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Idemili South flags off skill acquisition 
training, empowerment for women
By Uzo Ugwunze

I
demili South Local 
Government Area (ISL-
GA), Anambra State has 

flagged off  a Skill acquisi-
tion training and empower-
ment program for women.

The first phase of  150 
women selected from the 
seven towns that make up 
ISLGA will embark on an 
intensive Skill acquisition 
training program that will 
last for 30 days anchored by 
the ISLGA, Education and 
Social Development depart-
ment.

In her welcome ad-
dress,Transition Chairman 
ISLGA, Mrs Amaka Obi(I-
yom Idemili) said that wom-
en need to be empowered 
so as not to be regarded as 
liabilities but assets who will 
help bear the numerous fi-
nancial burdens at home to 
enable their husbands live 
longer.

“Some people wish to be 
like Amaka Obi without 
knowing that I started like 
this, even till tomorrow I still 
run catering services. There 
is money in embracing skill 
acquisition. A good baker 
can charge up to 800,000 na-
ira for cake and make about 
500,000 profit.

“This program is not just 

about politics which peo-
ple do for two days to gain 
popularity. It will last for a 
month within which assign-
ments will be given and final 
examination taken at the 
end of  the program before 
certification and empower-
ment.

“We have four depart-
ments with facilitators. Ca-
tering/decorations, Cake 
and Bread baking/Confec-
tionery, Nylon production, 
Bead making/Cosmetics/
make up/head tie designs. 
You must take this program 
seriously because I am seri-
ous about it”, said Mrs Obi.

According to Professor 
Kate Omenugha, a Consult-
ant on Human Capital de-
velopment under the office 
of  the Vice president of  Ni-
geria, what we are doing in 
Idemili South is One- wom-
an -one -skill. This is highly 
commendable. It will better 
the economy of  both Idemili 
South and Anambra State.

Moreover, Lord Dr. Mike 
Omenugha (Ichie Obama) 
recalled that from time im-
memorial, that men marry 
more wives to help in cul-
tivation. “Women should 
never be regarded as ‘oriaku’ 
but ‘obuteaku’ that is what 
the present society requires 
because there are many ob-

ligations to meet”.
The Deputy Chairman, 

Mr Anthony Omaka Tony-
makas who said that she was 
advised to marry a lady that 
has a handwork when he 
was  about getting married 
reminded the beneficiar-
ies that the program was a 
dividend of  All Progressive 
Grand Alliance (APGA) led 
administration urging them 
to vote in APGA candidates 
during elections.

ISLGA Secretary, Mr. 
Evaristus Ofido Omega 
tasked the beneficiaries to 
brace up to come out as 
experts in the craft they 
chose to learn saying that 
no knowledge is a waste.”If  
you toil with this opportuni-
ty you are blocking the way 
for others to enjoy such priv-
ilege”.

Moreso, the Head Local 
Government Administra-
tion, Mrs. Patricia Nkem-
dilim eulogized the TC 
Chairman for her creative 
leadership saying that out 
of  the 21 LGA chairmen, 
Mrs Obi stands taller not be-
cause she is the only female 
amongst them but for her 
ingenuity.

“Iyom Idemili is making 
out of  women, entrepreneur 
housewives or proverbs31 
housewives instead of  com-

plete housewives. God will 
also give the facilitators 
the wisdom and ability to 
train the beneficiaries,” said 
Nkemdilim.

The Supervisory Coun-
cilor for Women Affairs, 
Mrs Jane Egbuko  noted 
that as a fashion designer 
and event decorator she had 
built a duplex, bought a car 
and has trained her children 
in school ever before her ap-
pointment as a councillor.

The APGA aspirant for 
ISLGA constituency, Barr. 
Ebuka Igwe who intends 
to form a Nexus between 
Idemili South and the State 
advised the learners to be 
deligent and also measure 
up with those already in the 
industry outside the state.”If  
they do well someone does 

not need to get a makeup 
artist from Lagos to prepare 
a bride for a wedding taking 
place in Anambra”.

However, Commissioner 
for Culture, Tourism and En-
tertainment, Comrade Do-
natus Onyenji advised both 
learners and facilitators to 
add local menu and organic 
spices in their course outline 
instead of  foreign spices that 
has generated strange diseas-
es uncommon to Africans.

“Also, learn our cultural 
ways of  fashion and dress-
ing. Governor Soludo’s 
Government believes in 
local content, made in An-
ambra products to boost our 
economy. We have million-
aires from waste to wealth 
in the nylon industry,”said 
Onyenji.

In their sperate speeches, 
the duo of  Mrs Juliana Obi 
and Mrs. Ngozi Onwuka, 
Community Women lead-
ers for Akwuukwu and Oba 
respectively thanked the TC 
Chairman for investing in 
the future of  Idemili South 
women saying it will not 
only put food on their table 
but make the beneficiaries 
more responsible.

Commissioning the 
Skill acquisition complex, 
Commissioner for Local 
Government and Chief-
taincy Affairs, Mr. Collins 
Nwabunwanne after com-
mending Mrs Obi advised 
the beneficiaries to imbibe 
good customer relations to 
help them build their busi-
nesses to greater heights 
when they start their Small 
and Medium Enterprises.
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From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he candidate of  Af-
rican Democratic 
Congress, Bishop 

Sunday Ndukwo Onuoha 
has been announced as the 
consensus governorship 
candidate for the people of  
Abia North district in 2023 
polls.

 Onuoha, who is the 
President of  Vision Africa 
Radio station, was chosen 
from the pool of  10 guber 
candidates of  Abia North 
extraction. 

Announcing the results 
of  the consensus choice in 
Umuahia, the leaders of  
Abia North Political Pro-
ject advocacy group, Dr 

Uduma Nnate and Nnauk-
wu Peter Ogbuji, Chairman 
and Secretary of  screening 
committee of  guber candi-
dates respectively declared 
the Methodist Bishop as 
the best among other can-
didates. The group made 
it clear that parading of  
10 guber candidates would 
deny the Abia North zone 
the chances of  winning 
the Abia number one seat, 
hence the consensus initia-
tive.

 It explained that the 
ADC candidate was cho-
sen after a thorough screen-
ing conducted on various 
guber candidates from Abia 
North, adding that Bishop 
Onuoha came first after 
the months-long screening, 
based on his track records, 
capacity, integrity and 
sound health. 

According to the Abia 
North Political Project 
group, all candidates from 
Abia North were given fair 
chances during the unbi-
ased screening before the 
pendulum picked out the 
Item, Bende LGA-born 
Bishop.

 “After the primaries, we 

He’s threat to national security
– Buhari govt on why Nnamdi Kanu can’t be released

T
he Federal Govern-
ment has explained 
why it can’t obey the 

court ruling ordering the re-
lease of  the leader of  the In-
digenous People of  Biafra, 
IPOB, Nnamdi Kanu.

The government told the 
Appeal Court in Abuja that 
Kanu posed a flight risk and 
was a threat to national se-
curity.

An Assistant State Coun-
sel in the office of  the 
Attorney-General of  the 
Federation, David Kaswe, 
informed the court that the 
case against Kanu bordered 
on national security.

He argued that the funda-
mental rights of  the IPOB 
leader should be suspended 
due to national interest.

Kaswe said: “It is impor-
tant to appreciate the gamut 
of  depositions in our appli-
cation. The Respondent is 
a flight risk person and one 
of  the grounds of  our ap-
plication is that this matter 

touches on national securi-
ty of  the State.

“Once there is a threat to 
national security, human 
rights of  any individual can 
be suspended until such 
threat is taken care of.”

Kaswe also informed the 
court that releasing Kanu 
would worsen the security 
situation in the South East.

“The defendant has 
shown that he has the ca-
pacity to jump bail or to 
escape from lawful custody.

“There is reasonable in-
telligence that the enforce-
ment of  judgement of  this 
court, pending determina-
tion of  our appeal at the Su-
preme Court, may impact 
negatively on the declining 
security in the South East,” 
he said.

A few weeks ago, the Ap-
peal Court had discharged 
and acquitted Kanu of  all 
terrorism charges.

Despite the court’s ruling, 
the Federal Government 

has refused to release the 
IPOB leader.

The AGF, Abubakar 
Malami, had hinted that 
more charges would be lev-
elled against Kanu; hence 
he can’t be released.

Kanu has been locked up 
by the Department of  State 
Services, DSS, since June 
2021.

He was arrested in Kenya 
and subjected to extraordi-
nary rendition.

Upon his return, the Fed-
eral Government arraigned 
him on charges boarding on 
terrorism.

The IPOB leader was first 
arrested in 2017 due to his 
agitation for the actualiza-
tion of  Biafra.

Justice Binta Nyako of  an 
Abuja Federal High Court 
had granted him bail.

Shortly after Kanu was 
released, he fled the country 
to Europe where he contin-
ued his Biafra agitation.

discovered that 10 out of  
the 18 political parties gave 
their party governorship 
ticket to Abia North son 
or daughter. It became ob-
vious that as a people, we 
cannot go for the governor-
ship election in 2023 with 
10 candidates at the same 
time and expect to win or 
miracle to happen.”

 The group which said its 
committee members were 
drawn from 5 LGAs that 
make up Abia North, said 
5 respected elders from 
Abia North were members 
of  the advisory committee 
that ratified the selection 
of  Bishop Sunday Onuoha. 

“We therefore humbly 
request our other candi-
dates who are not chosen, 
to rally around the chosen 
consensus candidate to en-
sure victory for God’s own.

We are aware that the 
flag/ticket you hold be-
longs to your political party 
and will definitely consult 
your party before stepping 
down for the consensus 
candidate for the overall 
interest of  Abia North peo-
ple and Ndi Abia in gener-
al”, the statement read.

Imo govt commences annual biometric
revalidation for civil servants
By Grace Ofurum

T
he Imo state govern-
ment through the 
office of  the head 

of  service on Tuesday 
commenced the Biometric 
capturing exercise for civil 
servants across the Minis-
tries and parastatals.

This exercise which is 
carried out annually is 
meant to accommodate 
those who were not prop-
erly captured or missed out 
of  the process during the 
previous exercise.

Before now, there have 
been complaints of  non-
payment of  salaries for 
some civil servants, this 
was as a result of  not prop-
erly captured at the verifica-
tion exercise.

According to the Imo 
state Head of  service, Barr. 
Raymond Ucheoma, the 
exercise is approved by 
the state governor, Senator 
Hope Uzodimma and will 
last for 4 days for those with 
complaints of  nonpayment 
prior to the last exercise.

The head of  service fur-

ther enjoined the civil serv-
ants to follow the guide-
lines for the exercise which 
requires individuals affect-
ed to be present at the ven-
ue and as the government 
will not accept verification 
by proxy.

The individual for the 
exercise are required to pro-
vide documents confirm-
ing their position as civil 
servants, letter of  appoint-
ments, letter of  confirma-
tion of  last promotion letter 
and a BVN print out from 
the bank.

Wednesday 26 - Thursday 27 October, 2022 



Human rights group blames 
touts for tanker accident
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You abandoned Ohanaeze for 7 yrs
- Ohanaeze Youth blasts PDP’s VP candidate, Okowa

Hon. Ikenna Elezieanya empowerment team arrives Amakohia Market in Owerri North LGA, commences the accreditation of 
market men and women bene�ciaries.

T
he Apex Socio-cultur-
al youth organization 
of  Ohanaeze Ndig-

bo Worldwide, Ohanaeze 
Youth Council OYC has 
alleged that the purport-
ed identity of  Gov. Ifeanyi 
Okowa, the Vice presiden-
tial candidate of  PDP, as an 
Igbo man is “very question-
able”.

Reacting to the state of  
Igbo Nation on Tuesday 25, 
October 2022 during an in-
terface with newsmen, the 
National President of  OYC, 
Comrade Igboayaka O Ig-
boayaka stated that Gov. 
Ifeanyi Okowa had over the 
years exhibited a high level 
of  complacency towards 
the activities of  Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo, hence his invisibil-
ity in the activities of  the 
Igbo race.

“Ndigbo since after the 
1966 to 1970 genocide have 
gone through political and 

economic strangulation, 
but were able to unify again 
through Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
led by Dr Akanu Ibiam as 
it’s first president General, 
Chief  Jerome Udorji, Prof. 
Ben Nwabueze, a Consti-
tutional Lawyer, Kingsley 
Mbadiwe, Dr. Michael 
Iheonukara Okpara, Den-
nis Osadebe, among others.

Igboayaka decried the 
poor attitude of  the average 
Igbo politician whom he ac-
cused of  only acknowledg-
ing his lineage at four years 
intervals, hence during elec-
tioneering periods.

“To Igbo politicians, be-
ing Igbo comes in every 
four (4) years during elec-
tion time especially those 
in South-South Zone, this 
is what Gov. Ifeanyi Okowa 
has demonstrated. Sudden-
ly, my elder brother Ifeanyi 
Okowa has picked a new 
song of  being Igbo in his 

Idemili Leaders-of-Thought, Imeobi Igbo
call for Kanu’s release 
By Uzo Ugwunze

D
espite discharge of  
the leader of  Indige-
nous People of  Bia-

fra, IPoB, Nnamdi Kanu, 
by the Court of  Appeal the 
questions on the lips of  the 
Nigerians remain whether 
the federal government does 
not want to obey the court 
order in releasing Kanu and 
for what?

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Chairman, Leaders 
of  Thought, Idemili North 
and South Local Govern-
ment Areas of  Anambra 
State, Dr. Boniface Agbala 
expressed concern that Pres-
ident Muhammadu Buhari 
who told Igbo leaders point 
blank shortly after Kanu’s 
rendition to Nigeria that 
Kanu should go through 
court trials, has now chosen 
to disobey court verdict.

According to Dr. Agba-

la who is also the medical 
director of  Model Hospital 
and Maternity, Onitsha, 
federal government should 
understand that Kanu’s case 
has come to its dead end.

“At least for now, there is 
no more any charge hang-
ing on Kanu’s neck and as 
such, the federal govern-
ment has no option than 
to release him based on the 
Appeal Court verdict”. 

“I learnt government has 
filed an appeal at the Su-
preme Court against the 
Appeal court verdict but 
you can see that such move 
and the reservation of  judg-
ment in last Monday plea 
for stay of  execution about 
the discharge should let the 
world know that Federal 
Government has vested in-
terest in Kanu’s continued 
detention and that will in-
voke United Nations sledge 
hammer against the Nigeri-
an government. So, which-

ever way they go about it, 
the bottom line is to release 
him at last”.

In its own position, an-
other Pan Igbo Socio-cul-
tural Organisation, Imeobi 
Igbo enjoined President 
Muhammadu Buhari to 
quickly grab the opportuni-
ty offered him by judgment 
of  the Court of  Appeal 
which discharged Kanu 
and be Presidential enough 
by ensuring immediate 
compliance with the court 
verdict.

National Chairman of  
the group,  Dr Mike Ikegulu 
who stated this yesterday in 
a press statement via SMS, 
said Buhari should equally 
dissuade the Attorney-Gen-
eral of  the Federation, AG, 
Shehu Malami who they 
described as an overzealous 
person, from further dis-
tortions of  the law, thereby 
bringing Nigeria to interna-
tional disrepute and public 

public outings, Igboayaka 
stated.

Unfortunately one of  
great Igbo son Dennis 
Osadebe from Anioma 
wouldn’t be happy with the 
Zero participation of  Gov. 
Ifeanyi Okowa in Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo affairs. 

Dennis Osadebe went 
through hell to ensure that 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo estab-
lishment saw the light of  
the day, yet Okowa saw this 
sacrifice as nothing.

Continuing, Igboayaka 
regretted that Ala-Igbo Sus-
tainable Development Pro-

ject powered by Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo had gone into ex-
tinction, “while we have 
the likes of  Gov. Ifeanyi 
Okowa and other unpatri-
otic Igbo governors from 
South-east.

