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News

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia 

A 
tricycle (Keke) rider, 
Mr Chimbo Ikechuk-
wu has returned a 

bag containing a huge sum of  
money to a passenger he car-
ried in Umuahia , Abia State .

Chimbo, who hails from 
Bende LGA, returned the bag 
which also contained docu-
ments and other important 
documents to the owner who 
forgot it on transit, through 
Vision Africa Radio station. 
For this exemplary conduct, 
the Keke man has been hon-
oured by Vision Africa Radio 
station.

Receiving the award at Mi-

Keke NAPEP rider honoured for
returning lost money to passenger 

chael Okpara Auditorium 
during Vision Africa’s 25th 
Anniversary, Chimbo ex-
plained that he returned the 
heavy money to its owner 
based on his Christian faith 
and good parental upbring-
ing which is against theft of  
any kind.

He noted that despite the 
poor economic situation in 
the country, he would not 
involve himself  in crime or 
ungodly behavior, noting that 
God would always provide 
for him and uplift him.

Chimbo also challenged 
leaders in the country to rule 
with the fear of  God, and 
praised Vision Africa for hon-
ouring him.

He also rejected the tag of  
“Mugu” which some persons 
gave him for returning the 
money, saying he would still 
do the same thing again if  
the opportunity comes. Sim-
ilarly, a female Police officer, 
Mrs Joy Nwogu was honored 
during the occasion for her 
dedication to duty in her job 
as a traffic controller at Bende 
road Police junction Umua-
hia.

Nwogu was described by 
the organisers, as a good 
model in Nigeria Police Force 
who dies not demand bribe 
from motorists.

The radio station therefore 
urged other Police officers to 
emulate her exemplary con-

ducts. Owners of  two moth-
erless babies’ homes were 
also honoured by the station 
for saving the lives of  babies.

In his address during the 
event , the Founder and Pres-

ident of  Vision Africa ,Bishop  
Sunday Onuoha regretted 
that good characters were on 
steady decline in Nigeria so-
ciety but expressed the con-
solation that some good men 

and women still exist in the 
nation.

Bishop Onuoha promised 
that his radio station would 
continue to identify and hon-
our true heroes in the Nigeri-
an society.

Anambra Senator flags off construction of Science
and Technology Laboratory in Awka-Etiti
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

I
n accordance to her 
commitment towards 
deliberate infrastructur-

al development, the senator 
representing Anambra Cen-
tral Senatorial District, Uche 
Ekwunife, PhD, has flagged 
off  the construction of  Mod-
el Basic Science and Technol-
ogy Laboratory in Girls Sec-
ondary School, Awka-Etiti 
in Idemili South LGA, An-
ambra state.

The facility which is one of  
the numerous newly attract-

ed projects will, upon its com-
pletion, be a state-of-the-art 
laboratory and create an ef-
fective learning environment 
for students’ with special in-
terest in science to meet 21st 
century scientific knowledge.

Speaking, the tradition-
al ruler of  the community, 
HRH Igwe Engr. Michael 
Ezeudenna extolled Ek-
wunife for choosing to site 
the gigantic infrastructure in 
his community, adding that 
he has been abreast that the 
facility will be one of  the big-
gest in the entire South East, 
when completed.

Reconstruction of Ihitte, Umuodu, Achi 
Mbieri road ’ll improve economy, 
relaxation - Nlemigbo
By Ikenna Orioha

T
he former State Care-
taker Committee 
Chairman of  the 

All Progressives Congress 
(APC), Prince Marcillinus 
Nlemigbo (Esq), says the re-
construction of  Ihitte, Umu-
odu, Amaulo, Achi and 
Umudagwu College Mbieri 
Roads will improve econo-
my, peace, security and relax-
ation in the area. 

Nlemigbo stated this dur-
ing the Flagg Off  ceremony 
of  these roads last week at 
the areas.

The APC Mbaitoli Apex 
Leader said Governor Hope 
Uzodimma has done noble 
by rewarding the road project 
whish he said was done about 
15 to 20 years ago to PAZIM 
Engineering Limited/Mar-
con Engineering Company 
for reconstruction as to ease 
traffic, encourage commerce 
and industry, farming and so-
cial comfort, saying the feat 
shows that the governor loves 
Mbaitoli.

“Governor Hope Uzodim-
ma is building the roads to 
lessen traffic congestion. He 
will commission the roads 
after its completion. So, we 
thank him. It is a good thing 
that. We will do everything 
to support the 3r led govern-
ment to return the governor, 
vote other candidates from 
Mbaike and Owerri zone to 
consolidate good governance 
which Mbaike are major ben-
eficiaries”.

Adding that the roads will 
add values to the welfare and 
security of  the area, Commis-
sioner for Lands, Barr. Kezie 
Ogaziechi, Presidents Gener-
al of  Ihitte Mbieri, Chief  Chi-
ma Ahanotu, Coordinator of  
Mbaitoli East  LGA Devel-
opment Center, Hon. Ugon-
na Achiko, Chief  Sara Ogu 
and Barr. Chibuzor Ugorji, 
thanked the state government 
for remembering them.

They affirmed their solid 
support for the Governor and 
other candidates of  the APC 
at the area to win the forth-
coming election.

Bloody Saturday in Anambra as 2 
soldiers, 4 gunmen die in gun duel
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

F
our gunmen were killed 
at Isuofia community 
in Aguata local govern-

ment area of  Anambra state 
by the Joint Task Force on Se-
curity in the area. News Echo  
gathered that trouble start-
ed Saturday morning when 
the gunmen on a Venza car 
stormed the military check-
point at Isuofia and attacked 
the soldiers at their duty post 

The gunmen fired indis-
criminately and their bullets 
hit some of  the soldiers and 
it is being feared that two 
soldiers died in the process 
though another angle said that 
one soldier was killed and two 
others sustained various de-
grees of  injuries.

Based on security alert, the 
Joint Task Force made a swift 
response and engaged the 
gunmen on a gun fight which 

led to the killing of  four of  the 
hang members. Recall that 
two days ago unknown gun-
men stormed Ufuma - Ezira 
area in Orumba South local 
government area and robbed 
a billion van and allegedly kill-
ing three persons which is yet 
to be confirmed by the police.

Confirming the Isuofia in-
cident the Police Public Rela-
tions Officer DSP Tochukwu 
Ikenga said that the situation 
has been brought under con-
trol.

“The situation is under con-
trol, meanwhile four of  the 
criminal elements were neu-
tralized and police/military 
patrols have been intensified 
in the area”.  

“The joint task force also 
recovered some of  their oper-
ational vehicles which include 
Venza jeep and others.” “Fur-
ther details shall be commu-
nicated please as operation is 
still ongoing,” he said. 

Also reacting to the inci-
dent the State Commission-
er for Information Mr Paul 
Nwosu described it as part of  
the policy trust of  the Soludo 
administration in ensuring se-
curity of  lives and property in 
the state.

A gang of  gunmen struck 
the Nigerian Army check-
point at Afor-Uzo Junction, 
Isuofia this morning. But un-
fortunately for the hoodlums 
they met their Waterloo.  

Our gallant and alert securi-
ty agents who gave them a hot 
chase immediately returned 
fire and neutralized 4 of  the 
gang members in a fierce ex-
change of  shootings. 

Their Toyota Avenza with 
which they launched the 
deadly operation was recov-
ered. The government of  An-
ambra State wishes to reas-
sure the people of  their safety, 
especially during this yuletide 
season” he said.

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

G
overnor David 
Umahi of  Ebonyi 
state has directed 

that all Civil Servants in the 
State be paid a bonus salary 
of  Fifteen Thousand Naira 
each in addition to their two 
months’ salary paid togeth-
er. The Accountant General 
of  the State, Emeka Nwank-
wo who disclosed this in a 
statement in Abakaliki said 
the governor also directed 

that all Civil Servants should 
be paid their November and 
December salaries together 
before December 10, 2022.

He noted that the gesture 
was to give Civil servants 
enough time and resources 
to plan ahead of  the Christ-
mas and New Year celebra-
tions. Part of  the statement 
reads: 

“In keeping with Ebonyi 
State Government’s social 
contract with our Civil Serv-
ants to ensure that they enjoy 
the holiday season despite 

the late arrival of  FAAC 
allocations to the State in 
recent months, His Excel-
lency the Governor of  Eb-
onyi State, Engr. Chief  Da-
vid Umahi Nweze FNSE, 
FNATE, CON, has direct-
ed that Overdraft facilities 
should be obtained from 
banks and that the State and 
Local Government Areas 
must pay November and 
December Salaries together 
with the Christmas bonus 
of  Fifteen Thousand Naira 
to all Civil Servants by 10th 

December 2022. 
“This is to ensure that our 

Civil Servants have enough 
time to plan their Yuletide 
celebrations while also en-
joying the holiday season.”

“Recall that Governor 
Umahi, in line with his 
avowed commitment to 
the welfare of  workers, has 
always extended these ges-
tures to Civil and Public 
servants in the State every 
year, right from the incep-
tion of  his administration”.  
“These financial benefits are 
always complemented with 
other material gifts such as 
bags of  rice”.

“It is expected that these 
benevolence from the Gov-
ernor would further spur the 
diligence and dedication of  
State Civil and Public serv-
ants to their duties.”
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&

Advertise 
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Praying to God to energize, 
provide and guide those in 
charge of  the road projects 
to be able to finish construc-
tion on time to promote easy 
movement, comfort and re-
laxation, Priest of  St Beniglus 
Catholic Parish Ihitte Mbieri, 
Rev. Fr. Ekeh, urged rulers 
to always rule in the fear of  
God so that the society will be 
good.

Igwe Ezeudenna who was 
represented by the secretary 
of  Igwe-In-Council conveyed 
the appreciation of  the com-
munity to the federal law-
maker and assured of  their 
non-stop support and prayers 
in her political ambitions.

The Principal of  the 
school, Mrs. Okoli Nwam-
aka expressed delight for 
the edifice and counted the 
school lucky to be a benefi-
ciary of  Ekwunife’s magna-
nimity. She recalled that the 
federal lawmaker had built a 
block of  four classrooms for 
an effective learning environ-

ment in the school and looked 
forward to the day of  its com-
missioning.

“I am so excited to have 
this edifice being built in my 
school, I appreciate Ekwunife 
for her superlative representa-
tion and pray earnestly for the 
completion of  the project and 
look forward to the day of  
commissioning of  the com-
pleted classroom block”, she 
noted.

On his part, the PTA Chair-
man, Mr. Ifeanyichukwu 
Okpaleke said that nothing 
as great as the flag off  pro-
ject has been witnessed in 

the community through the 
government, adding that Ek-
wunife has outperformed her 
predecessors in terms of  be-
ing a strong voice on the floor 
of  the senate and attraction 
of  projects to constituents. He 
noted that the laboratory will 
be a pilgrimage for complex 
scientific research upon com-
pletion.

Commenting on the 2023 
general elections, he stated 
that the community remains 
grateful and will react via the 
ballots to reward her excellent 
representation.

Meanwhile, the Chairman 
Senate Committee on Sci-
ence, Technology and Inno-
vation was represented by a 
delegation of  her project team 
led by Mrs. Ify Chinwuko.



News

Soludo tax agents storm school
with police, NSCDC
...Bully pupils, teachers 

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

A
rmed police officers 
and the Nigeria Se-
curity and Civil De-

fence Corps (NSCDC) oper-
atives and revenue agents of  
the Anambra State Govern-
ment have allegedly stormed 
Kings Planet International 
School, Okpuno, in Awka 
South LGA, harassing and 
shoving around the pupils 
and their teachers with guns.

The security agents, ac-
cording to the school man-
agement, accompanied the 
taskforce of  the Anambra 
State Signage and Adver-

tisement Agency (ANSAA) 
who were hunting revenues.

Assistant Manager of  the 
school, Emmanuel Emeka, 
at a press briefing, said that 
the incident happened last 
Friday. 

He narrated that the secu-
rity agents and the ANSAA 
officials moved into their 
crèche and chased out the lit -
tle children at about 12noon 
that fateful day.

Emeka explained that 
ANSAA had slammed 
N100, 000 charge on them 
for four billboards whereas 
they didn’t have such a num-
ber and later increased it to 
N150, 000. 
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“What has happened even 
before now was that they 
came and said that the Kings 
Planet was supposed to pay 
N100,000 for four sign-
boards.

