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Two Michael Okpara University of Agriculture 
students found dead inside room

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia 

I
t was a land of  weeping 
at Michael Okpara Uni-
versity of  Agriculture, 

Umudike, Abia State on 
Tuesday as two students of  
the institution were discov-
ered dead inside their rooms.

The two students identified 
by first names, Victor and De-
cency were friends and room-
mates and were in 2-Levels 
before the tragedy happened.

Though , the cause of  their 
deaths have not been con-
firmed by Police, medical and 
university authorities, some 
sources at the school claimed 
that the two friends may have 
died of  food poisoning based 

on the conditions they were 
found after their room was 
broken into.

The source who claimed 
to be a student, said that the 
two friends did not open their 
doors in the morning, which 
made some worried students 
to call their phones and bang 
on their doors to know why 
they had not opened for that 
day’s study.

After failed efforts, their 
doors were forced open 
during which Victor and 
his friend were said to have 
vomited blood and foamed 
whitish substances from the 
mouth while lying lifeless.

One of  the victims, Victor, 
was the incumbent Public 
Relations Officer of  Students 

Union Government (SUG) 
and was said to be seeking 
re-election before his tragic 
death. There were some un-
confirmed claims that the stu-
dents may have died after eat-
ing food bought by an Okada 
rider. 

However, the Public Rela-
tions Officer (PRO) of  MOU-
AU, Mrs Adanma Odefa 
Nwachukwu dismissed the 
claims, saying such claims 
were not yet established.

She however confirmed the 
students’ death, adding that 
their bodies had been taken 
away by the Police to be de-
posited in mortuary even as 
she disclosed that parents 
of  the late students had also 
been informed about the sad 

occurrence. “We don’t know 
anything about eating food 
and the bike man. All we 
know is that we found two 
students dead in their rooms. 
That is what we know.”

The PRO also dismissed 

the reports that a motorcy-
clists bought food which the 
students are before dying, 
saying, “I don’t even have this 
information.”

Abia State Police Com-
mand’s PPRO, Geoffrey Og-
bonna could not pick his calls 
or reply text messages sent to 
his phone on the matter, as at 

time of  this report.  It would 
be recalled that a final-year 
student of  MOUAU, Hya-
cinth Egbulefu plunged to his 
death from a 3-storey building 
in August, 2022.

Egbulefu was a student of  
Electrical Electronics Engi-
neering in the school before 
his death.

2023: I ‘ll defend Igbo interest 
at Senate, if elected - Umeh 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

T
he Labour Party (LP) 
Candidate for Anam-
bra Central Senatorial 

District in the 2023 Election, 
Senator Victor Umeh, has 
promised that he would join 
other vocal lawmakers from 
the Igbo extraction to defend 
the region on issues concern-
ing Ndi-Igbo at the floor of  
the Senate if  elected.

Umeh, a former National 
Chairman of  the All Pro-
gressive Grand Alliance 
(APGA), made the promise 
while inaugurating his 75- 
Campaign Council Members 
at his campaign office Udoka 
Housing Estate Awka, on 
Wenesday.

News Echo gathered that 
the campaign council led by 
Mr. Chukwudi Okeke, as 
the Director General, were 
selected across the seven 
Council Areas; Awka North, 
Awka South, Idemili North, 
Idemili South, Anaocha, 
Njikoka and Dunukofia that 
constitute the Senatorial Dis-
trict.

 Umeh, while addressing 
the Campaign team, assured 
the people of  his district of  
quality representation, add-
ing that the social-political 
development of  Igbo region 
would remain a mirage un-
less committed people like 
him with vast experience 
are given the opportunity to 
change the narrative.

He recalled that he was 
able to execute 55 projects 
across the district within the 
17- months he stays in the 
Senate.

He expressed confidence 
that the election will be a 

landslide victory for him.
According to Umeh, the 

job of  a lawmaker is to fa-
cilitate federal government’s 
projects to he/her senatorial 
district and use law making 
process to bring about quali-
ty governance and not other 
way round.

Speaking also at the inau-
guration, the State Chair-
man of  the party, Comrade 
Ugochukwu Eneh, informed 
members of  the party that the 
selection of  the principal of-
ficers of  the campaign coun-
cil was in line with the order 
of  the LP National Executive 
Council.

G5 PDP Governors are still
open to reconciliation - Wike
From Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt

R
ivers State governor, 
Nyesom Ezenwo Wike 
says the integrity gov-

ernors of  the Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP) are still 
open for reconciliation.

This stance, he maintained, 
is because of  the conviction 
that every critical stakehold-
ers in the party needs to be on 
board to ensure electoral vic-
tory for the party in 2023.

Governor Wike spoke in 
Bauchi when he led the PDP 
integrity governors on a soli-
darity visit to the Bauchi State 
governor, Senator Bala Mo-
hammed on Wednesday.

“I have stated severally that 
we are here for reconciliation. 
We have never closed the door 
for reconciliation. We have 
never closed the door and we 
will not close the door.”

“All we are saying is that 
there should be equity, justice 
and fairness. That is the hall-
mark of  what PDP stands for, 
equity, justice and fairness.”

On the team of  the integ-
rity governors were Gover-
nor Samuel Ortom of  Benue 

State, Governor Okezie Ik-
peazu of  Abia State and the 
governor of  Enugu State, 
Ífeanyi Ugwuanyi. 

Governor Wike declared 
that because the PDP integri-
ty governors are the pillars of  
the party, they have kept their 
doors open and are ready for 
genuine reconciliation.

“All we are saying is that let 
the right thing be done. When 
the right thing is done, the 
whole country will know that 
election is over. 

“This G-5 that you are see-
ing, we are the bedrock of  the 
party. So, we can’t close the 
door for reconciliation. We 
are open for reconciliation 
any day, anytime.” 

Governor Wike also ex-
plained the reason for the 
solidarity visit to the Bauchi 
State governor and said it is 
to ascertain how he was put-
ting up with the challenges of  
his re-election for his second 
term. 

“Our main motive of  com-
ing here is to give solidarity 
to our brother, the governor 
of  Bauchi state, Senator Bala 
Mohammed. And all we have 
discussed is to see how by the 

grace of  God, being a gift to 
the people of  Bauchi, he will 
win his election come 2023.

“So, all our discussion had 
to centre about his election 
and we are out to give him all 
the necessary support as our 
friend, our brother in the same 
political family.”

Governor Wike explained 
that the visit became neces-
sary because whatever affects 
the Bauchi State governor will 
impact on them as well.

“By the grace of  God, I 
know he has done well in 
Bauchi and the people of  
Bauchi State will still vote for 
him to come back for a second 
tenure.” 

In his response, Governor 
Bala Mohammed of  Bauchi 
State expressed his delight 
over hosting the PDP integrity 
governors. The Bauchi State 
governor said it is no secret 
that he wrote to the nation-
al leadership of  the PDP to 
express his concerns about 
perceived encumbrances as it 
affects his second term bid in 
the State. 

He explained that this ne-
cessitated his meeting on 
Tuesday with the PDP presi-
dential candidate, Alhaji Ati-
ku Abubakar.

Governor Mohammed, 
who described the G-5 gov-
ernors as brothers, joked that 
he was supposed to be part 
of  them in their demand for 
equity, fairness, justice but he 
was excommunicated for rea-
sons only known to the mem-
bers of  the G-5. Despite that, 
Governor Bala said he had 
maintained regular contact 
with them and no day passes 
by without a call put out to, at 
least, one of  them.

“In politics, you go with 
the people you share things in 
common. One thing that I ap-
preciate with them is that they 
look at your challenges; they 
are not going back for second 
term, all of  them. 

“So, I am happy they are 
here. I will have the opportuni-
ty of  confiding in people that I 
believe I can confide in with 
some of  my worries, my fears, 
my apprehensions and that of  
my state. As PDP members, 
we are of  the same family. I 
will see you as my comrades 
in this journey of  life.”

While charging the mem-
bers to commence campaign 
in their various wards and 
local government areas with 
immediate effect, how that 
the party under his leadership 
in Anambra, would get at 
least 95 per cent of  votes for 
all LP candidates in the state.

The Director General of  
the Campaign Council, Mr. 
Okeke, enjoined all members 
of  the party to support the 
Campaign Council to ensure 
victory for the Party Presi-
dential Candidate, Peter Obi, 
Senator Umeh and other 
Candidates of  Labour Party 
in Anambra State.

Bank branches sealed in Umuahia as company 
defeats First Bank in court
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

I
t has been  torrid days for 
customers of  First Bank 
Nigeria PLC in Umua-

hia , Abia State capital  as all 
branches of  the bank which 
were sealed on Tuesday by a 
Court order, have remained  
shut even  as at Wednesday. 

The sealing of  the bank, 
according to some notic-
es pasted  on the walls and 
gates of  the bank’s branch-
es,  were attributed  to an 
order by a Court in the case 
between the bank and an 
Umuahia -based company, 
Standard Polyplastic situat-
ed at No.85/87 Aba road, 
Umuahia.

In the Court Order, First 
Bank was alleged to be in-
debted to Standard Poly-
plastic   to the tune of  over 
N5m while another alleged 

indebtedness were said to be 
in US dollars.

A staff  of  the bank who 
spoke under anonymity told 
News Echo that some Court 
officials arrived the bank on 
early hours of  Monday to 
paste the orders, adding that 
the Court officials warned 
the bank against disobeying 
the closure directive.

When the main branch 
behind Abia State Ministry 
of  Agriculture, off  Library 
Avenue was visited on Tues-
day, stranded customers 
were seen lamenting their 
predicament.

Some of  the customers 
complained that they came 
from far villages to carry out 
some financial transactions 
even as a man was seen cry-
ing that he did not have the 
money to return to his vil-
lage in Isiukwuato LGA.

First Bank staff  was also 

... They were not poisoned - School PRO

seen loitering in front of  
their office like birds with-
out nests and Managers sat 
inside their cars dejected 
even as some civil servants 
complained that their Octo-
ber salaries were trapped in 
the bank.

One of  the  managers 
at Main branch  was seen 
begging the disappointed 
customers to make use of  
Automated Teller Machines 
(ATMs) or Mobile App 
options until the matter is 
resolved, which most of  
the customers criticised . 
“We can’t do anything for 
now. But I assure you that 
the matter will soon be re-
solved”, the Manager was 
heard appealing to an aged 
customer. At Uzuakoli road 
and Okwulehie Avenue 
branches, the story was the 
same as the bank’s gates 
were slammed close by the 

Court order while a red rib-
bon was tied in front of  the 
gates.

A customer, Mr. Ben 
Uzoigwe who said he 
came to cash a community 
cheque, said a similar thing 
happened to him last year.

 “Yesterday (Monday) 
was sit-at-home and I left 
my village only to see this 
nonsense again.”

It would be recalled that 
the bank was sealed two 
times in 2021 by officials 
of  Abia State Internal Rev-
enue Service for alleged tax 
evasion but was re-opened 
after resolving its differenc-
es with the State revenue 
agency.

In December 2021 par-
ticularly, First bank was 
shut by Abia State Inter-
nal Revenue Service for 22 
days, over tax default.
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Onitsha Inferno: Anambra Govt 
orders closure of market

Governor Hope Uzodimma inaugurates 305 ward Governor’s liaison of�cers.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
nambra State Gov-
ernment has or-
dered for the imme-

diate closure of  Ogbo Ogwu 
market, Onitsha, following 
Tuesday’s fire incident that 
claimed lives and properties. 

The incident which mar-
keters said was as a result 
of  chemical explosion af-
fected about 80 shops  and 
destroyed goods worth mil-
lions of  naira. 

The Deputy Governor of  
the state, Dr. Onyekachuk-
wu Ibezim who was on an 
on the spot assessment of  
the science and lab line to 
ascertain the level of  dam-
age announced the closure. 
He said it would enable the 
State Government to further 
investigate the cause of  the 
incident. 

 “A lot of  safety measures 
must be taken at the mo-
ment to protect the market 
from further explosions and 
as you can see, we are trying 
to clear the market; excava-
tors have been busy clearing 
the rubles.

 “People need to be moved 
out of  the market in order to 
gain access into the market 
and probably rescue persons 
who may have been trapped 
under collapsed structures.”

Dr. Ibezim added that ar-
rangements would be made 
for headcounts and further 
investigation to the actual 
chemical that led to the ex-
plosion would also be done. 

 “One person’s life is more 
important to us than all the 
goods in the market; if  it 
means bringing down some 

buildings we don’t mind and 
that is why His Excellency 
Prof. Charles Soludo sent 
me here,” He noted.

He commended Anambra 
State Fire Service Director, 
Engr. Martin Agbili for the 
prompt response of  his men 
to the scene.

The Deputy Governor 
also praised the efforts of  
the Commissioner for Pow-
er and Water Resources, 
Engr. Julius Chukwueme-
ka, the State Emergency 
Management Agency Team 
(SEMA) and the Commis-
sion for Health, Dr. Afam 
Obidike.

Abia CP Bala seeks syn-
ergy with Ohafia Army Bri-
gade Commander 

The newly deployed Com-
missioner of  Police in Abia 
State, CP Mustapha Mo-
hammed Bala on Wednes-
day paid a courtesy visit to 
the 14th Commander in 
charge of  the 14 Brigade 
of  Nigerian Army, Briga-
dier General Adegoke Mo-
ses Adetuyi at the Brigade 
Headquarters Goodluck 
Ebele Jonathan Barracks in 
Ohafia. 

He said the visit is to cre-
ate a good relationship with 
the Nigerian Army in the 
state and foster synergy for 
effective service delivery to 
the people of  the state. 

“I need the collaboration, 
engagement, support, and 
synergy,” he told newsmen. 
He stressed that on his own 
he needs the support of  the 
Army to ensure safety in the 
state and ensure effective 
service delivery and protec-
tion of  lives and property.

 He assured the com-

How I was abducted by Ebubeagu security operatives 
- Ebonyi ex-Commissioner, Onyike
From David Eze,
Abakaliki

A 
former Commission-
er for Information in 
Ebonyi State, Abia 

Onyike, has narrated how he 
was arrested and tortured by 
officials of  Ebubeagu Securi-
ty outfit in the State.

He said he was abducted 
on Wednesday night in Ab-
akaliki, capital of  the state 
and taken to Old Govern-
ment House where he was 
tortured for over an hour.

