
case for the East is not to beg 
for a favour; it is their right. 
Yet, each time I hear that they 
should go around because the 
North has the population, 
what fraudulent population? 
You can’t sell that to me.

“They tell us to work to-
gether but unfortunately 

because they now have pro-
duced a president at the helm 
of  affairs, they say ‘no one 
can become president except 
you come to the North and 
unfortunately, some south-
erners have been brainwashed 
that they can’t do anything ex-
cept they bow to the North. I 
don’t believe it.

“What right has the North 
to dictate who will become 
our president? We were 
brought together not by peace, 
not by agreement, they forced 
us together and we agreed, so 
to continue to live together in 
peace must be by agreeable 
terms.

“The East has the right 
not because he is Igbo but 
because it is in Nigeria. The 
principle of  Afenifere is on 
ideological basis and princi-
ple of  rightness, inclusiveness 
and not any sentiment.”

The President of  the 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo, Prof. 
George Obiozor, in his open-
ing remark, explained that no 

HURIWA warns Soludo over excessive 
taxing of Anambra residents

H
URIWA, the Human 
Rights Writers As-
sociation of  Nigeria, 

has warned that Anambra 
State Governor Chukwuma 
Soludo’s ‘taxation regime’ is 
making living unpleasant and 
pushing more inhabitants into 
poverty.

According to HURIWA, 
Soludo’s ‘utopian’ worldview 
and policies will not benefit 
Anambra residents.

HURIWA’s National Coor-
dinator, Comrade Emmanuel 
Onwubiko, said in a state-
ment that rather than yielding 
profits, Governor Soludo’s 
taxation policy is pushing 
more residents of  the South-
East State into poverty.

The group urged Soludo 
to abandon extreme Central 
Bank-style policies that it 
claimed were unworkable for 
the people of  Anambra State.

HURIWA noted that since 
his inauguration on March 
17, 2022, the former CBN 
governor had introduced vari-
ous kinds of  taxes on the poor 
in Anambra.

Commenting, HURIWA’s 
Onwubiko said, “The ap-
proach of  Governor Soludo is 
most unfortunate because he 
has largely targeted the poor 

with his regime of  unbearable 
taxation instead of  the rich 
who have perfected the art 
and act of  evading taxes in 
hundreds of  millions of  naira.

“The governor’s heavy tax-
ation on the poor is akin to 
muzzling the ox when it is 
treading out the grain which 
is unrealistic and unnatural.

 “Now some tricycle oper-
ators have reportedly become 
‘part-time’ armed robbers 
robbing some unsuspecting 
members of  the public, may-
be in their warped attempt to 
remain in business by meeting 
up the unattainable heavy tax-
es they pay to Governor Solu-
do’s obnoxious tax collectors.

“With an estimated popu-
lation of  about 5,084,195 and 
a Gross Domestic Product of  
about N5.5tn, as well as a pro-
jected Internally Generated 
Revenue of  N48bn in 2023, 
Anambra is not Lagos with 
a projected IGR of  N1.1tn 
in 2023 as erroneously com-
pared by Governor Soludo 
during his recent budget pres-
entation.

“Governor Soludo’s desper-
ation surfaced recently when 
he asked sons and daughters 
of  the soil working in other 
States but with residences in 

Anambra to remit their taxes 
to the State government.

“Governor Soludo should 
stop comparing Anambra to 
Lagos to justify his despera-
tion to tax the poor to death; 
he should rather focus on the 
extremely rich and average 
individuals who are not in 
the tax net.”

The rights group wondered 
why Soludo, who boasted to 
have global connections dur-
ing the campaign, is now 
pushing mostly the poor An-

generation of  Nigerian lead-
ers since independence had 
been able to create an atmos-
phere of  credibility to ensure 
Nigeria’s claim to a political 
future as one nation.

He said, “Recently, some 
Nigerian political leaders 
have said that Nigerian unity 
is non-negotiable. This is an 
irony because these leaders 
seem to have forgotten Nige-
rian history or have failed to 
learn the lessons of  history in 

general.
“Nigerian unity is definite-

ly negotiable and must be 
re-negotiated for it to stand or 
survive the test of  time. The 
reality over the years remains 
that in spite of  the best ef-
forts of  all our leaders past or 
present, Nigerian unity is not 
guaranteed.

“It is simply, at best, an 
aspiration and not yet an 
achievement. Consequently, 
the statement that Nigerian 

unity is ‘non-negotiable’ is 
simply a historical fallacy.”

On his part, the Nation-
al Director of  Publicity of  
the Northern Elders Forum, 
Dr Hakeem Ahmed, said, 
“Some Nigerian political 
leaders have said Nigeria’s 
unity is non-negotiable. 

I don’t know who these 
people are, but I can tell you 
they are not of  the North and 
they are not related to the 
NEF.

“Nigeria’s unity is nego-
tiable. You either negotiate 
it because nations are very 
fragile and very delicate and 
you have to nurture them and 
pay attention to their need or 
they break and we are at that 
breaking point.” The guest 
lecturer, Prof. Jide Osun-
tokun, lamented that since 
1966, Nigeria had struggled to 
find a method to balance the 
regional desire for autonomy 
under a national structure.

ambra people into commer-
cial extinction with all kinds 
of  taxes.

“This is because his an-
ti-poor tax regime has impov-
erished more residents of  the 
State,” the group added.

As a result, the human 
rights advocacy group urged 
the Governor Soludo admin-
istration to implement a fast 
shift in governance and em-
brace a more people-friendly 
approach that will help the 
disadvantaged.

ASUU threatens to skip 
sessions missed during strike 
over ‘no-work-no-pay’

A
CADEMIC Staff  
Union of  Univer-
sities (ASUU) has 

threatened to skip backlog 
of  academic sessions halt-
ed by their seven months 
strike if  federal government 
persists on the no work no 
pay rule.

ASUU members, main-
ly of  University of  Port 
Harcourt (UNIPORT) 
Chapter, Rivers state, af-
ter a special congress and 
protest rally on Monday 
argued that the policy does 
not apply to them because 
they have picked up from 
where they down tools 
seven months ago and cur-
rently clearing the backlogs 
of  work, combining two 
sessions.