 “Knowing that we didn’t 
have up to four signboards, 
we told them to go and do 
their job well. They now said 
that they will investigate and 
get back to us. 

“We could not even wait. 
The director had to place a 
call to them to find out if  
they had checked. The direc-
tor of  ANSAA told him that 
he would get back to him. 
That was where the whole 
thing was.

 “Everybody was waiting 
to hear from them. All of  a 
sudden, that fateful Friday, 
these men came with some 
police officers and Civil De-
fence operatives claiming 
that they want to enforce 
these things”, he narrated. 

The Assistant Manager 
alleged that the agency later 
agreed that a part of  the bill 
could be paid immediately to 
allow the pupils to remain in 
school. 

He said that he was told to 
make cash withdrawal using 
a Point of  Sale (POS) ma-
chine a policewoman in the 
team came with as a part of  
that payment must be made 

in cash.
“They said that the other 

N50, 000 that was charged 
for not paying on time has to 
be paid in cash. So, the N75, 
000 which is half  of  the 
N150, 000 was split into two. 

“N50,000 was made into 
the government account and 
then N25, 000 was given 
cash for penalty.  We paid 50 
percent of  the revenue and 
penalty charges. 

“There was a police wom-
an among them who had 
a POS machine. She also 
charged N200 for her ser-
vice. When contacted, the 

Hon Chinedu Ogah during the media parly in Abakaliki.

Managing Director/CEO of  
the agency, Odili Ujubuonu, 
denied the allegations. He 
said that the school paid 
N100, 000 into the govern-
ment’s account. 

“Payment is received by 
the AIRS (Anambra State 
Internal Revenue Service). 
ANSAA doesn’t receive pay-
ment. 

“There was no police-
woman in that group. “On 
the issue of  POS, yes, there 
is a government POS they 
go with and the payment 
is made into the POS”, he 
said.

Body of suspected cultists found in Umuahia
community market
From Dan Maduagwu , 
Umuahia 

O
lokoro community 
in Umuahia South 
LGA of  Abia State 

was again thrown into fear 
following the discovery of 
mutilated body of  a man in 
two different areas of  the 
community. 

The body of  the victim was 
identified by some natives as 
Strongman, an alleged cult 
leader in charge of  a group 
operating in the community.

 The upper region of  the 
victim was discovered at a 
corner of  Ahia Ukwu mar-
ket Olokoro, while his legs 
were allegedly discovered at 
Okwu village of  Olokoro. 

It was not known if  he was 
killed by rival cult members 
or any other group, but some 
villagers who spoke on the 
matter under anonymity ,al-

leged that the suspected cult 
kingpin , shortly before his 
death, seized a motorcycle 
belonging to an indigene 
of  Olokoro and demanded 
financial ransom from the 
motorcyclist to have his 
property released to him.

The news of  Strongman’s 
death and the discovery of 
his mutilated body, spread 

apprehension among the vil-
lagers, as they feared that his 
loyalists may come back for 
revenge. 

Traders at corner of  Ahia 
Ukwu market where the 
gory discovery was first 
made closed their businesses 
in fear of  the unknown. 

The community has been 
under the fear of  security 

challenges occasioned by 
disturbances by suspected 
cultists and other criminals. 

Efforts to hear from the 
Police on the matter, was 
unsuccessful as the Police 
Public Relations Officer 
(PPRO) of  Abia State Com-
mand, Geoffrey Ogbonna 
could not pick his phone 
calls.

Acting Chief Judge, Correction
Centre move to decongest Abia 
prisons 
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia 

A
bia State Acting 
Chief  Judge, Justice 
Lillian Agbai has 

assured that the Judiciary 
in the State would ensure 
speedy delivery of  cases in 
the State.

This, she said, would 
enhance a smooth justice 
delivery system as well as 
ensure the decongesting of  
three prisons in the State. 
The Acting CJ gave the as-
surance while receiving in 
her office, the Abia State 
Comptroller of  Nigeria Cor-
rectional Centre, Ulu Kalu .

She observed that a good 
working relationship must 
continue to exist between 
the two government agen-
cies for the peace and securi-
ty of  Abia and the Nigerian 
nation in general.

Justice Agbai promised to 

synergize with the Nigerian 
Correctional Centre in mak-
ing Abia more peaceful and 
safe while commending the 
Comptroller and his men for 
their efforts in securing the 
State .

Earlier in his address dur-
ing his visit, the Abia State 
Comptroller of  Nigeria 
Correctional Centre, Mr 
Ulu Kalu said the visit was 
to map out the best work-
ing strategies with the Abia 
State judiciary.

 He lamented that the is-
sues of  congested rooms 
and delay in Court cases 
were some of  the problems 
challenging his Command 
and pleaded with the Acting 
CJ for immediate and sus-
tained action, while com-
mending Justice Agbai on 
her appointment. There are 
three Correctional Centres 
(Prisons) in Umuahia , Aba 
and Arochukwu.

.

Anambra Transport Chief dies, one 
week after release from kidnappers’ den
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Managing Di-
rector and Chief  
Executive Officer 

of  the Ekwulobia Urban 
Mass Transport Limit-
ed, an Ekwulobia Aguata 
council of  Anambra State-
based Transport Company, 
Chief  Innocent Ezeokafor 
has reportedly died at the 
Nnamdi Azikiwe Teaching 
Hospital, Nnewi shortly af-
ter his release from kidnap-
pers.

The unfortunate incident 
occurred about one week 
after he was set free by 
hoodlums who kidnapped 
him few weeks ago on Oc-
tober 19, 2022. According 

to details from the compa-
ny headquarters at Ekwu-
lobia, Ezeokafor died at the 
intensive care unit of  the 
Nnamdi Azikiwe Universi-
ty Teaching Hospital, Nne-
wi where he was rushed 
to on Saturday when his 
health condition which 
worsened and got compli-
cated while in the kidnap-
pers’ den.

Since his abduction on 
October 19, 2022, he was 
held captive until last week 
after spending 18 days in 
captivity.

His health, according to 
family sources worsened 
while in captivity and de-
veloped into severe com-
plications and eventually 
died.

.Ikpeazu sacks HMB board 
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia 

G
overnor of  Abia 
State, Dr. Okezie 
Victor Ikpeazu has 

approved the immediate dis-
solution of  Hospital Man-
agement Board (HMB).

In a statement signed by 
Barr Chris Ezem, the Secre-
tary to the State government, 

the Governor directed the 
immediate reconstitution of  
a new Hospital Management 
Board executive.

The new board has Dr 
Alison Obinna as its Chief  
Executive while Barr Ama 
Eme is the   Board Chairman 
Other members appointed by 
Ikpeazu are Prince Ekwenye 
Nwanju, Ikechi Edwin Og-
bonna, Mr M. O Ndukwe 

.

and Mrs Joy Izuogu. The new 
board executives and mem-
bers, according to the govern-
ment statement, have been 
directed by the Governor to 
ensure immediate commence-
ment of  biometric verification 
of  all staff. Abia HMB have 
experienced incessant strike, 
protests and other forms of  
industrial crises  by workers 
of  the health establishment 
ranging from unpaid salaries, 
unpaid allowances and other 
emoluments.
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Our Team
t the United Nations Climate 

AChange Conference (COP27) in 
Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt, on 

Friday, President Joe Biden of  the 
United States of America, announced 
over $150 million to accelerate the 
implementation of his Emergency Plan 
f o r  A d a p t a t i o n  a n d  Re s i l i e n c e 
(PREPARE) work across the Africa. 
This is in support of the “Adaptation in 
Africa” initiative he and Egypt's 
Pres ident  Abdel  Fat tah  El -S i s i 
announced in June.

This funding, according to White 
House sources, includes US support for 
expanding access to early-warning 
systems for all of Africa; building the 
capacity of African decision-makers of 
today and tomorrow to accelerate 
adaptation across the continent for years 
to come; supporting locally-led efforts 
to adapt to climate impacts; expanding 
access to risk-based insurance for the 
most vulnerable; mobilising the private 
sector for adaptation and resilience; 
further supporting climate-smart food 
systems in Africa, and advancing 
climate security through Sahel-Climate 
Advocacy and peacebuilding with 
pastoralists.

Regarding better early-warning 
systems, President Biden announced 
new US support to accelerate these 
efforts, including a $13.6 million 
contr ibut ion  to  the  Sys temat ic 
Observations Financing Facility that 
will help fill weather, water, and climate 
observation gaps in Africa.  The United 
States will also invest $15 million to 
support the co-development and 
deployment of early-warning systems in 
Africa, leveraging the U.S. National 
O c e a n i c  a n d  A t m o s p h e r i c 
Administration's  (NOAA) long-
standing relationships with national 
and regional weather services across 
Africa. 

According to the International 
Federation of  Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies, better early-warning 
systems can reduce the number of people 
who need emergency assistance by half 
by 2030.

In mobilising the private sector for 
adaptation and resilience, the US is 
contributing an additional $25 million 
to the African Union's flagship Africa 
Adaptation Initiative (AAI), which is 
hosted by the Egyptian government, to 
l a u n c h  t h e  A A I  Fo o d  S e c u r i t y 
Accelerator, which will dramatically 
speed- and scale-up private sector 
investments in climate resilient food 

security in Africa. 
The US is also launching a 'call to 

action' to the private sector to tap into 
their ability to develop innovative 
adaptation solutions in ways that the 
public sector cannot, providing an 
additional $3.8 million to CRAFT TA 
Facility, and $2 million to launch an 
adaptation window of  the Global 
Innovation Lab for Climate Finance to 
help develop new financial instruments 
and mechanisms to harness private 
investment in adaptation.

The US Sahel-Climate Advocacy and 
Peacebui lding with  Pastoral is ts 
initiative aims to reduce the risk of 
farmer-herder climate change-related 
conflict in communities spanning the 
b o r d e r  o f  N i g e r  a n d  B e n i n  by 
concurrently increasing herders' access 
to political participation in local and 
national government and improving 
herders' and farmers' access to climate 
forecasts of rainfall, droughts, and other 
environmental factors.

President Biden said, “My friends, I 
came to the presidency determined to 
make transformational changes that are 
needed, that America needs to make, 
and we have to do for the rest of the 
wor ld,  to  overcome decades  o f 
opposition and obstacles to progress on 
this issue alone” and “to reestablish the 
United States as a trustworthy and 
credible global leader on climate. As I 
stand here before you, we've taken 
enormous strides to achieve that.

“At this gathering, we must renew 
and raise our climate ambitions. The 
United States is acting. Everyone has to 
act. It's a duty and responsibility of 
global leadership.”

Recall that few days ago at the same 
United Nations Climate Change 
Conference (COP26), the Bill  & 
Melinda Gates Foundation pledged US 
$315 million to the CGIAR global 
agriculture research partnership to help 
hundreds of millions of smallholder 
farmers adapt to a surge of climate 
threats now imperiling the global fight 
against hunger and poverty.

There are 500 million smallholder 
farmers and livestock keepers in low-
income countries—the majority of 
whom are women—facing a rising tide 
of climate threats that impede their 
ability to support their families and 
provide food for billions of consumers. 
Despite the magnitude of the crisis, 
there are few resources available to help 
them adapt.

COP27: Biden announces $150m
to support climate adaptation
in Africa
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o l a  A h m e d  T i n u b u Bemerged the presidential 
candida te  o f  the  Al l 

Progressives Congress in a keenly 
contested presidential primary 
election held recently. He made it 
clear that to become the President 
of  the Federal Republic of  Nigeria 
has been his life-long ambition. He 
publicly declared that it was his 
turn to be President. He so much 
felt that it was his entitlement to be 
President that he openly chided 
the Senate President, Ahmed 
Lawan, for daring to contest 
against him in the presidential 
primary election. He despatched 
Ahmed to lick his wounds after 
trouncing him to the fourth 
position during the primary. It was 
only recently that he declared that 
he has forgiven Yemi Osinbajo, 
the Vice-President of  the Federal 
Republic of  Nigeria, for daring to 
contest with him. I do not know 
when contesting elections has 
become a sin or crime that requires 
forgiveness from a Bola Tinubu.

Unfortunately for Tinubu, the 
surfacing of  his drug dealings in 
the US has put paid to his 
ambition to be President. In 
addition to the incontrovertible 
evidence as stated in the verified 
complaint for forfeiture and the 
af f idavi t  in  suppor t  of  the 
complaint, and the terms of  
forfeiture and compromise made 
by Tinubu in the case, it has been 
put beyond doubt that Tinubu was 
not only a narcotic trafficker and 
money launderer, he was also a tax 
fraudster and a man that is 
incapable of  telling the truth. A lot 
of  his spokespersons have tried to 
do damage control on this matter, 
but as hard as they try, they end up 
exposing Tinubu the more.

