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Soludo attends Anglican Communion prayer rally in Awka 
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News

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Senator represent-
ing Ebonyi Central 
Senatorial zone, Sen-

ator Obinna Ogba on Sat-
urday said contrary to spec-
ulations in some quarters 
he won’t dump the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
for another Party. Recall 
that Sen. Ogba lost the PDP 
governorship ticket to Dr 
Ifeanyi Chukwuma Odii fol-
lowing the Supreme Court 
ruling on October, 21, 2022, 
which recognized Odii as 
the duly elected Governor-
ship candidate of  the Party 
in the State.

Sen Ogba who spoke 
to journalists in Abakali-

Ebonyi 2023: No Plan to dump PDP
for another party - Sen. Obinna Ogba

ki maintained that even 
though the outcome of  
the judgment did not favor 
him and his supporters, he 
would continue to remain 
in the PDP. “All things work 
together for good to those 
that love God, Ebonyi State 
shall be happy again”, he 
added.

He said: “On 21 October 
2022, the supreme court 
gave a final judgment on the 
lingering matter emanating 
from the outcome of  the 
2022 PDP guber primary in 
Ebonyi State. “The outcome 
of  the judgment may not be 
what we wanted or what we 
worked hard for and I am 
sorry that we didn’t win this 
legal tussle for the Values 
we share and vision we had 

for Ebonyi state and Ebony-
ians.”

He, however, said he felt 
fulfilled and grateful to God 
Almighty for the rare oppor-
tunity offered to him and 
thanked God that no life 
was lost throughout the po-
litical tussle. “I will always 
be grateful to God almighty 
that though the just con-
cluded political differences 
laced with legal tussle took 
our time but not our lives. 
It dragged our patience and 
at times hung our emotions 
to the level of  tension but it 
never led to flexing of  mus-
cles in a show of  brutality 
not to talk of  the death of  a 
single soul,” he said.

On his plan ahead of  
2023 general elections, Ogba 
said:” I was first a human 
being before venturing into 
politics and I am a believer 
in politics of  greater good 
for greater number of  our 
people and that is what the 
focus in the days ahead will 
be. Ebonyi people deserve 
peace, welfare and happi-
ness.

“In every contest the hu-
man plan is always to win 
but nature always has a way 
of  letting us win some and 
lose some most times for a 
better alternative.”

He also said that he had 
forgiven “those who in any 
way or manner willingly 
betrayed our just cause.”Ac-
cording to him, lessons have 
been learnt, more knowl-
edge acquired and who 
knows what God has driven 
away from us intentionally 
to our own disbelief, and the 
things he has in abundance 
for us ahead of  us.

He commended his teem-
ing supporters and Party 

Executives from national to 
Ward level, family, friends 
and well wishes for their im-
mense support to him

“I remain eternally indebt-
ed for the support willingly 
offered to me by my support-
ers, I thank the Party Execu-
tives from National, Zonal, 
State, Local Government 
Areas and Ward Executives 
who believed in our Vision 

and Brand. I thank various 
Christian heads for holding 
the fort and ensuring that 
while the struggle lasted, we 
were strong in Faith. I won’t 
take the platform given to 
me by Peoples Democratic 
Party thus far for granted.

 “In all, I passionately hold 
the Nigerian Judiciary to 
a high esteem. I agree with 
the words of  My Lord Jus-

tice Oputa, “We are final, 
not because we are infallible; 
we are infallible because we 
are final”. “From the depths 
of  my heart, the strides and 
efforts of  my supporters will 
remain the best and well pre-
served in my political mem-
ory and history. Thank you 
for your Patience, Prayers, 
good intentions and well 
thought plans.

Employ ethics to avoid 
structural collapse, Oji 
urges engineers
By Ikenna Orioha

E
ngineers have been 
urged to often employ 
ethics of  engineering 

profession in order to meet 
standard, as well as avoid 
structural collapse or decay.

This urge was made by the 
Chairman of  The Nigeria 
Society of  Engineers, Okig-
we Branch, Engr. Oji Alozie 
Oji, during the 2022 Pub-
lic Lecture, Induction and 
Award, held at the society’s 
Aladimma Owerri Engineer-
ing Centre, last week.

Oji who encouraged the 
Engineers to always look out 
for standard while indulging 
in any engineering or con-
struction work to have qual-
ity and lasting value, stated 
that a solidly designed road is 
expected to last 42 years, call-
ing on government to always 
involve real engineers (COR-
EN) in the construction of  
roads, houses  among others, 
just as he recommended that 
the State Technical Com-
mittee be inaugurated and 
allowed to function effective-
ly with a view to curtailing 
designing of  substandard or 
inferior structures or projects.

According to him, “the 
political leaders, if  they were 
actually driven by the holistic 
approach to national infra-
structural planning and its 
execution in the nation, the 
importance of  engineering 
education cannot be over-
emphasized and we hope to 
advance technologically for 
safety and nation building”, 
saying Okigwe Branch has 
been improving and having 
big success.

Speaking on “Engineering 
Education: The Lynchpin 
for Development, Techno-
logical Advancement and 

National Transformation”, 
the Quest Speaker, Engr. Dr. 
Eze Onukugha, of  Depart-
ment of  Civil Engineering, 
Federal Polytechnic Nekede 
Owerri, told government 
to involve engineers in any 
project it is embarking upon 
to avoid quackery, as well 
as duly fund the engineering 
sector to promote standard, 
harping that the poor behav-
iour on maintenance culture 
in the country ought to be 
discarded for a way forward.

Just as a Civil Engineer, 
Nnaemeka Nuel Onu-
awuchi, said every construc-
tion has basis or peculiarity 
hence diligence must be fol-
lowed by way of  designing a 
project before construction, 
advising that Engineers to 
often apply professional code 
of  conduct while designing 
and construction to avoid 
nasty job which he said is 
quackery and dangerous to 
society, just as was witnessed 
in the past regime.

Encouraging Engineers to 
go into politics to be able to 
involve in policy and deci-
sion making to help in fund-
ing the sector adequately to 
curtail structural collapse, 
an Electrical Engineer, Ayu-
ba Lazarus (from Adamawa 
State), observed that when 
the right persons are put in 
place to man, check or reg-
ulate engineering,  substand-
ard work would not be, say-
ing contracts should be given 
to professionals who have 
values.

With Head of  Depart-
ment, Civil Engineering, 
Imo State University Owerri, 
Engr. Dr. Andy Obinna Ibeji 
(Chief  Akaraugo), an award 
recipient, charging engineers 
to be up and doing to main-
tain quality, describing the 
event as a big success.

SEMA, IOM dole out relief materials
to displaced persons in Onitsha
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

A
nambra state Emer-
gency Management 
Agency (SEMA) 

and International Organi-
zation for Migration (IOM) 
have distributed relief  mate-
rials to the flood displaced 
persons at Crowther Memo-
rial holding camp, Onitsha. 

The distribution of  the 
items which took place on 
Friday, November 2, was 
done under the supervision 
of  the State’s Executive Di-
rector SEMA C.y Agupugo 
at the Onitsha Camp.  Mr. 
Agupugo disclosed that 
the state government pro-
vided food items like 200 
10kg-bags of  rice, over 200 
10kg-bags of  beans, mats, 
and clothing among others, 
while IOM partners provid-
ed non-food items which 
include, pots, mattresses, 
blankets, solar torch lights, 
buckets to mention a few. 

Agupugo noted that the 
items provided by the IOM 
would further complement 
the efforts of  the state gov-

ernment in providing for 
the displaced persons in the 
state. 

He stressed that the State 
Governor, cardinal agen-
da of  the State Governor, 
Prof. Charles Soludo had 
been to improve lives and 
make the state a prosperous 
homeland.  “Prof. Soludo 
is determined to reposition 
Anambra state and intro-
duce a disruptive change 
that would project the state 
to global recognition.”

The State’s SEMA boss 
while expressing gratitude to 
IOM, urged other agencies 
and meaningful individuals 
to partner with Anambra 
state in cushioning the suf-
fering of  the people. 

The Project Assistant, 
IOM, Mr. Hussaini Garga 
observed that the distribu-
tion was a success and had 
solved the immediate need 
of  the affected persons.

Garga commended the 
level of  compliance among 
the affected flood victims, 
the SEMA, and the Transi-
tion Chairman of  Anambra 
West, describing it as over-

whelming and emulating. 
“It is obvious we have 

achieved the desired goal of  
putting a smile on everyone 
involved”. He noted. 

He commended SEMA 
and the State government 
for the support and under-
standing they gave to the 
organisation and as well 
contributing to the overall 
intervention to ensure its 
success through the provi-
sion of  securities and other 
logistics.

Thanking the donors for 
their magnanimity, the Tran-
sition Committee Chairman 
of  Anambra West Local 
Government Area, Hon. Fe-
lix Ikechi said that the items 
donated would help to alle-
viate the plights of  the flood 
victims.

The Anambra West TC 
Chairman, who promised 
that everything donated at 
the camp would be judi-
ciously utilized, assured the 
victims that the Govern-
ment must do everything 
humanly possible to restart 
life once again for them.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

G
overnor Chukwu-
ma Charles Soludo 
has again called on 

Christians to unite as one  
body in Christ Jesus.

The Governor, in compa-
ny of  his Deputy, Dr Onyek-
achukwu Ibezim, made the 
call while speaking at the 
yearly prayer rally organ-
ised by Anglican Commun-
ion, Province of  the Niger, 
held at the Alex Ekwueme 
Square, Awka, Anambra 
State 

Governor Soludo ex-
pressed appreciation to the 
entire Anglican Commun-
ion for the great initiative to 
organize prayers yearly in 
the State.

He emphasised that An-
ambra remains a Christian 
society, which he said will 
never be taken for granted.

Governor Soludo how-
ever regretted that idolatry 
practice has become a major 
threat in the State. He stressed 
on the need for Christians in 
the State to bond together to 
defeat idolatry practice 

“The fasted growing reli-
gion is idolatry. Christianity 
is facing a major threat which 
is idolatry. And we must 
bond together to defeat it”. 
Governor Soludo revealed 

The Governor stressed 
that there is the need for the 
church to work together with 
government to defeat insecu-
rity and other anti social vic-
es plaguing the state. Adding 
that the church, the people 

and the society have roles 
to play and should all be 
involved in the war against 
insecurity 

“Beyond prayers, we need 
to work together to defeat 
insecurity, and we are de-
feating them by the grace 
of  God”. Governor Soludo 
assured. 

Speaking earlier on the 
prayer theme, “Watch and 
Pray”, His Grace,  the Most 
Reverend  Alexander Ibez -
im, the Archbishop Province 
of  the Niger and Bishop of  
Diocese of  Awka, said the 
people are living in perilous 
times and there is need to 
watch and pray. He empha-
sised on the need for the 
nation’s leaders to be closer 
to God for divine direction, 
stressing that human nature 

cannot please God. 
 “Our leaders are watch-

ing with their hands not 
with their hearts”. The Bish-
op further stated 

Present at the Occasion 
were the Chief  of  Staff, Mr 
Ernest Ezeajughi, Chief  
Protocol, Hon Chinedu 
Nwoye (Glamour), Head of  
Service, Barrister Theodora 
Okwy Igwegbe among oth-
ers.

...Calls for unity in body of  Christ
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Over 1000 flood displaced persons in Anambra 
receive relief materials from Bishop Ezeokafor

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

O
ver one thousand 
persons in Awka 
North Local Gov-

ernment Area who were in-
ternally displaced by flood 
last Tuesday received as-
sorted food items and relief  
materials worth millions 
of  Naira from the Catholic 
Bishop of  Awka Diocese, 
His Lordship Most Rev Pau-
linus Ezeokafor.

Bishop Ezeokafor who 
donated the items through 
Justice, Development and 
Peace Caritas, JDPC, Awka 
Diocese at the Internally 
Displaced Persons (IDPs) 

camp located at St. Paul’s 
Catholic Church, Awba 
Ofemili, said he was deeply 
touched by the plights of  the 
affected individuals, saying 
that he was shocked to the 
marrow on seeing the pitia-
ble and devastating pictures 
and videos of  victims’ strug-
gling for survival.

‘I did not know that the 
level of  havoc caused by the 
floodings in Awka North 
was that huge until a priest 
sent pictures of  the damages 
to me. I felt for the victims 
immediately. This is the time 
to show them love and sup-
port. We are here today to 
sympathize with them and 
prove to them that they are 
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not alone.
The chief  shepherd of  

Awka Catholic Diocese re-
iterated his commitments 
towards affecting the lives 
of  the afflicted and down-
trodden in society positively, 
assuring that the Catholic 
Diocese of  Awka would not 
allow them to live like peo-
ple without hope, adding 
that they brought the items 
to ameliorate their plights 
and also to cushion the ef-
fects of  the menace on them. 

The compassionate and 
outspoken Prelate while sym-
pathizing with the victims 
called on Governor Chuk-
wuma Soludo to expedite 
action in construction of  

Amansea-Ebenebe-Ugbe-
nu-Ugbene-Awba Ofemili 
road, noting that the deplor-
able condition of  the roads 
in the area called for urgent 
intervention.

‘Fixing this road will open 
up the area, it will enable the 
farmers evacuate their farm 
produce to urban areas as 
well as  quicken the recovery 
and bouncing back of  the 
flood affected victims. This 
road has been in a sorry state 
for a very long time, it is time 
the government fixes it once 
and for all. 

‘These persons need some-
thing that will make them 
smile again. They need seri-
ous attention. Constructing 
this road will go a long way 
in bringing them back to 
shape and reckoning. We are 
here with camera because we 

want people to know that it is 
the right thing to do. Visiting 
and assisting flood victims 
should be a collective respon-
sibility. Let’s not leave it for 
government alone,’ Bishop 
Ezeokafor appealed.

The Charismatic and influ-
ential Cleric which advocat-
ing for the construction of  the 
road thanked Gov Soludo for 
flagging off  the road and also 
for mobilizing the contrac-
tors by 50%, stating that the 
APGA led administration 
seemed very serious in fixing 
all the bad roads in the state.

Earlier in a remark, the 
Awka Diocesan Chancellor, 
Very Rev Fr Charles Ndubui-
si enjoined the victims not to 
despair but to always believed 
in God’s ever presence, not-
ing that He would not desert 
them at their trying moments, 
citing Matthew Chapter 28 vs 
19 where Jesus Christ told 
His Disciples that He would 
continue to be with them un-
til the end of  time, even as he 
added Exodus Chapter 13 to 
round off  his words of  en-
couragement.

Speaking, the Director of  
Justice, Development and 
Peace Caritas, Awka Di-
ocese, Rev Fr Levi Ukor 
thanked Bishop Ezeokafor 
for his fatherly love and care 
and for the opportunity giv-
en to them to deliver on their 
mandate of  catering for the 
poor and the needy in society. 
Fr Ukor urged the flood vic-
tims to take solace in the fact 
that the Universal Church re-
membered them through the 
bishop.

Lead Pastor of Higherlife Generation Church together with the leadership of the PFN Imo state Chapter and Bishop 
Innocent Erimujor after service in the makeshift assembly ground for sunday worship.

Responding the Parish 
Priest of  St. Paul’s Catholic 
Church, Awba Ofemili, Rev 
Fr Joseph Nwailo expressed 
gratitude to God for the gift 
of  Bishop Ezeokafor. He 
prayed God to continue to 
bless and keep the bishop 
whom he described as a true 
shepherd. 

Items presented to the 
flood victims include, 200 tu-
bers of  yam, 100 cartoons of  
noodles, 7 bags of  crayfish, 7 
bags of  salt, 50 bags of  10kg 
rice, 20 cartons of  groundnut 
oil, 25 rolls of  tissue papers, 
5 bags of  beans, 3 bags of  
cassava flour (Ntu Akpu), 20 
cartons of  biscuits, 1 bag of  
egwusi, 1 bag of  ogbono, 1 
bag of  onions, 1 bag of  maize 
flour and 10 cartons of  toma-
toes. 

Those in Bishop Ezeoka-
for’s entourage included the 
Episcopal Vicar of  Adazi Re-
gion, Very Rev Fr Anthony 
Anike; the Episcopal Vicar 
of  Nimo Region, Very Rev 
Fr Shedrack Anunwa; Awka 
Diocesan Chancellor, Very 
Rev Fr Charles Ndubuisi; 
the Awka Diocesan Finan-
cial Administrator, Very Rev 
Fr Paulinus Okonkwo, the 
Awka Diocesan Bursar, Rev 
Fr Nicodemus Izuchukwu; 
the Chairman of  Board of  
Trustees of  JDPC and for-
mer Grand Commandery 
Secretary of  Knights of  Saint 
John International, KSJI, Sir 
James Ogo Ezeonu, among 
others.Bishop Ezeokafor Do-
nates Relief  Materials Worth 
Millions of  Naira to Awka 
North Flood Victims.

