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Customers relocate to Imo, as Abia First Bank
branches close for 3 weeks 

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
re you are a custom-
er of  First Bank Nig 
PLC in the Imo and 

Enugu States and you have 
been wondering why the 
halls are  been overcrowded 
recently  ? The pressure is 
coming from Abia State.

All branches of  First Bank 
PLC numbering over 20 
were sealed three weeks ago 
by an order of  Court of  Ap-
peals, Owerri and they have 
remained closed since then.

As a result of  this, many 
customers of  the bank in 
Abia have now discovered 
a new access to their money 
and that new route is to do 
business in the nearest First 
Bank branches in Imo, An-
ambra and Enugu States.

A special  visit to different 
branches of  First Bank by 
this correspondent showed 
that First Bank has 3 branch-
es in Umuahia , 1 branch in 
Ohafia, 1 in Arochukwu , 
1 in Ahaba Imenyi (Akara 
junction ) 1 branch in Isuochi 
and about 10 branches in 
Aba are all  under lock by the 
orders of  the judiciary .

The oldest bank in Nige-
ria, reportedly owes some 
debts to an Umuahia-based 
company, Standard Poly-
plastic Industries LTD situ-

ated at 85/87 Aba road and 
the debts is a judgment order 
by the Appeal Court.

While the debt, as pasted 
on the walls of  First Bank 
branches breach is N5m, 
the bank also allegedly owes 
the company some debt in 
American dollars.

It was gathered that Stand-
ard Polyplastic Industry   ap-
pealed an earlier judgment, 
which had gone in favour of  
the bank and it eventually se-
cured victory on the matter 
against the bank.

Another finding also re-
vealed that the suit started 
about 21 years ago when the 
company was still in produc-
tion and has been lingering 
in different Courts until the 
recent judgement by the Ap-
peal Court .

A source in the banking 
sector told this paper under 
anonymity that the compa-
ny is insisting that payment 
of  the said debt which is in 
American dollars should be 
made in the current Dol-
lar-Naira exchange rate and 
not the old exchange rate of  
about 21 years ago.

This demand , according 
to the banker, did  not go 
down well with the bank as 
it insisted that should it agree 
to pay anything , the pay-
ment should only  be made 
according to the rate of  the 

foreign exchange in the old 
year of  the originating suit.

Though First bank has not 
issued any official statement 
concerning the problem, 
some senior staff  who was 
met standing outside the 
bank’s gates said they may 
be penalised if  they spoke on 
the issue.

One of  such official 
Umuahia main branch ex-
plained that since the bank 
was closed by a Court order, 
it may amount to disrespect 
of  court to speak on the 
same issue.

The female official how-
ever promised that efforts 
were  on to settle the matter 
and get the bank reopened 
for business soon even as she 
acknowledged that the bank 
was losing heavy revenue 
since the closure .

Many of  the affected cus-
tomers who could not wait 
any longer, now travel down 
to Okigwe, Owerri, Mbaise, 
Mbano in Imo State while 
those from Umunneochi 
now go to either Enugu or 
Anambra branches of  First 
Bank for transactions.

Businessmen in Aba and 
government officials from 
Umuahia who also have 
cheques to deposit or cash 
also take the trans-Abia trip 
to Imo or elsewhere.

However, youthful cus-

tomers who installed mobile 
bank applications on their 
phones have been transfer-
ring their money away to 
other banks in Abia and sub-
sequently withdrawing them 
from the other end.

A businesswoman, Mrs 
Erinma Echeta who deals 
in children’s wears in  Ariar-
ia Aba complained that the 
money she intended to use 

for  Christmas season was 
trapped in Aba and to beat 
the importation deadline, “ I 
went to Okigwe to withdraw 
the money before it will be-
come too late.

Mrs Echeta  said it was 
shameful that First bank 
would be subjecting her cus-
tomers to pains. Unfortu-
nately, some sick elderly cus-
tomers have resorted to fate, 

waiting till the day the bank’s 
doors will be reopened. 

It would be recalled Abia 
State Internal Revenue Ser-
vice had also sealed Abia 
State branches of  First Bank 
twice in 2021, on the allega-
tions that the bank failed to 
remit millions of  naira worth 
of  income and other taxes to 
the government agency.

ACOMIN, CBOs partner to improve primary
health care services in Anambra
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
COMIN state coor-
dinator says the de-
cision followed neg-

ative impacts of  COVID-19 
pandemic with attendant 
disruption to health servic-
es. Civil Societies for Malar-
ia Control, Immunization 
and Nutrition (ACOMIN) 
and Community-based Or-
ganizations (CBOs) have 
expressed their prepared-
ness to support efforts of  
Anambra State govern-
ment to strengthen Primary 
Healthcare Centers (PHCs) 
in the state. State Coordi-
nator, ACOMIN, Chioma 
Okeke, in a media briefing, 
said the decision followed 
negative impacts of  COV-
ID-19 pandemic with at-
tendant disruption to health 
services across the state. 

Okeke, represented by her 
deputy, John Ibekwe, identi-
fied three major health pri-
orities of  HIV, Tuberculosis 
and Malaria (ATM) as main 

areas of  concern as well as 
increasing reported cases of  
gender-based and domestic 
violence.

She urged various com-
munities to take ownership 
of  the PHCs for effective 
service delivery, just as she 
called on government and 
relevant stakeholders to 
support the CBOs in imple-
menting the project towards 
improving health outcomes.

State Program Officer, 
Mr Wisdom Jacob said the 
project would contribute to 
making foundational chang-
es by strengthening health 
systems through targeted in-
terventions that support fed-
eral and state government 
policies, as well as strat-
egies to drive sustainable 
improvement to maximize 
impact of  ATM and other 
diseases.

He said, “The COVID-19 
(Response Mechanism/
Resilience Sustainable Sys-
tem of  Health (RM/RSSH) 
project is a grant funded by 
the Global Fund through 

Tears, as family of 4 who died in 
accident are buried in Olokoro

From Dan Maduagwu , 
Umuahia

I
t was wailing galore in 
Itaja Olokoro, Umua-
hia South LGA of  Abia 

State as the bodies of  four 
family members who died 
in a road accident were bur-
ied.

The accident victims Mr 
Kelvin Uzuegbu, his wife 
Agatha and their son, Dar-
lington and another daugh-
ter lost their lives in the fatal 
accident.

The victims were involved 
in the accident in August 
,2022 when the Golf  car 
Mr Kelvin Uzuegbu was 
driving , crashed into a 
stationary struck near the 
Osisioma junction of  Enu-
gu-Aba-Portharcourt ex-

pressway  in Aba.
The Uzuegbus before 

their untimely death were 
returning to Port Harcourt 
after attending a wedding 
ceremony of  their relative 
in Umuahia .

An eye witness had told 
journalists that the late 
Kelvin was trying to avoid 
hitting an elderly woman 
who strayed onto the fed-
eral highway but before he 
could control the situation, 
he crashed into the truck.

While the couple and 
their first son, Darlington 
died instantly on the spot, 
one of  their daughters gave 
up the ghost at Federal 
Medical Centre Umuahia 
where she was rushed to.

Two surviving children 
of  the late couple are still 
recuperating from serious 
injuries they sustained.

Speaking to News Echo 
during the burial, some in-
digenes of   Olokoro and 
friends to the family de-
scribed the incident as a 
major disaster .

To Mr Brandy Uzuegbu , 

Kelechi Iwegbula and Mike 
Uzomba and others , the 
death of  the four indigenes 
was a calamity.

They prayed God to ac-
cept the souls of  the Uzueg-
bus and to protect and also 
provide help for the two lit-
tle kids they left behind.

Another friend who 
pleaded anonymity revealed 
that the late Kelvin was re-
turning to the Rivers State 
capital to resume duty in his 
office the next Monday but 
unfortunately the journey 
was cut short.

Meanwhile, late Nolly-
wood Actor, Emma Buchi 
has been buried in Umuagu 
Ohuhu, Umuahia North 
LGA of  Abia State.

Buchi’s lifeless body was 
discovered in his residence 
at Asaba, Delta State by 
neighbours. His death was 
linked to his personal assis-
tant, one Mr Uchenna who 
was alleged to have stran-
gled the actor inside his 
Asaba residence. The mat-
ter is still under Police inves-
tigations before the burial.

2023 Presidency: Tinubu, Atiku, Obi 
challenged to debate by Sowore

O
moyele Sowore, 
the African Action 
Congress (AAC) 

presidential candidate for 
the 2023 elections, chal-
lenged his counterparts 
in other parties to a dis-
cussion on Wednesday to 
explore ideas for moving 
Nigeria forward.

In a  television interview, 
he specifically challenged 
Peter Obi, the presidential 
candidate of  the Labour 
Party (LP), Bola Tinubu of  
the All Progressives Con-
gress (APC), and Atiku 
Abubakar of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP).

 “Bring me and Obi to 
discuss our ideas on your 
show, I guarantee that he 
would not come,” Sowore 
stated.  “I know the other 

two people will not show 
up – Tinubu and Atiku 
dare not show you. They 
should be afraid because 
anybody who has got no 
idea should be afraid.

“They should be afraid 
because anybody who 
has got no idea should be 
afraid.”

On whether he is angry 
with Obi whose support 
base is mainly with youths, 
Sowore, who also con-
tested the 2019 presiden-
tial election, said, “Was I 
angry about Peter Obi in 
1992, 1993 when I fought 
the military? Peter Obi was 
not even known.

“Any campaign that is 
childish and that doesn’t 
address the issues is rele-
vant but not important.”

the National Agency for 
the Control of  HIV/AIDS 
(NACA).  “It is geared to -
ward four priority inter-
ventions; Gender-based 
violence prevention and 
post-violence care, Re-
spond to human rights and 
gender-related barriers to 
services, Community Led 
Monitoring and advocacy 
and Social mobilization. 

 “The C19RM/RSSH 
grant will be implemented 
between the period of  2022 
– 2023 in Anambra State 
by three networks compris-
ing HIV/AIDS, Tubercu-
losis and Malaria (ATM) 
through 15 selected CBOs 
(five per network) coordi-
nated by ACOMIN.”

Also speaking, State Co-
ordinator, TB Network, 
Ifeyinwa Unachukwu said 
the project is to be piloted 
in selected five local gov-
ernment areas of  the state, 
namely Awka South, Agua-
ta, Anambra East, Dunuko-
fia and Nnewi South. 

 “Gaps that are identified 

… Shift transactions to Mbaise,
Mbano, Owerri, Okigwe, Enugu

through the monitoring ac-
tivities will be noted and pri-
oritized; remediation will be 
sought through advocacy to 
decision-makers at the na-
tional, state, local and com-
munity levels. 

 “This will lead to more 
effective service delivery, 
improved accessibility, af-
fordability and investments 
by communities and gov-
ernments at local and state 
levels for health, particu-
larly for COVID-19,” she 
added. Technical Specialist, 
RSSH, Ministry of  Health, 
Chizoba Mbanefo assured 
the Ministry’s support, par-
ticularly in areas of  regu-
lation, publicity and other 
technicalities.

 “As the custodian of  
health programmes and reg-
ulatory body of  the health 
sector in the state, the min-
istry will assist regulate the 
project activities, as well as 
provide them with techni-
cal, political and other nec-
essary supports,” she said.

... Slain Actor, Emma Buchi  also buried 
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LP Presidential candidate, Peter Obi and Anambra Governor, Chukwuma Soludo share a hug at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, 
Awka during the Thanksgiving Mass for Most Rev. Paulinus Ezeokafor in celebration of his 70th birthday.

