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Ihedioha coming to redeem Imo in 2023
- Ex-Appointee
By Ikenna Orioha

A 
former appointee 
of  the Rebuild Imo 
administration, Dea-

con Dr. Ajunwa Ishiopi, 
says the former Governor of  
Imo State, Rt. Hon. Emeka 
Ihedioha, will win the 2023 
governorship election con-
vincingly because the peo-
ple desperately want him to 
come and redeem the state 
from bad rulership.

Ajunwa stated this when 
he addressed the members 
and supporters of  PDP and 
Emeka Ihedioha during the 
inauguration of  Ihedioha 
Reelection Movement 2023, 
Azuzu Ward 3, Owerri Mu-
nicipal Council, on Tuesday. 

He said that Ihedioha in 
his seven months govern-
ance as Governor, performed 
wonderfully because he tru-
ly wants to rebuild the state, 
restore dignity of  citizens, 
restore the lost glory of  the 
state as well as make live 
more meaningful for all in-

cluding visitors hence the 
people are craving for his 
coming back to governance. 

“This is why anybody 
coming to challenge Ihedio-
ha in 2023 is wasting his or 
her time. PDP will win Imo 
gubernatorial election in 
2023 convincingly because 
he has actually, efficiently 
demonstrated good govern-
ance aimed at redefining the 
state. Ihedioha is straight for-
ward. 

“He is a good and a vision-
ary leader who is prepared 
to redeem Imo. His man-
date was stolen. That is why 
Imo is in coma today. He is 
coming back to exemplify de-
mocracy. We are all strongly 
behind him”.

Speaking earlier, former 
Chairman, Owerri Munici-
pal Council, Hon. Chukwue-
meka Ebere (ABJ), stated 
that PDP will formidably 
fight for the emancipation of  
Imo by reelecting Ihedioha 
in 2023, regretting that “the 
3r led APC administration 

has turned Imo State upside 
down as living is now too ex-
pensive with insecurity rav-
aging people. 

Imo people should vote 
APC out in the forthcoming 
general elections. Ihedioha 
will rebuild Imo because his 
seven months as governor 
was awesome with good gov-
ernance, peace and orderli-
ness being the hallmarks of  
the state. 

“The inaugurated mem-
bers should be more active, 
committed to the reelection 
of  the former Deputy Speak-
er of  House of  Representa-
tives”.

A PDP apostle, Obinna 
Nwaguma, while advising 
Imo electorate to vote wisely 
during the poll to extricate 
themselves from poverty and 
social insecurity, maintained 
that “Ihedioha has done so 
many good things in Imo, 
less than seven months in 
power. 

“The ministries are now 
dead, pensioners groaning 

in hunger and negligence; 
workers are suffering ad-
versely due to irregular pay-
ment. The local government 
areas are in state of  coma-
tose. Emeka is coming back 
to rescue the people. He will 
win”.

With Hon. Tony Umelo, 
an avowed party member, 
adding that “Emeka Ihedio-
ha  is unstoppable because he 
is visionary. He is a legislator 
per excellence, who demys-

tified leadership within his 
short stay in office. He revo-
lutionised Imo, restored the 
Civil Service with the local 
government administration 
coming back to life”. 

Urging the members of  
PDP in Owerri Municipal 
Council to always work with 
one spirit to their reelection 
bid, PDP Youth Leader, Sir 
Evan Williams (OwelleP-
DP), observed that “Ihedi-
oha deserves to govern Imo 

because he worked profi-
ciently in his 7 months gov-
ernance as governor. 

“We have done it before 
and we will do it again. No 
faction in Imo PDP. We are 
one and I thank all for believ-
ing in this reelection and lib-
eration cause especially the 
Azuzu Ward 3 Coordinator 
of  IRM, Ndubuisi Asimole. 
We offer our unalloyed sup-
port and solidarity for PDP 
and Emeka Ihedioha”.

Tropical diseases: Parents asked to
avail children for survey against
transmission
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By Ikenna Orioha

I
n order to stop or reduce 
the spread of  tropical 
diseases such as River 

Blindness, Scrotal Enlarge-
ment, Breast Enlargement 
and Elephantiasis in Imo 
State, parents or guardians 
have been asked to avail their 
children or wards for survey 
which will be carried out by 
trained health workers in the 
selected 8 primary schools.

This request was made by 
Obiukwu Stella, Coordina-
tor, Tropical Diseases, Min-
istry of  Health, Imo State, 
while addressing health 
workers at the end of  a 3- 
day training on Assessment 
Survey of  Elephantiasis Fil-
ariasis aimed at ascertaining 
whether the diseases are re-
ducing or increasing as Imo 
State is already endemic 
with the diseases.

Stating that this year’s 
Transmission Assessment 
Survey 1 activities will take 

place in primary schools 1 
and 2 in 8 local government 
areas of  Oguta, Onuimo, 
Ideato South, Owerri West, 
Ngor Okpala, Okigwe, Isu 
and Ihitte- Uboma, Obiuk-
wu observed that the group 
is collaborating with Minis-
try of  Education, IMSUB-
EB and the Private Schools 
(NAPPS), informing that 
letters have been written to 
the public and private prima-
ry schools already selected 
by the Federal Ministry of  
Health.

The Coordinator stressed 
that “treatment for these dis-
eases started in 2014. And 
the guideline states that once 
you have been treated for 5 
days, you have effective cov-
erage, you are qualified for 
an assessment to know the 
level of  transmission. 

“Since 2019, we have start-
ed this assessment. The first 
assessment we did were pu-
pils from 5 years and above, 
we realized that the trans-
mission was reducing after 
the assessment”, saying the 
diseases which are caused 
by infected mosquitoes can 
be treated with medicines 
which are freely donated by 
WHO and The Carter Cen-
tre and evenly distributed to 
communities and selected 
schools, noting that the ac-
tivities are chiefly sponsored 
by The Carter Centre with 
support from the Ministry of  
Health, Imo State.

Anambra govt launches One
Youth, Two Skills initiatives

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
s part of  Prof  Solu-
do’s mandate to stem 
the tide against youth 

unemployment in the state, 
Anambra state government 
has pledged to assist selected 
youth trainees with start-up 
funding for businesses.

The Governor gave the 
assurance at the launch of  
the “One Youth, Two Skills 
Solution” one day workshop. 
The workshop organized by 
Anambra State Ministry of  
Youth was held at the Inter-
national Convention Center, 
Awka which had the theme; 
“Raising Smart Entrepre-
neurs for a Prosperous An-
ambra State”.

While addressing the 
teeming youths, Governor 
Soludo said: “we have come 
to kick off  the commence-
ment of  a long journey. The 
future of  Anambra is in your 
hands. “We have come to be-
gin a process of  productive 
empowerment in which you 
teach people how to fish, not 
giving them fish. “Politicians 
and some other people doing 
what I call phantom char-
ity, sharing bags of  rice to 
youths is not empowerment 
but rather, giving them food 
for the day because the next 
day, they will be hungry.” 
“We will give you the skill 
and training. Our agenda is 
to have one youth with at 
least two skills. That is the 
future of  Anambra, Nigeria 
and Africa. “As I look into 
your faces, you are ready to 
go. We will approve more 
billions in coming years for 
the development of  special 
skills and programmes we 
have for our youths.

“Today and tomorrow be-
longs to you. In Anambra, 
we are hardworking. The 
true onye Anambra don’t 
beg but ask for help to stand 
on his toes. When he is es-
tablished, he starts deploy-
ing others into the business. 
This is the journey we have 

begun.
“My government is gov-

ernment of  the youths, 
for the youths and by the 
youths. Majority of  youths 
constitute my cabinet.

“The 0.01%, the few hun-
dreds who get into the bush, 
who seek for easy route of  
livelihood, involved in kid-
napping and crime cannot 
define who we are.” A true 
onye Anambra will not take 
up guns to rob, attack, kill or 
decapitate someone’s head 
who haven’t done him no 
wrong. “Our people work 
hard legitimately. To lay the 
foundation, we must have an 
educational system for the 
21st century.

“The quality of  our edu-
cational system is defined by 
the quality of  teachers and 
teaching. We are recruiting 
over 5000 teachers in the 
coming weeks.

“We can’t have schools 
without teachers. Our hospi-
tals needs Doctors and Nurs-
es so that when you fall sick, 
you will have somewhere 
to go to,” Governor Soludo 
assured. As for the Commis-
sioner for Youth Develop-
ment, Mr Patrick Aghamba, 
the flag-off  of  the one Youth 
two Skills project is clearly 
captured in the Transition 
Committee Report.

“He disclosed that the pro-
gramme is targeted at raising 
mass entrepreneurs through 
apprenticeship, business fi-
nancing and mentoring. 

“Our society is faced with 
numerous challenges such 
as crime, kidnapping, vio-
lence etc, fundamentally as 
a result of  youth unemploy-
ment.

“To solve the problem in a 
sustainable manner, youths 
must be kept positively busy 
with jobs.  The essence of  
the workshop is to prepare 
the minds of  selected train-
ees for the journey ahead. 

“The journey can make or 
mar your future. The select-
ed trainees must count them-
selves lucky to be selected 

from over 20000 youths that 
applied for this programme. 
“5000 beneficiaries is the 
overall target. Mr Gover-
nor’s vision is to create 1000 
millionaires annually. “The 
apprenticeship and entre-
preneurial model being used 
requires that trainees would 
be sent to business owners 
for a duration of  four to sev-
en months to learn the skills 
within the business environ-
ment.

“All trainees will be trained 
in various communities with 
community leaders involved.

“This is against the old 
ways of  bringing every train-
ee to the State Capital to be 
trained. “Mr Governor has 
shown that the development 
of  the youths is his top-
most priority by appointing 
youths in key positions in his 
government. 

“Everything required to 
start is ready! The Master 
Trainers are ready!! I must 
thank them for volunteering 
to offer their best to partner 
with the Solution Team in 
creating solutions to youth 
unemployment. 

“Approval for all the em-
powerment training needed, 
welfare has graciously been 
granted by Mr Governor.” 

There are also incentives 
for Master Trainers to mo-
tivate them for effective ser-
vice delivery.” I can’t stop 
thanking Mr Governor, 
“The field Youth Marshal” 
for his passion towards the 
youths.”

“I am very optimistic that 
in a few years to come, you 
shall all be successful entre-
preneurs, contributing posi-
tively to the development of  
Anambra State.  

“The world is waiting to 
hear your success story, does 
not need to be a disappoint-
ment. Mr Aghamba tasked 
the trainees to use the op-
portunity afforded by the 
training, to better their lives 
and urged them to be hum-
ble, disciplined, patient and 
respectful.”

Affirming that the Tropi-
cal Disease is known as El-
ephantiasis Flariasis which 
is one of  the neglected trop-
ical diseases because it af-
flicts poor people living in a 
very dejected and deplorable 
environment, the Overall 
Leader of  the Team, Mr. 
Njoku Celestine, revealed 
that not many people know 
about this Tropical Disease, 
saying the manifestation 
of  the disease can be seen 
everywhere.

“This Lymphatic Filari-
asis is caused by a Worm 
known as Wuchereria Ban-
crofti. This Worm is spread 
by Mosquito, the same Mos-
quito that spreads Malaria 
Parasite.

“So, when the Mosquito 
goes for its blood meal, it 
picks this one from the in-
fected person and injects it 
to another. That is how the 
disease spreads. 

“The manifestation of  this 
disease are: Lymphedema 
(swelling or enlargement of  
the limbs which can affect 
both gender), Enlargement 
of  the Breast in the female, 
Enlargement of  the Scrotum 
(ibi, basically for males) and 
Elephantiasis (ukwu aba 
shoe).

“The preventive measures 
or treatment are medicines 
like Mectizan and Albenda-
zole. These drugs are free, 
safe and available in the 
nearest health center”, Njo-
ku buttressed.

... Targets to equip 10,000 youths with digital skills yearly
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Court awards N500m to Nnamdi Kanu 

From middle: Commissioner for Health, Dr Afam Obidike, the Executive Secretary, Anambra State Primary Healthcare Development 
Agency, Dr Chioma Ezenyimulu, TC Chairman, Idemili North Local Government Area, Chief Chuks Igboanua, with health experts at the 
Primary Healthcare Centre, Uke, Idemili North Local Government Area, during the �ag-off of the campaign.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

J
ustice Eveline Anyadike 
of  Federal High Court, 
Umuahia has awarded 

five hundred million naira 
damages to detained leader 
of  Indigenous People of  Bia-
fra (IPOB), Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu.

The cost, according to the 
Federal High Court, is to 
compensate for the inhuman 
treatment that was meted 

out to Kanu during his ar-
rest, torture and detention in 
Kenya by agents of  the feder-
al government and office of  
the Attorney-General  of  the 
federation.

Delivering her judgment 
in the Mazi Nnamdi Kanu 
Vs Federal government and 
Attorney-general of  the fed-
eration suit, the Court also 
ordered the respondents to 
return Nnamdi Kanu to the 
same place they arrested 

Measles campaign: Anambra govt reschedules 
date to reach flood-affected persons
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

A
nambra State Govern-
ment has announced 
new date for the in-

tegrated measles campaign 
across the twenty-one local 
government areas so as to 
reach the people affected and 
displaced by the recent flood 
disaster in the state.

The measles campaign 
which had been scheduled to 

start today Tuesday October 
25, 2022 and end on Wednes-
day November 2, 2022 has 
now been rescheduled to hold 
in two phases. 

According to the new 
schedule, the first phase will 
hold from November 1 to 9, 
2022 in Aguata, Anaocha, 
Awka South, Ihiala, Njiko-
ka, Nnewi North and South, 
Onitsha North and South, 
Orumba North and South, 
Oyi and Wards one to six in 
Okpoko, Ogbaru Local Gov-
ernment Area. 

The second phase, on the 
other hand, will hold  from 
November 15 to 23 in the four 
remaining local government 
areas of  Anambra East and 
West, Awka North and Ay-
amelum and the remaining 
wards in Ogbaru Local Gov-
ernment Area that were huge-
ly impacted by the floods. 

Speaking at the Primary 
Healthcare Centre, Uke, Ide-
mili North Local Govern-
ment Area during the flag-off  
of  the campaign, Governor 
Chukwuma Soludo said the 
mandate of  his government is 
to ensure that no onye Anam-
bra dies from any preventable 
disease as such the redesign of  
the measles campaign sched-
ule is to ensure that everyone 
that should be vaccinated 

against the disease is reached 
in the state.

Governor Soludo who was 
represented at the event by the 
Commissioner for Health, Dr 
Afam Obidike said the tar-
get of  the state government 
is to hit 95% coverage in the 
measles vaccination as health 
officials will be in all the in-
ternally displaced persons 
camps to provide immuniza-
tion services against measles, 
other routine Immunization 
services to qualified children 
and COVID-19 vaccination 
for adults. 