Chairman, ASUU, Un-
iport, Dr. Uzoma Chima, 
said, “Today’s special con-
gress and protest rally is to 
express our dissatisfaction 
with recent attempt by 
federal government of  Ni-
geria to reduce university 
lecturers to daily pay casual 
workers.

“Because we know that 
there is nowhere in the 
world where university lec-
turers are treated as casual 
workers. So, today we in-
vited parents, and students 
to let them know the state 
of  things since after the sus-
pension of  our strike.

“Since we suspended the 
strike following the Nation-
al Industrial Court order, 
we have come back to re-
sume our duties and cur-
rently doing the backlogs of  
work we should have done 
during the strike. As a un-

ion of  intellectuals, our job 
makes the no work, no pay 
policy not applicable to us.

“Because during the 
strike we were doing re-
search. It was only teaching 
we were not doing. We were 
doing research and mem-
bers engaged in community 
services. The teaching that 
was not done, we are doing 
already. We are clearing the 
backlog of  work.

“So, today, we called par-
ents and students to carry 
the issue to the public. Let 
them not see it as a fight 
for only ASUU because we 
know and it is so clear now 
that the ruling class wants 
to decimate the public uni-
versities. And of  course, as 
the eggheads of  the nation, 
we will not allow that to 
happen.”

“What we are going to do 
if  the FG refuses to listen 
to us is so simple. If  gov-
ernment continues to say 
they will not pay us, we will 
abandon the work to do for 
those sessions and that will 
mean outright cancelation 
of  those sessions.

“We will now wait for 
admission to be done for 
the 2022/2023 session so 
that we will continue from 
there.”

What that means is that 
the old students in the uni-
versity will have to lose 
those sessions, that is the 
implication.”

Some of  the inscriptions 
on their protest placards 
read, “No to Pro Rata Sal-
ary Payment, “Lecturers 
are not casual workers” and 
“FG, stop maltreatment of  
lecturers”.

2023 Election: Tinubu set for first 
media interview

B
ola Tinubu will be 
having his first media 
chat on Wednesday 

with veteran journalist, Ka-
daria Ahmed However, the 
Tinubu/Shettima Media 
Support (TMS), a media 
wing of  the APC presiden-
tial campaign council, who 
shared the information, 
did not disclose the time 
and venue for the interview 
Tinubu has been criticised 
for not speaking with the 
media since the campaign 
stated, rather, the presi-
dential candidate has been 
speaking to groups and or-

ganizations.
The All Progressives Con-

gress (APC) presidential can-
didate, Bola Tinubu, will be 
appearing for the first media 
interview with veteran jour-
nalist, Kadaria Ahmed. This 
was confirmed by the Tinu-
bu/Shettima Media Support 
(TMS), a wing of  the APC 
presidential campaign coun-
cil on its social media page 
According to TMS, the inter-
view will be held on Wednes-
day, November 23 but the 
group did not disclose the 
time and venue of  the inter-
view.
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2023: Imo NASS candidates shiver! As voters
swear to disgrace dubious, dishonourable candidates

Commissioner of Finance Imo State, Dr. Doris Anite, receiving award of excellence from CIBN.

A
s the campaign for 
2023 general elec-
tions gets tougher 

and tighter, barely 90 days 
to general election, Imo can-
didates and their campaign-
ers are becoming jittery and 
dampened in spirit follow-
ing their outright rejection 
and dejection by voters who 
have been made highly val-
uable with the introduction 
of  Bimodal Voter Accredi-
tation System (BIVAS) and 
electronic transmission of  
result by the Independent 
National Electoral Com-
mission (INEC) while the 
candidates with enviable 
records of  impeccable and 
trustworthy disposition have 

been feeling the air of  ac-
ceptance by the voters even 
before the election.

Since, the presidential and 
National Assembly elec-
tions campaigns began on 
September 28, 2022, which 
was in line with Electoral 
Act stipulated 150 days or 
five months before the presi-
dential poll on February 25, 
2023, as provided by Sec-
tion 94 (1) of  the Electoral 
Act 2022, candidates who 
have gotten the INEC clear-
ance to contest for the elec-
tion to represent their re-
spective senatorial districts 
or constituencies have been 
engaging stakeholders at 
the party levels to convince 

Abia 2023: Onuoha lacks structure to win, planted 
to destroy ADC – Party chair, Norman Obinna

T
he Abia State Chair-
man of  the African 
Democratic Congress 

(ADC), Don Norman Obin-
na, has taken a swipe at the 
party’s gubernatorial can-
didate, Bishop Samuel On-
uoha, insisting that he lacks 
the requisite capacity to lead 
the party to victory in next 
year’s general elections.

He was speaking on Mon-
day on the backdrop of  the 
recent decision of  the par-
ty to field the cleric for the 
March 2023 gubernatorial 
election in Abia State.

Recall that Onuoha had 
emerged as the governorship 
candidate of  the ADC after 
a keenly-contested primary 
election held in June 2022 in 
Umuahia, the state capital.

Mr. Nkem Ukandu, the 
INEC returning officer, Mr 
Nkem Ukandu announced 
that Sunday Onuoha scored 
330 vote cast to defeat 
his close rival, Otisi Ebi-
tu-Ukiwe, who polled a total 
of  160 votes.

The outcome of  the con-
cluded gubernatorial pri-
mary election was charac-
terized by mixed reactions 
and strong opposition by the 

party delegates and the im-
mediate past state chairman 
of  the ADC, Mr Don Nor-
man Obinna.

However, Obinna, while 
stating his position ahead of  
the main general elections 
in 2023, described the ADC 
governorship standard-bear-
er as a political lightweight 
and mole planted by a for-
mer Abia Governor, Senator 
Theodore Orji, and ruling 
Peoples Democratic Party 
to destroy the party.

He called on the elector-
ates in the state to reject On-
uoha, who he further opined 
lacked followers, and the 
needed capacity to win elec-
tions and address myriads 
of  challenges bedevilling the 
state.

According to Obinna, 
“Abia guber candidates and 
the electorates shouldn’t 
take Sunday Onuoha seri-
ously.

“He is a mole planted 
by Senator Theodore Orji 
(Ochendo) to destroy the 
ADC.

“No one should accept his 
offer to step down. He had 
no followers or structure to 
threaten anyone. Don’t give 
him money”.

the electorate on the need to 
vote them into power. 