“Gov. Ifeanyi Okowa 
found it more vital to fund 
Atiku Abubakar’s presiden-
tial campaign than to sup-
port numerous projects go-
ing on at Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
Secretariat under the ami-
able leadership of  Prof. 
Amb. George Obiozor.

It’s pathetic that Gov. 
Ifeanyi Okowa who aban-

doned Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
for seven years with over 
200m unpaid monthly dues 
is seeking the supporting of  
his Igbo tribe to win 2023 
presidential election”

 “I challenge Gov Ifeany-
ichukwu Okowa to provide 
evidence of  his Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo statutory Monthly 
dues to general public, or 
any project he has sited in 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo secretar-
iat since he became Senator 
and Governor”

It’s a common saying that 
“Charity Begins at Home” 
but Gov Ifeanyi Okowa has 
failed in this area, he nev-
er imbibed the concept of  
“Ana esi na ulo mara mma 

puo na Ama” the concept 
of  “Umu Nna Bu Ike” and 
“Onye Aghala Nwanne 
Ya”

“May I, therefore, remind 
Gov. Ifeanyi Okowa that 
being an Igbo man should 
not only be when you need 
Ndigbo, but when Ndigbo 
need you

It’s truism that “Dike Ka 
Mba Ji A ga Mba” “Nku 
Di Na Mba na Eghere Mba 
Nri”, Ndigbo want you to 
prove that you’re “Dike” 
“Odogwu” at the point of  
needs of  Ndigbo not at the 
point of  your need from 
Ndigbo. Igboayaka con-
cluded.

ridicule.
Ime Obi Igbo expressed 

gratitude to God Almighty 
(Chukwu okike) for His Di-
vine intervention in the suit 
against the IPOB leader, 
adding, “We felicitate with 
Mazi Nnamdi Kanu, peo-
ple of  good conscience and 
lovers of  freedom on the ap-
peal court judgment which 
has just discharged acquit-
ted MNK”. 

“The very basis of  the 
appeal is the jurisdiction of  
Binta Nyako’s court to en-
tertain the charges brought 
by the FGN”. 

“This forum has always 
posited that MNK has no 
case to answer based on ex-
tant laws. The astute three-
man panel of  judges of  the 
Abuja Division of  the Court 
of  Appeal had to abide by 
the law and not to pander 
to the executive in a unani-
mous judgment”, the state-
ment added.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he legs of  a female 
victim of  a road ac-
cident in Umuahia 

have been amputated in the  
hospital where she was ad-
mitted to.

The victim, a widow, was 
overrun by a diesel tank-
er two weeks ago at Warri 
Street after the vehicle suf-
fered a brake failure.

It has now been revealed 
by a human rights activist, 
Comrade Nathan Amaraibe  
that attempts by members of  
a local revenue tasks force in 
Umuahia  to seize control 
of  the petrol tanker from its 
driver, caused the accident.

The tanker was convey-
ing diesel to a popular  tel-
ecommunications compa-
ny’s base in Abia  but on 
approaching Corporative 
junction by Isi gate, a group 
of  ‘Agberos’ jumped onto 
the vehicle  and ordered the 
driver to divert to a particu-
lar corner to settle them. 
But attempts by the driver 
to keep control of  the fuel 
laden tanker caused a break 
failure which claimed the 
legs of  the female victim.

Also destroyed in the car-
nage were shops, goods and 
vehicles worth millions of  
naira.

A fence demarcating the 
Central Police Station (CPS) 

Umuahia from Warri Street 
was also crushed down by 
the tanker after the break 
failure. Demanding justice 
for the victims, a human 
rights activist, Comrade 
Nathan Amaraibe of  Peo-
ple’s lives and Image (PLI) 
called for immediate arrest 
and prosecution  of  the 
task force members, warn-
ing that the calamity they 
caused should not be swept 
under the carpet. 

Comrade Amaraibe who 
flayed the proliferation of  
touts masquerading as rev-
enue agents  in the streets 
of  Umuahia, regretted that 
the situation was happening 
at the same time Abia State 
government said it was wag-
ing war against touting.

He called for justice for 
the widow who lost her legs 
to the accident while also 
demanding compensation 
for owners of  destroyed ve-
hicles and goods.

 “This woman is a widow, 
from information available 
to us at PLI. Based on her 
present condition, she may 
not have the capacity to pro-
vide for her children again 
and that is why the culprit’s 
responsible for this carnage 
must be fished out and pros-
ecuted without”, said PLI 
Chairman. He promised 
that his organisation would 
not relent until the victims 
of  the accident get justice.

... Widow’s legs amputated 

… Says Okowa’s Igbo identity claim very questionable
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Editorial

he African Development Bank T(AfDB) and the Japan International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA), have 

provided 244 million dollars for emergency 
food production in Nigeria.

The President of the AfDB, Dr Akinwumi 
A d e s i n a  h a s  r e ve a l e d  d u r i n g  t h e 
inauguration of the Special Agro-Industrial 
Processing Zones in Abuja that the African 
Development Bank's African Emergency 
Food Production Facility provided 134 
million dollars, while Japan International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA) provided 110 
million dollars.

 In his words “I would like to thank the 
Japanese International Development 
Agency (JICA) for co-financing this with an 
additional 110 million dollars.

“That means we collectively made 
available 244 million dollars for emergency 
food production in Nigeria.''

The AfDB's Chief further said there was 
the need for greater action, responsiveness, 
and delivery to avert a food crisis in the 
country.

He said more needed to be done to fully 
unlock the potential of Nigeria's agriculture, 
promote and support the agribusiness sector.

“Agriculture is critical for the survival of 
any nation. The most important role of any 
nation is to feed its people. Food is a 
fundamental human right.

“Transforming agriculture must start 
with recognising that agriculture is a 
business, a wealth creating sector, not just a 
way of life.

 “Unlocking wealth in agriculture 
requires the provision of  appropriate 
technologies  to  boost  productivity, 
development of agricultural value chains, 
financial structure to support agricultural 
va l u e  c h a i n s,  a n d  i nve s t m e n t s  i n 
infrastructure to unlock investments by food 
and agribusinesses.

“That is why the African Development 
Bank has inaugurated the development of 
Special Agro-Industrial Processing Zones 
(SAPZs).''

The AfDB President, also said the SAZPs 
were new economic zones located in rural 
areas which were to be fully supported by 
infrastructure.

He said the infrastructure included power, 
water, roads, digital, and logistics.

Adesina said the bank was providing 210 
million dollars for the development of the 
SAPZs in the country.

“We are delighted with our partnership 
with the Islamic Development Bank which is 
co-financing with 150 million dollars, and 
with the International Fund for Agricultural 
Development which is co-financing with 160 
million dollars.''

He also said the funds provided would 
allow food and agribusiness companies to be 
located within such zones.

“This will put them close to farmers in 

production catchment areas, provide market 
off takes for farmers, support processing and 
value addition, reduce food losses, and allow 
the emergence of highly competitive food 
and agricultural value chains.''

Meanwhile, he said that he knew Nigeria 
needed to diversify its economy by turning 
agriculture into a wealth-creating sector 
with highly competitive agricultural value 
chains.

 “Seven years after my being Minister of 
Agriculture of  Nigeria, the dream to 
establish these SAPZs continued.

“I continued to push for the establishment 
of the SAPZs when I was elected president of 
the African Development Bank in 2015.

“Today, the African Development Bank is 
investing more than one billion dollars in 
SAPZs in 18 African countries.

 “Seven years was a long wait, but today, I 
am delighted that the Special Agro-
Industrial Processing Zones (SAPZs) have 
finally become a reality in Nigeria.''

Adesina said the SAPZs would transform 
the food and agriculture sector.

He also said the zones would attract 
private agribusinesses to be located in 
infrastructure-enabled rural areas, and 
create massive amounts of  jobs across 
agricultural value chains.

The AfDB president said they would 
reduce rural to urban migration, expand the 
fiscal space, and enhance the emergence of 
competitive agricultural value chains.

“Most importantly, the SAPZs will help 
to transform rural economies of Nigeria to 
zones of economic prosperity, boosting 
wealth and livelihoods,'' he said

According to Adesina, the SAPZs are 
being developed closely with the state 
governments.

 “I am delighted that already, 19 
additional state governments have indicated 
interests to also establish special agro-
industrial processing zones.''

He said the AfDB would work with all 
development partners to scale up the SAPZs 
across the country.

Adesina also said several domestic and 
private sector firms had already expressed 
interests in locating in the zones.

 “Together with our partners, we will 
work alongside the states and the Federal 
Government to help attract finance, support 
speedy implementation, and ensure that 
Nigeria unlocks its agricultural potential,'' 
he said.

While expressing gratitude to the African 
Development Bank (AfDB) and the Japan 
International Cooperation Agency (JICA), 
for the gesture, it is therefore our cravings 
that the money be properly invested into the 
into the ideal intent by the federal 
government of Nigeria in order to make it 
productive and gainful.

AS AfDB, JICA deliver
$244m towards waging
Nigeria's food crises
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Opinion

he President, Major TGeneral Muhammadu 
Buhari (retd.), about 

two weeks ago, presented the 
2023 Appropriation Bill and 
its details to the National 
A s s e m b l y .  B u d g e t 
presentation usually discloses 
the planned income and 
e x p e n d i t u r e  a n d 
a c c o m p a n y i n g  f i s c a l , 
monetary and other policy 
frameworks for the New Year. 
This discourse reviews the key 
components of  the proposed 
2023 federal budget and what 
it holds for the economic 
position of  Nigeria. It seeks to 
answer the question: whether 
the estimates are realistic and 
achievable in the light of  
official economic data and 
previous macroeconomic 
performance.

T h e  u n d e r l y i n g 
macroeconomic projections 
are the oil price benchmark of  
$70 per barrel;  daily oil 
production estimate of  1.69 
million barrels (inclusive of  
condensates of  300,000 to 
400,000 barrels per day); and 
exchange rate of  N435.57 per 
US Dollar. The oil price 
benchmark and oil production 
(mbpd) are provided at a time 
Nigerian National Petroleum 
Company has become a 
limited liability company and 
is no longer under obligation 
to simply sell crude oil and 
remit the proceeds to the 
Federa t ion  Account  for 
sharing by the three tiers of  
government. The implication 

is that it can only remit profits 
at the end of  a year or at agreed 
intervals. It is acknowledged 
that the quantum and price of  
crude oil are very important 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e 
p r o f i t a b i l i t y  o f  N N P C 
Limited.  However, the most 
important consideration is 
t h a t  t h e  p r o f i t  i s  n o t 
necessarily tied to the price of  
crude. The company will pay 
for investments and other 
business outgoings before it 
c a n  r e t u r n  a  p r o f i t . 
Furthermore, not all profit will 
be distributed as dividends as 
the company will be entitled to 
retain some part of  it for future 
investments.

The  Na i ra  has  been 
depreciating due to low oil 
sales and revenue, capital 
flight, restrictive policies, etc. 
Nigeria's multiple exchange 
rates demand action for 
h a r m o n i s a t i o n  a n d 
convergence or at least, steps 
towards harmonisation. The 
Parallel Market hovers around 
N735; Investors and Exporters 
window is about N434 while 
the 2023 budget proposal is 
N435.57. This creates room 
for rent-seeking and arbitrage. 
The budget exchange rate 
projection is a flight of  fancy 
and not grounded on reality.

The proposal is for a total 
expenditure of  N20.5tn. To 
fund the expenditure is total 
available revenue of  N9.73tn 
including the retained revenue 
of  63 Government Owned 
Enterprises estimated at 

N2.42tn. This creates a deficit 
of  N10.78tn representing 
4.78% of  estimated GDP and 
this is above the 3% threshold 
set by the Fiscal Responsibility 
Act 2007. The deficit is to be 
met  by  new bor rowings 
totalling N8.80tn, N206.18bn 
from Privatisation Proceeds 
and N1.77tn drawdown on 
bilateral/multilateral loans 
s e c u r e d  f o r  s p e c i f i c 
development projects. In 
essence, the projected actual 
r e v e n u e  i s  4 7 . 5 %  o f  
expenditure while the deficit 
f u n d i n g  i s  5 2 . 5 %  o f  
expenditure. What is the 
implication of  this projection 
for our debt reality?

Nigeria's outstanding debt 
at the end of  June 2022 is 
r e p o r t e d  b y  t h e  D e b t 
M a n a g e m e n t  O f f i c e  a t 
N42.845tn ($103.312bn). This 
excludes the N20tn in Ways 
and Means financing from the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria, 
which when added brings the 
t o t a l  t o  N 6 2 . 8 4 5 t n 
($151.538bn). When the new 
borrowing proposal is added 
to existing debts, it will come 
up to N71.64trn. Federal 
Government may need to 
borrow more than projected in 
2023 because of  two major 
reasons. The first is that the 
asset to be privatised has not 
been specifically identified 
and privatisation proceeds 
have been a funding item in 
previous budgets without any 
accruing revenue. The second 
i s  t h e  p e r e n n i a l  p o o r 

performance of  revenue 
estimates. As at 31st July 
2022, Federal Government's 
retained revenue was N3.66tn, 
excluding the revenue of  
GOEs, a mere 63% of  target. 
There is no guarantee that the 
revenue projection of  N9.73tn 
will be met.

The expenditure proposal 
is  made up of  statutory 
transfers of  N744.11bn; non-
deb t  r ecur ren t  cos t s  o f  
N8.27tn including personnel 
costs of  N4.99tn, pensions, 
gratuities and retirees' benefits 
of  N854.8bn; overheads of  
N 1 . 1 1 t n .  A l s o,  c a p i t a l 
expenditure projection is 
N5.35tn, including the capital 
component  of  s ta tutor y 
transfers; debt service of  
N6.31tn; and sinking fund of  
N247.73bn to retire certain 
maturing bonds. Thus, at 
N6.55tn, debt/sinking funds 
is the highest expenditure 
head. If  2022's actual revenue 
accrual is used as a benchmark 
(just N3.66tn retained revenue 
in July), the whole retained 
revenue may be dedicated to 
debt service in 2023. When the 
proposed new borrowing is 
juxtaposed wi th  capi ta l 
expenditure, it shows that 
Federal Government is not 
borrowing to fund capital 
expenditure but also to service 
debts and pay salaries. This is 
contrary to the provisions of  
the Fiscal Responsibility Act.

The framework of  the 
2023 budget proposal shows 
that Federal Government has 
given up on critical reforms it 
needs to make. The reform is 
on fuel subsidy. The first 
component is that Federal 
Government was expected to 
c o n d u c t  a n  o p e n  a n d 
transparent public inquiry to 
determine the actual PMS 
consumption, on the basis of  
which a final subsidy decision 
will be made. There is prima 
facie evidence to indicate that 
the figures churned out by 
NNPC Limited are inflated. 
The second component is a 
phased withdrawal of  fuel 
subsidy after certifying the 
actual fuel consumption. But 
Federal Government has 
shied away from this critical 
reform. Furthermore, Federal 
Government was expected to 
take targeted, concrete and 
deliberate steps to tackle oil 
theft. Again, it has thrown its 
hands in the air considering 
the less than 2mbpd oil 
production estimate.

Between 2020 to 2022, a 
total of  N16.4tn was foregone 
as tax expenditure while 
Federal Government and the 
states continued to pile up 
debts. The proposal in the 
Medium Term Expenditure 
Framework 2023-205 to give 
away about N5.204tn in 2023  
while Federal Government 
a n d  t h e  s t a t e s  i n c u r 
humungous deficits is difficult 
to reconcile under fiscal 
responsibility rules. S.29 (1) of  
the FRA is titled restriction on 
the grant of  tax relief. It states: 
“ A n y  p r o p o s e d  t a x 
e x p e n d i t u r e  s h a l l  b e 
accompanied by an evaluation 
of  its budgetary and financial 
implications in the year it 
becomes effective and in the 
three subsequent years, and 
shall only be approved by the 
Minis ter,  i f  i t  does  not 
adversely impair the revenue 
estimates in the annual budget 
or if  it is accompanied by 
countervai l ing measures 
during the period mentioned 
in this subsection through 
revenue increasing measures 
such as tax rate raises and 
expansion of  the tax base”.

