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2023: PDP mocks OBIdients, 
says they are fading out
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

T
he Peoples Demo-
cratic Party’s Depu-
ty Director, Media 

and Publicity, Presidential 
Management Committee, 
Mr Uloka Chibuike, has 
said that the supporters of  
the presidential candidate 
of  the Labour Party, Peter 
Obi, are no longer confi-
dent in their ability to win 
the 2023 presidential elec-
tion.

He said the OBIdient 
movement is fading out by 
the day, they are no longer 
at ease as they have been 
swept away because the sta-
tus quo had changed for the 
PDP presidential candidate 
Atiku Abubakar’s sure vic-
tory in the 2023 presidential 
election.

He made the remarks in 
a statement made availa-

ble to journalists in Awka 
on Thursday. Chibuike de-
clared that at the moment, 
no presidential candidate 
had more support and ac-
ceptance in the country, es-
pecially in Anambra State, 
than the former vice presi-
dent.

He added that in recent 
weeks, the PDP had wel-
comed hundreds of  return-
ing members and thou-
sands of  sympathizers from 
other political parties, with 
more expected to join Ati-
ku’s crusade in the coming 
weeks.

The statement read in 
part, “With the 2023 pres-
idential election a few 
months away, there is no 
doubt that Nigeria, espe-
cially Anambra State is 
gradually returning to the 
status quo with the PDP’s 
victory more probable.

 “The PDP has taken over 

the streets, nooks and cran-
nies of  the country and the 
minority Labour Party sup-
porters who are still stand-
ing with Peter Obi are no 
longer at ease or confident 
in their ability to win the 
election.

“The Obi strategy has 
long been manipulating our 
youths using lies, deceit, 
blackmail, sentiments and 
emotions. The life span of  
lies and deceit is short, and 
Obi’s unpopular Labour 
Party is currently suffering 
for support in Anambra 
State and other parts of  
the South-East, because his 
deceit has grown stale over 
time and lacks the strength 
to compete with the PDP’s 
influence and legitimacy in 
the state.

 “Following the appoint-
ments and inauguration of  
the Presidential Council 
and Management Com-

mittee, led by the duo of  
Senator Ben Obi, CON, 
and Professor Obiora 
Okonkwo, OFR, who have 
through their leadership 
and daily engagements, re-
juvenated the commitment 
of  party faithful, affiliates 
and supporters, the PDP 
has become the only alter-
native in the state and is 
confident of  delivering 85 
percent of  Anambra votes 

to Atiku in 2023. “Election 
is about numbers, and so 
far, only the PDP can boast 
of  the numbers to win the 
presidential election in the 
state.

 “As more people are 
becoming aware of  Pe-
ter Obi’s weakness in the 
nation’s polity and his in-
ability to gain majority 
votes throughout different 
regions of  the country, his 
mystification is no longer 
having the desired effect. 
“Our people have aban-
doned Peter Obi and his 
endeavour to retrogress 
the South-East politically 
as they gradually come to 
the realisation that throw-
ing away our votes won’t 

be best for the survival of  
Ndi-Igbo in the country’s 
politics.

 “Like we have always 
done since 1999, Anambra 
State will no doubt return 
to status quo with the PDP 
and ensure that the state 
leads in front of  the antici-
pated victory of  the former 
vice president. “Only a few 
of  Peter Obi’s personal as-
sistants, family members, 
and misguided individuals 
are left in his ineffective La-
bour Party, and their com-
bined votes are inadequate 
to overthrow the PDP or 
challenge Atiku Abubakar’s 
victory in any local govern-
ment of  the state. Anambra 
is the LP’s to lose.”

Food security, employment top chat as
IFAD, Life-ND team inspect projects
in Abia
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia 

I
nternational officials 
from International 
Fund For Agricultural 

Development (IFAD) and 
Lifelihood Improvement 
Family Enterprises have 
arrived in Abia State for a 
two-day project inspection 
and assessing of  Abia Life-
ND program.

The team which was led 
by Mr George Polemakis, 
also has Engr Sani Abio-
dun, the national coordina-
tor of  IFAD,  NDDC, offi-
cials from East Africa and 
senior officials of  federal 
ministry of  Agriculture as 
well as federal ministry of  
finance .

Receiving the IFAD team 
in Government lodge, Aba, 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
extolled the role of  the 
international agricultur-
al fund agency in the war 
against poverty and un-
employment in the State, 
noting that lives have been 
changed in the State by his 
government through pro-
grams like Life-ND.

Ikpeazu further told his 
guests that his administra-
tion has build rural roads 
to aid the cultivation and 
evacuation of  farm produce 
from local villages and as-
sured that improvement 
would be made on any area 
where necessary.

He further assured the 
IFAD and Life-ND offi-
cials that Abia is safe for 
residency and investment, 
pledging his government’s 
commitment to payment 
of  counterpart funds. The 
Governor who explained 
that funds received from 
international agencies, es-
pecially IFAD had been uti-
lised in creating wealth. He 
praised the Abia State office 
of  Life-ND led by Uchen-
na Onyeizu for making the 
State proud.

In his address, the nation-
al coordinator of  Life-ND, 
Engr Sani Abiodun noted 
that the visit was to conduct 
a field assessment of  what it 
has done in Abia State and 
to interact with all stake-
holders to know their levels 
of  achievements and chal-
lenges. 

Also welcoming the 
team, Abia State Commis-
sioner for Agriculture, Prof  
Ikechi Mgbeoji commend-
ed IFAD and Abia Life-ND 
for keeping to the original 
vision of  the programme , 
assuring that Abia State is 
safe for investors. Mgbeoji 
who warned youths against 
prioritising frivolities above 
skill acquisition and train-
ings, made it clear that Abia 
Life-ND projects corre-
spond with Igbo apprentice-
ship virtues. 

Life-ND projects in parts 
of  the state were inspected 
on Wednesday by the IFAD 

Present economic situation  worsens
our wellbeing, Anambra NLC crises out

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

N
igeria Labour 
Congress (NLC), 
Anambra State 

Council, on Wednesday, 
said the current economic 
situations in the country 
have worsen their living 
conditions, while calling on 
the government at all levels 
to upgrade workers remu-
nerations to living wages 
capable of  addressing their 
challenges.

The State Council Chair-
person, Comrade Chinwe 
Orizu, who made the call at 
the opening of  a three-day 

NLC Leadership Training 
Workshop held in Awka, 
the Anambra State capital, 
with a theme, “the Role of  
Labour in the growth and 
development of  Nigeria 
Economy”, maintained 
that there is needs for 
prompt promotions and 
payments of  workers emol-
uments.

According to him “We 
are appealing to the feder-
al, state and local govern-
ments and other employers 
to provide descent work-
ing environments to their 
workers. We also demand-
ing for prompt promotion 
of  workers and that the fi-

nancial benefits accruing to 
that should come immedi-
ately. It is not fair for one to 
wait for months or years to 
be paid their financial bene-
fits after promotions.

 “Again, economic situa-
tion has made it impossible 
for us workers to live. What 
we collect now as take 
homes can’t take us homes 
again. A bag of  rice has ris-
en to about N50, 000. Peo-
ple are hungry. 

Some are underpaid, 
unemployed and under-
employed. Poverty affects 
the workers mental being 
and output. Governments 
should address these chal-
lenges,” she noted. The 
workshop, Comrade Orizu, 
said it was aimed at build-
ing workers capacities, 
build awareness among the 
working class as prerequi-
site for attaining a social 
change, deepen conscious-
ness and build equal soci-
ety.

Earlier, a keynote speak-
er and lecturer, from De-
partment of  Economics, 
Nnamdi Azikiwe Univer-
sity, Awka, Dr Geraldine 
Nzeribe, enjoined workers 
to utilize opportunities they 
found themselves to build 
their capacities through 
training and retraining, 
which according to her, 
would assist in growing and 
developing the country.

and Life-ND officials with 
Abia receiving a top mark 
for its achievements while 
some beneficiaries recalled 
how Life-ND facilities gave 
them employment.
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… Calls for promotion, financial benefits

Three persons arrested for gang-raping 
13-year-old girl in Anambra 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

T
hree persons have 
been arrested in An-
ambra State by oper-

atives of  National Agency 
For Prohibition of  Traffick-
ing in Person (NAPTIP) 
working in collaboration 
with vigilante operatives for 
raping a 13 years old girl.

Media aide to the com-
missioner for women and 
social affair, Chidimma 
Ikeanyionwu who revealed 
the arrest said the culprits 
have been handed over to 
the police, and would be 
charged to court soon.

Ikeanyionwu said: “Ac-
cording to the victim, the 
suspects were co-tenants 
with them but took her to 
Nkisi River to rape her after 
they had an altercation with 
her father.

 “The victim while nar-
rating her experience to the 
commissioner said she was 
first slapped by the boys, 

and then dragged to Nkisi 
before she was ordered to 
remove her clothes as the 
suspects took turns to have 
carnal knowledge of  her.” 

It was gathered that the 
victim hails from Ohaozara 
in Ebonyi State, while the 
culprits names were given 
as; Sunday, Emelie, Chiedu 
and Nwa awo. 

While only three suspects 
were arrested, the fourth, 
Nwa awo allegedly escaped 
when security operatives in-
vaded the neighborhood at 
Nkpor, near Onitsha to ar-
rest them. 

Commissioner for Wom-
en and Social Welfare, Hon. 
Ify Obinabo lauded the vic-
tim for her courage in speak-
ing up after the incident and 
assured her that she will en-
sure she gets justice.

The Women and Social 
Welfare Commissioner 
went further to register her 
displeasure over the increas-
ing rate of  rape incidents in 
the state and warned that 
the Professor Chukwuma 

Soludo led administration 
will not condone such.

Hon. Obinabo also ap-
preciated officials of  the 
National Agency For Pro-
hibition of  Trafficking in 
Persons, Nigeria Police 
Force and Anambra Vigi-
lante Group for their efforts 
in ensuring that these sus-
pects are apprehended.

While interrogating the 
suspects, two amongst the 
suspects accepted to the 
said crime and pleaded 
that they be forgiven while 
one said he was only pres-
ent when the incident hap-
pened but contrary to his 
claims, the victim insisted 
that he was the second per-
son to have carnal knowl-
edge of  her.

They also noted that they 
decided to rape the girl due 
to the disagreement they 
had with the girls father.

Although they have been 
handed over to the Police 
State CID Awka, they 
would be arraigned in court 
for prosecution.



Ikpeazu cancels teachers’
recruitment exercise in 
Ugwunagbo over suspected 
fraud
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We ‘re still suffering from organised
attacks in Nigeria - Miyetti Allah

Governor Hope Uzodimma launching of the Industrial Policy at the Sam Mbakwe Exco Chambers, Government House, 
Owerri, on Wednesday.

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

T
he leadership of  the 
Miyetti Allah Cattle 
Breeders Association 

of  Nigeria (MACBAN), on 
Wednesday, said its mem-
bers are still suffering from 
organised attacks across Ni-
geria.

The group appealed to 
the Sultan of  Sokoto, Al-
haji Muhammadu Sa’ad 
Abubakar and other relevant 
stakeholders across the six 
geo-political zones of  the 
country, to engaged the gov-
ernment at all level on be-
half  of  it members to ensure 
adequate protection from 
organized attacks on their 
cattle and people by criminal 
gangs and malicious ethnic 
jingoists in the course of  
doing their legitimate busi-

nesses.
The information was con-

tained in a congratulatory 
message to the newly elect-
ed National Executive of  
MACBAN led by Alhaji 
Baba Usman Ngelzarma, 
which was signed and made 
available to Journalists in 
Awka, by the Chairman of  
the group in South East, Al-
lahaji Gidado Siddiki.

According to Siddiki, I 
nurse no doubt whatsoev-
er that the new EXCO will 
leverage on the vast experi-
ence of  our National Pres-
ident, Alhaji Baba Usman 
Ngelzarma, and the com-
mitment of  its members in 
driving the heart desires of  
our members which include: 
freedom to ply our legitimate 
trade of  cattle breeding and 
sales across the country, pro-
tection from organized at-

You’re a political pretender, make peace with
Ndigbo before seeking support – Ohanaeze blasts Okowa

T
he Apex Socio-cultur-
al youth Organisation 
of  Ohanaeze Ndig-

bo Worldwide, Ohanaeze 
Youth Council, (OYC) has 
urged Gov. Ifeanyi Okowa 
the Vice presidential candi-
date of  PDP to resolve his 
extant differences with the 
Igbo race before begging for 
their support.

Comrd. Igboayaka O Ig-
boayaka National President 
Ohanaeze Youth Coun-
cil on Thursday described 
Okowa’s Tuesday address 
to Ndigbo in Kaduna on 
Tuesday, as a mere political 
pretence.

It could be recalled that 
Gov. Okowa, the Vice Pres-
idential candidate of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party, 
(PDP), had in a report by 
Ibrahim Hassan-Wuyo, as-
sured Ndigbo that the PDP 
government under Atiku 
Abubakar would ensure 
they are properly placed in 
government.

Okowa stressed that with 
Atiku as President in 2023, 
“it is the surest way for the 
Igbos to become the next 
President in Nigeria,” he 
promised, as therefore, so-
licited the support of  Igbo 
worldwide for the actualiza-
tion of  the Atiku/Okowa 

presidency come 2023”
However, reacting to the 

said comments, Igboayaka 
lamented and accused the 
incumbent Governor of  
Delta State of  blunt negli-
gence towards the payment 
of  his dues to the parent 
body of  the Igbo race, hence 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo World-
wide.

“Gov Ifeanyi Okowa who 
couldn’t pay his N200m 
dues to Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
or give an aid to Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo Worldwide is prom-
ising Ndigbo, the heavens in 
Atiku’s administration.

“It’s truism that ‘Charity 
Begins’ at home. So, if  Gov 
Ifeanyi Okowa could not 
play any supportive role in 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo project 
as a Governor of  Delta state 
since his seven years in of-
fice, how can his presiden-
tial administration with Ati-
ku Abubakar pay attention 
to the plights of  Ndigbo?” 
Igboayaka queried

Comrade Igboayaka who 
faulted Okowa’s choice lo-
cation to address “his own 
people”, advised the latter 
to quit mocking Ndigbo, 
by living a heavy huge debt 
to Ohanaeze Ndigbo “yet 
turns back to seek support 
of  Ndigbo.

Adding, he said: “Gov-
ernor Okowa’s negligence 
to the plights of  Ndigbo in 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo is an ev-
idence that he will abandon 
Ndigbo the same he aban-
doned Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
for another seven years, 
if  his party wins the 2023 
presidential election.”

“It’s shameful and unac-
ceptable that Gov. Ifeanyi 
Okowa is talking to Ndig-
bo at Keduna, a true Igbo 

tacks on our cattle and peo-
ple by criminal gangs and 
malicious ethnic jingoists, 
improved relationship with 
the government in the area 
of  access to funding, en-
lightenment and advancing 
modern and more profitable 
ways of  doing our business. 
“I am confident that the 

new EXCO will expand our 
reach to influential, wealthy 
and knowledgeable persons 
whose interest in our opera-
tions will definitely enhance 
our vision. 

