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2023: Again, Soludo lambasts Obi’s investment      
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

A
nambra State Gov-
ernor, Professor 
Chukwuma Solu-

do, Monday, unleashed 
another venom on the 
Presidential candidate of  
Labour Party (LP), Mr 
Peter Obi, saying that his 
years of  investment worth 
“nothing” and also the 
probability of  him win-
ning the 2023 poll is next 
to zero.

Soludo, in a statement 
entitled “History beckons 
and I will not be silent part 
2”, added that he was sure 
that Obi would not win the 
election.

Part of  the statements 
read, “Let’s be clear: Peter 
Obi knows that he can’t 
and won’t win. He knows 
the game he is playing, and 
we know too; and he knows 
that we know. The game 
he is playing is the main 
reason he didn’t return to 
APGA. The brutal truth 
(and some will say, God 
forbid) is that there are two 
persons/parties seriously 
contesting for president: 
the rest is exciting drama.

“As my brother, I wish 
him well and even pray 
for him. I told him during 
his courtesy call that my 
prayer is that himself  or 
Prof  Umeadi of  APGA 
would win, why not? That 

is from my heart, but I also 
told him that my head and 
facts on the ground led me 
to know that it’s probability 
is next to zero (what I can-
not say before you, I won’t 
say behind you).

 “So I already told him 
my opinion. Indeed, there 
is no credible pathway for 
him near the first two posi-
tions, and if  care is not tak-
en, he won’t even near the 
third position. Analysts tell 
him you don’t need “struc-
ture” to win. Fantasy! 

Of  course, LP won gov-
ernorship elections in Ekiti 
and Osun on social media 
and via phantom polls, 
while getting barely 2,000 
votes on ground.

 “Creating a credible 
third force for presidential 
election in Nigeria requires 
a totally different strategy 
and extreme hard work. 
Of  course, Peter Obi will 
get some votes, and may 
probably win in Anambra 
state— as “home boy”. 
But Anambra is not Nige-
ria. If  he likes, I can even 

campaign for him but that 
won’t change much.

 “From internal state by 
state polling available to 
me, he was on course to get 
25% in 5 states as at August 
this year. The latest polling 
shows that it is down to 
four states, and declining. 
Not even in Lagos State 
(supposed headquarters of  
urban youths) where La-
bour Party could not find 
candidates to contest for 

House of  Reps or Senate.
“The polls also show 

that he is taking votes away 
mostly from PDP. Indeed, 
if  I were Asiwaju Tinubu, 
I would even give Peter Obi 
money as someone head-
ing one of  the departments 
of  his campaign because 
Obi is making Tinubu’s 
pathway to victory much 
easier by indirectly pulling 
down PDP. It is what it is!”

DSS officer machetes PDP guber 
candidate’s campaign DG

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia 

G
overnor Okezie Ik-
peazu of  Abia State 
has condemned in 

the strongest terms, the at-
tack on the Director -Gen-
eral of  the Professor Uche 
Ikonne Campaign Organ-
ization, Rt Hon Barrister 
Chinedum Elechi in Umua-
hia.

The Director General 
was allegedly attacked by 
an individual believed to be 
an operative of  the Ebonyi 
State Command of  the De-
partment of  State Security 
Service (SSS) with a sharp 
machete, leaving him with 
multiple machete cuts all 
over his body.

The Governor in a state-
ment by his Chief  Press Sec-
retary, (CPS), Barr Onyebu-
chi Ememanka, saluted the 
courage of  the members of  
the public and men of  the 
Nigeria Police who helped 
to overpower the assailant 
and recovered the instru-
ment of  attack from him 
during the said attack.

The Governor demand-
ed a thorough investigation 
into the inexplicable display 
of  murderous barbarism and 
charged “the Commissioner 
of  Police to ensure that the 
assailant is made to face the 
full weight of  the law.”

The Governor assured 
well meaning Abians of  
their safety, reiterating the 
commitment of  his admin-
istration to ensure that crim-
inals are not given space to 
operate in Abia State, espe-
cially as the political space 
gets set for serious activities.

The statement went on, 
“Governor Ikpeazu is grate-

ful to God for sparing the life 
of  Rt. Hon Elechi, a former 
Deputy Speaker of  State 
House of  Assembly, former 
Honorable Commissioner, 
and wishes him safe recov-
ery.

Elechi had on his social 
media handle, narrated how 
the unnamed DSS officer 
wanted to kill him along 
Azikiwe road Umuahia , 
for allegedly scratching his 
(DSS) officer’s car along the 
busy road.

He denied scratching the 
said car and cried out that he 
would require total surgery 
in his left hand to save the 
hand from the deep machete 
cuts he allegedly suffered in 
the hands of  the DSS per-
sonnel .

Sources in the State told 
News Echo that DSS officer 

is currently being detained 
in Umuahia while investi-
gations are ongoing. Mean-
while, former Chairman of  
PDP in Abia, Chief  Ndidi 
Okereke has died.

He death was confirmed 
on Monday by the State 
chapter of  the party, through 
Chief  Abraham, Deputy 
Chairman and Acting Pub-
licity Secretary.

The party described 
Chief  Okereke’s death as a 
big shock, adding that his 
wealth of  experience would 
be missed especially at this 
election season.

In his tribute, Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu lamented 
that Okereke’s death as a big 
shock to him and the people 
of  the Abia.  

The late Okereke is in sev-
eral campaign directorates 
in the 2023 plans of  Abia 
PDP.

2023: Anambra Youths hold debate 
for State Assembly candidates
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

A
head of  the 2023 gen-
eral election, Youths 
from the Anambra 

West Local Government 
Area of  Anambra State, has 
organised debate for all the 
political parties and their 
candidates vying to represent 
Anambra West State Constit-
uency at the State House of  
Assembly Awka.

The event which took 
place, on Sunday, at Ajan-
du hall, Umuezi-Anam, in 
the Council Area, was con-
ducted in an open debate 
and witnessed by the Media, 
Non-Governmental Organ-

isation, NGOs, civil society 
groups, faith-based organi-
sations, political leaders and 
supporters of  the contesting 
parties.

The Youth President in the 
Council Area, Comrade Sim-
eon Okoye, in his opening ad-
dress, described the debate as 
an important landmark in the 
Constituency’s democratic 
journey saying it would help 
curb the practices of  godfa-
therism, deepen democracy 
and the growing maturity of  
governance and politics in 
Anambra West Local Gov-
ernment Area.

He said the debate has giv-
en the candidates the oppor-
tunity to sell their vision and 

plans to the Constituency and 
it has also given the electorate 
the opportunity to assess the 
candidates and to choose 
who will represent their inter-
est without godfatherism at 
the State Legislative Cham-
bers, Awka, come May, 2023.

According to Okoye, “we 
the youths, have been inter-
ested and strongly involved 
in the leadership and gov-
ernance of  the democratic 
system in Anambra State and 
Nigeria; we believe that when 
credible leaders are elected 
into public office it will con-
sequently drive development 
and reduce godfatherism, 
corruption and poverty to a 
great degree.”

He noted that similar exer-
cise would also be organised 
for Obiano’s wife, Dr. Ebe-
lechukwu Obiano (APGA 
Candidate for Senate), Sena-
tor Stella Oduah (PDP Can-
didate for Senate), Dr. Tony 
Nwoye (Labour Party Can-
didate for Senate) and all the 
House of  Representatives 
Candidates from Anambra 
North Senatorial District.

Reeling out his vision and 
plans for the Constituency 
if  elected, the Labour Party 
(LP) Candidate for the State 
Assembly, Dr. Festus Chuk-
wuemeka, assure the people 
that he will rehabilitates all the 
dilapidated Healthcare Cen-
tres, School buildings across 
the communities in Anambra 
West LGAs.

Chukwuemeka, who arrive 
the venue with thousands of  
his supporters, also promised 

...Says his probability of  winning Presidency is next to zero

... Ikpeazu demands justice

Agwa residents on the run,
community deserted
…As Oguta first class royal father shot dead
…Buhari calls or probe

here is palpable tension Tin Agwa community of  

O g u t a  L o c a l 

government Area of  Imo State 

as the residents have taken to 

the bush for refuge over the 

unprecedented attack that took 

t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t 

traditional ruler, His Royal 

Highness  Eze I.O Asor, Udi 1 

of  Obudi Agwa and two of  his 

cabinet members.

Stemming on the above, 

P r e s i d e n t  M u h a m m a d u 

Buhari has condemned the 

heinous killing of  Eze Ignitus 

Asor, the traditional ruler of  

the Obudi-Agwa community 

in Oguta Local Government 

Area of  Imo State.

Recall that gunmen on 

Monday, struck and killed the 

traditional ruler of  Obudi 

A g w a  A u t o n o m o u s 

Community, Eze Ignatius 

Asor. The suspects were said to 

have come in four vehicles and 

two motorcycles that also had 

a female accomplice that 

completed the task with them.

It learnt that the unknown 

killers also snuffed life out of  

two other persons in the 

community.

The gunmen stormed the 

palace while a meeting was 

going on and opened fire, 

killing the monarch and others 

at the spot, while injuring some 

others.

The attack was said to have 

left the community devastated, 

a s  s o m e  h av e  f l e d  t h e 

community for fear of  more 

attacks and massive arrests.

“Gunmen stormed the 

palace while they were having 

a meeting and opened fire on 

them. The traditional ruler, 

Eze Ignatius Asor has been 

killed and two others.

“Some people were also 

injured. The community is 

devastated; many have run 

away out of  fear.

The state Police Public 

Re l a t i o n s  O f f i c e r,  C S P 

Michael Abattam, was yet to 

react to the incident as at press 

time.

A day after the attack, the 

President issued a statement 

via his media aide, Garba 

Shehu. He directed security 

agenc ies  in  the  s ta te  to 

investigate the dastardly act 

a n d  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e 

perpetrators face the full wrath 

of  the law.

C o m m i s e r a t i n g  w i t h 

family, friends, the Obudi-

Agwa community, as well as 

all  those affected by the 

attacks, the President prayed 

for the speedy recovery of  

those injured.

He also acknowledged the 

spirited efforts by the Imo State 

Government at improving the 

s e c u r i t y  s i t u a t i o n  a n d 

encourages all Imo residents 

and c i t izens  to  robust ly 

support the collective efforts of  

state actors and members of  

the local community to keep 

everyone safe.

M e a n w h i l e ,  P o l i c e 

spokesman, Michael Abattam, 

h a d  s a i d  t h e  a t t a c k e r s 

disguised themselves as people 

in distress and approached the 

royal father for help.

He said the Commissioner 

of  Police, Mohammed Ahmed 

Barde, has condemned the 

attack, asking the people of  the 

Agwa community to be calm.

Abattam “assured the good 

people of  Agwa in particular 

and Imo State in general, that 

investigation has commenced, 

and the Command will leave 

no stone unturned until the 

perpetrators are arrested and 

made to face the full wrath of  

the law
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FIDA Chairperson restates desire to provide
free legal services to indigent women, children
By Ikenna Orioha

A
s domestic and street 
abuse and violence 
against women, chil-

dren and vulnerable group 
get messier in the society, 
Chairperson of  International 
Federation of  Women Law-
yers of  Nigeria  FIDA), Imo 
State, Ndidi Anike-Okeoma, 
has vowed that FIDA will not 
relent in providing free legal 
services to these set of  hu-
mans no matter the cost.

She made the vow in her 
address during the FIDA An-
nual Week Conference held 
in Owerri, the Imo State capi-
tal, on Monday.

Anike-Okeoma observed 
that FIDA utilizes its ob-
jectives through free legal 
representation for indigent 
women and children, saying 
advocacy, policy campaigns, 
education, training, media-
tion and counseling services 
are causes which Imo FIDA 
champions effectively, vow-
ing that FIDA would remain 
committed, as well as being 
in the forefront of  advocating 
for the rights of  the lessprivi-
leged and the vulnerable for a 
free society.