Onyike, the spokesperson 
of  the governorship candi-
date of  Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP), Ifeanyi Odii is 
a known critic of  the All Pro-
gressives Congress-led State 
Government.

Mr Onyike said he was 
arrested along the popular 
Water Works Road where 
he went to buy some drugs 
from a popular pharmacy in 
the state.

He said: “I went to buy 
medicine at the popular 
Octovia Pharmacy at about 
8.25pm. After buying the 
drugs, I saw two armed 

Ebubeagu men enter the 
pharmacy.

 “They came straight to 
me. One of  them dragged 
me into their vehicle (a red 
coloured Toyota Sienna). 
They fired gunshots into the 
air to scare people.

“They drove me to the 
old Government House and 
subjected me to torture. I 
was canned and beaten with 
wood. They threatened to 
bury me alive while one of  
them threatened to shoot at 
my leg.

 “After about one hour of  
intensive torture, their com-
mander told me to stand up 
and wear my dresses. He 
said it was a case of  mistak-
en identity.  

 “They returned some of  
my items seized by them 
such as my car key, phone, 
drugs and ATM. I was then 
told to go,” he narrated.

Mr Onyike said he learnt 
that the Commissioner of  
Police had ordered that he 
be released.

Ebonyi State Ebubeagu 
Commander, Mr. Friday 
Nnana, said Abia’s arrest 

was a case of  mistaken iden-
tity.

He said the PDP gover-
norship candidate spokes-
person was arrested at a lo-
cation where a suspect was 
being trailed.

According to him, imme-
diately his name, place of  
origin and personality was 
ascertained, he was released.

 “The place they said Abia 
was caught was where a 
criminal element we have 
been looking for usually 
stays. Oga, we have satellite 
everywhere. That’s where 
the suspect usually comes to 
collect arms and ammuni-
tion and rifles kept for him. 
He normally comes from 
outside the state.

 “You can ask the victim 
what we did immediately 
he was asked to provide his 
name, where he came from. 
We ordered them to leave 
him immediately. People 
have been putting surveil-
lance where he was arrest-
ed,” he said.

Ebuebagu has become a 
terror and notorious for in-
discriminate arrest, torture, 

mander that the police will 
work together with the 
Army and is willing to an-
swer whenever he is called 
upon as he takes over the 
mantle and leadership of  
the state police.

“I look forward to seeing 
a good relationship with 
the Army,” he said. While 
receiving the commissioner 
of  police, the commander 

in charge Brigadier Gener-
al Adegoke Moses Adetuyi 
said the visit is an honor 
and an indication of  the 
CP’s experience in the job. 

His words “The way you 
are seeking the support of  
the army is the same way 
the army is seeking for your 
support”.

 He assured him that the 
14 Brigade Army under his 

watch will give all the neces-
sary support that is required 
to secure the state and it’s 
environ to ensure that there 
is peace and security. 

The Area Commander 
Ohafia ACP Raymond En-
eagbo thanked the brigade 
commander and his officers 
for the good relationship 
with the police, especially 
on patrol, and appealed to 

the Army to continue the 
good work they have been 
doing together with the po-
lice. 

Highlight of  the visit is the 
presentation of  an award to 
the commissioner of  police 
CP Mustapha Mohammed 
as a sign of  appreciation for 
the visit to the Command.

The newly promoted CP, 
was the former Deputy 
Commissioner of  Police, 
State Criminal Investigation 
Department Owerri Imo 
State. 

He is currently the 32nd 
commissioner of  police in 
Abia State Command since 
the separation of  Abia from 
the old Imo State.

and even extra judicial kill-
ings in Ebonyi state, leading 
to calls by opposition parties 
and rights groups for it to be 
disbanded.

Last year, the spokesper-
son of  the PDP in the State, 
Chika Nwoba, was arrested 
in Abakaliki by the same 
group.

He was later charged to 
court and remanded in pris-
on custody but was later re-
leased after pressure mount-
ed on the State Government 
by Nigerians and rights 
groups.

Last month, the group 
abducted a senatorial can-
didate of  the Labour Party 
for Ebonyi South District, 
Linus Okorie and was later 
arraigned in court and re-
manded in custody.

APC has failed Nigeria
- Rabiu Kwankwaso
From David Eze,
Abakaliki

T
he Presidential Can-
didate of  the New 
Nigerian Peoples Par-

ty (NNPP), Alhaji Rabiu 
Kwankwaso, has said that 
the ruling, All Progressive 
Congress (APC) has failed 
the nation.

The former Governor of  
Kano State who stated this 
in Abakaliki, capital of  Eb-
onyi State his party is the 
one to beat in the elections.

He was in the State to 
Commission the Presiden-
tial Campaign office of  his 
party.

He said “We formed APC 
and produced the president 
in 2015, unfortunately, what 
we were angry with PDP be-
came worst in APC”.

“I was one of  the first gov-

ernors that formed APC and 
helped to produce the Presi-
dent in 2015. We were angry 
with PDP but unfortunately 
APC have also proven to be 
worse than PDP.

 “NNPP is the party to 
beat in the north because 
there is no APC in the 
North. APC has failed the 
nation. We are so happy 
that strong candidates did 
not get the ticket of  their 
parties”.

The NNPP Presidential 
candidate said that the ques-
tion of  zoning, ethnicity 
and religion should not be 
brought into the presidential 
race.

He said that what the 
country needs is someone 
who is qualified, competent, 
credible and have the capac-
ity to reposition the nation.
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he head of Nigeria's delegation at Tthe ongoing Conference of 
Parties (COP) of  the United 

Nations Frame Work Convention on 
Climate Change taking place at Sharm 
El Sheikh in Egypt, Barr. Mohammed 
Abdullahi said Nigeria will push for loss 
and damage among other issues.

Barr. Mohammed Abdullahi, who is 
the country's  Minister of Environment, 
also expressed high optimism that the 
expectations of Nigeria and Africa at 
COP 27 will be achieved as issues that 
are of concern to them are already on the 
f ront  bur ner  o f  the  agenda  for 
discussions.

“We are focused on ensuring that we 
bring the issue of loss and damage to the 
fore and we are already making progress 
in this regard, because during the Pre-
Cop engagement the COP 27 President, 
Sameh Shoukry highlighted f lood 
related issue with particular reference to 
Nigeria and Pakistan amongst other 
nations as one of the key issues on the 
agenda for discussion, already the issues 
of the flood are linked to loss and 
damage and that is of priority to us as a 
nation.”

Speaking further, the Minister added 
that Nigeria's delegation will also focus 
on the African carbon market initiative 
as it tries to kick-start the framework for 
carbon trading, adding that similar 
attention will also be given to a noble 
issue called debt for climate swap aimed 
to call the attention of  developed 
countries on the impact of  their 
industrialisation on the developing 
countries and the need for them to 
mitigate the impact on the continent of 
Africa and Nigeria in particular.

“In addition, Nigeria as the leader of 
the PAN African Agency for the Great 
Green Wall will focus on climate finance 
to support its activities in the Sahel 
Region particularly in the most endemic 
Northern states described as the front 
l i n e  s t a t e s  wh e r e  t h e r e  i s  f a s t 
approaching desert encroachment and 
of course wetland drying up, these and 
others are huge issues that we will be 
focusing on” Abdullahi affirmed. 

Speaking on unfulfilled promises 
made to the developing countries by the 
developed countries during past COPs, 
the Minister stated that Nigeria will not 
take know it all approach but will align 
its position with the African agenda that 

was agreed upon at the Dakar meeting. 
“Part of  what we will do is to 

galvanise the action plan for Africa to 
push for a positive climate funding 
action from the developed countries, 
that  is  why the Nigeria  Energ y 
Transition Plan is aligned to ensuring 
that we get the requisite funding for a 
smooth transition to renewables 
without which it will be very difficult to 
deploy infrastructure to support our 
mini-grid, deployment of solar and 
support bio-fuel.

African countries and developing 
countries indeed understand that 
funding is important in whatever 
position COP 27 will take, “Abdullahi 
posited.

Almost half  of  young people in 
Africa said they have reconsidered 
having children due to climate change, 
according to results from a UNICEF U-
Report poll of  243,512 worldwide 
respondents.

Globally, 2 in 5 young people said the 
impacts of climate change have made 
them reconsider their desire to start a 
family. This concern was highest in 
African regions, with the greatest 
percentage of young people reporting 
that they are reconsidering having 
children found in the Middle East & 
North Africa (44 per cent) and Sub-
Saharan Africa (43 per cent).

Youth in both regions reported 
having experienced a range of climate 
shocks and, more than other young 
people globally, said these shocks had 
impacted their access to food and water, 
as well as their family's income.

“The impacts of climate change are 
with us now, but they are far more than 
floods, droughts and heatwaves," said 
Paloma Escudero, head of UNICEF's 
COP27 delegation. "They extend to our 
very sense of hope. Especially in Africa, 
young people are seeing the impact these 
shocks are having on themselves and 
those they love and it is changing their 
plans for the future. But it doesn't have 
to. At COP27, world leaders must listen 
to this anxiety from young people and 
take immediate action to protect them.”

News Echo, is therefore urging the 
Federal Government not to renege on 
these promises expected to salvage the 
country from further devastation and as 
well recapture the already done damage.

Climate change:
Can Nigeria really
push for loss and damage?
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 was told many years Iago about a common 
refrain in newsrooms: 

“If  it bleeds, it leads”. In 
other words, the bloodier 
a n  e v e n t ,  t h e  m o r e 
prominent its place in the 
newspaper or bulletin. I 
believe this axiom still 
holds true today. It explains 
why the catastrophic sights 
and sounds – the bleeding – 
in Ukraine is top of  mind 
f o r  t h e  w o r l d .  A n d 
justifiably so.

However, as Ghana 
assumes the Presidency of  
t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s 
S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l  i n 
November,  the  wor ld 
cannot afford to focus 
solely on events in Ukraine, 
its impact on the living 
c o n d i t i o n s  o f  p e o p l e 
e v e r y w h e r e 
n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g .  We 
cannot forget that before 
the invasion of  Ukraine, 
COVID-19 had exposed the 
lack of  resilience in the 
economies in which the 
majority of  the global 
population live. In fact, the 
war in Ukraine exacerbated 
the harsh effects of  the 
downturn many countries 
were already experiencing, 
d e e p e n i n g  p o v e r t y, 
unemployment and food 
insecurity.

We cannot forget either 
tha t  the  UN Secur i ty 
Council faced a leadership 
crisis in finding better ways 
to respond to threats to 
international peace and 
security, as the nature of  
t h o s e  t h r e a t s  w e r e , 
themselves,  changing. 
Africa, for instance, has 
become the epicenter of  
terrorism. Meanwhile, in 
the countries where the UN 
maintains its signature 
peacekeeping missions, 
some of  the host countries 
have chosen, instead, to 
e n g a ge  t h i r d  p a r t i e s, 
sometimes in conflict with 
the operations of  UN 
peacekeepers.

It is clear that the ways 
in which the Securi ty 
Council approaches the 
mandate for international 
peace and security ought to 
change, if  we are to have 

sustainable peace, which is a 
prerequisite for achieving 
t h e  s u s t a i n a b l e 
development goals (SDGs) 
by 2030. Right now we are 
running out of  time in 
transforming the lives of  
people and saving our 
planet.

At the UN, Security 
Council reforms are often 
seen only  in  terms of  
expanding the permanent 
membership and power of  
veto to make the council 
more representative of  all of  
the peoples of  the world. 
T h o s e  r e f o r m s  a r e 
important and necessary. 
But we believe that it is 
equally important to look at 
another area of  reforms that 
would enable peace to serve 
the needs of  ordinar y 
people for resilience and 
good quality of  life.

In this, we are inspired 
by the example of  the 
second Secretary-General 
o f  t h e  U N ,  D a g 
Hammarskjold, who had an 
innovative approach to the 
possibilities of  the UN and 
its Charter and is credited 
with the introduction of  
peacekeeping. The bold act 
of  adopting a General 
Assembly Resolution on 7 
November 1956, which 
l a u n c h e d  t h e  f i r s t 
peacekeeping operation in 
history, the UN Emergency 
Force in the Middle East 

(UNEF), at a time when it 
was urgently needed, should 
inspire us in our time to act 
equal ly  boldly because 
circumstances have changed.

Like Hammarskjold, we 
must recognize that “the 
purposes of  the Charter (are) 
fixed and binding, but the 
working methods of  the 
O r g a n i z a t i o n  mu s t  b e 
flexible and innovative”.

President Nana Addo 
Dankwa Akufo-Addo of  
Ghana and I are calling on 
the Council to consider that 
time has come for another 
departure from the norm as 
Hammarskjöld did when 
UNEF was established.

As my country, Ghana, 
prepares to preside over two 
high-level debates of  the 
Council, we want to focus, 
like a laser beam, on the 
security gap and the need for 
a  n ew  a n d  i n n ova t ive 
template for success. That 
template should take into 
account the factors that 
m a k e  p e a c e k e e p i n g 
o p e r a t i o n s  a l m o s t 
p e r m a n e n t ,  a n d  w h y 
i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d 
c o m m u n i t i e s  b e c o m e 
susceptible to radicalization 
and recruitment as terrorists, 
driving the new face of  
threats to international peace 
and security.

In the Sahel and coastal 
West Africa, the countries 
that were the most successful 

in reaching striking distance 
of  the SDGs, especially on 
pover ty  reduc t ion  and 
e d u c a t i o n ,  n o w  f i n d 
themselves struggling, as 
poorer countries rather 
shoulder the worst impacts 
of  the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Climate Change and conflict 
in  Europe.  High f i sca l 
deficits, escalating debt and 
downturns in economic 
activity are pushing us out of  
the bond markets at a time 
when inequality soars and 
u n e m p l o y m e n t  a n d 
u n d e r e m p l o y m e n t  o f  
m i l l i o n s  i s  t u r n i n g 
f r u s t r a t i o n  i n t o 
hopelessness. Increasingly, 
even some of  the middle 
classes in Africa and other 
developing countries are 
beginning to lose faith in the 
democratic systems they 
fought so hard to establish.

