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News

By Ikenna Orioha

T
o boost the economy 
of  Imo State for even 
development, Gover-

nor Hope Uzodimma has 
urged banks to open for 
business on Mondays as se-
curity has fully returned to 
the state.

The Governor said when 
the banks start operation 
on Mondays businesses will 
boom, economic genera-
tion increases tremendously 
because traders would be 
happy and more confident 
to sell and hence deposit 
their money in the banks.

This urge was made by 
the Governor through the 

Economy: Uzodimma urges banks
to open on Mondays

Commissioner for Finance 
and Coordinating Econ-
omy, Dr. Mrs. Doris An-
ite, while responding to 
the Award of  Excellence 
given to Governor Hope 
Uzodimma and herself  
by The Chartered Insti-
tute of  Bankers of  Nigeria 
(CIBN), Imo State Branch, 
on her Annual Bankers 
Dinner and Awards, held 
at Rockview Hotel, Owerri 
last week.

According to the Gov-
ernor, “I know that every 
Monday the banks are shut 
for business due to insecuri-
ty. I believe the government 
has done a lot to contain in-
security in Imo State. Shops 

are opening and I want the 
banks to also open on Mon-
days. When you shut your 
banking doors on Mondays 
you are telling everybody 
that Imo State is shut for 
business. Imo State is not 
shut for business. When 
traders sell, they want to 
deposit their money in the 
banks - and if  you do not 
have the banking doors 
open, you do not give them 
the confidence to sell for 
that day. We want you to 
support government in that 
regard”.

On the issue of  issuance 
of  Certificate of  Occupan-
cy (C of  O) requested by 
CIBN to enable her build 

her zonal headquarters in 
Owerri, the Commissioner 
promised that her request 
would be granted by the 
Governor, stating that it is 
one of  the priorities of  the 
state government to consid-
er giving C of  O to notable 
organizations like CIBN to 
encourage commence and 
industry in Imo State with 
a view to strengthening pro-
ductivity, as well as building 
the economy to improve 
welfare and wellbeing of  
citizens.

“I’m not making prom-
ises because I’m not the 
Governor. But I’m speaking 
from what I know. The is-
sue of  C of  O will be a thing 
of  the past for CIBN”, she 
maintained.

Harping on the theme of  
the event, “Building Resil-
ience for Economic Growth 
in a Challenged Economy; 
The Agricultural Finance 
Option, Anite encouraged 
the bankers to always have 
a good reputation by chang-

ing the perception of  the 
public on unethical practic-
es associated with unwhole-
some practices of  banking 
and marketing by keeping 
to the ethics of  banking and 
marketing, thanking CIBN 
for the opportunity availed 
to her to firmly contribute to 
the advancement of  bank-
ing industry. “I cannot ig-
nore the position am today 
in the banking industry due 
to your support and profes-
sional encouragement”.

2023 Census: NOA, NPC ask Nigerians to take full
ownership of the exercise 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Director General 
of  the National Orien-
tation Agency (NOA) 

Abuja, Dr. Garba Abari, has 
advised Nigerians to take full 
ownership of  the conduct 
of  the 2023 National Popu-
lation and Housing Census 
with a view to generating 
verifiable and internationally 
acclaimed standard date for 
all rounds development of  
the county.

The NOA Director Gen-
eral, Dr.Abari, who handed 
down the advise at a One 
Day National Population 
Commission State Level Ca-
pacity Building Workshop 
on 2023 Population and 
Housing Census in Collab-
oration with the National 
Orientation Agency (NOA), 
held at the Industrial Train-

ing Fund Conference Hall 
in Awka was organized for 
the Management and Field 
Officers of  the two sister or-
ganizations.   

Represented at the Ca-
pacity Building  Workshop 
by his Chief  Press Secretary 
and the Public Relations Of-
ficer of  NOA at the Nation-
al Headquarters, Abuja, Mr. 
Paul Odenyi, the NOA over-
all boss, described the theme 
of  the event, “Getting People 
Involved,” as very apt, add-
ing that with the involvement 
of  NOA in the conduct of  
the 3023 census, especially 
in the areas of  mobilization 
and sensitization aspects of  
the exercise that Nigerians 
will witness a new dawn in 
the chequered history of  con-
ducting Census in the coun-
try over the years.

The NOA Director Gener-
al, Dr.Abari, while calling on 

15 persons arrested as Police, gunmen 
clash in Obiano’s community
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

F
ormer Governor of  
Anambra State, Chief  
Willie Obiano’s com-

munity boils following the 
invasion of  gunmen in the 
area, on Sunday morning. 

The gunmen and security 
operatives engaged them-
selves in a gun duel that 
lasted for about one hour.V 
The reason for the invasion 
on Sunday was not known 
as at press time but News 
Echo gathered it was a cult 
clash.

However, no fewer than 
15 persons have been arrest-
ed following the gun battle 
between security operatives 
and gunmen in the area. 
The gunmen stormed Agul-

eri, Anambra East local gov-
ernment area of  the State 
around 11am and shot none 
stop. 

Though, no person was 
killed, according to a sourc-
es in the area but some peo-
ple were injured during the 
shootings. It was further 
gathered that some police-
men and gunmen were heav-
ily injured during the gun 
battle.

When contacted, the State 
Police Public Relations Of-
ficer, DSP Ikenga Tochukwu 
confirmed the incident but 
debunked the claim that Po-
licemen were injured, adding 
that they were not gunmen, 
rather, some cult groups. Ac-
cording to the PPRO,” the 
situation has been brought 

Anambra signage agency gives 
political parties 2 weeks to pay  
for campaign billboards
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
nambra State Sig-
nage and Advertising 
Agency, (ANSAA) 

during the weekend gave two 
weeks ultimatum to all po-
litical parties and their can-
didates to ensure they have 
paid for all their campaign 
billboards or meet the wrath 
of  the agency. A statement 
from the agency signed by 
Ujubuoñu Odili Tony, the 
Managing Director/Chief  
Executive Officer, MD/
CEO of  ANSAA insisted 
that enforcement begins in 
two weeks time. 

The statement made avail-
able to newsmen read in part: 
“Anambra State Signage 
and Advertisement Agency 
through a letter dated 14th 

November, 2022, urged all 
Out-Of-Home Advertising 
Practitioners in the State to 
revalidate and register all 
their billboards in the State.

‘According to a letter ad-
dressed to both OAAN and 
registered Non OAAN Prac-
titioners, the agency has tak-
en major steps towards san-
itizing outdoor advertising 
practice in the State through 
ban on individuals, clients 
and government agencies 
ownership of  billboards in 
the State.

“Having done this, the 
Agency expected maximum 
cooperation from the practi-
tioners in terms of  register-
ing their billboards and pay-
ment of  campaigns but is yet 
to get such.

“As a result of  the above, 
the Agency has directed all 

billboard owners to provide 
the information required to 
register each billboard and 
also pay up for any cam-
paign on them.

‘Through this release, the 
entire political party can-
didates for the upcoming 
general elections are urged 
to make sure those handling 
their campaigns have made 
payments to the government 
to avoid ANSAA defacing 
their campaign materials.

“The Agency has also 
given a two weeks grace to 
make such payments or face 
a legal enforcement.

“It has also gotten to the 
knowledge of  the Agency 
that some political party 
candidates are erecting bill-
boards on their own igno-
rantly. The Agency wants 
to state that this is not only 
wrong but illegal and any 
such billboard would be 
brought down without any 
notice, the structure seized 
permanently and auctioned.

“This lasts between 14th 
November to 5th of  De-
cember. ‘It’s the wish of  the 
Agency that by the 5th of  De-
cember 2022, all billboards 
in the State must have been 
duly registered and paid for, 
as legal enforcement starts 
immediately. 

“Remember ANSAA is 
your progress partner in 
business and we want you 
to succeed”, statement con-
cluded.
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under control, on the direc-
tive of  the Commissioner of  
Police Echeng Echeng. 

“The deputy commission-
er of  Police in charge of  op-
erations led police operatives 
to the scene and prevented 
the youths from attacking the 
police station. We have made 
some arrests, infact over 15 
persons and recovered some 
dangerous weapons.

“Meanwhile other means 
of  resolving the conflict is 
in placed and that is, to hear 
from the aggrieved youths. 
We have also intensified pa-
trols in the area, aimed at 
enhancing peace and safety 
please, adding that addition-
al details would released lat-
er.

the participants to show seri-
ousness with the workshop, 
informed the participants to 
work towards taking the mas-
sages of  the next year’s Popu-
lation and housing Census to 
all length and breathe of  the 
State, especially to the corri-
dors of  the Traditional Rul-
ers, Presidents-General, mar-
ket leaders and the Religious 
Heads so that they would be 
educated on all they needed 
to know about the Census.

Earlier in his welcome 
address, the Federal Com-
missioner, representing An-
ambra State in the National 
Population Commission, 
Abuja, Mr.Chidi Ezeoke, 
noted that their collaboration 
with NOA was designed to 
complement the advocacy 
and publicity activities be-
ing carried out by the Com-
mission at the National and 
State Levels towards holistic 

implementation of  the 2023 
Population and Housing 
Census in all States across the 
country including Abuja.

Speaking on the aim of  
the Workshop, the Anambra 
State Director, National Pop-
ulation Commission, Awka, 
Town Planner Dr.Joachim 
Ulasi, maintained that the 
essence of  the Workshop was 
to educate the NOA Man-
agement and Staff  on the 
methodology and the pro-
cess for the 2023 Population 
and Housing Census as well 
as to leverage on the nation-
wide and grassroots reach 
and structures of  the Agency 
in publicity campaign of  the 
Census.

NOA State Director, Bar-
rister Charles Nwoji, said that 
the conduct of  the 2023 Pop-
ulation and Housing Census 
is highly technological driven, 
calling on the Community 

Orientation and Mobiliza-
tion Officers of  the Agency in 
the twenty -one Local Gov-
ernments in the State to take 
the messages of  the work-
shop  down  to the grassroots 
so that the people would fully 
aware of  the Census exercise.

He challenged Nigerians 
to regard the overall success 
of  the Census as a collective 
task with a view to rewriting 
the history of  the country 
this time around.

Present were the Manage-
ment and Local Government 
Controllers of  the National 
Population Commission and 
their counterparts in the Na-
tional Orientation Agency 
(NOA), featured lectures on 
the Process and Methodol-
ogy of  the 2023 Population 
and Housing Census, by 
Mrs Chinyere Maduagwuna 
of  the Commission, Digital 
Mapping and Enumeration 
Area Demarcation (EAD) 
for Census by State Director 
of  the NPC, Dr.Joachim Ul-
asi, among others.
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Nnamdi Kanu: IPOB in war of words with
Malami over ‘wrongful’ detention 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Indigenous Peo-
ple of  Biafra, IPOB, 
stated on Saturday 

that its leader, Nnamdi 
Kanu, and his legal team 
are ready to answer the At-
torney General of  the Fed-
eration, Abubakar Malami, 
in any law court.

The remark was made by 
IPOB while stressing that 
its leader would continue 
to triumph against Malami.

IPOB was responding to 
a judgement by the Federal 
High Court in Abuja that 
deferred Kanu’s trial indef-
initely.

The trial was adjourned 
indefinitely by Justice 

Binta Nyako pending the 
determination of  the Fed-
eral Government’s appeal 
against the Court of  Ap-
peal’s October 13 decision 
that cleared Kanu of  terror-
ism charges.

The Federal Govern-
ment’s appeal to the Su-
preme Court seeking rever-
sal of  the Court of  Appeal’s 
decision is now underway.

Reacting, IPOB spokes-
man, Emma Powerful, 
commended Kanu’s coun-
sels, Ifeanyi Ejiofor and 
Mike Ozekhome, for their 
efforts.

A statement by Power-
ful reads: “We the global 
movement and family of  
the Indigenous People of  
Biafra (IPOB) ably lead by 
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the Prophet, Mazi Nnamdi 
Okwuchukwu KANU wish 
to recognize the high level 
of  preparedness demon-
strated by our legal team 
in answering the Attorney 
General and the Minis-
ter of  Justice of  Nigeria, 
Abubakar Malami wherev-
er he calls Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu and IPOB in the Ni-
geria court system.