The Chairperson who not-
ed that FIDA has attended 
to more than 70 cases with 
issues ranging from domes-
tic violence, child defilement, 
wrongful widowhood practic-
es, stressed that FIDA collab-

orates with Police to institute 
arrest of  offenders, positing 
that FIDA has recorded 
success and is still prosecut-
ing cases in court, using the 
VAPP Law recently passed 
and assented to.

She hinted that children 
who were forcefully taken 
away from their mothers have 
been reunited with them, just 
as widows who have been 
denied their rights of  inher-
itance including victims of  
sexual violence have been 
given justice and have been 
engaged in so many human-
itarian services in the state, 
courtesy of  FIDA.

Describing FIDA Nigeria 
as a non-profit, non- political 
group, Anike-Okeoma add-
ed that FIDA is a powerful 
voluntary association whose 
primary objective is to pro-
tect, promote and preserve 
the rights of  women and chil-
dren in Nigeria, informing 
that every branch of  FIDA 
is expected to hold an annual 
FIDA Week for the purposes 
of  capacity building, creating 
awareness of  the organisa-
tion’s activities and objectives, 
harping that FIDA Imo State 
is billed to hold its own Week 
from 12th to 16th November, 
2022, in Owerri.

The legal luminary stated 
that this year’s FIDA Imo 
Week is geared towards the 
“challenges of  striking a 
balance towards becoming 

Ochanja Market chairman continues developmental 
infrastructure despite threats to quit
By Uzo Ugwunze

T
he Caretaker Chair-
man of  Ochanja 
Central market, Onit-

sha, Anambra State, Chief  
Bonaventure Muo has con-
tinued in his road construc-
tion projects in the market 
despite petitions, threats by 
rivals and god fathers. 

Inspecting the construc-
ton work at Ochanja market 
second gate road, the chair-
man, who was flanked by 
his secretary, Mr. Maduka 
Obinna and Personal Assis-
tant, Mr. Chukwudi Okafor, 
reiterated that he would not 
be deterred by the anctics of  
the opposition and god-fa-
thers whom he claimed 
to had kept the market in 
bondage.

 “My problem with them 
started when I was appoint-
ed the market chairman by 
the Anambra State Govern-
ment, through the former 
Commissioner for Com-
merce and Industry, Hon. 

Obinna Ngonadi, who is 
now the Commissioner for 
Industry”.

“Their grievance is be-
cause I vowed to work 
honestly in accordance with 
the state government /mar-
ket rules and regulations.

 “Under the guideline, 
there should be one chair-
man and secretary in a line 
in the market and when 
government requested for 
number of  lines and shops, 
it was then that I discov-
ered that in a particular line 
there were three chairmen 
and three secretaries but I 
objected that it should be 
just one chairman and one 
secretary in a line.

“Again, there are about 
720 shops in the market 
but they lied that there are 
245 shops. So in a bid to 
come out clean, by telling 
the Government the truth, 
they started attacking me, 
writing frivolous petitions 
saying that 200 shops I have 
in the market were not ac-

counted for, that I never 
paid levy like stallage fees 
for them.

“The one that claims 
ownership of  the market, 
(god-father), gave me two 
weeks ultimatum to vacate 
the office in my own inter-
est claiming that he was his 
prerogative to install any 
chairman in the market.

“Here, I belong to the 
group called ‘Movement 
for Good Governance’, 
and we are only interested 
in the progress of  the mar-
ket and that is why I don’t 
bother about their frivolous 
and laughable petitions and 
threats so long I am doing 
the wishes and aspirations 
of  the majority of  the trad-
ers,” he stated.

On the construction of  
the road with drainage sys-
tems on both sides, at the 
second gate, he said that 
traders were happy and sur-
prised as such good gigantic 
project has not been done 
in the market before, espe-

a consummate FIDA, only 
then will FIDA be thorough-
ly equipped to be effectively 
repositioned in Imo State”.

While mentioning that Imo 
FIDA has challenges of  fund-
ing, legal clinics as it has been 
self- funding and sponsoring 
projects to touch lives, FIDA 
solicited for partnership from 
all well meaning persons to 
carry on its humanitarian ser-
vices.

The association appreci-
ated the Governor of  Imo 
State, Hope Uzodinmma, for 

signing the VAPP Bill into 
law, saying the feat has given 
FIDA much needed wider 
legal framework to effectively 
prosecute cases of  domestic 
violence and Sexual, Gender 
Based Violence (SGBVs), 
eulogizing Her Excellency, 
Lady Chioma Uzodinmma, 
who is also a FIDAN, for her 
role in FIDA, thanking Hon. 
Val Okeoma for his support 
including the FIDA members 
who she added have done 
well.

Giving their goodwill mes-

sages, The Attorney General 
and Commissioner for Justice 
Imo State, C.O.C. Akaolisa, 
Chief  Judge of  Imo State, 
Justice T. E. Chukwueme-
ka-Chikeka, President, Cus-
tomary Court of  Appeal, 
Justice Victor U. Okorie, 
Country Vice President/
National President, Interna-
tional Federation of  Women 
Lawyers (FIDA) Nigeria, 
Amina Suzanah Agbaji, 
urged FIDA to continue to 
defend the lessprivileged.

Thus, the ceremony was 

flagged off  by Her Excellen-
cy, Lady Chioma Uzodinm-
ma, who told FIDA to re-
main focused as it strives for 
a free and peaceful Imo State.

The Keynote address cen-
tred on “Strengthen Mech-
anisms to Accelerate the 
Achievements of  Gender 
Equity and Women Empow-
erment: Emerging Issues for 
the Consummate FIDAN”, 
delivered by Justice Alma 
N. Eluwa, who encouraged 
FIDA to keep faith in their 
humanitarian services to the 
state.

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Ohanaeze Ndigbo, 
has lashed out on An-
ambra State Gover-

nor Charles Soludo, over his 
comment on a former Gover-
nor of  the state and presiden-
tial candidate of  the Labour 
Party, in the 2023 general 
elections, Dr Peter Obi. 

The group who stated this 
in a statement signed by its 
Secretary-General, Mazi 
Okechukwu Isiguzoro, said it 
had dragged Governor Solu-
do to two powerful deities in 
Igbo land, for discrediting the 
legacies of  Peter Obi.

Soludo, had in a lengthy 
letter, maintained that Obi 
was not ready for the presi-
dential race, declaring he was 
merely catching a cruise.

But in the statement, 
Ohanaeze said, “Ndigbo 
have dragged Governor Solu-
do to the two famous divini-
ties and deities (Chokoleze in 
Mbaise and Ubiniukpabi in 
Arochuku) for his unreason-
able public behavior.

“Governor Soludo’s ac-
tions are ridiculous, unrea-
sonable and premature; there 

was no locus for the Gover-
nor’s outburst and the sanc-
tions against Soludo to face 
Igbo deities will serve as a 
deterrent to South-East pol-
iticians who have been hired 
by enemies of  Ndigbo and 
Nigerians to derail the Obi’s 
Presidency in 2023.

“Governor Soludo ex-
posed and indicted himself  of  
treachery when he discredit-
ed APGA and Labor Parties’ 
presidential candidates as not 
viable alternatives to win the 
2023 elections.

“How can a state Gov-
ernor of  two Presidential 
candidates (APGA and LP) 
make such a public declara-
tion?

“He has confirmed that 
he is the number one enemy 
of  the new Nigeria and was 
hired by an unpopular pres-
idential candidate who is 
looking for Igbo politicians 
to pull down Obi’s popularity 
ahead of  the 2023 election.

“We advise Soludo to 
concentrate on the current 
crisis in Anambra State and 
APGA and stop casting in-
nuendo and aspersions on 
the person of  Mr. Peter Obi. 

Embattled Abia APC guber candidate, Ikechi Emenike at the �ag off of the Presidential campaign at Jos Plateau State 
on Tuesday.

cially when traders were 
not tasked financially for 
about N4.5m the project 
may gulp.

The General Secretary, 
Hon.  Maduka Obinna, 
said that it was the little 
money they generate from 
the market coupled with 
the chairman’s financial as-
sistance that are doing the 
road project.

“Traders have continued 
to praise us and even asked 
us to continue in our good 
work as they have never 
seen this before. No leader-
ship has done what we did 
in four months of  our stay,” 
he hinted.

Also reacting, Hon. 
Chukwudi Okafor, said the 
chairman donated 50 bags 
of  cement, others donated 
30, 20, 10, and some donat-
ed cash, depending on their 
capability because they are 
happy with what the chair-
man is doing. They have 
never seen such before and 
want to assist,” he said.
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Editorial

he campaigns are here again. Political Tparties and candidates are deploying 
everything to convince innocent voters 

that they mean well and have clear agenda to 
transform society. These statements give an 
indication of what matters to the candidates 
and their visions of the future of their societies.

Ideally, a manifesto is a compilation of the 
broad vision, development philosophy, 
ideological leaning and sector-specific policy 
options that a political party intends to pursue 
once elected.

The reality in the Nigerian political culture 
deviates, albeit in a slightly different way, from 
the denotative nuances of a manifesto. In 
Nigeria, a manifesto is more of a tradition, a 
political  culture and not an essential 
requirement in a political contest. Whether 
citizens take it seriously or not is another 
matter. The belief  in Nigeria, following 
historical precedence, is that manifestos are 
almost acts of confidence trick – soundbites and 
promises that are intended to trick but never to 
be kept. Nevertheless, the expectation is that all 
political parties and presidential candidates 
will present their manifestoes or agenda to the 
public.

Two of the four presidential frontrunners in 
Nigeria's 2023 general elections have released 
what are somewhat documents of manifestos. 
Atiku Abubakar of the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) released an abridged version of his 
manifesto captioned the “New Covenant” or 
“My Covenant With Nigerians”. Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu of the All Progressives Congress (APC) 
has issued a “Hope Renewed”. One common 
thing to both manifestos is that they need to 
show more details on how they intend to 
accomplish what they have outlined as their 
programmes for the revival of Nigeria. Labour 
Party's Peter Obi and New Nigeria People's 
Party (NNPP)'s Rabiu Kwankwaso are yet to 
release any manifesto officially. Peter Obi had 
argued that getting wordsmiths and consultants 
to write and package a manifesto is not enough, 
candidates should be able to speak to Nigerians 
about what they plan to do, how they will do 
this and where the funds will come from to fulfil 
their promises.

The campaign managers and spin doctors of 
the two main parties, APC and PDP, are already 
jostling to place their manifestos at the centre of 
media and public attention, whilst attacking the 
essence and content of each other's manifesto. 
Dele Momodu, a journalist and media manager 
of the Atiku presidential campaign launched 
the first attack by describing Tinubu's 
manifesto as a bad recycling of late MKO 
Abiola's 1993 manifesto, calling it the “APC 
manifesto of lies”. As expected, he got an 
immediate reply from Festus Keyamo, who 
described the Atiku-Okowa manifesto as 
merely a copy of President Buhari's projects. At 
least Nigerians who have consumed enough bad 
news now have some comic relief.

We expect these attacks, which are part of 
election campaigns and justling. However, 
these contesting soundbites are not enough to 
satisfy the political appetites of the electorate. I 
expect thorough and critical analyses of the 
manifesto of each party by its opponents, with 
the view to interrogating the document and 
questioning the relevance of its content to our 
common aspiration. Nigerians should examine 
the practicality and workability of the ideas and 

policies contain in these manifestos and task 
each party's campaign managers to explain to 
the public some of the grey areas identified. I 
also expect civil society organisations, the 
media and public commentators to delve into 
these manifestos and dissect them in order to 
educate the public on their contents, and the 
merits and demerits of the ideas, policies, and 
assumptions contained in these documents. The 
aim is to enlighten the citizens, because only an 
enlightened citizenry will vote for candidates 
whose visions align with their developmental 
needs and aspirations.