The road back to robust 
growth, which Ghana and a 
number of  African countries 
experienced successively in 
the years before COVID-19 
struck, is currently a choice 
between the devil and the 
deep blue sea. We have to 
either impose IMF-guided 
austerity, potentially leading 
to labour retrenchment and 
a c c o m p a n y i n g  s o c i a l 
instability, as witnessed in 
Argentina and elsewhere, or 
home-grown yet equally 
tough decisions to satisfy the 
markets and, hopefully, pave 

the way back to a functioning 
e c o n o m y.  T h e  h a r s h 
s a c r i f i c e s  r e q u i r e d , 
themselves, have become a 
source of  instability and an 
invitation to malign actors.

In the Sahel, climate-
induced insecurity, poverty, 
high illiteracy rates and 
educat ion  that  ne i ther 
teaches skills nor a culture of  
peace and non-violence 
(SDG Target 4.7), youth 
unemployment and the 
absence of  the State in large 
swathes of  territory have 
created the environment in 
which terrorists thrive and 
undermine the effectiveness 
of  the kinet ic  mil i tar y 
operations to root them out.

It is clear that the critical 
need to fill the security gap 
brought on by economic and 
other root causes of  conflict 
should be a priority for the 
promotion and maintenance 
of  international peace and 
security. Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres has been 
insistent on the need for 
funding the entire peace 
c o n t i nu u m ,  i n c l u d i n g 
increasing resources for 
programmatic financing, 
and for a mechanism for 
fighting terrorism in Africa.

The Council can no 
longer turn a blind eye to the 
accumulat ing  ev idence 
before  us.  That  means 
ensuring that UN Security 
Council-mandated peace 
support missions or counter-
terrorism have a balanced 
approach to both the military 
and civil components, with 
as much resources devoted to 
b u i l d i n g  c o m m u n i t y 
resilience, access to good 
qua l i t y  educa t ion  and 
training, and mitigating 
c l i m a t e  i m p a c t s  a n d 
reclaiming land and water 
b o d i e s  o n  w h i c h 
communities depend.

It means standing with 
other organs of  the UN to 
advocate for a new model of  
development cooperation 
that reinforces the capacity 
of  developing countries to 
deepen their development 
resilience. I know that these 
may not make for easy 
headlines but we must bring 
attention to, and act on, them 
as a matter of  preventive 
urgency.

“

We are running out of time 

At the UN, Security Council reforms are 
often seen only in terms of  expanding the 

permanent membership and power of  veto to 
make the council more representative of  all 
of  the peoples of  the world. Those reforms 

are important and necessary. But we believe 
that it is equally important to look at 

another area of  reforms that would enable 
peace to serve the needs of  ordinary people 

for resilience and good quality of  life.

By Shirley Botchwey



ome of  the best looks 

Swe saw at the Black 
Panther Premiere II.

The Black Panther II 
h a d  m a n y  N i g e r i a n 
celebrities stepping out. It 
combined their love for two 
things -  costumes and 
parties. 

Celebrities, influencers, 
and Big Brother Naija 
alumni all came out to 
celebrate with the cast and 
c rew o f  the  c r i t i ca l ly 
acclaimed show. Tiannah 
Place Empire famous for 
their costume making also 
came through for most of  
the celebs. Here are the best 
pictures; 

outfit was the picture of  
Chadwick Boseman on the 
train. 

P r i n c e  N e l s o n 
Enwerem 

T a l k  a b o u t 
commitment to a theme. He 
took a cue from the movie 
and dressed it up to the last 
T. 

Bella Okagbue 
Tiannah used a Kente 

to make a very stylish cloak 
for Bella, the hair and make-
up were also exquisite. 

Sandra Okunzuwa 
Sandra channeled her 

inner queen mother in this 
picture. 

Allysyn Audu 
Allysyn took a page 

from the playbook of  Dora 
Milaje. She always rocks a 
bald look so it was pretty 
nice to see her act like the 
Dora Milaje 

Dunni Ade 
Dunni looked like the 

queen's mother in her outfit. 
So regal. 

Sharon Ooja 
Sharon experimented 

with some face paint and we 
have to say, just as her 
caption said, “Wah kan da 
beauty is this?” 

Morey Faith 
She looked so gorgeous 

but what we loved about the 
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Anambra traders set to protest DSS 
arrest of market chairmen

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
rrangement is re-
portedly perfected 
for a peaceful pro-

test by Anambra traders 
over arrest of  two market 
chairmen, by personnel of  
Department of  Security Ser-
vice, DSS, during a meeting 
with all market chairmen 
in the State and State Gov-
ernment Internal Revenue 
Service, held at Training 
hall, Revenue House, Awka, 
State capital, Tuesday.

The meeting, alleged 
was at the instance of  the 
chairman of  the revenue 
body, Mr. Richard Nworah 
Madiebo, to discuss on the 
way forward as traders in 
Anambra state vowed not to 
pay for exorbitant levy im-
posed on them by the body, 
for loading and off  loading 
of  wares in the markets.

As deliberation was going 
on at the meeting, officials 
of  DSS reportedly stormed 
the venue and immediately 
arrested and whisked away 
two market chairmen, that 

of  Ogidi Building Materi-
als market, and chairman 
of  Oguta road Aluminum 
Dealers Association, who 
were in the meeting, for al-
legedly opposing #30,000 to 
#40,000 exorbitant levy im-
posed on the traders instead 
of  #5,000, normal levy pay-
ment.

Consequently, the meeting 
ended in fiasco as the entire 
traders, in solidarity to their 
arrested members, left in 
anger to the headquarters 
of  the DSS in Awka, where 
their two arrested members 
were taken to.

Reacting Wednesday, con-
cerned traders in the State, 
led by their chairman, Chief  
Gabriel Okeke, reiterated 
that there is no going back 
on the protest over the arrest 
even as they vowed to boy-
cott any meeting organised 
by the State Government to 
avoid arrest.

 “We will this week pro-
test the arrest and exorbitant 
levy imposed on us by the 
State Government. We for-
merly paid #5,000 for load-
ing and off  loading of  wares 

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia 

C
hief  Andrew Og-
bonna Chikwendu 
Foundation has 

completed the reconstruc-
tion of  a collapsed bridge 
in Ohuhu land, to the relief  
of  indigenes of  the bene-
fiting communities in the 
sub-urban towns.

This is even as the foun-
dation has lined up an 
18km Walk4Fun  Walka -
thon  Sporting  and Exer -
cise Picnic in Ohuhu, to be 
held on December 30,2022 
and every year with the 
support of  Ogwe -Ama Fit-
ness Club and some other 
sponsors .

The  bridge which con -
nected some communities 
like Umuagu, Umungasi 
etc to other villages and 
markets, collapsed some 
years ago and its recon-
struction was initially start-
ed  by Ohuhu Develop -
ment Welfare Union until 
Chief  Andrew Ogbonna 
Chikwendu Foundation 
stepped in and completed 
it, thereby reopening trans-
port, agricultural ,general 

economic channels  and 
other  opportunities for the 
natives.

These achievements were 
made known in Umuahia 
by the President of  the 
foundation , Mr Azubuike 
Chikwendu, during a press 
briefing to unveil the pro-
grams for the December 30 
walk4fun walkathon and 
exercise picnic to be held in 
Ohuhu villages.

The press release which 
was read by Barr Kingston 
Ogbonna, on behalf  of  the 
President, explained that 
the foundation was formed 
to immortalize the virtues 
of  Chief  Andrew Chik-
wendu Ogbonna who died 
on 16th November 1979, 
noting that the planned 
Walk4Fun is patterned af-
ter global sporting events 
such as Lagos Marathon, 
Obudu Mountain race, 
Boston Walk etc.

Disclosing that the Walk-
4Fun which would kick 
off  by 7: am, is open for 
people of  all ages to par-
ticipate , the foundation 
stated that the event would 
be used to promote fitness 
and healthy life among the 

but now the State Govern-
ment imposed #30,000 to 
#40,000, as the case may be. 
From where do we source 
the levy imposed on us to 
pay at this hardship.

 “Two market chairmen, 
from Building Materials 

market Ogidi, and that of  
Oguta Road Aluminum 
Dealers Association, were 
arrested by DSS in the meet-
ing we were having at the 
training hall of  the Revenue 
House, in Awka, on the or-
der of  the chairman of  the 

revenue body, Mr Richard 
Nworah Madiebo, for earli-
er opposing the high levy.

 “It is because of  this high 
levy being imposed on An-
ambra traders that different 
sections of  the traders in the 
State, that include, tomatoes 
sellers, fish sellers, among 
others, are leaving for neigh-
bouring States like Delta, 
Imo, Enugu and Abia. You 

don’t employ those who are 
not traders to come and pi-
lot the affairs of  the traders. 
Sacked touts were recalled 
to come and manage our af-
fairs, we can’t take it. 

 “The protest is just to let 
Governor Charles Chukwu-
ma Soludo, know that we 
can’t bear this any longer, 
Anambra is not the only 
State where you have trad-
ers. 

“Every time leaders are 
changed and caretaker 
committees instituted. Gov-
ernment has no business in 
market leadership, it is just 
to collect its levy and leave 
leadership for the traders,” 
he fumed.

people as well as unite the 
people even as physical and 
online  registration points 
have been opened for all in-
terested participants.

The event which the 
foundation says has no po-
litical connection or attach-
ments, would be officially 
flagged off  by the Speaker 
of  Abia State House of  
Assembly, Hon Chinedum 
Orji as the Chief  Walker 
while seasoned medical 
team and sound medical 
vehicles would be made 
available to evacuate those 
that may be tired during the 
Walk. 

He pointed out that the 
AO foundation was out to 
empower people and com-
munities, with emphasis 
on sporting programs and 
projects that enhance social 
and gender inclusion in ed-
ucation, business, society 
and culture in rural and 
semi urban communities 
across Nigeria.

The 18km walk would 
kick off  from Ohuhu com-
munity Secondary School, 
Amaogwugwu and move 
to Umuagu, Umukabia, 
Umule, Afugiri rounda-

bout , Umuegwu Okpuala, 
Nkwoegwu roundabout 
,Nkata , Amaogwugwu 
before culminating at Ohu-
hu community  Secondary 
school where cash prizes 
would be dished out to par-
ticipants with distinct per-
formances.

Speaking at the press 
briefing, former Director 
of  Sports in Abia State 
and a global sports histo-
rian, Mr Ejikeme Ikwunze 
described the December 
30 event as a well-thought 
initiative which would pro-
mote good health, unity 
and cohesiveness in Ohu-
hu nation in particular and 
Abia State in general .

Ikwunze, popularly 
known as Mr Football de-
scribe Chief  Andrew Chik-
wendu Ogbonna of  blessed 
memory as a rare gift to 
humanity and admonished 
his children to produce a 
complete book about their 
father, for the benefit of  
present and unborn gen-
eration, assuring that his 
sporting acumen would be 
brought to bear in making 
the proposed annual event 
a complete success.

Ebonyi business mogul, Dr Osi
offers free medical outreach on 
mother’s burial
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

E
bonyi Business mo-
gul, Dr Gideon Osi 
has organised a 

free medical treatment to 
residents of  Ishiagu com-
munity in Ivo LGA of  Eb-
onyi State as he buries his 
mother, while dedicating 
the Oyiride Osi memorial 
Estate. The Ezinne Rebec-
ca Oyiridie Osi Memorial 
estate Amaeze Ishiagu com-
munity built by Dr Gideon 
Osi was commissioned and 
handed over to the respec-
tive owners, in commemo-
ration of  a life well lived by 
his mother.

The medical outreach 
which was held at the coun-
try home of  Dr Gideon Osi, 
Amaeze Ishiagu in Ivo LGA 
of  Ebonyi State was part of  
event marking the funeral 
ceremony of  the late Moth-
er Ezinne Rebecca Osi. 

The medical team who 
came from the United 
States were on ground for 
treatment in solidarity with 
their colleague and friend, 
Dr Gideon Chidiebere Osi, 
to provide quality medical 
care to the people of  Ishiagu 
and environs, mostly Wom-
en and children covering 
areas of  General Medicine, 

Peadiatric, Eye and Dental 
care. Over 1,317 patients 
were screened, attended and 
treated

Some of  the beneficiaries 
including Chief  Laz Okoro, 
a community leader who 
commended Dr Osi said 
the free medical interven-
tion was a relief  to the resi-
dents of  the community. In 
his remarks, Dr Gideon Osi 
noted that the free medical 
outreach and dedication of  
Ezinne Rebecca Oyiride Osi 
memorial Estate in Ishiagu 
were part of  the burial pro-
gramme to immortalize his 
mother for a life well lived. 

“Today,the Ezinne Oyiri-
die Osi Memorial Estate,U-
muogboke stands as a testi-
mony of  mama’s goodwill 
as this was one of  her last 
wishes to ensure that every 
member of  the family is giv-
en a befitting accommoda-
tion. 

“This is to ensure that no 
member of  the family suf-
fers the kind of  humiliation 
she passed through follow-
ing the collapse of  her mud 
house in 1984. “She begged 
for shelter and moved from 
place to place for over 25 
years with her children with-
out any assistance to alle-
viate her accommodation 
challenge.”

Some of the 305 ward liaison of�cers at the Exco chambers of the Imo state Government House.

Foundation reconstructs collapsed community 
bridge, organises 18km Walkathon in Abia

... As some traders allegedly flee to neighbouring states 
over high levy imposed on traders by govt
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igeria has no reason 

Nt o  b e  p o o r.  T h e 
count r y ' s  human 

capital is one of  the richest in 
the world. Nigerians are some 
of  the most energetic go-
getters in the world. The 
countr y  i s  b lessed  wi th 
abundant natural resources, 
fantastic climate and one of  
the greenest landscapes on 
earth. Ironically, Nigeria 
currently ranks among the 
poorest and most unstable 
countries in the world.

Today,  based  on  the 
parallel market exchange rate 
of  $1 to �900, it will take 
about two and half  years for a 
Nigerian earning one naira a 
day to earn a dollar. And 
before the end of  the two and 
half  years, the same �900 will 
no longer be enough to get the 
p e r s o n  $ 1 .  T h e  n a i r a 
equivalent of  $1 may have 
jumped up to �1,500 or more.

What is happening to the 
Nigerian economy is scary. 
T h e  n a i r a  h a s  b e e n 
depreciating over the decades, 
but the rate at which it has 
depreciated under the regime 
o f  M a j o r  G e n e r a l 
Muhammadu Buhari (retd.) 
has been frightening. It looks 
like something that is not 
under any control; like a paper 
falling from the sky.