 “Both the Lead Coun-
sel, Chief  Mike Ozekhome 
and Barrister Ifeanyi Ejio-
for, Mazi Nnamdi Kanu’s 
most trusted, reported that 
the judge told Malami and 
his goons that both the first 
case and the second un-
documented case are ad-
journed to await the hear-
ing and final determination 

of  the highest court of  the 
land, the Supreme Court 
during their last appear-
ance at Hon. Justice Binta 
Nyako’s High Court, Abuja 
on Monday, November 14, 
2022.

“We also recognize that 
these two leaders work with 
a whole host of  brilliant 
lawyers who work tirelessly 
behind the scenes and up-
front in the courts to defend 
our leader and our move-
ment.

“Malami was further 
admonished by the court 
that the former case and 
even the new one have both 
been prohibited from being 
heard for the trial of  Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu in any court.

 “So, we the global fami-

ly of  the Indigenous People 
of  Biafra (IPOB) recognize 
these successes and win-
nings and want to congratu-
late our legal team for their 
act of  bravery in the face of  
Nigeria government’s in-
timidation and threats. We 
recognize the legal team for 
their continued doggedness 
in their fight with the mon-
ster called Nigeria.”

Flanked from Left; Labour Party Candidates for House of Reps Awka North and South, Lady Prof Orogbu, Mr Peter Obi, 
Presidential candidate and the Anambra Central Senatorial Candidate, Sen Victor Umeh during the 45th Anniversary 
Of CWO Awka Diocese.

Obi Cubana denies being Soludo’s tax 
collector in Anambra
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

A
nambra billionaire 
business mogul, 
Obinna Iyiegbu 

(popularly known as Obi 
Cubana) has denied being 
contracted by the Anambra 
State Government to collect 
revenues and fines for road 
traffic violations on its be-
half.

This rebuttal is in re-
sponse to some trending 
media publications alleging 
that the Oba-born entrepre-
neur and his conglomerate, 
the Cubana Group were 
contracted by Governor 
Charles Chukwuma Solu-
do, to help the state govern-

ment collect IGR and fines 
from traffic rules violators 
in the state.

However, Obi Cubana, in 
a statement dated Novem-
ber 18, denied the alleged 
contract and also described 
the allegation as false and 
fabricated by mischief  mak-
ers.

He also emphasized that 
he has never expressed in-
terest in any such contract, 
nor has any intention of 
bidding or accepting any 
contract to collect revenue 
or apprehend road traffic 
violators.

He said, “My attention 
has been drawn to various 
audio and written messages 
circulating on different so-

cial media platforms claim-
ing that I, Obinna Iyiegbu 
( Obi Cubana) and the Cu-
bana Group of  Companies 
have been contracted by 
the Anambra State Govern-
ment to collect revenues for 
road traffic violations, on 
its behalf. This story is false 
and fabricated by mischief 
makers.

 “I emphatically state that 
neither I, Obinna Iyiegbu 
(Obi Cubana) nor the Cu-
bana Group of  Companies 
or any company I am inter-
ested in or related to, has 
EVER, expressed interest 
in, bidded for, accepted or 
has any intention of  bidding 
for or accepting any con-
tract to collect revenue or 

apprehend road traffic vio-
lators from Anambra State 
Government or any govern-
ment whatsoever. We have 
no such interest and never 
will.”

He further sounded a 
note of  warning to those 
peddling such information, 
while also threatening to 
take legal actions against 
such people if  that contin-
ues.

“I urge all those spread-
ing this malicious informa-
tion to forthwith cease and 
desist from it as I may be 
compelled to take legal ac-
tion against peddlers of  this 
offensive publication,” he 
added.

OkoPoly final year student allegedly
commits suicide over failed relationship
with girlfriend 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

A 
student whose iden-
tity is yet to be ascer-
tained has allegedly 

committed suicide over a 
failed relationship. A source 
said the incident occurred 
on Friday at Federal Poly-
technic, Oko, Orumba North 
Local Government Area of  
Anambra.

News Echo gathered that 
the man who is a final Year 
student of  the polytechnic 
was already doing his Indus-
trial Attachment (IT), pre-
paratory to graduation, when 
he was jilted by his lover.

A student of  the institu-
tion, Iyke Orji who disclosed 
this described the deceased as 
one who was “full of  energy 
and life, and an intelligent 
boy with close to distinction 
(First class)”.

Orji further said: “He’s cur-
rently in his IT days, a student 
of  Public Administration. He 
decided to stay in Oko for his 
one year industrial training, 
(but) instead of  focusing on 
his training, he decided to 
search for true love.”

The account said that his 
girlfriend recently broke up 
with him, and the news dev-
astated him, and on Friday, 
when he couldn’t endure it, 
he drank sniper insecticide 
and died.

Public relations officer of  
the institution, Mr Chijioke 
Ibeziakor was not availa-
ble to react to the incident, 
as calls to his mobile phone 
were not attended to.

The state police com-
mand’s spokesperson, DSP 
Tochukwu Ikenga was not 
available to confirm the in-
cident as he could not be 
reached as at the time of  fill-
ing this report.

.

Ohanaeze Ndigbo endorses 
Peter Obi, labels bid revolt 
against poverty, injustice

O
hanaeze Ndigbo, 
the leadership of 
the Igbo socio-cul-

tural group, has hailed the 
Labour Party’s presidential 
candidate, Peter Obi, as a 
revolution against injustice, 
poverty, unemployment, 
and corruption in the coun-
try.

Dr Chiedozie Ogbonnia, 
the group’s National Pub-
licity Secretary, told News-
men that Obi symbolized 
the Nigerian conscience, 
“moral probity, generation-
al optimism, and redemp-
tion epiphany.”

 “A lot has been said that 
the Labour Party, especial-
ly as it concerns Obi, has 
no structure. It needs to be 
pointed out that the Obi 
movement is a massive re-
action against Nigerian pa-
thology. People use the Obi 
phenomenon to express dis-

satisfaction with the status 
quo.

“It is a revolt against in-
justice, poverty, unemploy-
ment, corruption, and all 
forms of  vicious circles that 
have become the trademark 
of Nigeria.

“In other words, every 
revolution is a structur-
al change what the Obi 
movement stands for is to 
dismantle whatever struc-
ture has brought us to this 
intractable tragedy and 
reprehensible denouement, 
the structure that has been 
a knee on the neck of  Nige-
rians. “Importantly, ideas 
rule the world. Ideas, as you 
know, possess the potency 
to develop into an ideology, 
a movement, and finally a 
structure. Lastly, the struc-
ture debate has been over-
whelmed and rested by the 
recent events in Nigeria.’

Nnamdi Kalu
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2C l i m a t e  C h a n g e 
Conference otherwise 

known COP27 ended in the 
early hours of Sunday, giving 
wa y  t o  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t 
anticipated global events, the 
2022 World Cup which begins 
later the same day.

The global climate summit on 
Saturday reached a landmark 
conclusion on the Loss and 
Damage Agenda. Parties agreed 
to establish a historic loss and 
damage fund as part of  the 
S h a r m  E l - S h e i k h 
Implementation Plan on climate 
change after the topic was 
included in the agenda for the 
first time.

The new fund will see donors 
contribute to a global fund to 
save lives and livelihoods from 
climate change related disasters.

T h i s  a g r e e m e n t  i s 
r e m a r k a b l e ,  g i v e n  t h e 
opposition it met from some 
parties. Countries like Nigeria, 
K e n ya ,  E t h i o p i a ,  S u d a n 
amongst others will most likely 
benefit from this fund when it is 
realised.

T h e r e  w a s  a l s o  a 
recommitment to keeping the 
1 . 5 ° C  t a r g e t  f o r  g l o b a l 
temperature rise intact and 
significant progress made across 
the board on climate issues.

The two weeks conference 
saw further commitments and 
pledges made to adaptation, 
mit igat ion  and  f inancing 
amongst other areas.

The next Conference of 
Parties (COP28) is scheduled for 
the United Arab Emirate in 
2023.

About 12 years after Qatar 
won the bid, the stage is finally 
set for the first-ever World Cup 

to be hosted in the Middle East.
The Qatar 2022 World Cup 

has become one of the most 
controversial in the heat of the 
bad press it has rightly or 
wrongly received since it was 
awarded.

F r o m  s t o r i e s  o n  p o o r 
treatment of migrant workers, 
hostility to LGBTQ to the ban 
on alcohol sale at stadiums; 
perhaps no FIFA World Cup 
host has received the kind of 
scathing attention Qatar has 
received.

All these criticisms led FIFA 
president, Gianni Infantino to 
call out the Western countries 
f o r  hy p o c r i s y  a t  a  p r e s s 
confrrence on the eve of the 
tournament on Saturday.

“For what we Europeans have 
been doing around the world in 
the last 3,000 years, we should be 
apologising for the next 3,000 
years before starting to give 
moral lessons to people,” the 
head of  the global football 
governing body said.

The opening match had the 
host, Qatar, take on South 
Americans, Ecuador at the Al 
B ay t  S t a d i u m  o n  S u n d ay 
afternoon.

Qatar lost 0-2 to Ecuador in 
the opener in Al Khor, on 
Sunday. The hosts were in total 
shambles in their first ever 
World Cup appearance, with 
Ener Valencia  getting an early 
goal disallowed for offside. 

The Ecuador captain scored 
his first goal (16') through a 
penalty, and then followed it up 
with a header in the 31st-
minute. 

Qatar are the first host nation 
to lose it’s opening match in the 
history of the World Cup.

...As FIFA World Cup
begins
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c c o r d i n g  t o  a n 

AAfrican proverb, “If  
the keg of  palm-

wine is not quickly snatched 
f r o m  t h e  h a n d s  o f  a n 
exuberant drunk, he may 
drink himself  to stupor.” A 
similar proverb has it that “If  
an overzealous child is not 
assisted by his elders when 
roasting yams in the farm, he 
may innocently set the farm 
and the hut ablaze”.

There is no denying the 
fact that the need to bring the 
foregoing African proverbs 
into expression in the face of  
the ongoing electioneering 
that was kicked off  by the 
l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e 
I n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i o n a l 
E lec to ra l  Commiss ion 
(INEC) on September 28, 
2022, ahead of  the 2023 
general and presidential 
elections is apt.

In fact, prior to the kick-
off  of  the electioneering by 
the electoral umpire, INEC, 
v i r t u a l l y  a l l  t h e  1 8 
presidential candidates were 
engaged in carrying out 
campaigns of  calumny and 
mak ing  ve r i f i ab l e  and 
unverifiable allegations 
against each other. Some of  
the campaigns flew either on 
t h e  b a c k  o f  a  g i v e n 
cand ida te ' s  i l l  hea l th , 
a l legat ions  of  forger y, 
financial corruption, and 
involvement in couriering 
hard drugs or consumption 
of  such drugs in the past. 
The presidential campaign, 
now in its eighth week, has 
reached a level of  passion 
a n d  a c r i m o n y  a l m o s t 
unheard-of  in Nigeria.

T h u s ,  o s t e n s i b l y 
buttressing the fact that the 
electioneering situation has 
gotten to a breaking point, 
the presidential candidate of  
t h e  A l l  P r o g r e s s i v e s 
Congress (APC) Asiwaju 
Bola Tinubu, being one of  
t h e  m o s t  l a m p o o n e d 
candidates, has recently 
confessed that he stopped 
using social media because 
he almost had high blood 
pressure with the verbal 
attacks against him. He 
expla ined he  has  been 
subjected to malicious abuse 
and had to cease engaging 

with Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram which are the 
most used social media in 
the country.

I n  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e 
presidential aspirant of  the 
APC does not deserve to be 
lampooned as been done to 
him by his traducers, it is 
germane to say that other 
aspirants, such as Mr. Peter 
Obi of  the Labour Party (LP) 
and Atiku Abubakar of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) together with their 
running mates are equally 
been calumniated by social 
media trolls.

However, in reaction to 
t h e  u n d e m o c r a t i c 
development, not a few 
watchers of  the ongoing 
political campaigns were of  
the view that the prevailing 
raucous  tone  tha t  has 
characterized the ongoing 
electioneering is due largely 
to  unexpected ly  f ie rce 
rhetorical attacks by their 
s u p p o r t e r s  a n d  m e d i a 
spokespersons, which has 
infuriated their rivals, and 
drawn some b l i s te r ing 
ripostes.