T h e r e  i s  n o 
documentat ion showing 
evidence of  compliance with 
the provisions of  the FRA on 
these tax expenditures. There 
is no evidence of  an evaluation 
o f  the i r  bud ge ta r y  a nd 
financial implications in the 
years they were granted and in 
the three subsequent years. 
These expenditures adversely 
i m p a i r e d  t h e  r e v e n u e 
estimates and there were no 
countervai l ing measures 
through revenue increases, etc. 
It is therefore recommended 
that the FRA should be 
amended in the Finance Act 
2022 to remove the power to 
grant tax expenditures from 
the Minister or the Executive 
and only place a duty on the 
Executive to document the 
recommendations, proposals 
and justif ication for tax 
expenditure subject to the 
approval of  the legislature. 
Also, tax expenditures should 
be capped at not more than 
10% of  projected revenue 
every year or within the 
medium term.

It is not too late to adopt 
the above reforms and thereby 
drastically reduce the deficit 
and make the budget more 
realistic. Otherwise, the 2023 
budget  appears  dead on 
arrival.

2023 Federal Budget Estimates: Dead on
Arrival 

Buhari

By Eze Onyekpere



News	Echo	                                             Page 6

Ataga: Absence of prosecution witness
stalls murder trial

A bene�ciary receiving her empowerment package at the skill acquisition event in Anambra.

T
he trial of  an under-
graduate, Chidinma 
Ojukwu, for murder 

of  the Chief  Executive Of-
ficer of  Super TV, Mr Usi-
fo Ataga, was on Tuesday 
stalled due to absence of  a 
prosecution witness.

Ojukwu is standing trial 
before a Lagos High Court 
sitting at the Tafawa Bale-
wa Square.

She is also charged with 
stealing and forgery along-
side her sister, Chioma Eg-
buchu, and one Adedapo 
Quadri.

On Monday, Lagos State 
Deputy Director of  Public 
Prosecutions (DDPP), Mrs 

A. O. Oluwafemi, told the 
court that the case was for 
continuation of  trial.

She, however, said that 
the ninth prosecution 
witness, DSP Olusegun 
Bamidele, who had not 
finished his evidence, was 
absent in court.

According to the DDPP, 
the witness sent a text mes-
sage informing her that he 
was drenched by rain and 
unable to get transportation 
to the court.

She apologised for the 
witness’s absence.

Counsel to the defend-
ants, Mr Onwuka Egwu, 
Mr Babatunde Busari and 

Terror threat: Politicians’ inciteful statements
causing our problems - Former DSS Director, Ejiofor 

I
n the wake of  a terror 
threat in Abuja revealed 
by the United States 

(US) Embassy, a former Di-
rector of  the Department of  
State Services (DSS), Mike 
Ejiofor has partly blamed 
politicians for fuelling the 
situation.

Ejiofor was featured 
on Arise Television pro-
gramme, News Night on 
Monday. The former direc-
tor while reacting to the US 
terror threat claimed that 
the actions and inactions of  
aspiring candidates for the 
2023 presidential election 
played a huge role in origi-
nating such intelligence.

According to him, “politi-
cians are the people causing 
the problems” and there is a 
need for “government and 
politicians to mind what 
they say”.

He added, “They should 
be conscious of  what they 
say, avoid divisive, inflam-
matory and inciting state-
ments. They should be 
guarded and that is why the 
INEC has also summoned 
politicians to remind them 
of  the peace pact that they 
already signed and the need 

for them to play by the rules 
because the politicians are 
the people causing the prob-
lems.

“They inflame passion. 
They say divisive things and 
bring up issues that divide 
the country, and it is based 
on this threat that the US 
is making its analysis even 
though there has been an 
exchange of  intelligence 
between the Nigerian gov-
ernment and the US gov-
ernment.”

On the role of  a collective 
responsibility geared to-
wards a safe country, Ejiofor 
pleaded with Nigerians not 
to leave the job of  security 
to the relevant authorities 
alone but rather “be ready 
to offer information, be on 
the alert and be vigilant.”

Ejiofor who noted that the 
country cannot take such a 
threat from an external par-
ty for granted urged security 
agencies on the need to “up 
their game” regardless of  
daunting challenges.

The US had issued an ad-
visory to its citizens living 
in Nigeria and residents of  
Abuja to remain vigilant 
and report any suspicious 

activities to security agen-
cies.

The advisory followed 
a threat to attack the gov-
ernment’s infrastructure, 
schools and other public 
places in the capital city.

Similarly, the United 
Kingdom and Canadian 

Miss M. A. Abia-Bassey, 
said that the prosecution 
counsel had earlier in-
formed them of  the devel-
opment.

They did not object to ad-
journment of  the case.

Justice Yetunde Adesan-
ya consequently adjourned 
the trial until Oct. 27.

At the last proceedings, 
on Oct. 18, a recorded vid-
eo footage of  a confession-
al statement of  Ojukwu 

was played in court.
In the video, Ojukwu, the 

first defendant in the case, 
denied killing Ataga.

Ojukwu said that she did 
not know who killed Ata-
ga.

She said that she went 
out, came back and saw 
Ataga on the floor of  an 
apartment in which she 
stayed with Ataga, and 
then quickly picked her 

things and left.
Ojukwu said in the vid-

eo that she left because she 
was scared.

However, on Oct. 11, 
when the video recording 
was first played, it showed 
lifeless body of  Ataga and 
showed Ojukwu admitting 
killing him.

Ojukwu, an undergradu-
ate of  the University of  La-
gos, was arraigned along-

side Quadri and Egbuchu 
on Oct.12, 2021, on a nine-
count charge.

Ojukwu and Quadri are 
facing the first to eight 
counts bordering on con-
spiracy, murder, stabbing, 
forgery, making of  bank 
statements and stealing.

The third defendant, Eg-
buchu, is facing the ninth 
count of  receiving a stolen 
iPhone 7 belonging to At-
aga.

Ojukwu and Quadri are 
alleged to have conspired 
and murdered Ataga on 
June 15, 2021, by stabbing 
him several times with a 
knife on the neck and chest.

The alleged incident took 
place at No. 19, Adewale 
Oshin St., Lekki Phase 1, 
Lagos State.

governments had advised its 
citizen to avoid non-essen-
tial travels to Abuja over the 
increased threat of  terrorist 
attacks.

However, the police force 
has assured Nigerians that 
there was no cause for alarm 
and vowed to re-strategize.

News

NHFESS seeks to partner with police, 
other security agencies to fight crimes in 
Ebonyi
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Nigeria Hunter 
and Forest Security 
Service, NHFESS in 

Ebonyi State says it would 
continue to partner with 
the police and other securi-
ty agencies to fight against 
crimes and criminality.

The State commander, Mr 
Lary Igwe said the agency 
was established to compli-
ment the effort of  the police 
and other security agents 
in combating crime, noting 
their previous collaborations. 
Igwe, who stated this while 
visiting the Police Area Com-
mander in Afikpo North 
Local Government Area, 
Mr. Stanley Egbo, explained 
that members of  the body 
have been operating and 
collaborating with police at 
national, state and local lev-
els across the country and 
wondered why the recent 
pronouncement and banning 
of  NHFESS activities and 
operation in Afikpo North 
Local Government Area of  
the State.

According to Igwe, “the 
bill to establish NHFESS 

has passed both green and 
red chambers of  the Nation-
al assembly and waiting for 
the assent of  the president 
Muhammadu Buhari.” He 
maintained that the body is 
apolitical, and called on the 
Afikpo North council chair-
man to embrace it and join in 
the recruitment of  men with 
good character who would 
serve the people.

“NHFESS have come to 
serve the people and every 
government in power to en-
sure that peace returns in 
every nook and cranny of  the 
country”, Igwe said. Mean-
while, the Afikpo North Po-
lice area commander, Mr. 
Stanley Egbo commended 
the NHFESS for their con-
tributions to security across 
the Country and described 
security as everyone’s busi-
ness. Egbo equally called on 
members of  the public to as-
sist the security agencies with 
relevant information to help 
fight against criminality. The 
familiarization visit is sched-
uled to go across the 13 local 
government areas in the state 
to sensitize the people on the 
activities of  NHFESS.

Finebone, 17 others confirmed as 
Commissioners-designate in Rivers
From Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt

T
he Rivers State 
House of  Assembly 
has screened and 

confirmed eighteen com-
missioners-designate as for-
warded by the Rivers state 
Governor, Nyesom Wike.

 Speaking during the 
screening, the Leader of  
the house, Martins Amae-
whule moved a motion for 
a former member of  the 
house of  Representative, 
Jacobson Nbina to take a 
bow and leave. Amaewhule 
also moved a motion for 
Former Commissioners 
that have served in the state 
executive council to exit the 
chamber. 

On her part, the mem-
ber representing Okrika 
state constituency, Linda 
steward pleaded with the 
house to allow the former 
spokesperson of  the APC 
Chris Finebone to exit the 
house due to his good rela-
tionship with widows and 
his advocate for women’s 
rights in the state. 

The speaker of  the 
house, Ikuiyi Ibani after 
the debate called for a vote 
as members unanimously 
voted for the confirmation 
of  the commissioner nom-
inees. 

After the screening, Chris 
Finebone thanked the law-
makers for their develop-
mental work for the state.

Court nullifies APC Primaries in 
Rivers State
From Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt

F
ederal High Court sit-
ting in Port Harcourt 
has nullified all the 

Primary elections conducted 
by the All Progressives Con-
gress in Rivers State. 

The judge ruled that the 
APC during it primaries 
unlawfully excluded some 
members of  the party as del-
egates to the primaries. One 
George Orlu and four others 
had approached the court 

requesting that the primaries 
of  APC in state be nullified 
following their alleged ex-
clusion as delegates in the 
process. Justice E.A Obile 
in judgement agreed with 
the plaintiffs that they were 
wrongfully excluded in the 
election as delegates to par-
ticipate in the party prima-
ries.

 News Echo reports that 
Justice Obile also ruled that 
all APC candidates should 
not be recognised as candi-
dates.

Wednesday 26 - Thursday 27 October, 2022 
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Event Diary

head of  the 2023 

Aelection, the Nigeria 
pol ice  Force  has 

announced a conference and 
retreat for it's senior officers.

News Echo gathered that 
3 day Retreat by the police 
force will hold n Owerri, Imo 
state having the Imo state 
governor,  Senator Hope 
Uzodimma as  the host . 
According to the IGP, Usman 
A k a l i  B a b a  w h o  s p o k e 
through the Force Public 
Relations Officer, FPRO, CSP 
Olumuyiwa Adejobi, said the 
Conference and Retreat for 
Senior Police Officers will be 
taking place from October 
31st to November 2nd this 
year. He declared that the 
Nigeria Police Force and 
other Security Forces are fully 
prepared for” free, Fair, 
credible and acceptable polls 
come 2023.

He however cautioned 
political Actors to "play by the 
rules of  the game and to stop 
overheating the system, 
saying era of  ballots snatching 
was gone for good in the 
country based on the various 
innovation being introduced 
into the system by the INEC"

He said that the Owerri 
Retreat was being put in place 
to map out strategies for the 
conduct of  the 2023 general 

elections. According to the 
IGP, the theme of  the retreat 
which is "The imperative of   a 
Nigerian police Strategic plan 
for peaceful election"  will be 
attended by Senior Police 
Officers from the ranks of  
Commissioners of  Police, the 
Presidential Candidates of  all 
the registered Political parties 
and personnel from other 
sister security agencies In his 
words, “we are assuring 
N i g e r i a n s  a n d  t h e 
international community that 
the 2023 general Elections 
will hold as planned by the 
I n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i o n a l 
Electoral Commission, INEC 
in all the 36 States of  the 
Federation and the federal 
Capi ta l  Ter r i tor y,  FCT, 
Abuja, the country is enjoying 
relative Peace now and we are 
going to sustain this, the 
President and Commander- 
In -Chie f  o f  the  Ar med 
Forces, Mohammadu Buhari 
has promised times without 
numbers to give the Nation a 
p e a c e f u l  f r e e  a n d  f a i r 
Elections, come 2023".

“The President has been 
keeping to his words by 
encouraging us and the 
secur i ty  forces  towards 
achieving this, we will have no 
excuse to fail the Nation, also 
Nigerians too have been 

helping the Police and other 
s ecur i ty  Agenc ie s  wi th 
credible information in their 
localities.” So there is no 
course for concern about the 
general Elections, we are 
working hard to make the 
polls a huge success, likewise 
the INEC is doing the same 
thing, if  your snatch ballot 
papers or boxes, from a 
location to another location, 
you are only wasting your 
time because with the new 
arrangements being put in 
place by the INEC, such 
Electoral materials will not 
valid in that location your are 
taking them to, you will be 
caught by security agents and 
be made to face the law.

The Police boss explained 
that the third edition of  the 
Conference and Retreat for 
Senior Police Officers by 
M a t c h m a k e r s  C o n s u l t 
International in conjunction 
w i t h  t h e  I m o  S t a t e 
Government was designed  to 
give the Nation a credible 
polls.

According to him, “this 
edition, with the theme 'The 
Imperative of  a Nigeria Police 
Strategic Plan for Peaceful 
Elections', is part of  the IGP's 
c o n t i n u i n g  e f f o r t  t o 
adequately prepare officers 
and men of  the Force to play a 

more effective and efficient 
role in the management of  
security during the General 
E l e c t i o n s  i n  2 0 2 3 . wa s 
designed on assumption of  
office to bequeath the nation 
with a policing system that is 
citizen-centred, technology-
based".

The Police boss disclosed 
that the opening ceremony of  
the  even t  wou ld  be  on 
Monday 31 October 2022 at 
the Landmark Event Centre 
i n  O w e r r i .  P r e s i d e n t 
Muhammadu Buhari   would 
deliver the keynote address. 

He added that  other  
dignitaries scheduled to 
attend the opening ceremony 
a r e  S e n a t o r  H o p e 
Uzodimma, the Executive 
Governor of  Imo State, the 
Minister of  Police Affairs and 
other  cabinet  members, 
Senators and Honourable 
Members of  the House of  
Representatives, Secretary to 
the Federal Government, 
Service Chiefs and heads of  
security agencies, Chairman 
of  the Independent National 
E l e c t o r a l  C o m m i s s i o n 
( INEC) ,  Chai r men and 
Presidential Candidates of  all 
pol i t ica l  par t ies,  media 
executives and members of  
the civil society. 

According to him, “it is 
greatly believed that the 
conference and retreat will 
strengthen the resolve of  the 
strategic police managers and 
members of  other security 
a g e n c i e s  w h o  s h a l l  b e 
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  2 0 2 3 
electioneering process to put 
their best to accomplish free, 
fair, credible and secure 2023 
general elections that we may 
all leave a legacy on which 
basis posterity would adjudge 
us kindly. “The President has 
been keeping to his words by 
encouraging us and the 
secur i ty  forces  towards 
achieving this, we will have no 
excuse to fail the Nation 
adding that Nigerians too 
have been helping the Police 
and other security Agencies 
with credible information in 
their localities. “So there is no 
course for concern about the 
general Elections, we are 
working hard to make the 
polls a huge success, likewise 
the INEC is doing the same 
thing, if  your snatch ballot 
papers or boxes, from a 

location to another location, 
you are only wasting your 
time because with the new 
arrangements being put in 
place by the INEC, such 
Electoral materials will not 
valid in that location your are 
taking them to, you will be 
caught by security agents and 
be made to face the law

“Arrangements are in the 
t o p  ge a r  t o  s e c u r e  t h e 
electorates, Electoral officials 
and citizens, 2023 Elections 
will be the best in the anal of  
our dear Country, there is 
security threat now and we 
don't envisage any in future

 T h e  P o l i c e  b o s s 
explained that the third 
edition of  the Conference and 
Retreat for Senior Police 
Officers by Matchmakers 
Consult International in 
partnership with the Imo 
S t a t e  G ove r n m e n t  wa s 
designed to give the Nation 
credible polls.

