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Flood: Over 200 families missing in Anambra
community as 15 contact cholera 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

O
ver two hundred 
families have been 
reportedly said to 

be missing in Umuzu com-
munity in Ogbaru local 
government area of  Anam-
bra state while fifteen per-
sons have been diagnosed 
of  Cholera. 

This was as a result of  
submerged areas by flood 
and they have no medical 
facilities or assistance. Our 
correspondent reports that 
about two hundred fami-
lies cannot be located and 
their whereabouts cannot 
be ascertained as at the 
time of  writing this report.

The place is submerged 
by flood and they have no 
medical facilities or assis-
tance.

So far thirteen children 
and two adults were con-
firmed to have contacted 
cholera in the area where 
the perennial flooding has 
submerged the community.

 When contacted the 

Commissioner for Health 
Dr Afam Obidike could 
not speak on this develop-
ment and even calls and 
text massage was sent to 
him but no reply.

But Obidike had earlier 
told reporters that the state 
government has a medi-
cal team that frequent all 
the communities affected 
by the flood adding that 
the health team has been 
working with the National 
Emergency Management 
Agency NEMA and the 
State Emergency Manage-
ment Agency SEMA to 
provide medical services to 
the victims.

According to President 
Children Of  Farmers Club 
a Non Governmental Or-
ganization NGO Prince 
Chris Okwuosa, there has 
not been any presence of  
the National Emergen-
cy Management Agency 
NEMA in the town add-
ing that the few persons 
found to be taking refuge 
at a school hall depend on 
the flood water which they 

managed to boil for drink-
ing.

 “Umuzu is my commu-
nity and what is happen-
ing here is that about two 
hundred families cannot 
be found and infact we will 
soon declare them missing 
in the flood .

“We have not seen any 
government presence since 
the flood came and the 
community health center 
here has no medical per-
sonnel or facilities before 
the flood came.

“We rely on one young 
man that runs a chemist 
shop here and his shop 
have been taken over by 
the flood.

“Umuzu is the last com-
munity to be submerged by 
the flood and after us we 
have Oseakwa community 
and down to Oguta in Imo 
state. 

Continuing, Okwuo-
sa noted that “there is an 
outbreak of  cholera in 
our community and about 
thirteen children have con-
tacted it as well as two or 

three adults because we 
don’t have drinking water 
but all we do is to boil the 
flood water for drinking” 
he said. President Gener-
al of  Umuzu community 
Mr Cyprian Ezekwesili 
told reporters that to go 
to Umuzu means coming 
through Okija community 
in Ihiala local government 
area through a canoe.

“How can you go there 
from Ogbaru local govern-
ment area? You only need 
to go there through Okija 
town and that is Ihiala lo-
cal government area. 

“Then when you get 
there you will first start 
looking for your relatives 
because you don’t even 
know where they are stay-
ing and some of  them their 

phones are off  because 
there is no access to elec-
tricity. 

Ezekwesili however not-
ed that their kit and kin 
doing business outside 
Anambra state have been 
making free will donations 
for the purchase of  relief  
materials and food items 
adding that so far about 
N500, 000 has been raised.

ASA, USA holds 2022 Convention
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From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
nambra State As-
sociation (ASA) 
USA has held it’s 

Annual Convention 2022 
in Irvin Texas, USA from 
October 14 - 16. 

The convention which 
was packed full of  activi-
ties, was well attended by 
dignitaries from across the 
USA and from Nigeria. 

The high light of  the 
event was the gala dinner 
which was chaired by the 
Young Progressives Party 
(YPP) Candidate for An-
ambra Central Senatorial 
District High Chief  Dr 
Chinedu Anthony Umea-
di.  Delivering his address 
during the gala dinner, Dr 
Umeadi reminded mem-
bers of  the association who 
they were as Anambrari-
ans in Diaspora, and the 
important role they could 

play in the development of  
Anambra State. 

Dr Umeadi encouraged 
them to get more involved 
in charity works in their 
various communities in 
Anambra state and to also 
participate in the Anambra 
elections to ensure that the 
right candidates are elected 
into public offices in the 
February 2023 election. 

Dr Umeadi used the oc-
casion to inform the group 
of  his intention to represent 
the good people of  Anam-
bra Central at the 10th Sen-
ate. Dr Umeadi’s Senatori-
al bid was well received by 
members and guests pres-
ent at the event. Continu-
ing, Dr Umeadi applauded 
the association for bringing 
Anambrarians in the USA 
together and thanked them 
for the charity works they 
were carrying out in Anam-
bra State. 

Dr Umeadi made a cash 
donation to the association 
towards their next medical 
and education outreach in 
Anambra State.  The Pres-
ident ASA USA Dallas/
Fort Worth chapter Chief  
Ray Okoye in his speech 
thanked all the members 
and dignitaries that attend-
ed the event. 

He thanked Dr Umeadi 
specially for accepting to 
chair the event and assured 

Fear grips APC, PDP as Nwa Abia joins APP
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
major political earth-
quake has hit politi-
cal landscape of  Abia 

State following the defection 
of  Hon Chris Akachukwu 
Nwa-Abia, the founder of  
Team Nwa Abia movement, 
to All Peoples Party (APP).

 Akachukwu Nwa-Abia, 
who is a philanthropist, con-
trols a state-wide grassroots 
of  followers and was sup-
porting one of  the frontline 
guber candidates in the State, 
before he quit his support for 
the candidate.

 He is also a popular cam-
paigner against corruption, 
impunity and nepotism, 
which earned him the heart 
of  the people. To this end, 
he has joined the All Peoples 
Party  (APP) to contest  for  
Umuahia North constituen-
cy in Abia State House of  
Assembly and to enthrone a 
new governance in the State.

APP, which has Mascot 
Uzor Kalu, the younger 
brother of  Senator Orji Uzor 
Kalu as its guber candidate, is 
presently steaming with new 
members across the State.

Dependable sources at 
PDP and APC offices in 
Umuahia who spoke on 
the development, expressed 
the fear that Akachukwu’s 
entrance into APP would 
change the outlook of  2023 
battle in Abia State, espe-
cially Abia Central and 
Abia North senatorial zones 
where he commands large 
base of  followers.

An APC chieftain who 
reacted to the issue, revealed 
that “Nwa Abia’s defection 
to APP is big shock to us, 
especially now that he is con-
testing for Umuahia North 
constituency. 

Some of  his supporters 
have dumped our party to 
join him in APP with some 
others threatening to follow 
suit. The story is the same 
in PDP, APGA, LP, and 
YPP who before now, made 
efforts to get Akachukwu’s 
open support for his party 
but failed. Also, a chieftain 
of  PDP from Umuahia 
North revealed that.

“Political calculations 
have instantly changed in 
Abia State since Hon Chris 
Akachukwu joined APP. Re-
member that Mascot Uzor 
Kalu is from Bende LGA 
which has been one of  the 
most populous councils with 
registered voters.” 

The PDP chieftain went 
on, Mascot was brought up 
in Aba and commands the 
support of  youths in Eny-
imba City, especially traders, 
students and artisans.

 Therefore, the entrance of  
Nwa-Abia has automatically 
changed 2023 game in the 
State but i am assuring you 
that we are still the best par-
ty.”  

Speaking to journalists re-
cently on his reasons for join-
ing APP, Nwa Abia assured 

that  the  days of  impunity 
and embezzlement of  public 
funds in Abia were over as 
according to him, those who  
allegedly wasted golden op-
portunities of  Abia would 
be  roundly rejected by the 
people. 

He urged his Ohuhu kins-
men to cast their votes “only 
for credible candidates.” But 
the Vice Chairman (Abia 
North) of  PDP in, Chief  
Amah Abraham has main-
tained that PDP is the only 
people-oriented party in 
Abia. 

Abraham, who doubles 
as the Acting Publicity Sec-
retary of  Abia PDP, made 
it clear that his party would 
maintain its victory streak in 
2023.

him of  the association’s 
support towards his sena-
torial bid in the upcoming 
general election. 

The ASA USA Nation-
al Convention Chairman 
Dr Vincent Izuegbu in his 
speech also thanked the 
sponsors of  the event Flut-
terwave and also thanked 
Dr Umeadi for making out 
time to attend the occasion 
and for his generous dona-
tion towards their planned 
medical and education out-
reach in Anambra state. 

Other speakers at the 
event included Prof  NT. 
Izuchi, the vice chairman 
of  the occasion, High 
Chief  (Dr) Napoleon 
Onyechi (Oba Odezulig-
bo), Dr Clement Nduka, 
High Chief  (Dr) Mrs Chin-
we Nduka (Anyafulu ugo 
na Nri), Dr Chukwuka 
(Agunaechemba Anaocha) 
and several other distin-
guished guests who gave 
short speeches before mak-
ing their donations towards 
the association’s planned 
medical and education 
mission in Anambra State. 

 Other activities during 
the gala dinner were tradi-
tional dance by the associ-
ation’s women, exhibition 
of  the association’s new 
masquerade, and trumpet 
exhibition by Chief  Ray 
Okoye.

Gunmen abduct Catholic Priest 
in Anambra 
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

R
ev. Fr. Joseph Ig-
weagu, a priest with 
the Catholic Archdi-

ocese of  Onitsha, has been 
abducted in Anambra State. 
News Echo gathered that 
Igweagu, a parish priest 
in charge of  St Joseph’s 
Parish, Abata Nsugbe, An-
ambra East Local Govern-
ment Area of  the state, has 
been missing since October 
12th, 2022.

He was said to be abduct-
ed while returning after 
celebrating a Funeral Vigil 
Mass at Umunnachi in the 
Njikoka Local Govern-
ment Area of  the state. 

A statement by the 
Catholic Archdiocese of  
Onitsha, made available to 
journalists on Tuesday, said 
the Archdiocese is doing 
everything possible to se-
cure his freedom. 

The statement titled, 
‘An urgent call for sincere 
prayer – Re: Kidnap of  Rev. 
Fr Joseph Igweagu’, was 
signed by the Archdiocesan 
Chancellor of  Catholics 
Archdiocese of  Onitsha, 
Rev. Fr. Prudentius Emeja 

Aroh.
It was, however, silent on 

whether his abductors had 
called to demand ransom 
or not.

 The statement read, “It is 
with shock but strong faith 
in the love and protection 
of  God that we announce 
to the priests, religious, lay 
faithful of  Onitsha Arch-
diocese and all men and 
women of  goodwill, the ab-
duction of  our Priest, Rev. 
Fr. Joseph Igweagu, the 
Parish Priest of  St Joseph 
Parish, Abata Nsugbe.

“Rev. Fr. Joseph was 
kidnapped while returning 
to his house after celebrat-
ing a funeral vigil mass at 
Umunnachi on Wednesday 
evening, October 12, 2022. 

“We solicit sincere prayer 
for his unconditional re-
lease from the hands of  
his abductors. The Archdi-
ocese of  Onitsha is doing 
everything possible to se-
cure his freedom.

“While we pray for the 
conversion of  his abduc-
tors, we call on our Mother 
Mary, the undoer of  knots, 
to intercede on his behalf  
so that he will be quickly 
released unhurt.”

...Pledges support for Anambra Central YPP candidate  
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Okorie arrested over drugs related
offences says Ebonyi Govt

Imo Deputy Governor, prof Placid Njoku �anked to the right by the state part chairman, Macdonald Ebere during the Imo APC 
LGA TOWN Hall Tour in Ikeduru LGA on Tuesday.