Be that as it may, political 
campaign spokespersons 
who are arguably motivated 
by “stomach infrastructure” 
cannot be exonerated from 
this case as they are not in 
a n y  w a y  c o n d u c t i n g 
themselves in a gentlemanly 
manner. In a report recently 
chronicled by TheCable, and 
titled “Ahead of  the 2023 
elections, it's a jungle out 
there!” it was gathered thus:  
“From personal attacks to 
tit-for-tat jabs to unverifiable 
claims and disinformation, 
campaign spokespersons 
have been increasingly 
vociferous in their bids to 
champion the cause of  their 
principals. Festus Keyamo, 
D a n i e l  B w a l a ,  D e l e 
Momodu, and Femi Fani-
Kayode are some of  the 
presidential spokespersons 
leading this charge.

“While it was always 
expected that there would be 
“fireworks”, many did not 
anticipate that the campaign 
season would be this heated.

“Critics have argued that 
s i n c e  t h e  r e t u r n  t o 

democratic rule in 1999, the 
c o u n t r y ' s  n a s c e n t 
democracy should have 
grown beyond insignificant 
tirades by politicians and 
their spokespersons.

“A paper published in the 
University of  Oxford, titled 
' T r o o p s ,  T r o l l s ,  a n d 
Troublemakers: A Global 
Inventory of  Organized 
Social Media Manipulation, 
revealed that  pol i t ica l 
parties or candidates use 
social media to manipulate 
public opinion during a 
c a m p a i g n ,  e i t h e r  b y 
purposefully spreading fake 
news or disinformation or 
by trolling or targeting any 
support for the opposition 
party.

“Citing harassment as 
part of  individual targeting – 
a strategy used by trolls — 
the paper said it involves the 
use of  verbal abuse, hate 
speech, discrimination, and 
trolling against the values, 
beliefs, or identity of  a user 
or a group of  users online.”

Surprisingly, amidst the 
monkeyshines that have 
characterized the ongoing 
campaign ahead of  the 2023 
presidential election, in 

particular, INEC seems to 
be in a slumber as it is yet to 
make any statement that has 
the capacity of  calling 
campaigners of  calumny to 
order except the one it issued 
barely 48 hours to the 
official commencement of  
campaigns by polit ical 
parties for the 2023 General 
E l e c t i o n ,  w h e r e  i t 
reiteratively called that there 
was the need for issue-based 
engagements, as well as 
peaceful conduct of  party 
campaigns.

As  conveyed  by  the 
statement, the Commission 
urged all political parties to 
critically study and pay 
attention to the provisions 
of  the Constitution, the 
Electoral Act, the Police 
Act, and the Public Order 
Act for the proper and 
peaceful conduct of  political 
campaigns, rallies, and 
processions.

C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e 
Commission, Professor 
Mahmood Yakubu, made 
the call, at the opening of  a 
Two-Day Capacity Building 
Workshop for INEC Press 
Corps on INEC's Processes, 
Innovations, Preparations 

f o r  t h e  2 0 2 3  G e n e r a l 
Election, and Critical Issues 
in the Electoral Act 2022, 
organized with support 
from the European Union 
through DAI, in Lagos.”

Re p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e 
C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e 
Information and Voter 
Educa t ion  Commi t t ee 
(IVEC), Festus Okoye, the 
INEC Chairman outlined 
some of  the dos and don'ts 
of  political campaigns as 
prescribed by law.

H e  s a i d ,  “ T h e 
Constitution and Electoral 
Act 2022 are clear and 
equivocal on what political 
parties and candidates must 
do and must not do during 
periods designated for 
campaigns and rallies”.

“A political campaign or 
slogan shall not be tainted 
with abusive  language 
directly or indirectly likely to 
injure religious, ethnic, 
tribal or sectional feelings.

“Abusive, intemperate, 
slanderous or base language 
or innuendoes designed or 
likely to provoke violent 
reaction or emotions shall 
not be employed or used in 
political campaigns”, he 
added.

Despite the foregoing 
statement which unarguably 
r e f l e c t s  w h a t  t h e 
commission s tood for, 
ahead of  the 2023 election, 
it is sad to note that political 
suppor te r s  and  media 
s p o k e s m e n  t h a t  a r e 
considered to be well -
informed and educated; 
even in the field of  law, are 
the ones been seen to be the 
violators of  the rules.

Against the foregoing 
backdrop, it is expedient to 
urge the leadership of  the 
INEC to call campaigners 
of  calumny to order, and 
even organize a special 
orientation course for them, 
primarily to imbibe them 
with the right behavior 
needed to be a spokesperson 
for political aspirants, and to 
a large extent embark on an 
elaborate campaign against 
campaign of  calumny with 
Netizens as the major target 
audience.

Monday 21 - Tuesday 22 November, 2022  

By Isaac Asabor

2023: Need for INEC to call campaigners
of calumny to order 

The Constitution and 
Electoral Act 2022 are 
clear and equivocal on 
what political parties 

and candidates must do 
and must not do during 
periods designated for 
campaigns and rallies.

“
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Special Report

n what could be described as a Ihistoric moment, especially 
f o r  A f r i c a  a n d  o t h e r 

developing nations, parties at the 
United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 
Conference  o f  the  Par t ies 
(COP27) have agreed to the 
establishment of  a loss and 
damage fund as part of  the Sharm 
El-Sheikh Implementation Plan 
on climate change.

'Loss and damage'  only 
narrowly made it into the list of  
the agenda for the conference for 
the first time after African 
nego t ia to r s  a s se r t ed  the i r 
influence.

Following the development, 
the new fund will see donors 
contribute to a global fund to save 
lives and livelihoods from climate 
change-related disasters.

The agreement saw Parties 
recommit to keeping the 1.5°C 
target for global temperature rise 
intact and significant progress 
made across the board on climate 
issues.

New deal
After days of  negotiations, the 

conference finally created a 
f ac i l i t y  to  r e spond  to  the 
devastating impacts of  climate 
c h a n g e  i n  v u l n e r a b l e 

oremost constitutional FL aw ye r  a n d  H u m a n 
Rights Activist, Chief  

(Dr.) Mike Ozekhome SAN has 
called for the immediate release 
o f  the  de ta ined  l eader  o f  
Indigenous People of  Biafra 
(IPOB), Mazi Nnamdi Kanu, 
insisting that his protracted 
d e t e n t i o n  w o u l d  f u r t h e r 
aggravate the insecurity in the 
southeast region.

Ozekhome who was speaking 
as the guest lecturer during the 
11th Zik Lecture Series held at 
Nnamdi Azikiwe University 
Awka on 16th Nov, with the 
theme "Nigeria in the throes of  
Insecurity Towards 2023: any 
Panacea?", said “Nnamdi Kanu 
is not a separatist, he is fighting a 
self  determination course which 
is globally recognized. IPOB 
didn't start the violence. It was 
peaceful until September 14 when 
the Nigerian Army known as the 
"Operation Python Dance" 
invaded Kanu's home.

"Mazi Kanu lost his parents 
and over 20 lives were lost in the 
tragic incidence." “Let me seize 
this opportunity to beg Mr. 
President, on bended knees, 
without prejudice, to release 

said Zik is a great man filled with 
w i s d o m .  " We  m u s t  k e e p 
celebrating him and he deserves 
to be immortalize. "The lecture is 
worth sustaining as a way of  
entrenching the evergreen role 
played by the great Nationalist in 
the Country's development, 
especially through the Zikist 
movement.

He reiterated that the State 
Gover nment  has  dec la red 
November 16th a public holiday 
in honor and memory of  the great 
Zik of  Africa. While adding that 
the Zik Mausoleum in Onitsha 
have been completed to honour 
the legacies of  the great Zik, 
stressing that his government is 
doing all it can to immortalize Dr. 
Nnamdi Azikiwe; a great Igbo 
son and icon who was one of  the 
founding fathers of  Nigeria.

Earlier, Chairman of  the 
Occasion, the Governor of  Delta 
State and the Vice Presidential 
Candidate  of  the  People ' s 
Democratic Party, PDP, Senator 
Ifeanyi Okowa, remarked that he 
was glad to be a part of  the 
dialogue that centers on national 
security situations ahead of  the 
for thcoming 2023 General 
Elections.

Governor Okowa suggested 
that the need to draw up a 

national development.
Senator Obi pointed out that 

his vision is to have the Zik 
Lecture Series and Legislative 
Studies Institute a legacy project 
t h a t  w i l l  p e r m a n e n t l y 
institutionalize the series which 
will eventually grow to be a 
channel of  robust research and 
academic excellence.

In attendance were Chief  of  
Staff  to Governor Soludo, Mr. 
Ernest Ezeajughi, former Chief  
of  General Staff, Commodore 
Ebitu Ukiwe, the Anglican 
Bishop of  Awka and Archbishop 
of  Niger Province, the Most Rev. 
Alexander Ibezim, Chairman of  
South East Traditional Rulers' 
Council and Obi of  Onitsha, 
I g w e  N n a e m e k a  A c h e b e, 
Traditional Ruler of  Awka, Obi 
Gibson Nwosu, among others.

News Echo reports that "the 
Zik's  Lecture Series is  the 
University most prominent 
a c a d e m i c  e v e n t  w i t h 
International visibility and has 
attracted eminent dignitaries as 
well as outstanding scholars.

The lecture series initiative 
was  conceived in  2006 by 
distinguished Senator Dr. Ben 
Ndi Obi, to immortalize the good 
works of  Nigeria's foremost 
nationalist, statesman and pan-
Africanist, the inimitable, Rt. 
Hon, His Excellency, Dr. Nnamdi 
Azikiwe, first President, and first 
Indigenous Governor-General of  
Nigeria

communities.
The loss and damage fund 

was decided at the closing plenary 
of  COP at about a few minutes 
past 4 a.m. Sunday morning. 
Before then, COP President 
Sameh Shoukr y  ca l led  for 
objections, and none was heard.

In his words, “we heard the 
calls, and we responded. Today, 
here in Sharm El-Sheikh, we 
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  f i r s t - e ve r 
dedicated fund for loss and 
damage, a fund that has been so 
long in the making. It was only 
appropriate that this COP, the 
implementation COP in Africa, is 
w h e r e  t h e  f u n d  i s  f i n a l ly 
established. Millions around the 
globe can now sense a glimmer of  
hope that their suffering will 
finally be addressed, swiftly and 
appropriately.”

The agreement and pledges 
made on loss and damage aim to 
unlock greater ambitions for 
mitigation and adaptation. 
During COP27, financial pledges 
were made for loss and damage 
from multiple countries during 
the COP including Austria, 
Be lg ium,  Canada,  France, 
Germany, and New Zealand, 
joining Denmark and Scotland, 
w h i c h  h a d  m a d e  p l e d g e s 
previously.

The Chair of  the African 
Group of  Negotiators, Ephraim 

Nnamdi Kanu. We're not saying 
he should subvert justice. What 
will bring peace to the region is 
not his continued detention,” he 
added. Tracing the history behind 
Nigeria as a Country, described it 
as an artificial amalgamation of  
people who were not consulted, 
emphasizing that the indices that 
guarantee unity must be nurtured 
and respected. He noted that the 
perceived indivisibility of  Nigeria 
is out of  place and regretted that 
successive leaderships had taken 
the nation's unity, indivisibility 
for granted, stating that the 
Nigerian problem is of  leadership 
and followership.

He stressed that Boko Haram 
and others including forms of  self  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a r e  m e r e 
symptoms of  insecurity as against 
the root challenges which are 
social,  educational,  family 
among others.

Among other things, Dr. 
Ozekhome suggested that the 
Nation should consider running a 
unicameral National Assembly 
rather than bicameral or have 
members sit on part time basis, 
after which they recieve sitting 
allowances.

P r o f  S o l u d o  w h o  w a s 
represented by the deputy 
Governor Dr. Onyekachi Ibezim 

domestic plan that addresses 
these challenges in the medium 
and long- term,  express ing 
optimism that the 2023 general 
elections will be conducted in line 
with the guidelines of  the new 
electoral act which compels 
Biomodal Voters Accreditation 
s y s t e m  a n d  e l e c t r o n i c 
transmission of  results that will 
go a long way to reduce hijacking 
of  ballot papers.