Once elections are over, the parties and the 
candidate jettison their manifestos and its 
promises. What if  we treat voting as a 
transaction between the voter and the elected 
officials, which is a social contract? Should we 
not hold elected officials accountable when they 
deviate from promises they made in their 
manifestoes, upon which they were voted into 
office? Can citizens take legal action against 
parties and candidates for not implementing the 
provisions of their manifestos? If a prospective 
voter has voted on the basis of a promise, should 
the voter not have the legitimate expectation 
that the government voted to power would 
perform on the basis of  their contract? 
Therefore, citizens need to take note and keep 
track of party manifestos and candidates' 
promises during election campaigns in order to 
hold them accountable. Besides, citizens must 
be able to remove non-performing leaders 
before another election cycle. Though it runs a 
parliamentary system, the UK changed a prime 
minister in 44 days because she could not deliver 
on her campaign manifesto.

Yet, there is no indication that the content 
of a party's manifesto substantially influences 
how citizens vote. 90% of eligible voters, a good 
chunk being illiterate by default, in Nigeria do 
not bother about manifestos. Even candidates 
need to learn the content of their manifesto 
document. It is time we paid attention to the 
manifestos of parties and candidates, in order to 
interrogate them, keep track, and hold elected 
officials accountable. We need citizen 
mechanisms or actions to hold candidates 
responsible for their manifesto promises before 
periodic elections. That way, we shall deepen 
our democracy.

In countries such as Bhutan and Mexico, 
political parties are required to submit a copy of 
their election manifestos to the Electoral 
Commission before the general elections. 
Manifestos are issued to the public only with 
the approval of the Electoral Commission. This 
has a way of making the government perform its 
manifesto promises. A mechanism to track and 
hold candidates accountable would ensure that 
promises merely to induce voters are not made 
and that promises are sincere and well-
conceived.

News Echo implores all stakeholders in the 
Nigerian project to use every opportunity 
available to interrogate all electoral promises 
within and outside the manifestos. We need to 
understand the vision that a political party's 
candidate is selling to voters and create means 
of holding him or her to his or her words. The 
media is also advised to focus on the proper 
enlightenment of voters on the basis of the 
promises of candidates as contained in their 
manifestos and other political statements

Unchanging manifestoes
of the Nigerian Polity
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Minister of State for Education, Federal Ministry of Education, Federal Republic of Nigeria, 
Rt. Hon Goodluck Nanah Opiah,  takes centre stage at the UNESCO WORLD CONFERENCE as he 
leads African delegation to the event in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, on the Early Childhood Care and 
Education Development Program.

2023: Ebonyi guber candidates accuse
ruling APC of PVC buying
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

A 
coalition of  Ebonyi 
state governorship 
candidates has ac-

cused a ruling APC in the 
state of  alleged purchasing 
of  Permanent voters cards 
(PVCs) across the 13 Local 
government areas.

The Candidate alleged 
that information available 
to them revealed that some 
paid agents of  government 
in power have been stationed 
and deployed to different 
parts of  the state to induce 
voters in order to illegally dis-
possess them of  their (PVCs), 
ahead of  the 2023 general 
elections.

In a statement jointly 
signed by Engr. Chukwuma 
Nwandugo, Action Alliance 
(AA), Prof. Benard Odoh, 
All Progressive Grand Al-
liance (APGA), Arch. Ed-
ward Nkwegu, Labour party 
(LP), Prophet Adol Awam, 
New Nigeria People’s Par-
ty (NNPP), Dr Chukwuma 
Odii, Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP), and Engr. Sun-
day Opoke, Young Progres-

sives Party (YPP) in Abaka-
liki alleged that the agents 
of  the party were offering 
cash ranging from N5,000 
to N10, 000 each to the pro-
spective voters. They alleged 
that the agents are also prom-
ising prospective voters that 
they will be included in sub-
sequent State Government 
empowerment programmes 
while others are also alleged-
ly copying the VIN numbers.

 “For us, this is totally un-
acceptable as it is a punish-
able offence under Section 
22(a)(b) and (c) of  the Elec-
toral Act, 2022.

“We condemn in very 
strong terms this show of  
shame and undemocratic 
venture as it is quite ridicu-
lous and a desperation taken 
too far by those seeking pow-
er at all costs.

“As evidence to our claim, 
a group of  six persons led by 
a yet-to-be-identified mid-
dle-aged woman were caught 
red-handed in the act cap-
tured in a short video clip and 
image footage along Nsugbe 
street, Abakaliki in the morn-
ing hours of  Saturday, 12th 
November 2022.

 “The photo footage and 
video are here attached as 
evidence. There’s also video 
evidence where someone was 
caught sorting and counting 
several PVCs in his posses-
sion suspected to have been 
retrieved from the said polit-
ical Party agents. (It is also 
here attached as further evi-
dence.

“It is quite regrettable that 
while other political parties in 
the state have been thorough-
ly guided in their conducts 
and have been observing the 
provisions of  the nation’s 
Electoral Acts as they go 
about their consultations and 
prepare for the campaigns, 
some politicians in the state 
have continued to flout the 
electoral laws with impunity 
all in a bid to acquire power 
even if  illegally and illegit-
imately in the state come 
2023.

“Buying Permanent Voter 
Cards from uninformed vot-
ers, especially in the strong-
holds of  the opposition 
candidates in the State is an 
electoral crime.

“We hereby call on securi-
ty agencies and Independent 

National Electoral Com-
mission (INEC) to investi-
gate this ugly development 
to bring the perpetrators to 
book to serve as a deterrence 
to others.

“We also alert all our nu-
merous members, support-
ers, every Ebonyi voter and 
indeed, members of  the pub-
lic not to release their Voter 
cards to anybody under any 
guise whatsoever.

“People should not allow 
themselves to be deceived 
by those who come with the 
promises of  empowering 
them to collect their voter 
cards or copy their Voter 
Identification Numbers.

“Those politicians and 
their party are enemies of  de-
mocracy and the people. 

“They should remember 
that they are largely respon-
sible for the woes and untold 
hardship which they have suf-
fered in the past few years. 

“They however urged the 
people to resist the temp-
tation of  selling their voter 
cards as doing so amounts to 
denying themselves the op-
portunity to vote during the 
2023 general elections.”

News

Mondays sit-at-home subsides in
Anambra, commercial activities 
booms

I
n Anambra State’s major 
cities, which had earlier 
been desolate because of  

the sit-at-home on Monday, 
commercial activity has start-
ed to take up.

According to the group’s 
publicity secretary, Emma 
Powerful, the Indigenous 
People of  Biafra had long 
since suspended the sit-at-
home order that had been 
originally imposed in sup-
port of  their imprisoned 
leader, Nnamdi Kanu.

Despite the cancellation of  
the order, the populace none-
theless followed it because of  
hoodlum attacks.

Major cities of  Onitsha, 
Nnewi, Ekwulobia, Ogidi, 
and Awka, observed that 
most marketplaces, work-
shops, and motor parks, 
which used to be under lock 
and key, were open for busi-
ness.

Unlike previous Mondays, 
food vendors and hawkers 
of  various fruits and wears, 
such as shoes, clothes, belts, 
eyeglasses, and plastic items, 
among others, took over the 
entire place.

Although banks, schools, 
petrol stations, and some of-
fices were shut, the situation 
was different from every past 
Monday.

While some people attrib-
uted the sudden change of  
activities to the Yuletide sea-
son fast approaching, others 

said it was due to the recent 
announcement of  the cancel-
lation by the Indigenous Peo-
ple of  Biafra.

A resident of  Onitsha and 
a commercial driver, who 
identified himself  as Chuk-
wuma Somtochukwu, told 
our correspondent that the 
increase in activities was en-
couraging, as according to 
him, every place is busy with 
vehicular and non-vehicular 
movement.

He said, “I don’t know 
what is holding the banks 
and schools from opening 
on Monday so that this sit-at-
home will totally be a thing 
of  the past. I’ve been plying 
Onitsha to Awka with full 
passengers since the morn-
ing, and people are on the 
road without harassment.”

Also, a student of  Del-
ta State University, Celina 
Ezeh, said that she boarded 
a vehicle from Asaba, Delta 
State, to Upper Iweka, Onit-
sha, Anambra State at about 
12 pm and, to her surprise, 
everywhere was bubbling 
with activity.

At the Nkpor minimarket, 
near Onitsha, commercial 
buses plying the Upper Iwe-
ka and tricycles blocked the 
entire place as they waited 
for passengers.

The situation was the same 
at the Nkwo Nnewi Triangle 
market; business activities 
were also in full swing.

We’ve helped in curbing sponsored
criminalities in South-East - IPOB
T

he proscribed Indige-
nous People of  Biafra, 
IPOB, has said con-

trary to insinuations that the 
group and Eastern Security 
Network, ESN are behind 
insecurity in South East, they 
have helped to curb alleged 
state sponsored armed militia 
activities in the zone.

IPoB also said its reason for 
forming ESN is to safeguard 
South East territory from the 
terrorists masquerading as 
herdsmen in bushes and for-
ests in South East and not to 
attack and terrorize the peo-
ple.

A statement by IPOB’s Im-
age Maker, Emma Powerful, 
among others, said “IPoB and 
ESN rather, without doubt, 
helped to curb the spread of  
state sponsored armed mili-
tias in the South East, who are 
the cause of  the insecurity in 
the zone. Our aim of  forming 
ESN outfit is to safeguard our 
territory from the marauding 
Fulani terrorists masquerad-
ing as herdsmen in our bushes 
and forests in Biafraland.

 “In their effort to blackmail 
IPoB, Nigeria government 
and their politicians spon-
sored criminal armed groups 
in the South East to create in-
security so as to blame IPOB 
and ESN, including making 
money from Federal govern-
ment.

“It is heart-warming that 
our people now know the 
truth and they commend 
ESN for securing our farm 
lands. Today many of  our 
bushes are safe and secure and 
our farmers are happily going 
to farms without the threat of  
being butchered like wild ani-
mals or our women and ladies 
raped in their farmlands.

“IPOB is applying diplo-
matic and strategic moves in 
handling the barrage of  black-
mail and media propaganda 
against us by the Nigeria gov-
ernment. Nigeria government 
unlawfully proscribed IPoB 
and tagged us terrorists for 
seeking self  determination of  
our territory. It is shameful of  
them that when we sued them 
over the proscription, they 

refused to come to answer 
the case and charges in their 
own court, what a shameless 
people. It gladdens our hearts 
however, that the Internation-
al governmental bodies and 
other countries in the world 
know us as a peaceful and 
nonviolent movement seeking 
for freedom of  our people.

“Nigeria government is still 
working hard to brand IPOB 
as a violent movement before 
the International community. 
Fortunately for us, this is the 
information technology age 
not 1967. The International 
community has its Intelli-
gence sources that give it ac-
curate information devoid of  
Nigeria government’s prop-
aganda. Despite their pro-
scription, arrests, torture, and 
forceful abductions in Biafra 
and Nigeria, IPoB still main-
tain good reputation with the 
International community, un-
like the lawless Nigerian gov-
ernment.”

“What infiltrators, sabo-
teurs, agents of  provocateur 
and others paid to tarnish 
IPOB’s reputation don’t 
understand is that, violent 
movements usually don’t get 
a round table discussion or 
audience with the Interna-
tional community. Have you 
ever seen any terrorist group 
having legal representation 
and engaging with global au-

diences?
“We have global attention 

because we are not violent, 
neither are we terrorists as 
Nigeria government and its 
compromised officials unjust-
ly tagged us, while shielding 
their brothers who have ren-
dered the whole of  Northern 
Nigeria unsafe.

