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Tinubu in Imo: I ’ll create new industrial hubs in
Aba, Owerri, existing ones would be modernized 
T

he All Progressives 
Congress Presidential 
Candidate, Asíwájú 

Bola Tinubu, has promised 
the people of  Southeast mas-
sive economic development 
and forward looking govern-
ment that will assuage the 
past difficulties of  the region.

He spoke at a Town Hall 
meeting with leaders of  the 
private sector and trade asso-
ciations on Thursday in Ow-
erri, Imo State capital.

The APC standard bearer 
was responding to the re-
marks of  Ebonyi State Gov-
ernor David Umahi, who 
said the Southeast had been 
neglected and abandoned 
since the end of  the civil war, 
asking what Tinubu had in 
stock for them.

Before his response to 
Governor Umahi, the APC 
presidential candidate 
thanked Imo State Gover-
nor, Hope Uzodimma, who 
is also the Southeast Coordi-
nator of  the Tinubu/Shetti-
ma Campaign, for facilitat-
ing the town hall meeting.

Asiwaju Tinubu used his 
address to comprehensively 
address the issues raised by 
Ebonyi State Governor and 
other development challeng-
es of  the old Eastern region 
first by recalling his experi-
ence as a son brought up by 
a mother who was a trader 
and market leader.

Tinubu said based on his 
experience and the lessons 
learnt, he understands the 
challenges traders, busi-

ness owners and people of  
the South-East are going 
through.

The Town Hall meeting 
was attended among others 
by APC National Chairman, 
Senator Abdullahi Adamu, 
the party’s Vice Presidential 
Candidate Senator Kashim 
Shettima, Ebonyi State Gov-
ernor David Umahi who is 
the Coordinator for South, 
House of  Representatives 
Deputy Speaker Hon. Idris 
Wase, APC Deputy Nation-
al Chairman, South, Barris-
ter Emma Enekwu, Deputy 
National Chairman, North, 
Senator Abubakar Kyari and 
some members of  the Na-
tional Working Committee 
for the party.

Tinubu said about his 
mother: “She gave me the 
grit and determination which 
has served me well in politics. 
More important, she taught 
me that patience, wisdom, 
tolerance and generosity are 
the hallmarks of  a good lead-
er, be they a market leader or 
a candidate aspiring to the 
highest office of  the land”.

On his plans for the South-
east after becoming Nigeria’s 
President from May 29, 2023, 
Tinubu said new industrial 
hubs would be created in Aba 
and Owerri, while already 
existing ones would be mod-
ernized.

He also spoke on making 
access to credit facilities avail-
able to the traders across the 
region and the country in gen-
eral.

 “My Government shall 
build an economy with a 
growing industrial base, more 
and better jobs for our youth 
and more high-quality home-
grown goods to sell and mer-
chandise.”

 “We shall establish indus-
trial hubs throughout the na-
tion and modernize existing 
ones. We will encourage and 
facilitate greater production 
in places like Owerri and 
Aba. At the same time, we 
shall broaden opportunities 
for you to engage in more 
international commerce by 
steering more activity towards 
ports outside of  Lagos such 
as Onne.”

 “I envision the Owerri-Port 
Harcourt and Aba-Port Har-
court corridors becoming 
more active and lucrative 
trade and manufacturing cor-
ridors than they already are.”

 “My administration will 
establish policies that widen 
your horizons and expand 
your business reach both in 
terms of  the goods you sell 
and your geographic reach to 
new markets.”

 “Working with the state 
governments, the CBN and 
banking industry, we shall 
embark on a two-pronged 
credit revolution.”

 “First, on the sale and 
supply side, we shall seek to 
drive down interest rates on 
business loans, especially for 
investment in manufacturing 
as well as small and medium 
sized enterprises.”

 “Working with Governor 

Uzodimma, we shall contin-
ue to push to return Avutu 
Poultry to its status as a world 
class poultry farm. This will 
increase food and nutrition 
while creating jobs and giv-
ing us a chance to open new 
markets. Ada Palm can, once 
again, become a fulcrum of  
job creation and foreign cur-
rency earnings.”

On infrastructure devel-
opment, the APC presiden-
tial flagbearer said the Sam 
Mbakwe International Car-
go Airport, Owerri would 
become fully operational to 
help large-scale movement of  
goods across the region while 
priority would also be placed 
on the completion of  the Ab-
akaliki-Benin section of  the 
rail project, integrating the 
Southeast to the national rail 
system.”

 “We can hold to little of  
these good economic things 
without adequate peace and 

security. Our response to ter-
ror, kidnapping and violent 
criminality includes increased 
manpower, better communi-
cations and mobility equip-
ment and training,” Tinubu 
added.

The former Lagos State 
Governor also did not fail to 
mention that he would work 
towards integrating all re-
gions in the country to ensure 
Nigeria continues to remain 
in unity.”

 “For me the unity of  this 
nation is sacrosanct, it is 
non-negotiable. However, I 
realize that many people have 
genuine and painful grievanc-
es in need of  fair and durable 
resolution.”

 “My government will be 
comprised of  people from 
every section of  the country 
and ready to discuss legiti-
mate grievances with those 
in search of  a peaceful reso-
lution.”

Governor Uzodimma said 
the Town Hall meeting was 
a deliberate strategy of  the 
APC candidate to interface 
with the business leaders 
and trade associations in the 
Southeast so he can factor 
their positions and views in 
the business of  government 
when elected.

Abia Government donates food to 
victims of military invasion 
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia 

S
tate Deputy Governor, 
Sir Ude Oko Chukwu 
has assured the people 

of  Amangwu Ohafia that the 
Dr Okezie Ikpeazu’s led ad-
ministration will do all it can 
to live up to its responsibili-
ties of  protecting their lives 
and property.

Oko Chukwu who gave 
the assurance while address-
ing thousands of  displaced 
people of  Amangwu Oha-
fia being sheltered the Ok-
pocha square by the people 
of  Amaekpu Ohafia, con-
demned the unfortunate in-
cident that led to their being 
displaced from their homes, 
adding that the State govern-
ment is sympathetic to  their 
predicament in living as refu-
gees outside their homes  in a 
non-war situation.

The Deputy Governor 
lamented the destruction of  
lives and property during 
the crises but encouraged the 
displaced persons to return 

to their homes as according 
to him, Nigeria Army has 
assured the natives of  their 
safety back home.

He used the forum to com-
mend the Traditional Ruler 
of  Amaekpu Community, 
Ezieogo Uduma Obuba 
Kalu, the entire Amaekpu 
Community as well as Sis-
ter communities of  Elu and 
Ebem Ohafia for all their 
efforts at taking care of  their 
displaced Amangwu Ohafia 
refugees .

Sir Oko Chukwu enjoined 
the people to forgive, be law 
abiding and allow peace to 
reign so that the once vi-
brant Ohafia Community 
and pride of  the LGA and 
Abia, can come alive again 
and assured that the State 
government would provide 
amenities to assuage their 
conditions.

In their remarks the Tra-
ditional Ruler of  Amaekpu 
Community, Ezieogo Udu-
ma Obuba Kalu, the Chair-
man Ohafia Council of  Tra-
ditional Rulers, Eze Igwe 

How DSS brutalized me with 
machete - Former Deputy Speaker 
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia 

T
he Former Deputy 
Speaker of  Abia State 
House of  Assembly, 

Chief  Chinedum Elechi has 
narrated his near-death expe-
rience in the hands of  a per-
sonal of  Department of  State 
Security (DSS) last Sunday.

The assault took place at 
Azikiwe road, Umuahia after 
the DSS officer accused Chief  
Elechi of  scratching his car.

Elechi, who is also the Di-
rector-General of  Prof  Uche 
Ikonne, PDP guber candidate 
in Abia State was last Sunday, 
allegedly pummeled with ma-
chete by the unnamed DSS 
official, who was said to be 
from Ebonyi State Com-
mand.

Speaking from his hospital 

bed at Federal Medical Cen-
tre (FMC) Umuahia amidst 
pain, the Uche Ikonne Cam-
paign D-G recalled how he 
was attacked by the DSS of-
ficer who claimed that he (El-
echi) scratched his car.

The D-G who denied the 
accusation, lamented that the 
officer double-crossed his car 
and instantly brought out a 
long machete which he said, 
the DSS officer used in inflict-
ing deep wounds all over his 
body.

Elechi who spoke in pain 
as Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
and top government officials 
listened, said he would have 
been killed if  people had not 
intervened.

Consoling the former Dep-
uty Speaker, Governor Okez-
ie Ikpeazu who was at FMC 
with government too brass, 

vowed that the culprit who is 
now in Police net, would not 
go unpunished.

The Governor who could 
not hide his anger during the 
visit,  described the actions of  
the security personnel  against 
Elechi as barbaric, noting that 
the DSS official is bereft of  
every form of  civility even as 
he assured that  thorough in-
vestigation is on to unravel the 
true intentions of  the attacker.
He thanked the management 
and doctors on duty in FMC 
for their prompt efforts in sav-
ing the life of  Chief  Elechi, 
urging them to do everything 
to give the brutalised Cam-
paign Manager the best medi-
cal service.

News Echo observed that 
the victim suffered machete 
cuts in the head, left hand and 
shoulder.

Purchase of vehicles with old number 
plates risky, says FRSC Commander
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Sector Commander 
of  Federal Road Safety 
Commission (FRSC), 

Abia State Command, Mr 
Romanus Ugwu has advised 
motorists and other interested 
vehicle owners in the State 
against purchasing vehicles 
with their old number plates.

This advice he said, is to 
save the vehicle owner from 
being embarrassed or impli-
cated in any crime that may 
have been committed with 
the vehicle when it was in the 

use of  the former owners.
Ugwu who gave the advice 

in Umuahia while speak-
ing on the sustained efforts 
of  Abia State Command 
of  FRSC in ensuring acci-
dent-free roads, disclosed that 
some vehicles which are sold 
to new owners may have been 
used for kidnapping,armed 
robbery or may have also 
been snatched from their 
rightful owners before been 
sold off.

He added that if  such a ve-
hicle is in the wanted lists of  
security agencies or used for 
crime, the number plate may 

land the new vehicle owner 
in trouble as security agencies 
may treat any person found 
with such property as a sus-
pected criminal.

He therefore advised that 
thorough details of  fair-
ly-used vehicles and their 
owners should be verified by 
the buying public to ensure 
that the vehicles were not sto-
len or used for crime by those 
trying to sell the vehicles.

The Abia Sector Com-
mander equally warned mo-
torists against overloading, 
over speeding, drink-driving, 
use of  expired tyre especially 
these ember month.

Ojike, the Traditional Ruler 
of  Amangwu autonomous 
community, Ezie A.A Obobi 
while decrying the security 
issues that led to the confron-
tation, however thanked the 
State government   for giving 
them a sense of  belonging as 
well as ensuring that security 
is restored in Amangwu Oha-
fia.

The State government lat-
er presented cash donations, 
bags of  rice, garri, cartoons of  
Indomie noddles , tomatoes 
among others to the displaced 
people of  Amangwu Ohafia.

Deputy Speaker, Abia State 
House of  Assembly, Mr If-
eanyi Uchendu, the member 
representing Ohafia North 
State Constituency, Chief  
Mandela Obasi, the Princi-
pal Secretary to the wife of  
the Governor, Chief  Mrs 
Love Ezema, top Govt Offi-
cials, the President -General 
of  Amaekpu Development 
Union,  Rev  Onyema Agbai, 
Traditional Rulers from the 
Area were present during the 
visit.