According to him, “this 
edition, with the theme 'The 
Imperative of  a Nigeria Police 
Strategic Plan for Peaceful 
Elections', is part of  the IGP's 
c o n t i n u i n g  e f f o r t  t o 
adequately prepare officers 
and men of  the Force to play a 
more effective and efficient 
role in the management of  
security during the General 
E l e c t i o n s  i n  2 0 2 3 . wa s 
designed on assumption of  
office as the 21st Indigenous 
IGP to bequeath the nation 
with a policing system that is 
citizen-centred, technology-
based, and whose officers' 
protect with courage and 
serve with compassion. 

He added that  other 
dignitaries scheduled to 
attend the opening ceremony 
a r e  S e n a t o r  H o p e 
Uzodimma, the Executive 
Governor of  Imo State, the 
Minister of  Police Affairs and 
other  cabinet  members, 
Senators and Honourable 
Members of  the House of  
Representatives, Secretary to 
the Federal Government, 
Service Chiefs and heads of  
security agencies amongst 
o t h e r s .  T h e  I m o  s t a t e 
gover nor  Senator  Hope 
Uzodimma while speaking 
expressed delight in hosting 
the 2023 retreat as he declared 
that the state is blessed to host 
such an auspicious event.

Nigerian Police Force to hold retreat
in Imo

Uzodimma Baba
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News  

2023 Presidency:  Give us security for  campaigns 
– Peter Obi campaign team cry out

Commissioner for Local Government Affairs, Hon Collins Nwabunwanne (centre), Commissioner for Culture, Tourism and enter-
tainment, Hon Donatus Onyenji, Consultant on Human Capital development for the of�ce of the Vice president of Nigeria, Prof Kate 
Omenugha, Idemili South Transition Chairman, Mrs Amaka Obi (Iyom Idemili) with other dignitaries during the Skill acquisition and 
empowerment for women commissioning at ISLGA Secretariat, Ojoto.

T
he Labour Party has 
requested adequate 
security for the party 

during its campaign rallies 
from the Nigeria Police 
and other security organi-
zations. Abayomi Arabam-
bi, the Labour Party’s Na-
tional Publicity Secretary, 
revealed that the group had 
written to the police re-
questing protection.

He said: “Although of-
ficially we have written 
for protection, we will not 
mind taking private securi-
ty (guards) who will be loy-
al to the cause.

 “With or without the US 
security advisory alert, La-

bour Party is already under 
attack from the APC-led 
Federal Government. Our 
supporters were attacked in 
Lagos, Bayelsa, and Ebonyi 
during rallies and even re-
cently by the Iyaloja Gener-
al of  Lagos in conjunction 
with Governor Sanwo-Olu 
where our members trade. 

“They were forced to pay 
N5, 000 for the Tinubu ral-
ly. If  you cannot pay, they 
take over their shops. It was 
all over the media, yet se-
curity agencies closed their 
eyes to this.”

This comes after the 
United States of  America 
and the United Kingdom 

Anambra flooding: Five women give 
birth in Onitsha IDP camp
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

N
o fewer than five 
women from the 
flooded com-

munities camping at the 
Crowther Memorial Prima-
ry School Camp, Onitsha, 
Anambra State, have deliv-
ered babies.

Our correspondent, who 
visited the camp on Mon-
day, gathered that the wom-
en were immediately taken 
to the General Hospital, 
Onitsha for proper medica-
tion. Speaking to our corre-
spondent at the camp, the 
camp supervisor, Theresa 
Okoye, said many groups 
and individuals have visited 

the camp with food items 
and relief  materials.

Okoye disclosed that the 
inmates, numbering about 
1,800, came from the 17 dif-
ferent communities of  the 
Anambra West Local Gov-
ernment Area, including 
Nzam, Ukwala, Inoma, and 
Owele, among others. 

This is just as the inmates 
complain that the relief  ma-
terials donated to them do 
not get to them, who are 
supposed to be the target 
beneficiaries. 

They lamented that they 
use the little money they 
are left with to buy soaps 
and other groceries for their 
laundry needs when a lot of  
such items were brought to 

the camp.
They identified their ma-

jor problem in the camp as 
a lack of  sleeping materials 
such as mattresses, as many 
of  them sleep on bare floors 
and in the open.

They said, “We appeal 
to the government, groups, 
and individuals visiting the 
camp to share the relief  ma-
terials for all the refugees 
directly rather than hand-
ing them over to particular 
persons.

 “The relief  materials 
don’t get to us. We use our 
money to buy soaps and 
tubes of  toothpaste, where-
as all these items were 
brought by the donors. The 

have expressed concern 
over the prospect of  a ter-
rorist strike in Abuja.

The US Embassy in 
Abuja issued a message on 
Sunday informing people 
that it will provide fewer 
services up until further 
notice and advising them 
to refrain from making any 
unneeded movements.

The message also men-
tioned additional potential 
targets for the terrorists, 
such as government build-
ings, houses of  worship, 
schools, marketplaces, re-
tail centers, hotels, bars, res-
taurants, sporting events, 
transportation hubs, and 
offices of  international or-

ganizations.
Additionally, the United 

Kingdom urged its citizens 
in Nigeria to exercise cau-
tion and maintain vigilance 
in a statement released on 
Sunday by its embassy in 
Abuja.

In order to avoid becom-
ing a target of  a terrorist 
attack, the British govern-
ment also asked its resi-
dents to pay attention to 
local news and security of-
ficials’ recommendations.

In response, Peter Obi 
outlined the requirements 
for halting the protests and 
added that political causes 
shouldn’t be surrendered in 
favor of  people’s lives.

Peter Obi urged all presi-
dential contenders to meet 
with President Muham-
madu Buhari to discuss the 
national insecurity while 
speaking through his me-
dia assistant, Emeka Obasi.

He said, “These are hu-
man lives we are talking 
about. I think it is high 
time all the presidential 
candidates in this election 
sat the president down and 
discuss the insecurity issue. 
Otherwise, it is not going 
to be business as usual for 
people to go out anyhow 
for rallies.

 “What if  along the way, 
something happens to 
some people? Imagine if  a 

bomb blast goes off  some-
where, every party, not just 
LP, is likely to postpone or 
cancel their campaign out-
right. Insecurity is a very 
serious issue.

“On our part, we are not 
taking the security alert 
lightly because this is com-
ing directly from the US In-
telligence. For an American 
government to issue a such 
alert, it is not for nothing. 
Terror is terror everywhere. 
Nobody is safe.

“This is why I mentioned 
earlier that my principal is 
not something that will ig-
nore this kind of  threat and 
pretend all is well.

cash the donors bring al-
ways ends up in a few peo-
ple’s pockets, and it is not a 
good idea.

 “We need cash which will 
help us rebuild our lives to 
enable us to start life afresh 
when we go back home 
when the flood recedes. “All 
of  us here are not with our 
complete families. Some of  
our children and wives are 
in different camps depend-
ing on the area you find 
yourself  in. 

“We found ourselves here, 
but some of  our family 
members found themselves 
somewhere else. It is after 
the flood that we will reu-
nite ourselves”.

 100 youths benefit from skill 
acquisition programme in 
Anambra 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

A 
total of  one hun-
dred youths have 
benefited from 

skills training sponsored by 
Dalch Foundation. They 
were trained on tailoring, 
shoe and bag making, cater-
ing, decoration, cosmetics, 
knitting, computer and hair 
dressing. They were also 
empowered with startup kits 
so as to enable them to start 
up their businesses. 

Speaking at Umueze Isuo-
fia in Aguata Local Gov-
ernment Area, during the 
graduation of  the pioneer 
set of  the training by the 
Foundation, the benefactor 
of  the foundation, Engr. 
Emeka Ezenwanne said the 
foundation came as an ap-
preciation to God for a great 
thing done for him and his 
family which inspired him 
to erect a center to train and 
empower youths to become 
self  reliant.

He frowned at some 
youths who have resorted 
to begging and other forms 
of  vices, saying that it is not 
what Ndi Igbo are known 
for. 

The Traditional Ruler of  
Isuofia, Igwe Christopher 
Muoghalu described the 
move as a welcome devel-
opment which will help to 
harness the potential of  the 
youths and commended 
Engr. Ezenwanne for the 
foresight.

In a welcome address, the 
co-coordinator of  the Skill 
Acquisition Center, Mrs 
Peace Nwachukwu said that 
the mission of  the center is 
to eradicate poverty, unem-

ployment, crime and give 
the youths a voice in the so-
ciety. 

On his part, the Transi-
tion Committee Chairman 
of  Aguata Local Govern-
ment Area, Dr Chibueze 
Oforbike noted that those 
trained have no other excuse 
not to be responsible in life 
as the training and empow-
erment will go a long way 
in reducing unemployment 
and crime in the society 
promising that they will do 
all within their reach to en-
gage the youths at the local 
government level.

In their separate speech-
es, the Chairman, Anambra 
State Sports Commission, 
Mr Patrick Onyedum and 
the Chairman on the occa-
sion, Chief  Titus Anagbogu 
maintained that the training 
is in line with the appren-
ticeship mantra champi-
oned by Governor Chukwu-
ma Soludo, noting that from 
the knowledge garnered, 
the beneficiaries can align 
themselves anywhere and 
start something meaningful, 
thanking Ezenwanne for 
bringing light to the people 
of  the area.

While thanking their ben-
efactor, some of  the benefi-
ciaries, including Chidinma 
Ofokaja, Chioma Okeke, 
Uzochukwu Ibemesi and 
Okoli Chioma expressed joy 
for the opportunity to be ex-
posed to the skills that will 
help them positively in life. 
News Echo gathered that 
the Dalch Foundation was 
founded in March 2022 by 
a former Commissioner for 
Public Utilities in Anambra 
State, Engr. Emeka Ezen-
wanne to mark his fiftieth 
birthday.

Our supporters forced to pay N5,000 for the Tinubu rally, or relinquish their shops



Abia gets new Commissioner of Police

Rivers State Varsity students protest 
over ‘no school fees, no exam’ policy
From Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt

S
ome Students of  Riv-
ers State University 
who are affected by 

the school policy of  ‘no 
school fees, no examina-
tion’ have staged a protest 
at the main entrance of  the 
University. 

The Students who car-
ried placards with different 
inscription said they are not 
pleased with the way the 
management of  the school 
is treating the students. 

Some of  the aggrieved 
students especially the final 
year students pleaded with 

the school management to 
allow them pay by install-
ment and write their exam-
inations.

 They said the school au-
thority can still collect their 
fees when the students come 
for clearance and collection 
of  result. 

The students, while call-
ing on Rivers State gover-
nor,  Nyesom Wike to in -
tervene to enable them take 
part in the forth-coming ex-
amination, said that it will 
be wrong for them to stay 
in school for another ex-
tra year because of  unpaid 
school fees which can be 
collected during clearance.
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Blackout: Anambra city threatens to
shut DISCO offices

FRSC Imo Sector Command �ags off ‘Ember Months’ Free Auto Crash Campaign.

T
he community of  
Umuawulu in An-
ambra State’s Awka 

South Municipality has 
threatened to close the Enu-
gu Electricity Distribution 
Company’s Auka office if  it 
refuses to restore utilities to 
the community within two 
weeks. , under the auspices 
of  the Umuaulu Electricity 
Consumers Forum, wrote to 
the EEDC calling for the im-
mediate restoration of  power 
to the area as the EEDC has 
completed its curtailment 
process.

The letter, co-signed by the 
coordinator and convener, 
Comrade Oshita Obi, and his 
secretary, Another Kingsley 
Oniebuchi, was released to 
journalists on Tuesday.

According to the letter, the 
community is kicking against 
the continuous blackout, 
adding that there is no basis 
for the EEDC to put them 
in darkness still, having con-
cluded their de-bulking pro-
cess.

It was also copied to the 

state Commissioner of  Police 
and the Director-General of  
the Department of  State Se-
curity, Anambra command.

In the letter, the community 
said it has settled all debts to 
the electricity company and 
met all the necessary condi-
tions for debulking six trans-
formers in the area.

It added that the debulk-
ing process was completed 
in February 2022, when the 
last verification exercise was 
done.

The community, therefore, 
demanded the immediate res-
toration of  electricity supply 
to all the transformers that 
have concluded de-bulking.

They, therefore, threatened 
that after two weeks of  the re-
ceipt of  the demand letter, if  
EEDC failed to energize their 
transformers that have com-
pleted the debulking process, 
they would mobilise the con-
sumers to occupy the EEDC 
office in Awka until it restored 
electricity to Umuawulu com-
munity.

Obi, while speaking on the 

Ooni of Ife set to wed 
7th wife

T
he Ooni of  Ife, Oba 
Enitan Adeyeye 
Ogunwusi isn’t done 

with his marriage spree.
The monarch is set to pick 

another wife again. Reports 
making rounds as it that the 
Ooni is set to marry a sev-
enth wife, Aridunu.

The Royal wedding is 
slated for the 29th of  Oc-
tober. Oba Enitan Adeyeye 
Ogunwusi had disclosed 
why he had been marrying 
several women for weeks 
now.

The Ooni while mark-
ing his 48th birthday and 
seventh coronation anni-
versary had clarified why 
he married Mariam Anako 
and the others. The Ooni 
explained that he tried mak-
ing some changes but he 

couldn’t. Maybe referring 
to his decision to keep to 
only one queen and have 
concubines, the monarch 
said of  the traditional herit-
age of  Ile Ife,

“This institution is bigger 
than me, beyond me. Peo-
ple in this palace are more 
than 800, they are close to 
a thousand. There are some 
people who have been liv-
ing in this palace for more 
than 60 years, while some 
have lived here for more 
than 80 years old. Some 
people are over 100 years 
old in this palace.

If  I had my way, I tried 
to challenge it but it blew in 
my face but thank God I’m 
still alive. It’s an institution 
that is rich in heritage, cul-
ture, and tradition.

restoration, said that EEDC 
is supposed to render service 
and not exploit the citizens.

He said, “Enumeration and 
verifications have also been 
concluded for all the six trans-
formers. Electricity consum-
ers in the communities have 
paid for the meters, some in-
stalled while some are yet to 
be installed.

“There is no electrical in-
stallation in the community 
provided by EEDC. The com-

munity bought everything.
The community has about 

six MD meters transformers. 
The old indebtedness was 
about N39m, but EEDC said 
it was doing promo and gave 
us a discount of  30 percent, 
and that has been done.

“After the debulking, the 
community decided to go for 
meters and paid for 29 and 
14 were brought while only 
nine were installed. After two 
weeks, the community will 

mobilise over 2,000 people to 
shut down the EEDC office.

“The community has writ-
ten to the police and DSS 
about the development. 
EEDC only inherited asset 
from NEPA but refused to 
inherit liability. The money 
paid for the debulking was in-
herited from NEPA.”

While reacting, the Head 
of  Corporate Communica-
tions, EEDC, Emeka Ezeh 
said the company had ener-

gized the transformers that 
met the required conditions.

Ezeh pointed out that the 
community had taken the 
EEDC to the National Elec-
tricity Regulatory Commis-
sion, and the resolution was 
that they should acquire me-
ters through MAP.