Preliminarily, the heading of  
the Court revealed that the case 
was between the United States of  
America as Plaintiff  and the 
Funds in Account 263226700 held 
by First Heritage Bank in the name 
o f  Bo la  T inubu;  Funds  in 
Accounts 39483134, 39483396, 
4 6 5 0 2 7 9 5 6 6 ,  0 0 4 0 0 2 2 0 , 
39936404, 39936383 held by 
Citibank, N. A. in the name of  
Bola Tinubu and Funds in 
Accounts  52050-89451952, 
5 2 0 5 0 - 8 9 4 5 1 9 5 2 ,  5 2 0 5 0 -
89451953 held by Citibank, 
International in the name of  Bola 
Tinubu as Defendants. This again 
puts it beyond doubt that it was 
money gotten by Tinubu through 
criminal activities that are the 
subjects of  litigation by American 
government because nobody can 
move against anybody's money in 
the bank without satisfying a 
Court that they are proceeds of  
crime. A Court must issue an order 
before you can access the details 
of  anybody's account in the bank 
because the bank is under a 
fiduciary duty to its clients of  non-
disclosure without a court order.

This process of  litigation is sui 
generis (of  it's own unique kind) 
w h i c h  e n a b l e s  A m e r i c a n 
government to seize the property 

of  Defendants and compel their 
forfeiture by the Defendants 
through a civil process which can 
be proceeded against without their 
physical presence and at a lower 
cost to America and a higher gain 
to America. Usually, when such 
fraudsters learn that they are 
under investigation for drug and 
other related crimes, they simply 
vanish back to their countries and 
avoid travelling to America and 
this makes criminal proceeding 
against them difficult. Embarking 
on this civil proceeding for 
forfeiture provides opportunity for 
the United States Government to 
achieve the same penalty on the 
defendant through civil process 
which they would have achieved 
through criminal process if  it had 
the criminal in its hands. This is 
why those  c r iminals  avoid 
travelling to America no matter 
how sick. Forfeiture is simply 
defined as the loss or giving up of  
something as a penalty for 
wrongdoing. In law, it means 
losing a right, privilege, or 
property without compensation as 
a consequence of  violating the 
law.

Specifically, the case against 
Tinubu was a forfeiture action 
under the United States laws 
against funds located in the above-
described accounts, which were 
seized pursuant to a court order 
because the defendant funds 
represent proceeds of  narcotics 
trafficking and further represent 
property involved in money 
laundering in violation of  United 
States laws. (Please see paragraphs 
1 – 6 of  the Verified Complaint For 
Forfeiture) as stated by the United 
States Attorney for the Northern 
District of  Illinois, Michael J. 
Shepard. Bola Tinubu was given 
notice to appear and show cause 
why the forfeiture should not be 
decreed (See paragraphs 1 and 2 of  
the United States requests in the 
V e r i f i e d  C o m p l a i n t  F o r 
Forfeiture), but rather than 
appearing to show cause, Tinubu 
accepted legally to forfeit the 
funds, to the tune of $460,000.00, 
and even went further to state in 
writing that he will never sue the 
US Government and all the 
individuals involved in seizing his 
money in the banks, signifying 
unequivocally an admission to all 
the allegations against him.

For the avoidance of  doubt, 
the US Government and Tinubu 
a g r e e d  t o  s e t t l e  a n d  t o 
compromise this case upon terms 
presented to the Court ( See 
paragraph 3 of  the Stipulation and 
Compromise Set t lement  of  
Claims to the Funds held by 
Heritage Bank and Citibank; See 
paragraph f  of  the Decree of  
Forfeiture as to Funds held by 
First Heritage Bank). Pursuant to 
the stipulation for compromise 
settlement, the Court ORDERED 
that the funds in the amount of  
$460,000 in account 263226700 
held by First Heritage Bank in the 
name of  Bola Tinubu represent 
proceeds of  narcotics trafficking 
or were involved in financial 
transactions in violation of  US 

Laws and therefore these funds 
are forfeited to the United States 
pursuant to US Laws; it is further 
ORDERED that First Heritage 
Bank shall issue a check in the 
amount of  $460,000 payable to 
Federal Reserve Bank of  Chicago 
and that these funds shall be 
disposed of  according to law. (See 
paragraph j of  the Decree of  
Forfeiture as to Funds held by 
First Heritage Bank).

It is disheartening that some 
s p o k e s p e r s o n s  o f  t h e  A l l 
Progressives Congress, including 
some Lawyers, and even a Senior 
Advocate of  Nigeria will openly 
lie to Nigerians about Tinubu and 
his drug case in the United States. 
A judgment of  a Court in law 
represents the position of  the law. 
As can be seen above,  the 
judgment of  the Court of  Illinois, 
USA is that Tinubu is a narcotic 
trafficker and a money launderer 
and that was the only basis for an 
order of  forfeiture. Who is that 
Lawyer that will advise his client 
to forfeit a whooping sum of  
$ 4 6 0 , 0 0 0  ( A l m o s t  a b o u t 
N460,000,000.00, as the naira is 
moving close to N1,000 to one $ 
in APC government) in a country 
that upholds the rule of  law like 
America, if  the client wasn't liable 
or guilty as the case may be.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
investigation conducted by the 
United States FBI, IRS DEA etc, 
and more specifically stated by 
Special Agent Kevin Moss in 
paragraphs 11 – 14, 21 of  the 
Affidavit in support of  the 
Verified Complaint for Forfeiture, 
Tinubu was engaged as a narcotic 
white heroin dealer by a powerful 
Nigerian drug baron for various 
d u t i e s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n 

organisation. The drug baron was 
the person that introduced 
Tinubu to First Heritage Bank in 
Illinois, USA, where he opened 
his account with $1,000 in 
December, 1989. Five days after 
opening the account, $80,000 was 
deposited into the account 
through wire transfer from a bank 
in Houston, Texas by the drug 
baron. Millions of  dollars were 
later to be transferred into the 
account in furtherance of  the 
lubrication of  the illicit drug 
trafficking and money laundering 
c r imina l  ac t iv i t i e s  o f  th i s 
d i s t r i bu t ion  ne twork  (See 
paragraphs 22 – 24 of  the 
Affidavit in support of  the 
Verified Complaint for Forfeiture)

A  l o t  o f  u n t r u t h f u l 
spokespersons have stated that 
Tinubu made his money through 
being a Treasurer in Mobil Oil 
Nigeria Ltd. The averments in the 
affidavit proved otherwise. Whilst 
it 's true that Tinubu was a 
Treasurer with Mobil, Tinubu 
stated himself  that his salary in 
Mobil was $2,400 per month and 
that he had no other sources of  
income. (See paragraph 27 of  the 
Affidavit in support of  the 
V e r i f i e d  C o m p l a i n t  f o r 
Forfeiture). Where is the source 
of  the millions of  dollars in his 
account? The source is proved to 
be from narcotic trafficking and 
money laundering. Another lie is 
that it was for the reason of  tax 
fraud, specifically, non-payment 
of  tax that his money was seized. 
Tax fraud wasn't even mentioned 
a s  o n e  o f  t h e  c r i m e s  f o r 
investigation. Tax fraud was 
discovered as an additional 
offence committed by Tinubu 
when he invested money in 

interest yielding deposit accounts 
and failed to file tax returns since 
1984. One can see that the issue of  
failure to file tax returns in 1984 
preceded even the opening of  the 
account for drug trafficking in 
1989 and this lie should be 
disregarded as infanti le by 
Nigerians.

This case also revealed the 
spirit of  dishonesty that resides in 
Bola Tinubu. In paragraphs 40 – 
41 of  the Affidavit in support of  
the Verif ied Complaint for 
Forfeiture, Tinubu admitted on 
January 13, 1992, that the drug 
barons were his associates both in 
Nigeria and the United States of  
America and that the money he 
used to open his account in First 
Heritage Bank was from the drug 
barons. Then he didn't know the 
reasons for the inquiry. When he 
realised the reasons for the injury, 
by January 30-31, 1992, Tinubu 
advised agents investigating the 
matter that he had no business 
a s s o c i a t i o n  o r  f i n a n c i a l 
relationship with the drug barons. 
The investigators categorically 
made it clear that he contradicted 
his earlier information of  January 
13, 1992. He also denied the 
ownership of  some accounts in 
some banks in United States of  
America which was found to be 
false. (See paragraph 47 of  the 
Affidavit in support of  the 
V e r i f i e d  C o m p l a i n t  f o r 
Forfeiture).

The conclusion of  the United 
States Government that Tinubu is 
a  d r u g  t r a f f i c k e r,  m o n e y 
launderer, tax fraudster and a 
dishonest person have also been 
replicated at home through 
complete dishonesty as to his 
ancestral origin, primary school 
and secondary school certificates 
which are hidden in mystery. His 
age declarations which are often 
believed to be contradictory that 
has earned him the famous title of  
Charly Boy's younger brother. His 
health status which has rendered 
him too frail and weak and unfit 
to run for the office of  President. 
In view of  these revealed facts, it is 
now certain that any politician, 
President, both former and 
present, Governor, indeed any 
member of  the Legislature, 
Executive or Judiciary or any 
citizen of  Nigeria, who after 
going through these facts exposed 
about Tinubu by an independent 
investigator and still support 
Tinubu for President come 2023 is 
corrupt himself  or herself  but 
above all is mentally unbalanced 
to hold any political office in 
Nigeria. Anytime you see any 
citizen with Tinubu campaigning, 
that person has become an 
accomplice to criminality of  
Tinubu and that person should be 
a v o i d e d  w i t h  T i n u b u  b y 
Nigerians. This country deserves 
better than drug traffickers, 
money launderers and dishonest 
people as President in 2023. The 
2023 election is about character, 
competence and capacity and any 
candidate short of  these traits is 
unqualified for the exalted post of  
the President.
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Tinubu and his United States drug case 

Tinubu

By Kenneth Okonkwo



News

Foodstuff dealers protest, threaten supply of goods
to Anambra over high taxation 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

F
oodstuff  dealers in 
Anambra State have 
protested what they 

refer as heavy taxation by the 
state governor, Chukwuma 
Soludo. As a consequence, 
they have threatened to stop 
the supply of  goods to the 
state if  the government con-
tinued with the tax regime.

According to the dealers, 
the state government had 
been imposing heavy tax-
es on them for bringing in 
food stuff  to the state from 
the North. The Chairman 
of  Eke Awka Food Stuff  
Dealers Association, Mr. 
Chukwuemeka Onyemechi, 
who spoke to newsmen on 
Thursday during a peaceful 
protest, said some hoodlums 
allegedly working with gov-
ernment agents came to the 
market and stopped them 
from off-loading their goods 

unless they paid N30,000 per 
truck as against N8,000.

Onyemechi said, “They 
also insisted that we pay 
N20, 000 for a truck with six 
tyres as against N5, 000 and 
N6, 000 for a Datsun truck 
as against N500 per truck.

“After the off  loading 
of  goods, smaller trucks 
were   forced to pay N3,000 
as against N300 before the 
goods would be allowed to 
leave the market.” 

According to him, with 
the imposition of  heavy tax-
es, the food suppliers had 
resolved not to supply goods 
to Anambra State until the 
government rescinds its de-
cision.

He said the heavy taxation 
might affect the cost of  food 
items during Christmas and 
expressed the fear that there 
could be an increase in the 
cost of  food items.

He added, “We sell Guinea 
corn (Dawa) at N40,000 per 
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Commissioner for Works, Ralph Nwosu, Commissioner for Information,  Hon. Declan Mbadiwe Emelumba, Commissioner for 
Commerce and Industry,  Hon. Simon Ebegbulem and the Chief Press Secretary to the Governor, Ogwuike Nwachukwu  led the 
President of the Guild Of Editors, Mr Mustapha Isah and her members across the state on the projects and facilities visit as part of 
the Plenary of Nigerian Guild of Editiors held in Owerri last week.

bag, a bag of  millet (Jero) at 
N45,000, a bag of  corn at 
N25,000, a bag of  iron beans 
at N60,000, Potisko beans, 
N63,000 , N45,000 for for-
eign rice and N27,000 for 
local rice.