Ahmed  Tinubu
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Anambra vigilante rescues abducted 
Catholic Priest

Governor Hope Uzodimma receives the All Progressives Congress Presidential �ag bearer,  Asiwaju Bola Ahmed
Tinubu at the Sam Mbakwe Airport, Imo State. 

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
 Awka

B
arely 24 hours after 
his abduction, An-
ambra State-based 

Catholic priest, Rev. Father 
Cyril Okafor, rescued by the 
Umueri community vigilan-
te team.

The priest was said to have 
been kidnapped on Tuesday 
afternoon around the Holy 
Ghost Adoration Centre, 
Igboukwu in Anambra state.

Security update issued 
on Wednesday by the Pres-
ident-General of  Umueri 
Community and African 
Director of  the Interna-
tional Association of  Peace 
Advocates, Chief  Johnny 
Chukwudi Metchie, said the 
cleric was abducted at about 

3pm on Tuesday but rescued 
around 4:30 am on Wednes-
day by the vigilante team 
who intercepted the kidnap-
pers.

He said, “Today, at about 
4:30am in the morning, the 
agile men of  the Umueri 
vigilante group led by the 
CSO, Friday (Omo Fri), in-
tercepted some kidnappers 
in Umueri and rescued a 
Reverend Father identified 
as Rev. Father Cyril Okafor.

“The Rev. Father was kid-
napped yesterday (Tuesday), 
November 15, 2022, around 
Holy Ghost Adoration Cen-
tre Igboukwu. According to 
the Rev. Father, who is now 
with the police at Otuocha 
Police Station, he was taken 
to Enugu and then to Nteje 
where they hoped to keep 

Uche Ogah returns to Abia after court
victory over Emenike
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia 

I
mmediate-past Minister 
of  State for Mines and 
Steel Development, Dr 

Uche Ogah has returned 
to Abia State State in a 
victories style, after his pro-
nouncement as the authen-

tic governorship candidate 
of  APC in Abia State by 
the Court.

A federal High Court had 
last week’s Friday, declared 
Ogah as the true winner of  
Abia State APC primary 
election conducted in the 
State and consequently de-
clared him the party’s can-

didate for next year’s guber 
polls, thereby sacking High 
Chief  Ikechi Emenike.

Returning in a victories 
style, Ogah first arrived the 
Sam Mbakwe Cargo Air-
port in Owerri where he 
first addressed his teeming 
supporters before heading 
back to Abia State where 
he made intermittent stop 
overs in different towns be-
fore arriving in Umuahia, 
Abia capital to be   was 
received by about 2,000 
supporters and party mem-
bers.

Speaking on his victory 
at the Federal High Court 
Abuja, Dr. Ogah described 
his victory as the will of  
God and also the popular 
choice of  Abia APC faith-
ful and Abia electorate in 
general.

He commended the judi-
ciary for standing with the 
truth and also  extolled his 
party members for keeping 

him in a hotel room, but the 
hotel was fully booked.

Then, they brought him to 
Otuocha, Umueri, and kept 
him gaged in an abandoned 
building, waiting for his fam-
ily to pay ransom before the 
Umueri vigilante CSO and 
his team intercepted one of  
the kidnappers who claimed 
he was a visitor on his way 
to pray in the river that early 

morning.
“He was forced to lead 

the vigilante to where he 
is staying in Umueri, and 
that’s how he led them to the 
building where they kept the 
Rev. Father. Unfortunately, 
while the vigilante searched 
the building and questioned 
him, he ran away with the 
other three members of  his 
gang.

“That’s when it dawned 
on the vigilante that they 
were criminals, and as they 
intensified the search on the 
building, the Rev. Father was 
found where he was tied up. 
The vigilante also recovered 
a Highlander SUV used by 
the kidnappers.

“I am thankful to God for 
using men of  Umueri vig-
ilante to save the life of  His 

servant. I am so proud of  
the job being done by the 
Umueri vigilante group.

“Criminals should stay 
away from Umueri and the 
entire Omambala region be-
cause the joint task force in 
place will always fish them 
out for the law to handle.

“While investigation is 
going on, I beg everyone to 
be alert and report any sus-
picious person to the vigilan-
te group. Get to know your 
neighbor, and be worried 
when you see an unknown 
face in any abandoned or 
uncompleted building.

“May God keep protect-
ing our vigilante men and 
Umueri Oke-ebo Kingdom 
from evil people”.

hopes alive while the suit 
lasted in Court and chal-
lenged the APC members 
to brace up for the task of  
liberating Abia in 2023.

The ex-Minister de-
scribed himself  as the man 
with competence, capacity 
and connection to develop 
Abia State, assuring that 
the State would experience 
uncommon transformation 
if  he takes over in 2023.

Speaking earlier, the 
media spokesman for Dr 
Uche Ogah, Chief  Joe 
Nnanyerugo Ogbonnaya 
said the next victory for 
Ogah would be 2023 guber 
election.

It was reliably gathered 
during the reception that 
some candidates of  APC 
for some elective positions 
in the State who felt alleg-
edly betrayed in the Ike-
chi Emenike camp, have 
crossed over to Uche Ogah 
camp.

Umahi promises Tinubu 
of South/East votes 

T
he Ebonyi State Gov-
ernor, Dave Umahi, 
has said that the votes 

of  the South East are for the 
presidential candidate of  the 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC), Bola Ahmed Tinu-
bu.

He also said Ebonyi was 
‘Obi-Dient’ only to the rul-
ing party.

Recall that a few days ago 
the Anambra State Gover-
nor, Prof  Charles Soludo, 
said the presidential candi-
date of  the Labour Party 
(LP), Peter Obi, who is from 
the South East, would not 
win the election.

Addressing Tinubu, his 
wife and other governors of  
the party at the official com-
missioning of  the Ebonyi 
State Governor’s Lodge in 
Asokoro, Abuja, yesterday, 
Umahi said, “We are not 
hiding to say you are our 
candidate.”

He said, “We are not hid-
ing to say that you will take 
care of  the South East peo-
ple. We are not hiding to say 
that all our votes will be for 

the APC. There is no mis-
take about that.

“The Coordinator of  the 
South East is here, Chief  
Hope Uzodinma, the peo-
ple of  the South East have 
spoken and I am the Chair-
man of  the South East Gov-
ernors Forum. So I speak 
on their behalf. We know 
where it will be better for us 
in 2023, and that is APC.

“Ebonyi State is only 
‘Obi-Dient’ to APC. On the 
22nd we will do a rally that 
is never witnessed in the en-
tire South East in Ebonyi 
State. And any party that 
comes to Ebonyi and is able 
to get 10 per cent of  the pop-
ulation, in fact, none of  the 
parties can do that.”

Earlier, Tinubu said APC 
was a progressive party and 
that they were ready to carry 
the people of  the state and 
the South East along.

He said, “As a politician, 
I am of  the APC stock and 
the APC will be very pro-
gressive and will continue 
to carry you along with our 
progress.”

Two suspected invaders of Justice Odili’s home 
abscond from Kuje Prison 

T
he Nigerian Police 
Force (NPF) has told a 
Federal High Court in 

Abuja that two of  the fifteen 
persons who allegedly invaded 
the residence of  retired Justice 
Mary Odili, were among in-
mates who absconded At the 
last adjourned date, counsel to 
the 6th, 13th and 14th defend-
ants, Usman Jibrin, told Jus-
tice Nkeonye Maha, that Al-
iyu Ibrahim, Shehu Jibo and 
Abdullahi Adamu who are 

6th, 13th and 14th defendants 
respectively in a suit, were not 
in court.from the Kuje Correc-
tional Centre during the July 
jailbreak.

He said that the three were 
victims of  the Kuje jailbreak, 
and the Judge ordered the 
prosecution to investigate the 
matter and come back with a 
report.

At Wednesday’s proceed-
ing, the prosecution lawyer, 
Mathew Omosun, told the 

court that the correctional ser-
vice said only Jibo and Ada-
mu, the 13th and 14th defend-
ants, were at large.

But Jibrin, who also ap-
peared for Ibrahim (6th de-
fendant), expressed concern 
that his client was not in court 
despite the response of  the 
correction service that he was 
not at large.

He prayed the court to or-
der the prison authorities to 
produce Ibrahim at the next 

adjourned date.
Omosun, however, applied 

that the three defendants could 
be tried in absentia in accord-
ance with Section 521 of  the 
Administration of  Criminal 
Justice Act (ACJA), 2015.

Justice Maha subsequent-
ly adjourned the matter to 
Febuary 16, 2023 for continu-
ation of  trial and ordered the 
Nigeria Correctional Service 
to produce Ibrahim the 6th 
defendant in court at the next 
adjourned date.
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Editorial

igeria's gross domestic product is 

Nthe largest in Africa, but its per 
capita income is about lowest with 

a highly inequitable distribution of income, 
wealth and health. It is Africa's most 
populous country with about 206 million 
people, 374 ethnic groups and languages 
and immense human talent; it has a 
diaspora spanning the globe. Yet, in spite of 
all these strengths, public health challenges 
have been an irritating problem bedevilling 
the well-being and stability of the country.

The major public health issues facing 
Nigeria are poor sanitation and hygiene, 
control of vector borne diseases, maternal 
and infant mortality, infectious and non-
communicable diseases, sewage disposal, 
drug and substance abuse, alcohol abuse, 
environmental pollution, road traffic 
injuries, incessant doctors strike among 
others.

Major obstacles include ineffective use 
of available resources, a dearth of robust 
population-level health and mortality data, 
insufficient financing for health and health 
care, sub-optimal deployment of available 
health funding to purchase health services, 
and large population inequities. 

Nigeria's demographic dividend has 
unguaranteed potential, with a high 
dependenc y  ra t io,  a  fa s t -g rowing 
population, and slow reduction in child 
mortality. Effective, quality reproductive, 
maternal, and child health services 
including family planning, and female 
education and empowerment are likely to 
accelerate demographic transition and yield 
a demographic dividend.

The 2021 World Health Organisation 
survey ranked Nigeria's healthcare system 
as the fourth worst in the world. This would 
not come as a surprise to Nigerians living in 
a country where there are no ambulance 
services or simple toll-free number that can 
be used in the event of an emergency. In the 
unfortunate event of a heart attack, the 
chances of survival in Nigeria are dire.

Because, health is central to the 
development of any country, many have 
casually, described Nigeria's hospitals, as 
where people go to die. With a public health 
system characterised by a shortage of drugs, 
equipment and medical specialists, 
Nigerians seem to have resigned themselves 
to the possibility of an early death, if 
unfortunate to be struck by any serious 
illness.

T h e  g o ve r n m e n t  m u s t  e x p l o r e 
innovative ways of addressing healthcare 
delivery in the country, in a manner that 
focuses on partnership between states, the 
private sector, and the huge talent of 
Nigerian health professionals in the 
diaspora. The eradication of  polio in 
Nigeria is just one example of how private 
money and charitable organisations can 
partner with the government to deliver the 
desired health outcomes.

Unless measures are being implemented, 
Nigerians will continue to die unnecessarily 
from preventable conditions. The WHO 
G l o b a l  S t a t u s  R e p o r t  o n  n o n -
communicable disease listed Nigeria and 
other developing countries as the worst hit 
with deaths from non-communicable 
diseases.

These diseases with a rising burden in 
Nigeria include cardiovascular disease, 
tuberculosis, hepatitis, cancer, diabetes, 
chronic respiratory diseases, sickle cell 
disease, malaria, asthma, coronary heart 
disease, obesity, stroke, hypertension, road 
traffic injuries and mental disorders etc.