“The community in ques-
tion took us to NERC, and 
the resolution was that 
they should acquire meters 
through MAP. We have also 
energized the transformer 
that met with the conditions, 
which is to obtain undertak-
ing from individual custom-
ers that are not able to pay 
for meters, to connect them 
and bill them on estimation, 
while those not willing to be 
on estimation will request to 
be disconnected,” he added.

News

A 
new Commission-
er of  Police, CP 
Mustapha Moham-

med Bala has been posted 
to Abia State command He 
replaces former CP, now 
AIG Janet Agbede who has 
been posted as the new Com-
mandant of  the Police Staff  
College in Jos, Plateau state. 
AIG Agbede was among the 
465 police officers recent-
ly promoted and decorated 
by the Inspector General of  
Police, IGP Usman Alkali 
Baba.
 Shortly after their decora-
tion last week at Goodluck 
Jonathan Peacekeeping Hall 
Force Headquarters Abuja, 
the IGP also deployed 14 
AIGs and 44 Commission-

ers of  Police to various com-
mands and formations in the 
country, including the newly 
decorated officers, for effec-
tive manpower and security 
management of  the various 
jurisdictions, Force PRO, 
Olumuyiwa Adejobi said in a 
statement. 

Sponsored The newly post-
ed AIGs include AIG Ayu-
ba E. Ede to Zone 1 Kano; 
AIG Egbetokun O. Adeolu, 
mni, to Zone 7 Abuja; AIG 
Christiana I. Cookey to Zone 
11 Osogbo; AIG Adesina M. 
Soyemi to Zone 4 Makurdi; 
AIG Friday Eboka to Zone 
16 Yenagoa; AIG Ashafa 
Adekunle to Zone 8 Loko-
ja; AIG Edward C. Egbuka 
to Zone 14 Katsina; AIG 

Olokode T. Olawale to Zone 
12 Bauchi; AIG Abutu Yaro, 
fdc, to Zone 13 Ukpodunuk-
ofia-Awka amongst others. 

Commissioners of  Police 
deployed to Commands 
and Formations include CP 
Mohammed A. Dankwara 
to Edo; CP Yomi Oladimeji 
to Nasarawa; CP Okon O. 
Effiong, fdc to Rivers; CP 
Faleye E.S. Olaleye to Osun; 
CP Sule Balarabe to Cross 
River; CP Benneth C. Igweh 
to Kogi; and CP Mustapha 
Mohammed Bala to Abia 
State Police Command. Oth-

… It’s tradition, not me - Ooni

Imo guber elections to hold Nov 11, 2023 

D
uring its weekly 
meeting held today 
Tuesday 22nd Oc-

tober 2022, the Independent 
National Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC) approved the 
Timetable and Schedule of  
Activities for the Bayelsa, 
Imo and Kogi States’ Gover-
norship elections.

This decision is in fulfill-
ment of  the requirement of  
Section 28(1) of  the Elector-
al Act 2022 which mandates 
the Commission to publish 

the Notice of  Election not 
later than 360 days before the 
date fixed for the elections. 
Similarly, Sections 178(1) and 
(2) of  the Constitution of  the 
Federal Republic of  Nigeria 
1999 mandates the Commis-
sion to conduct such elections 
not earlier than 150 days and 
not later than 30 days before 
the expiration of  the term of  
the last holder of  the office.

The tenure of  the incum-
bent Governor of  Imo State 
ends on 14th January 2024 

– As INEC releases, activity schedule for election 

while those of  Kogi and 
Bayelsa States end on 26th 
January 2024 and 13th Febru-
ary 2024 respectively.

Accordingly, the Commis-
sion has decided to conduct 
the three elections on Satur-
day 11th November 2023.

The decision was commu-
nicated by the Commission’s 
National Commissioner, and 
Chairman, Information and 
Voted Education Committee, 
Festus Okoye, on Tuesday.

The statutory Notice for the 
elections will be published in 
the three States on 14th No-
vember 2022. Party primaries 
will be held from 27th March 

to 17th April 2023 while the 
online portal for the submis-
sion of  nomination forms 
(EC9 and EC9B) by political 
parties opens at 9.00am on 
24th April 2023 and closes 
at 6.00pm on 5th May 2023. 
The final list of  candidates 
will be published on 9th June 
2023 while campaign by po-
litical parties commences on 
14th June 2023 and ends at 
midnight on 9th November 
2023.

The full Timetable and 
Schedule of  Activities has 
been uploaded to the Com-
mission’s website and social 
media platforms.

ers include CP Kenechukwu 
Onwuemelie, fdc to CP SPU 
FHQ Abuja; CP Zachariah 
F. Achinyan, fdc to CP CTU 
FHQ Abuja; CP Ochogwu 
A. Ogbeh to CP Legal, FHQ, 
Abuja; CP Dayo Ariyo to 
Commandant Police Col-
lege, Oji River; CP Garba N. 
Emmanuel to Force Medical 
Officer, FHQ, Abuja, as well 
as other highly cerebral Com-
missioners of  Police.

The Inspector-General of  
Police while congratulating 
the newly promoted officers 
charged them to bring their 
vast experiences and profes-
sionalism to bear in advanc-
ing the fortunes of  the Force.

Wednesday 26 - Thursday 27 October, 2022 
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Tinubu’s politics; family 
business - Obi’s Campaign Group  

Bene�ciaries at the skill acquisition event in Anambra.

T
he Obi-Datti Media 
Campaign office has 
urged Nigerians to be 

weary of  persons who were 
seeking to rule over the af-
fairs of  the nation using 
proxies. 

The campaign office said 
this in response to a chal-
lenge thrown to the Labour 
Party Presidential Candi-
date, Mr. Peter Obi,  by the 
Minister of  State for La-

bour, Festus Keyamo SAN, 
asking Obi’s son to organize 
a successful campaign rally 
in his state Anambra, akin 
to what APC flag bearer’s 
son Seyi Tinubu, did for his 
dad in Lagos.

It said Keyamo forgot to 
differentiate the two sons, 
and their fathers. 

This was contained in 
a statement signed by the 
Obi-Datti Media Campaign 

APC expels ex-Reps member for donating buses 
to PDP guber candidate
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State chapter 
of  All Progressive 
Congress (APC) has 

expelled two key members 
of  the party, Chief  Obinna 
Oriaku and Chief  Uzo Az-
ubuike for alleged anti-party 
activities. Hon Azubuike in 
particular was expelled by 
his party for donating two 
campaign vehicles to Prof  
Uche Ikonne, the candidate 
of  PDP in Umuahia.

Oriaku was a Commis-
sioner for Finance in Okezie 
Ikpeazu’s first term before 
he defected to APC. He also 
contested the May 2022 pri-
mary election for APC guber 
ticket but lost to Chief  Ikechi 
Emenike.

Uzor Azubuike was a 
member of  House of  Repre-
sentatives in PDP from 2011 

to 2015 before he moved to 
PDP. The party in a state-
ment by its State Chairman, 
Kingsley Ononogbu and Sec-
retary, Chidi Avajah said the 
two party chieftains indulged 
in gross anti-party activities 
despite several warnings they 
received from the party to de-

sist from such.
 It added that the expelled 

party top shots were invited 
to appear before a discipli-
nary committee of  the party 
which they allegedly ignored.  

Abia APC noted that Oria-
ku and Azubuike’s open dis-
respect for party ethics and 

Office which was made 
available to newsmen in 
Abuja, on Tuesday.

It read in part, “The only 
thing that joins Obi and 
Tinubu is that they were 
once governors of  states in 
Nigeria. 

“This assertion is verifia-
ble for Keyamo and his oth-
er hirelings.

 “If  Keyamo had taken 
time to study the family 
he speaks for very well he 
would have avoided this 

comparison that is bound to 
expose the life of  his Princi-
pal and understand why the 
entire household is head-
long in the campaign.“

It further said, “The other 
time Tinubu’s wife, Senator 
Remi was threatening fire 
and brimstone over Lagos, 
then the daughter and now 
the son is showing off  with 
rally.

“Do you blame a people 
struggling to keep a family 
business?

“Obi’s family is not part 
of  his politcs, they are run-
ning their lives, contribut-
ing to development without 
nearing public funds.

“Obi-Datti Media office 
also noticed that Tinubu’s 
wife and some First Ladies 
took government airplane 
to campaign spots because 
they can hardly exist with-
out government patronage.

“The LP Candidate, Peter 
Obi is the man seeking the 
mandate of  the Nigerian 

people to serve them as Pres-
ident not any other member 
of  his family. He has said 
it repeatedly that Nigerians 
must reject anybody desir-
ing to be President by proxy.

 “We therefore join our 
candidate to demand that 
candidates, not their wives, 
sons or daughters are seek-
ing for the peoples votes and 
they should be scrutinized 
by the people.

“It’s dangerous and dis-
comforting when we cannot 
differentiate public funds 
from family and private 
funds and a serving Minister 
of  the Republic is defending 
and celebrating it.

“But that is exactly what 
Nigerian youths through the 
Obidient Movement are out 
to halt through their take 
back Nigeria mantra.”

constituted authority would 
no longer be tolerated, hence 
their expulsion.

 It would be recalled that 
Chief  Oriaku lost his Court 
battle to nullify the results of  
the primary election that pro-
duced Chief  Ikechi Emenike 
as Abia APC standard bearer.

News

Ikpeazu sacks special advisers, 
others
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
ll Senior Special 
Advisers, Senior 
Special Assistants 

and Technical officers serv-
ing under Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu of  Abia State have 
been relieved of  their duties 
by the Governor. 

Also, Special Advisers 
and Special Assistants of  

the Governor have been re-
moved from offices by the 
Governor. The sack was 
contained in a statement 
signed by Barr Chris Ezem, 
the Secretary to the Abia 
State government (SSG) and 
made available to journal-
ists. 

The statement by the SSG 
stated that the dissolution 
of  the body of  aids of  the 
Governor was with imme-

diate effect. No reason was 
given for the dissolution but 
one of  the immediate-past 
Special Advisers who did 
not want his name in print  
told News Echo that his sack 
came to him as a rude shock 
but expressed optimism that 
he would be re-appointed by 
Ikpeazu.

“It is true that we have 
been dissolved but I must 
tell you that am in shock 
about this but am hopeful 
that I will be re-appointed 
because I have been loyal to 
PDP and the Governor.”

ollywood actor and 

Nspokesman for the 

L a b o u r  P a r t y 

presidential  campaign, 

Kenneth Okonkwo, has 

expressed concern over the 

level of  borrowing the 

President Muhammadu 

Buhari-led government gave 

way to.

Okonkwo remarked on 

M o n d a y  d u r i n g  a n 

interview.

O k o n k w o  w h o 

announced his exit from 

APC in July said, “I've 

already ruled out the failures 

of  APC so I rejected APC 

when I was in APC. I never 

a g r e e d  t o  p a y  t h e i r 

nomination fee because I 

believed that it was a result 

of  corrupt tendencies.

“For you to tell a man to 

pay a nomination fee an 

amount that four years of  

his salary cannot cover and 

you are telling me you are 

fighting corruption, which 

corruption? Why do you 

think people are stealing 109 

billion Naira in an APC-led 

government, the person that 

is supposed to guard it, 

n e e d s  t o  h ave  m o n e y 

because even if  you want to 

contest, they'll be asking you 

for billions to contest.

“So I rejected APC 

while I was in APC but you 

h a v e  t o  w a i t  f o r  a n 

alternative, for another 

o p t i o n ,  t h a t  w i l l 

accommodate your own 

beliefs, and remember, I 

resigned from APC before 

talking about any other 

party and when I saw a new 

Nigeria about to emerge 

from Labour Party, what I 

have prayed, what I wished 

for.

“It was only natural that 

I gravitated around it and 

that was what happened. So 

I was very sentimentally 

attached to the redemption 

o f  th i s  count r y  and  I 

thought that APC was going 

to provide that.

“ W h e n  P r e s i d e n t 

Muhammadu Buhari was a 

military head of  state, you 

know what happened? He 

was paying our debt with 

crude oil and people said he 

maintained his salary. Look 

at what is happening now. 

He has borrowed us into 

bondage, their debt cannot 

even be serviced by the 

entire revenue.”

Buhari has borrowed
Nigeria into bondage,
says Kenneth Okonkwo

“Living in Bondage”

Buhari
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otel Owners in Owerri Hthe State Capital have 
been advised to always 

ensure that their Hospitality 
facilities have approvals from the 
State Government through 
Owerri Capital Development 
Authority  (OCDA) in order to 
avert the distortion of  the Master 
plan of  the twin city of  Owerri 
through the wrongful siting of  the 
Hotels.

The Special Adviser to the 
Governor and General Manager 
of  Owerri Capital Development 
Authority (OCDA) Engr. Francis 
Chukwu stated this on Friday 
when he received in Audience the 
representatives of  Nigeria Hotel 
Association-Imo State branch led 
by the Chairman Mr. Chima 
Chukwunyere in his office. He 
explained the roles of  OCDA as 
the State Government Physical 
Planning and Development 
Control Agency in the activities 
of  Hotels and commended them 
for the positive impacts they are 
making through the provision of  
hospitality to both visitors and 
residents of  the State even as he 
pointed out that the meeting will 
open up progressive partnership 
and window of  synergy between 
OCDA and the Association. 

The OCDA helmsman who 
called on the Hotel owners whose 
facilities are yet to be registered at 
the Agency to come forward with 
their payment receipts and title 
documents for processing and 
issuance of  approval afterwards,  
stressed that Hotel facilities 
without approvals will always 
have outstanding issues to settle 
with Government both in the 

he attention of  the Special TAdviser to the Governor 
and General Manager of  

Owerri Capital Development 
Authority (OCDA), Engr. Francis 
Chukwu has been drawn to an 
in ten t iona l  pub l i ca t ion  o f  
falsehood by Imo Trumpeta 
Newspaper of  Tuesday, 18th 
October, 2022.

In the aforementioned edition 
of  Newspaper, we read with 
dismay and utter disbelief  the 
s c r e a m i n g  s t o r y  w i t h  t h e 
Heading: "DANGER LOOMS 
I N  OW E R R I  OV E R  G A S 
PLANT IN RESIDENTIAL 
AREA." In the publication, the 
faceless writer claimed the 
purported construction of  Gas 
Plant at the densely populated 
area of  Ikenegbu Extension by 
Relief  Market road Owerri." The 
attention seeking writer in a bid to 
deceitfully paint a picture of  a 
concerned individual stated 
further that "unless the State 
Government mandates one of  its 
A g e n c i e s  O w e r r i  C a p i t a l 
Development Authority to ensure 
the compliance to building plans 

approval, there is a possibility of  
putting all the inhabitants of  the 
area in danger".

Ordinarily, we would have 
seen this as not being worthy of  
our response. However, we hereby 
consider it fit to do so in order 
avoid having the unsuspecting 
public misinformed, misled and 
most importantly sacred for no 
r e a s o n ,  a s  t h e  w r i t e r  h a d 
maliciously intended. 

Thus, for us to place the 
records straight and for clarity 
purposes, there is no Gas Plant 
being constructed at the location 
as claimed rather what is being 
constructed is a Water Reservoir 
which the developer did not 
initially seek approval from 
Owerri Capital Development 
Authority  (OCDA) untill the 
result oriented Agency led by the 
ever proactive and vibrant Engr. 
Francis Chukwu during one of  its 
routine Operational Activities 
Swooped at the site and then the 
developer was mandated to visit 
the Agency of  which he did and 
confirmed that it was a water ditch 
that he was constructing. It is 

paramount for us to mention that 
when the plan for the construction 
of  the Water Reservoir was 
brought to the Agency by the 
Developer the Town Planning 
Department of  the Agency as it 
remains their statutory duty, went 
on Inspection as a follow-up to the 
initial move by the Operational 
Team to confirm the Water 
reservoir facility. So we were very 
shocked to read on one of  the 
p a g e s  o f  I M O  T r u m p e t a 
Newspaper that Gas Plant has 
been sited at a residential area.