In his address of  welcome, the 
Vice-Chancellor of  Nnamdi 
Azikiwe University, Prof. Charles 
Okechukwu Esimone, applauded 
the organizers for pulling through 
the huge logistics challenge of  
arranging the event which came 
so soon after the suspension of  
the eight-month long ASUU 
nationwide strike.

He said that the lecture series 
was insti tuted through the 
Faculty of  Social Sciences and an 
instrument of  Senator Ben Obi to 
immortalize Dr. Azikiwe, the 
political totem of  Nigeria's 
independence struggle and quest 
for the emancipation of  the black 
race.

In a separate remark, the 
benefactor of  the Zik Lecture 
Series, Senator Ndi Obi stated 
that the 11th series has impacted 
significantly and contributed 
enormously to knowledge and 

Shitima, said: “After 30 years of  
endeavour, on African soil, the 
world has agreed to establish a 
n e w  f u n d  a n d  f u n d i n g 
ar rangements  for  loss  and 
damage”

Loss and Damage
The creation of  the facility 

s y m b o l i s e s  a  f u l l 
operationalisation of  the Santigo 
Network for LossAndDamage – a 
network created to catalyze the 
technical assistance of  relevant 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  f o r  t h e 
implementation of  relevant 
a p p r o a c h e s  f o r  av e r t i n g , 
minimising and addressing loss 
and damage at the local, national 
and regional level, in developing 
countries that are particularly 
vulnerable to the adverse effects 
of  climate change.

With this new fund, the third 
pillar of  climate finance has been 
created. Activation of  the facility 
will lead to the provision of  new 
financial support under Article 9 
of  the Paris Agreement (PA), in 
addition to adaptation and 
mitigation finance, to developing 
countries.

Previously at COP26 in the 
UK, the G77 and China proposed 
a solution to the gap in finance 
available to address their needs in 
the form of  a Loss and Damage 
Finance Facility (LDFF). They 
said the LDFF will be able “to 

provide new financial support 
under Article 9 of  the Paris 
Agreement (PA), in addition to 
adaptat ion and mit igat ion 
finance, to developing countries 
to address loss and damage.”

However, an agreement could 
not be secured for the LDFF's 
establishment or a process to do 
s o.  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  G l a s g ow 
Dialogue was established but 
with no clear milestones and 
outcomes.

Experts react
Responding to the loss and 

damage facility, Minister Gaston 
Browne, the chair of  Alliance of  
S m a l l  I s l a n d  S t a t e s ,  s a i d 
establishing the loss and damage 
fund signals that the cost and the 
burden of  the climate crisis will 
no longer be borne solely by the 
governments and people most 
vulnerable to the impacts of  
Climate Change.

“It is a step toward climate 
justice,” he said.

The Chair  of  the Least 
Developed Countries Group at 
the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change, 
Madele ine  Sar r,  sa id  they 
w e l c o m e  t h e  f u l l 
o p e r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n  o f  t h e 
Santiago Network for loss and 
damage. “We urge developed 
countries to provide the required 
finance to allow the Santigo 

Network to do its work.”
“On the loss and damage 

fund, we reaffirm the fund must 
be an operating entity under the 
financial mechanism of  the 
UNFCC with new, additional 
adequate and public finance,” the 
official said.

The Executive Secretary of  
the UNFCCC, Simon Stiell, said: 
“We have established the fund 
that will form one pillar that will 
work to assure that loss and 
damage is addressed.”

“We have determined a way 
forward on a decades- long 
c o nve r s a t i o n  o n  l o s s  a n d 
damage.”

Speaking about the year 
ahead, COP President Shoukry 
said: “We leave Sharm El-Sheikh 
with renewed hope in the future 
of  our planet, with an even 
stronger collective will and more 
determination to achieve the 
temperature goal of  the Paris 
Agreement.

“We've just adopted the 
landmark Sharm El-Sheikh 
M i t i g a t i o n  A m b i t i o n  a n d 
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  W o r k 
Programme that will hugely 
contribute to keeping 1.5 within 
reach, and I trust that we all know 
what  needs  to  be  done  to 
safeguard 1.5 and ensure that we 
never go beyond.”

By Success James 

Release Nnamdi Kanu for peaceful coexistence,
Ozekhome tells FG
... As Soludo, Okowa Ukiwe, others pay tribute to Late Zik of  Africa
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe 

Awka

COP27 opens fund to deal with climate loss, damage
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Cutting of cake to mark the Ziks 11th Lecture Series at the Nnamdi Azikiwe University Awka.

3 suspected transformer vandals
burnt alive in Ebonyi community
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
hree suspected crim-
inals were Friday 
burnt alive for vandal-

izing electricity transformer 
at Igweledoha Amagu in 
Ikwo Local Government 
Area of  Ebonyi State.

One of  the suspects was 
said to be the first son of  a 
late Traditional Ruler in the 
area. They were accused 
of  vandalizing Transform-
ers in Igweledoha, Ndufu 
Amata and Ekawoke, all in 
Ikwo LGA. A Source who 
witnessed the incident at the 
area explained that luck ran 
out on the suspects around 
2am on Friday morning 
when they were caught with 
some transformer parts. 
The source noted that the 
suspects were five in num-
ber but two escaped while 
three, including the son of  

a former Traditional Ruler, 
were meted with jungle jus-
tice.

He said, “As I am talking 
to you, they are now on fire, 
the blaze is still on at Igwele-
doha Square Roundabout in 
Ikwo Local Government 
Area,” he narrated. The 
source further said the com-
munity could not hand him 
over to the police for the fare 
that they would be released 
to continue with their nefar-
ious activities.

 “If  I say we don’t have 
security, you may think I 
am wrong but police are not 
doing their job, if  you hand 
them over to the police, af-
ter few days, they would be 
released,” the eyewitness 
claimed. When contacted, 
the Police Public Relations 
Officer in the State, Mr. 
Chris Anyanwu said he was 
yet to receive the report.

Abia Government swears-in 110 Vehicle
Inspection officials
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia 

A
bia State Govern-
ment has inaugu-
rated One hundred 

and eleven ad-hoc Vehicle 
Inspection Officers, (V.I.O) 
for the State Ministry of  
Transport to achieve safety 
and sanity awareness in the 
roads.

Inaugurating the officials 
at the Ministry of  Trans-
port’s headquarters Umua-

hia, Commissioner for 
Transport, Chief  Godswill 
Nwanuruo charged them 
to be the ambassadors of  
the Ministry and the State 
Government in the roads, 
waning that any misbehav-
iour by the officials would 
attract severe punishment 
as stipulated in the rule of  
engagement and template 
of  service.

Chief  Nwanuruo ex-
plained that the programme 
was introduced to beef  up 

the efforts of  the Minis-
try of  Transport in the en-
forcement of  road traffic 
services, genuine vehicle 
papers, checkmate touting, 
unlicensed drivers, unreg-
istered driving school op-
erators, menace created by 
tricycle operators on the 
road among other safety 
regulatory measures.  He 
added that in recent times, 
transport services in Aba 
and Umuahia have been 
chaotic, as traffic rules are 
not being obeyed and trans-
port system are dominated 
by touts.

The Commissioner, who 
informed that the personnel 
have passed through train-
ings capable of  infusing 
sanity and safety on roads 
in Abia, urged them to put 
everything they learnt into 
practice to ensure realiza-
tion of  solution to challeng-
es of  road transport sub 
sector. He thanked Gov-
ernor Okezie Ikpeazu for 
the interest he has shown 
in transport matters and for 
giving Abia people a new 

lease of  life through vari-
ous programmes and new 
innovations in the transport 
sector.

Presenting the personnel 
to the Commissioner, the 
Permanent Secretary of  the 
Ministry, Mrs. Clara Ijeoma 
Okere disclosed that about 
144 applicants  showed in-
terest to be part of  the ex-
ercise but those that were 
inaugurated got qualified 
having been trained in dif-
ferent fields of  transporta-
tion system. She enjoined 
the personnel not to toy 
with their duties but to con-
tribute in the development 
of  the State.

In a vote of  thanks, one 
of  the ad-hoc V.I.Os, Mr. 
Edward Obimba thanked 
the Governor and Commis-
sioner for ensuring that they 
were engaged and trained 
to work as ad-hoc V.I.Os 
of  the Ministry and assured 
that they would abide by 
the rules of  engagement 
and template of  service.

Tension: 2 Ebubeagu security operatives killed in Ebonyi

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

N
o fewer than two 
members of the 
Ebubeagu Security 

outfit have been shot dead 
by gunmen, in Abakaliki, 
capital of  Ebonyi State.  

The incident, our Cor-
respondent gathered, took 
place at the popular Ebebe 
Junction, on Friday night.  

The incident, which also 
led to many residents of  the 
area sustaining varying de-
grees of  injuries, has caused 
palpable fears and tension in 
the city. 

An eyewitness, who spoke 
to journalists on condition 
of  anonymity, stated that, 
“It was last night around 
9.30 p.m. I passed through 
that place and a full com-
plement of  Ebubeagu opera-
tives cordoned the location. 

“The victims were taken 
to the Alex Ekuweme Fed-
eral Teaching Hospital Ab-
akaliki 2, and before they 
could get there, two of  the 
victims died while others 
with bullet injuries are now 

receiving treatment. 
“Everybody around the 

location of  the incident went 
inside their houses for fear 
of  becoming victims.” Their 
bodies have been deposit-
ed at the mortuary of  the 
AE-FUTHA.  

The shooting of the 
Ebubeagu operatives took 
place few metres away from 
the Police Headquarters and 
the Old Government House, 
Abakaliki. When contacted, 
the Police Public Relations 
Officer, SP Chris Anyanwu, 
confirmed the incident. He 
identified the deceased vic-
tims as Igwe Emmanuel, 30, 
and Udu Samuel Elekwe, 
40. Meanwhile, the Ebonyi 
State Government has con-
demned the killing of  the se-
curity operatives, describing 
it gruesome.

The Special Security 
Consultant to the State 
Government, Chief Stanley 
Okoro-Emegha, who stated 
this in Abakaliki said an ex-
haustive investigation had 
commenced into the matter 
with a view of  fishing out 
the perpetrators.

He said, “This is quite 
unfortunate, unwarranted 
and totally unacceptable. 
We have commenced a thor-
ough investigation and there 
are reliable information 
that the heinous crime was 
committed by the unknown 
gunmen and opposition po-
litical party in the state.

“The information on our 
desk may still be sketchy 
but we are assuring the de-
ceased, their families and 
the general public of  a de-
tailed investigation in order 
to make the perpetrators of 
this inglorious act face the 

full weight of  the law. For 
the umpteenth time, anyone 
behind this dastardly act 
must pay in full.  

“It is regrettable that we 
are losing these able bodied 
men who are sacrificing so 
much to ensure that the ef-
forts of  our Governor, Chief 
David Nweze Umahi in 
promoting peace do not hit 
the brick wall. You know 
when men of  Ebubeagu are 
killed; the opposition with 
her cronies keeps a sealed 
lip as if  these men are not 
brothers or humans.  “As we 
sincerely commiserate with 
the families and loved ones 
of  these young men killed in 
cold blood, we are also pray-

... Ebonyi Govt condemns killing

ing for the peaceful repose 
of  their souls.”

In a similar development, 
unknown gunmen on Fri-
day evening shot dead 
the former Commission-
er for Rural Development 
in Enugu State, Hon. Gab 
Onuzulike. It was learnt 
that Onuzulike, who was 
also a former Chairman of 
Oji River Local Govern-
ment Area. A circulating 
gruesome video shows the 
blood-soaked bodies of  the 
victims, with residents wail-
ing. The incident occurred 
at Nkpokolo Achi while 
the ex-commissioner was 
returning from a burial cer-
emony. An elder brother of 
the politician,  Elvis Onuzu-
like, who was with him, was 

also shot dead. A source, 
however, said that a team of 
security men gave the gun-
men a hot chase, killed one 
of  them, and arrested anoth-
er member of  the gang. The 
development has thrown 
residents of  Oji River and its 
environs into tension.