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

E
bionyi State govern-
ment has said that the 
arrest of  Senatorial 

candidate of  Labour Party 
for Ebonyi South zone and 
former member House of  
Representatives, Hon Linus 
Okorie was alleged involve-
ment in drug- related of-
fences in the state. 

The State Commissioner 
for Information, Hon Barr. 
Orji Uchenna Orj who 
stated this while briefing 
journalists in Abakaliki said 
Hon Okorie was arrested 
and promptly handed over 
to the Police by Ebebuagu 
security operatives contrary 
to some media report that 
he was abducted. He said:  

“It has become imperative 
to put the records straight 
over the sensations caused 
by the mendacious and de-
ceptive account of  the cro-
nies of  Hon. Linus Abba 

Okorie over his arrest which 
was truly in connection with 
serial crimes allegedly com-
mitted by him and the com-
plicity of  his club facility - 
the City Hub in promoting 
sundry crimes, especially 
in peddling hard drugs and 
other illicit substances”.

“We have noted the mo-
tive behind the weighty but 
baseless accusations leveled 
against the security outfit 
that carried out its lawful 
and professional duty in re-
lation to the offences hang-
ing around the neck of  Hon. 
Linus Abba Okorie and for 
which he had for the ump-
teenth time rudely and sub-
versively evaded every at-
tempt by the Police to arrest 
him to answer to the crimes 
he was suspected to have 
committed, including capi-
tal offences. 

Contrary to the unfound-
ed, irresponsible and vicious 
accusations widely circulat-
ed in social media for cheap 

DeKing Group staff pour encomiums on Lolo Ebubemba 
Ikeduru, as she marks birthday
By Ikenna Orioha

S
taff  and friends of  
DeKings Group of  
Companies have 

poured encomiums on the 
wife of  the Founder and 
CEO of  DeKings Group 
of  Companies, Odiuko Na 
Mba, Chief  Mrs. Maureen 
Chimezie Kingsley as she 
marked her birthday yes-
terday.

The staff  of  DeKings 
Group of  Companies com-
prising News Echo/News 
Insider and the Printing 
Hub who gathered to cel-
ebrate Odiukonamba on 
her birthday anniversa-
ry, wished her long life, 

strength and all good things 
which life offers, praying 
for God sustenance, de-
scribing her as a good wife, 
a caring mother and heart-
warming.

With the Director of  Op-
erations and General Man-
ager of  DeKings Group 
of  Companies, Patricia 
Nwonye and James Kalu, 
wishing her more fruitful 
living, praying that she will 
continue to age graciously 
and live joyously.

The celebrant, Odiuko 
Na Mba, who thanked the 
staff  and friends for show-
ing enormous love to her 
by their hearty celebration, 
expressed gratitude to God 

Almighty for giving her 
and her family better life 
opportunities, saying she 
would ever remain green 
and committed to the work 
of  God and humanity. 

“Am overwhelmed, 
humbled and thankful to 
God for showing me mer-
cy. I give Him all the glory. 
It is a thing of  joy to me 
and my family.

“I do appreciate all 
who celebrated me to-
day. I’m grateful. This is 
too much love”, the cele-
brant maintained. In his 
remarks, the husband of  
the celebrant and CEO of  
DeKings Group of  Com-
panies, Ebubemba Ikedu-

political gains, the suspect, 
Hon. Linus Abba Okorie 
was arrested and promptly 
handed over to the Police 
and he is pretty hale and 
hearty. 

He is already giving use-
ful information on his roles 
in the offences reported 
against him”.

“It is noteworthy to men-
tion that in a petition dat-
ed 23rd March, 2022 and 
which was transmitted to 
the office of  the Commis-
sioner of  Police, Ebonyi 
State Command on 24th 
March, 2022, the Honour-
able Attorney-General and 
Commissioner for Justice 
sought for the arrest of  Hon. 
Linus Abba Okorie over the 
maliciously concocted and 
virally circulated criminal 
and defamatory onslaught 
against the person of  the 
governor which violated the 
extant provisions of  Ebonyi 
State Cybercrimes (Prohibi-
tion) Law No 012, 2021 and 

the Internal Security Law 
of  the state. 

We were told the Police 
made several efforts to ar-
rest the said Hon Linus 
Abba Okorie who was mov-
ing fugitively to frustrate the 
long arms of  Law”.

“It is also noteworthy to 
mention that the Cyber-
crimes Crack Team in the 
Ministry of  Information 
and State Orientation re-
ported a criminal case of  
contravention of  the Cy-
bercrimes Laws of  Ebonyi 
State by Hon. Linus Abba 
Okorie dated 20th January, 
2022 and same acknowl-
edged by the office of  the 
Commissioner of  Police on 
31st January, 2022. 

We were told that the said 
suspect - Hon Linus Abba 
Okorie had been evading 
the cause of  investigation”.

“On the 16th day of  Oc-
tober, 2022, actionable 
intelligence propelled the 
Ebubeagu Security Agen-

cy to operationally track 
the said Hon Linus Abba 
Okorie over security infor-
mation that his staff, to his 
knowledge, was harbour-
ing illicit drug traffickers 
in his club facility, one of  
whom had been arrested, 
charged to Court and con-
victed in Charge No: FHC/
AI/41C/2022 in the Feder-
al High Court of  Nigeria, in 
the Abakaliki Division”.

“It must be noted that 
Ebonyi State Ebubeagu Se-
curity Agency is a creation 
of  the Law established, to 
among other things, col-
laborate with and assist the 
Police and other security 
agencies in maintaining 
Law and Order, including 
but not limited to, ensuring 
that offenders are identi-
fied, arrested, profiled and 
promptly handed over to the 
nearest Ppolice station and 
this they discharged in the 
case of  Hon. Linus Abba 
Okorie with a deep sense of  

responsibility having regard 
to the sanctity of  his consti-
tutional rights”. 

“The Law is no respecter 
of  persons and its enforce-
ment applies to all manners 
of  people notwithstanding 
their political or economic 
status in the society. Our 
duty as government is to 
ensure that the Laws are en-
forced in line with the best 
practices”. 

“We therefore urge 
members of  the public to 
discountenance all the ru-
mours and unfounded accu-
sations    against our hard -
working Security Agencies 
and or government officials 
as the handiwork of  polit-
ical desperadoes who are 
bitter and envious about the 
performance index attained 
by Ebonyi State Govern-
ment especially in the cre-
ation of  enabling physical 
and social environment for 
the advancement of  our 
statehood as a people, he 
stated.

ru Chimezie Kingsley, ex-
pressed gratitude to God 
for adding more life to his 
wife who he wished bliss 
of  living, describing her as 
a good wife who has been 
very supportive to him, as 
well as contributing im-
measurably to his success-
es.

According to Ebubemba 
Ikeduru, “a man needs a 
good woman to articulate 
as to create wealth. Behind 
every successful man, there 
is a good woman. I want to 
thank God for the gift of  a 
good woman whose addi-
tional life today is as a re-
sult of  God’s grace. 

“I appreciate you all for 
celebrating her”.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

B
arely three days 
Awka Capital Ter-
ritory Development 

Agency (ACTDA) carried 
out demolition of  shanties 
at Abakiliki Street, Awka, 
some defiant sex workers, 
have hurriedly repaired their 
‘business’ charlets and full 
business activities resumed.

Soludo had ordered the 
demolition of  shanties in 
the area, on the premise that 
they were illegal structures, 
while some were situated 
under high tension electrici-
ty cable, News Echo earlier 
reported.

However, Abakiliki Street 
is regarded as the red light 
district of  the state capital; 
with many high and low 
profile sex workers solicit-
ing patronage in the area at 
night.

Calling the bluff  of  the 
state governor on the matter, 
the women of  easy virtue 
said the governor would not 

deprive them their means of  
livelihood in the prevailing 
economic circumstances in 
the country.

“It’s our fundamental 
right to earn a genuine liv-
ing in any part of  the coun-
try with what we have. We 
are not criminals; we are 
humanitarian caregivers,” 
one of  them told our corre-
spondent.

But when our corre-
spondent visited the area 
on Monday night days after 
the demolition, it was dis-
covered that the demolished 
shanties had been rebuilt.

In front of  one of  the 
shanties, ladies of  easy vir-
tue were seen sitting on side 
stools, drinking, smoking 
while making passes at men, 
to solicit patronage.

A source said: “They are 
not the owners of  the shan-
ty. What they do is that if  
they have a customer who 
wants their services, they 
negotiate with him and use 
part of  the payment to pay 
the owner of  the shanty.

 “If  a man also brings a 
girl, he pays to use the shan-
ty for short time with the 
girl. They are mostly patron-
ized by touts.

 “It is just a short time 
service apartment, and they 
collect N500 from the men 
to use it, but the girls who 
are prostitutes negotiate 
lower prices, because they 
are regulars.”
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Editorial

igeria has been ranked 103 out of 121 

Ncountries in the 2022 Global Hunger 
Index, a position that signifies the 

nation “has a level of hunger that is serious”.
The Global Hunger Index was jointly 

p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  G e r m a n - b a s e d 
Welthungerhilfe and Dublin-based Concern 
Worldwide on Friday.

The report, which ranks countries by 
“severity”, gave Nigeria a score of 27.3; a 
hunger level falling under the “serious” 
category. The index has five levels of hunger 
under which eac

The Global Hunger Index (GHI) is a tool 
for comprehensively measuring and tracking 
hunger at global, regional, and national 
levels. Its scores are based on the values of 
f o u r  c o m p o n e n t  i n d i c a t o r s : 
undernourishment, child stunting, child 
wasting, and child mortality.

The 2022 report indicates that 12.7 per 
c e n t  o f  N i g e r i a ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  i s 
undernourished. It also shows that 6.5 per 
cent of under-five children in the country are 
wasted while 31.5 per cent of children under 
five are stunted.

It also indicates that 11.4 percent of 
children in Nigeria die before their fifth 
birthday.

Undernourishment measures the share of 
the population with insufficient caloric 
intake while child stunting analyses the share 
of children under five who have low height 
f o r  t h e i r  a g e ,  r e f l e c t i n g  c h r o n i c 
undernutrition.

Child wasting signifies the share of 
children under five who have low weight for 
their height, reflecting acute undernutrition; 
child mortality on the other hand indicates 
the share of children who die before their 
fifth birthday, partly reflecting the fatal mix 
of  inadequate nutrition and unhealthy 
environments.

Based on the values of the four indicators, 
a Global Hunger Index (GHI) score is 
calculated on a 100-point scale reflecting the 
severity of hunger, where 0 is the best 
possible score (no hunger) and 100 is the 
worst. Each country's GHI score is classified 
by severity, from low to extremely alarming.

According to the report, 17 countries 
including China, Hungary, Montenegro, 
Uzbekistan, Russia and Saudi Arabia shared 
the top rank with a GHI score of less than 5. 
No country has been placed in the extremely 
alarming category this year.

According to the report, some 828 million 
people were affected by hunger globally in 
2021, an increase of about 46 million people 
since 2020 and 150 million people since the 
outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The index indicates that the highest levels 
of hunger were in “Africa South of the 
Sahara” and South Asia – with progress 
against hunger in these regions having 
stagnated in recent years.