The Central  Bank of  
Nigeria has thrown everything 
at it in a bid to stop the free fall, 
to no avail. In August 2015, 
the CBN took the weirdest 
action in its bid to stop the 
rapid fall of  the naira. It got 
labourers with chainsaws and 
machetes to cut off  branches 
of  trees under which black 
market currency exchange 
operators gathered in Abuja, 
the Federal capital Territory. 
As  far  as  the  CBN was 
concerned, the moment the 
illegal operators could not get 
the shade the trees offered 
them, they would stop their 
operations.

In September 2021, the 
CBN heaped the blame over 
the free fall of  the naira on Mr 
Olumide Oniwinde, publisher 
of  AbokiFX, a website which 
published daily exchange rates 
of  the naira against other 
currencies. The CBN banned 
the website and accused the 
owner of  sabotaging the 
Nigerian economy.

The CBN Governor, Mr 
Godwin Emef ie le,  sa id , 
“Section 2 of  the CBN Act 

does make it clear that only the 
Central Bank can determine 
the value of  the naira, and yet a 
single individual living in 
E n g l a n d  c o n t i n u e s  t o 
manipulate the exchange rate 
and makes huge profits which 
he withdraws through an ATM 
in London.”

A b o k i F X  s t o p p e d 
publishing the daily exchange 
rates of  the naira, but the naira 
did not stop falling. In fact, it 
seemed as if  the rate of  fall 
heightened.

The CBN has repeatedly 
increased lending rates, given 
different directives on how to 
receive foreign remittances, 
reduced how much one can 
spend  v ia  a  deb i t  ca rd , 
launched the e-naira, and 
taken dozens of  other steps, 
but none has worked. The 
naira just continues to fall.

The latest effort of  the 
CBN is the announcement of  
the redesign of  the top-three 
naira denominations: 1000, 
500, and 200. Some have 
h a i l e d  t h e  a c t i o n  a s  a 
masterstroke. But the market 
has responded against that 
action with the speedy fall of  
the naira from about 700 to 
900 for $1 in less than two 
weeks of  its announcement.

Interestingly, Buhari took 
the same step in 1984 when he 
came in as a military dictator. 
At that time the highest 
denomination was N20. That 
action did not help to turn 
around the economy.

For  a  r eg ime  tha t  i s 
regularly borrowing money; 
for a regime which allowed 
universities to close for eight 
months, with the excuse that it 
did not have the money to meet 

the demands of  the striking 
lecturers, it is strange that it 
could embark on this costly 
venture of  printing billions of  
naira notes at a time like this.

The continued depreciation 
of  the naira is a testimony that 
productivity is low while the 
theft of  public funds is high. 
The economy is resting on 
nothing. Import is high while 
export is low.

But if  the instability in the 
e c o n o m y  w a s  t h e  o n l y 
challenge in the country, most 
Nigerians would bear it with 
equanimity, hoping that it 
might  end someday.  The 
insecurity in the country is the 
most worrisome. Unlike in the 
past when the common refrain 
was that the Boko Haram 
insurgency was restricted to 
some parts of  the North-East 
region, there is no part of  
Nigeria that is safe today. The 
farms are not safe, making it 
hard for foods to be produced 
for domestic use and export. 
The prices of  food items have 
skyrocketed, increasing the 
hunger in the land. This, in 
turn, affects the economy and 
the exchange rate of  the naira.

The roads are not safe, 
making it hard for people to 
m ove  a b o u t  t o  t r a n s a c t 
businesses as well as their 
goods. The homes, offices, 
schools, markets, worship 
centres, and other public places 
are not safe. Nobody knows 
where an attack or abduction 
will take place. Therefore, the 
people live in fear, not sure of  
the next minute.

There is despair in the land. 
Most people have lost hope on 
the capacity of  the President to 
cause any change in the system. 

It is obvious that he has done all 
that he can do regarding the 
economy and security. The 
people are now looking for who 
to succeed Buhari. Based on the 
gender of  the top candidates, it 
is obvious that it will be a male. 
Will it be Senator Bola Tinubu 
of  the ruling All Progressives 
Congress, Peter Obi of  the 
Labour Party, or Alhaji Atiku 
Abubakar of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party? They have 
made promises like politicians 
do.

But whoever succeeds the 
President will not have an easy 
ride. Buhari's successor will 
inherit a country gasping for 
breath. After denying the 
existence of  subsidy on petrol 
before taking office in 2015, 
Buhari has spent the last seven 
and half  years of  his eight-year 
tenure paying humongous 
petrol subsidies. Rather than 
end that subsidy regime, he has 
shifted the date of  the end of  the 
petrol subsidy to June 2023, one 
month after his exit. What it 
m e a n s  i s  t h a t  t h e 
administration after him will 
take off  with anger in the land, 
caused by an abrupt rise in 
petrol price. Workers may go on 
strike.

In addition to battling the 
effect of  the removal of  petrol 
subsidy, the new President will 
take steps to stop or reduce the 
insecurity in different parts of  
the country. He will make 
attempts to revive the economy. 
He will make attempts to fulfil 
the campaign promises.

Any leader who does not 
have the capacity to elicit the 
trust of  the people will not 
succeed in the environment that 
will present itself  after Buhari's 

exit. Such a leader will have to 
take bold and unpopular 
decisions. A leader who does 
not have the capacity to win the 
trust of  the people that he 
means well will not get the buy-
in or patience of  the masses.

To win the trust of  the 
people, such a leader will need 
to live by example. Nigerians 
w i l l  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  m a k e 
sacrifices. But they need to see 
their leader take the first step. A 
leader who lives a flamboyant 
lifestyle cannot succeed in 
convincing the people to make 
sacrifices. A leader who does 
not  buy made- in-Niger ia 
products or patronise Nigerian 
hospitals and doctors, Nigerian 
holiday sites, Nigerian schools, 
etc., will not win that trust.

A  l e a d e r  w h o  i s  n o t 
physically fit will not be able to 
cope with the arduous task that 
will face Buhari's successor. 
The new leader will need to 
work extra hours, be at different 
places within a short time, 
respond to crises promptly, read 
volumes of  documents and act 
on them promptly, etc.

When Nigerians see that 
their leader has come to build 
and give to the nation, not to 
take or share the nation's wealth 
with his cronies, they will be 
willing to donate even the little 
they have and also rise against 
those who want to continue to 
f r i t te r  away the  nat ion ' s 
resources. That is how other 
great nations prosper.

It won't be easy but it is 
possible in Nigeria. However, it 
depends on the ability of  the 
voters to vote for long-term 
national interest instead of  
short-term personal gain.

Sympathizing with Buhari's would
be successor 

AtikuObiTinubu

By Azuka Onwuka
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Building materials PG lauds Soludo
for roads infrastructure
By Uzo Ugwunze

T
he President Gener-
al, Building Materials 
International Market 

(BMIM), Ogidi, Chief  Jude 
Nwankwo has commended 
His Excellency, Governor 
Chukwuma Soludo of  Anam-
bra State for massive flag off  
of  roads reconstruction and 
rehabilitation in the State.

He also requested that His 
Excellency should consider 
constructing an overhead pe-
destrian bridge in front of  the 
market to reduce motor ac-
cidents often experienced in 
that area which leads  to loss 
of  lives of  both customers and 
traders who visit the markets.

Speaking to newsmen at the 
BMIM office, Ogidi, Idemi-
li North Local Government 
Area, Chief  Jude Nwankwo 
also said that traders in An-
ambra State are willing to sup-

port Soludo for directly taking 
charge of  the ministry of  trade 
and commerce.

“Good and motorable 
roads network are what we 
need now in Anambra State 
which is a major commercial 
nerve center in the South East 
and West Africa. Let him con-
tinue the good work.

“During his campaign Pro-
fessor Soludo promised to 
declare state of  emergency on 
Anambra roads and we see 
him doing that from Awka, 
Onitsha, Ekwulobia to even 
rural communities rehabili-
tating some and flagging off  
complete reconstruction of  
other roads.

“We traders obey govern-
ment directives including 
tax payment. His Excellency 
needs to construct an over-
head pedestrian bridge in 
front of  BMIM because mil-
lions of  people crisscross this 

Enugu/Onitsha expressway 
which connects about six ma-
jor international markets.

“The markets around here 
which attract large movement 
of  persons include BMIM, 
Bakery market, Provision & 
Cosmetics market; Synthetic 
fabrics/leather market, Bicy-
cle market, Car paint market, 
Importers market and new 
ones are springing up.

 “Almost on a weekly basis 
both customers and traders 
are killed by motorists who 
ply the highway as they rush 
into the markets to transact 
business.

“We plead with our solu-
tion governor to assist in re-
constructing cum tarring the 
BMIM to Ogidi high court 
road built by our market. 
Also, the Ugwu Nwasike to 
BMIM/Site road should be 
reconstructed to alleviate the 
suffering of  road users who 

News

patronize the markets”, said 
Nwankwo.

Moreover, Jude Nwank-
wo commiserated with the 
family of  Mbazulike Amae-
chi, the former Aviation 
minister describing the late 
Elderstatesman as the num-
ber one spokesperson of  
Ndigbo(OnunekwuluIgbo). 
He urged Dr. Chukwueme-
ka Ezeife, Peter Obi, Victor 
Umeh, Governor Soludo and 
others to fill the vacuum left by 
late Mbazulike.

DG Imo CPC Destroy 
Counterfeit, Expired Products 
In Owerri.

The Imo State Consumer 
Protection Council (CPC) 
under the leadership of  Hon.
Mrs Obioma Okafor, on Tues-
day 8th November 2022, de-
stroyed substandard, expired 
products in Owerri, the Imo 
state capital.

The Director General of  

Imo CPC, Hon. Mrs Obioma 
Okafor, who supervised the 
exercise, said the destruction 
was part of  the efforts of  the 
state government to rid of  
from Imo market unwhole-
some products that is harmful 
to human body and engender 
public confidence on the agen-
cy to protect consumers.

Speaking during the ex-
ercise, Mrs Obioma Okafor 
said the public destruction 
of  spurious products would 
eliminate the risk of  reintro-
duction into the markets. It is 
a proof  of  Imo CPC’s resolve 
to protect consumer’s health 
or interest. ” The activities of  
fakers had robbed Nigerian 
markets of  public confidence.

Also, the DG Imo CPC 
noted that under her watch, 
the Council would stop at 
nothing to rid the markets of  
spurious products.

She therefore appealed to 
consumers to be very careful 
of  what they buy or consume 

while calling on the manu-
facturers, business men and 
women to place the lives of  
Nigerian above other consid-
erations.

She regretted that many had 
ended up losing their lives as 
a result of  consuming fake or 
expired products.

The products destroyed in-
cludes some expensive fake 
hot drinks like Glenfiddich 21 
years, 501, Hennessy VSOP, 
Royal Challenge, non-alco-
holic beverages, assorted beer, 
cosmetics, plastic minerals, 
pharmaceutical products like 
antibiotics and other consum-
ables.

According to Imo CPC 
boss, products counterfeiting 
is an act of  economic sabotage 
and a serious threat to public 
health. She further stated that 
Imo CPC was proactively 
tackling the challenges by en-
gaging traditional, religious 
and leaders of  academic insti-
tutions to sensitize the public.

ISOPADEC workers on a peaceful protest, blocked the of�ce over slashed salaries and promotion, calling on Governor Uzodimma to 
return their salary to 100%.

Harvestplus, Imo govt to host nutritious food fair
By Grace Ofurum

A 
non-governmental 
Organisation, Har-
vestplus in partner-

ship with the Imo state gov-
ernment is set to host a two 
day food fair in the state.

Briefing newsmen in Ow-
erri, the country Manager of  
the HarvestPlus, Mr. Yusuf  
Dollah disclosed that the 
event will take place on the 
18th and 19th November 
at the Ahiajoku convention 
centre, Owerri. 

According to him, the 
Nutritious food fair will en-
compasses training of  par-
ticipants on the benefits of  
biofortified crops and food 
that will enhance their body 
nutrients. He disclosed that 

the fair which is the 8th edi-
tion will provide a platform 
for practical training, Men-
torship and job creation. 

He further maintained 
that the HarvestPlus has 
created lots of  employment 
since its inception and stat-
ed that the agency has also 
developed several crops and 
staple foods that contain 
micronutrients and vita-
mins.

Representing the Imo 
state government, the com-
missioner for Agriculture 
and Natural Resources, Dr 
Bathy Okorochukwu while 
addressing Newsmen dis-
closed that the theme of  the 
event is “Improving Resil-
ience through Nutritious 
food system”.

He noted also that the 

food fair will provide “an 
operational platform for 
collective engagement, 
learning and networking of  
actors in the nutritious food 
sector in Nigeria”.

Also, the event will attract  
stakeholders, policy makers, 
researchers, Farmers, food 
processors amongst others 
to display and market Inno-
vations, share updates and 
discuss topical issues rising 
from the Nutritious food 
sector.

According to the commis-
sioner, the fair will feature 
over 50 commercial exhib-
itors, government officials, 
key private sector players 
and 5000 participants. 

Also there will be food 
exhibition,  sales of  nutri -

NPC posts 2023 census budget 
at N532.7b 

T
he National Popu-
lation Commission 
(NPC) has indicated 

that it will require N532.7bil-
lion to conduct the national 
census in April 2023.

Chairman of  the Commis-
sion, Alhaji Nasir Isa Kwar-
ra had told members of  the 
Senate Committee on Na-
tional Population and Identi-
ty Management during 2023 
budget defence session with 
the committee.

According to the NPC 
boss the N532.7billion is 
purely proposal for conduct 
of  the 2023 census which he 
said would be digitally done

“Aside the N10billion 
budgetary proposal for 2023 
fiscal year earmarked for 

NPC, the sum of  N532. 795, 
604, 726billion is estimated 
for conduct of  2023 Census.

“NPC is ready to re-write 
the history of  census in Ni-
geria by making the 2023 
one not only accurate, credi-
ble, reliable but acceptable to 
all Nigerians” he said.

He added that the pro-
posed sum for conduct of  
2023 census, covers post 
enumeration survey and that 
the exercise will be a great 
departure from the past in 
terms of  keying into the is-
sue of  climate change .

In the 2023 budgetary pro-
posal for the agency, Kwarra 
said envelope of  N1.05bil-
lion was earmarked for capi-
tal expenditure, N655million 
for overhead and N8.6billion 
for personnel.