Fire guts 12 shops in Anambra market
From Ovat Mike,
 Onitsha 

A
bout twelve blocks 
of  shops were on 
Friday gutted by fire 

in Nkwo Umunze Market, 
Umunze, Orumba South Lo-
cal Government Area of  An-
ambra State. No life was re-
portedly lost in the fire which 
started around 6.16am. News 
Echo gathered that the fire 
outbreak emanated from 

New Life Line and affect-
ed about 8 block shops and 
about 4 batcher shops. 

Though the cause of  the 
inferno was yet to be ascer-
tained, eyewitnesses said 
goods worth millions of  na-
ira were destroyed in the in-
ferno. Fire Chief, Engr Mar-
tin Agbili confirmed no loss 
of  life in the incident, while 
the cause of  the fire was un-
known.

He said, “At about 0616hrs, 

Anambra State Fire Service, 
through Mr. Deputy Gover-
nor Dr. Onyeka Ibezim re-
ceived a distress call of  fire 
outbreak at Nkwo Umunze 
Market, Umunze, Orumba 
South LGA, Anambra State. 
“Immediately, we deployed 
our Firefighters and fire fight-
ing truck to the scene of  fire. 

The fire outbreak which 
emanated from New Life 
Line, affected about 8 block 
shops and about 4 batcher 

shops.
 “There was no loss of  life 

and the cause of  the fire out-
break is unknown as no one 
knew how the fire started.” 

Agbili commended those 
who controlled and fought 
the fire before the arrival of  
firefighters, just as he appre-
ciated former Deputy Gov-
ernor of  the State, Chief  
Emeka Sibudu who visited 
the scene to sympathize with 
victims and encourage the 
firefighters.

... Gunmen kill ex-Enugu Commissioner, brother

IGP Usman Baba
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News Feature

he rights of  the females to Town or share from their 
family property has been 

legalised by the Abia State House 
of  Assembly, Umuahia .

The law, which was signed by 
the Speaker, Hon Chinedum 
Orji, was also, sponsored earlier 
by the same Speaker in a bill 
known as H.A.B. 61 and was 
named "Abia State Female 
Persons Rights of  Inheritance of  
Property Bill 2022".

It was approved by members 
of  the Legislature after every 
aspect of  the bill, according to 
them, was looked into, as a 
motion by Majority Leader, 
S o l o m o n  A k p u l o n u  a n d 
seconded by the Minority Leader, 
Chijioke Chukwu rounded up the 
deal for the women society in 
Abia.

If  s igned into action by 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu or his 
successor, the women will now 
hold their own knives to carve a 
share of  family property and can 
also inherit the ones owned by 
their parents.

Though entire body of  the 
nascent  Law has not  been 
explained in details by the Abia 
House members, a source from 
the parliament revealed that it is 
going to be a new dawn in 
families and communities. News 
Echo went round the State to 
gather the reactions of  some 
stakeholders concerning the 
merits and implications of  the 
new order and reports:

Dr Ngozi Okechukwu

She is the State Director of  
National Orientation Agency 
(NOA) and has given a thumb-up 
to Abia House of  Assembly for 
approving the Law.

Dr Okechukwu who explained 
that her office in Abia State had 
been in the crusade for gender 
equality and peace in homes, said 
the Law when signed by the 
Governor would bring a new 
breath of  air to development in 
Abia.

She commended Abia First 
Lady, Mrs Nkechi Ikpeazu for 
tackling gender-based violence in 
the State. HRM, Eze (Evangelist) 
Ogbuka Origa of  Okorie-Ogori 
Aut. Com, Abam, Arochukwu 
LGA

The royal father is of  the 
opinion that the Law would need 
t o  b e  c o m mu n i c a t e d  a n d 
explained to people of  various 
cultures for it to truly become 
practical.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m ,  t h e 
contributions of  traditional 
rulers, who are the custodians of  

the people's culture, should first 
be solicited before any important 
o r  popu la r  po l i cy  o f  th i s 
magnitude is introduced in the 
State.

According to the royal father , 
the roles of  the monarchs mean 
that they are like permanent 
secretaries in office  who will  
always be relevant during every 
administrative dispensation  and 
therefore , must be consulted 
when Laws that have far-reaching 
importance or implications are 
being proposed or being passed.

Eze Origa , who is the IFE, is 
also the Chairman of  Abam 
Onyerubi traditional rulers 
council, noted that in some 
communities of  Abia State like 
Abam, Abriba, Nkporo and even 
the Edda in Ebonyi State , the 
system of  Inheritance of  family 
property is unique in those 
communities .

Though he applauded the roles 
that the women play in taking 
care of  their aged parents and 
other important roles they play in 
c o m mu n i t y  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e 
traditional ruler made it clear that 
every clan would still have to sit 
down and digest this new Law to 
see how to implement it and to 
know how to accommodate 
women on sharing table.

He however pointed out that 
no clan should be forced to 
immediately adopt the Law. He 
observed that if  not well handled, 
there may be unending war 
between the female ladies and the 
wives of  their brothers over who 
controls a family property and 
this he feared, may create more 
chaos than the peace the Law 
seeks to bring.

Mrs Nkechi Ikpeazu

To the wife of  Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu, Nkechi, the new 
Law is a welcome development 
considering the importance of  
the women in the society, 
especially in Abia where her 
f o u n d a t i o n ,  V i c a r  H o p e 
Foundation is leading the war 
against gender -based violence.

Mrs Nkechi Ikpeazu has been 
in the crusade of  protecting 
widows, underage girls and kids 
from every form of  domestic, 
community or culture-based 
violence.

Speaking to NewsEcho about 
the Female Property Inheritance 
Law, the Chief  Press Secretary to 
the Abia First Lady, Mr Chika 
Ojiegbe stressed that the Abia 
First Lady was happy with the 
development as it would aid her 
effor ts  in the securing the 
securing the rights of  the females .

It may spell doom for elders, 
increase divorce-- Traditionalist 

A  t r a d i t i o n a l i s t  f r o m 
Umuchieze , Umunneochi LGA, 
Ichie  Aja Ogidi has warned that 
the female inheritance law may 
lead to death of  elders in various 
of  communities in Abia if  it is 
forceful ly  implemented by 
government agencies .

He insisted that people like 
him were not consulted before the 
issue was discussed, warning that 
the Law on male inheritance of  
property is a an age-long practice 
that has helped maintain peace in 
families 

He feared that any elder who 
rushes to implement the law 
hook, line and sinker may pay 
with his life as according to Ichie 
Ogidi, the ancestors may kill such 
person instantly.

Ichie Ogidi reasoned that the 

practice of  the first male child 
inheri t ing his  late  father 's 
ancestral house and some other 
property rights are not revocable. 
He noted that a woman enjoys 
the property of  her husband 
where she is married to.

T h e  t r a d i t i o n a l i s t  a l s o 
reasoned that there may be 
increase in Court cases involving 
girls and their brothers over 
sharing of  family assets.

Apart from Court cases, he 
warned that many girls of  
marriage age may not like to 
marry again as they may be 
tempted to remain in their 
pa r e n t s '  ho use  to  c o n t r o l 
property.

“Even those already married 
may no longer concentrate in 
their husbands homes as their 
eyes would always be fixed on 
their inheritance at their place of  
birth and the rate of  divorce 
would keep rising ."

He went on, “In some cases, 
some husbands would sponsor 
their wives to go and drag family 
property at the women's places of  
birth", said the Ichie.

A victory for female children 
---Group

A group , Female Child Has A 
Future, (FCHF) has says the 
female children are not accorded 
the deserved love and  training by 
many parents in the Abia and 
Igbo society, thereby denying 
them several rights , including 
inheritance .

And for  this,  the FCHF 
through its Executive Director, 
Mrs Marygold Ubaksnsi has 
backed the recently passed law by 
Abia House, saying the passing of  
persons with disabilities law and 

t h a t  o f  f e m a l e  p r o p e r t y 
inheritance have distinguished 
the present House of  Assembly as 
people-oriented.

Findings by this correspondent 
have shown that some parents 
living in Umuahia and Aba have 
successfully transferred the 
ownership of  their  landed 
property to their wives and 
daughters, even while the parents 
are still alive.

In most of  these transactions, 
there were little or no challenges 
as the official land papers were 
handed over to the new owners by 
their parents.

However, the reverse is the 
case in most Abia villages as 
cultures in such villagers insist 
t h a t  " Wo m e n  d o n ' t  d r a g 
property" (Nwanyi adighi azo 
ala).

It would be recalled that the 
Supreme Court had in landmark 
judgment in September 2020 in a 
suit SC.224/2004  ruled in favour 
of  Mrs Lois Chituru Ukeje, the 
wife of  late Lazarus Ogbonna 
Ukeje and Enyinnaya Ogbonna 
(son to late Lazarus Ogbonna 
Ukeje ) against Ms Ada Gladys 
who is the daughter to the late 
Lazarus Ogbonna .

The Supreme Court in its 
judgment ruled that women in 
Igboland should share or inherit 
from family property.

Though the ruling happened 
two years ago, Igbo system of  
property inheritance which are 
most enjoyed by the male, are still 
practiced in most parts of  Igbo 
land.

If  the Abia female property 
ownership and Inheritance law 
will be implemented or not, the 
years ahead will tell.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia 

Property inheritance changes dimension in families,
communities, as Abia House of Assembly okays
female rights 

HRM Eze OrigaDr Ngozi Okechukwu, Abia State Director of  NOASpeaker Chinedum Orji, sponsor of  the Bill that produced the Law



Nnewi Catholic Diocese explains 
invitation of armed men to Ihiala church

News

2023 campaigns: Peter Obi ‘ll witness poor 
turnout
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From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he People Demo-
cratic Party (PDP), 
Presidential Cam-

paign Committee in An-
ambra State, on Friday, 
says the Labour Party Pres-
idential Candidate, Peter 
will witness poor turnout 
in the state.

Uloka Chibuike, the 
Spokesman of  the PDP 
Presidential Campaign 
Committee in the state, 
who disclosed this in a 
statement in Onitsha, said, 
with the poor turnout of  
people in the presidential 
campaigns of  the Labour 
Party in the North, it’s evi-
dent enough that the party 
is no match to the People’s 
Democratic Party and will 
be swept away by the hurri-
cane PDP in the February 
25, 2023 poll.

According to Uloka, the 
Labour Party has contin-
ued to experience a cold 
reception across North-
ern Nigeria. It’s a sign of  
rejection and a reminder 
that the Labour Party can-
not play in the big political 
league.

He said the dominance 
and popularity of  the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party 
have never been threat-
ened by the kindergarten 
Labour Party and their 
noisy followers, otherwise 
known as “Obidients.” 

Instead, they placed too 
much relevance and im-
portance on their social 
media escapades, of  which 
does not constitute 12% of  
the electorates. 

They are gradually los-
ing steam and energy; the 
chips are down, and the big 
league players are out to 
the arena; the kindergarten 

players have no choice but 
to hibernate; this is exactly 
what the Labour Party and 
Obidients are witnessing.

Peter OBI’s flag-off  at a 
small playground in Lafia, 
which he was unable to 
fill, and the almost empty 
park in Benue State during 
his campaign rally yester-
day, count as proof  that he 
is not a candidate for the 
elections in February. His 
numbers are insufficient 
to win a local government 
election, let alone any con-
stituency

You cannot measure 
them up with the turnout 
of  the masses in states 
where Atiku Abubakar has 
visited for his campaign 
rallies.

The recent visit to Borno 
State is a clear indication 
that the North has been 
locked down for Atiku 
Abubakar, with the South 

still going to follow suit in 
the coming weeks when 
the PDP Presidential can-
didate visits the region.

 “The Labour Party is 
irrelevant in the grand 
scheme of  things and also 
in kindergarten, thus they 
cannot compete in the 
polity. Their popularity 
can only be measured to 
that of  the unpopular and 
despised APC, whilst the 
PDP is unmatched. 

“We will treat Peter Obi 
like a leper in the State as 
his low campaign turnout 
would continue in Anam-
bra. The PDP is expected 
to gain over 50,000 mem-
bers back in the coming 
weeks. These were people 
who left the PDP due to 
deception and others who 
have seen the inevitability 
of  Atiku Abubakar’s victo-
ry in 2023,” Uloka said. 