“The situation is likely to worsen in the 

face of the current barrage of overlapping 
global crises; conflict, climate change, and 
the economic fallout of the COVID-19 
pandemic; all of which are powerful drivers 
of hunger,” the report said.

“The war in Ukraine has further increased 
global food, fuel, and fertilizer prices and has 
the potential to contribute to food shortages 
in 2023 and beyond.”

The report also forecasts that by 2030, 
there will still be hundreds of millions of 
people experiencing hunger thereby failing to 
meet set targets by the United Nations.

“While we may not be able to end hunger 
by then, we can stop it heading in the wrong 
direction,” Concerns' head of advocacy, 
Réiseal Chéilleachair, said in a statement 
published on its website.

She said the number of shocks people are 
experiencing means more effort is needed to 
increase global food, nutrition, and 
livelihood security.

“The interdependency of the food system 
is evident in how shocks in one country can 
have a direct impact on the purchasing power 
and food consumption of  families in 
another,” she said.

Nigeria's position on the Global Hunger 
Index (GHI) is not news as previous reports 
had predicted a hunger crisis in Nigeria and 
its effect on the people, especially children.

A 2021 UNICEF report titled 'Fed to Fail', 
revealed that many children under age two 
(2) are lacking the food and nutrients they 
need to thrive and grow well, leading to 
irreversible developmental harm.

The report also indicates that nutritional 
intake in the first two years of life can harm 
children's rapidly growing bodies and brains, 
impacting their futures.

“The findings of the report are clear: 
millions of young children are not being fed 
diets adequate for their growth and 
development,” UNICEF Nigeria Deputy 
Representative, Rushnan Murtaza, said.

Another report by the United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Organisation in March 
predicted that about 19.4 million people will 
face food insecurity across Nigeria between 
June and August earlier this year.

The report also shows that about 14.4 
million people including 385,000 Internally 
Displaced Persons (IDPs) in 21 states and 
Abuja were already in a food crisis at the time 
of the report. Nigeria's hunger crisis has 
majorly been attributed to the insecurity 
ravaging many parts of the country.

We, therefore the leadership of Nigeria to 
act now and urgently too, to rebuild food 
security on a new and lasting basis to avoid 
sleepwalking into the catastrophic and 
systematic food crisis in the future.

This is the second consecutive year in 
which Nigeria's ranking on the scale remains 
the same. Nigeria, Africa's most populous 
nation, ranked 103 out of 116 countries in 
2021 and 98 among 107 countries in 2020.

Urgent remedial measures
needed as Nigeria ranks 103
on Global Hunger Index
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o l l o w i n g  t h e  Fextraordinary rendition 
of  Nnamdi Kanu last 

year, John Campbell, a former 
US Ambassador to Nigeria 
(quoting a journal article 
published in Council of  Foreign 
Relations) cautioned in a tweet 
that Nigeria cannot afford any 
more 'mishandlings' of  the 
matter of  Nnamdi Kanu, 
positing that “the safety and 
security of  the country depends 
on it”. Recently, on two different 
occasions when the question or 
request of  releasing Kanu was 
put to President Buhari, he 
parried the matter by ruling out 
the prospects of  any executive 
decision on it, stating instead 
that it is a decision that he has 
left to the courts. In other words, 
Buhari twice promised to 
comply with any court order 
that bears on releasing Kanu 
from detention. At the time, 
ardent admirers of  the President 
h a d  a p p l a u d e d  h i m  f o r  
demonstrating a proclivity for 
'respecting' the judiciary. On my 
part, I had tweeted that a day 
shall come when the President 
shall be held to that promise. 

That day has come. In the 
wake of  the Court of  Appeal 
judgment  l a s t  Thur sday  
discharging Kanu from all the 
charges pending against him, I 
recalled both Ambassador 
Campbel's diplomatic cautions 
and Buhari 's presidential 
promises and suddenly realized 
t h a t  t h e  ' m i s h a n d l i n g s '  
Campbell had alluded to are 
somewhat legion. The first 
mishandling was back in 2015, 
when the needless arrest of  
Nnamdi Kanu transformed 
IPOB to a burgeoning mass 
movement and made Kanu a 
folk hero and the alpha male of  
the overt and covert resistance to 
the institutional political 
injustices that persist in Nigeria. 
Despite widespread outcries, the 
government of  Nigeria persisted 
with the trial of  Kanu which, in 
quick time, unwittingly turned 
out to be greatest membership 
drive for IPOB and the major 
factor that validated its demand 
for self  determination. The 
second mishandling and of  the 
deadly kind were the series of  
the contrived clashes with IPOB 
from August 2015 to September 
2017 when the security forces 
lethally invaded Kanu's home in 
Umuahia.

 In between, many lives were 
extrajudicially lost over an 
agitation that is, by law, a 
legitimate political opinion that 
requires political brinkmanship, 
rather than violence, to resolve. 

But of  a more significant impact 
is that Ndigbo, not just IPOB, 
felt collectively wounded and 
bereaved by the questionable 
extrajudicial killings of  Igbo 
youths that seemed to have 
become the norm. The third 
mishandling quickly followed 
on the heels of  the second when, 
i n  a  f i t  o f  e g r e g i o u s  
discrimination, the IPOB was 
proscribed and designated a 
terrorist group in the midst of  
the open and brazen pampering 
of  the real and notorious 
terrorists that have overrun 
Northern Nigeria and breaching 
the boundaries and inner 
reaches of  Southern Nigeria. 
Nigerians of  conscience and the 
international community were 
aghast to the point that some 
important foreign powers, such 
as Britain and America, spoke 
out against  the ter rorist  
des igna t ion .  The  four th  
mishandling was in March 
2018, when I secured a sound 
decision from an international 
human rights tribunal, directing 
President Buhari to cease and 
desist from any further law 
enforcement actions against the 
IPOB and Nnamdi Kanu. The 
tribunal took it a notch further 
by writing an impassioned letter 
to Buhari, stressing the need for 
i m m e d i a t e  c o m p l i a n c e,  
especially as Nigeria is a prime 
State party to the Instrument 
that grandfathered and founded 
the tribunal. Shockingly, the 
President ignored the tribunal 
and even added insult to injury 
by escalating the lethal law 
enforcement tactics the tribunal 
had sought to halt. The fourth 

and  the  mos t  in famous  
m i s h a n d l i n g  i s  t h e  
extraordinary rendition of  
Kanu. Initially, the government 
pretended to have legally 
extradited Kanu and much of  
the public thought so until I 
c a l l e d  i t  ' ex t r a o r d i n a r y  
rendition' in my first public 
statement on the matter in early 
July 2021. And for this reason, I 
was detained and interrogated. I 
was also subjected to sponsored 
social media attacks and vicious 
blackmail which heightened to 
threats to my physical safety 
when I unilaterally took the 
matter of  the rendition to the 
State and Federal High Courts 
in Umuahia. It was a lonely and 
difficult journey that, to my 
eternal relief, finally found 
companionship and validation 
in the Court of  Appeal. 
S p o n s o r e d  T h e  f i f t h  
mishandling was persisting with 
the detention of  Nnamdi Kanu 
on the premise that he had 
jumped bail, even after I secured 
a damning judgment to the 
contrary from the High Court of  
Abia State. 

A well-ordered society, 
predicated on good conscience, 
equity and rule of  law would 
have pivoted on this judgment to 
restore Kanu to his bail or even 
call a mistrial. At that juncture, 
the task of  rendering justice to 
Kanu and letting him go home 
was the prerogative of  the trial 
court but it did not happen. The 
sixth mishandling was the 
refusal to comply with the 
directives to release Kanu 
unconditionally which issued 
from the United Nations 

Human Rights Council (the 
Working Group on Arbitrary 
Detention) in July this year. 
Br uce  Fe in ,  my e r ud i te  
colleague based in the United 
States worked very hard to 
secure this decision while I 
supplied him all the facts and 
litigation support he needed 
from Nnamdi Kanu because he 
was not allowed to meet with 
Kanu during his odd four visits 
to Nigeria for this purpose. It 
was tough. Bruce, a former 
associate Deputy Attorney-
General of  the United States is a 
lawyer of  international renown. 
So, you can imagine the 
i n c a l c u l a b l e  d i p l o m a t i c  
consequences of  preventing him 
from meeting with his client that 
many times. The treatment 
meted out to Bruce discouraged 
the other Nnamdi Kanu's 
lawyers I closely work with – the 
Bindmans of  Britain and the 
Luchiri of  Kenya – from coming 
to Nigeria to meet with Kanu. 

The seventh mishandling is 
three-pronged and they are: the 
Attorney-General's pathetic 
semantic games with the 
language of  the judgment 
(discharged versus acquitted), 
his unbelievable misconception 
of  pre-rendition and post-
rendition offenses and the 
extrajudicial intermeddling of  
the National Security Council 
with the fruits of  the judgment. 
My summary take on these are 
as follows: One, whether 
acquitted or not, discharged is 
enough to allow Kanu to go 
home. In our jurisprudence, it is 
not an acquittal alone that 
allows a detainee to go home. A 

discharge or even a strike out 
can as well. The reason for this is 
constitutional and that is: The 
government is not allowed to 
lock you up without a criminal 
charge standing against you. So, 
as of  6pm on Thursday when the 
gavel came down at the Court of  
Appeal in favor of  Kanu, he no 
longer had any criminal charges 
standing against him. Thus, 
continuing to detain him, other 
than for a short period required 
to administratively process his 
release, amounts to false and 
unlawful imprisonment, if  not 
worse. To be sure, it is this same 
attitude that guided the actions 
which culminated in the 
extraordinary rendition that 
will, like that of  Umaru Dikko, 
dog this nation for eternity. Two, 
on the notion that Kanu will not 
be released because of  what the 
AGF called pre-rendition 
offenses, the AGF appears to 
have forgotten that, in his fit of  
levying quantum terrorism 
offenses against Kanu, he 
unilaterally dropped all the pre-
rendition offenses but the one 
dealing with illegal importation 
of  radio equipment, which 
incidentally happened to be one 
of  the seven counts dismissed by 
the Court of  Appeal last 
Thursday. 

So, there is no single pre-
rendition offense still pending 
against Kanu. None! Three, the 
National Security Council has 
no business discussing whether 
a court order should be obeyed 
or not. It makes it look like the 
Supreme Court of  Nigeria, 
which it is not. Plus, the 
agitation for Biafra is a protected 
political opinion called self  
determination in both our 
domestic laws and international 
law. It is not a national security 
issue that requires guns, bullets 
rendition and imprisonment. 
Instead, it calls for dialogue, 
political brinkmanship, accord 
and satisfaction. The eight and 
final mishandling (or final straw, 
if  you like) lies in President 
Buhari failing to keep to the 
promise he had twice made to 
obey any court order that bears 
on the release of  Nnamdi Kanu. 
Any man or woman of  honor 
and integrity close to the 
President should call him aside 
from those misleading him and 
then advise him that such 
solemn promise is supposed to 
be kept because a promise, 
especially of  the presidential 
kind, is a debt guaranteed by the 
personal honor and the full faith 
and credit of  the President of  the 
Federal Republic of  Nigeria.

Mr President: A Promise as a Debt 

A well-ordered society, predicated on good 
conscience, equity and rule of  law would 
have pivoted on this judgment to restore 

Kanu to his bail or even call a mistrial. At 
that juncture, the task of  rendering justice 
to Kanu and letting him go home was the 
prerogative of  the trial court but it did not 

happen. 