Rehabilitate bad roads in Ohaji, NACOY 
President urges govt
By Ikenna Orioha

G
overnment of  Imo 
State has been urged 
to rehabilitate bad 

roads in Ohaji communities 
to reduce road mishap, ease 
movement, encourage pro-
ductivity and strengthen eco-
nomic development, peace, 
social comfort and security.

This urge was made by 
the President of  the Nation-
al Congress of  Ohaji Youths 
(NACOY), Thomas Ekeh, 
when he answered ques-
tions from newsmen, during 
the 2022 Iri Ji Ohaji, held 
at Umuakenne, the District 
Headquarters of  Ohaji, last 
week.

Ekeh, who pleaded with 
government to understand 
the plight the people of  Ohaji 
go through as a result of  the 
bad state of  their roads, point-
ed out that Ohaji communi-

ties where oil is produced, 
Palm Plantation (Adapalm) 
and Rubber Plantation (Imo 
Rubber Estate) being housed 
ought to be a haven of  devel-
opment, economic prosperi-
ty and social comfort.

He wondered why the area 
has remained economically 
rejected and socially stag-
nant with no functional in-
frastructure in place, stating 
that youths should be given 
employment in government 
establishments within and 
outside the enclave, calling 
also on the oil companies 
at the area to always meet 
the sealed Memorandum of 
Understanding they reached 
with host communities while 
engaging youths productive-
ly as well as keeping to their 
social responsibility obliga-
tions.

Ekey, a vibrant youth lead-
er, did not mince his words 

as he urged the youth to look 
beyond oil, but delve into ac-
tive agriculture to make good 
living, saying farming is very 
lucrative.

According to Ekeh, 
“youths of  Ohaji have to re-
main keenly responsible and 
loyal to our leaders. They 
have to be calm and work 
hand in glove with their lead-
ers to move forward. Hence, 
I call on government of  Imo 
State to come close and help 
Ohaji by way of  road reha-
bilitation. No meaningful 
development therein, no 
employment, no empower-
ment, no social amenities, no 
nothing. There is high cost of 
living at Ohaji. Our people 
need to wake up and em-
brace agriculture. NACOY 
under my watch shall regu-
larly galvanize the youth for 
the way forward.” He urged 
that the Iri Ji Ohaji should be 

sustained because it is a rich 
culture that reminds the peo-
ple of  benefits of  rich farming 
and festivity.

Observing that the yam cel-
ebration offers a good oppor-
tunity for the people to unite 
more, Youth President of 
Obosima autonomous com-
munity, Comr. Nwanedi 
Chibuike Dalymor appealed 
to government to distribute 
dividends of  democracy to 
Ohaji, reflecting that Obosi-
ma youths are waxing well 
under his leadership giving 
to his mettle.

Adding that the yam cul-
tural festival signifies need 
for active yam cultivation as 
few now farm actively in the 
area, a responsible indigene 
of  Umuokanne, Comr. Sam-
uel Ekey, advised youths to 
shun quick money syndrome 
and illicit activities and em-
brace agriculture to progress 
evenly.

No Nnamdi Kanu, no election
in South East, says IPOB
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia 

T
here was tension in 
Aba on Friday as 
members of  the In-

digenous People of  Biafra 
(IPOB) took to the streets 
to protest the continued 
detention of  their leader, 
Mazi Nnamdi Kanu.

The IPOB members who 
were in their hundreds, 
made it clear during the 
protest that there would be 
no election in South East in 
2023, if  Kanu is not set free 
by the federal government.

The pro-Biafra group 
whose members displayed 
some placards and notice 
flexes during the protest, 
warned that more protests 
would be held by IPOB un-
til Kanu is freed. 

The IPOB members, who 
condemned the federal gov-
ernment’s refusal to obey 
Court rulings on their lead-
er, warned that it would no 
longer keep quiet on the 

issue.
They recalled that Pres-

ident Muhamadu Buhari 
had promised to obey 
Court rulings concerning 
Kanu, wondering why the 
President was still holding 
their leader in DSS custody 
even when High Court and 
Appeal Court judgments 
had very in favour of  Kanu.

They reminded Presi-
dent Buhari of  his earlier 
promise to abide by every 
decision of  the judiciary 
concerning Kanu.

The group warned trad-
ers at Ariaria international 
market and other markets 
in Aba against opening on 
Mondays henceforth, until 
Nnamdi Kanu is set free, 
warning that any disobe-
dience to this order would 
be regretted by the traders, 
as its compliance would be 
monitored.

 The protest caused ten-
sion in parts of  Aba as 
many traders closed their 
shops in fear.

.

... Calls for Ebenebe-Ugbene-Ugbenu-Awba
Ofemili Road rehabilitation 
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hile Nigerians are struggling to 

Wcontend with the devastating 
effects of ravaging floods that 

affected over 30 states of the federation, 
farmers have disagreed with the Minister 
of Agriculture and Rural Development, 
Dr.  Mohammad Abubakar,  over a 
comment that there won't be food scarcity 
in 2023 in the country.

The minister had, last week Monday, 
dismissed concerns that Nigeria would 
experience food scarcity in the coming 
months.

He gave the assurance while responding 
to questions from lawmakers at the 2023 
Budget defense session jointly organised by 
t h e  S e n a t e  a n d  t h e  H o u s e  o f 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  C o m m i t t e e  o n 
Agriculture.

Some of  the lawmakers, in their 
separate submissions, had decried the 
effects of flooding in the country on farm 
products. They said projections had been 
made that Africa may experience food 
shortage given the stoppage of  grain 
importations occasioned by the Russian-
Ukrainian war.

However, responding to the issues 
raised by the lawmakers, Abubakar said: 
“The main concern about food scarcity in 
the coming months, we will not allow that 
to happen. I can guarantee you by the grace 
of God because we have measures in place.

“One of the measures is dry season 
farming, which we have in place. And for 
the money, we are working with the 
Ministry of Finance.

“We have gotten money from financing 
agencies,  one of  them is  African 
Development Bank, and we will intensify 
dry season farming.”

In the aftermath of the floods, at least 
603 people, according to official estimates, 
have died with 1.3 million persons 
displaced from their communities across 
Nigeria. Some of the states where deaths 
were recorded include Kogi, Kano, 
Anambra, Kebbi, Delta, Bayelsa, Kogi, 
Bauchi, Benue and Jigawa with about 31 
states said to have experienced flooding in 
2022.

The Minister of Humanitarian Affairs, 
Disas ter  Management  and  Socia l 
Development, Sadiya Umar Farouq, 
revealed that about 82,053 houses had been 
totally decimated; 2,504,095 million 
persons were affected, while 332, 327 
hectares  of  land were completely 
damaged.  

Other statistics indicated that the 
number of injuries is 2,407, while houses 
that were partially destroyed totals 
121,318, and farmland partially decimated 

is 108,392.
However, faced with the impending 

consequences of the floods, Bahari had 
directed the Minister of Agriculture and 
the Central Bank of Nigeria, CBN, to 
ensure that Nigeria did not experience food 
shortages as a result of the devastating 
effects of the flood.

In  v iew of  th i s,  the  Pres ident 
inaugurated a Presidential Committee for 
the Development of a Comprehensive Plan 
of Action for the Prevention of Flood 
Disasters in Nigeria. The Committee is 
expected to present its report within 90 
days to Mr. President.

While inaugurating the Committee on 
behalf of the President, the Minister of 
Water Resources, Suleiman Adamu, who 
doubles as Chairman of the Committee, 
said: “It is no longer news that the recent 
2022 floods in the country have thrown 
several communities into hardship, 
submerged homes in over 34 states, and 
destroyed properties estimated at billions 
of Naira.  

The Term of Reference, ToR, includes: 
Assessing and reviewing existing plans and 
policies on the management of  flood 
disasters in Nigeria; Identifying and 
working with critical Stakeholders in flood 
disaster management; Identifying and 
visiting selected strategic flood-affected 
and prone areas; Carrying out technical 
evaluation of information obtained from 
the assessment; Liaise and work with 
international organisations with expertise 
in flood management, where necessary; 
and Develop a comprehensive action plan 
for preventing Flood Disasters in Nigeria.

According to Adamu, the presidential 
directive will be carried out under a two-
tier institutional arrangement: Steering 
Committee and a Technical Working 
Group. The steering committee is being 
coordinated by the Minister of Water 
Resources, while the Technical Working 
Group is coordinated by the Director 
General, National Water Resource 
Institute, Prof Emmanuel Adanu.

We there fore  urge  the  Federa l 
Government to take the planned remedial 
strategies very seriously and as such face 
the daunting challenges headlong in order 
to defeat the looming food shortage.

Various Agricultural and Farmers 
Association, Agricultural Bank and other 
commercial banks should as well support 
the government efforts to avert the 
impending food scarcity. 

Other levels of government such as the 
Local Government Councils and the State 
governments should as well, assist in 
overcoming the challenging development.

Flooded farms:
Food scarcity imminent
in Nigeria
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Ap r e s s  r e l e a s e  b y 
N i g e r i a ' s  D e b t 

Management Office put the 
to ta l  pub l i c  deb t  s tock , 
representing the domestic and 
external debt stocks of  the 
Federal Government, 36 state 
governments and the Federal 
Capital Territory at N42.84tn 
($103.31bn) as at June 30, 
2022. This has been a source of  
worry for financial experts 
who believe that though the 
count r y ' s  deb t  to  Gross 
Domestic Product may be 
relatively low and tolerable, 
debt to revenue ratio has been a 
major concern as the country 
has not been meeting its 
income projections across the 
economic spectrum. In order 
to defray the revenue shortfall, 
the country has persistently 
relied on borrowing.

For instance, the proposed 
2 0 2 3  B u d g e t  o f  F i s c a l 
Consolidation and Transition 
submitted to the National 
Assembly on October 7, 2022 
c a m e  w i t h  a  d e f i c i t  o f  
N10.78tn, which represents 
4.78 per cent of  estimated 
GDP and above the three per 
cent threshold set by the Fiscal 
Responsibi l i ty Act 2007. 
According to the President, the 
deficit will be financed by “new 
borrowings totaling N8.80tn, 
N206.18bn from privatisation 
p r o c e e d s  a n d  N 1 . 7 7 t n 
d r a w d o w n  o n 
bilateral/multilateral loans 
s e c u r e d  f o r  s p e c i f i c 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
projects/programmes.” This 
means that Nigeria's debt stock 
will hit Olympian heights of  
N60tn by next year. The sad 
part is that the country is 
g rappl ing  wi th  her  debt 
servicing obligations to its 
creditors. This is dangerous as 
Nigeria's assets may be seized 
by these creditors i f  the 
country defaults in meeting her 
debt repayment plans.

What alternatives do we 
have to borrowing to fund the 
nation's budget? There are 
many and some of  them are as 
follows: The first is to reduce 
the cost of  governance. I have 
on several occasions advocated 
for substantial reductions in 
the frivolities we pad our 
budget with. Items such as 
welfare and entertainment 
should have long been removed 
from our budget, or reduced 
drastically. Why should we be 
h o l d i n g  f r i vo l o u s  s t a t e 
banquets and giving expensive 
g i f t s  t o  v i s i t o r s  t o  t h e 
p re s idency?  P r in t ing  o f  

calendars, branded souvenirs, 
diaries ought to have been 
removed from budgets of  the 
presidency and ministries, 
departments and agencies. It is 
surprising to me that federal 
and state governments are still 
bankrolling the pilgrimage of  
some private citizens to the 
Holy Lands in Mecca and 
Jerusalem.

How could the country be 
borrowing to fund her budget 
while a whopping N11.92bn 
will be spent by the President 
and his vice for feeding and 
foreign trips in 2023?  This is 
n o t  j u s t i f i a b l e !  S i m i l a r 
h u m o n g o u s  a m o u n t  i s 
b u d g e t e d  f o r  b y  s t a t e 
governors. Yet these elected 
public officials keep saying the 
country is cash-strapped, and 
there is the need for citizens to 
tighten their belts for austerity 
measures. Why should they be 
loosening their own belt while 
urging others to tighten theirs? 
The number  of  je t s  and 
helicopters in the presidential 
f leet and long convoy of  
vehicles of  the President and 
s t a t e  g ove r n o r s  a r e  n o t 
reflective of  a country in dire 
financial straits.

I have said previously and 
I'm still echoing it again that 
the relevant sections of  the 
1999 Constitution should be 
amended to reduce by at least 
one-third of  the number of  
seats in the Nigerian Senate, 
House of  Representatives and 
State Houses of  Assembly. The 
Senate of  the United States, for 

instance, is made up of  100 
senators at two per state, 
irrespective of  the size. The 
total number of  secretaries, 
e q u i va l e n t  t o  o u r  o w n 
ministers, in the US is 15 
desp i t e  be ing  h igher  in 
population and number of  
states than Nigeria. Why 
should  Niger ia  have  43 
ministers despite our poor 
economy? The section 147(3) 
of  the 1999 Constitution, 
which requires all the 36 states 
to have at least a representative 
in the federal cabinet, needs to 
be altered. Nigeria does not 
need more than 12 ministers to 
administer the country. The 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e 
Oronsaye ' s  mergers  and 
acquisition of  MDA's 2011 
report has been long overdue 
for implementation but it 
seems from all indications that 
there is no political will to 
implement the white paper by 
the current administration.

Aside from reducing the 
cost of  governance, I have also 
posited the need to auction off  
some of  the country's white 
elephants, whether completed 
o r  u n c o m p l e t e d .  M a n y 
projects are established for 
political and not economic 
reasons, thus some of  them, in 
the long run, have become 
unviable and comatose. These 
are the ones that should be sold 
off  without further delay. I, for 
one, do not believe in putting 
more public resources in the 
unattainable attempts at 
revamping our four ailing 

refineries. This also goes for 
the Ajaokuta Steel Complex 
and the several government-
owned enterprises that have 
been running at a loss despite 
guzzling huge budgetary 
allocations.

If  we want to halt more 
borrowings, there is a need to 
shore up the country's tax 
revenue. Nigeria, sadly, is said 
to have perhaps the lowest tax 
revenue in the world, which is 
at six per cent when many 
other countries in Africa are 
doing between 10 and 15 per 
c e n t .  M a n y  E u r o p e a n 
countries are doing between 30 
and 40 per cent. A July 27, 
2021 report in the online 
newspaper, The Cable, quoted 
the World Bank as saying that 
Nigeria's revenue to GDP ratio 
is the lowest in the world. The 
bank's country director for 
Nigeria, Shubham Chaudhuri, 
said this during a panel session 
at a virtual public sector 
seminar organised by the 
Lagos Business School last 
year.

It is understandable that 
both the rich and the poor in 
Nigeria do not want to pay tax 
for different reasons. One of  
them is lack of  accountability 
for taxes collected as well as 
the ostentatious lifestyles of  
our political leaders. Many 
also attribute the lack of  
willingness to pay tax to the 
country's over-dependence on 
o i l  r e v e n u e  w h i c h  i s 
c o n s i d e r e d  f r e e  m o n e y 
otherwise referred to as the 

national cake from which 
everybody wants to partake. In 
a strict sense, everybody pays 
tax, especially consumption 
tax .  For  ins tance,  f rom 
January 2020, Nigerians have 
been paying 7.5 per cent Value 
Added Tax from the initial 5 
per cent. There is no escaping 
paying this variant of  tax 
unless you do not patronise 
products and services that are 
taxed.

The argument  by the 
suffering masses is that the 
rising commodity prices, 
i n f l a t i o n ,  c u r r e n c y 
d e v a l u a t i o n  a n d  h i g h 
dependency ratio have made 
nonsense of  their income and 
as such the government should 
not think of  further taxing 
them under any guise. In order 
to protect the vulnerable and 
poor Nigerians from further 
taxation while at the same 
time increase the country's tax 
revenue, financial experts have 
suggested the digitisation of  
tax collection to ensure their 
immediate remittance to 
government's coffers; thereby 
p r e v e n t i n g  t h e  e x t a n t 
challenge of  non-remittance 
of  taxes collected on behalf  of  
the governments.

Capital Gain Tax has also 
been suggested, especially on 
property sales be it building, 
land, vehicles or any other 
property. Equally strongly 
recommended is the taxation 
o f  n o n - r e s i d e n t  o n l i n e 
businesses, such as those of  
social media platforms and 
online marketing and sales 
companies with no offices in 
Nigeria. These businesses 
make huge profits from their 
cus tomer s  o r  c l i en t s  in 
Nigeria, yet the profiteers do 
not pay tax to the Nigerian 
government because of  the 
lack of  physical offices in the 
country. I think this is why the 
Federal Government has 
asked Twitter  to have a 
physical office in Nigeria. It 
has also been proposed that 
high net worth individuals 
need to be encouraged to pay 
appropriate taxes while the 
government should also stop 
abusing the tax waiver policy.