According to a report published by the 
Statistica Research Department, the top 10 
causes of death in Nigeria in 2019 are 
neonatal disorders accounting for 12.25%, 
M a l a r i a  1 2 % ,  D i a r r h o e a  1 1 . 3 6 % , 
Respiratory Infections 10.85%, HIV/AIDS 
5.18%, Ischemic Heart Diseases 4.37%, 
Stroke 3.98%, Congenital birth defects 
3.26% Tuberculosis 2.84% and Meningitis 
2.82% respectively. The summation of these 
ailments alone has accounted for almost 
69% deaths of Nigerians in that particular 
year!

Also, as of 2021, the life expectancy at 
birth in Nigeria stands at about 60.87years. 
More specifically, this figure equaled 59 
years for males and 63 years for females. It is 
not encouraging that Nigeria's figure is 
among the lowest in Africa as well as in the 
world.  

Niger ia  has  one  of  the  h ighes t 
Tuberculosis burden in the world (311 per 
100,000) resulting in the largest burden in 
Africa. Worse still,  the country is 
frequently being hit with myriad forms of 
infectious diseases on an occasional basis. 
Notable among them is the ongoing 
pandemic due to COVID-19 outbreak 
which emanated from China towards the 
end of 2019. Others include Lassa fever, 
Monkeypox and Ebola virus.

A viable health system requires 
dedicated, efficient, and equitable health 
financing mechanisms, complemented by 
optional health insurance. Countries with 
systems comparable with Nigeria's, such as 
Ethiopia and Indonesia, have planned or 
implemented ambitious programmes to 
deliver health insurance coverage.

We, therefore advocate that Nigeria's 
public health system should be supported by 
a comprehensive health insurance system 
for all people, funded using through both 
contributions and taxation, with trials 
underway in states such as Anambra. 
Access to health insurance for society's 
most vulnerable people must be government 
funded. Considerable political will is 
needed to bring a greater proportion of the 
informal sector accessed by most Nigerians 
u n d e r  g o v e r n m e n t  g o v e r n a n c e 
mechanisms.

Peeping into Nigeria's
public health challenges
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oludo is at it again. He has 

Ssaid that Peter Obi is not 
having the chance to win 

the 2023 Presidential election
Soludo, we all know, is 

obsessed with attention-seeking 
and saying fictitious things from 
time to time. Once he feels he 
has  not  rece ived  enough 
attention or has been forgotten 
by the media, he explodes; he 
just says anything, indeed 
anything so long as it draws 
enough public attention to him. 
Little wonder, he always says 
that he enjoys talking from the 
comfort of  his 'expensive' 
balcony.

Well, yes, Soludo, no doubt 
is entitled to his personal 
opinion. But is he equally 
entitled to his facts? Of  course, 
that is where the line should be 
drawn.

But before we go into the 
subject matter, a quick rundown 
on how Soludo ran the CBN 
from 2004-2009 is important to 
give us a clear picture of  where 
he's coming from. In particular, 
we should examine how he ran 
the apex bank as though an 
academic institution with 
textbook theories gussied up 
within the fanciful precincts of  
mathemat i ca l  equa t ions. 
Agreeing with his idealized 
n e o l i b e r a l  m o n e t a r i s t 
specifications and lax banking 
regulations, bankers became 
'banksters,' who were assured of  
g e t t i n g  away  w i t h  t h e i r 
fraudulent schemes as long as 
they did so while massaging 
Soludo's huge ego.

As a result of  his Las Vegas 
k i n d  o f  c a s i n o  b a n k i n g 
c o n s o l i d a t i o n ,  b a n k s 
dishonestly searched for quick 
and easy funds in full violation 
of  most banking and financial 
laws of  the land. The most 
violated became Article 15 (e) 
a n d  s e c t i o n  3 2  o f  t h e 
Investment and Security Act 
(ISA). Millions of  unsuspecting 
Nigerian investors became the 
victims of  banksters who lured 
them into buying overvalued 
bank stocks thanks to insider 
trading. As a result, the life 
savings and pensions, worth 

In fact, under Soludo's 
watch, Intercontinental Bank 
fraudulently purchased over 
30% of  its share capital with 
depositors' money. Afribank too 
used depositors '  funds to 
illegally purchase 80% of  its 
IPO. Unbelievably too, through 
special purpose vehicles (SPVs), 
Cecilia Ibru illegally used 

depositors' money to buy her 
35% ownership of  Oceanic 
Bank's shares.

While the banking and 
financial sector were literally on 
fire, Soludo shocked the entire 
world, when he announced 2008 
h i s  b i z a r r e  n a i r a 
redenomination policy — a year 
to the end of  his tenure. Soludo 
saw himself  above the law of  the 
land, simply because he fought 
a n d  w o n  h i s  C B N  f u l l 
independence as if  a sovereign 
entity thanks to the 2007 CBN 
Act. But rather than patriotism, 
it was the $40bn he hoped to 
spend in printing a new set of  
naira notes that drove him. 
Saving the country from another 
of  Soludo's wild projects, not 
only did President Yar'Adua call 
h im to  order,  he  qu ick ly 
canceled this mind-boggling 
project.

To clean up the five years 
mess caused by Soludo, Sanusi 
Lamido Sanusi had to inject a 
whopping N620 billions of  
taxpayers'  money into the 
bailout the banks are now mostly 
in a coma. Also, AMCON had 
to spend close to N4 trillion 
taxpayers' money purchasing 
banks' non-performing loans 
and the entire financial sector's 
toxic assets, mostly resulting 

from the Soludo-led Ponzi 
scheme. Because Soludo walked 
away from all the mess caused by 
his neoliberal textbook central 
banking, he seems to be enjoying 
his freedom of  free speech, 
including turning facts upside-
down.

In his recent outburst, he 
claimed that Obi would not win 
the 2023 presidential election. 
(Even though Soludo is not God).

Under Soludo, Anambra 
c o n t i nu e s  t o  d r i f t  i n t o  a 
Hobbesian state. It is left to be 
determined whether there is any 
functional police station in 
Anambra today as being a 
u n i f o r m - w e a r i n g  l a w 
enforcement officer has become a 
death sentence across the state.

Police personnel has all 
taken a hide, working in muftis to 
sustain their extortions on the 
weak. Under this atmosphere of  
lawlessness, Anambra is daily 
drifting into becoming southern 
Nigeria's most unsafe state. It is 
perhaps head-to-head in pole 
position with Imo in terms of  
mindless killings.

Under this atmosphere, the 
bloodsuckers are killing with 
reckless abandon with most 
incidents unreported. On May 4, 
they got South Africa-based Kene 

Mbeegbu in Ozubulu, Ekwusigo 
Local Government Area. They 
ensnared and shot at him as he 
tried to escape in his black Jeep 
Wrangler. They dragged him out, 
stripped him to his pants and shot 
him in the chest, murdered him in 
cold blood. The community had 
been thrown into mourning less 
than a week earlier over a similar 
killing.

A few months ago, a man 
transporting an Anambra family 
f r o m  D e l t a  S t a t e  f o r  a 
homecoming event had a bitter 
taste of  the reign of  terror. He was 
shot in the head, and throat, and 
left to die on the journey into the 
state. His being alive today 
remains a mystery.

Hardly anyone is safe in 
Anambra today, except for 
Soludo, co-office-holders, and 
individuals with means to buy 
their safety in the hands of  the 
bloodsuckers.

This is  the task before 
Soludo. Governing a comfort 
zone CBN is  nothing l ike 
governing Anambra. The two are 
extremely different ball games.

The earlier Soludo realizes 
this and wakes up from his 
slumber, the better for the legacy 
he wishes to leave behind for his 
people when he serves his time. 

Anambra is bleeding. A cheap 
oratory won't save her. Radical 
actions must be taken to rescue 
Anambra from its drift into a state 
of  nature.

I know that Peter Obi and his 
media team won't respond to 
Charles Soludo but the Obidient 
family will not allow Soludo's 
treatise of  illogicality and a bad 
attempt at journalistic warfare to 
go away like that.

S o l u d o ' s  a n t i - O b i 
v i t u p e r a t i o n  i s  k n ow n  i n 
Mathematics as Regression.

T h e  u n i n t e n d e d 
consequence of  it is that support 
from Nigerians for Peter Obi will 
grow even bigger and better, that 
is for sure.

If  Soludo had thrown his 
support for Peter Obi, it will be 
seen as one person supporting 
him, but the way it is now, his 
opposition to Obi's Presidential 
ambition is -1+ probably 3 
million.

In 1999, the people of  South 
We s t  o ppo se d  O ba sa n jo ' s 
Presidential ambition based on 
their perception of  him, which 
made Nigerians vote for him 
overwhelmingly.

It is called the principle of  “if  
your people hate you, other 
people will adopt you”. It is also 
known as Cobra Effect.

I need to remind Soludo that 
Peter Obi is not an Igbo project 
but a Nigerian youth project.

In all honesty, Soludo was 
overrated. He has nothing to offer 
as a governor. He is becoming 
worthless and deeply clueless by 
antagonizing Peter Obi.

On a  f inal  note,  Obi ' s 
campaign has been leveraging 
S t e l l a ' s  p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d 
stewardship in Anambra state. 
His prudential management of  
the state resources through 
savings and investments has won 
him a lot of  admirers and earned 
him credibility.

I just hope Soludo has not 
crumbled the investment Obi 
brought to Anambra State even 
though he has squandered the 
savings Obi left in Government 
coffers with his latest request for 
an N100 billion loan from the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria!

On a final note, Peter Obi has 
become conscious. A lot of  
people think, eat, sleep, and walk 
Peter Obi.

Soludo! Soludo!! Soludo!!! 
How many times did I call you? 
Something is coming up in 2023, 
which will define the political 
mantra and equation in Nigeria. 
It is going to be like a revolution.

Soludo; whom the gods will destroy,
they would first make mad 
“Quos Deus vult perdere, prius dementat”

-By Kenny Adewole

Soludo Obi



Here's a list of  the 
t o p   N i g e r i a n 
celebrity couples 

whose styles complement 
each other. They don't have 
to be matchy, but whenever 
they step out, they ooze 
style and class effortlessly.

5. Mike Edwards and 
Perri Edwards 

These two athletes' styles 
can best be described as 
urban and fun. They are also 
able to dress up formally 
when the time comes. 

4. Temi Otedola and Mr 
Eazi 

Temi Otedola and Mr 
Eazi are truly a sweet couple 
to watch. Individually, they 

ollywood actress and 

Nentrepreneur, Regina 
D a n i e l s  h a s 

announced her new title.
The mother of  two took to 

Instagram to flaunt her luxury 
lifestyle.

Regina shared stunning 
photos of  her in red jumpsuit 
matchy her car.

Describing herself  as Lady 
G, she noted how she exudes 
class and love.

“Lady G
I'm so in love this red 

piece….It smells class and 
love”.

Regina Daniels shows off  

Her mother, Rita Daniels, 
and other celebrities, such as 
Iyabo Ojo, Ash Musy, Ejine 
Okoroafor,  and her fans, 
gushed on Regina Daniels' 
undeniable beauty.

Regina Daniels' opens up on 
being a mother of  two

Regina Daniels left many 
gushing a while back, when she 
showed off  her beautiful and 
adorable moments with her two 
sons,  Munir  Nwoko and 

ctress Iyabo Ojo has 

Acleared the air on the 
misconce p t ion  o f  

being romantically involved 
with a married Igbo man. 