“I wish to appreciate all 
those who have been in 
close fellowship with me 
in service to MACBAN in 

South East. The challenge 
of  the moment is naturally 
a clarion call for all of  us in 
MACBAN to close ranks 
and genuinely seek our col-
lective good. 

“Again I pledge my un-
flinching commitment to 
the good of  MACBAN, just 
as I declare my unalloyed 

support for the new Execu-
tive Council in their charge 
to offer dedicated service to 
our people and the country 
at large.

While appreciating the 
Sultan of  Sokoto, who is 
also the Chairman, Board of  
Trustees of  MACBAN, for 
his highly esteemed fatherly 
counsel, I therefore, dutifully 
enjoin all our members who 
defer to me on MACBAN 
matters, and indeed all 
members of  MACBAN, to 
lend total support to our new 
EXCO in their effort to rein-
vent the dastardly maligned 
and scandalized image of  
herders and the Fulani in 
general, Saddiki added.

leader should call Ndigbo 
and  discuss his presidential 
bid in Igbo land and not at 
Keduna.

“If  Gov Ifeanyi Okowa 
is financially updated and 
currently paying his dues 
in Ohanaeze Ndigbo, he 
could have boldly demand-
ed to address Ndigbo at 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo secretar-
iat, Enugu other than this 
his display of  crafty rigma-
role in Kaduna”, Igboayaka 
concluded.

From Dan Maduagwu 

A
bia State Gover-
nor, Dr Okezie Ik-
peazu has directed 

the immediate cancella-
tion of  the ongoing teach-
ers’ recruitment exercise 
in Ugwuagbo LGA of  the 
State.

The said exercise was 
being conducted by offi-
cials of  Ugwunagbo local 
government education au-
thority. Ikpeazu in a state-
ment signed by Mr Okey 
Ahaiwe, the Chief  of  Staff  
to the Governor, ordered 
those conducting the re-
cruitment to discontinue it 
immediately.

The statement advised 
all concerned in the matter 

to comply with the Gover-
nor’s instruction. 

The statement read, “The 
Governor of  Abia State, 
Dr Okezie Victor Ikpeazu 
has directed the immediate 
cancellation of  the ongo-
ing teachers’ recruitment 
exercise taking place at the 
Ugwuagbo Education Au-
thority, Ugwunagbo LGA. 
All concerned are advised 
to comply with the Gover-
nor’s directive.”

Though, no reason was 
given for the cancellation 
, a source in Ugwunagbo 
LGA told News Echo that 
the State  government may 
have  suspected some foul 
plays in the recruitment 
process, hence the cancel-
lation .

IMSUTH graduates 5th set
of Doctors in 2 years

I
mo State University 
teaching hospital Orlu 
has graduated anoth-

er set of  Medical Doctors. 
This becomes the 5th set of  
medical doctors, so far, in 
the close to 3 years of  the 
administration of  Governor 
Hope Uzodimma.

It should be noted that 
this is the first time in the 
history of  IMSUTH that 5 
sets of  doctors, totaling over 
250 have been graduated in 
less than 2years. This is IM-
SUTH’s 14th set of  doctors 
and this 5th set under His 
Excellency Hope Uzodim-
ma, means other earlier sets 
spread across the adminis-

tration of  Governors Uden-
wa, Ohakim, Okorocha and 
Ihedioha, with a backlog ac-
cumulated for over 20years.

It will be recalled that 
Governor Hope Uzodimma 
facilitated the reaccredita-
tion of  the department few 
months into his administra-
tion and has gone ahead to 
see to the birthing of  new 
departments in the medical 
college, to enable the institu-
tion maximize its admission 
capacity and fully utilize the 
facilities at her disposal to 
train Medical experts that 
can favourably compete 
with the best of  the best, 
globally. Ifeanyi Okowa 
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Editorial

hief Mbazulike Amaechi, was a 

Cnationalist and among those 
w h o  f o u g h t  f o r  t h e 

independence of Nigeria from Great 
Britain.

Amaechi, from his youthful age 
joined a group led by Nnamdi Azikiwe, 
called the Zikist Movement, to push for 
the country's independence.

He was said to have taken an oath 
alongside other nationalists never to 
m a r r y  u n t i l  N i g e r i a  g o t  h e r 
independence.

He was a trade unionist and general 
secretary of the Armels Transport Union 
as well as assistant secretary of Benin 
and Warri Districts of  the Zikist 
Movement.

The late elder statesman, on 18 
November 1949, had organised a protest 
rally of all workers in Benin and its 
environs and demanded adequate 
punishment for the alleged murderers of 
18 workers of  the Nigerian Coal 
Corporation in Enugu State who were 
reportedly participating in strike action 
to press home their demands for 
seniority pay for the workers.

Mbazulike was elected member of the 
House of Representatives, in 1959, on 
the platform of the defunct National 
Council of Nigerian Citizens. He was 
later appointed Minister of Aviation and 
Transport in 1962.

He remained the minister until the 
country's first military coup on 15 
January 1966.

As a minister, Mbazulike Amaechi 
reportedly hid the former President of 
South Africa, Nelson Mandela, for six 
months in Nigeria to prevent his arrest 
by officials of the apartheid regime in 
that country.

A s  a  t r u e  n a t i o n a l i s t ,  C h i e f 
Mbazulike Amaechi was severally 
victimized, jailed, maimed, beaten but 
his dogged spirit was not dampened. He 
and others kept on the fight of ensuring 
that Nigeria gained her independence.

Shortly before his demise at the age of 
93; just few weeks after his wife, 
Chinelo's funeral, he led a delegation of 
prominent Igbo leaders to President 
Muhammadu Buhari to request the 
release of  Nnamdi Kanu, detained 
leader of the Indigenous People Of 
Biafra (IPOB).

In May 2022, Amaechi, had pleaded 
with armed groups to withdraw the sit-
at-home order declared on May 5 and 6 
in the region over the planned two-day 
visit of President Muhammadu Buhari 
to Ebonyi State.

Pursuant to peaceful Igbo nation, he 
said in one of speeches “I read on social 
media that a militant group has issued a 
statement against the coming of the 
President to the Southeast. Please I want 
to appeal to whosoever, or group, behind 
the statement to please withdraw that 
threat.

"Despite my old age plus the aching 
pains all over my body, I am almost in a 
wheelchair, yet I am highly committed to 
restoring peace in Igboland. I will meet 
the President along with some Igbo 
leaders and elders about the security of 
our region, which is interwoven in the 
continued detention of Nnamdi Kanu.”

“On the 18th of November 2021, at 
the age of 93, I traveled to Abuja with 
some other Igbo leaders and a Bishop 
relation of Mazi Kanu to plead with the 
President to release Nnamdi Kanu to me 
and to commence dialogue to find a 
solution to the problem.

 “The President carefully listened to 
me, put aside a reply which they had 
written for him, and spoke his mind to 
me. He assured me and I verily believed 
him that he would look into the matter, 
for my sake. The Presidency arranged for 
me to visit Nnamdi Kanu in detention 
and get some assurances from him. This 
I did in the company of  Nnamdi's 
relation, Bishop Onuoha and his lawyer.

“We reached an agreement with 
Nnamdi Kanu which could have 
gladdened the hearts of the government 
and Ndigbo and on the 6th of December 
2021, I forwarded a copy to the President 
by DHL Mail with proof of delivery. 
That was the last the Presidency 
communicated with me but I doubt if 
they allowed the President to see a copy 
of  the mail I forwarded to him. I 
seriously doubt if they allowed him to 
see it.

S o m e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  Z i k i s t 
Movement included: Kola Balogun, M C 
K Ajuluchukwu, Mokwugo Okoye, 
Nduka Eya, Ogedengbe Macaulay (son 
of Sir Hebert Macaulay), Raji Abdallah, 
Mbazulike Amaechi, Ikenna Nzimiro 
(later Prof. Nzimiro), Magaret Ekpo, 
Zana Bukar Dipcharima from Northern 
Nigeria, Fred Anyiam, Osita Agwuna, 
R B K Okafor, among others.

Chief Mbazulike Amaechi, was born 
in Ukpor in the present day Nnewi South 
Local Government Area of Anambra 
State and holds the traditional titles of 
Dara Akunwafor.

We, at News Echo Newspaper, pray 
his soul, be granted peaceful rest by his 
maker.

Reminiscing Mbazulike
Amaechi's struggles...
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hat is in it for us? 

WWhen it comes 
down to  b ra s s 

tacks, this is the question 
tugging at the heart of  zonal 
political interests in Nigeria. 
The national integrants think 
in favour of  group interest and 
protection. How will this 
government preserve our 
interest? Will this government 
be fair  to  us?  Wil l  this 
government secure our rights 
and freedoms? Are we going 
to have an equitable share of  
the ''national cake''.

It is only natural that 
h u m a n s  s e e k  s e l f -
preservation. Recently, the 
Arewa Joint Committee held 
a summit in Kaduna state 
where it invited the leading 
presidential candidates to 
unveil their plans for the 
north. Bola Ahmed Tinubu, 
presidential candidate of  the 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC), was at the event.

Tinubu spoke on a gamut 
of  issues, oscillating from 
state policing, how to address 
the almajiri challenge, out-of-
school children, insecurity, 
and how to incentivise small 
b u s i n e s s e s .  T h e  A P C 
presidential candidate said at 
the summit: “Agriculture is of  
special interest to me. It is 
b o t h  a n  e c o n o m i c  a n d 
existential issue for every 
country. Experience in the last 
seven years has shown the 
potentials of  agriculture in 
so lv ing  the  problem of  
unemployment and boosting 
our GDP. For example, recent 
investment in the rice value 
chain has led to the springing 
up of  rice mills across the 
countr y  wi th  a t tendant 
we a l t h  c r e a t i o n  a n d  a 
reduction in our import bill. 
T h e  N o r t h  h a s  g r e a t e r 
advantage in this regard due 
to its large and abundant 
arable land. My vision is for 
the region to be the hub of  
agribusiness in sub-Saharan 
Africa. We will improve 
investment in our livestock 
value chain. Specifically, 
subsectors like the dairy 
industry that has the potential 
of  adding billions of  dollars 
into our economy will receive 
significant attention.''

Some concerned citizens 
have asked, ''where is the plan 
for the south-east?'' And I say, 
it is in the manifesto. Is there a 
pearl for the south-east in 
Tinubu's manifesto? I believe 
so.

On October 21, Tinubu 

and Kashim Shettima, his 
running mate, unveiled their 
mani fe s to  conce pted  as 
''Renewed Hope''. The chef-
d'œuvre breaks down in bits 
and r igour  the  p lan  for 
N i g e r i a .  P l a n s  f o r  t h e 
e c o n o m y,  e d u c a t i o n , 
hea l thca re,  ag r i cu l tu re, 
security, and other chief  
sectorial elements were clearly 
delineated.

On the economy, Tinubu 
says his administration will 
improve existing industries 
and sectors; adjust the revenue 
allocation prescription to give 
states greater flexibility to 
foster grassroots economic 
d e ve l o p m e n t ;  b u i l d  a n 
economy that produces more 
of  the everyday items — both 

agricultural and manufactured 
goods –; bring the national 
infrastructure policy to life and 
harmonise it with the national 
industrial policy to ensure 
optimal development of  key 
s e c t o r s ;  r e v i e w  f e d e r a l 
budgetary methodology, curb 
importation of  non-essential 
goods, reform the tax system as 
well as implement a naira-
denominated monetary policy.

On security, I would say, the 
vade-mecum presents the most 
pragmatic approach to dealing 
with insecurity. Technology, 
confidence-building, citizens' 
participation, intelligence-led 
policing, improvement of  
salaries and welfare of  troops, 
creat ion of  anti - ter roris t 
ba t ta l ions,  bo ls te r ing  o f  

manpower, freeing the police 
from VIP security and guard 
duties, and again, deployment 
of  technology. New security 
threats require innovative 
responses.

But what is in it for the 
south-east? In the document, 
under Industrial Policy, I found 
a pearl for the south-east and 
the south-south. The Tinubu 
companion says: ''In Southeast 
and the South-South, a new 
hub and dry pot will focus 
investment on labour intensive 
manufacturing''.

This is forward thinking by 
Tinubu. The south-east used to 
be a manufacturing hub before 
the sadim touch of  both state 
and federal governments over 
t h e  ye a r s .  I n  2 0 1 7 ,  t h e 

Manufacturers Association of  
N i ge r i a  ( M A N )  s a i d  7 5 
manufacturing firms from 
about 150 in its membership list 
in the south-east had shut down 
in the past five years. This 
represents about 50 percent of  
its members.

The association attributed 
the parlous state of  industries in 
t h e  z o n e  t o  ' ' p o o r 
infrastructure, including bad 
access  roads,  e lect r ic i ty, 
transportation''.

I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d 
i n d u s t r i e s  a r e  w h a t  t h e 
southeast needs. One of  the 
vectors of  the current youth 
restiveness in the area is a lack 
of  jobs. South-east youths are 
industrious with bountiful 
energy for innovation. But 
sadly, this vigour has been 
misdirected by some youths to 
v i o l e n t  a g i t a t i o n .  T h e 
relaunching of  the south-east as 
an industrial hub will eviscerate 
the army of  discontents. And 
the proper channelling of  this 
''youth energy'' will result in 
unprecedented boost in the 
quality of  life of  the citizenry.

I believe the southeast 
a g e n d a  s h o u l d  b e  o n 
''infrastructure and industries''. 
W h i c h  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g 
candidates has presented an 
actionable plan to this effect? 
Tinubu's plan for the south-east 
is devoid of  ambiguity and 
political chicanery.

I suggest the south-east toe 
the path and hold him by the 
document.

Tinubu's manifesto and the South East 

This is forward thinking by Tinubu. The south-
east used to be a manufacturing hub before the 

sadim touch of  both state and federal governments 
over the years. In 2017, the Manufacturers 

Association of  Nigeria (MAN) said 75 
manufacturing firms from about 150 in its 

membership list in the south-east had shut down 
in the past five years. This represents about 50 

percent of  its members.

“

Bola Tinubu alongside Lagos State governor, Babajide Sanwo-Olu during his rally in Lagos.

By Fredrick Nwabufo



hat are some 

Wof  the hottest 
l o o k s  f r o m 

Lagos Fashion Week we 
feel every woman needs 
to have in her closet? 

Fashion week was a 
glorious time for all 
fashionistas. We watched 
in awe as strike designs, 
interesting prints and 
f a s h i o n a b l e  m o d e l s 
walked briskly down the 
runway.

These outfits are easy 
to style and can be wore 
by the average woman. 
Here are 10 of  them. 

1. The organza dress 
This dress was made 

by Ejiro Amos Tafiri. It 

colours and how it was 
cut and fits into her body. 
Kudos Odio Mimonet. 