O n  t h e  w h o l e , 
t r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d 
accountability in Nigeria's tax 
regime, both in terms of  
collection, distribution and 
expenditure, needs to be 
encouraged. People want to 
see what social amenities have 
been provided by their taxes 
a n d  a l s o  wa n t  p r u d e n t 
s p e n d i n g  o f  t h e i r 
commonwealth, be it tax 
revenue, oi l  and non-oil 
incomes.

Monday 7 - Tuesday 8 November, 2022  

Antidotes to Nigeria's rising indebtedness 
By Jide Ojo

Ahmed
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How fuel scarcity, 3 days blackout ruined
businesses in Umuahia
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he business commu-
nity in Umuahia, the 
Abia State capital and 

nearby towns has counted 
great losses as a result of  
scarcity of  fuel in the State 
and also 3 days of  power 
outage.

The two energy crises 
which hit the city and near-
by towns simultaneously in 
the week, brought untold 
hardship on residents as 
businesses and households 
struggled to survive.

In return, there was sharp 

rise in goods and services 
even scarcity of  water was 
also experienced by the res-
idents.

The fuel scarcity problem 
started Monday as most fill-
ing stations in Umuahia ran 
dry of  PMS and Diesel. A 
few of  them that sold PMS  
to customers sold at N210, 
N230 or N280 respective-
ly while long queues were 
observed at such  filling sta-
tions.

Public transport system in 
the city suffered disruptions 
as drivers who could not get 
fuel and those who could not 
afford the exorbitant pump 
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OCDA GM, Engr. Francis Chukwu with members of the Nigeria Institute of Architec, Imo State chapter at the 2022 Biennial General 
Meeting of the Institute and Architects Summit in Owerri.

price, packed their buses and 
tricycle at home.

However, a few that 
bought the product increased 
transport fair for intra-city 
and inter-city travels.

At some beer parlours, a 
bottle of  lager sold by N50 
more, as the owners said 
they bought ice block from 
cold rooms to chill the drinks 
as there was no electricity 
and petrol to run their deep 
freezers.

Also, prices of  frozen fish 
and frozen meat went up by 
about 30% as traders blamed 
the increase on cold room 
operators. A trip to popular 
Ubani international market 
in Umuahia showed that 
many  goods  recorded sharp 
rise in prices as traders hung 
the tax burden on the final 
consumers . Also at Orie 
Ugba market in Umuahia, it 
was observed that grinding 
of  pepper, tomatoes, melon 
etc attracted an 80% increase 
as the operators blamed 
EEDC and petrol marketers 

2023: I am ripe to become Nigeria 
Senate President - Ekwunife 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

T
he People Democrat-
ic Party (PDP), can-
didate for Anambra 

Central Senatorial District, 
in the 2023 general election, 
Senator Uche Lilian Ek-
wunife, on Friday, said she 
is ripe to become the first 
female Senate President in 
Nigeria, if  elected. She dis-
closed this when 17 coalition 
of  women societies, from 
Awka North/South Council 
Areas of  the state endorsed 
her for a second term to con-
tinue in 2023.

According to Ekwunife, 
who spoke through her Leg-
islative aide and Project Di-
rector for Anambra Central 
Senatorial District, Hon. If-
eyinwa Nzekwe, during the 
endorsement ceremony held 
at King David Hotel, Awka, 
said her Legislative commit-
ment and projects she has 
executed so far in Anambra 
Central and beyond since 
2007 as a National Assembly 
lawmaker, has qualified her 
to be elected by her fellow 
lawmakers as Nigeria’s first 
female Senate President.

She said the number three 
citizenship position is possi-
ble for her as the only rank-
ing female Senator from the 
South East geopolitical zone 
of  the country.

Nzekwe, explain that Ek-
wunife, who is currently 
serving at the Upper Legis-
lative Chamber of  the Na-
tional Assembly, has done a 
lot of  infrastructural develop-
ment projects across the 59 
communities that constitute 
Anambra Central Senatori-
al District including build-
ing of  19 bungalows for less 
privilege, building of  eight 
schools and construction of  
more than 27 roads across 
the district. She urged the 
women to commence inten-
sive grass root campaign to 
ensure a landslide victory for 
Ekwunife.

On her address, the 
spokeperson of  the coali-
tion of  women society, Bar-
rister Uju Ekweozor, said 
the endorsement came af-
ter they have evaluated the 
performance of  Sen. Uche 
Ekwunife so far at the Sen-
ate alongside the impactful 
constituency projects she 
has embarked on in the over 
55 communities in Anam-
bra Central and the need to 
consolidate and expand on 
this with a possible principal 
position as a second term 
senator so as to consolidate 
on the gains her unrivalled 
representation has brought 
to the teeming constituents 
which include; her agenda 
for ensuring shared prosperi-
ty, continuous infrastructural 
development, youth empow-
erment, grassroots economic 
growth and all-round well-
being of  the good people of  
Anambra Central Senatorial 
District.

“We affirm that Senator 
Ekwunife is one of  the few 
women in politics who has 
broken the gender bias and 
redefined representation 
with a deep sense of  courage 
and persistent purpose. 

We hope that her return to 
the Senate and hopefully as 
a principal officer will birth 
more developmental projects 
for the constituents, South 
East and Nigeria at large.

We call on all women and 
youth alike irrespective of  
political and religious affili-
ations to graciously mobilize 
votes for Ekwunife in all the 
communities in the zone, as a 
demonstration of  confidence 
and trust in her candidature 
to continue to transform An-
ambra central, she added.

Senator Ekwunife is con-
testing the position with 
Senator Victor Umeh (La-
bour Party), Hon. Dozie 
Nwankwo, All Progressive 
Grand Alliance (APGA), 
Dr. Chinedu Umeadi, Young 
Progressive Party (YPP) and 
others.

for the problem.
In Umuahia also, acute 

shortage of  water was suf-
fered by residents as water 
boreholes which needed ei-
ther direct or alternate elec-
tricity to pump, went dry.

Some public borehole 
owners increased the amount 
to fetch water by 60%.

It was observed that all 
major marketers like Oando, 
AP, Total, Mobil and NNPC 
did not have fuel at all while 
the few which sold the prod-
uct ripped off  the consumers 
with price hike or deceitful 
meter system.

At Encircle Filing Station 
opposite NUJ press centre 
particularly, a litre of  PMS 
sold at N210 but some con-
sumers claimed that the 
quantity of  fuel they got in 
their tanks or jerry cans were 
below what they paid for. 
A barber from Amuzukwu, 
who identified himself  as 
Promise, alleged that a 3 lit-
er fuel he bought in Encircle 
was far below the expected 

Abia court strikes out criminal suit, discharges
2 Ariaria Market traders 
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia 

C
riminal Charges 
brought against two 
Ariaria International 

Market traders, Aba,  Henry 
Chika Ogbatuo, of  Ozordi-
naihu Multipurpose Inter-
national, and Ifeanyichuk-
wu Umeora of  Afia Owo 
Investment Nigeria have 
been struck out by His Wor-
ship, Chief  Magistrate  Q. 
C. Onyemachi of   an Aba 
Chief  Magistrate Court, 
holding at Abayi in Osisio-
ma Magisterial District .

The charges were struck 
out following the absence 
of  both the prosecutor and 
the complainant, Ezike in 
the suit between the Com-

missioner of  police and the 
defendants.  

When the Charge No. 
MOS 100 C/2021, which 
was adjourned for definite 
hearing was called up in  
court on 6/10 2022,  the de-
fendants were present with 
their lawyer Edwin Okoro 
Esq, while the prosecutor 
and the nominal complain-
ant, Ezike were absent .

The Court heard that they 
did not send any letter or 
message explaining why 
they were absent, a scenar-
io which played out on the 
first day of  September 2022 
when the matter was first 
mentioned in the court.

The presiding judge, His 
Worship, Q. C. Onyemachi 
ESQ, Chief  Magistrate 

Grade1, said  in his judg -
ment that it was obvious to 
the court that the criminal 
complainant, Ezike had lost 
interest in further pursuit 
of  the case,  dismissed and 
discharged the defendants, 
Ogbatuo and Umeora.

The judgment read thus; 
“Therefore based on the 
application of  the defense 
counsel wherein he has 
applied that this matter 
be struck out, and relying 
on section 350 (1) of  the 
Abia state administration 
of  Criminal justice law 
2017, the charge is hereby 
dismissed and the defend-
ants are accordingly dis-
charged”. 

It could be recalled that 
based on Ezike’s report 

to the police, three counts 
criminal charges were 
brought against the two de-
fendants.

They were alleged to have 
committed misdemeanor/
threatening violence, in the 
first charge, intimidated and 
threatened to kill Ezike in 
second charge, and had con-
ducted themselves in a man-
ner likely to cause breach of  
peace in the third charge. 

The incidents were said 
to have happened on July 
6 2021 at No. 123 Umuo-
cham road, Aba in Osisi-
oma Magisterial district. 
After the judgment, family 
members and friends to the 
defendants celebrated the 
development, saying it was 
the victory of  truth.

quantity and was seen ex-
changing hot tirades with 
pump attendants.

But despite the suspect-
ed unwholesome practic-
es, many consumers did 
not care about pump price 
and credibility of  meter as 
they were ready to pay any 
amount to buy fuel.

A manager with one of  
the NNPC outlets in Umua-
hia who craved anonymity 
blamed the fuel crises on 
dollar problems, landing 
costs, depot expenses, trans-
portation of  products and 
other challenges.  The man-
ager absolved his members 
of  any wrong doing. The 
NNPC manager also denied 
the allegations that major 
marketers sold their own oil 
to independent marketers 
rather than selling at govern-
ment approved prices.

“That story that we sell 
out petrol to independent 
marketers instead of  selling 
direct to the public is a lie. 
Go and find out”, the man-

ager said.
When News Echo visited 

the Abia State office of  De-
partment of  Petroleum Re-
sources (DPR) at BCA road, 
to know what it is doing, of-
ficials on duty said they were 
not qualified to speak on the 
matter but referred the cor-
respondent to another day. 
Also, EEDC did not explain 
the reasons for the 3 days 
blackout, as no announce-
ments or apology was issued 
by the power distributor 
even when its officials were 
shamelessly pasting October 
2022 bills on people’s build-
ings.

Also, Abia State Ministry 
of  Petroleum Resources and 
Ministry of  Public Utilities 
did not issue any statement 
or intervene on the plight 
of  the citizenry. As at the 
time of  filing this report on 
Friday, the town was still in 
darkness while most petrol 
stations remained like a de-
sert.



Psychological tests needed for 2023 election
petitions tribunal judges 
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Commentary

he Nigerian media Tr e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e 
Chie f  Jus t ice  of  

Nigeria, Justice Olukayode 
Ariwoola, will in the coming 
days begin the process of  the 
inauguration of  over 300 
members of  the election 
petition tribunal.

There is no place where 
there is no corruption, 
especially on a political and 
corporate level,  but in 
Nigeria, where all forms of  
corruption prevail in their 
most naked form, not long 
ago the media reported that 
the Independent Corrupt 
Practices and Other Related 
Offenses (ICPC) report 
showed that the judicial 
sector has been the number 
one sector in the Nigeria 
Corruption Index since 
2020.

The most notable part 
of  judicial corruption seems 
to start with bribery.

According to the ICPC, 
about �9 billion was offered 
as bribes by lawyers to court 
officials, including judges, 
registrars, and other court 
officials.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
information extracted from 
t h e  I C P C  r e p o r t ,  t h e 
demand for bribes is mostly 
linked to election matters.

Well, another national 
election season is almost 
h e r e,  a n d  u n l i k e  p a s t 
e lec t ions,  th is  coming 
election could be the most 
important of  our lifetime in 
Nigeria.

The integrity and moral 
quality of  Nigerian judges 
have long been questioned, 
not only by the Nigerian 
people but by members 
w i t h i n  t h e  N i g e r i a n 
judiciary.

It has been long known 
that the Nigerian judiciary is 
s e e n  a s  a  c o r r up t ion -
producing institution and 
car r ies  out  i ts  cor r upt 
p r a c t i c e s  i n  a  h i g h ly 
methodical manner.

Let us not forget that the 
j u d i c i a r y  r e m a i n s  a 
p a t h o l o g i c a l l y  a n d 
u n a s h a m e d ly  c o r r u p t 
sys tem where  per sons 
personally offer themselves 
t o  b e  n o m i n a t e d  a n d 

appointed by any and every 
corrupt means possible, and, 
once on the bench, some of  
these magistrates, judges, 
and justices become at war 
with the rule of  law.

This coming election is 
bound to have great public 
we i g h t  a n d  w i l l  h ave 
enormous political, security, 
a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
implications if  the judicial 
officers that will be handling 
the election petitions in the 
tribunals are not fair.

The question now is: 
how do we know, to some 
extent ,  that  these  300 
election judges will follow 
strict and exact standards 
and not land judgments due 
to the influence of  tainted or 
blood money?

It was not long ago that 
an insider of  our judicial 
system, retired Justice Ayo 
Salami, a former President 
of  the Court of  Appeal, 
t a l k e d  i n  h i s  p u b l i c 
comments about the rotten 
judicial  officers in the 
judicial system. Justice 
Salami called these sorts of  
judicial officers “corrupt 
elements.” He noted that the 
Nigerian judiciary is filled 
with dishonorable people 
not suited to being judges 
who get into the system and 
make it to the highest level 
of  judicial authority.

Justice Salami revealed 
how high-ranking, serving 
and/or retired judicial 
officers act as “arrangees” or 
“couriers of  kickback,” 
leading to the “purchase of  
justice” in various cases.

A former Chief  Justice 
of  Nigeria (CJN), Justice 
Dahiru Musdapher, once 
noted at different times how 
“all kinds of  people” now 
find themselves on the 
bench as judges, with many 
of  them lacking any sense of  
decency and justice.

In delicate times like 
these, the Chief  Justice of  
Nigeria, Justice Olukayode 
Ariwoola,  a  long-term 
member of  the Nigerian 
judiciary, should save the 
nation and the people from 
any of  these 300 judges 
w h o s e  m e n t a l i t y  o f  
corruption could undermine 
the rule of  law, empower 

depraved politicians, and 
d i s t o r t  f r e e  a n d  f a i r 
elections.

We can reduce these 
potential issues by giving 
psychological examinations 
to all 300 judges.

This is not about the use 
of  psychiatrists who focus 
primarily on the biological 
aspects of  mental illness and 
psychiatric medications; 
instead, it is about using 
psychological science with 
the help of  doctoral-level 
and certified psychologists 
in Nigeria or other places 
who, even for free, will be 
w i l l i n g  t o  a s s e s s  t h e 
fundamental personality, 
emotional, and cognitive 
traits of  these active judges.

They will be screened 
for psychological conditions 
or characteristics that may 
compromise their ability to 
funct ion ef fect ively  as 
inde pendent  and  fa i r -
minded individuals.

T h r o u g h  t h e 
psychological evaluation 
process, we can detect and 
sc reen  out  those  wi th 
o b v i o u s  a n t i s o c i a l 
tendencies and who are 
threats to public fairness 
because of  their access to 
power in the courts.

T h r o u g h  t h e 

psychological evaluation 
process, we can screen out 
t h o s e  w i t h  c r o o k e d 
tendencies or those whose 
grasp of  reality is markedly 
materialistic and who suffer 
from professional idiocy.

T h r o u g h  t h e 
p s yc h o l o g i c a l  t e s t i n g 
process, we can detect those 
with good problem-solving 
skills, of  average or above-
average intelligence, and 
t h o s e  w h o  c a n  a c t 
a p p r o p r i a t e ly  i n  ve r y 
tempting situations, as well 
as those who are monetarily 
impulsive, sexually loose, 
d r i n k  h e a v i l y , 
m e d i c a l l y / p h y s i c a l l y 
stressed or have problems 
managing their financial 
lives.

T h r o u g h  t h e 
psychological evaluation 
process, we can reveal those 
w i t h  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  
d i s h o n e s t y ,  m o r a l 
omissions, and a sense of  
hostility, aggressiveness, 
dominance, or abusiveness.

This is the time to get 
election tribunal judges that 
will make decisions that are 
not contrary to the law and 
who will not find a way to be 
aga ins t  the  we igh t  o f  
evidence because of  dirty 
money or cloudy gifts as the 

motivation for judicial 
partiality.