Anambra to expand Tax Net 
to finance 2023 budget
– Commissioner for Economic Planning
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
nambra State Gov-
ernment has identi-
fied tax payment and 

other civic duties as the only 
way to finance and move the 
state economy forward.

The Commissioner for 
Economic Planning and 
Budget, Ms. Chiamaka Nna-
ke who disclosed this during 
the breakdown of  the 2023 
budget presented by Gover-
nor Chukwuma Soludo to 
the State Assembly, stressed 
that tax payment is every-
one’s part in the development 
efforts of  the present admin-
istration.

The budget breakdown was 
held at Government House, 
Awka. The 2023 budget size 
is N258, 984,875,905 which 
is approximately N259 bil-
lion against the 2022 Appro-
priation budget of  N169.6 
billion. Capital expenditure 
increased by 51.1% from 
N108.2 billion to N163.5 bil-
lion while Recurrent expendi-
ture increased by 55.6% from 
N61.4 billion to N95.5billion 
in 2023. The capital expend-
iture accounts for 63.1% of  
the budget size compared to 
63.8% in 2022 revised budget 
and recurrent expenditure 
accounts for 36.9% of  the 
budget size. 78.3% of  the 
budget is channeled to capi-
tal budget while 49.4% of  the 
budget size is for recurrent 
expenditure.

The Budget will be financed 
by Statutory Allocation fore-
casted at 101,439,991,010, 
IGR of  48,038,436,204 as 
well as Capital Receipts of  

6,431,000,000, summing 
up to 155,909,427,214. The 
Deficit of  13,075,448,690 
will be financed using addi-
tional Loan. According to 
Commissioner Nnake, infra-
structure projects accounts 
for 55.4% of  the Capital 
Expenditure and 35.0% of  
the entire budget size. Com-
missioner Nnake pointed out 
that the N90 billion loan to 
be received in 2022 will be 
rolled over to 2023.

Speaking on the key De-
liverables for 2023 MDA, 
Key Projects and Budgets, 
the Commissioner explained 
that in the Ministry of  Cul-
ture, Entertainment and 
Tourism, Phase one of  the 
Leisure Park project will gulp 
N7. 5 billion while Ministry 
of  Education will take N8. 
4b, as part of  the present 
administration’s effort to re-
vamp the education system.

N4. 5b was mapped out for 
the Ministry of  Housing for 
housing Projects including 
Government House/Lodge 
as well as Commissioners 
Quarters, while N2. 9billion 
was earmarked for the Min-
istry of  Transport to improve 
the Transport Infrastructure, 
revamp water transport with 
boats and buses for mass 
transit. N500 million naira 
was set apart for the Ministry 
of  Homeland Security, as a 
way to sustain security in the 
state, to purchase Armored 
Personnel Carriers and oth-
er security equipment, while 
office of  the Governor will 
take N506 million as 5% of  
Derivation for special inter-
vention projects targeted at 
Oil Producing Communities.

 “So, with this imposition 
of  heavy taxes, the prices of  
these goods would skyrocket 
and if  they stop the supplies 
during this Christmas period, 
this may be a season of  pains 
for both the traders and our 

customers.” 
When contacted, the 

Chairman of  the Board of  In-
ternal Revenue, Obiora Ma-
duebo, said the traders should 
direct their challenges to the 
Chairman of  Awka Main 

Market, Ozo Jude Agumadu. 
But Agumadu in his reaction 
said   the revenue contract 
was awarded to a contractor 
at the cost of  N50m per an-
num, noting that he had no 
hand in the taxation.

IPOB reacts to alleged invasion of ESN
Camp in Ohafia by Military

T
he indigenous Peo-
ple of  Biafra, IPOB 
has described as lies 

the alleged invasion of  the 
ESN camp in Ohafia by the 
Nigerian military. In a press 
release on Friday by the 
group’s Media and Publicity 
Secretary, Comrade Emma 
Powerful, IPOB stated that 
ESN has no camp in Ohafia. 

“We the global family 
and movement of  the In-
digenous People of  Biafra 
(IPOB) under the command 
and leadership of  our Great 
Leader, Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu, wish to debunk con-
cocted and state sponsored 
media blackmail by Nigeria 
Military claims that they in-
vaded ESN camp in Ohafia, 
Biafraland. 

“We have said it before 
now that ESN operatives 
do not have any camp in 
Amangwu Ohafia LGA. All 
the criminal camps that Nige-
ria Army has claimed to have 
invaded are not ESN camps. 
ESN camps are secured and 
sacred territories. 

“ESN don’t indulge in kid-
napping and collecting of  
ramson from innocent citi-
zens who eventually lead mil-
itary to those camps. 

“The Nigeria compro-
mised Security Agencies par-
ticularly the Military, Police, 
and DSS agents must stop 
their continuous blackmail 
and demonization of  IPOB 
and ESN operatives for want-

ing Biafra Independence. 
The World and even the Ni-

geria Government know that 
we are innocent in all their 
allegations. Nigeria media 
should do investigative jour-
nalism and not allow Govern-
ment and their security agents 
to use and influence them 
against IPOB.

Our only crime against the 
Nigeria State is our quest and 
desire to be free from a Na-
tion that hates our people.

For Nigerian Army to 

claim that they raided the 
hideouts of  Indigenous Peo-
ple of  Biafra or Eastern Se-
curity Network in Amangu 
Community, Abia State, in 
attempt to rescue an abduct-
ed soldier, Staff  Sergeant 

Bassey Ikunugwan is false. 
If  there is any such camp in 
Amangwu Community Oha-
fia, it is not ESN camp and 
those armed gang at the camp 
are not working for IPOB. 

“It is a calculated attempt 
by the Nigeria State to black-

mail IPOB anytime they in-
vade any criminal hideout. 
This type of  blackmail is no 
longer holding waters. 

“It simply doesn’t work 
anymore. We advise Nigeria 
Government and it’s security 
agencies to change to anoth-
er blackmailing format. This 
one has failed! 

“IPOB and our ESN Oper-
atives are disciplined gallant 
men and women who protect 
our people and do not engage 
in any criminality or kidnap-
ping and snatching of  cars.”

Ebonyi PDP reunites, maps out strategies
 ahead of 2023 elections
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Peoples Demo-
cratic Party,(PDP)  
Ebonyi state chapter 

has reunited and strategized  
ahead of  2023 elections in 
the State. 
The party has been engulfed 
in crisis after the primaries 
resulting in series of  litiga-
tions which led some of  the 
contestants and party leaders 
to defect to other political 
parties. 
However, normalcy returned 
to the party after the Supreme 
Court ruling upholding the 
election of  Dr Ifeanyi Chuk-
wuma Odii as the authentic 
governorship candidate of  
the party in the state.

To ensure election victory 

come 2023, a unity meeting 
was held at the state party 
secretariat along Abakaliki- 
Enugu high way in Abaka-
liki, across the 171 Electoral 
wards in the state. The meet-
ing was at the instance of  
the governorship candidate, 
Dr Ifeanyi Chukwuma Odii 
aimed at showing the

Party is now one family 
and ready for the 2023 elec-
tions. Speaking to journal-
ists shortly after the meet-
ing, Odii said, “Yes we have 
to unite ourselves from the 
house before we talk of  unit-
ing Ebonyi State. 

“Part of  what we are going 
to do in the state is to create 
an atmosphere of  unity, a 
unity that will foster amongst 
us, a unity that will see us as 
one people, that is what you 

see us doing today.
“We can’t do it without 

starting from the house, PDP 
is one family and PDP has 
come together, PDP is a win-
ning party and PDP is a party 
to beat. 

“I don’t think anybody is 
hanging around, we are go-
ing to have expanded stake-
holders meeting soon, where 
you will see all the faces to-
gether and every one of  them 
is to work for the betterment 
of  PDP. 

On efforts to curb attacks 
on PDP members, especially 
the recent attack on Mr Abia 
Onyike, he said, “What we 
are doing about it is that we 
are not relenting, we are try-
ing to study it very well, PDP 
is not scared of  anything or 
any Ebubeagu. 



Nnamdi Kanu slams FG over amended 
7-count charge

News

Abia APC guber crisis: Emenike remains 
Abia APC guber candidate 
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T
he status of  High 
Chief  Ikechi Emenike 
as the governorship 

candidate of  the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) in Abia 
State still remains unchanged 
despite the judgment deliv-
ered by Justice Binta Nyako 
on Friday.

Reacting to the judgment 
the legal adviser of  Abia 
APC, Mr. Vigilus Nwankwo 
said that the Appeal Court 
had already affirmed Emeni-
ke as the duly elected candi-
date of  Abia APC, hence the 
judgment of  a lower court 
cannot alter the status quo.

“In the eye of  the law Ike-
chi Emenike still remains the 
candidate of  APC in Abia,” 
he said, adding that the said 
judgment delivered by Justice 
Nyako “cannot be enforced 
or executed untill the final 
pronouncement by the Su-

preme Court on the subject 
matter”.

The Court of  Appeal in 
Abuja had on October 14, 
2022 upheld  the judgment 
of  the Abia State High Court 
presided by Justice Benson 
Anya which had on June 24, 
2022 affirmed the candida-
ture of  Emenike in Suit No 
HUM/31/2022:IKECHI 
EMENIKE VS APC & 2 
ORS.

The appellate court gave 
the affirmation while dis-
missing the application filed 
by Obinna Oriaku Eze seek-
ing to appeal against the judg-
ment delivered on September 
2, 2022 by the Appeal Court, 
Owerri Division in Appeal 
No. CA/OW/269/2022.

“The law is trite that judg-
ments of  the appellate courts 
bind the court and parties,” 
Nwankwo said, adding that 

“the judgment of  the Federal 
High Court cannot overide 
and is not superior to the said 
three judgments of  the Court 
of  Appeal”.

“Contrary to the judgment 
of  Justice Binta Nyako today, 
the Court of  Appeal and the 
Supreme Court had settled 
it in so many decisions that 
INEC and the court cannot 
determine who is the can-
didate of  a political party 
where and when there are 
two competing primaries”.

The legal adviser therefore 
declared that “there is no 
cause for alarm”, adding that 
“the mission to rescue and 
rebuild Abia state by High 
chief  Ikechi Emenike is un-
stoppable”.

Meanwhile the attempt by 
the Abia State chapter of  the 
All Peoples Party (APP) to 
nullify the governorship pri-

mary of  the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) was scuttled 
on Friday as the Federal High 
Court in Umuahia dismissed 
the case.

The Court awarded N2 
million as costs against APP, 
saying that it must pay N500, 
000 to each of  the four de-
fendants.

The APP had instituted a 
case against the Independent 
National Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC) and three oth-
ers, including APC, and High 
Chief  Ikechi Emenike asking 
the Court to declare the APC 
governorship primary held 
on May 26, 2022 as null and 
void.

It went to court claiming 
that the Abia APC primary 
was not monitored by INEC 
and that the delegates that 
voted in the said primary 
were not elected.

P
roscribed leader of  the 
Indigenous People of  
Biafra (IPOB), Nnam-

di Kanu, has stated that the 
amended seven-count terror-
ism accusation brought by the 
Federal Government against 
him is false and ill-advised.

Kanu, who is still in the 
custody of  the Department of  
State Service, DSS, claimed 
through his legal team that 
the modified charge was 
the same as the one recent-
ly dismissed by the Court of  
Appeal. The Federal Gov-
ernment filed an amended 
charge in the Federal High 
Court in Abuja alleging that 
Kanu, as a member of  an un-
lawful group, issued a deadly 

Peter Obi steps down from private Jet in Aba,  Abia State received by Abia LP guber candidate,  Alex Otti, last week.

But in her ruling on the 
case marked FHC/UM/
ES/160/22, Justice Eve-
lyn Anyadike held that the 
plaintiff  lacked locus standi 
to challenge the outcome of  
the primary election of  a rival 
party.

The Court therefore dis-
missed the case, saying that it 
could  “not activate jurisdic-
tion” on the matter since the 
plaintiff  failed to show that 
that it was an aspirant in the 
APC primary.

Justice Anyadike wondered 
why APP should be bothered 
about the primary election of  
a rival party knowing that it is 
a domestic affair of  the party 
concerned.

The judge upbraided the 
APP for abandoning the log 
in its eyes and “started chas-
ing shadows in order to re-
move a spec, if  any, in the eye 
of  the defendant”.

Justice Anyadike further 
held that the post-election 
issue was status bound and 
should have been filed within 
14 days whereas APP came 
to court to meddle in the af-
fairs of  APC 72 days after the 
primary election was held.