He noted that Nigerians 

T
he dispute over the 
ownership of  St Mar-
tin of  Tours parish 

between the Catholic Bish-
op of  Nnewi, Most Rev. 
Jonas-Benson Okoye, and 
some Spiritans priests took 
a new turn on Friday, when 
armed security men allegedly 
raided the church.

According to parishioners 
in Ihiala, Ihiala Local Gov-
ernment Area, Anambra 
State, the bishop deployed se-
curity guards to take over the 
parish and chase away the 
priests. St Martin of  Tours 
Catholic Church has been 
in controversy for months, 
ever since Bishop Okoye in-
formed the parish’s Spiritans 
of  his intention to establish 
new parishes and send priests 

The �re incident at Anambra State.

have all resolved to elect 
Atiku Abubakar as the 
next president of  Nigeria, 
and he is particularly con-
fident that his election will 
bring liberation to suffering 
young Nigerians and make 
the country viable again.

He emphasized the main 
campaign agenda of  Atiku 
Abubakar, which is restruc-
turing; he said Nigeria was 
already due to be restruc-
tured, but instead, the grit, 
tenacity, and courage have 
been lacking leaders over 
the years, and with Atiku 
Abubakar possessing the 
experience, grit, and valor, 

to govern the church while 
the Spiritans were posted 
overseas.

The priests have long re-
fused to leave the parish and 
have thwarted attempts by 
priests stationed in the region 
to take charge.

As a result, the Bishop re-
voked the Spiritan priests’ 
faculty, rendering them una-
ble to celebrate masses in the 
parish.

In a press conference on 
Saturday, the bishop denied 
sending security officers to 
reclaim the items, speaking 
through the diocese’s direc-
tor of  communication, Rev. 
Fr Martin Onwudiwe.

He said: “They (security 
operatives) never invaded the 
place as said, they were rath-

Heads to roll in Imo ministries over 
embezzlement of imprest funds

T
here is serious fight 
going on now in Imo 
Ministries,  Para -

statals and Agencies over 
the impress money meant 
for Government Establish-
ments for the discharge of  
their duties.

Our roving reporter ob-
served that the impress 
money given to these gov-
ernment offices is now 
causing problem in the sys-
tem because of  the sharing 
formula.

According to a Trumpe-
ta newspaper report, Gov-
ernor Hope Uzodinma is 
giving out N500, 000 to 
each Ministry as impress 
money. But it is so surpris-
ing to hear that the Perma-
nent Secretaries of  some 
Ministries collect the funds 
and withhold the money 
against the Commissioners 
wish.

The Permanent Secretar-
ies as we gathered hijacked 
the impress money from 
the Account General office 
and use their position as 
the administrative heads to 
share it the way they like.

Some Commissioners 
who felt cheated, sup-
pressed and humiliated by 
the Permanent Secretar-
ies are now raising serious 
alarm accusing the Perma-
nent Secretaries of  embez-
zlement of  government 
money without proper ap-
proval.

Information revealed 
that the N500, 000 impress 
money is being misman-
aged by those handling the 
fund.

There is serious allega-
tion that before now the 
Commissioners use to take 
upper hand in the sharing 
formula but now the Per-
manent Secretaries have 
taken the lion share.

In many Ministries the 
ratio is said to be 60:40 and 

at the end of  the money 
sharing nothing is left to 
run the Ministries again.

No money left for fuel, 
printing and maintenance 
office equipments, source 
said.

Most of  the government 
vital documents as we gath-
ered are typed outside the 
Ministries, mostly at busi-
ness centres. Some of  these 
business centres are owned 
by Permanent Secretaries 
and Commissioners as we 
further gathered.

Concerned citizens are 
now calling on the gover-
nor to probe the activities 
of  these Permanent Secre-
taries who are allegedly hi-
jacking the impress money.

Many workers at the 
State Secretariat who spoke 
to our roving reporter also 
condemned this act as they 
declared it unacceptable in 
the civil service rule. They 
want the Permanent Secre-
taries and the commission-
ers to turn a new leaf  and 
allow peace to reign. Mean-
while, observers questioned 
why a paltry sum of  N500, 
000 only is provided for 
impress in Imo Ministries, 
saying that it is scandalous.

he will live up to his prom-
ise of  restructuring the na-
tion, which is the primary 
need of  the South East and 
ndi-Igbo in Nigeria.

Uloka condemned the 
attack on the PDP presi-
dential candidate in Borno 
state and urged the oppo-
sition to uphold the peace 
agreement signed by dif-
ferent political parties and 
acknowledge that Atiku 
Abubakar’s candidacy for 
president is a manifesta-
tion of  Nigerians’ desire 
for PDP to return to power.

er sent there by the diocese to 
protect the church property, 
especially the Blessed Sacra-
ment.

“The security men were 
briefed by the bishop to re-
lease gunshots or teargas an-
yone or even touch anyone. 
We were surprised to hear 
people insinuating that they 
were there to forcefully take 
over the parish.”

According to Onwudi-
we, there have been recent 
occurrences of  the Blessed 
Sacrament being stolen in 
churches within the diocese; 
hence the diocese dispatched 
security personnel to prevent 
such thefts.

He further stated that be-
cause the security agents 
were briefed by the Bishop, 

they retreated when the 
priests and other parishion-
ers organized a mob to at-
tack them.

“On November 11, the 
blessed sacrament was made 
away from St Christopher 
Catholic Church, Ihiala, 
and same at All Saints Par-
ish, Oraifite on November 
14. These are the kinds of  
situations the bishop was 
trying to avoid by sending 
security men there.  “Some 
parishioners mobilized and 
confronted the security men 
who because of  the briefing 
by the Bishop, they rather 
retreated.”

He said the trouble in the 
parish was being engineered 
by just a few individuals, 
who were bent on fighting 
the bishop.

Change of Name
I, formerly known
 and addressed as 
Miss Ononuju 
Chinaza Goodness
 now wish to be known
 and addressed as 

Mrs Edom Chukwumere
Chinaza Goodness. 
  All documents bearing
my former names remain
valid. General public 
please take note. 

Signed:
Mrs. Edom Chukwumere 
Chinaza Goodness



police, rather called a 
s u s p e c t e d  n o t o r i o u s 
terrorist commander and 
handed over the recovered 
AK-47 rifle to him.

Following this,  the 
terrorists '  gang leader 
Hamisu, mobilized his 
gang,  sur rounded the 

T h e  L a g o s 
D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  
Public Prosecution 

(DPP) on Sunday said it 
would soon arraign one Dr 
Femi Olaleye, the Medical 
D i r e c t o r  o f  O p t i m a l 
Cancer Care Foundation, 
for the alleged defilement 
of  a 16-year-old girl.

DPP stated this in a 
letter of  notification issued 
by i ts  Pr incipal  State 

Th e  Ke b b i  S t a t e 
Police Command 
said it has arrested 

two men for allegedly 
raping two minors in the 
Danko/Wasagu and Augie 
local government areas of  
the state.

I n  a  s t a t e m e n t  o n 
Sunday, the command's 
Public Relations Officer 
s a i d  t h e  s t a t e 
Commissioner of  Police, 
C P  A h m e d  M a g a j i -
Ko n t a g o r a ,  s a i d  o n e 
Christopher Pills, 30 years 
old, who lived in Bena town 
in Danko/Wasagu LGA of  

S
adiya, a middle-aged 
housewife, who was 
detained and starved 

for a year by her husband in 
Nguru, Yobe State has 
reportedly died in hospital.

According to reports, 
Sadiya died on Saturday in 
Kano, while receiving 
medical attention at Aminu 
Kano Teaching Hospital.

A mother of  four, Sadiya 
was rescued by her mother 
Hadiza after she suspected 
foul play whenever she tried 
to reach her daughter on 
phone.

Recall that, Yobe State 
Police Command while 
acting on the warrant issued 
b y  N g u r u  S e n i o r 
Magistrate Court, had 
confirmed the arrest of  
Sadiya's husband, Ibrahim 
Yunusa, over the alleged 
detaining and starving of  

he Katsina Police TC o m m a n d  o n 
Saturday confirmed 

the fine of  10million naira 
i m p o s e d  o n  t h e 
communities for killing a 
bandit operating in their 
community.

The Public Relations 
Officer of  the command, 
SP Gambo Isah,  who 
c o n f i r m e d  t h e  l e v y 
i m p o s e d  o n  t h e 
communities by bandits for 
k i l l i n g  o n e  o f  t h e i r 
members, operating in the 

Maryam Habibu, 
an 18-year-old 
housewife, has 

been arrested by the police 
i n  K a t s i n a  S t a t e  f o r 
allegedly drowning her 
four-year-old stepson in a 
well in the Kafur Local 
Government Area of  the 
state.

Habibu, who is from 
Leko village in the Danja 
Local Government Area 
was, alongside 11 other 

O
peratives of  the So-
S a f e  C o r p s  i n 
Ogun State have 

arrested a 25-year-old man, 
Abdulrasheed Yinusa for 
a l l e g e d l y  s t e a l i n g  a 
motorcycle,  otherwise 
known as okada.

Yinusa, a resident of  
Ifetedo, Ogosa, Ajegunle in 
Ipokia Local Government 
Area of  Ogun, was said to 
have stolen the red Bajaj 
motorbike, marked AAA 
648 QL, within the same 
Ogosa.

village, brought out the 
farmer and killed him 
instantly, while placing a 10 
million naira ransom on 
the community for killing 
one of  their members.

The statement further 
a d d e d  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e 
incident, the said Ward 

Council, Mr Oluwagbenga 
Alagbe and made available 
to newsmen in Lagos.

According to the letter, 
the arraignment would 
come up on Monday, Nov. 
21 before Justice Ramon 
Oshodi  of  the Sexual 
Offences and Domestic 
Violence Court in Ikeja.

“Olaleye will be facing 
a  t w o - c o u n t  c h a r g e 
bordering on defilement 
and sexual  assault  by 

the state, allegedly raped a 
nine-year-old girl

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
statement, CP Magaji-
Kontagora, who assured 
that the suspect would be 
charged in court as soon as 
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s 
completed, noted that the 
victim's father reported the 
suspect to the police, which 
led to his arrest.

According to him, the 
police had also arrested one 
Anas Dantall i ,  19,  of  
Nawada Illela Kwaido in 
Augie LGA, for allegedly 
raping a young girl

his wife.
“The motive of  this act is 

not known, but police have 
a r r e s t e d  M r  I b r a h i m 
Yunusa and handed him 
over to the magistrate 
c o u r t ,”  D S P  D u n g u s 
confirmed.

forest areas of  Faskari 
Local Government Area of  
Katsina State, said the 
Ward Head (Maiunguwa) 
of  the area, a 50-year-old 
Surajo Madawaki has been 
arrested for conspiracy 
over the development.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
statement, it received a 
distress call on October 19 
at about 9:00 am, that a 35-
year-old Yahaya Danbai of  
G o b i r aw a  v i l l a g e  i n 
Faskari Local Government 
Area of  Katsina State, was 

suspects held for various 
offences, ranging from 
banditry, kidnapping to 
cattle rustling, paraded on 
Fr i d ay  a t  t h e  Po l i c e 
Command Headquarters, 
Katsina.

SP Gambo Isah, the 
command's spokesman, 
while briefing newsmen 
d u r i n g  t h e  p a r a d e , 
explained that the teenage 
housewife was arrested on 
November 9, 2022.

He further explained 
that she allegedly lured the 

A statement from the 
o f f i c e  o f  t h e  S t a t e 
Commander of  the So-Safe 
Corps, Mr Soji Ganzallo, 
said that the motorbike was 
reported stolen in Ipokia 
Area Command of  the 
corps on November 16, 
2022.

Ganzallo noted that the 
special team of  the corps in 
the Area Command was 
immediately ordered to 
step into the matter and 
ensure the culprit was 
brought to book.