Providing more explana-
tion into the integrated mea-
sles campaign, the Executive 
Secretary, Anambra State 
Primary Healthcare Devel-
opment Agency, Dr Chioma 
Ezenyimulu said measles 
is an extremely contagious 
disease that has the potency 
to infect nine out of  ten un-
vaccinated people who are 
exposed to the virus and has 
a high mortality rate among 
children who are less than 
five years. She explained fur-
ther that the measles cam-
paign will be admininstered 
to children between nine to 
fifty-nine months or five years 
while other routine immuni-
zations such as BCG and yel-
low fever will be administered 

Kanu in Kenya in 2021.
The Federal High Court 

held that the arrest, torture 
and detention of  Nnamdi 
Kanu in Kenya and other 
humiliating treatment he 
was allegedly subjected to by 
agents of  the respondents vio-
lated his fundamental human 
rights.

It further held that the re-
spondents and their agents 
were not able to furnish the 
Court with any authorizing 
documents by Kenyan gov-

ernment approving Kanu’s 
arrest.

The Court described the 
applicant’s maltreatment 
in Kenya as a disgrace and 
ridicule to an African, not-
ing that Section 34:1(a) of  
1999 constitution of  Nigeria 
as amended outrightly con-
demns it.

It therefore awarded 
N500m damages to Nnamdi 
Kanu to be paid by the de-
fendants for abusing his fun-
damental human rights.

Attempts by the defend-
ants to have the matter struck 
out suffered a blow as Justice 
Anyadike dismissed their ap-
plicants challenging the juris-
diction of  the Court to handle 
the case.

Reacting the his client’s 
victory , the lead Counsel to 
IPOB and Nnamdi Kanu in 
the case, Barr Alloy Ejima-
kor hailed the judgment as 
a victory for justice, triumph 
of  truth, telling the federal 
government to immediately 

comply with the ruling.
Ejimakor also slammed 

FG for classifying IPOB as a 
terrorist organisation, arguing 
that victories being recorded 
by his showed that his client 
did not engage in terrorism.

House of  Assembly road 
in Umuahia was manned by 
security men.

Large supporters of  Kanu 
drawn Jewish religion, 
Afaraukwu Ibeku etc were in 
the Court to show solidarity 
to Kanu.

to children from zero to twen-
ty-three months, while other 
primary health care services 
including birth registration 
have been included during the 
exercise.

Dr Ezenyimulu main-
tained that it is the right of  
every child to be immunized 
and asked parents, care giv-
ers and guardians to present 
their children and wards for 
the exercise.  Earlier in a wel-
come address, the Transition 
Committee Chairman, Idemi-
li North Local Government 
Area, Chief  Chuks Igboanua 
praised Governor Chukwu-
ma Soludo’s progressives and 
proactive policies in the health 
care sector and assured of  the 
support of  the local govern-
ment in cascading the visions 
of  the present state govern-
ment to the grassroots.

The integrated measles 
campaign flag-off  was at-
tended by representatives of  
partnering agencies including 
National Primary Healthcare 
Development Agency Agen-
cy, NPHCDA, UNICEF, 
World Health Organization, 
WHO, Red Cross Society, 
USAID, United States Cen-
tre for Disease Control, the 
traditional ruler of  Uke, Igwe 
Charles Agbala, and his Aba-
cha counterpart, Igwe God-
win Odiegwu.

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he immediate past 
governor of  Anambra 
State, Chief  Willie 

Obiano, has denied saying 
he regretted making Chuk-
wuma Soludo, governor of  
the State. News Echo gath-
ered that the media aide to 
the 2023 Labour Party Pres-
idential Candidate, Mr. Pe-
ter Obi, Comrade Valentine 
Obienyem, has alleged that 
Obiano told about five peo-
ple that he regretted making 
Soludo Governor of  Anam-
bra State.

Obienyem also alleged that 
Obiano discussed impeach-
ment move against Governor 
Soludo with the Deputy Gov-
ernor, Dr. Onyekachukwu 
Ibezim and the Speaker of  
the State House of  Assembly, 
Hon. Uche Okafor. Reacting 
in a statement made avaliable 
to Journalists in Awka, on 
Thursday, by his Chief  Publi-
cist, Tony Nezianya, Obiano 
said he never said anything 
like that.

He said he has renewed 
faith in his successor, Prof. 
Chukwumah Soludo’s per-
formance and style of  Gov-
ernance.

 ‘’I have not at any fora 
expressed misgivings about 
him. I never said to anyone 
or a group that I am disap-

pointed in him.  ‘’I never 
raised any issues concern-
ing campaign funding for 
my wife, who is seeking an 
Anambra North Senatorial 
District ticket. ‘’I never grant-
ed an interview over such a 
matter. The author of  such 
a verse is on a mischievous 
venture with an aim at caus-
ing disharmony: he does not 
have my authorisation. 

 ‘’I state unequivocally that 
whoever did that is a mis-
chief  maker.  ‘’I never said 
anything like that. I did not 
at any point discuss my wife’s 
funding with you.  ‘’That 
clearly shows the comment 
is false as the handiwork of  
a fake news vendor. ‘’I have 
confidence that Gov. Soludo 
will live up to the high expec-
tations of  Ndi Anambra, the 
statement concluded.

Soludo, a former governor 
of  the Central Bank of  Ni-
geria (CBN), was declared 
winner of  the November 
6th, 2021 Governorship 
election under the ruling 
All Progressive Grand Alli-
ance (APGA). He  secured 
112,229 votes to defeat his 
two major rivals — Valentine 
Ozigbo of  the PDP who got 
53,807 votes, and Andy Uba 
of  the All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) who secured 
43,285 votes. Ifeanyi Ubah 
of  the Young Progressives 
Party (YPP) came next with 
21,261 votes.

Prepare your handover notes now 
- Wike charges new commissioners
From Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt

R
ivers State governor, 
Nyesom Wike has re-
iterated the resolve of  

his administration to finish 
strong and do proper hand-
over to his successor on 28th 
May 2023.

Governor Wike maintained 
that what it means is for every 
member of  the State Exec-
utive Council to recommit 
themselves to the tasks as-
signed to them and achieve 
desired results. The governor 
spoke at the swearing-in cere-
mony of  18 new commission-
ers at the Executive Council 
Chambers of  Government 

House, Port Harcourt on 
Wednesday. Governor Wike 
observed that because some 
members of  the State Execu-
tive Council do not appreciate 
the enormity of  the task given 
to them, rather they take to 
sycophancy while abandon-
ing their duties.

Governor Wike empha-
sized the need for a proper 
handover to be done to the 
succeeding administration 
in good time. He therefore 
charged the new commission-
ers and those already in the 
cabinet to begin compilation 
of  necessary data so that the 
reports will be ready in good 
time. Governor Wike also 
announced the transfer of  the 

Dr. Nabo Graham Douglas 
Campus of  the Nigerian Law 
School project from the Min-
istry of  Special Projects to the 
Ministry of  Works. 

The commissioners sworn 
in are: Prof. Princewill Chike, 
Hon. Jacobson Nbina, Mr. 
Ndubuisi Okere, Mrs Inime 
Aguma, Charles Amadi, Mrs. 
Tonye Oniyinde Briggs, Mr. 
Ben Daminabo, Mr. Chris 
Finebone, and Austin Ben 
Chioma. Others include, Mr 
Uchechukwu Nwafor, Dr. 
Fred Barivule Kpakol,  Emeni-
ke Oke, Mr. Prince Ohia, Prof. 
Kaniye Ebeku, Mr. Ezekiel 
Agri, Mrs. Ukiel Oyaghiri , 
Hon. Damiete Herbert Mill-
er  and  Hon Emeka Onowu. 
Similarly, the Governor swore 
in Mr. Clifford Oparaodu as 
a member of  the Rivers State 
Judicial Service Commission.
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Editorial

he Central Bank of Nigeria, has Tannounced its decision to release re-
designed 200, 500, 1,000 naira notes 

with effect from December 15, 2022.
Though, the CBN governor, Godwin 

Emefiele, who disclosed this during a press 
briefing in Abuja on Wednesday said that 
existing notes would be operating 
simultaneously with new ones until 
January 31, 2023, when old currency 
would seize to be regarded as legal tender. 

He said that the action was taken in 
order to take control of the currency in 
circulation, stressing that the bulk of the 
nation's currency notes were outside bank 
vaults and that the CBN would not allow 
the situation to continue.

Emefiele, in his briefing said that there 
have been continued apprehensions with 
the management of  current series of 
banknotes, and currency in circulation, 
particularly those outside the banking 
system in the country.

His statements read, “As you all may be 
aware, currency management is a key 
function of the Central Bank of Nigeria, as 
enshrined in Section 2 (b) of the CBN Act 
2007. Indeed, the integrity of a local legal 
tender, the efficiency of its supply, as well 
as its efficacy in the conduct of monetary 
policy are some of the hallmarks of a great 
Central Bank.

“In recent times, however, currency 
management has faced several daunting 
challenges that have continued to grow in 
scale and sophistication with attendant 
and unintended consequences for the 
integrity of  both the CBN and the 
country.”

He added that the worsening shortage 
of clean and fit banknotes with attendant 
negative perception of  the CBN and 
increased risk to financial stability as well 
a s ,  i n c r e a s i n g  e a s e  a n d  r i s k  o f 
counterfeiting evidenced by several 
securi ty  repor ts  were  reasons  for 
redesigning the notes.

The CBN boss noted that although 
global best practice was for central banks to 
redesign, produce and circulate new local 
legal tender every 5–8 years, the Naira has 
not been redesigned in the last 20 years.

He said, “On the basis of these trends, 
problems, and facts, and in line with 
Sections 19, Subsections a and b of the 
CBN Act 2007, the Management of the 
CBN sought and obtained the approval of 
President Muhammadu Buhari to redesign, 
produce, and circulate new series of 
banknotes at N200, N500, and N1,000 
levels.

 “Customers of banks are enjoined to 
begin paying into their bank accounts the 
existing currency to enable them withdraw 

the new banknotes once circulation begins 
in mid-December 2022. All banks are 
therefore expected to keep open, their 
currency processing centers from Monday 
to Saturday so as to accommodate all cash 
that will be returned by their customers.

“For the purpose of this transition 
from existing to new notes, bank charges 
for cash deposits are hereby suspended with 
immediate effect. Therefore, DMBs are to 
note that no bank customer shall bear any 
charges for cash returned/paid into their 
accounts.

He also said, “Although global best 
practice is for central banks to redesign, 
produce and circulate new local legal 
tender every 5–8 years, the Naira has not 
been redesigned in the last 20 years.

Recall that on February 28, 2007, as 
part of economic reforms, N20 was issued 
for the first time in polymer substrate, 
while the N50, N10 and N5 banknotes; as 
well as N1 and 50 kobo coins were reissued 
in new designs, and the N2 coin was 
introduced. 

Also, on September 30, 2009, the 
redesigned N50, N10 and N5 banknotes 
were converted to polymer substrate 
following the successful performance of 
the N20 (polymer) banknote. Finally, the 
CBN, as part of its contribution towards 
the celebration of the 50th anniversary of 
Nigeria's Independence and 100 years of its 
existence as a nation, had issued the N50 
Commemorative polymer banknote on 
September 29, 2010; and the N100 
Commemorative banknote on December 
19, 2014.

According to Section 2 (1) of the 
Money Laundering Act 2022, “No person 
or body corporate shall, except in a 
transaction through a financial institution, 
make or accept cash payment of a sum 
exceeding— (a) N5, 000,000 or its 
equivalent, in the case of an individual; or 
(b) N10, 000,000 or its equivalent, in the 
case of a body corporate.”

However, we insist that before the old 
currency is completely phased out, a 
genuine question is how the transition 
would help stabilise the foreign exchange 
(FX) market. This is even as the country is 
currently faced with FX crisis, affecting 
key sectors in the country.

We are also concerned with the cost of 
printing the new series of banknotes would 
be an additional burden on the country's 
fiscal strength.

CBN had said it spent N58.618 billion 
to print naira notes, valued at N1.06 trillion 
in 2020. And, this cost is outrageous and a 
healthy expenses for the nation at this 
trying period.

Analyzing two sides of
CBN's Naira redesigning
decision 
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fter steering the 

Ac a u s e  o f  a 
turbulent United 

Kingdom economy as 
Prime Minister, Liz Truss 
resigned from the exalted 
of f ice  she sought  and 
fought very hard to occupy 
just some 44 days ago. It's 
honourable that she saw the 
we i g h t  o f  t h e  o f f i c e, 
admitted her inability to 
deliver on the mandate, and 
r e s i g n e d .  I n d e e d ,  i t 
reflected how she valued 
the nation above herself.

But then why did she 
become Prime Minister in 
the first instance when she 
knew she'd resign in just 44 
days? Isn't it a waste of  time 
and resources, considering 
that the Conservative Party 
had to organise a long walk 
of  campaigns and debates 
in the bid to shop for a 
replacement for  Boris 
Johnson,  who equal ly 
resigned just two months 
ago?

Does it not appear to be a 
calculated scheme to scuttle 
a candidate who appeared 
prepared and suited for the 
role? Erstwhile Chancellor 
of  the Exchequer, Rishi 
Sunak, has a more realistic 
plan that captures today's 
UK economic reality. He 
appeared more prepared for 

the position he sought and 
aimed to assume. But what 
did the establishment do? 
They whittled his soaring 
influence, decapitated his 
chance of  winning, and 
brought in Liz.

Unprepared Liz needed a 
campaign mantra to run on. 
She smelt the heaviness of  
the office and knew she was 
incapable, but then she was 
goaded to deny a quick 
'rival' of  Boris the spot. So, 
she saw counter-posers to 
whatever Sunak presented 
as an avenue to make a 
plan. She promised energy 
and tax cuts, among others 
even when the feeling 
i n d i c a t e d  i t  w a s  n o t 
feasible. But she'll have to 
dispute Sunak anyways, 
and when the push came to 
shove, she reneged. Reality 
dealt with her and now she's 
resigned!

The resignation of  Truss 
c a l l s  t o  q u e s t i o n  h e r 
preparedness beforehand to 
have indicated interest and 
gone through the selection 
process. It shows how she 
never did due diligence as to 
what the demands of  her 
new office were. It shows 
how unprepared she was 
before throwing her hat in 
the ring. It also reflects a 
d e e p  r e a l i t y  o f t e n 
neglected: how we should 

learn to leave what we aren't 
prepared for to those who 
indeed are, which is a case of  
leaving the cap for the head 
that fits!

There  are  ver y  huge 
lessons for Nigeria and her 
leaders on the resignation of  
Truss. It is glaring, albeit 
sadly, how our penchant for 
power has become, as we 
seek to grab power by all 
means even when it has 
become obvious that we've 
been shown to be incapable 
to deliver, we still find a way 
to cling to power. Our love 
for power has engrafted a sit-
tight mentality that does not 
care about the effect the 
c o n t i n u o u s  s h o w  o f  
i n c o m p e t e n c e  a n d 
inefficiency is having on our 
society.