5. Plus-sized belle 
Loved the outfit on a 

plus-size woman and the 
great thing about this 
simple yet classic outfit is 
that it'll look great on 
ever yone.  Good job 
Desiree Iyama. 

6. The aso-oke mini 
skirt 

Yellow is such a good 
colour and the creation 
by Babayo of  this outfit 
was divine. 

7. The Fulani belle 
How do you look like 

an ethnic Fulani woman 
but ravishing? Babayo 

centre, especially love how 
her hair was decorated with 
cowries. 

Rihanna 
Rihanna wore a chaotic 

Rick Owen outfit. The hair 
was not well made. 

Angela Bassett 
Angela was colourful 

and bright in a purple-flared 
gown by Moschino. 

Danai Gurira 
Danai was flamboyant 

in a ruffled gown by Robert 

sums up the incredible 
lightness of  the collection 
and its ethereal quality. 

2. The plaid power 
suit 

Power suits are never 
a bad idea and a woman 
in a Rick Dusi plaid 
power suit is perfect. 

3. The Duaba Serwa 
skirt 

Using fabric to create 
some sort of  rectangular 
shapes on the gown, this 
skirt will go with almost 
any outfit. 

4 .  The  co lour fu l 
organza 

Organza was also a 
constant on the runway. 
We loved the use of  

comes through once 
again. 

8 .  T h e  b u t t e r f ly 
blouse 

Andrea Iyamah's 
butterfly blouse came 
back again this season. 

9. Playful jumpsuit 
C u t e  S a i n t ' s 

c o l l e c t i o n  i s  p r e t t y 
relaxed, but this jumpsuit 
is so versatile and stylish, 
you have to get one. 

10. The statement 
jacket 

The Senegalese are 
known for embroidering, 
but the cut on that jacket 
by Algueye Dakar is too 
beautiful for words. 

o r  t h e  w o r l d Fpremiere, celebrities 
pulled up in beautiful 

attires, and some attempted 
to honour him.

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t 
anticipated movies this year 
i s  B l a c k  P a n t h e r  I I , 
following the passing of  the 
lead, Chadwick Boseman. 
The world premiere took 
place in Los Angeles. 

Letitia Wright 
Letitia wore a black suit 

that resembled the one 
Chadwick wore for the 
premiere. She even struck a 
similar pose. 

Lupita Nyongo 
Lupita stunned in a 

white gown with a braided 

Wun. 
Micheal B Jordan 
M i c h a e l  B  J o r d a n 

looked absolutely stunning 
in oversized yellow pants, a 
white single and a jacket. It 
was a very modern twist on 
2000s oversized suits. 

Marsai Martin 
Marsai looked young 

and absolutely gorgeous. 
T h e  h a i r s t y l i n g  a n d 
jewellery were it for us. 
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Ten must-have outfits for every woman from Lagos Fashion Week 2022 

How stars showed up for Black Panther II:
Wakanda Forever World Premiere 



News Echo   Friday 4 -  Saturday 5 November, 2022                                                                  Page 7

News  

I won’t be Ikpeazu’s stooge, says Ikonne
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia 

T
he Governorship 
candidate of  Peo-
ples Democratic 

Party (PDP) in Abia State, 
Prof. Uche Ikonne has 
again, dismissed the claims 
in some quarters that he 
may become a toy in the 
hands of  Governor Okez-
ie Ikpeazu, if  he becomes 
Abia Governor in 2023 . 
Rather, he maintained that 
his track records in admin-
stration and his desire to de-
velop the State were the rea-
sons driving his ambition.

Ikonne stated this in 
Umuahia while interacting 
with members of  the Abia 
Online Media Practition-
ers at his campaign office 
in Umuahia, said such in-
sinuations were unfounded 
as  he was encouraged by  
Governor Ikpeazu likewise 
every other candidate, to 
contribute his quota to the 
development of  Abia ensu-
ing from his quality leader-
ship in the field of  academ-
ics.

 He emphasized that his 
outstanding performances 
in positions held from his 
Rector tenure at Abia State 
Polytechnic Aba, down to 
Vice Chancellor of  Abia 
State University, Uturu 
were the propelling forces 

behind his decision to run 
for the Abia number one 
seat.

Ikonne maintained that 
his age and what he stands 
for, is about integrity, giving 
a lease of  life to all Abians, 
stressing that he is coming 
with huge ideas on how to 
take Abia to the next lev-
el of  development. On his 
plans for Abia and Abians 
in general, Prof. Ikonne, 
said he has developed a dic-
tum, “Participatory Gov-
ernance”, which will ensure 
that all Abians are carried 
along in the governance of  
the state, saying governance 
is not for few individuals to 
decide what happens in a 
State. 

He said the participatory 
governance will be driven in 
the hinterlands by commu-
nity development agencies 
as it will also make use of  
opinion leaders among oth-
ers, to run an all inclusive 
government, adding that 
the idea is to avoid political 
apathy. 

Prof. Ikonne who spoke 
on a wide spectrum of  is-
sues, added Abia can’t be 
primitive after he has be-
come the Governor as he 
will place the state on glob-
al map just as he informed 
that he has entered into ne-
gotiations with individuals 
leading key companies to 

P
eter Obi, the Labour 
Party’s (LP) Presiden-
tial Candidate, has 

stated that he will engage in 
talks with members of  the 
outlawed Indigenous Peoples 
of  Biafra (IPOB) and other 
agitators.

In response to queries 
about the country’s insecu-
rity, Peter Obi indicated that 
dialogue with agitators will 
restore calm in the country.

While answering questions 
after his visit to Media Trust, 

Obi said, “I have said it times 
without number, Nigeria 
does not have more agitation 
than Brazil, if  you want I will 
show you countries that have 
had agitations in the past, 
whether it is Brazil, Mexico, 
whether it is this.

 “In our South East, it is a 
simple thing, I will dialogue, I 
will discuss, it is a democracy, 
and in a democracy, you gov-
ern by consensus. If  anybody 
says he is not happy, you call 
him and you sit him down 

extend such to Abia State.
On plans for Abia youths, 

Prof. Ikonne hinted that he 
has already decided that 
if  he emerged Governor 
in 2023, 40 percent of  his 
exco will be reserved for 
the youth, promising to 
send them for leadership 
capacity building abroad to 
acquire experience in lead-
ership.

He also stated that if  
elected Governor, he will 
develop an ICT centre, 
bring in people to train 
Abians while youths will 
be given opportunities in 
the ICT centre after pass-
ing their tests. Prof. Ikonne 
revealed plans to rebuild 
a new Ariaria of  Interna-
tional standard, insisting 
that some of  the equipment 

have been destroyed due to 
excessive flooding and the 
soil composition of  Aba.

He further revealed his 
plans for Aba pointing out 
that he will revive moribund 
companies, come up with 
Aba Development Com-
mission which will have its 
own power of  transporta-
tion to generate revenue, 
collect taxes among others, 

adding that Aba is critical 
to the development of  Ala 
Igbo. 

The academia also re-
vealed plans to set up rec-
reational centres, come up 
with robust activity for the 
youth, offset arrears of  pen-
sions cum backlog of  work-
ers and teachers salaries just 
as he stated that he will uni-
fy all Abians if  elected. 

Responding, the Chair-
man of  Abia Media Online 
Practitioners, Chief  Paddy 
Anyatonwu, appreciated 
Prof  Ikonne for his plans for 
Abians.

and discuss with him.
 “People agitate in my 

house, my wife, my chil-
dren. If  you say to me you 
have lived with your wife all 
through and you people have 
never quarreled, then you are 
not married. You disagree 
and settle it – that is agita-
tion.”

The presidential candidate 
vowed to govern by con-
sensus and listen to all for 
smooth administration of  the 
country.

“I will govern by listening 
to the people. I will visit every 
state in Nigeria. We have a 
huge land in the North that 
if  properly invested and culti-
vated, will change Nigeria. 

“The more I pull people 
out of  poverty, the more I 
reduce agitation, the more I 
reduce criminality. What you 
are seeing in Nigeria today is 
a cumulative effect of  leader-
ship failure over the years and 
all I want to do is to be seen 
to be that man who changed 
this country called Nigeria,” 
he said.

 “I don’t want to go into 
that place,” he remarked 
when asked if  he agrees with 
the federal government’s 
designation of  IPOB as a ter-
rorist organization. I said you 
I’d talk to anyone, so if  they 
want to call me, I’ll meet with 
them and we’ll talk about it.

“I don’t like the way peo-
ple were treated during the 
EndSARS, I will apologise. 
We must have a country of  
healing and love; that is what 
leadership in a democracy is.

“I am going to meet people 
in the North, I am going to 
meet people everywhere and 
say come, let’s be a family. I 
want Nigerians to be proud 
that they are Nigerians. What 
we have now is we have a 
country called Nigeria but we 
don’t have Nigerians. I want 
to bring back Nigerians.”

2023: We ‘ll back Peter Obi, 
work against those riding 
on his popularity - Group

A
s the 2023 presiden-
tial election draws 
near, a socio polit-

ical group, the South East 
Coalition for Good Gov-
ernance, SECG, has vowed 
to work against candidates 
in the South East, who in-
tend to ride on the popu-
larity of  Labour Party, LP, 
presidential candidate, Pe-
ter Obi, to get elected into 
public office.

Emmanuel Okwu, Presi-
dent, SECG in a statement 
in Enugu, said it would 
however back Obi’s pres-
idential bid, pledging to 
promote candidates in the 
region, irrespective of  po-
litical leanings who are 
competent and who have 
the capacity to hold various 
public offices.

“We have observed that 
there are some failed poli-
ticians, political opportun-
ists, who rushed into Peter 
Obi’s Labour party and 
have emerged as candidates 
of  the LP and who intend 
to ride on the wave of  obidi-
ents to win elections. They 
will not succeed.   

“Some of  these failed 
politicians are among those 
who have contributed to the 
sorry state of  the nation, 

and who lost tickets in the 
PDP and APC and have 
found political solace in the 
LP, hiding under the wave 
of  Obidients movement.

The group noted that with 
the campaign season now in 
full swing, it will encourage 
issues based campaigns and 
promote candidates irre-
spective of  political affili-
ation who posses capacity 
and competence.

“We align ourselves with 
the views of  former Minis-
ter of  Education, Oby Eze-
kwesili, who said recently, 
that the next elections will 
be all about competence, 
capacity and character. 

“We will join the fray and 
even endorse candidates, 
whether in APC, PDP, La-
bour Party, NNDP, who 
possess the right character 
to be elected and we will 
support them ahead of  the 
elections. 

“Next month, we will 
kick off  our awareness 
programmes across the 
five South East states and 
sensitize our people on the 
need to vote for capable and 
competent candidates no 
matter the political party 
they belong to” part of  the 
statement read.

Hope Uzodimma, Governor of Imo state, setting the tone by planting a tree at the newly lauched Hope Greening Programme for 
10,000 trees in Imo.

IPOB, other agitators: I’ll meet them and
dialogue as one family – Peter Obi

Emirates Airlines suspends flights to Nigeria 
over trapped funds

E
mirates Airlines has 
suspended flight op-
erations to Nigeria 

over its inability to repatriate 
blocked funds.

The airline in a statement 
made available to Channels 
Television on Thursday said 
the suspension took effect 
from October 29, 2022.

The airline said it has com-
municated its position to the 
Federal Government and 
the Central Bank of  Nigeria 
(CBN).

Emirates had in August 
suspended flights to Nigeria 
over its $85 million blocked 
revenue. In August, the Inter-
national Air Transport Asso-
ciation (IATA) said foreign 

airlines have not been unable 
to repatriate $464 million 
from Nigeria.

CBN Governor, Godwin 
Emefiele subsequently prom-
ised to release $265 million to 
foreign airlines to offset part 
of  the trapped funds.

“However, Emirates has 
yet to receive an allocation of  
our blocked funds to be repat-
riated,” Emirates said.

“Without the timely re-
patriation of  the funds and 
a mechanism in place to 
ensure that future repatria-
tion of  Emirates’ funds does 
not accumulate in any way, 
the backlog will continue to 
grow, and we simply cannot 
meet our operational costs 

nor maintain the commercial 
viability of  our operations in 
Nigeria.

“We have officially commu-
nicated our position and at-
tended multiple hearings with 
the Nigerian government, and 
we have made our proposed 
approach clear to alleviate this 
untenable situation, including 
a plan for the progressive re-
lease of  our funds.

“This included the repatri-
ation and receipt of  at least 
80% of  our remaining blocked 
funds by the end of  October 
2022, in addition to provid-
ing a guaranteed mechanism 
to avoid future repatriation 
accumulation challenges and 
delays.”
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upporters and loyalists of  

Sthe Senator representing 
Enugu West senatorial 

zone at the National Assembly, 
Senator Ike Ekweremadu, and 
the Greater Awgu people, 
comprising Aninri, Oji River, 
and Awgu local government 
areas of  Enugu State have 
j o i n e d  f o r c e s  w i t h  t h e 
governorship candidate of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party, 
PDP, in the state, Dr. Peter 
Mbah, ahead of  the 2023 
general elections, saying they 
h a d  s e t t l e d  f o r  M b a h ' s 
candidacy with unswerving 
finality. 

Ekweremadu's loyalists, 
including all the stakeholders 
from Greater Awgu zone who 
disclosed this on Tuesday in 
Ugbonabor, Awgu council 
a rea ,  a t  a  we l l - a t t ended 
reception organised by the 
stakeholders across party lines 
for Mbah, insisted that their 
decision was borne out of  
conviction on Mbah's action 
plan for the state and his 
unrivaled experiences in both 
public and private sectors. 

Speaking at the reception, 
the Member representing Oji 
River/Awgu/Aninri Federal 
Constituency at the National 
Assembly and co-host of  the 
event, Hon. Toby Okechukwu, 
said the people of  Greater 
Awgu, including all those from 
Ekweremadu's structure had 
decided to entrust their future 
in Mbah's hands because of  his 
proven capacity to deliver on 
his promises to the state, 
stressing that their large turnout 
a t  t h e  e v e n t  w a s  a 
demonstration of  unity and 
sense of  purpose. 

Okechukwu who noted that 
their  mission for  Mbah's 
candidacy was long settled, 
further added that the decision 
to pitch their camp with the 
ruling party's governorship 
candidate had the blessing and 
approval of  their leader and 
Senator representing the zone, 
Senator Ekweremadu. 

“Our mission is settled. This 
gathering has the blessings of  
Ikeoha Ndigbo, Senator Ike 
Ekweremadu. We felt our 
promise is our honour. Prior to 
h i s  t r a v e l ,  S e n a t o r 
Ekweremadu said we should 
support you, and this is in 
fulfillment of  that promise. 

“ We  a r e  s u p r e m e l y 
confident that you will deliver 
Enugu State. We are saying this 
because we know how you 
started little and grew to 
become the greatest in the 
private sector. 

“We the Greater Awgu 

people have made our position 
clear on where we are standing; 
we are standing with Dr. Peter 
Mbah. We are saying Dr. Peter 
Mbah should be the pilot of  this 
craft. 

