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Nigerian serial thief, ‘Blue Cloth Bandit’
arrested after throwing lavish wedding party
A 

Nigerian identified 
as Charles Chukwu-
ma Onwuemelie has 

been arrested in Los Angeles, 
United States, for allegedly 
being involved in a total of  
68-armed business robberies.

Onwuemelie allegedly 
“used a blue cloth to cov-
er the handgun used in the 
robberies that occurred at 
gas stations, 7-11s and Wal-

marts,” LAPD said in a press 
release.

“The suspect would con-
ceal himself  by wearing dif-
ferent hats, a face mask, and 
rubber gloves,” LAPD said. 
“The same vehicle was used 
in many of  the robberies, and 
the same suspect was linked 
to the robberies based on sev-
eral factors.”

Onwuemelie’s latest at-

tempt occurred on Sept. 23, 
when detectives crafted a 
plan to initiate surveillance 
and serve a search warrant.

Surveillance footage re-
leased by the LAPD shows 
the suspect appearing to pur-
chase items at a convenience 
store before he reveals his 
alleged weapon covered by 
a blue cloth. He can also be 
seen wearing blue gloves and 

a hat that conceals his face in 
the video.

Police recovered a firearm 
and other evidence from the 
scene of  Onwuemelie’s latest 
alleged robbery linking him 
to the crime.

The suspect is charged with 
16 counts of  robbery that al-
legedly occurred within LA 
city limits, though officials 
expect the Los Angeles Sher-
iff ’s Department to file addi-
tional charges for numerous 
other robberies that apparent-
ly occurred within the county.

Authorities are asking an-

yone with information about 
the string of  robberies to con-
tact Detective Esther Myape 
at (213) 486-6840.

Meanwhile, there are re-
ports that about three months 
ago he threw a lavish Ameri-
can wedding when he walked 
his partner, Stephanie, down 
the aisle.

“Charles and Stephanie 
met as church in 2012 while 
Stephanie was volunteering 
as a Teacher’s Aide in Confir-
mation class.

“Charles and his brother 
were in the Confirmation 

stage of  their Catholicism. 
Charles became enamored 
with the beautiful young lade 
that would fail his confirma-
tion papers.

“After Charles confronted 
Stephanie about her rigor-
ous grading, they developed 
a friendship that later turned 
into love.”

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he people of  Ukwa 
East and Ukwa 
West LGAs in Abia 

State have been described 
as the most marginalized 
people in scheme of  things 
in Abia State.

This is even as the com-
munities in the oil-rich 
zones have nothing to 
show for their decades of  
economic importance to 
Abia State.

These assertions were 
made by Chief  Sylvanus 
Nwaji, the House of  Repre-
sentatives candidate of  All 
Peoples Congress (APC) 
recently while explaining 
his reasons for vying for 
the slot of  UkwaEast/ 
West federal constituency.

Nwaji, who was a former 
LGA Chairman of  Ukwa 
West, expressed sadness 
that there were no infra-
structure in Ukwa land to 
suggest that billions of  na-
ira worth of  oil were being 
drilled from the places on 
daily basis.

He lamented that roads 
and hospitals in the two 
Ukwa LGAs are the worst 
in nature while youth un-
employment is still on the 
rise, noting that marginal-
isation of  his people must 
end in 2023.

Nwaji who also accused 
some persons in the feder-
al constituency of  capital-
izing on divide-and -rule 
mechanism to enthrone 
unprepared persons as the 
peoples’ representatives, 
assured that such unhelpful 

trend would not be allowed 
in 2023.

He made it clear that 
Ukwa East and West were 
only oil producing areas 
only in name as the avail-
able evidences could con-
firm that total poverty was 
the order of  the day in the 
supposed oil-rich towns.

The APP candidate fur-
ther explained that his 
choice of  the new political 
party was to ensure that he 
distanced himself  with the 
political parties under its 
watch, his people were al-
legedly subjected to untold 
hardship and gross margin-
alisation.

He advised the people 
against selling their votes as 
doing so would keep them 
in more years of  abject pov-
erty.

President Buhari releases money 
to tackle Edda landslide in Ebonyi
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

P
resident Muhammadu 
Buhari has released a 
huge sum of  money for 

the reconstruction of  the Og-
wuma section of  Ebunwana 
- Ekoli Edda road recently 
devastated by landslide.

Governor David Umahi 
disclosed this, on Sunday 
during an Interdenomina-
tional church service to mark 
the 62nd Independence Day 
celebration of  Nigeria and 26 
years of  creation of  Ebonyi 
State.

The church service was 
held at Saint Paul’s Catholic 
Parish Onuebonyi, Abakali-
ki.

The Governor appreciated 
the President for the gesture 
and other numerous assis-
tance to the State within the 
period of  his administration, 
adding that there has been 
no single memo taken to the 
President on behalf  of  the 
state that failed to receive his 
approval.

 Umahi who restated his 
earlier decision to choose 
his successor from Ebonyi 
North Zone in 2023, insisted 
that it was in the interest of  
justice, equity and fairness. 
He urged the People to ral-
ly round the candidacy of  
Right Honourable Francis 
Nwifuru, assuring that Nwi-
furu would consolidate on 
his lofty achievements.

“I am a product of  justice, 
equity and fairness and be-
cause of  equity I insist that 
the next Governor must 
come from the North, but I 
can see few people of  Ebonyi 
North still wanting power to 
return to almost the same 
town with me.

“Anything that is not root-
ed in justice, equity and fair-
ness is bound to fall.

“I believe in justice, equity 
and fairness.

 “After waiting on the 
Lord, God spoke to me 
about my successor.

“That seat has been anoint-
ed, and it is for the Speaker 
who has served the State and 
I want to assure you that he is 
a product of  the Church.

“May it please God and 
the Church.”

The Governor while at-
tributing the successes of  his 
administration to the part-
nership with the Christian 
Association of  Nigeria, the 
Divine Mandate Pastors, the 
Elders Council;  the Found-
ing Fathers among others, re-
iterated that his Government 
would continue to impact 
lives until it winds down in 
2023.

“When I was building the 

Governor’s Lodge in Abuja, 
Tinubu passed there and said 
he thought it was a five-star 
hotel.

Shettima passed and said it 
is the best house in the whole 
of  Abuja. “In other words, I 
was building for the future. 

“That is the way to go.
Governor Umahi further 

admonished Ebonyi citizens 
to always give gratitude to 
God. “We cannot get up un-
til we begin to be grateful to 
God.

“Gratitude is an acknowl-
edgement of  the mercies of  
God in our lives so we have 
to give it because if  we keep 
it, it becomes dangerous.”

Buhari to present N19.76tn 2023 
budget, Friday

P
resident Muhammadu 
Buhari will on Friday 
present N19.76 tril-

lion, 2023 Budget to the Na-
tional Assembly in Abuja.

The presentation will take 
place 10am at the temporary 
chamber of  House of  Rep-
resentatives, according to 
reports.

However, Director Gener-
al, Budget Office of  the Fed-
eration, Ben Akabueze, had 
said the President will pres-
ent the 2023 appropriation 
to the National Assembly in 
September.

He said the 2023 budget 
was prepared in tandem with 
extant Federal Government 
policies and guidelines as ar-
ticulated in the 2023 Budget 
Call Circular and other rele-
vant laws and regulations.

Buhari had in December 
2021 signed the 2022 Appro-
priation Bill into law with an 
aggregate expenditures of  
N17.127 trillion, an increase 
of  N735.85 billion over the 
initial Executive Proposal 
for a total expenditure of  
N16.391 trillion.

The Minister of  Finance, 
Zainab Ahmed, had dis-
closed that the federal gov-
ernment will borrow over 

N11 trillion and sell national 
assets to finance the budget 
deficit in 2023.

The budget deficit, she 
said, will exceed N12.42 tril-
lion, should it keep the petro-
leum subsidy for the entire 
2023 fiscal cycle.

She proposed two options 
for the lawmakers to consider 
for the 2023 budget.

First, the deficit is projected 
to be N12.41 trillion in 2023, 
up from N7.35 trillion budg-
eted in 2022, representing 196 
per cent of  total revenue or 
5.50 per cent of  the estimated 
GDP. In this option, she said, 
the government would spend 
N6.72 trillion.

The second option, she 
explained, involves keeping 
subsidy till June 2023 and this 
scenario will take the deficit 
to N11.30 trillion, which is 
5.01 per cent of  the estimated 
GDP. In this option, the PMS 
subsidy is projected to gulp 
N3.3 trillion.

The federal government 
already plans to spend N18.6 
billion daily on PMS. The 
two proposals have budget 
deficits far above the stipu-
lated threshold in the Fiscal 
Responsibility Act.

Imeobi Igbo seeks Kanu’s urgent 
release over alleged ill health

By Uzo Ugwunze,
Nnewi

T
he usual Monday 
weekly sit-at-home 
persisted last Monday 

in the commercial city of  
Onitsha, Anambra state with 
a call for an urgent release of  
the leader of  the Indigenous 
People of  Biafra, IPoB, Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu, MNK.

As usual, shops, mar-
kets, courts, schools, banks, 
among others remained shut 
last Monday as tricycle op-
erators and few commercial 
buses plied the roads without 

good number of  passengers.
However, partial move-

ment was recorded as resi-
dents came out from their 
houses at about 2pm, to at-
tend to certain engagements 
that included, town union, 
club meetings, among oth-
ers.

In calling for Kanu’s ur-
gent and unconditional re-
lease, Imeobi Igbo Forum a 
Pan Igbo Grassroots Soci-
ocultural Organisation, re-
called that this third time call 
for Kanu’s release is the most 
urgent, based on the health 
challenges he developed in-
side the DSS facility.

According to a press state-
ment signed by its National 
Chairman, Ugoeju Dr. Mike 
Ikegulu, “On this 4th day of  
October being another court 
outing for Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu, Nigeria government 
should release Kanu urgent-
ly because of  the story of  
this prisoner of  conscience 
which has moved from not 

enough food, hunger strike 
to life threatening heart re-
lated illness with denial of  
quality care”. 

“Death of  MNK in de-
tention cannot be imagined. 
We remind the president 
and Nigerians of  the con-
sequences of  the death in 
detention of  Mohammed 
Yusuf, founder of  Boko 
Haram in 2009. 

All well-meaning organ-
isations have called for his 
freedom. The United Na-
tions, UN Human Rights 
Council Working Group on 
Arbitrary Detention capped 
it all up with her six-month 
time framed demand for im-
mediate freedom of  MNK 
with adequate compensa-
tion”.

“Therefore, the president 
should ignore the war mon-
gers around him to be mag-
nanimous and presidential 
by freeing MNK without 
further delay because delay, 
they say, is dangerous”.

Read
& 

Advertise
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Court fixes Oct 27 for judgment on Nnamdi Kanu’s 
suit against FG, Attorney-General

Governor Uzodimma observing the national anthem during an interaction with Commissioners, Head of Service, Heads of
Parastatals and agencies, MDAs, and Directors in the civil service.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

J
ustice Evelyn An-
yadike of  the Federal 
High Court, Umuahia 

has fixed October 27 for 
the judgment on the suit 
brought by Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu, the detained lead-
er of  Indigenous People 
of  Biafra (IPOB) against 
the federal government of  
Nigeria and the Attorney 
General of  the federation.

In the suit, known as 
extraordinary rendition, 
Kanu, through his Lawyer, 
Alloy Ejimakor is seeking 
the enforcement of  his 
fundamental human rights 
which he said, was abused 
during his illegal abduc-
tion in Kenya in 2021 by 
agents of  the respondents.

Kanu was represented in 
the matter by lead council, 
Alloy Ejimakor and other 
Lawyers while the feder-
al government of  Nigeria 
and the Attorney General 
of  the federation were rep-
resented by Simon Enoch 
and A.H. Shuaib.

The Lawyer to Kanu, 

Alloy Ejimakor told the 
Court that his client’s ab-
duction in Kenya in 2021 
was unlawful, illegal, and 
total abuse of  his funda-
mental human rights as 
enshrined in Article 12 (4) 
of  African Chatter which 
is domiciled by Nigeria’s 
National Assembly.

The Lawyer prayed the 
Court to declare Kanu’s 
arrest and detention as 
unlawful and to order the 
respondents to release his 
client unconditionally.

He also challenged the 
respondents to avail the 
Court with documents 
permitting the arrest or 
abduction of  Kanu from 
Kenya.

 But the counsel to the 
federal government and 
the Attorney General of  
the federation, Simon 
Enoch urged the Federal 
High Court to dismiss the 
suit, on the grounds that 
the same matter had  on 
January 9, 2022 been de-
cided by Abia State High 
Court presided by Justice 
P. Anya.

However, Nnamdi 

ABSU may regain medical accreditation
before November – Report
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he payment of  seven 
months salaries of  
Doctors at Abia State 

University Teaching (AB-
SUTH), Aba by Abia State 
government may lead to 
re-accreditation of  the school 
by the National Universities 
Commission (NUC).

The expected re-accredi-
tation, as gathered by News 
Echo, may take place in late  
October or early November, 
2022 as informed by an offi-
cial of  ABSUTH who spoke 
under anonymity.

The official who said he 
is not qualified to go to the 
press on the labour matter, 
however, revealed that Na-
tional University Commis-
sion (NUC) accreditation 
team may return to Aba 
soon, as according to him, 
non-payment of  workers’ sal-
aries accounted most for the 
industrial actions embarked 
upon by the medical doctors 
in the school before now.

“Just like it happened at 

Abia Poly, we may regain our 
status this October or early 
November if  all things are 
equal”, said the ABSUTH 
staff.

The NUC had in May, 
withdrawn the accredita-
tion of  the medical school, 
citing some reasons and the 
situation threw many ad-
mission-seeking medical stu-
dents and their parents into 
confusion and dilemma.

But on Saturday, the Pres-
ident of  Association of  Res-
ident Doctors (ARD), AB-
SUTH branch, Dr Nnamdi 
Erondu told Journalists in 
Umuahia that his members 
have received payment of  
seven months salary arrears 
from the Abia State govern-
ment with a further promise 
by the government to pay the 
remaining months.

To this end, Dr Erondu 
confirmed that his members 
are back on duty at AB-
SUTH, Aba, to save lives and 
train student doctors.

According to Dr Erondu, 
“ We are happy to inform 
members of  the public that 

Kanu’s Lawyer argued 
that the case earlier decid-
ed by Justice Anya of  the 
Abia State High Court was 
different from the pres-
ent suit before the Federal 
High Court.

According to Barr Eji-
makor, the extraordinary 
rendition case is seeking 
to declare the arrest and 
detention of  Mazi Nnam-
di Kanu in Kenya and his 
abusive transfer to Nigeria 
as unlawful and total abuse 

of  his fundamental human 
rights while the case de-
cided by Abia State High 
Court dealt on September 
2017 invasion of  Nnam-
di Kanu’s family house in 
Afara, Umuahia by mili-
tary officers allegedly sent 
by federal government.

He also raised the alarm 
over the deteriorating 
health conditions of  Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu, saying, 
“My Lord, My Client is 
gravely ill in detention

Speaking to Journalists 
after the matter, Kanu’s 
Lawyer, Ejimakor ex-
plained that his client ex-
pected justice on October 
27, noting that in the event 
of  granting of  the prayers 
by the Federal High Court, 
his client is entitled to fi-
nancial compensations as 
spelt out by the Nigerian 
constitution on abuse of  
peoples fundamental hu-
man rights.

During the case, the High 

Court room was filled to 
brim with Journalists and 
Lawyers.