Anybody killing, kidnap-
ping, snatching of  cars and 

collecting of  ransom in the 
name of  doing it for IPoB or 
Nnamdi Kanu, is an enemy 
and has no part with IPoB 
struggle to restore Biafra. We 
all need to join hands with 
IPOB and ESN, to root out 
both sponsored and individ-
ual criminals in our land be-
cause criminal activities are 
an impediment to our free-
dom.

“The good relationship 
IPoB has maintained with 
the International community 
even with all the heavy lobby-
ing against us is a major prob-
lem for Nigeria. 

“That is why till today 
Nigeria government is still 
accusing some countries of  
supporting IPoB to destabi-
lize Nigeria, but their efforts 
are exercise in futility.
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Ihedioha emerges Chairman, Imo PDP
Presidential Campaign Council

From left: PDP candidate, Barr. Ikechukwu and the Labour Party Candidate, Dr. Festus 
Chukwuemeka, during the House of Asssembly debate.

T
he Former governor 
of  Imo state, Emeka 
Ihedioha has emerged 

as the Chairman of  the Pres-
idential Campaign Council 
in Imo State for the Peoples 
Democratic Party, PDP. 

The State Publicity Secre-
tary of  the PDP, Collins Opu-
ruzor, disclosed this to news-
men in Owerri on Monday.

Also, the immediate past 
State Chairman of  the Par-
ty, Chief  Charles Ezekwem, 
emerged as the director of  the 
campaign.

This came after thugs had 
earlier disrupted the inaugu-
ration at the party secretariat 
along Okigwe road in Ower-
ri, last Sunday. 

According to PDP, “The 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) in Imo State has rati-

fied the Party’s Presidential 
Campaign Council and the 
Presidential Campaign Man-
agement Committee for the 
2023 Presidential election in 
the State.

 “The ratification was one 
of  the far-reaching decisions 
reached during the Stakehold-
ers meeting, on Sunday, at the 
Imo State Secretariat of  the 
Party in Owerri.

 “In his opening remarks, 
the State Chairman of  the 
Party, Engr. Charles Ugwuh, 
said, “Today begins the jour-
ney of  the PDP to win the 
2023 elections in Imo State. 
We have received the formal 
approval of  the Presidential 
Campaign Organization in 
Abuja through a letter to pro-
ceed with the inauguration, 
and this meeting is to brief  

2023: PDP has no chance in Imo – APC

T
he Imo State chapter 
of  the All Progres-
sives Congress, APC, 

on Monday, said the Peo-
ples Democratic Party, PDP, 
stands no chance to defeat the 
APC in the State and the en-
tire Nigeria in the 2023 gener-
al elections.

The ruling APC said a po-
litical party that is manifestly 
incapable of  organizing and 
uniting its membership in 
Imo in particular and Nigeria 
in general, “has no chance 
to govern our people here in 
the State and Nigeria at large 
come 2023.”

APC stated this in a state-
ment signed by Cajetan 
Duke, the party’s State Pub-
licity Secretary in Owerri, 
Imo State capital.

The release reads,” What 
is even more disturbing and a 
serious call for concern to all 
well-meaning Imolites is the 
reintroduction of  political in-
tolerance, brigandage and do 
or die politics into our dem-
ocratic process by the opposi-
tion PDP – a situation that is 
capable of  undermining the 
security, peace and stability 
of  our dear state.

“It is, however, regrettable 
to note that Imo PDP and its 
leadership as presently consti-
tuted in their inordinate and 
reprehensible quest for power 
has lost the sense of  value for 
public order, sanity and hu-

man life, hence the elevation 
of  political thuggery to a pop-
ular route for the acquisition 
of  political and public office.

“Imo State chapter of  the 
All Progressives Congress, 
APC, led by Hon MacDon-
ald Kelechi Ebere has ob-
served with dismay efforts of  
the opposition Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP) to insti-
tutionalize political violence, 
thuggery and brigandage in 
the State ahead of  the forth-
coming general election and 
therefore feels constrained to 
alert Imo people and equally 
caution the erring PDP about 
the futility of  the step it is tak-
ing and the obvious damag-
ing consequences.

“Indeed, this warning to 
Imo PDP became necessary 
following the unpleasant and 
undemocratic disruption of  
the party’s scheduled pres-
idential campaign council 
inauguration at its State Sec-
retariat along Okigwe Road, 
Owerri by gunmen allegedly 
hired by prominent but seem-
ingly aggrieved leaders of  the 
party.

“While the identity of  the 
sponsor (s) of  the hoodlums 
is not yet clear, it has been a 
rain of  allegations and coun-
ter allegations by the Ihedi-
oha-led faction of  the party 
on one hand and those loyal 
to the Ikeduru-born National 
Secretary of  the party on the 

other hand.
“It was gathered that lead-

ers of  the PDP in a desper-
ate fight against themselves, 
invaded the venue for the 
inauguration of  the State 
presidential campaign coun-
cil with armed thugs, leaving 
party men and women to 
scamper for their safety with 
various degree of  injuries.

“What has become worri-
some to Imo APC is the ten-
dency with which the oppo-
sition PDP unleashes terror 

you as Stakeholders.”
 “In strict compliance with 

the guidelines set by the Pres-
idential Campaign Organ-
ization, His Excellency Rt. 
Hon. Emeka Ihedioha CON, 
emerged as Chairman of  the 
Presidential Campaign Coun-
cil in the State, while the im-
mediate past State Chairman 
of  the Party, Chief  Charles 
Ezekwem, was chosen as Di-
rector of  the Campaign.

 “The Presidential Cam-
paign Management Commit-
tee has eleven basic Directo-
rates, as well as the various 
organs and structures of  the 
Campaign Council designed 
for the smooth and effective 
running of  the campaigns.”

 “Imo PDP expresses satis-
faction with the composition 
of  the Presidential Campaign 
in the State and describes the 
duo of  Ihedioha and Eze-
kwem as round pegs in round 
holes. Our Party heartily con-
gratulates them and other 
Directors and Members of  
Campaign Directorates on 
their new roles and notes that 
the task of  PDP recording a 
landslide victory in Imo at 
the polls in 2023 is already ac-
complished.

 “This in attendance includ-

ed former Governor Emeka 
Ihedioha, representatives of  
the National Secretary, Sen-

ator Samuel Anyanwu, for-
mer State Chairman, Chief  
Charles Ezekwem, Candi-

dates of  the Party, members 
of  the Party State Executive 
Committee, Party Leaders 
and many others,” he said.

and mayhem on its members.
“One then wonders what 

will be in the offing for the 
none members of  the PDP in 
Imo as we approach the 2023 
general election.

“We hereby call on the In-
dependent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC), Nige-
ria Police Force and all rele-
vant security agencies, as well 
as all concerned stakeholders 
to keep an eye on the activi-
ties of  the opposition PDP in 
the State as we walk towards 
the 2023 elections.”

Onitsha Bridgehead market
reopens for business
By Uzo Ugwunze

A
uthorities of  the 
Bridgehead Markets 
Traders Association, 

BMTA have indicated their 
interest to reopen the mar-
ket for businesses, today, 
Tuesday, having closed the 
market barely a week ago 
when an explosion rocked 
the chemical section of  the 
market, killed some traders 
and injured others.

Chairman of  the Bridge-
head market, Hon. Chinedu 
Ezekwike who disclosed 
this yesterday during a cul-
tural festival celebration of  
his Public Relations Officer, 
PRO, comrade Peter Okala, 
held at Okasi, Iyiowa  Odek-
pe, Ogbaru Local Govern-
ment Area, said the market 
was closed on the advice of  
the State Commissioner for 
Health, Hon. Afam Obidike, 
after his visit to ascertain the 
extent of  destruction by the 
chemical explosion.

Ezekwike who observed a 
two minute silence in honour 
of  those killed by the chem-
ical explosion, said he bare-
ly managed to attend Peter 
Okala’s cultural festival at a 
period he is still mourning 
the deceased traders mowed 
down by the explosion

Contributing, the celebrant 
and PRO of  the market, Oka-
la, while  thanking the chair-
man, member representing 
Ogbaru Federal constituency 
in the Green chamber, Hon. 
Chuchu Onyema, Anambra 
Drivers Welfare Association 
chairman, comrade Adin-
du Okpala, chairman of  the 
landlords’ Association of  
Okasi, Fredrick Muogozie 
and chairman on the oc-
casion, Chief  Bonaventure 

Ucheagwu, for being in at-
tendance despite their tight 
schedules, urged those affect-
ed by the explosion to take 
heart.

However, the drug market 
popularly known as Ogbog-
wu which is one of  the  27 
unions under the Bridgehead 
market, may not open their 
shops for businesses until the 
ongoing evacuation exercise 
of  all the debris created by 
the explosion are completed.

Anambra state government 
had at the weekend, sent 
two bulldozers and heavy 
duty trucks to evacuate the 
debris at the scene of  the in-
cident which immediately 
commenced the evacuation 
of  debris in about three lines 
harbouring about 400 shops 
razed down by the inferno.

As a result, the entire drug 
market and some parts of  
Tools and Allied section of  
the Bridgehead market af-
fected by the explosion were 
closed for business.

Chairman of  the drug mar-
ket, Hon. Ndubuisi Chukwu-
leta who disclosed this yes-
terday at the evacuation site, 
said the market can only be 
opened as soon as the evacua-
tion exercise is completed, be 
it on Tuesday, Wednesday or 
any time within the week.

Flanked by some executive 
members of  the drug market, 
including the Secretary-Gen-
eral, Sir Chigozie Obiayo; As-
sistant Secretary, Bro. Benja-
min Akudo; Provost, Sir Bob 
Onyeka; Treasurer, Ken Oli-
saeke and Chibuzor Anozie, 
PRO, Chukwuleta disclosed 
that three lines of  the drug 
market and some lines at lines 
in the nearby Tools and Allied 
marked were razed down as a 
result of  the explosion..

Peter Obi is better candidate
- Soludo’s son replies father

T
he son of  Anambra 
State governor Ozun-
na has said that the 

Presidential candidate for 
Labour pain the forthcoming 
2023 Presidential election Mr 
Peter Obi is the best candi-
date among other candidates 
contesting for the presidency. 

This is coming after the fa-
ther, the governor of  Anam-
bra State Professor Charles 
Chukwuma Soludo in a 
press statement said that Pe-
ter Obi who was also the for-
mer governor of  Anambra 
State is going nowhere in 
the 2023 election and cannot 
never win it. 

Soludo had earlier in an 
interview on Channels tele-
vision, rubbished the invest-

ments Peter Obi made when 
he was Governor of  the An-
ambra state, claiming that all 
the investments are worth to 
nothing.

Reacting to a Facebook 
post in which his father’s post 
and members of  the Solu-
do family were referenced, 
Ozonna said that he doesn’t 
want to be dragged into the 
issues between Peter Obi 
adding he is not an extension 
of  anybody.

He also maintained that 
Peter Obi is the best presiden-
tial candidate even though 
his father’s public face-off  
with the Labour Presidential 
candidate has nothing to do 
with him (Ozonna).
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Special Report

s the demands for the 

Aissuance of  Prepaid 
system of  electricity 

bill payments have continued 
to rise among electricity users 
in the urban areas especially 
landlords of  new buildings, 
the same cannot be said to be 
happening in rural areas.

A special finding by News 
Echo carried out in some 
villages of  local government 
areas of  Abia State can 
c o n f i r m  t h a t  t h e 
managements  of  Enugu 
Electr ic i ty  Dis t r ibut ion 
Company (EEDC) and their 
counterparts, Geometric 
Powers of  Aba are yet to 
convince rural dwellers in 
villages on why they should 
migrate to prepaid meters, 
away from their ancient form 
of  old metering or communal 
( b u l k )  p a y m e n t 
arrangements.