Tinubu arrives Ebonyi, commissions 
Umahi’s projects
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he All Progressives 
Congress Presidential 
candidate for the 2023 

general election, Ahmed 
Bola Tinubu, has com-
menced his campaign visit to 
Ebonyi State with commis-
sioning of  some of  Gover-
nor Umahi’s projects within 

the State.
Tinubu who arrived the 

state Tuesday evening, was 
earlier received at the Akanu 
Ibiam International Airport, 
Enugu by some prominent 
leaders of  the State and 
APC stalwarts. Speaking 
while commissioning a dual-
ized road leading to the new 
Government House, Cen-
tenary City, Abakaliki, the 
APC presidential flagbearer, 
described his experience so 
far in Ebonyi State as a story 
of  joy, progress and develop-
ment.

He lauded Governor Uma-
hi for his vision in building 
future leaders, describing 
him as an accomplished 
leader. He further pledged 
his full support for the APC 
governorship candidate in 
the State, Right Honourable 
Francis Ogbonna Nwifuru, 
and called on all Ebonyians 
to employ their renowned 
courage and determination 
to support  Nwifuru and oth-
er APC candidates to victory 

in the coming elections.
Tinubu said: “Given the 

circumstances of  our time, 
a leader who has built other 
leaders is an accomplished 
leader.  “We thank him, and 
we are going to continue to 
enjoy him.

“For Ebonyi, we have 
somebody who is getting 
ready to take over, and we 
are with you. “We will coop-
erate with you. “It is a joy to 
be here to witness progress 
and development.  

“This is what is impor-
tant.” I know Ebonyians for 
their determination, courage 
and independent mind to do 
things, and I have seen some 
signs since we started com-
ing. 

“May God bless you.” In-
troducing the project, Gov-
ernor Umahi explained that 
the road was part of  the 
master plan of  his adminis-
tration to construct quality 
dual carriage road with solar 
streetlight around the new 
Government House. “

FG reacts to alleged 
grounding of Peter Obi’s
Aircraft

T
he Federal Govern-
ment has denied me-
dia reports that the 

Labour Party‘s campaign 
plane was grounded.

Supporters of  the LP 
Presidential candidate, Peter 
Obi, and some party chief-
tains were prevented from 
boarding the plane to their 
rally in Ibadan, Oyo State 
capital.

In a statement on Wednes-
day, the Head of  Media for 
the Obi-Datti Presidential 
Campaign Organisation, 
Diran Onifade, said the 
plane was grounded at the 
Lagos airport by the ‘powers 
that be’, citing “regulatory 
reasons.”

Reacting to the develop-
ment, the Nigerian Civil 
Aviation Authority (NCAA) 
denied the allegations that 
the LP’s campaign plane 
was grounded to frustrate 
the party’s campaign.

In a statement on Wednes-
day, the authority explained 
that the plane belonged to 

a scheduled operator also 
known as a commercial 
flight operator.

The NCAA said the flight 
crew of  the aircraft returned 
to the base on their own to 
check on a mechanical issue 
that developed soon after it 
took off.

It said the safety precau-
tionary flight measures were 
taken by the flight operator, 
and not by the NCAA, say-
ing that the authority was 
not involved in the decision.

It said, “The so-called 
grounded plane belongs to 
a scheduled operator i.e. 
normal commercial flight. 
The flight crew of  the said 
aircraft returned to the base 
on their own to check on an 
issue that developed soon af-
ter it took off. 

“This is the normal and 
right thing to do. What 
they did is what we termed 
safety precautionary flight 
measures. NCAA was not 
involved in this decision.”

Nkworji Market leaders debunk rumours of sale of market
By Grace Ofurum

S
ome Traders at the pop-
ular NKWORJI market 
has debunked the ru-

mours  making rounds that 
some parts of  the market has 
been sold to a contractor to 
commence fresh construction  
of  the market.

This was coming after the 
market was demolished and a 
new structure is been erected.

When News Echo visited 
the market, most of  the traders 
who were occupying some of  
the open shops were displaced 
and stranded as some reported 
that there was no proper notice 
of  evacuation by the authori-
ties in charge of  the market.

Some of  them when asked 
disclosed that they learnt some 

portion of  the land was sold to a 
contractor who demolished the 
market and has started erecting 
lock up shops to be rented out 
when completed.

On the contrary, the chair-
man of  the Nkworji market 
Mr Onyekachi Alu stated that 
the market was demolished on 
the premise of  building lockup 
shops that will make the market 
more organised and conducive 
as obtainable in other areas. He 
maintained that the traders are 
not displaced as such but will 
be alloted to another part of  the 
market meant for open shops.

He maintained that the gov-
ernment is aware of  the devel-
opment and has approved of  
the project.

A member of  ISAMATA 
and the vice chairman of  the 

market, Chief  Enyi Chris said 
the reconstruction is a wel-
come development and will 
give room for ease of  doing 
business.  

He noted that people trading 
inside lock up shops has an ad-
vantage. He said, it will save the 
traders the stress of  looking for 
places to pack their wares after 
their daily business instead of  
the usual arrangements of  pay-
ing for parking shops to pack 
their goods.

He further reiterated that the 
new plan will also afford banks 
the opportunity of  offering 
loans to traders since they can 
be traced to their various shops 
and not open spaces where the 
banks might have difficulties 
tracing their customers.

A trader in the market,     Mr. 

Alex Nnamdi also thanked the 
government for their efforts in 
putting the market in order.

He noted that NKWOR-
JI market which is a central 
market to some communities 
around should have outgrown 
the level it is now as he noted 
that developing the market is 
ideal.

However, some traders in 
the market are displeased with 
the recent development and de-
cried that it has affected  their 
business  as some of  them who 
were at least staying under a 
roof  are stranded and now sell 
under a make shift which is not 
conducive for  them.  

A woman who sales con-
fectionery items who spoke to 
our correspondent said, she 
had two shops before but were 
demolished making her to lose 
money and customers.

From Ovat Mike.
Onitsha 

A
nambra State Gov-
ernor, Chukwuma 
Soludo, on Thursday 

described as mischievous al-
leged rift between him and 
former governor and Presi-
dential Candidate of  the La-
bour Party, Mr. Peter Obi.

He insisted that Obi re-
mained his brother, irrespec-
tive of  their political differ-
ences. News Echo gathered 
that the governor, had in an 
article titled, ‘History beck-
ons and I will not be silent,’ 
dismissed chances of  the 
Labour Party flag bearer in 
the coming presidential poll, 
just as he criticised the style 
of  Ndigbo in its quest for the 
country’s number one seat in 

The article drew mixed 
reactions across the country 
and particularly on social 
media, where Soludo was 
heavily criticized. But speak-
ing at St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
Awka, during the Thanks-
giving mass for Most Rev. 
Paulinus C. Ezeokafor in 
celebration of  his 70th birth-
day, Soludo said he would 
soon be meeting with Obi to 
iron out their rifts. He also 
dismissed as laughable $28 
million bribery allegations 
to run down the LP’s Presi-
dential candidate, saying he 
would have been a trillonaire 
if  he was into such.

He said, “Today is very 
special. When we came into 
the service, it was the first 
time, my brother, Peter Obi 
and I are meeting in a pub-
lic event and in a Catholic 

Church which two of  us be-
long to. I think it was divine. 

“When I came in, I quick-
ly went to where he sat and 
hugged him, people watched 
with bewilderment as if  
we’re acting drama. Is it not 
the same people quarrelling? 
“Let me tell you, we spoke 
two times, just last night. 

“We’re brothers. You 
know I’m not one of  those 
politicians that speak from 
two sides of  the mouth. I 
can’t pretend. I’m a politi-
cian, but also want to make 
heaven. I’ll keep saying the 
truth. 

“There’s no rift between 
Obi and I at a personal level. 
Nobody snatched each oth-
er’s wife. What appears to be 
the rift between us is funda-
mental political differences. 
Nothing else. 

 “So for those forging 
blackmail and all that, in-
cluding the one they said I 
collected bribe to say what 
I said, I asked them to bring 
it so I use it to construct 
roads. If  Soludo is into bribe, 
I would have been multi 
trillonaire.  “On the funda -
mental differences we have, 
we are going to meet in the 
next few weeks time. We’ve 
agreed to discuss and iron 
out differences. Unfortu-
nately, he’s left. We must get 
it done. Anambra is for all of  
us.

Appreciating God for 
sparing the life of  the cele-
brant to celebrate 70years 
birthday, Soludo said Ezeo-
kafor has been of  great influ-
ence on him and his govern-

I ‘ll resolve my differences with Peter Obi soon - Soludo 
ment, especially in the area 
of  prudence and patronage 
of  locally made products. 

He said, “You changed 
my thinking when you visit-
ed my village house in 2019 
and rejected the foreign wine 
offered to you in the place of  
palm wine. Today in gover-
nor’s lodge, the highest wine 
served there is palm wine. 

“I was also humbled by 
the moderate type of  car you 
drove to my house. You told 
me you chose not to go with 
a vehicle far above the aver-
age of  those you’re pastor-
ing. I think this is examplary. 
“When you see me drive In-
noson cars, that’s part of  the 

inspiration I got from you. If  
not for security, I would have 
been riding bicycle to work.  
“We’re taking the prudence 
you taught us to the next 
level because when we came 
in, it cost us over N137mil-
lio to clean offices, now, it 
cost barely N11million. I 
can only promise to take the 
message to the world.”

Peter Obi, in his congrat-
ulatory message to the Prel-
ate, said he deeply cherished 
his friendship, particularly 
his support during his chal-
lenging tenure as Governor 
and thereafter.

He said, “Looking back in 
time, one can only say that 

you’ve dutifully continued 
to execute your covenant 
with God and his people in 
all ramifications.  

“The love of  God which 
radiates through you to all 
the faithful is aptly captured 
in your motto which all the 
activities planned for your 
birthday, including empow-
erment of  less privileged are 
practical demonstration of.

“Right from your priestly 
days, you’ve continued to 
deploy your knowledge and 
rich experience in the dis-
charge of  your pastoral du-
ties. People and institutions 
that have interacted with 
you appreciate your dedica-
tion and hardwork.
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Editorial

 peaceful transition or transfer of 

Apower is a concept important to 
democratic governments in which 

the leadership of a government peacefully 
hands over control of government to a 
newly-elected leadership. This may be 
after elections or during the transition 
from a different kind of political regime, 
such as the post-communist period after 
the fall of the Soviet Union.

Peaceful transitions require a number 
of strong democratic institutions and 
norms to exist, such as the willingness of 
opposition parties to serve as a loyal 
opposition. Transitions by election put 
power holders in vulnerable positions, as 
not only do they risk potential changes in 
policy and practice and thus their means of 
power, but they also risk political 
retribution or retaliation.

In this  vein,  for mer President 
Goodluck Jonathan on Wednesday called 
for better collaboration among democratic 
actors, serving and past leaders in West 
Africa to address issues affecting the 
peaceful transfer of power in the region.

Jonathan Foundation (GJF) made the 
call on Wednesday at a strategy meeting of 
the West African Elders Forum (WAEF) 
in Abidjan, Côte d'Ivoire.

He observed that the friction between 
i n c u m b e n t  p r e s i d e n t s  a n d  t h e i r 
predecessors was not in the best interest of 
democracy.

“One grey area we have to look into is 
the observed antagonism between past 
leaders and serving leaders in some 
countries of the sub-region. This does not 
encourage the healthy practice of 
democracy.

“Also, in some of our countries, the 
democratic space appears to be shrinking. 
There is the need to figure out how to 
navigate through such challenge to grow 
democracy in West Africa and the rest of 
Africa.”

Jonathan said that the focus of the 
forum was preventive diplomacy and that 
the purpose of the strategy meeting was to 
see how best to engage with stakeholders 
in West Africa ahead of the forthcoming 
elections in some countries.