These aspirants for var-
ious elective positions 
have started marketing 
themselves to their people 
through presentation of  
their credentials and mani-
festoes. 

They are also talking to 
voters since the new election 
dynamics does not allow for 
rigging any more. But, most 
unfortunately most of  them 
have the greatest shockers 
of  their life as voters are said 
to be embarrassing them 
with shoddy treatments.

In Imo State, here are 
the contenders working the 
tight rope, however, only 

one person will emerge win-
ner in each district or con-
stituency while the rest will 
fail home, then who will be 
the winner? Election will 
confirm though, we have 
seen it coming. 

Imo East (Owerri Zone) 
Senatorial District: Onyea-

gocha Uchechukwu (PDP), 
Mbata Alexander (APC), 
Onyewuchi Ezenwa Francis 
(LP) among others.

Imo North (Okigwe 
Zone) Senatorial District: 
Okewulonu Emmanuel 
E. (PDP), Ndubueze Pat-
rick Chiwuba (APC), Ara-
rume Ifeanyi Godwin (LP) 
among Others

Imo West (Orlu Zone) 
Senatorial District:  Izunaso 
Osita Bonaventure (APC), 
Onyereri Jones Chukwu-

di Victor (PDP), Ahize 
Charles Ugochukwu (LP) 
among Others

How, all the candidates in 
this can be lauded for sus-
taining till date but obvious-
ly some simply attempting, 
because the y do not have 
the integrity and acceptance 
that make for a win in this 
present era of  BIVAS elec-
tion.

Though, the February 25, 
2022, general election will 
decide.

Bishop Sunday Onuoha 
will battle the Abia 2023 gov-
ernorship seat election with 
the candidates of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP), 
Professor Uche Ikonne; All 
Progressives Congress, Dr 
Uche Sampson Ogah; the 
All Progressive Grand Al-
liance (APGA), Professor 
Greg Ibe; Social Democratic 
Party (SDP), Apostle Ngozi-
ka Gladys Johnson-Ogb-
uneke; Accord Party (AP), 
Ambassador Bishop Emeka 
Nwankpa, and others.

News

Suspects reveal how they killed INEC 
official in Anambra

M
any were thrown 
into tears and wail-
ing as suspected 

killers of  Osita Duruoha, a 
staff  of  the Independent Na-
tional Electoral Commission 
(INEC), said they strangle 
the electoral officer to death.

Nwobodo Samuel 
Obumneme, 26 years old 
and Malachi Chinedu 
Uzorchukwu, a 28-year-old, 
who were the suspects said 
they killed the man with the 
aim of  taking possession of  
his shuttle bus. 

The INEC staff  was first 
declared missing in Septem-
ber before his body was lat-

er found on the roadside in 
the Isuaniochi community, 
Awka north local govern-
ment area of  Anambra state.

The suspects confessed to 
the crime when they were 
paraded alongside 19 other 
suspects.

One of  the suspects, 
Uzorchukwu, disclosed 
that they pretended to hire 
Duruoha for a trip but their 
motive was to steal his bus. 
His statement reads in part:

“While leaving the house, 
Obum gave me a rope while 
he held the axe. On ap-
proaching a narrow road at 
Isuaniocha, I put the rope on 

his neck and struggled with 
him. In the process, Obum 
stepped out and assisted 
in tying his hand, leg and 
month until we got to the 
bush where we dumped the 
body.”

He said he agreed to com-
mit the crime with the hope 
of  making money from the 
proceeds of  the bus because 
he has been looking for job.

Echeng Echeng, the state 
commissioner of  police 
disclosed that detectives in 
Enugu state CID arrested 
the suspect and the shuttle of  
the deceased had been recov-
ered.

CIBN honours Imo Finance Commissioner, 
Doris Anite
By Ikenna Orioha

T
he Chartered Institute 
of  Bankers of  Nigeria 
(CIBN), Imo State 

Branch, has honoured Dr. 
Doris Nkiruka Uzoka Anite, 
Commissioner for Finance 
and Coordinating Economy, 
Imo State, at its just conclud-
ed Annual CIBN Dinner 
and Awards Night, held in 
Owerri, last week.

Of  note, the annual bank-
er’s dinner and award are 
traditional to the CIBN and 
is a time when bankers and 
members of  the institute 
gather in an atmosphere of  
relaxation, good music and 
fine cuisine to take stock 
of  the activities in the year. 
The Imo state branch of  the 
CIBN has not held this din-
ner in the last two years in 

the aftermath of  the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. This year’s 
event is part of  the 2022 
Bankers Week which began 
with a football tournament 
among banks in Owerri with 
Zenith Bank Plc emerging 
winner.

Giving the award to the 
Commissioner, the Chair-
man of  Imo State Chapter 
of  CIBN, Mr. Rogers Au-
gustune I. Nwoke, noted that 
the recipient deserves the 
honor bestowed on her as 
she supports the Governor, 
Hope Uzodimma to recover 
Imo State, saying “today, we 
are honouring very eminent 
personalities and citizens of  
Imo State who have distin-
guished themselves in their 
chosen careers. Imo State 
has produced some of  the 
best brains in banking, in-

dustry, academia and gov-
ernment. As the citations 
speak for themselves, we are 
proud to associate with these 
eminent awardees which in-
cluded the Commissioner of  
Finance, Dr. Doris Anite for 
distinguishing herself  in the 
service of  the state and hu-
manity”.

He observed that the theme 
for this year’s Annual Din-
ner and Awards is “Build-
ing Resilience for Econom-
ic Growth in a Challenged 
Economy: The Agricultural 
Finance Option”, which he 
added has been carefully 
chosen as a topic for reflec-
tion as the country tackles 
the challenges of  economic 
development and finding 
solutions to the myriads of  
problems of  governance.

Change of Name
I, formerly known
 and addressed as 

David Edward Wuya
 now wish to be known
 and adressed as 

David Ezekiel Wuya

  All documents bearing
my former names remain
valid. General Public 
please take note. 