The penchant goes so sour 
that it begins to question our 
c o n s c i e n t i o u s n e s s , 
especially when our leaders, 
whose display has proven so 
a b y s m a l l y  a n d   h o w 
incompetent they are numb 
to the poking voice of  reason 
resonating from the masses 
for them to honourably 
resign and give way for more 
capable hands to take over.

We have several cases of  
key members of  government 
who not only took a bow of  
shame when it became 
obvious they had failed to 

deliver on the principal 
responsib i l i ty  of  the i r 
offices, but had to resign 
when they felt their principle 
was beginning to clash with 
policy and programmes of  
the government of  which 
they were part of. Whether it 
is a lack of  personal will to 
exercise critical ethical 
discretion or a lack of  an 
institutional framework to 
infuse the consciousness to 
be deliberate about service 
and know when to drop the 
b a t o n ,  t h e  N i g e r i a n 
s i t u a t i o n  h a s  s e e n 
incompetent government 
officials, ministers, senators, 
etc shamelessly grip to 
power when it's obvious 
they have not delivered.

If  at all there's shame left 
in the current regime of  the 
President, Major General 
Muhammadu Buhari(retd.), 
such should have made him 
tender his resignation a long 
t ime ago going by the 
damning failure even to 
deliver the least 10 per cent 
of  its campaign promises. 
T h e  A l l  P r o g r e s s i ve s 
C o n g r e s s  h a d  c o m e 
brandishing their manifesto, 
feeding anyone that cared to 
listen how they would focus 
on the three cardinal goals 
of  fighting corruption, 
eradicating terrorism, and 

expanding the economy.

Perhaps those were the 

critical issues that had held 

the nation during the period 

the party sought power, and 

hence they hinged on the 

existing lacuna to feed upon 

the sensitivity of  citizens 

who needed nothing more 

than the salvific impact from 

the cancers fast thumping 

them. The APC came with a 

promise to change the status 

q u o  a n d  eve n  ove r t ly 

promised to  route  the 

monster of  terror within 

three months in office. 

Nigerians believed them and 

gave them the chance. But 

were they able to deliver on 

any of  these mandates? Did 

they muse on any likelihood 

of  resigning?

Truss was bold enough to 

critically analyse her efforts 

in the face of  the UK 

economy v i s -a -v i s  her 

mandate to revamp the 

existing economic situation. 

When she realised she was 

not in any way delivering on 

the mandate, she exercised 

the honour and rare quality 

of  self-truth to tender her 

resignation. She understood 

how her continuous clinging 

to power meant no good to 

t h e  n a t i o n  a n d  h e r 

expression of  a desire to 

lead.

The Nigerian situation has 

become a shameful contrast 

to what the UK Prime 

Minister exhibited, and 

which greatly questions the 

sincerity of  its leadership 

objective towards a truly 

better Nigeria. If  indeed 

their claim of  a commitment 

to a prosperous and growing 

Nigeria is their principal 

quest for leadership, they 

ought to have resigned by 

now. Their  continuous 

hanging to power amid the 

widespread inefficiencies 

has continued to deny this 

nation the required hands to 

take it on its journey of  

growth and prosperity. 

Nigeria is greater than one 

individual, hence shouldn't 

be held to ransom!

By Muiz Banire 

Liz Truss: Lessons for Nigeria's
Leadership 

Truss Buhari



his month, we saw Tmany gorgeous 
women in red.

A lady in red is striking. 
She commands attention 
wherever she goes, heads 
turns as she walks by. 
After all, red is the colour 
of  seduction. 

Nengi 
Nengi was flaming hot 

like atarodo in this one-
h a n d e d  g o w n  f o r 
Beauty's birthday. 

Ima 
Ima struck a fierce pose 

in this two-piece and 
loved the corset. The 

no ther  week , 

Aa n o t h e r  s l ay.
B i r t h d a y 

p h o t o s h o o t s  a n d 
c e l e b r i t y  o u t i n g s 
provided us with so many 
great pictures this week. 
Who slayed them and 
whose pictures do we 
l o v e ?
Beauty 

Beauty looked angelic 
in this steaming red gown 

d e t a i l i n g  b y  t h e 
shou lde r s,  ha i r  and 
makeup was all the rave. 

Tiwa Savage 
Tiwa was one of  the 

b e a u t i e s  i n  t h e  r e d 
Alexander  Mcqueen 
trench coat. 

Beauty Tukura 
B e a u t y  s t r o k e  t h e 

picture of  the season in 
this avant-garde outfit 
Xtrabrides Lagos. 

Liquorose 
Liquorose mixed her 

red with silver, and we 
have no complaints about 
it at all. 

with exaggerated feathers 
at the arms 

Davido 
Davido keeps it casual 

in this white get-up. 
Phyna 
Phyna looked like a 

boss lady in this shirt 
dress. 

Ini Edo 
Ini's beauty was way 

too loud in this portrait. 
Sharon Ooja 
Sharon's cuteness was 

too much for us to handle. 
Lilian Afegbai 
Lily looked regal in this 

nude gown. We loved 
how it draped around her 
body. 

Asake 
Asake looked casual 

and relaxed in peach 
shorts and jacket. Plus, 
peep the dior saddle bag. 
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Echo's best celebrity pictures
of the week on Instagram 
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t  t h e  A r e wa  Jo i n t 

ACommittee Interactive 
S e s s i o n  w i t h  s o m e 

presidential candidates of  the 
2023 general elections, Asiwaju 
B o l a  T i n u b u  o f  t h e  A l l 
Progressives Congress created 
social media buzz when he 
responded to a question on how 
he would tackle climate change if  
elected into office. Tinubu said 
climate change “is a question of  
how do you prevent a church rat 
from eating a poisoned holy 
communion?” He said as a poor 
nation, Nigeria would not 
comply with climate change 
mitigation initiatives unless the 
West,  the richer countries 
pushing the idea, “guarantees 
our finances.” According to 
Tinubu, examples of  these 
initiatives are tree planting and 
stopping the burning of  wood. 
His response predictably trended 
on social media, largely due to 
h i s  u n f o r t u n a t e  u s e  o f  
m e t a p h o r s :  a  c h u r c h  r a t 
poisoned by what is otherwise 
holy. His opponents either held 
his remarks as another example 
of  a rambling old man going off  
on a tangent whenever he has to 
give unscripted remarks or a 
Muslim lacking respect for what 
Christians hold dear. For the 
l a t t e r  c a t e g o r y,  T i nu b u ' s 
penchant for mis-using the 
symbols of  Christianity was fast 
becoming a pattern of  disrespect.

For instance, at the 70th 
birthday of  Bishop Matthew 
Kukah in  August ,  Tinubu 
reportedly said, “We inherited 
speaking in tongues from the 
Bible,” another proof  that he 
lacks a basic understanding of  
the Christianity he seems to love 
to adduce to in his public 
speeches. Given these serial 
gaffes, it has become typical for a 
barrage of  commentators to take 
up the job of  explaining to the 
public what Tinubu really means 
when he uses what they describe 
a s  i d i o m s,  p r ove r b s,  a n d 
metaphors. One of  them was a 
professor and columnist by the 
name Farooq Kperogi.  Tinubu, 
Kperogi explained, alluded to 
Nigeria as a poor country, and 
desc r ibed  c l imate  change 
p o l i c i e s  a s  t h e  H o l y 
Communion. But these policies 
are supposedly injurious to poor 
countries because they require 
actions that will hurt us in the 
near-term like stopping the use of  
firewood to cook and “cutting 
down on manufacturing,” hence 
the “poison” reference.

 To him, Tinubu was only 
saying since poor nations did not 
c r e a t e  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e , 
industrialised nations should 
bear the cost of  implementing 
climate change mitigation. 

While this explanation is a 
g e n e r o u s  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  
T i nu b u ' s  p o o r  c h o i c e  o f  
metaphors, it still misses the 
mark for two reasons. First, the 
consequences of  climate change 
a r e  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e 
industrialised nations that 
supposedly caused it. Its effects 
in developing countries are more 
severe because poorer countries 
are less prepared to manage it, 
and less able to quickly recover 
when disasters happen. Situated 
between the Sahara Desert to its 
North and the Atlantic Ocean to 
its South, Nigeria bears unique 
exposure to a range of  climate 
change impacts; from drought 
and desertification in the North 
to rising sea levels in the South.

Anyone who saw the BBC 
documentaries on banditry in 
Nigeria cannot reduce the effect 
of  climate change to a Western 
p r o b l e m .  We  a r e  a l r e a dy 
s u f f e r i n g  i t s  e f f e c t s  b o t h 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  a n d 
s o c i o l o g i c a l l y.  E ve n  t h e 
devastating f lood currently 
assailing millions of  Nigerians is 
another consequence of  our 
inability to master and control 
our  environment.  Repor ts 
indicate that heavy rainfalls 
precipitated the release of  excess 
water from Lagbo Dam in 
Cameroon. Over 600 people 
have reportedly died, about 2400 
people are injured, and more 
than 1.4 million people have 
been displaced due to the floods. 
Aside from the lives already lost, 
O l a m  N i g e r i a  L i m i t e d 
reportedly lost 4,400 hectares of  
their rice farm valued at $20m to 

the floods. Other big and small 
farmers in the affected states have 
lost their crops and livelihoods as 
w e l l .  F o o d  p r i c e s  w i l l 
undoubtedly shoot up as a result.

Nigeria is also plagued with 
increasing desert encroachment. 
According to 2015 estimates from 
researchers,  about  350,000 
hectares  of  land is  lost  to 
desertification every year in 15 
states in Northern Nigeria. This 
l o s s  h a s  d i r e  e c o n o m i c 
significance for farming and 
animal husbandry. Cattle herders 
are being forced to head South. 
Tensions between farmers and 
herders keep escalating across the 
country, adding to the precarious 
security situation. From Gambia 
t o  U g a n d a ,  f a r m e r s  a n d 
communities are dealing with the 
fallout of  climate change; crops 
are lost to encroaching saltwater 
bodies, while farmlands and 
homelands are lost to landslides 
and floods. Though they are not 
the instigators or the chief  culprits 
of  the industrialisation that lead 
to these environmental disasters, 
developing countries have not 
been exempt from the ravages of  
c l i m a t e  c h a n g e.  T i nu b u ' s 
suggestion of  a mafia-style 
extortion of  the West for a 
situation that portends clear and 
present danger to us is foolhardy.

Second, reducing climate 
change mitigation efforts to tree-
planting and stopping the burning 
o f  f i r e w o o d  i s  a  g r o s s 
misunderstanding of  the biggest 
contributors to the problem. 
Combating climate change is 
anchored on attaining net zero 
greenhouse gas emissions by 

mainly divesting from fossil-based 
fuels like coal, petrol, and gas used 
i n  p o w e r  g e n e r a t i o n  a n d 
transportation, to renewable 
energy sources like solar, wind, 
and hydro. Developed countries 
have achieved remarkable growth 
in renewable energy generation 
capacities in the last decade. In 
Texas for example, 34 per cent of  
the energy generated in the first 
quarter of  2022 was sourced from 
wind and solar. Data has revealed 
that worldwide renewable energy 
power sourcing so far this year has 
saved about 230 million tonnes of  
carbon dioxide from being 
released into the atmosphere. This 
is equal to the quantity emitted 
from roughly 50 million petrol-
driven cars in one year. However, 
this rapid adoption of  solar and 
wind power is made possible 
because  the  economics  o f  
renewable  energy  changed 
drastically in the last decade. 
Utility-scale solar and wind 
energy production are now 
cheaper than gas and way cheaper 
than coal, even without US 
government subsidies. Forecasts 
suggest that costs will continue to 
decrease beyond 2050.

The rapid growth of  electric 
vehicles and the development for 
long distance haulage have also 
been aided by more competitive 
battery prices. It follows that for a 
country with huge energy deficits, 
the favourable economics of  
cleaner energy presents an 
opportunity for a forward-looking 
administration to invest more in 
solar, wind, and hydro for our 
energy needs going forward. 
Rather than insisting to be paid or 
you will spite them by using coal 
and other pollutants, we should 
consider how the natural resource 
of  high insolation and favourable 
topography across northern 
Nigeria can be harnessed to build 
solar farms. Onshore and offshore 
wind power should also be 

exploited. More hydro dams 
should be built to generate 
electricity, and more importantly, 
control rising sea levels and 
floods, and irrigate farmlands as 
we battle desert encroachment. 
The unfortunate floods currently 
ravaging certain parts of  the 
c o u n t r y  c o u l d  h ave  b e e n 
controlled better if  successive 
governments had done their part 
and completed the Dasin Hausa 
dam as agreed when the Lagdo 
dam was built by Cameroon.

Coal plants should be phased 
out eventually, and our cleaner 
natural gas reserves can be used to 
sustain gas plants, exports, for 
domestic uses as we eventually 
move away from firewood, which 
contr ibutes  l i t t le  to  g lobal 
warming anyways. The argument 
that industrialised countries 
should be the ones to fund climate 
c h a n g e  i n i t i a t i v e s  i s 
unders tandable  due to  the 
massive financial investment 
required. Truly, climate change is 
a global problem largely caused by 
richer countries, and from which 
they have benefited greatly. At the 
s a m e  t i m e,  a  r e s p o n s i b l e 
government will not leave its 
citizens to die, get displaced, and 
become impoverished while 
waiting for a saviour to rise from 
the West.

We can use our current energy 
deficiency as an opportunity to 
chart a new course to provide for 
our energy needs as we attempt to 
industrialise and cushion the 
deleterious impacts of  climate 
change on our people. Going the 
renewable energy path is also a 
be t te r  a rgument  to  a t t rac t 
investments from the West (and 
elsewhere) rather than extort or 
blackmail. We should treat the 
climate change initiative as an 
opportunity to make the changes 
necessary for our survival as 
Africans because it is both the 
astute and moral thing to do. 

By Marcel Ojinnaka

Climate Change: Of church rats and
poisoned sacrament 

Tinubu said climate 
change “is a question of  

how do you prevent a 
church rat from eating a 

poisoned holy 
communion?” He said 

as a poor nation, Nigeria 
would not comply with 

climate change 
mitigation initiatives 
unless the West, the 

richer countries pushing 
the idea, “guarantees 

our finances.”

“

Tinubu
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Probe 2019 guber election
- Imo State Govt tells FG
T

he Imo State govern-
ment has called on the 
Federal Government 

and the National Assem-
bly, to probe the 2019 gov-
ernorship election and why 
Emeka Ihedioha, a former 
governor of  the state, was 
declared winner of  the polls, 
which he never won

The Supreme Court had 
sacked Ihedioha from of-
fice in January 2020 and 
replaced him with Hope 
Uzodimma of  the All Pro-
gressives Congress, APC.

State Commissioner for 
Information and Strategy, 
Declan Emelumba made the 
demand in Owerri

According to Emelumba, 
“Section 179 of  the constitu-
tion is clear how a candidate 
can be declared a governor. 
Subsection A of  the section 
states that if  the candidate 

has the majority of  lawful 
votes cast in the election 
while subsection B states 
that if  the candidate has not 
less than one quarter of  votes 
cast in each of  at least two 
thirds of  all the local govern-
ment areas in the state”.