O b v i o u s l y ,  i t  i s  v e r y 
unfortunate that Imo Trumpeta 
Newspaper failed to carryout 
proper investigation in line with 
investigative journalism before 
publishing such a malicious and 
misleading story.  It is also very 
worrisome that the tabloid 
equally failed woefully to uphold 
the ethics of  journalism of  always 
ensuring balanced reportage by 
contacting either the General 
Manager  of  OCDA or any 
notable official of  the Agency in 
order to ascertain the accurate 
point regarding the facility being 

constructed of  which doing so 
w o u l d  h a v e  a v e r t e d  t h e 
unnecessary and insensitive 
sensational report which they 
decided to peddle for reasons best 
known to them.

Apparently, it is inconsistent, 
i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e  a n d 
contradictory that the picture of  
the popular Assumpta Cathedral 
which belongs to the Catholic 
Archdiocese of  Owerri was used 
for the publication instead of  the 
picture of  the unfounded Gas 
Plant they claimed to be under 
construction. Therefore, we 
challenge the writer and the 
Publisher to explain the rationale 
behind using the picture of  
Assumpta Catheral Owerri to 
publish a supposed and purported 
Human Safety report. This clearly 
lays credence to the fact that the 
publication was deliberately 
designed to raise false alarm, 
cause panic and to mislead 
u n s u s p e c t i n g  r e a d e r s  a n d 
members of  the public.

In conclusion, while we call on 
the members of  the Public 
especially the residents of  the area 

to disregard the report, we wish to 
also use this medium to assure 
t h e m  t h a t  O we r r i  C a p i t a l 
Development Authority  (OCDA) 
under the helmsmanship of  Engr. 
Francis Chukwu remains ever 
ready, poised and focused towards 
e n s u r i n g  t h e  e f f e c t i v e 
Development Control as the 
Agency through its various 
Personnel and Teams are always 
on red alert to ensure that no 
building or structure is erected 
within the Owerri Capital City 
and its environs without proper 
approval just as the Engr. Francis 
Chukwu's led Operational Team 
equally makes sure that what is 
approved is what the Developers 
put on ground thereby not giving 
any room for  any form of  
manipulation both in the approval 
process as well as the building 
constr uct ion in  par t icular. 
Evidently, as it has been our 
tradition of  always backing up our 
facts with documented evidence, 
we hereby attach pictures of  the 
site in question which showcase 
the Water reservoir that is being 
constructed for resounding 
clarification and accurateness.

long and in the short runs while 
maintaining that one of  the 
reasons for meeting with the 
Hotel Owners was to ensure that 
they are on the same page with 
Government always. 

Engr. Chukwu tasked them 
to join the State Government led 
by His Excellency Distinguished 
Senator Hope Uzodimma in 
securing lives and properties by 
making sure that the details of  all 
their guests are well known as 
well as not only fixing CCTV 
Cameras in their various facilities 
but ensuring steady monitoring 
of  the cameras, adding that the 
Hotel Owners should as part of  
t h e i r  c o r p o r a t e  s o c i a l 
responsibilities they should 
equally fix street lights around 
their Hotels to ensure brightness 
at night as well as clean up and 
beautify their environment in 
order to make the areas more 
business friendly. 

While maintaining that 
Governor Uzodimma has set a 
s t a n d a r d  o f  r u n n i n g  a n 
Administration with a clear 
Human Face without fear of  
reprimands, the OCDA GM 
n o t e d  t h a t  h e  a n d  o t h e r 
appointees of  the Governor are 
repl icat ing the Gover nor 's 
s t a n d a r d s  i n  t h e  va r i o u s 
establishments they oversee just 
as he also charged them to create 
a taskforce from their union that 
will complement Government 
efforts aimed at regulating the 
hospitality industries.

S p e a k i n g  f u r t h e r  t h e 
Governor's Aide said " I will 
assign a Taskforce that will work 
directly with your union in order 

to address the issues raised then 
g o i n g  f o r w a r d  a n y  i s s u e 
pertaining to already built hotels 
that are functioning will be 
handled through the union."

Earlier in his presentation, 
the Chairman of  the Association 
and Director of  Domino Hotel 
Mr.  Chima Chukwunenye, 
commended the Governor His 
E xc e l l e n c y  S e n a t o r  H o p e 
Uzodimma for appointing not 
only a relatable but also a 
listening as well as a refined 
young man in the person of  Engr. 
Francis Chukwu as the General 
Manager of  the Agency and  
thanked the GM for not just 
granting them the audience 
within the short period they 
booked the meeting but for 
equally approaching issues in a 
very civilized way just as he 
cong ra tu la ted  h im on  h i s 
appointment to superintend 
OCDA, by the Governor.

He expressed the willingness 
of  the Association to partner with 
Government Agencies while 
enumerat ing  the i r  var ious 
challenges especially on the 
issues of  enforcing government 
policies as regards hotels by 
certain persons that claim to be 
w o r k i n g  f o r  O C DA .  T h e 
Chairman also listed  other 
factors affecting the running of  
the  Hospi ta l i ty  Indust r ies 
including natural and manmade 
issues, noting that they came to 
formally bare their minds to the 
GM so that the identified issues 
will be collectively addressed in a 
mature and most  ef fect ive 
manner.

Stories by Comrade Eberechukwu Okechukwu

OCDA GM, Engr. Francis Chukwu
interfaces with hotel owners. 

Re: Danger looms in Owerri over gas plant in residential area

OCDA GM, Engr. Francis Chukwu in an interface with Hotel owners in Owerri.

Site of a Water Reservoir erroneously claimed by an Owerri based Newspaper to be
that of a Gas Plant, debunked by the OCDA



and Muhammed Adamu, 
residing at Under Bridge in 
Akute, adding that they 
were arrested at the Tipper 
Garage, Onibudo in Ifo 
Local Government Area.

According to Yusuf, 
the State Commander of  
S o - S a f e  C o r p s ,  S o j i 
Ganzallo, had earlier given 
a marching order to his 
men, asking them to go 
after “the notorious four 
m e n ,  k n o w n  t o  b e 
specialized in robbing 
p e o p l e  o f  t h e i r 
belongings.”

Reporters learnt that 
the corps got information 
on Sunday that the gang 
had snatched a motorbike 

contraband. 
They later shot the 

victim, 30-year-old Saheed 
Egusi, in the head.

Egusi, a 30-year-old 
b u s i n e s s m a n ,  w a s 
r e p o r t e d ly  k i l l e d  f o r 
challenging the soldiers 
who were dragging his 
elder brother. 

T h e  s o l d i e r s 
reportedly stormed Owode 
Market and broke some 
s h o p s  i n  s e a r c h  o f  
contraband goods and 
carted away bags of  rice. 

A resident, who spoke 
on condition of  anonymity 
due to the sensitivity of  the 
incident, explained that the 

prosecute  the  culpr i t , 
Confidence Amatobi.

The father, a native of  
A mu r i e  i n  I s u  L o c a l 
G ove r n m e n t  A r e a ,  i s 
accused of  assaulting his 2-
month-old baby, Miracle.

31-year-old Amatobi 
reportedly beat the baby 
with a plastic hanger and 
broke the baby's arm for 
disturbing his sleep.

September in Ebonyi. 
The agency also seized 

113.414 kilogrammes of  
c a n n a b i s  s a t i v a  t h e 
NDLEA Commander in 
the state, Mr Iyke Uche, 

“Some weeks later, he gave 
t h e  a g e n t  I  b r o u g h t , 
Adesina Joseph, N300,000. 
Anytime I requested our 
N4m, he would threaten to 
k i l l  me and make me 
disappear.” 

He noted that he wrote 
a petition to the Inspector-
General of  Police on July 7, 
2021, because Oladipupo 
threatened to kill him and 
his children over the money. 

Akinbo said, “I wrote 
the petition because of  the 
money and some other 
secrets I know about him. 
He is  a  fake prophet , 
arranges fake miracles, and 
buries a lot of  charms on the 
premises of  his church. 

“In February 2017, he 
invited me and my wife to a 
p r o g r a m m e  c a l l e d 
Bojuwomi in Ibadan. We 
finished the programme 
around 8pm and he said I 
shouldn't go to Lagos that 
night again. He took me 
and my wife to his house. 
That night, I caught him 
with a cow horn, àse, with a 
bottle of  Schnapps. Around 
1am, he said I should go 
and sleep in the visitors' 
room because he wanted to 
discuss with my wife.” 

The witness claimed 
t h a t  O l a d i p u p o  u s e d 
spiritual powers that caused 
him to suffer road accidents 
on different occasions, as he 
showed scars of  injuries he 
sustained. 

The businessman told 
the court that the defendant 
had also collected over 

consumers. We counselled 
a total of  92 drug users in 
the state in the period under 
review. 

“Ebonyi is a crime 
prone state like the issue 
gunmen attack and other 
criminalities. Most crimes 
are usually take place with 
the intake of  drugs. Of  
course, there are drug 
enhanced violence crimes.

“So, we will intensity 
efforts on sensitisations. 
We are going to strengthen 
campaigns in schools in 

he So-Safe Corps in TOgun S ta te  has 
arrested three men 

said to be alleged members 
o f  an  a r med robber y 
synd ica te  t e r ro r i z ing 
Onibudo area of  the State.

They were arrested on 
Sunday by the So-Safe 
division at Adiyan-Alausa, 
O n i b u d o ,  u n d e r  t h e 
supervision of  Isheri Akute 
Area Commander, Ige 
Olurotimi.

T h e  S o - S a f e 
spokesman, Moruf  Yusuf, 
identified the suspects as 
Kacha, a resident of  20, 
Omega Street, Onibudo, 
Yusuf  Muhammed, who 
lives within the community 

andemonium broke Pout on Sunday in 
Owode-Idi-Iroko, 

Y e w a  S o u t h  L o c a l 
Government Area of  Ogun 
State when some soldiers 
allegedly shot a resident 
dead. 

Our correspondent 
gathered that an angry 
mob, in a reprisal, attacked 
and hacked an innocent Air 
Force officer to death 
shortly after the soldiers left 
the scene. 

According to reports 
the soldiers came from 
Badagry, Lagos, in an 
a l l e g e d  s e a r c h  o f  

he National Human TRight Commission 
(NHRC) and the 

Nigeria Association of  
Wo m e n  J o u r n a l i s t s 
(NAWOJ) have condemned 
the brutality on an infant in 
Imo State.

They charged the Imo 
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e 
Nigeria Police Force (NPF) 
to immediately arrest and 

he National Drug TLaw Enforcement 
A g e n c y  h a s 

arrested no fewer than 192 
suspected drug traffickers 
be tween Januar y  and 

 b u s i n e s s m a n , 

AKunle Akinbo, has 
told a Samuel Ilori 

Magistrate's Court, Ogbà, 
Lagos, how his friend, Joel 
O l a d i p u p o,  a l l e ge d ly 
defrauded him of  the sum 
of  N9m. 

Akinbo also claimed 
that Oladipupo, a pastor, 
used charms to attack him 
when he demanded his 
money. 

The defendant stood 
trial before Magistrate S.O. 
Obasa on Monday for 
allegedly failing to fulfil a 
contract agreement he had 
with Akinbo. 

The prosecutor, Koye 
O l u s e g u n ,  l e d  t h e 
complainant in evidence 
before the court.

Akinbo said there was a 
strong competition over the 
sale of  property which 
Oladipupo was interested 
in. 

He said, “Oladipupo 
said I should do everything 
in my power to get the 
proper ty.  I  ca l led  the 
younger brother of  the 
owner of  the property, Tony 
Akoko, to meet me at 
Oladipupo's office. The 
property was worth 40m. 
He said if  we got the 
property for him, he would 
give us 10 per cent of  the 
40m.” 

Akinbo told the court 
that they got the property 
for  Oladipupo but  he 
refused to pay the N4m 
commission.

The complainant said, 

known as Mkpurummiri, 
was also seized within the 
period under review. 

“The seizures were 
made by our personnel in 
different locations across 
communities in the state,” 
Uche said.

On the level of  drug 
trafficking in the state, the 
commander said Ebonyi 
had low drug business but 
many consumers. 

 “There is no prevalence 
drug business here in 
Ebonyi  but  there  a re 

at gun point and escaped 
with it.

“The patrol team of  
the Cor ps in Adiyan-
Alausa Onibudo Division 
was directed to go after the 
suspects and few minutes 
later, they were successfully 
apprehended,” Yusuf  said.

He spoke further that 
two cut-to-size pistols, two 
life catridges, one iron bar 
and charms were recovered 
from the suspects.

He added that the 
suspects and the items 
r e c o v e r e d  h a d  b e e n 
transferred to the police at 
Ajuwon division for further 
investigation and likely 
prosecution.

deceased was shot dead 
when the soldiers were 
leaving the scene.

The eyewitness said, 
“The soldiers said they 
were from Badagry. This is 
not their first time of  
coming here. We were 
surprised that soldiers 
would come to seize bags 
of  rice instead of  Customs 
men. 

“ T h e y  c a m e  a n d 
started beating people. The 
person that was killed was 
the younger brother of  the 
person that was beaten; he 
wasn't the owner of  the 
goods; he was asking them 
to take it easy. 

“So, as the soldiers 
were going, he also took his 

The violent act led to 
the amputation of  the 
fractured body part at the 
Federal Medical Centre 
(FMC) in Owerri.

NAWOJ Chairperson, 
Dorothy Nnaji, who spoke 
to newsmen after visiting 
Miracle, said Amatobi 
repeatedly hit the toddler to 
stop him from crying.

“ T h e  p e r p e t r a t o r, 

car and went his way. So, 
the leader of  the soldiers 
told his guys to shoot 
Egusi, and the soldiers shot 
him in the forehead. 

“His brother is in the 
hospital because he was 
injured. 

“The boy that was 
killed, I am like a street 
brother to him; he was a 
good boy.” 

The situation took 
another turn shortly after 
the soldiers left as a mob 
sighted an Air Force officer, 
who was driving along the 
road. 

He was reportedly 
stopped, dragged out of  the 
car and beaten to death.

Confidence Amatobi, used 
a plastic hanger on the baby, 
simply because he was 
crying that the mother left 
to ease herself.

“He used wood and 
elastic bands to tie the 
baby's hand when he saw 
that hand was broken and 
swollen,” she said.

said in an interview with 
the News Agency of  Nigeria 
in Abakaliki. 

H e  a d d e d  t h a t 
0 . 0 6 2 1 k g s 
methamphetamine, locally 

N6m with the promise of  
buying property for him. 

The witness accused 
Oladipupo of  attempting to 
bribe and threatening other 
witnesses.

order nip drug abuses in the 
bud in the state,” the 
Commander said. 

Uche reiterated the 
s t a t e ' s  A g e n c y 
commitment to work in 
tune with the vision of  the 
NDLEA against  dr ug 
abuse and trafficking.] 

T h e  C o m m a n d e r 
sought media support for 
m o r e  s e n s i t i s a t i o n s 
campaign in the state in 
order in curtailing the 
menace of  illicit substances 
in the state. (NAN) 
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So-Safe Corps arrests suspected robbers, recovers firearms

NDLEA nabs 192 suspected drug traffickers in Ebonyi 

Lagos bizman accuses pastor of fraud,
spiritual attack 

Contraband-seeking soldiers kill Ogun bizman,
mob lynches officer 

Imo: NHRC, NAWOJ demand arrest of father
who brutalized baby, arm amputated



h e  F e d e r a l TGovernment has 
dismissed threats by 

foreign airlines to suspend 
operations in Nigeria over 
their inability to repatriate 
their blocked forex from the 
country.