According to him, after 
frantic efforts of  the corps, 

Head, Surajo Madawaki 
went into hiding, until he 
was eventually arrested by 
a team of  policemen and 
has since confessed to the 
offence, adding that the 
Maiunguwa, however, 
denied all the allegations 
against.

penetra t ion.  He must 
a p p e a r  b e f o r e  t h e 
Honourable Court and also 
make provision for a legal 
practitioner of  his choice,” 
Alagbe said.

The DPP's Principal 
State Council also revealed 
that a copy of  information 
p a p e r s  a n d  p r o o f  o f  
evidence were attached to 
t h e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  
arraignment already issued 
to the accused.

The CP said that the 
victim's father, Mr Rugga 
Aliyu of  Mashekari Illela 
Kwaido,  Augie  LGA, 
reported at the Divisional 
Po l i c e  H e a d q u a r t e r s, 
Augie, that, the suspect, 
Danta l l i ,  pursued his 
daughters while they were 

rearing goats and sheep in 
the bush.

He said following this, 
the suspect had carnal 
knowledge of  the girl, 
adding that the suspect 
would be charged to court 
as soon as investigations 
were completed.

Following this trending 
i n c i d e n t  o f  i n h u m a n 
treatment of  the victim, it 
was learnt that a coalition 
of  56 women and children 
r i g h t s  a c t i v i s t s  h ave 
mobilized resources to 
pursue the case until justice 
is served to the victim.

attacked by a suspected 
terrorist with AK-47 rifle 
while  working on his 
farmland at the outskirt of  
the village.

He said the farmer 
summoned courage and 
overpowered his assailant, 
disarmed him and killed 
the terrorist.

He said after killing the 
b a n d i t ,  h e  t o o k  t h e 
recovered AK-47 rifle to 
the house of  his Ward 
Head, who, instead of  
reporting the matter to the 

boy out and threw him 
inside a well.

According to the PPRO, 
Habibu and the victim's 
father were an estranged 
couple.

Habibu, who spoke to 
n e w s m e n  i n  H a u s a , 
admitted to the crime, 
saying it was destiny at play.

According to her, “It's 
true I threw the boy inside 
the well where he died but it 
has been destined that he 
would die on that day. That 
is why he died.”

the stolen motorbike was 
traced to Atan-Iju in Ado-
O d o / O t a  L o c a l 
Government, where the 
suspect was arrested with 
the stolen motorbike.

“After interrogation, 
the suspect  confessed 
without torture that he 
c o m m i t t e d  t h e  a c t 
i n t e n t i o n a l l y , ”  t h e 
Commander said.

He added that  the 
recovered motorbike had 
been transfered to the 
I p o k i a  D i v i s i o n a l 
H e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e 
Nigeria Police Force for 
further investigation and 
likely prosecution of  the 
suspect.
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Lagos govt arraigns medical director
for allegedly defiling girl, 16

Teenage housewife throws stepson
inside well 

Woman detained, starved by husband
dies in hospital

Ogun: So-Safe arrests man for stealing
motorbike

Police arrest two suspected rapists

Terrorists impose N10m fine on communities for killing their member



The Independent  
S h a r e h o l d e r s  
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  

Nigeria has kicked against 
the  Centra l  Bank of  
Nigeria's imposition of  0.5 
per cent levy on commercial 
banks to fund the Asset 
Management Corporation 

ight oil drilling rigs Eoperated in Nigeria 
i n  O c t o b e r  a s 

a g a i n s t  s e ve n  i n  t h e 
p r e v i o u s  m o n t h ,  t h e 
Organisation of  Petroleum 
Exporting Countries has 
stated. 

In  i t s  l a t e s t  OPEC 
Monthly Oil Market Report 
for November 2022, the 
organisation stated that an 
increased rig count was 
recorded in Nigeria in 
October. 

It, however, noted that 
this came as oil-producing 
nations witnessed lower 
official selling prices and 
weaker crude differentials 
for some grades, which 
resulted in lower OPEC 
Reference Basket values in 
October. 

of  Nigeria. 
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

shareholders, AMCON 
h a d  n o w  r e c e i v e d  
N453.47bn as levies from 
commercial banks between 
2020 and the first quarter of  
2022. 

The shareholders said 

Data from the global oil 
cartel showed that the ORB 
fell by $1.70 month-on-
month, or 1.8 per cent, to 
stand at $93.62/barrel.

“On a yearly average, the 
ORB was up by $34.80, or 
5 0 . 9  p e r  c e n t ,  f r o m 
$68.33/barrel in 2021, to 
average $103.13/barrel so 
far this year,” OPEC stated 
in its report. 

On the functional oil 
drilling rigs in Nigeria, 
OPEC stated that eight of  
the  f ac i l i t i e s  were  in 
operation last month, as 
against seven that operated 
in September. 

The addition in Nigeria's 
functional rig in October 
paid out, in terms of  the 
country's oil output last 
month, when compared to 
wha t  ob ta ined  in  the 
preceding months.

the corporation received 
N146.9 billion in 2020, 
N180.67 billion in 2021, 
and N125.9 billion in the 
first quarter of  2022 as 
levies from commercial 
banks, noting that these 
were deductions from the 
imposition of  0.5 per cent 

Nige r ia ' s  c r ude  o i l 
production rose above one 
million barrels per day in 
October 2022, which was 
the first time since July this 
year, according to figures 
f r o m  t h e  N i g e r i a n 
U p s t r e a m  Pe t r o l e u m 
Regulatory Commission. 

O i l  p r o d u c t i o n  i n 
Nigeria kept crashing since 
last year due to massive 
theft in the Niger Delta, 
leading to humongous 
financial losses for the 
country and the exit of  
some international oil 
companies. 

It crashed below one 

million barrels per day in 

August and September 

2022, which were the worst 

oil production outputs from 

Nigeria in years.

charges on banks' total 
assets on and off-balance 
sheet imposed on banks. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
shareholders, these levies 
by AMCON were harming 
the returns on investments 
of  the commercial banks in 
the country.

The association made 
their displeasure known at a 
press conference, organised 
by  ISAN to  addres s  
concerns of  minority 
s h a r e h o l d e r s  o n  t h e  
sustained depressed returns 
on investments and the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria's 
faulty Interpretation of  
Insider Credits in Banks. 

S p e a k i n g  f o r  t h e  
members of  ISAN, the 
Coordinator Emeritus of  
the association, Sunny 
N w o s u ,  s a i d  t h e  
a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  e a r l i e r  
concerns and fears over the 
creation of  AMCON had 
a l r e a d y  e m e r g e d  a s  
demonstrated in its inability 
to put the debt recovery 
issue to rest. 

h e  e n d l e s s Tdepreciation of  the 
naira and the rising 

in f l a t ion  have  e roded 
Nigerian workers' N24.88tn 
salary received in the first six 
months of  2022. 

The salaries of  workers 
in the Nigerian formal 
sec tor  inc reased  f rom 
N21.80tn in the first six 
months of  2021 to N24.88tn 
in the corresponding period 
of  2022. 

T h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  a 
N3.08tn increase within the 
period. But when adjusted 
for inflation, the National 
Bureau of  Statistics recent 
d a t a  o n  e m p l o y e e s ' 
compensation revealed that 
there was only a N550.97bn 
increase. 

This means that not 
on ly  was  the  N3.08tn 
increase in salary eroded, 
the total salary of  nearly 
N25tn also depreciated.

A further dive into the 
data revealed that  the 
compensation of  employees 
at 2010 purchaser's value 
was N10.71tn in the first six 
months of  2021, which 
marginally increased to 
N 1 1 . 2 6 t n  i n  t h e 
corresponding period of  
2022. 

E x p l a i n i n g 
c o m p e n s a t i o n  o f  
employees, the NBS said, 
“This consists of  the total 

he United States Tgover nment has 
committed $200m 

to women empowerment 
and equality programmes 
in Nigeria. 

S p e a k i n g  a t  t h e 
Gender and Inclusion 
Summit 2022 organised by 
the Policy Innovation 
C e n t r e ,  w h i c h  i s  a 
brainchild of  the Nigerian 
Economic Summit Group 
in Abuja, US Ambassador 
to Nigeria, Mary Leonard, 
said much of  the funding 
was targeted at addressing 
women-related issues and 
empowering Niger ian 
women. 

She said nations with 
gender equality had higher 
economic  p rosper i ty, 
noting that “the United 
States is committed to 
p r o m o t i n g  w o m e n 
empowerment in Nigeria.” 

On his part, the World 
Bank Country Director for 
N i g e r i a ,  S h u b h a m 
Chaudhur i ,  sa id  tha t 
Nigeria's plan to lift 100 
million people out of  
p o v e r t y  w o u l d  b e 
impossible without women 

Recall that AMCON 
was created in 2010 by the 
Fe d e r a l  G ove r n m e n t  
through the Central Bank 
of  Nigeria to take over the 
non-performing loans in the 
banking sector.

However, shareholders 
have been concerned about 
the sustained depressed 
returns on investments and 
the  Centra l  Bank of  
N i g e r i a ' s  f a u l t y  
interpretation of  Insider 
credits in banks. 

They c la imed that  
despite the creation of  the 
corporation as the Federal 
G o v e r n m e n t ' s  d e b t  
recovery agency, it had 
recovered only a paltry 
N1.4 trillion since its 
inception. 

According to them, 
“The available data showed 
that non-performing loans 
across the financial sector 
have again increased by 
more than 150 percent. 

 “At the commencement 
of  its operations, the agency 
purchased 12,743 non-

remuneration of  employees 
i n  t h e  f o r m a l  s e c t o r, 
including both wages and 
salaries, and benefits in kind 
(such as pensions).” 

It added, “In Q1 and Q2 
2022, compensation of  
employees grew by 6.48 per 
cent and 3.93 per cent 
respectively in real terms 
year on year.

“These growth rates 
were lower than Q1 2021 
and Q2 2021 rates recorded 
at 9.26 per cent and 19.44 
per cent respectively. On a 
quarter-on-quarter basis, the 
compensation of  employees 
in real terms, fell by 13.25 
per cent in Q1 and grew by 
7.22 per cent in Q2 2022. 

“In nominal terms, 
compensation of  employees 
grew by 14.30 per cent and 
13.95 per cent in Q1 and Q2 
2022 respectively.  The 
nominal quarter-on-quarter 
growth rates of  -6.86 per 
cent in Q1 2022 and 8.09 per 
cent  in  Q2 2022 were 
recorded, higher than -8.33 
per cent in Q1 2021 and 
lower than 8.42 per cent in 
Q2 2021.” 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
International Monetary 
Fund, the naira had been 
losing 10.6 per cent of  its 
value annually since 1973. 
One dollar was about N535 
at the parallel market (the 
nation's most accessible 
market for the dollar) as of  

empowerment.
Chaudhuri said, “In 

Nigeria, the goal is to lift a 
100 million Nigerians out 
of  poverty. It is simple fact 
that without full economic 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d 
empowerment of  women 
and girls, Nigeria will not 
attain that goal.” 

He stressed the need 
for the government to 
partner with communities 
and pr ivate  sector  to 
empower girls and women. 

Also, during the panel, 
the Minister of  Finance, 
Budget  and  Nat iona l 
P lann ing,  Dr  Za inab 
Ahmed, said that the 
Federal Government was 
making effort to driving 
gender inclusion in the 
f e d e r a l  b u d g e t s  a n d 
projects.

She noted that women 
h a d  b e e n  t h e  m a j o r 
b e n e f i c i a r i e s  o f  t h e 
government's cash transfer 
programme for poor and 
vulnerable Nigerians. 

Chairman of  NESG, 
Niyi  Yusuf,  ci ted the 
G l o b a l  G e n d e r  G a p 
Report 2022 which showed 

performing loans or eligible 
bank assets (EBAS) valued 
at N3.8 trillion from 22 
e l i g i b l e  f i n a n c i a l  
institutions (EFIS) for N1.8 
trillion. 

“ E q u a l l y ,  t h e  
corporation earned about 
N327.6 billion from 0.5 per 
cent charges on banks' total 
assets on and off-balance 
sheet items imposed on 
nine banks between 2020 
and 2021. 

“As part of  the quick 
intervention in the banking 
sector's bad debts by CBN 
through AMCON, the debt 
recovery agency equally 
received N125.9 billion 
from 12 commercial banks 
listed on the Nigerian 
Exchange as part of  the 
Sector's resolution funds in 
the first quarter of  2022. 