Of  these 300 judges, we 
want those with a less 
corrupt mindset who will 
br ing a  less  damaging 
environment and proclaim a 
right to a fair trial and 
judgment without fear or 
compromise.

Ethically compromised 
judges in these times could 
set the country on political, 
institutional, and social fire 
by declaring a loser a winner 
and a winner a loser. The 
p r o s p e c t  o f  c o m p l e t e 
democratic collapse is not 
remote if  psychologically 
disturbed and immoral 
judges are allowed to pass 
judgment at the coming 
election tribunals.

In these historic election 
times that could lead to a 
new or rebuilt Nigeria, let's 
u se  the  p sycho log i ca l 
process in the form of  a new 
sweeper or brush to clean up 
and improve on our chronic 
judicial challenges. Chief  
Justice of  Nigeria, Mr. 
Ariwoola, I ask you this 
open question: who or what 
w i l l  s a f e g u a r d  o u r 
constitutional order if  not 
the judges and the courts? 
You know the answer.

Monday 7 - Tuesday 8 November, 2022  

By John Oshodi

Ariwoola
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Agency Report

ocio-Economic Rights 

Sand Accountability 
Project (SERAP) has 

u r g e d  P r e s i d e n t 
Muhammadu Buhari to 
“direct the Minister of  
Labour and Employment, 
Chris Ngige, and the acting 
Accountant General of  the 
F e d e r a t i o n ,  S y l v a 
Okolieaboh to immediately 
reverse the apparently illegal 
deductions from the salaries 
of  members of  the Academic 
Staff  Union of  Universities 
(ASUU) for October 2022.”

SERAP is also urging 
him to “direct Mr Ngige and 
Mr Okol ieaboh to  pay 
ASUU members full salaries 
for the duration of  their 
strike action.”

The Federal Government 
recently allegedly paid half-
salaries to members of  
ASUU for the month of  
O c t o b e r,  2 0 2 2 .  S o m e 
p r o f e s s o r s  r e p o r t e d l y 
received salaries ranging 
from N71,000 to N121,000 
for October.

In the open letter dated 5 
November, 2022 and signed 
by SERAP deputy director 
Kolawole Oluwadare, the 
organisation said: “Paying 
hal f  sa lar ies  to  ASUU 
m e m b e r s  s o l e l y  f o r 
exercising their human rights 
is patently unlawful and 
incompat ib l e  w i th  the 
Nigerian Constitution 1999 
[ a s  a m e n d e d ]  a n d 
international standards.”

S E R A P  s a i d ,  “ T h e 
alleged deductions from the 
salaries of  ASUU members 
also amount to punishing 
them for exercising their 
right to strike.”

The letter, read in part: 
“The deductions are illegal 
and disproportionate. The 
deductions may also be 
construed as a deliberate 
attempt to take away the right 
to strike, and to make ASUU 
a lame duck.”

“The r ight  to  s t r ike 
implies the right of  workers 
not  to be punished for 
striking. ASUU members do 
not therefore forfeit their 
salaries because they exercise 
their right to strike.”

“We would be grateful if  
the recommended measures 

are taken within seven days 
o f  t h e  r e c e i p t  a n d / o r 
publication of  this letter. If  
we have not heard from you 
by then, SERAP shall take all 
appropriate legal actions to 
compel your government to 
comply with our requests in 
the public interest.”

“Illegal deductions from 
t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  A S U U 
members may also violate 
the right to work, and to 
r e s p e c t  o f  t h e  d i g n i t y 
inherent in a human being.”

“The deductions are also 
incompa t ib l e  w i th  the 
prohibition of  all forms of  
exploitation and degradation 
of  man particularly cruel, 
inhuman or  deg rad ing 
punishment and treatment.”

“The deductions also 
implicitly violate the right of  
members of  ASUU to an 
adequate standard of  living 
for themselves and their 
families, including to the 
continuous improvement of  
living conditions.”

“Strikes are an essential 
means available to workers 
and their organizations to 
protect their interests.”

“The right to strike is an 
intrinsic element of  the right 
of  association recognized 

u n d e r  t h e  N i g e r i a n 
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  I L O 
conventions, and human 
rights treaties to which the 
country is a state party.”

“Indeed, the right to 
strike and that of  entitlement 
to full pay for days of  strike 
are essential elements of  
trade union rights.”

“Paying ASUU members 
or any workers half  salaries 
solely for  lawful ly and 
peacefully exercising their 
right to strike constitutes an 
impermissible restriction on 
the right to freedom of  
association including the 
right to strike, which is an 
essential element in the 
p r inc ip le  o f  co l l ec t ive 
bargaining.”

“The application of  any 
purported 'no work, no pay' 
rule to deduct from the 
salaries of  ASUU members 
would be clearly inconsistent 
and incompatible with the 
Nigerian Constitution and 
international standards.”

“The right to strike is a 
k e y s t o n e  o f  m o d e r n 
industrial society. No society 
which lacks that right can be 
democratic. Any society 
which seeks to become 
democratic must secure that 

right.”
“The ILO Committee on 

Freedom of  Association has 
stated that the imposition of  
sanctions for strike action is 
n o t  c o n d u c i v e  t o 
h a r m o n i o u s  l a b o u r 
relations.”

“A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Resolution concerning the 
Abolition of  Anti-Trade 
Union Legislation in the 
States  Members  of  the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  L a b o u r 
Organisation, member states 
including Nigeria must 
'ensure the effective and 
unrestricted exercise of  trade 
union rights, including the 
right to strike by workers.'”

“Another ILO resolution, 
t i t l e d ,  ' R e s o l u t i o n 
Concerning Trade Union 
Rights and their Relation to 
Civil Liberties' called for 
action in a number of  ways 
'with a view to ensuring full 
and universal respect for 
trade union rights including 
the right to strike in their 
broadest sense.'”

“Protecting fundamental 
human rights including the 
right to strike is not simply 
about States fulfilling their 
legal obligations. It is also 
a b o u t  t h e m  c r e a t i n g 

democratic and equitable 
societies that are sustainable 
in the long run.”

“Without protecting a 
right to strike, freedom of  
association, in particular the 
right to organize activities for 
the purpose of  promoting 
and protecting workers' 
interests, cannot be fully 
realized.”

“ O u r  r e q u e s t s  a r e 
brought in the public interest, 
and in keeping with the 
requirements of  the Nigerian 
C o n s t i t u t i o n ;  a n d  t h e 
countr y ' s  inter nat ional 
obligations including under 
the International Labour 
O r g a n i z a t i o n  [ I L O ] 
Conventions, the African 
Charter on Human and 
Peoples' Rights, and the 
International Covenant on 
E c o n o m i c,  S o c i a l  a n d 
Cultural Rights to which 
Nigeria is a state party.”

“ S E R A P  n o t e s  t h a t 
ASUU recently suspended 
its eight months industrial 
a c t i o n  f o l l o w i n g 
interventions from the Court 
of  Appeal, which upheld an 
earlier decision from the 
National Industrial Court 
NIC.”

ASUU: SERAP blast Ngige over lecturers’
half salaries payment 
…Urge Buhari to order Labour, AGF to reverse the 'illegal' deductions

Ngige, Osodeke



News

Ikpeazu owes workers 117
months salary arrears - NLC 
T

he Nigeria Labour 
Congress (NLC) has 
accused the Abia State 

governor, Dr. Okezie Ik-
peazu, of  owing the state gov-
ernment workers 117 months 
of  salary arrears in different 
agencies and institutions and 
30 months of  pension bene-
fits to pensioners in the state.

According to the NLC, 
the state government owed 
three months’ salaries to lo-
cal government employees, 
23 months’ salary arrears 
to members of  staff  of  AB-
SUT, 13 months to HMB, 11 
months to secondary school 
teachers, three months to 
primary school teachers, 30 
months to Abia Polytechnic 
workers, 29 months to Abia 
College of  Education work-
ers, five months to Abia Col-
lege of  Health Sciences and 
30 months pension benefits.

The NLC in a letter to 
Ikpeazu, signed by its Pres-
ident, Ayuba Wabba on Fri-
day, vowed to deploy the full 
powers of  trade unionism 
and Nigerian workers against 
the Abia government if  it re-
fuses to pay the salaries and 
pensions owed to workers 

and pensioners in the State.
The labour union, however, 

urged the governor to, with-
out further delay, offset the 
huge unpaid salaries, allow-
ances and other entitlements 
owed workers and pensioners 
in the state in the interest of  
industrial peace.

The letter reads in part, 
“The attention of  the Nigeria 
Labour Congress has been 
drawn to media statements 
attributed to the government 
of  Abia State demanding an 
apology for reports that the 
State is indebted to workers 
and pensioners on arrears of  
salaries and pension benefits.

 “The statement also stated 
that the Abia State Govern-
ment posited that the state 
is up to date in terms of  its 
wage and pension obligations 
to workers and senior citizens 
in the state.

 “While the Nigeria La-
bour Congress would not 
want to join issues with the 
Abia State Government on 
its claims, we wish to counsel 
that facts are sacred, especial-
ly where the record of  wage 
administration in Abia State 
is conspicuous in the public 

domain.
“For the records, we wish 

to draw the attention of  Your 
Excellency to the fact of  the 
serial violations of  the norms 
and principles of  decent work 
whose chief  pillars are living 
wages paid as and when due 
by the Abia State Govern-
ment.”

The Union in the letter also 
raised the alarm that Abia 
State is becoming one of  Ni-
geria’s most worker-unfriend-
ly sub-national governments.

The letter added, “It is on 
record that the Abia State 

Government owes workers 
and pensioners in the fol-
lowing establishments: Local 
Government employees – 3 
months’ salaries; staff  of  AB-
SUTH – 23 months’ salary 
arrears. HMB – 13 months’ 
salary arrears; Secondary 
School Teachers – 11 months 
of  salaries; Primary School 
Teachers – 3 months’ salary.

 “Pensioners in Abia State 
– 30 months’ pension bene-
fits (Pensioners in the Judici-
ary sector are owed monthly 
pension benefits from Febru-
ary 2021 to date)Workers in 

Abia State Polytechnic – 30 
months’ salary arrears; Work-
ers in Abia State College of  
Education – 29 months’ sal-
ary; Workers in Abia State 
College of  Health Sciences – 
5 months.

 “Furthermore, the ap-
proved CONHESS is yet to 
be implemented in Abia State 
since May 2021 till date. It 
is on record that the NBTE 
withdrew the accreditation of  
the Abia State Polytechnic re-
cently. The list of  infractions 
against workers in Abia State 
goes on and on.

 “We use this medium to 
call on the Abia State Gov-
ernment to invest the resourc-
es of  the state in settling the 
huge arrears of  unpaid sala-
ries, allowances and other en-
titlements owed workers and 
pensioners in the state rather 
than pursuing shadows and 
silhouettes in both public and 
private media within and out-
side the state.

 “In the event that the Abia 
State Government continues 
to play the Ostrich with the 
lives of  workers and pen-
sioners, the Nigeria Labour 
Congress will be left with no 
option than to deploy the full 
weight of  the power of  trade 
unions and workers in the 
country.

 “While we await your swift 
action on the issues raised in 
this letter and earlier ones, 
please accept our very warm 
regards.”
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Nnamdi Kanu: Igbo elders demand withdrawal 
of appeal at Supreme Court

I
gbo elders under the 
umbrella of  Igbo Elders 
Consultative Forum, 

has appealed to the Federal 
Government to reconsider 
its position on appealing 
the Appeal Court ruling 
on Nnamdi Kalu, the in-
carcerated leader of  the 
Indigenous People of  Bia-
fra (IPOB), which quashed 
all the terrorism charges 
against him.

The Elders said the de-
cision of  the Federal Gov-
ernment to appeal the judg-
ment at the Supreme Court 
was needless and should be 
reconsidered, stating that 
the appeal can aggravate 
the security challenges and 
peace process initiatives 
in the South East, and can 
also prevent the peaceful 
conduct of  2023 general 
elections, with other ripple 
effects on the peace, unity, 
stability and continued cor-
porate existence of  Nigeria.

The Chairman of  the 
Forum, former Anambra 
State governor, Dr. Chuk-
wuemeka Ezeife, told jour-
nalists at a press conference 

in Abuja, on Friday, that not 
obeying the court judgment 
could be misinterpreted by 
many that the Federal Gov-
ernment has other motives 
for keeping the IPOB leader 
in detention.

He said: “As responsible 
Igbo Elders, who believe 
in the peace, unity, stabili-
ty and corporate existence 
of  Nigeria, we appeal to 
the Federal Government to 
withdraw its appeal against 
the unanimous ruling of  
the three -man panel of  the 
Court of  Appeal, and re-
lease Nnamdi Kalu, as di-
rected by the court.

“Even if  the Federal 
Government should appeal 
against the unanimous rul-
ing of  the Court of  Appeal, 
which is unnecessary, they 
should first obey the ruling 
of  its own court as was the 
case with the recent Nation-
al Industrial Court (NIC) 
ruling against the industri-
al action of  the Academic 
Staff  Union of  Universities 
(ASUU).

He reminded President 
Muhammadu Buhari of  the 

promise he made at sever-
al fora that only the court 
would determine the fate of  
the IPOB leader.

“Nigerians and the in-
ternational community are 
witnesses to efforts and vis-
its of  Igbo leaders, includ-
ing the high level Ohaneze 
Worldwide delegation led 
by 94 year -old the late 
Chief  Mbazulike Amechi, 
which had appealed to 
President to explore polit-
ical solution to solve the 
problem.

“The late Chief  Amechi 
had pleaded that Mr. Pres-
ident should release Mr. 
Kanu to him as a special fa-
vour and birthday gift as an 
elder statesman. Mr. Pres-
ident refused and insisted 
that the judiciary should be 
allowed to handle the mat-
ter.

“Now, the Appeal Court 
did not only quash the 
terrorism charges against 
Nnamdi Kalu, it ruled that 
the Federal Government 
breached all known local 
and International laws in 
the forceful rendition of  

Kanu to Nigeria, thereby 
making terrorism charges 
against him incompetent 
and unlawful.

“We still appeal to Mr. 
President to rescind govern-
ment appeal to the Supreme 
Court and release Nnamdi 
Kalu in honour of  the mem-
ory of  late Chief  Amechi, 
who just passed on without 
witnessing the release of  
Mr. Kanu. We also appeal 
to Ndi Igbo, both home and 
in diaspora, to remain calm 
and avoid any action that 
will aggravate the already 
tensed security challeng-
es in the South East,” Dr. 
Ezeife submitted.

President of NACOY, Thomas Ekeh and Obosima Youth President, Comr. Nwanedi Chibuike Dalymor, during 
the Iri Ji Ohaji at Umuakenne.

2023: Court sacks 3 Labour Party 
NASS candidates in Rivers

A 
Federal High Court 
sitting in Port Har-
court has sacked three 

National Assembly candi-
dates of  the Labour Party in 
Rivers State.

The candidates are for 
Obio/Akpor and Port Har-
court City Local Government 
constituencies.

The ruling Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party in the state had 
dragged the Labour Party to 
court for allegedly not com-
plying with the new Electoral 
Act in their emergence as can-
didates.

The PDP had asked the 
court to nullify the primary in 
which they were elected and 
direct the Independent Na-
tional Electoral Commission 
to disqualify the candidates.

The Presiding Judge, Jus-
tice Stephen Daylop-Pam, in 
his judgment agreed with the 
originating summon of  the 
PDP that challenged the com-
petence of  the Labour Party 
to nominate candidates in the 
primary election that INEC 
did not monitor.

Daylop-Pam also ruled that 
the PDP proved that INEC 
did not monitor the primary 
election of  the affected con-
stituencies and ordered the 
electoral umpire not to recog-
nise the affected candidates of  
the Labour Party for the 2023 
general election.

But counsel for Labour Par-
ty and the three candidates, 
Uche Ollewunne, disclosed 

that he would advise his cli-
ents to appeal the judgment.

Meanwhile, the leadership 
of  the Labour Party (LP) in 
the state, has described the 
ruling of  the Federal High 
Court as ‘unclear and bias’.

LP Chairman in the state, 
Hon. Dienye Pepple, in a 
statement made available to 
newsmen in Port Harcourt 
yesterday, said said those 
affected are candidates that 
have already been substituted.

The statement reads in 
part: “It is crystal clear that 
the PDP wants to contest the 
elections alone as they have 
taken virtually all other politi-
cal Parties to court in a bid to 
disqualify all.

“For us in Labour Party, 
the judgment does not repre-
sent the true reality of  things 
as the affected Candidates 
has already been substituted, 
hence the Party is already pre-
paring to appeal the matter 
for the affected constituencies 
as we are still hopeful that jus-
tice would prevail.