The beautiful actress cum 
businesswoman and single 
mum clarif ied this while 
responding to a fan's inquiry 
about her new lover.

“My new man is  not 
someone's husband” Actress 
Iyabo Ojo replied to the 
curious fan who asked “hope 
he is not a married man”

Kemi Filani recalls that 
Iyabo Ojo hinted at being in a 
relationship hours ago when in 
an Instagram post credited her 
mystery lover for her glowing 
skin and happiness.

She stated that she has 
finally been captured by an 
Igbo man.

grateful for God's blessings.
R e g i n a  D a n i e l s  a l s o 

disclosed how motherhood had 
been with her since the arrival 
of  her bundle of  joy, stating 
nothing gladdens her heart than 
seeing her little ones together 
and loving each other.

She wrote: I made this 
video, watched it over and over, 
kept thanking God for blessing 
me with this adorable little one 
and just can't help but share it 

actresses for allegedly always 
misleading young girls with 
their lavish lifestyles.

I n  a  v i r a l  v i d e o  o n 
Instagram, Adebimpe, in the 
Yoruba language, cussed out 
Iyabo Ojo and other actresses 
for always sleeping with rich 
men who allegedly fund their 
expensive lifestyles.

She further compared 
Iyabo Ojo with her senior 
colleagues like Sola Sobowale 
and Mama Rainbow, who 
often feature in movies. Still, 
She cannot afford the lavish 
lifestyle despite their hard 
work.

Unbothered by the latest 
accusation, Iyabo Ojo in a 
joyous  Ins tag ram video, 
averred that she would forever 
see light and positive results.

The screen diva in another 

matchy or as we said when 
we were younger, 'to match.' 

Yo u  c a n ' t  h e l p  b u t 
admire this power couple 
when they step out. 

have such a fresh and 
modern style. 

3. Samuel and Bisola 
Otigba 

Samuel and Bisola have 
the perfect couple aesthetic. 
T h e  f a c t s  s p e a k  f o r 
themselves. 

2. Ebuka and Chioma 
Obi-Uchendu 

Nigeria's most stylish 
man and his wife have 
s e r ve d  u s  w i t h  s o m e 
unbeatable couple fashion. 

1. Banky and Adesua 
Wellington 

The Bonny and Clyde (in 
a  n o n - c r i m e  w ay )  o f  
Nigerian couples. These 
two style is often matchy-

expensive ride
Wife of  billionaire Ned 

Nwoko, Regina Daniels had 
some weeks ago showed off  her 
expensive ride, which she 
recently acquired.

Regina Daniels  shared 
mu l t i p l e  p h o t o s  o n  h e r 
Instagram page, capturing 
different shades of  her beauty 
in her luxurious car.

The billionaire politician, 
Ned Nwoko's wife, shared a 
deep quote to accompany her 
photos.

She wrote: Set your life goals 
on fire and seek those who fan 
your flame �”.

Khalifa Nwoko.
KFN recalls that Regina 

Daniels shared a compiled 
video of  herself, her two sons, 
s t e p c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  h e r 
bi l l ionaire husband, Ned 
Nwoko, having fun while they 
adore little Prince Khalifa.

The beautiful young actress 
shared the video on her verified 
Instagram page, where she 
disclosed that she had watched 
the video repeatedly and is 

Appreciating him, she 
thanked him for loving her so 
much and for lifting her spirit.

“Thanks, Obim for loving 
me so much & lifting my 
spirit…. Chai this Yoruba girl's 
heart had finally been captured 
b y  a n  I g b o  m a n ” .
Iyabo Ojo accused of  dating 
married men

Talented actress, Iyabo 
Ojo has severally reacted to 
reports of  her alleged affair 
with married men.

The mother of  two has 
often time being dragged 
online for allegedly sleeping 
with men to aid her luxury 
lifestyle.

The most recent of  them 
was when a Nigerian woman in 
the diaspora, popularly known 
as Adebimpe Alasoadura, 
called out Iyabo Ojo and other 

with the world. I can't believe I 
birthed the same baby twice ��

Motherhood is indeed so 
beautiful, and nothing gladdens 
my heart than seeing my two 
little ones together and loving 
e a c h  o t h e r .  � � � 
@ p r i n c e k h a l i f a n w o k o 
@ p r i n c e m u n i r n w o k o 
@princenednwoko”.

post stressed that a support 
system is essential, by opining 
that everyone needs it for 
financial reasons, emotional 
r easons,  companionsh ip 
reasons or business reasons.

“Facts……. in my 44years 
on this planet one thing i have 
come to terms with is that we'll 
need a support system no 
matter how rich, influential or 
smart you are, you can't do it all 
alone, you need it either for 
financial reasons, emotional 
r easons,  companionsh ip 
reasons or business reasons... 
either way it's essential” Trust 
me doing it all alone is not for 
the weak at heart, depression is 
r e a l . .
So if  you have a support system 
hold on to it, nurture it, cherish 
it, guide it & love it”. She 
wrote.
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Wike opens up on support for Peter Obi
- Blasts Soludo, pledges logistics for LP’s campaign 

G
overnor Nyesom 
Wike of  Rivers 
State on Thursday 

pledged to provide ‘logis-
tics support’ for the cam-
paigns of  Labour Party 
(LP) presidential candi-
date, Peter Obi. Wike also 
said Obi, a former Anam-
bra State governor, has the 
entire characteristics to 
lead Nigeria.

He also told him to ig-
nore those attacking him 
in his home state; “I invit-
ed Obi to commission my 
project because he did very 
well in Anambra state. 
Don’t mind those attack-
ing you, your brothers will 
be the first to attack you, 
they are envious and jeal-

ous of  the level you are. 
I have always told peo-

ple, if  you are given an op-
portunity to serve, use it to 
show what you can do, stop 
criticising somebody who 
has already left. You have 
been given the opportunity 
now, I am a professor, pro-
fessor professor well, I am a 
doctor, doctor well. I am a 
lawyer, lawyer well, I am a 
mechanic, meachnic well”. 

The Rivers governor 
made this known to the 
LP presidential candidate 
in Port Harcourt, the state 
capital, at the venue of  the 
Nkpolu-Oroworokwo Fly-
over inauguration.

“Each time you want to 
campaign in the state, let 
me know, all the logistics 
support, we will give to 
you,” Wike told Obi.

Obi and his running 
mate, Datti Baba-Ahmed 
were in the state capital to 
commission the 9th flyover 
by the present administra-
tion. They were excitedly 
received by a large crowd 
of  their supporters known 
as ‘Obidients’.

For months, Wike and 
four other governors in the 
Peoples Democratic Par-

L
eader of  the Indige-
nous People of  Bia-
fra, IPOB, Nnamdi 

Kanu, has written to the 
European Union, EU del-
egation to Nigeria over his 
deteriorating health.

Kanu informed the del-
egation that he is ill with 
three life-threatening condi-
tions.

He urged the EU delega-
tion to prevail on the Feder-
al Government to allow him 
to seek independent medical 
care.

The IPOB leader made 
the appeal through his Spe-
cial Counsel, Aloy Ejima-
kor, in a letter to the EU 
delegation.

In a letter, Kanu lamented 
that the Nigerian Govern-
ment had refused to release 
him despite several court or-
ders granting him bail.

He also urged the EU to 
prevail on the Nigerian Gov-
ernment to cease and desist 
from further criminal pros-
ecution and engage him in 
seeking a political solution 
to the Biafran question.

The letter reads partly: 

“Urgent Appeal for the 
diplomatic and humani-
tarian intervention of  your 
Mission in urging the Gov-
ernment of  Nigeria to im-
plement the Opinion of  the 
United Nations Working 
Group on Arbitrary De-
tention and the Judgment 
of  the Federal High Court 
of  Nigeria regarding Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu; and in the 
interim, to accord Mr. Kanu 
his human right to seek in-
dependent medical care for 
his ailments.

“Your Excellency, in the 
midst of  the forgoing, Mr. 
Kanu is gravely ill with 
three life-threatening con-
ditions, namely a serious 
heart condition, hyperten-
sion and low potassium lev-
els. All of  these conditions 
demand specialist medical 
care and interventions that 
are not available at the facil-
ity where Mr. Kanu is being 
detained. To date, the GON 
has refused every request for 
an independent/specialist 
medical intervention for Mr. 
Kanu.

“In view of  the foregoing 

ty (PDP) have demanded 
the resignation of  Iyor-
chia Ayu as PDP national 
chairman as a precondition 
to support the party’s pres-
idential candidate, Atiku 
Abubakar.

While Wike and his al-
lies have not been seen 
to campaign for Atiku, it 
is not clear whether they 
will support Obi, or Bola 

Tinubu of  the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) in 
the contest for Aso Rock’s 
top job which has been 
described by analysts and 
keen observers as a three-
horse race.

Wike said though he 
knew the humiliation Obi 
suffered before he left the 
PDP for the Labour Party, 
he won’t leave the party but 

chase out the “armed rob-
bers”.

“I know the humilia-
tion you suffered. Nobody 
will hear what you pass 
through and stay in the 
party but I will not leave. I 
will stay and fight. “I won’t 
leave this house. I will nev-
er allow armed robbers to 
take over this house. I will 
stay and chase away armed 

robbers.
 “So, thank God because 

if  you have not left, you 
would not have realised 
your ambition to be able 
to save Nigeria,” Wike told 
Obi.

Obi left the All Pro-
gressives Grand Alliance 
(APGA) in October 2014 
and joined the PDP. He 
was the running mate to 
PDP presidential candi-
date, Atiku Abubakar in 
the 2019 general elections.

He, however, dumped the 
PDP early 2022 and joined 
the LP where he clinched 
the party’s 2023 presiden-
tial ticket.

and particularly within the 
reality of  Mr. Kanu’s dete-
riorating health, we hereby 
most respectfully present the 
following Prayers to your 
Mission and to the Europe-
an Union governments rep-
resented by your Mission.

 “Urgently Intervene with 
the Government of  Nigeria 
(GON), urging it to, in the 
interim, permit Mr. Kanu 
his human right to seek in-
dependent medical care for 
his grave health conditions.

 “Intervene with GON, 
urging it to promptly com-
ply with the said Opinion of  
the United Nations Working 
Group, particularly as it per-
tains to the unconditional 
release of  Mr Kanu from 
detention.

 “Intervene with GON, 
urging it to promptly com-
ply with the ratio of  the 
said judgment of  the Fed-
eral High Court of  Nige-
ria (Umuahia) by restoring 
Mr. Kanu to his status quo 
before 19th June, 2021 and 
otherwise making him 
whole as was ordered by the 
court.

 “Intervene with GON, 
urging it to be guided – in 
all matters relating to Mr. 
Kanu – by the letters and 
spirit of  the United Nations 
Working Group Opinion, 
the judgment of  the Fed-
eral High Court of  Nigeria 
(Umuahia), the judgment 
of  the High Court of  Abia 
State and the judgement of  
the Court of  Appeal of  Ni-
geria.

“Your Excellency, our 
decision to lay this matter 
before the EU Mission in 
Nigeria (and by extension, 
to your home governments) 
was propelled by the stellar 
human rights record of  the 
European Union and the 
supranational diplomat-
ic influence the EU or the 
Mission can bring to bear 
on the Government of  Ni-
geria and persuade it to do 
the right thing. We are also 
very alarmed at the worsen-
ing health conditions of  Mr. 
Kanu, exacerbated by the 
inhumane detention condi-
tions to which he is being 
subjected, including his soli-
tary confinement since 27th 
June, 2021.”