Signed:
David Ezekiel Wuya

… Onyeaguocha, Mbata and Onyewuchi fight dirty in Owerri zone
… Okewulonu, Nwabueze and Ararume pull-hairs in Okigwe zone
… Onyeriri, Izunaso, Ahieze play rough in Orlu zone
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OCDA THIS WEEK

n furtherance of  its Icommitment towards 
the protection of  lives 

and properties, the Shared 
Prosperity Government of  
H i s  E x c e l l e n c y 
Distinguished Senator Hope 
i s  se t  to  comple te  the 
ongoing security post project 
it started through Owerri 
C a p i t a l  D e ve l o p m e n t 
Authority (OCDA), behind 
Imo State University back 
gate Aladinma in Owerri 
North Local Government 
Area of  the State.

Supervising the Security 
Post Project for the second 
time recently, the Special 
Adviser to the Governor and 
General Manager of  Owerri 
C a p i t a l  D e ve l o p m e n t 
Authority (OCDA) Engr. 
Francis Chukwu maintained 
that the intention behind the 
S e c u r i t y  Po s t  P r o j e c t 
remains to secure the lives 
a n d  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  t h e 
inhabitants of  the area 
especially the Students of  
the State owned University.

He noted that Governor 
U z o d i m m a ' s  S h a r e d 
Prosperity Administration 
places high premium on 
security hence the need to 
bring about an effective 
solution to issues of  crime 
and criminality in the area, 
emphasizing that all hands 
must be on deck in order to 
achieve the aim of  having 
adequate security at all 
times.

While restating that the 
Security post will be handed 
over to the police when 
completed, Engr. Chukwu 
expressed optimism that the 
move will put to an end the 
hitherto issues of  snatching 
of  phones and robbery of  
other valuables that the area 
has been known for.

The OCDA helmsman, 
who expressed satisfaction 
with the level of  work done 
so far on the Security Post 
Project, explained that the 
prime purpose of  the routine 
inspection was to ensure that 
the project is carried out 
according to specifications 
and standards.

Stories by Comrade Eberechukwu Okechukwu
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Imo State Government through OCDA about to
complete Security Post behind IMSU back gate
…As OCDA GM, Engr. Francis Chukwu inspects it for the second time.

OCDA GM, Engr. Francis Chukwu inspects the almost completed Security Post behind IMSU back gate, Owerri, Imo State.



Oyeyemi quoted Abel as 
confess ing that  “ the 
victim, who happened to 
be his bosom friend, was 
lured out by him and 
taken  to  h i s  s econd 
accomplice,  Clement 
Adeniyi”s farm where he 
was killed and butchered 
to pieces.”

He confessed further, 
according to Oyeyemi, 
t h a t  o n e  h e r b a l i s t 
introduced to him by 
Pastor Felix Ajadi had 
requested for a human 
head, heart, two hands 
and legs.

He was said to have 
stated further that the said 
herbalist, who is now at 
large, “promised to pay 
him the sum of  N200,000 
if  he was able to get the 
listed human parts.”

Oyeyemi said Abel 
revealed that he was paid 
N80,000 as the advance 
payment, with a promise 
that the N120,000 would 
be paid on delivery of  the 
items.

After collecting the 
advance payment, Abel 
had gone to Muyiwa, 
asking him to follow him 

After he was done, the 
undergraduate boarded a 
tricycle to his hostel in the 
Odogunyan area of  Ikorodu, 
Lagos State. 

The 28-year-old said the 
t r i c y c l e  o p e r a t o r  w a s 
conveying him and other 
p a s s e n g e r s  t o  t h e i r 
destinations in Odogunyan 
when he suddenly veered onto 
a street to avoid the traffic 

and he put me aside. He asked 
me what the crucifix was for 
and I told him I am from a 
celestial family. 

 “He then returned my 
phone and told me to call my 
people to pay a ransom for me 
before their leader, one Alhaji, 
comes. He said when their 
leader returns, he would not 
be able to help me because 
Alhaji procures human parts 
for politicians and other 
people. He said I would be 
killed if  he found me there.”

U s i n g  O m o b o b o l a ' s 
p h o n e,  t h e  k i d n a p p e r s 
contacted his mother, Ronke, 
and demanded N700,000 
ransom. 

Our correspondent who 
was with Ronke when she 
commenced negotiation with 
the suspects heard them 
telling her to choose between 
purchasing a coffin to bury her 
son and raising the money to 
secure his release. 

The kidnappers later 
agreed to collect N200,000 
and after ending the call, the 
aggrieved mother was seen 
begging people including 
church members for money 
a n d  w a s  a b l e  t o  r a i s e 
N100,000. 

S p e a k i n g  w i t h  o u r 
correspondent,  Ronke said, 
“I am not myself  as I am 
speaking to you. I heard the 
sound of  people crying on the 
phone and my son said the 
kidnappers cut two people's 
throats  l ike  cows in  an 
abattoir. I have been told to 
send the N100,000 into my 
son's account for his release.” 

somewhere.
“A s  a  l o n g  t i m e 

friend, the victim who 
didn't suspect any foul 
p l a y,  f o l l o w e d  h i m 
innocently. He was taken 
to Clement Adeniyi's 
farm, where they killed 
him and dismembered his 
body. His head was cut 
off, the heart was also 
removed. The remaining 
parts were buried in a 
shallow grave in the said 
farm,” Oyeyemi said.

Abel's confession,  
had led to the arrest of  his 
a c c o m p l i c e  a n d  t h e 
Pastor.

H o w e v e r ,  t h e 
h e r b a l i s t ,  s i m p l y 
identified as Abeeb (a.k.a 
Boko) is still being hunted 
for by the police.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 
Commissioner of  Police 
in Ogun, Lanre Bankole, 
h a s  o r d e r e d  t h e 
immediate transfer of  the 
suspects to the homicide 
section of  the State CIID 
for discreet investigation, 
while directing that the 
fleeing herbalist must be 
brought to book.

ahead.
Omobobola  sa id  the 

t r i c y c l e  o p e r a t o r  w a s 
navigating the street to link the 
expressway when he suddenly 
parked beside a bus located 
near a bush. 

He said he and other 
passengers were lamenting the 
abrupt stop beside a bush 
around 5pm when some 
armed men stepped out of  the 

O u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t 
quickly contacted the state 
Commissioner of  Police, 
Abiodun Alab i ,  and  he 
detailed the Divisional Police 
Officer, Odogunyan Police 
Station, to investigate the 
case. 