For the 2022 fiscal year, 
the NPC boss said a total of  
N206.85billion was appro-
priated for the commission 
out which N107.7billion 
was earmarked for capital 
expenditure, N615million 
for overhead and N7.8billion 
for personnel cost.

However, the Chairman 
of  the Committee, Senator 
Sahabi Ya’u (APC Zamfara 
North), told the NPC boss to 
furnish the committee with 
details of  projects executed 
with the 2022 appropria-
tion line by line and those 
proposed for the 2023 fiscal 
year.

Request by the NPC boss 
to decorate Chairman and 
members of  the committee 
as 2023 Census Ambassa-
dors at the beginning of  the 
session was however turned 
down.

tious food products, panel 
and business  discussions, 
business deal rooms, quiz 
competition,  cooking com-
petition,  capacity  build , 
enterprise development, 
training  amongst others.

Also speaking a veteran 
Nollywood actor, Mr. Fran-
cis Duru stated that this 
year’s fair will also feature 
Smart Mothers Initiative 
geared towards engaging 
mothers who are home 
builders who also deter-
mine the type of  food to 
be taken at home, the pro-
gramme will afford them 
the opportunity to know 
the right food to prepare at 
home that will supply the 
necessary nutrients needed 
by the body to function.

... Solicits for construction of  pedestrian bridge

Also students both in the 
secondary and tertiary in-
stitutions will also benefit 
from the training on biofor-
tified foods which will also 
enable them engage in al-
ready mapped out business 
model thereby making them 
self-employed.

The programme Manager 
of  commercialization of  bi-
ofortified crops project, Mr 
Goodluck Ogu said the fair 
will address issues of  hid-
den hunger and training of  
farmers across the state.

He maintained that the 
programme will make mal-
nutrition will become a 
thing of  the past.

He said, that the younger 
people will also take advan-
tage of  the business model 
to run biofortified products 
which will also bring about 
food self-sufficiency.
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Obi attends Labour Party’s rally in
Aba, despite Abia govt, LP clash

Some of the bene�ciaries during the free medical treatment in Ishiagu community, Ebonyi State.

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

M
ammoth crowd 
of  supporters of  
Peter Obi, the 

Presidential candidate of  
Labour Party and other par-
ty faithful stormed Ngwa 
High School on Thursday to 
attend the flag off  governor-
ship campaign rally by Dr 
Alex, LP’s guber candidate.

The rally, which was held 
under tight security atmos-
phere, was until Wednesday 
evening, opposed by the 
government of  Abia State, 
had earlier, ordered Labour 

Party in the State to shift the 
rally to another ground as 
according to the State gov-
ernment, the party did not 
receive approval from it be-
fore fixing the event on the 
school ground.

But after a signing of  un-
dertaking by LP on mainte-
nance of  peace, the ground 
was eventually released for 
the rally.

Addressing a sea of  crowd 
during the rally, the Presi-
dential Candidate of  Labour 
Party, Mr Peter Obi prom-
ised that the nation Nigeria 
would be transformed to 
a place where a Nigerian 

News

2023: Ikpeazu moves 
against Greg Ibe 

A
bia State Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu has 
moved to check the 

rising popularity of  APGA 
governorship candidate for 
the 2023 General Elections, 
Professor Greg Ibe as the 
eviction notice served on the 
governorship hopeful’s cam-
paigns office has been traced 
to directives from the gover-
nor. 

The Secretary to the State 
Government, Mr  Chris 
Ezem, in a letter directed the 
estate firm,  Trademore In-
ternational Holding Limited 
which rented office space to 
Prof  Ibe to throw him out of  
the building alleging that he  
converted the rented office to 
party Secretariat.

The company’s legal repre-
sentative, Nwoke John Kalu 
making clarifications on the 
matter in Umuahia, asserted 
that their client, Prof.  Ibe 
rented the left wing of  their 
property – Ogwumabiri 
Event Centre located along 
Bank Road, Umuahia for his 
Foundation’s office and not 
for political party Secretariat, 
as contained in the Tenancy 
agreement between him and 
the company.

Kalu said upon receiving 
the letter from the govern-
ment,  the Company inves-
tigated the allegation and 
discovered with dismay that 
their client has converted the 
property to All Progressives 
Grand Alliance State Secre-
tariat without authorization, 
thereby going contrary to the 
provision of  Clause 4 and 8 
of  the Tenancy agreement, 
which also made the com-
pany give Prof. Ibe a notice 
to vacate the event centre, if  
he refused to revert back to 
original terms of  the Tenancy 
agreement.

Kalu made it clear that the 
company will not forceful-

ly eject their client from the 
property, since he (Prof. Ibe) 
has approached the Court, 
praying that the Company 
be restrained from evicting 
them from the left wing of  
Trademore Ogwumabiri 
event centre, which he rent-
ed on or about the 1st day of  
July, 2022 pending the insti-
tution and the hearing of  the 
substantive suit.

The legal representative 
of  the Company who went 
down memory lane to recall 
the challenges faced by the 
Company even after genu-
inely acquiring the land with 
Certificate of  Occupancy, 
therefore insisted that the 
Company will follow due 
process while carrying out 
its action no matter the pres-
sure.

would be proud of  his citi-
zenship, if  he is elected the 
next President.

He lamented that many 
companies that crested jobs 
for Nigerians have gone 
comatose under the watch 
of  successive administra-
tions but promised to build 
a country where everybody 
would be proud of. Obi, who 
said he is in the race to take 
Nigeria to where it truly be-
longs , lamented that despite 
avalanche of  natural and hu-
man resources , the country 
was still suffering from mis-
management of  resources 
and opportunities even as 
most citizens wallow in hun-
gry and unemployment. 

Obi who also said the 
country had no reason to 
be under the burden of  
heavy debts, also said Ni-
geria’s economy would be 
export-based and self-reliant 
if  he enters Aso Rock next 
year.

He commended Abia 
State chapter of  Labour 
Party and other lovers of  de-
mocracy for their civil con-
ducts and appealed to Abi-
ans and Nigerians in general 
to key into Labour Party’s 
vehicle towards the restora-
tion of  the country to where 

it should be. Earlier in his 
address, the Governorship 
candidate of  LP in Abia, Dr 
Alex Otti condemned the 
plight of  Abians in the hands 
of  successive administrators 
of  Abia but promised that 
the days of  salvation is here.

Otti who urged Abia 
electorate to guard their 

votes against manipulation, 
warned that the State may 
not survive another round 
of  misrule by people who he 
said, are unprepared for gov-
ernance.

He commended Peter Obi 
for abandoning his thriving 
business concerns to join 
the race to rescue Nigeria, 

assuring that with Labour in 
charge of  Abia and Nigeria 
generally, there would be to-
tal positive turnaround. Top 
shots of  LP like Chief  Gin-
ger Onwusibe, Darlington 
Nwokocha, Obi Aguocha 
and their supporters from 
all over Abia were in attend-
ance during the rally.

FRSC debunks using POS on traffic
offences booked on patrol points
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

F
ederal Road Safety 
Command has de-
bunked rumours go-

ing on the social media that 
personnel on duty have been 
using Point Of  Service ma-
chine (POS) on traffic road 
offenders. Corps Public 
Education Officer, Feder-
al Road Safety Corps, As-
sisting Corps Marshal, Bisi 
Kazeem disclosed this to 
newsmen during the week in 
Abuja.

According to him, “Ow-
ing to the misrepresentation 
by a section of  the motor-
ing public on the use of  the 
Federal Road Safety Corps’ 
Electronic Booking Device 
(E-Tablet), one of  the Corps’ 
technological breakthroughs 
specifically designed for issu-
ing traffic offence tickets by 

patrol operatives as Point of  
Sale Machine (POS).

 The Corps wishes to in-
form the general public that 
it does not use, nor permit 
the use of  POS machines 
nor receive payment for 
fines of  traffic offences on 
patrol points”.

“As an ISO certified or-
ganization with global rec-
ognition for lead role in 
road safety administration 
and traffic management, 
the Corps has over the 
years developed transfor-
mational initiatives focused 
on People, Processes and 
Technology (PPT). This de-
velopment is strategic to the 
introduction of  technology 
into its operations to fade 
out the use of  booking sheet 
which is a manual way of  
recording traffic offenders’ 
information and replace it 
with a digital booking de-
vice”.

Uzodimma orders probe into invasion, killings
in Imo Community by security agents

T
he Executive Gov-
ernor of  Imo State, 
Hope Uzodimma, 

has ordered an investigation 
into Monday’s invasion of  

the Izombe community, 
which led to the deaths of  
residents and the destruc-
tion of  property by security 
agents.

The Imo State Commis-
sioner for Information and 
Strategy, Declan Emelum-
ba, made this known in 
a statement where he re-
vealed that the state govern-
ment was saddened by the 
development in the com-
munity. Emelumba, while 
attributing the killing to a 
fracas as a result of  oil theft 
in the community, revealed 
that the security agents 
went on a reprisal attack af-
ter one of  them was killed 
in the community.

The statement read in 
part, “The Imo State Gov-
ernment is saddened by 
the unfortunate events that 
occurred in Izombe, Oguta 
Local Government Area of  
the state recently, which led 
to the loss of  lives and de-
struction of  property.

“It is regrettable that the 
fracas between oil thieves 
and security agencies was 
allowed to snowball into 
fatal violence, despite gov-
ernment advice on the need 
for restraint from untoward 

acts, even in the face of  
provocation.

“The government also 
understands that the se-
curity agencies went on a 
reprisal attack after losing 
one of  their own. But since 
two wrongs cannot make a 
right, the matter, instead of  
abating, escalated. The gov-
ernment insists that no mat-
ter the situation, the rules 
of  engagement must always 
apply.

“The state government 
sympathizes with the fami-
lies of  those who lost either 
their loved ones or property 
in that ill-advised violence.

“The Executive Governor 
of  Imo State, His Excellen-
cy, Senator Hope Uzodim-
ma, has already ordered a 
holistic investigation into 
the remote and immediate 
causes of  the crisis.

“While the government 
awaits the report of  the in-
vestigation, both parties to 
the conflict are advised to 
maintain the peace.

“While the security agen-
cies are urged to always 
ensure the maintenance of  
rules of  engagement, the 
civilian populace is encour-
aged to refrain from provok-

ing the men in uniform, no 
matter the temptation.

“The government will 
continue to do all within its 
powers to ensure a harmo-
nious relationship among 
all segments of  the Imo 
populace.”

Findings revealed that 
the villagers had started re-
turning home after they fled 
during the invasion.

A community leader, 
Chinedu Nnadi, who spoke 
with some correspond-
ents on ground stated that 
though there was still pan-
ic in the community, peo-
ple who had run away had 
started returning home 
gradually.

He called on the state 
government to ensure that 
peace was permanently 
achieved in the community.

He said, “Our people 
have started coming home, 
gradually. The invasion of  
our community was horri-
ble. We even lost Dee Ce-
lestine as a result of  shock. 
Our market was burnt, 
with several houses razed. 
Let the state government 
permanently resolve this 
issue.”
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Court sets aside conviction of EFCC
boss for contempt
T

he High Court of  the 
Federal Capital Terri-
tory has set aside the 

contempt proceedings and 
all the orders of  conviction 
for contempt against the 
Chairman of  the Econom-
ic and Financial Crimes 
Commission, Abdulrasheed 
Bawa.

Justice Chizoba Oji set 
aside the proceedings on 
Thursday after hearing an 
application brought by the 
EFCC Chairman.

The application was 
brought pursuant to Section 
6(6) (a) and Section 36(1) of  
the constitution of  the Feder-
al Republic of  Nigeria 1999 
(as amended), Section 91 of  
the Sheriffs and Civil Pro-
cess Act, Cap S6 Laws of  the 
Federal Republic of  Nigeria 
2004 and other relevant en-
actments.

The court found that at 
the time of  the order, the 
EFCC Chairman was not 
in contempt of  court as he 

had complied with the order 
that the Respondent’s Range 
Rover be released and by sev-
eral internal memoranda, the 
Applicant had initiated the 
commission’s internal mech-
anism to ensure the payment 
of  the sum of  N40, 000,000 
to the Respondent.

Justice Chizoba Oji, in a 
ruling on Tuesday, had held 
that Bawa was in contempt of  
the order of  the court made 
on November 21, 2018, di-
recting the commission to 
return to an applicant, his 
Range Rover (super charge) 
and the sum of  N40 million.

She also ordered that Bawa 
should be committed to 
prison at Kuje Correctional 
Centre Abuja for his disobe-
dience, and continued dis-
obedience of  the said order 
until he purges himself  of  the 
contempt.

Justice Oji further directed 
the Inspector General of  Po-
lice, Usman Baba to ensure 
that the order of  this court is 

Governor Uzodimma at the opening ceremony of the 18th All Nigeria Editors Conference (ANEC) at Imo Concord Hotel, Owerri.

executed forthwith.
The judge rejected the ar-

guments put forward by the 
lawyer to the EFCC, Francis 
Jirbo to justify his client’s ac-
tion.

However, in response, the 
EFCC Chairman appealed 
the ruling.

Reacting to the judgement 
in a chat with journalists on 
Tuesday, Bawa said the law 
would take its natural course.

The anti-graft agency’s 
spokesman Wilson Uwu-
jaren also said the EFCC re-
ceived the news about Bawa 
with “shock”.

“The Economic and Fi-
nancial Crimes Commission, 
EFCC, received with shock, a 
report of  the ruling by Justice 
Chizoba Oji of  a High Court 
of  the Federal Capital Terri-
tory (FCT) in Maitama, Abu-
ja committing the Executive 

Chairman for contempt over 
the failure to comply with a 
November 21st, 2018 order 
of  the court directing the 
Commission to return seized 
assets comprising a Range 
Rover (Super charge) and 
the sum of  N40, 000,000.00 
(Forty Million Naira) to the 
applicant,” he said in a state-
ment on Tuesday.

“This ruling is surprising 
as it creates a wrong impres-
sion of  the person of  the 
Executive Chairman of  the 
EFCC as encouraging impu-
nity. As far as the relationship 
between the EFCC and the 
judiciary is concerned, The 
Executive Chairman, Mr. 
Abdulrasheed Bawa has been 
an apostle of  rule of  law, due 
process, and close collabora-
tion between the two insti-
tutions in justice administra-
tion. As an investigator, and 

the only Chief  Executive of  
a law enforcement agency 
who regularly goes to court, 
the Executive Chairman will 
not tolerate impunity or dis-
regard any lawful orders of  
court.