“As a forum, we believe so much in 
preventive diplomacy. `One of  our 
objectives is to ensure that we shore up the 
democratic gains of  our region by 
me aning f u l ly  e ngag ing  d i f f e re n t 
stakeholders,  in a  pragmatic  and 
responsible manner.

“Meetings like this, serve as an 
oppor tunity  to  review the gains, 
challenges, and threats to peace and 
democracy in our sub-region and help us 
strategize on how to meditate so that 

threats do not degenerate into conflicts.''
Jonathan said, “as democrats, we 

believe elections are the cornerstone of 
democracy, and the activities surrounding 
the process could either make or mar the 
developmental aspirations of a nation.

“Elect ion af fords  c i t izens  the 
opportunity to have a say in their nation 
and gives them the opportunity to 
participate in the leadership recruitment 
process of their country.

“From recent events in Africa, we can 
draw a lesson on the relationship between 
p e a c e f u l  e l e c t i o n s,  d e m o c r a t i c 
sustenance, and national stability. This is 
why every process leading to the election 
is very important to the outcome of the 
poll.

“In our sub-region, Nigeria, Sierra 
Leone, and Liberia have scheduled general 
elections next year, and, as we know, 
elections could serve as a major trigger for 
violence and instability in our continent.

“This is why it is important we closely 
monitor the electioneering processes in 
these countries and watch out for signs 
that may precipitate crisis.

“As elders, it is our responsibility to 
identify threats to the transition programs 
in our sub-region and seek ways of 
p r o a c t i v e l y  e n g a g i n g  r e l e v a n t 
stakeholders toward resolving such 
challenges.”

Jonathan also called on those in 
government to redouble their efforts and 
commitment to democracy by ensuring 
that democracy translates to better 
welfare for the people.

Also speaking, the Executive Director 
of  GJF, Mrs Ann Iyonu said it was 
imperative to raise awareness and develop 
a collective sense of urgency in addressing 
some of the current trends threatening the 
peace,  s tab i l i t y,  and  democra t i c 
governance of West Africa.

“One of the principal objectives of the 
WAEF is to accompany West African 
countries in their various efforts at 
consolidating their democracies.

“In that regard, it has become very 
imperative to raise awareness and develop 
a collective sense of urgency in addressing 
some of the current trends threatening the 
peace,  s tab i l i t y,  and  democra t i c 
governance of West Africa as the region 
races towards holding crucial elections in 
2023, notably in Nigeria, Sierra Leone, 
and Liberia,' Iyonu said.

We therefore urge African leaders, 
especially Nigeria leader, Muhammadu 
Buhari, sustain a peaceful transfer of 
power that has ruled Nigeria since the 
inception of this republic in 1999.

…Sustaining peaceful transfer
of power; Goodluck Jonathan's
example
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n the beginning was a Iman who professed to be 
the unifier of  Nigeria; he 

pledged to unite a sundered 
Nigeria; his campaign motif  
was ' 'One Nigeria'', but 
under a blizzard of  political 
uncertainty, he is retreating 
into a tribal silo. Why?

N i g e r i a  n e e d s  a 
leadership that can hold it 
together; consolidate on the 
existing welding efforts, and 
inspire hope, patriotism, 
oneness, and fellowship. It is 
true that over the years, 
various administrations have 
struggled with the challenge 
of  harmonising disparate 
interests and managing 
d i s s e n s i o n s .  E v e r y 
administration is faced with 
this challenge. But what 
really matters is the will and 
the managerial amplitude to 
respond to the problem.

T h e  B u h a r i 
administration, for instance, 
could be accused of  other 
failings, but it has been even-
handed in the distribution of  
infrastructural  projects 
across the zones. The second 
Niger Bridge in the south-
east is reported to be one of  
the most expensive projects 
under this government. The 
federal executive council 
(FEC) recently approved the 
takeover of  the construction 
of  N202 billion Enugu-
Onitsha expressway by 
MTN Nigeria, under the 
road infrastructure tax credit 
( R I TC )  s c h e m e.  M T N 

Nigeria will complete the 
dualisation of  the 110-
kilometre road.

Last Friday, Nyesom 
Wike, governor of  Rivers, 
said President Muhammadu 
B u h a r i  a p p r o v e d  t h e 
payment of  funds owed to 
states in the Niger Delta since 
1999. According to the 
governor, the funds approved 
by Buhari was money owed 
f r o m  t h e  1 3  p e r c e n t 
derivation fund.

He said: “Let me say it for 
the first time. So many people 
asked me: 'where is he getting 
this money'? Let me say it. I 
want, through the attorney-
general of  the federation, to 
thank Mr President. Monies 
that were not paid to the 
Niger Delta states since 1999 
— the 13 percent deductions 
— monies that were not paid, 
Mr President approved and 
paid all of  us from the Niger 
Delta states. And for me, it 
would be unfair not to tell the 
public. It is not from FAAC 
money. It is the money that is 
supposed to be for Rivers, 
Delta, Akwa Ibom, Edo, and 
Bayelsa states.''

These, among others, are 
some of  the efforts I believe 
example leadership.

It is impossible to meet 
every demand, but it is 
important for the leadership 
t o  b e  e q u i t a b l e  i n  t h e 
distribution of  national 
resources which are the 
patrimony of  every Nigerian.

The leadership must be 

fair to all – whether for or 
against. The leadership must 
create a convergence for 
divergent interests, opinions, 
and voices. No leadership is 
without opposition. In fact, 
o p p o s i t i o n  i s  t h e 
mitochondria of  democracy. 
You need it to keep the wheel 
g o i n g  a n d  t o  k e e p  t h e 
government accountable to 
the people.

The leadership  must 
represent the yeas and the 
nays. The leadership must 
b r ing  toge ther,  not  put 
asunder. Therefore, Nigerians 
must make the right decisions 
in 2023. Nigeria needs a 
president for all Nigerians. A 
p r e s i d e n t  w h o  i s 
dispassionate in judgment, 
and who can example this 
aspect of  Buhari in dealing 
fairly in the distribution of  
national resources. They must 

choose that leader.
A t i k u  A b u b a k a r , 

presidential candidate of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP), styles himself  as the 
''unifier'' of  Nigeria. But 
really, his recent statements 
a n d  d i s p o s i t i o n  a r e 
deleterious to national unity. 
I t  a p p e a r s  t h e  P D P 
presidential candidate has 
settled for the unsublime 
political route. His statements 
on campaign stumps tug at 
atavistic and base sentiments.

He asked the north not to 
vote for Igbo or Yoruba 
presidential candidate at a 
conference in Kaduna in 
October. And a few days ago, 
he invested himself  further in 
ethnic politics by emphasising 
s e c t i o n a l  i d e n t i t y  a t  a 
campaign rally in Gombe.

As I advised in a previous 
column, the ''unifier'' needs to 

beat a retreat from this path. 
He must understand that 
ethnic baiting is not a sensible 
campaign strategy for a 
country like Nigeria. What 
ethnic goading does is to 
create distrust in the minds of  
other Nigerians. This distrust 
is exacerbated and persists 
long after the campaigns.

Conversely, Bola Ahmed 
T i n u b u ,  p r e s i d e n t i a l 
c a n d i d a t e  o f  t h e  A l l 
Progressives Congress (APC), 
appears invested in addressing 
specific needs of  each zone in 
his stump speeches – and not 
stroking some ethnic dander.

H e  h e l d  a  t ow n h a l l 
meeting in Owerri, Imo state, 
last Thursday where he spoke 
on issues tugging at the heart 
of  the zone.

According to him, “We 
will build an ecosystem where 
traders will have access to 
credit facilities and create 
more and better jobs for our 
youths, as well as support 
more high-quality home-
grown goods. My government 
will build new industrial hubs 
in Aba and Owerri. We will 
establish policies that would 
widen horizons and expand 
business reach while ensuring 
Owerri-Port Harcourt and 
Aba-Port Harcourt corridors 
becoming more active and 
l u c r a t i v e  t r a d e  a n d 
manufacturing corridors.”

Nigeria needs a Nigerian 
president in 2023 – not Igbo, 
Hausa, Yoruba, Fulani, Ijaw, 
etc. Just a Nigerian president. 
A president for all.

N i g e r i a n s  m u s t 
distinguish between political 
artifice and genuine design.

This is the choice before 
us.

By Fredrick Nwabufo

Between Tinubu, Atiku – Who is the unifier?

Therefore, Nigerians must make the right 
decisions in 2023. Nigeria needs a president for 
all Nigerians. A president who is dispassionate 
in judgment, and who can example this aspect 
of  Buhari in dealing fairly in the distribution 
of  national resources. They must choose that 

leader.

“



esigner, Mai Atafo Dh a d  h i s 
spr ing/summer 

showcase over the weekend. 
Actors, influencers and 
many others turned up to 
s u p p o r t  h i m .
Interestingly, the designs 
weren't the only thing on 
display. His guests brought 
the heat in stylish outfits and 
attires. 

H e r e  we r e  t h e  b e s t 
dressed; 

Dimma Umeh 
Dimma wore a black Mai 

Atafo agbada and pants. We 
loved to see it. 

Tubo 
T u b o  a l s o  l o o k e d 

w a r d - w i n n i n g 

ASongstress Yemi 
A l a d e  a n d 

Chocolate City rapper 
Blaqbonez have added their 
two cents  as  Talented 
singers Ruger and Buju 
(BNXN) reignite their beef  
on Twitter.

Ruger and BNXN had 
traded words some months 
ago on Twitter when the 
Jonzing World act had 
stated in response to a fan, 
that he was a better singer 
than the other.

This rematch however 
came  to  be  fo l lowing 
Ruger's riddle addressing a 
p a r t i c u l a r  a r t i s t e , 
presumably Buju, using 
different mechanisms to 
stay on top of  the game

Ruger wrote:
 “I am something. For 

years now, I have forced my 
songs down people's throat 
whether e sweet abi e no 
sweet either by too much 
ads or by paying every 
influencer to make noise 
about a song they don't even 
like. Or by speeding my song 
on TIKTOK. WHAT AM I 
?”

Ruger also hit the Buju 
with a challenge;

“Buju baby all I need 

ans of  Big Brother FNai ja  Lockdown 
housemate, Kaisha 

have taken to social media 
to express concern for her as 
she allegedly battles mental 
illness.

K e m i  F i l a n i  n e w s 
reported hours ago that the 
reality star had been battling 
mental health for some days 
now.

According to the blog, 
Kaisha was spotted at her 
es tate  in  Ikota,  Lekki 
roaming about without a 
shoe and a rough hair.

The site further claimed 
that the 2020 reality star has 
been seen on multiple times 
passing out in the estate.

Kaisha battles mental 
illness

The blog added that many 
of  her co-housemates are 
aware of  her mental battle 
but chose to look away.

 “Hello tueh tueh, this is 
for all BBNaija Alumni, one 
of  you guys is mentally 
down and her situation is so 
critical now. She has mental 
illness and not well taken 
care of. Instead of  the 
manager to seek help she 
took down all her pictures 
from her verified page and 
left it empty. As it now even 
her business page can't 
function again as it is only 

he's known for corporate 
attires. 

Jeff  
Jeff  Bankz two-piece was 

certainly the outfit for a 
c h i l l e d  a n d  r e l a x e d 
gentleman, 

Ini Dima-Okojie 
Her crop top and wide-

legged pants were one of  the 
most fashionable attires we 
saw. 

Ebuka Obi-Uchendu 
Ebuka wore glistening 

pants and a double-breasted 
cream jacket, really on 
point! 

Eki Ogunbor 
Another wide-legged 

pants for the win, loved how 
it was paired with a floral 
jacket. 