“In the same period, 
AMCON bank charges 
increased by 29.5 per cent 
from N97.18 billion paid in 
the corresponding period of  
2021 to N125.9 billion in 
the first quarter of  2022.”

November 2021, but it has 
since increased to over N750 
in November 2022. 

In its October inflation 
update, the NBS disclosed 
t h a t  t h e  p e r s i s t e n t 
depreciation of  the naira 
had resulted in an increase 
in import costs. Nigeria is an 
import-dependent country, 
and according to experts, 
this will only continue to 
erode the purchasing value 
of  the naira, leading to 
n e g l i g i b l e  r e a l - t i m e 
i n c r e a s e s  i n  p e r s o n a l 
income. 

According to the World 
Bank, the devaluation of  
currencies like the naira was 
driving up food and fuel 
prices and could worsen 
food and energy crises. 

The Director of  the 
World Bank's Prospects 
Group and EFI  Chief  
Economist, Ayhan Kose, 
said, “The combination of  
elevated commodity prices 
and persistent currency 
depreciations translate into 
higher inflation in many 
countries.” 

T h e  W o r l d  B a n k 
expec t s  s even  mi l l ion 
Niger ians  to  fa l l  in to 
poverty because of  high 
inflation rates in 2021. 
Sixty-three per cent of  
N i g e r i a n s  a r e  m u l t i -
d i m e n s i o n a l l y  p o o r , 
according to the NBS data 
released over the weekend

that gender equality was far 
from being realised, 

“It will take another 
132 years to close the 
global gender gap.  The 
pandemic has done more 
than open our eyes to the 
economic vulnerability of  
our nations. It also opened 
our eyes to the plights 
w o m e n  a n d  o t h e r 
marginalized groups face,” 
h e  s a i d ,  n o t i n g  t h a t 
statistics showed that the 
p a n d e m i c  h a d 
d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y 
impacted women and 
other marginalised groups. 

The NESG chairman 
said responsibility was on 
everyone to pursue this 
fundamental call to human 
rights, which was a mission 
to save everybody from 
wealth loss. 

“ O n  E d u c a t i o n a l 
A t t a i n m e n t ,  N i g e r i a 
records higher levels of  
p a r i t y  i n  s e c o n d a r y 
education and tertiary 
education enrolments. 
However, both shares of  
m e n  a n d  w o m e n  i n 
secondary education in 
2022 were lower than in 
2021, while both increased 
in tertiary education.” 
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Shareholders fault CBN's N453bn levy on banks 

Nigeria reports eight oil rigs in October
–OPEC 

US invests $200m in women empowerment,
equality projects 

Naira depreciation, inflation erode
workers' N25tn salaries 
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osts Qatar will lock Hhorns with Ecuador in 
the first match of  the 

2022 World Cup at the Al Bayt 
Stadium on Sunday (today). 

Ever  s ince  Germany 
2006, Cristiano Ronaldo and 
Lionel Messi, the standout 
players of  their generation, have 
been the undisputed poster boys 
for all the tournaments that 
have followed. 

If  things both go to plan 
for Portugal and Argentina, the 
two legendary rivals could meet 
in the Qatar final in December. 

Yet Brazil will be among 
the sides looking to put a stop to 
that, with 30-year-old Neymar 
out to make up for lost time in 
what will be his third World 
Cup tournament.

The three players have 
widely been touted as the best of  
their generations and have 
achieved great success in their 
club careers at all conceivable 
level but none have won at the 
biggest stage in world football. 

Ronaldo's World Cup 
record 

Appearances: 17 Wins: 7 
Goals: 7 Assists: 2 Man of  the 
Match: 6 Best finish: Semi-

ollowing is a list of  Fplayers who have been 
ruled out or are doubtful 

through injury for the soccer 
World Cup, which runs from 
Sunday through December 18.

PAUL POGBA (FRANCE)
Pogba injured his knee in 

pre-season and underwent 
surgery in September to repair a 
damaged meniscus.

The 29-year-old resumed 
training, but on October 31 his 
agent said the midfielder would 
not return to action for Juventus 
or world champions France 
before the World Cup.

N ' G O L O  K A N T E 
(FRANCE)

The Chelsea midfielder 
suf fered a  setback in his 
rehabilitation from a hamstring 
injury that has restricted him to 
two league appearances this 
season. He will be sidelined for 
four months after undergoing 
surgery.

G E O R G I N I O 

(PORTUGAL)
T h e  2 2 - y e a r - o l d 

Wolverhampton Wanderers 
winger will undergo surgery on 
an ankle injury sustained 
against West Ham United in 
October.

BOUBACAR KAMARA 
(FRANCE)

The Aston Villa midfielder 
suffered a knee ligament injury 
in September that will keep him 
out until after the World Cup.

A R T H U R  M E L O 
(BRAZIL)

L i v e r p o o l ' s  o n - l o a n 
midfielder picked up a muscle 
injury in the build-up to a 
Champions League clash with 
Rangers in October.

S C O T T  K E N N E D Y 
(CANADA)

The 25-year-old defender 
sustained a freak shoulder 
injury at the end of  October 
while playing for SSV Jahn 
Regensburg in the German 
second division.

J E S U S  ' T E C AT I T O ' 
CORONA (MEXICO)

The Sevilla winger suffered a 
fracture on his left ankle while 
he was training with the LaLiga 

finals 2006, 4th
Ronaldo has won both 

Euro  2016  and the  2019 
Nations League with Portgual, 
but the World Cup has eluded 
him in his four attempts. 

He made his World Cup 
debut in 2006 at the age of  21 
and scored once against Iran as 
his country reached the semi-
finals, ultimately finishing 
fourth losing 3-1 in the third-
place match to Germany. 

His follow-up appearance 
in South Africa four years was 
even worse, with just one goal in 
four games – an 87th-minute 
strike in a 7-0 win over minnows 
North Korea – before a round of  
16 1-0 defeat to eventual 
winners Spain. 

Ronaldo looked to turn 
the tide at Brazil 2014 as the 
reigning Ballon d'Or holder and 
a Champions League winner 
with Real Madrid but struggling 
for fitness, the then-29-year-old 
only managed one goal and was 
powerless to prevent a group-
stage exit for Portugal; their 
poorest run since he joined the 
team. 

Russia 2018 was much 
more impressive from Ronaldo 

W I J N A L D U M 
(NETHERLANDS)

A S  R o m a  m i d f i e l d e r 
Wijnaldum fractured his leg in 
August, ruling him out of  the 
World Cup.

F L O R I A N  W I R T Z 
(GERMANY)

Bayer Leverkusen's Wirtz 
played four times for Germany 
in 2021, but has not made any 
appearances for club or country 
since injuring his knee in 
March.

M I K E  M A I G N A N 
(FRANCE)

AC Milan keeper Maignan, 
who has made four appearances 
for France, was left out of  their 
squad for the World Cup 
because of  a calf  injury.

MIKEL OYARZABAL 
(SPAIN)

Real Sociedad forward 
Oyarzabal ruptured his anterior 
cr ucia te  l igament  dur ing 
training in March and was 
unable to recover in time to 

club in August and underwent 
surgery.

GIOVANI LO CELSO 
(ARGENTINA)

The midfielder picked up a 
hamstring injury while playing 
for Villarreal. Argentina coach 
Lionel Scaloni described him as 
being “irreplaceable” when 
naming his squad.

M A R C O  R E U S 
(GERMANY)

The Borussia Dortmund 
captain sustained an ankle 
injury and failed to recover fully 
in time. Reus also missed the 
2014 World Cup after getting 
injured on the eve of  Germany's 
departure for Brazil, where they 
won the title.

B E N  C H I L W E L L 
(ENGLAND)

Left back Ben Chilwell 
pulled up with a hamstring 
injury during added time in 
Chelsea's Champions League 
win over Dinamo Zagreb and 
said days later he had suffered 
“significant damage” that 
would rule him out of  the 
World Cup.

PRESNEL KIMPEMBE 
(FRANCE)

though,  as  he more than 
doubled his overall goal tally at 
the World Cup. 

He scored four times in 
the competition including a 
fantastic hat-trick against Spain 
to secure a 3-3 draw but again 
Portugal crashed out at the last-
16 stage with a 2-1 loss to 
Uruguay. 

M e s s i ' s  Wo r l d  C u p 
record

As a resul t ,  Neymar 
missed Brazil's 7-1 loss to 
Germany in the last four, with 
Brazil also suffering a 3-0 defeat 
to the Netherlands in his 
absence in the third-place 
playoff. 

F o l l o w i n g  t h a t 
disappointing end to the 2014 
World Cup, Neymar came into 
Russia four years later with a 
point to prove. 

But he was rushing back 
from a long term injury lay off  
and only managed one goal in 
Brazil's three group games in 
the 2018 edition. 

Neymar looked to be 
finding his form in a 2-0 win 
over Mexico in the Round of  16 
after he opened the scoring then 
created the chance for the 

make Spain's World Cup squad.
T I M O  W E R N E R 

(GERMANY)
The RB Leipzig forward, 26, 

sustained an ankle injury during 
their 4-0 Champions League 
victory over Shakhtar Donetsk 
at the start of  November and 
will be sidelined for the rest of  
2022.

R E E C E  J A M E S 
(ENGLAND)

The 22-year-old right back 
injured his knee in Chelsea's 
Champions League c lash 
against AC Milan in October 
and said he will not be a part of  
the England team.

D I O G O  J O T A 
(PORTUGAL)

The Liverpool forward will 
miss the tournament due to a 
calf  injury sustained in their 
victory over Manchester City, 
but the Premier League club's 
manager Jurgen Klopp said that 
he would not require surgery.

P E D R O  N E T O 

The Paris St Germain centre 
back ruled himself  out because 
of  a hamstring injury.

Y U T A  N A K AY A M A 
(JAPAN)

The defender will miss the 
World Cup after being ruled out 
for the rest of  the season due to 
an Achilles injury.

A M I N E  H A R I T 
(MOROCCO)

Morocco's Olympique de 
Marseille forward Amine Harit 
sustained a knee injury during a 
Ligue 1 match against AS 
Monaco, ruling him out of  the 
tournament.

S A D I O  M A N E 
(SENEGAL)

Sadio Mane was named in 
Senegal's squad for the World 
Cup despite suffering an injury 
playing for Bayern Munich, but 
has been ruled out of  the 
tournament after officials 
confirmed he would need 
surgery on the injury.

K A R I M  B E N Z E M A 
(FRANCE)

Real Madrid striker and 
Ballon d'Or winner Karim 
Benzema was ruled out of  the 
World Cup for France after 
suffering an injury in training 
the day before the start of  the 
tournament.

second but his joy was cut short 
as he failed to prevent Brazil's 
quarter-finals exit to Belgium 
after a 2-1 loss. 

Ronaldo and Messi are 
presented with their last chance 
to lift the Mundial as they will 
be 41 and 39 respectively at the 
next edition of  the tournament. 
H o w e v e r ,  s h o u l d  t h e 
oppor tuni ty  s l ip  through 
Neymar's fingers yet again, he 
will still be younger than Messi 
is now by 2026 and could go for 
one last attempt. 

Messi Argentina will kick-
start their campaign against 
Saudi Arabia on Tuesday, 
November 22 while Ronaldo's 
Portugal will face-off  against 
the Black Stars of  Ghana on 
November 24 and three hours 
later, Neymar's Brazil will line-
up against Serbia. 

Ronaldo and Messi are 
not the only familiar faces set 
for a World Cup farewell. At the 
age of  39, Brazil's Dani Alves 
and Portugal's Pepe will surely 
grace the tournament for the 
final time, as will 38-year-old 
Thiago Silva, 37-year-old Luka 
Modric, 36-year-old Manuel 
Neuer and Olivier Giroud, and 
Luis Suarez, Edinson Cavani 
and Hugo Lloris, who are all 35.

SPORTS
Messi, Neymar, Ronaldo W'Cup quest begins in Qatar 

Major star players missing from
the world cup tournament

Lagos govt arraigns medical
director for allegedly defiling
girl, 16
Teenage housewife throws
stepson inside well 