“

By Aloy Ejimakor 
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Advertorial

James Kalu
GM DeKing Group
of Companies Ltd.

Indeed, your birthday anniversary calls for all-round 

celebration in a unique way. You have brought so much 

inspiration, joy and relief to many hearts and minds. We, at 

DEKING GROUP of Companies, express our profound 

gratitude to God for the grace of another year upon your life. 

As we celebrate you, we pray God to grant you more years 

of blessed and fulfilled life in Jesus Name, Amen.

Happy Birthday & Many Hearty Cheers!!!

Celebrating an iconic woman and bossCelebrating an iconic woman and bossCelebrating an iconic woman and boss
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Advertorial

The fresh news people

Chief Lady
Maureen Nneka
Kingsley Lolo Ebubemba

Odiuko na mba

Co-Founder Deking Group of Companies Ltd. & DeKing Charity Foundation

We, celebrate you now and always.

You're a delight to us in News Echo Newspaper

and News Insider Magazine, we appreciate your 

kind and ever caring dispositions always.

We, wish you long life, more grace and

God's unlimited blessings.

May God grant you all your heart desires.

More wisdom to you Ma.

Happy birthday and many happy returns.

Bright C. J. Okereke
Managing Editor
For News Echo Newspaper & News Insider Magazine
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The wealth of the nation is here,
Obi tells Northerners

Shiekh Ahmed Gumi and Peter Obi when the latter paid a visit to the Muslim cleric in Kaduna.

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha  

T
he Presidential Can-
didate of  the Labour 
Party in the 2023 

General election, Peter Obi 
has assured the Northern 
region that his Presidency if  
elected will give the region 
premium place in his agen-
da because the wealth of  the 
nation is in the region.

Obi who titled his re-
marks, ‘the unmet Needs of  
the North’, told the Arewa 
Joint Committee Interac-
tive Session at the Arewa 
House Auditorium, Kadu-
na, on Monday 17th Octo-
ber, 2022,  that the region is 
strategic to the development 
plans of  Obi-Datti adminis-
tration if  elected President 
in 2023.

 “We shall pay as much at-
tention to the development 
of  the North as to the devel-
opment of  all other parts of  
the country; but with much 
greater emphasis on the de-
velopment of  the Agricul-
tural resources. The North 
remains where the biggest 
and sustainable wealth of  
this great Nation lies.”

The LP Candidate said 
that they intend to pursue 
aggressively policies, pro-
grammes and projects to 
enhance the productivity 
and competitiveness of  all 
the sectors of  the Nigerian 
economy.  

And will in particular do 
the following in the North;  

“offer immediate and de-
cisive long-lasting and per-
manent-effect resolution of  
all security challenges in the 
North; Ensure that farmers 
return to all farmlands for 
the 2023 farming Season. 
We will make Nigeria’s ar-
able land in the North her 
new oil and gold.

And as part of  our Mar-
shall Plan for Education, “we 
will foster Federal interven-
tion in education at all levels 
in the North and partnership 
with state governments and 
international organizations 
in order to improve access 
to affordable and quality ed-
ucation at all levels;  Ensure 
very adequate representation 
in government, equitable 
appointments, especially in 
the Security and Economic 
Sectors; Incentivize the re-
suscitation of  the moribund 
cotton and textile industries; 
and full exploration of  the 
cattle economy value chain, 
notably the $75b global hide 
and skin economy. 

He announced that Ni-
geria’s share of  the glob-
al industry is envisaged to 
generate over $1bn by 2025; 
and his administration will 
ensure very generous de-
ployment and allocation of  
economic and social pro-
jects and infrastructure in the 
North – with keen attention 
to Roads, Energy, Power, 
and Dams- and Solar energy 
from Sunlight.

Obi said that a new New 
Nigeria was possible and 

APGA raises alarm over plan to attack 
candidates, supporters by agents of Ebonyi govt
From David Eze, Abakaliki

T
he All Progressive 
Grand Alliance, 
APGA, Ebonyi State 

Chapter have raised alarm 
over plans to attack its deputy 
governorship candidate, Dr. 
Nkata Chuku, the Ebonyi 
South senatorial candidate, 

Sir, Ifeanyi Eleje, a journalist 
who doubles as the special 
assistant to the governorship 
candidate on media, Mr. 
Charles Otu and among oth-
ers by the state government. 

The Party in a statement 
in Abakaliki by his Publicity 
Secretary Hon. Nwanchor 
Chibuike said that the party 

had suffered intimidation 
from the government since 
the inception of  the current 
administration.

He maintained that the 
incumbent government does 
not have the monopoly of  
violence saying that they 
would not fold their hands 
and watch their candidate 

the Nigerian people wanted 
solutions to the many prob-
lems confronting them.

“But we must return to 

dreams of  our founding fa-
thers to create an egalitarian 
society. The Nigeria we seek 
will be a United and Secure 
Nigeria that symbolizes the 
spirit, letters, and exhorting 
ethos of  our national an-
them – “one nation bound 
in freedom, peace and uni-

ty” where “peace and justice 
shall reign.”

The former Anambra state 
Governor said that Obi-Dat-
ti ticket planned to offer 
Nigerians purposeful lead-
ership with the fear of  God 
and with all good conscience 
and intent where the Con-

stitution and the rule of  law 
will always prevail.  

Obi also told his audience 
that includes Northern Cor-
porate and Political leader-
ship that Nigeria situation 
got this bad because “Our 
leaders became selfish, my-
opic and stopped listening 
and caring for the common 
man.

“Bad leadership, divisive 
rhetorics, and impunity be-
came the norm. Nigerians 
have suffered; they have lost 
jobs, and lost their farms and 
herds and their trust in our 
leaders. That narrative must 
change.”

and supporters been attacked 
in any form.

He said the party has also 
written to the commissioner 
of  police in Ebonyi State and 
other relevant security agen-
cies in Nigeria over such evil 
plan.

“We wish to let the state 
government and the general 
public to know that we have 
heard and read it from several 
online publication of  the evil 
plan by the state government 
and unguided public utter-
ances by the core supporters 
of  APC led government to 
Attack APGA candidates in 
Ebonyi South and other polit-
ical parties in Ebonyi State;” 

“That Ebonyi State belongs 
to all of  us and all levels play 
ground should be given to 
all political parties in Ebonyi 
as INEC kicks off  campaign 
ahead of  the 2023 general 
elections”. He said.

The Party also called for 
the immediate disbandment 
of  Ebubeagu Security Net-
work and stopping it from 
participating in the activities 
leading to the 2023 general 
election.

He said that the Inspector 
general of  Police, IGP Us-
man Harba had earlier di-
rected that the security group 
should not participate or play 
a part in any form in the build 
up to the election processes.

News

Ohuhu clan cries out over marginalisation
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he people of  Ohuhu 
clan  in Umuahia 
North LGA of  Abia 

State have bemoaned the  
alleged destruction of  dec-
ades-old rotational power 
arrangements in Ikwuano/
Umuahia Federal constitu-
ency by the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP).

This is even as they 
drummed support for their 
indigenes in the House of  
Reps seat.

According to the clan, 
their turn to produce PDP 
candidate for the slot of  Ik-
wuano/Umuahia federal 
constituency was alleged 
snatched from them before 
and during the 2023 House 
of  Representatives primary 
election held in May this 
year.

They lamented that a 
power shifting system in 
PDP which allowed clans 
in the 3 LGAs in Ikwuano/
Umuahia federal constitu-
ency to occupy the House 
of  Reps seat for 1 term of  4 
years each, have  allegedly 
been destroyed by powerful 
persons in the party, when 
it reached the turn of  the 
Ohuhu people to produce 
the candidate.

In a joint statement  by 
Engr Chibundu Timothy 
and Hon Nzenwata  Any -
alewechi community lead-
ers and PDP stalwarts from 
Ohuhu, they regretted that 
their turn to produce the 
House of  Reps  candidate 
for Ikwuano/Umuahia 
were  denied them by peo-
ple from other  clans that 
had occupied the seat in 
the past.

The PDP stakeholders 

… Says Northern farmers ‘ll return 
to their farms in 2023

who addressed the press at 
Nkata Okpuala Nkwoeg-
wu, Umuahia North over 
the weekend, urged Ohuhu 
indigenes to vote for Ohuhu 
sons that are in the House 
of  Reps race, to claim their 
rights.

Engr.  Chibundu Timo -
thy, who made it clear that 
political marginalization 
of  his people would be re-
jected in 2023 through the 
powers of  PVC, expressed 
disappointment with PDP 
for allegedly deceiving his 
people.

Chibundu said, “Rota-
tion of  power has been mu-
tually implemented among 
the 3 LGAs that make up 
Ikwuano/Umuahia fed-
eral constituency namely 
Umuahia North, Umuahia 
South and Ikwuano and all 
major clans in these LGAs 
have occupied the seat in 

accordance with the power  
rotation agreement reached 
by elders of  the LGAs.”

 “In 1999, Hon Acho 
Obioma from Umuopara 
clan of  Umuahia South 
took the first shot. In 2003, 
Hon Emeka Atuma from 
Oboro clan Ikwuano LGA 
went to the House for one 
term of  4 years and came 
down. In 2007, Stanley 
Ohajuruka from Ibeku in 
Umuahia North represent-
ed us for 1 term of  4 years.”

He continued, “After 
Ohajuruka, power went 
to Umuahia South and 
Udo Ibeji who hails from 
Olokoro-Old Umuahia 
bloc in 2011 and he  stayed 
for 1 term of  4 years; then  
power returned to Ikwuano 
LGA in 2015 where Hon 
Sam Onuigbo from Ibere 
clan of  Ikwuano LGA was 
elected.”

He regretted that by 2019 
when his people of  Ohuhu 

were supposed to take their 
own turn, some powers-
that-be in PDP allegedly 
altered the peaceful rota-
tional system and gave a 
second term ticket to Hon 
Sam Onuigbo, despite loud 
cries of  Ohuhu indigenes.

“During 2019 senatorial 
and House of  Reps cam-
paign rally held by PDP in 
Ohuhu, they begged us to 
support Hon Sam Onuig-
bo so that Ohuhu people 
would take over in 2023 
and run 8 years. 

But this year again, they 
still took away our turn 
in PDP”, Engr Chibundu 
Timothy said.

He described the maltreat-
ment of  his people as injus-
tice and disregard to equity. 
The PDP elders there-
fore drummed support for 
House of  Reps candidates 
of  Ohuhu extraction irre-
spective of  any political 
party they are contesting 
from.

Wednesday 19 - Thursday 20 October, 2022 
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We have won them forever, FG has no
choice but to release Nnamdi Kanu – Ejiofor

Vice President, Prof. Yemi Osinbajo and APC Presidential Flagbearer Bola Tinubu appear on Tuesday afternoon as both were attend-
ing Day 2 of the Buhari Administration’s Ministerial Retreat at the Presidential Villa.

T
he legal team of  the 
detained leader of  the 
proscribed Indigenous 

People of  Biafra (IPOB), 
Nnamdi Kanu says the feder-
al government of  Nigeria has 
been left with no option but to 
release the Biafra agitator.

The senior counsel to Kanu, 
Ifeanyi Ejiofor in a statement 
on Monday said the judg-
ment of  the Court of  Appeal 
which discharged Kanu of  
charges against him has been 
served on the Department of  
State Services and the Attor-
ney-General of  the Federa-
tion and Minister of  Justice, 
Abubakar Malami (SAN).