“We don't want conflicting 
emotions among our people. 
That is why we said before the 
campaign proper, let us tell our 
people where we are,” the 
ranking lawmaker said. 

Describing the mammoth 
crowd at the reception as field 
marshals, Okechukwu assured 
of  their resolve to give their 
maximum support to the PDP 
gubernatorial flagbearer. 

“These are rural politicians. 
They are the ones to deliver you 
during the election. They 
delivered Ekweremadu for 20 
years. They delivered me for 12 
years. And they delivered 
Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi for 
8 years. So, we are not confused 
here in Greater Awgu. We are 
with you. Since every politics is 
l o c a l ,  we  a l s o  h ave  t h e 
experience to deliver. We are 
confident you will do well as 
Enugu State governor,” he 
further maintained. 

R e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e 
endorsement by the Greater 
Awgu cultural zone, Mbah 

expressed delight over the 
overwhelming suppor t the 
people have been showing him. 

T h e  a c c o m p l i s h e d 
entrepreneur who observed that 
the gathering had the attendance 
of  all the major leaders in the 
zone, lauded Enugu West for 
their trust and loyalty in holding 
steadfast to their promises. 

“Today, we have the best of  
our very best  in terms of  
community mobilisation here 
with us. This shows the state of  
our party in Enugu West is 
intact. Enugu West has people 
that understand the value of  
trust and loyalty,” he said. 

M b a h  w h o  e x p r e s s e d 
optimism that Ekweremadu 
would be released in no distant 
time, commended him for his 
integrity and for honouring his 
promise. 

“When we were on the 
journey of  the primary election, 
I had the privilege of  interacting 
with Ikeoha (Ekweremadu). Our 
discussion then was driven by 
value and zeal to serve our 
people. So, we said to ourselves 
that it wouldn't matter where the 
pendulum swung, and true to his 
words, he called after the 
p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  a n d 
congratulated me. He said for 

me, it is about service and 
pledged his support for me. This 
is  character and integrity. 
Greater Awgu has men of  
honour. Men whose words can 
be taken as promissory note to 
the bank. 

“Despite pressure by other 
political parties, Hon. Toby 
Okechukwu resisted it because 
he has value, character and 
integrity. We have people whom 
we had similar discussion with 
but couldn't keep them. 

“What we are witnessing 
here today, as the party chairman 
said, is that we feel confident and 
can go on vacation because of  
your support. The grassroots and 
agents of  influence we saw today 
means we don't even need to 
come here for campaign. 

“That decision you took is a 
decision that is largely driven by 
patriotism because you want to 
be part of  that journey of  
greatness, development and 
growth,” Mbah noted. 

W h i l e  r e i t e r a t i n g  h i s 
commitment to rework the 
economy for the benefit of  the 
p e o p l e,  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l i s t 
promised that he would move 
Enugu's economy from $4.4 
billion dollars to $30 billion 
dollars through technology and 

innovation. According to him, 
his plan is not to reduce the rate 
of  poverty in Enugu State but to 
eradicate poverty and achieve 
zero hunger through food 
security by making Enugu State 
the food basket of  the country. 

He said: “Enugu State is 
going to be a net exporter of  
different products. We will grow 
agriculture to N$10 billion 
dollars in the next four years. We 
are going to use technology to 
d r i ve  o u r  e c o n o my.  O u r 
government is going to be about 
the people. Our core mission is to 
deliver a quality and people-
focused governance.” 

Delivering his vote of  thanks, 
the Chairman of  Awgu local 
government area, Hon. Pedro 
Okwudiri said the purpose of  the 
reception for Mbah was to show 
they had all come together to 
agree in unison that the PDP 
gubernatorial standard bearer 
was their sole candidate for the 
election. 

“We are going to queue 
behind you and support your 
candidacy in Enugu West 
senatorial zone. Our promise is 
that PDP is going to take it 
during in the for thcoming 
e l e c t i o n s,”  t h e  c h a i r m a n 
reassured.

MbahEkweremadu
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Nnamdi Kanu’s continued detention facilitated
Mbazulike’s death - Anambra Elders Forum
By Uzo Ugwunze

A
nambra Elders and 
Stakeholders Forum 
has described yester-

day’s death of  Chief  Mba-
zulike Amechi, first republic 
Aviation Minister as a very 
big devastating blow to the 
entire Igbo race in particular 
and the country at large.

Amechi, popularly called 
The Boy is Good, a native 
of  Ukpor in Nnewi South 
Local Government Area of  
Anambra state, according 
to his Personal Assistant, 
PA on Media and Publici-
ty, Motimor Mojekwu, died 
early Tuesday morning at 
the Nnamdi Azikiwe Uni-
versity Teaching Hospital, 
NAUTH, Nnewi, Anambra 
state, after a brief  illness at 
the age of  93.

In a reaction, National 
President of  the forum, Jus-
tice Anthony Iguh and Vice 
Chairman National Advi-
sory Council of  the forum, 

Justice Godwin Ononiba in 
a press statement signed on 
their behalf  by its National 
Coordinator, Justice Alpha 
Ikpeama, said Mbazulike 
died of  agony occasioned 
by the federal government’s 
refusal to release the de-
tained leader of  the Indig-
enous People of  Biafra, 
IPoB, Nnamdi Kanu, as he 
requested.

Describing Mbazulike as a 
political grandfather of  Igbo 
nation, Justice Iguh, former 
Justice of  the Supreme Court 
and former Chief  Judge 
of  Old and New Anambra 
state, and Justice Ononiba, 
also a one-time Chief  Judge 
of  Anambra State, regretted 
that after meeting President 
Muhammadu Buhari in of-
fice and begging him to grant 
Kanu a political pardon and 
release him to Igbo elders 
while he was still alive, Bu-
hari and Malami disrespect-
ed him and kept Kanu in 
custody, even against court 

orders till he died in penury 
yesterday.

The forum warned that 
Nigeria would continue 
to dangle until Kanu is re-
leased, adding, “we mourn 
The Boy is Good from the 
depth of  our hearts”.

Also, another group, Igbo 
Movement for National 
Agenda, IMNA, a group of  
Igbo intellectuals and profes-
sionals has called on the fed-
eral government to use the 
opportunity of  Amechi”s 
death to release Kanu and at 
the same time, give Amechi 
a national burial.

IMNA insisted that re-
leasing Kanu at this point 
in time is more important 
to Ndigbo than the on-going 
second Niger Bridge project 
because Kanu is the soul of  
Ndigbo..

The Movement also insist-
ed that although the second 
Niger bridge project is an 
important project, Ndigbo 
are in agony and Nigeria is 

News

meaningless when Kanu is 
still in custody after the Igbo 
elders, led by Amechi, the 
United Nations, UN and the 
courts have spoken in favour 
of  his release and against his 
continued detention.

National Coordinator of  
the Movement, Justice Al-
pha Ikpeama who stated this 
in Onitsha, Anambra state 
yesterday while reacting to 
last Wednesday’s judgment 
of  the Federal High Court, 
Umuahia, which ordered the 
federal government to return 
Kanu to Kenya and pay him 
N500 million as damages, re-
leasing Kanu would equally 
stop weekly Mondays sit-at-
home which has almost de-
stroyed economic activities 
of  Ndigbo.

“We want Kanu first be-
fore the second Niger Bridge 
because Kanu is the heart of  
Ndigbo. Right now, Ndigbo 
is in agony. Nigeria is mean-
ingless when Kanu is still in 
custody, after the Igbo elders, 

UN and courts have spo-
ken”.

Also, Idemili Leaders of  
Thought, a group of  stake-
holders in Idemili North and 
Idemili South Local Gov-
ernment Areas of  Anambra 
state, yesterday joined others 
in mourning the demise of  

Amechi.
Chairman of  the group, 

Dr. Boniface Agbala in a 
statement, said it would be 
very difficult to fill the vacu-
um created by the demise of  
Amechi and urged Ndigbo 
to bear the loss with forti-
tude.

Archbishop Valerian Okeke greeting the scholarship bene�ciaries during the All Saints feast at All Hallows Seminary Onitsha.

Archbishop Okeke gives scholarship to
best Anambra JSS 3 student, another
By Uzo Ugwunze

T
he Metropolitan 
Catholic Archbishop 
of  Onitsha Diocese, 

His Grace, Most Rev. Vale-
rian Okeke has given schol-
arships for two academic 
sessions/years each to two 
outstanding students of  All 
Hallows Seminary Onitsha, 
Anambra State.

The prelate made the pro-
nouncement during the oc-
casion of  the Patronal feast 
(All Saints) and Parents’/
Benefactors’/Alumni’s Day 
of  All Hallows Seminary, 
Onitsha. 

The beneficiary, Master 

Iji John Paul came out with 
overall best result out of  over 
5000 students from all the 
secondary schools who sat 
for the last 2022 Junior Sec-
ondary School Certificate 
Examination (JSSCE) in 
Anambra State.

Another student benefi-
ciary was Master John Oti-
wu who sang with a sopra-
no/tenor voice during the 
students’ choir rendition at 
the All Saints feast celebra-
tion.

According to Archbishop 
Okeke, we are proud of  stu-
dents of  All Hallows Sem-
inary Onitsha which is the 
oldest seminary school in 

the whole of  Southeast and 
one of  the best known for ac-
ademic excellence and high 
moral standards.

“We have nothing lesser 
than 400 registered second-
ary schools in Anambra ex-
cepting the non accredited 
schools yet this young boy 
came out the best. This is an 
example of  hardwork, disci-
pline and dedication, such 
chaps should be encouraged.

“During the choir rendi-
tion which was partly sang in 
Latin, the voice this boy who 
sang tenor took me out of  
this world, I wished that the 
music did not stop because it 

... As Kanu approaches 
Supreme Court to set aside 
Appeal Court  judgment 

T
he Indigenous People 
of  Biafra on Thurs-
day confirmed that 

its leader Nnamdi Kanu 
had approached the Su-
preme Court to set aside the 
ruling of  the Court of  Ap-
peal staying the execution 
of  the court’s judgment dis-
charging him. 

The lead lawyer to IPOB 
and human rights activist, 
Ifeanyi Ejiofor, said these in 
a statement in Abuja. 

He said, “We have ap-
pealed to the Supreme 
Court to set aside the rul-
ing of  the Court of  Appeal 
staying the execution of  the 
court’s judgment discharg-
ing and placing further bar 
to any further detention and 
prosecution of  Mazi Nnam-
di Kanu on any charge/
indictment before any court 
in Nigeria. 

“Recall that on October 
28, 2022, a three-man panel 
of  Learned Justices of  the 
Court of  Appeal (Abuja Ju-
dicial Division) granted an 
application for the stay of  
execution of  the judgment 
of  the Court of  Appeal, 
pending the determination 
of  the Appeal filed before 
the Supreme Court by the 
Federal Government.

“After a thorough review 
of  the said ruling by our 
defence team eminently led 
by foremost leading Senior 
Advocate of  Nigeria – Chief  
Mike Ozekhome (SAN), an 
informed decision was tak-
en by the erudite Senior Ad-
vocate and the entire team 
that the said ruling, which 
has no foundation in law 
or facts, placed before the 
court, should be immedi-
ately appealed against, for it 
to be set aside by the Apex 
Court. 

 “Our well-informed po-
sition was given a final nod 
by our indefatigable client, 
Onyendu Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu, during my last visit 
to him. 

“We are, therefore, by 
this medium, informing 
the general public, and 
Umuchineke in particular, 
that we have filed an appeal 
against the said Ruling of  
the Court of  Appeal deliv-
ered October 28, 2022, and 
will proactively follow up on 
the administrative process 
to ensure that both appeals 
are given [an] accelerated 
hearing in line with the ex-
tant fast track rules of  the 
Supreme Court.

“We shall keep every-
one abreast of  the develop-
ment in the appeals as we 
progress. We respectfully 
urge you all to still remain 
peaceful and law-abiding, 
as always, and rest assured 
that the ruling of  the Court 
of  Appeal now appealed 
against will be reviewed on 
merit by learned Justices of  
the Supreme Court. 

“Let us reiterate, for the 
avoidance of  any doubt, 
that the said ruling did not 
interfere in any way with 
the status of  the judgment 
of  the Court of  Appeal dis-
charging Onyendu. 

“The judgment of  the 
Court of  Appeal discharg-
ing Onyendu and striking 
out the seven-count charge 
still subsists; it has not 
been set aside. Thank you 
all, and remain blessed, 
Umuchineke.”

was so melodious and sanc-
timonious.

“The best JSSCE will still 
attract more scholarship 
from me if  he comes out best 
during Senior Secondary 
School Certificate Examina-
tion, let him work harder”, 
said Archbishop Okeke.

The prelate further urged 
people to support the school 
towards upgrading its infra-
structure as it would be cel-
ebrating 100 years of  exist-
ence by 2024.

In his speech, the school 
rector, Rev Fr. Paschal 
Okonkwo eulogized Arch-
bishop Okeke for the schol-
arships, his immense contri-
butions, fatherly counseling 
and for presiding over the 
Eucharist celebration in the 
seminary.

The rector after appre-
ciating the formators and 
academic staff  said that the 
school  has continued to ad-
here to the Archbishop’s vi-
sion of  promotion of  Excel-
lence in academics, character 
formation, sports and music.

“This year, the seminary 
among other exploits scored 
100percent success in Junior 
WAEC  which saw Iji John 
Paul emerging as best candi-
date. Iji John Paul also took 
2nd position in the Nation-
al Mathematics Competi-
tion held in Abuja,” said Fr. 
Okonkwo.

Moreso, Fr. Okonkwo 
thanked different sets of  All 
Hallows Old Boys (AHO-
BA) for identifying with their 
Alma Mater financially and 
otherwise.



Resolution of S/East
Govs on highway 
patrol,  indication of
poor security  - Udensi
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Imo ready for national, international 
business - Gov Uzodimma

OCDA seals NNPC �lling station in owerri

H
ope Uzodimma, 
Governor of  Imo 
State, says the state 

is now ready for national 
and international business.  
Uzodimma made the dec-
laration after launching the 
Imo Industrial policy.

The Governor who spoke 
at the launching of  the In-
dustrial policy at the Sam 
Mbakwe Exco Chambers, 
Government House, Ower-
ri, on Wednesday, said the 
policy would “serve as the 
state’s strategic master plan 
to stimulate the growth and 
development of  all sectors 
of  the economy of  the Imo 
State, identify and prioritize 
the low hanging fruits for 
immediate harvesting”

Uzodimma called on in-
vestors, to take advantage 
of  the robust and friendly 
investment climate that his 
administration has put in 
place, to invest in various 
areas of  the economy of  the 
state such as digital econo-
my, agro industry, tourism, 
oil and gas, mining, fabrica-
tion and in the allied indus-
try that will be thrown up 
from the Imo State Green 
Revolution Initiative.

He noted that the launch-
ing of  the Imo Industrial 
policy is another audacious 
step in his administration’s 
determination to put the 
state firmly on the road to 
economic growth and pros-
perity.