Members of  Kanu’s fam-
ily and members of  the 
Jewish religion as well as 
his other supporters were 
in the Federal High Court 
to express their support for 
their detained leader.

There was a tight security 
around the Court premises 
as two high profile matters 
were handled by the federal 
high Court.

we are back to work at the 
teaching hospital in Aba and 
they can come access our 
usual quality medical servic-
es.”

He continued, “The Gov-
ernor has done well to keep 
his promise to our members 
and we are hopeful that he 
will handle the rest as quickly 
as possible.”

Dr Erondu confirmed that 
“All our members are back 
to work to work and ready 
to deliver quality service to 
Abians.”

The ARD ABSUTH Pres-
ident assured that his mem-
bers would support every 
effort towards the return of  
accreditation to school by the 
NUC.

Findings by News Echo 
discovered that after the with-
drawal in May, some wealthy 
parents who wanted their stu-
dents to study medicine and 
surgery in ABSU took their 
children to some private uni-
versities to ensure that their 
ambitions were not affected.

Among the private schools 
that benefited from the de-

velopment was Gregory 
University, Uturu, owned by 
Prof  Greg Ibe, guber candi-
date of  APGA in Abia.

 But parents who could not 
afford the high demands of  
private universities, decided 
to wait for the NUC to reo-
pen the school.

One of  the parents whose 
child scored high marks in 
her UTME, Mr Cletus Awa 
who spoke on the matter on 
Monday, expressed his desire 
to have his daughter admit-
ted to study in ABSU.

Mr Awa who commended 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
for the payment of  the seven 
months salary, urged him to 
follow up the matter by en-
suring that the teaching hos-
pital is reopened quickly.

Awa said, “I don’t have 
the money to train my child 
in private universities. They 
are not affordable for the 
common man. That is why 
am waiting patiently for AB-
SUTH to reopen so that my 
brilliant daughter and can go 
there and study.”

Anambra Govt imposes 
new waste disposal tax on 
residents

A
nambra State Gov-
ernor, Prof. Chuk-
wuma Soludo, had 

imposed new taxes and 
rates on residents to take 
care of  sanitation challeng-
es.

This comes not long after 
a recent increment in tax-
es for commercial tricycle 
operators, also known as 
Keke NAPEP and shuttle 
drivers sparked protests by 
the two groups in the state.

Managing Director of  
Anambra State Waste 
Management Agency, 
Mike Ozoemena, said the 
new taxes, which must 
be paid by all residents, 
including rural dwellers, 
took effect from October 1, 
2022.

He said more waste col-
lection trucks would be 
procured and fueled for 
waste disposal even as 
more waste bins would be 
purchased and placed at 
strategic locations across 
the state for effective waste 
collection and manage-
ment.

Ozoemena said the new 
rate was classified accord-
ing to local governments 
which could be rural, 
semi-urban and urban. He 
said the LGAs in the urban 
category include Awka 

South, Onitsha North, 
Onitsha South, Aguata, 
Nnewi North, Idemili 
North and Ogbaru.

He listed semi-urban lo-
cal governments as Njiko-
ka, Idemili South, Ihiala, 
Awka North, Oyi, Orum-
ba North, Orumba South, 
Anaocha, Nnewi South, 
Dunukofia, and Anam-
bra East, while rural local 
governments include Ay-
amelum, Anambra West 
and Ekwusigo.

For example, he said 
for residential buildings 
in the rural areas, the rate 
for a duplex was fixed for 
N12,000; in semi-urban 
N18,000 and N24,000 for 
urban areas annually.

He said N6,000 was 
fixed for detached bun-
galows in the rural areas, 
N9000 for semi-urban and 
N12,000 for the urban are-
as annually.

“Flat (2-3 bedrooms) 
will pay N3,600 for rural, 
N5,400 for semi-urban 
and N7,200 for urban, an-
nually. One-bedroom flat 
in rural area is N2,400, 
semi-urban N3,600 and 
N4,800 for urban, yearly. 
One-room in rural areas 
will pay N1,200, N1,800 
for semi-urban and N2,400 
for urban yearly,” he said.
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Editorial

ealth is central to the development Hof any country. Nigeria's gross 
domestic product is the largest in 

Africa, but its per capita income is very low 
with a highly inequitable distribution of 
income, wealth, and therefore, health. 

It is a picture of poverty amidst plenty. 
Nigeria is both a wealthy country and a very 
poor one. About 40% of Nigerians live in 
poverty, in social conditions that create ill 
health, and with the ever-present risk of 
catastrophic expenditures from high out-of-
pocket spending for health. 

Even compared with countries of 
similar income levels in Africa, Nigeria's 
population health outcomes are poor, with 
national  statist ics  masking drastic 
differences between rich and poor, urban 
and rural populations, and different regions.

The local government system created in 
1976 is still the closest form of government 
to the grassroots. However, historically, 
most Primary Health Centres (PHCs) 
managed at the local government level, are 
ill equipped to provide the required quality 
of care.

It should be noted that Nigeria's health 
system is experiencing a severe crisis 
occasioned by a weak primary health system 
which has severely hindered progress 
towards achieving Universal Health 
Coverage  (UHC)  through  pr imar y 
healthcare. 

A strong Primary Health Care (PHC) 
system is a strong catalyst towards achieving 
Universal Health Coverage (UHC). It is 
therefore imperative to identify the key 
drivers and evaluate the challenges 
confronting health governance at the local 
government level.

According to the National Institute for 
Policy and Strategic Studies (NIPSS) 
Director General, Professor Ayo Omatayo, 
“Nigeria is confronting severe crises 
occasioned by weak primary healthcare 
delivery. If the situation is not reversed, it 
will be absolutely difficult to achieve 
Sustanable Development Goal 3 which is 
dedicated to ensuring healthy lives and the 
promotion of the well-being of all citizens at 
all ages.”

A health system and management 
expert at the School of Health and Related 
Research University of Sheffield United 
Kingdom (UK), Dr. Muhammad Saddiq 
said that for health systems, including PHC, 
t o  b e  s t r e n g t h e n e d ,  t h e  i s s u e  o f 
accountability and governance must be 
addressed because “poor access  to 
governance at the local level is the root cause 
of the failure of the primary healthcare and 
indeed the entire health system in low and 
middle-income countries, including 

Nigeria.” He added that nation building 
efforts cannot be successful unless adequate 
attention is paid to the populace's health as 
“efforts to improve health can be a powerful 
tool for capturing the goodwill of the 
citizens”.

Good governance is one of the building 
blocks of  a health system and a core 
component of resilient health systems. 
According to the 'State of Primary Health 
Care Service Delivery in Nigeria' report, 
governance manifests through policy 
guidance, oversight, regulation, and 
accountability and helps shape a country's 
health outcomes.

Major obstacles include ineffective use 
of available resources, a dearth of robust 
population-level health and mortality data, 
insufficient financing for health and health 
care, sub-optimal deployment of available 
health funding to purchase health services, 
and large population inequities. Nigeria's 
demographic dividend has unguaranteed 
potential, with a high dependency ratio, a 
fast-g rowing population, and slow 
reduction in child mortality. Effective, 
quality reproductive, maternal, and child 
health services including family planning, 
and female education and empowerment are 
likely to accelerate demographic transition 
and yield a demographic dividend.

High performing health systems 
recognise the importance of having an 
effective PHC service as a key driver of 
achieving universal health coverage (UHC) 
adding that strengthening PHC strongly 
relies on the Primary Health Care (PHC) 
structures across Nigeria, to deliver 
individual based care and essential public 
health functions to all.

Although Nigeria has seen some level 
of improvements in service delivery of 
primary health care, increasing financing 
a n d  i m p r ov i n g  c u r r e n t  f i n a n c i n g 
arrangements can catalyse our goal of 
achieving UHC by 2030.

We therefore advocate that better and 
more reformed approaches be adopted to 
finance the Primary Healthcare in the States 
and LGAs. 

It is reasonable to identify the common 
challenges and policy responses in the 
Primary HealthCare System in the country.

We recommend that prevention should 
be at the heart of health policy given 
Nigeria's young population. This will 
require a whole-of-government approach 
and community engagement. An explicit 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  e q u i t y  i n  t h e 
implementation of  programmes and 
provision of social welfare, education and 
employment opportunities should be 
paramount.

Strengthening
primary health care
through reforms



Opinion
News Echo   Wednesday 5 - Thursday 6 October, 2022                                                                   Page 5

orced migration and its Fc o n c o m i t a n t  
enslavement of  the 

African was a blight on the 
world's collective conscience 
between the 1500s and 1800s. 
T h e  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  s t i l l  
reverberate through time to the 
present. Africans are calling for 
payment of  reparations to their 
motherland by the European 
powers till date.

It is paradoxical that the 
ships of  the slave masters were 
filled with unwilling and forced 
migrants, brutally repressed 
and tortured to keep them on 
board, yet some would rather 
drown than move away from 
their motherland and the place 
they considered as home.

A friend once told me that 
if  US or UK berths a ship on the 
shores of  Nigeria today and 
asks young people if  they want 
to leave and migrate to either of  
the two countries on the said 
ship, the number of  people who 
will voluntarily get on board 
will sink the ship. The struggles, 
fights, and shovelling that will 
b e  s e e n  w o u l d  m a k e  
“Wrestlemania” look like 
child's play. As sad as this 
assumption is, statistics back its 
fundamental realities.

A recent PEW research 
survey reveals that about 45% 
of  Nigeria's adult population 
plans to relocate to another 
country within five years. Of  
the 12 countries surveyed from 
Africa, the Middle East, Europe 
and North America, Nigerians 
ranked highest among people 
who desperately want to 
r e loca te  to  some  o the r  
countries. In another study in 
2021, it was revealed that seven 
in every 10 Nigerians planned 
to relocate if  the opportunity 
presents itself.

A new report by the UK 
government shows that the 
13,609 Nigerian healthcare 
workers granted working visas 
within the last one year (2021) 
are second only to the 42,966 
from India. According to the 
UK immig ra t ion  re por t  
released  last Thursday, Nigeria 
is second only to Indians in the 
number of  visas granted to the 
'Skilled Worker – Health & 
Care' category, with 14% 
(13,609) of  the total. Recent 
official data from Canadian 
immigration sources indicate 
that 12,595 Nigerians relocated 
to Canada alone in 2019 alone. 
There were 4,000 applications 

for permanent residency by 
Nigerians in Canada in 2015. 
By 2019, the number had 
climbed to 15,595 – an increase 
of  over 214.9%.

The recent  wave of  
Nigerians relocating out of  the 
country represents the largest 
movement of  people out of  the 
country since the end of  the 
civil war, over fifty years ago. 
What is significant is the profile 
of  those who are relocating. 
They are primarily skilled 
youth, including doctors, 
nurses, IT engineers, university 
lecturers and technicians. They 
also include young people who 
completed their studies abroad 
and opted to stay back because 
our country has nothing to offer 
them with regard to jobs, 
opportunities, or even basic 
safety. Some of  them have been 
educated in elite universities at 
home and abroad.  This  
d e m o g r a p h i c  i s  m o r e  
debilitating for our national 
developmental prospects.

The primary strategic 
concern of  our increasing 
demographic haemorrhage is 
the emigration of  skilled 
Nigerian youth. The people on 
whom our future depends are 
leaving. Our best energies and 
brains are being drained. Our IT 
wiz kids, medical scientists, 
economists, biotechnologists, 
and academics, etc. are flooding 
flights headed out to better 
climes. Many of  them have no 
plans of  returning home in any 
hurry. A certain disturbing 
pessimism that this place will 
not get better any time soon 
pervades the attitude of  many 
of  these fleeing youth. They are 
leaving because the place we 
call home has degenerated into 
a hell hole of  calamities, devoid 
of  opportunities or hope.

Five major factors seem to 
be fuelling this voluntary 
migration from Nigeria, which 
has never been seen since World 
War II. These factors include 
the desire for better career 
opportunities, heightened 
insecurity in the country, the 
need to provide a better future 
f o r  o n e ' s  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  
r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  f u r t h e r  
e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  p o o r  
governance in the country. To 
underscore these points, a 
cursory look at Nigeria's 
economic statistics paints an 
ugly picture.

First, there are limited 
employment opportunities, as 
the country's unemployment 
rate rose five-fold (from 6.4% to 

33.3%) between 2010 and 2020. 
Unemployment creates or 
increases the chances of  
p ove r t y,  a n d  a  r i s e  i n  
unemployment, as revealed by 
Nigeria's data, means more 
people are being pushed under 
the poverty line. In recent 
months, unemployment and 
poverty primarily affect the 
youth, and crippling inflation 
has exacerbated the problem. 
Inflation has moved from about 
7% a decade ago to over 20.52% 
lately (August 2022), forcing 
more people into poverty.

The security challenge is 
worsening by the day, with 
constant escalation of  societal 
tensions by the activities of  
k i d n a p p e r s ,  b a n d i t s ,  
secessionists, terrorists, and 
other forms of  criminality. The 
insecurity level has become a 
significant concern, with the 
death toll in nine months 
reaching 8,281, and 3,490 
persons kidnapped in only eight 
months in 2021. ASUU has 
been on strike for almost nine 
months now, with no clear 
sense of  direction. Therefore 
university students remain at 
home. The only option to these 
peculiar Nigerian problems is to 
“japa” (a Yoruba slang for 
escape).

If  Nigeria's socio-political 
and economic climates remain 
averse and strangulating, young 
people, even middle-career 
parents, will abandon the 
country and relocate at the 
slightest opportunity. This trend 
is not likely to end soon. 
Tragically, the areas worst hit by 
the current wave of  migrations 
are the most strategic for our 
nation. We may quickly lose 
o u r  c o m p e t i t i v e  a n d  
comparative advantages in IT, 
Engineering, Medicine, and 
other highly skilled jobs due to 
those emigrating in droves. In 
years to come, the opportunity 
cost of  this migration may be 
too high to contemplate.

The irony in some cases is 
that most of  these people 
travelling received their training 
and education in public 
institutions funded by the 
Nigerian government, and the 
developed countries will simply 
reap the rewards that ought to 
accrue to Nigeria (a reversed aid 
from Nigeria to developed 
countries). Those from families 
that can afford to cover the costs 
of  studying (while expending 
huge sums in foreign exchange) 
or working abroad have no 
plans of  ever returning to 

Nigeria soon. The pull of  
skilled migration is quite high. 
With aging populations in most 
developed countries, a dearth of  
professionals and highly skilled 
workers in STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and 
m a t h s )  a r e a s ,  a n d  t h e  
advantages of  a diverse 
workforce, the developing 
countries are in demand of  
professionals with the suitable 
skills base and English language 
proficiency.

The Nigerian government 
appears unperturbed by the 
outbound migration of  its 
professionals  and young 
people.  The  number  o f  
passports issued by the Nigeria 
Immigration Service rose by 
38% between 2020 and 2021. 
This increased from 767,164 to 
1,059,607 passports granted in 
2020 and 2021, respectively. 
This is an indication that more 
people are planning to move out 
o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e  
government, in terms of  
policies and actions, is not 
putting anything on the ground 
to stem this tide. It rather seems 
that the government has an 
alternative view of  this mass 
migration.

The government seems to 
be toeing the view that as a large 
country with a population of  
over 200 million people, it is a 
good thing to export its skilled 
labour. About 50,000 people 
leaving a country of  200 million 
people annually should not be a 
red flag, as those left behind are 
more than the few who will 
make it out. However, it is this 
migrating group that ought to 
bother the government more.