T h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  
Aviation, Senator Hadi 

h e  E d o  S t a t e TGovernor, Godwin 
O b a s e k i ,  o n 

Monday, promised his 
support after inspecting the 
D u p o r t  E n e r g y  P a r k 
promoted by the Nigerian 
Content Development and 
Monitoring Board and 
D u p o r t  M i d s t r e a m 
C o m p a n y  L i m i t e d  i n 
O r h i o n m w o n  L o c a l 
Government Area of  the 
state. 

A statement said the 
Energy Park has 10,000 
barrel-per-day refining 
capacity, a 50 megawatts 
plant capacity, a 60m scf  
gas processing plant and 
over 100 RAM data bank 
centre. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
statement, the facility on 
the back of  ease of  doing 
business reforms by the 
Obaseki-led administration 
is  the second refinery 
completed in the state, 
following the 6000bpd Edo 

he Executive Vice TChairman/Chief  
Executive of  the 

N a t i o n a l  A g e n c y  f o r 
Science and Engineering 
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e,  P r o f . 
Mohammed Haruna, says 
the nation is retraining its 
professionals and artisans 
in  new and  emerg ing 
technologies in preparation 
for the next industrial 
revolution. 

He said cutting-edge 
technologies or frontier 
technologies would shape 
the  Four th  Indus t r ia l 
Revolution and the nation 
could not afford to be left 
behind. 

He also said President, 
M a j o r  G e n e r a l 
M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i , 
(retd), had empowered the 
agency to lead the nation in 
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  a 
manufacturing economy. 

In a statement signed 

t e c h n o l o g i e s  i n c l u d e 
Artif icial  Intell igence; 
robotics; the Internet of  
Things; big data; block 
c h a i n ;  a d d i t i v e 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  ( 3 D 
Printing); autonomous 
vehicles; unmanned aerial 
vehicles, gene editing; 5G 
network; and even smart 
grid and agitations for 
wireless electricity. Every 
a s p e c t  o f  h u m a n 
endeavour, agriculture, 

Sirika, said that Nigeria 
would fare better if  foreign 
airlines boycott the country, 
as the government has 
developed the capacity to 
face the challenges. Sirika 
said this  in  Abuja on 
Monday at the continued 
negotiations following the 
intervention of  the House 

Refinery constructed by 
AIPCC Energy Limited 
and Peiyang Chemical 
E q u i p m e n t  C o m p a n y 
Limited. 

I t  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e 
governor was accompanied 
on the inspection by the 
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  f o r 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d 
O r i e n t a t i o n ,  C h r i s 
Nehikhare, Roads and 
Bridges, Newton Okojie, 
and Oil and Gas, Ethan 
Uzamere, among others.

Obaseki who was taken 
round the facility by the 
Chairman of  the company, 
Akintoye Akindele, said, 
“We are excited and pleased 
b e c a u s e  a l l  o u r 
m e m o r a n d u m  o f  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a r e 
becoming a reality and I am 
here to personally see the 
progress of  work here in 
th i s  f a c i l i t y  a f t e r  my 
presentation to investors in 
Lagos State last week. 

 “As a government, we 
are here to witness another 
breakthrough and a major 
leap in terms of  investment 

by the Deputy Director, 
Information, Olusegun 
Ayeoyenikan, Haruna said 
this on Monday in Calabar, 
the  Cross  River  State 
capital, at the training of  
100 youths in “Modern 
Methods of  Electr ical 
I n s t a l l a t i o n s  a n d 
maintenance.”

About 100 youths were 
shortlisted for training in 
m o d e r n  m e t h o d s  o f  
electrical installations and 
maintenance. 

He said, “This training 
is therefore to familiarise 
the trainees not only on the 
current advances of  the new 
and emerging technologies 
in electrical installations, 
repairs and maintenance, 
but also prepare and equip 
them and build adequate 
competencies to meet the 
c h a l l e n g e s  a n d 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f  t h e 
development anticipated of  

health, industry, transport, 
hospitality etc all require 
e lec t r ic i ty  a lbe i t  we l l 
advanced electric energy.” 

The Cross River State 
Governor, Prof. Ben Ayade, 
who was represented by his 
deputy, Prof  Ivara Esu, 
thanked NASENI for the 
training. 

He said the state was 
a l s o  c o m m i t t e d  t o 
empowering the youth as 
pa r t  o f  i t s  i nd us t r i a l 

of  Representatives in the 
c o n f l i c t  b e t we e n  t h e 
Nigerian Government and 
some operators under the 
International Air Transport 
Association.

Speaker of  the House, 
Femi Gbajabiamila, had 
called the roundtable over 
threats by Emirates Airline 

in the state. 
“ We  r e i t e r a t e  o u r 

support for what you are 
doing here, as this project is 
one of  a kind and we will 
give it 100 per cent backing. 
This is the first Energy Park 
i n  N i g e r i a  a n d  t h e 
continent.

“Due to the benefits and 
advantages that we have in 
Edo State to have onshore 
oil and gas production, we 
are now attracting investors 
to utilise that production 
locally. Our goal is that 
every drop of  crude oil and 
gas produced in Edo State is 
used here for our national 
development rather than 
exporting it. 

“The idea of  this park is 
t o  b r i n g  i n  a l l  t h e 
production of  adjoining oil 
and gas fields; the oil is 
separated and refined to 
other products while the gas 
used and processed for 
electricity generation and 
sale. In a matter of  a few 
m o n t h s ,  w e  h a v e  t o 
deregulate; that means gas 
will be cheaper.” 

the shape and nature of  the 
next Industrial Revolution. 

“The president has 
continued to empower 
NASENI to lead the nation 
in  the  d i r e c t io n  o f  a 
manufacturing economy, 
and undoubtedly this type 
of  skill development is a key 
prerequisite toward the 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a 
competent workforce for 
Nigeria.

“I urge the participants 
to utilise judiciously and 
g u a r d  j e a l o u s l y  t h e 
expensive tools to be given 
to them at the end of  this 
training as their start-up.” 

The NASENI EVC 
s a i d  c u t t i n g - e d g e 
technologies or frontier 
technologies would shape 
the  Four th  Indus t r ia l 
Revolution and the nation 
could not afford to be left 
behind. 

He  added ,  “These 

development of  the state. 
He pleaded with the 

trainees not to “sell their 
starter packs. I know some 
of  you will sell your starter 
packs when you are broke. 
Avoid that temptation,” he 
said. 

He said the state was 
“looking forward to the 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  
equipment manufacturing 
institute by NASENi in 
Obudu.”

and British Airways to 
suspend their operations in 
Nigeria.

 “ N i g e r i a  u n d e r 
President Buhari has shown 
the capacity and audacity to 
s t a n d  u p  i n  d i f f i c u l t 
moments to do the right 
thing to help the country,” 
the minister stated.

Sirika recalled that 
when the regime led by the 

h e  F e d e r a l TG ove r n m e n t  o n 
Monday revealed 

that its latest findings 
showed that about 1.2 
million barrels of  crude oil 
was consistently shut in by 
producers across various oil 
wells in the Niger Delta due 
to the incessant oil theft in 
the industry. 

It also stated that current 
statistics showed that the 
volume of  oil lost to theft in 
Nigeria was about 100,000 
barrels per day, translating 
to  an es t imated three 
m i l l i o n  b a r r e l s  eve r y 
month. 

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t 
d i s c lo sed  th rough  i t s 
N i g e r i a n  U p s t r e a m 
Petroleum Regulator y 
Commission at the press 
briefing in Abuja, as it 
fur ther stated that the 
country's gas reserves had 
risen to 208 trillion standard 
cubic feet. 

“One of  the negative and 

President, Major General 
M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i 
(retd.), came into power in 
2015, there were about 
$480m blocked in Nigeria. 
“That year, we were in 
recession and revenues had 
dwindled,” he said.

 A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
minister, Governor of  the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria, 
Godwin Emefiele, then said 

side effects of  crude oil theft 
is that it has incentivised 
well shut-ins by producers, 
in the sense that it is not part 
of  their investment model 
to produce and hand over to 
t h i e v e s , ”  t h e  C h i e f  
E x e c u t i v e ,  N U P R C , 
Gbenga Komolafe, stated.

He added, “So what we 
have done is that we are 
engaging with all operators 
and the target is for us to 
have clarity around their 
operations, whereby we try 
to drill down on their work 
programmes and visibility, 
based on what we are 
expecting from them. 

 “In that regard, we had 
to set up an operations 
committee with the aim of  
identifying shut-in wells. 
The essence is for us to be 
able to have feasibility 
around the wells that are 
shut-in. 

“That exercise was done 
and we found out that we 
have about 1.2 million 
barrels of  oil that is shut in 

that the country would 
either 'earn or borrow it 
(forex)'. He noted that at 
that moment, the regime 
had not started borrowing. 
He said that Buhari asked 
him, Emefiele and the then 
M i n i s t e r  o f  F i n a n c e, 
B u d ge t  a n d  N a t i o n a l 
Planning, Kemi Adeosun, 
to resolve the problem 
which was done.

consistently as a result of  
the impact of  crude oil 
theft. So, our engagement is 
aimed at identifying the 
wells that could be re-
streamed in a manner that 
we could have some barrels 
added to  our  exis t ing 
production.”

Komolafe stated that 
based on NUPRC's target 
of  getting about 40 to 50 per 
cent of  the shut-in volumes, 
the government would be 
able to add about 500,000 
barrels to what the country 
was currently producing. 

“So, our projection is 
that we can hit over two 
million barrels and surpass 
our OPEC (Organisation of  
Pe t r o l e u m  E x p o r t i n g 
Countr ies)  quota,” he 
stated. 

He stated that based on 
NUPRC's engagements 
with investors in the sector, 
the commission observed 
that the oil firms were still 
willing to restart production 
in the shut-in wells despite 
the transition to renewable 
energy. 
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FG faults foreign airlines over blocked funds, others 

Obaseki assures support for Duport
energy park 

Nigeria loses three million oil barrels
monthly – FG 

Nigeria preparing for next industrial
revolution – NASENI boss 
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New UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak acknowledges
‘some mistakes were made’ under Liz Truss
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New British Prime Minister, Rishi Sunak

Foreign News

I
n his first address as prime minister Ri-
shi Sunak listed Britain’s economy as 
his number one priority as he takes up 
the high office and noted that “some 

mistakes were made” by his predecessors.
Sunak, the third leader to hold the top 

job in seven weeks and the first British 
Asian prime minister, paid tribute to his 
direct predecessor Liz Truss following 
her resignation last week after she tried to 
introduce a tax cutting plan that sent the 
Conservative Party into chaos. 

Tories have held power in the U.K. for 
more than a decade but a series of  scandals 
under Boris Johnson and highly unpopular 
economic policies under Truss have sent 
the party into crisis mode.

“She was not wrong to want to improve 
growth in this country,” Sunak said Tues-
day. “It is a noble aim and I admired her 
restlessness to create change. But some 
mistakes were made.”

Truss resigned after serving the shortest 
term in office in British history following 
severe push back over a financial plan that 
she argued would trigger economic growth 
but which sent the value of  the pound 
plunging and prompted a near immediate 
economic meltdown.

Sunak, who as former finance minister 

,,,,,,

reportedly cautioned against Truss’ 
economic plan, said he will “imme-
diately” work to fix the U.K.’s finan-
cial woes.

“I will place economic stability 
and confidence at the heart of  this 
government,” he said. “This govern-
ment will have integrity, profession-
alism and accountability at every 
level.”

Sunak also acknowledged the leg-
acy left behind by Johnson following 
his July resignation when he was 
ousted amid a series of  COVID-re-
lated scandals proceeded by the 
mass resignation of  several top offi-
cials, including Sunak, over allega-
tions of  sexual misconduct involving 
his former Tory Deputy Chief  Whip 
Chris Pincher.

But apart from rebuilding national 
trust, unity and repairing a flagging 
economy, the new prime minister 
said he would also work to improve 
the medical system, schools, crime 
rates and environmental policies. 

“All I can say is that I am not 
daunted,” Sunak said. “I know the 
high office I have accepted and I 
hope to live up to its demands.”

Wednesday 26 - Thursday 27 October, 2022 

 forensic team is investigating 

Athe cause of  the fire at the 

Salama School for the Blind

Parents are mourning the loss of  

their children who died in a fire at a 

Uganda school for the visually 

impaired.

Eleven were ki l led after  a 

dormitory blaze started in the early 

hours of  Tuesday.

"I cannot describe the pain in my 

heart right now," said Jennifer 

Nassozi, whose six-year-old daughter 

was killed.

The cause of  the fire at the school 

girl," Ms Nassozi told the BBC 

remembering her daughter.

"Every time we would come to 

school at the start of  the term, her 

friends would come running to meet 

us saying: 'Nassali has come!'".

Dr Moses Keeya, who works at 

the local hospital that first received 

the injured, said they "sustained 

mostly injuries on the arms, legs and 

chest. One of  them has a deep burn on 

the head."Four children have been 

refer red to  Kir uddu National 

Hospital in Kampala. And two who 

had minor injuries  have been 

their dormitories after lights out and 

leaving them burning.

Rescue efforts have often been 

hampered by overcrowding and the 

lack of  firefighting equipment at the 

schools. A police report in March this 

year said that there had been at least 

18 fire incidents in schools in a period 

of  three months.

in Mukono, east of  the capital, 

Kampala, is being investigated, but 

such incidents are not uncommon.

One of  the country's worst school 

blazes was at Buddo Junior School in 

2008. Nineteen children died.

It is thought that there were at 

least 27 children sleeping inside the 

affected dormitory at the Salama 

School for the Blind.

D i s t r a u g h t  f a m i l i e s  h ave 

gathered at the site.

Jennifer Nassozi's daughter died 

in the blaze "Nassali was doing very 

well in school. She was such a jolly 

discharged and sent home. 

Educat ion  Minis te r  Joyce 

Kaduchu has also been at the school 

talking to the parents. "All of  us are 

really heartbroken," she said."Our 

education system gives everyone an 

opportunity, regardless of  what 

physical challenges one has. We have 

l o s t  1 1  c h i l d r e n  u n d e r  ve r y 

unfortunate circumstances."

She added that DNA tests would 

have to be carried out on the bodies of  

the children in order to identify them.

In the past, school fires have been 

caused by children using candles in 

he Duchess of  Sussex, Meghan TMarkle, has opened up on her 

genetic heritage, revealing that 

she is 43% Nigerian.

Markle made this known in the 

la tes t  episode of  her  podcast , 

Archetypes, where she expressed her 

desire to learn more about her roots, 

Mirrors reported on Tuesday.

In the episode, Markle discussed 

with American actress Issa Rae, 

Nigerian-American writer Ziwe 

Fumudoh, and professor Emily 

Bernards.

The Duchess of  Sussex then 

stated that she took a genealogy test 

which revealed that she is 43% 

Nigerian.

S h e  s a i d ,  “ I  j u s t  h a d  my 

genealogy done a couple of  years ago.”

When her guests asked her to 

share what the results entailed, the 

Duchess said, “I'm 43% Nigerian,” to 

the shock of  Ziwe, who responded, 

“No way!”.

Ziwe further asked, “Are you 

serious? This is huge. Igbo, Yoruba, do 

we know?”

Fire kills 11 at Uganda school for visually
impaired children

Meghan Markle
reveals she is
'43% Nigerian’
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eal Madrid boss, RCarlo Ancelotti, 
h a s  r e p o r t e d l y 

id e n t i f i e d  To t t e nha m 
Hotspur forward,  Son 
Heung-min, as a potential 
addition to his squad next 
year.

Real Madrid are said 

i g e r i a n 

Nc h a m p i o n s , 
Bayelsa Queens 

have arrived Morocco 
ahead of  the 2022 CAF 
Wo m e n ' s  C h a m p i o n s 
League.