He said going by the Con-
stitutional requirements, Ihe-
dioha did not get one quar-
ter of  votes cast in 18 LGs 
which is two thirds of  the 27 
local government areas of  
the state. According to him,  
INEC only declared him 
winner in 10 LGS, 7 short of  
the required 18 LGs, yet  he 
was declared winner of  the 
election. 

He alleged that PDP, Ihe-
dioha and others, connived 
and compromised the elec-
toral process by flagrantly 
abusing the constitutional 

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he transition Coun-
cilor (TC) of  Okpoko 
ward 1 in Ogbaru 

LGA of  Anambra state, 
Hon. Chukwudi Okwara-
ji has rained accolades on 
Governor of  Anambra state, 
Chukwuma Soludo for ful-
filling his promises he made 
to Okpoko Community by 
commissioning roads project 
in the area.

Speaking to journalists 
in Okpoko, Hon. Okwaraji 
who was at the project site, 
hinted that Governor Solu-
do has liberated Okpoko in 

no small measure by giving 
the inhabitants sense of  be-
longings as one of  the com-
munities in the Anambra 
state.

He recalled that Governor 
Soludo had visited Okpoko 
severally since he was sworn 
in as the Governor of  Anam-
bra state, stating that he was 
satisfied with the presence 
of  contactor at the road pro-
ject which he said  Governor 
Soludo  commissioned with-
in a space of   weeks ago.

“Our Governor who i s 
God sent to liberate Okpoko 
and Anambra state in gen-
eral has commenced work 
in Okpoko immediately he 

requirements. “This is a seri-
ous rape of  the Constitution 
that should be investigated to 
know who the perpetrators 
are. It has never happened 
in this country before that 
someone who did not meet 
the Constitutional require-
ments is declared winner of  
a governorship election. It 

should not be swept under 
the carpet.”

Asked if  the Government 
was not satisfied with the 
Supreme Court judgement 
which restored Uzodimma’s 
victory, Emelumba said they 
were satisfied because jus-
tice had been served.

But in a situation where a 
thief  is caught and the sto-
len object recovered from 
him and he still goes about 
shouting that something 
was stolen from him, there 
is need for an appropriate 
sanction,” he said.

The Commissioner fur-
ther alleged that PDP and 

Ihedioha also colluded with 
INEC returning officers to 
omit the results of  388 units 
where APC won convinc-
ingly so as to get “away with 
this electoral heist of  the 
century”.

“From the onset, it was a 
deliberate plot to keep APC 
and Hope Uzodimma from 
the front to ensure they per-
petrated that fraud. That is 
why you hear them shouting 
that he came fourth and has 
no claim, ” he noted.

Emelumba insisted that 
those who raped and des-
ecrated the Constitution 
including the beneficiaries 

ought to be brought to book. 
“It is not enough that Ihe-

dioha was removed from 
office. He and his collabora-
tors need to be punished for 
the sacrilege they committed 
against the Constitution to 
serve as a deterrent to other 
would be felons, especially 
now that we are heading to 
2023.” 

He said the Government 
of  Imo State believes that a 
thorough probe by the fed-
eral government into why 
Ihedioha was declared gov-
ernor when he didn’t win the 
election will help sanitize the 
electoral process,” he said.

flagged off  9 roads projects 
in Okpoko. I am the coun-
cilor of  ward 1, I came to see 
by myself. As you can see, 
the contractor is measuring 
the roads, so, it is a reality 
and I am overwhelmed.” 

He called on the Okpoko 
Community to suppo rt 
Governor Soludo’s agenda 
in developing Anambra state  
and mostly vote massively to 
(APGA) Party in the forth-
coming general election as 
a way to reciprocate him for 
his good intentions to Ok-
poko community, even  as he 
solicited the working Gover-
nor to establish employment 
opportunities to the teem-

Abia Chief Judge, Ogwe, retires 
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

G
overnor Okezie Ik-
peazu of  Abia State 
has commended the 

retiring Chief  Judge of  the 
State, Justice Onuoha Kalu 
Ogwe for his contributions to-
wards the development of  the 
judiciary in the State.

Dr Ikpeazu who made 
the commendation during a 
valedictory Church Service 
organized in honour of  the re-
tiring State Chief  Judge held 
at Queen Elizabeth Chapel, 
FMC, Umuahia lauded him 
for the cordial working rela-

tionship that existed between 
the State Judiciary and the 
Executive Arm of  Govern-
ment under his watch which 
contributed to the peace and 
harmony experienced in the 
State.

The Governor represented 
by his Deputy, Sir Ude Oko 
Chukwu expressed gratitude 
to God for His Mercies and 
Grace granted Justice Onuoha 
Ogwe for finishing his career 
without blemish as well as all 
he was able to accomplish in 
life.

He however reminded the 
retiring Chief  Judge that, hav-
ing retired meritoriously, he 

ing unemployed adult and 
youths. 

Equally commenting, the 
care-taker Chairman of  Og-
baru Main Market, Mr. Og-
bogu Nwanodu noted that 
he is highly impressed for the 
ability  of  Governor Soludo 
in repositioning the State 
especially roads he awarded 
in Okpoko and other Com-
munties within  the State.

He unequivocally noted 
that Governor Soludo loves 
Okpoko Community in a 
special way, attributing it to 
the reasons why the Gov-
ernor remain committed to 
develop Okpoko, just as he 
assured Soludo maximum 
support by the traders of  Og-
baru Main Market.

“Governor Soludo’s ini-
tiative to develop Okpoko 
is quit commendable and a 
clear evidence that he loves 
the Community. As the pres-
ident general of  this Market 
which situates in Okpoko, I 
am assuring him our support 
as usual and I believed that 
Okpoko in general would 
always vote for (APGA) Par-
ty”

Similarly, surveyor Ugo-
chukwu, a project surveyor 
to NBHH Nig. LTD, a com-
pany handling the project 
disclosed that the 9 roads 
were awarded to them to de-
liver within 9 months, assur-
ing that they would complete 
it even before 9 months time.

Imo Assembly appreciates 
Gov Uzodimma during first 
Plenary Session in newly 
remodeled Complex

T
he Imo State House 
of  Assembly (IMHA) 
has unanimously 

expressed gratitude to His 
Excellency, Distinguished 
Senator Hope Uzodimma 
as they held their plenary 
in the newly reconstructed 
state-of-the-art Assembly 
Complex.

According to the Speak-
er, Rt. Hon. Barr. Anthony 
Emeka Nduka, the over-
hauling of  the entire edifice 
came with unusual classic 
and digitalized artistic hal-
lowed chamber offering ef-
ficiency, effectiveness and 
seamless legislative activi-
ties.

Describing the Governor, 
the Speaker disclosed that 
it takes a legislator to un-
derstand a legislator which 
explains the commitment of  
huge resources in rebuilding 
the once dilapidated and 
scary House of  Assembly 
Complex.

In his remark, Member 
Representing Oguta State 
constituency who doubles 
as the Deputy Minority 
Leader, Hon. (Barr.) Frank 
Ugbuoma recounted his or-
deal in the dilapidated com-
plex prior to evacuation: 
“Sincerely as a legislature, 
I remember the last time we 
sat here and the speed with 
which we were evacuated 
from this place. My memo-
ry is still at alert to remem-
ber the dilapidated nature 
of  the ceiling and the roof  
close to my office.

He continued, “All these 
have been effectively taken 
care of  courtesy of   Gov -
ernor Hope Uzodimma 
and he must be given cred-
it. Therefore, for stepping 

on and doing the needful, I 
must commend the Gover-
nor His Excellency Distin-
guished Senator Hope Uzo-
dimma. He has done well”.

Other Members of  the 
House such as; Hon. Uche 
Ogbuagu of  the Labour Par-
ty, Rt Hon Paul Emeziem . 
Onuimo local Government 
of  APC, Hon Chigozie 
Nwaneri for Oru East Local 
Government, Chief  Whip 
APC, Hon Pascal Okoli  for 
Orlu local Govt of  PDP, 
Hon Uju Onwudiwe for 
Njaba Local Government, 
PDP member representing 
Owerri North State constitu-
ency, and Hon Pascal Okoli 
for Orlu Local Govt, also 
took turns to commend the 
Governor for the comple-
tion and subsequent com-
missioning of  the complex.

The motion to appreciate 
the Governor was moved by 
Rt. Hon. Chyna Iwuanyawu 
for Nwangele State Constit-
uency of  APC.

Hon. Chukwudi Okwaraji, middle, with contractors measuring the roads project.

Okpoko Ward 1 Councilor eulogizes Soludo
as work begins in Okpoko community

still have much more service 
to render to the State, God 
and humanity and urged him 
to always avail them with his 
services whenever the need 
arises, praying God to con-
tinue to strengthen and show 
him mercy in his future en-
deavours.

Earlier in his sermon titled: 
“Celebrating God’s Faithful-
ness, the Guest Preacher, The 
Rev Ejibe Eme enjoined all 
that they have every reason to 
always celebrate God’s Faith-
fulness because he is not only 
dependable , but covers our 
weaknesses and made it clear 
that it is man’s responsibility 
to praise God to continue to 
benefit from his abounding 

goodness.
Responding, the celebrant, 

and retiring State Chief  
Judge, Justice Onuoha Kalu 
Ogwe who said he could not 
have gone far in life without 
God Almighty for elevating 
him appreciated the State’s 
leadership for their love, trust 
and friendship which kept 
him as well as his colleagues, 
family and friends for their 
support so far.

The Service which featured 
a special thanksgiving by the 
celebrant and family attracted 
the presence of  the President, 
Customary Court of  Appeal, 
Justice Okey Nwamoh and 
other legal luminaries in the 
state.
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Varsity students, others kidnapped in Enugu

Abia Commissioner for transport, Chief Nwanoruo with zonal FRSC of�cers during the ember month �ag off..

T
here was an uneasy 
calm in Ugwuogo Ni-
ke-Nsukka Express 

Road, Enugu East Local 
Government Area of  Enu-
gu State, Sunday, following 
the alleged abduction of  an 
unspecified number of  road 
users, including students of  
the University of  Nigeria, 
Nsukka, UNN, who were 
returning to school after 
the eight months Academic 
Staff  Union of  Universities, 
ASUU, strike.

Some lucky commut-
ers, who managed to es-
cape, said the kidnappers 
attacked at least six com-
mercial buses, riddled them 
with bullets and diverted 
the occupants to nearby 
bushes.

It was gathered that the 
kidnappers are already con-
tacting the families of  vic-
tims, demanding N30 mil-
lion ransom.

A source said that a wom-
an from Aku in Igbo-Etiti 
Local Government Area 
of  Enugu State and his son 
were among the victims of  
the kidnap incident, adding 
that while the son has been 
released, the woman is still 
in captivity.

He equally said a medical 
doctor, who had regained 
his freedom, paid an undis-
closed ransom to be set free.

He also expressed surprise 
that such criminal activi-
ties could take place on the 
road with about six security 
checkpoints between Nike 
and Opi Junction in Nsukka 
Local Government Area of  
Enugu State.

Though the spokesperson 
for the Enugu State Police 
Command, Daniel Ndukwe, 
did not respond to enquiries 
on the incident, a student of  
UNN, who equally pleaded 
for anonymity, said: “It is 
very true. My friend’s room-
mate’s sibling and mom 
were kidnapped. My friend 
was almost kidnapped too 
but he managed to escape.”

It was learnt that the road 
where this incident took 
place has become a flash-
point for kidnapping and all 
sorts of  criminalities.

In September 2022, the 
kidnappers blocked the said 
road around the Ekwegbe 
axis and abducted an un-
specified number of  road 
users with police claiming 
that two of  the victims were 
later rescued.

Nnamdi Kanu’s family says IPOB  leader 
in DSS torture chamber, not released 

A 
family member of  
the leader of  the 
Indigenous People 

of  Biafra, IPOB, Nnamdi 
Kanu, has accused the De-
partment of  State Services, 
DSS, of  detaining the Bia-
fra agitator in a “torture 
chamber.”

Kanunta Kanu, one of  
the brothers of  the agitator, 
said Kanu had not been re-
leased despite court orders.

He was reacting to the 
Federal High Court in 
Umuahia’s ruling that 
Kanu is returned to Kenya.

The court ruled that 
Kanu’s extraordinary rendi-
tion was against his funda-
mental rights.

It ordered that the IPOB 
leader should be restored to 
the state he was in before 

the Kenyan arrest and ex-
traordinary rendition last 
year.

Recall that Kanu was ar-
rested in Kenya and repatri-
ated to Nigeria last year.

The Nigerian Govern-
ment was accused of  sub-
jecting the IPOB leader to 
extraordinary rendition last 
year.

Upon his return to Ni-
geria, Kanu was locked up 
by the Department of  State 
Services, DSS, while sub-
jecting him to legal tussles.

To this end, Kanu’s Spe-
cial Counsel, Aloy Ejima-
kor, instituted a legal action 
against the Nigerian Gov-
ernment.

On Wednesday, the court 
granted all the seven prayers 
sought by Ejimakor.

Reacting, Kanunta tweet-
ed: “Some people are hav-
ing the notion that #Maz-
iNnamdiKanu has been 
released from detention the 
answer is NO, he is still in 
DSS “torture chamber”.

“When will @NGRPres-
ident and @GovNigeria 
obey the court orders? @
StateDept @FCDOGov-
UK @CanadianPM @
EU_Commission @UN @
UKParliament.”

News

Monthly sanitation exercise 
holds in Abia, Saturday

T
he monthly sanitation 
exercise for the month 
of  October will hold 

on Saturday October 29, 
2022 in Abia State between 
the hours of  9 am and 11am. 
In a press release signed by 
the Commissioner Ministry 
of  Environment, Barr. Sam 
Nwogu informed the gener-
al public that movement of  
people and vehicles during 
the period shall be restricted 
except those on essential du-
ties who would be required 
to present on demand, valid 
identification or any authen-
tic authorization for such 
exemption.

According to the release, 
Executive Chairmen of  the 
Local Government Coun-
cils, Traditional Rulers, 
Town Union Leaders, Re-
ligious Leaders, Youth and 
Women Organizations in 
the state are required to mo-
bilize their people for the ex-
ercise while those on essen-
tial duty would be required 
to present on demand valid 
identification or any authen-
tic authorization for such 
exemption.

The release partly read, 
“All markets, motor Parks, 
private and public transport 
companies  as well as busi-
ness premises are to remain 
closed on Friday October 
28, 2022 between the hours 
of  7am and 9am to carry out 
their own cleanup exercise.

“The Nigeria police, Fed-

eral Road safety Corps, the 
Nigerian Security and Civil 
Defence Corps are to as-
semble at their usual places 
of  take off  for deployment”.

The release further directs 
that people are to stay at 
home, clean up their areas 
and must work with their 
nose mask.

The release also remind-
ed the general public that 
defaulters shall be arrested 
and prosecuted in line with 
the Abia State Basic Envi-
ronmental Law.