Some argue that the next 
generation's exodus will help 
increase diaspora remittances, 
which lately has been the 
booster to the national dollar 
reserve. Diaspora remittances 
reported by the CBN currently 
hover between $25 billion and 
$30 billion annually, and is still 
rising. The country can earn 
close to $100 billion annually if  
it harnesses the remitting 
potentials of  its various 
d i a s p o r a s .  T h e  L a b o u r  
Minister, Chris Ngige, affirmed 
this view when he told 
journalists last year that the 
country was exporting its best 
minds because it had a surplus 
of  talents and, in any case, 
“when they go abroad, they 
earn money and send it back 
home here.”

Some Nigerians do not see 
anything wrong with this mass 

m o v e m e n t  o f  s k i l l e d  
professionals, in peace time, 
abroad. They argue that it's the 
same way a generation of  
Nigerians once left the villages 
in droves for cities and urban 
centres across the country. 
Education, lack of  employment 
opportunities and shrinking 
socio-economic conditions will 
ensure forced migrat ion 
anyway.

India, a country facing a 
similar situation, has created a 
robust policy and institutional 
framework to reverse this trend 
which portends danger for the 
c o u n t r y ' s  f u t u r e  s o c i o -
e c o n o m i c  d eve l o p m e n t .  
Among the steps taken include 
but are not limited to creating 
e m p l oy m e n t ,  a t t r a c t i n g  
international companies to site 
industries in India, and creating 
awareness of  the inevitable 
growth of  the country as a 
global economic powerhouse 
soon. The hope of  a better 
Nigeria is a recipe for keeping 
young professionals from 
migrating, and this underscores 
the importance of  the 2023 
general election. The new breed 
of  leaders that will emerge must 
inspire hope in the future of  
Nigeria.

The long term solution to 
the japa syndrome is multi-
p r o n g e d .  I t  r e q u i r e s  a  
fundamental renewal of  the 
educational system at the 
tertiary level. It needs a shift of  
emphasis from certificate 
education to entrepreneurship 
education. We need at least 
eight years of  the uninterrupted 
inf low of  foreign direct 
investment to create an average 
of  three million to five million 
jobs per annum. Above all, it 
requires an onslaught on 
insecurity to enable internal 
migration of  the factors of  
production, especially labour 
and capital, from one section of  
the country to the others. 
Deliberate steps must be taken 
to improve the quality of social 
services in the short and 
medium term.

Taken together, these 
measures will help reverse long 
term mass migration from the 
country by creating a conducive 
environment for citizens to 
pursue and realise their 
potentials within Nigeria. They 
will also enable a gradual year-
on-year reversal through the 
rights of  return and homeward 
movements.

By Dakuku Peterside

Exodus of the next generation;
time for real concern
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he Vice-Chancellor To f  t h e  A j a y i 
C r o w t h e r 

University, Oyo, Professor 
Timothy Adebayo, has 
said students and staff  of  

t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  a r e 
e x p e r i e n c i n g  u n t o l d 
hardship on the Oyo-
Ogbomoso road on daily 
basis.

Adebayo who spoke 

on Tuesday urged the 
federal government under 
the leadership of  President 
Muhammadu Buhari to 
urgently repair the road.

The Vice-Chancellor 

here is a strong Ti n d i c a t i o n  t h a t 
P r e s i d e n t 

Muhammadu Buhari is 
currently locked in meeting 
with the Speaker, House of  
Representatives,  Femi 
Gbajabiamila and some 
leaders of  the House, at the 
Presidential Villa, Abuja, 
over the eight months of  
industrial action by the 

uhari said, “This Byear's summit will 
m i r r o r  h o w 

corruption undermines 
educational policies and 
investments, and creates 
an unfriendly learning 
e nv i r o n m e n t  f o r  o u r 
youths. 

“ Incessan t  s t r ikes 
especially by unions in the 
tertiary education often 
imply that government is 
g ross ly  underfunding 
education, but I must say 
that corruption in the 
education system from 
basic level to the tertiary 
l e v e l  h a s  b e e n 

academic inst i tut ions 
alone but should include 
a n  a l l o c a t i o n  t o  t h e 
U n i v e r s a l  B a s i c 
Education, transfers to 
TETFUND and refund 
from the Education Tax 
P o o l  A c c o u n t  t o 
TETFUND etc. 

“I am aware that the 
a g g r e g a t e  e d u c a t i o n 
budget in all the 36 states 
of  the Federation and that 
o f  t h e  F e d e r a l 
Government, combined 
w i t h  t h e  i n t e r n a l l y 
generated revenues of  the 

Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities, ASUU.

Today's meeting will 
feature a presentation of  
recommendations from 
meetings they had with 
stakeholders on strike to 
Buhari.

It was recalled that 
Gbajabiamila had sought 
to mediate between FG 
and ASUU, following 

u n d e r m i n i n g  o u r 
investment in the sector 
and those who go on 
prolonged strikes on flimsy 
r e a s o n s  a r e  n o  l e s s 
complicit. 

“ T h e  1 9 9 9 
Constitution places a 
premium on education by 
p l a c i n g  i t  o n  t h e 
Concurrent List, thereby 
laying the responsibilities 
o f  b u d g e t i n g  a n d 
underwriting qualitative 
education on both the 
F e d e r a l  a n d  S t a t e 
Governments.” 

He argued that monies 
disbursed to the Education 

educational institutions 
themselves are also a 
subject that requires the 
attention of  critics of  
government funding of  
education,” he said. 

The President also 
noted the need for closer 
scrutiny of  funds used by 
t e r t i a r y  in s t i tu t ions, 
decrying what he called an 
“over bloated payroll” in 
many schools. 

He said, “Government 
will  continue to fund 
e d u c a t i o n  w i t h i n 
real is t ical ly  avai lable 

which he met with the 
union and other relevant 
government agencies for 
their contributions.

He also pledged that 
the report would reflect 
their interactions in order 
t o  p r o v i d e 
recommendations that 
would enable the President 
to  make an informed 
decision.

Ministry do not reflect the 
t o t a l i t y  o f  t h e 
government's allocation to 
the sector and should not 
be construed as such. 

 “The total education 
budget for each year is, 
therefore, a reflection of  
both federal and state 
budgets and should be 
v i e w e d  w i t h  o t h e r 
financial commitments in 
their totality.

“The allocation to 
education in the federal 
budget should not be 
considered via allocation 
to the Federal Ministry of  
E d u c a t i o n  a n d  a l s o 

revenue, but stakeholders, 
inc luding  the  media , 
should equally advocate 
for transparency in the 
amount  genera ted  as 
i n t e r n a l ly  ge n e r a t e d 
revenue by educational 
institutions and how such 
funds are expended. 

“Corruption in the 
expenditure of  internally 
generated revenue of  
tertiary institutions is a 
matter that has strangely 
not received the attention 
of  stakeholders in tertiary 
educa t ion ,  inc lud ing 
unions.

made the call on Tuesday 
w h i l e  s p e a k i n g  w i t h 
newsmen.

A d e b a y o  w h i l e 
speaking on the hardship 
being experienced on the 
r o a d  o n  d a i ly  b a s i s , 
appealed to the Federal 
Government to urgently 
repair bad portions of  the 
Oyo- Ogbomoso highway.

He added that the road 
has persistently resulted in 
traffic gridlock, lamenting 
t h a t  m a n y  v e h i c l e s 
belonging to staff  and 
students of  the institution 
have been damaged as a 

h e  N a t i o n a l TAssociation of  Ogun 
S t a t e  S t u d e n t s 

(NAOSS) has reacted to 
comments made by Hon. 
L a d i  A d e b u t u ,  a s k i n g 
Yorubas not to be selfish in 
r u n n i n g  f o r  t h e  2 0 2 3 
presidency.

The students appealed 
t o  Yo r u b a s  t o  i g n o r e 
Adebutu and not give his 
c o m m e n t  a n y  s e r i o u s 
attention.

A d e b u t u  h a d  a t  a 
p o l i t i c a l  g a t h e r i n g  i n 
Abeokuta asked Yorubas not 
to be selfish, recalling that 

h e  N a t i o n a l TA s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
Nigerian Students, 

NANS, South-West Zone, 
has accused President 
Mohammed Buhari of  
burying public education 
in the country, saying that 
it is ready to conduct its 
funeral.

This was disclosed in a 
statement signed by NANS 
C o o r d i n a t o r  a n d 
Spokesperson, Adegboye 
Olatunji and Awoyinfa 
Opeoluwa, respectively.

result of  the bad road.
He said the students 

and other road users have 
had harrowing experiences 
plying the road, saying he 
was compelled to appeal 
because the bad road 
af fects  the univers i ty 
community.

He said s taf f  and 
students of  the university 
were directly affected by 
the poor nature of  the 
r o a d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e 
portion near the university 
Gate.

Adebayo said, ”The 

former President Olusegun 
Obasanjo and late Ernest 
Shonekan were both Yorubas 
who ruled the nation.

Adebutu, who declared 
his support for the PDP 
presidential candidate, Atiku 
Abubakar, said Yoruba is not 
the only tribe in Nigeria.

Reacting, the National 
P r e s i d e n t  o f  NAO S S, 
O l u w a g b e m i l e k e 
Ogunrombi, in a statement 
made available to newsmen, 
said “Adebutu made the 
comment out of  his ignorant 
point of  view.”

The student body said 
they would be hitting the 
streets again in the coming 
days.

Part of  the statement 
read: “It behooves us to call 
the attention of  the general 
p u b l i c  a n d  t h e 
international community 
on the brazen insult meted 
on the Nigerian students by 
t h e  i r r e s p o n s i b l e 
administration of  Buhari.

“We want Nigerian 
students to be ready for a 
grand mass action on the 

road is so bad that people 
s p e n d  h o u r s  o n  i t , 
especially the portion in 
front of  our university.

“I am compelled to 
call  on the State and 
Federal governments to 
urgently repair that road to 
alleviate the suffering of  
road users, especially our 
students and staff  who ply 
that road daily”.

T h e  b a d  r o a d  i n 
question is a major entry to 
Ogbomoso, Ilorin and 
other parts of  Northern 
Nigeria.

He said, “How can 
Adebutu accuse the Yorubas 
o f  b e i n g  g r e e d y  f o r 
demanding the presidency? 
How can he say that another 
Hausa/Fulani man should 
s u c c e e d  P r e s i d e n t 
Muhammadu Buhari?

“ We  c o n s i d e r  h i s 
comment a great insult to the 
entire Yoruba race. But, we 
plead with the Yorubas to 
ignore Adebutu.

“However, we want to 
caution him to desist from 
misleading the people with 
u n c u l t u r e d ,  i g n o r a n t 
comments.”

ASUU strike. We are clear 
that this government is 
anti-public education and 
this is against the yearnings 
of  millions of  students and 
youths.

“In coming days, we 
shall be occupying the 
streets across the South-
West region to conduct a 
final burial rite of  public 
education in the country as 
this is what the Buhari's 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
represents,” the statement 
concluded.

ASUU strike: Gbajabiamila,
Buhari reportedly in closed
door meeting

Staff, students face untold hardship on Oyo-Ogbomoso Road
– VC, Ajayi Crowther University

2023: Ogun students drag Adebutu
for 'negating Yoruba presidency'

ASUU strike: Buhari govt killed
education, we'll bury it – NANS

Buhari accuses striking varsity unions
of complicity 
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Foreign News

A
larmed by a surge in 
disease, the United 
Nations is asking for 
five times’ more inter-

national aid after deadly floods 
in Pakistan left millions of sur-
vivors homeless and at rising 
risk of waterborne diseases and 
other ailments.

The U.N. on Tuesday raised 
its request to $816 million from 
$160 million, saying recent as-
sessments pointed to the urgent 
need for long-term help lasting 
into next year.

The request in Geneva came 
a day after Julien Harneis, the 
U.N. coordinator for Pakistan, 
said diseases such as malaria, 
dengue fever, scabies and mal-
nutrition are fueling a “second 
wave of death and destruction,” 
with children and women in its 
path.

Floods in impoverished Paki-
stan have affected 33 million peo-
ple and killed at least 1,696 since 
mid-June. Pakistan says the re-
cord-breaking floods have caused 
at least $30 billion in damages. 
The disaster displaced 7.9 million 
people. Of  them, half  a million 
are still living in tents and make-
shift homes.

Doctors in Pakistan are trying 
to contain the outbreak of  water-
borne and other diseases which 
have caused nearly 350 deaths 
in flood-affected areas since 
July.

On Tuesday, Harneis said that 
the U.N. is issuing the revised ap-
peal to meet the urgent needs of  
the flood victims. “We need all 
of  these funds and we need them 
quickly,” he said

Harneis said an internation-
al support conference will be 
held later this year to seek more 
funding for rehabilitation and re-
construction in flood-hit areas, 
where deluges have wreaked hav-
oc.

The World Health Organization 
in recent weeks has repeatedly 
warned about a “second disaster” 
in the wake of  the deadly floods 
in Pakistan, where thousands of  
doctors and medical workers on 
the ground are battling outbreaks 
of  waterborne and other diseases 
in flood-hit areas and hospitals are 
overwhelmed.

WHO Director-General Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said 
about 10% of  all of  Pakistan’s 
health facilities were damaged in 
the floods, leaving millions with-
out access to health care.

“We must all work together to 
support the people of  Pakistan – 
we need an integrated approach 
that puts less emphasis on the 
work of  each agency, and more on 
the needs of  people,” he said, add-
ing that “the water has stopped 
rising, but the danger has not” and 
“we are on the verge of  a public 
health disaster.”

UN flood aid appeal jumps amid 
disease surge in Pakistan

A young girl plays outside her tent at a relief camp, in Jaffarabad, a district in the southwestern Baluchistan 
province, Pakistan, Thursday, Sept. 29, 2022. Almost 3 million children in Pakistan may miss at least one 
semester because of �ood damage to schools, of�cials said Thursday, following heavy monsoon rains likely 
worsened by climate change. 

He said more than 2,000 wom-
en in flood-hit areas were giving 
birth every day, most in unsafe 
conditions.

Floodwaters have receded up to 
78% in Pakistan’s worst-hit south-
ern Sindh provinces, but displaced 
people are still living in tents and 

makeshift camps. They have in-
creasingly been suffering from 
gastrointestinal infections, dengue 
fever and malaria, which are on 
the rise.

Pakistani Climate Minister 
Sherry Rehman at the same event 
urged the world community to 
help Pakistan tackle the unprece-
dented devastation.

“Don’t leave us alone,” she 
said.

Rehman said despite contribut-
ing less than 1% of  global green-
house gas emissions, Pakistan 
was facing the crisis because of  
climate-induced flooding.

Also Tuesday, the United Na-

tions’ report said the heavy mon-
soon rains and a combination 
of  river, urban and flash flood-
ing led to an unprecedented cli-
mate-induced agricultural and 
infrastructure destruction in Pa-
kistan.

“Rain-induced landslides and 
floods have also damaged agricul-
tural land and forests, impacting 
local ecosystems,” the U.N. report 
said.

The report said the disaster put 
at risk the education of  more than 
12 million school-aged children in 
the food-hit districts in Pakistan, 
where the deluges damaged at 
least 25,187 schools. 

Danish Queen ‘sorry’ after stripping family titles

T
he Queen of  Denmark 
has apologised for strip-
ping four of  her grand-
children of  their royal 

titles - but has not reversed the de-
cision.

Queen Margrethe II said she 
wanted the monarchy in “keeping 
with the times”, that her decision 
had been a long time coming, and 
that it would “future-proof” the 
monarchy.