“The People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) has no Locus on 
this matter and their efforts to 
discourage our people to go to 
the poll and vote for our cred-
ible candidates would be de-
feated with God on our side.

“We encourage you to re-
main resolute in our collec-
tive commitment to take back 
Rivers State and our Country 
by voting massively for La-
bour Party come 2023.”

Read 
&
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News Echo



… As CJN sets up election petition 
tribunal today, Monday

News

Politicians have seized Nigeria’s Judiciary
 - Fmr NBA President, Akpata

T
he Immediate past 
President of  the Nige-
rian Bar Association, 

Mr Olumide Akpata has 
squared the challenges fac-
ing Nigeria’s judiciary and 
that of  other countries on the 
continent on the consuming 
desire of  politicians to use 
the arm as a platform to cap-
ture political power.

Akpata made this claim at 
a panel session in the ongo-
ing International Bar Associ-

ation conference holding in 
the United States of  Ameri-
ca.

According to the erstwhile 
Bar President, politicians 
have captured the judiciary 
in other to secure their grip 
on power.

Akpata made this point 
at a panel session of  various 
lawyers from around the 
world as part of  activities 
scheduled for the IBA Con-
ference.
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US court fixes Hushpuppi sentencing
 today

S
ocial media celebrity, 
Ramon Abbas, popu-
larly known as ‘Hush-

puppi’ will have his sentenc-
ing be held today, Monday 
November 7, by the US 
Court.

There were reports on 
Friday that Hushpuppi had 
been sentenced to 11 years 
in prison in the United 
States, but according to the 
BBC, the report is fake.

“The sentencing is now 
scheduled for Monday, No-
vember 7,” the court’s Di-
rector of  Media Relations, 
Thom Mrozek said in a re-
sponse to an email inquiry 
by Channels Television on 
Friday.

This is contrary to viral 
reports that Hushpuppi had 
been sentenced to 11 years 
in prison.

With the November 7 
date, the court has post-
poned Hushpuppi’s sen-
tencing date for at least five 
times in 2022 alone since his 
conviction for alleged $1.1m 
Qatari fraud.

Hushpuppi was initially 
scheduled for sentencing 
on February 14 but it was 
moved to July 11 and to 
September 21 before it was 
postponed to November 3 
and now to November 7.

Hushpuppi, 39, had en-
tered a plea bargain and 
pleaded guilty to charges in-
cluding money laundering, 
and wire fraud, amongst 
others brought against him 
by the court.

He risks “20 years’ impris-
onment; a 3-year period of  
supervised release; a fine of  
$500,000 or twice the gross 
gain or gross loss resulting 
from the offence,” accord-
ing to court documents.

He was arrested in Dubai 
in June 2020 alongside 12 
others and extradited to the 
US for prosecution.

The Federal Bureau of  
Investigation (FBI) had in-
dicted suspended Head of  
Inspector General of  Police 
Intelligence Response Team, 
DCP Abba Kyari, in the 
Hushpuppi case but Kyari 
had denied the fraud allega-
tions.

Kyari was later arrested 
by the National Drug Law 
and Enforcement Agency 
(NDLEA) in February for 
alleged drug-related offenc-
es. The NDLEA has since 
arraigned the suspended 
deputy police commissioner.

Remanded at the Kuje 
prison in Abuja, Kyari and 
his co-defendants hope to 
get bail at the Federal High 

Court in Abuja.
Hushpuppi is a suspected 

Nigerian internet fraudster 
arrested in Dubai, Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, in June 
2020 and was extradited to 
the United States on July 3. 
He was arrested for defraud-
ing over 1.9 million people, 
the majority of  them being 
Americans.

The 37 years old had 
pleaded guilty to the charges 
filed against him.

An earlier statement by 
the acting United States At-
torney Tracy Wilkinson re-
vealed that Hushpuppi and 
his accomplice faked the fi-
nancing of  a school by play-
ing the roles of  bank officials 
and creating a bogus website. 
He was also alleged to have 
bribed foreign officials to 
keep the elaborate pretence.

In October, 2022, the trial 
judge, Otis Wright, of  the 
US Central District Court 
in California postponed the 
sentencing to Monday, No-
vember 7, 2022.

“Counsels are notified, the 
sentencing is continued to 
November 7, 2022 at 11.30 
am. as to Defendant Ramon 
Olorunwa Abbas,” the court 
announcement shifting the 
sentencing read.

T
he Chief  Justice 
of  Nigeria, Justice 
Olukayode Ariwoo-

la, will on Monday, inau-
gurate the election petition 
tribunal that would settle 
appeals that may arise from 
the conduct of  the 2023 
general elections.

The Director of  Infor-
mation and Press of  the 
Supreme Court, Dr Festus 

In his words, “Judiciary 
capture is no longer as bra-
zen as it was before but it is 
insidious, and in my juris-
diction what happens is that 
from the point of  view of  
appointment, the process is 
opaque. So people who are 
not supposed to be on the 
Bench, get to the Bench.”

He added, “The judici-
ary is also starved of  funds. 
There is no financial auton-
omy, so they have to run to 

the executive for everything 
including their salaries. They 
are poorly paid which im-
pedes their ability to function 
properly.

Thirdly, there is Intimi-

dation which includes raids 
on the homes of  Judges by 
11, 12 midnight. And lastly 
there is corruption, where 
they are just offered bribes.

Akpata further said that 
the whole point is as a result 
of  the desire by politicians to 
use the judiciary as a tool for 

political contestation. “Be-
cause politicians recognise 
that the way to political pow-
er now is the judiciary, they 
do everything to take over 
the appointment process, en-
sure the judiciary is not well 
paid, and make the system 
dysfunctional.”

Lead Pastor of Higherlife Generation Church together with the leadership of the PFN Imo State 
Chapter and Bishop Innocent Erimujor after service in the makeshift assembly ground for sunday 
worship.

Akande, disclosed this to 
journalists in Abuja on Sat-
urday.

According to Akande, the 
event is slated for Andrews 
Obaseki Auditorium at the 
National Judicial Institute 
(NJI) in Abuja.

Over 400 Judges from 
States and Federal High 
Courts have been carefully 
nominated by the President 

of  the Court of  Appeal, 
Justice Monica Dongbam 
to serve on the panel.

He explained that An-
drews Otutu Obaseki Au-
ditorium of  NJI was con-
sidered in view of  the large 
number of  the tribunal 
members being expected to 
grace the inauguration cer-
emony scheduled for 9 am.

… Describes as ‘opaque’, the process of  appointment to the bench

Higherlife Church demolition: PFN, Bishop 
Erimujor visits congregation ... Consoles, pledges support 

O
ne week after the 
demolition of  the 
facility of  Higherlife 

Generation Church in Ow-
erri, the Imo State capital, the 
Imo State Chapter of  the Pen-
tecostal Fellowship of  Nige-
ria (PFN) has identified with 
the church community and 
the leadership. 

Sunday service which was 
held in an open space had in 
attendance, the chairman of  
the PFN, Imo State chapter, 
Dr Dennis Jacobs and the 
Public Relations Officer, Dr 
Sam Osuji to encourage the 
brethren over the illegal dem-
olition of  the church by one 
CP Henry Njoku along with 
some thugs last Sunday. 

The PFN chairman, Dr 
Dennis Jacobs, cited the book 
of  Psalm 124:1-3 and Isaiah 
61:7 to tell the church that 
God will give them double 
for their shame. 

The PFN chairman also 
told the church that the PFN 
body is standing with the 
church to make sure that jus-
tice is served. Also speaking, 
state PRO of  PFN, Dr Sam 
Osuji encouraged the breth-
ren and the lead pastor, Pas-
tor Emmanuel Samuel not to 
give, stating that the experi-
ence was one of  the challeng-
es Christians face daily.

Another father of  faith in 
Imo, Bishop Innocent Erimu-
jor walked into the service 
and gave the Pastor Emma-

nuel and his wife including 
the worshippers some words 
of  encouragement, using the 
book of  Jeremiah 29:11 and 
1Samuel 30:1-8. He assured 
them that justice must be 
served and the perpetrator 
must be brought to book.

Also in a phone conversa-
tion with News Echo prior 
to the Sunday service, Pastor 
Emmanuel decried the untold 
hardship, the ugly incident 
had put both his immediate 
family and the worship com-
munity of  the church. On his 
plans for Sunday service, the 

pastor committed wherever 
they would use as a church 
venue into the hands of  God.

News Echo observed that 
despite the events of  last 
Sunday, the church members 
were undeterred as a good 
number of  them came to ser-
vice in an empty space which 
was temporarily organized 
for worship on Sunday, a tes-
tament to the resilience of  the 
church and a true representa-
tion of  the Christian standing 
strong in the face of  difficul-
ties.

There ‘ll be no power supply in Imo
for 5 days - EEDC
 T

he Enugu Electricity 
Distribution Compa-
ny PLC (EEDC), has 

announced that Imo State 
will experience a planned 
outage from Friday, 4th to 
Tuesday, 8th November 
2022.

The power distribution 
company said the exercise 
was to enable the Transmis-
sion Company of  Nigeria 
(TCN) crew carry out main-
tenance on Alaoji-Owerri 
lines 1 & 2.

This development was 
disclosed on Friday evening 
in a statement signed by 
Emeka Ezeh, the Head 
Corporate Communication. 
The statement while regret-

ting the inconveniences the 
planned outage will cause its 
esteemed customers, said the 
exercise is geared towards 
improved and quality elec-
tricity supply.

The statement read: “The 
Enugu Electricity Distribu-
tion Company PLC (EEDC) 
wishes to inform her es-
teemed customers in Imo 
State of  a planned outage on 
Alaoji-Owerri lines 1 & 2, 
scheduled to take place from 
Friday 4th to Tuesday 8th 
November, 2022, from 9am 
to 3pm. This is to enable 
the Transmission Company 
of  Nigeria (TCN) crew car-
ry out maintenance on the 
mentioned lines.



465.10kg and 642,800 pills 
of  the pharmaceutical 
opioid.

“The previous day, 
T h u r s d a y  3 r d  N o v, 
operatives at the NAHCO 
export shed of  the airport 
a l s o  i n t e r c e p t e d  a 
consignment of  different 
illicit drugs: Cannabis, 
C o c a i n e  a n d 
Methamphetamine as well 
as Tramadol 225mg and 
Rohyphnol concealed in 
footwears and soap packs 
going to UAE, Dubai. A 
32-year-old Oladitan Serah 
O l u f u n m i l a y o  w h o 
presented the consignment 
for export was arrested.

“ M e a n w h i l e ,  t w o 
businessmen who have 
been on the run for months 
over their involvement in 
drug trafficking have been 
arrested by anti-narcotic 
officers assigned to track 
them. Nnebo Ikechukwu 
Christopher who has been 
wanted for his role in the 
importation of  40 cartons 
containing 346,800 pills of  
Co-codamol, a brand of  
paracetamol with Codeine 
seized at the cargo wing of  
the MMIA local airport 
since March 2022, was 
arrested on Thursday 3rd 
Nov.

“In the same vein, 
operatives on the trail of  an 
automobile parts dealer, 
Omeje Oliver (a.k.a David 
M a r k )  s i n c e  A p r i l 
eventually arrested him on 
Monday 31st October in 
Enugu where he fled to 
a f t e r  a b a n d o n i n g  h i s 
business at Aspanda, Trade 
Fair Complex Lagos. He 

peratives of  the 

ONat iona l  Dr ug 
Law Enforcement 

Agency (NDLEA) have 
arrested two Pakistani 
businessmen at the Murtala 
Muhammed International 
Airport, MMIA, Lagos 
a l l e g e d l y  w i t h  e i g h t 
kilograms of  cocaine.

The illicit drug was 
concealed in a public 
address system while they 
were attempting to board a 
Qatar Airways flight to 
Lahole, Pakistan via Doha.

S p o k e s m a n  o f  t h e 

o fewer than four 

Npersons were killed 
i n  O g u n  S t a t e 

between Thursday and 
Friday, it was learnt.

It was gathered that a 
vigilante leader, identified as 
Muhammed Oke, was killed 
by some gunmen suspected 
to be kidnappers at Oke 
I s a g a / I l e w o - O r i l e , 
Abeokuta-Nor th Local 
Government Area of  Ogun 
State.

The vigilante head was 
shot dead around 8:30 am 
o n  T h u r s d ay  a f t e r  h e 
r e p o r t e d ly  r e c e ive d  a 
distress call from some 
residents that gunmen were 
sighted inside a bush around 
the area.

As he got to the said 
place where the gunmen 
were hibernating, they were 
said to have opened fire on 
him.

The Ogun State police 
spokesperson, Abimbola 
Oyeyemi, confirmed the 
incident, saying the suspects 
would be arrested in no 
time.

Oke was, until his death, 
the Chairman of  the African 
D e m o c r a t i c  C o n g r e s s 

(ADC) in Ward 15.
In the same vein, two 

persons were killed in a cult 
clash that ensued between 
youths of  Ogere and Iperu, 
Ikenne Local Government 
Area of  Ogun State, on 
Friday.

It was learnt that the 
clash was triggered by a 
boundary dispute between 
Ogere and Iperu.

In the incident, one 
Bayo Rabiu, who is a cousin 
o f  the  for mer  De puty 
Speaker of  the Ogun State 
House of  Assembly, Dare 
Kadiri, was said to have 
been killed by a stray bullet.

It was learnt that Rabiu 
was returning with three 
other people in a vehicle 
w h e n  t h e  i n c i d e n t 
happened.

C o n f i r m i n g  t h e 
incident, the lawmaker 
appealed for calm among 
Ago-Iwoye youths, saying 
he had reported the matter 
t o  G o v e r n o r  D a p o 
Abiodun, an indigene of  
Iperu.

“It is a sad day for the 
Kadiri's family of  Odosinusi 
Ago Iwoye. He is one of  the 
pride of  our family and the 

b r e a d w i n n e r  o f  h i s 
immediate family. But, as 
Muslims, we believe it is the 
wish of  Allah,” Kadiri said.

The Ogun police image 
maker said the matter was 
being investigated, saying 
no arrest had been made yet.

o l i c e  p e r s o n n e l Pa t t a c h e d  t o 
Magumeri Division 

i n  B o r n o  S t a t e  h ave 
reportedly repelled Boko 
Haram/ISWAP attack in 
the early hours of  Sunday.

It was gathered that 
scores of  armed terrorists, 
suspected to be members of  
the Islamic State of  the 
West African Province, 
(ISWAP), faction stormed 
the Divisional command of  
Police in the town in a 
convoy of  gun trucks and 
motorcycles at about 00:35 
am.

Security Sources also 
told Zagazola Makama, a 
counter-insurgency expert 
and security analyst in the 
Lake Chad region, that the 
attack triggered a fierce gun 

battle between the police 
personnel and the terrorists 
which lasted until 1:30 am.

The sources said that 
the Divisional Officer and 

h e  K a n o  S t a t e Tg ove r n m e n t  h a s 
described as l ies 

repor ts  that  Gover nor 
Abdullahi Ganduje was 
among the three governors 
fingered by the Economic 
and  Financ ia l  Cr imes 
Commission as having 
stashed away funds in their 
houses.

A statement issued on 
S u n d a y  b y  t h e 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r 
I n f o r m a t i o n ,  M a l a m 

M u h a m m a d  G a r b a , 
indicated that while the 
EFCC did not mention the 
identity of  the governors, 
the online publicat ion 
“went ahead to make such 
false reference.”

He said the repor t, 
“which lacks texture for an 
investigative story,” was 
either the imagination of  
t h e  p u b l i s h e r s  o r  a 
deliberate attempt to tarnish 
the governor's image.

Garba pointed out that 
Governor Ganduje did not 
acquire billions of  naira and 
stash it away.

The  Commiss ioner 
added that Kano is one of  
t h e  f e w  s t a t e s  t h a t 
c o n s i s t e n t l y  p ay s  i t s 
workers' salary, even as, at 
the time of  the release of  the 
false report, posting of  the 
O c t o b e r  s a l a r y  h a d 
commenced.

He, therefore, called for 
the “retraction of  the story 
and an unreserved apology 
from the publishers, failure 
o f  w h i c h  t h e  s t a t e 
government would not 
he s i t a t e  to  t ake  l ega l 
action.”

h i s  m e n  v e h e m e n t l y 
resisted and foiled the 
t e r r o r i s t s '  p l a n  o f  
overrunning them.

O n e  I n s p e c t o r 
identified as Bitrus Umaru 
was said to have sustained a 

gunshot wound, one Hilux 
patrol vehicle was carted 
away while another gulf  car 
belonging to one of  the 
police personnel was set 
ablaze by the invading 
terrorists.

was wanted in connection 
with the seizure of  600 
grams of  heroin concealed 
ins ide  soles  of  lady ' s 
footwears going to Liberia 
on April 16.