Ikpeazu extols Deputy, 
describes him as ally, 
partner

G
overnor Okezie Ik-
peazu has described 
his Deputy, Rt. Hon 

Sir Ude Oko Chukwu as 
his strong ally and partner 
in progress, both in politics 
and beyond.

The Governor who made 
this known last night during 
a solidarity visit by the Dep-
uty Governor and a massive 
crowd of  his Political Fami-
ly, told the large crowd that 
the Deputy Governor is an 
emerging leader in Nigeria 
with great and powerful 
potentials whose future in 
leadership remains very 
bright.

He told the Deputy Gov-
ernor that he was well with-
in his constitutional rights 
to run for the office of  Gov-
ernor and commended him 
for his spirit of  sportsman-
ship and for his decision to 
remain a part of  the PDP 
and to support the party in 
the 2023 elections.

Governor Ikpeazu made 
it clear that one of  the keys 
to a successful career in 
politics is consistency, chal-
lenged the people to show 
him any politician in Abia 
who has achieved anything 
tangible by jumping from 
one party to another.

He assured the Deputy 

Governor that he continues 
to enjoy his confidence and 
trust, and will continue to 
remain a key part of  his ad-
ministration till their tenure 
ends in May 2023.

He further said that he 
has been satisfied with the 
performance of  the Deputy 
Governor in the discharge 
of  his duties which is why he 
is one of  the busiest Deputy 
Governors in Nigeria with 
clearly defined state duties.

The Governor also as-
sured members of  the Po-
litical Family of  the Deputy 
Governor that they remain 
members of  the PDP with 
their rights and privileges 
still intact both under him as 
Governor and the incoming 
PDP administration in the 
State.

Governor Ikpeazu stated 
emphatically that with this 
family reunion, it has be-
come even clearer that the 
PDP will win the 2023 elec-
tions in Abia State. 

Earlier, the Deputy Gov-
ernor, Rt Hon Sir Ude Oko 
Chukwu told the Governor 
that he came with represent-
atives of  his Political Family 
to reaffirm their allegiance 
and loyalty to him and the 
PDP.

Former Deputy Speaker of Abia State, Hon. Elechi on his hospital bed at FMC Umuahia, after an alleged attack by DSS. 

I’ve three life threatening illnesses:
Kanu writes European Union 
… Asks Body to urge Buhari release him for healthcare

Peter Obi
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Shell completes turn-around maintenance on
225,000 bpd Bonga FPSO ahead of schedule

T
he efforts by the Ni-
gerian government 
to ramp-up oil and 

gas production to generate 
more revenue have contin-
ued to receive a boost as 
Shell Nigeria Exploration 
and Production Company 
Limited (SNEPCo) Thurs-
day announced that the 
2022 Turnaround Mainte-
nance (TAM) of  the Bonga 
Floating Production Stor-
age and Offloading (FPSO) 
vessel has been completed.

The Bonga FPSO, with 
a processing capacity of  
225,000 barrels of  oil equiv-
alent per day and storage 
capacity of  2 million bar-
rels of  crude oil, was shut 
down on October 18, 2022.

The exercise had drasti-
cally reduced crude oil pro-
duction from the deepwater 
field, though the oil giant 
was silent on the volume 
of  production that was de-

ferred.
However, the company 

said in a statement Thurs-
day that the facility, which 
was shut down to carry out 
statutory inspections, recer-
tifications and other critical 
asset integrity restoration 
activities, had resumed op-
erations.

“The 2022 TAM which 
was originally planned for 
30 days was completed in 
22 days on November 9, 
2022, thanks to excellent 
front-end planning and 
flawless execution.

“Commissioning and 
start-up activities are in 
progress and will culminate 
in ramp up of  oil and gas 
production in the coming 
days,” the statement ex-
plained.

Shell had pioneered 
deepwater development in 
Nigeria, when SNEPCo 
launched the Bonga FPSO 

vessel in November 2005.
The development of  the 

Bonga deepwater oilfield 
had increased Nigeria’s oil 
production by 10 per cent 
at the time and stimulated 
the growth of  relevant sup-
port industry.

Located in Oil Mining 
Lease (OML) 118, former-
ly Oil Prospecting Lease 
(OPL) 212, the 60 square 
kilometre field is situated in 
water depths of  more than 
1,000 metres.

The Bonga concession 
was awarded in 1993 dur-
ing the first round of  bid-
ding for Nigeria’s deepwa-
ter frontier acreage.

It is operated by SNEP-
Co (55 per cent) on behalf  
of  the Nigerian National 
Petroleum Company Lim-
ited (NNPC) under a Pro-
duction Sharing Contract 
(PSC).

Production facilities in 

News

the project comprises one 
of  the world’s largest FPSO 
vessels and deepwater sub-
sea infrastructure.

The field’s initial 16 
subsea oil producing and 
water injection wells were 
connected to the two mil-
lion barrel storage capacity 
FPSO by production flow-
lines, risers and control um-
bilical’s.

Being the first deepwater 
development in Nigeria, 
Bonga had scored firsts in 
many fronts.

First, the construction of  
Bonga FPSO was the first 
time inconel clad Steel Ca-
tenary Risers was used on 
an FPSO anywhere in the 
world.

Second, it was also in 
Bonga that the first, largest 
and most technologically 
advanced polyester moored 
deepwater buoy was built 
in Nigeria.

Uche Ogah addressing his supporters after his pronouncement as the authentic governorship candidate of APC in Abia State by 
the Court.

Drunk soldier crushes General to death
at Lagos Barracks

I
t was a sad moment for 
the Nigeria Military as 
the news of  the untime-

ly death of  the Director of  
Finance, Nigerian Armed 
Forces Resettlement Centre 
(NAFRC), Brigadier Gen-
eral O.A. James, filtered 
into the air.

The top army officer died 
was said to have died on 
Tuesday night from injuries 
he suffered after a corporal, 
Abayomi Ebun, believed 
to be drunk, hit him with 
a car.

The incident happened 
at about 10:30p.m Tuesday 
as Brigadier General James 
was walking to his resi-

dence inside the NAFRC 
barracks in Lagos.

“The general was trek-
king to his apartment inside 
the Barracks when he was 
hit and knocked down by 
the drunk soldier,” one of  
our sources said. “The sol-
dier also resides inside the 
barracks and was seen driv-
ing recklessly before hitting 
the senior officer.”

It was learnt the General 
was rushed to the NAFRC 
Medical Centre after the 
incident where he was con-
firmed dead.

The army corporal has 
since been arrested and is 
being detained by NAFRC 

provost marshals investigat-
ing the matter.

Until his death, Brigadier 
General James was a senior 
member of  the Nigerian 
Army Finance Corps. He 
had bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in Accounting as 
well as a Master of  Business 
Administration in Finance.

He was a fellow of  the 
Association of  National 
Accountants of  Nigeria 
(ANAN) and held mem-
berships of  the Nigerian 
Institute of  Management 
(NIM), Nigerian Institute 
of  Directors (MIoD), Char-
tered Institute of  Taxation 
(ACTI), and the National 

IGP meets party chairmen, heads
of security agencies 

Institute (mni).
Gen. James resumed 

duty at the centre barely 
two months ago following 
the retirement of  his prede-
cessor.

He was said to have been 
rushed to the hospital with-
in the barracks but was 
declared dead by doctors 
on duty. The corporal was 
arrested by the Provost for 
investigation.

Spokesman for the Ni-
gerian Army 81 Division, 
Lt.-Col. Olaniyi Osoba 
confirmed the incident to 
The Nation, describing it 
as unfortunate.

T
he Inspector-General 
of  Police (IGP) Us-
man Baba is meeting 

with chairmen of  all political 
parties to ensure free, fair and 
credible polls in 2023.

The meeting, currently be-
ing held at the IGP Confer-
ence Hall, Force Headquar-
ters, Abuja, was convened 
over the recent attacks on the 
offices of  the Independent 
National Electoral Commis-
sion, and other politically 
motivated violence happen-
ing in the country.

Our correspondent gath-
ered that the chairman and 
presidential candidate of  the 
African Action Congress, 
Omoyele Sowore, the Nation-
al Chairman of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party, Senator 
Iyorchia Ayu, the National 
Organising Secretary of  the 
All Progressives Congress, 
Suleiman Argungu, amongst 
others, represented their po-
litical parties at the ongoing 
meeting.

Also in attendance include 
the National Commissioner 
of  INEC, Barrister May Ag-
bamuche-Mbo, the Director 
General of  the National In-
telligence Agency, Ahmad 
Rufai, some representatives 

Govs under security watch for 
stashed cash have increased
-  EFCC boss reveals

C
hairman of  the Eco-
nomic and Financial 
Crimes Commission 

(EFCC) Abdulrasheed Bawa 
has declared the number of  
Governors being monitored 
by the Commission for sus-
pected money laundering 
has increased from the three 
earlier mentioned.

Bawa, who spoke to State 
House Correspondents at the 
Presidential Villa, Abuja, af-
ter a meeting with President 
Muhammadu Buhari, how-
ever, declined to put a figure 
to the increase, saying he 

did not want to be misrepre-
sented.

Two weeks ago, Bawa hint-
ed at EFCC’s surveillance 
operations around three Gov-
ernors, who he alleged were 
being watched for money 
laundering in the wake of  the 
Federal Government’s plan 
to redesign the naira notes.

The anti-corruption Tzar 
also praised the new naira 
redesign project, describing it 
as a significant process in the 
country’s fight against finan-
cial crimes and other forms 
of  corruption.

of  the Nigerian Armed Forc-
es and the Nigerian secret 
services, and paramilitary 
agencies.

Speaking in the presence of  
journalists before the meeting 
went into closed-door, Baba 
said the meeting became 
expedient following a trend 
within the national political 
space which, if  not promptly 
addressed could evolve into 
a potent threat to not just the 
country’s national security, 
but the electoral process.

He said, “Political violence 
manifest in three forms. First 
is violence that is targeted at 
the personnel and assets of  
INEC as recently witnessed 
in Ogun and Osun States.

“The second form of  po-
litical violence manifests in 
form of  inter-party intoler-
ance and violence which of-
ten becomes particularly pro-
nounced during campaigns, 
elections and post-elections 
phases.

“It is on record that not 
less than 52 cases of  such 
politically motivated intra 
and inter-party violence have 
been recorded across 22 states 
since the official commence-
ment of  campaigns for the 
2023 general elections on 
September 28, 2022.”

T
he Central Bank of  
Nigeria (CBN) has in-
structed commercial 

banks in the country to work 
on Saturdays till January 31, 
2023 to enable customers re-
turn old naira notes for new 
ones.

It would be recalled that 
the CBN had announced 
plan to redesign, produce, 
release, and circulate new 
series of  three banknotes out 
of  existing eight banknotes, 
comprising N200, N500, 
and N1,000 denominations 
respectively, effective on De-
cember 15, 2022, after its 
launch by President Muham-
madu Buhari.

Speaking at the CBN Fair 
in Ilorin, the Kwara State 

capital, on Thursday, themed, 
‘Promoting financial stability 
and economic development’, 
Director, Corporate Commu-
nications Department of  the 
apex bank, Mr. Osita Nwas-
inobi, said that the new and 
existing currencies would 
remain legal tender and cir-
culate together until January 
31, 2023, when the existing 
currencies would cease to be 
legal tender in Nigeria.