Abia State govt warns LG chairmen against 
contracting revenue windows beyond 2023

T
he Abia State Gov-
ernment has direct-
ed local government 

chairmen in the state to can-
cel any contract they entered 
into beyond December 2023. 
The Government particular-
ly stated that it was observed 
that some of  the Chairmen 
have contracted out revenue 
windows beyond the period 
they were expected to stay in 
office. 

It therefore charged that 
such ‘unpatriotic and unlaw-
ful’ act is capable of  crippling 
the LGS for years due to lit-
igation. 

Below is a copy of  a release 
by the government, signed 
by the secretary to the State 
Government, Barrister Chris 
Ezem and dated October 27, 

2022: 
Information available to 

Government of  Abia State 
reveals that some Chairmen 
of  the Local Government Ar-
eas have contracted out viable 
revenue windows beyond De-
cember 2022.

Government strongly 
frowns at such unpatriotic and 
unlawful act which is capable 
of  crippling the economy of  
the Local Government in the 
years ahead and occasion un-
necessary litigations on suc-
cessive administration.

Government directs all 
Chairmen of  LGAs to refrain 
from engaging revenue collec-
tors beyond 2022 and where 
such exist, immediate steps 
should be taken to revoke any 
revenue agreement exceeding 

December 2022. 
Government further warns 

all LGA Chairmen in the State 
to desist from such unlawful 
act or be prepared to face the 
full wrath of  the law.

All concerned should be 
properly guided.

 Federal High Court disqualifes 14 House of Assembly 
candidates of NNPP in Rivers 
From Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt 

F
ederal High Court 
in Port Harcourt 
has sacked fourteen 

House of  Assembly candi-
dates of  the New Nigeria 
People’s Party NNPP in 
Rivers State over the par-

ty’s non-compliance with 
the new electoral act.  The 
People’s Democratic Party 
in the State had dragged the 
fourteen House of  Assem-
bly candidates of  NNPP 
before the Federal High 
Court seeking their disqual-
ification for not complying 
with the new electoral act. 

The presiding Judge, Justice 
Turaki Mohammed in his 
judgment said the PDP was 
able to prove to the court 
that NNPP did not follow 
the guidelines as stipulated 
in the new electoral law. Jus-
tice Muhammed thereafter 
ordered INEC not to recog-
nize the affected House of  
Assembly candidates.

2023: Labour Party releases 
updated presidential
campaign list

T
he Labour Party 
(LP) on Wednesday, 
released an updated 

list of  1,453 members, as its 
final Presidential Campaign 
Council (PCC) list for the 
2023 general election. Re-
call that the Labour Party 
had earlier released a 1, 234 
member Campaign Council 
list which was later retract-
ed to accommodate more 
people.

Mr Julius Abure, the Na-
tional Chairman, LP at a 
news conference in Abuja 
on Wednesday said the first 
list was retracted in order to 
capture all interest which 
has been covered in the new 
list.

Abure said that the Di-
rector-General of  the Pres-
idential Campaign Council 
remained Dr Doyin Okupe 
while retired Assistant In-
spector-General of  Police, 
Mr Mohammed Zarewa, 
would serve as the chair-
man.

Some of  the members in-
cluded Mr Oseloka Obaze, 
who would serve as Deputy 
Director-General and Cam-
paign Manager, and Alhaji 
Yusuf  Maitama, Deputy 
Director-General (North). 
Also in the council were Mr 
Yunusa Tanko, who would 
serve as spokesperson, while 
Mr Clement Ojukwu, would 
serve as the Secretary.
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Abduction of  UNN students, others at Enugu-Nsukka Road: 
‘Enough is enough’, Ohanaeze fumes 
A

pex Igbo socio-cul-
tural organisation, 
Ohanaeze Ndig-

bo has expressed outrage 
over what it called near to-
tal breakdown of  security 
along the Enugu-Ugwuogo 
Nike-Nsukka Road.

In a statement today by 
the National President of  
Ohanaeze Ndigbo Youth 
Council Worldwide, Mazi 
Okwu Nnabuike, it was dis-
heartening that despite the 
heavy presence of  security 
operatives on the road, in-
cluding the military and the 
police, the hoodlums were 
carrying out their rampag-
ing activities unchallenged.

On Sunday, kidnappers 
suspected to be Fulani 
herdsmen had blocked the 
road abducting many com-
muters in the process. Some 
of  the victims are said to 
be returning students of  
the University of  Nigeria, 
Nsukka, UNN.

Four days later, the crimi-
nals are said to be having a 
smooth operation. Similar 
operations have been car-
ried out within the same 
axis consistently for over a 

month.
Reacting, Okwu said the 

development was unaccept-
able, urging the security 
agencies to look inwards.

He said, “We are sad-
dened that the all impor-
tant Enugu-Ugwuogo Ni-
ke-Nsukka Road has now 
become impassable because 
of  the activities of  rampag-
ing Fulani herdsmen.

“No day passes by with-
out sad stories from com-
muters and their loved ones. 
Just this Sunday, some trav-
ellers, including returning 
students of  the University 
of  Nigeria, Nsukka, UNN, 
were abducted by the gun-
men.

“As we speak, not one of  
them has been released or 
rescued by security opera-
tives. The kidnappers are 
demanding millions of  na-
ira.

“Today again, Thursday, 
information reaching us in-
dicates that the armed men 
are back on the same road, 
and have succeeded in tak-
ing hostage many travellers.

“This calls to question 
the role of  the various se-

curity checkpoints mounted 
on that road, including the 
Army and the Police. Feel-
ers are alleging that there 
is internal collaboration 
between some of  them and 
the hoodlums.

“We are urging the Army 
and the Police hierarchy to 

News

launch a discreet investiga-
tion and find out those pro-
viding a safe haven for these 
criminals.

“We have had enough 
sorrowful incidents on that 
road; we have had enough 
assurances from the police 
but it has not translated into 

results.”
The Igbo group demand-

ed that “every effort should 
be made to free all hostag-
es. The perpetrators should 
also be arrested forthwith 
and all forms of  crimes 
should be stopped on that 
road.

“We learnt that they op-
erating from Ekwegbe Agu 
forest. Security agencies 
should move in there and 
smoke them out. This is 
the only way for the securi-
ty agencies to redeem their 
image and earn the trust of  
the people.”

Youths present at the �ag off of “One Youth, Two Skills” acquisition programme by the Anambra State Govt.

NDLEA freezes N20bn in 103 bank accounts
belonging to a Nigerian drug baron

T
he National Drug Law 
Enforcement Agency 
has confiscated N20bn 

lodged in 103 bank accounts 
belonging to Lagos socialite 
and businessman, Mallinson 
Ukatu, who is being held in 
Ikoyi Custodial Centre for 
drug dealing.

The NDLEA has also filed 
23-count charges against the 
socialite and his six compa-
nies -Fruitroprics Industries 
Limited, Mallinson and Part-
ners Limited, NISPO Porce-
lain Company Limited, MBL 
Multi-links Services Limited, 
NISPO Oil and Gas Limited 
and Urban Space Services 
Limited- before the Federal 

High Court, Abuja.
The charges dated August 

4, 2022, were signed by the 
Director, Prosecution and 
Legal Services, J. Sunday, 
J. Obi, Bridget Viasimah, J. 
Aernan and the Prosecuting 
Counsel, Mike Kassa, on be-
half  of  the Attorney-General 
of  the Federation.

The drug agency had earli-
er obtained an interim seizure 
of  25 properties belonging to 
Ukatu who was arrested for 
allegedly importing trama-
dol valued at N3bn into the 
country.

The billionaire was said 
to have used Fruitropics 
Industries Limited’s Unit-

ed Bank for Africa account 
no. 1006588563 to illegally 
convert N123.8m which is 
deemed to be proceeds of  
an unlawful act, contrary to 
section 15(2)(b) and punish-
able under section 15(3) and 
(4) of  the Money Launder-
ing Prohibition Act, 2011 (as 
amended).

The first defendant was 
also alleged to have, between 
January 1, 2018 and Septem-
ber 23, 2021, used Mallinson 
and Partners Limited’s UBA 
account no. 1001228653 to 
convert N1.447bn which was 
a proceed of  crime in viola-
tion of  the Money Launder-

Olisa Metuh resigns from PDP, gives 
Iyorchia Ayu reasons

O
lisa Metuh, a for-
mer National Pub-
licity Secretary of  

the Peoples Democratic 
Party, PDP, has resigned 
from the party.

Metuh explained that he 
would contribute more to 
Nigeria’s governance by be-
ing non-partisan.

In a letter to the PDP’s 
National Chairman, Iyor-
chia Ayu, Metuh lamented 
the brand of  politics in Ni-
geria.

He pointed out that he 
can no longer participate in 
partisan politics.

According to Metuh: 

“During my three weeks 
trip for medical and per-
sonal reasons, I came to 
the realisation that I can no 
longer play partisan politics 
in Nigeria.

“The reason for this de-
cision is that from my ex-
perience and the nature of  
politics and development 
in Nigeria, I believe that 
I will contribute more to 
democracy and good gov-
ernance in Nigeria by being 
non-partisan.

“In that regard, I write 
respectfully to formally in-
form you of  my resignation 
from the PDP and cessa-

tion of  partisan politics.
“In line with the consti-

tution of  the PDP, I have 
forwarded a copy of  my 
resignation to my ward 
chairman.”

In 2016, the Econom-
ic and Financial Crimes 
Commission, EFCC, ar-
raigned him for an alleged 
N400 million fraud.

EFCC accused Metuh 
of  receiving the huge sum 
from the Office of  the for-

mer National Security Ad-
viser, NSA.

Metuh, however, de-
nied collecting the money, 
stressing that his former 
office collected the money 
and used it to prosecute the 
election.

Despite his denial, the 
former PDP spokesman 
was sentenced to prison in 
2021 after he was found 
guilty of  seven counts of  
money laundering.

FAAC: FG, states, LGAs share 
N700.235bn for Sep 2022 
Allocation

T
he Federation Ac-
count Allocation 
Committee (FAAC) 

has shared N700.235 billion 
to the three tiers of  govern-
ment as federation alloca-
tion for September, 2022.

From this stated amount, 
inclusive of  Gross Statutory 
Revenue, Value Added Tax 
(VAT), and Electonic Mon-
ey Transfer Levy (EMTL), 
the Federal Government re-
ceived N262.636 billion, the 
States received N217.191 
billion, the Local Govern-
ment Councils got N160.416 
billion while oil producing 
States received N59.992 bil-
lion as derivation from 13 
percent mineral revenue.

The communiqué by 
FAAC at the end of  the 
meeting indicated that the 
Gross Revenue available 
from the Value Added Tax 
(VAT) for September 2022 
was N189.928 billion which 
is a decrease from what was 
distributed in the preceding 
month.

The VAT distribution 
showed that the Federal 
Government got N28.489 
billion, the States received 
N94.964 billion and the Lo-
cal Government Councils 
got N66.475 billion.

The Gross Statutory Rev-
enue of  N502.135 billion 
distributed was higher than 
the sum received in the pre-
vious month, from which 
the Federal Government 
was allocated the sum of  

N232.921 billion, States got 
N118.141billion, LGCs got 
N91.081billion, and Oil Der-
ivation (13 percent Mineral 
Revenue) got N59.992 bil-
lion.

Also, N8.172 billion of  
Electronic Money Transfer 
Levy (EMTL) distributable 
revenue was shared to the 
three tiers of  government 
as follows; the Federal Gov-
ernment received N1.226 
billion, States got N4.086 
billion, Local Government 
Councils received N2.860 
billion.

The communiqué further 
revealed that Oil and Gas 
Royalties increased tremen-
dously, while Petroleum 
Profit Tax (PPT) and Ex-
cise Duty recorded marginal 
increases. However, Value 
Added Tax (VAT), Import 
Duty and Companies In-
come Tax (CIT) decreased 
considerably.

It was further disclosed 
that total revenue distribut-
able for the month of  Sep-
tember was drawn from Stat-
utory Revenue of  N502.135 
billion, Value Added Tax 
(VAT) of  N189.928 billion 
and N8.172 billion drawn 
from Electronic Money 
Transfer Levy (EMTL), 
bringing the total distrib-
utable for the month to 
N700.235 billion.

However, the balance in 
the Excess Crude Account 
(ECA), as at 26th October 
2022 stands at $472,513.64.

ing Prohibition Act, 2011 (as 
amended).

Count six read, “That 
you, Ukatu Mallinson, male, 
adult and Mallinson & Part-
ners Limited, a corporate 
body registered in Nigeria, 
between July 25, 2017 and 
October 14, 2021 in Nige-
ria, within the jurisdiction of  
this Honourable Court using 
Mallinson & Partners Lim-
ited’s Access Bank account 
no. 0004974284 converted 
the sum of  $347, 755 know-
ingly or reasonably ought to 
have known to be proceeds 
of  an unlawful act and there-
by committed an offence 
contrary to section 15(2)(b) 
and punishable under section 
15(3) and (4) of  the Money 
Laundering Prohibition Act, 
2011 (as amended).”
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Foreign News

S
ix children in the same 
Kampala family have con-
tracted Ebola, authorities 
in Uganda’s capital say.

The outbreak began in 
Mubende, central Uganda, over 
a month ago© Getty Images

For weeks medics have been 
calling for tougher measures to 
prevent the virus spreading to 
Kampala.

Viruses can spread faster in 
densely populated areas and this 
particular strain of  Ebola - called 
the Sudan strain - has no vaccine 
yet.

Earlier this month the districts 
at the epicentre of  this outbreak, 
Mubende and Kassanda, were 
put under quarantine.

The six siblings got infected af-
ter a relative came to stay from 

one of  the country’s worst-affect-
ed districts, and later died, health 
authorities confirm.

Since the outbreak began in 
September, Uganda’s health min-
istry has recorded 109 cases and 
30 deaths. As of  Monday, 15 of  
those deaths were in Kampala.

Some fear that President Yow-
eri Museveni was too slow to act 
on early warnings from health 
workers about the viral haemor-
rhagic fever.

Health Minister Jane Ruth 
Aceng says she is increasingly 
concerned about transmission of  
the virus in urban areas, where 
the population is highly mobile.

The six siblings who tested pos-
itive for Ebola in the capital have 
not been named or had their ages 
revealed, to protect their iden-

Six children from same Uganda family
catch Ebola

Anti-Ebola health of�cials to the rescue in Uganda.

tities. But we do 
know that the 
schools these chil-
dren attend have 
not been closed.

Dr Aceng says 
six health work-
ers who became 
infected after 
treating patients 
are also among 
those who recent-
ly died.

Kampala is the 
country’s eco-
nomic hub and if  
Ebola spreads fast 
there, there is a 
greater risk of  the 
virus spreading to 
other countries. 

Five Romanians die daily due to hospital-acquired
infections - Health Minister

R
omanian Minister of  
Health, Alexandru Ra-
fila, recently said that an 
average of  five people die 

each day in Romania due to hospi-
tal-acquired infections. He also stat-
ed that cases are far more common 
than those reported.