“On the  same day 
O m e j e  wa s  a r r e s t e d , 
operatives at the SAHCO 
export shed of  the Lagos 
airport intercepted 550 
grams of  cannabis loud 
concealed in machine parts 
going to Dubai, UAE, 
while the sender, Ogbure 
Victor Ifeanyi was later 
arrested.

I n  K a t s i n a  s t a t e , 
operatives on patrol at 
Malumfashi-Zaria road, 
arrested a blind man, Bukar 
Haruna, 52, and his son 
Saka Haruna, 30 while 
heading to Niger republic 
with 20.5kg cannabis and 
10 grams of  exol-5. They 
hail from Damagram area 
of  Niger Republic.

“ N o  l e s s  t h a n  2 , 
685.5kgs of  cannabis were 
recovered in four different 
operations conducted in 
parts of  Edo state in the last 
week. While 53 bags of  
C/S weighing 742.5kgs 
were seized on Wednesday 
2nd Nov at a camp in 
Esioriri, Owan East LGA 
w i t h  f o u r  s u s p e c t s : 
C h u k u e k e  I g b a ,  3 2 ; 
S o l o m o n  P e t e r ,  3 4 ; 
Emmanuel Jeremiah, 36 
and Happiness Chidi, 37 
arrested, another raid in the 
house of  Joy Zubaru, 45, 
led to her arrest with 
3 0 . 5 k g s  o f  c a n n a b i s 
recovered.

“In the same vein, 
operatives on Thursday 3rd 

NDLEA, Femi Babafemi, 
who announced this in a 
statement on Sunday, the 
t w o  s u s p e c t s :  A s i f  
M u h a m m e d ,  4 5  a n d 
Hussain Naveed, 57, hold 
Nigerian residence permits 
suspected to be fake and are 
f requent  t rave l l e r s  to 
Nigeria under the guise of  
doing textile business.

He also said two drug 
k i n g p i n s ,  N n e b o 
Ikechukwu Christopher 
and Omeje Oliver, who 
have been wanted were 
nabbed by operatives of  the 

Nov stormed the Egbeta 
forest in Ovia North East 
where they recovered 112 
bags of  cannabis and 8 bags 
of  seeds with a combined 
weight of  1,598.5kgs, while 
another team evacuated 27 
bags of  same substance 
w e i g h i n g  3 1 4 k g s  a t 
Amahor village in Igueben 
LGA.

“ I n  M u b i  a r e a  o f  
Adamawa, operatives on 
T u e s d a y  1 s t  N o v . 
i n t e r c e p t e d  a  Toyo t a 
Corolla car transporting 
9,600 pills of  tramadol. A 
follow-up operation later 
led to the arrest of  the 
owner of  the consignment, 
Mamuda Ramadan, (a.k.a 
Muller), while another 
s u s p e c t ,  A l h a s s a n 
Muhammed, was arrested 
on Sunday 30th Oct. along 
Abuja-Kaduna express 
road, with 136,000 pills of  
tramadol concealed inside 
his car's spare tyre.

“While commending 
the officers and men of  the 
MMIA, Edo, Katsina, 
Adamawa, and Kaduna 
Commands of  the Agency 
f o r  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l 
operations in the past week, 
C h a i r m a n / C h i e f  
Executive of  NDLEA, 
Brig. Gen. Mohamed Buba 
Marwa (Retd), CON, OFR 
urged them and their 
counterparts across the 
country not to rest on their 
o a r s  u n t i l  a l l  d r u g 
syndicates operating in 
Nigeria are completely 
dismantled and the last 
gram of  illicit substance 
taken out of  the streets.”

Agency.
The statement reads: 

“They were arrested on 
Saturday 5th November at 
the Lagos airport barely a 
week after they came to 
Nigeria, that is, Sunday 
30th October.

“Operat ives  a t  the 
SAHCO import shed of  the 
air por t  on Friday 4th 
N o ve m b e r  s e i z e d  1 3 
c a r t o n s  o f  Tr a m a d o l 
2 2 5 m g  a n d  2 0 0 m g 
imported from Karachi, 
Pakistan. The consignment 
has  a  total  weight  of  
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NDLEA arrests two Pakistani businessmen, blind Nigerien, son

Four persons killed by kidnappers,
cultists in Ogun

Officer injured as police repel Boko Haram
attack in Borno

Ganduje not under EFCC watch
– Kano govt



We ‘ll resist Umahi’s undemocratic order 
restricting campaigns in public places
- Ebonyi PDP guber candidate

News

FG moves to claim 40
Ekweremadu properties
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A 
Federal High Court 
sitting in Abuja 
on Friday ordered 

an interim forfeiture of  40 
landed properties belong-
ing to the embattled former 
Deputy Senate President, 
Sen. Ike Ekweremadu, who 
is currently in custody in the 

United Kingdom.
The trial Judge, Justice In-

yang Ekwo made the order 
following an ex-parte mo-
tion marked, FHC/ABJ/
CS/1242/2022 filed and 
moved by Ibrahim Buba on 
behalf  of  the Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commis-

sion (EFCC).
In a short ruling on the ex-

parte motion, the Judge or-
dered the anti-graft agency 
to publish the interim forfei-
ture order of  the properties 
in a national daily within 
seven days from the date the 
order was given.

Justice Ekwo specifically 
asked anybody interested 
in the properties covered by 
the interim forfeiture order 
to indicate within 14 days 
of  the publication of  the in-
terim forfeiture order of  the 
court.

Justice Ekwo adjourned 

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he governoship candi-
date of  PDP in Ebonyi 
State, Chief  Ifeanyi-

chukwu Odii has vowed to 
resist the restrictions of  cam-
paigns in schools and market 
squares across the state by the 
state government.

Governor Dave Umahi had 
last week issued executive 
order restricting campaigns 
in public places including 
schools and market squares. 

Odii who stated this while 
addressing Journalists shortly 
after a special Thanksgiving 
service of  Senator Obinna 
Ogba at Nkalagu, Ishielu lo-
cal government area of  the 
state vowed  that the party 
will resist the action of  the 
government which according 
to him, was against the elec-
toral act. 

He described the restriction 
as undemocratic and uncon-
stitutional. “The new Elector-
al Act supersedes every other 
laws which made it very clear 
that public places should be 
allowed for campaigns.

“I know that we will not 
allow this because it unconsti-
tutional and anything you are 

Some of the SEMA/IOM of�cials during the distribution of relief materials to displaced persons in Onitsha.

till December 5, 2022, for 
a report, if  there is any ob-
jection from any member 
of  the public regarding the 
properties.

The interim forfeiture or-
der covers 10 Ekweremadu’s 
properties in Enugu, three in 
the United States of  Ameri-
ca (USA), two in the United 
Kingdom (UK), one in La-
gos, nine in Dubai, and 15 
located in the Federal Cap-
ital Territory.

By the ruling, members 
of  the public interested in 
the properties, covered by 
the interim forfeiture order 
should, within 14 days of  
the newspaper publication, 
inform the court why the 
properties should not be 
permanently forfeited to the 
Federal Government.

The former Deputy Sen-
ate President and his wife 
are currently standing tri-
al in the United Kingdom 
over alleged organ harvest. 
Meanwhile, Senator Ike 
Ekweremadu has stated in 
clear terms that his proper-
ties will be released back to 
him after EFCC investiga-
tion.

The investigation is a 
welcomed process to actu-
ally determine the authen-
ticity of  my acquisition, 
Ekweremadu Speaks out. 
An EFCC lawyer, Ibrahim 
Buba, moved the applica-
tion for the confiscation 
of  the assets, saying they 
were suspicious proceeds of  
crime.

The lawyer told the judge 
that the landed properties 
comprise 15 in Abuja, 10 in 
Enugu (Mr Ekweremadu’s 
home state), one in Lagos, 
two in the United King-
dom, three in the United 
States, and nine in Dubai in 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE).

The EFCC claimed the as-
sets were allegedly acquired 
with proceeds of  fraud.

It stands on the fate of  
the law and EFCC to do 
the needful and reinstate the 
said properties to me, Ekw-
eremadu said.

doing that is not the constitu-
tion is unconstitutional”, he 
stated. On the lingering legal 
tussle between him and Sen-
ator Obinna Ogba over the 
governoship ticket of  the par-
ty which has been laid to rest 
by supreme court judgments, 
the business mogul, said there 

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia 

A 
Federal High Court 
sitting in Umua-
hia, the Abia State 

capital has dismissed a 
suit seeking to nullify the 
candidacy of  the Speak-
er of  Abia State House 
of  Assembly, Hon Chine-
dum Orji, for Ikwuano/
Umuahia Federal Constit-
uency at the forthcoming 
2023 general elections.  In 
the Suit No FHC/UM/
CS/62/2022: Ndidi Nwag-
bara and six others vs 
INEC, PDP and 37 others 
including  Chinedum Eny-
innaya Orji, the claimants 
had prayed the court to 
nullify the congresses that 
produced the 3-man Ad-
Hoc delegates that voted 
at the PDP primaries that 
produced its candidates in 
Abia. 

Delivering judgment on 
the matter, Hon Justice 
Evelyn Anyadike declared 
that the claimants were not 
aspirants at the PDP pri-
maries in contention there-
fore lacked the locus standi 
to institute the case. 

The Judge further 
averred that the issue of  
3-man Ward Ad-Hoc dele-
gates for the primaries is an 
internal affair of  the party 
and is therefore not justice-
able. 

The court further held 
that the Suit is not a 
pre-election matter as de-
fined by Section 285 (14) 
of  the 1999 Constitution as 
amended, therefore mak-
ing it lack jurisdiction to 
entertain the matter. 

The Court chided the 
claimants for approaching 
the Honorable Court with 
a matter that was supposed 
to have been settled inter-
nally in PDP.

Court dismisses suit
seeking nullification
of Abia Speaker’s 
candidacy

• My seized properties must be released, Ekweremadu insists

was no Victor, no vanguish in 
the ticket tussle.

“PDP is one family and we 
will remain one family and 
you can see, I am here in Sen-
ator Obinna Ogba’s house to-
day which signifies that there 
is unity in the party.

“Remember, part of  my 
manifesto is to bring unity 
in the party and the state. So, 
charity begins at home and I 
am a unifier. “So, we are here 
today to support him because 
all of  us are winners, victory 
belong to all of  us”, he stated.

Peter Obi can’t win election - Dino Melaye

D
ino Melaye, spokes-
man for the Peoples 
Democratic Party 

(PDP) Presidential Cam-
paign Council (PCC), has 
repeated that the Labour 
Party’s (LP) presidential 
nominee, Peter Obi, cannot 
win the election, claiming 
that the excitement of  his 
‘Obidient’ fans is already 
fading.

Melaye made this claim 
while speaking to journalists 
in Abuja on Saturday.

 “By January, it will go 
down more, because people 
will realize that it is going 
to be a wasted vote, people 
will realize that he (Peter 
Obi) cannot become presi-
dent, people will realize that 
voting for Peter is voting for 

Tinubu, so that is why I’m 
having a clarion call on Peter 
Obi, gentleman, progressive 
minded, sound, to in the in-
terest of  this country for his 
tomorrow, he should give his 
today and come back home 
to support his elder brother 
and mentor,” he said.

Obi, according to Melaye, 
has no national support to 
become President of  Nigeria 
in 2023.

The spokeswoman for Ati-
ku’s campaign asked Obi to 
rejoin the PDP.

He claimed that voting for 
Obi in February is a vote for 
the ruling All Progressives 
Congress, APC’s candidate, 
Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinu-
bu, “because Obi does not 
have what it takes to win the 

… Mocks dying energy of ‘Obidients’ Movement
election.”

Melaye asked Obi to work 
for the emergence of  Atiku 
Abubakar because “Nigeri-
ans cannot afford another 
four years an APC admin-
istration that will “continue 
with insecurity, kidnapping, 
banditry, rise in the price of  
goods and commodities in 
this country.”

He said, “Nigerians must 
know that any vote for Peter 
Obi is a vote for APC. Be-
cause Peter Obi cannot make 
it. So, anybody that is voting 
for Labour Party is actually 
voting for Tinubu. Anybody 
that is campaigning for Peter 
Obi is actually praying and 
working for Tinubu to be-
come the President.

 “If  you are voting for 

Peter, you are depleting the 
votes of  PDP because Peter 
cannot make it. Labour Par-
ty only fielded 30 out of  109 
candidates for the Senate, so 
who is going to protect the 
votes of  labor party, when 
even fielding candidates for 
109 senatorial districts, they 
could not. ”

Melaye also explained that 
no ethnic champion has ever 
made it as president of  Nige-
ria.

 “Buhari himself, ran on 
regional grounds three times 
and lost woefully because 
he was a regional champi-
on, both in ANPP, in APP, 
and in CPC, he couldn’t win 
until he eventually run on 
a national platform. When 
people like Atiku, Tinubu, 
Saraki, myself, formed a 
National Party, was when 
Buhari could now become 
the president. So historically, 

Peter ought to know that no 
regional champion can be 
president in Nigeria.”

 “With Peter or no Peter, 
Atiku is going to win the 
next election. Because we 
have looked at it, we have 
looked at the spread, we 
have looked at the accepta-
bility, we have looked at the 
programs. We know that 
APC cannot make it. Nige-
rians will not vote APC with 
the outrageous situation we 
are in in this country.”
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Cross Fire

t is no longer naysaying that Ithe fire-back that welcomed 
t h e  s t a t e m e n t  b y  t h e 

presidential candidate of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party, PDP, 
Alhaj i  Atiku Abubakar,  on 
Governor Samuel Ortom may 
have finally cast doubts on the 
possibil ity of  Benue people 
supporting the ambition of  the 
PDP candidate in 2023 given the 
growing anger in the state.

An Alhaji, who holds the 
highest honorific chieftaincy title 
for non-Tiv indigenes, the Zege 
Mule U Tiv, meaning the covering 
of  the Tiv people, obviously drew 
the ire of  the Benue people when, 
during the presidential interactive 
session organized by the Arewa 
Joint Committee in Kaduna, was 
quoted as saying: “I am angry with 
Governor Ortom for profiling 
Fulani as bandits and terrorists 
because I am a Fulani.”

That comment didn't go down 
well with the people of  Benue 
who, after close to six long years of  
mindless attacks by armed Fulani 
h e r d s m e n  m i l i t i a  t h a t  l e f t 
thousands dead, many maimed 
with over two million displaced 
and living in dire conditions in 
close to 20 Internally Displaced 
Persons, IDP camps and host 
communities, have had to contend 
with the worst humanitarian crisis 
in recent time.

With an economy that is 
somewhat grounded and in 
shambles due to the ceaseless 
attacks that have almost crippled 
farming activities in the agrarian 
state, the people, irrespective of  
political party divide, will certainly 
not take kindly to any comment 
that tends to make a mockery of  
their ordeal or rub it on their faces.

The Convener of  the Middle 
Belt Movement for Justice and 
Peace, MBMJP, Joe Bukka, said: 
“That is the general perception of  
the people as regards the comment 
by the PDP presidential candidate 
and the overrunning outrage and 
outburst was not unexpected as the 
people had, about four years ago, 
turned their backs on a prominent 
Benue son when he ran for a major 
election after having earlier 
e x o n e r a t e d  a r m e d  F u l a n i 
herdsmen of  killings in the state.

“Same fate may await Alhaji 
Atiku Abubakar in 2023 because 
the issue of  herdsmen killings in 
Benue touches the very soul of  the 
Benue man, woman or child and 
they are known to always stand 
and act in unison against anyone 
who dares to change the narrative 
or scorn them in their adversity; 
that is why they have all rallied 
round the Governor.”

This probably accounted for 
the angry reaction that trailed the 
comment by Atiku and the 
condolence message he sent to the 
people of  Gbeji after about 39 
persons were ki l led in that 
community and many others 
hospitalised.

The Tiv Youth Organization, 
TYO, worldwide and the Forum of  
Concerned Nigerians, FCN, were 
among the first that expressed 
resentment over the comment.

React ing,  the  Pres ident 
Genera l  o f  TYO,  T imothy 
Hembaor, stated that Atiku's 
statement was not only an attack 
on Ortom who the Tiv people 
looked unto for protection from 
killer herdsmen but also an attack 
on the entire Tiv people who, years 
ago, bestowed on the presidential 
candidate the honorific title of  
Zege Mule Tiv (shelter of  the Tiv 
race).

T h e  T YO  s a i d  b y  t h e 
c o m m e n t ,  A t i k u  w a s  n o t 
deserving of  the title as “he has 
desecrated the chieftaincy title and 
therefore does not merit being 
addressed as such any further.