O m o b o b o l a ' s  p h o n e 
number was sent to the DPO 
who traced calls made to the 
number. 

However, after the mother 
of  the undergraduate paid the 
N100,000, the kidnappers, 
after using his ATM card to 
withdraw the money from a 
Point-of-Sale operator, used 
Omobobola's phone number 
to borrow N100,000 from 
online credit companies.

It was learnt that the 
borrowed money was also 
withdrawn and the victim was 
released around 2am on 
Sunday. 

Contacted, the Director 
of  Information and Public 
Re l a t i o n s,  L a g o s  S t a t e 
Polytechnic, Lanre Kuye, told 
our correspondent that the 
institution just got wind of  the 
case. 

He added, “We would 
make a case to the Lagos State 
Police Command to prevent 
future occurrences against 
staff  and students.” 

The state Police Public 
R e l a t i o n s  O f f i c e r ,  S P 
Benjamin Hundeyin, when 
contacted, said the command 
was on the matter, adding that 
the culprits would be arrested 
soon. 

states that Abel had told 
the police in Ogun State 
that he and Adeniyi killed 
his friend, dismembered 
and sold his head, heart 
and two hands to one 
h e r b a l i s t ,  w h o  w a s 
introduced to him by one 
Pastor Felix Ajadi.

Ngapuro.
It was learnt that after 

their outings, the girls 
usually give him between 
N 5 0 0  a n d  N 1 ,  5 0 0 
depending on the money 
they make from men on the 
day in view.

As the story has it, 
Muhammed lasted up to 
the time his cup became full 
because whenever men 
wanted to have her (him), 
the girls who go out with 
her (him) he will lie that she 
was  exper ienc ing  her 
menstrual circle.

I t  w a s  l e a r n t  o n 
Tuesday that the game 
eventually ended for him 
last week, November 16, at 
Girei market while he was 
buying an earring and 
where he was sighted by a 
man who suspected that he 
must be a male.

The man raised an 
alarm, leading to his arrest 
and then arraignment in 
court where, after his plea, 

Muyiwa's body for ritual 
purpose.”

A n  e l d e r  o f  t h e 
v i c t i m ,  O l u w a s e y i 
A d e k u n l e ,  h a d  o n 
November 15 lodged a 
report at the Owode Yewa 
divisional headquarters, 
s a y i n g  h i s  y o u n g e r 
brother left home on 
November 10, 2022, and 
never returned home.

C o n f i r m i n g  t h e 
incident on Tuesday, the 
O g u n  S t a t e  p o l i c e 
spokesman, Abimbola 
Oyeyemi, said the DPO 
of  Owode Yewa division, 
C S P  M o h a m m e d  S. 
Baba, working on the 
complaint, detailed his 
crack detectives to unravel 
the mystery behind the 
sudden disappearance of  
Muyiwa.

“In the course of  their 
invest igat ion,  i t  was 
discovered that Idowu 
Abel was the person who 
came to pick the missing 
man from his house on 
that fateful day,” Oyeyemi 
said.

With this discovery, 
the said Abel was traced 
and arrested.

On inter rogation, 

A
n undergraduate of  
t h e  L a g o s  S t a t e 
P o l y t e c h n i c , 

Marvelous Omobobola, who 
was abducted by a kidnap 
syndicate in the state, has been 
released after his family 
members paid N200,000 
ransom. 

Reports gathered that 
Omobobola went to school on 
Saturday to sign a SIWES 
form. 

bus, pounced on them and 
whisked them away. 

Narrating his ordeal to 
o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t , 
Omobobola said, “I went to 
school on Saturday to sign my 
SIWES form because we were 
to start exams on Monday.

“When I was done around 
5pm, I boarded a tricycle from 
my school to my hostel in 
Odogunyan. There was traffic 
along the way so the tricycle 
operator diverted into a street. 

“We were three at the back 
of  the tricycle and one man sat 
beside the tricycle operator at 
the front. We asked why he left 
the road and he told us it was 
because of  the traffic. 

 “Suddenly, the tricycle 
operator parked beside a bus 
and some men with guns 
pounced on us and ordered us 
into the bus that was parked 
near a bush. We met some 
people on the bus when we 
entered it.” 

Omobobola  sa id  the 
tricycle operator left to bring 
more victims, adding that the 
k idnappers  se ized  the i r 
p h o n e s  t o  k e e p  t h e m 
incommunicado. 

The undergraduate said, 
“They drove us into the bush 
where some people visited to 
price us like goats. Some 
people among my group were 
taken away into a room where 
they were killed and well-
dressed people came with 
coolers for their body parts. 

“When we were told to 
take off  our clothes, one of  the 
kidnappers saw the Celestial 
Church crucifix on my waist 

 man identified 

Aas Idowu Abel 
had confessed to 

the police how he and his 
accomplice,  Clement 
Adeniyi, killed his close 
f r i e n d ,  A d e k u n l e 
Muyiwa, in cold blood.

Report reaching us 

A
 man in Adamawa 
State, Muhammed 
A b u b a k a r  h a s 

owned up to dressing as a 
woman and making money 
from unsuspecting men.

Muhammed, a holder 
of  Diploma in Business 
Management from the 
A d a m a w a  S t a t e 
Polytechnic, Yola, said he 
dresses like a woman and 
f o l l o w s  w o m e n  w h o 
exp lo i t  men  showing 
amorous interest.

M u h a m m e d ,  w h o 
hails from Tashan Sani in 
Yola South LGA and goes 
by the female name of  
Fadi, confessed to a Chief  
Magistrate Court in Girei, 
near the State capital, Yola, 
that he was working in 
close conivance with his 
female friends.

He pleaded guilty to 
the charges against him 
after he was arraigned 
before the court by Police 
P r o s e c u t o r,  Wa m k a i 

It was gathered that 
the trio of  Abel, Adeniyi 
and the so-called Pastor 
Ajadi were arrested by 
men of  the Ogun State 
Pol ice  Command on 
Saturday, November 19, 
2022, “for abducting, 
killing and dismembering 

the prosecutor, Inspector 
Wamkai, applied that he be 
tried summarily under 
s e c t i o n  3 5 1  o f  t h e 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  
Criminal Justice Law.