He further stated that the 
recently flagged off  Hope 
Green Revolution project is 
an economic stimulus that 
buys into the investment 
opportunities presented by 
climate change to promote 

enterprise and investment in 
the state.

“The Industrial Policy 
is to offer fresh, pragmatic 
and actionable insights into 
the State’s thinking and ap-
proach to industrialization 
whose ultimate ambition is 
to place Imo on the part to 
long term renaissance where 
the policy is a long term sus-
tainable initiative which will 
outlive this administration.” 
he said. 

 The Governor added 
that “the Industrial Policy 
is to offer fresh, pragmatic 
and actionable insights into 
the State’s thinking and ap-
proach to industrialization 
whose ultimate ambition is 
to place Imo on the part to 
long term renaissance where 
the policy is a long term sus-
tainable initiative which will 
outlive this administration.” 

He added that the 3R 
administration wants to, 
through the Industrial Pol-
icy, “provide the fillip to 
derive the economic rejuve-
nation of  the State that will 
emphasize the provision of  
an enabling environment for 
the flourishing of  Imo econ-
omy.”

In his presentation, the 
Director General Imo State 
Investment Promotion 
Agency, Dr. Jude Nzeako 
said the policy will among 
other things  be a road map 
to strategic Industrial and 
economic investment of  the 
State. He said it will enable 
the Government intervene 
in the areas of  comparative 
advantage, stimulate the in-
terest in the Local Govern-
ment Areas on discovery 
of  natural resources in such 

News

2023 Presidency: Peter Obi is 
one of the finest candidates 
– Gov. Ortom 

B
enue State Governor, 
Samuel Ortom has 
said the presidential 

candidate of  the Labour 
Party, LP, Peter Obi is one 
of  the finest presidential 
candidates for the 2023 gen-
eral elections.

 Ortom disclosed this on 
Tuesday when Obi paid 
him a visit in Makurdi, 
the state capital, to express 
support to flood victims in 
the North-Central state. 
Governor Ortom said Obi 
has the capacity and what 
it takes to liberate Nigeria 
from economic and security 
challenges. 

“If  Nigeria needs to make 
a choice, you are one of  
the finest candidates that 
we have in this country. 
In terms of  education, in 

terms of  character, in terms 
of  performance, in terms 
of  reaching out, in terms 
of  being a Pan-Nigerian, 
in terms of  industrializa-
tion, and passion to ensure 
that our country is liberated 
from where we are; out of  
insecurity to security, and 
out of  economic woes to 
economic vibrancy and out 
of  lack to adequate social 
life, you have the capacity 
to make things work,” Or-
tom said.

 Ortom further noted that 
once God decides on who 
to be Nigeria’s next Presi-
dent, nobody or structure 
can stop such a person. He 
advised all the frontline 
presidential candidates to 
come together and agree on 
a candidate.

areas, and bring and collate 
other interests on economic 
development together.

Dr. Nzeako emphasized 
that the Industrial Policy 
will move Imo State away 
from a consumer State to a 
productive State, noting that 
the State is set to change her 
Industrial narrative.

But he advised for the po-

litical will to sustain the ini-
tiative.

In his remarks earlier, the 
Chief  Economic Adviser to 
the Governor, Prof. Ken-
neth Amaeshi said what the 
Industrial Policy requires 
most is political will like 
that of  the Governor as well 
as policy based on pragma-
tism.

For him, “the Policy will 
create jobs, companies will 
come to establish and in-
vest in Imo State and with 
the sustainable potentials 
resulting from the abundant 
local natural resources of  oil 
and gas, mines and agricul-
ture and others the sky will 
be the limit of  Imo State in 
achieving the industrial Pol-

icy.” 
Earlier the Regional Di-

rector of  UNIDO in Nigeria 
Mr. Bankole Jean congrat-
ulated the Governor for the 
initiative and acknowledged 
that it is the first time he 
has seen an inclusive poli-
cy that even involves Heads 
of  Intelligence and Security 
Agencies.

I
nterpol Systems Consult-
ant and security expert, Sir 
Chikwe Udensi has berat-

ed the governors of  the South 
East region for exhibiting poor 
knowledge of  security as chief  
security officers. He was react-
ing to the decision of  the gov-
ernors to mount a 24/7 securi-
ty patrol in a major highway in 
the region. The governors had 
on Sunday taken the decision 
during an emergency meeting 
at Government House in Enu-
gu to forestall unabated kill-
ings in the region.

But this is not the real solu-
tion to deal with security chal-
lenges in the region accord-
ing to Sir Udensi. Sir Udensi 
wondered why the governors 
of  the South East region have 
failed to employ the services 
of  security consultants to as-
sist in proffering solutions to 
security challenges bedeviling 
the region. 

According to him, a recent 
report indicates that South 
East region has the highest 
number of  killings resulting 
from insecurity compared to 
other geopolitical zones in the 
Southern region. 

He said South/West is ex-
periencing minimal security 
concerns as a result of  the ef-
fectiveness of  the Amotekun 
Corps. 

Nnamdi Kanu’s release: Only
befitting burial for Mbazulike 
Amaechi – Ohanaeze

A
pex Igbo socio-cul-
tural organization, 
Ohanaeze Ndig-

bo has again pleaded with 
President Muhammadu Bu-
hari to free Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu as a mark of  honour 
to the late Chief  Mbazulike 
Amaechi.

The First Republic Minis-
ter, died on Tuesday without 
the government granting his 
request for the release of  
Kanu, the leader of  the In-
digenous People of  Biafra, 
IPOB.

Amaechi, popularly 

known as The Boy is Good, 
died after a long wait for 
Kanu’s release.

And speaking at a press 
briefing on Wednesday, 
the National President of  
Ohanaeze Ndigbo Youth 
Council Worldwide, Mazi 
Okwu Nnabuike said the el-
der statesman died in agony.

“His last wish and request 
was ‘release Nnamdi Kanu 
to me’. But Buhari refused 
to grant that request until 
he died. The Boy is Good 
died in anger, agony. His 
last wish was not granted; it 

is quite sad.
“As it stands now, the 

only thing that would make 
his spirit rest is the release 
of  Nnamdi Kanu. That 
is the only befitting burial 
the government of  Buhari 
should give to him.

“This rigmarole and som-
ersault they are doing with 
the judiciary will not be of  
any help. The Federal Gov-
ernment should stop intimi-
dating the judiciary,” Okwu 
stated.

He also knocked the Fed-
eral Government for ne-
glecting the federal charac-
ter principle as contained in 
the country’s laws.

According to him, “you 
cannot be treating people 
so unfairly and expect that 
they should not agitate. 
That is not possible.

“This government threw 
federal character into the 
dustbin; that is why there 
is too much agitation. They 
should use the last few 
months of  this administra-
tion to right all the wrongs 
done to Ndigbo.”Mbazuluike Amaechi
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N700m Onitsha terminal deal: Anambra govt,
Transport investor in battle royale
T

he Anambra State gov-
ernment and authori-
ties of  Urban Terminal 

Transport Ltd, Onitsha are on 
a collision course following 
alleged decision of  the state 
government to chase away 
the company after it had in-
vested a whooping N700 mil-
lion in the project, ANAM-
BRA PEOPLE reports.

The company had already 
dragged the state government 
and its agencies to an Onitsha 
High Court presided by Hon 
Justice S. I Oguji over the 
matter.

The defendants in the case 
are the Anambra State gov-

ernment, the Commissioner 
for Justice and Attorney Gen-
eral, the Commissioner for 
Lands and Urban Planning, 
and Anambra State Invest-
ment Promotion and Protec-
tion Agency, ANSIPPA.

Officials of  the company 
said they observed to their 
dismay that government and 
its agencies which were de-
fendants in the case, were 
doing everything possible to 
frustrate expeditious hearing 
of  the matter.

Counsel to the plaintiff, Mr. 
Obinna Adindu informed the 
court during a resumed hear-
ing that despite its earlier or-

5th set of Doctors in 2 years graduates from IMSUTH.

der, agencies of  the state gov-
ernment have been making 
use of  the property without 
recourse to the original agree-
ment between the two parties.

However, counsel to the 
defendants, Mr. Ifeanyi Ag-
wuncha said it was not their 
intention to disobey the court, 
assuring that they would be 
ready for the defense during 
the next adjourned date.

The Managing Director of  
Urban Terminal 1 Transport 
Ltd, Onitsha, Mr. Obiora said 
the company was surprised at 
the action of  the state govern-
ment and its agencies.

He said: “We are disap-

pointed because this is an 
investment transaction that 
is running on heavy interest 
from the financial institutions. 
The matter was adjourned for 
definitive hearing and cross 
examination of  witnesses, 
only for us to be served series 
of  court processes by the de-
fendants in court.

“To the best of  our knowl-
edge, those actions are simply 
meant to delay the course of  
justice. They are just buying 
time and we are surprised that 
a state that hurriedly chased 
us away from our investment 
without court order is saying 
they are not ready to defend 

that action.
“The judge has adjourned 

the case till December, 2022 
and meanwhile the interest 
on the loan used for the in-
vestment is running.

“During the last hearing, 
the judge gave a definitive or-
der that the status quo should 
be maintained but up till now, 
the government and its agen-
cies are not respecting that 
order.

”The governor and agencies 
of  government that are meant 
to abide by the ruling of  the 
court were all written and it is 
sad that they are flouting the 
order with impunity.

“This is a type of  invest-
ment that the state needs to 
encourage other investors  to 
come into Anambra and in-
vest. If  we are being treated 
in this manner after investing 
over N700m, how can other 
investors be encouraged?

“What we want is for the 
government to respect the 
court order issued by the 
judge which is that the status 
quo should be maintained un-
til the final determination of  

the case.
“Presently, the agents of  the 

state government are operat-
ing in the said terminal. They 
are not just operating; they 
are removing equipment we 
installed in the place.

“Last week, the armored 
cables that were used in pro-
viding power to the terminal 
were all looted and sold off.

“As this matter remains un-
resolved, we are losing heav-
ily because the investment 
is running in an interest rate 
of  over 30% and the original 
investment was in excess of  
N700m.”

Recall that the company 
and the administration of  for-
mer Governor Willie Obiano 
signed the agreement for the 
establishment of  the transport 
terminal at the Upper Iweka 
area of  Onitsha to ease the 
traffic gridlock in the area and 
generate revenue for govern-
ment.

Shortly after the takeoff  of  
the terminal, officials of  the 
state government allegedly 
chased the company away 
and started operating there.

2023 General Elections:
INEC to spend N355bn - Commission

T
he Independent 
National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) 

intends to spend N355 bil-
lion in 2023 for both the 
general elections and the 
annual budget of  the estab-
lishment.

Out of  this amount, the 
National Assembly had in 
2021, approved N305 bil-
lion for the conduct of  the 
2023 general elections.

The Commission, how-
ever, submitted a budget of  
N50 billion to the Nation-
al Assembly as its annual 

budget for consideration 
and approval.

The N50 billion is an 
increment of  N10 billion 
compared to 2022 budget 
of  the Commission, which 
was N40 billion as ap-
proved by the apex legisla-
tive Assembly.

In the 2023 budget sub-
mitted to the Senate Com-
mittee on Electoral Matters 
for approval, N2.6 billion 
was earmarked for off  sea-
son elections such as Kogi, 
Imo and Bayelsa governor-
ship elections.

The elections for the 
three states will hold on 
November 11, 2023, ac-

cording to the time table 
schedule by the country’s 
electoral umpire.

NNPC, firm sign agreement to end licensing dispute

N
NPC’s Chief  Fi-
nance Officer, Umar 
Ajiya, signed the 

agreement on behalf  of  his 
company, while the Manag-
ing Director for Addax, Yon-
ghong Chen, signed for the 
oil firm.

With the agreement, the 
protracted dispute on OMLs 
123/124, 126/137, operated 
by Addax Petroleum Nigeria 
Limited, has finally been laid 
to rest.

The Production Sharing 
Contract for the blocks was 
initially signed in 1973 be-

tween NNPC and Ashland, 
but was terminated after 25 
years.

The NNPC then signed 
another PSC with Addax in 
1998 on the blocks and oper-
ated through Addax Petrole-
um for another 24yrs.

The Addax PSCs were as-
sociated with complexities 
and attendant disputes, as the 
assets suffered lack of  invest-
ment due multiple historical 
litigations. Last year, issues 
around the revocation of  the 
licences were reconsidered 
and the upstream industry 

regulator advised that the 
asset be returned to the con-
cessionaires to ensure a clean 
and amicable exit for Addax.

The NNPC commenced 
formal engagements with 
Addax and the Nigerian Up-
stream Regulatory Commis-
sion on the issue in January 
this year. This culminated in 

the preparation and signing 
of  a Transfer, Settlement and 
Exit Agreement.

Speaking during the agree-
ment signing in Abuja on 
Tuesday, The Group Chief  
Executive Officer, NNPC, 
Mele Kyari, who attended 
virtually, said the deal would 
boost the production of  crude 
oil from the assets.

3 gunmen killed by security 
operatives in Anambra 

S
ecurity operatives in An-
ambra State have killed 
three fierce-looking gun-

men during a duel. The inci-
dent took place on Wednes-
day at Umunze, Orumba 
South local government area. 

The gunmen had different 
charms on their bodies, in-
cluding legs, necks, waists, 
and hands. 

It was gathered that the 
gunmen were part of  the 

group killing innocent cit-
izens around the Orumba 
area. Anambra Police spokes-
man Ikenga Tochukwu could 
not be reached as his phone 
was switched off. But one of  
the senior police officers in 
the Command confirmed the 
incident to ABN TV. 

He said a combined team 
of  the Police and Military 
carried out the operation 
around 4:30 pm.

Inflation: Bank of England jacks up
interest rate to 3%, biggest hike in 33 yrs  

T
he Bank of  England 
on Thursday jacked 
interest rate from 0.75 

percent to 3 percent to fight 
soaring inflation, the highest 
hike since 1989.

This is despite the predic-
tion that higher interest rates 
would push the economy 
into the longest recession 
since the 1930s.

In a split vote, the central 
bank’s monetary policy com-
mittee (MPC) voted by a 7-2 
majority for the biggest in-
crease in rates since 1989 to 
combat an inflation rate that 
hit 10.1% in September, The 
Guardian reports.

The last time rates in-

creased by more than 0.5% 
was in 1989. John Major’s 
government was forced into 
a 2% hike during the ex-
change rate mechanism cri-
sis in 1992, though for less 
than 24 hours before it was 
scrapped.

Former Prime Minister 
Liz Truss’ “mini” budget in 
late September — with its 
promise of  £45 billion ($51.6 
billion) of  unfunded tax cuts 
— crashed the pound, col-
lapsed bond prices, sparked 
mayhem in mortgage mar-
kets and prompted an emer-
gency intervention by the 
Bank of  England to save 
pension funds from insolven-
cy.