He maintained that with the 
development, the government 
is expected to comply with the 
court order and set Kanu free 
immediately.

Naija News reports the 
Court of  Appeal sitting in 
Abuja had last week Thurs-
day, said Kanu is not guilty 
of  the terrorism and treason-
able felony charges slammed 
against him by the Federal 
Government.

The three-member panel of  
the court in a judgment read 
by Justice Oludotun Ade-
fope-Okojie declared as illegal 
and unlawful, the abduction 
of  Kanu from Kenya to Ni-
geria.

Ejiofor on Monday said 
they look forward to the com-
pliance of  the government 
with the court order.

He revealed also that Kanu 
himself  was elated after the 
news of  the Appeal Court 
order was told to him during 
their visit to him in the custo-
dy of  the Department of  State 
Services.

He said, “We have just left 
the DSS Headquarters, Abu-
ja, after our fruitful meeting/
engagement with our ever res-
olute, indefatigable, erudite, 
and uncompromising Client 
– Onyendu Mazi Nnam-
di Okwuchukwu Kamanu 
Ozuzu Kanu.

“Onyendu was exceedingly 
overjoyed with the news of  
the erudite judgement of  the 
Court of  Appeal, a copy of  
which was also made avail-
able to Onyendu. Onyendu 
could not hold his joy and im-
mense gratitude to our legal 
team, ably led by the man of  
the letters – Chief  Mike Oze-
khome (SAN).

“He is profoundly grateful 
to Umuchineke for your res-
oluteness and prayers, which 
impacted so positively in this 
victory.

“As you are all aware, upon 
the delivery of  this judgement 
on October 13 2022, the de-
tention of  Onyendu in the 
facility of  the DSS, which 
was strongly condemned 
and equally prohibited by the 
judgement of  the Court of  
Appeal under reference, be-
came gravely illegal and un-
constitutional as there is noth-
ing whatsoever, legalising the 
further detention of  Onyendu 
in the detention facility of  the 
DSS.

“Unfortunately, the breach 
of  Onyendu’s fundamental 
rights by the autocratic gov-
ernment of  Nigeria has con-
tinued unabated till now. But, 
be assured, Umuchineke, and 
the entire world that we are 
aggressively pursuing total 
compliance with this court or-
der within every permissible 

Obi to El-Rufai: You were arrested in Anambra 
for coming to rig election

T
he former Governor 
of  Anambra State and 
the Vice Presidential 

candidate of  the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP), Mr. 
Peter Obi has expressed sur-
prise at the statement credited 
to Governor Nasir El-Rufai 
of  Kaduna State, who, in his 
twitter account, referred to 
Obi as, “ a tribal bigot.”

El Rufai alleged that Obi 
stopped him from moving 
around Anambra State dur-
ing the gubernatorial election 
in the State in 2010.

But Obi, has replied saying 
he does not have a hand in the 
Kaduna governor’s travail in 
2010. Obi said El-Rufai may 
have been stopped because 
his motive for coming to An-
ambra on election day was 
unclear.

Obi said he was shocked 
to read such an outburst of  
hate from El Rufai, especially 
when, according to him, “the 
statement came unprovoked, 
suggesting that it was what 
he sat down to think of  rath-
er than thinking about how 
to solve the many problems 
plaguing the country.”

Obi who spoke to journal-
ists during Youth Programme 
at Nnewi said, “What His 
Excellency, Gov. Nasir Ah-
mad El Rufai said about me 
has been brought to my at-
tention. I believe that as we 
grow older and are saddled 
with more responsibilities, 
we are expected to become 
circumspect in our thinking 
and avoid recklessness in our 
speeches and utterances.

“How does the circum-
stance he referred to relate to 
bigotry to warrant such a la-
bel? All I do for people like El 
Rufai is to pray for them and 
encourage them to concen-
trate on doing those things 
that will better the lots of  Ni-
gerians rather than engage in 
hate speeches that will divide 
and destroy the country.”

Insisting that Nigeria does 
not need violence of  speech 
to solve her numerous prob-
lems, Obi continues: “At this 
difficult time in our country, 
when thousands of  our broth-
ers and sisters across ethnic 
divide are killed all over the 
country, including innocent 
citizens in Kaduna state; mil-

lions of  our children from all 
the parts of  the country are 
out of  school; millions of  
Nigerian youths from all the 
parts of  the country are with-
out jobs, our pre-occupation, 
especially among those that 
are in government should not 
be making reckless speeches.

“What our leaders should 
be doing today is seeking 
solution to numerous prob-
lems of  our dear country.”

Concerning the claim that 
he was arrested on the Elec-
tion Day in Anambra, Obi 
said: “I am aware that during 
the said election he referred 
to, security agents merely 
restricted his movement be-
cause he has no business be-
ing in Anambra as I would 
not have any being in Kadu-
na on an election day.”

The Kaduna State Gover-
nor, Nasir El-Rufai says he 
would have retaliated against 
what the former Anambra 
State governor, Mr Peter Obi 
did to him when he visited 
the state to monitor an elec-
tion.

In a trending video, El-Ru-
fai who was addressing Are-

legal precinct and shall keep 
everyone updated.

“Onyendu’s legal team 
eminently led by a legal icon, 
a foremost and an accom-
plished leading Senior Advo-
cate of  Nigeria, Chief  Mike 
Ozekhome is not relenting.

The court order must be 
obeyed whether they like it 
or not. No criminal charge of  
any form can be filed against 
Onyendu Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu again, and no indict-

ment of  any nature can be 
taken up against him. We 
have won them hands-down.

“The Federal Government 
of  Nigeria has totally run out 
of  options, and the only valid 
option available to them now 
is to obey the order made by 
a very superior court of  re-
cord and immediately free 
Onyendu. The time is now, 
and it is irreversible.

“Today, being October 17 
2022, the judgement of  the 

Court of  Appeal delivered on 
October 13 2022, which un-
conditionally freed Onyendu, 
was served to the Attorney 
General of  the Federation – 
Abubakar Malami SAN, and 
the Director General of  the 
DSS Headquarters, Abuja.

“The DSS is expected to 
immediately enforce the 
positive orders of  the court 
and immediately release 
Onyendu without further ado 
and unconditionally.

“We shall be exploring far 
reaching legal measures to 
command immediate com-
pliance with this erudite court 
judgement freeing Onyendu, 
though the details of  our stra-
tegic legal engagements shall 
remain private. 

“Thank you all Ezigbo 
Umuchineke and remain 
hugely blessed. We have won 
and won them forever. They 
can never recover from it 
again. We move.”

wa joint committee in Ka-
duna State alleged that Peter 
Obi, the current presidential 
candidate of  the Labour Par-
ty, put him under house arrest 
for 48 hours in Anambra state 
during the election.

He said I would have also 
arrested the former governor 
who would be in the state for 
his 2023 presidential cam-
paign in the next few days, 
stressing that he has the First 
Mechanized Division of  the 
Army in Kaduna that could 
carry out the arrest.

The All Progressive Con-
gress, APC governor, howev-
er, said he will not arrest Obi 
because Northerners are civi-
lized people.

He said, “Before I finish, 
I want to say that I went to 
Anambra state for my party 
to monitor the election, Peter 
Obi who was a Governor put 
me under house arrest for 48 
hours.

“Today, I am the Gover-
nor of  Kaduna state and he’s 
coming to Kaduna to cam-
paign and apart from other 
security agencies, I have the 
First Mechanized Division 
of  the Army in Kaduna but 
I will not arrest him because 
we Northerners are civilized 
people.”

News

Atiku must apologise to Ndigbo, Southern
Nigeria for ‘divisive’ statement
 – Ohanaeze Ndigbo

A
pex Igbo sociocultur-
al group; Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo Worldwide 

has called on the embattled 
presidential candidate of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) Atiku Abubakar to 
apologise to the Igbo and the 
entire Southern Nigeria for 
bringing divisive politics into 
his campaigns.

Atiku, during an Interac-
tive Session with Arewa Joint 
Committee held on Saturday 
in Kaduna State, said that Ni-
geria doesn’t need a Yoruba 
or Igbo President in 2023.

He said “I have traversed 
the whole of  this country, I 
know the whole of  the coun-
try, I have built bridges across 
the country.

 “What the average North-
erner needs is somebody 
who’s from the north and 
also understands that part 
of  the country and has been 

able to build bridges across 
the country. This is what the 
Northerner needs, it doesn’t 
need a Yoruba or Igbo can-
didate, I stand before you as 
a Pan-Nigerian of  northern 
origin.”

Reacting to the statements, 
the spokesman of  Ohanaeze, 
Alex Ogbonnia expressed 
disappointment, saying that 
the remark only exposed 
Atiku’s mindset about the 
country.

He added that the remark 
only contradicts Atiku’s 
claims to being a cosmopol-
itan and detribalised Nigeri-
an, urging him to withdraw 
the statement which is divi-
sive and provocative.

Ogbonnia said: “That was 
a very provocative remark 
coming from a former vice 
president of  Nigeria. His re-
mark perhaps brings out his 
mindset about the country.

…I would have arrested Peter Obi in Kaduna 
– Nasir El-Rufai 
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Advertorial

Happy BirdayHappy BirdayHappy Birday

A birthday wish to a
rare gift to humanity

Happy Birthday to a special Mother of  DeKing Dynasty,
the Queen of  Ebubemba Ikeduru, Co-Founder of

DeKing Group of  Companies, and the Umbrella that gives
shade to everyone who is privileged to be part of  any of

the companies. 
Thank you for allowing us be a part of  you,

thank you for allowing Chief  be what he has become
to us, for the power of  a woman is such that cannot be

underestimated, but yours is directed towards
positivity, impact, growth, affection, inuence 

and optimism. Your kind is indeed rare.
We are grateful.

May you grow old in good health.

Long Live Lolo Ebubemba Ikeduru!
Long Live Our Odiuko  Na Mba! 

Long Live a Generous Mother!
Long Live Lolo Maureen Kingsley!

Peace Udoka Destiny,
Manager,

DeKing Printing Hub
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OCDA THIS WEEK

he Special Adviser to the TGovernor and General 
Manager of  Owerri Capital 

Development Authority (OCDA) 
Eng r.  Franc i s  Chukwu has 
appealed to Bus Imo Drivers that 
engage in loading of  their vehicles 
along the road at Hospital Junction 
Owerri to leave the roadside in 
order to ensure safety and sanity in 
the way and manner they carry out 
their businesses.

He stated this on Thursday in 
t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  r o u t i n e 
Operational Activities during 
which he met the Drivers in a 
meeting at the Hospital Junction. 
Engr.  Chukwu who humbly 
sought their permission to address 
them while their meeting was 
ongoing called on them to be on a 
United front and collectively find a 
more suitable and decent place 
where they want the park to be 
situated around the area 

E n g r.  C h u k w u  f u r t h e r 
described the operation of  illegal 
parks as one of  the actions that 
deface the beauty of  the State 
Capital and harped on the inherent 
negativities associated with it such 
as inability to identify genuine and 
fake drivers that portray the 
transporters in a bad light, causing 
avoidab le  Tra f f i c  g r id lock , 
exposing themselves and their 
passengers to dangers of  accident 
and so on while listing the positives 

ollowing reported cases of  Ftrespassing on Government 
Lands, the Honourable 

Commissioner for Education 
Prof. Sylvester Okorondu and the 
Special Adviser to the Governor 
and General Manager of  Owerri 
Capital Development Authority 
(OCDA) Engr. Francis Chukwu 
on Thursday jointly carried out an 
on the spot inspection of  Avu 
Secondary School in Owerri West 
LGA of  Imo State.