Whereas many landlords 
of  new  new housing estates 
in Agbama, Ohobo Afara, 
U m u o b i a  i n  U m u a h i a 
preferred the installation of  
Prepaid meters according to a 
survey by News Echo, many  
landlords and tenants in 
villages like Item, Ihechiowa, 
Bende, Nkpa, Nchara Oloko, 
O b o n i  U p a h ,  A c h a  , 
Umuosu, Nvosi, Mbubo, 
Nsirimo , Umuhu Ezechi , 
Ututu, Mbala, Ndoki etc who 
were interviewed by this 
paper made it clear that the 
introduction of  Prepaid 
meters is not yet popular 
among them and has not been 
accepted as convenient or 
transparent .

On their reasons for 
sticking to the old order, some 
of  the villagers said they have 
a communal system where 
they  con t r i bu te  money 
equally per household to pay 
their monthly bills in bulk. 
This system, according to 
them, ensures that "no family 
is cheated or made to pay 
above the other family."

The rural dwellers also 
told News Echo that unlike in 
urban areas, they in the 
villages are starved of  quality 
or regular supply which 
according to them, most 
times, results to power supply 

range of  7 to 10 days or 10 to 
15 days in a month.

They also lamented that 
they are sometimes kept in 
darkness for many months yet 
bills are still brought to them 
at the end of  such months.

In their calculations, it 
would amount to cheating, to 
bill them like consumers in 
the city whose supply far 
outweighs the ones enjoyed 
by them in the villages. 
S e c o n d ly,  s o m e  o f  t h e  
vi l lagers  who said they 
installed Prepaid meters 
claimed that the equipment  
have not in any way curtailed 
"crazy bills" as according to 
them, the units of  light they 
buy finishes sooner than they 
expect.

This according to the 
rural light users is made worse 
if  they switched on their deep 
freezers, refrigerators, electric 
cooker s,  wa te r  bo i l e r s, 
pressing iron and other power 
gulping equipment.

“If  the light in my house 
is just for me to use the electric 
bulb and watch TV, what is 
the need for me to have light I 
have not really enjoyed this 
prepaid meter. If  I put on my 
fridge that my daughter 
bought for me, the prepaid 
meter light finishes after few 
days", said Mr Ben Osoka, 
from one of  the villages of  
Bende LGA.

Also, a President-General 
in Isukwuato LGA who did 
not want to be named, said his 
people have an age-long 
system of  paying bills which 
is collecting money from all 

vil lagers and coming to 
EEDC office to pay their 
monthly bills.

The P-G, who made it 
clear that the power supply in 
his village was the outcome of  
communal efforts, said that 
"we bought this transformer 
you are seeing. We paid for its 
installation. We have our 
simple, convenient and direct 
style of  paying bills in this 
v i l l a g e  a n d  w e  d o n ' t 
encourage any user to evade 
his or her responsibility of  
paying monthly bills."

He however, said his 
community was not against 
anyone who wishes to install 
prepaid meter in his or her 
house as it is a matter of  
choice.

“If  you want prepaid 
meter, why not! You are free 
but what I tell you is that we 
pay in bulk and it has been 
better for us."

He pointed out that doing 
so is even to the advantage of  
EEDC as according to the 
community leader, “We know 
those who default in payment 
and know how to recover the 
bill from them. This system 
also minimises the incident of  
f ighting between EEDC 
officials and villagers."

He however revealed that 
it is sometimes hard collecting 
b i l l s  f r o m  r e c a l c i t r a n t 
villagers.

“Some of  them will come 
with the logic that there was 
no light in the entire month in 
question and therefore, they 
insist they won't pay."

At Ar u Okporoenyi, 

B e n d e  L G A ,  a  c o c o a 
producing community, the 
community does not only 
suffer from the worst road in 
Abia but also poor electric 
supply as only a few of   the 
villagers could afford to light 
they homes with 'I better pass 
my neighbor' generator set.

To Aru Okpoenyi people, 
Prepaid meter is nowhere 
near their considerations.

“Why estimated bill is 
still popular among many 
villagers",  - HRH, Eze Cyril 
Ogbenna of  Olokoro

Explaining the reason for 
the slow migration to Prepaid 
Meter system among people 
in his community and other 
rural areas, the traditional 
ruler of  Uzi autonomous 
community of  Olokoro in 
Umuahia South LGA, HRH, 
Eze Cyril Ogbenna opined 
that many villagers were yet 
to understand the economic 
difference between the old 
system and the new one.

The royal father who 
noted that Prepaid Meter 
would have been better for his 
subjects, however advised the 
E E D C  t o  c a r r y  o u t  a 
sustained customer education 
c a m p a i g n s  i n  r u r a l 
communities, because the 
e l e c t r i c i t y  d i s t r i b u t i o n 
company s t i l l  mainta in 
negative reputation in the 
m i n d s  o f  r u r a l  p o w e r 
consumers .

The royal father who told 
News Echo that he still uses 
estimated meter and regularly  
pays his monthly bill of  
N5,000 or above, explained  
that he also installed Solar 
electricity to complement 
poor services of  EEDC.

He observed that some of  
his subjects and other tenants 
are presently using Prepaid.

 EEDC quashes fears 
about Prepaid Meter

Contrary to the claims by 
the rural power consumers 
concerning the material, 
senior official of  Enugu 
Electr ic i ty  Dis t r ibut ion 
Company in Umuahia, Abia 
State capital averred that the 

procurement and use Prepaid 
meter cards are the best for a 
p o w e r  c o n s u m e r  a s  i t 
eliminates every form of  
doubt in the minds of  the 
customer.

According to the EEDC 
official, it enables the user to 
be in control of  the units of  
light he or she consumes and 
equally makes it convenient 
for the customer to remove 
the card when the there is no 
need for it and in effect, save 
the customer from energy 
wastages.

He revealed that the 
purchase and installation of  
Prepaid Meter in an old or 
renovated building may not 
guarantee impeccable billing 
system as according to the 
EEDC top brass, unpaid bills 
accumulated by the previous 
occupants of  the house will 
still be surcharged from each 
recharge made with Prepared 
Card.

This, according to the 
EEDC man means that 25 or 
30 % of  the old accumulated 
bills are taken  from the fresh 
loaded Cards if  the building 
was previously indebted to the 
power distributors.

This arrangement, he 
said, continues till the old bills 
are cleared. “That you are 
owing N150,000 and you 
suddenly install Prepaid in 
the same building you expect 
that you will escape the old 
bills you accumulated ? It is 
not possible!" 

"If  you install a Prepaid 
Meter in a new house where 
there were no  previously 
accumulated bills and keep to 
the expected rules, you will 
understand that Prepaid is the 
bes t  and  mos t  g loba l ly 
accepted standard", said the 
EEDC top official .

The same scenario is 
happening in Aba where 
Geometrics Power LTD is 
b a t t l i n g  w i t h  s o m e 
c o m mu n i t i e s  u n d e r  i t s 
s e r v i c e ,  a s  t h e r e  a r e 
allegations that the power 
distribution company is using 
the military personnel to 
forcibly collect monthly bill 
from the Aba electricity users.

Wednesday 16 - Thursday 17 November, 2022 

From Dan Maduagwu, 

Umuahia

Villagers still prefer communal payment,
estimated billing, shun Prepaid Meter 
….Claims joint payment, estimated billing more convenient, affordable.
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Soludo afraid of LP, Obi’s popularity, says
Liberation Coordinator 

Ochanja Central market, Onitsha Caretaker Chairman, Chief Bonaventure Muo(Center) with his 
PA, Mr Chukwudi Okafor and the Market secretary, Mr Maduka Obinna

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia 

T
he Umuahia zonal 
Coordinator of  Obi 
Liberation Movement, 

Comrade Moses Chidi On-
uoha has berated the recent 
statements credited to Gov-
ernor Chukwuma Soludo 
of  Anambra State where he 
dismissed the chances of  Mr 
Obi becoming the next Nige-
ria President.

This is even as he has con-
demned the alleged denial 
of  campaign ground to Peter 
Obi , Alex Otti and some oth-
er Labour Party candidates, 

by some State governments. 
He stated these in Umuahia 
while speaking to Journalists 
on 2023 general elections.

Onuoha who condemned 
the choice of  language ap-
plied by Prof  Soludo on Mr 
Peter Obi’s candidacy, re-
minded the Governor that 
it is the choice of  Nigerians 
to determine who their next 
President  should be ,and not 
by personal opinion of  a sin-
gle individual.

He wondered why a Gov-
ernor from Anambra State 
would be fighting a former 
leader of  his State who is also 
a global figure.

Nigeria becomes 6th most populous 
country as world’s population hits 8b

N
igeria is now the sixth 
most populous coun-
try in the world after 

being projected to be home to 
216 million people.

This is according to the 
United Nations Department 
of  Economic and Social Af-
fairs in its latest World Pop-
ulation Prospects 2022, re-
leased on Tuesday, November 
15, 2022, to mark World Pop-
ulation Day.

According to the UN, 
the world’s population has 
reached an estimated 8 bil-
lion.

The report had it that more 
than half  of  the projected pop-
ulation is concentrated in just 
eight countries: the Demo-
cratic Republic of  the Congo, 
Egypt, Ethiopia, India, Nige-
ria, Pakistan, the Philippines, 
and the United Republic of  
Tanzania.

It added that India would 
surpass China as the world’s 
most populous country in 
2023. The global popula-
tion is growing at its slowest 
rate since 1950, having fall-
en under 1 per cent in 2020. 
The latest projections by the 
United Nations suggest that 
the world’s population could 
grow to around 8.5 billion in 
2030 and 9.7 billion in 2050. 
It is projected to reach a peak 
of  around 10.4 billion people 
during the 2080s and to re-
main at that level until 2100.

The report also states that 
fertility has fallen markedly 
in recent decades for many 
countries.

“Today, two-thirds of  the 
global population lives in a 
country or area where lifetime 
fertility is below 2.1 births per 
woman, roughly the level re-
quired for zero growth in the 
long run for a population with 
low mortality. The popula-
tions of  61 countries or areas 
are projected to decrease by 1 

According to him,” It is 
unfortunate that Governor 
Soludo would be issuing 
these statements against Mr 
Peter Obi. Soludo and his 
cohorts are just afraid of  the 
popularity and acceptability 
which the Labour Party and 
Obi are enjoying nationwide.  
He is afraid of  the Obi revo-
lution. “

On the recent debacle be-
tween Abia State govern-
ment and Labour Party over 
the use of  school ground 
for campaign, Onuoha con-
demned the development, 
saying it contravened the 
virtues of  free speech and 

association, and warned that 
Nigerians are out to sack bad 
leaders from power.

Onuoha who is also a 
Coach with De-California 
Football Club, Umuahia , 
reaffirmed the determina-
tion of  the Obi Liberation 
Movement to deliver Peter 
Obi, Dr Alex Otti, Anthony 
Chinasa Abiola and other 
Labour Party candidates in 

2023 polls, warning Nigeri-
ans against selling their votes.

Speaking in the same vein, 
the President of  De-Califor-
nia FC, Christopher Tochuk-
wu Okereke explained that 
the youth population consti-
tutes a large chunk of  voters 
in Abia State and Nigeria in 
general , noting noting that 
through his organisation , 

future talents were being 
discovered in  Ward 2 and 
Ward 3 of  Umuahia.The 
Club President commend-
ed the Labour Party House 
of  Assembly candidate for 
Umuahia Central , Anthony 
Chinasa Abiola for his phil-
anthropic activities in the 
State and for identifying with 
the club.

percent or more between 2022 
and 2050, owing to sustained 
low levels of  fertility and, in 
some cases, elevated rates of  
emigration,” the report reads.

“More than half  of  the pro-
jected increase in the global 
population up to 2050 will be 
concentrated in eight coun-
tries: the Democratic Repub-
lic of  Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, 
India, Nigeria, Pakistan, the 
Philippines and the United 
Republic of  Tanzania.