Mahmood Yakubu,
INEC Chairman



oming after the sad 

Cpassing of  Davido's 
s o n ,  I f e a n y i 

Adeleke, controversial and 
acclaimed investigative 
journalist, Kemi Olunloyo, 
has alleged that their is a 
generat ional  course  in 
Davido's family.

Kemi Filani News broke 
the story about Ifeanyi's 
death. Ifeanyi Adeleke died 
on Monday, October 31.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
information gathered by 
Kemi Filani News, Ifeanyi 
Adeleke got drowned a few 
days after his third birthday 
which was on October 20. 

A source close to the 
family stated, “The boy was 
inside water for too long and 
they pulled him out and 
rushed him to the hospital,” 
the family source said under 
anonymity to await an 
official statement.

He was rushed Evercare 
Hospital in Lekki where he 
was pronounced dead on 
ar r iva l .  I t  was  fur ther 
gathered his parents, Davido 

i g e r i a ' s  m u s i c 

Ns e n s a t i o n , 
Patoranking, has 

been lined up among the 
artistes that will entertain 
fans at the 2022 FIFA World 
Cup in Qatar.

T h e  3 2 - ye a r - o l d , 
according to information on 
FIFA's website, will mount 
the stage on November 28.

Patoranking, whose 
r e a l  n a m e  i s  P a t r i c k 
Nnaemeka Okorie, is lined 
u p  t o  p e r f o r m  a t  t h e 
Mundial along with DJ 
Aseel, Gims, Miami Band, 
Julian Marley and The 

a m o u s  N i g e r i a n Factor, Yul Edochie, 
says the time has 

come for him to fulfil his 

nwaivered by the 

Ur e c e n t 
c o n d e s c e n d i n g 

action of  the presidential 
c a n d i d a t e  o f  t h e  A l l 
P rog res s ives  Cong res s 
(APC), Bola Tinubu against 
her hours ago, actress Funke 
Akinde le  has  dec lared 
herself  the Deborah of  
L a g o s  s t a t e  a n d  h a s 
continued in her political 
campaign for the Lagos state 
gubernatorial seat.

Kemi FIlani recalls that 
Bola Tinubu had warned 
those campaigning for him 
not to mention the name of  
Funke Akindele, Nollywood 
actress and PDP's Lagos 
gubernatorial running mate, 
in his presence.

Tinubu  rebuked  h i s 
s u p p o r t e r s  d u r i n g  a 
campaign held in Lagos on 

l a u n c h i n g 
#TheAdelekecourse TikTok 
DOCUSERIES based on 
true life stories my father 
told me about several years 
ago. Late Uncle Isiaka was 
very close to my dad. I was 
v e r y  c l o s e  t o  L a t e 
VeroImade in ATL, babysat 
David a few times in my 
ATL days 1992, 2003. This 
will be the sequel to my 
u n d e r r a t e d  Yo u T u b e 
d o c u s e r i e s 
#SurvivingDavido.There is 
a generational curse no one 
can fully explain BUT I 
personally believe only 
DAVIDO can BREAK IT 
SPIRITUALLY.”

Kemi Olunloyo also 
shared photos of  Davido's 
friends and associates who 
have died.

unveiled Judy Austin as his 
second wife.

Yul Edochie disclosed 
this in a YouTube video, 
revealing that his calling to 
b e  a  m i n i s t e r  o f  G o d 
happened many years ago, 
but he felt it was not the right 
time.

Edochie added that the 
calling had become intense 
recently, and even more 
when he realised that God 
made him successful so he 
could use  the  fame to 
promote the gospel and 
touch lives.

“I have a calling to serve 
God and be his minister of  
God. I have a calling to be a 
preacher of  God, to preach 
the word of  God through 
action. I had this call a long 
time ago, actually, many 

h i g h l i g h t i n g  h e r 
achievement and why her 
dreams are valid for the girl 
child.

Funke Akindele calls out 
Lagos state government over 
flood crisis

We e k s  a g o ,  F u n k e 
Akindele, called out the 
Lagos state government over 
the recent flood scare.

This comes after several 
warning signals were sent 
out on a predicted flood 
about to hit the state.

Akindele tagged the state 
Government as irresponsible 
for not declaring a state of  
emergency, especially in the 
riverine communities.

S h e  t o o k  t o  h e r 
Instagram page and wrote, 
“After speaking with people 
in several wards across the 
state, I feel compelled to 
share my concern about the 
safety of  Lagosians in all 

years ago.
“But I always felt the 

time had not come or the 
timing wasn't right. But now, 
it's very strong. I feel the time 
has come. God has blessed 
me in this life, and by the 
grace of  God, I have become 
one of  the biggest and most 
celebrated actors in Nigeria 
and Africa.

“I have realised God 
lifted me as an actor so I can 
become one of  his ministers 
and use that fame to preach 
the  word  of  God.  My 
purpose in life is to become a 
minister of  God and touch 
lives,” he said.

Edochie said he would 
not quit acting as a pastor 
b u t  wo u l d  e n s u r e  h i s 
projects align with God's 
word.

areas of  the state.
“ T h e  L a g o s  s t a t e 

government put out a flood 
warning for several parts of  
the state. But it is yet to 
a n n o u n c e  a  s t a t e  o f  
e m e r ge n c y  o r  s h a r e  a 
detailed response plan in the 
e v e n t  t h a t  f l o o d i n g 
endangers  the  l ives  of  
citizens. 

The fact that Lagos state 
has not declared a state of  
emergency, especially in the 
riverine communities, is 
extremely irresponsible. And 
puts so many Lagosians at 
r i s k .  O u r  r i v e r i n e 
communities do not have 
functional gutters, flood 
canals built to channel flood 
water are filled with silt & 
blocked by refuse and our 
waterways are overrun by 
water hyacinths. It is a 
disaster waiting to happen.”

and Chioma had traveled for 
a family gathering to Ibadan 
yesterday and had lef t 
Ifeanyi with his minders 
who can't explain how he 
entered the pool without 
being noticed and drowned. 

Kem i  O lun loyo  on 
D a v i d o ' s  f a m i l y  a n d 
Ifeanyi's death

Kemi Olunloyo has 
taken to social media to 
a l l e ge  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a 
generational curse in the 
Adeleke family.

According to her, she 
will launch a docuseries on 
the numerous death and 
generational curse in the 
family.

Kemi further alleged 
that her father told her about 
Davido's late uncle, Isiaka 
Adeleke. She further stated 
that she was friends with 
Davido's late mother, Vero 
Imade Adeleke and she 
babysat Davido.

She also alleged that 
only Davido can spiritually 
break the curse in his family.

She wrote, “Today I'm 

Uprising, Myrath, Hassan 
Shakosh, and clean bandit.

It would be recalled 
that multiple award-winning 
singer Davido was featured 
on the official World Cup 
soundt rack ,  a longs ide 
American star Trinidad 
C a r d o n a  a n d  Q a t a r i 
sensation Aisha.

FIFA is expected to 
roll out more names of  
musicians that will thrill fans 
during the global soccer 
fiesta.

The 2022 FIFA World 
C u p  w i l l  r u n  f r o m 
November 20 to December 
18 in eight venues across five 
cities in Qatar.

purpose as a minister of  
God.

Recall that the actor has 
been in the news since he 

Wednesday.
T i n u b u  s e n d s  a 

condescending message to 
Funke Akindele

At the political outing, 
his supporters had sung a 
c a m p a i g n  s o n g .  T h e y 
described Funke Akindele as 
a political 'ant' compared to 
the incumbent Governor, 
Babajide Sanwo-Olu.

 “Who is Funke Akindele 
before Sanwo-Olu of  Lagos? 
She is an ant,” the supporters 
sang.

B u t  T i nu b u  f u m e d : 
“Don ' t  even  bother  to 
mention her name in my 
presence. It is an insult. It is 
disrespectful.”

In a swift reaction on 
social media moments ago, 
Funke Akindele shared a 
video of  herself, proudly 
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e n  a r e  n o t Mc o m p l i c a t e d 
beings.

Ladies, we bet you have 
always wondered what 
turns men on. 

Well,  Christmas has 
come early cause we will 
break it down to you. Unlike 
women,  men are  such 
simple beings you don't 
need to try too hard to turn a 

ore unmarried Mb a b e s  a r e 
b e c o m i n g 

attracted to married men, 
and intentionally seeking 
them out for relationships. 
Here's why.

Surely it's not new that 
married men, particularly 
those in Lagos, are having 
s u s t a i n e d  r o m a n t i c 
relationships and open 
s e x u a l  a f f a i r s  w i t h 
younger, single women. 
However, while it used to 
f e e l  a s  t h o u g h  t h e s e 
married men tricked the 
unmarried women into the 
relationships, things seem 
to now be changing. 

M o r e  u n m a r r i e d 
women are apparently 
becoming at t racted to 
m a r r i e d  m e n ,  a n d 
intentionally seeking them 
out for seduction. 

For context, over the 
period of  over seven days on 
popular relationship expert, 
Joro Olumofin's Instagram 

is one reason why. 
Another reason for this 

could be the need for 
independence; to be free to 
enjoy sexual satisfaction 
and all other pleasures of  a 
relationship without actually 
being in a relationship. 

“I know a babe who is 
dating a married man just for 
the sex,” says Dairo,  a 
photographer in Lagos. 

“She says she does not 
want the clinginess that normal 
boyfriends often come with. She 
wants to keep partying and 
living as she deems fit and not 
sh i f t ing  and  bend ing  t o 
accommodate some guy in her 
life. 

"They meet, have sex, 
hang out a little, fool around, 
have some great laughs; after 
which the married man returns 
home to his family and she to 
her preferred life of  singleness. 

“I think, like her, many 
women want both relationships 
benefits and the independence; 
a thing which may be difficult 

he first date is scary, There's how to diffuse 
the tension and have 

a great experience.
Anyone who is single 

and searching will tell you 
that first dates are scary. 
There 's  the anxiety of  
getting to meet someone for 
the first time, what should 
you say or do? 

If  you fail to plan, you 
plan to fail 

There's the planning of  
the actual date, you two 
m u s t  b e  i n v o l v e d  i n 
planning the date, and you 
shouldn't let one person do 
it. You both want to do 
something you love and are 
comfortable with, pitch 
ideas to each other and see 
what works. 

After planning a date, 
you have to solve logistics 
and costs.  Where is  i t 
located? Is everyone paying 
for  themselves?  I f  i t ' s 
important to the woman 
that the man pays, talk about 
it. Ask if  he or she has a 

guy on. No seriously. 
Here's a list of things 

girls do that turn men on: 
1. A lady with ambition 

a n d  o n e  w h o  i s 
independent. 

A lady that has her ducks 
in a row and can bankroll 
herself  is a major turn on. 
But, be sure that you don't 
come off  as a braggart 
ta lking al l  about  your 

blog few months back, I 
witnessed reports upon 
reports roll in, personal 
accounts underlining the 
commonness of  the practice 
and proving how it  is 
seemingly becoming a 'goal' 
for young, single women to 
have married partners as 
opposed to dating someone 
single just like them. 

Why single women 
date married men 

T h e  o b v i o u s  f i r s t 
reason why this relationship 
s e e m s  t o  b e  t h r i v i n g 
logically has to be for the 
financial benefits attached 
to such romantic affairs. 

An Instagram user 
s h a r e s  h i s  p e r s o n a l 
e x p e r i e n c e  o n  Jo r o ' s 
Instagram page within the 
period mentioned above. 
Being single and unable to 
get any girls despite several 
attempts, he had gotten a 
ring and put it  on his 
wedding finger. Like magic, 
girls became drawn to him 

with a boyfriend or some other 
single guy who may likely start 
to catch feelings after a while of  
having sex.” 

T h e  r e l a t i v e 
detachment which many 
married men often feel 
towards side-chicks is very 
perfect and enables this 
independence that Dairo 
speaks of. 

Sometimes, it is said, 
women want  both the 
freedom to live as they 
please, while still enjoying 
relationship benefits. A 
married man comes in 
h a n d y  i n  s u c h 
instances.[Credit Pinterest] 

A y o ,  a  f u n - l o ve r, 
believes that there's also a 
belief  among women that 
m a r r i e d  m e n ,  d u e  t o 
experience, know how to 
treat women better. For 
some other babes, this is the 
attraction point. 

Having been with a 
married woman for a while 

budget. 
The first impression 
Getting to meet the 

person. No matter how the 
conversation was online, an 
actual physical conversation 
is scarier, you get to know 
who the person really is. 

Most people also simply 
don't know how to act when 
they meet someone for the 
first time, however, the 
entire atmosphere is filled 
with so many expectations 
that you might ruin your 
chance with them. 

Girls just wanna have 
fun 

A basic rule of  thumb is 
never to take first dates too 
seriously and never say too 
much. No one needs to 
know that you used to be a 
drug addict or that your 
boyfriend cheated on you 
with your best friend. 

Something light 
It's a precarious line, you 

don't want to overexpose, 
yet you shouldn't be mute. 

One of  the best ways to 

achievements and showing 
o f f ,  t h a t ' s  w h e n 
independence becomes a 
turn off. Remember men are 
not into high maintenance 
women. 

2. Confidence. 
3. Wearing leggings or 

yoga pants. 
Leggings will clearly 

outline your silhouette and 
men get to see what they're 

and offered sex as cheaply as 
imaginable. 

“…That wedding ring 
signifies success and stability 
which these lazy Nigeria girls 
like,” the anonymous user 
writes. Whether or not he 
was being 100% sincere is 
another thing, I concede. 

Regardless, the idea, 
apparently, for many women 
who intentional ly date 
married men, is that young 
men of  their own age are yet 
to find their feet and would 
find it difficult to meet the 
outlandish demands they 
make in order to fund their 
unsusta inable,  opulent 
lifestyles. But guess who has 
m o r e  t h a n  e n o u g h  t o 
sponsor trips abroad, super-
expensive weaves and all 
o t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e 
glamorous life these women 
seek? 

Sure, you guessed right! 
So the need to sustain an 

expensive lifestyle regardless 
of  a low economic standing 

and being a man in his mid-
thirties and older would have 
enabled him to not just be 
more financially loaded, but 
also very experienced at 
treating women with more 
care and their bodies to more 
pleasure. 

Dating married men is 
wrong 

The reasons for dating 
married people, no matter 
how logical they sound to 
those proffering them, are 
still not, and never will be 
enough,  to  jus t i fy  the 
practice of  dating someone 
else's husband. And of  
course, it won't hold water as 
an excuse for married men 
who cheat on their wives, 
too. 

Some might say karma 
w i l l  s h ow  u p  a t  yo u r 
doorstep later in life, but 
whether or not it does is a 50-
50 thing. In the meantime 
though, deal with the battle 
in your conscience. 

k e e p  t h e  c o nve r s a t i o n 
moving is by talking about 
things that are currently 
happening e.g how your day 
or week went, an event that 
happened at work or school, 
a show you are currently 
watching, or your views on 
recent happenings. 

These topics will keep 
everything light, but telling 
someone you just met how 
your father left you when you 
were 10, and you've never felt 
love might be too much for 
them to handle. 