S p e a k i n g  d u r i n g  t h e 
inspection, the Special Adviser to 
the  Gover nor  and Genera l 
Manager of  Owerri Capital 
Development Authority (OCDA) 
Engr. Francis Chukwu revealed 
that the motive behind the joint 
inspection was to ascertain the 
exact level of  encroachment on 
Government Land where Avu 
Secondary School was situated.

He explained that no one has 
t h e  r i g h t  t o  t r e s p a s s  o n 
Government lands, adding that 
trespassing on Government lands 
constitutes a serious offense 

against the laid down laws with the 
attendant punishment just as he 
issued a seven (7) days demolition 
notice which will result to the 
pull ing down of  the i l legal 
structures at the expiration of  the 
(7) days notice by the enforcement 
Agency.

The OCDA helmsman Engr. 
Francis Chukwu while directing 
that the ongoing illegal structures 
within the trespassed Government 
lands should be sealed,  warned 
Land grabbers to desist from such 
acts, stressing that such actions 
will always be uncovered by Imo 
State Government through Owerri 
Capital Development Authority 
(OCDA) which he oversees.

The Education Commissioner 
Professor Okorondu  and OCDA 
General Manager Engr. Francis 
Chukwu were conducted round 
the entire boundaries of  the Avu 
Secondary School Land by the 
Principals of  Senior and Junior 
Secondary Sections Mr. Ezirim 
Martins and Mrs Ogbu E. C 
respectively.

in operating legal parks to include: 
r e v e n u e  g e n e r a t i o n  f o r  
Government and their unions, 
knowing themselves  a lways 
thereby easily fishing out the bad 
eggs that operate under the guise of  
Drivers to Rob and inflict pains on 
innocent citizens among others.

The Governor Aide reminded 
them that the State Government 
through the Agency had issued 
notices severally for them to stop 
operating at the various spots by 
the roadsides at Hospital junction 
while also recalling that he once 
v i s i t e d  t h e  a r e a  w i t h  t h e 
Commissioner for Transport and 
mapped out an ideal place to serve 
as park for the Bus Drivers but 
expressed regret that all the efforts 
have not yielded the desired 
results.

Speaking on behalf  of  other 
D r i v e r s ,  M r.  U b a s i n a c h i 
Uzonwanne the Chairman Avu 
Junction Unit of  the Drivers 
Association thanked the OCDA 
GM for coming to address them 
explaining that they no longer 
operate parks but units under the 
State Ministry of  Transport while 
point ing out  that  they wi l l 
cooperate with Government even 
as he hinted that one of  the reasons 
for their meeting was to identity 
their authentic members with a 
view to having a United front for 
their transportation business.

OCDA GM, ENGR. Francis Chukwu addresses
Bus Imo drivers at Hospital junction
…Calls for cessation of operation of illegal parks 
Stories by Comrade Eberechukwu Okechukwu

Trespassing on government lands:

Education Commissioner,
OCDA GM, jointly inspect
Avu Secondary School

Following reported cases of trespassing on Government Lands, the Honourable Commissioner for Education 
Prof. Sylvester Okorondu and the Special Adviser to the Governor and General Manager of Owerri Capital 
Development Authority (OCDA) Engr. Francis Chukwu on Thursday jointly carried out an on the spot 
inspection of Avu Secondary School in Owerri West LGA of Imo State.

OCDA GM, Engr. Francis Chukwu in a meeting with Bus Imo Drivers at Hospital Junction Owerri,
Thursday, with the appeal to stop illegal park operations.



u n m e n  o n 

GM o n d ay  n i g h t 
killed the village 

h e a d  o f  N y a l u n 
community of  Wase Local 
Gover nment  Area  o f  
Plateau, Salisu Idris.

The suspected bandits 
also gunned down two 
other residents of  the 
community.

P l a t e a u  p o l i c e 
spokesperson DSP Alabo 
Alfred, who confirmed the 
incident, said three people 
were killed in the incident, 
adding that details were 

n Ekiti State High 

ACourt in Ado Ekiti 
has sentenced 62-

year-old Daudu Jimoh to 
l i fe  imprisonment for 
raping a 9-year-old girl in 
Ilupeju Ekiti.

T h e  c o n v i c t  w a s 
arraigned before Justice 
L e k a n  O g u n m oye  o n 
5/8/2020 on one count 
charge of  rape.

The charge reads “that 
D a u d u  J i m o h  o n 
27/9/2019 at Ilupeju Ekiti 
within the jurisdiction of  
this honorable court did 
rape a nine (9) year old girl, 
contrary to Section 31(2) of  
the Child's Rights Law, 

he National Drug TLaw Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA), 

Kaduna State Command, 
has arrested nine suspects 
for alleged possession of  
illicit drugs.

The state Commander, 
Mr Umar Adoro, told the 
News Agency of  Nigeria 
(NAN) on Tuesday in 
Kaduna that the suspects 
were arrested in different 
locat ions in the s tate 
between Oct. 6 and Oct. 16.

Adoro said one of  the 

he Multinational TJo in t  Task fo rce 
( M N J T F )  o n 

Tuesday, said the joint 
t r o o p s  o f  S e c t o r  3 
(Monguno) on 11 October 
2022, arrested 40 terrorist 
logistics suppliers.

I n  a  s t a t e m e n t  o n 
Tuesday by Kamarudeen 
A d e g o k e,  L i e u t e n a n t 
Colonel, Chief  of  Military 

Public Information Office, 
Chad, N'Djamena, he said 
the success was due to an 
intelligence-led operation 
conducted on a suspected 
supply route.

He said during the 
operations, 64 bags of  
beans, two bags of  maize, 
and other large quantities 
of  food items, which were 
being conveyed to the 

terrorists' enclaves, were 
discovered.

He said another 300 
bags of  beans and 100 bags 
o f  c o r n  w e r e  a l s o 
discovered and destroyed in 
situ by the troops.

The statement further 
added that on 11 October 
2 0 2 2 ,  t r o o p s  o f  6 8 
Battalion on joint patrol 
with the Civilian Joint Task 

Fo r c e  ( C J T F )  a l o n g 
M a l l a m  F a t o r i - 
B a n d a m a r i - B a r i  – 
K o r a r a w o n  a x i s , 
discovered and confiscated 
12 bags of  fish and nine 
donkeys suspected to be 
used in ferrying supplies to 
the terrorists hiding in the 
Lake Chad basin area.

According to him, the 
F o r c e  C o m m a n d e r 

MNJTF, Major General 
Abdul Khalifah Ibrahim, 
has commended the troops 
and urged them to maintain 
the momentum to cut off  
a n y  s u p p l i e s  t o  t h e 
criminals to ensure the 
complete restoration of  
peace and security in the 
Lake Chad Basin region.

suspects was arrested in 
Television area of  Kaduna 
in possession of  Indian 
hemp weighing 26kg, while 
a n o t h e r  s u s p e c t  wa s 
nabbed in  Zaria  with 
15.5kg Indian hemp.

The commander said 
that other suspects were 
arrested in Kakau, Gonin 
gora, Tashar Yari, and two 
from Jos in Plateau.

H e  s a i d  t h a t 
Methamphetamine which 
weighed 192.2grms and 
N300, 000 fake Naira notes 

were also recovered from 
two of  the suspects.

Adoro said a suspect 
was also apprehended on 
Oct 16, with 919 tablets of  
T r a m a d o l  w e i g h i n g 
400grams, 5,000 tablets of  
D i a z e p a m  w e i g h i n g 
900grams and 25,000 
tablets of  Exol-5 weighing 
8.2kg.

T h e  c o m m a n d e r 
appealed to residents to 
provide timely information 
to the NDLEA to tackle the 
menace of  drug trafficking 
in the state.

Cap. C7, Laws of  Ekiti 
State, 2012.”

In her evidence before 
the court, the victim said, 
“ I  a t t e n d e d  a 
Nursery/Primary School 
in Ilupeju Ekiti, Baba 
cooler (the convict) was our 
landlord, he has been 
having sex with me for four 
times before my sister 
caught us on that day.

“Whenever he had sex 
with me, I was always 
afraid to tell my mother 
because he had warned me 
not to tell anybody or else I 
will die,” she concluded.

To prove his case, the 
prosecutor, Julius Ajibare 

called four witnesses and 
t e n d e r e d  d e f e n d a n t 
statements and medical 
report as exhibits while the 
convict spoke in his own 
d e f e n c e  t h r o u g h  h i s 
counsel, Chris Omokhafe, 
he  confessed  to  have 
committed the offence but 
denied penetrating her 
vagina.

In his judgment, Justice 
Lekan Ogunmoye said, the 
confessional statements of  
the defendant, both written 
and oral showed without 
equivocat ion that  the 
d e f e n d a n t  i n d e e d 
committed the offence.

In all, the prosecution 
had proved his case beyond 
reasonable doubt against 
the defendant as charged.

T h e  s o l e  i s s u e  f o r 
determination is resolved in 
favour of  the prosecution. 
He is convicted as charged.

“He is sentenced to life 
imprisonment”.

he Enugu Zonal TCommand of  the 
E c o n o m i c  a n d 

F i n a n c i a l  C r i m e s 
Commission (EFCC) has 
arrested 12 bankers in 
Enugu.

T h e  s u s p e c t s  a r e 
accused of  “insider fraud”, 
the anti-graft agency said in 

a statement.
T h e y  a r e  O d e n i y i 

Anthony, Deki Kingsley 
Onyekachi, Oguchukwu 
Ene, Elendu Chizaram, 
Victoria Ezedie, Chidi-
Ukah Obinna.

O t h e r s  i n c l u d e 
Anyakora Uchenna, Onah 
Kingsley, Akwe Elizabeth 

and Chinenye Grace Acibe, 
E t o h  L a w r e n c e 
Uzochukwu and Udeze 
Harrison.

EFCC findings showed 
that the bankers allegedly 
stole different amounts of  
money from some dormant 
accounts in a branch of  an 
old generation bank in 
Enugu.

T h e  f u n d s  w e r e 
transferred from various 
beneficiaries,  with the 
p r i n c i p a l  b e n e f i c i a r y 
already identified.

The commission said all 
will be charged to court as 
soon as investigations are 
concluded.

Several Nigerians have 
been victims of  missing 
funds, especially those who 
did not use their accounts 
for a long period of  time.

gunmen also made away 
with a good number of  
motorcycles belonging to 
t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e 
community.

The youth leader said: 
“The attackers came in 
their numbers and started 
shooting sporadical ly. 
They went straight to the 
traditional ruler's house, 
killed him and abducted 
five members of  his family. 
They also killed two other 
people before entering into 
the house of  the village.”

Also,  gunmen have 

Tachi, who lived directly 
opposite the hospital in the 
area.

It was learnt that the 
bandits, in large numbers, 
s to r m e d  the  ho sp i t a l 
shoot ing  sporadica l ly 
during their operation 
without any intervention 
from security personnel 
and the local vigilantes 
from the area.