“The Fulani massacre of  the 
Tiv has been the most important 
defining issue of  Samuel Ortom's 
governance in Benue.

“It is possible that the Tiv 
would have been annihilated if  
Samuel Ortom had not provided a 
Apology

On his part, the National 
Secretary of  FCN,

S a m s o n  O c h o n o ,  w h o 
expressed shock at the comment, 
asked Atiku to tender unreserved 
apology to Ortom and Benue 
people.

He said, “We ask Atiku to 
tender an unreserved apology to 
Governor Ortom. His statement 
against Ortom is capable of  setting 
the governor against Fulani and 
endangering him.

“We know Governor Ortom 
as one of  the very few Nigerians 
who stand for justice and equity. 

Whenever he speaks, he speaks 
our minds. He is the conscience of  
this nation.”

Also, Ortom's kinsmen and 
elder statesmen on the platform of  
MINDA Leaders of  Thought 
expressed fears for Benue if  the 
PDP presidential candidate 
emerged victorious in the coming 
2023 elections.

The MINDA Elders, through 
their Chairman, Samuel Utoo, 
and Secretary, Charles Torbunde, 
said they took “exception to the 
public exhortation and profiling 
of  Governor Ortom who has been 
globally recognized as a model in 
the fight against the annihilation 
of  Nigerians by marauding 
pastoralists Fulani not only in 
Benue State but across Nigeria.

“Why did Alhaji Atiku fail his 
e m o t i o n a l  b a l a n c e  b y 
contextually dovetailing a general 
situation, which had more public 
a p p e a l ,  i n t o  s u b j e c t i v e 
personalism with Governor 
Ortom as a target?

“The MINDA Leaders of  
Thought find such baseless 
o u t b u r s t  a n d  a c c u s a t i o n 
unfounded, reprehensible and 
condemnable especially coming 
from a political figure laying claim 
to pan-Nigerianism in a nation 
with trappings of  ethnic fragility.

 “Alhaji Atiku's outburst is 
comprehensively a product of  bad 
taste and unfounded malice that is 
drenched in ethnic chauvinism 
against an ethnic group that looks 
up to him as a protective shield, 
having been accorded the rear 
p r i v i l e g e  o f  a n  h o n o r i f i c 
chieftaincy title of  'Zege Mule u 
Tiv' the Paramount Shade of  the 
Tiv people.”

Then came the people of  
Gbeji community in Ukum Local 
Government Area, LGA, of  
Benue State who, few days back, 
rejected the sympathy message 
sent to them by the presidential 
candidate over herdsmen killings 
in the area, describing it as a 
mockery.

Reject ing the sympathy 
message, the eldest child of  Gbeji 
and Market Overseer, Elder 
Jonathan Gbeji, in a statement he 
s i g n e d  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e 
c o m m u n i t y,  r e j e c t e d  t h e 
condolence message which he 
said was meant to ridicule the 
people.

The rejection message read 
b e f o r e  l e a d e r s  o f  G b e j i 
community at RCM Primary 
School, Ankyagher stated: “We 
members of  the Gbeji community 
a re  d i sappo in ted  wi th  the 
s ta tement  by  Alha j i  At iku 
Abubakar that there was farmers 
and herders' clash in Gbeji which 
claimed lives including those of  
policemen.

“What happened in Gbeji last 
Wednesday, October 19, 2022, 
was an unprovoked attack by 
armed Fulani militia on the 
people.”

The Benue State Attorney 
General and Commissioner for 
Justice, Michael Gusa, was also 
quick to add his voice to the 
matter, stating that the people of  
the state were justifiably angry 
with Atiku for  the hur t ing 
comment saying “our governor is 
not profiling the Fulani.

“Miyetti Allah has come out 
to claim responsibility for the 
killings in the state and has even 
taken us to court because of  the 

law which was made to bring 
peace and order between crop 
farmers and herders.

“So I do not see any reason 
why anybody should be angry 
with our governor. If  you are 
angry with the governor it means 
you are angry with the people of  
Benue.

 “And an attack on the 
governor is an attack on the 
people of  Benue in general.”

Verbal attacks
The leaders of  the three main 

tribes of  Benue State, on the aegis 
o f  M z o u g h  U  T i v,  M U T, 
Ochetoha K'Idoma, OKI, and 
Omi Ny' Igede, ONI, also took a 
swipe at the presidential candidate 
and urged him to apologise to 
Ortom and Benue people.

Chairman of  the leaders, and 
President General of  MUT, Chief  
Iorbee Ihagh, who spoke for the 
leaders, said, “We call on Alhaji 
Atiku to apologise to Governor 
Ortom for the unwarranted verbal 
attacks he unleashed on Governor 
Ortom at the Kaduna meeting.

“We make this demand with 
emphasis because some of  the 
Fulani cattle groups have owned 
up to the killings in the state, time 
and again.”

Youths on the platform of  
Benue Youth Forum, BYF, also 
hit at the former Vice President 
when the National President, 
Terrence Kuanum, urged him to 
tender unreserved apology to the 
governor and Benue people and 
also went further to advise the Tiv 
Traditional Council, TTC, to 
monitor the utterances of  the PDP 
presidential flag bearer as they 
relate to killings in the state for 
possible review of  the high 
honorific traditional title of  Zege 
Mule U Tiv conferred on him by 
the Tiv people.

And Ortom, in his reaction, 
was of  the view that the PDP 
candidate took a dig at him 
because he believed that the 
Fulani will vote him into power in 
2023, noting that the dream would 
be unachievable.

The governor asked Atiku to 
tender public apology to him for 
the statement if  he cared about 
Benue votes.

“He must do a retraction if  he 
wants our votes. If  he doesn't, on 
the day of  election, we are going 
to vote according to the election”, 
he said.

 “Atiku has been very unfair to 
the people of  Benue. His political 
ambition has blindfolded him and 
he thinks that the Fulani can make 
him President, it is impossible.

“Whether I go to the Senate or 
become anything or not, I want to 
assure him that what he said is 
unacceptable. Please apologise to 
us if  you want us to remain in the 
same party and vote for you 
because 

You have committed sacrilege 
against the Tiv people and Benue 
in general and it is unacceptable.”

Monday 7 - Tuesday 8 November, 2022  

Atiku, Ortom fight dirty over Fulani’s excesses:

May affect 2023 support

Ortom Atiku
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ictor Osimhen's 

V32nd Serie A goal 
f o r  N a p o l i  o n 

Saturday has seen him 
emerge as Nigeria's most 
prolific goalscorer in the 
Italian championship ever. 

T h e  N i g e r i a 
international who joined 
Napoli from Lille just over 
two years  ago  for  an 
African record transfer fee 
recorded the landmark feat 
in the first half  of  Napoli's 
2-1 win over Atalanta in 
Bergamo. 

H i s  c o m p a t r i o t , 
Ademola Lookman had 
shot the hosts into the lead 
from the penalty spot in the 
19th minute after Osimhen 
handled the ball in the box, 
but he turned it around 
with a goal rising higher 
than La Dea's defence line 
to head home the equaliser 
four minutes later. 

Osimhen broke away 
from Merih Demiral down 
the right and pulled it back 
for Eljif  Elmas to take a 
touch and score from 10 
yards in the 35th minute as 
Napoli fought back to win 
t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  t a b l e 
showdown and go eight 
points clear.

nthony Joshua is 

Aunlikely to face 
Deontay Wilder 

in 2023, as the Bronze 
Bomber already has his 
next two fights lined up 
ahead of  a massive Pay Per 
View in Las Vegas next 
year. 

anchester City Mm i d f i e l d e r , 
Kalvin Phillips 

will return to their squad for 
We d n e s d ay ' s  E n g l i s h 
League Cup game against 
Chelsea after overcoming a 
shoulder injury that has 
kept him out of  action since 
September, manager Pep 
Guardiola said.

T h e  E n g l a n d 
international has struggled 
with injuries since joining 
City from Leeds United 
during the close season and 
had surgery for a recurring 
shoulder issue to cast doubt 
over his participation in the 
Qatar World Cup starting 
on November 20.

Guardiola said the 26-
year-old as well as club 
teammate and England 
right back Kyle Walker – 
who is also recovering after 
surgery for a groin injury – 
were feeling much better.

“Yesterday Kalvin was 
the second day he did a full 
t r a in ing  s e s s ion  wi th 
contact with us and he felt 
good,” Guardiola told 
reporters after Saturday's 2-
1 Premier League win over 
Fulham.

“Against Chelsea he 

wil l  be on the bench, 
whether to play or not I 
don't know but he will be on 
bench. Kalvin is much 
better. I spoke with Kyle 
and he feels good too but his 
surgery was later than 
Kalvin, that's why I don't 
know.”

The news of  the duo's 
progress will come as a 
boost for England manager 
Gareth Southgate before he 

ormally among 

Nthe favourites for 
any tournament 

they enter, an uncertain 
Germany make the trip to 
Qatar hoping to re-ignite 
their “tournament team” 
status.

Much like nerves in 
penalty shootouts, pre-
tournament problems seem 
traditionally less of  an issue 
for Germany, renowned for 
their ability to flick the 
switch and perform when it 
truly matters.

This time however, the 
four - t ime  Wor ld  Cup 

champions are plagued by 
concerns from front to 
back, including the late 
withdrawal of  striker Timo 
We r n e r  a n d  i n j u r y 
concer ns  sur rounding 
captain Manuel Neuer.

Since an abject display 
at Euro 2004, Germany 
had made at least the 
semifinals of  every World 
C u p  a n d  E u r o p e a n 
Championship, until their 
disappointing group stage 
exit in 2018 – their earliest 
World Cup exit in 80 years.

Coach Hansi Flick, 
w h o  t o o k  o ve r  a f t e r 

Germany's last-16 loss 
against England at Euro 
2020, has racked up a 
strong if  not stellar record 
in the top job, with nine 
wins, five draws and just 
one loss from his 15 games.

One of  Flick's major 
concerns however will be 
the condition of  goalkeeper 
Neuer, who missed more 
than a month in October 
and early November with a 
shoulder injury.

Neuer 's  club coach 
Julian Nagelsmann raised 
e y e b r o w s  a c r o s s  t h e 
country in late October 

when he said he could not 
guarantee Neuer would 
make the trip to Qatar.

“I don't know because 
I'm not a clairvoyant,” 
N a g e l s m a n n  s a i d , 
lamenting his captain's 
“stupid shoulder”.

Although few teams 
boast backup 'keepers of  
the calibre of  Barcelona's 
Marc-Andre ter Stegen and 
Eintracht Frankfurt's Kevin 
Trapp, Neuer brings much 
more to Germany than just 
a shot-stopping presence.

names his squad for the 
World Cup on Thursday.

Chelsea fullback Ben 
Chilwell  will  miss the 
t o u r n a m e n t  d u e  t o  a 
hamstring injury while 
teammate Reece James has 
been ruled out for eight 
weeks due to a knee injury.

England kick off  their 
Wor ld  Cup  campa ign 
against Iran on November 
21.

As WBN confirmed, 
Wilder turned down an 
offer to meet with Anthony 
Joshua in Abu Dhabi this 
week as a fight with Andy 
Ruiz Jr. draws closer. 

Wilder vs Ruiz Jr. is on 
the cards for the first 

quarter of  2023 in the 
world's boxing capital. 

A date of  March 18 is 
already booked at the 
MGM Grand Garden 
Arena by Premier Boxing 
Champions  and  Tom 
Brown Sports.

May 6 could also be a 
consideration for Wilder 
vs Ruiz with the news 
Canelo Alvarez may not 
return on Cinco de Mayo 
weekend on May 5, 2023. 

So WBN got a surprise 
to read that promoter 
Eddie Hearn was hoping 
to land a Wilder fight for 
his mount Joshua in the 
first half  of  next year. 

T h e r e ' s  n o  w a y 
Deontay Wilder's manager 
Al Haymon will give up his 
p lan  wi th  the  Wor ld 
Boxing Council, which has 
been in motion for over 18 
months.

Haymon and WBC 
P r e s i d e n t  M a u r i c i o 
Sulaiman agreed to a four-
fighter tournament to 
crown the next  WBC 
h e a v y w e i g h t  t i t l e 
mandatory challenger to 
Tyson Fury. 

If  Wilder decides to 
fight Joshua, he would be 
throwing away a year and a 
half  of  work by Haymon 
and his PBC team. Wilder 
has one fight left with the 
promotional company and 
will be Ruiz after he (Ruiz) 
out-pointed Luis Ortiz. 

Anything Hearn states 
r e g a r d i n g  a  p o s s i b l e 
Wilder vs Joshua fight in 
the first six months of  2023 
looks to be far-fetched. 

B e f o r e  t h e  m a t c h 
against Atalanta, Osimhen 
was t ied on the same 
number of  goals (31) as 
fellow countryman Simy 
Nwankwo. 

But with his goal on 
Saturday, the 23-year-old 
has surpassed the former 
Crotone hero. 

Former Inter Milan 
striker, Obafemi Martins, 
scored 28 goals while 
Stephen Makinwa and 
Victor Nsofor bagged 16 
and 14 goals respectively 
for Atalanta and Chievo 
Verona.

At the Stadio Arechi 
stadium in Italy, David 
Okereke scored his third 
league goal of  the season 
for Cremonese who played 
out a 2-2 draw away at 
Salernitana. 

K r z y s z t o f  P i a t e k 
opened the scoring for the 
host in the third minute – 
pouncing on a deflected 
Antonio Candreva cross for 
the fastest ever Serie A goal 
scored by Salernitana after 
t w o  m i n u t e s  a n d  3 0 
seconds,  but  Okereke 
thumped in a wonderful 
vo l l e y  f r o m  a  F r a n k 
Tsadjout knockdown. 

Lassana Coulibaly 
drilled in from a tight angle, 
bu t  Cremonese  go t  a 
penalty for Federico Fazio's 
late lunge. Sepe saved the 
Daniel Ciofani effort with 
his foot off  the line, so it 
was retaken and another 
save still couldn't prevent 
the equaliser. 

In the English Premier 
League, three Super Eagles 
stars were involved in the 
Nott ingham Forest  vs 
Brentford game. 

Emmanuel  Dennis 
made an assist – his third 
goal contribution of  the 
season for Nottingham 
Forest who held Brentford 
to a 2-2 draw. 

Nigeria international 
Dennis was involved from 
the start and needed only 20 
minutes to grab an assist 
which takes his season tally 
to two assists and one goal. 

Nigerian midfielder 
Frank Onyeka came on for 
Brentford after the half-
time break, replacing Vitaly 
J a n e l t  w h i l e  T a i w o 
Awoniy i  re p laced  h i s 
compatriot  Emmanuel 
Dennis in the 79th minute.

Osimhen becomes Nigeria's all time Serie A top scorer

Wilder vs Joshua 2023 unlikely 

Boost for England as Phillips
set for Man City return

Germany look to restore 'tournament team'
status in Qatar

Osimhen

Wilder, Joshua
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pass. His fourth goal came 
in stoppage time after good 
w o r k  b y  R a s m u s 
Carstensen. 

His goals took his tally 
to 12 in 12 league games 
this season.

Speaking with Eleven 
Sports, the Nigerian striker 

a u l  O nu a c h u  i s Prelishing his four-
g o a l  h e r o i c s  i n 

Genk's 4-1 victory over 
Sporting Charleroi in the 
Belgian top-t ier  game 
played on Friday and is 
aiming to become the 
league's top scorer again. 

His goalscoring form 

B
ayern Munich full 
b a c k ,  A l p h o n s o 
Davies will not play 

in his  s ide 's  next  two 
Bundesliga games after 
suf fer ing  a  hamstr ing 
injury, but the Canada 
international is not in 
danger of  missing the 
World Cup, the German 

uper Eagles forward, 

STerem Moffi scored 
his ninth goal of  the 

campaign in Lorient's 2-1 
defeat to champions, Paris 
Saint-Germain.

B r a z i l  f o r w a r d , 
Neymar gave PSG the lead 

on nine minutes.
Moffi equalised for the 

home team eight minutes 
after the break.

It was a superb solo 
goal as he dashed through 
several markers before he 
r i f l ed  home wi th  h i s 

favoured left foot.
He has now scored a 

goal more than his tally last 
season.

Danilo Pereiro netted 
the winning goal for PSG 
nine minutes from time.

s i d e  s a i d  o n 
Sunday.

D av i e s  wa s 
taken off  just after 
the hour mark in 
Bayern's 3-2 win at 
Hertha Berlin on 
Saturday. He will 
miss the defending 
c h a m p i o n s ' 
matches against 
Werder Bremen 
a n d  S c h a l k e 
before the World 
Cup break.