Former Speaker of  Abia 

threat that anyone who dis-
obeyed his sit-at-home order 
in the country’s south-eastern 
region should write his or her 
Will.

In a press release signed by 
a senior member of  his de-
fense team, Ifeanyi Ejiofor, 
Kanu maintained that the 
government had not served 
him with a copy of  the sev-
en-count revised accusation.

The statement reads, “From 
all indications, the new al-
leged charge has the same 
Charge No. FHC/ABJ/
ER/383/2015, as the one al-
ready pronounced upon and 
struck out by the Court of  
Appeal, Abuja Division.

“The said intermediate 

• Uche Ogah: Judiciary has restored hope in minds of  Abians – Stanley 

Denying opposition parties venue for 
campaign unacceptable to democracy
- Ohanaeze tells governors
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he Igbo Social-Cultural 
Organisation, Ohan-
eze Ndigbo, has called 

on the Federal Government 
to sanction any State Gov-
ernor who refuses to allow 
opposition party in his state, 
venue to campaign for the 
2023 general election. The 

group said denying opposi-
tion parties venue for their 
campaign is unacceptable 
to the country democracy. 
The Vice National President 
of  Ohaneze Ndigbo, Chief  
Demian Okeke-Ogene, who 
made the called in a tele-
phone interview with our 
correspondent  in Onitsha, 
the Anambra State commer-
cial city, on Sunday, while re-
acting on the ongoing politi-
cal tension among politicians 
and their parties, warned the 
governors to desist from such 
actions.

News Echo gathered that 
since the commencement 
of  campaign in September 
28th, 2023, there have been 
reported cases of  Political 
violence, hate speeches and 
destruction of  billboard by 
ralver political parties across 
the six geo-political zones of  
the country.

Speaking further, Okeke-
Ogene, said such behavior 
may affect the proper con-
duct of  the election next year, 
if  not curtain.

Democracy is a govern-
ment of  everybody and not 
for a section of  persons. So 
therefore, every Nigerian 
has the fundamental right 
to make use of  any Govern-
ment own property without 
fear or intimidation, the VP 
added.

State House of  Assembly 
and a chieftain of  APC, Rt. 
Hon. Stanley Ohajuruka has 
reacted to the declaration of  
Uche Ogah, a former Min-
ister of  Mines and Steel De-
velopment as the authentic 
governorship candidate of  
the party in Abia, saying the 
judiciary has restored him in 
the mind of  the people. 

The court invalidated the 
nomination of  Ikechi Emeni-
ke as the party’s governorship 
candidate in the state. Speak-
ing on Friday in Abuja, Oha-
juruka said the people of  the 
state have been waiting for 
Ogah, saying the will of  God 
will prevail in Abia. 

Sponsored “Most impor-
tantly, to ensure fairness, eq-
uity and justice in the state, 
the governorship of  Abia 
should ordinarily be the pre-
rogative of  people from Abia 
North senatorial district” he 
said. 

While congratulating Ogah 
on his victory, Ohajuruka 
prayed for God’s guidance 
upon Ogah and people of  
Abia. Describing Abia as 
an APC state, he expressed 
hope that the party will win 
the governorship election in 
Abia.

court completely discharged 
Onyendu Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu and further prohibited 
his being tried or prosecuted 
in any court of  law in Nigeria.

“The said judgment of  the 
Court of  Appeal is extant and 
still subsists to date, and has 
not been set aside by any su-
perior court.

“Onyendu Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu’s formidable team ably 
by the oracle of  the Law – 
Chief  Ozekhome SAN – has 
already promptly appealed to 
the Supreme Court against 
the Court of  Appeal’s rul-
ing staying execution of  its 
own judgment which had set 
Kanu free.

“The Appeal in respect 

thereto has been duly en-
tered in Appeal No. SC/
CR/1394/2022, at the Su-
preme Court, and is now 
awaiting a date for hearing.”

Kanu stated that since the 
judgement of  the court of  
appeal still stands it would be 
impossible and against the law 
for the amended charge holds 
no water.

The IPOB leader alleged 
that after various enquiries 
it was revealed that the ru-
moured charge was surrepti-
tiously but clandestinely filed 
by the Federal Government 
hours after the judgment of  
the Court of  Appeal was de-
livered on the 13th Day of  Oc-
tober 2022.

“The filing of  the said 
charge was clearly ill-in-
formed and ill-advised, be-
cause the Prosecutor (Feder-
al Government), we presume 
and may want to believe, 
was not at that point in time 
aware of  the details, full im-
port and implication, of  the 
well-delivered judgment of  
the Court of  Appeal, at the 
time of  filing the said charge.

 “We also want to believe 
that this is what has led to the 
Federal Government’s aban-
donment of  the charge after 
it was hurriedly filed.

“It is pertinent to note also 
that the Federal Government 
did not take any step to either 
serve the charge on our Cli-
ent – Onyendu Mazi Nnam-
di Kanu – or on our erudite 
lead Counsel – Chief  Mike 
Ozekhome, SAN – after it 
was filed; even till this mo-
ment.“ the statement added.
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here is likely to be no Tperson in the world today 
who would deny not 

knowing what it feels like to 
experience an extreme weather 
event. In whichever part of  the 
globe one resides, there is a 
painful pinch from Mother 
Nature. If  it is not the cold; it is 
the heat – or the floods, or the 
hurricanes and typhoons, as the 
case may be. Indeed, climate 
change is not a stranger to any 
time zone.

That is also the same way the 
world is fighting climate change 
– from every corner of  planet 
Earth. It began in 1992 when the 
United Nations organised the 
Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, 
B r a z i l ,  w h e r e i n  t h e  U N 
Framework Convention on 
Climate Change was adopted. In 
this treaty, nations agreed to 
“s tabi l i se  g reenhouse  gas 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  i n  t h e 
a t m o s p h e r e  t o  p r e v e n t 
dangerous interference from 
human activity on the climate 
system.” So far, 197 different 
parties have signed it. Since 
1994, when the treaty entered 
into force, every year, the UN 
has been bringing together 
almost every country on earth 
for global climate summits or 
“COPs”, which stands for 
“Conference of  the Parties.”

During these meetings, 
nations have negotiated various 
extensions of  the original treaty 
to establish legally binding limits 
on emissions. For example, the 
Kyoto Protocol of  1997 and the 
Paris Agreement adopted in 
2015, in which all countries of  
the world agreed to step up 
efforts to try and limit global 
warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius 
a b o v e  p r e - i n d u s t r i a l 
temperatures, and boost climate 
action financing.

This year marks the 27th 
annual summit, or COP27, and 
it is taking place in Sharm el-
Sheik, Egypt, from November 6 
to 18. Observers and organisers 
of  COP27 have branded the 
conference as an “African COP” 
where the positions of  African 
countries on issues like finance 
for adapting to climate change or 
moving to renewable energy 
sources will be central to the 
talks. The dream is already 
coming true, for instance, with 
the launching of  the African 

Carbon Markets Initiative, just 
two days into the COP.

However, there is something 
else that Africa, and indeed the 
world, should be giving more 
attention to: The environmental 
fallout of  the ongoing war in 
Ukraine. From all indications, it 
has worsened the climate crisis 
while erasing most of  the gains 
from previous COPs.

From February 24, 2022 
when Russia invaded Ukraine 
and the world stood helplessly 
and watched, it has been a 
bloody trail of  bad news for the 
environmental sector.  The 
invasion has resulted in tens of  
thousands of  deaths of  people 
on both sides, and caused 
Europe's largest refugee crisis 
since World War II. It triggered 
global food shortages, and 
brought about an energy crisis 
that has forced dozens of  
countries to resume coal-fired 
power generation in order to 
lower energy prices for their 
people. Military emissions of  
Carbon dioxide (one of  the gases 
that cause climate change) has 
reached hundreds of  million 
tonnes and undermined the 
goals of  the Paris Agreement.

Eastern Ukraine is a highly 
industrialised area with more 
t h a n  9 0 0  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d 
production centres, including 
coal  mines,  oi l  ref ineries, 
chemical labs, steel plants 
among others. Direct hits and 
explosions result in leakages of  
hazardous materials that poison 
air, water, and soils. According 
to a report by Joe McCarthy of  
the Global Citizen, entitled, 
“How Russia's invasion of  
Ukraine is harming water, air, 
soil, and wildlife,” as of  April 1, 
2022, more than 36 attacks were 
r e g i s t e r e d  o n  f o s s i l  f u e l 
infrastructures, 29 attacks on 
electricity stations, seven on 
water infrastructures, and six on 
nuclear sites. The number of  
attacks on industrial centres 
made international observers 
and the Ukrainian government 
to identify them as ecocide. For 
i n s t a n c e ,  o n  M a r c h  2 1 , 
a m m o n i a  r e s e r v o i r s  a t 
Sumykhimprom were hit. The 
resultant leakage covered an area 
2.5km in radius, and the people 
of  Novoselitsa village were told 
to hide in shelters.

Indubitably, there are other 

far-reaching areas that the war 
has impacted. Global food 
secur i t y  i s  th rea t ened  a s 
Ukrainian grain supply is cut off. 
European countries are running 
hel ter -skel ter,  looking for 
alternative energy sources for 
their citizens, as the winter 
season approaches. The fight 
against climate change has 
almost ground to a halt as world 
powers revert to dirty fuel 
sources. In fact, last week, 
Zimbabwe began coal supply to 
C h i n a .  A c c o r d i n g  t o 
preliminary data, it will take 
Ukraine's nature at least 15 years 
to rebuild; but certainly it will 
take the world half  a century to 
recover from the ecological 
b a c k l a s h  o f  t h e  Ru s s i a n 
invasion.

For those that follow climate 
negotiations, there is a feeling of  
disappointment because of  what 
the rich nations are doing to 
adapt to the impacts of  the 
Ukrainian war. These COP 
signatories, who had pledged to 
shut down their fossil fuel plants 
as commitment to the climate 
treaty, are reopening them. 
Climate change is a secondary 
consideration; survival is the 
first.

The President of  Ukraine, 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, said it all 
in his speech to the world at the 
Egypt COP. He asked, “Who 
will care, for example, about the 
amount of  the greenhouse gases 
in the atmosphere if  part of  
Europe or the Middle East, and 

possibly Northern Africa, God 
forbid, are covered by a radiation 
cloud after an accident in 
Zaporizhzhia (nuclear plant)?” 
His conclusion was that there 
can be no effective climate policy 
without peace on the Earth 
because nations are thinking 
only about how to protect 
themselves here and now from 
the threats created as a result of  
the Russian invasion.

Zelenskyy then made a 
proposal to COP27: Create a 
global platform to assess the 
impact of  military actions on 
climate and environment.

Here, I wish to remind 
everyone that such a platform 
already exists. What remains is 
the political will to enlarge its 
scope and also empower it with 
enough teeth to be able to 
enforce global compliance. On 
November 5, 2001, the United 
Nations General Assembly 
declared November 6 of  each 
year as the International Day for 
Preventing the Exploitation of  
the Environment in War and 
Armed Conflict.

Fundamentally, the UN 
recognises that though humanity 
has always counted its war 
casualties in terms of  dead and 
wounded soldiers and civilians, 
destroyed cities and livelihoods, 
the environment has often 
remained the unpublicised 
victim of  war. Water wells have 
been polluted, crops burnt, 
forests cut down, soils poisoned, 
and animals killed to gain 

military advantage. The United 
N a t i o n s  E n v i r o n m e n t 
Programme has found that over 
the last 60 years, at least 40 per 
cent of  all internal conflicts have 
been linked to the exploitation of  
natural resources, whether high-
value resources such as timber, 
diamonds, gold and oil, or scarce 
resources such as fertile land and 
water.

Zelenskyy claims that the 
Russian war has destroyed 5 
million acres of  forests in 
Ukraine in less than six months. 
The question is, does the UN 
have the force to stop further 
environmental  damage by 
sanctioning Russia?

At the COPs, the world is 
discussing how to generate 
hundreds of  billions of  dollars to 
help developing countries fight 
climate change. But out there, 
some people are planning how to 
inflict maximum damage on the 
ecosystem through their wars. 
The paradox is shocking. Yet, 
truth is, a house cannot survive 
when some are pulling it down 
while others are building. Planet 
Earth is home to us all, and we 
are all united under one global 
roof. Climate change is not a 
respecter of  geography; the 
impact is shared by all countries. 
Therefore, some people cannot 
be destroying the climate, while 
others are fighting to preserve it. 
There must be punishment for 
polluters and carbon-emitters, 
especially those that pollute 
through wars and conflicts.