Be positive 
L a s t l y,  l o o k  a t  t h e 

positives. If  you go out on 
many dates, you can be 
overly critical of  people. 

So, take a step back and 
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e i r  g o o d 
qualities, listen to what they 
are saying and try to have 
fun, don't bog yourself  down 
by wondering if  they are the 
one for you or not, be present 
in the moment and have fun. 

working with without even 
seeing you naked and that's a 
turn on. 

4. A girl that can play PS 
with the guys or knows a 
thing or two about sports. 

Okay you don't have to 
know all the footballers out 
there but men will appreciate 
a girl that can just kick it with 
boys, play PS together or 
watch a  footba l l  game 
w i t h o u t  n a g g i n g  o r 
complaining every other 
second. On this point, the 
m e n  a l s o  a p p r e c i a t e 
competitiveness - you know 
when you're playing say a 
game of  cards with your man 
and you nudge him after you 
win? Not like in a fighting 
way but just being a little bit 
extra? Yeah that shit is cute. 

5. A girl with an appetite. 
First of  all, a man will 

appreciate when you can 
cook a good meal for him. 
You don't have to match 
Gordon Ramsay's culinary 

 beautiful woman who 

Ak n ow s  h e r  wo r t h 
won't stick around 

ugly situations. 
Women deserve all the 

love and care in the world and 
they run from men who do 
these; 

1. Being too controlling 
Ye s,  i t ' s  g o o d  t o  b e 

interested in her life, but you 
can't control everything she 
does. Meddling in her life 
choices, dictating what she can 
do, where she can go, who she 
can talk to and just being the 
Hitler of  her life is a sure way to 
lose her. 

prowess it's the thought that 
counts. It's also super cute 
when you can chow down a 
bowl of  food. Men generally 
love food and eat a lot so if  
you have a great appetite, 
that's a good thing for most 
guys. 

6. When you have the 
same music taste. 

Might sound surprising, 
but imagine going on a road 
trip with a hip hop head and 
you like country music? 
Boring much? Liking the 
same music plays a huge part 
in building the chemistry 
between the two of  you. 

7. Laughing. 
I t ' l l  b o o s t  a  g u y ' s 

confidence to know that he 
can make you happy. Even if  
the joke was lame, smile. 
Happy girls are the prettiest, 
they say! 

8. Smelling good. 
9. Wearing their clothes. 
You know those lazy 

weekends when you wake up 

2. Being a horrible listener 
Women love men who 

listen to them, not just hear 
them. Listening involves active 
participation. When she's 
talking to you, she wants you 
to nod, agree, drop comments 
and most importantly, change 
when it's about a behavior she 
doesn't like. 

3. Cheating 
You can lose  a  good 

woman by cheating on her. 
Many women find cheating 
disrespectful - and they should. 
Depending on the dynamics of  
the relationship, some women 
stay in a marriage after the man 

and wear his shirt or t-shirt? 
No makeup on, hair down 
etc, men like that. Of  course, 
every now and then you can 
get dolled up for your man 
but you should also show 
him that you're confident in 
your own skin, without the 
makeup or stylish clothes. In 
fact, once in a while surprise 
him by showing up in say 
baggy or boyfriend jeans or 
something if  he's always 
used to seeing you in girly 
outfits. The fact you can 
switch up outfits and look 
good in anything is a major 
turn on for most guys. 

10. Positivity. 
It's not always easy to 

remain positive when things 
go awry so when guys find a 
chic that stays positive 
through thick and thin, that's 
a major turn on. 

11. Eye contact. 
See a guy you like in a 

club? Simple, just make eye 
contact! 

cheated. 
4. Selfishness 
At the heart of  every 

woman and man is the desire 
for  love and one of  the 
characteristics of  love is 
selflessness, putting others 
first, no woman wants to be 
with a selfish man. 

5. Anger issues 
A man who cannot control 

his anger is a huge red flag. 
Anger issues can also manifest 
themselves in physical ways, 
but at the heart of  it, no woman 
wants a man who screams at 
her or throws tantrums. 
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ach  person  wi th Eneuropathy would 
have a different story 

if  they were to be seen in a 
waiting area. Each person 
would have a different story 
about their neuropathy. The 
type of  symptoms they 
experience and the severity 
of  the symptoms they've 
tried. 

N e u r o p a t h y,  m o r e 
spec i f i ca l ly  per iphera l 
neuropathy is too complex 
for one-size-fits-all. 

We specialize in all 
aspec t s  o f  neuropathy 
including pain relief  at 
South Valley Neurology. 
We  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t 
neuropathy can only be 
overcome if  we get to know 
you and your needs. 

Let's discuss the top 
r e a s o n s  c u s t o m i z e d 
n e u r o p a t hy  t r e a t m e n t 
should be considered. 

There Are Many Causes 
Of Neuropathy 

The first step in healing 
any health problem involves 
identifying and treating the 
root cause. Neuropathy can 
have many causes. 

Toxins

any people will Ma d m i t  t h a t 
v i s i t i n g  t h e 

dentist is not something they 
would like to do. The actual 
number of  people who avoid 
visiting the dentist because 
they fear or have dental 
anxiety is between 9% and 
15%. 

Although the dentist may 
seem scary, many benefits 
will  make you want to 
schedule an appointment 
fast. Continue reading to see 
the 7 benefits regular dental 
visits can bring you and your 
smile. 

What Happens At A 
Dental Visit? 

A dental visit consists of  
two parts. The New Image 
Denta l  dent i s t  in  Los 
Angeles will first examine 
your whole oral health, 
including your teeth and 
g u m s.  To  ge t  a  b e t t e r 
examination of  what's going 
on inside your mouth, they 
will take X-rays. 

The dentist will then 
perform a basic cleaning 
removing any tar tar or 
plaque buildup. The dentist 
will then provide a plan of  
follow-up and help you to 
schedule any additional 
work, such as a root canal. 

1. Future Problems Can 
Be Prevented 

While you may believe 
that a dentist only works on 
your teeth and gums, there 

treatment that addresses 
their root cause. 

Sometimes the nerves 
heal and you can improve 
your symptoms by treating 
the problem. We will focus 
on your management if  you 
have an irreversible chronic 
condition like diabetes, 
chronic kidney disease, or 
autoimmune disease. 

Neuropathy Can Cause 
A Variety Of Symptoms 

T h r e e  t y p e s  o f  
peripheral neuropathy are 
responsible for transmitting 

eating and flossing at least 
once a day can make your 
teeth healthier and prevent 
bacteria from building up. 
You may need  a  more 
personalized routine for your 
dental hygiene. In this case, 
you will want to continue 
with your regular dental 
c h e c k u p s  t o  h a v e 
professionals monitor your 
oral health. 

4.  Assistance  With 
Related Issues 

You may not be aware of  
some problems that could 
affect your dental health, 

a n n e r s  a n d Mhyg i e n e  w h e n 
using the gym and 

gym equipment are essential.
Going to the gym is 

becoming a pastime for most 
people but they have to 
remember that a gym is a 
public place, just like a 
swimming pool, and you 
have to take extra care 
because if  you are misusing 
the facilities, it'll still come 
around to haunt you. 

Here are some basic gym 
etiquette everyone should 
imbibe: 

1. Always shower/ brush 
before you go to the gym and 
wear clean clothes 

Some people go to the 
gym with two days pile of  

you might feel tingling or 
electric shock sensations. Or 
y o u  m a y  e x p e r i e n c e 
numbness. 

Motor nerves transmit 
information from your brain 
into your muscles. These 
nerves can be affected by 
neuropathy, which can lead 
to weak muscles or muscle 
cramps. You can also lose 
your muscles. 

Your body's autonomic 
n e r v e s  c o n t r o l  b o d y 
functions such as breathing, 
digestion, heart rate, and 
digestion. A wide variety of  
symptoms can result from 
damage to the autonomic 
nervous system, including 
nausea, excessive sweating, 
rapid heartbeat, and changes 
in body temperature. 

Let's just say that every 
pe r so n  su f f e r ing  f r o m 
neuropathy is unique and 
requ i res  a  cus tomized 
treatment plan. 

C h a n g e s  I n 
Neuropathic Pain 

The intensity and quality 
of  neuropathic pain can vary 
in frequency, duration, and 
severity. Every person will 
have a different experience, 

dentist to determine the 
c a u s e  o f  t h e  o d o r . 
Sometimes, it could be a 
medical condition that must 
be treated immediately. 

6. Provides Peace Of 
Mind 

D e n t a l  p a i n  a n d 
concerns about your oral 
health can keep you awake at 
night. If  left untreated, many 
issues can lead to serious 
consequences. Regular visits 
t o  y o u r  d e n t i s t  a r e 
important. 

The dentist can assess 
your oral health, help with 
discomfort, and give you the 
plan to follow up. These 
components will help you 

Sweat, slime, spit and 
other body fluids are reasons 
enough for you to have 
disinfectant wipes handy at 
the gym, not only to wipe 
your bodily secretions but 
others! Before you use any 
gym equipment make sure 
you disinfect it. 

3. Wear underwear 

Diabetes
Alcoholism
Cancer
Kidney disease
Hypothyroidism
Some medications
Pe r i p h e r a l  a r t e r i a l 

disease
Vi ra l  and  bac te r i a l 

infections
Vitamin B12 deficiency
Autoimmune diseases
These are just a few of  

many health conditions that 
can lead to neuropathy. Each 
patient needs individualized 

are many other aspects to 
dental health. Regular dental 
visits are beneficial because 
they can spot potential 
problems that could become 
more serious later. If  they 
notice a small cavity or 
notice your gums aren't in 
the best shape, they can 
provide treatment right 
away. 

2. Keep Your Teeth 
Healthy 

S o m e t i m e s  a  t o o t h 
becomes so damaged and 
ro t t en  tha t  i t  mus t  be 
extracted. There is only one 
set of  adult teeth, so it can be 
very detrimental to your 
overall oral health. 

Many things can happen 
to your mouth when you lose 
t e e t h .  T h i s  c a n  c a u s e 
discomfort and change the 
way you see your smile. 
Regular dental visits are a 
great way to save your teeth. 
I t  prevents  i r reversible 
damage. 

3. Education On Proper 
Dental Hygiene 

Many people don't know 
how to properly maintain 
their dental health. People 
only floss once a day and 
most people only brush their 
teeth twice a day. Although it 
may not seem like a major 
problem, this can lead to 
more serious problems in the 
long term. 

Even small habits like 
brushing your teeth after 

signals throughout the body: 
m o t o r ,  s e n s o r y  a n d 
autonomic nerves. Your 
s y m p t o m s  w i l l  v a r y 
depending on the type of  
nerve affected, the number 
of  damaged nerves, and 
where it occurs in your body. 

Sensory nerves receive 
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t 
temperature, pain, and other 
sensations. They then relay 
the information to your 
brain. The most common 
s y m p t o m  o f  d a m a ge d 
sensory nerves is pain. Also, 

such as sleeping difficulties 
or headaches due to grinding 
your teeth. Regular visits to 
the dentist can help you 
identify and treat these 
problems. 

5. Treat Bad Breath 
Chronic bad breath can 

be due to variety of  factors, 
including morning breath 
and eating too many onions. 
Poor oral hygiene habits can 
lead to halitosis, a condition. 
T h i s  c o n d i t i o n  i s  n o t 
something you should ignore 
or attempt to treat yourself. 

You should visit the 

filth and stink, some people 
don't even brush! That's 
wild. They just roll off  their 
bed and head to the gym. At 
the very least shower the 
night before if  you want to go 
to the gym the next day 

Why do you want to 
constitute a nuisance by 
stinking up the whole place? 
Be generous with your 
deodorant and perfume too. 
Have your bath before and 
after  exercis ing.  Sweat 
causes body odour. 

Also, wash your gym wear 
after you wear them. Yes, 
that's one wash per use 
because they really stink. 

2. Wipe every surface 
before and after you use 
them 

but that's not the end of  the 
c h a l l e n g e.  Yo u r  p a i n 
e x p e r i e n c e  m i g h t  b e 
different from one another at 
times and without warning. 

It can be excruciating or 
m i l d ,  c o n t i n u o u s  o r 
i n t e r m i t t e n t ,  o r 
unpredictable. Your pain can 
change from the intensity 
y o u  t h o u g h t  i t  w a s . 
S o m e t i m e s ,  y o u  m a y 
experience pain that is more 
difficult to manage than your 
normal daily pain. 

Although every aspect 
of  neuropathy requires 
personalized care, it  is 
particularly important to 
ease your pain. This is when 
you need to rely on the 
e x p e r t i s e  o f  o u r 
interventional experts. 

B e c a u s e  o u r 
interventional treatments 
specifically target the nerves 
that are causing your pain, 
we can help you get relief. 
Your treatment could reduce 
nerve inflammation, or stop 
nerves sending pain signals 
to the brain. 

live with less worry and more 
peace of  mind. 

7. Enjoy A Smile You 
Love 

Although this may seem 
like a minor benefit of  
regular dental visits it has 
many  dee per  bene f i t s. 
Everyone will agree that 
ever yone would love a 
beautiful smile. Regular 
visits to the dentist can help 
you achieve this. 

Regular cleanings are the 
key to achieving pearly 
whites. Follow the dentist's 
recommendations for taking 
care of  your smile. 

Some people want to be 
allowed to go to the gym 
without wearing underwear- 
immediately no. Your gym 
mater ia l  i s  made  wi th 
thinner and lighter material, 
and though it absorbs sweat, 
please add that padding, so 
you don't rub your genitals 
on gym equipment. 

Neuropathy: Why custom-made treatment is important

Health benefits of regular dental visits 

Three basic etiquette every gym lover must follow 



Manchester United.
At the other end of  the 

f i e ld ,  i t  was  a  l ack  o f  
creativity from open play that 
saw England relegated from 
the Uefa Nations League as 
they twice failed to beat any 
of  Germany, Hungary or 
Italy in recent months.

A goal  drought  was 
washed away in a thrilling 3-3 
draw wi th  Ger many a t 
Wembley  in  the i r  f ina l 
competitive game before the 
tournament and the pressure 
is on Southgate to get the likes 
o f  Mason Mount ,  Phi l 
Foden, Bukayo Saka and 
Jude Bellingham performing 
as regularly at international 
level as they do for their clubs.

England's hopes could 
t h o u g h  c o m e  d ow n  t o 
keeping captain Harry Kane 
fit as the Tottenham Hotspur 
s t r i k e r  b e a r s  d ow n  o n 
becoming his  countr y ' s 
highest ever goalscorer at 
international level.

Kane is just two goals 
short of  Wayne Rooney's 
record of  53 and is one of  the 
favourites to walk away with 
another Golden Boot as the 
World Cup's top goalscorer.

IRAN'S POLITICAL 
PREPARATION

Iran's preparations have 

Hag's project has slowly 
began to take shape.

 “I've been in football for 
quite a while despite being 
only 30 and his obsession 
f o r  w i n n i n g  i s  w h a t 
surprised me the most,” 
said Casemiro, who played 
under Zinedine Zidane and 
Carlo Ancelotti during his 
time at Madrid.