The Chief  Magistrate 
Court, presided over by 
Martina Gregory, after 
taking his plea of  guilt, 
o r d e r e d  t h a t  h e  b e 
r e m a n d e d  i n  p r i s o n 
custody until December 5, 
2022.
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I killed my friend, sold head, heart for N200,000 – Man confesses 

Man confesses to dressing as woman
to get money from men

Kidnappers selling human parts abduct
LASPOTECH undergraduate 
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Hon. Lynda Ikpeazu representing Onitsha North/South Federal Constituency provides free medical services to 10,000 
constituents.

Contract agreement: Court orders CBN to 
deduct N30bn Ebonyi Allocation
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

F
ederal High Court, 
Port Hercourt Divi-
sion, has ordered the 

Central Bank of  Nigeria to 
commence deduction of  over 
N30billion from the Federa-
tion Allocation Account, for 
Ebonyi State Government.

In its Order Absolute, the 
Court equally ruled that the 
Ebonyi State Government 
should pay the firm, AN-
DREW BISHOPTON NIG 
LIMITED and its partners, 
Mauritz Walton Nig Limited, 
the sum of  N118,787,380.00) 
and other sums for failing to 
keep to the terms of  the con-
tract agreement, it entered 
with the latter. 

Recall that in 2016, the Eb-
onyi State Government con-
tracted ANDREW BISH-
OPTON NIG LIMITED to 
pursue and recover monies 
illegally deducted on both its 
foreign and local loans and 
facilities.  

The firm, it was gathered, 
approached the Court fol-

lowing the state government 
alleged reluctance to keep to 
the agreed contract terms, a 
development that led to the 
illegal arrest and detention of  
the a senior staff  of  the con-
sultancy organisation, Mrs 
Jackie Ikeotuonye, by the for-
mer. 

The Court, presided over 
by Justice S. Dalyop Pam, 
in its Order Absolute, ruled 
that one of  the Applicants 
or Judgment Creditors, AN-
DREW BISHOPTON NIG 
LIMITED, were treated un-
fairly by the Government.

A copy of  the Ruling, dat-
ed November 2, 2022, which 
was obtained by our Corre-
spondent, on Monday, read, 
“Upon this Garnishee Pro-
ceedings dated and filed  on 
the 18th of  July, 2022, and 
coming  up for Ruling today, 
the 2nd day of  November, 
2022. 

“Whereas all the parties are 
absent. 

“M.N. Mohammed, SAN 
with K. Nkwocha, Esq. and 
R. Asher, Esq. of  Counsel for 
the Judgment Creditors. 

“P.N. Zephaniah, Esq. of  
Counsel for the 1st Garnishee 
Respondent. 

“And the Honourable 
Court having delivered its 
Ruling in the open court to-
day, the 2nd day of  Novem-
ber, 2022. 

“It is hereby ordered as fol-
lows:

“An Order Absolute of  this 
Honourable Court is hereby 
made DIRECTING the 2nd 
Garnishee (United Bank for 
Africa Plc) to, within 24 hours, 
pay the sum of  One Hundred 
and Eighteen Million, Seven 
and Eighty-Seven Thousand, 
Three Hundred and Eighty 
Naira) (N118,787,380.00) 
Only, attached from the ac-
count maintained by the 
Judgment Debtor, Govern-
ment of  Ebonyi State known 
as Ebonyi State Government 
Treasury Single Account with 
Account No: 1001158077 
maintained with the 2nd Gar-
nishee Bank, United Bank for 
Africa Plc into the designat-
ed Account Name: Mauritz 
Walton Nig Limited, Bank 
Name: Wema Bank Plc, Ac-

count No: 0122765584, to 
liquidate the judgment in this 
suit. 

“An Order Absolute of  
this Honourable Court is 
hereby made DIRECTING 
the 1st Garnishee Bank (the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria) to 
deduct at source, the sum 
of  US29,854,856.9 (Twenty 
Nine Million, Eight Hun-
dred and Fifty Four Thou-
sand, Eight Hundred and 
Fifty-Six Dollars, Nine 
Cents) Only and the sum of  
N3,100,000,000.00 (Thirty 
Billion, One Hundred Mil-
lion Naira) Only , respectively 
from the monthly Federation 
Allocation Account of  the 
Judgment Debtor, Ebonyi 
State Government and credit 
same into the designated Ac-
count of  the 2nd Judgment 
Creditor, Mauritz Walton 
Nig Limited, Bank Name: 
Wema Bank, Bank Account: 
0122765584, to liquidate the 
judgment sum in this suit.

“Issued at Port Hercourt, 
under the seal of  the Court 
and the Hand of  the Presid-
ing Judge, this 2nd day of  No-
vember, 2022.”

News

Govt neglect responsible 
for deaths in Abia oil
communities - Nwasimuo
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia 

T
he Deputy Gover-
norship candidate of  
African Democrat-

ic Congress (ADC), Mrs 
Nwasimuo Glory Ngozi 
has cried out that her peo-
ple of  oil producing areas 
of  Ukwa East and West 
are dying of  environmental 
degradation and total ne-
glect of  successive govern-
ments in Abia State.

This situation she said, 
has left the Ukwa axis of  
the State with the worst 
conditions of  under-devel-
opment.

The Deputy Governor-
ship candidate raised the 
alarm in Umuahia while 
addressing students of  
Abia South Senatorial dis-
trict who were at came to 
pledge their support for the 
guber candidate of  ADC, 

Bishop Sunday Onuoha.
She regretted that despite 

barrels of  oil being drilled 
from her Ukwa area of  
Abia State per day, the peo-
ple have nothing to show 
for it.

Mrs Nwasimuo howev-
er expressed reprieve that 
the 2023 guber election 
will produce a good gov-
ernance in the person of  
Bishop Sunday Onuoha 
who according to her, has 
understands the plight of  
rural people .

Earlier in their address, 
the members of  Abia 
South Students Forum/
Youths for good forum, led 
by Comrade Emeka Chig-
bu cried out that payment 
of  gratuities has allegedly 
been abolished in the State 
for over 20 years, which he 
said, has claimed the lives 
of  many pensioners.

He noted that the plight 
of  their aged parents and 
rising unemployment 
made it imperative that 
they should endorse Bish-
op Sunday Onuoha who 
he said has proved himself  
with establishment of  job 
creating industries in Abia.