Zakari Nda a resident 
of  the area told newsmen 
that the gunmen unleashed 
attacks on the hospital 
resulting in the death of  
two persons.

“They arrived in large 
numbers and were shooting 
sporadically, which sent 
fears into the people during 
t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t h e i r 
operation.

“At the end of  the 
operation, many people 
were abducted and some 
wounded,” he stated.

still sketchy.
The victims, according 

to residents, were killed 
when the gunmen invaded 
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o n 
motorcycles and started 
shooting sporadically to 
scare people around.

The residents told that 
the attackers, who invaded 
the village around 8:pm, 
also abducted five family 
members of  the village 
head, including his two 
wives.

Shapi'i Sambo, a youth 
leader in Wase, said the 

repor tedly  k i l led  two 
persons at the Abdulsalam 
A b u b a k a r  G e n e r a l 
Hospital, Gulu, Lapai 
Local Government Area of  
Niger State.

They also kidnapped 
over ten persons including 
a doctor and a pharmacist, 
among others.

It was gathered the 
incident occurred in the 
early hours of  Tuesday at 
about 2 a.m.

One of  those killed was 
said to be a retired medical 
personnel known as Ya-

He also called on the 
Niger State government 
and the security personnel 
to rise up and do the 
needful in order to end the 
i n c e s s a n t  a t t a c k s  o n 
communities.

This is the fourth time 
kidnappers have attacked 
different communities 
within the area in recent 
times.

The incident has further 
heightened tension among 
the villagers, particularly 
with lack of  presence of  
both security agents and 
local vigilantes during the 
attack.

However, efforts to get 
the reaction of  the State 
Police command failed as 
the Police Public Relations 
Officer, PPRO, DSP Wasiu 
Abiodun could not be 
reached as of  the time of  
filing this report.
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Bandits kill village head, two others in fresh attack
…Invade hospital, kill two, abduct doctor, many others

Man gets life imprisonment for raping
9-year-old girl

EFCC arrests 12 bankers in Enugu
for alleged fraud

NDLEA arrests nine suspects with
illicit drugs in Kaduna

MNJTF arrests 40 terrorists' logistic suppliers
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OPOCA lambasts Ihedioha

OCDA GM, Engr. Francis Chukwu during an inauguration ceremony of a support group for Governor Hope Uzodimma of Imo State.

By Grace Ofurum 

T
he high command and 
membership of  Orlu 
Political Consultative 

Assembly (OPOCA) has 
lambasted Chief  Emeka Ihe-
dioha for taking a swipe on 
the governor of  Imo State, 
Senator Hope Uzodimma.

Speaking to newsmen, 
the National President of  
OPOCA, Chief  Barr. Rex. 
Anunobi noted that the 
Governor of  Imo State had 
upon assumption of  office, 
confronted with abnormal 
insecurity especially in Orlu 
zone which no doubt was 
politically sponsored. “While 
our Governor has consist-
ently worked with the securi-
ty agencies to remain on top 
of  the ugly situation, Imolites 
in their wisdom resorted to 
prayers. We at this juncture 
commend the Christian As-
sociation of  Nigeria (CAN), 
Imo State Chapter and our 
Bishops from different de-
nominations for hosting the 
quarterly Imo Day of  Prayers 
wherein prayers are offered 
towards ending the bloodlet-
ting in Imo soil”.

 “Their prayer points you 
may also recall include the 
unmasking of  those behind 
this insecurity and killings in 
the State”.

  OPOCA recalled that the 
wave of  insecurity and kill-
ings in the State were spon-
sored by some displaced and 
disgruntled politicians who 
thought that governing Imo 

is their birth right.
The group revealed that 

Uzodimma has been vindi-
cated by the shocking leaked 
phone conversation of  Chief  
Emeka Ihedioha where he 
vowed to stop at nothing in 
making the State ungovern-
able by our God-sent Gov-
ernor, Distinguished Senator 
Hope Uzodimma. 

It queried how the Gover-
nor, Senator Hope Uzodim-
ma and Ndi Imo offend Ihe-
dioha, as it stated that “the 
only ‘sin’ if  we may say is that 
the Governor approached 
Court, proved his case and re-
claimed his stolen mandate. 

“The only ‘sin’ Ndi Imo 
may have also committed is 
the maximum support they 
are giving the Governor in 
appreciation of  the wonder-
ful work he has been doing 
to transform,  develop and 
return our dear State on the 
path of  prosperity”. 

According to the group, 
“it is sad and appalling that a 
man would sponsor insecuri-
ty to kill the people he aspired 
and still aspiring to govern. 
How do we explain this ugly 
scenario? Would Ihedioha 
account for those innocent 
souls this sponsored atrocity 
has consumed? Would he re-
turn those precious lives that 
have been lost so far? Why 
would Imo people pay with 
their lives for Ihedioha’s elec-
toral failure”. 

They further disclosed that 
OPOCA is not surprised with 
the recent revelation, it is 

IMO NAWOJ, NHRC seek justice 
for baby battered by father
By Grace Ofurum 

F
ollowing a report 
of  the battering of  a 
twomonth-old baby 

in Imo, the Nigeria Asso-
ciation of  Women Jour-
nalists, NAWOJ, lmo State 
chapter and National Hu-
man Rights Commission, 
NHRC, have taken steps to 
ensure that the perpetrator 
is brought to book by urging 
the Imo State Government 
and the Commissioner of  
Police to arrest and prose-
cute Mr. Confidence Am-
atobi, for assaulting and 
injuring his two-month-old 
baby, named Miracle.

The 31-year-old man,who 
hails from Amurie Com-
munity in Isu Local Gov-
ernment Area of  the state 
inflicting pain on the baby 
led to the  amputation of  
the baby’s  right hand from 
the shoulder.

The Chairperson of  
NAWOJ Imo State, Dr. 
Dorothy Nnaji who made a 
visit to the baby at the Fed-
eral Medical center Owerri, 
frowned at the inhumane 
treatment by Mr. Amatobi. 
She expressed shock over 
how a father could assault 
his child in this manner be-
cause the child was crying.

News Echo gathered that 
Mr. Amatobi repeatedly hit 
the baby with a plastic hang-

er to stop him from crying.
Nnaji described the inci-

dent as heartbreaking and 
demanded justice for baby 
Miracle.

Similarly, the State Co-
ordinator National Human 
Rights Commission Mrs 
Ukachi Ukah on her part 
condemned the wicked act 
of  Mr Confidence Amatobi 
and called for justice for the 
little boy.

The mother of  baby Mira-
cle, Ms Favour Chikwe who 
hails from Idemili Commu-
nity, Anambra State narrat-
ed their ordeal at the hands 
of  Mr. Amatobi.

She disclosed that she 
left Miracle with his father 
on Friday, October 7, 2022 
to use the convenience and 
overheard the baby at a 
point crying uncontrolla-
bly and had to rush back to 

know why he was crying 
only for her to notice that 
the right hand of  the baby 
was swollen and bone bro-
ken by his father.

According to Favour, on 
enquiry, Amatobi said the 
baby was disturbing his 
sleep and tried calming him 
by battering him.

She narrated “Upon no-
ticing that he has broken 
the baby’s hand, he used 
sticks and rubber bands to 
bind the broken bones to-
gether”.

 “When l confronted 
him about what he did ,he 
locked us in the room ,to 
prevent me from telling 
people about his wicked 
deed or seek for help. He 
also collected my phone 
from me so that I will not 
call the neighbors”.

however a proof  of  their ear-
lier position and the call that 
Iheodioha and his accom-
plices should be investigated 
and prosecuted accordingly 
by the relevant security agen-
cies. 

They further reiterated that 
the call for the immediate ar-
rest, investigation and pros-

ecution of  Ihedioha on the 
heels of  this recent revelation 
as the only consolation Ndi 
Imo await  for now. OPOCA 
on the other hand will nev-
er allow this heinous crime 
against humanity sponsored 
by Ihedioha to be swept un-
der the carpet. He must sure-
ly  face the full wrath of  the 

law.  
They group further thanked 

the Governor, Senator Hope 
Uzodimma for his resilience 
and commitment for good 
governance and speedy de-
velopment of  the State. 

They disclosed that the gov-
ernor has amid distractions 
by politically sponsored inse-
curity made the state  to  wit-
ness tremendous and massive 
development projects under 
the  Governor. The construc-
tion of  Owerri-Orlu Dual 
Expressway, Owerri-Okig-
we Expressway, the ongo-

ing reconstruction Owerri- 
Mbaise- Obowo-Umuahia 
Expressway, reconstruction 
of  the metropolitan roads, 
the construction of  5 Kilom-
eter roads in each of  the 27 
Local Government Area, the 
rebuilding of  305 health cen-
tres in all INEC wards in the 
State, approval of  free med-
ical services for all the civil 
servants in the State, massive 
empowerment of  Imo wom-
en and youths among others 
are clear indication that Ihe-
dioha and cohorts have failed 
to distract the governor.

She stated that she man-
aged to find her way out of  
the house two days after the 
incident and informed their 
neighbours about what hap-
pened to her baby and they 
helped her to take the baby 
to hospitals in the commu-
nity that refused to treat the 
baby before she took him 
to Federal Medical Centre 
Owerri.

Favour further pleaded 
with the Imo State Gov-
ernment, National Human 
Rights Commission, Nige-
ria Association of  Women 
Journalists (NAWOJ) and 
other Civil Society Organ-
izations to help her get jus-
tice for her son whose only 
crime was crying.

As at press time, the per-
petrator, Mr Confidence 
Amatobi is yet to be found.

Ex-OCDA boss urges govt to 
rehabilitate Mbieri roads
By Ikenna Orioha

E
x-chairman of  Ow-
erri Capital Devel-
opment Authority 

(OCDA), Chief  Iheanyi-
chukwu Abaekwume (Udo 
Akpu Enyi), has urged Imo 
State government to urgently 
come to the rescue of  Mbie-
ri residents by rehabilitating 
their deplorable roads.

Abaekwume made the 
urge when he spoke with our 
reporter during the Iri Ji Ndi 
Eze Na Oha Mbieri, held 
at Orie Mbieri Square, last 
week. 

Abaekwume, who is 
the President-General of  
Obazu Mbieri in Mbaitoli 
LGA, said the rehabilitation 
of  these roads would not 
only smoothen traffic, but 
strengthens productivity: ag-
riculture, trading, farming, 
commerce and industry, re-
duces poverty, laziness, un-
employment, crime and vio-
lence at the area.

Calling on government to 
swing into action to recon-
struct Mbieri roads, the Town 
Planner mentioned that the 

roads are badly damaged and 
should not be ignored, saying 
the Yam Festival is a time the 
people of  Mbieri come to-
gether to celebrate, enjoy and 
thank God for a successful 
farming  and bounty harvest.

He expressed gratitude to 
Obazu Mbieri people for rec-
ognizing him as a worthy son 
who has brought symbolic 
goodness to the community, 
advising the Igbo to continue 
to observe their culture and 
tradition to be able to advance 
unity, social development and 
economic prosperity.

Also speaking, the Spiritual 
Leader of  Moral Religion, 
Raja Ancient Fraternity In-
spiration Christ Mission 
Defensive Church located at 
Umudurueke Umuomuma, 
Mbieri, His Transcendentalist

Bishop, Dr. Vincent Ogu-
wuike, told government to 
reconstruct Mbieri roads in 
order to ease suffering of  
residents, affirming that the 
festival propagates peace, 
enriches the spirit; hence he 
and his subordinates happily 
attended it, calling for its sus-
tenance.