News

Imo lawmaker petitions State Assembly 
over Wike’s $50,000 for House Minority 

T
he minority caucus of  
the Imo State House 
of  Assembly is re-

portedly in a free for all as 
$50,000 meant to be shared 
by all the minority mem-
bers of  the main opposition 
People’s Democratic Party, 
PDP, members at the state 
assembly was reportedly 
cornered by minority law-
makers now loyal to Sam 
Daddy against Ihedioha.

The money is said to have 
passed through Hon. Jones 
Onyereri (Sam Daddy’s loy-
alist) from Rivers State Gov-
ernor to the minority caucus 
without the knowledge of  
Chief  Emeka Ihedioha.

When Ihedioha learned 
about the funds, he had to 
prevail upon Hon. Philip 
Ejiogu to petition the house 

because they opposition law-
makers collected such huge 
sum of  money from his ri-
valry without his knowledge. 

This was revealed in a 
document petitioned to 
the Speaker and the entire 
House of  Assembly Mem-
bers on the misappropriation 
of  minority caucus funds by 
the minority leader, Hon. 
Anyadike Nwosu and some 
minority members.

“Mr. Speaker, my rights 
have been infringed upon 
due to the misdemeanor... 

“These lawmakers mis-
appropriated certain funds 
amounting to fifty thou-
sand united states dollars 
($50,000) meant for minori-
ty members of  the house, of  
PDP extraction.”

… Soludo looking for limelight – Obi-Datti Campaign

Peter Obi replies Soludo: I did my little as a trader
for Anambra, he should do his as a Professor  

P
eter Obi, the presiden-
tial candidate of  the 
Labour Party (LP), 

says he has no time to reply 
or pay attention to his suc-
cessor, Governor Charles 
Soludo of  Anambra state.

Soludo who in a 60 page 
thread on twitter, had said 
Peter Obi knows he had no 
chance of  winning the 2023 
Presidential election but en-
gaging in a “fleeting flenzy’. 
He went ahead in the three 
pages write up to buttress 
his earlier disposition that 
investments done by Peter 
Obi in the state is as good as 
dead.

The governor went ahead 
in the write up to say the 
government of  Peter Obi 
impoverished the resi-
dents of  the state and left 
some schools under devel-
oped. Reacting through 
the spokesperson of  the 
Obi-Datti Presidential Cam-
paign Organisation, Ndi 
Kato, on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 15, Obi said he is pre-
occupied with convincing 
voters that a new Nigeria is 
possible through rigorous 
campaigns.

The LP flag bearer lam-
basted Soludo, saying the 
Anambra state governor is 
desperate for the limelight, 
a desire he is unwilling to 
meet.

He reiterated that he is 
focused on galvanizing sup-
port for the task of  redeem-
ing Nigeria from the preci-
pice, rather than responding 
to the fallacies contained in 
Soludo’s article.

“It seems obvious that 
Professor Soludo is itching 
for limelight, in this election 
season, perhaps fired up by 
possible understanding or 
alliance with our struggling 
political opponents.

“While we note the glar-

ing fallacies, misrepresenta-
tions, personal insinuations 
and signs of  personal ven-
detta in that long writeup, 
neither His Excellency Peter 
Obi, The Obi-Datti Presi-
dential Campaign Organi-
sation, nor the Labour Par-
ty, for that matter, has any 
interest in an extended en-
gagement with Prof  Soludo 
this critical time when there 
is a bigger fish to fry,” the 
statement read in part.

Peter Obi on Tuesday, 
said he did his little as gov-
ernor of  Anambra State and 
urged the incumbent gover-
nor, Chukwuma Soludo to 
do his best in the state as an 
economics professor.

Obi stated this at the 2022 
Lagos Business School 
(LBS) Alumni Conference 
in Lagos.

The Anambra governor 
between 2006 and 2014 was 
reacting to Soludo’s com-
ments that the investment he 
(Obi) left in government is 
worth close to nothing. Dur-
ing his speech at the event 
organised by the Alumni 
Lagos Business School, Pe-
ter Obi called Soludo his 
brother and he now has the 
opportunity to correct the 
mistakes he made and to 
even develop more on it. 
The Presidential candidate 
of  the labour party (LP) has 
replied the Executive Gover-
nor of  Anambra State, Prof  
Chukwuma Soludo over his 
unwarranted attack on him. 
Obi described Soludo as his 
brother.

“He (Soludo) remains my 
brother, we are very close. 
I remain prayerful for him. 
For other things which I 
didn’t succeed, God has giv-
en him opportunity to do it 
and succeed.

“So, if  there is anything 
pending, governance doesn’t 

finish, people are still in gov-
ernment in America, so you 
stop where you will stop, 
other people will continue 
from there,” Obi said.

“He is the governor of  the 
state; he is my senior broth-
er, he is even more intelli-
gent than me because he is 
a professor, I am a trader, so 
he knows more and will be 
able to do things better than 
I am doing it.

“I have done my little 
own as a trader, now the 
professor is there he will do 
his own as a professor, the 
schools I didn’t roof  he will 
roof  them, that’s how gov-
ernment goes.”

The former governor said 
he left the office with the sav-
ings of  N75Bn, adding that 
his administration saved 50 
million dollars each in Ac-
cess, Diamond and Fidelity 
banks with an interest rate 
of  6.5%.

He further clarifies, “The 
one they said is worthless, 
we invested 3.5 billion naira 
in International Breweries…
that facility is there employ-
ing directly and indirectly 
over 10,000 Anambarians. 
The shares were at a time 
being sold at N50, today the 
shares is about N5 or so.

“When you spread your 
investment some will go 
up some will come down 
but overall the company 
is still there, the company 
is still doing well, it is still 
part of  the global chain 
and everything. I needed to 
explain it not because I am 
defending comments by my 
brother,” the LP candidate 
said.

He said he left the office 
without owing any contrac-
tor, supplier who had exe-
cuted their job, citing the ex-
amples of  Innoson Motors 
and Zinos Computers.
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OCDA THIS WEEK

cstacy pervaded the Ea t m o s p h e r e  l a s t 
Tuesday as the Special 

Adviser to the Governor and 
General Manager of  Owerri 
C a p i t a l  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Authority (OCDA) Engr. 
Francis Chukwu joined High 
C h i e f  T o n y  C h u k w u  
(Onweghihekaririchineke), 
the State Chairman of  the 
Governing All Progressives 
Congress Dr. MacDonald 
Ebere, the Speaker of  Imo 
State House of  Assembly Rt. 
Hon. Barr. Emeka Nduka, as 
well as other top Government 
officials and Leaders of  the 
party for a Town Hall meeting 
at the Ehime Mbano LGA 
C o u n c i l  H e a d q u a r t e r s, 
Umuezeala.

During the course of  the 
visit to the Council area, the 
APC Campaign Train had a 
brief  stopover at the Palatial 
countr y  home of  mul t i 
billionaire illustrious son of  
Ehime Mbano High Chief  
Tony Chukwu for an interface 

before eventually landing at 
the Ehime Mbano LGA 
Headquarters for an extensive 
interactive session with the 
party leaders and teaming 
supporters in Ehime Mbano 
who beseiged the Council 
Headquarters at Umuezeala 
in  order  to  rece ive  the 
Campaign Train.

The OCDA General 
Manager  Eng r.  Franc i s 
Chukwu also witnessed the 
highpoint of  the Town Hall 
meet ing  which was  the 
presentation of  the APC flags 
to the Candidates of  the party 
for the elective positions in the 
a r e a  v i z :  H o n .  Pa t r i c k 
N d u b u e z e - t h e  A P C 
Senatorial Candidate for Imo 
North (Okigwe Zone), Hon. 
Deacon Chike Okafor-the 
party's candidate for Okigwe 
S o u t h  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives Seat and 
Chief  Benard Ozoemelam-
the APC House of  Assembly 
Candidate for Ehime Mbano 
State Constituency.

Wednesday 16 - Thursday 17 November, 2022 

OCDA GM, Engr. Francis Chukwu joins party
leaders and top government functionaries for
Ehime Mbano APC Town Hall meeting. 

Stories by Comrade Eberechukwu Okechukwu

OCDA GM, Engr. Francis Chukwu joins party leaders and top government functionaries for Ehime Mbano APC Town Hall meeting.



Ndubuis i  to  come on 
Tuesday, but he did not 
show up until Friday. 

“The owner of  the 
kerosene told the police to 
lock up Ndubuisi because 
he was the one that diverted 
the product. The DPO said 
he was going to lock him up 
that Friday because he also 
had not shown up since 
Monday. 

removing all impediments 
and s tumbl ing b locks 
preventing our client from 
gaining physical possession 
and we equally implore 
your Excellency to put her 
in immediate physical 
possession.

“We fervently believe 

tha t  Your  Exce l lency 

h e  D e l t a  S t a t e TC o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  
Police, Mohammed 

Ali, on Monday, confirmed the 
arrest of  nine suspected bank 
account hackers in the state. 

Ali, while addressing 
j o u r n a l i s t s  o n  t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  s a i d  t h e 
syndicate specialised in using 
tricycles to rob passengers of  
their valuables in the state. 

He said, “In a bid to get 
rid of  the syndicate who uses 
tricycles to rob passengers of  
their valuables, phones, hack 
in to  the i r  accounts  and 
withdraw their money. 

“ I  d i r e c t e d  t h e 
command's D-Coy squad to 
investigate and ensure that 
members of  the syndicate are 
arrested and brought to book.

 “In compliance with my 
directive, the team embarked 
o n  a n  i n t e l l i g e n c e - l e d 
investigation, stormed their 

“But Ndubuisi called 
SARS operatives. They 
came that Friday evening 
and took us to their base in 
Ikeja, where I and Peter 
were remanded for two 
weeks,” Bassey added. 

He said he was not part 
of  the contract, adding that 
Ndubuisi  falsi f ied the 
l o a d i n g  a n d  d e l ive r y 
documents. 

wo u l d  w i t h o u t  d e l ay 

graciously accede to our 

humble request  while 

t h a n k i n g  y o u  i n 

anticipation of  the very 

much expected and desired 

cooperation that would put 

a smile on the face of  our 

client.”

hideout behind Point Hotel in 
Iyiagu Estate, in Anambra 
S ta t e,  and  a r r e s t ed  one 
Ikechukwu Ayigbe, 26, who is 
the gang 's  bank account 
hacker. 

“Others arrested were 
Tobi James, 30, who buys the 
stolen phones and waybills 
them to Lagos, and seven other 
suspects, with over 60 SIM 
cards recovered.” 

A l i ,  w h o  s a i d  t h e 
investigation was ongoing to 
bring the perpetrators to book, 
commanded residents in the 
state for their support to the 
police.

He urged the public to 
provide useful and timely 
information that would aid the 
command in crime fighting, 

a d d i n g  t h a t  t h e i r 
identities would be treated 
w i t h  t h e  u t m o s t 
confidentiality.

The defendant, who 
was led in evidence by the 
defence counsel, U.E. Udo, 
told the court that he was 
not a party to the matter. 

He said one Ndubuisi 
c o n t a c t e d  h i m  f o r  a 
delivery truck that could 
transport 33,000 litres of  
kerosene, but he could not 
provide it.

He said, “He sent one 
Morris to meet me. That 
day, I was sitting with Mr 
Peter (co-defendant). I told 
Morris that I didn't have 

The suspect was said to 
h ave  s e ve r e ly  p u n c h e d 
Adebayo during the fight and 
the 35-year-old collapsed and 
was r ushed to a  nearby 
hospital for treatment.

Adebayo, while receiving 
t r e a t m e n t ,  o n  S u n d ay, 
succumbed to the injuries he 
sustained during the attack.