Comrade Chigbu further 
faulted the ruling PDP in 
Abia for not zoning power 
to Abia North in line with 
fledging power shifting 
agreement.

New Imo NUJ Chairman, 
Nwanguma calls for unity

T
he Editor of  Imo based 
Newspaper, Starpost 
Express, Comrade 

Ifeanyi Nwanguma, on Sat-
urday November 19, 2022, 
emerged the new Chairman, 
Nigeria Union of  Journalists, 
NUJ, Imo State Council.

The election which held 
at the new NUJ Secretari-
at, New Owerri, Imo state, 
is widely adjudged fair and 
peaceful. 

Nwanguma, became a 
consensus candidate in the 
election when Chief  Christo-
pher Akaraonye, the imme-
diate past Chairman of  Imo 
Council, stepped down from 

the contest on the grounds of  
integrity, insisting his action 
was to counter the “sit-tight 
syndrome” and the “do or die 
style” of   politics being expe-
rienced in our political space.

Mrs. Treasure Ihechi Nwa-
ma of  State Information 
Chapel emerged the secretary. 
While, the Managing Editor, 
Eastern Update, Comrade 
Emma Odibo returned un-
opposed as Vice Chairman. 
Equally, Comrade Longinus 
Anyanwu of  Hero Newspa-
per Chapel was returned un-
opposed as Auditor. 

According to the Electoral 
Committee Chairman, Fran-
cis Ebonugwo, “The National 
leadership of  the NUJ direct-
ed that other Elective posts of  
Assistant Secretary, Financial 
Secretary and Treasurer of  the 
Council shall be duly conduct-
ed in a fortnight”

Inaugurating the new Ex-
ecutive of  Imo NUJ, the Vice 
President for South East, 
Comrade Emmanuel Ifesin-
achi with the South East Zon-

al Secretary, Comrade Eze 
Adiuku charged the New Ex-
ecutive to uphold the virtues 
of  the Journalism profession 
in the state and carry the Un-
ion to greater heights.

In his acceptance speech, 
the new Chairman of  Imo 
NUJ, Comrade Ifeanyi 
Nwanguma expressed joy 
over the confidence reposed 
in him.

He thanked the former 
Chairman, Chief  Akaraonye 
for outrightly endorsing his 
emergence by stepping down 

for him in the election.
Comrade Nwanguma as-

sured to continue the good 
works of  his predecessor stat-
ing that he will lead the union 
into “Total Recovery” of  all 
lost glory.

“I am short of  words; first 
of  all, I want to thank the Na-
tional President and National 
Secretary for their efforts to 
ensure that we have a peace-
ful and transparent election. I 
equally thank the zonal Vice 
President and Secretary for 
their efforts in ensuring that 
we have a fair election in Imo 
Council.”

Nwanguma added that 

“Imo Council is united. I 
want to assure you my broth-
ers and sisters that I will con-
tinue from where the immedi-
ate past Chairman stopped”

“And we are going to put 
efforts to ensure that we have 
one United NUJ in Imo state. 
I call on everybody to keep 
aside every personal differenc-
es, come back and join hands 
with us to have one NUJ”

“Let me use this Opportu-
nity to express my profound 
gratitude to the past NUJ 
Chairman, Chief  Christopher 
Akaraonye; He remains my 
father in Imo Politics; for tak-
ing the pains in endorsing me. 

I promise to always consult 
him”

Earlier in his speech, the for-
mer Chairman of  the Union, 
Chief  Akaraonye thanked 
journalists in the state for all 
the support given him and the 
past Executives and called on 
them to extend the gestures 
towards the new Chairman 
and Excutives.

Akaraonye who recognized 
the new Chairman as his be-
loved son prayed for greater 
success in his tenure.

“I appeal to you people to 
give the same support you 
gave to me and my Excutives 
during my tenure; I want you 
to give it to my people so that 
this Union will continue to be 
thicker and thicker. God bless 
you all”

The exercise witnessed a 
good turnout of  journalists 
who participated in the elec-
tion.

…Promises to move State Council to greater heights
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S
witzerland hope to 
secure early points in a 
tough group G when 

they face Cameroon in their 
Wor ld  Cup  opener  on 
Thursday after a year of  
solid performances on the 
European stage.

The Swiss reached the 
Euro 2020 quarterfinals 
before losing a penalty 
shootout to Spain. They also 
finished ahead of  Italy in 
their World Cup qualifying 
group to avoid the playoffs.

With  Grani t  Xhaka 
anchoring the midfield and 
X h e r d a n  S h a q i r i 
commanding the f lank, 
Switzerland are expected to 
dominate Cameroon and, at 
the very least, cause trouble 
f o r  t h e i r  o t h e r  g r o u p 

o p p o n e n t s  S e r b i a  a n d 
favourites Brazil.

The biggest question 
mark comes between the 
posts. Manager Murat Yakin 
h a s  s e l e c t e d  f o u r 
goalkeepers due to injury 
concerns over starter Yann 
Sommer and back-up Jonas 
Oml in ,  ca l l ing  up  RB 
Salzburg's Philipp Kohn as 
o n e  o f  t wo  u n c a p p e d 
members of  the squad.

Although Cameroon are 
considered the least likely 
side in the section to reach 

N
i g e r i a  w i n g e r 
S a m u e l 
Chukwueze would 

be  a  g rea t  s ign ing  for 
Premier League club, Aston 
Villa, according to analyst, 
Pete O'Rourke.

Chukwueze has been 
tipped to reunite with former 
Villarreal manager, Unai 
Emery at Villa Park.

audi Arabia's shocking 

Swin against Argentina 
in the ongoing 2022 

FIFA World Cup on Tuesday 
in Qatar was an example of  a 
d r a m a t i c  u n d e r d o g 
comeback and the latest on 
the list of  biggest shocks in 
World Cup history. 

With the whole world 
wa t c h i n g ,  r e m a r k a b l e, 
un forge t tab le  and  jaw-
dropping  moments are 
created by participating 
teams at the World Cup, with 
many David and Goliath 
moments as tournament 

dreams are made and broken 
on a global stage 

Here are five biggest 
shocks in World Cup history;

1. Argentina 1-2 Saudi 
Arabia (2022)

Argentina were one of  
the favourites to win the 
ongoing 2022 World Cup in 
Qatar but they were severely 
stunned at their opening 
match as underdogs Saudi 
Arabia defeated them 2-1 in a 
resilient performance.