“Be organic or get the 
fuck out of  my face!! How 
you got a million views and 
less than 5k on Spotify ? Are 
you whining me ? You're top 
of  the charts and you're not 
choking me in the streets 
like Asake? just tiktoks? Are 
you silly ?”

Reacting, Blaqbonez 
and Yemi Alade added their 
two cents to BNXN's outcry 
o v e r  w a y s  i n  w h i c h 
musicians and label bosses 
increase music streams 
without actual listeners.

Blaqbonez had tweeted 
about it saying; “all of  you 
using streaming farms 
would be exposed soon. 
awon hushpuppi”.

Yemi Alade replied his 
tweet and wrote;

“Never saw a ” realler ” 
tweet! Somebody pls frame 
this tweet for me. I want to 
hang it on my wall”

curvy actress, 500,000 
N a i r a  i s  n o  l o n ge r 
enough to buy groceries, 
and she accompanied 
the post with several 
crying emojis.

M o y o  L a w a l 
expressed her frustration 
with the situation and 
jokingly asked her fans 
and followers if  she 
could get free groceries 
from their homes

smashing in a white pants 
suit. 

Sharon Ooja 
Sharon Ooja was also 

one of  the guests and she 
looked gorgeous in a crop 
top and skirt. 

Linda Ejiofor-Suleiman 
Linda Ejiofor and her 

husband looked great, she 
wore a green jacket and 
shorts that showed us legs 
for days. 

Beverly Osu 
Beverly Osu also kept it 

gorgeous in this black jacket 
and gown, it seems jackets 
were the order of  the day. 
Perhaps it was because it 
was Mai Atafo's event and 

from you now is simple. I 
need you to list just five 
songs of  yours that'll make 
your crowd go crazy at your 
shows and I'll list mine. No 
features, just your songs 
buju baby I'm waiting”.

BNXN's deleted tweet 
reads:

“biting the fingers of  the 
hand that fed your boss 
enough to feed you ?? Even 
when you and your boss use 
the same strategy?? After all 
t h o s e  s t r e a m i n g - f a r m 
payments?”

Buju also went on to 
mention that artists who put 
in the work in terms of  
producing quality music are 
not receiving the dues they 
deserve. He also indicated 
that some of  the streams do 
not actually translate to 
people attending concerts 
of  the artists.

His post added:

o l l y w o o d 

Nactress Moyo 
L a w a l  h a s 

lamented the current 
economic situation as it 
continues to bite hard on 
Nigerians.

Report shows that the 
ac t ress  took  to  her 
Instagram page to reveal 
how much money she 
spends on groceries.

According to  the 

the sister that is taking care 
of  her.

As at yesterday she was 
still seen in her estate, Ikota 
L e k k i  r o a m i n g  a b o u t 
without a shoe and hair so 
rough. I guess the sister who 
is taking care of  her stepped 
out to get something hence 
she was able to come out. 
I n f a c t  s h e  p a s s e s  o u t 
sometimes in the estate and 
t h e  s i s t e r  h a s  b e e n 
managing her. Some of  this 
BBN people know but chose 
to look away. Let's all not be 
too quick to type RIP. Now 
that she is still here, this is a 
call for help! Alumni una 
know who I dey talk Ikota, 
Lekki she dey live”.

Fans pray for Kaisha
Reacting to it, fans took to 

the micro-blogging platform 
to offer a word of  prayer for 
her.

One JMK wrote, “Lord 
please in your mercy let 
your healing hand rest upon 
Kaisha restore whole health 
unto her in Jesus name

One Mo @filled popcorn 
wrote, “I cover Kaisha with 
the blood of  Jesus, she is fine 
in Jesus name.

One Funkees tweeted, “I 
noticed this lady act weird 
atimes why she was in the 
show,  she  ta lks  a lone 
especially when taking her 
drink…she likes staying 

alone. Gosh coming out to 
b b n  t r o l l s  t o o  n d 
competition here nd here 
God heal Kaisha ijn

One Grace Found me 
@Oyenike wrote, “Kaisha I 
pray God heal you and 
m a k e  e v e r y t h i n g 
concerning you perfect in 
Jesus name

One Big Posh wrote, 
“Let's nit forget to pray for 
Kaisha. It's well

One Marie wrote, “If  this 
is actually true. God please 
protect and heal Kaisha. We 
only want positive outcome 
put Kaisha in your prayers 
whether confirmed or not
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Best-dressed guests at Atafo's fashion showcase 

Concern as BBNaija's Kaisha allegedly
roams the streets unkept, barefooted

Yemi Alade, BlaqBonez react as Ruger,
 Buju (BNXN) reignite beef

N500k isn't enough for my grocery
shopping  –Moyo Lawal cries out
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t is not misconceived to Is a y  t h a t  a s  1 8 
presidential candidates 

and their running mates that 
have been cleared by the 
Inde pendent  Nat iona l 
Elec tora l  Commiss ion 
(INEC) to contest in the 
o n c o m i n g  e l e c t i o n 
s c h e d u l e d  t o  h o l d  o n 
February 25, 2023, are 
aggressively carrying out 
electioneering across the 
length and breadth of  
d iverse  cons t i tuenc ies 
across the country that they 
are equally been put under 
scrutiny for lack of  trust by 
the public. Justified or 
unjustified, the criticisms 
currently facing the political 
elite come after a barrage of  
c o m p l a i n t s  o f  b a d 
leadership since Nigeria 
adopted  a  democra t i c 
system of  government in 
1999, even as not a few 
sincere politicians are in 
turmoil as they grapple with 
a  c o l l e c t i ve  n e g a t i ve 
perception from the public, 
who are invariably the 
electorates they have been 
selling their candidacies to 
since INEC kicked off  the 
campaign in earnest on 
September 28, 2022. 

As gathered, this year 
(2022), the Nigeria Social 
Cohesion Index (NSCI) in 
research findings stated that 
“ Tr u s t  f o r  P r e s i d e n t 
Buhari's government has 
substantially declined to 17 
percent from 26 percent in 
2021.”

The survey found that 
t r u s t  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Assembly and the Judiciary 
declined to 16 percent and 
22 percent, respectively 
from 22 percent and 26 
percent in 2021.

The data reveals that the 
National Assembly (16 
percent) is now the least 
trusted public institution in 
Nigeria, overtaking the 
Nigeria Police Force, which 
was the least trusted (20 
percent) in the 2021 survey.

About 60 per cent of  
citizens believe that the 
future of  the country would 
be better than it is presently; 

compared to 27 per cent who 
expressed pessimism that the 
future would be worse; and 6 
per cent simply do not 
foresee any change in the 
future.

In the past year, 59 per 
cent of  Nigerians believed 
the country would have a 
better future while 27 per 
cent said the future of  
Nigeria would be worse.

Over the years, great 
efforts have been made by 
the electorates to ensure that 
credible leaders are elected 
i n t o  va r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l 
positions of  governance, but 
each t ime patr iot ical ly 
exercise their civic rights to 
vote for better candidates for 
better leaders to emerge, 
inept and corrupt leaders 
will emerge victorious and 
thus made to become leaders 
i n  s t r a t e g i c  p o l i t i c a l 
positions. The reasons for 
the foregoing cannot be 
farfetched as elections are 
allegedly rigged from one 
electoral dispensation to the 

other. Seen from another 
perspective, those considered 
to be credible leaders are 
either affiliated with parties 
that do not resonate well at 
the polls or do not have 
godfathers. Ostensibly due to 
t h e  f o r e g o i n g  r e a s o n s,   
candidates that are affiliated 
with the two mainstream 
parties; All Progressives 
Congress (APC) and the 
P e o p l e  D e m o c r a t i c 
Party(PDP) are mostly seen 
to be victorious, and become 
leaders in various categories 
of  political positions upon 
the conclusion of  every 
election; being it general or 
presidential.

A n a l y z e d  f r o m  t h e 
backdrop of  the foregoing 
view, it is expedient to ask, 
“Can our political leaders be 
able to bridge the gap between 
government and citizens? To 
this writer, the answer to the 
foregoing question is in the 
a f f i r m a t ive  a s  n o t  f ew 
Nigerians are seeing 2023 as 
an auspicious era for credible 

leaders to emerge en masse, 
and roll up their sleeves 
r u n n i n g  t o  b r i d g e  t h e 
widening trust gap that has 
been in governance for ages; 
prior to 1999 when Nigeria 
embraced democratic system 
of  government.

It is not an exaggeration to 
say that not a few Nigerians 
are unhappy with the state of  
t h e  s t a t e  g o v e r n a n c e, 
particularly since the two-
tenured administration of  
Pres ident  Muhammadu 
Buhari commenced in 2015. 
W i t h o u t  r e s o r t i n g  t o 
ridiculing any leader in this 
con tex t ,  s ince  2016  in 
Nigeria, distrust has been 
running high; fiscal pressures 
have been mounting; service 
delivery does not reach the 
people; corruption scandals 
abound and conflict seems on 
the rise.

Unarguably due to bad 
leadership, the National 
Bureau of  Statistics has a few 
days ago disclosed that 133 
million Nigerians are multi-

dimensionally poor.
In its latest National 

Multidimensional Poverty 
Index report launched on 
Thursday, the NBS said that 
63 percent of  Nigerians were 
poor due to a lack of  access to 
health, education, living 
standards, employment, and 
security.

The Multidimensional 
Pover ty  Index  o f f e r s  a 
multivariate form of  poverty 
assessment ,  ident i fy ing 
deprivations across health, 
education, living standards, 
work, and shocks.

The Statistician-General 
of  the Federation and CEO 
of  the NBS, Semiu Adeniran, 
said this was the first time the 
bureau would conduct a 
standard multidimensional 
poverty survey in Nigeria.

“ T h e  s u r v e y  w a s 
implemented in 2021 to 2022 
and it is the largest survey 
with a sample size of  over 
5 6 , 6 1 0  p e o p l e  i n  1 0 9 
senatorial districts in the 36 
states of  Nigeria,” he said.

At this juncture, it is 
expedient to sensitize the 
presidential aspirant that 
would emerge victorious 
come February 2023 that 
successfully addressing the 
issue of  poverty will go a long 
way to bridge the trust gap 
between those at the corridors 
of  power and the people.

Again, it is expedient to 
say that even though the 
current environment for 
governance is daunting, there 
are some opportunities that 
the next crop of  leaders 
should not miss. One of  such 
o p p o r t u n i t y  i s  t h a t  o f  
achieving al l  seventeen 
Sustainable Development 
G o a l s  ( S D G s ) . 
Unfortunately, achieving the 
goals will not be possible 
without peace, justice, and 
strong institutions (SDG 
Goal 16). In fact, as 2023 
beckons,  any pol i t ic ian 
aspiring to participate in 
either the presidential or the 
general election should have 
the agenda set in this piece at 
the back of  his or her mind as 
we cannot afford to keep 
Nigeria groaning under bad 
leadership anymore.

2023: Expediency of tackling poverty to
bridge widening trust gap in governance 

“It is not an exaggeration to say that 
not a few Nigerians are unhappy with 

the state of  the state governance, 
particularly since the two-tenured 

administration of  President 
Muhammadu Buhari commenced in 
2015. Without resorting to ridiculing 
any leader in this context, since 2016 
in Nigeria, distrust has been running 

high; fiscal pressures have been 
mounting; service delivery does not 

reach the people; corruption scandals 
abound and conflict seems on the rise.

By Isaac Asabor
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he presidential aspiration Tof  Peter Obi has gotten a 
major boost as the Norther 

Chr i s t ian  b lock  o f  the  Al l 
Progressives Congress, APC, has 
declared support for Labour Party 
Presidential Candidate.

The Aggrieved Northern 
APC Christians group in a recent 
s t a t e m e n t  a d m o n i s h e d  i t s 
members to support the Obi/Datti 
Ticket in 2023.