“Abdulrasheed Bawa, in 
his capacity as Executive 
Chairman of  the EFCC 
since March 5, 2022, did not 
disregard any order of  court. 
For the benefit of  the public, 
the said order of  the FCT 
High Court was given on No-
vember 21, 2018, three years 
before Abdulrasheed became 
EFCC Chairman. This fact 
is germane as the contempt 
process is quasi-criminal in 
nature and must be served 
on the person involved. In 
this case, Bawa as incumbent 
chairman of  the EFCC was 
neither served form 48 nor 
form 49.

“Despite this fact, the Ex-

ecutive Chairman, upon be-
ing aware of  the said order 
of  November 21st, 2018 had 
released the Range Rover in 
question to the Applicant on 
the 27th of  June, 2022, and 
had approved the process of  
the release of  the remaining 
N40m.

“Taking into cognizance 
the procedural lapse in the 
contempt proceedings the 
commission has initiated a 
process to set aside the entire 
contempt proceedings and 
committal of  the Executive 
Chairman for contempt.

“Despite the discomfort 
of  this ruling which is seem-
ingly promoted by misin-
formation, the commission 
remains committed to work-
ing closely with the judiciary 
in furtherance of  the fight 
against economic and finan-
cial crimes in Nigeria.”

Buhari denies having house in UK 

P
resident Muhammadu 
Buhari on Wednesday 
said he met with His 

Royal Majesty, King Charles 
III in Buckingham Palace 
to foster Nigeria’s bilateral 
relationship with the United 
Kingdom.

In an interview after meet-
ing the 73-year-old monarch, 
Buhari said King Charles III 
asked him whether he has a 
house in the UK or not.

“He (King Charles III) 
asked me whether I have a 
house here (in the UK), I said 
no. I live in Nigeria alone, the 
only house I have are those I 
have before I got into gov-
ernment and I am not very 
much interested in having 
houses all over the place. I 
feel much freer when I have 
nothing,” the President said.

On the purpose of  his visit 
to the revered monarch, Bu-
hari said Nigeria is a large 
market and it is only wise for 

the business relationship be-
tween the two countries to be 
nurtured.

“Firstly, we are to meet 
with the king in Kigali but 
unfortunately, the meeting 
was postponed. He is inter-
ested very much in Nigeria, 
maybe because of  Nigeria’s 
relationship with Britain for 
long, our economic strength, 
I think we are still of  great at-
tachment to them,” he said.

Nigeria, formerly a Great 
Britain colony, had attained 
independence on October 
1, 1960 during the reign of  
Queen Elizabeth II who died 
in September 2022 at the ripe 
age of  96.

Buhari said the current 
monarch, who was crowned 
king after the passing of  his 
mother, “speaks very well of  
Nigeria and wants the rela-
tionship to continue and if  
possible improve”.

 “Most economic, Nige-

rian businessmen and Brit-
ish men want to continue 
to work together. Let them 
make sure that the relation-
ship is improved instead of  
being allowed to go down,” 
the President said.

Furthermore, the Presi-
dent said there is no going 
back on the planned rede-
sign of  the N1,000, N500 
and N200 bank notes, add-
ing that politicians won’t be 
allowed to mobilise resourc-
es and thugs to intimidate 
voters in the 2023 general 
elections.

He also said the policy an-
nounced by the Governor of  
the Central Bank of  Nigeria 
(CBN), Godwin Emefiele on 
October 26, 2022 has come 
to stay.

“No going back,” Buhari 
said of  the decision to rede-
sign the three naira notes.

“My aim is to make sure 
that Nigerians believe that 

we respect them as an ad-
ministration.

“So, Nigerians should vote 
for whoever they like from 
whichever political party. 
Nobody will be allowed to 
mobilise resources and thugs 
to intimidate people in any 
constituency. That is what I 
want to go down in Nigerian 
history for as a leader.”

King Charles III had writ-
ten to the Nigerian presi-
dent, sympathising with him 
over the devastating floods 
that have killed hundreds 
and displaced millions in the 
West African nation.

Buhari travelled to Lon-
don on October 31 for “rou-
tine medical check-up”.

This is not the first time 
the President will travel to 
London for medical check-
up in 2022. Buhari was in 
the United Kingdom in 
March and in July for med-
ical purpose.

Abia CP, Bala seeks synergy 
with Ohafia Army Brigade 
Commander 

T
he newly deployed 
Commissioner of  
Police in Abia State, 

CP Mustapha Mohammed 
Bala on Wednesday paid a 
courtesy visit to the 14th 
Commander in charge of  
the 14 Brigade of  Nigerian 
Army, Brigadier General 
Adegoke Moses Adetuyi 
at the Brigade Headquar-
ters Goodluck Ebele Jon-
athan Barracks in Ohafia. 
He said the visit is to create 
a good relationship with 
the Nigerian Army in the 
state and foster synergy for 
effective service delivery 
to the people of  the state. 
“I need the collaboration, 
engagement, support, and 
synergy,” he told news-
men.

 He stressed that on his 
own he needs the support 
of  the Army to ensure safe-
ty in the state and ensure 
effective service delivery 
and protection of  lives and 
property. He assured the 
commander that the police 
will work together with the 
Army and is willing to an-
swer whenever he is called 
upon as he takes over the 
mantle and leadership of  
the state police. “I look for-
ward to seeing a good re-
lationship with the Army,” 
he said. While receiving 
the commissioner of  po-
lice, the commander in 
charge Brigadier General 
Adegoke Moses Adetuyi 

said the visit is an honor 
and an indication of  the 
CP’s experience in the job. 
His words “The way you 
are seeking the support of  
the army is the same way 
the army is seeking for 
your support”.

 He assured him that 
the 14 Brigade Army un-
der his watch will give 
all the necessary support 
that is required to secure 
the state and it’s environ 
to ensure that there is 
peace and security. The 
Area Commander Ohafia 
ACP Raymond Eneagbo 
thanked the brigade com-
mander and his officers 
for the good relationship 
with the police, especially 
on patrol, and appealed to 
the Army to continue the 
good work they have been 
doing together with the po-
lice. Highlight of  the visit 
is the presentation of  an 
award to the commission-
er of  police CP Mustapha 
Mohammed as a sign of  
appreciation for the visit to 
the Command.

The newly promoted CP, 
was the former Deputy 
Commissioner of  Police, 
State Criminal Investiga-
tion Department Owerri 
Imo State. He is currently 
the 32nd commissioner of  
police in Abia State Com-
mand since the separation 
of  Abia from the old Imo 
State.



v e r  s i n c e E2 2 0 7 b y T b a l l y 
debuted her little 

satin mini gown, many 
celebrities have worn it, but 
who wore it best?

The simplicity of  this 
short high slit mini dress and 
the detailing of  the neckline 
is the reason it's a favourite 
of  many. 

Tiwa Savage 

merican rapper, 

Aa c t o r ,  a n d 
e n t r e p r e n e u r 

Curtis James Jackson III, 
better known by his stage 
n a m e ,  5 0  C e n t ,  i s 
developing a television 
series about well-known 
con artist Ramon Abbas, 
p o p u l a r l y  k n o w n  a s 
Hushpuppi. 

50 cent shared the news 
on his Instagram page on 
Wednesday November 9th, 
2022 with  a  photo of  
Hushpuppi writing; "For 
my scammers I gotta do this 
one,  Hushpuppi series 
coming soon!" 

Prior to 50 Cent's news, 
Universal Pictures, Will 
Packer Productions, and 
Mo Abudu's EbonyLife 
acquired the rights to the 
Bloomberg article "The Fall 
of  the Billionaire Gucci 
M a s t e r , "  a b o u t  t h e 
I n s t a g r a m  i n f l u e n c e r 
Hushpuppi in 2021. This 
move got mostly negative 
reactions from Nigerians. 

i ge r i an  s inge r, 

NDavid Adeleke, 
aka Davido, has 

postponed his upcoming 
A r e  We  A f r i c a n  Ye t 
(A.W.A.Y)  fes t iva l  to 
honour his son, the late 
Ifeanyi Adeleke.

T h e  s i n g e r ' s 
m a n a g e m e n t ,  i n  a 
statement issued on the 
festival's Twitter handle, 
apologised to fans for the 
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  a n d 
promised to make it up.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
statement, this is part of  
Davido's desire to spend 
more time with his family 
during this challenging time 
of  mourning.

The statement reads: 
“We have made the difficult 
but necessary decision to 
postpone A.W.A.Y Festival 
until November 18, 2023. 
To all ticket buyers, your 
tickets will be honoured for 
the 2023 date. Thank you 
for understanding, and we 
look forward to seeing you 
all in the near future.”

The singer reportedly, 
on Monday, appeared on 
Instagram for the first time 
after he was bereaved to 
deactivate his late son's 
Instagram account and 
unfollowed DJ Cuppy and 
Femi Otedola.

Already popular for his 
flamboyant lifestyle, the 
popular Nigerian got more 
notoriety after his arrest in 
D u b a i ,  U n i t e d  A r a b 
Emirates (UAE), in June 
2020. He was taken into 
custody on several counts of  
c y b e r c r i m e  a n d  l a t e r 
extradited to the USA on 
c h a r g e s  o f  m o n e y 
laundering and computer 
fraud. According to court 
records provided by the US 
Depar tment of  Justice 
(DoJ), Hushpuppi entered a 

guilty plea in April 2021 to 
accusa t ions  o f  mul t i -
million dollar fraud brought 
by the US government. 

Ten months after his 
arrest, he entered a guilty 
p l e a  t o  o n e  c o u n t  o f  
conspi racy  to  commit 
money laundering in April 
2 0 2 1 .  A s  p r e v i o u s l y 
reported, Hushpuppi will 
serve 11 years in prison and 
pay $1.7M to two fraud 
v i c t i m s  a f t e r  b e i n g 
sentenced by Judge Otis D. 
Wright II. 

i g e r i a n  m u s i c 

Ncrooner, Wizkid has 
revealed that he is 

making changes to the lyrics 
of  his music because of  his 
kids.

In his recent interview 
with Guardian UK, Wizkid 
said, “Now I am more careful 
with what I put in my songs 
because my kids listen to my 
songs.”

Following his new album, 
More Love Less Ego, the 
multiple-award winner said, 
“Alongside managing my ego, 
one other aim for this new 
chapter is to live forever. I 
recently went to see Bob 
Marley's musical, 'Get Up, 
Stand Up!' I was like, 'Yo, 
we're watching a Bob Marley 
play, and this guy died decades 

ago.”
The 32-year-old said, ”Bob 

Marley did so much at a young 
age I didn't even know that he 
died at 36. It just reaffirms 
what I do, and I have to keep 
taking this to the highest 
heights. Because I know one 
day, they are definitely going 
to create a play about me.”

Waje also wore a green 
version of  this dress, but 
peep her green shoes, they 
look so beautiful. 

Tolu Bally 
Tolu, the designer of  this 

dress also launched the 
outfit, the colour and fit on 
her was also so thrilling. 

We believe Tiwa bodied 
the dress more. Who do you 
think wore it best?

Tiwa went all black with 
her take on this outfit. She 
chose black court stilettos as 
the footwear. As they say 
you can never go wrong with 
a little black dress. 

Osas Ighodaro 
For her birthday, Osas 

wore the pink version of  this 
dress and silver strappy 
heels. 

Waje 
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he advisable things Tto say and do when a 
man or woman's 

interest in you is expressly 
sexual and nothing more.

Because there seems to 
be a willingness on the part 
o f  eve r yo n e  [ wo m e n , 
especially] to hear a clear 
expression of  intent when 
someone starts hovering 
ove r  t h e i r  s p a c e,  i t ' s 
becoming commoner by the 
day to see people open up 
about their real interests 
even when these do not 
really toe the line of  the 
traditional relationship that 
society is familiar with. 

So, while a guy's interest 
in a babe would 'normally' 
be to woo her, date her, get 
her into a relationship with 
him and do relationship 
things with the intention of  
getting married somewhere 

o you really need Dmoney to fall in 
love?

Many people believe 
you need money to love but 
is it really necessary? The 
argument has been that 
without money you cannot 
love or love isn't 'sweet' but 
do you need it? 

We need to investigate 
the claim properly, and we 
have come up with some 
reasons why love in the 
'trenches' still makes sense. 

1. You are sure they love 
you for you 

When you have money, 
you easily get confused 
about why they love you. 
Do they love you for who 
you are or for what you give? 
Love in the trenches is the 
purest form of  love. 

2.  Real  romance is 

i rs t  dates  are  so Fimportant, that's the 
first time you are 

getting introduced to a 
person who might end up 
being a partner and of  
course, you have to look and 
dress the part.

Sweatpants 
Sweatpants say you 

don't want to be there or you 
were forced on the date. The 
only place you should wear 
sweatpants is when you are 
sleeping on your bed or 
going to pick up groceries at 
the supermarket. 

Crocs 
Crocs mean you are 

generally nonchalant. 
Crocs can go either way, 

it can either mean you are 

unemployed or you are rich. 
If  you come out of  a Land 
Rover in crocs, it's good, but 
if  you come from the street 
because you are trekking to 
the date, crocs is a bad idea. 

Jeans 
Jeans mean that you 

want to keep things cool and 

c a s u a l ,  y o u  a r e  n o t 
unserious, but you are not 
too serious either. Jeans are 
a l w a y s  a  g o o d  i d e a , 
especially for women. Men 
can wear chinos. 

Jumpsuit 
When a woman wears a 

jumpsuit, know that there is 

d e f i n i t e l y  n o  s e x , 
smooching or cuddling. A 
jumpsuit says you can look, 
but you can't touch. 

Kaftan and pants 
Trad means I'm serious 

about you, and I possibly 
want to get married to you - 
next week if  possible. 

devoid of  materialism 
Taking you out of  the 

country in a jet, and buying 
you the latest gadgets, 
flowers or clothes doesn't 
mean they love you. 

Love is about respect, 
kindness and selflessness, 
and it cannot be bought. It 
was Jennifer Lopez who 
said love don't cost a thing 
and she was right. 

3 .  Yo u  c a n  b u i l d 
together 

That you started in the 
trenches doesn't mean you 
will remain in them. Most 
of  our parents started from 
scratch with each other. 
Both of  you should spend 
time building each other's 
life and wealth so you can do 
a 'how we started' vs 'how 
we ended' picture. 