“I think he's got many 
strengths. We all know it's a 
process and we are growing 
together and we all see that 
he wants to win.

“But his obsession for 
teaching us and leaving 
everything perfect to the 
millimetre, that is key.

“ H i s  o b s e s s i o n  f o r 
winning is something I've 
only seen in very few 
managers.”

Ten Hag surprised many 
by not throwing Casemiro 
straight into the team 
following his £70 million 
move ($81 million).

The Brazilian was left on 
the bench for his first four 
Premier League games, but 
has been instrumental in 
United's current eight-game 
unbeaten run.

And Ten Hag hailed the 
midfielder's desire to seek 
out a fresh challenge after a 

l a s h e s  b e t w e e n 

CEngland, Iran, the 
United States and 

Wales mean World Cup 
Group B is laced with 
political tension, but also 
boasts the highest average 
Fifa world ranking of  any of  
the sections in Qatar.

Despite heading to the 
Middle East on the back of  a 
s ix -game win less  r un , 
England undoubtedly start 
as favourites with Gareth 
Southgate's men looking to 
finally end a 56-year wait to 
claim a major international 
trophy.

The Three Lions have 
c o m e  c l o s e  r e c e n t l y, 
reaching the semifinals of  
the World Cup four years 
ago and the final of  Euro 
2020 on home soil.

H o w e ve r,  a  h e c t i c 
schedule for Southgate's 
squad with their clubs and 
little preparation time could 
see them caught cold in the 
group stages.

Injury concerns are 
piling up in defence for 
England with Reece James 
and Kyle Walker doubts to 
make the squad, while 
Harry Maguire is short of  
match fitness after falling 
down the pecking order at 

a n c h e s t e r MU n i t e d  b o s s 
Erik ten Hag's 

attention to detail and 
obsession to win have 
impressed Casemiro in his 
first few months at Old 
Trafford.

T h e  f i v e - t i m e 
C h a m p i o n s  L e a g u e 
winner joined United from 
Real Madrid in August 
and has made a big impact 
in recent weeks as Ten 

been besieged by political 
turmoil.

Protes t s  have  swe pt 
across the nation in the wake 
of  the death of  22-year-old 
Mahsa Amini following her 
ar res t  by  the  countr y ' s 
morality police.

Ac t iv i s t s,  inc lud ing 
former Iranian international 
Ali Karimi, have called on the 
team to make a stance in 
joining the protest movement 
with the eyes of  the world 
upon them in Qatar.

Fifa have even been asked 
to throw Iran out of  the 
competition and be replaced 
by Ukraine over the alleged 
use of  Iranian drones by 
Russia in its war against Kyiv.

On the field, with former 
Real Madrid coach Carlos 
Queiroz back as manager, 
Iran beat Uruguay in a 
friendly in September to back 
up an impressive qualifying 
campaign.

However, they could be 
without star striker Sardar 
Azmoun due to a torn calf  
muscle.

A meet ing  wi th  the 
United States brings back 
good memories for Team 
Melli of  a 2-1 win in a 
politically-charged World 
Cup clash in 1998.

glorious era of  success in 
Spain.

“He told me when we 
had the first talk he needs a 
new challenge because at 
Re a l  M a d r i d  h e  wo n 
everything,” said Ten Hag.

“He was a big part of  
Real Madrid still, they did 
not want him to go. But he 
had a feeling, this is what he 
told me, he had to go to 
another  c lub,  another 
league, to prove himself.

 “That shows his hunger 
and I really like that and I 
think from the first day he's 
come with that attitude, to 
every training session, 
every match and he proves 
it and I like it. He will prove 
more and more important 
for our team.”

United travel to Real 
Sociedad on Thursday 
needing to win by two clear 
goals to usurp the Spaniards 
at the top of  Europa League 
Group E and secure a place 
in the last 16.

Both sides have already 
qualified for the knockout 
phase with second place in 
the group facing a playoff  
against a side that has 
dropped down from the 
Champions League.

The Americans are back 
on the biggest stage after 
failing to qualify for Russia 
four years ago and have a 
s q u a d  n ow  f i l l e d  w i t h 
experience at the highest level 
in Europe.

However, manager Gregg 
Berhalter has been heavily 
criticised for a lack of  spark in 
a run of  one win in five games 
heading to Qatar.

nactivity in club football Ih a s  r a r e ly  p r eve n t e d 
G a r e t h  B a l e  f r o m 

flourishing at international 
level and Wales fans will 
desperately be hoping that 
remains true at the World Cup.

The 33-year-old Welsh 
talisman has been the driving 
force behind his country's 
renaissance over the past 
decade, which has included 
qualification for two European 
Championships and now a first 
World Cup appearance since 
1958.

Much of  that success was 
achieved while  Bale  was 
struggling to cement his place 
a m o n g  R e a l  M a d r i d ' s 
“Galacticos”, increasingly 
pushed to the margins as an 
unloved and under-used squad 
player.

So when Los Angeles FC 
swooped for the five-time 
Champions League winner in 
June, it seemed like a match 
made in heaven.

Los Angeles would get a 
proven match-winner to deliver 
impetus and experience as they 
chased a maiden Major League 
Soccer crown.

Bale meanwhile would get 
the chance to play regular 
football, honing his match 
sharpness in order to arrive in 
Qatar in peak condition.

To say it has not quite 
worked out like that is an 
understatement.

While Los Angeles have 
marched impressively into 
Saturday's MLS Cup final 
championship game, they have 
done so largely without Bale.

Since arriving in the US in 
July, Bale has started in just two 

Wales are back at a World 
Cup for the first time since 
1958 in what could be Gareth 
B a l e ' s  f a r ewe l l  o n  t h e 
international stage.

Bale has helped inspire 
his country to the knockout 
s t a ge s  o f  t h e  l a s t  t wo 
European Championships, 
f a m o u s ly  r e a c h i n g  t h e 
semifinals in 2016.

At 33 and now featuring 

games,  whi le  making  10 
appearances as a substitute.

In the post-season, a leg 
injury meant Bale played no 
part in LAFC's wins over the 
Los Angeles Galaxy and 
Austin.

If, as seems likely, Bale fails 
to get game time against the 
Philadelphia Union in this 
weekend's MLS Cup, it will 
mean that the Welsh captain 
has not kicked a ball in anger in 
nearly two months when he 
lines up against the United 
States in Wales' Group B 
opener on November 21.

Wales manager Rob Page 
insists he is unconcerned by 
Bale 's  latest  spell  on the 
sidelines.

“He's fine,” Page told Sky 
Sports in a recent interview. 
“I've had conversations with 
him and he's okay. He's fine. 
He's at the age now where he 
has to manage his body.

“He's got that experience to 
help him understand his body 
and how to get him in the best 
place possible for us.”

L o s  A n g e l e s  F C ' s 
management is also standing 
s t a u n c h l y  b e h i n d  t h e 
W e l s h m a n ,  w h i l e 
acknowledging that some 
“hiccups” have prevented him 
from making a full-throated 
start to his career in MLS.

“We looked at Gareth as a 
player who we thought we 
could get up to speed and 
healthy and contributing – and 
I do want to highlight that he 
did,” Los Angeles general 
manager John Thorrington 
told ESPN.

“He helped win us a number 
of  games when he could come 

for LAFC, Bale is no longer 
the force he once was and 
managing he and Aaron 
Ramsey through three group 
games in eight days will be a 
challenge for Rob Page.

But Wales will still fancy 
their chances of  getting 
through with their first two 
games against the USA and 
Iran before a grudge match 
against neighbours England.

in and play. It's just been 
unfortunate that he had a 
couple of  hiccups physically 
that have precluded him from 
playing a larger role.

“He works incredibly hard, 
he is a top professional and 
when he is healthy and able to 
contribute, we've seen what he 
can do in this league and we're 
h o p e f u l  t h a t  t h a t  w i l l 
continue.”

Bale meanwhile can point 
to an extensive catalogue of  
examples where his knack of  
rising to the big occasion has 
eclipsed his supposed lack of  
match sharpness.

Nowhere was that more 
evident than during Wales' 
c r u c i a l  W o r l d  C u p 
qualification play-off  against 
Austria in March.

Prior to that game, Bale had 
barely played at all for Real 
Madrid since the turn of  the 
year, making just one start and 
two fleeting appearances as a 
substitute for Carlo Ancelotti's 
team.

Yet with Wales' World Cup 
hopes on the line against 
Austria on March 24, Bale once 
again came up big, scoring two 
superb goals in a 2-1 victory 
before leaving the field to a 
standing ovation.

Bale was similarly pivotal in 
helping Wales seal their first 
World Cup qualification in 64 
years during June's play-off  
final win over Ukraine, despite 
having hardly played in the 
build-up due to a back problem.

“It was difficult,” Bale said 
after that game.

“I haven't played too much 
football these last three or four 
weeks because of  my back 
spasm, but the most important 
thing was to get through.
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England favourites but draw gives Iran, USA and Wales hope 

Casemiro impressed by 'obsessed'
Ten Hag 

Bale shrugs off fitness fears ahead of
Wales World Cup return

Casemiro
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est Ham United 

Wa t t a c k e r , 
Michail Antonio 

has admitted that the superb 
performance of  Manchester 
United goalkeeper David de 
Gea frustrated his effort to 
score a goal for his side in 
their encounter last Sunday 

anchester  City Ms t r i k e r,  E r l i n g 
H a a l a n d ,  h a s 

backed Senegal to do well at 
the 2022 FIFA World Cup.

According to Haaland, 
Senegal are the best African 
team, adding that they have 
so many strong players.

The former Dortmund 
star will not travel to Qatar as 
Norway failed to qualify for 
the World Cup.

Speaking ahead of  the 
World Cup later this month, 

aLiga president, LJavier Tebas, has 
said Lionel Messi 

returning to Barcelona 
would be good for the 
player and the club.

Messi was forced to 
leave Barca after 21 years 
in August 2021, with the 
club struggling financially.

He joined Paris Saint-
Germain as a free agent 

a n d  s i n c e  h i s  e x i t , 
Barcelona have failed to 
p r o g r e s s  f r o m  t h e 
Champions League group 
stages.

“I think that Messi is 
not only missed in La 
Liga, but he is also missed 
in football, because the 
French league is what it is, 
right?

“And that's that. I 

think that regardless of  
b e i n g  a t  P S G,  h e  i s 
followed much less than 
when he was at Barcelona.

“Let's hope he has a 
great World Cup, because 
there we will all be able to 
see him again,” Tebas 
said.

 women's Nations 

ALeague will begin 
n e x t  y e a r , 

E u r o p e a n  f o o t b a l l 
governing body, UEFA 
announced on Thursday.

The competition, which 
will link into qualification 
f o r  t h e  E u r o p e a n 
Championship and the 
World Cup, will start in 
autumn 2023, it said.

As  wi th  the  men ' s 
UEFA Nations League, 
countries will be divided 
into leagues based on their 
ranking, with promotion 
and relegation between the 

leagues.
UEFA confirmed there 

would be three tiers with 
teams playing in groups of  
three or four within those 
tiers.

“I said this summer that 
we will continue to invest in 
women's football, and we 
are,” UEFA president 
Aleksander Ceferin said.

“Off  the back of  a 
historic UEFA Women's 
Euro, it is now time to 
further develop women's 
national team football.

“We have built an open, 
c o m p e t i t i v e  a n d 

cont inuous  sys tem in 
which every match will 
matter, a true reflection of  
the European sports model.

“I am convinced that 
this format will help all 
E u r o p e a n  n a t i o n a l 
associations and keep the 
dream of  qualifying for a 
m a j o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
tournament alive.”

Proposals for a revamp 
of  the women's national 
t e a m  c o m p e t i t i o n s , 
including the introduction 
of  a Nations League, were 
presented to member-
associations by a working 

group in Frankfurt last 
month.

This had happened 
ahead of  the qualifying 
draw for the men's Euro in 
2024.

The new formats were 
o f f i c i a l ly  r a t i f i e d  b y 
UEFA's ruling executive 
committee on Wednesday.

The men's  Nat ions 
League was first played in 
2018, with the idea that it 
w o u l d  p r o v i d e  m o r e 
m e a n i n g f u l  a n d 
competitive matches to 
r e p l a c e  in t e r na t io na l 
friendlies.

Earlier this year, Barca 
president Joan Laporta 
admitted the decision to 
let Messi leave was the 
“hardest he ever made”, 
but insisted “he did not 
regret it because the club 
always comes first.”

Haaland told SuperSportTV: 
“I think Senegal will do really 
well.

“They are a strong team 
and they have so many strong 
players. So I think Senegal 
will do the best out of  those.”

Senegal head to Qatar 
with a star-studded squad, 
including the likes of  Bayern 
Munich ' s  Sad io  Mane, 
Ever ton 's  Idr issa  Gana 
Gueye and Chelsea duo 
Edouard Mendy and Kalidou 
Koulibaly.

w h i c h  e n d e d  i n  t h e 
Hammers' 1-0 loss to the 
Red Devils.

De Gea pulled off  four 
saves, including one effort 
from Antonio, to give his 
team a much-needed victory 
over West Ham United.

S p e a k i n g  t o  t h e 

“Footballer 's Football” 
podcast, Antonio admitted 
that the Spaniard has over 
the years bettered him on the 
field of  play.

“ I  t h i n k  i t  wa s  i n 
lockdown and I had three 
opportunities against him – 
back stick header pulled it 
out, unbelievable save; Left-
foot shot, edge of  the box, 
going just inside top bins 

and his finger-tipped it over 
the bar.

The next one was five 
yards out. I hit just to the left 
of  him, and he still managed 
to get something on it” he 
recalled, stating that the 
goalkeeper's performance 
“is really annoying me.”

England

16:00 Leeds – Bournemouth –1X 

16:00 Manchester City – Fulham – Ov 2.5

16:00 Nottingham – Brentford – 2 

18:30 Everton – Leicester – X2  

Germany

15:30 Augsburg - Eintracht Frankfurt –2 

15:30 Dortmund – Bochum – Ov 2.5

15:30 Hertha Berlin - Bayern Munich –X2 

Spain

14:00 Getafe - Cadiz CF –2 

18:30 Celta Vigo - Osasuna –1X 

21:00 Barcelona - Almeria –1 

Azerbaijan

12:00 Gabala – Zira – X2 

16:00 Sumqayit - Neftci Baku –1 

Greece

14:45 Lamia - Volos –2 

18:00 Atromitos – Aris –2 

20:00 PAOK - Giannina –1X 

Morocco

16:00 Jeunesse Sportive Soualem - Raja 

Casablanca –2 

18:00 Maghreb Fez - Mouloudia Oujda – 

1 

Betting tips for the weekend

...Bet responsibly

Haaland

Antonio

Messi

EPL: De Gea annoys me – Antonio

World Cup 2022: Haaland tips Senegal to shine

Messi’s return, good for everyone – La Liga

UEFA to begin Women's Nations League 2023