The group in a statement 
title; “Why we have chosen to 
endorse the Obi/Datti ticket” 
signed by one of  its leaders, former 
Secretary to the Government of  
the Federation, Babachir Lawal, 
said it came to the decision of  
supporting the Labour Party 
presidential candidate Peter Obi 
and his running mate Yusuf  Datti 
Baba-Ahmed after a painstaking 
analysis of  the alternative tickets.

The group described the 
APC's Muslim-Muslim ticket as 
'satanic', adding that it is a 
deliberate and well-calculated plan 
to sow a seed of  religious discord 
among Nigerians, adding that 
Northerners are their intended 
target.

Read the full statement 
below:

WHY WE HAVE CHOSEN 
T O  E N D O R S E  T H E 
OBI/DATTI TICKET

As one of  the foremost critics 
of  APC's single-faith presidential 
ticket, and also in difference to 
those who have patiently waited 
for our guidance as to where to 
pitch our tent, after a painstaking 
review and analys is  of  the 
alternative presidential tickets, we 
now wish to recommend the 
Obi/Datti presidential ticket.

We wish to briefly narrate 
some few reasons among many 
why we have endorsed this ticket 
and commend it to all Nigerians of  
good conscience who desire 
justice, equity and a harmonious 
co-existence of  all Nigerians 
ac ross  t r ibes,  r e l i g ion  and 
geopolitical regions. More over 
there is currently in circulation the 
fake news that I have thrown in my 
towel with the PDP. Nothing could 
be further from the truth. To me 
the PDP and APC are different 
sides of  the same coin.

1 The APC same-faith is a 
deliberate, well-calculated plan to 
sow the seeds of  religious and 
social discord among Nigerians. It 
is obvious that Northerners, in 
particular, are the intended targets 
and victims of  this satanic plan. It 
is an indisputable fact that the 
whole of  Northern Nigeria is 
cu r ren t ly  mi red  in  s eve ra l 
in t rac tab le  soc io -economic 
problems due to the activities of  
several nebulous criminal groups. 
Agriculture, the mainstay of  the 
northern economy, is all but 
abandoned because kidnappers 
and bandits have prevented people 
from venturing out of  the safety of  
their  homes.  Interstate and 
intercity travel for either business 
or leisure have all but ceased not 
only due to un-motorable roads 

but more so for fear of  kidnapping, 
armed robbery and other forms of  
banditry. Our rural schools have all 
but closed for fear of  kidnappers. 
Government-owned universities 
have closed thus depriving the 
c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  a l r e a d y 
impoverished Northern masses 
access  to  af fordable  higher 
education. Thus, our out-of-school 
and idle children have become easy 
targets for recruitment by bandits 
and kidnappers. And there is no 
solution in sight.

Then, out of  nowhere this 
man Bola Ahmed Tinubu, a 
renown Yoruba-hegemonist, a 
m a n  w h o  c h a m p i o n e d  t h e 
establishment of  a Ministry of  
Regional Integration in each state 
government of  the South-west 
geopolitical region which he 
bestrides as an emperor, and a man 
who was once quoted as saying “I 
do not believe in one Nigeria” 
( T H I S D AY,  T h e  S u n d a y 
Newspaper, April 13, 1997, page 9) 
comes up with a Muslim-muslim 
ticket knowing full well that 
religion is the underbelly of  
Northern Nigeria. APC's same-
faith ticket is a ploy to further sow 
discord among Northerners using 
the most potent weapon of  social 
discord – religion. As Karl Max 
once said – “religion is the opium 
of  the people”. Nigerians from all 
shades of  the society must see this 
Tinubu/Kashim same-faith ticket 
as a proposal from the pit of  hell 
that can only be conjured by the 
most Machiavellian minds known 
to man and therefore must be 
rejected wholesome by all lovers of  
our country and its nascent 
democracy.

On the other hand, Alhaji 
Kashim Shetima, Tinubu's Vice 
Presidential running mate is a man 
who once said “restructuring my 
foot, let's restructure our minds”. 
For eight years he presided over 
Borno State at a time when Boko 
Haram was overrunning the state 
almost at will and restructuring the 
minds of  its victims against 
C h r i s t i a n i t y  a n d  w e s t e r n 
education. The kidnapped Chibok 
and Dapchi girls and many more 
are now slowly trickling out of  
captivity in the Boko Haram 
indoc t r ina t ion  camps  fu l ly 
Islamized and carrying children 
born into Islam in captivity – a true 
example of  “mind restructuring” if  
there ever was one. There is also 
this little matter of  an allegation of  
a very close relationship or 
otherwise between the Vice 
Presidential candidate of  APC and 
B o k o  H a r a m !  A n d ,  w h i c h 
Christian can forget one Kabiru 
Sokoto the alleged Boko Haram 
kingpin accused of  complicity in 
the Christmas bombing of  St 
T h e r e s a  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h , 
Madallah that resulted in 44 deaths 
a n d  7 7  i n j u r e d  C h r i s t i a n 
worshippers? Or that the said 
Kabiru Sokoto was eventually 
arrested at his hiding place in the 
Borno State Government Lodge 
Abuja? Are Christians not justified 
in being scared of  a government 

run by these duo?
2. Surely, APC's same-faith 

t i cke t  i s  in tended to  shame 
Christians and bestow on them and 
their religion a second-class socio-
political status in their own country. 
In particular it is a validation of  the 
discrimination and oppression 
being meted out on Northern 
Nigerian Christians where they are 
n o w  d e n i e d  e m p l o y m e n t , 
p r o m o t i o n ,  c o n t r a c t s ,  a n d 
admission to read prestigious and 
marketable courses in government-
owned schools simply on account 
of  their religion. It is no wonder 
then that Alhaji Bola Tinubu thinks 
that the Bible is a book of  jokes from 
which he can freely construct his 
“jokes” like his “Poisoned Holly 
Communion” and “Speaking in 
Tongues” jokes. If  he is man 
enough, I challenge him to ridicule 
the Holy Quran even once as he 
freely does the Holy Bible. This guy 
has no respect for Christians and 
Christianity at all.

3 This APC ticket goes against 
the grain of  Nigerian politics which 
in practice (if  not in law) has always 
sought to achieve a religious 
b a l a n c e  i n  i t s  p o l i t i c s  a n d 
governance. It is worth noting that 
all the other seventeen political 
par t ies  f ie ld ing  pres ident ia l 
candidates have gone the way of  
es tabl ished convent ions  and 
practices by fielding different-faith 
t ickets.  Tr uly  except  for  i t s 
incitement to social disharmony, 
there is no sense at all in APC's same 
faith ticket.

Furthermore, in our quest for 
justice and equity in the socio-
political and religious space of  the 
country, it is obvious that only the 
Obi/Datti ticket has the potential of  
speaking to the genuine clamour for 
power shift to the South-East and at 
the same time speak to the cry of  
marginalization by our people of  
the South-East. Obviously, a 
Christian/Muslim presidency like 
the Obi/Datti one will be most 
appropriate at this stage of  our 
political journey more so since we 
a r e  n o w  t r a n s i t i n g  f r o m  a 
Muslim/Christian presidency. It 
will also achieve the regional shift 
of  the presidency from the current 

NW/SW to a SE/NW presidency 
as popularly being canvassed . This 
is justice; this is equity. This is 
political engineering at its best and 
one that engineers peace and 
harmonious co-existence of  the 
various socio-political and religious 
classes of  our nation.

5 Nigerians should also resist 
the temptation of  being ruled by the 
same set of  courtiers who are 
recycling themselves, their children 
and their friends in a monarchal 
fashion, in and out of  government 
to the exclusion of  other segments 
of  the society. This trend has 
resu l ted  in  these  d i sas t rous 
consequences in which we now find 
o u r s e l v e s  –  i m p o v e r i s h e d , 
unsecured,  divided,  severely 
underdeveloped and massively 
unemployed with a widening gulf  
between the rich and poor of  the 
society. A keen observer will not fall 
t o  n o t i c e  t h a t  A P C  i s  a 
t r a n s m u t a t i o n  o f  A c t i o n 
Group/UPN that is dominated by 
the children or grandchildren of  
those who once run and ruined the 
Action Group while the PDP is a 
transmutation of  NPC/NPN 
similarly dominated by the children 
or grandchildren of  the people who 
once run and ruined the NPC. A 
government of  either APC or PDP 
will only be a recycling of  the same 
class of  people who have been 
running and ruining the country 
from independence to date. Is it any 
wonder that Nigeria has remained 
static?

The Obi/Datti will give us 
breath of  fresh air and the greatest 
opportunity to redeem our country 
from the quagmire into which we 
have been plunged by a recurring 
group of  self-centred reactionaries.

6 There is a also this palpable 
fear and anxiety over a possible 
transition of  the current presidency 
from one Fulbe to another – same 
tribe, same religion, same region, 
same courtiers. This has given rise 
to a heightened fear of  a possible 
perpetuation of  a Fulbe hegemony 
in the country. Besides, there is the 
perception by many Nigerians that 
the Fulbe are the main actors in the 
banditry and kidnappings currently 
ravaging the country. Therefore, 

there is a widespread perception 
that another Fulbe-led government 
will not have the inclination or 
pol i t ical  wil l  to address  the 
country's security challenges seeing 
as a majority of  the perpetrators are 
its kindred.

There is also this perception 
that appointments by the current 
government are driven more by 
ethnic and religious cronyism than 
by Nationalistic considerations. 
This has given rise to a fear of  a 
possible perpetuation of  this trend 
by another Fulbe-led government. 
Both APC and PDP presents us 
with these horrible options. The 
Obi/Datti ticket possesses a great 
potential to wean us from these 
problems.

7 Finally, as the political 
campaigns advance towards the 
election dates, the tendency to 
divide the country along regional, 
tribal and religious affiliations is 
gradually beginning to manifest. 
We can see very clearly that the 
APC having woefully failed in its 
original plan to instigate a form of  
jihad which it had sought through 
its same-faith ticket in order to 
capture the moslem votes, has now 
resorted to a tribal card. The battle 
cry is now “it is our turn” tribal card 
in the South-West. The PDP on the 
o t h e r  h a n d ,  s e e i n g  n e w 
opportunities in APC's failed jihad 
strategy is tending towards adapting 
both the religious and ethnic 
strategies of  APC in the North.

Nigerians must be awake to 
these very dangerous campaign 
trends because any of  the political 
parties that comes into government 
by pandering to ethnic or religious 
sentiments may not be able govern 
successfully and might further 
accentuate the social cleavages.

Men of  good conscience 
s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  l o o k  t o 
opportunities that unite rather than 
divide us. Only the Labor Party 
presents this opportunity. We 
therefore call on all patriots to labor 
for our country in this presidential 
election. Nigeria's future is at stake 
in this presidential election. Obi-
Datti is the only way to go. All other 
ways lead to perdition

By Azuka Onwuka

Dogara, Babachir Lawal-led Northern APC members
dump Tinubu, declare support for Peter Obi

Dogara Babachir
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Kanu files fresh N20bn suit against NIA DG

T
he leader of  the In-
digenous People 
of  Biafra, Nnamdi 

Kanu, has sued the Direc-
tor General of  the National 
Intelligence Agency, Ahmed 
Abubakar, for imprisoning 
him (Kanu) in Kenya for 
eight days, before his extra-
dition to Nigeria. 

The special counsel to 
the IPOB leader, Alloy Eji-
makor, disclosed this on 
Wednesday morning, via 
his Twitter handle, were he 
posted a pictures contain-
ing the suit filed, where he 
described Kanu’s detention 
in Kenya as “false imprison-
ment.” 

Ejimakor said the suit was 
prompted by new evidence 

gathered implicating the 
DG beyond the “infamous 
extraordinary rendition.” 