Represented by the Acting 
Director, Corporate Com-
munications, CBN, Akpa-
ma Uket, the Director said 
that Deposit Money Banks 
(DMBs) have been directed 
to immediately start return-
ing the existing currencies to 
the CBN.



ven though there are Er e a s o n s  t o  b e 
skeptical, but in all 

fairness, critical thinking 
suggests that Buhari's body 
language gives credence 
that he wants to conduct a 
free,  fair  and credible 
election in 2023. I will 
elaborately emphasize on 
that, citing events and late 
p o l i c i e s  o f  h i s 
administration that have 
g i v e n  h o p e  t o  t h e 
un impress ive  and  the 
hopelessness state of  his 
government as proves. 
Though the skepticism of  
Nigerians is based on the 
u n b e l i e v a b l e  a n d 
catastrophic nature of  the 
state of  the country, it is 
understandable, and I am 
proportionately not blind to 
that. But on the issue of  the 
2023 general  election, 
Buhari's steps and efforts so 
far for a respectable poll in 
m y  v i e w  d e s e r v e 
e n c o u r a g e m e n t  a n d 
commendation, and I will 
exemplify hereunder.

APC's primary
In retrospect to the All 

P r o g r e s s ive  C o n g r e s s 
(APC) primary election 
held on 29-30 May, 2022, 
people had expected that 
B u h a r i  w o u l d 
singlehandedly decide or 
would influence so much on 
who gets the presidential 
ticket of  the party. Every 
group or camp within APC 
assumed that Buhari was 
for them. One group had 
smartly produced Ahmed 
Lawal, the Senate President 
as the APC's candidate, and 
had believed so much that 
Buhari would back their 
controversial candidate. 
Ro t i m i  A m a e c h i ,  t h e 
f o r m e r  M i n i s t e r  o f  
Transport had thought that 
h e  w a s  t h e  a n o i n t e d 
c a n d i d a t e  o f  B u h a r i , 
because some cabals in Aso 
Rock made him feel so 
according to an impeccable 
source. For Tinubu, he 
contemplated that Buhari 
had abandoned him for 
another candidate when he 
was not allowed access to 
him as he wanted, and at a 
point he got so frustrated 
and infuriated that he 
uncontrollably narrated 
how Buhari would not have 
been a president in 2015 
w i t h o u t  h i m ,  a n d 
emot ional ly  made his 
famous statement of  “Emi 
l'okan” (It is my turn). 
About the Vice President of  

Nigeria, Prof. Osinbajo, he 
had seemed confused on 
whose candidacy Buhari 
supported, but played the 
card of  loyalty that even at 
the venue of  voting he was 
still hopeful that Buhari 
would magically swing his 
power into action in his 
favor as his vice. And that 
m a d e  h i m  c o m m i t  a 
blunder many considered 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y 
embarrassing, sycophantic 
and poli t ical  suicidal . 
While on podium, he said 
he would continue where 
Buhari stopped if  given the 
chance.  Meanwhile to 
N i g e r i a n s  B u h a r i ' s 
g o v e r n m e n t  i s  o n l y 
synonymous with agony, 
regrets and tragedy. But in 
all fairness to Buhari, and 
for the politicking of  who 
becomes APC's flag bearer, 
he stood his grand of  
impartiality by not giving 
any of  the candidates a 
preferential treatment. No 
one had believed him until 
APC's primary came and 
w e n t ,  p e o p l e  w e r e 
astonished. Historically, a 
president who wants to 
manipulate the electoral 
process or foist a candidate 
on the people starts from his 
party's primary.

Buhari 's promise to 
Nigerians

Buhari had told all that 
he would give Nigerians a 
free,  fair  and credible 
election in 2023, again, like 
it was in the case of  APC's 
primary, many seem not to 
believe him, in spite of  
evidence signifying that he 
is at the verge of  honor.

Evidence that Buhari is 
on the threshold of  history

After all the brouhaha 
from the general public and 
the lawmakers, and the 
intrigue that had surrounded 
t h e  n e w  e l e c t o r a l 
amendment, Buhari finally 
signed into law the bill that 
has revolutionized our 
electoral system. This new 
electoral law that allows 
e l e c t r o n i c  vo t i n g  a n d 
transmission of  results is the 
best thing that has happened 
in Buhari's administration, 
and one of  the very best 
things that has happened to 
Niger ia  s ince  the  new 
democratic dispensation in 
1999. The law brought hope 
and trust to the electoral 
system. Owing to that, and 
coincidentally too many 
Niger ians who had no 
confidence on the electoral 
process before who equally 
believe in the knowledge, 
vibrancy and capacity of  
Peter Obi who joined the 
race to rescue Nigeria from 
total collapse came out in 
their large numbers and got 
themselves registered to 
vote, because they believe 
that their votes will now 
count. This electoral law was 
a testimony that spoke 
v o l u m e s ,  a n d  t h i s 
administration merits to be 
praised on this.

B u h a r i  d e s e r v e s 
commendation

To solidify the purpose 
of  the new electoral law of  
minimizing rigging to its 
bare minimum, seeing that 
citizens' votes count and 
popular candidates of  their 
c h o i c e s  t r i u m p h  a f t e r 

elections, Buhari – knowing 
that corruption has become 
a habitual way of  life in 
Nigeria, and that evil has 
been trivialized or engrained 
in our brains as legitimate 
means to wealth and success 
– introduced a policy to 
redesign some of  the naira 
notes. In my sincere and 
candid view, this policy is a 
v e r y  w e l c o m e d 
development, given that it 
will drastically reduce the 
influence of  vote buying and 
monetization of  the 2023 
presidential election, which 
w i l l  h e l p  u s  u s h e r  i n 
qualitative leadership that 
will be a ladder to healthy 
growth and progress. I am 
excited as an OBIDIENT. 
And the short notice for the 
deadline to the public makes 
it serious and I respect 
Buhari  for  that.  Every 
patriotic Nigerian should 
applaud it. It will not only 
checkmate the cor r upt 
politicians and Nigerians 
who may have kept their ill-
gotten wealth and stolen 
billions in their secret places, 
b u t  a l s o ,  i t  h a s  t h e 
potentiality of  curtailing the 
c r i m i n a l  a c t iv i t i e s  o f  
bandits, kidnappers and 
those sponsoring terrorism 
in Nigeria and exposing 
them. Succinctly, I  am 
convinced that corrupt 
politicians, fraudsters, terror 
sponsors and criminals were 
the target of  this policy, and 
it is in the right direction.

Is redesigning naira our 
problem?

I am aware that some 
Niger ians  have  k icked 
against the redesigning of  

the naira policy for some 
reasons that may be obvious. 
Yes, it is true that Nigeria has 
multiple of  problems and 
troubles facing her now, and 
literarily redesigning of  
naira is not even one of  the 
problems to talk of  it being 
the immediate one. So, why 
waste money on it, queried 
many? The policy has its 
pros and cons. Nevertheless, 
its advantage is huge than 
the disadvantage, and if  
Nigeria is a normal society 
where  th ings  func t ion 
proper ly  and  laws  a re 
respected by the politicians, 
elites and privileged ones, we 
would not have been talking 
about redesigning of  naira at 
this time. But objectively and 
critically analyzing the issue, 
the truth is sadly naked that 
corruption, fraud and ill 
accumulated wealth are part 
of  the bane of  Nigeria's 
progress. Therefore, the 
policy is at the right direction 
in tackling some of  our 
problems. With concerted 
efforts from everyone, and if  
all government agencies like 
EFCC, Police, Custom and 
judges etc. will this time do 
their jobs professionally and 
sincerely Nigeria stands to 
gain. I say so because it is not 
that Nigeria has no law, but 
the laws are sometimes 
selective and most times not 
obeyed. On this account, if  
this policy should be well 
monitored, I see many bank 
managers, politicians, highly 
p laced  and in f luent ia l 
people in the society go to 
prison, and that will be 
another point of  turn around 
for Nigeria. Hence, no 

amount would be too much 
or a waste to execute the 
commendable policy that 
only political looters and 
criminals have complained 
more.

Conclusion
Yes, it is true that Nigeria 

i s  cu r ren t ly  in  a  ve r y 
precarious situation. I know 
t h a t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
communities have warned 
Nigerians that terrorists are 
set to invade Abuja and 
already evacuated their 
d i p l o m a t s ,  a n d  e ve r y 
genuine Nigerian is now 
living in fear. Even those 
doubting Thomases and 
sycophants the reality has 
downed on them that no one 
is safe. There may be some 
cabals in Aso Rock who use 
the influence of  working 
closely with Buhari for their 
s e l f i s h  i n t e r e s t s  o r 
perpetuate evil. Therefore, 
one may accuse Buhari of  
anyth ing,  but  the  fac t 
remains that up to the point 
of  writing this article there is 
no reliable evidence at public 
domain that Buhari has 
derailed or plans to derail 
from fulfilling his promise of  
a credible election. And his 
policy of  redesigning naira 
notes seems to be the master 
stroke targeted against 
p o l i t i c a l  l o o t e r s  a n d 
criminals. By virtue of  this, I 
call on all OBIDIENTs not 
to relent in their hard work 
and should not be deceived 
by anyone, because it is 
impossible to have a free, fair 
and credible election in 2023 
without Peter Obi being the 
winner, unless Nigeria is 
cursed.
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A
re you experiencing 
d a r k  c i r c l e s 
underneath your 

eyes? 
Let's be honest, you don't 

look too good when there are 
dark circles under your eyes. 
But don't worry you don't 
have to  think of  some 
complex skin care remedies, 
common things around your 
kitchen can help. 

1. Cucumbers 
C u c u m b e r s  r e l i e ve 

swelling and skin irritation 
which causes dark circles 
a r o u n d  y o u r  e y e s . 
Additionally, cucumbers are 
a wonderful moisturizer for 
your eyes because of  their 

ere are the top five Ha d v a n t a g e s  o f  
ginger for skin and 

hair 
D u e  t o  i t s  a n t i -

i n f l a m m a t o r y  a n d 
antioxidant qualities, ginger 
is a fantastic complement to 
the majority of  skin care 
regimens. 

1. Reduce wrinkles and 
fine lines 

A result of  your body's 
regular metabolic activity is 
free radicals. They can also 
develop as a result of  things in 
the air like cigarette smoke, 
air pollution, or industrial 
toxins. 

Free radicals can cause 
oxidative stress, which can 
c a u s e  f i n e  l i n e s , 
hyperpigmentation, and 
wrinkles. 

Ginger is a source of  
antioxidants, which guard 
against oxidative stress. 

2. Keep your hair and 
scalp healthy 

Ginger is great for your 
hair. It's been used in hair 
treatments for a long time. It 
makes your hair thicker, have 
fewer split ends and causes 
hair growth. 

Ginger's antiseptic and 
antimicrobial properties also 
work on your scalp and 

them properly. Crush the 
ginger. 
Add the crushed ginger to 
a pan containing two 
glasses of  water. 
Boil the water containing 
crushed ginger. Bring it 
down to a simmer and 
then allow it to boil for 
about 10 minutes. 
Strain the ginger and then 
drink the water in the 
form of  tea. Drink it twice 
or thrice a day when you 
have menstrual cramps. 

W
e e d  i s  a 

r e c r e a t i o n a l 
substance that 

young people smoke but it 
has a host of  side effects.

The commonly slogan on 
c i g a r e t t e  p a c k s  s a y s , 
"Smokers are liable to die 
young." This is a true and 
factual statement. 