COP27 and environmental
impact of Russia-Ukraine war 

“The Russian war brought an acute food crisis to the 
world, which hit worst those countries suffering from the 
existing manifestations of climate change – catastrophic 
droughts, large-scale floods.”
  
Volodymyr Zelenskiy on November 8, 2022

By Greg Odogwu

Putin Zelenskiy
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 have heard the first question Iraised above asked several 
t i m e s  b y  N i ge r i a n s  i n 

different quarters and at different 
fora and the latter coming up in 
recent times, but with nobody 
able to appropriately respond. 
For some, it is the spirit of  our 
founding fathers that is haunting 
us due to the failure of  the present 
generation to uphold the tenets 
of  their sweat and abandoning 
their Nigerian dream and, as 
such, we need to appease them, 
not with palm oil or goats or any 
form of  sacrifice but redemption 
of  the pledge. To the spiritualist, 
it is God that Nigerians have 
offended since they largely fail to 
abide by His will. While some 
Nigerians will hastily contest the 
latter, in view of  the fact that a 
country that parades huge 
numbers of  religious homes and 
activities cannot be said to be 
offending God.

The proponents of  this view 
forget to differentiate religiosity 
from Godliness. Indubitably, 
Nigeria is a religious country but 
regrettably, largely, ungodly. To 
this extent, one might tend to 
agree with the proponents of  the 
latter view that our ways do really 
offend God. Just recently I was 
on a flight with a Nigerian friend 
from Cairo to Sharm el Sheik, the 
new tourism hub of  Egypt. As we 
flew over the region at night, and 
seeing the magnitude of  the 
investment and the touristic 
value of  the place; not yet 
contemplat ing the  fore ign 
currency inflow and influx into 
the country by virtue of  the 
development, my friend could 
not but ask, rhetorically, what did 
we, as Nigerians, do to God? This 
enquiry has become a recurrent 
decimal in the life of  Nigerians, 
particularly when they find 
themselves in other progressive 
societies with less resources and 
human capacity but hear t-
warming developments.

It is in this context that I 
intend to engage the handlers of  
our aviation industry on some of  
the  i s sues  a f fec t ing  us  as 
Nigerians, and in which we seem 
to have no shepherd. The first 
area of  my engagement is on the 
type of  equipment (aircraft) used 
to fly Nigerians in and out of  the 
country by international airlines. 
This is an issue that has been a 
bother to me for a long time, 
particularly whenever I fly the 
Emirates Airlines between Dubai 
and Jeddah in contrast with my 
Emirates flight from Nigeria to 
Dubai. The latter is seven-hours-
plus flight while the latter is 
usually around two hours, thirty 
minutes to forty-five minutes. 

Just few weeks ago again, 
amongst  my several  other 
experiences, I flew Egypt Air out 
of  Nigeria to Cairo, Cairo to 
Sharm el Sheik and then Cairo to 
London.

The Nigerian leg of  the flight 
was over five hours, the Sharm el 
Sheik flight was just 41 minutes 
while the London leg was 4 
hours, twenty-five minutes. In all 
of  these f l ights,  the worst 
equipment used was that out of  
Nigeria, which was just basic, 
bare and a shadow of  the 
equipment. For Nigerians that fly 
other Airlines such as British 
Airways, Virgin Atlantic, Air 
France, Royal Dutch Airlines, 
name it, same revelation is 
obtainable.  I t  i s  the same 
treatment that is meted to us as 
Nigerians by virtually all the 
international airlines. Why must 
this be so? Is it that Nigerians do 
not deserve the best; or is it that 
we are just used to hardship? Or is 
it that because anything goes? Is 
there anybody or organization in 
charge of  this affair of  ours? 
These are some of  the questions 
ruminating in my mind but to 
which I have no answer.

Honestly, I need answers to 
these enquiries from those in 
charge otherwise my impression 
will continue to be that the 
relevant Nigerian officials are 
compromised, and or that the 
Nigerian government, especially 
those in aviation give no hoot to 
the welfare of  Nigerians and are 
equally complicit. Why must it 
always be that the rejects of  the 
equipment must be the allotted 
ones on the Nigerian routes? The 
p a t h e t i c  a s p e c t  o f  t h i s 
conversation is that Nigerians 
even pay more on the routes than 
in most other comparable or 
longer routes. For illustration, a 
round trip British airways ticket 
from Lagos to London and 
return is USD8,631, a six hours 
flight while over seven hours 
round trip ticket of  London, New 
York and return is USD4,675 
while Accra-London-Accra is 
USD3,791 as at 28th October, 
2022.

This is not dissimilar on a 
Virgin Atlantic where the round-
trip ticket of  Lagos, London, 
Lagos is USD9213; London to 
new York cost of  USD4,593. 
One would have thought that the 
longer the f light, the more 
desirable of  a comfortable 
equipment that is modern. Alas, 
for exculpable reasons, this is 
inapplicable in the Nigerian 
situation. The converse really 
seems to be the case. Upon my 
enquiry from some relevant 
quar te r s,  I  was  g iven  the 
explanation that the situation is 
so because of  so many vagaries, 

particularly insecured status of  
the country. For example, I was 
informed that  the  cost  of  
insurance of  flying to

Nigeria is astronomical for 
both the aircraft and the crew. 
T h i s  i s  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e 
additional cost of  securing the 
c r e w  i n  N i g e r i a .  I  a l s o 
understand that the cost of  
o p e r a t i o n  i n  N i g e r i a  i s 
prohibitive due to the multiple 
taxes imposed. Firstly, must we 
readily submit to the insecure 
state of  Nigeria, so as to force 
high insurance premium on the 
airlines? ME THINK NOT. 
Another reason put forth which 
is unverifiable is that the cost of  
the upper/ business class tickets 
is expensive in Nigeria because of  
the penchant of  Nigerians for it. 
It is said that the cost differential 
is not that pronounced when it 
comes to economy class. Due to 
the demand for the upper/ 
business class therefore, the 
airlines as traders do not have a 
choice than to take advantage by 
demanding the highest fares 
based on the principle of  demand 
and supplies. I even understand 
that these days, the upper/ 
bus ines s  c la s s  t i cke t s  a re 
auctioned by the airlines.

This is a laissez faire thing, a 
capitalist market, so to say. As 
much as to a certain extent, this 
wi l l  appear  p laus ib le,  my 
challenge is why the other foreign 
airlines like the European ones, 
other than the British Airways, 
Virgin Atlantic, not imposing 
those high-end fares? Why is the 
case of  African airlines in terms 
of  reasonable fares different from 
that of  the Asian airlines like 
Emirates, Qatar? There seems to 
me to still be a disconnect in all 
these. A further enquiry by the 
relevant stakeholders/authority 
might still be desirable. I am quite 
optimistic that at the end of  such 
exercise, the fares are likely to be 
moderated. My amazement, 
however, is the role of  the 
Aviation regulators in all these? 
Are they helpless in the face of  
this continuous exploitation of  
Nigerians? Don't we have the 
vires to moderate the fares upon 
negotiation with the airlines?

Are we as usual sold already? 
I am not too sure that other 
economies leave this totally 
unregulated.

This brings me to the issue of  
local airlines. Air Peace has been 
struggling to enjoy Nigeria's 
reciprocal slots in most of  these 
countries but is continuously 
frustrated. Nothing seems to 
have been achieved in this regard 
as far as most of  the European 
destinations, especially the 
United Kingdom, are concerned. 
Re c a l l  h ow  t h e  N i ge r i a n 

authorities fought their way 
t h r o u g h  w i t h  t h e  D u b a i 
authorities on the issue of  the 
slots for Air Peace. Today, 
Nigerians have a choice in that 
route for reasonable fares and 
with similar equipment used by 
the Emirates Airlines.

This, I believe, is another 
antidote to the escalating fares on 
the Nigerian route. The British 
Airlines and some European 
Airlines enjoy the monopoly of  
direct  connection, thereby 
forcing the fares through our 
throats. By the way, Nigeria Air is 
still floating in our biggest dream 
and as traditional of  us, it is still 
in the pipeline. I understand we 
are wet-leasing some equipment 
for the purpose and there have 
been controversies dubbing the 
venture. These range from the 
business model, cost implication, 
to the choice of  technical partner, 
the Ethiopian Airlines with 
stakes in the project.

Aviation experts have largely 
condemned this initiative of  a 
49% stake by a rival Airline with 
significant in road in Nigeria. I 
believe their thoughts are worth 
considering and evaluating. I 
recall that as chairman of  the 
A s s e t s  M a n a g e m e n t 
Corporation of  Nigeria at a time, 
the Corporation had not less than 
ten serviceable aircrafts in 
between the Arik Airlines and the 
A e r o  A i r l i n e s ,  b o t h  i n 
receivership, all being implicitly 
properties of  the government 
then. The Corporation believed 
that those aircrafts ought to be 
the take off  point of  Nigeria Air 
but that did not sit well with the 
Aviation Ministry. All efforts to 
make the Ministry see this point 
was resisted and jettisoned for the 
acquisition of  new equipment. 

The wisdom in that option in my 
view is yet to be demonstrated 
but obviously accountable for the 
undue delay of  the take off. I am 
sure that if  that plausible option 
had been taken, by now, the new 
Airline would have been waxing.

Out of  frustration, Assets 
Management Corporation of  
Nigeria had to resort to the 
establishment of  a new airline 
called NG Eagle for the purpose 
o f  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  f l e e t  b u t 
unfortunately, til l  date, no 
approval to operate has been 
granted.

Those aircrafts have been on 
ground for a long time now and 
one can only imagine not only 
the cost implication of  the loss 
that is being incurred daily, but 
the continuous depreciation 
inflicted on the aircrafts. This is 
the Nigerian story and someone, 
somewhere needs to intervene.

Consequently, since it would 
appear NG Eagle was brought in 
dead, it is not too much to say 
adieu to the idea whose time to 
die has come before it was 
conce ived.  Unfor tunate ly, 
without options for our people, 
the foreign airlines will continue 
to take advantage and continue 
the onslaught and exploitation.

The said law of  demand and 
supply will continue to thrive. I, 
therefore, pray that the incoming 
administration will evolve a 
formula for solving the challenge 
so that the sufferings of  Nigerians 
will terminate. Again, the picture 
painted above is not peculiar to 
the Aviation sector, it is all 
pervasive in the country and that 
explains why we must urgently 
locate the person, deity or entity 
the country has wronged so that 
we can go for appeasement.

Nigeria, who did we wrong
and who should we beg?
By Muiz Banire 



f a i l u r e  t o  h o n o u r 
invitations sent to him, the 
Agency approached a 
Federal High Court in 
Lagos with three prayers: to 
a t t a c h  a n d  s e a l  h i s 
identified properties in 
choice areas of  Lagos 
Island and Ibadan; declare 
him wanted and block his 
bank account with a cash 
balance of  Two Hundred 
and Seventeen Million 
Naira (N217,000,000.00), 
all of  which were granted,” 
the statement said.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 
NDLEA operatives have 
a l s o  a r r e s t e d  a 
businesswoman, Okefun 
Darlington Chisom, over 
h e r  l i n k s  w i t h  t w o 
P a k i s t a n i s :  A s i f  
M u h a m m e d ,  4 5  a n d 
Hussain Naveed, 57, who 

he National Drug TLaw Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA) 

has arrested a fleeing Lagos 
socialite and owner of  
Adekaz Hotels, Ademola 
Afolabi Kazeem (a.k.a 
Alhaji Abdallah Kazeem 
Muhammed), ten days 
af ter  he was declared 
wanted.

Operatives of  NDLEA 
arrested Kazeem over 
offences bordering on the 
exportation and trafficking 
of  illicit drugs and money 
laundering.

he Kaduna State TGover nment  on 
Sunday, confirmed 

that troops of  the Nigerian 
Army repelled dozens of  
bandits, neutralized one of  
the bandits, while several 
e s c a p e d  w i t h  b u l l e t 
wounds.

S a m u e l  A r u w a n , 
Commissioner, Ministry of  
Inter nal  Secur i ty  and 
Home Affairs, Kaduna 
State, while confirming this 
in a statement on Sunday, 
said the bandits tried to 
i n v a d e  K a n k o m i ,  i n 
Chikun Local Government 
area of  the state, but the 
vigilant troops engaged 
them in fierce battle and 
subsequently neutralized 
one.