Ejimakor said, “Yesterday 
(Wednesday) I filed a suit 
against Ahmed Abubakar, 
the DG of  National Intel-
ligence Agency (NIA) for 
his eight days ‘false impris-
onment’ of  Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu in discovereed evi-
dence that implicated the 
DG/NIA beyond the infa-
mous extraordinary rendi-
tion.”

According to the suit, the 
court gave Abubakar 14 days 
to appear or be represented 
in court, adding that failure 
to show up would mean that 
judgment would be given in 
the DG’s absence. 

News

PDP crisis: They want to 
kill me for asking Ayu to 
resign – Wike

G
overnor Nyesom 
Wike of  Rivers State 
has alleged threat to 

his life over his call that the 
Peoples Democratic Party, 
PDP, presidential candidate, 
Atiku Abubakar, should pre-
vail on the party’s National 
Chairman, Iyorchia Ayu to 
resign.

Wike alleged that they 
threatened him for insisting 
that Ayu should resign as the 
National Chairman of  PDP.

He disclosed this at the 
commissioning of  the Ak-
pabu-Itu-Umudiogha road 
in the Emohua Local Gov-
ernment Area of  the state 
yesterday.

Wike explained that he 
is not agitating that Atiku 
should relinquish his ticket.

According to Wike: 
“When I see some people 
running around and talking 
rubbish, they forget history 
easily. Today, we are not say-
ing the presidential candidate 
should relinquish his ticket. 
We are not being selfish.

“We are only saying since 
you are now the presidential 
candidate, let our people take 
chairmanship and they say 
they will kill me. Is it possi-
ble?”

He said some people he 
described as rent-seekers 
from the state were running 
around Atiku, hoping that 
they would become minis-
ters.

“When you see some 
rent seekers from here go-
ing around saying they will 
give me minister of  finance, 
they will give me governor 
of  Central Bank, you haven’t 
killed an animal and you are 
saying women, don’t eat it. 
Kill the animal first to know 
whether women will eat or 
not.

“I don’t want that kind of  
promise. Give my people 
this one we are talking now. 
Give us the chairman so that 
things can move freely. They 
come and tell you stories,” he 
said.

Wike and the G-5 group 
have been aggrieved with the 
party’s leadership of  the zon-
ing arrangement.

The Wike-led group said a 
particular zone can’t produce 
PDP presidential candidate 
and National Chairman.

The governor has been 
agitating for the office of  the 
National Chairman to be 
zoned to the Southern part 
of  the country.

The suit filed in the High 
Court of  Abia State reads in 
part, “You are hereby com-
manded that within 14 days 
after the service of  this Writ 
on you inclusive of  the day 
of  such service, you do cause 
an appearance to be entered 
for you in the Umuahia Ju-
dicial Division of  the High 
Court in Abia State in an 

action at this suit of  Mazi 
Nnnamdi Kanu….and take 
notice that in default of  your 
so doing, the claimant may 
proceed therein and judg-
ment may be given in your 
absence. 

“The claimant’s claim is 
for (i) A declaration of  this 
Honourable Court that the 
defandant’s arrest of  the 

claimant and his imprison-
ment of  the claimant at said 
location in Nairobi, Kenya 
amounted to false arrest and 
false imprisonment.

“(ii) A declaration that the 
defendant acted in bad faith 
and/or abused his public 
office in falsely imprisoning 
the claimant at the said loca-
tion in Kenya. (iii) An order 

of  this Honourable Court 
directing the defendant to 
pay the claimant the sum of  
N20,000,000,000.00 (Twen-
ty Billion Naira only) being 
general and exemplary dam-
ages…” 

This comes just few days 
after Kanu’s N20bn suit 
against the Attorney-Gen-
eral of  the Federation, 
Abubakar Malami was 
thrown out by the Federal 
High Court in Abuja.

We’ll return Uzodimma for quality road
construction - Owerri Municipal SOLAD
By Ikenna Orioha

T
he Sole Administra-
tor (SOLAD) of  Ow-
erri Municipal Local 

Government Council of  
Imo State, Hon. Christian 
Nze, has said that Governor 
Hope Uzodimma will be re-
turned in 2023 as governor 
having performed excellent-
ly especially in the area of  
road dualization, construc-
tion and rehabilitation in 
the state.

Nze who made the re-
marks while interacting 
with media professionals 
at his office in Owerri last 

week, stated that in 30 
months of  being into gov-
ernment, Uzodimma has 
done quality roads which 
make movement easier, en-
courage commercial, edu-
cational and social activities 
in the state.

He referenced that the 
constructed Owerri/Orlu 
Road including the Ow-
erri/Okigwe and Owerri/
Umuahia Roads being 
constructed are landmark 
achievements which will 
give ample room for pro-
ductivity: agriculture (farm-
ing), education, trade and 
industry and thereby boost 

the economy of  the state, as 
well as enhance prosperity, 
peace and security.

Stressing that the 3R gov-
ernment led by Governor 
Hope Uzodimma has also 
constructed and rehabilitat-
ed many roads within Ow-
erri metropolis including re-
mote communities in Orlu, 
Owerri and Okigwe Sen-
atorial Zones, Nze added 
that “Uzodimma is worth 
following as he is fulfilling 
promises he made to Ower-
ri Municipal Council. And 
he has given approval for 
the dualization of  Otamiri 
and Nworie Rivers with a 

view to generating power 
for the people. Hence, we 
will return Uzodimma for 
doing good and quality 
projects particularly roads 
in Imo State. He is award-
ing 3km of  roads across the 
state because he has good 
intention towards the recon-
struction, rehabilitation and 
recovery of  Imo State. He 
pays genuine workers regu-
larly and he has tackled in-
security and restored peace. 
His 30 months in office is a 
worthwhile experience”.

Also, the SOLAD has 
praised the Governor for ful-
ly restoring Ekeukwu Ow-
erri Market, saying some 
unfinished buildings will 
soon be completed, a feat he 
posited would create mas-
sive jobs and generate more 
revenue for the state, noting 
that since he came into of-
fice as SOLAD he has done 
wonderful things for Owerri 
Municipal Council, even as 
he vowed to do more while 
supporting the activities of  
the Shared Prosperity led 
administration to recover 
Imo State and make life 
more bearable for all per-
sons irrespective of  age, 
class, religion, sex and clan.

…Threatens to sue media houses reporting story of  jumped bail 

Afenifere’s support for Obi, is support for Nigeria – Ayo Adebanjo

T
he leader of  Afenifere, 
Ayo Adebanjo, says 
the support of  the 

Yoruba socio-political or-
ganisation for the presiden-
tial candidate of  Labour 
Party, Peter Obi, is a sup-
port for all Nigerians.

Adebanjo said this on 
Wednesday at a rally, Peter 
Obi held in Ibadan, the Oyo 
State capital.

Afenifere had said its en-
dorsement of  Peter Obi, fol-
lowed the decision of  some 

socio-cultural organisations 
in the country. It said the 
Labour Party candidate 
should be the next presi-
dent because the Igbo are 
the only major ethnic group 
yet to occupy the presidency 
since the return of  democ-
racy under the Fourth Re-
public.

Speaking at the rally held 
at Adamasingba Stadium in 
the ancient city and former 
capital of  the defunct West-

ern Region, Ayo Adebanjo 
appealed to Nigerians not to 
allow tribal sentiments influ-
ence their vote in the 2023 
presidential election.

“To those saying this one 
is Igbo, that one is Yoruba, 
the talk of  the president in 
Nigeria is not a talk of  the 
Igbo or Yoruba but the talk 
of  entire Nigeria,” Adebanjo 
said.

“We cannot continue to 
demand that the Igbo people 

remain in Nigeria while we, 
at the same time, continue 
to brutally marginalise and 
exclude them from the pow-
er dynamics.

“Peter Obi is the per-
son of  Igbo extraction that 
Afenifere has decided to 
support and back; he is the 
man we trust to restructure 
the country back to feder-
alism on the assumption of  
office.

“We will not compromise 

this principle of  justice, 
equity and inclusiveness 
because one of  our own, 
Asiwaju Bola Tinubu, is a 
frontline candidate. 

It is on this same principle 
we condemn the Peoples 
Democratic Party for spon-
soring Atiku Abubakar, a 
Northern Fulani Muslim to 
succeed General Muham-
madu Buhari another Fu-
lani Muslim,” he said.

A 94-year-old Ayo Adebanjo attends Obi’s rally in Ibadan.
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eriod fatigue is one of  Pthe most common 
symptoms women 

face during menstruation.
Period fatigue is a lack of  

energy and extreme tiredness 
just before or during a 
period. 

Sometimes they exhaust 
you to the point where you 
don't  feel  l ike working 
through the day. 

Here are some of  the 
common reasons why people 
f ee l  t i r ed  dur ing  the i r 
periods: 

Low oestrogen levels
Period fatigue is usually 

due to a decrease in the 
hormone oestrogen. 

This may be a part of  
premenstrual syndrome or 
PMS. This feeling lasts till 
the oestrogen levels start 
picking up at the end of  the 
period. 

at these foods if  you Ehave stomach ulcers.

S t o m a c h  s o r e s  a r e 
wounds in your stomach 
lining. You develop ulcers 
when acids from your food 
cause some damage to your 
stomach's wall. 

Stomach ulcers are also 

he belly fat won't go Taway if  you do these~
Have you tried to lose 

some belly fat and found it 
virtually impossible to do so? 
These are some common 
mistakes you might be making.
1. Eating too little 

Instead of  helping you lose 
weight, eating too little makes 
your sugar cravings worse and 
causes you to binge eat even 
more. 

2. You are not burning 
enough calories by being 
active. 

If  you work from home or 
go to the office daily, there is a 
chance you spend your time 
s i t t i n g  d o w n . 

rectile dysfunction Ecan cause stress, 
relationship strain 

and low self-confidence.
Erectile dysfunction is a 
condition that can make it 
difficult to get or maintain 
an erection. It can be a sign 
o f  a  p h y s i c a l  o r 
psychological condition. 

The main symptom is a 
man's inability to get or 
keep an erect ion f i rm 
e n o u g h  f o r  s e x u a l 
intercourse. 

Some foods are perfect 
for men's sexual health and 
r e g u l a t i n g  e r e c t i l e 
dysfunction. 

Following certain foods 
may also be helpful. Here's 
a list of  them below: 

Avocados
Avocados work magic 

for men's libido. It contains 
Vitamin E and Zinc which 
increases testosterone and 
sperm quality. 

Oats
This breakfast food is 

antioxidant qualities that 
stops H. Pylori bacteria 
growth. 

I f  yo u  d o  n o t  h ave 
diabetes, you can use honey 
instead of  sugar and it will 
soothe your stomach. 

2. Garlic 
Different clinical trials on 

animals show that garlic 

every week. 
A daily calorie deficit of  

1,000 is required to lose two 
pounds. Increasing daily 
exercise  or  eat ing fewer 
calories can help you cut 
calories, but doing both at once 
is best. 

Moreover, your body does 
not treat all food calories the 
same way. How your body 
burns calories has an impact 
on how it processes energy. 

If  you eat these foods you 
will stay satisfied for a longer 
period while keeping a calorie 
d e f i c i t :  g r a i n y  f o o d s , 
vegetables, Fruits, Fish, Nuts 
and Low-fat dairy items. 

b e c a u s e  o f  e x c e s s i v e 
bleeding or may be due to 
inadequate intake of  iron. 

Unhealthy diet
Eating a diet low in 

nutrition can also lead to 
period fatigue, says the 
doctor. It is best you eat foods 
high in iron, protein, omega-
3, magnesium, and calcium 
a n d  c o n t a i n s  a n t i -
inflammatory properties. 