4. You are truly intimate 

Intimacy sometimes 
doesn't mean eating at the 
finest restaurant meanwhile 
you both are on your phones 
and only interested in 
posting for Instagram. 
Sometimes, sharing a meal 
you cooked together and 
paying attention to each 
other  i s  the  height  of  
intimacy. 

5. You can be focused 
on your path 

Gett ing married to 
someone because of  what 
they can give to you is 
always a bad idea. You 
should rather be focused on 
having your own. You both 
should have money. It's an 
imbalance if  one has one 
and the other is leeching on 
the other person. 

down the line, things are not 
v e r y  m u c h  t h e  s a m e 
anymore. 

While there are still 
relationships like this, we're 
seeing more people being 
just content to do all these 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h i n g s , 
including sex, without any 
intention to be committed to 
each other in any way, let 
alone marry. 

Whether they call it 
chilling, casual sex, one 
night stands, sare wa gba's, 
friendship with benefits or 
some other voguish word, 
the essence remains the 
same – some people no 
longer need exclusiveness or 
the promise of  commitment 
to initiate a 'relationship.' 

However,  th is  only 
works best when both the 
guy and the babe are on the 
same page about the whole 

thing from the onset. If  one 
person, say the guy, wants to 
j u s t  e n j o y  t h e  c a r n a l 
pleasures of  a 'relationship' 
while the woman, desires the 
w h o l e  n i n e  y a r d s  – 
exclusiveness, commitment, 
deep conversations and all – 
such relationship is bound to 
fail and should not even be 
begun in the first instance 
because of  the massive 
difference in the desires of  
both the guy and the babe. 

Mind you, not all guys 
wi l l  express  the i r  r ea l 
intentions especially if  they 
know it won't get them what 
they want. [Sorry, guys. We 
all know it works this way 
more times than it does the 
other.] 

So, when a guy, spurred 
by the desire of  women for 
c o m p l e t e  h o n e s t y  o f  
intentions nobly asks you for 

a purely sexual relationship, 
what should your response 
be? 

Of  course, depending on 
the phase you're at and what 
you desire from relationships 
at that particular time, your 
answer should be one of  the 
following: 

Say yes 
If  you're at your savage 

phase or any other stage 
w h e r e  s e x u a l 
e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  a n d 
'shallow' relationship suits 
you, of  course you would 
want to say yes provided that 
you're attracted to the guy in 
q u e s t i o n  a m o n g  o t h e r 

ow do you build an Hintense intimacy in 
your relat ionship 

without getting sexual with 
your boo?

Although, it's true that sex 
helps reach some deep level of  
emotional connection, but in 

romantic relationships, it's 
meant to build on the existence 
of  things like trust, love, 
respect,  communication, 
dependability and other nice 
traits people crave in partners. 

In other words, intimacy is 
not built solely on sex. As a 
matter of  fact, there are 
relationships wherein celibacy 
and deep intimacy ride side by 
side. 

So, how does that work? 
How do you build an intense 
intimacy in your relationship 
without getting sexual with 
your boo? 

1 .  L a t e  n i g h t 
conversations 

If  you have been there 
b e f o r e  y o u  k n o w  h o w 
p r o f o u n d ,  r e l a x i n g  a n d 
therapeutic this is. 

When the noise of  the city 
dies down and the only voice 
you can hear is your bae's. 
When the distractions are 
gone and every sound, every 
inflection of  his deep, raspy 
voice reaches deep into your 
soul and every breath is 
pronounced… 

Y e s ,  t h a t  t y p e  o f  
c o nve r s a t i o n .  I t  w o r k s 
wonders and you really need to 
do more of  it if  you intend to 
be closer without having sex. 

2. Cooking together 
What else bonds people 

better than food? 
I mean, we all know how 

much bond people build over 

dinner, lunch dates and all 
that. 

You can actually unlock a 
different level of  this fun by 
making the meals… together. 

It's not even about the food 
most times. It's the pleasurable 
experience of  getting the 
ingredients together, and the 
companionship of  spending 
time together, making those 
groceries into something [in] 
edible. 

3. Doing each other's 
things 

H e r e ' s  o n e  t h i n g 
beautifully exemplified by my 
friends' relationship. 

He is a techie and his girl is 
a fashion entrepreneur. The 
both of  them take turns 
attending events on each 
other's fields of  specialization. 

I  be t  they 'd  bo th  be 
clueless and lost at certain 
points of  those meetings but 
then the effort at wanting to 
know so much about each 
other, the willingness to delve 
so deep into each other's 
worlds and understand what 
excites and flames up their 
passions. That's something 
priceless and truly a driving 
force at growing a lot more 
intimate. 

And of  course, the time it 
also affords them to spend 
t o g e t h e r  c a n  n e v e r  b e 
underemphasized. 

factors. And that's just fine. 
Say no 
If  you don't want such 

affairs, of  course the answer 
w i l l  h a v e  t o  b e  a n 
unequivocal no. While this 
kind of  unconventional 
honesty may feel refreshing, 
don't be moved into giving 
him an inch. Don't think that 
honesty qualifies him as 
good friendship material. If  
he's already expressed a 
desire to get into your panties 
and you're not cut out for 
s u c h  c a s u a l  s e x u a l 
relationships, run. Keeping 
him close might really not be 
healthy for your decision. 

What you shouldn't say 
If  you don't want to have 

sex with a guy don't tell him 
it's because you're not in a 
relationship with him. If  you 
do this, you give him a cheat 
code and he'll explore it to 
your detriment. He will 
likely fake a relationship with 
you just to get what he wants 
before ghosting so neatly on 
your naïve a** 

Tell him that your refusal 
in casual sex is because you 
are not interested at all, 
regardless of  the relationship 
s tatus.  Whether  you ' re 
dating or not, you don't want 
sex. That's the way to go. 
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ou need to be careful Yabout what you put 
in your mouth if  you 

have diabetes.
When the pancreas can 

no longer generate insulin or 
when the  body cannot 
effectively use the insulin, 
people develop diabetes. 
Though they are different 
types, each affects the body 
in different ways. 

The National Institute 
of  Diabetes and Digestive 
and Kidney Diseases notes 
that  those with type 2 
diabetes need to eat food that 
c o n t a i n s  a  r a n g e  o f  
nutritious like proteins, fats, 
and carbohydrates to help 

tomach ulcers also 

Sknown as peptic ulcers 
happens in at least one 

out of  ten adults and it 
b e c o m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y 
common. These ulcers can 
be formed in the small 
intestine or the oesophagus. 

For ulcer, a painful sore 
forms around the stomach 
usually when the thick layer 
of  mucus meant to protect 
the stomach digestive juices 
is reduced in which case, the 
digestive acids eats away the 
tissues lining the stomach! 

Stomach Ulcers should 
be  t r ea ted  a s  soon  a s 
possible which can cure it 
but if  left untreated, the area 
will keep eating away which 
can cause perforation, then 
eventually bleeding where it 
becomes fatal! (Stomach 
ulcer operations are usually 
not the best as they come 
w i t h  a d v e r s e  e f f e c t s 
especially for ladies so its 
best to get diagnosed early 
and start off  treatments) 

Before stomach ulcer 
degenerates or not sure what 
symptoms to watch out for, 
take a look below: 

1. Heartburn 
Heartburns are pointers 

for  s tomach u lcers.  A 
burning sensation in the 
chest can happen due to 
intake of  spicy foods but if  it 

persists and over the counter 
drugs don't provide relief, 
see a doctor. 

2. Hiccups and Burps 
W h e n  h i c c u p s  a n d 

burps are persistent after 
eating or taking water or just 
'naturally' (which isn't) then 
it's time to see a doctor for 
proper examination. 

3. Stomach Pain 
Per s i s t en t  s tomach 

pain/sharp or dagger-like 
pain in the stomach may 
form early pointers  to 
stomach ulcers and this 
should be taken care off  as 
soon as possible. 

4. Bloating 
Bloat ing  or  fee l ing 

f  you are from the Is o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  
Nigeria and you are 

familiar with the popular 
pepper soup or ukodo 
(yam/plantain pepper 
soup dish), then you must 
have come across the uda 
seed. 

Th i s  sp i ce  i s  a l so 
common in other parts of  
Niger ia  and  in  o ther 
African countries l ike 

a n t i - i n f l a m m a t o r y 
properties, uda seed also 
promotes wound healing. 

3) Helps to prevent 
and treat malaria 

Uda seed has also been 
r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e 
antimalarial properties and 
also relieve the symptoms 
o f  malar ia .  Frequent 
consumption of  meals 
containing uda seed can 
also help in preventing 
malaria. 

4 )  R e l i e v e  f o r 
respiratory diseases 

In addit ion to the 
above, uda seed is anti-
hepatotoxic and also has 
anti-bacterial properties. 
This means uda seed can 
help relieve diseases such 
as common cold, bacterial 
pneumonia and other 
r e l a t e d  r e s p i r a t o r y 
diseases. 

It is no wonder a good 
bowl  o f  pe pper  soup 

prepared with uda seed can 
help with a blocked nose. 

5 )  H e l p s  r e l i e v e 
toothaches 

Uda seed can also help 
with toothaches. This is 
d u e  t o  i t s  a n t i -
i n f l a m m a t o r y  a n d 
antibacterial properties. 
There are some reports that 
say over the years, uda seed 
h a s  b e e n  u s e d  a s  a 
mouthwash. 

E th iop ia ,  Cameroon, 
Senegal and Ghana. The 
Uda seed also referred to as 
Negro pepper is used to 
a d d  f l a v o r  t o  f o o d s 
especially pepper soup. 

Apart from the rich 
flavour of  uda seed, this 
spice has some amazing 
health benefits. Here are 
five health benefits of  uda 
seed. 

1)  Helps  you lose 
weight 

For persons looking to 
lose weight, Uda seed can 
be of  great help. This is 
because this spice helps to 
boost metabolism, thereby 
helping to promote weight 
loss. 

2 )  I t  h a s  a n t i -
inflammatory properties 

U d a  s e e d  i s  a l s o 
beneficial if  you are trying 
to treat inflammation such 
as swelling, boils, pain etc. 
This spice contains beta-
caryophyllene which is 
anti-inflammatory and it is 
also helpful for persons 
with  rheumatism and 
associated pains. Due to its 

h e av y  eve n  w h e n  n o t 
necessarily filled up with 
food is another sign that 
could indicate stomach 
ulcer 

5. Indigestion 
Indigestion is another 

common sign that indicates 
stomach ulcer. If  after eating 
anything and there 's  a 
p e r s i s t e n t  f e e l i n g  o f  
discomfort or feeling of  
indigestion, see a doctor. 

6. Nausea 
A constant nauseous 

feeling especially after 
eating is something to be 
addressed by  see ing  a 
physician. 

small. 
Best options 
The best dairy products 

include 1% or skim milk, 
low-fat yoghurt, low-fat 
cottage cheese or low-fat or 
nonfat sour cream. 

Worst options 
You want to stay away 

from regular yoghurt, ice 
cream, cottage cheese, sour 
cream and whole milk. 

Fruits 
Fruits are good for you if  

you are diabetic. They give 
you carbohydrates, vitamins, 
minerals, and fibre and are 
low in salt and sugar. 

Best options 
The best options are 

whole grains. 
Worst options 
Grains that have been 

processed, like white rice or 
white flour, cereals that are 
high in sugar and low in 
complete grains, white bread 
and, fried potato. 

Vegetables 
Eat a lot of  vegetables if  

you are diabetic because they 
have low fat and salt. 

Best options 
The best vegetables are 

fresh and green ones like 
spinach, lettuce, onions, 
carrots and kale. 

Worst options 
Your worst options are 

canned vegetables that have a 

keep your blood sugar level 
in your target range and 
prevent significant swings 
t h a t  c a n  c a u s e  t y p e  2 
diabetes. 

Some of  the symptoms 
of  type 2 diabetes include 
frequent urination and thirst 
from high blood sugar to 
fatigue, headaches, and 
mood swings from low blood 
sugar, the key is ultimately 
choosing foods that are 
naturally rich in nutrients 

The best  and worst 
mea l s  fo r  peop le  wi th 
diabetes are listed below; 

Dairy 
You don't want to eat a 

lot of  fat, keep your portion 

farm fresh fruits, plain frozen 
fruit, fruit canned without 
a d d e d  s u g a r,  a n d  j a m 
w i t h o u t  s u g a r  a n d 
preservatives. 

Worst options 
You want to stay away 

from fruit punch, fruit juice, 
canned fruits with added 
sugar and preservatives, and 
canned fruits with syrup. 

Carbohydrates 
T h e  b o d y  n e e d s 

carbohydra tes  but  you 
should make wise decisions. 

Best options 
Brown rice, oatmeal, 

millet, or examples of  whole 
grains, baked sweet potato 
and food prepared with 

lot of  salt or vegetables made 
with cheese or butter. 

Protein 
You have a lot of  choices 

when it comes to protein. 
Best options 
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 

A m e r i c a n  D i a b e t e s 
Association: Plant-based 
proteins including tofu, 
beans, nuts, seafood and fish, 
poultry, including chicken 
(choose the breast meat) 
eggs, and low-fat dairy, are 
some of  the options for 
protein. 

Worst options 
T h e  wo r s t  k i n d  o f  

protein is fried meat, meat 
that has a lot of  fat like 
chicken ribs, cheese, pork, 
fried fish and poultry with 
skin. 

Best and worst foods for people with diabetes

Symptoms of stomach ulcer

Health benefits of Uda
seed 



uper  Eag le s  head 

Scoach, Jose Peseiro, 
has revealed reasons 

why top clubs like Chelsea, 
Manchester United, Real 
Madrid and Tottenham 
Hotspur are interested in 
Victor Osimhen.

Osimhen has hugged the 
headlines for his scoring 
prowess since linking up 
with Napoli from Ligue 1 
club Lille in 2020.

This season, the 23-year-
old has scored nine goals in 
13 games in all competitions 

homas Tuchel has Twarned his successor 
at Chelsea, Graham 

Potter, that “nobody trusts 
the process anymore”.

After a fine start at 
Stamford Bridge, Potter's 
men have suffered a dip 
lately.