The source said, “The 
deceased fell down after he 
was punched during the fight 
and he was quickly rushed to 

brother, whose name could 
not be obtained up to press 
time, first raised the alarm of  
losing his money and blaming 
it on Adamu.

A d a m u ,  w h o  i s  o f  
Kwanan Waya in Yola South 
Local Government Area and 
was a bricklayer working in 
Girei, in Girei LGA, was 
accused of  stealing the money 
in April this year.

It was gathered Tuesday 
that he decided to end it all at 
the weekend after about seven 

kidnapped 10 persons.
The police spokesman 

revealed that the suspect and 
h i s  o t h e r  s e v e n  g a n g 
members collected a ransom 
of  N2.6 million before setting 
the captives free.

The gang members, 
including Mamman Mallam, 
S i d i ,  B u b a ,  S h e h u , 
Abubakar, Kura-Kura and 
Chede, all males of  no fixed 
address, operated with three 
AK-47 rif les during the 
attacks on the communities.

According to him, “he 
further confessed that in 
August, 2022, he contacted 
one Shehu of  Saminaka 
village via Lapai to purchase 
five soft drinks, five packets 
of  cigarette and two loaves of  
bread for him to take same to 
his gang members in their 

that he received the same 
complaint the following 
Monday. 

The witness said the 
union officers and the 
police were informed when 
the truck and the 33,000 
l i tres  of  kerosene got 
missing. 

Bassey said the police 
remanded him and Peter on 
M o n d a y  a n d  a s k e d 

 real estate investor 

Ab a s e d  i n  t h e 
U n i t e d  S t a t e s, 

To y i n  M o m o d u ,  h a s 
appealed to the Lagos State 
G o v e r n o r ,  B a b a j i d e 
S a n wo - O l u ,  ove r  t h e 
release of  her property at 
SunnyFie ld ,  Oko-Afo 
community, in the Badagry 
area of  the state.

Repor t  have i t  that 
Momodu purchased 2200 
square meters of  land in 
2 0 1 2  f r o m  t h e  s t a t e 
government and got a 
Certificate of  Occupancy 
from the Governor's Office 
L a n d  B u r e a u  f o r  t h e 
property.

She explained that after 
p u r c h a s i n g  t h e  l a n d , 
hoodlums encroached on 
it, adding that efforts to 
seek the state government's 
support in reclaiming her 
p r o p e r t y  h a d  p r ove d 
abortive.

S p e a k i n g  w i t h  o u r 
correspondent on Sunday, 
Momodu said her lawyer, 
M.A Sodipo, petitioned the 
G o v e r n o r ,  B a b a j i d e 
Sanwo-Olu, regarding the 
development but got no 
response.

The petition read in 
part, “We hereby appeal to 
Your Excellency to use 
y o u r  g o o d  o f f i c e  i n 

 defendant, Isaac 

ABassey, has told 
Magistrate S.K. 

Matepo of  the Samuel Ilori 
Courthouse in Ogbà, Lagos 
State, that he is not part of  
the contract that led to the 
disappearance of  33,000 
litres of  kerosene in the 
state. 

Bassey, alongside one 
Peter,  are on trial  for 
allegedly stealing 33,000 
litres of  kerosene worth 
N6m and disposing of  the 
delivery truck. 

he Ondo State Police TCommand on Monday 
said it had arrested a 

tr icycle operator,  Festus 
Akintelure, for allegedly 
beating his colleague, Titus 
Adebayo, to death over a 
misunderstanding in Oke-Aro 
community, Akure, the Ondo 
State capital.

According to a source, 
the duo engaged in a hot 
argument on Saturday and it 
led to a fight.

 man identified as 

AI l i y a  A d a m u  i n 
Adamawa State, has 

allegedly hanged himself  after 
battling with alleged persistent 
a c c u s a t i o n  o f  t h e f t  o f  
N40,000.

The 34-year-old Adamu 
committed suicide after his 
own brother kept accusing 
him of  stealing the N40,000.

News men learnt on 
Tuesday that the path to 
Adamu's end began about 
eight months ago when the 

he Niger State Police TC o m m a n d  h a s 
arrested one Shehu 

Baidu, suspected of  being a 
member of  a kidnapping 
syndicate terrorizing Gurara, 
Lapai Local government 
areas and its environs.

The state command, 
through the Police Public 
Relat ions Off icer,  DSP 
Wa s i u  A b i o d u n ,  i n  a 
statement, said the suspect 
w a s  p i c k e d  f o l l o w i n g 
intelligence.

Shehu Baidu, an 18-
year-old from Kango, Lapai 
LG, the police disclosed, 
confessed that between May 
2021 and August 2022, he 
conspired with his gang 
m e m b e r s  a n d  i nva d e d 
G u r a r a  D a m  S i t e  a n d 
Maijaki village, where they 

what Ndubuisi asked for. 
Mr Peter said he had a truck 
of  33,000 litres.” 

B a s s e y  s a i d  h i s 
involvement ended when 
Mr Peter called the owner 
of  the truck who handed 
the truck to Ndubuisi, 
adding that Ndubuisi and 
his escorts loaded kerosene 
to the container and left. 

H e  s a i d  N d u b u i s i 
called him two days later to 
complain that the driver 
could not be reached.

He, however, noted 

the hospital on Saturday but 
he died on Sunday morning in 
the hospital.”

Contacted,  the state 
Pol ice  Publ ic  Re la t ions 
O f f i c e r ,  F u n m i l a y o 
Odunlami, said the 39-year-
old suspect would be charged 
to court after investigation.

Odunlami said, “The 
victim collapsed during the 
fight on Saturday and was 
confirmed dead early Sunday 
morning at the hospital. We 
have arrested the suspect and 
investigation has commenced 
after which the suspect will be 
charged to court.”

months of  helplessly denying 
the charge of  theft hitting him 
from his brother.

Adamu's body was found 
dangling from a tree branch in 
the bush in Girei, a source 
said, adding that a container 
of  insecticide was found on 
the ground around the scene.

The state Police Public 
R e l a t i o n s  O f f i c e r ,  S P 
Sule iman Nguroje,  who 
confirmed the incident, said 
p o l i c e  o p e r a t i ve s  we r e 
investigating it.

hideout.”
S im i la r ly,  Ab iodun 

further disclosed that the 
c o m m a n d  a r r e s t e d  a 
suspec ted  dr ug  dea le r, 
Chinedu Makata, aged 34 
years of  Enugu State, who 
resides in Bangi, Mariga LG.

He stated, “during the 
raid, 47 wraps of  suspected 
Indian hemp and some other 
suspected hard drugs were 
recovered from the shop.

“ I n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  
effecting the arrest of  the said 
shop owner, he pulled out a 
l o c a l ly  m a d e  g u n  a n d 
threatened to shoot the police 
operatives. However, he was 
later disarmed and arrested 
by the police team.”

Suspec t s  have  been 
a r ra igned  in  cour t  fo r 
prosecution.
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SPORTS
yriel Dessers and 

CF r a n c i s  U z o h o 
linked up with their 

teammates in camp on 
Tuesday morning ahead of  
the friendly between the 
Super Eagles of  Nigeria and 
Portugal.

V i l l a r r e a l  w i n g e r, 
Samuel Chukwueze is now 
the only player yet to report 
to camp.

T h e r e  a r e  n o w  2 2 

eal Madrid star, Eden RHazard, has said that 
he doesn't want to leave 

the club amid his lack of  regular 
playing time under manager 
Carlo Ancelotti.

Hazard also pleaded for 
patience as he looks to return to 
top form and fitness.

f  Argentina reach the IWorld Cup final in Qatar, 
Lionel Messi could set a 

new mark for the most ever 
m a t c h e s  a t  t h e  g l o b a l 
showpiece competition.

Messi currently has 19 
appearances over four World 
C u p s ,  a n d  a l o n g  w i t h 
Portugal's Cristiano Ronaldo 
(17 appearances) will definitely 
equal the record for most trips 
to the finals this year.

Tha t  cu r ren t  r eco rd 
stands at five, held by Germany 
great Lothar Matthäus (1982, 
1986, 1990, 1994, 1998) and 
Mexico's Rafael Márquez 
(2002, 2006, 2010, 2014, 
2018).

Matthäus also holds the 
record for most appearances in 
matches with 25, having 
reached two deciders in 1986 
and 1990, winning the latter.

A more contemporary 
German player is second on 
the list, with striker Miroslav 
Klose having featured in 24 
games. He is also the record 
goalscorer in World Cups with 
16.

L e g e n d a r y  I t a l i a n 
defender Paolo Maldini is No 3 
on the list of  most matches 
played with 23, followed by a 
trio of  stars on 21 games – the 
great Diego Maradona from 

anchester United Ma r e  e x p l o r i n g 
ways of  sacking 

Cristiano Ronaldo over his 
bombshell interview with 
Piers Morgan.

It is understood that 
lawyers  for  United are 

h e l s e a  m a n a ge r, 

CGraham Potter, is 
s a i d  t o  b e 

“ u n e n t h u s e d ”  b y  t h e 
prospect of  signing Cristiano 
Ronaldo from Manchester 
United.

Ronaldo's second spell 
at Old Trafford appears to be 
over, after his explosive 
interview with Piers Morgan, 
i n  w h i c h  h e  s l a m m e d 
manager Erik ten Hag and 
the club's hierarchy.

U n i t e d  a r e  n o w 
considering terminating the 
37-year-old's contract.

The deal still has seven 
months to run and is worth 
over £500,000 a week.

Chelsea's co-owner, 
Todd Boehly, had explored 
the possibility of  signing 
Ronaldo in the summer 
transfer window, but the 
manager at the time, Thomas 
Tuchel, rejected the idea.

It 's understood that 
Tuchel was concerned about 
upsetting the dressing room 

players at head coach, Jose 
Peseiro's disposal.

The team started their 
preparation for the game on 
Monday night in Lisbon..

The three-time African 
champions will have their 
second session tonight.

The game is billed for 
the Jose Alvalade Stadium, 
Lisbon on Thursday.

Kick off  is 7.45 Nigeria 
time.

T h e  B e l g i u m 
international, though, admitted 
he thought things would play 
out differently at the start of  the 
season under Ancelotti.

The winger has struggled 
with constant injury issues 
since he joined Real Madrid 
from Chelsea in 2019.

Argentina, West Germany's 
Gerd Muller and Poland's 
Wladyslaw Zmuda.

Messi is likely to climb to 
at least fourth on that list if  he 
plays in each of  Argentina's 
group games in Qatar, but 
another potential four games 
in the knockout rounds could 
take him to the very top and 26 
matches in all.

It would be another major 
feather in his cap and accolade 
in a glittering career, while if  he 
could lift the trophy itself, will 
perhaps settle the debate over 
whether he is the greatest 
player ever.

It is not just Maradona in 
front of  him in terms of  
Argentine players, former 
midfielder Javier Mascherano 
has 20 games at the finals. 
Messi moving past both of  
those, injuries willing, makes 
him at the very least the leader 
from his own country.

Ronaldo is already the 
Portuguese player with the 
most appearances, while he 
could draw level with Klose on 
24 matches if  the European 
side go all the way in Qatar.

In terms of  goals scored at 
the finals, Messi has six so far, 
with the top Argentine being 
Gabriel Batistuta's 10.

Ronaldo has seven goals 
from previous tournaments 
a n d  w i l l  b e  e ye i n g  t h e 

studying Ronaldo's claims 
that he feels betrayed by the 
club and has no respect for 
manager Erik ten Hag, to see 
if  this constitutes a breach of  
his contract.