Weed can be smoked, 
inhaled, cooked, baked and 
drank as tea. Weed is smoked 
recreationally with friends, 
and it is also a lifestyle habit. 

Weed makes some of  the 
users feel calm and relaxed 
whi le  i t  might  lead to 
increased depression and 
anxiety for some others. 

Weed has some positive 
value for people with cancer 
as it helps improve their 
appetite and relieve pain and 
nausea. 

However, there are quite a 
number of  downside to 
smoking weed. 

1. Weed contains toxic 
carcinogens which can 
exacerbate existing lung 
conditions like asthma and 
allergies. 

2. Smoking weed can lead 
to bronchitis which is the 
i n f l a m m a t i o n  o f  t h e 
bronchial tubes that carry 
blood into the lungs and 
phlegm which is excess 

There is no evidence that 
tomatoes reduce dark circles. 
Also, take care to avoid 
getting tomato juice in your 
eyes. 

4. Potato 
A few slices of  raw 

potato, which are rich in 
vitamin C, may help to 
brighten the area around the 
eyes and lessen the visibility 
of  the dark circles. 

5. Coconut oil 
Research demonstrates 

that  by increasing cel l 
turnover, plant oils like 
coconut oil help thicken the 
skin barrier. It also has 
antioxidants that help to 
decrease inflammation. 

G i n ge r  c o n t a i n s  a 
powerful compound called 
gingerol, which is well 
k n o w n  f o r  i t s  a n t i -
i n f l a m m a t o r y  a n d 
antioxidant properties, 
which can ease menstrual 
cramps. 
N a t u r a l  a n d  r e a d i l y 
available, ginger is one of  
the most effective natural 
s p i c e s  f o r  r e l i e v i n g 
menstrual pain, cramps, 
and inflammation. 
To prevent cramps during 
period, keeping the pelvic 
muscles relaxed is essential. 
In addition to providing 
much-needed comfort to 
stressed uterine muscles, 
g i n g e r  a l s o  p r o v i d e s 
freshness and relief  from 
b l o a t i n g  a n d  f a t i g u e, 
thereby reducing cramps. 
G i n g e r  c a n  t r e a t 
m e n s t r u a l  c r a m p s , 
indiges t ion,  nausea, 
colds, and coughs. 
Here is how you can use 
ginger for period pain: 
Ginger tea
This is one of  the best 
ways to deal with period 
pains or cramps. 
Method: 
Take two small pieces of  
fresh ginger and then peel 

day or after each meal. 
Ginger and turmeric
As both turmeric and 
g i n g e r  h a v e  a n t i -
inflammatory properties, 
having turmeric ginger 
tea for menstruation can 
ease chronic menstrual 
cramps. 
Method: 
Boil both ingredients 
with water, and consume 
w h e n  c r a m p s  g e t 
unbearable. 

s u b s t a n c e  i n  c a n n a b i s 
unsettles neural signalling 
which sends receptors to the 
part of  the brain responsible 
for memories. 

6 Weed can interfere with 
everyday life when a person 
gets addicted to it. 

There is no guaranteed 
assurance that a person 
would live a long life but 
taking care of  your health by 
refusing to take in harmful 
substances, put you less at 
risk. 

high water content. 
2. Tea bags 
T h e r e  i s n ' t  m u c h 

research on how tea bags 
reduce under-eye circles. 
Genera l ly  speak ing,  i t 
appears that using tea bags as 
cold or warm compresses 
around the eyes does work. 

Green and black tea bags 
might be your best bet for 
treating dark circles since 
both are high in antioxidants. 

3. Tomato 
L y c o p e n e ,  a n 

antioxidant in tomatoes that 
reduces inflammation, many 
people  be l ieve  p lac ing 
tomatoes on your eyes 
reduces swelling. 

reduce dandruff. 
3. Reduce acne 
G i n g e r  c o n t a i n s 

gingerol, a phytochemical 
that  has powerful  anti -
inflammatory properties. It is 
excellent for both treating and 
preventing some forms of  
acne. 

Studies found that ginger 
lowers the amount of  extra 
oil, or sebum, that your skin 
generates. 

4. Heals scars 
Antioxidant-rich ginger 

also helps to maintain normal 
blood flow throughout the 
body. Ginger can make it 
easier for scars to revert to 
your skin's natural colour. 

Some c la im though 
unsupported scientifically 
that ginger can increase the 
creation of  collagen that 
helps scars to look better. 

5 .  R e d u c e  t h e 
appearance of  oedema or 
excess fat 

Ginger-based remedies 
may promote healthier blood 
circulation and help your 
body remove toxins. This 
p r e v e n t s  f a t  f r o m 
accumulating beneath your 
skin. 

Ginger can be used as a 
toner, facemask, massage oil, 
scrub or shampoo. 

Ginger water
If  you do not wish to have 
a n y t h i n g  f a n c y  f o r 
irregular periods, boil a 
few ginger slices in one 
glass of  water and have it 
any time of  the day or 
after every meal. 
Method: 
Take one small piece of  
fresh ginger. Add it to a 
pan with one glass of  
water. 
Boil it for 2-3minutes. 
Consume at any time of  

mucus in the respiratory 
tract. 

3 .  We e d  r a i s e s  t h e 
heartrate and makes the 
heart need more oxygen. If  a 
person has underlying heart 
issues, smoking weed makes 
them more susceptible to 
heart failure or heart attack. 

4 .  Weed a lso  causes 
glaucoma which is an eye 
condition that damages the 
nerve connecting the eye to 
the brain. 

5 Weed can also cause 
memory loss because the 

Natural remedies for treating dark circles under the eyes 

Ginger: How this miracle root improves
your skin, hair and body 

The downside of smoking weed (Igbo) 



L A U T A R O 
M A R T I N E Z 
S t a t i s t i c a l l y 

speaking, he is the league's 
top goalscorer at the World 
Cup with Victor Osimhen (9) 
and Ademola Lookman (7) 
( N i g e r i a )  a n d  M a r k o 
Anautovic (8) (Austria) all 
missing out. The Argentine 
forward has been involved in 
11 goals in 15 Serie A 
matches (seven goals, four 
assists), and his form when 
donning the national team 
colours is just as impressive, 
with 21 goals, and seven 
assists in 40 matches.

Now mix  tha t  goa l -
scoring prowess with the 
likes of  Lionel Messi, Angel 
Di Maria, Julian Alvarez, 
and hopefully a fit Paulo 
Dybala to the frontline, and 
Argentina are in with a shout 
for  a  third World Cup 
triumph and their first since 
1986.

A N D R E - F R A N K 
ZAMBO ANGUISSA 

The idea of  watching 
Zambo Anguissa bossing the 
midfield for Cameroon given 
his wonderful start to the 
season is proper food for 
thought. The midfielder has 
done a good job shielding the 
backline of  Napoli this 
season, with the side only 
facing 32 shots on target this 
season – the third-best in the 
league.

His numbers in terms of  
goal involvement this season 
have also been impressive for 
a defensive midfielder, six 
goals, and three assists in 15 
matches is more than a good 
enough return. Especially 
when your team holds an 
eight-point  lead at  the 
summit.

ADRIEN RABIOT 
A player reborn. France's 

Rabiot has been remarkable 
since his return from a thigh 

FC Bournemouth (2 

Ap l a y e r s ) :  C h r i s 
M e p h a m ,  K i e f f e r 

Moore (Wales).
Arsenal  (10  p layers ) : 

G a b r i e l  J e s u s ,  G a b r i e l 
Mar t inel l i  (both Brazi l ) , 
Takehiro Tomiyasu (Japan), 
Granit Xhaka (Switzerland), 
William Saliba (France), Matt 
T u r n e r  ( U S A ) ,  A a r o n 
Ramsdale, Ben White, Bukayo 
Saka (all England), Thomas 
Partey (Ghana).

Aston Villa (4 players): 
L e a n d e r  D e n d o n c k e r 
(Belgium), Jan Bednarek, 
Matty Cash (both Poland), 
E m i l i a n o  M a r t i n e z 

Wilson, Daniel James (both 
Wales),Tim Ream, Antonee 
Robinson (both USA), Joao 
P a l h i n h a  ( P o r t u g a l ) , 
Aleksandar Mitrovic (Serbia).

Leeds United (3 players): 
R a s m u s  K r i s t e n s e n 
( D e n m a r k ) ,  B r e n d e n 
Aaronson, Tyler Adams (both 
USA).

Leicester City (7 players): 
Danny Ward (Wales), Wout 
Faes, Timothy Castagne, Youri 
Tielemans (al l  Belgium), 
James Maddison (England), 
Nampalys Mendy (Senegal), 
Daniel Amartey (Ghana).

Liverpool (7 players): 

and calf  injury. He's played 
every minute of  Juventus' 
last six games, finding the 
back of  the net three times, 
and picking up two assists in 
his team's last five league 
outings.

Along with 10 other 
players who have been called 
up from The Bianconeri, he 
depar ts  for  Qatar with 
Juventus well in the top four 
a f t e r  o v e r c o m i n g  a 
disastrous start to the season 
that saw them drop out of  the 
Uefa Champions League.

OLIVIER GIROUD 
The big number nine is on 

t h e  c u s p  o f  b e c o m i n g 
France's greatest-ever goal 
scorer. His record for Les 
Bleu stands at 49 goals in 114 
appearances  –  Thier r y 
Henry leads the way with 51 
goals in 123 appearances.

While the record may 
seem attainable given the 
fact that France face a 
familiar foe in Australia, 
Denmark, and Tunisia in 
Group D, the Milan striker 
faces some stiff  competition 
for a starting berth with 
Karim Benzema, Kylian 
M b a p p e ,  A n t o i n e 
Griezmann, Christopher 
Nkunku, and not mention 
Ousmane  Dembe le  a l l 
i n c l u d e d  i n  D i d i e r 
Deschamps World Cup 
plans.

BOULAYE DIA 
Salernitana's talisman 

and top goal scorer heads to 
Qatar having picked up six 
Serie A goals and two assists 
this season, and has his side 
sitting comfortably in 12th 
position, 10-points above the 
relegation zone.

Boulaye Dia and Senegal 
open  the i r  Wor ld  Cup 
c a m p a i g n  a g a i n s t  t h e 
Netherlands and will be 
w i t h o u t  S a d i o  M a n e 
meaning there is a chance we 
cou ld  see  the  fo rward 
become a household name 
for the Lions of  Teranga.

(Argentina).
Brentford (6 players): 

Mikkel Damsgaard, Mathias 
Jensen, Christian Norgaard (all 
Denmark), Bryan Mbeumo 
(Cameroon), David Raya 
(Spain), Saman Ghoddos 
(Iran).

Br ighton (8  p layers ) : 
K a u r o  M i t o m a  ( Ja p a n ) , 
Leandro Trossard (Belgium), 
Robert Sanchez (Spain), Alexis 
Mac Allister (Argentina), Tariq 
Lamptey (Ghana), Pervis 
Estupinan, Moises Caicedo, 
J e r e m y  S a r m i e n t o  ( a l l 
Ecuador).

Chelsea (12 players) : 
Mateo Kovacic (Croatia), 

PAULO DYBALA 
A  W i l d c a r d .  T h e 

Argent ine maestro has 
enjoyed a frantic start to his 
Roma career. Seven goals 
plus two assists in nine 
appearances have proven to 
be a good bargain for Roma 
who brought Dybala in on a 
free transfer from Juventus. 
Or is it?

The forward has been 
included in the Argentine 
squad following his recovery 
from a hamstring injury 
recently. Whether he is fully 
fit, and ready, we will see, 
and whether he starts over 
M e s s i ,  D i  M a r i a  a n d 
Lautaro Martinez is another 
question.