The former Brighton 
b o s s  h a s  c o m e  i n  f o r 
increasing scrutiny already, 
with defeat to Arsenal in the 
Premier League followed by 
a Carabao Cup exit at the 
hands of  Manchester City.

uper Eagles midfielder, 

SJoe Aribo will now work 
under a new manager at 

P r e m i e r  L e a g u e  c l u b 
Southampton, following the 
appointment  of  Nathan 
Jones.

The South Coast club 
confirmed the appointment of  
Jones on Thursday morning.

The 49-year-old was 

ccording to trusted 

At rans fe r  webs i te, 
Fichajes,  English 

Premier  League leaders 
Arsenal have joined the race 
in the battle for Nigeria 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  S a m u e l 
Chukwueze.

The Gunners are in the 
market for a backup for 
England star Bukayo Saka on 
the r ight  s ide,  with the 
inexperienced Marquinhos 
also seeking a loan move away 
from the Emirates Stadium.

M i k e l  A r t e t a  h a s , 
h o w e v e r ,  i d e n t i f i e d 
Chukwueze, a player who has 
plenty of  experience at the top 
level at a young age, a smart 

move but the Gunners boss 
will face stiff  competition 
f r o m  U n a i  E m e r y , 
Chukwueze's former boss in 
Spain, who recently joined 
Aston Villa following the 
sacking of  Steven Gerrard.

“Arsenal, Aston Villa and 
Everton could wage a battle 
for the signature of  Samuel 
Chukwueze, who has the 
characteristics to succeed in 
the Premier League,” the 
website wrote.

Chukwueze is an exciting 
young winger who came 
through the Villarreal youth 
team and has already made 24 
appearances playing for the 
Super Eagles at just 23.

previously in charge of  Sky 
Bet Championship club, 
Luton Town.

Jones penned a three-
and-half-year contract with 
the Saints.

Southampton sacked 
Austrian tactician, Ralph 
H a s e n h u t t l  l a s t  w e e k 
following a string of  poor 
results.

Aribo has made 14 league 
appearances for Southampton 
this season, with two goals to 
his name.

The Nigerian arrived at 
the St Mary's Stadium from 
Scottish Premiership giants 
G l a s g o w  R a n g e r s  l a s t 
summer.

he World Wrestling TEntertainment in 
conjunction with its 

S u b - S a h a r a n  A f r i c a 
b r o a d c a s t  p a r t n e r , 
S u p e r S p o r t ,  h a v e 
announced a continent-
wide talent search to find 
A f r i c a ' s  n e x t  W W E 
Superstar. 

The  campaign  was 
announced in an interactive 
media briefing in Lagos, to 
herald Lagos as the host city 
for a multi-day tryout in 
February 2023. 

WWE Head of  Talent 
Operations and Strategy, 
James Kimball, led the 
delegations from the US to 
meet with the SuperSports 
team led by the Chief  
Executive of  SuperSports, 
Marc Jury. 

According to Kimball, 
the search for Africa's Next 
WWE Superstar “is now 
open to Nigerians and 
citizens of  other African 
c o u n t r i e s  a n d  t h e i r 
s u b m i s s i o n s  w i l l  b e 
accepted until December 
18.”

“Interested candidates 
are  to  submit  a  v ideo 
highlighting their potential 
t o  b e c o m e  a  W W E 
S u p e r s t a r.  S u c c e s s f u l 

development hub for WWE 
and we look forward to 
w o r k i n g  w i t h  o u r 
tremendous partners in 
Nigeria at SuperSport. 

“ O u r  t a r g e t  i s  t o 
uncover the next generation 
of  superstars through this 
program,” Kimball said. 

Similarly, Marx Jury, 
for the SuperSports team 
said that the continent 
abounds with athletes and 
this would be a perfect 
opportunity to showcase 
fresh talents. 

“There is a massive 
appetite among African 

audiences for WWE action 
and enter tainment,  we 
expect this initiative to be 
very popular with aspirants. 

“ S u p e r S p o r t  l o o k s 
forward to tel l ing this 
exciting story in the weeks 
and months to come.”Jury 
said.

Jury added that  WWE 
and MultiChoice recently 
a n n o u n c e d  a  m a j o r 
broadcast partnership that 
would see Showmax, the 
leading streaming service 
available in the region, 
become the new home of  
WWE Network in Africa.

applicants will be invited to 
participate in the Lagos 
tryout in February 2023. 

A select number of  
tryout participants will be 
awarded an all-expense-paid 
experience to continue their 
tryout journey alongside 
current and prospective 
WWE superstars, ahead of  
WrestleMania 39 in Los 
Angeles in April 2023.” 

Kimball said that at the 
end  a  fu l l - t ime  WWE 
developmental contract 
might be offered to the top-
performing participants 
who would then begin their 
new career at the WWE 
Centre in Orlando, Florida.

Kimball added that 
Africa is a focal point of  
their renewed global talent 
recruitment strategy and 
this initiative in Lagos 
would launch what they 
envision to become a year-
round multi-country effort 
to cultivate relationships. 

“We at WWE identify 
talent that will resonate with 
our passionate and loyal 
A f r i c a n  f a n b a s e  e ve r 
i n c r e a s i n g  i n  A f r i c a 
especially in Nigeria. 

“ T h e  r e g i o n  h a s 
incredible potential to serve 
as a meaningful talent 

For Tuchel, angst at 
Chelsea cannot extend 
beyond a “short period” or 
Potter will find little buy-in 
to his methods.

“ M y  ex p e r i e n c e  i n 
Chelsea, Paris, Dortmund 
and Mainz, it is about the 

results.
“You can overcome one 

loss, a short period… but it 
cannot be too long otherwise 
nobody trusts the process no 
more,” Tuchel told the 
Ay u r ve d i c  H e a l i n g  & 
Beyond Podcast.

for Napoli.
Osimhen is currently 

one of  the most sought-after 
forwards in the world at the 
moment.

Peseiro stated that no 
club in the world would pass 
away the chance to have 
Osimhen in their squad 
because of  his qualities.

“He scores a lot and he is 
young. It is certainly not 
ea sy,  u sua l ly  a  cen te r 
forward finds this level later 
on, ” Peseiro told Italian 
website, Tuttomercatoweb.

“But he always scores 
goals, at this moment, I don't 
think I'm wrong if  I say that 
every team in the world 
wants to buy him.

“He knows how to press, 
he knows how to score, he 
knows how to use his body. 
He would know how to play 
in all teams.”

Osimhen is expected to 
be named in Nigeria's squad 
f o r  t h e  u p c o m i n g 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f r i e n d ly 
against Portugal.
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Why big clubs are interested in Osimhen – Super Eagles boss, Peseiro

Nobody trusts the process anymore
– Tuchel warns Potter

EPL: Aribo gets new manager at
Southampton

WWE to host Africa
wrestling tryouts in Lagos 

Arsenal, Everton, Villa battle
for Chukwueze 

OsimhenPeseiro
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Tuchel Potter
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iger ian s t r iker , 

NVictor Osimhen, is 
on the radar of  

S p a n i s h  g i a n t s ,  R e a l 
M a d r i d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o 
reports in Italy. 

R e a l  M a d r i d  a r e 
looking to the Serie A for 
their next striker and the 
Napoli man is of  interest to 
the Champions League 
holders. 

The 23-year-old arrived 
at Napoli after a club-record 
€70m transfer from Lille in 
2020 and quickly adapted to 
life in Italy. 

Leao, who is of  the 
same age and is also on 
M a d r i d ' s  r a d a r ,  w a s 
Osimhen's teammate at 
Lille back in 2019 before 
being priced away to Milan. 
He was spectacular last 
campaign, helping Milan to 
their first Serie A title since 

dinson Cavani will Emiss  Va lenc ia ' s 
match against Real 

Betis on Thursday as the 
Uruguay striker recovers 
from an ankle injury with 
only two weeks to go until 
their World Cup opener 
against South Korea.

V a l e n c i a  c o a c h 
Gennaro Gattuso said he 
hoped Cavani can feature 
at the tournament in Qatar 
despite his right ankle still 
being swollen.

“Edi in the last five or 
s i x  d a y s  h a s  d o n e 
everything to be able to 

play but the ankle is very 
swollen and in pain,” 
G a t t u s o  t o l d  a  n ew s 
conference on Wednesday.

“He has shown great 
availability but he can't 
train.”

T h e  3 5 - y e a r - o l d 
attacker has scored four 
goals in seven games this 
L a L i g a  s e a s o n  w i t h 
Valencia, but the coach 
revea led  he  has  been 
r e c e i v i n g  c o n s t a n t 
treatment after he was 
f o r c e d  o f f  a g a i n s t 
Barcelona at the end of  
October.

the 2010-11 season, scoring 
a career-high 11 league 
goals, and has hit form this 
term, too.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Calciomercato, the only 
thing standing between 
Madrid and the deal to take 
away one of  Serie A's 
leading attackers to Spain is 
the contract of  31-year-old 
winger Eden Hazard. 

n the 19th minute of  IManchester United's 3-1 
loss to Aston Villa on 

Sunday, David De Gea set a 
new Premier League record 
and this time, it wasn't to do 
with the amount of  saves he 
had made in a match, or how 
many one-on-ones in a game 
he managed to stop the 
attacker from scoring in.

On November 6, 2022, 
the Spanish goalkeeper 
became the player to have 
featured in the most Premier 
League minutes in history, 
overtaking Ben Foster at the 
top of  the leaderboard.

De Gea ended the match 
h av i n g  p l aye d  3 5 , 0 3 9 
minutes in total, leaving 
former West Brom and 
Watford keeper Foster in 
second place with 34,959 
minutes during his career.

The Manchester United 
goalkeeper made his Premier 
League debut in August 
2011 against West Brom 
during a 2-1 victory, but his 
longevity at the club was 
called into question by 
manager Sir Alex Ferguson 
after failing to save a Shane 
Long strike and describing 
the situation as a “learning 

process”.
Since then, though, he 

has become a mainstay as 
M a n c h e s t e r  U n i t e d 
goalkeeper, regularly playing 
the majority of  matches of  
each Premier League season 
for the club. At 32-years-old, 
De Gea still has the potential 
to feature in plenty more 
Premier League minutes 
throughout the remainder of  
his career.

Who has played the most 
Premier League minutes in 

Forbes reports Hazard 
is making approximately 
€500,000 per week, and if  
M a d r i d  c a n  f i n d  a 
replacement for him in 
January, or at the end of  the 
season,  their  f inancial 
f l ex i b i l i t y  w i l l  va s t ly 
improve. 

Come January, Leao 
w i l l  h av e  1 8  m o n t h s 
remaining on his contract, 

and with numerous reports 
that negotiations for an 
extension have made little 
p r o g r e s s ,  M i l a n  w i l l 
eventually have to entertain 
the likelihood of  a sale.

Osimhen has an extra 
year on top of  that, tying 
him to Napoli until 2025 
and giving the club plenty of  
leverage in any potential 
sale.

o r m e r  t w o - t i m e Fh e a v y w e i g h t 
champion Anthony 

Joshua is optimistic of  a 
sensational bout against 
American Deontay Wilder 
in 2023. 

“Yeah, it will happen 
now, he's more than ready 
now. Why not?” Joshua 

said. 
He has failed to secure 

an undisputed title chance 
with Wilder in past fights, 
while both were undefeated 
champions. 

Joshua's knockout-to-
win percentage stands at 
91.67%, with an overall 
knockout percentage of  
6 3 . 6 4 %  i n  w o r l d 
heavyweight title fights, 

whereas Wilder's knockout-
to-win percentage stands at 
97.67%, with 20 knockouts 
in the first round.

After talks broke down 
over a title fight with Tyson 
Fury in September, Joshua 
is eagerly looking for a new 
opponent. 

Wilder,  meanwhile, 
made an emphatic return to 
the ring in October as he 
k n o c k e d  o u t  R o b e r t 
Helenius in the first round. 

W h e n  a s k e d  a b o u t 
Wi lder ' s  per for mance, 
Joshua told a media outlet, 
“Good, he knocked him 
out, he's back. It's good, he 

did well, he did what he's 
supposed to do.”

Joshua was asked if  
there's a possibility of  a fight 
with Wilder next year, the 
British-Nigerian told the 
news platform, “Now, he's 
on a resurgence, I think he's 
realising, he's said he's got 
three years left so he wants 
to tick off  his hitlist.” 

H oweve r,  Jo s h u a ' s 
promoter, Eddie Hearn, 
thinks the 33-year-old's next 
opponent will be the winner 
o f  D i l l i a n  W h y t e  v s 
Jermaine Franklin fight, 
w h i c h  t a k e s  p l a c e  o n 
November 26. 

history?
1 .  Dav id  de  Gea  – 

35,039
2. Ben Foster – 34,959
3. Gary Cahill – 33,374
4. Petr Cech – 33,324
5. Gareth Barry – 33,211
6. Leighton Baines – 

32,316
7. James Milner – 32,079
8. Tim Howard – 31,748
9. Mark Noble – 31,705
10.  Phi l  Jag ie lka  – 

31,433

England
13:30 Manchester City – Brentford – 1 
16:00 Liverpool – Southampton – 12 
16:00 Nottingham - Crystal Palace – 2 
16:00 Tottenham – Leeds –1 
16:00 West Ham – Leicester –1X 
18:30 Newcastle – Chelsea – 2 
20:45 Wolves – Arsenal – 2 
France
17:00 Lens – Clermont –1 
21:00 Rennes – Toulouse – 1
Germany
15:30 Bayer Leverkusen – Stuttgart – 1 
15:30 Hoffenheim – Wolfsburg – X2 
15:30 Werder Bremen - RB Leipzig – 2 

18:30 Schalke - Bayern Munich – X2 
Italy
15:00 Napoli – Udinese – 1 
18:00 Sampdoria – Lecce – GG 
20:45 Bologna – Sassuolo – GG 
Netherlands
18:45 FC Emmen – Ajax – 2 
21:00 PSV - AZ Alkmaar –1 
Croatia
15:00 Lok. Zagreb - Istra 1961 – 1 
17:30 Slaven Belupo - Hajduk Split – X 
Portugal
21:30 Boavista - FC Porto – 2 

Betting tips for the weekend

...Bet responsibly

Osimhen, Leao on Madrid radar 

Uruguay sweating on Cavani's injury

David De Gea sets EPL new record

Joshua keen to face Wilder in 2023 

Osimhen Leao

Cavani

De Gea

Joshua Wilder