According to him, the 
troops recovered one AK-
47 r i f le,  seven AK-47 
magazines, seven rounds of  
ammuni t ion  and  f ive 
locally-made grenades 
from the bandits.

He added that as the 

troops were exploring the 
area, three corpses of  locals 
were discovered.

The statement further 
s a i d  t h a t  i n  a n o t h e r 
l o c a t i o n ,  t r o o p s  o f  
Operation Forest Sanity 
during operations along the 
Gwagwada-Chikun-Sarkin 
Pawa axis, neutralized one 
bandit, and recovered AK-

peratives of  the 

ON i ge r i a n  N av y 
S h i p ,  N N S 

Victory, on Friday evening 
set ablaze a wooden boat 
laden with Premium Motor 
Spirits (PMS) along the 
Calabar Water ways.

The Base Operation 
Officer of  NNS Victory, LT 
CDR Isaac Ayogu said 
Navy  in t e r ce p ted  the 
suspects en route Agbani oil 

terminal.
LT CDR Ayogu said the 

Navy is out to rid maritime 
e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  a l l 
illegalities so that legitimate 
maritime activities can 
thrive.

He said that the huge 
wooden boats was laden 
with about 273 drums of  
PMS and had six crew 
members.

The six suspects were 

subsequently handed over 
to men of  Nigeria Security 
and Civil Defense Corp 
( N S C D C )  f o r  f u r t h e r 
persecution.

Speaking more on the 
exercise, Ayogu said: “The 
exercise we conducted this 
evening is in accordance 
w i t h  t h e  s t a n d a r d 
procedure of  the Nigerian 
Navy as directed by Chief  
of  Defense Staff  that any 

i t e m  a r r e s t e d  t h a t  i s 
associated with Crude oil 
t h e f t  a n d  i l l e g a l  o i l 
b u n k e r i n g  s h o u l d  b e 
destroyed and suspects if  
a n y  h a n d e d  o v e r  t o 
appropriate prosecuting 
agency.”

“ O n  t h e  2 9 t h  o f  
O c t o b e r  2 0 2 2 ,  w e 
intercepted wooden boat 
carrying six suspect and 
about 273 drums of  PMS 

along Agbani oil terminal, 
Calabar general area. The 
six suspects have been 
h a n d e d  o v e r  t o  t h e 
appropriate prosecuting 
agency which happen to be 
NSCDC.”

Journalists in company 
of  operatives of  NNS 
Victory were taken onshore 
to witness the setting ablaze 
of  the confiscated wooden 
boat.

4 7  r i f l e ,  w h i l e  t w o 
m o t o r c y c l e s  w e r e 
r e c o ve r e d  f r o m  f l e w 
Terrorists' around Kafaiyo, 
Dafako, Kopi and Gadani.

He said Governor Nasir 
El-Rufai, while condoling 
with the family of  those 
killed, praised the efforts of  
troops and urged them to 
keep up the good work.

were arrested at the Lagos 
airport with 8 kilograms of  
cocaine.

They were arrested 
with drugs concealed in a 
s o u n d  s y s t e m  w h i l e 
attempting to board a Qatar 
Airways flight to Lahore, 
Pakistan, via Doha on 
Saturday, November 5.

I n  a n o t h e r 
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n 
automobile parts dealer, 
Omeje Oliver (a.k.a David 
Mark) who, was arrested 
on Monday, October 31, in 
Enugu, where he fled after 
abandoning his business at 
A s p a n d a ,  Tr a d e  Fa i r 
Complex Lagos on April 16 
in connection with the 
seizure of  600 grams of  
heroin concealed inside 
soles of  lady's footwears 

H e  w a s  d e c l a r e d 
w a n t e d  o n  T u e s d a y, 
November 1, following his 
failure to honour NDLEA 
invitations and an order 
granted by a Federal High 
Court in Lagos.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a 
s tatement by NDLEA 
Director Of  Media and 
Advocacy Femi Babafemi, 
the wanted drug kingpin 
was uncovered as  the 
sponsor of  some traffickers 
a r r e s t e d  b y  t h e  a n t i -
narcotics agency in their 
recent attempt to export 

going to Liberia, has been 
linked to another drug 
seizure.

The statement said a 
further look at the Agency's 
database reveals Omeje 
was also involved in a case 
o f  1 . 5 8 0 k g  o f  
Methamphetamine seized 
from one Victor Nwobodo 
Friday, who was arrested at 
the MMIA during his 
aborted trip to Jakarta, 
Indonesia, on February 6, 
2018.

The  ant i -narcot ic s 
Agency said charges had 
been fi led against the 
suspect at the Federal High 
Court Lagos regarding the 
old seizure in addition to 
the recent one.

cocaine to Dubai, the 
United Arab Emirates 
( U A E )  a n d  o t h e r 
d e s t i n a t i o n s  o u t s i d e 
Nigeria.

“The search for him, 
however,  pa id  o f f  on 
Thursday, 10th November, 
when he was successfully 
taken into custody, where 
he  i s  cur ren t ly  be ing 
interviewed.

“His lid was blown 
open after the arrest of  one 
of  his mules, Bolujoko 
Muyiwa Babalola, a Lagos 
BRT driver on 27th June at 
the Murtala Muhammed 
Inter nat ional  Air por t 
(MMIA) Ikeja, when he 
named Alhaji Ademola 
Kazeem, alias Adekaz as 
the owner of  the 900 grams 
of  cocaine he ingested.

“Following Adekaz's 

he Bayelsa State TPolice Command 
says it has arrested 

two suspected  deadly 
c u l t i s t s  a t  S w a l i 
Community, of  Yenagoa, 
Local Government Area of  
the State.

T h e  p o l i c e  a l s o 
recovered five locally made 

pistols with live cartridges 
from the suspects.

Confirming the arrest 
of  the suspects after a 
rivalry cult clash, the State's 
Police Public Relations 
O f f i c e r ,  S P  A s i n i m 
Butswat, disclosed that the 
arrest was carried out by 
the tactical  and other 
divisional patrol teams on 
Thursday following a tip 
off.

It was gathered that the 
police during the raid also 
s m a s h e d  o n e  o f  t h e 
suspected cultists' hideouts 
used for different criminal 

a c t i v i t i e s  i n  S w a l i 
Community.

“On 10th November, 
2022, at about 1630 hours, 
P o l i c e  o p e r a t i v e s 
responded to a distress call 
on a rival cult clash at 
S w a l l i  C o m m u n i t y, 
Yenagoa.

“On arrival, the Police 
dislodged the cult members 
and arrested one Kingsley 
Okiloli 'm' 22 years and 
Endurance Akpeni 'm' 23 
years. One Locally made 
pistol and one live cartridge 
w a s  r e c o v e r e d  f r o m 
Kingsley Okiloli, while 

Endurance Akpeni had 
sustained a gunshot injury 
from the rival cult gang.

“Upon interrogation of  
t h e  s u s p e c t s ,  Po l i c e 
operatives went to their 
h i d e o u t  a t  S w a l i 
Community and recovered 
additional four locally 
made pistols and three live 
cartridges.

“Endurance Akpeni is 
responding to treatment in 
the Police Clinic, Yenagoa. 
Investigation is ongoing by 
SWAT to ar rest  other 
fleeing cult members,” he 
stated.
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NDLEA nabs wanted drug baron, arrests woman
linked to Pakistani cocaine syndicate

Police bust cultists' hideout in Bayelsa,
arrest two

Troops repel attack, neutralize
bandits, recover arms in Kaduna

Navy set ablaze boat
with PMS drums, arrests
crew members



h e  r e g i m e  o f  TNigeria's President, 
M a j o r  G e n e r a l  

M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i  
(retd.), has spent over 
N16.9tn on the importation 
of  not less than 132.24 
billion litres of  Premium 
Motor Spirit, popularly 
called petrol, despite the 
Pres ident ' s  campaign  
promises to halt PMS 
imports. 

Figures obtained from 
the National Bureau of  
Statistics and the Nigerian 
N a t i o n a l  P e t r o l e u m  
Company Limited showed 
that Nigeria relied majorly 

leven banks charged Et h e i r  c u s t o m e r s 
N 7 1 4 . 6 1 b n  f o r 

electronic fees and other 
forms of  commissions in the 
first nine months of  2022. 

According to the nine-
month financial reports of  
the banks, this is a 16.92 per 
cent increase from the 
N611.21bn earned by the 
banks from the income 
source in the corresponding 
period of  2021. 

The banks included: 
Zenith Bank Plc, Sterling 
Bank Plc and Subsidiary, 
Stanbic IBTC Holdings Plc, 
Wema Bank Plc, Fidelity 
Bank Plc, and Union Bank 
of  Nigeria Plc. 

Others were: United 
Bank for Africa Plc, Unity 
Bank Plc, First Bank of  
Niger ia  Hold ings  P lc, 
Guaranty Trust Holding 
Company and Subsidiary 
Companies, and Access 
Holdings Plc.

T h e  f e e s  a n d 
commissions included: 
credit  related fees and 
commiss ions ;  account 
m a i n t e n a n c e  c h a r ge s ; 
corporate finance fees; e-
business income; asset 
management  fees ;  and 
commission on foreign 
exchange deals. 

O t h e r s  w e r e : 
c o m m i s s i o n  o n  t o u c h 
points; shared service fees; 
income from f inancial 
guarantee contracts issued; 
a c c o u n t  s e r v i c e s , 
maintenance and ancillary 
banking;  and transfers 
related charges among 
others. 

Of  the banks, UBA 
(N138.08bn) made the most 
from fees and commission 
and Unity Bank (N5.34bn) 
made the least.  Zenith Bank 
Plc made N117.90bn from 
fees and commission; Wema 

Bank made N12.02bn; 
Fidelity made N25.04bn; 
S t a n b i c  I B T C  m a d e 
N72.47bn; Union made 
N12.65bn; Sterling made 
N19.84bn; Access made 
N133.49bn; GTCO made 
N66.94bn; and FBN made 
N110.84bn.

According to Access 
Bank, fees and commissions 
expenses are fees charged for 
the provision of  services to 
customers transacting on 
alternate channels platform 
of  the group and on the 
various debit and credit 
cards issued for the purpose 
of  these payments. 

I t  s a i d ,  “ T h e y  a r e 
charged to the group on 
s e r v i c e s  r e n d e r e d  o n 
internet banking, mobile 
b a n k i n g ,  a n d  o n l i n e 
purchasing platforms. The 
corresponding income lines 
for these expenses include 
the income on cards (both 
foreign and local cards), 
online purchases, and bill 
payments included in fees 
and commissions.” 

The Central Bank of  
N i g e r i a  c r e a t e d  n e w 
guidelines for bank charges 
on January 1, 2020. The new 
guideline mostly impacted 
card maintenance fees, 
charges for hardware tokens, 
and the amount that can be 
paid for electronic transfers. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Pres ident  of  the  Bank 
Customers Association of  
Nigeria, Uju Ogubunka, 
banks were making a lot 
f r o m  b a n k  c h a r g e s , 
burdening bank customers. 

In an earlier interview 
he said, “The issue of  excess 
charges has been a major 
source of  concern to us as an 
association. We have since 
been fighting it and we will 
not stop. 

“However, I must say 

that in most cases, the excess 
charges imposed on bank 
customers are not deliberate 
but a result of  a capacity-
building problem. That is 
w h e n  n ew  r e c r u i t s  o r 
inexperienced hands handle 
transactions and overcharge. 

“Also, most times, when 
the banks overcharge, they 
are made to repay customers 
with prime interest plus two 
percent.”

w o Ttelecommunicatio
n companies have 

reported that 9.7 million 
of  their subscribers are still 
b a r r e d  f r o m  m a k i n g 
outgoing calls despite 
submitting their National 
Identification Numbers 
for verification. 

The telcos, MTN and 
Airtel, disclosed in their 
recent earnings report that 
16.2 million subscribers 
who had their lines barred 
have submitted their NINs 
for verification but only 6.5 
million had been verified 
as of  September 30, 2022. 

In April, over 72.77 
million GSM lines were 
barred from making calls 
on their SIMs, following a 
directive from the Federal 
Government as regards 
subscribers that had not 
linked their SIMs and 
NINs. 