But she “underestimated” her 
family’s reaction “and for that I 
am sorry”.

The initial decision was an-
nounced last week, to begin next 
year. “The titles of  prince and 
princess that they have held up un-
til now will be discontinued,” the 
initial statement said. “Prince Joa-
chim’s descendants will thus have 
to be addressed as excellencies in 
the future.”

Prince Joachim - the younger 
son of  Margrethe - said he was up-
set by the change. “It’s never fun to 
see your children being mistreated 
like that,” he told Ekstra Bladet. 
“They themselves find themselves 

in a situation they do not under-
stand.”

One grandchild, Prince Nikolai, 
said his family were “shocked” by 
the decision.

From the beginning of  2023, 
Joachim’s four children - Prince 
Nikolai, 23, Prince Felix, 20, 
Prince Henrik, 13, and Princess 
Athena, 10, - will be known by 
the titles Count and Countess of  
Monpezat instead of  Prince and 
Princess.

The palace said this was a “nat-
ural extension” to the Danish 
monarch’s desires to slim down 
the monarchy. “Her Majesty The 
Queen wishes to create the frame-
work for the four grandchildren to 
be able to shape their own lives to 
a much greater extent,” last week’s 
statement said.

But following what Margrethe 
described as “strong reactions” to 
her decision, she apologised in a 
new statement for underestimating 
the reaction.

“No one should be in doubt that 
my children, daughters-in-law and 
grandchildren are my great joy and 
pride. I now hope that we as a fam-
ily can find the peace to find our 
way through this situation,” she 
said. Queen Margrethe II’s oldest 
son, Crown Prince Frederik, is first 
in line to the throne. His four chil-
dren will keep their titles. 

Queen Margrethe II said she wanted to keep the monarch in
 “keeping with the times”.

Trump sues CNN for defamation,
seeks $475m in damages

T
rump, in the lawsuit 
filed in a US District 
Court in Florida, ac-
cused CNN of  wag-

ing a campaign of  “libel and 
slander” against him because it 

“fears” he will run for presi-
dent again in 2024.

“CNN has sought to use 
its massive influence — pur-
portedly as a ‘trusted’ news 
source — to defame the plain-

tiff  in the minds of  its 
viewers and readers 
for the purpose of  de-
feating him political-
ly,” Trump’s lawyers 
said in the 29-page 
complaint.

“As a part of  its 
concerted effort to tilt 
the political balance 
to the Left, CNN 
has tried to taint the 
plaintiff  with a series 
of  ever-more scandal-
ous, false, and defam-
atory labels of  ‘rac-
ist,’ ‘Russian lackey,’ 
‘insurrectionist,’ and 
ultimately ‘Hitler,’” 
the complaint said.
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n Nigeria, the period running Iup to general elections are 
usually euphoric, exciting and 

full of  hope for a better future. 
Because most administrations do 
not do particularly well, people are 
tired of  them before the end of  
their tenure, and are idealistically 
looking forward to a Messiah who 
will take over at the end of  that 
cycle and turn things around for 
the country. Unfortunately, these 
hopes are usually dashed by the 
p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  t h e  n e w  
governments, be it Federal or State 
Governments. Those who can 
boast of  doing well in this Fourth 
Republic, are few and far between. 
This time around is no different. I 
hate to be a bearer of  bad news, but, 
something tells me that our hopes 
may once again be dashed, if  what 
we are seeing in the political arena 
is indicative of  what is to come. 
The two major political parties, 
APC and PDP (and even some of  
the smaller ones like ADC), seem 
to be more interested in in-fighting 
and aspirants taking each other to 
court to secure party tickets than 
publishing their manifestos, 
especially now that campaign 
season opened last Wednesday.

Sections 4, 5, & 6 of  the 1999 
Constitution of  the Federal 
Republic of  Nigeria (as amended) 
set out the role of  the three arms of  
government, the Legislature, 
E x e c u t i ve  a n d  J u d i c i a r y,  
respectively; while Chapter II of  
the Constitution, Fundamental 
Objectives and Directive Principles 
of  State Policy, sets out the aims 
and essence of  government and 
governance. We are tired of  
sloganeering – 'Change'; Next 
Level'; 'Fight Against Corruption'; 
' F r o m  C o n s u m p t i o n  t o  
Production' etc. What Nigerians 
are expecting from all candidates, 
w h e t h e r  P r e s i d e n t i a l ,  
Gubernatorial or otherwise, are 
robust manifestos which not only 
describe how they intend to 
a c h i e v e  t h e  C h a p t e r  I I  
constitutional goals, but also give 
us a road map on how they intend 
to bring solutions to the myriad of  
challenges which Nigeria is facing. 
Nigerians are now becoming like 
the great Philosopher, Socrates, 
who liked to ask why and how! 

Enquiring Minds Want to 
Know!

I  think the three most  
important issues that Nigerians 
want to know about presently are 
security, fuel subsidy (economy) 
and education. I use the word 
'presently', because some priorities 
could change. For instance, in 
2020, handling the Covid-19 
pandemic effectively became an 
unplanned priority, over and above 
many other issues.

Security 
The security and welfare of  the 

people are primary purpose of  
government – see Section 14 (2)(b) 
of  the Constitution. Security is also 
closely tied to the economy, in that 
where there's insecurity, it is 
unlikely that an economy can 
thrive. I often find it amusing when 
the first thing politicians say when 
they are asked how they will create 

employment and increase exports, 
is that they will boost farming/the 
agricultural sector. Pray tell, who 
will venture out to the farm, mines 
etc, while facing the risk of  being 
murdered or assaulted therein by 
herdsmen,  k idnappers  and 
te r ror i s t s ?  Af te r  a l l ,  s e l f -
preservation is the first law of  
nature. The environment must be 
secure.

While we do not expect the 
candidates to reveal the nitty gritty 
of  their security plan, we want to 
know some of  the basics. Are they 
going to recruit more people into 
the Police and Army? Presently, the 
Police to Citizens ratio in Nigeria is 
grossly inadequate, at about 1:648 
or so in 2018 (according to 
RipplesMetrics). Do candidates 
support State Police? How do they 
plan to secure our porous land 
borders, which non-Nigerian 
criminals are said to use to gain 
access into the country illegally? 
What are they going to do about 
the forests where the terrorists and 
kidnappers reside? Are they going 
to seek foreign assistance in 
fighting insecurity? Are they going 
to continue with open grazing 
which has been part of  the reason 
for the incessant violence, 
especially against farmers and 
f a r m i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  o r  
encourage ranching by actually 

creating a favourable environment 
for it? For instance, even though 
some States have recently enacted 
anti-open grazing laws due to the 
alarming increase in herdsmen 
attacks, the Federal Highways 
(Prohibition of  Livestock and 
Handcar ts)  Regulat ions of  
15/7/1972 under Section 27 of  the 
Federal Highways Act, in Section 
1(1)(a) & (c) has long since 
prohibited and criminalised 
movement of  livestock other than 
in a motor vehicle and open 
grazing on Federal highways and 
immediately adjacent land, 
prescribing a fine or sentence of  up 
to three months imprisonment or 
both upon conviction (see Section 
1(4)).

Unemployment 
What are the candidates' 

r e a l i s t i c  p l a n  t o  r e d u c e  
unemployment, which is another 
cause of  insecurity? Nigerians 
know the questions; we want the 
answers, so that we can make 
informed choices on who to vote 
for, based on their responses at 
least. And, we are not accepting 
any motivational speeches that are 
just that, motivational speeches 
with no concrete action plan. What 
is the road map to development?

Fuel Subsidy & Economy
The day after President 

William Ruto of  Kenya resumed 

office, he removed the fuel subsidy, 
citing subsidies as costly and prone 
to abuse. We now know that even 
if, initially, fuel subsidy was 
introduced in the 1970s to make 
petrol  more affordable for 
Nigerians, with the government 
paying the difference between the 
international market rate and the 
Government fixed price of  fuel, 
f u e l  s u b s i d y  h a s  s i n c e  
metamorphosed into a scam of  
phenomenal proportions where 
the quantity of  Nigeria's true fuel 
needs are shrouded in secrecy, so 
that 'some' are making a fortune by 
presenting inflated falsified figures 
of  imported fuel, even presenting 
fake documentation without 
importing anything at all, and 
collecting from government on 
same. The funds that should be 
expended on infrastructure, 
hea l thcare,  educa t ion  and  
development generally, are being 
wasted on enriching those who are 
involved in this fraudulent 
enterprise. It may be time to bring 
an end to the subsidy regime. We 
want definite answers from the 
candidates on this issue; no more 
skirting around it. It will also be of  
no use, if  the savings made from 
ending fuel subsidy, end up in 
individuals' pockets, instead of  
being made good use of.

How do the candidates intend 
to revamp the economy? We need 
to attract FDI; what plans do they 
have to boost our manufacturing 
industry and exports (trade credit) 
in order to get a favourable balance 
of  trade where our exports exceed 
our imports, and help to strengthen 
our seriously weakened currency? I 
remember a time when if  I ran out 
of  money, I would just enter a 
particular Bureau de Change 
located at Marble Arch in London, 
and exchange my Naira for Pounds 
Sterling; will those days ever come 
back again? Or do they just intend 
to continue borrowing, without 
creating an atmosphere that will 
put Nigeria in a position to repay 
her debts and develop? How do 
they plan to harness our untapped 
resources like gas and other 
precious minerals deposited all 
over this richly endowed country? 
Are they just going to leave them to 
lie fallow as they have been doing? 
How do they intend to reduce the 
cost of  governance, and make the 
Civil Service more efficient?

Education & Healthcare
When it comes to education, 

the number of  out-of-school 
children in Nigeria has hit an all 
time high – 10 million or so, while 
it has become a yearly ritual for 
ASUU to go on strike and keep 
public University students out of  
school for months on end, 
annually. How will States and the 
Federal Government get children 
back to school? What is the 
proposal for a lasting solution to 
the ASUU crisis? For example, if  
the fuel subsidy is removed, instead 
of  lining the pockets of  a few 
conscienceless corrupt people, part 
of  the funds saved can be 
c h a n n e l l e d  t o  e d u c a t i o n ,  
healthcare and other important 
infrastructure. What plans do the 
candidates have for providing 
security in schools, because of  the 

regular kidnapping of  students 
from their schools en masse?

M a n y  o f  o u r  m e d i c a l  
personnel are 'checking out' to 
greener pastures because of  poor 
w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  
inadequate facilities in our 
hospitals. Infant and maternal 
mortality rate is higher than it 
should be. What are the candidates 
going to do about revamping our 
healthcare sector, in terms of  
physical facilities and Human 
Resources?

Administration of  Justice 
Sector

What are the candidates going 
to do about the administration of  
justice sector? It is only in the 
twilight of  this administration, that 
President Buhari seems to be 
showing some concern about the 
poor conditions of  service of  
judicial officers. He mentioned in 
his remarks at the Commissioning 
of  the Body of  Benchers Complex 
last week, that these conditions are 
being reviewed. What are their 
plans for Judiciary funding, for 
p r i s o n  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  
decongestion?

Youths & Women
How do the candidates intend 

to give the much needed relevance 
to youths and women, who 
constitute over 50% of  the voting 
population in Nigeria? The Youths 
also make up about 60% of  our 
population. It is bizarre that those 
who form the majority of  our 
population, have little say in the 
affairs of  our country. Men, 
especially the older ones, who are 
responsible for reducing Nigeria to 
the terrible state she is in today, are 
the same ones who rotate 
government amongst themselves. 
We cannot do things the same way, 
and expect different results.

F igh t ing  Cor r up t ion  & 
Workers' Remuneration

Just  as  insecur i ty  k i l l s  
development, so also is corruption 
a destroyer. Is it going to be 
business as usual? For one, 
inadequate remuneration for 
workers is synonymous with 
corruption and crime. How do the 
candida tes  p lan  to  a t tack  
corruption from all angles? What 
are they going to do to improve the 
plight of  the Nigerian worker, and 
make society more equitable?

Conclusion 
Do the candidates have a 

restructuring agenda, or do they 
intend to continue with this unitary 
system that is not ideal for a 
heterogeneous country like ours? 
How do candidates hope to foster 
unity amongst Nigerians, who 
have never been so divided as they 
are today, in terms of  tribe and 
religion? These questions are just a 
tip of  the iceberg, regarding what 
the candidates should be showing 
and telling Nigerians as we get 
closer to the next general elections 
in 2023, instead of  trying to distract 
us from asking these crucial 
questions with their pointless 
bickering. How do people who 
cannot even keep their parties 
intact, think they can keep Nigeria 
whole and strong? Charity, they 
say, begins at home.

Seven questions for presidential candidates
By Onikepo Braithwaite

Tinubu

Atiku

Obi

Kwankwaso
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he Special Adviser and TGeneral  Manager  of  
O w e r r i  C a p i t a l  

Development Authority (OCDA) 
Engr. Francis Chukwu has 
described the Administration of  
His Excellency Distinguished 
Senator Hope Uzodimma as one 
that  has  necess i ta ted  and 
witnessed the upliftment of  the 
sons and daughters of  Okigwe 
Zone at various levels both within 
the state in particular and across 
the nation in general.

He disclosed this on Friday 
during his courtesy call on the 
Management of  ALVAN Ikoku 
Federal College of  Education 
Owerri under the leadership of  the 
Provost and Chief  Executive 
Officer Dr. Mrs Stella Lemchi 
Opara in her office.

T h e  O C DA  G e n e r a l  
Manager who expressed his 
awesome appreciation to the 
G ove r n o r  H i s  E xc e l l e n c y  
Distinguished Senator Hope 
Uzodimma for appointing him in 
the Capacity of  the SA and 
General Manager of  the Agency 
also used the visit to congratulate 
t h e  n e w  P r o vo s t  o n  h e r  
appointment as the substantive 
Provost of  the Citadel of  Learning 
by President Muhammadu Buhari 
( G C F R ) ,  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  
appointment as one that is not a 
mean fit.

While stressing the need for 
stronger collaboration between 
Agency and the institution 
especially on the part of  developers 
who erect Students Hostels to 
always come to the OCDA for 
registration of  their building plans, 
he enumerated the efforts of  
Governor Uzodimma's Shared 
Prosperity Government through 
OCDA in the recovery of  the 

i l l ega l ly  acqui red  ALVAN 
p r o p e r t i e s  b y  p r e v i o u s  
Administrations of  the State.

Speaking further, the former 
Special Adviser to the Governor 
on Project Monitoring Okigwe 
said: "let me also state that OCDA 
as the Imo State Government 
Development Control Agency is 
the home office of  Developers and 
w e  a r e  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  
collaboration especially on the 
part of  those that erect buildings 
such as Students Hostels for them 
to come to OCDA to register their 
building plans and get their 
approvals after the confirmation 
that such structure will not violate 
the Master plan of  Owerri. It is 
also important for us as an Agency 
to know about the ongoing 
building in order to carryout 
necessary supervision through our 
Quality Control Unit to ascertain 

express their gratitude for all that 
he has done for the further growth 
of  the institution.

She thanked the OCDA GM 
and his team for the visit and 
described the GM as a partner in 
prog ress,  adding  tha t  the  
Management vividly recalls the 
efforts of  the GM in the recovery 
of  illegally acquired ALVAN 
properties before his appointment 
as the GM and has continued to do 
so since his appointment as the 
Special Adviser to the Governor 
and General Manager of  Owerri 
Capital Development Authority 
(OCDA).