Although,  the Copa 
A m e r i c a  w i n n e r s  h a d 
arguably the greatest player in 

the world on their side, seven-
time Ballon d'Or winner 
Lionel Messi, they struggled 
all through the match and 
could not get any point out of  
it, with Messi's penalty being 
the only goal for the South 
American side 

Scaloni's players needed 
to avoid defeat to equal Italy's 
record of  37 international 
matches unbeaten, and they 
were expected to break it 
against Mexico in their 
subsequent game. As it was, 
their resolute opponents 
deservedly held on for one of  

the most memorable results 
in history. 

The Saudi Arabia side 
turned the game around 
immediately after the second 
half  resumed with Saleh 
Alshehri's goal, 48�, leveling 
up with Argentina and Saleh 
Aldawsari's 53rd minute 
winning goal.

2. Senegal 1-0 France 
(2002)

In the 2002 World Cup in 
Japan and South Korea, 
Roger Lemerre's France 
struggled without Zinedine 
Zidane in their opener despite 

the talents of  Thierry Henry 
and Patrick Vieira, 

S e n e g a l  t o o k  f u l l 
advantage of  France's stage 
f r i g h t  t o  a n n o u n c e 
themselves on the World Cup 
stage, through Papa Bouba 
Diop's iconic winner. 

3. Switzerland 1-0 Spain 
(2010)

Spain's Euro 2008 win 
placed La Roja amongst the 
favourites in South Africa but 
Vicente del Bosque's side 
struggled on their opening 
night in Durban. 

With an unfamiliar lack 
of  cohesion opening the door 
f o r  t h e  S w i s s ,  G e l s o n 
Fernandes scrambled them in 
front, and Spain simply failed 

to react. 
Ultimately the defeat did 

not derail Spain, but del 
Bosque was clear on the 
impact it had on refocusing 
his players, as Andres Iniesta 
went on to clinch their first-
ever world title. 

4. Republic of  Ireland 1-0 
Italy (1994)

Ireland's  r un to the 
quarter-finals of  Italia '90 put 
the Boys in Green on the 
international football map 
but their defeat to the hosts 
linger long in the memory. 

Ja c k  C h a r l t o n  h a d 
revenge on his mind as they 
faced a rematch with Italy in 
the sweltering heat of  New 
Jersey.

A
 bold and brilliant 
Saudi Arabia pulled 
o f f  o n e  o f  t h e 

World Cup's biggest shocks 
as they came from behind to 
s tun two-t ime winners 
Argentina in a fantastic 
Group C opener in Lusail.

Ranked 51st in the world, 
Saudi Arabia could have 
been done and dusted in the 
first half  as Lionel Messi 
opened the scoring from the 
p e n a l t y  s p o t  b e f o r e 
Argentina had three goals 
ruled out for offside.

But Saudi Arabia flipped 
the game on its head in a 
stunning 10-minute period 
after half-time, Saleh Al-
Shehri levelling with a low 
effort and Salem Al Dawsari 
firing them ahead to spark 
pandemonium in the stands.

Having shown thei r 
ruthlessness at one end, the 
G r e e n  F a l c o n s 
demonstrated a ruggedness 
at the other, holding a stellar 
Argentina front line at bay to 
secure only their fourth 
World Cup win in history 
and throw the group wide 
open.

L i o n e l  S c a l o n i ' s 
Argentina came into the 
tournament among the 
favourites, on the back of  a 

36-game unbeaten run that 
included winning the 2021 
Copa America.

They now have it all to do 
to keep alive their hopes of  a 
first global triumph since 

1986 and give Messi a fitting 
ending to what is very likely 
his World Cup swansong.

They face Mexico on 
Sa turday,  whi le  Saudi 
Arabia take on Poland.

t h e  r o u n d  o f  1 6 ,  t h e 
attacking talent of  players 
such as Napoli's Andre-
Frank Zambo Anguissa has 
the potential to rattle the 
Swiss defence.

But Cameroon – playing 
in an eighth World Cup, a 
r e c o r d  n u m b e r  o f  
appearances for an African 
nation – have failed to leave 
their mark at the finals since 
the 1990 edition of  the 
tournament, when they 
dazzled by reaching the 
quarterfinals.

Emery recently took 
charge at the Midlands club 
and is reportedly looking to 
raid his former club with 
Chukwueze among the 
targets.

The duo also enjoyed a 
good working relationship 
during Emery's time in 
c h a r g e  o f  t h e  Ye l l ow 
Submarine.

The Indomitable Lions 
have gone out at the group 
stage of  all the World Cups 
they have played in since 
their 1990 exploits, winning 
only one of  15 matches.

Cameroon will aim to at 
least get another World Cup 
victory this time, a task that 
could prove difficult for a 
side that qualified thanks to 
a stoppage-time goal at the 
end of  extra time in the 
second leg of  their playoff  tie 
away to Algeria.

“When you get a new 
manager at a club they 
always look to sign players 
that they have worked with 
b e f o r e  a n d  k n o w . 
Chukwueze would be one of  
those that Emery trusts for 
Vi l l a ,”  O ' Ro u r k e  t o l d 
Football FanCast.

“He is looking to improve 
Aston Villa 's  attacking 
output, and Chukwueze 
would definitely add to 
them. He's a tricky winger 
who can score goals and 
provide goals. He's someone 
who would definitely add 
some pace to the Villa attack 
as well.”

The 23-year-old moved to 
Villarreal from Diamond 
Football Academy in 2018.

The pacy winger has 
scored 14 goals and recorded 
15 assists in 94 appearances 
across all competitions for 
Villarreal.

C h u k w u e z e ,  w h o 
currently has two years 
remaining on his contract, is 
valued around €20m.

SPORTS
Qatar 2022: Swiss eye strong start in opener against Cameroon

FIFA Shocker: Saudi Arabia shock
Messi-led Argentina 2-1

Transfer: Chukwueze tipped to be a
great signing for Aston Villa

Chukwueze

Shaqiri Aboubakar
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Kidnappers selling human parts
abduct LASPOTECH undergraduate 

I killed my friend, sold head,
heart for N200,000 – Man confesses 