NOTABLE PLAYERS 
HEADED TO QATAR

Angel Di Maria, Lautaro 
M a r t i n e z  ( A r g e n t i n a )
Romelu Lukaku, Charles de 
K e t e l a e r e  ( B e l g i u m )
B r e m e r,  D a n i l o,  A l ex 
S a n d r o  ( B r a z i l )
Andre Onana, Enzo Ebosse 
( C a m e r o o n )
Marcelo Brozovic, Mario 
Pasa l i c,  Niko la  Vlas ic 
( C r o a t i a )
S i m o n  K j a e r,  J o a k i m 
M a e h l e  ( D e n m a r k )
Theo Hernandez (France)
S t e f a n  d e  V r i j ,  Te u n 
Koopmeiners, Marten de 
R o o n  ( N e t h e r l a n d s )
Piotr Zielinski, Arkadiusz 
M i l i k  ( P o l a n d )
Rafael  Leao (Por tugal)
Fode Ballo Toure (Senegal)
Kim Min-jae (South Korea)
Weston McKennie (USA)

N O T A B L E 
ABSENTEES 

V i c t o r  O s i m h e n , 
A d e m o l a  L o o k m a n 
( N i g e r i a )
Marko Anautovic (Austria)
Khvicha Kvaratskhel ia 
( G e o r g i a )
Sergej Milinkovic-Savic 
( S e r b i a )
Edin Dzeko (Bosnia and 
Herzegovina)

Thiago Silva (Brazil), Denis 
Z a k a r i a  ( S w i t z e r l a n d ) , 
Christ ian Pulis ic  (USA), 
Hakim Ziyech (Morocco), Kai 
Havertz (Germany), Mason 
Mount, Conor Gallagher, 
Raheem Sterling (all England), 
Edouard Mendy, Kalidou 
Koulibaly (both Senegal), 
Cesar Azpilicueta (Spain).

Crystal Palace (2 players): 
Joachim Andersen (Denmark), 
Jordan Ayew (Ghana).

Everton (4 players): Jordan 
Pickford (England), Amadou 
Onana (Belgium), Conor 
Coady (England), Idrissa Gana 
Gueye (Senegal).

Fulham (6 players): Harry 
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Al i s son ,  Fab inho  (bo th 
Brazil), Ibrahima Konate 
(France), Trent Alexander-
Arnold, Jordan Henderson 
(both England),  Darwin 
Nunez (Uruguay), Virgil van 
Dijk (Netherlands).

Man City (16 players): 
Manuel Akanji (Switzerland), 
Ederson (Brazil), Kevin De 
Bruyne (Belgium),  I lkay 
Gundogan (Germany), John 
Stones, Kyle Walker, Kalvin 
Phillips, Phil Foden, Jack 
Grealish (all England), Joao 
C a n c e l o ,  R u b e n  D i a s , 
Bernardo Silva (all Portugal), 
Nathan Ake (Netherlands), 
Aymeric Laporte and Rodri 
(both Spain), Julian Alvarez 
(Argentina).

Man Utd (14 players): 
Antony, Casemiro, Fred (all 

aLiga is second on the Lt a b l e  o f  p l a y e r 
representation at the 

World Cup with a total of  80 
stars of  the 832 players 
heading to the tournament 
from across 56 domestic 
leagues and over 300 different 
clubs.

World Cup hosts Qatar 
and Saudi Arabia are the only 
teams with all 26 players on 
their roster coming from their 
domestic league systems 
while Spain has a total of  18 
players from LaLiga.

The LaLiga big three Real 
Madr id ,  Barce lona  and 
Atletico Madrid feature in the 
top ten clubs with most 
players in the tournament. 
Barcelona lead the LaLiga 
table of  players going to Qatar 
with 16 players tied with 
Qatari giants Al-Sadd and 
Manchester City in the overall 
.

F U L L  L I S T  B Y 
COUNTRY

 
ARGENTINA (9) 

Brazil), Christian Eriksen 
(Denmark), Raphael Varane 
(France), Harry Maguire, 
Luke Shaw, Marcus Rashford 
(all England), Diogo Dalot, 
Bruno Fernandes, Cristiano 
Rona ldo  (a l l  Por tuga l ) , 
Facundo Pellistri (Uruguay), 
Tyrell Malacia (Netherlands), 
L i s a n d r o  M a r t i n e z 
(Argentina).

Newcast le  Uni ted  (5 
players): Bruno Guimaraes 
( B r a z i l ) ,  Fa b i a n  S c h a r 
(Switzerland), Nick Pope, 
Kieran Trippier,  Callum 
Wilson (all England).

Nottingham Forest (5 
p l aye r s ) :  Re m o  Fr e u l e r 
( S w i t z e r l a n d ) ,  Wa y n e 
Hennessey, Neco Williams, 
Brennan Johnson (all Wales), 
Cheikhou Kouyate (Senegal).

<strong Armel Bella-
K o t c h a p  ( G e r m a n y ) , 
Mohammed Salisu (Ghana). 

Tottenham Hotspur (11 

G e r o n i m o  R u l l i 
(Villarreal), Gonzalo Montiel 
(Sevilla), Nahuel Molina 
(Atletico Madrid), German 
Pezzella (Real Betis), Juan 
Foyth (Villarreal), Marcos 
Acuna (Sevi l la ) ,  Guido 
Rodriguez (Real  Bet is ) , 
Rodrigo De Paul (Atletico 
Madrid), Alejandro Gomez 
(Sevilla)

AUSTRALIA (1) 
Awer Mabil (Cadiz)
BELGIUM (4) 
Thibaut Courtois (Real 

M a d r i d ) ,  A x e l  W i t s e l 
(Atletico Madrid), Yannick 
Carrasco (Atletico Madrid), 
Eden Hazard (Real Madrid)

BRAZIL(5) 
E d e r  M i l i t a o  ( Re a l 

Madrid), Alex Telles (Sevilla), 
R a p h i n h a  ( B a r c e l o n a ) , 
Rodrygo (Real Madrid), 
Vinicius Jr. (Real Madrid).

CROATIA (3) 
I vo  G r b i c  ( A t l e t i c o 

Madrid), Luka Modric (Real 
Madr id) ,  Ante  Budimir 
(Osasuna)

DENMARK (4) 

p l a y e r s ) :  P i e r r e - E m i l e 
Hojbjerg (Denmark), Ivan 
Perisic (Croatia), Richarlison 
(Brazil), Ben Davies (Wales), 
Hugo Lloris (France), Eric 
Dier,  Har r y Kane (both 
England), Rodrigo Bentancur 
(Uruguay), Pape Matar Sarr 
(Senegal), Cristian Romero 
(Argentina), Son Heung-min 
(South Korea).

West  Ham United (5 
players) :  Lucas  Paqueta 
(Brazil), Alphonse Areola 
(France) ,  Nayef  Aguerd 
(Morocco), Thilo Kehrer 
(Germany), Declan Rice 
(England).

W o l v e r h a m p t o n 
Wa n d e r e r s  ( 5  p l aye r s ) : 
Matheus  Nunes,  Ruben 
Neves, Jose Sa (all Portugal), 
Hwang Hee-chan (South 
K o r e a ) ,  R a u l  J i m e n e z 
(Mexico).

Andreas Christensen 
( B a r c e l o n a ) ,  T h o m a s 
Delaney (Sevilla), Martin 
Brai thwaite  (Espanyol) , 
Kasper Dolberg (Sevilla)

FRANCE (6) 
J u l e s  K o u n d e 

( B a r c e l o n a ) ,  E d u a r d o 
Camavinga (Real Madrid, 
Aurelien Tchouameni (Real 
Madrid), Karim Benzema 
(Real Madrid), Ousmane 
D e m b e l e  ( B a r c e l o n a ) , 
Antoine Griezmann (Atletico 
Madrid)

GERMANY (2) 
Marc-Andre ter Stegen 

( B a r c e l o n a ) ,  A n t o n i o 
Ruediger (Real Madrid)

GHANA (3) 
Joseph Aidoo (Celta 

Vigo), Daniel Afriyie (Hearts 
of  Oak), Inaki Williams 
(Athletic Bilbao).

JAPAN (2) 
G a k u  S h i b a s a k i 

(Leganes), Takefusa Kubo 
(Real Sociedad).

MOROCCO (4) 
Yassine Bounou (Sevilla), 

Jawa d  E l  Ya m i q  ( Re a l 

Valladolid), Youssef  En-Nesyri 
(Sevilla), Abde Ezzalzouli 
(Osasuna)

NETHERLANDS (2) 
F r e n k i e  d e  J o n g 

(Barcelona), Memphis Depay 
(Barcelona),

POLAND (1) 
Rober t  Lewandowsk i 

(Barcelona)
PORTUGAL (2) 
William Carvalho (Real 

Betis), Joao Felix (Atletico 
Madrid)

SENEGAL (3) 
Youssouf  Sabaly (Real 

Betis), Pathe Ismael Ciss (Rayo 
Vallecano), Nicolas Jackson 

(Villarreal)
SOUTH KOREA (1) 
L e e  K a n g - i n  ( R e a l 

Mallorca)
SPAIN (18) 
Unai Simon (Athletic 

Bilbao), Dani Carvajal (Real 
M a d r i d ) ,  E r i c  G a r c i a 
(Barcelona), Hugo Guillamon 
( Va l e n c i a ) ,  P a u  To r r e s 
( Vi l l a r r e a l ) ,  Jo r d i  A l b a 
( B a r c e l o n a ) ,  Jo s e  G aya 
(Valencia), Sergio Busquets 
(Barcelona), Gavi (Barcelona), 
Marcos Llorente (Atletico 
Madrid),  Pedri Gonzalez 
( B a r c e l o n a ) ,  K o k e 
R e s u r r e c c i o n  ( A t l e t i c o 

M a d r i d ) ,  Fe r r a n  To r r e s 
(Barcelona), Nico Williams 
(Athletic Bilbao), Yeremi Pino 
(Villarreal), Alvaro Morata 
(Atletico Madrid), Marco 
Asensio (Real Madrid), Ansu 
Fati (Barcelona).

SWITZERLAND (1) 
Eray Comert (Valencia)
UNITED STATES (2) 
Luca de la Torre (Celta 

Vigo), Yunus Musah (Valencia)
URUGUAY (4)
Jo s e  M a r i a  G i m e n e z 

(Atletico Madrid), Ronald 
Araujo (Barcelona), Federico 
Valverde  (Real  Madr id) , 
Edinson Cavani (Valencia)

World cup Qatar
17:00 Qatar – Ecuador – 2 
14:00 England - Iran – 1 
17:00 Senegal - Netherlands –X2 
20:00 USA – Wales – 1X 
11:00 Argentina - Saudi Arabia 
– 1 
14:00 Denmark – Tunisia – Un 
3.5
17:00 Mexico - Poland – 1X 
20:00 France - Australia – 1X 

11:00 Morocco - Croatia – X2 
14:00 Germany - Japan –1 
17:00 Spain - Costa Rica –X 
20:00 Belgium - Canada – 1 
11:00 Switzerland – Cameroon – 
1X 
14:00 Uruguay - South Korea – 
Un 4
17:00 Portugal - Ghana – 1 
20:00 Brazil - Serbia – 1 

Betting tips for the weekend

...Bet responsibly

Premier League stars to dominate Qatar 2022

LaLiga stars to watch at the World Cup
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