While expressing delight on 
the interventions of  the Shared 
Prosper i ty  Gover nment  of  
Governor Uzodimma so far in the 
recovery of  a good number of  
ALVAN properties especially one 
purportedly acquired by the 

tradition, commerce, technology 
and intellectuality. Notably, in 1985, 
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  U n i o n  o f  
Architects created the World 
Architecture Day to remind the 
World of  its responsibility for the 
future of  human habitat.

The theme of  the 2022 World 
Architecture Day "Architecture for 
Well-being" is very apt, timely and 
thoughtful at the same time as it is in 
line with the designation of  2022 as 
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  U n i o n  o f  
Architects year of  design for Health 
and the commitment of  the Union 
to use evidence based design to 
promote health in Buildings and 
Cities.

Needless to say that Architects 
play integral roles in the Building 
Construction process as they are the 

if  the building construction is in 
line with the expected standards 
and specifications. The overall 
essence is to avoid any form of  
building collapse during and after 
the construction of  the structure 
which is a further step towards 
protecting the lives and properties 
of  our Students in this citadel of  
Learning".

Responding, the Provost and 
Chief  Executive Officer of  Alvan 
Ikoku Federa l  Col lege  o f  
Education Owerri Dr. Mrs Stella 
Lemchi Opara commended the 
G ove r n o r  H i s  E xc e l l e n c y  
Distinguished Senator Hope 
Uzodimma for his unrelenting 
commitment in ensuring the 
recovery of  illegally acquired 
ALVAN properties through 
OCDA just as she promised that 
her ALVAN led Management will 
officially visit the Governor to 

he World Architecture Day Tis celebrated every first 
M o n d a y  o f  O c t o b e r 

annually to appreciate the great 
Architectural works of  the ancient 
and modern worlds and the super 
brilliant people who design them. It 
is a day set aside to among other 
things highlight the roles that 
Architects play in the society which 
bring to limelight the fact that 
Architecture is not only limited to 
buildings but encompasses every 
aspect of  Human life and is essential 
to our development as a race.

Apparently, it is germane to 
s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  
Architecture is the history of  
Humankind as they are interlinked 
w i t h  s u c c e s s ive  c h a n ge s  i n 
Archi tec ture  br ing ing  about 
development  in  our  cul ture, 

military, the 13th Substantive 
Provost  of  the Inst i tut ion 
expressed dismay over what she 
described as the balkanization of  
ALVAN properties by one of  
previous administrations of  the 
state and appealed for the 
opportunity to submit the report of  
the Committee on illegally 
acquired proper ties of  the 
Educational Institution to the 
Governor for onward action.

Highpoint of  the courtesy 
visit was the presentation of  the 3R 
crested caps to the Provost and her 
Team by Engr. Francis Chukwu. 
The OCDA helmsman was 
accompanied on the courtesy visit 
by the Director of  Administration 
and Finance of  the Agency, Mr. 
Chiedozie Mere, the HOD Survey 
Department Surveyor Anselem 
Okere and the Public Relations 
Officer Barr. Mrs Adaugo Okwara.

first contacts in the entire process 
given the fact that they draw the 
building plans of  which Developers 
use to go into other levels of  the 
Building Construction process.

Interestingly, it is in the light of  
the foregoing that I, Engr. Francis 
Chukwu the Special Adviser to the 
Governor and General Manager of  
Owerri  Capital  Development 
A u t h o r i t y - T h e  I m o  S t a t e 
Development Control Agency, on 
behalf  of  the Management and Staff  
of  the Agency congratulate the 
Architects working with OCDA as 
well as all the Architects in Imo 
State on the auspicious occasion of  
the 2022 World Architecture Day 
marked this day being Monday 3rd 
October, 2022.

Governor Uzodimma's administration has necessitated
the upliftment of the sons, daughters of Okigwe zone
- OCDA GM, Engr. Francis Chukwu
...As GM networks outside OCDA, pays courtesy visit to the new management
of  Alvan Ikoku Federal College of  Education.

World Architecture Day 2022: OCDA GM, Engr. Francis Chukwu
Felicitates with Architects

The Special Adviser and General Manager of Owerri Capital Development Authority (OCDA) Engr. Francis Chukwu when he led his visitation team
to the of�ce of the new Provost and Chief Executive Of�cer of Alvan Ikoku Federal College of Education, Owerri, Dr. Mrs Stella Lemchi Opara.
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FCT Poll: Court upholds PDP’s
Maikalangu as AMAC Chairman
T

he Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) 
has won in the Fed-

eral Capital Territory, as the 
FCT Area Council Election 
Appeal Tribunal has upheld 
the election of  Hon Christo-
pher Maikalangu as Chair-
man of  Abuja Municipal 
Area Council (AMAC).

In a unanimous judge-
ment, the three-man tribu-
nal, including Hon Justice 
S. B Belgore (Chairman), 
Hon Justice Yusuf  Hali-
lu (member 1), Hon Jus-
tice Jude O. Onwuegbuzie 
(member 2) dismissed the 
August 5 judgment of  the 
FCT Area Council Election 
Tribunal, which declared 
Hon. Murtala Usman Kar-
shi of  the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) as the win-
ner of  the election held on 
February 12.

The justices said that the 
judgement of  the lower 
tribunal was not only evil 
but negates all the achieve-
ments recorded in Nigeria’s 
democracy.

Recall in August how the 
election tribunal sitting in 
Abuja on Friday to look into 
the February 12 election in 
which Hon Christopher 
Zakka Maikalangu won the 
election with a total vote of  
19,302 votes while Mr Us-
man Karshi secured 13,249 
votes, granted over 21000 
votes to PDP’s challeng-
er Mr Murtala Karshi of  
the APC, with the current 
AMAC Chairman Zak-
ka still maintaining 19000 
votes, making Murtala Kar-
shi the valid Chairman of  
AMAC in the process, and 
Maikalangu went ahead to 
appeal the verdict.

While reading out the 
lead judgment in suit FCT/
ACEAT/AP/01/22, which 
had Christopher Maikalan-
gu as appellant and Murta-
la Karshi and three others 
as respondent, Hon. Jus-
tice Yusuf  Halilu said that 
the lower tribunal erred by 
ignoring contradictory ev-
idence before it and went 
ahead to do a hatchet job by 
declaring Karshi the winner 
of  the election.

“It is not in doubt the 
APC as a party was faced 
with legal battles after the 
party primaries to nomi-
nate a flagship bearer for 
the AMAC election held 
on 12th February 2022. It 
is equally not in doubt that 
the 1st respondent, Mur-
tala Usman Karshi, was 
involved in the said alter-
cation, which eventually 
landed parties before the 
apex court of  this land i.e 
Supreme Court of  Nigeria, 

which eventually declared 
the 1st respondent as the 
winner of  the APC primary 
for AMAC election.

“We have seen the evi-
dence supplied by both the 
appellant and the respond-
ents to the lower tribunal. 
The witnesses listed by the 
APC as supervisors in the 
disputed polling units ad-
mitted that they were not 
polling unit agents. It has 
become critical for us to ask 
questions at this point on 
what the process of  collat-
ing results connotes.

 “He who passively ac-
cepts evil is much involved 
in it as he who perpetrates 
it. Clearly, the evidence of  
the petitioner is in limbo as 
a judicial gatecrasher. We 
say no more to evil. There-
fore, appeal FCT/ACEAT/
AP/01/22 subsides. The 
judgment of  the lower tri-
bunal delivered on 5th day 
of  August 2022 is hereby 
set aside. All declarations so 
made by the lower tribunal 
is hereby set aside.

“The declaration of  
INEC that Christopher 
Zakka of  the PDP is the 
duly elected chairman of  
AMAC is hereby restored. 
May God help us,” the 
court confirmed.

Addressing journalists af-
ter the judgement, AMAC 
Chairman, Christopher 
Zakka Maikalangu, said the 
judiciary is the last hope of  
the common man, thanking 
the tribunal for defending 
democracy.

“I am the happiest per-
son on earth today. I have 
not rested since I won the 
election in February. Every 
day, it has been going to the 
tribunal. From tenure elon-
gation to this present case. 
But today, we are smiling 
because the tribunal has re-
stored democracy. I thank 
God for using the judiciary 
to restore democracy.

“Let me pass this message 
to people out there. The 
richest man in Africa, Al-
haji Aliko Dangote, is not 
known for taking people 
to court with all his mon-
ey. People here in the FCT, 
because God blessed you 
with money, all you know is 
dragging people to court. If  
you want to contest, go and 
ask people to vote for you. 
Don’t think that the judici-
ary is where you can go and 
win elections. The judiciary 
is for the common man. 
So, I thank the judiciary 
for restoring democracy, for 
standing with the common 
people. I thank God the 
whole thing has ended,” he 
stated.

Governor Uzodimma Interacts with Commissioners, Head of Service, Heads of Parastatals and agencies, MDAs, and Direc-
tors in the civil service, announces free social health insurance for imo workers.

Umahi’s aide tasks politicians on issues 
based campaign
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

A
head of  the 2023 
elections, the 
Special Assistant to 

the Ebonyi State Governor 
on Inter-party and Labour 
Matters, Comrade Mrs 
Jenifer Adibe-Nwafor 
has tasked contestants of  
different political parties in 
the state to engage issue-
based campaigns while 
soliciting the support of  the 
electorate in the state.

Mrs Adibe-Nwafor who 
made this call while briefing 
journalists in Abakaliki 
urged politicians to shun 
any form of  words that 
would trigger crisis in the 
state.

He commended the 
leadership of  all registered 
political parties in Ebonyi 
for the peace witnessed in 
the state so far even as they 
struggle for their different 
positions both within and 
outside their party.

She said: “I strongly 
commend you for your 
successful primary elections 
and hope that those with 
issues to resolve would 
achieve Intra and inter-party 
peace and reconciliation. 

“As the campaign kick 
starts with the Presidential 
and National Assembly 
members, the office of  
the SA on inter-party and 
labour Matters pleads for 

peace and understanding 
among contestants in 
different political parties.

“I plead for issues-based 
campaigns from contestants 
of  different positions. We 
have many challenging 
issues in Nigeria and it 
would please the citizens 
to hear that our would-be 
leaders are aware of  them 
and know the ways to solve 
them for the good of  the 
country.”

“Avoid politics of  rancour. 
Avoid hate speeches and 
any form of  words that 
would trigger a crisis.

“Remember, in a 
contest, only one person 
wins, therefore, prepare 
your mind for whatever 
comes out and be ready to 
work with whoever wins. 
While winners should be 
magnanimous with victory 
and carry everyone along.

“Nigeria is our own. 
Ebonyi our State let’s unite 
to make it a peaceful place. 
Let’s work in tandem with 
the policy direction of  the 
peace-loving Governor of  
Ebonyi State, Engr. David 
Nweze Umahi to ensure 
that the lives and property 
of  our people are safe as we 
campaign. Your supporters 
and fans should be properly 
guided.”

h e  I m o  S t a t e TGovernor, Senator 
Hope Uzodimma 

resolved salaries of  over 
one thousand, five hundred 
and ninety workers whose 
salaries has been withheld 
in past two years for various 
reasons.

This resolution was 
made during a meeting the 
governor had with heads of  
Ministries, Departments, 
Agencies and Parastatals at 
the Government House, 
Tuesday.

"I called you for a brief  
interactive session, as part 
of  our effort to strengthen 

the service and the system 
and the need for us to 
cohort and make the job 
more meaningful. Also the 
meeting aims at cementing 
a harmonious working 
re lat ion between civi l 
s e r v a n t s  a n d  t h e 
government, as well as 
reso lve  i s sues  around 
salaries and protection of  
workers.

He promised not to 
tolerate the issue of  ghost 
workers, 

The gover nor  who 
listened to the various 
participants also expressed 
his determination to flush 
o u t  o v e r  4 0 0  " g h o s t 
workers" as well as those 

w h o  r e c e ive d  d o u b l e 
salaries.

Sen. Uzodimma also 
d i s c l o s e d  h i s 
administration's plan to 
commence an insurances 
health scheme in the state.

"An executive Bill will 
be sent to the state House of  
Assembly for the passage of  
the law to enable take off  of  
t h e  i n s u r a n c e  h e a l t h 
scheme. 

Earlier the Head of  
Ser v ice,  Dr  Raymond 
Ucheoma informed the 
g ove r n o r  t h a t  h e  h a s 
forwarded the reports of  
salaries and position of  
workers to the Accountant 
General.

Gov Uzodimma resolves salary
issues of 1,590 Imo workers,
orders immediate payment
By Jennifer John 
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News

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

G
overnor Chukwu-
ma Charles Solu-
do, CFR has inau-

gurated a new board for 
Anambra State Investment 
Promotion and Protection 
Agency, ANSIPPA.

While Mustafa Chike 
Obi is Chairman of  the 
Board, Chinedu Onyiuke 
is Secretary of  the Board.

Other members include 
the MD/CEO, ANSIPPA, 
Mr. Mark Okoye, Attorney 
General, Professor Syl-
via Ifemeje, Commission-
er for Finance Mr Ifeatu 
Onejeme, Commissioner 
for Lands, Prof  Offorn-
ze Amucheazi, SAN, and 
Commissioner for Eco-
nomic Planning and 
Budget, Chiamaka Nnake.

Others include the Com-
missioner for Trade and 
Commerce, Mr. Obin-
na Ngonadi, Mr Sammy 
Chidoka, Mr Christian 
Udechukwu, Dr. Marcel 
Offormata and Dr. Emeka 
Okeke respectively. 

The functions of  ANSIP-
PA, among other things 
include to, handhold and 
guide all investors in the 
State to ensure that the pro-
cess of  doing business is 
streamlined and managed 
efficiently, identify spe-
cific viable infrastructure 
projects across ministries, 
Departments and Agen-
cies and invite interested 
investors to participate via 
PPP, Concessions, JVs, 
etc, strengthen strategic 
partnerships and enhance 
the ability of  current and 
future investors to create 
jobs and expand access to 
the export market, man-
age the State’s Investment 
Portfolio and partner with 
international development 
agencies and NGOs to at-
tract their technical support 
and funding to improve 
investment climate in An-
ambra. Speaking about the 
mandate of  the Agency, 
Governor Soludo said.

“This is a very important 
agency of  government and 
one that we expect to play 
a very critical role in the 
industrialization of  Anam-
bra; in creating that Anam-
bra of  our vision, to be the 
industrial, leisure, enter-
tainment and technology 
hub within Nigeria and Af-
rica. To get that done, this 
agency is expected to play a 
decisive role”.

The Governor, again, re-
iterated that these are very 
unusual and challenging 
times saying government 
revenue is continually 

Soludo inaugurates ANSIPPA Board, charges members
on making Anambra an investment destination 

on the downward trend. 
“Government revenue is 
sliding down. We hope that 
it will improve over time. 
Debt situation with hu-
mongous challenges are all 
over the place, insecurity, 
infrastructural challenges, 
legal issues and all manner 
issues that can be challeng-
ing to investors”.

“However, this is an era 
you have both opportuni-
ties and threats in terms 
of  financing. We know 
that there could be lots of  
creative opportunities that 
could give rise in some oth-
er financing options that we 
need to explore. We believe 
that ANSIPPA should be 
able to reform our business 
environment, to drive the 
cost of  doing business to 
near zero. It should be that 
one stop shop for clearance 
and all kinds of  impedi-
ments and incentives, that 
should be able to reduce 
the impediments to the bar-
est minimum and raise the 
incentives to the maximum 
possible”.