Lack of  sleep
Did you know lack of  

sleep can also increase your 
risk of  heart disease, high 
blood pressure, diabetes, 
s t r o k e ,  o b e s i t y  a n d 
depression? While the pain 
and the mood swings may 
disrupt your sleep schedule, 
try to get naps whenever you 
can. Lack of  sleep can 
contribute to period fatigue. 

pain and ensuring it doesn't 
exacerbate. 

1. Honey 

H o n e y  i s  a  g o o d 
substitute for sugar 

Honey is a miraculous 
elixir gotten from the nectar 
of  bees. Honey contains 
certain antibacterial and 

To lose belly fat, you need 
to do 45 to 60 minutes of  
cardio (such as  jogging, 
playing basketball or soccer, 
jumping rope, power walking, 
etc.). Additionally, you must 
consume fewer processed 
foods, fast foods, and alcoholic 
beverages. 

You can't practice spot 
reduction if  you are serious 
about losing belly fat. Fat loss 
is the general reduction of  
body fat including your belly. 

5. You are not tracking 
your calories 

You need to burn 500 fewer 
calories each day than you 
consume to lose one pound 

ulcer. 
4. Cranberry juice 
Cranber r i e s  con ta in 

polyphenols that are good for 
your all-around health, but 
when it  comes to your 
stomach, they reduce the 
rate at which H. Pylori is 
produced and also reduce 
i n f l a m m a t i o n  i n  yo u r 
stomach lining. 

5. Yoghurt 
Yoghurts are also called 

probiotics. Yoghurts are high 
in dietary fibre. Probiotics 
contain bacteria and yeasts 
which are microorganisms 
that your stomach needs to 
prevent the growth of  H. 
Pylori. 

Heavy bleeding
This is another reason 

why you may experience 
period fatigue. The expert 
says  that  th is  happens 
because of  fibroids, polyps, 
or a hormonal imbalance. In 
some cases, a hormonal 
imbalance can lead to excess 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  
endometrium (buildup in the 
lining of  the uterus) and lead 
to heavy menstrual bleeding. 
Abnormal uterine bleeding 
can also cause fatigue, adds 
the doctor. It is best to talk to 
a  d o c t o r  t o  a v o i d 
complications. 

Anaemia
It is a condition in which 

your body lacks healthy red 
blood cells that help carry 
oxygen to other tissues of  the 
body. As per Dr Dalal, 
anaemia can also lead to 
period fatigue. This may be 

caused by Helicobacter 
pylori (H. pylori) and the use 
o f  p a i n k i l l e r s  c a l l e d 
n o n s t e r o i d a l  a n t i -
inflammatory drugs. 

The food you eat when 
you discover that you have a 
stomach ulcer makes a world 
of  difference in preventing 

Morning/evening jogs plus 
taking a break to move around 
helps you burn calories. You 
don't have to go to the gym to 
burn calories. 

3. You don't eat enough 
protein 

Yo u  m ay  l owe r  yo u r 
hunger hormone and increase 
multiple satiety hormones by 
swapping out carbohydrates 
and fat for protein. 

4. You are doing sit-ups and 
crunches to lose belly fat 

Sit-ups do not help you lose 
belly fat, or strengthen your 
core, your neck muscles, as 
we l l  a s  your  abdomina l 
muscles. 

excellent for the penis. It 
helps men reach orgasm. 
W i l d  o a t s  a r e  a n 
aphrodisiac because it 
possesses amino acid L-
Arginine which helps the 
blood vessel in the penis 
relax. The blood vessel in 
t h e  p e n i s  r e l a x i n g  i s 
important in maintaining 
an erection and reaching 
orgasm. 

Coffee
Studies have shown 

caffeine prevents erectile 
dys funct ion.  Caf fe ine 
increases blood flow to the 
penile arteries and muscles. 

Watermelon
This is called in popular 

lingo “penis fruit” it has L-
Arginine which helps a man 
w h o  h a s  e r e c t i l e 
dysfunction 

 Spinach
Spinach contains folate 

and folate helps blood flow. 
Folic acid is an important 
supplement and deficiency 
i n  i t  c a u s e s  e r e c t i l e 
dysfunction. 

s t o p s  H .  P y l o r i  f r o m 
growing. 

Garlic has a bad aftertaste 
and smell, so you do not have 
to chew it raw. Using garlic in 
meals; taking garlic tea or 
garlic extract or supplements 
is a viable option. 

Ask your doctor to be sure 
that garlic does not conflict 
with any other medication 
you might be on. 

3. Greens and Vegetables 
Many vegetables like 

broccoli, collard greens, 
spinach and vegetables 
contain vitamin A and 
vitamin A increases mucus 
in the gastrointestinal tract 
which is good if  you have an 

Period fatigue: Here's why women feel tired during menstruation 

Foods to eat if you have stomach ulcer

Prevent erectile dysfunction
with the following foods

Common mistakes people make when trying to lose belly fat 
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Osinachi always afraid in her husband’s
presence, brother tells court
G

odwin Madu, broth-
er of  the late gos-
pel singer, Osinachi 

Nwachukwu, has told a Fed-
eral Capital Territory High 
Court, sitting in Abuja, how 
the late songbird answered 
calls and spoke in fear, due 
to her husband’s (Peter Nwa-
chukwu) presence.

Led in evidence by 
the Prosecution counsel, 
Aderonke Imana, Madu also 
told the court how Nwa-
chukwu allegedly abused 
Osinachi verbally and phys-
ically.

He said: “Whenever we 
called Osinachi to hear from 
her, she answered with fear.

“In 2019 August, my mom 
was sick, Osinachi begged 
Peter for my mom to come 
over, but he refused. Then 
Osinachi went to Pastor 
Enenche’s wife, Becky, of  
Dunamis Church, to prevail 
on Peter to allow Osinachi’s 
mom to come down to Abu-
ja for treatment.

“So, Becky met with Pe-
ter and begged him, before 
he accepted. Then when she 

came down to Abuja.
The first day Peter sent his 

son, Ebube, to go get water 
for him with a cup. When 
he went to get the water, as a 
child, the water spilled from 
the cup. Peter beat Ebube 
mercilessly, just because the 
boy made a very little mis-
take.

“When my mom heard his 
cry, she started telling Peter 
that he should take it easy on 
him, that he is a child and 
mistakes were part of  their 
learning. I was there listen-
ing to my mom, and the next 
thing Peter did was insult my 
mom, calling her names that 
she was a witch and that she 
wants to scatter his family.

“When he was saying all 
those things, my mum kept 
quiet and didn’t respond.

The next day my sister was 
in the kitchen cooking, and 
she called on me to come 
and assist her, I was in the 
kitchen helping her to cut 
onions, Peter then came to 
the kitchen and asked what 
I was doing there. My sister 
said to him, please allow him 

he is helping me, he started 
insulting my sister, calling 
her names. That day he said 
to her ‘you know how I used 
to be to you,’ in my presence 
for the first time.

“Then the second day, he 
did the same thing, I was in 
the kitchen helping my sis-
ter. He told her that I have 
warned you several times 
not to allow this your useless 
brother inside my kitchen, 
then my sister said to him, 
there are so many things 
to do in the kitchen. He re-
peated the same words, ‘you 
know how I used to be to 
you,’ in my presence for the 
second time.

“The next day, I was in 
the kitchen. helping my sis-
ter wash the plates, and he 
repeated the same words to 
my sister. When he said it 
I was very. angry that very 
day, I said to Osinachi what 
does this man mean by these 
things he is saying, he heard 
what I said and started in-
sulting me.

“On the fourth day, I was 
with my mom in the room 

News

where she was when I was 
going to the kitchen, I saw 
him he raised his hands to 
hit my sister Osinachi, then 
I said if  you try it, my mom 
heard my voice and she 
called me, Peter started in-
sulting me again.

“The next day, he chased 
me and my mom out of  his 
house, I called Osinachi’s 
twin sister, Amarachi, and I 
told her what happened, she 
called one of  her Delta wom-
an friends, it was the woman 
that came and picked me and 
my mom.

“It was in that woman’s 
house that we stayed for one 
month until she completed 
her treatment before we both 
went back to Enugu. Then I 
came back to Abuja, I started 
my music stuff  then when I 
go to church on Sunday, that 
is when I normally see my 
sister(Osinachi) and when-
ever she’s talking to me and 
notices the presence of  Peter, 
she will be afraid, she will 
quickly leave and tell me lat-
er.”

“For years, it kept happen-

At the swearing-in of two latest commissioners by Imo State Governor, Hope Uzodinma.

BVAS: Youths will shut down Nigeria
- Ohanaeze warns INEC, APC 

T
he apex Igbo so-
cio-cultural organ-
isation, Ohanaeze 

Ndigbo Youth Council 
Worldwide, OYC, has react-
ed to the fresh controversy 
over the deployment of  the 
Bimodal Voter Accredita-
tion System, BVAS and the 
INEC Results Viewing Por-
tal, IReV, for the 2023 gener-
al elections.

The OYC said Senator 
Abdullahi Adamu, the Na-
tional Chairman of  the 
APC, should be placed on 
watchlist by security agen-
cies and the international 
community for allegedly 
toeing a path capable of  

destroying Nigeria.  Adamu 
had on Wednesday, while 
speaking to a delegation 
from the Commonwealth 
Election Observation Mis-
sion, claimed that Nigeria 
was not yet ready for such 
technology. He said, “Our 
concern is how ready we to 
deploy some of  these tech-
nologies as regards trans-
mission are.

“To transmit results, every 
part of  the nation Nigeria 
I’m not sure that the net-
work covers it.  “I know 
that even in parts of  Abuja, 
there is no network, and we 
have from now till February 
when in substantial parts of  

the country, there is no elec-
tricity.”

Reacting to the develop-
ment, the National Presi-
dent of  Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
Youth Council Worldwide, 
Mazi Okwu Nnabuike ac-
cused the APC of  trying to 
truncate Nigeria’s democra-
cy.   

Okwu said Adamu’s stand 
was a confirmation of  earli-
er rumour of  an ignoble at-
tempt to remove the INEC 
chairman, Professor Yaku-
bu Mahmood from office 
over his insistence to deploy 
technology to enhance the 
credibility of  the electoral 
process. 

“We are in deep shock 
over the unpopular state-
ment made by the APC Na-
tional Chairman, Senator 
Adamu. It is even more un-
pardonable considering that 
it is coming from the chair-
man of  the ruling party. 

“In countries of  the world, 
a ruling party is expected to 
be in the vanguard of  ad-
vancing democracy, but that 
is no longer the case with the 
APC. 

“It is now confirmed that 
the Adamu-led APC is be-
hind the rumoured plot to 
oust the INEC boss from 
office. 

“However, his plot has 

T
he Acting vice chan-
cellor VC of  Imo State 
University of  Agri-

culture and Environmental 
Sciences, Prof  Patrick Eg-
bule has been removed.

His removal is with im-
mediate effect while Prof  
Christopher Chiedozie Eze 
takes over. While Speaking 
with pressmen this morning 
in Owerri Imo state Nigeria, 
Chief  Cosmas Iwu, Secre-
tary to the Government of  

Imo State, stated that his 
removal takes immediate ef-
fect.

His removal was by the 
approval of  the Executive 
Governor of  Imo State, His 
Excellency, Senator Hope 
Uzodinma for immediate 
replacement. Prof  Patrick 
Egbule is now the Acting 
Vice Chancellor of  Imo state 
University of  Agriculture 
and Environmental Sciences, 
Umuagwo. 

ing like that until March, 
this year, when my sister 
was sick, it was through my 
mom that I knew that my 
sister was sick. My mom 
said to me that I should go 
and find out what was hap-
pening to Osinachi. I went 
to their house, I knocked 
and knocked, Ebube came 
out the first son. When he 
came out he now asked 
Ebube who is that, Ebube 
said it was uncle Godwin. 
He told Ebube to tell me that 
I should go.