“The 22-year-
old full back tore a 
muscle fiber in his 
right rear thigh 
dur ing  the  3 -2 
a w a y  w i n  a t 
Hertha BSC on 
Saturday,” Bayern 
s a i d  i n  a 
statement.

“Participation 
in the World Cup 
in Qatar is not in 
danger  for  the 
C a n a d i a n 
international.”

D a v i e s  i s  o n e  o f  
Canada's key players at the 
World Cup, where the 
country will be making its 
first appearance since 1986, 
playing in Group F where 
they face  Belg ium on 
November 23 followed by 
Croatia and Morocco.

FC middleweight 

Uchampion Israel 
Adesanya sees his 

next title defence at UFC 
281 against his greatest 
rival Alex Pereira as a fight 
he must win.

Adesanya has quite the 
history with Pereira, with 
the Brazilian beating him 
twice in the kickboxing 
ring. Pereira would also be 
the first and only man to 
knock Adesanya out when 
they met for a rematch in 
2017. Years later, Pereira 
looks for another repeat but 
t h i s  t i m e  i n s i d e  t h e 
Octagon.

'The Last Stylebender' 
k n o w s  h e  h a s  t o  d o 
everything i t  takes to 
avenge those losses to 
P e r e i r a  a n d  r e d e e m 
himself  once and for all. 
Adesanya has had no 
shortage of  high-stake 
fights in his title run but he 
holds this one higher than 
the other fights.

“ I  w a s  w a t c h i n g 
Claressa Shields and Floyd 

M ay w e a t h e r  t a l k  o n 
FaceTime when he fought 
Pacquiao. He said he got up 
from the seat for every 
round. He always just 
thought like, 'Forget every 
other fight. If  there's ever a 
fight I have to win, it's this 
one,'” Adesanya said on his 
YouTube channel.

“I feel that,” Adesanya 
added. “That's me right 
now. If  there's ever a fight, I 
have to win, it's this one. 
That's why everything is 
different this camp. There's 
no excuses. If  there's ever a 
fight I have to win, it's this 
one.”

In the build-up to this 
fight which is arguably the 
biggest fight in his career, 
Adesanya has looked more 
focused and motivated 
than ever. In addition to his 
l a t e s t  comment s,  the 
current champ even said 
'f*ck the belt' he's only 
focused on beating Alex 
Pereira on November 12 at 
t h e  M a d i s o n  S q u a r e 
Garden.

said, “We are the only ones 
who can stop ourselves 
n o w.  A s  l o n g  a s  t h e 
mentality remains, the sky 
is the limit.” 

“Its a dream for me, I 
hope to finish top again. I 
haven't changed the way I 
p l ay.  T h e  g o a l s  k e e p 
coming and I keep working. 
These goals are the result of  
my hard work in training.” 

The win also saw Genk 
set a new club record of  
nine straight wins and they 
are now 10 points ahead of  
second place Antwerp. 

against Charleroi saw him 
match Wesley Sonck's feat 
set against Excelsior 19 
years ago. 

The Super Eagle striker 
scored his first goal from 
the penalty spot after just 
nine minutes. 

He then got his second 
of  the game in the 35th 

They face Westerlo 
waits in the Belgian cup this 
Wednesday before taking 
on Anderlecht on Sunday. 

T h e  N i ge r i a n  a l s o 
praised Tresor for his assists 
in the game. 

“ H e ' s  a  f a n t a s t i c 
player,” he continued. 

“I just have to raise my 

hand and then he gives me 

the ball where I want. It's 

great to have someone like 

tha t  a s  a  t eammate,” 

Onuachu told Eleven.

minute after poking in from 
a Mike Tresor assist.

It was a strike that 
ensured his team went to 
the half-time break with a 
massive advantage. 

With 20 minutes to go, 
the 28-year-old completed 
h i s  h a t - t r i c k  a f t e r 
converting a Joseph Paintsil 

rsenal on Sunday 

Aafternoon topped 
t h e  P r e m i e r 

League table after beating 
Chelsea 1-0 at Stamford 
Bridge.

Gabriel Magalhaes 
scored the match's only 
goal in the second half  to 
give the Gunners all three 
points against Chelsea.

The result against 
Chelsea means Mikel 
Arteta's side are now on 
top of  the Premier League 
table with two points 
ahead of  second-placed 
Manchester City.

Arsenal have 34 points 
from 13 Premier League 
matches, while Man City 
have 32 from the same 
number of  matches.

The North London 
club will now face Wolves 
next Saturday in their next 
Premier League tie.

However, Arsenal will 
first tackle Brighton in the 
EFL Cup third-round tie 
on Wednesday.

Onuachu eyes Belgian topscorer award

Adesanya sees Pereira fight as must-win 

EPL: Arsenal go top ahead of Manchester City
after beating Chelsea

Bayern clear Davies’
world cup doubt

Ligue 1: Moffi fires ninth goal as
Lorient fall to PSG

Adesanya

Davies

Onuachu
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his seems to be the classical Trepresentation of  the state of  
the Nigerian government. In 

Fela Anikulapo Kuti's narrative in 
one of  his rhythms, the scenario in 
the governance of  the country is 
now Joro jara joro o, no break, no 
stop …! For any government to be 
effective, cohesion and teamwork 
are invaluable tools. This is a virtue 
currently missing in the governance 
of  Nigeria.

In vir tual ly al l  aspects  of  
g ove r n a n c e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y, 
incoherence abounds. Is it at the 
minis te r ia l  l eve l ,  agency  or 
parastatal level, or even at the State 
governments' level? It is all the same 
story. Government officials sing 
discordant tunes. This explains why, 
in spite of  the evident multiplication 
of  parastatals and agencies as 
contained in the Steve Orasanye 
report, nothing has been done for 
over a decade now to align and 
prune them. It is all story upon 
story, notwithstanding the fact as 
s t a t ed  by  the  same  Federa l 
Government that the existence of  
t h e s e  m u l t i p l e  a g e n c i e s 
unnecessarily gulps over N300 
billion annually.

T h i s  s a m e  g o v e r n m e n t 
complains of  over-burdening 
recurrent expenditure. In the 
military, evidence abounds of  the 
same multiplicity.  While the 
Nigerian Air Force is charged with 
the air defence of  the country, the 
Nigerian Army is charged with the 
land defence. Notwithstanding this 
division of  responsibilities, what 
you find is the Nigerian Air Force 
maintaining a sizeable number of  
land troops, including training 
schools, in competition with the 
army. Hence, the fund that should 
have been concentrated the air 
defense is now depleted on land 
defense that is not the air force's 
mandate. Alternatively, it could 
have been spent on strengthening 
the Nigerian Army by way of  
capacity-building and equipment. 
B e y o n d  t h e  w a s t a g e s  a n d 
inefficiency, this act is birthing and 
has indeed birthed uncoordinated 
defense and undue rivalry in the 
military, particularly during the 
tenure of  the last set of  service 
chiefs. Take the Department of  
State Security (DSS), also. Till date, 
the  depar tment  mainta ins  a 
combat/s t r ike  team,  which, 
primarily, is the work of  the Nigeria 
Police.

The DSS is meant by its law to 
gather intelligence and pass it on to 
the relevant enforcement agency 

that is combatant. This is again not to 
be, as mistrust exists among them and 
roles continue to be duplicated. Recall 
also the struggle between the Police 
Service Commission and the Nigeria 
Po l i c e  m a n a ge m e n t  ove r  t h e 
recruitment issue that is being fought 
in court without any intervention 
from the Presidency till date? The 
National Security Adviser that was 
meant to be the coordinator was 
rendered impotent and subordinated 
to the then service chiefs. I have, in 
several of  my interventions, raised this 
issue of  uncoordinated governance 
but, rather than those concerned 
seeing the point as a feedback and 
averting its further occurrence, those 
in government took it as criticism and 
ignored the admonition.

A popular axiom, literally says 
“ r a t h e r  t h a n  f o r  t h e r e  t o  b e 
improvement in the affairs of  the old 
witch, she had all her offspring as 
female, witches then increase in 
number.” This anarchical state of  
affairs continues to fester, and as such 
it was not surprising to be treated 
again with another discordant tune 
between the Federal Ministry of  
Finance and the Central Bank of  
Nigeria (CBN) last week. There came 
the breaking news by the Central Bank 
Governor that a new series of  naira 
d e n o m i n a t i o n s,  t h e  N i ge r i a n 
currency, is to be in circulation from 
December 2022 and Nigerians are to 
deposit their old notes with the various 
banks for replacement between the 
time and latest 31st January, 2023.

According to the apex bank, the 
rationale behind this, apart from being 
a global best practice as authorized by 
the law, is to stem the tide of  inflation 
that is already in two digits and track 
the activities of  Nigerian saboteurs 
h o a r d i n g  t h e  n a i r a  a t  h o m e. 
Immediately this information was 
publicized, a number of  reactions 
c a m e  u p  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s p a c e 
condemning the decis ion,  not 
proposal, on several grounds. The 
most cited narrative of  the unpalatable 
likely consequence is the further 
depreciation of  the currency, which is 
collapsing already, relying on the 
recent experience of  India. While I am 
not going to join in that debate due to 
my lack of  expertise in the subject, I 
am, however, able to debunk the 
r e a s o n i n g  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  o f  
pragmatism. First ly,  Nigerians 
generally, apart from the marketmen 
and women who engage in small 
enterprises, do not store naira at home.

The only group of  people or class of  
people in the habit of  doing this 
storage are the politicians who use 
same in compromising the electoral 
process. This is indisputable as even 
daily donations are made in cash 
without anybody raising eyebrows. 
That those involved in the cash 

business are not only ascertainable but 
are known to the relevant authorities is 
a fact. In this class are the executive at 
all levels and the legislators. They are 
the sacred cows. Taming this nefarious 
act of  the political class does not 
require the huge amount peddled for 
the redesigning and printing of  new 
notes, but just the invocation of  the 
statutory powers of  the various anti-
corruption agencies. The Economic 
and Financial Crimes Commission 
and the  Independent  Cor r upt 
Practices Commission, among others, 
are still alive to do this job, if  they are 
really serious and will not be chasing 
shadows.

All that is required is the political 
will of  those concerned and no more. 
Second ly,  Nige r ians  o f  o the r 
categories will rather store foreign 
currencies than naira, which is of  
g r e a t  b e n e f i t  t o  t h e m  i n  a l l 
ramifications. Apart from trading and 
making profit off  foreign currencies in 
the nearest future, foreign currencies 
continue to appreciate and deliver 
more value to them than the naira. 
Now tell me how anyone will then 
choose to patronize a weak currency 
in the face of  this reality! Thirdly, the 
catastrophic effect of  the decision as 
announced was immediately felt in the 
marketplace as the naira dipped 
fur ther. It  is simple logic that 
immediately the announcement was 
made, even those with naira at home, 
particularly the politicians, opted for 
foreign currencies, which they can 
convert in the future to the new notes. 
The implication of  this is the further 
pressure mounted on scarce foreign 
currencies. It is simple economics that 
the  more  the  pressure  on the 
dwindling foreign currency in the 
country, the higher the purchase price.

Now, it is also said that this will 
tame the activities of  bandits and 
kidnappers. Honestly, I do not get this 
as it is again simple logic that not only 
will they be demanding new notes but 
will graduate into foreign currency 
mode. Do we need Sheikh Gumi to tell 
us this? From the above pedestrian 
view of  mine, I believe that the 
decision is misplaced. This is not, 
however, my destination, as what 
actually triggers the crux of  this 
engagement is the eventual bombshell 
thrown by the Minister of  Finance, 
Zainab Ahmed, during a session with 
the Senate committee last week.

The minister had, in response to the 
development, said the ministry, which 
is responsible for the fiscal policy of  
the country, was not consulted on the 
decision by the apex bank. In fact, she 
categorically said that she heard the 
news item like any other Nigerian in 
the media. As a Nigerian, she, 
however, expressed her fears on the 
likely devastating consequences on the 
economy. I must confess that I was not 

shocked by the revelation as, over 
time, the minister, in my view, had 
abdicated her responsibility for the 
Central Bank governor, Godwin 
Emefiele. Virtually throughout her 
tenure so far, economic policies and 
programmes are usually dictated by 
the apex bank governor to the extent 
that Nigerians believe that the 
governor is the de facto minister of  
finance. Banning items and funding 
programmes of  government ought to 
be announced by the minister, but 
more often than not it was and still is 
the apex bank governor that decides 
and reels out policies.

That the CBN runs a parallel 
government is no news as, in virtually 
all the intervention programmes, the 
apex bank sets up structures and 
manages them. That explains why a 
g r e a t e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e 
interventions has failed so far. I recall 
the decision during the COVID-19 
pandemic period to establish modern 
health facilities in all the zones of  the 
country. The Central Bank hijacked 
the programme and, till date, the 
realization is in the pipeline. This is 
one among several others. In the 
Anchor Borrowers' Scheme, the 
farmers are not liquidating the 
facilities, according to the same apex 
bank. The point I am struggling to 
make is that the CBN governor had 
always played the role of  the minister 
for finance, including economic 
planning, and, as such, it is too late in 
the day for the minister to start crying 
foul when the head is off.

Even prior to the botched attempt 
of  the Central Bank Governor to be a 
party presidential candidate, he had 
always competed with the politicians 
in the media space. I recall even during 
the Covid-19 pandemic, he was all 
over announcing and implementing 
policies for the Ministry of  Health. 
Since then, some Nigerians had 
known that he was up to no good. It 
was no surprise therefore when 
ultimately, he manifested his true 
intention of  political ambition. Now 
back to the scenario on ground, a 
sensitive policy option such as the 
redesigning and releasing of  the 
countr y ' s  new notes  ought  to 
galvanize the opinions of  all relevant 
s takeholders,  par t icular ly,  the 
Ministry in charge of  fiscal policy.

It is such a policy that will have 
multiplier effects on all Nigerians; and 
still the Central Bank Governor feels 
that his decision only requires the 
concurrence of  Mr President and no 
one else. Honestly, I blame him not but 
the President. How dare such a 
memorandum receives presidential 
endorsement without the inputs of  the 
President's economic team led by the 
Vice President, the Ministry of  
Finance, and the legislators as 
representatives of  the people.

The assertion by the Central Bank 
Governor that he has not breached 
any due process going by the dictates 
of  the relevant provisions of  its 
enabl ing  law is  absurd.  I s  he 
suggesting that all agencies, without 
consultation, can initiate and effect 
policies on the strength of  their laws 
alone? Certainly, there appears to be a 
smear in the approval process itself. 
Did nobody in the presidency see the 
need to have input of  the economic 
team and the Ministry responsible for 
fiscal and economic planning? Is this 
how things are approved? 'This one 
tire me' as Nigerians will say in the 
street lingo. If  there is team work, all 
the inputs of  the relevant stakeholders 
ought to be in the memorandum.

Further to the above is the act of  
insubordination. The Governor is not 
superior to the economic team and 
neither is he superior to the Minister 
of  Finance who is a cabinet rank 
official. How come the President is 
allowing the man to jump these 
officials and ridiculing them, just as in 
the new note's fiasco. I am unable to 
find the right phrase to capture this 
situation, even if  we suspect that all 
relevant officials in the Presidency are 
compromised, can we impute same to 
the President?

Who will receive the largesse of  a 
spendthrift and call it a forbidden 
fruit? Corroborating this suspicion is 
the  s ta tement  c red i ted  to  the 
President's spokesman, Garba Sheu, 
that the President backs the Central 
Bank Governor. This, rather than 
being reconciliatory, promotes the 
disharmony in the government and 
further escalates the situation. I ask 
again;  Who wi l l  the  housef ly 
patronize if  not the sore bearer? My 
last recollection is that the President's 
in-law is still in charge of  the printing 
corporation. 

Is this not shameful? Further 
disappointing is the statement credited 
to the former Deputy Governor of  the 
Bank, Kingsley Moghalu, who missed 
the point by a wide margin. Approval 
is not the issue but consultation. This 
much he needs to appreciate. What a 
disconnect! Can somebody help me? 
This is a reflection of  how the country 
is governed and so no Nigerian should 
be surprised about the state of  the 
nation. I am in complete alignment 
with Chinua Achebe that things have 
fallen apart and the center is no more 
holding. The good news however is 
that the tenure of  the administration is 
fast running out and we expect the 
appropriate lessons to be noted by the 
in-coming administration. I believe it 
is too late to address the reigning 
c o n f u s i o n  u n d e r  t h e  c u r r e n t 
administration. Nigerians should just 
improve their resilience.
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Why Nigeria needs restructuring (4)
“The centre can no more hold,”
so says Chinua Achebe in his
great work, “Things Fall Apart.” 

Officer injured as police repel
Boko Haram attack in Borno

Four persons killed by
kidnappers, cultists in Ogun