The Governor contin-
ued, “you’ll also be chal-
lenged to come up with 
creative funding mecha-
nisms, not just for the pro-
jects but also even for the 
agency itself. How do you 
survive in a time of  lean 
budgetary resources which 
is the same challenge every 
government MDAs are fac-
ing. So, you are called upon 
to think out of  the box, in 
a very positively disruptive 
manner, to create new val-
ues for our people”.

The Governor further 
said that even though Ni-
geria is in quite some chal-
lenging situation, Anambra 
can be created and made 
into an Island of  prosperity 
that is widely sort after.

“We can be whatever we 
will that Anambra can be-
come. As people have ac-
knowledged, we have the 
largest concentration of  
entrepreneurs anywhere in 
Africa. The missing link is 
a liveable and prosperous 
homeland- a people who 
are itinerant, shinning stars 
all over the world, but we 
are literally people in exile 
and it’s time to build that 
liveable and prosperous 
homeland. ANSIPPA can 
play very major role in 
driving that process”, said 
the Governor. 

“Our work is cut out 
for us and looking at the 
composition of  the board, 
the members were very 
carefully chosen. You are 
bringing your skills, knowl-
edge, networks and depth 
of  technical expertise and 
very importantly, to be able 

Soludo inaugurates ANSIPPA Board, charges members on making Anambra an investment destination.

Ebonyi Speaker, Odii, others emerge 
authentic candidates as INEC releases 
final list
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

S
peaker Ebonyi State 
House of  Assembly 
Hon Ogbonnaya Nwi-

furu and a business mogul 
Chief  Ifeanyichukwuma 
Odii have emerged the au-
thentic candidates for the 
All Progressive Congress 
APC and People’s Demo-
cratic Party PDP for 2023 
election for Ebonyi state.

The INEC, Resident 
Electoral Commissioner 
Dr. Chukwuemeka Joseph 
Chukwu disclosed this to 
newsmen at his office in 
INEC headquarters,Abaka-

liki.
 He said Ebonyi have 13 

governorship candidates 
and 246 candidates for state 
house of  Assembly.

The REC further dis-
closed that Odoh Ifeanyi 
Benard emerges candidate 
for the All Progressive 
Grand Alliance (APGA) 
and Nkwegu Edward as the 
Labour Party (LP) candi-
dates.

Other guber candidates 
includes Opoke Sunday 
for YPP, Usulor Anthony 
for NRM and Chukwuma 
Nwandugo for AA and oth-
ers.

Meanwhile, The Hon 

Resident Electoral Com-
mission, INEC, Ebonyi 
State Dr. Chukwuemeka Jo-
seph Chukwu has called on 
security Chief ’s in the state 
to be strictly guided by the 
provision of  the 2022 Elec-
toral Act and other extant 
laws in respect of  political 
campaigns.

He solicits for their co-op-
eration, effectiveness in 
achieving violence free po-
litical campaigns, rallies, 
processions and meetings in 
the State.

Meanwhile, the Commis-
sioner of  Police in the state 
and Chairman ICCES Eb-
onyi state CP Garba Aliyu, 

to bring in your networks. 
There are windows of  op-
portunities that we want to 
maximize to the fullest, to 
be able to mobilize inward 
investment, both domes-
tic capital. Capital by Ndi 
Anambra could potentially 
lead the way, though there 
may be challenges, starting 
with the kind of  pools of  
skills and talents in AN-
SIPPA”.

On other hand, the Gov-
ernor revealed that govern-
ment is moving very fast in 
the area of  security, trans-
port infrastructure.

“Security is number 
one, we are confronting it 
head-on. On transport in-
frastructure, we’ve already 
approved 120 kilometers of  
strategic roads and hope-
fully another one hundred 

to come in the next few 
weeks. We are just criss-

crossing the state, trying 
to make sure that those 
places where you have 
the greatest impacts are 
touched and connected and 
all the Local governments 
will experience some sig-
nificant construction works 
going on”.

He spoke on his adminis-
tration’s regulatory frame-
work, institutional reforms, 
technology, human capital 
and all facets.

“We are firing on all cyl-
inders as well. On this note, 
I formally inaugurate the 
board of  ANSIPPA. With 
this team, I believe Anam-
bra will fly”, concluded the 
Governor.

Speaking earlier, the 
Secretary to the State gov-

ernment, Professor Solo 
Chukwulobelu stated that 
the present administration’s 
agenda is one with a dead-
line, recalling that ANSIP-
PA was set up by law in 
2014, which the Governor 
decided to position as a key 
development control agent 
in his administration.

Speaking virtually, 
Chairman of  the Board, 
Mr. Mustapha Chike Obi 
thanked the Governor for 
thinking him fit for the job, 
assuring of  his commit-
ment to make the agency a 
world class institution.

“You’ll have a hundred 
percent of  my effort, to 
make this a world class in-
stitution. You’ll have won-
derful governance. Nothing 
will happen in ANSIPPA 
that will not be held up to 

the highest possible stand-
ards of  governance. Any-
body who is not prepared 
for high level of  govern-
ance, will not fit into this 
board. I think you have 
chosen carefully.

“I’ve been a beneficiary 
of  some of  your big ideas. 
I know the bank consolida-
tion was your idea. I know 
that boards of  AMCON 
was your idea and I hope 
you’ll continue with your 
big ideas”, Mr. Obi added.

Present at the brief  event 
were Chief  of  Staff  to 
the Governor, Mr. Ernest 
Ezeajughi, Education, 
Public Utilizes, Special Du-
ties counterpart, Professor 
Ngozi Chuma-Udeh, Mr. 
Julius Chukwuemeka and  
Barrister Sly Ezeokenwa 
respectively, among others.

assured the REC that the se-
curity agencies will do their 
best to secure life and prop-
erty and also ensure that the 
2023 election is fair, free.

 “INEC and Security 
agencies are ready to articu-
late this together to achieve 
success in the 2023 election. 

“We assure you that the 
security agencies will do the 
best they can to the best of  
their ability and responsibil-
ity to ensure them as secu-
rity agencies secure life and 
property and also ensure 
that come 2023 election, 
free, fair without any con-
tractions



 47-year-old man, 

ALucky James, has 
b e e n  a r r a i g n e d 

before Chief  Magistrate 

he parents of  the Tfour-year old girl, 
Khadijah Adam, 

allegedly raped by 49-year-
old neighbor, Baba Idi, on 
Monday demanded for 
justice, as the victim has 
reportedly died of  a heart 
attack. 

Father of  the deceased, 
Muhammad Adam, in a 
chat with newsmen at his 
residence demanded for 
justice. 

I d i ,  a  r e s i d e n t  o f  
Lungun Haliru Mai Ruwa, 
Gama Quarters, Nassarawa 
LGA, Kano,  al legedly 
committed the offence on 
Monday, September, 26 
2022. 

“This  is  an act  of  
inhumanity for a neighbor 
to have committed this act. 
All I need is justice,” Adam 
had said.

“I was not at home, 
that fateful day. Her mother 

he Lagos State Police TC o m m a n d  h a s 
confirmed the arrest of  

four members of  a syndicate 
that allegedly specialised in 
endangering the lives of  child 
beggars to attract alms from 
members of  the public in the 
state. 

Newsmen gathered that 
a good Samaritan was on his 
way to a destination in the 
Kirikiri area of  FESTAC, 
Lagos, when he saw one of  the 
suspects using an ointment to 
rob the protruded stomach of  a 
girl in the early hours of  the 
day. 

Following the discovery, 
the good Samaritan raised the 
a l a r m  a n d  t h e  s u s p e c t , 
a l o n g s i d e  t h r e e  o t h e r 
a c c o m p l i c e s ,  w e r e 
apprehended and taken to the 
FESTAC Police Station for 
investigation. 

T h e  s u s p e c t s  a r e 
U c h e n n a  E z e ,  2 4 ; 
Onyedikachkwu Isiala, 18; 
Ikechukwu Kingsley, 22; and 
Smart Alasuomu, 20.

It was learnt that the 
suspects, alongside others still 
at large, allegedly targetted 
minors within the age range of  
11 and 13.

During interrogation, 
Eze, however, said the children 
were suffering from ailments. 

H e  s a i d ,  “ T h e y 
(children) are inside their 
village in Abakaliki. So, when 
one  of  my aunts,  Ngozi 

Tega James. 
Our cor respondent 

gathered that Lucky and 
Tega had been married for a 

ensure that justice prevails. 
“Shortly after narrating 

what Baba Idi did to her, she 
pleaded with me not to tell 
anybody, because Baba Idi 
threatened that he will kill 
her. 

“While we went to 
Bompai for identification, 
she was so frightened when 
the suspect was brought out 
from the cell.

pera t ives  o f  the 

ON a t i o n a l  D r u g 
E n f o r c e m e n t 

Agency (NDLEA) have 
recovered not less  than 
13,451,466 pills of  Tramadol 
2 2 5 m g  w o r t h  N 8 , 
860,000,000 in street value 
from one of  the mansions of  a 
b i l l ionai re  dr ug  baron, 
U g o c h u k w u  N s o f o r 
Chukwukadib ia ,  a t  the 
Victoria Garden City, Lekki 
area of  Lagos state.

T h e  a r r e s t  o f  
Ugochukwu, who is the 

The woman said she 
continuously asked for 
repayment until  Lucky 
pounced on her and beat her 
up. 

She then reported the 
matter to the police and 
James was arrested. 

The defendant is facing 
three counts bordering on 
stealing, obtaining by fraud, 
a n d  a s s a u l t ,  o f f e n c e s 
punishable under sections 
287(5)(6), 314(3), and 172 
of  the Criminal Laws of  
Lagos State of  Nigeria 2015. 

T h e  p r o s e c u t o r , 
Josephine Ikhayere, said the 
defendant committed the 

Mr Femi Babafemi, said, at 
least 258.74 kilograms of  
crystal methamphetamine 
a n d  va r i o u s  p r e c u r s o r 
chemica l s  used  for  the 
production of  the toxic drug 
were recovered from Nzewi's 
home during his arrest.

Fo l l o w i n g  c r e d i b l e 
intelligence, he said, NDLEA 
operatives on Friday 30th 
September stormed the Plot 
A45 Road 2 home of  the 52-
year-old billionaire drug 
kingpin and that, a search of  

L.A. Owolabi of  the Samuel 
Ilori Court, Ogbà, Lagos 
S t a t e ,  o n  c h a r g e s  o f  
defrauding his wife, Mrs 

while bathing Khadijah 
noticed blood dripping from 
her body, when she asked 
her what happened to her, 
s h e  m e n t i o n e d  o u r 
neighbor, Idi, known as 
Baba Idi had raped her and 
she pleaded with her mother 
not tell anyone because the 
suspect said he will kill her 
with scissors if  she does.”

The bereaved father 
said he was yet to hear 
anything  f rom pol ice, 
adding that it must have 
been due to the public 
holiday. 

He further stated that 
he would contact the State 
Criminal Investigation 
Department, Bompai, with 
a view to establishing the 
next line of  action. 

Similarly, the mother 
of  the late Khadija, Jamila 
Adam, called on security 
agencies alongside all other 
key relevant stakeholders to 

Chukwu, who is the founder of  
the foundation, saw other 
associations parading in Lagos, 
she knew these kinds of  cases 
are in her village in Abakaliki 
and she went there and brought 
these ones (children). 

 “The girls' parents know 
that they are in Lagos and used 
as beggars to get money so that 
they can be treated or operated 
on because they are poor. 
A n y b o d y  w h o  k n o w s 
Abakaliki will know what I am 
saying. I have a sister like them; 
I can never do such a thing in 
my life. There is no one that we 
give medicine to make their 
s t o m a c h  s w e l l .  B u t  w e 
normally treat them. 

“I have been doing this 
business since December 2020. 
The children used to see their 
families; one of  them still went 
to see her parents last year, 
while the other girl returned 
this July. I can't say the period 
these girls have been begging, 
but the money raised from the 
begging is usually deposited in 
an account controlled by Ngozi 
Chukwu, who is the owner of  
the foundation. 

 “When it is time for the 
surgery, Dr Ajayi will do it. He 
has operated on one patient 
and the boy is now in the 
village. She (Chukwu) will 
soon land anytime soon; she 
left Lagos last month for the 
village. She heard her mother 
fell sick and went there to stay 
with her.”

while, though the union had 
yet to produce any fruit. 

Tega, who said she was 
the four th wife of  the 
defendant, noted that her 
h u s b a n d  b r o u g h t  a n 
investment deal in which 
she would be entitled to 50 
per cent monthly interest. 

She, however, accused 
her husband of  lying and 
fraudulent ly  obtaining 
N1.6m from her without 
fulfilling the 50 per cent 
interest rate agreement.

Tega alleged that her 
husband also stole the sum 
of  N70m from two bank 
accounts belonging to her.

Chairman of  Autonation 
Motors Ltd is coming barely 
two months after NDLEA 
u n c o v e r e d  a 
m e t h a m p h e t a m i n e 
clandestine laboratory in the 
residence of  another drug 
kingpin in the estate, Chris 
Emeka Nzewi, arrested on 
30th July  a long with  a 
chemist, Sunday Ukah, who 
cooked the illicit drug for 
him.

The Director, Media and 
Advocacy of  the NDLEA, 

offences at Ruby Close, 
D i a m o n d  E s t a t e , 
Sangotedo, in the Ajah area 
of  the state. 

The charges read in 
part, “That you, Lucky 
James, between January 1, 
2019, and September 6, 
2022 ,  d id  d i shones t ly 
withdraw and steal a total 
sum of  N70m only from 
a c c o u n t  n u m b e r 
1 0 2 3 1 4 3 6 1 9  M e r c u r y 
Investment domiciled at 
UBA and account number 
0 0 8 3 6 5 7 6 2 8  M e r c u r y 
domiciled at Sterling Bank, 
respectively, property of  
Mrs James Amanda Tega.

the expansive mansion led to 
the discovery of  443 cartons 
of  Tramadol Hydrochloride 
225mg, which contains 13, 
451, 466 pills of  the drug 
while some cartons were 
already burnt in a fire incident 
in the house same day.

B e f o r e  h i s  a r r e s t , 
Ugochukwu who hails from 
the Ihiala Local Government 
Area of  Anambra state has 
repor tedly  been on the 
agency's watch list as one of  
those behind the tramadol 
drug cartel in Nigeria.

Preliminary investigation 
showed that he has about six 
mansions within the VGC, 
one of  which he uses to 
warehouse the tramadol 
consignment, while he lives 
in the one at Plot Z-130 Road 
67 and another as his office. 
Five exotic vehicles have also 
been located in two of  his 
mansions, out of  which two 
SUVs including a bulletproof  
jeep have been successfully 
removed to the agency's 
facility.

In  h i s  reac t ion,  the 
C h a i r m a n  a n d  C h i e f  
Executive of  the NDLEA, 
Brig- Gen. Mohamed Marwa 
(Rtd) commended the officers 
and men involved in the 
operation for their diligence 
while  also appreciat ing 
Nigerians for supporting the 
Agency in its arduous task of  
ridding the country of  the 
menace of  drug abuse and 
illicit drug trafficking.