“Then the next day, my 
sister was in the hospital, he 
never wanted to tell me that 
my sister was in the hospital. 
My sister cried and begged 
him to send the address of  
the hospital so that I can 
come. When I came to the 
hospital, I saw my sister in se-
vere pain, holding her chest, 
I saw a doctor that was with 
her there. Right there when 
the doctor finished attending 
to her, Peter was there too, I 
wanted to see the doctor, but 
Peter blocked me and called 
security to push me out.

“The second day, I came 
to the hospital he didn’t al-
low me to come close. Then 
before the twin sister Ama-
rachi came, when she came, 
Peter started asking her what 

was doing there in the hos-
pital, she said that she came 
to take care of  her sister, and 
Peter said she should better 
go back to where she was 
coming from.

“She didn’t say anything 
to Peter. Peter said we 
should both leave the hospi-
tal, that we should go far to 
the garden as he was expect-
ing somebody.

“For more than twenty 
minutes we were outside so 
that he will tell us the per-
son had come and we can 
go in. “We waited for so 
long before we now came 
to the room in the hospital 
where they were, then my 
sister Osinachi was beg-
ging the twin sister that she 
should not be angry, Ama-
rachi said okay that there’s 
no problem. After that, Pe-
ter brought out a lab result 
and gave it to Osinachi and 
said to her, you don’t have 
cancer, despite the pain and 
what Osinachi was pass-
ing through right there, she 
smiled.

“Peter went to the toilet 
to ease himself; Osinachi 
said to us that please we 
should go and check on the 
children, that she doesn’t 
want any torture from Peter 
again.”

failed; he has exposed him-
self  as we the Nigerian 
youths will not let that hap-
pen. 

 “The 2023 general elec-
tion is between the forces 
of  darkness that have held 
this country down for dec-
ades and the future genera-
tion. There will be no hiding 
place for failed politicians 
and a million Adamu cannot 
frustrate that resolve.”

The youth group urged the 
INEC to “remain steadfast 
as the masses are with you. 
The commission should not 
bow to the wicked pressure 
as we shall march the evil 
forces; we shall resist the 

wicked forces who do not 
mean well for Nigeria. 

 “The youths will shut 
down this country should 
anyone attempt to toy with 
the future of  Nigeria. 

 “The highest legacy Presi-
dent Muhammdu Buhari has 
bequeathed for this country 
is signing the amended Elec-
toral Act and we shall give 
the INEC all the support to 
ensure its full application. 

“We also urge President 
Buhari to stand with the 
masses and be wary of  the 
likes of  Adamu who are pur-
suing a selfish agenda.” 

Okwu urged security agen-
cies and the international 
community to “place Ada-
mu and his collaborators on 
watchlist as they are poised 
to destroy Nigeria to realise 
their selfish agenda.”
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win their first league title in 
over two decades and see 
Osimhen as a key player in 
achieving that objective.

The 23-year-old has 
scored nine goals in 11 
league outings for the 
Partenopei this season.

Napoli are unbeaten in 
Serie A this season and 
enjoyed an eight- point lead 
over second placed AC 
Milan.

“Victor Osimhen is not 
going to be available in 

January because Napoli 
want to continue with him 
as their star at least until the 
end of  the season,” transfer 
market expert, Fabrizio 
Romano told Givemesport.

“Al so,  many  o the r 
players rumored will not be 
available, so it's going to be 
difficult to find the right 
player.”

Chelsea, Liverpool and 
Real Madrid also rumoured 
to be interested in the 
player.

World Cup 2022

11:00 Tunisia – Australia—1X

14:00 Poland - Saudi Arabia—1X 

17:00 France – Denmark—X2

20:00 Argentina – Mexico—1X 

11:00 Japan - Costa Rica—1 

14:00 Belgium – Morocco—X2

17:00 Croatia – Canada—1X 

20:00 Spain – Germany—X 

11:00 Cameroon – Serbia –X 

14:00 South Korea – Ghana –X 

17:00 Brazil – Switzerland –1X 

20:00 Portugal – Uruguay—1X  

16:00 Ecuador – Senegal—X 

16:00 Netherlands – Qatar—Ov 2.5

20:00 Iran – USA—X2 

20:00 Wales – England—2 

Algerian Cup

14:00 USF Constantine - EC Oued 

Smar—1x 

15:00 Biskra – Kabylie-- x

15:00 CR Belouizdad – Constantine—1 

Azerbaijan 

13:00 Neftci Baku – Sabail—1 

16:00 Qarabag – Zira—1 

Betting tips for the weekend

...Bet responsibly

World Cup: Cameroon-born
Embolo lifts Switzerland in
match opener 

B
reel Embolo scored against the country of  
his bir th as Switzerland defeated 
Cameroon 1-0 to make a winning start to 

their World Cup campaign on Thursday. 
Embolo struck three minutes into the second 

half  at Al Janoub Stadium as Switzerland 
secured a vital three points in a group that 
includes tournament favourites Brazil and 
Serbia. 

Cameroon have now lost their last eight 
World Cup matches going back to 2002. 

Roger Milla was presented with an award 
before kick-off  as the 
oldest goalscorer in 
World Cup history, a 
reminder  o f  pas t 
glories for Cameroon 
who have won just 
o n e  g a m e  s i n c e 
reaching the quarter-
finals 32 years ago.

C a m e r o o n 
c o a c h ,  R i g o b e r t 
Song, who played at 

four World Cups with a 42-year-old Milla in 
1994, opted for the in-form Eric Maxim Choupo-
Moting to lead the attack in place of  usual 
captain, Vincent Aboubakar. 

African teams had made an encouraging 
start in Qatar after all five failed to get past the 
group stage in 2018, but Cameroon will regret not 
making more of  a first half  they controlled. 

oma head coach, Jose Mourinho has Rreportedly made contact with Barcelona to 
discuss a proposed January deal to sign 

right-back Hector Bellerin.
After spending 10 years in the senior team at 

Arsenal, the 27-year-old mutually agreed to 
terminate his contract over the summer before 
returning to boyhood club Barca.

However, Bellerin has struggled for regular 
first-team football under head coach Xavi, 
featuring only five times across all competitions this 
season.

A recent report claims that Xavi is keen to 
replace Bellerin in the summer, and Mourinho has 
identified the Spaniard as a potential target.

According to Sport, Mourinho has called 
Barcelona to discuss a possible loan or permanent 
transfer for Bellerin, who is out of  contract at Camp 
Nou at the end of  the season.

The Roma boss is on the lookout for a new 
right wing-back after falling out with Rick 
Karsdorp, who appears to have played his last game 
for the Italian club.

Following Roma's 1-1 Serie A draw with 
Sassuolo earlier this month, Mourinho accused an 
unnamed player – believed to be Karsdorp – of  
'betraying' his team and that he should find a new 
club in January.

Mourinho contacts Barcelona
Bellerin

Napoli to reject Manchester United offer for Osimhen
erie A club, Napoli 

Swill not accept any 
o f f e r  f r o m 

Manchester United for 
their Nigerian forward 
Victor Osimhen when the 
transfer window reopens in 
January.

United parted ways 
with Portugal captain, 
Cristiano Ronaldo this 
week and have reportedly 
identified Osimhen as a 
potential replacement.

Napoli are looking to 

Kane good to go againstKane good to go against
USA, SouthgateUSA, Southgate

confirmsconfirms

Kane good to go against
USA, Southgate

confirms
ngland manager, Gareth Southgate has confirmed Ecaptain Harry Kane will be available for Friday's World 
Cup clash with the USA.

England's captain suffered a knock to his right ankle in the 
second half  of  Monday's 6-2 win over Iran and played on for 25 
minutes before being substituted after 76 minutes and underwent 
a scan to determine the severity of  the injury.

In an interview with ITV, Southgate said: “He's good. He's 
worked a little bit more individually today, but he'll be back in 
with the team tomorrow and all good for the game.

“We just checked him out just to see. I think, sometimes, 
when you're treating things, it's important to know exactly what is 
there and that was all good.

“It's not so much the ankle, it's more the foot. It was a poor 
challenge, really, but I think it's one that, fortunately, we've got 
away with reasonably lightly.

“I was [holding my breath] when he went down on the pitch, 
but once he'd carried on playing, everything has been good.”

helsea and Arsenal are 

Cboth keeping an eye on 
Porto and Brazil attacker 

Pepe, according to a report.
The 25-year-old has been a 

cons i s t en t  s ta r t e r  fo r  the 
Portuguese champions this 
season, making 21 appearances 
i n  a l l  t o u r n a m e n t s  a n d 
contributing two goals and five 
assists.

Pepe star ted all six of  
Porto's Champions League 
group stage matches as Sergio 
Conceicao's men finished top of  
Group B, setting up a last-16 tie 
with Inter Milan.

T h e  f o r m e r  G r e m i o 
youngster demonstrated his 
versatility by playing as a right-
back, right-winger, left-winger 

and number 10 in Europe, and he 
has performed similar duties in 
the Primeira Liga.

Pepe now has a total of  eight 
goals and 11 assists from 63 
games for Porto, having joined 
from Gremio in the summer of  
2021, and he signed a new deal 
with the club until 2027 in 
October.

Despite his fresh terms, 
Record – via Sport Witness – 
claims that Arsenal and Chelsea 
have both been alerted to Pepe's 
performances and have not been 
put off  by his new contract.

H o w e v e r ,  P e p e  i s 
understood to possess a €75m 
(£64m) release clause in his deal, 
and Porto would demand that 
the amount be paid in full to 
sanction a sale.

As a result, Chelsea and 
Arsenal have been warned to 

prepare for a 'tough' period of  
negotiations if  they are to drive 
the price down, and it is unclear 
if  Pepe currently has any desire 
to leave Porto.

Since arriving in Portugal, 
the  at tacker  has  won one 
Primeira Liga title, one Taca de 
Portugal and one Taca da Liga 
crown, but his success is yet to 
translate into international 
opportunities.

Pepe has three goals to boast 
from six matches for Brazil's 
Under-23s, but he remains 
uncapped at senior level and was 
not included in Tite's squad for 
the 2022 World Cup.

Chelsea could be in the 
market for a new winger in 
January if  Hakim Ziyech leaves 
the club, with the out-of-favour 
Moroccan believed to still be on 
the radar of  AC Milan.

Chelsea, Arsenal show interest in  Porto
winger, Pepe

Ronaldo banned,
fined £50k over
phone incident 

ormer Manchester United Ff o r w a r d ,  C r i s t i a n o 
Ronaldo has been banned 

for two domestic matches for 
knocking a phone out of  an 
Everton fan's hand. 

The 37-year-old appeared to 
hit the phone as he went down to 
t h e  t u n n e l  a f t e r  d e f e a t  a t 
Goodison Park in April. 

Ronaldo, who left United by 
mutual consent on Tuesday after 
criticising manager Erik ten Hag, 
was also fined £50,000 by the 
Football Association. 

Ronaldo will serve the ban at 
domestic level with any new club – 
in England or abroad – although it 
does not apply at continental club 
level, such as the Champions 
League. 

An independent FA hearing 
found him guilty of  improper and 
violent conduct. 

He was cautioned by police 
in August and apologised to the 
young fan immediately after the 
incident.

T h e  FA  s a i d  Ro n a l d o 
admitted the improper conduct 
charge but not violent conduct. 

The end of  his second spell at 
O l d  T r a f f o r d  f o l l o w e d  a 
controversial interview in which 
he criticised United and said he 
had “no respect” for Ten Hag. 