The figure can be found in the 
ministry’s latest report on hospi-

tal-acquired infections, or nosoco-
mial infections. These are infections 
that patients acquire during their 
stay in a hospital or another health-
care setting.

The same document shows that 
1% of  hospitalized patients develop 
an infection of  this kind, compared 
to a European average of  7%. It is 
only due to recent efforts that Ro-

mania reached 1% reported cases, 
Rafila says, while before the figure 
stood at 0.2%, miles away from re-
ality.

Around 37,000 Europeans are 
killed by hospital-acquired infec-
tions each year, and many more 
deaths can be partially explained by 
reference to them, as the infections 
worsen the health of  people who al-
ready suffer from certain conditions.

“Romania has about 5% of  the 
population of  the European Union 
and, if  we were to extrapolate these 
figures to the level of  our country, 
we would see that also in Romania 
the number of  deaths that could 
be attributed to healthcare-associ-
ated infections in real terms would 
probably be about 1,700 annually,” 
Rafila said, cited by Digi24. “There 
are, on average, around five deaths 
per day in Romania according to 
this estimate. This is the situation,” 
he added.

Improving the present situation 
has to start with the honest, trans-
parent reporting of  cases, according 
to the official.

He also said that Romania suffers 
from an overuse of  antibiotic medi-
cation, which leads to the develop-
ment of  dangerous multi-resistant 
bacteria. These bacteria have be-
come resistant to certain antibiotics, 
and cannot be countered easily.

“We’re first in the EU when it 
comes to the consumption of  anti-
biotics,” said Rafila.

The minister also argued that no 
country in the world is free of  hospi-
tal-acquired infections and that fir-
ing and replacing hospital managers 
every day is not the way to eradicate 
them.

“There’s a hospital in Bucharest 
which claims that they haven’t had 
a case in 11 years. I don’t believe it,” 
Rafila concluded.

The most frequently reported 
types of  healthcare-associated in-
fections, according to the Europe-
an Centre for Disease Prevention 
and Control (ECDC), are respira-
tory tract infections, surgical site 
infections, urinary tract infections, 
bloodstream infections, and gastro-
intestinal infections.Alexandru Ra�la, Romanian Health Minister. 

China paid double agent in Bitcoin for 
secret files, US government claims

D
ocuments released by 
the US Department 
of  Justice allege that 
Chinese intelligence 

officers paid bribes in Bitcoin to 
a US government employee in 
order to steal documents from the 
US Attorney’s Office for the East-
ern District of  New York.

The documents related to an 
ongoing criminal investigation 
and prosecution of  a China-based 
telecommunications company be-
lieved to be Huawei. Unknown 
to the Chinese agents, however, 
the employee was an FBI double 
agent.

People’s Republic of  China 
spies Guochun He and Zheng 

Wang are charged with attempt-
ing to obstruct the criminal prose-
cution of  the telecommunications 
company, and money laundering 
related to the payment of  a total of  
$61,000 in Bitcoin bribes. $41,000 
in BTC was paid to the US gov-
ernment employee in November 
2021, and a further $20,000 in Bit-
coin was paid in October 2022.

According to analysis by Tom 
Robinson, co-founder and Chief  
Scientist at crypto compliance 
specialist Elliptic, the Bitcoin pay-
ments described in the criminal 
complaint provide insights into 
the use of  BTC by Chinese intel-
ligence officers.

“In particular, blockchain ana-
lytics reveals that China’s spies are 
using Wasabi Wallet to conceal 
their transaction trail,” Robinson 

says.
“All of  the bribe payments can 

be traced back to Wasabi.”
Wasabi Wallet is an example of  

a privacy wallet – software used to 
mix Bitcoin from different sourc-
es, and conceal their origin. El-
liptic has previously shown how 
BTC from high-profile hacks of  
the likes of  Twitter and crypto ex-
changes Bitfinex and KuCoin.

“Intelligence agencies have long 
been known to use crypto assets to 
make payments,” Robinson adds.

“The same properties of  digital 
assets that make them attractive 
to criminals – such as censorship 
resistance, pseudonymity and the 
ease with which they can be trans-
ferred across borders – also make 
them valuable tools for all intel-
ligence agencies looking to fund 
clandestine operations.”

In 2014, for instance, the Swiss 
Federal Intelligence Service (FIS) 
reportedly looked into using Bit-
coin to pay intelligence sources 
abroad. 

Meanwhile, Russia’s military 
intelligence agency the GRU al-
legedly used Bitcoin to purchase 
infrastructure used to hack into 
into the email accounts of  employ-
ees and volunteers of  the Hillary 
Clinton presidential campaign, 
as well as the computer systems 
of  the Democratic Congression-
al Campaign Committee and the 
Democratic National Committee. 

This was done to steal data that 
was used to attempt to influence 
the 2016 US presidential election. 

Bitcoin cowries.

Xi Jinping, Chinese President



5-year-old Josephina 

2Otabor, aka Phyna, 
winner of  the just 

concluded 2022 edition of  
the annual Big Brother Naija 
reality TV show, has now 
cleared the air about having 
a baby outside wedlock.
Kemi Filani recalls that 
while in Big Brother's house, 
many speculated that Pyhna 

igerian rapper, 

Nactor and lawyer, 
Falz has received 

l o v e  f r o m  t h e 
entertainment industry as 
she turns a new age today.

KFN reported that the 
activist clocks 32nd, today, 
October 27th.

To make his day, many 
celebrities have flooded his 
comment section pouring 
sweet words on him.

T h e  l i k e s  o f  M o 
Abudu, Sophie Alakija, 
Omawumi, Ayo Makun, 
Kie Kie, Amara Kanu, Uti 
N w a c h u k w u ,  M r 
Macaroni, Lilian Esoro, 
Bolanle Olukanni, and 
more  have  s en t  the i r 
birthday wishes.

Birthday wishes
Dorathy Bachor wrote, 

“Happy birthday officer 
Wale

Sophie Alakija wrote, 
“ H a p py  B i r t h d ay  my 
president

Dorcas Fapson wrote, 
“Happy Birthdayyy

O m a w u m i  w r o t e , 
“Happy Birthday!!!!

Ayo Makun wrote, “32 
shock you? Oya he coming 
happy birthday brother

Prince Enwerem wrote, 
“Happy birthday Bhad guy

When asked about the baby, 
Phyna said: “My baby girl, 
yea she is fine. I have not 
seen her, she is with my aunt. 
It's not like she is my child o. 
She's my elder cousin's child. 
His wife died. Since then I 
have been taking care of  her. 
A lot of  people think she is 
my child and yes she is. I am 
planning on bringing her 
with me I'm less busy.”

Phyna acquires a new house
A graduate of  engineering, 
Phyna who hails from Edo 
State has acquired a new 
house.

e r o  O s a i y e m i PA d e n i y i ,  t h e 
b a b y m a m a  o f  

singer, 2face Idibia has 
melted the heart of  her 
father.

The mother of  four, 
who resides overseas got 
him emotional with her 
priceless surprise.

Pero  had  f lown to 
Nigeria to celebrate my 
him on his 84th birthday.

Pero Osaiyemi wrote,  
“Lagos with my first 
love… surprised my dad 
for his 84th…love you 
sooooo much”.

Pero's father spills on 
how 2face married his 
daughter

Prince Jide Adeniyi, 
had claimed that 2face 
was actually married to his 
daughter.

He revealed this in a 
video interview years back 

abila Fash, the now 

Nestranged wife of  
singer, Oritsefemi 

has revealed that their 
marriage has hit the rocks.

Recall that the couple's 
m a r r i a g e  h a s  b e e n 
e m b r o i l e d  i n  s e v e r a l 
cheating allegations.

Nabila revealed in an 
in te r v iew wi th  Daddy 
Freeze, that their marriage 
has packed up and they are 
going through a divorce 
process.

Nabila disclosed that the 
singer had welcomed a child 
with another woman, while 
they were still married.

She stated that the last 
straw that broke the camel's 
back was when he fathered a 
child while still married to 
her.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h e r , 
O r i t s e f e m i  h a s  t w o 

the divorce, as he believes 
t h e r e  i s  r o o m  f o r 
reconciliation.

Nabila Fash calls out 
husband's side chick

Last year, Nabila had 
announced the search of  a 
lady who visited her house 
on a Monday morning to 
sleep with her husband.

According to Nabila, a 
lady stopped by her house on 
a Monday morning after she 
left for work, just to have sex 
with her husband.

Taking to her Insta story 
section on Instagram to 
make this known, Nabila 
wrote;

“Some hoes will say face 
your man abi? The imbecile 
doesn ' t  know she  was 
c o m i n g  t o  s o m e o n e ' s 
matrimonial home? I wish i 
met you in my house, then 
the story would have been 
different”

season.
Phyna been declared the 
winner of  Season 7 show, 
leaving Bryan as the first 
runner up.
At the grand finale on, 
Sunday, October 2nd, the 
evicted housemates were 
Daniella, Chichi, Adekunle, 
and Bella, with Phyna and 
Bryann as the top two 
housemates battling for the 
N100m grand prize.
The 25-year-old contestant 
who is one of  the fans' 
favourites was born in June, 
1997 and hails from Edo 
State.

Adeniyi, had shared a 
slideshow of  her photos as 
she appreciated God for 
giving her another year.

The mother of  four 
turned a year older on 
August 18th.

She thanked her creator 
f o r  l o v i n g  h e r 
unconditionally and for 
his excess love.

gave birth to a baby girl 
outside wedlock after photos 
of  Phyna and the alleged 
child were posted on social 
media.
Now clearing the air in a 
recent interview on the E-
splash podcast aired on 
TVC, Phyna pointed out that 
the child is not her biological 
daughter.

Kie Kie wrote, “Happy 
birthday Falzzzzzz

M o  A b u d u  w r o t e, 
“Happy bir thday dear 
@falzthebahdgiy Hugs

Basketmouth wrote, 
“Happy Bir thday bro. 
Wishing you the very best

Uti Nwachukwu wrote, 
“Happy birthday bro

Ebuka Uchendu wrote, 
“Happy birthday young 
legend

Mr Macaroni wrote, 
“Happy Birthday my G.

Lilian Esoro wrote, 
“Hbd hun more blessings”.

The reality star took to her 
Snapchat to share the good 
news with her fans.
The hype priestess had 
splashed mill ions on a 
Duplex in Lagos.
Sharing the good news also 
on her Instagram page, she 
appreciated God for the 
blessing.
Phyna wins BBN
After nine live eviction 
shows, Phyna had emerged 
the winner of  Big Brother 
Naija Season 7.
The Level 2 housemate beat 
28 housemates to emerge 
winner of  the Level Up 

which resurfaced online 
after Annie Idibia called 
out her husband, Pero 
Adeniyi and his family 
members.

I n  t h e  i n t e r v i e w 
conducted in 2019 with 
Asabe Afrika TV, Pero 
A d e n i y i ' s  f a t h e r , 
addressed his daughter's 
relationship with 2face, 
how they fell in love, had 
kids and got married.

He stressed that 2face 
Idibia married another 
woman,  Annie,  a f ter 
previously getting married 
to his daughter despite her 
giving him his first three 
children.

Prince Adeniyi further 
revealed that the singer 
was brought into his life by 
Pero as her man. Pero 
A d e n i y i  c e l e b r a t e s 
birthday

P e r o  O s a i y e m i 

daughters from two different 
women before they met and 
that she took those girls as 
her own daughters.

She said the singer had 
g o t t e n  a n o t h e r  l a d y 
pregnant while they were 
dating and we're about to get 
married and welcomed 
another daughter with the 
same woman.

She further said she had 
to deal with his constantly 
cheating as several women 
reached out to her to inform 
her of  his cheating habits.

N a b i l a  a d d e d  t h a t 
Oritsefemi was expecting his 
son with the fourth woman 
during the period he came 
online to ask the public to 
help beg her and when she 
moved out of  their home 
because he was physically 
abusive towards her.

Speaking further, she 
said the singer isn't accepting 

“Whoever the imbecile 
is, that came to my house 
when I went to work to f  
*CK.. you need to identify 
yourself… Gistlover, It was 
shocking news to me when 
you posted it a few months 
back… but  now, I  can 
c o n f i r m ”
“On a Monday morning, 
when people are out to look 
for daily bread, some people, 
i t  i s  fuck that  i s  their 
problem”

During the show, Phyna 
m e n t i o n e d  i n  s e ve r a l 
instances that she had it 
rough growing up. She came 
f r o m  a  f a m i l y  w h e r e 
everyone had to hustle on 
their own. As such, she grew 
up independent,  doing 
several jobs.
The TV star also mentioned 
that part of  her hustle 
inc luded  be ing  a  se l f -
acclaimed high priestess.
Phyna, walked home with 
t h e  b r a n d  p r i z e  o f  
100million, 50million in 
cash and 50million as prizes 
from sponsors and a car.

“Grateful for another 
year…..it has been and 
can only be you Lord…. 
Your Mercy and Grace 
abounds, Thank you for 
loving me unconditionally 
all I can say is thank you 
Baba Mi! Jesus you love 
me too much ooooooo too 
much ooo excess love 
oooo, Oyigiyigo modupe 
Happy Birthday to me!”.
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BBNaija's winner, Phyna opens up on having baby outside wedlock

2face's babymama, Pero Adeniyi surprises father
on his birthday 

Mo Abudu, Ayo Makun,
and more stars celebrate
Falz's 32nd birthday

Oritsefemi and wife part ways over cheating
allegations
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To really know that 
the love in  your 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s 

genuine or not, here are 
some of  the signs to look out 
f o r .
I s  t h e  l o v e  i n  y o u r 
relationship real, or fake?
If  it is, all you should do is 
keep growing the love, keep 
staying truthful to each 
other, keep drinking a lot of  

or a gender largely Fb e l i e v e d  t o  b e 
u n a b l e  t o  h e l p 

themselves when it comes 
to cheating, men seem to 
hate being cheated on too 
much. Why?

The narrative that has 
been spun around the issue 
cheating for the longest 
time is that men cheat more 
than women, but are more 
hurt and distraught and 
angry when they find out 
they've been cheated on. 

I t ' s  k i n d a 
straightforward like that in 
o u r  c o l l e c t i v e 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  T h e 
narrative sees us believe 
that women somehow 
'expect' to be cheated on 
because 'all men cheat' and 
'men will always be men.' 

So what we have is an 
u n f a i r  s i t u a t i o n ,  a 
particularly bothersome 
re la t ionship  dynamic 
which makes it feel OK for 
women to pardon and 
forge on when their men 
cheat; but on the other 
hand, validates men's 
indignation and righteous 
rage when they get cheated 
on. 

An excellent option to 
protect  yourself  f rom 
cheating is to use  mSpy 
software. You will see who 
calls your partner and what 

water, and just keep treating 
each other in all the good 
ways that will allow the 
relationship thrive further. 