According to him, “I'll 
like to reassure Nigerians and 
other stakeholders wherever 
they are located across the 
country and beyond of  our 
preparedness to work with 
them on this onerous task of  
saving our people from the 
d r u g  s c o u r g e .  T h i s 
par tnership is  a fur ther 
warning to the drug barons 
and cartels that there is no 
h i d i n g  p l a c e  f o r  t h e m 
anymore because we remain 
on their trail and we'll always 
get them.”
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Lagos housewife accuses husband of N71m fraud, assault 

Parents of four-year-old rape victim
demand justice 

Syndicate denies injecting
child beggars, police hunt
doctor 

NDLEA nabs Anambra-born billionaire drug Baron 
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r i cewaterHouse -PCoopers has said 
that as Europe's 

workforce decreases, there 
are existing advantages for 
job opportunities for the 
Nigerian labour market. 

he MSMEs, who are Tin the production of  
carbonated drinks, 

alleged that it would cost a 
single operator N4.8m every 
ye a r  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e 
registration process and also 
c o m p l y  w i t h  o t h e r 
mandatory charges imposed 
by the Nigeria Customs 
Service. 

W h i l e  s p e a k i n g 
exclusivelyin a report, the 
immediate past president of  
the Nigeria Association of  
Small Scale Industrialists, 
Segun Kuti-George, faulted 
the decision of  the Federal 
Government to impose the 
N10/litre tax on carbonated 
drinks for manufacturers 
across board. 

Accord ing  to  h im, 
w h i l e  t h e  l a r g e - s c a l e 
industries might be able to 
survive the consequences of  

C u s t o m s  g u y  t h a t  i s 
attached to you. You will 
provide accommodation, 
room and sitting room with 
a toilet and a kitchen for the 
Customs official. That is 
N1.2 million per annum. 
You provide furniture and 
f i t t ing  fo r  the  rooms, 
est imated at  about N1 
million. Transport and 
feeding cost N1500 per day 
for 26 days in a month, that 
is N468,000 per annum. 

“Then, you will sign a 
N220,000 bond with the 
Nigeria Customs, which 
costs nearly N5 million. If  
they sustain that thing for 
the next two months, you 
wo n ' t  f i n d  a n y  m i c r o 
business in production of  
sweetened items again. 

“When my men were 
complaining to me, I was 
like, were they employing 
new people for you? Were 
they not working before? 
Are they not collecting 
salaries at their base where 
they are working? So, when 
we factor all these together, 

rent ,  the  g loba l Bb e n c h m a r k  f o r 
crude, appreciated 

in price on Monday. This is 
as the Organisation of  
Pe t r o l e u m  E x p o r t i n g 
Countries and its allies 
consider an oil output cut of  
more than a million barrels 
per day when they meet on 
October 5, 2022. 

Industry figures seen 
on Monday showed that the 
cost of  Brent moved up by 
3.7 per cent or $3.15 to close 
a t  $ 8 8 . 3 / b a r r e l  a s  a t 
6.03pm Nigerian time. 

Another oil grade, the 
WTI, also increased in 
price on Monday. It gained 
$3.36 or 4.23 per cent to 
close at  $82.83/barrel 
around the same time. 

However, oil grades in 
the OPEC Basket dipped in 
price, shedding $0.42 or 
0.45 per cent to trade at 
$92 .34/bar re l  a round 
6.06pm on Monday.

This came as OPEC 
sources told Reuters that 
the oil cartel and its allies 
were considering an output 
cut of  over one million 
barrels per day at their 

According to the new 
report entitled, “Nigerian 
B r a i n  E x p o r t s :  T h e  
Optimal Path to Growing 
the Nigerian Economy,” 
Nigeria already had a large 
Diaspora and the wealth of  

the excise charge, virtually 
a l l  M S M E s  i n  t h e 
production of  carbonated 
drinks would go out of  
business under the current 
exc ise  reg ime and the 
demands being levelled by 
t h e  N i g e r i a  C u s t o m s 
Service.

Kuti-George said, “It is 
go ing  to  cos t  a  sma l l 
business an additional N4.8 
million naira every year. 
That is an additional cost 
apart from the N10 and I 
will explain to you. The 
Customs people are now 
saying that they will attach a 
Customs officer to you. In 
fact, they have already 
attached themselves to every 
small business.

“You reg is ter  wi th 
Customs with N2m. You 
will provide an office for the 

we are looking at N4.8 
million in a year. My people 
don't have the financial 
capacity.” 

An MSME operator 
directly affected by the 
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  P e t e r 
Popoola, while speaking 
with our correspondent, 
said many micro-scale 
businesses were already 
shutting down due to the 
skyrocketing costs of  the 
factors of  production. 

Popoola appealed to the 
Federal Government to 
intervene on behalf  of  
MSMEs by way of  initiating 
schemes that would help 
cushion the impact of  the 
a u s t e r e  o p e r a t i n g 
environment.

He said, “The operating 
environment is chaotic 
already. So, if  you say that 
our people should pay an 
additional N10 and also take 
care of  the Customs officer, 
it is an additional cost and it 
will not augur well for us.” 

m e e t i n g  c o m i n g  u p 
tomorrow (Wednesday).

The latest figure is 
slightly above estimates for 
a cut given last week, which 
ranged between 500,000 
bpd and 1mbpd. 

T h e  m e e t i n g  t o 
consider a reduction in 
g l o b a l  o i l  s u p p l y  i s 
happening at a time when 
governments around the 
world are struggling to 
control runaway inflation. 
A cut in supply leads to a 
rise in petroleum prices for 
consumers. 

Wednesday's face-to-
face meeting of  the 13 
OPEC members led by 
Saudi Arabia and its 10 
allied members headed by 
Russia will be the first in the 
Austrian capital since the 
spring of  2020. 

“It is a meeting that is 
taking place at a very 
interesting global time,” 
one of  the sources told 
Reuters. 

Saudi Arabia, OPEC's 
de facto leader, first flagged 
the possibility of  cuts to 
cor rec t  the  market  in 
August.

young talents in Nigeria 
was a strong asset that had 
given the country an edge. 

The report noted that 
Nigeria's target markets 
would primarily be Europe 
and  Nor th  Amer i ca ,  
particularly as Europe's old-
age dependency ratio 
(people aged 65 or more as a 
percentage of  the working-
age  popu la t ion )  was  
expected to increase from 
27.8 per cent  to 39.5 per 
cent by 2030. 

This increases the risk 
of  European countries 
being unable to replace 
retiring members of  their 
workforce.

he Manufacturers TA s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
Niger ia  and the 

Nigerian Association of  
Chambers of  Commerce, 
Indus t r y,  Mines,  and 
Agriculture have warned 
the Central Bank of  Nigeria 
that the recent increase in 
base lending rate wil l 
trigger higher prices of  
products. 

In a statement signed 
by its Director-General, 
Segun Ajayi-Kadir, MAN 
said the increase in the 
Monetary Policy Rate and 
the Cash Reserve Ratio 
por t ended  wor r i some 
negative consequences for 
the manufacturing sector. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 

statement, in consideration 
of  the prevailing scenario 
around increase in interest 
rate and access to funds, 
tougher times were ahead 
for the productive sector. 

The group noted that 
the increase in MPR from 
14 per cent to 15.5 per cent 
would rub off  negatively on 
other rates and dash the 
hope for a single-digit 
l e n d i n g  r a t e  f o r  t h e 
productive sector of  the 
economy.

The apex association of  
manufacturers also said 
that the recent development 
would lead to increased 
cos t  o f  bor rowing  by 
manufacturers, fur ther 
beyond the double-digit 

r a t e ,  w h i c h  w o u l d 
d i s i n c e n t i v i s e  n e w 
investments in the sector.

The statement read in 
p a r t ,  “ T h e  o b s e r v e d 
continuous contractionary 
monetary policy posture 
without complimentary 
fiscal support may not 
e f fec t ive ly  reduce the 
prevailing inf lationary 
pressure on the economy. 
This is not unconnected 
with the fact  that  the 
c u r r e n t  i n c r e a s e  i n 
consumer price index as 
reported by NBS is not 
largely driven by monetary 
phenomenon,  as  se l f -
inf l icted weak foreign 
exchange rate management 
c a n  b e  l i n k e d  t o  t h e 
pressure.” 

Also, MAN said the 
rate hike would cause 
increased factor  costs 
which fed into high product 
prices, making the sector 
uncompetitive. 

The association also 
hinted that the spiral effect 

of  the CBN's decision to 
raise benchmark borrowing 
rate would lead to attendant 
j o b  l o s s e s ,  t h e r e b y 
exacerbating the nation's 
a l r e a d y  w o r r i s o m e 
unemployment statistics. 

M A N  s a i d  i t  w a s 
hopeful  that the CBN 
would creatively go beyond 
the conventional monetary 
m a n a g e m e n t  s y s t e m , 
because global economic 
dynamics were changing 
and conventional measures 
m i g h t  n o  l o n g e r  b e 
effective. 

The statement further 
read, “It is important that 
the monetary authority 
strategically set in motion 
mechanism for holistic 
ba lanc ing  o f  the  rea l 
interest rate, which is 
critical to investment and 
not just following leading 
e c o n o m i e s  t o  a d j u s t 
I n t e r e s t  r a t e  w i t h o u t 
cons ide r ing  domes t i c 
peculiarities.”

The report envisaged 
t h a t  e m p l o y m e n t  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w e r e  
expected to grow further, 
increasing the risk of  
Europe being unable to 
meet this increment in job 
demand.

Also in a European 
Union Digital Economy 
and Society Index report, 
there was an indication of  a 
shortage of  information 
technology specialists in the 
labour market, with over 
half  of  the enterprises 
reporting difficulties in 
filling vacancies. About a 
million IT professionals are 
needed to fill the gap. 

In the report, it was 
reiterated that the United 
States of  America was not 
left out of  the equation as it 
faced alarming skills gaps 
and mismatches  that  
negatively affected its 
economic performance, 
according to the Wilson 
Center. 

The report stated that 
between 2019 and 2020, 
employment in the US 
dropped by about 10 
million to 147 million. In 
2021, the US had nearly 7.4 
mi l l ion job openings  
(ranging from professional 
and business service to 
information technology). 

However, just about 
5.7 million jobs were filled 
due to lack of  qualified 
candidates, economists at 
PwC said. 

According to the 
National Skills Coalition, 
53 per cent of  US jobs are 
m i d d l e - s k i l l  ( m o r e  
education & training than 
a high school diploma but 
less than a four-year 
college degree). However, 
only 43 per cent of  US 
workers are trained at this 
level, and this skill shortage 
could cost the US economy 
about USD2.5tn in lost 
output over the next 
decade, the report noted.

BusinessBusinessBusiness
Europe's declining workforce offers opportunities for Nigeria – PwC 

Oil falls to $88/barrel,
OPEC considers 1mbpd cut 

MPR: Expect higher prices, unemployment,
manufacturers tell FG 

N10/litre duty: Carbonated
drinks manufacturers tackle
customs, threaten shutdown 
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rling Haaland took Eh i s  t a l l y  t o  1 4 
Premier  League 

goals with a hat-trick in 
Sunday's 6-3 drubbing of  
Manchester United and the 
Manchester City striker 
said the chemistry he had 
forged with Kevin De 
Bruyne has been a big 
factor in his success.

Belgian De Bruyne 
has assisted on four of  

o r m e r  C h e l s e a Fmanager, Thomas 
Tuchel, has turned 

down the chance to make a 
s w i f t  r e t u r n  t o 
management.

Tuchel was sacked last 

a n c h e s t e r MU n i t e d  a r e 
prepared to see 

Cristiano Ronaldo depart 
in January.

The Telegraph says 
United manager Erik ten 
Hag and club officials are 
now willing to negotiate a 
move as Ronaldo targets a 
mid-season January exit.

Ronaldo has played 
just 80 minutes in the 
Premier League since 
being refused the chance to 
leave Old Trafford and has 
instead been relegated to 
the bench, with his last 
league start coming in 
U n i t e d ' s  4 - 0  l o s s  t o 
Brentford at the beginning 
of  September.

A g a i n s t  r e i g n i n g 
l e a g u e  c h a m p i o n s 
Manchester City, Ronaldo 
was clearly frustrated by his 
team-mates performances 
as he was forced to watch 
U n i t e d ' s  c a t a c ly s m i c 
i m p l o s i o n  f r o m  t h e 
sanctuary of  the dugout.

His determination to 
join a Champions League 
club and further cement his 
status as the competition's 

uper Falcons duo 

SAsisat Oshoala and 
Christy Ucheibe are 

set to faceoff  in the 2022/23 
U E F A  W o m e n ' s 
Champions League group 
stage. 

The group stage draw 
took place on Monday at 
UEFA's headquarters in 
Nyon, Switzerland and pits 
O s h o a l a ' s  B a r c e l o n a 
Femeni against Ucheibe's 
Benfica side, alongside 
B a y e r n  M u n i c h  a n d 
Rosengård in Group D. 

Oshoala has been a key 
f i g u r e  f o r  B a r c e l o n a 
Femeni over the years and 
played a vital role in the 
team that won the 2021 
edition. 

Oshoala also finished 
joint top scorer last season 
in the Spanish Primera 
División de la Liga de 
Fútbol Femenino with 20 
goals as Barcelona Femeni 
won the Spanish title and 
Copa De La Reina.

Oshoala scored her first 
goal  of  the season as 
Barcelona Femeni thrashed 
Villarreal 4-1 at the Ciudad 
Deportiva Villarreal CF 
Vila-real Sept 25.

Oshoala, a goalscorer 
in the final of  the 2018 
edition will be hoping to 
rec la im the t i t le  with 
Barcelona Femeni, after 
losing to Lyon in the final 
of  the 2022 edition. 

Uchiebe has played two 
matches in the second 
round stage of  the Women's 

the  c lub  a  coup le  o f  
months, but the chemistry 
feels so natural. This may 
be the best part.

“It's natural, that I go 
on the run, and he finds me. 
When this feels natural, 
there is nothing better.

 “It is fantastic, it is 
really something special, 
but we cannot forget about 
the others. Kevin is one 

in the summer transfer 
market.

Former Brighton boss, 
G r a h a m  Po t t e r,  w a s 
appointed as his successor 
barely 48 hours after the 
f o r m e r  B o r u s s i a 
D o r t mu n d  c h i e f  wa s 
dismissed.

I t  h a s  n o w  b e e n 
revealed by Sport 1, via 
Sport Witness, that Tuchel 
h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n 
approached about a return 
to the dugout.

Bayer Leverkusen boss, 
Gerardo Seoane, is under 
significant pressure right 
now, and the report claims 
that the Bundesliga outfit 
“made  contac t”  wi th 
Tuchel to gauge his interest 
in the position ahead of  a 
potential change.

from Saudi Arabia side Al 

Hilal but Ronaldo is keen 

to remain in Europe, with 

United now willing to 

listen to offers for their 

legendary No 7.

Both players are part of  
the Falcons squad that 
arrived in Kobe, Japan on 
M o n d a y  f o r  t h e 
in ter nat ional  f r iendly 
fixture against Japan at the 
N o e v i r  S t a d i u m  o n 
Thursday. 

decision I made because I 
e n j o ye d  e ve r y t h i n g  I 
achieved at Chelsea – it's the 
best decision I have ever 
made in my life,” Mikel told 
BBC Sport Africa.

“I signed a pre-contract 
for Manchester United 
when I was 17. If  you are a 
kid and you see Sir Alex 
Ferguson right in front of  
you with the contract, of  
course you will be tempted.”

Haaland's league goals, 
laying on two in Sunday's 
derby win.

“ I t ' s  i n s a n e,  t h e 
passes, we find each other,” 
Haaland, who joined the 
P r e m i e r  L e a g u e 
champions in the close 
season, told City's website 
in an interview published 
on Monday.

“I have only been at 

month by Blues co-owner 
Todd Boehly after only 
seven games into the new 
season.