United are waiting to 
view the rest of  the interview, 

with Ronaldo's arrival.
A c c o r d i n g  t o 

MailOnline, Boehly could 
reignite his interest next year 
and may hold further talks 
with Jorge Mendes over a 

22 Players In Camp:
Adeleye, Ekong, Ndidi, 

I w o b i ,  O n y e m a e c h i , 
Akpoguma, Etebo, Duru, 
D e n n i s ,  O n u a c h u , 
Lookman, Bassey, Aribo, 
Ebuehi, Onyeka, Moffi, 
Awaziem, Bright, Simon, 
Okoye, Uzoho, Dessers. 
Expected: Chukwueze

“Why do I play so little 
with Ancelotti? Before the 
season, we talked and he told 
me that I was going to have my 
chances,” Hazard said, as 
quoted by Marca.

“Obviously,  this  isn ' t 
h a p p e n i n g  a  l o t ,  b u t  I 
understand that Ancelotti 
cannot always answer the same 
question.

“I don't want to leave Real 
Madrid. Maybe after the World 
Cup, things will be different. I 
want to play, but it is the coach 
who makes his decisions.

“I accept it, but I want to 
show him that I deserve to play 
more. When you don't play, it's 
difficult.”

Portuguese record of  Eusebio, 
who netted nine.

MOST WORLD CUP 
MATCHES

1 .  L o t h a r  M a t t h ä u s 
(Germany) – 25

2 .  M i r o s l a v  K l o s e 
(Germany) – 24

3. Paolo Maldini (Italy) – 
23

4= Diego Maradona 
(Argentina) – 21

4= Uwe Seeler (West 
Germany) – 21

4= Wladyslaw Zmuda 
(Poland) – 21

7= Cafu (Brazil) – 20
7 =  P h i l i p p  L a h m 

(Germany) – 20
7 =  G r z e g o r z  L a t o 

(Poland) – 20
7= Javier Mascherano 

(Argentina) – 20
7 =  B a s t i a n 

Schweinsteiger (Germany) – 
20

MOST WORLD CUP 
GOALS

1 .  M i r o s l a v  K l o s e 
(Germany) – 16

2. Ronaldo (Brazil) – 15
3. Gerd Müller (West 

Germany) – 14
4. Just Fontaine (France) 

– 13
5. Pelé (Brazil) – 12
6 =  S á n d o r  K o c s i s 

(Hungary) – 11
6= Jürgen Klinsmann 

(West Germany) – 11

which airs on Wednesday 
and Thursday, and issued a 
statement on Monday saying 
that the club 'will consider its 
response after the full facts 
have been established'.

Another option being 
considered is for United and 
Ronaldo to agree to rip up the 
player's £500,000-a-week 
deal so that he can leave as a 
free agent. However, Old 
Trafford chiefs are reluctant 
to give the 37-year-old star a 
pay-off  or subsidise his 
wages at another club for the 
rest of  the season, because it 
would be seen as rewarding 
disloyalty.

Sources said on Monday 
night the least likely outcome 
is that Ronaldo returns to 
United after the World Cup 
and plays for Ten Hag again.

His agent Jorge Mendes 
is looking for a new club and 
it has emerged that the pair 
met officials from German 
champions Bayern Munich 
last week.

potential deal.
But Potter is believed to 

be as “equally unenthused” 
as Tuchel at the prospect of  
having the Portugal captain 
in his Chelsea squad.
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The fresh news people

hen it eventually 

Wo c c u r r e d  o n 
February 23, 2019, 

Nigeria's presidential election 
was not without suspense. 
North-East Nigeria, home to a 
c o u n t e r - c i v i l i s a t i o n a l 
insurgency for over a decade, 
was a natural location for 
incidents. In 2019, it did not 
disappoint a country in which 
the things that could happen in 
elections often defied both logic 
and the laws of  physics.

Geidam is a settlement 
about 240 kilometres East of  
Damaturu, the capital of  Yobe 
State in the North-East. In 
2 0 1 9 ,  t h e  t e r m - l i m i t e d 
governor of  the state, Ibrahim 
Geidam, derived his surname 
from the city around which he 
was registered to vote. On the 
day, however, Geidam suffered 
an attack from insurgents, 
which involved improvised 
explosive devices. On the same 
day also, less than 30 kilometres 
from Damaturu, in Gujba 
Local Government Area, the 
insurgents also attacked Buni 
Yadi, the settlement in which 
they destroyed a leading public 
high school five years earlier 
and massacred an unspoken 
number of  school children.

As a result of  the attacks, 
multiple observers on the day 
reported that “voting turnout 
a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  l i g h t  a s 
authori t ies  t r ied to calm 
panicked, skeptical residents.” 
The attack was so serious that 
“Governor Geidam did not 
travel to his Bukarti ward near 
Geidam town 230 kilometres 
away from the state capital to 
cast his vote.”

When the votes were in, the 
national turnout in 2019 was 
34.75%. It would have been 
much worse but for places like 
Geidam, Yobe State, and the 
states of  the North-East, which 
recorded an average regional 
turnout of  just under 42%.

Despite the insurgency and 
the attacks, Geidam helped 
Yobe State to muster a reported 
voter turnout of  42.9% in 2019, 

only marginally lower than the 
43.9% in Adamawa, the home 
state of  Atiku Abubakar, 
presidential candidate of  the 
opposition Peoples Democratic 
Party, and 43.3% in Bauchi 
State. The turnout in Yobe was 
easily higher than in its more 
peaceful regional neighbours: 
Borno, 41.2%; Gombe, 41.9%; 
and Taraba, 41.7%. It also 
compared favorably with 45.6% 
in 2015 and 44% in 2011. 
Essentially, over three cycles of  
elections in one decade of  a 
deepening insurgency, the 
turnout in Yobe State was 
nearly a constant.

By comparison, in the states 
of  South-West of  Nigeria, 
w h i c h  d i d  n o t  h ave  a n y 
exposure to large-scale violence 
like the North-East, the turnout 
in 2019 was Ekiti, 43.7%; 
Lagos, 18.3%; Ogun, 25.9%; 
Ondo 32.4%; Osun, 43.7%; and 
Oyo 31.9%.

T h i s  d a t a  p r e s e n t s  a 
conundrum for those interested 
i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e 
correlation between structural 
insecurity and the exercise of  
the right to vote or voter 
participation. Contrary to the 
intuition that an insurgency or 
an election day atrocity would 
d a m p e n  v o t e r  t u r n o u t , 
academic, Olalekan Adigun, 
who has analysed the historical 
t u r n o u t  d a t a  f r o m  t h e 
I n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i o n a l 
Electoral Commission, since 
1999, concludes that “there is a 
negative correlation between 
election-related pre-election 
violence and the turnouts in 
Nigeria.”

So, rising violence has not 
necessarily affected the number 
of  votes declared by INEC in 
most elections. His study also 
shows that situational violence 
may, however, have been used 
as a mechanism of  voter 
suppression in places or against 
communities that powerful 
incumbents believed to be 
unfriendly. This appeared to 
have occurred in 2019.

Unlike in the past, however, 

INEC has now acknowledged 
that chronic insecurity which 
now afflicts every geo-political 
zone in the country, is a major 
threat to the 2023 elections. The 
ballot will take place in 176,846 
polling units spread across 
8,809 electoral wards, 774 local 
government areas, 36 states, 
a nd  the  Fede ra l  C a p i t a l 
Territory on February 25, 2023.

It seems clear now that there 
are places in Nigeria where, on 
current evidence, the INEC is 
unlikely to be able to safely 
deploy election workers or, 
indeed, to organise voting.

When it suits the leaders and 
managers of  the security sector 
in Nigeria, they are happy to 
d e c l a r e  t h a t  s e c u r i t y  i s 
everyone's responsibility. But 
they are usually reluctant to 
provide cit izens with the 
information they need to make 
this responsibility count.

In connection with the 2023 
elections, neither INEC nor the 
Inter-Agency Consultative 
C o m m i t t e e  o n  E l e c t i o n 
Security has been willing to tell 
the voters who will be the ones 
paying with their lives in those 
places where insecurity may 
affect the elections in 2023. 
These are the kinds of  places 
usually where ghosts could 
show up in vast numbers to vote 
on election day.

It is now left to citizens to 
figure out the lay of  the land 
and to hold the feet of  INEC to 
the fire if  election manipulators 
and their enablers, many of  
whom inhabit the institution, 
are not to use insecurity as a 
cover for election rigging. For 
this purpose, it is essential to 
disaggregate the country into 
the six geo-political zones.

In the North-West, Kano 
and Jigawa are, perhaps, the 
only states that do not have any 
s i g n i f i c a n t  e x p o s u r e  t o 
insecurity serious enough to 
affect ballot deployment in their 
territories. The same cannot be 
said about other states in the 
zone. The worst affected states 
in the North-West are Zamfara, 

Kaduna, and Katsina.
In the North-East, Gombe is 

perhaps the only state immune 
from this pathology. The worst 
affected state is Borno. Parts of  
northern Adamawa and some 
patches in Yobe and Taraba also 
harbour places where it will be 
hard to deploy election workers 
safely.

In the North-Central, the 
worst affected state is Niger 
State. Even Kwara State's 
borders with Niger and Kebbi 
are not guaranteed to be 
unaffected and you could 
potentially have a contagion 
effect from Niger and Kaduna 
affecting a rim of  the Federal 
Capital Territory. Plateau and 
Nasarawa may also present 
some locations where it could 
also be unsafe to deploy 
election workers.

In the South-East, Enugu 
State may be able to see 
elections in every ward in the 
state. With some luck, Ebonyi 
could  a l so,  a l though the 
traditional antipathies between 
the Ezza and Ezillo cannot be 
guaranteed not to flare up 
enough to preclude balloting. 
Parts of  Anambra South, Imo 
West, and Abia Central still 
harbour locations where it may 
be impossible to organise 
elections safely.

In the South-South, Rivers 
State could present some 
locations where there may be 
c h a l l e n g i n g  d e p l oy m e n t 
c o n t e x t  f o r  e l e c t i o n 
administration.

In the week after the Islamic 
State of  West Africa announced 
its presence in Ondo State in the 
South-West, it is possible also 
that some locations in the state 
may suffer present challenges 
with election deployment. If  
this is so, then Kogi State in the 
North-Central which shares a 
border with Ondo may not be 
entirely off  the radar because it 
is also known to be host to an 
active ISWAP cell.

In summary, in somewhere 
between 18 to 20 states of  
Nigeria, there are likely to be 

locations where it will be 
impossible for voting to occur 
safely in 2023. It may be 
difficult at present to list every 
community likely to be affected 
or provide a total number of  
wards to be affected but anyone 
who has minimally tracked the 
metastasis of  the violence in 
Nigeria would be able to predict 
or identify many of  these 
l o c a t i o n s  w i t h  m i n i m a l 
difficulty. On a very rough 
c a l c u l a t i o n ,  a f f e c t e d 
communities in these three 
states could be above 50. From 
Zamfara, Kaduna and Katsina, 
we could be looking at multiples 
of  that number.

The major parties know this. 
INEC does. And the security 
services certainly do. For 
different reasons, they are 
unwilling to confide in the 
citizens. The leading parties are 
hoping that they can profit from 
a harvest of  ghost voters from 
insecure places. INEC's public 
position is that it relies on the 
guidance  of  the  secur i ty 
services, for whom election-
related security operations, 
however, guarantee money 
even if  they cannot deliver 
s a f e t y  f o r  t h e  o r d i n a r y 
Nigerian.

Amidst this pursuit  of  
narrow institutional interests, 
no one is willing to tell the 
Nigerian voter and election 
worker the truth in detail about 
what they need for the 2023 
elections. For their part, civil 
society has focused for so long 
on Permanent Voter Cards, they 
m i s s e d  t h e  p l o t  o n  h ow 
insecurity can frustrate the 
PVCs and determine  the 
elections.

One thing is clear though: 
Nigeria's 2023 elections could 
well be decided in places where 
it may be impossible for any 
human being to vote. To prevent 
this, we must insist that INEC 
discloses all those places fully 
ahead of  balloting so that 
everyone can verify that there 
will be no results from any such 
place.
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