On the flipside, fake 
love  i s  not  something 
anyone would want to live 
with. Sadly, it is exactly 
what some people have in 
their relationships. If  the 
relationship is based on 
anything different from a 

messages  she gets  on 
Messenger, Whatsapp, and 
S n a p c h a t .  m S py  c a n 
provide peace of  mind to 
you. 

So let's talk about 
reasons why this is so. Why 
does it bother men so much 
when a woman cheats on 
them, and why do more 
m e n  f i n d  c h e a t i n g 
absolutely unforgivable 
compared to women? 

1. They know that 
cheating, for women, is 
s o l e ly  f o r  e m o t i o n a l 
purposes 

When women cheat, 
it is for emotional reasons. 
Women do not cheat for 
physical reasons, and for 
the most part it's not for 
sexual gratification. It has 
been said that the need to 
bridge an emotional gap, to 
p lug  some emot iona l 
vacuum is what leads 
women into affairs. 

So, for men, knowing 
t h a t  t h e  w o m a n  h a s 
d e t a c h e d  h e r s e l f  
emotionally and that their 
time is likely over makes 
cheating an extra-uneasy 
pill to swallow for them. 

2. Ego takes a hit 
W h e r e a s  w o m e n 

become [inexplicably] 
ashamed and embarrassed 
when their partner cheats 
on them, men see cheating 

genuine willingness to see 
the other person flourish in 
every sense of  the word, if  it 
i s  based on something 
fleeting and temporary, then 
it is likely fake. 

To really know that the 
love in your relationship is 
fake, here are some things 
you may want to watch out 
for: 

1. They're emotionally 

as an affront on their ego. 
They probably feel that 
being cheated on is the 
highest form of  disrespect 
ever, and this makes it even 
more difficult to stomach it. 

Because, you know, 
men think they deserve 
respect as a birthright. 

3. They never see it 
coming 

The average man, no 
mat te r  how unkempt , 
emotionally unavailable, 
difficult and problematic he 
is, still feels like he deserves 
loyalty and may never, for 
the life of  him, imagine that 
his babe has it in her to 
either dump him or cheat 
with another man. 

And while this is not 
entirely a wrong thing to 
expect, [I mean, if  you're 
still with someone, it's only 
OK for them to expect 
loyalty from you] it's still 
kinda deluded and naïve to 
t h i n k  t h a t  w o m e n , 
especially the ones with 
unmet and unsatisf ied 
emotional needs cannot or 
will not seek to get it from 
someone else. 

4 .  T h e y  f e e l  l i k e 
cheating is for men 

Crazy,  r ight?  But, 
yeah, it's true. Some men 
are conditioned to think 
t h a t  o n ly  wo m e n  ge t 
cheated on. They think it's a 
man's game to do that. 
Cheating is something men 

distant 
In a relationship, fakers 

have a tendency to be non-
communicative.  They' l l 
provide little to no substance 
to what's going on in their 
l i fe.  They ' l l  a lso  make 
excuses why they “couldn't” 
communicate especially 
when it is a little difficult to 
do so. 

The difference between 
them and someone with 
genuine love for you is the 
extra effort needed to reach 
out when it's not so easy. 

2. Always willing to 
throw in the towel 

Conflict happens in 
e ve r y  r e l a t i o n s h i p.  I t 
demonstrates a level of  care 
which partner have for one 
another. 

T h a t  s a i d ,  e v e r y 
c o n f l i c t  d e m a n d s  a 
resolution.If  you're the only 
one trying to resolve any 
conflict or problems that 

A
ll the pleasurable 
reasons why you 
should be excited 

about getting down on wet, 
c o l d  d ay s  a n d  n i g h t s .
What's special about making 
out, cuddling and having sex 
during the rains? 

Once the clouds darken 
and the rains begin to pour, 
tweets and posts on social 
media begin to lean towards 
the need for a warm body to 
lie next to and do sexy stuff  
with. 

A n d  i f  y o u  n e v e r 
considered this, or if  you 
think sex during rain is 
overrated, here are five things 
that  wi l l  convince you 
otherwise: 

1. Great cuddles for 
warmth 

Obviously, naked bodies 
grinding and gliding against 
one another is just the perfect 

do. A woman cheating is… 
just wrong. But when it's a 
m a n ,  i t  c o u l d  b e 
pardonable, explainable, 
there could be some way to 
jus t i fy  i t ,  i t  could  be 
explained away, put in some 
perspective that makes it 
less of  an issue. 

B u t  a  w o m a n 
cheating… and God safe 
us… a married woman?! 
Nah. That's too scandalous. 
The greatest sin of  all time. 

5 .  T h e y ' v e  b e e n 
faithful all along 

Like we pointed out 
above, cheating is painted to 
look like a man's game. So 
when a man chooses to stay 
faithful to his wife or 

arise, it's often a telltale sign 
of  emotional detachment 
and this of  course, is a major 
sign you'll find in people who 
have got only fake love for 
you. 

They really won't care 
whether the relationship 
works or fails. 

3. They don't meet you 
halfway 

Are you always the one 
to plan things? Check on the 
o t h e r  p e r s o n ?  T a k e 
responsibilities and all that? 
If  so, what concessions, if  
any, is your partner making? 
Where's the effort on their 
part? 

R e l a t i o n s h i p  a n d 
compromise are like two 
peas in a pod. A lack of  effort 
i s  a  u n ive r s a l  s i g n  o f  
d i s i n t e r e s t  –  a n d  a 
relationship is no different. 

4. Unconcern 
A n  a u t h e n t i c 

relationship sparks feelings 

way to combat the cold. 
When the sex is that hot, who 
needs a heater, sweater or 
duvet to keep warm? 

2. Could spark up the 
relationship 

Sometimes partners get 
so lost in activities and work 
and other things that push 
sex to the least thing they 
desire for weeks on end. 

But then comes the rain 
with windy nights,  wet 
weekends and long hours of  
nothing to do but being 
cooped up in the house for 
hours on end. Perfect mood, 
per fect  se t t ing,  per fect 
backdrop and surely, the rain 
p a t t e r i n g  o n  t h e  r o o f  
provides good music for you 
to get it on. 

Because the rainy season 
goes on and on for at least 
two months, you get enough 
t ime  to  red i scover  the 

partner, they think they 
deserve some medal. Some 
extra cool points for being 
the guy who does not cheat, 
not to be rewarded with 
cheating. 

Conclusion: 
The point of  this is not 

to justify women cheating 
or saying it's cool for men to 
get cheated on. Hopefully 
everyone sees cheating as 
something that bothers 
everyone equally. Women 
get just as hurt as men when 
they're played. And anyone 
can cheat. Anyone can 
actually get cheated on, and 
ultimately, everyone owes 
their partner the duty to be 
faithful and honest. 

of  passion for each other. 
You'll be curious, concerned, 
involved, etc in all that the 
other person does. 

S o m e o n e  w h o 
continuously acts indifferent 
i s n ' t  e n g a g e d ,  l i k e l y 
detached, and unfit – not to 
mention unworthy – of  a real 
relationship. 

5. That gut feeling 
Many t imes,  when 

someone doesn't really love 
you, you will know. There's 
usually that sixth sense, that 
gut feeling in the pit of  your 
stomach that keeps pricking 
you. 

Add this to all the signs 
that you will see, and the 
picture is clear that this babe 
or that guy doesn't really love 
you. They're only with you 
because they have no option, 
or for the money or some 
other fake reason. 

B e  h o n e s t  w i t h 
yourself. Are you wasting 
your time? Money? Energy? 

pleasure of  doing it with your 
partner. 

3. Romantic AF 
Apparent ly  there  i s 

something really romantic 
about getting it on amidst all 
the thunder, lightening and 
rain. 

Better to light those 
scented candles when it's 
raining and cold than when it 
hot, right? 

Sex when it's raining is 
s u r e l y  n o t  j u s t  a b o u t 
combating cold, it can also be 
very romantic. 

4. Something different 
You know, all year long 

sweaty sex is what you've 
been getting, and while that 
is literally hot in its own 
right, getting your freak on in 
the cold, wet weather is a 
different ball game entirely. 

I t  r ea l ly  does  bang 
different, especially if  you 
are doing it with a man or 
woman who really knows 
what they are doing. 

5. Just perfect 
All the sex during rainy 

season seem to have a special 
effect. Eighty-three percent 
of  respondents in Trojan's 
Degrees of  Pleasure study, 
carried out in 2010, rate 
rainy days and nights as the 
best time to have sex. 

Just ask around, and 
people will legit tell you that 
it's something about the 
weather being perfect for 
s h a r i n g  b o dy  wa r m t h , 
cuddling up against each 
other, feeling up each other 
and sharing those passionate 
kisses as rain pelts outside 
and blurs your window so 
you see nothing outside the 
room at that moment… it's 
just you and the love of  your 
life in the whole world. 
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Common proven signs of fake love in a relationship 

Special facts why sex during the rains
remains undefeated 

Why do men get so angry when
they're cheated on? 
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h i l e  s o m e 

Wwomen idealise 
the slimmest of  

frames, and have their sights 
set on achieving a thigh gap 
and stick arms, there's also a 
healthy portion of  women 
who prefer a curvier look.

If  you're in the latter 
group and are not blessed 
with a curvaceous body, 
there are several ways to go 
about getting the frame you 
desire. 

Do not be captivated by 
expensive surgery and the 
accompanied risks, instead 
begin with the natural 
solutions that you can try 
f rom home.  We've  put 
together three easy home 
remedies for bigger hips and 
buttocks, so if  you have your 
sights set on being round and 
fabulous, read on! 

On your mission to get 
bigger hips and buttocks, 
there are three main angles 

ere are some reasons Hyou need to clean 
your belly button.

When taking a bath, an 
often neglected part of  the 
body is the belly button.

Your belly button is the 
connection that once existed 
between you and your mother. 

When you're born, the 
umbilical cord was cut off  and 
what was left was a stump. 
After about two weeks, that 
stump falls off  and what is left 
is your belly button. 

B e l l y  b u t t o n s  l o o k 
different, but there are broadly 
two types, the innie and outie 
belly button. 

Those with an innie belly 
button have it deep within their 
stomach, and those with an 
outie belly button have it 
protruding. 

Why should you clean 
your belly button? 

Yeast infection 
There could be as many as 

button is bad news for diabetic 
patients because not only will it 
smell, it won't heal, and it will 
bring out a white smelly 
discharge. 

How to clean your belly 
button 

Before taking your bath, 
you can clean your belly button 
by; 

Dip a cotton swab in 
rubbing alcohol and use it to 

S i d e  l u n g e  w i t h 
dumbbells 

S t a r t  b y  s t a n d i n g 
straight, feet together, with a 
light- to-medium weight 
dumbbell in each hand.

Leading with your right 
foot, begin to step out wide, 
directly to your right.

Bend your knee and 
push your hips back. Drop 
y o u r  a r m s  s o  t h e y ' r e 
sandwiching your right leg.

Keep your gaze forward.
Prepare to return to 

start: Push off  with your 
right foot and shift your 
weight to your left leg, 
returning to standing at 
center.

Do 12 reps on each side 
for 3 sets.

Chair pose 
Start standing straight 

with your feet together and 
arms down by your sides.

Ke e p i n g  y o u r  f e e t 
stationary, bend your knees 
and send your arms straight 

should point out slightly.
Bend your knees and 

push your hips and butt back 
as if  you're about to sit in a 
chair.

Keep your chin tucked 
and neck neutral. Drop 
down until your thighs are 
parallel to the ground.

Be sure to keep your 
weight in your heels and 
your knees bowed slightly 
outward.

Extend your legs and 
return to an upright position.

Complete 15 reps for 3 
sets.

Glute bridge 
Lie on your back with 

your knees bent and feet 
planted on the floor. Place 
your arms at your sides with 
palms flat on the ground.

C o n t r a c t  y o u r 
a b d o m i n a l s  a n d  g l u t e 
muscles, press your feet into 
the floor, and lift your hips 
off  the floor. Your body 
should form a straight line 
from your shoulders to 
knees.

Pause at the top for 5 
seconds, then slowly lower 
to the starting position.

Complete 3 sets of  15 
repetitions.

Jumping Squats 
Stand in a squat position 

with your feet slightly wider 
than shoulder-width apart, 
arms at your sides.

Lower your body until 
your thighs are parallel to 
your knees. As you squat, 
move your arms out in front 
of  you, palms together.

Propel yourself  up and 
off  the ground. Try to push 
your feet at least 3 inches off  
the ground. Extend your 
a r m s  t o  h e l p  w i t h 
momentum.

Squat back down with 
soft, bent knees, and repeat.

Complete 3 sets of  10 to 
15 repetitions.

Clamshells 
Start by lying on your 

left side with your legs 
stacked, head resting on 
your left arm, and right hand 
on your hip.

Bend your hips and 
knees to make a 90-degree 
angle. Your feet should be in 
line with your butt.

Engage your core and 
lift your right knee as high as 
you can while keeping your 
feet together. Keep your left 
knee in contact with the floor 
and hips stacked. Don't 
rotate your hips back.

Hold at the top for a few 
seconds  be fo re  s lowly 
lowering to the starting 
position.

Complete 3 sets of  15 
repetitions then repeat on 
the other side.

Walking lunge with 
weights 

of  approach. Firstly, there's 
toning and contouring your 
bottom, hips and waist 
(remember that toning your 
waist will accentuate your 
hips and buttocks). 

S e c o n d l y,  t h e r e ' s 
addressing your diet to go 
easier on foods that are more 
likely to cause belly fat. 
Lastly, a corset is also a non-
surgical way to create your 
desired proportions, which 
can be great for events, and 
with regular use will also 
train your body shape. 

Exercises for bigger hips 
and bum 

A bit of  light exercise is 
the way forward when it 
comes to natural ways to get 
bigger hips and buttocks. 
You don't need expensive 
g y m  m e m b e r s h i p s  o r 
personal trainers. Just add a 
few movements into your 
routine, and you'll soon 
notice the difference. 

70 types of  bacteria in your 
navel. Bellybuttons are a 
breeding site for bacteria 
because they are dark and 
moist. These bacteria can lead 
to yeast infections. 

Body odour 
Even if  your navel does not 

get infected, there is a high 
chance that it might start 
smelling. 

The accumulation of  dirt, 
dead skin cells, sweat and lint 
can cause the navel to start 
smelling. So, wash it whenever 
you have a bath. 

Imagine  having  body 
odour and not knowing it's 
coming from your belly button. 

Navel rings can get infected 
Some people have pierced 

their belly buttons. If  you have 
a navel piercing, you have to 
clean it frequently to avoid it 
being infected. 

Diabetes patients can get 
infected 

Having an infected belly 

clean your belly button. Throw 
the swab away once it gets 
dirty.

Rinse out the alcohol with 
another cotton swab dipped in 
water.

Always dry your belly 
button with a towel after 
having your bath; a moist belly 
button breeds bacteria.

out overhead. Your thighs 
should be as close to parallel 
as they'll go.

Keep your gaze straight 
ahead.

Hold for 30 seconds.
Side leg lifts 
Lie down on a mat on 

your right side with your 
back, neck, and head in a 
neutral position.