The decision came as a 
shock as the German had 
been backed significantly 

t o p  g o a l s c o r e r  s a w 
Ronaldo rebuffed by a 
number of  European clubs 
wi th  many b ig  teams 
u n w i l l i n g  t o  p ay  h i s 
e x t o r t i o n a t e  s a l a r y 
demands.

An offer did arrive 

Champions League and 
was a second half  substitute 
in Benfica's 2-1 home win 
against Rangers Sept 28. 

T h e  2 1 - y e a r - o l d 
Falcons star will be aiming 
to help her team progress to 
the knockout stage of  the 
competition. 

ormer Super Eagles Fcaptain, John Mikel 
Obi  says picking 

Che l sea  ove r  P remie r 
League rivals Manchester 
United was the best decision 
of  his life.

M i k e l  m a d e  a 
cont rovers ia l  move  to 
Che l sea  in  2006  a f te r 
Manchester United after 
Manchester United claimed 
they had already signed 
him.

After a protracted saga 
that lasted for months, 
Chelsea offered to pay 
Manchester United $12m, 
while Mikel's then Danish 
club Lyn Oslo got $4m.

The midfielder then 
spent 11 years at Stamford 
Bridge, winning the UEFA 
Champions League, Europa 
L e a g u e,  t w o  P r e m i e r 
Leagues, two League Cups, 
and four FA Cups.

He left Chelsea for the 
Chinese Super League club, 
Tianjin Teda, in 2017.

“I  don ' t  reg ret  any 

player, but I could stand 
there all day and talk about 
everybody else. It is not 
only him, but there are also 
so many others and other 
amazing passes.”

C i t y  h o s t  F C 
C o p e n h a g e n  i n  t h e 
C h a m p i o n s  L e a g u e 
midweek before returning 
to domestic action against 
Southampton on Saturday.

H o w e v e r ,  T u c h e l 
clarified that he was “not 
i n t e r e s t e d ”  i n  t h e 
Leverkusen job.

It is currently unclear 
whether Tuchel's decision 
was driven by a desire to 
t a k e  a  b r e a k  o r  b y 
Leverkusen 's  per i lous 
league position, with the 
German outfit currently 
second from bottom in the 
Bundesliga.

EPL: Haaland hails chemistry with De Bruyne 

Tuchel 'not interested' as first club makes contact
after Chelsea sacking

Transfer window: Man Utd ready
to sell Ronaldo in January 

Oshoala, Uchiebe clash in Women's UCL 

Choosing Chelsea over
Man United was best
decision of my career – Mikel

Tuchel

Ronaldo

Mikel

Haaland and De Bruyne



Page 15

SPORTS
Wednesday 5 - Thursday 6 October, 2022 

helsea legend John 

CTerry believes the 
club have lost too 

much ground on Arsenal 
and Manchester City to win 
the Premier League.

Terry was speaking 

after manager Graham 
Potter's first Premier League 
game in charge, which his 
side won 2-1.

Potter grabbed the 
three points thanks to a late 
goal from Conor Gallagher 

against Crystal Palace at the 
weekend.

The  fo r mer  B lues 
skipper told beIN Sports: 
“It's been five years since we 
won the Premier League. Is 
that going to change this 

year? No. So you're looking 
at the FA Cup, Carabao 
Cup, European Cup… it's 
going to be tough.

 “So then all of  your 
eggs are going to be in two 
baskets domestically, and 
actually you need to keep 
players fit so do you rest and 
rotate players to make sure 
they get in the top four? 
What's the priority? Only 
Potter will know that.”

He added: “I honestly 
don't think it is [too big for 
Potter]. I think what he did 
at Brighton was incredible 
and their position in the 
league speaks for itself.

“When you speak to 
anyone within the training 
ground or around the place, 
what he's done on the field 
has spoken for itself: the 

ings ley  Coman Kg a v e  w o r l d 
champions France 

a much-needed boost after 
the forward returned to 
training with his  club 
Bayern Munich on Monday 
following an absence of  
almost a month.

T h e  2 6 - y e a r - o l d 
missed France's Nations 
League matches against 
Austria and Denmark in 
September due to a torn 
thigh muscle.

However, on Monday 
Coman was able to pass the 
ball around with team-
mates Benjamin Pavard, 
Dayot Upamecano and 
Matthijs de Ligt, earning a 
slap on the back from coach 
Julian Nagelsmann and 
applause from his team-
mates.

B a y e r n  w i l l  b e 
expected to make it three 
wins from three Champions 
League group matches 

K
evin De Bruyne has 
tipped Phil Foden 
t o  r e a c h  n e w 

h e i g h t s  o n c e  t h e 
Manchester City star is 
allowed to take a leading 
role later in his career.

Foden hit a hat-trick in 
City's 6-3 rout of  arch rivals 
Manchester United in the 
Premier League on Sunday.

The England forward's 
goal-scoring feats at the 
Etihad Stadium were only 
part of  an outstanding all-
r o u n d  d i s p l a y  t h a t 
u n d e r l i n e d  h i s 
emergence as one of  
City's key players.

W i t h  E r l i n g 
Haaland also scoring a 
treble in the Manchester 
derby to maintain his 
blistering form, City's 
firepower looks even 
more formidable than 
last season.

But City midfielder 
De Bruyne says the best 
is still to come from 
Foden, who currently 
plays on the flanks for 
Pep Guardiola's team.

The Belgian believes 
the 22-year-old will 
flourish as he matures 
and becomes the focal 
point of  City's creativity 
– a role currently held by 
De Bruyne.

“He's only 22. I 
know at 22 I wasn't the 
player that I am now,” 
De Bruyne said.

w a y  h e  p l a y s ,  t h e 
formation.

 “But also the way he 
is with the players. I think 
in this day and age, if  
you're a young manager, 
you need to understand the 
players. And I think these 
young managers like him 
understand the players 
better than anybody, and 
can relate to them.

“I think you get them 
o n s i d e  b y  d a y  o n e , 
everyone is going to be 
wa t c h i n g .  T h a t  f i r s t 
meeting, the first training 
session:  how does he 
conduct himself ? How 
does he hold himself ? Can 
he handle this big dressing 
room?

“And if  he's come in 
and put his marker down 

when they host pointless 
Czech side Viktoria Plzen 
on Tuesday.

Nagelsmann said, 
though,  he  wi l l  save 
Coman for Saturday's 
high-profile Bundesliga 
clash between his third-
placed side and Borussia 
Dor tmund – who are 
fourth level on points with 
Bayern.

”'King' (Coman) is 
fine, he does not feel any 
pain,” said Nagelsmann at 
his eve of  match press 
conference.

“After  the group 
training session, he trained 
on his own.

“Tomorrow is not an 
option.

“We will increase his 
training programme and 
he will be an option for us 
for Dortmund.”

Coman's return is 
welcome news for France 
who are struggling both on 

“He's so good, so it's 
trying to find consistency. 
H e ' s  b e e n  p l a y i n g 
unbelievably for us so he 
will be here for a long 
time.”

De Bruyne feels Foden 
is talented enough to play 
in a number of  positions 
and expects him to play 
more centrally as his career 
progresses.

“What is he not good 
at? He can play in a lot of  
different positions,” he 
said.

from day one, players, go 
“Ooh hello”. Pretty much 
l i k e  w e  d i d  w h e n 
Mourinho came in. No-
one had really heard of  
him and then he comes in 
and goes “I'm in charge”. 
If  [Potter] has done a 
similar thing, both on the 
pitch and off  the pitch, the 
players will respect that.

“But also they'll be 
looking at his sessions and 
tactically how he sets them 
up for games and that side 
of  it. So you've got a two or 
three day window where 
you can go and impress the 
p l aye r s  –  a n d  b y  a l l 
accounts, he's gone and 
done that.

“And listen, I hope he 
does well!'

the pitch and off  it with 
several stars injured and 
battling to be fit for the 
World Cup finals which 
begin in Qatar in less than 
two months.

Paul Pogba, who 
scored in the 4-2 win over 
Croatia in the 2018 World 
Cup final, is among the 
players s idelined and 
another key midfielder 
N'Golo Kante also missed 
the recent Nations League 
matches through injury.

Presnel Kimpembe, 
L u c a s  a n d  T h e o 
Hernandez, Lucas Digne 
and captain and first-
choice goalkeeper Hugo 
L l o r i s  w e r e  o t h e r 
a b s e n t e e s  f r o m  t h e 
Nations League matches 
which were coach Didier 
D e s c h a m p s  f i n a l 
preparation games before 
the World Cup.

“I think eventually he 
w i l l  e n d  u p  p l ay i n g 
c e n t r a l ly  b u t  i n  t h i s 
moment in time it is maybe 
a little bit better for him on 
the wing to have more 
f r e e d o m  a n d  f e w e r 
instructions so he flows 
into the game.

“I eventually see him 
playing more centrally 
when he gets older and gets 
more stamina. It's all about 
little details to just find 
more consistency in the 
performances.”

EPL: Chelsea legend Terry writes off title hopes for new boss Potter 

EPL: De Bruyne expects Foden to
hit new heights 

Boost for France as Coman returns
to Bayern training 

Coman

Foden

Terry Potter
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The fresh news people

rankly, the greatness of  Fa man especial ly a 
leader lies in his ability 

to  admi t  h i s  ga f fe s  and 
sincerely apologise because it 
secures  t r ust  and bui lds 
stronger bonds.

Apology is one of  the most 
healing and transforming 
m o m e n t s  I ' v e  e v e r 
experienced. It is both real and 
soothing. Elton John in 1976, 
wrote: “Sorry seems to be the 
hardest word to say.” And it's 
still true today. 

So many of  us have the 
hardest time apologizing or 
saying “I'm sorry”; and this is 
the core of  a genuine apology 
but Ihedioha did, even on 
Channels Television; Sunrise 
programme show.

While, very few of  us can 
apologise behind closed doors; 
courageous leaders own up 
their mistakes and take the 
blame for their words or 
actions as millions watch.

On the global stage, heads 
o f  s t a t e  a n d  r e l i g i o u s 
institutions like the Catholic 
Church have often made public 
apologies. 

In 1998, Pope John Paul II, 
formally apologised for failure 
of  the Church to take more 
decisive action in challenging 
the Nazi regime during World 
W a r  I I  t o  s t o p  t h e 
extermination of  more than 6 
million Jews.

In June 2016, Philippine 
President Rodrigo Duterte 
expressed regrets over his "son 
of  a bitch" remarks on Barrack 
Obama, the then President of  
United States.

Though, he didn't exactly 

say the demeaning word yet, 
the de facto apology came a 
day after Duterte made the 
remakes.

In a statement read out by 
his spokesman, Duterte said 
t h a t  w h i l e  h i s  “ s t r o n g 
comments” in response to 
q u e s t i o n s  b y  a  r e p o r t e r 
“elicited concern and distress, 
we also regret it came across as 
a personal attack on the U.S. 
president.”

Duterte isn't the only world 
leader to express remorse over 
i n f l a m m a t o r y  wo r d s  o r 
actions.

President Obama, in 2013, 
apologized to Americans 
losing their health insurance 
despite his repeated promises 
that they wouldn't; “I am 
'sorry' that they, you know, are 
finding themselves in this 
situation, based on assurances 
they got from me,” Obama said 
in an interview with NBC 
News.

President Clinton on May 
16, 1997 rendered apology to 5 
survivors of  Tuskgee syphilis 
study: - "...The United States 
government did something that 

was wrong, deeply, profoundly, 
m o r a l l y  w r o n g .  To  t h e 
survivors, to the wives and 
family members, the children 
and the grandchildren, I say 
what you know: No power on 
Earth can give you back the 
lives lost, the pain suffered, the 
years of  internal torment and 
anguish. What was done 
cannot be undone. But we can 
end the silence. We can stop 
turning our heads away. We 
can look at you in the eye and 
finally say on behalf  of  the 
American people, what the 
United States government did 
was shameful, and I am sorry."

John F. Kennedy regretted 
ordering the failed Bay of  Pigs 
Invasion and even appeared on 
national television apologizing 
to the American people.

Facebook  CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg, in 2017 admitted 
errors in his product packaging 
a n d  m a n a g e m e n t ;  a n d 
apologised to Facebook user all 
over the world, thus:- 

" We ' v e  s e e n  t h i s  i n 
misclassifying hate speech in 
poli t ical  debates in both 
directions — taking down 
accounts and content that 
should be left up and leaving up 
content that was hateful and 
should be taken down," 

"This has been painful for 
me, because I often agree with 
those criticizing us that we're 

making mistakes." Zuckerberg 
apologised.

Apologizing freely requires 
a good deal of  courage.  It's 
most difficult for many of  us to 
admit an error, or acknowledge 
that an action or speech caused 
others harm or inconvenience. 
So  when  someone  t r u ly 
apologizes, it shows, such 
person places honesty and 
honor above personal luxury.  
It's inspiring, and it feels brave.

Apologizing isn't that easy, 
and it's not always clear about 
who should and when. But the 
lack of  an apology is always 
harmful.

In fact, it requires rare 
humility and an uncommon 
humility to tender an apology 
b e c a u s e  i t  i s  o f t e n 
misconstrued or rather viewed 
as a weakness by undeveloped 
minds.

And, moreso, a heartfelt 
apology requires strength 
encapsulated in deep sincerity 
from the person offering it. 
That  inner  s t rength  and 
humility often require God's 
grace to express. 

It could be recalled that a 
former governor of  the State, 
Chief  Emeka Ihedioha, was 
recently embroiled in perceived 
strong or derogatory comment 
against the Igbos but inspite of  
his claims that the comments 
were miscomprehended yet he 

was courageous enough to 
sincerely apologies with the 
right and the highly emotional 
words of  “I'm sorry” with all 
available platforms including 
the online, electronic and the 
print media.

In his apologetic speech in 
all the platforms known to me 
he has kept saying "…Mindful 
of  the feelings and emotions of  
his numerous supporters, 
followers and fans, Ihedioha 
added, "I am responsible to 
people. When people show you 
love, confidence and indeed 
believe in you, you need to 
respect their feelings. So, to the 
m i l l i o n s  o f  N i g e r i a n s , 
particularly the South East 
extraction who feel hurt by my 
use of  language, 'I am deeply 
sorry'. I do not mean to hurt 
anybody. You all have the right 
to express your poli t ical 
opinion in anyway".

For me and many other 
polished people across the 
world, Emeka Ihedioha has 
won our indomitable respect 
and can be listed alongside 
many other great leaders in the 
world who have conscience 
and respect for trust and 
confidence.

I h e d i o h a  w a s  I m o 
governor for barely seven (7) 
within which he replaced 
transactional politics of  the 
previous administrations with 
transformational leadership 
and participatory democracy 
which  la id  emphas i s  on 
essential elements of  good 
g o v e r n a n c e  i n c l u d i n g 
accountability, transparency, 
efficiency and effectiveness, 
responsiveness, the rule of  law 
and forward vision. 

He believes that trust is a 
public good without which no 
great thing can be achieved 
collectively. Hence, he believes 
trust has to be earned.

Tide of Times

Parents of four-year-old rape
victim demand justice 
Housewife accuses husband
of N71m fraud, assault 

Apology: An Indomitable Humility
That Begets Greatness

Apologizing freely requires a good deal of  courage.  It's most 
difficult for many of  us to admit an error, or acknowledge that an 

action or speech caused others harm or inconvenience. So when 
someone truly apologizes, it shows, such person places honesty and 

honor above personal luxury.  It's inspiring, and it feels brave.

From the horrors of the World Wars, to religious and 
racial prosecution, leaders have often made public 
apologies to make amends for the irreparable past. 
-By Lesley Simeon
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