The Restoration Girls 
stormed the Magic Village 
Sports Centre, Casablanca 

o m a  s p o r t i n g Rd i r e c t o r,  T i a g o 
Pinto, has heaped 

praise on Jose Mourinho for 
his impact on the club and 
the city.

Mourinho led Roma to 
a first ever European trophy 
last season when winning 
the Conference League.

Pinto told the Mirror: 

Pr e s i d e n t  o f  t h e 
Niger ia  Footbal l 
Federation (NFF), 

Ibrahim Gusau, has arrived 
India to offer support to the 
Flamingos ahead of  their 
semi-final clash against 

Ancelotti's squad.
A c c o r d i n g  t o 

SPORT1, Ancelotti has 
decided to keep tabs on Son 
a s  t h e  S o u t h  Ko r e a n 
international is currently 
considering his options 
despite having three years 
remaining on his contract 

S u n d ay  a t  t h e  S t a d e 
Grande de Marrakech.

The Nigerian girls will 
f ace  TP  Mazembe  o f  
C o n g o  D e m o c r a t i c 
Republic in their second 
group game three days 
later.

Their final group game 
will be against Egypt's 
Wadi Degla at the Stade 
Prince Heritier, Rabat on 
November 6.

The top two teams in the 
group will proceed to the 
semi-finals.

The  winner  o f  the 
competition will smile 
home with $400, 000, while 
the runners-up will earn 
$250,000. The two losing 
semi- f inal is ts  wi l l  get 
$200,000 each.

players, it is a great pride for 
us  to  see  that  he  i s  a 
Romanista today.”

Pinto continued: “He 
fully embraced the values of  
the club and the city and he 
is the best ambassador of  AS 
Roma in the world today. 
When a coach reaches that 
level of  empathy with the 
city and the fans, it means 
you did a good job.”

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
S t a d i u m ,  G o a ,  o n 
Wednesday.

The encounter will 
s t a r t  a t  4pm (12noon 
Nigeria time).

Victory against the 
Colombians will see the 
Flamingos make it to the 
final of  the competition for 
the first time.

The Flamingos are 
the first Nigerian team to be 
involved in a tournament 
during the presidency of  
Gusau.

B a n k o l e 
Olowookere's side defeated 
United States of  America 4-
3 on penalties to get to this 
stage of  the competition.

Germany and Spain 
will battle in the other semi-
final match.

decided to keep tabs on Son 
a s  t h e  S o u t h  Ko r e a n 
international is currently 
considering his options 
despite having three years 
remaining on his contract 
at Tottenham.

Son recently finished 
11th in the 2022 Ballon 
d'Or rankings.

The 30-year-old has 
registered five goals and 
two assists in 16 games for 
Antonio Conte's side this 
season.

He was joint-top goal 
scorer  in  the Premier 
L e a g u e  l a s t  s e a s o n , 
a longs ide  Liver pool ' s 
Mohamed Salah.

Of  course if  there are other 
players doing well in your 
position, they should get 
picked as well, but at the 
same time, you always want 
to fight for your position and 
have a fair chance.”

Hudson-Odoi is yet to 
have a conversation with 
new Blues boss Graham 
Potter, who has enjoyed an 
unbeaten start to his reign. 
T h e  w i n ge r ' s  C h e l s e a 
contract lasts until  the 
summer of  2024, only a year 
after the Leverkusen loan 
ends.

He told BBC Sport: “I 
don't know what the future 
holds. Obviously, at the end 
of  the season I'll go back to 
Chelsea regardless and we'll 
see what happens from 
there. That's where I've 
always been since I was a 
kid.

“I always look at stuff  as a 
l e a r n i n g  c u r ve,  n eve r 
negat ive.  I t ' s  a lways  a 

PerThe Sun, he could be 
offered a way out of  United 
by Napoli, if  he agrees to 
drastically reduce his wage 
demands.

For their part, United 
are said to be ready to let him 
leave on a free transfer, 
provided they do not have to 
pay out the remainder of  his 
contract.

Ronaldo will be hoping 
to get an escape from the 
Premier League giants after 
the World Cup and as soon 
as the January transfer 
window opens.

learning factor for what you 
do next time.

“My main focus right now 
is being here and helping the 
team as much as possible. I 
don't see that far down the 
line yet.”

to be on the hunt for a new 
forward in the near future.

The likes of  Eden 
Hazard and Marco Asensio 
are believed to have reached 
the end of  their stints at 
R e a l  M a d r i d ,  w h i l e 
Mariano Diaz has failed to 
c e m e n t  a  p l a c e  i n 

in a confident mood.
Domo Okara's side will 

continue their preparations 
for the competition which 
will kick-off  this weekend.

Bayelsa Queens will 
c o n f r o n t  d e f e n d i n g 
champions,  Mamelodi 
Sundowns of  South Africa 
in their f irst  game on 

“It was a big achievement 
for the club to convince 
Mourinho to accept Roma's 
offer.

“Again, we worked hard 
– the ownership and myself  
– trying to persuade him that 
this was the right project for 
him. Besides the results, the 
Conference League we won, 
the progress made by the 

Colombia at the FIFA U-17 
Women's World Cup.

Gusau will witness 
the semi-final showdown 
between the Flamingos and 
the South Americans at the 

at Tottenham.
Real Madrid boss, 

C a r l o  A n c e l o t t i ,  h a s 
r e p o r t e d ly  i d e n t i f i e d 
To t t e n h a m  H o t s p u r 
forward, Son Heung-min, 
as a potential addition to 
his squad next year.

Real Madrid are said 
to be on the hunt for a new 
forward in the near future.

The likes of  Eden 
Hazard and Marco Asensio 
are believed to have reached 
the end of  their stints at 
R e a l  M a d r i d ,  w h i l e 
Mariano Diaz has failed to 
c e m e n t  a  p l a c e  i n 
Ancelotti's squad.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
SPORT1, Ancelotti has 

aye r  Leve rkusen Bw i n g e r  C a l l u m 
H u d s o n - O d o i  i s 

unsure of  his future at parent 
club Bayer Leverkusen.

The midfielder is on a 
straight loan at Bayer this 
season.

“There were a lot of  times 
when things were very good 
and you enjoy every part of  
i t , ”  h e  s a i d  b e f o r e 
Leverkusen's Champions 
League trip to Atletico 
Madrid on Wednesday. 
“And there were times and 
you think, 'what have I done 
wrong? Or what am I doing 
wrong not to be playing?'

“ S o m e t i m e s  i t  w a s 
difficult and frustrating. You 
are sitting on the bench or 
might not even be in the 
squad and then you're like 
'what on earth have I done to 
deserve that?'

“I train well every day, I 
give my all in every game, 
but then I don't get picked. 

anchester United Mveteran striker 
C r i s t i a n o 

Ronaldo is being linked with 
a move to Napoli.

The Red Devils forward 
is out of  favor with manager 
Erik ten Hag after several 
disciplinary issues.

The la tes t  inc ident 
involved Ronaldo refusing to 
come on as a substitute 
during their Premier League 
game against Tottenham, 
and then leaving the stadium 
early before the game had 
ended.

LaLiga: Real Madrid to sign Premier League top player

CAF Women's Champions League:
Bayelsa Queens storm Morocco

Bundesliga: Leverkusen winger
Hudson-Odoi casts fresh doubt
on Chelsea future

Serie A: Roma chief Pinto showers
praises on Mourinho for his impact 

U-17 WWC: NFF president,
Gusau arrives India to
support Flamingos

Transfer window: Napoli offer Ronaldo
Man Utd escape route

Odoi

Ronaldo

Ancelotti
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The fresh news people

eventeen countries have 

Shosted the FIFA World Cup 
since its inception in 1930.

These countries include Brazil, 
France, Italy, Germany, and Mexico 
who have each hosted twice, while 
Uruguay, Switzerland, Sweden, 
Chile, England, Argentina, Spain, 
the United States, Japan and South 
Korea (jointly), South Africa, and 
Russia have each hosted once.

A cursory look at the host 
nations will show that Europe and 
South America have hosted the 
tournament more than any other 
continent. In 2010, the world 
football governing body, FIFA voted 
to award the hosting rights of  the 
2022 World Cup to Qatar. The 
country would become the first in 
the Middle East to host the world's 
biggest sporting event, beating stiff  
competition from the United States 
and Australia.

T h e  d e c i s i o n ,  a  m a j o r 
development in the history of  world 
football, was not only viewed as a 
radical one but also capable of  
changing the narrative in global 
sports.

Qatar is not the most powerful 
country in the Arabian Peninsula, 
but that has not taken anything away 
from the country's enthralling 
peculiarities. Qatar is rich and has 
one of  the highest per capita income 
in the world. But the vote for Qatar 
was not all about its riches.

Those who voted for Qatar 
jus t i f ied  i t  for  pol i t ica l  and 
footballing reasons: giving the 
World Cup to the Arab world for the 
first time. It was a political decision 
and the vagaries of  the organization 
were less essential in the eyes of  
Qatari supporters. Above all, the 
World Cup being the highest level of  
competition in football, a game that 
is played all over the world, provides 
every part of  the global football 
family a sense of  belonging and 
inclusiveness.

Therefore, awarding the hosting 
rights to Qatar was a practical 
demonstration of  the universality of  
football and a push to further the 
frontiers for the development of  the 
game to all parts of  the world, 
particularly in disadvantaged parts 
of  the world. Furthermore, taking 
the World Cup around the world 
will encourage global tourism and 
economic integrat ion among 
nations of  the world.

Since Qatar's successful bid, a 
flurry of  corruption allegations and 

claims of  Qatar “buying the World 
Cup” have surfaced while the 
country's treatment of  migrant 
workers has also been in the 
spotlight. In November 2014, Judge 
Hans-Joachim Eckert released a 42-
page summary of  the Michael 
Garcia Report, clearing Russia and 
Qatar of  any wrongdoing and 
allowing both countries to stage the 
tournaments, even as Garcia, the 
m a n  w h o  c o n d u c t e d  t h e 
investigations declared the report 
“ m a t e r i a l ly  i n c o m p l e t e  a n d 
erroneous”.

Qatar's line of  authority favoured 
FIFA. The world football governing 
body requires government approval 
for countries to win hosting rights of  
its tournaments. With direct access 
to the monarchy in Qatar, there were 
no bureaucratic red tapes. During a 
discussion between the Emir and 
former FIFA President Sepp Blatter 
in 2008, the Qatari sovereign said: 
“It would be nice if  the Arab world 
could have a World Cup and Qatar 
could be a candidate. And, in this 
case, the Emir asked Blatter if  it 
would make sense or if  it was 
incongruous. The emirate had just 
applied for the Olympic Games and 
t h e  W o r l d  A t h l e t i c s 
Championships.”

Jérôme Valcke, former Secretary 
General of  FIFA recalled, ”We said 
to ourselves 'Qatar has so much 
money, let's take advantage of  it” In 
an interview with Le Monde's Rémi 
Dupré, he discussed at length the 
designation, in 2010, of  the emirate 
as host country of  the 2022 World 
C u p  a n d  t h e  s u s p i c i o n s  o f  
corruption that weighed on this 
attribution.”

Another troubling aspect of  the 
World Cup project was extreme 
t e m p e r a t u r e  c o n c e r n s . 
Subsequently, FIFA moved the 2022 
World Cup to Qatar's winter season.

But the weather, too, was well 
taken care of  by the Qatari bidding 
committee which transformed to 
The Supreme Committee  for 
Delivery & Legacy, as Valcke 
explained fur ther: “I was for 
England for 2018 and the United 
States for 2022, rather than for 
Russ ia  and  Qata r.  Wi th  the 
economic situation of  2010, I knew 
that brands were more interested in 
the England-United States tandem 
than in countries stamped “outside 
football”. I was very surprised to see 
that Qatar was close to passing to a 

voice of  victory in the first round. 
But when you see how it sold its 
organization: removable and air-
conditioned stadiums, new… Qatar 
left with a winning approach. It was 
a vital candidacy for the emirate. 
They had winning arguments 
compared to other countries.”

Continuing, Valcke said, “Once 
the 2009 withdrawal attempt failed, 
Qatar's candidacy was freewheeling. 
I was known to be against Qatar. 
After their victory, I went to see the 
Emir's son and his brother and told 
them: “I was against it, but now it's 
my job that the World Cup, FIFA's 
main source of  income, is a success. 
I'm paid for it. It is my responsibility. 
I gave them my word that I would not 
go against them.”

LABOUR REFORMS AND 
WORKERS' RIGHTS: The country 
has also taken seriously criticisms of  
harsh labour laws and workers' 
welfare and rights. Positive reports 
by  the  Inter nat ional  Labour 
Organisation, trade union bodies 
and human rights organisations give 
credence to efforts in that direction.

Most critics of  Qatar hosting the 
World Cup seem to have soft 
pedaled. The chief  of  Norway's 
football federation has appeared to 
change her position on the FIFA 
World Cup 2022 after months of  
scathing criticism of  Qatar, though 
the footballing official says more 
needs to be done.

Lise Klaveness, pointed towards 
“impressive” work by FIFA and the 

World Cup organising body to 
address concerns on welfare issues in 
the Gulf  state, in comments made 
during public parliamentary hearing 
on the protection of  workers' rights 
i n  Q a t a r,  o r g a n i s e d  b y  t h e 
Parliamentary Assembly of  the 
Council of  Europe in Strasbourg.

“Human rights like football 
require doing goals; cannot be 
scored without energy movement, 
cooperation, action on the pitch and 
the issues of  workers rights and 
Qatar is an apt example,” head of  
Norway Footbal l  Federation, 
Klaveness said.

“My fellow panelists here today 
have made a great contribution to the 
impressive list of  legal reforms in 
FIFA and labour reforms in Qatar 
and it's not easy,” she said, pointing 
towards efforts to address workers 
welfare by the Supreme Committee 
for Delivery & Legacy.

INFRASTRUCTURE: More 
than any other host country before it, 
The Supreme Committee  for 
Delivery & Legacy (SC) is well 
ahead of  time in the implementation 
of  host country operations for the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. In 
t e r ms  o f  in f ra s t r uc tu re,  the 
Committee has delivered well ahead 
of  the commencement of  the 
tournament.

The first stadium, one of  the 
most prominent grounds to host the 
World Cup tour nament,  was 
declared and certified ready in 2017. 
This was followed with the opening 

of  the first metro service to the public 
in Qatar's capital, Doha on May 16, 
2019

The Al Janoub Stadium was 
inaugurated in October 2019. It is 
the first Qatar 2022 tournament 
venue to be built from scratch.

Education City Stadium which 
wil l  host  matches up to and 
including the quarter-final stage 
during Qatar 2022 was inaugurated 
in December 2020 and in 2021 the Al 
Rayyan Stadium, the fourth Qatar 
2022 World  Cup venue,  was 
inaugurated.

Qatar inaugurated the fifth 
tournament venue, the Al Thumama 
Stadium on November 30, 2021, 
while the Ras Abu Aboud Stadium, 
also known as Stadium 974, has also 
been unveiled.

With the stage already set for 
Qatar 2022 FIFA World Cup to 
begin in few weeks from now, the 
world is about to witness the most 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d  Wo r l d  C u p 
tournament ever. The Supreme 
Committee for Delivery & Legacy, 
as the committee responsible for the 
organisation of  the tournament is 
called, is ready to challenge future 
host countries with a tournament 
that will be a departure from the past 
and a justification for those wise men 
that voted overwhelmingly for Qatar 
2022.

Qatar  plans  a  car nival  of  
f o o t b a l l ,  c u l t u r a l  d i s p l ay s , 
entertainment and music and the 
world can't wait for the spectacle to 
begin. November 20 is it.
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