It said the President, 
M a j o r  G e n e r a l 
M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i 
(Retd.), “has approved the 
implementation of  the 
policy with effect from 
A p r i l  4 ,  2 0 2 2 . 
Consequently, the Federal 
Government has directed 
all telcos to strictly enforce 

the policy on all SIMs 
issued (existing and new) 
in Nigeria.

“Outgoing calls will 
subsequently be barred for 
telephone lines that have 
not complied with the 
NIN-SIM linkage policy 
from April 4, 2022.” 

According to MTN 
and Airtel 19 million and 
13.6 million subscribers 
respectively were affected 

by the ban. The telcos 
further stated that the 
implementation of  the 
policy has affected their 
revenue. 

Airtel said, “In April 
2022, the voice services for 
13.6 million customers 
were barred due to non-
s u b m i s s i o n  o f  N I N 
information.

“As of  September 
2 0 2 2 ,  5 . 7  m i l l i o n 

customers (42 per cent) 
h a v e  s u b s e q u e n t l y 
submitted their NINs and 
2.7 million customers (20 
per cent) have been fully 
verified and unbarred. 
Revenue growth for the 
first half  of  the year was 
impacted by the effect of  
barring outgoing voice 
calls in Nigeria for those 
customers who had not 
submitted their NINs. 

on petrol imports since the 
current administration 
came on board. 

This is because the 
country's refineries have 
remained dormant for 
y e a r s ,  t h o u g h  t h e  
government is currently 
r e v a m p i n g  t h e  Po r t  
H a r c o u r t  a n d  Wa r r i  
r e f i n e r i e s .  T h e  
rehabi l i ta t ion  o f  the  
facilities is to gulp about 
$2.9bn. 

T h e  c o n t i n u e d  
importation of  petrol and 
the humongous amount 
spent in subsidising the 
commodity have been 

described as alarming by 
industry operators and 
analysts, who called on the 
President to fully deregulate 
the downstream oil sector.

The All Progressives 
Congress had, during its 
c a m p a i g n s  i n  2 0 1 5 ,  
p romised  to  ge t  the  
refineries working. 

Buhari is billed to leave 
office in May 2023 and may 
have about seven months to 
fulfill the promise of  getting 
N i g e r i a ' s  r e f i n e r i e s  
working. 

He assumed office on 
May 29, 2015, meaning his 
g o v e r n m e n t  s t a r t e d  

importing petrol from 
around June 2015.

Petrol import figures 
o b t a i n e d  b y  o u r  
correspondent showed that 
b e t w e e n  J u n e  a n d  
December 2015, Nigeria 
imported 9.47 billion litres 
of  petrol valued at N1.05tn. 

A total of  18.81 billion 
l i t r e s  o f  p e t r o l  wa s  
imported into Nigeria in 
2016, with a worth of  
N2.01tn, according to 
figures from the NBS. 

T h e  t o t a l  p e t r o l  
impor ts  in to  Niger ia  
through the Direct Sale 
Direct Purchase scheme of  
NNPC in 2017 was 12.97 
billion litres, valued at 
about N1.58tn. 

Under  the  DSDP 
scheme, selected overseas 
refiners, trading companies 
and indigenous companies 
are allocated crude supplies 
in exchange for the delivery 
of  an equal value of  petrol 
and other refined products 
to the NNPC. 

In 2018, figures from 
NNPC showed that it 
imported 18.83 billion litres 
of  petrol through the DSDP 
scheme. The worth of  the 
commodity,  based on 

NNPC data, was about 
N2.31tn. 

Also, in 2019 the oil 
company imported 16.63 
billion litres of  petrol 
through its DSDP scheme. 
The value of  the imported 
PMS in that year was about 
N2.4tn. 

Still under the DSDP 
s c h e m e ,  t h e  N N P C  
imported 16.72 billion litres 
of  PMS that was worth 
about N1.86tn in 2020.

The NNPC, in October 
this year, stated that 
between January and 
August 2022, the total 
volume of  petrol imported 
into the country was 16.46 
billion litres. 

The company also 
revealed that petrol imports 
in 2021 were estimated at 
2 2 . 3 5  b i l l i o n  l i t r e s ,  
translating to an average 
supply of  61 million litres 
per day. 

G o i n g  b y  t h e  
N147/litre price of  the 
commodity as sold at 
NNPC approved depots, it 
therefore implies that the 
company spent about 
N2.41tn on PMS imports 
between January and 
August 2022. 

It also spent about 
N3.28tn to import the 
commodity in 2021, going 
by the 22.35 billion litres it 
imported last year. 

A summation of  the 
volumes of  petrol and the 
amount spent during the 
period captured above 
indicated that the country 
had so far spent about 
N16.9tn on the importation 
of  132.24 billion litres of  
PMS under the regime of  
Buhari. 

This, however, ran 
contrary to the campaign 
promises of  the President 
and his party to stop petrol 
imports and get Nigeria's 
refineries running. 

“ W e  c a n n o t  b e  
spending this much on 
petrol imports when we 
have refineries that should 
produce this product if  they 
were functional. This is 
really sad, especially when 
you imagine the additional 
trillions of  naira consumed 
by subsidy,” the President, 
Petroleum Retail Outlet 
Owners Association of  
Nigeria, Billy Gillis-Harry, 
told newsmen.
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ictor Osimhen says 

Vhe is not targeting 
the Capocannoniere 

title in Serie A this season 
despite moving two goals 

anchester  City Mstar midfielder, 
Bernardo Silva, 

has said that while Brazil has 
Neymar and Argent ina 
p a r a d e s  L io n e l  M e s s i , 
Portugal will always depend 
on Cristiano Ronaldo.

The midfielder said it is 
natural for the Portugal team 
to play for Ronaldo, insisting 
the 37-year-old has the ability 
to decide games by himself.

Silva said that Ronaldo 
serves Portugal same way 
Neymar, Messi serve Brazil 
and Argentina respectively 
and Kylian Mbappe always 
helping France.

According to Silva, these 
players have the unique 
qualities of  deciding the fate 
of  the game in a few minutes.

Quizzed if  Por tugal 
sometimes play for Ronaldo 
to get a breakthrough, Silva 
told FIFA via A BOLA, “The 
reality is that, when we have a 
p l a y e r  l i k e  C r i s t i a n o 
Ronaldo, it is natural that, 
sometimes, we play for him, 
because he can win the game 
in the final minutes.

“The same happens in 
other countries. It is natural, 

for example, that France 
always look to Mbappé, 
because he can decide a 
match at any time. Brazil has 
Neymar,  Argentina has 
Messi.”

Portugal boss, Fernando 
Santos, has however been 
criticised for including the 
3 7 - y e a r - o l d  C r i s t i a n o 
Ronaldo in his squad for the 
tournament.

W o l v e r h a m p t o n 
Wanderers interim manager 
Steve Davis had slammed 
Portugal for having the 
former Real Madrid and 
Juventus star in the team 
instead of  Wolves midfielder, 
Joao Moutinho.

Davis said he does not 
understand why Portugal has 
p icked  the  37 -year -o ld 
Ronaldo in their 2022 FIFA 
World Cup squad.

clear of  his closest rival 
Lautaro Martinez of  Inter 
Milan, according reports. 

Osimhen who opened the 
scoring at the Stadio Diego 

Armando Maradona, heading 
in an Eljif  Elmas cross – his 
second consecutive headed 
goal after the winner against 
Atalanta, took his tally to nine 
in 11 league games for the 
Partenopei this season. 

Piotr Zielinski and Elmas 
rounded out the 3-0 lead, but 
Ilija Nestorovski and Lazar 
Samardzic put Udinese back 
to 3-2. 

The Nigerian striker also 
admitted that victory over 
Udinese was 'really intense' 
and reminded the leaders that 

demola Lookman 

Ac o n t i n u e d  h i s 
impressive scoring 

run as Atalanta fell to 3-2 
home defeat to Inter Milan at 
t h e  G e w i s s  S t a d i u m , 
B e r g a m o  o n  S u n d a y 
afternoon.

T h e  N i g e r i a 
international opened scoring 
for Gian Piero Gasperini's 
side from the penalty spot on 

jax defender, Calvin 

ABassey is a big doubt 
f o r  N i g e r i a ' s 

upcoming inter nat ional 
friendly against Portugal.

enerbahce wing-back, FBright Osayi-Samuel 
has spoken of  his 

happiness at receiving his 
first invitation to the Nigeria 
national team.

The Blackpool academy 
product has been named in a 
23-man squad by manager 
Jo s e  Pe s i e r o  f o r  n e x t 
Thursday's glamour friendly 
against Cristiano Ronaldo's 
Portugal in Lisbon.

Born in Okija, Anambra 
S t a t e ,  O s a y i - S a m u e l 
qualifies to represent Nigeria 
by virtue of  being born in the 
country to Nigerian parents.

Although he is  also 
eligible to represent England 

having lived in the country 
for more than a decade 
b e f o r e  t r a n s f e r r i n g  t o 
Fenerbahce, the versatile 
winger always made it clear 
that he wanted to play for the 
Super Eagles over the Three 
Lions.

With the likes of  Ola 

Bassey sustained an 
injury in Ajax's 3-3 draw 
against Emmen on Saturday.

The versatile defender 
was taken off  the pitch in the 

40th minute following the 
injury.

Bassey returned to the 
pitch few minutes later but 
was replaced at half- time by 
Netherlands international, 
Daley Blind.

The 22-year-old was 
named in Nigeria's squad for 
the friendly on Friday by head 
coach, Jose Peseiro.

His absence would be big 
blow for Peseiro who had 

Aina, Jamilu Collins, and 
Zaidu Sanusi not available 
f o r  s e l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e 
upcoming meeting with 
Portugal owing to injuries, 

m a n a ge r  Jo s e  Pe s e i r o 
handed Osayi-Samuel his 
first invite to the Super 
Eagles.

been forced to leave out the 
likes of  Ola Aina, Zaidu 
Sanusi, Jamilu Collins, Semi 
Ajayi and Leon Balogun as a 
result of  injuries.

The friendly is billed for 
Es tad io  Jose  Alva lade, 
L i s b o n  o n  T h u r s d a y, 
November 17.

25 minutes.
L o o k m a n  h a s  n o w 

scored six league goals in 
eight games since the start of  
October.

H i s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
teammate, Victor Osimhen is 
the only player in the Italian 
top-flight that has more in 
that duration.

The 25-year-old has 
scored seven goals in 15 

league appearances for La 
Dea this season.

Lookman linked up with 
Atalanta from Bundesliga 
c l u b,  R B  L e i p z i g  l a s t 
summer.

Atalanta have now lost 
their last three Serie A games 
and continue to slide down 
the standings, having been in 
second position only a couple 
of  weeks ago.

'no game is easy,' as he shrugs 
o f f  C a p o c a n n o n i e r e 
ambitions in favour of  the 
Scudetto.

Napol i  las t  won the 
Scudetto during the 1989–90 
season. 

“That is not for me, I don't 
put myself  before the team or 
m y  i n d i v i d u a l 
ambition,”Osimhen told 
DAZN. 

“It is a team sport and I 
want to win trophies with this 
t e a m .  I f  I  w i n 
Capocannoniere, I'll be happy, 

but the important thing is the 
team wins.”

“I think this game was 
really intense, especially the 
second half. We played as a 
team to get the three points, 
the most important thing is to 
keep going and remember no 
game is easy, so we did great,” 
the 23-year-old told DAZN. 

“I'm happy about the 
goal, Eljif  gave me a great 
a s s i s t .  I  a m  h a p p y  t o 
contribute and we want to 
keep the momentum going.” 

N a p o l i  a r e  a l m o s t 
disappointed with the long 
break for the 2022 World Cup, 
a s  i t  i n t e r r u p t s  a n 
extraordinary period of  form 
for the team, who won't be 
b a c k  p l a y i n g  t o g e t h e r 
competitively until January 4. 

“It's not a problem, we 
have some days off, we return 
a s  a  g r o u p.  I  w i s h  my 
t e a m m a t e s  a  g o o d 
tournament, we will come 
back very soon and work 
together as a team.” 

SPORTS
Serie A: Osimhen dreams Scudetto, not Capocannoniere 

...As Lookman fails to prevent Atalanta's defeat

World Cup:
Bernardo Silva has faith
in Ronaldo

Bassey doubtful for Super Eagles friendly

Osayi-Samuel thrilled
by Super Eagles call-up

NDLEA nabs wanted drug
baron, arrests woman linked
to Pakistani cocaine syndicate

Navy set ablaze boat with PMS
drums, arrests crew members