Rest your head on your 
a r m,  which  should  be 
extended above your head.

Stack your legs on top of  
each other.

Brace your core and 
begin to raise your left leg as 
high as you can. Pause at the 
top.

Slowly return to the 
starting position.

Do 15 reps with each leg 
for 3 sets.

Squats 
Star t  in  an upr ight 

position with your feet 
slightly wider than shoulder-
width apar t.  Your toes 

Hold a dumbbell in each 
hand with your arms at your 
sides.

Stand with feet about 
hip-distance apart. Step 
forward about 2 feet with 
your left foot.

Bend your left knee 
toward the ground until it's 
parallel to the floor. This is 
the forward lunge position.

Pause and hold this 
position for a few seconds.

Then take a step forward 
with your back (right) leg, 
and repeat the lunge leading 
with this leg.

Repeat this walking 
lunge pattern, alternating 
legs for 20 repetitions (10 
each leg).

Complete 2 sets of  20 
repetitions.

Diet for a slimmer waist 
Maintaining a healthy 

weight is another way to 
keep your waist slender, and 
will help to accentuate the 
curves of  your hips and 
buttocks. While if  you are 
looking  to  drop a  few 
pounds, don't tie yourself  to 
f a d  d i e t s  a n d  h a r s h ly 
restrictive plans. The main 
change to make to your diet 
is to try and get your calories 
from a combination of  the 
following foods: 

Fruits: berries, apples, 
bananas, oranges, pears

Vegetables: leafy greens, 
sweet potatoes, broccoli, 
carrots

Whole grains: whole-
wheat bread, quinoa, oats, 
brown rice

Lean protein: poultry, 
fish, lean red meat, legumes

Low-fat dairy: low-fat or 
nonfat milk or yogurt

Healthy fats: olive oil, 
nuts, seeds, avocado

Filling yourself  up with 
fruit, leafy and low-starch 
vegetables, whole grains, 
lean protein, low-fat dairy 
and health fats, will help to 
keep your calorie intake 
down, help you stay full and 
lead to a health weight. 

Corsets to accentuate 
your hips and buttocks 

Cosets are the ultimate 
figure sculpting cheat! Put 
one on and you can instantly 
reduce your waistline and 
maximise the curves of  your 
hips and buttocks. Beyond 
the instant effects, corsets 
can be used to train your 
waist to maintain a slimmer 
form. 

P o p u l a r i s e d  b y 
celebrities such as Kim 
Kardashian waist training 
uses the more traditional 
steel boned corset, so the 
cons t r uc t ion  i s  s t rong 
enough to modify your 
shape. Be careful though, 
since you aren't supposed to 
be in pain when using a 
corset, so if  it does hurt, 
that's a clear sign that it's on 
too tight! 

Natural ways to get wider hips and bigger butt easily 

How belly buttons can cause body odour 



The 2022 FIFA World 
Cup will start on Sunday, 
November 20, in Qatar.

The host nation, Qatar, 
will take on Ecuador in the 
first match.

Speaking after Bayern 
Munich defeated Barcelona 
3 -0  in  the  Champions 
League on Wednesday night, 

Wednesday.
The Flamingos lost the 

semi-final encounter 6-5 on 
penalties and will now fight 
for the third position against 
Germany on Saturday.

It was the first time the 
Nigerian girls would make it 

gyptian Mohamed EM a a r o u f  E i d 
Mansour has been 

appointed centre-referee 
for the CAF Confederation 
Cup playoff, first leg clash 
between Rivers United and 
Libya's Al Nasr.

The Confederation of  
African Football (CAF) 
made the announcement 

really okay that Sadio just 
wanted to do something 
different.

“Absolutely. I totally 
respect that. The way it 
went was great. We knew 
that he would do something 
different without breaking 
up badly. That must be 
possible in life.

“That's exactly what 
happened. Missing? Yes! 
But I'm happy too. That he's 
where he wanted to be. 
We'll solve our problems 
h e r e .  S a d i o  i s  a n 
o u t s t a n d i n g  p l a y e r . 
Everyone in Munich saw 
that too. He's absolutely 
world-class. Everything 
will be fine.”

a y e r n  M u n i c h Bf o r w a r d ,  S a d i o 
Mane, has named 

Argentina as one of  the 
favourites to win this year's 
FIFA World Cup in Qatar.

Argentina is in Group C 
in the 2022 FIFA World 
Cup and will face Poland, 
Saudi Arabia and Mexico.

l a m i n g o s  h e a d Fc o a c h ,  B a n k o l e 
Olowookere,  has 

nothing but praise for his 
players following their 
defeat against Colombia at 
t h e  2 0 2 2  F I FA  U - 1 7 
Women's World Cup on 

always tell them that the 
m o r e  y o u  g o  i n  t h e 
competition the harder it 
becomes, they are a tough 
opponent,” Olowookere 
said in a short video posted 
on the  Super  Falcons 
Twitter handle.

“ E v e n  t h o s e  t h a t 
missed penalties are our 
specialists; that is the game 
of  penalties.

“They gave their all, 
anyone can miss penalty. 
They cannot be crucified, 
they did their best.

“We will give them 
time to rest, then we will 
come up as parents and talk 
to them, psyche them up 
and make them believe that 
all is not lost, we still have 
the third place to play for.”

i v e r p o o l  b o s s LJ u r g e n  K l o p p 
admitted that the 

Senegalese forward Sadio 
Mane was a miss for the 
club.

M a n e  w a s  a g a i n 
outstanding for Bayern 
Munich in the Champions 
League, scoring against 
Barcelona in a 3-0 win at 
the Nou Camp.

M a n e  h a s  a l r e a d y 
scored 10 Bayern goals, 
and is looking as though he 
is playing his best football.

Klopp said of  Mane on 
Sky Germany: “A good 
guy and a top player. But 
missing it sounds like I still 
want him here. I think it's 

Mane said (via Vermouth 
Deportivo): “He [Messi] is 
an incredible player.”

He added, “Argentina, 
Brazil, Germany, France, 
England, I think there are 
few teams that can win the 
World Cup.

“Argentina is one of  
them. I don't know whether 

we are big favourites, but I 
be l ieve  Argent ina  i s  a 
candidate because of  its 
history, which means even 
more now because of  the 
way we got here. But in a 
World Cup anything can 
happen, all the matches are 
very difficult. It isn't always 
the favourites who win it.”

to the semi-final of  the 
competition, and they could 
end the competition in style 
by beating the Germans

“They've done well, we 
made it to the semi-final, and 
our opponent were strong as 
well, it was a tough match, i 

on Thursday.
The encounter is billed 

f o r  t h e  A d o k i y e 
Amiesimaka Stadium, 
Po r t  H a r c o u r t ,  n e x t 
weekend.

Eid Mansour, 35, will be 
assisted by his compatriot, 
Mohammed Abouz id 
Halhal ( assistant referee 
one) and Ahmed Hossam 

he Confederation of  TAfrican Football 
( C A F )  h a s  r e -

opened the bidding process 
for the hosting rights of  the 
2 0 2 5  A f r i c a  C u p  o f  
Nations.

The continent's soccer 
governing body has already 
sent a notice to member 
associations to express 
interest in hosting the 
competition.

T h e  m e m b e r 
associations will also be 
involved in the process that 
will determine the host 
country or countries.

The deadline for the 
submission of  declaration 
o f  i n t e r e s t  f o r m  i s 
November 11.

Guinea were originally 
scheduled to host  the 
competition but the West 
African nation pulled out 

Eldin (assistant referee 
two). Mohammed Adel 
Said will serve as the fourth 
official.

Sierra Leone's Prince 
Kai Saquee will serve as 
match commiss ioner, 
while Gambia's Mendy 
John will be the referee's 
assessor. Ozi Salami will 
work as Covid-19 officer.

due to lack of  funds.
Nigeria and neighbours, 

B e n i n  Re p u b l i c  h ave 
ex p r e s s e d  i n t e r e s t  i n 
hosting the competition.

Algeria and Morocco 
are the two other countries 
who are keen to host the 
competition.
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World Cup 2022: Mane names favourite country to win tournament

U-17 WWC: Nigeria to battle Germany for  bronze
– No shame losing to Colombia, Olowookere

Mane

CAF re-opens bids for
2025 AFCON hosting
rights

EPL: Liverpool boss Klopp confesses: I am missing
Mane

Klopp and Mane

CAF Confederation Cup: Egyptian officials to take charge of Rivers United vs Al Nasr

Rivers United Al Nasr
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ayern Munich striker, BEric Maxim Choupo-
Moting, has said they 

have the needed quality to 
win the Champions League 
this season.

Choupo-Moting scored 
the  second goal  as  the 
B u n d e s l i g a  c h a m p i o n s 
hammered Barcelona 3-0 on 

uper Eagles defender 

SOla Aina is doubtful 
for Torino's Serie A 

home game against AC 
Milan.

Ivan Juric's side will 
h o s t  t h e  d e f e n d i n g 
champions at the Stadio 
Olimpico on Sunday.

ew Aston Villa 

Nboss Unai Emery 
has sought to bring 

Pako Ayesteran back to 
English football.

Ayestaran has a wealth 
of  experience and first 
arrived in the Premier 
League in 2004, where he 
assisted Rafa Benitez at 
Liverpool.

The pair worked together 
at Valencia, helping the club 
finish third in LaLiga before 
Ayestaran departed in 2010. 
Ayestaran left because he 
w i s h e d  t o  b e c o m e  a 

ormer Liverpool star, FDanny Murphy has 
made it clear Steven 

Gerrard cannot get a new job 
in the English top flight.

He said that jobs might be 
a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e 
Championship for the ex-
England midfielder, insisting 
he ended his career in the 
Premier League as a 'failure'.

Gerrard was sacked by 
Aston Villa last week after a 
dismal 3-0 defeat to Fulham.

Murphy was asked if  the 
former Rangers boss would 
have to drop down into the 
Championship for his next 
job, and he said: “I think he 
probably will, yes – what 
choice has he got?

“He's not going to get 
another Premier League job. 

Wednesday night.
The win confirmed Bayern 

as winners of  Group D and 
sent Barca into the Europa 
League.

The German club is now 
eyeing the title they last won 
in the 2019/2020 campaign.

“It was a top performance 
[on Wednesday], but we still 

Aina, according to the 
club picked up an injury in 
training on Wednesday and 
will be assessed ahead of  
the game.

” Ola Aina finished 
today's session early. The 
first tests have shown a 
distractive involvement at 
t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  l e f t 
hamstring that will be 
deepened with fur ther 
examinations in the coming 
days,” reads a statement on 
the club's official website.

The 26-year-old was on 
target in the Turin club's 2-1 
away win at Udinese last 
weekend.

It was the Nigerian's 
first goal for Torino since 
his arrival from Chelsea in 
2018.

Torino have already 
offered Aina a new two-
year contract to extend his 
stay at the club.

manager in his own right, 
reports the Daily Mail.
The 59-year-old returned to 
Valencia in 2016, initially as 
Gary Neville's assistant and 
then as permanent boss 
w h e n  t h e  f o r m e r 
M a n c h e s t e r  U n i t e d 
defender was sacked.

Ayestaran was then 
dismissed in September 
2016 after a run of  poor 
results.

Emery's first game in 
charge is likely to be against 
Manchester United next 

He has failed, ultimately, and 
you have to take two steps 
back sometimes.

“I don't see him ending up 
anywhere abroad. I don't see 
that in him, learning a new 
language and going down that 
route, I think Championship 
would be the way.

“I do think that when he 
got the Villa job that it was 
very overtop, the expectation 
of  what was going to be 
achieved. Their net spend this 
summer was 14th or 15th in 
the division, so where do you 
expect to be? Where he left 
them is where he found them, 
really.

“Stevie has probably 
learned more in his one year 
at Aston Villa than he did in 
all his time at Rangers.”

want to win our last game 
next week [against Inter 
Milan],” Choupo-Moting 
told the club's website.

“I'm happy for myself  and 
the team. It was a difficult 
game against a strong side 
who, even though they were 
already out, wanted to show a 
reaction in front of  their fans. 

weekend, as his work permit 
will not have been approved 

a p o l i  D i r e c t o r , 

NCristiano Giuntoli, 
has insisted “things 

are going well” in the team 
and they don't need to sign 
Crist iano Ronaldo from 
M a n c h e s t e r  U n i t e d  i n 
January.

Ronaldo is believed to be 
open to a return to Serie A, 
less than 18 months after 
leaving Juventus to move back 
to Old Trafford.

The 37-year-old is no 
longer an automatic pick at 
United, as Erik ten Hag has 
left him on the bench for 
several important fixtures.

So far, Ronaldo has started 
only six games and has two 
goals to his name.

Serie A leaders Napoli 

But we gave it everything 
from start to finish and 
deserved to win.

“ We  g o  i n t o  e v e r y 
Champions League game 
with the aim of  winning the 
competition because we have 
the quality in the team to do 
that. That's our ambition at 
FC Bayern.”

b e f o r e  t h e  m a t c h  a t 
Newcastle on Saturday.

have been linked with a move 
in the winter market for the 
five-time Ballon d'Or winner

However, Giuntoli while 
speaking to DAZN, said, 
“Ronaldo in January? We 
won't sign any players in 
January. We don't need to 
change anything in this team. 
We're doing great and we're 
not planning any signing, as 
of  today.

“I might be repetitive, but 
we really are not thinking 
about the transfer market right 
now. And even if  I did have to 
talk about it, I would say we 
need nothing, because there 
are no problems in the squad 
that need to be repaired.

“Things are going so well 
that we would not make a 
single move.”

England
13:30 Leicester - Manchester City –2 
16:00 Bournemouth – Tottenham –X2  
16:00 Brentford – Wolves –1 
16:00 Brighton – Chelsea—X2
16:00 Crystal Palace – Southampton –1 
16:00 Newcastle - Aston Villa –1X 
20:45 Liverpool – Leeds –1 
France
17:00 Paris SG – Troyes –Ov2.5 
21:00 Strasbourg – Marseille –X2
Germany
15:30 Bayern Munich – Mainz –1 

15:30 RB Leipzig - Bayer Leverkusen –1X
15:30 Wolfsburg – Bochum –1 
18:30 Eintracht Frankfurt – Dortmund 
–1X 
Italy
15:00 Napoli – Sassuolo – 1 
18:00 Lecce – Juventus—2 
20:45 Inter – Sampdoria—1 
Austria
17:00 A. Klagenfurt – Tirol—1 
17:00 A. Lustenau - Rapid Vienna—X2 
17:00 Salzburg – Hartberg –1 

Betting tips for the weekend

...Bet responsibly

Champions League: Choupo-Moting names team expected to win trophy
after Barcelona's exit

EPL: New Aston Villa boss Emery offers Ayesteran
Premier League return

Serie A: Aina doubtful
for Torino's home clash
against AC Milan

Choupo-Moting

Aina

AyesteranDanny Murphy rules out
offers for Steven Gerrard
in the premier league

Things are going well, no need
for Ronaldo – Giuntoli  