Kidnapped former Anambra Lawmaker 
regains freedom
From Ovat Mike,
 Onitsha 

T
he abducted former 
member of  the An-
ambra state Assem-

bly, Hon. Sylvester Okeke 
has been released.

News Echo had earlier 
reported that the former 
representative of  Anaocha 

constituency 1 of  Anambra 
state Assembly was let off  
the hook by his abductors 
in the early hours of  Friday, 
after being held for about 
three days.

A source in Agulu home 
town of  the former legislator 
hinted “He (Hon. Okeke) 
has been released in the 
early hours of  Monday. He 

was found around that Ring 
Road, Awka area where his 
car was found after he was 
abducted”.

The source, however, said 
that details about how he 
was kidnapped and how he 
was later released were still 
sketchy because he has not 
opened up to tell what hap-
pened to him.

... Calls for his arrest
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I will bow, prostrate before Buhari to release 
Kanu - Ezeife

Agony, grief continues in flood 
ravaged communities in Rivers State
From Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt

S
even communities in 
Abua Odual local govern-
ment area of  rivers state 

have been submerged by flood. 
News Echo reports that the 
residents in the communities 
which consist of  okolomade, 
Ekunuga, Anyu, Emerikpokor, 
Obedum and Udau were 
trapped, making it impossible 
to access them. Meanwhile due 
to the difficulty encountered in 
trying to reach the communi-
ties, News echo reached out a 
resident who appealed to our 
correspondent by phone to 
help plead with relevant au-
thorities to urgently assist them 

with medics, to avoid deaths. 
He lamented that the health of  
one of  their relatives who just 
gave birth is deteriorating, as a 
result of  the situation. Also a 
candidate of  the all progressive 
congress for the house of  as-
sembly in the LGA Edoghotu 
Brown called for immediate 
evacuation of  his people. He 
also expressed fears that lives 
might be lost if  nothing is ur-
gently done.

In a press statement signed 
by his publicity secretary BE-
LIEVING WARIBOKO, the 
candidate complained that his 
people’s chances of  survival 
have reduced, because their 
chances of  accessing food stuff  
have reduced.
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Peter Obi agrees with me that Nigeria 
needs restructuring - Sheikh Gumi

Rex Anunobi-led OPOCA in a news conference on Monday in Owerri has called for the arrest of Emeka Ihedioha over 
alleged phone conversation leak.

T
he presidential can-
didate of  the Labour 
Party (LP), Peter Obi 

met with Islamic scholar, Ah-
mad Gumi at his residence in 
Kaduna State on Monday.

Obi had visited Gumi be-
fore proceeding to the venue 
of  the event organised by the 
Arewa Consultative Forum, 
Northern Elders Forum and 
other northern groups for 
presidential candidates.

Gumi after the meeting 
with the former Governor of  
Anambra State revealed the 
details of  their discussion on 
Monday.

The Islamic cleric in an 
interview with Daily Trust 
disclosed that he asked Obi 
a few questions even though 
they were meeting for the first 
time in their lives.

Gumi while revealing the 
detail of  their meeting said, 
“He (Obi) came on a cour-
tesy call even though I was 
meeting him for the first time 
face-to-face, and so I appreci-
ated his visit.

 “I asked him very essential 
questions, but I told him he 
didn’t have to give me straight 
answers right away since 
I knew he was on his way 
to Arewa House where he 
would explain it better to the 
larger society to understand.

 “I asked him about his 
stand on restructuring be-
cause Nigeria has been going 
through a restructuring from 
1960 to date and how he 
could empower an unskilled 
nation.”

According to Gumi, he 
asked the presidential candi-

date how he could pacify ag-
itations from the South East, 
North Central, South West, 
and North East.

He noted that he told Obi 
during their discussion that 
there are foreign interests in 
this country that are part of  
the polarisation of  our poli-
tics.

The Islami cleric stated 
that he asked Obi how is he 
going to tackle the issue if  he 
emerge as president in 2023.

Gumi ended by saying, “He 
also agreed with me that truly 
there is foreign interest in this 
country, and then I wished.

State of  roads in Arondi-
zuogu shameful - Mazi 
Humphery 

A Good Governance Advo-
cate and son of  Arondizuogu 
in Imo state, Mazi Onyekachi 
Humphrey has expressed dis-
pleasure over the deplorable 
state of  roads in Arondizuogu 
community, describing it as 
shameful and destructive to 
the rural economy.

Speaking in an interview 
scooped from Newstrack, 
Humphrey noted that the 
sad situation has largely af-
fected commercial activities 
especially a largely agrarian 
community where the people 
require good road network to 
transport their farm produce 
to the market where they are 
needed.

He said, “Arondizuogu is 
one of  the food baskets of  the 
state, the town produces rice, 
palm oil, cassava, yam and all 
types of  grain foods.

 “The roads linking the 
community to Anambra, 

Governor Hope Uzodimma’s 
digitalization programme set for
 unveiling
By Jennifer John 

A
rrangements have 
been put in place 
for the unveiling of  

Governor Hope Uzodim-
ma’s programme of  digitiz-
ing Imo economy.

This was disclosed by the 
Commissioner for Digital 
Economy and E-Govern-
ment Dr. Chimezie Amadi 
while briefing newsmen in 
Owerri

He said the tech communi-
ty in Owerri and Imo are be-
ing engaged in the unveiling 
programme, to unveil all the 
programmes and their con-
tents, the activities that were 
unfolding, to let them know 
how what they are doing will 
impact on the eco system, 
how it will help them stimu-
late their innovative prowess, 

to the benefit of  Imo citizens 
and economy, Nigeria and 
the world at large.

He said the Imo Digital 
Economy Agenda was a five 
years programme/agenda, 
starting from 2022 to 2026, 
with six pillers; Digital learn-
ing and skills, soft and solid 
infrastructure, M&E, col-
laboration and partnership, 
among others.

He said the whole vision 
is to make Imo a leading 
digital economy state in Ni-
geria, adding that youths do 
not have to have a degree in 
computer science, electron-
ics or communication engi-
neering to benefit from the 
programme, as according 
to him, the programme was 
structured in such a way to 
accommodate every interest-
ed Imo youth.

“There are different lev-
els of  this programme, you 
have the entry skill level pro-
gramme which accommo-
dates things as little as en-
trepreneurship programme 
angle of  it, where people will 
learn how to repair commu-
nication devices, computers 
and phones.

He said the programme 
was targeting people at the 
grassroots and those in the 
city will also benefit from it.

“We are unveiling a pro-
gramme that we call catch 
them young, where kids of  
kindergarten age will be ac-
commodated through cold 
camps, use learning tools 
that will make the learning 
fun  and make them become 
very interested, learn faster 
and become part of  the glob-
al digital economy.

Enugu and Abia states are all 
in deplorable state.

 “Worst affected are the 
Oba-Arondizuogu-Okigwe 
federal road, stretching about 
22 kilometers, cutting across 
100 communities of  Anam-
bra, Imo, Rivers, Ebonyi and 
Abia states.

“Our famers spend all their 
earnings on transport fare due 
to the bad road. This is unac-
ceptable and has the tenden-
cy of  dampening the morale 
of  our hard working farmers 
who are responsible for virtu-
ally everything we consume 
in the city.

 “This is even more danger-
ous at a time when food inse-
curity has remained a cause 
for worry, not only in Nigeria 
but in neighboring African 
countries” he said.

Mazi Humphrey, an Ndi-
uche Izuogu born philan-
thropist further stated that 
the community also lives in 
perpetual fear following per-
sistent cases of  kidnapping 
and armed robbery in their 
domain.

 “No day passes without 
an incident of  armed robbery 
and kidnapping on this all im-
portant but dilapidated road, 
which slows down vehicles 
and provides the opportunity 
for hoodlums to attack their 
victims.

 “We are tired of  begging, 
we want the government to 
intervene. I am calling on 
government, relevant bodies, 
security sector to demand the 
contractor to fix the road. We 
can’t sell our farm produce 
anymore, our economic ac-

tivities are crumbling, our 
tourism life is almost non-ex-
istent. Government should 
please save our souls” he ap-
pealed.

He said Arondizuogu 
Road, is the gateway to oth-
er communities in the South 
East, maintaining that the 
situation has become so wor-
risome and frustrating to the 
natives

He added that filling sta-
tions and some other busi-
nesses along the route have 
all packed up due to poor pa-
tronage.

Our farmers have all be-
come weary as their produce 
keeps spoiling as buyers can-
not access various Communi-
ties to buy off  these produce.

It is also noteworthy to 
mention that with the flood 

incident around the South 
and some Northern States, 
the IMF’s forecast shows that 
there might be famine in the 
land.

If  the government is pro-
active, the infrastructures in 
Arondizuogu and Okigwe 
area should be given some 
priority to prepare for the 
rainy day.

Mazi Humphery hopes 
that the postures and insincer-
ity of  the past Governments 
about this major socio-eco-
nomically viable road will be 
rehabilitated.

“It’s during the electioneer-
ing season that we see con-
tractors coming to do shoddy 
jobs, and as soon as the elec-
tions are over, they disappear, 
such attitude is what we 
please against, he concluded.

News

D
r. Chukwuemeka 
Ezeife, a former gov-
ernor of  Anambra 

State, has declared that in 
exchange for President Mu-
hammadu Buhari releasing 
IPOB leader Nnamdi Kanu 
from prison, he is ready to 
bow or prostrate before the 
president.

On Monday, Ezeife said 
this while answering ques-
tions on the Arise TV Morn-
ing Show program.

After Kanu was released 
by the Appeal Court last 
week and Abubakar Mala-
mi, the Attorney-General of  
the Federation (AGF), filed 
a motion to set aside the rul-
ing, he responded.

 “If  President Buhari wants 
me to kneel, I will kneel. If  
he wants me to prostrate, I’ll 
prostrate just for Nnamdi 
Kanu to be released. Going 
to the Supreme Court is a 
waste of  time. Everyone in 
Nigeria is looking for a new 
Nigeria,” Ezeife said.

The former governor add-
ed that the Igbo elders would 
welcome talks from the Pres-
idency to achieve Kanu’s 
release and peace in the 

South-East. He also stated 
that Kanu’s release will ad-
dress protests, agitation, and 
sitting-at-home in the South-
East region.
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o r m e r  N i g e r i a Fgoalkeeper, Dosu 
Joseph,  be l ieves 

F r a n c i s  U z o h o ' s 
confidence would have 
done him a world of  good 
fo l lowing  h i s  hero ics 
against Manchester United 
l a s t  Thursday  a t  O ld 
Trafford, according to 
reports. 

T h e  N i g e r i a 
international, who stood in 
for the injured first-choice 
kee per  Fab iano,  ke p t 
Uni t ed  a t  bay  fo r  93 
m i n u t e s ,  m a k i n g  1 2 

r o f e s s i o n a l Pf o o t b a l l e r s  a r e 
frequent targets for 

blackmailers, says Paul 
Pogba's agent with the 
France star embroiled in an 
alleged extortion plot.

In August Pogba's elder 
brother Mathias published 
a bizarre video online 
p r o m i s i n g  “ g r e a t 
revelations” about the 
Juventus midfielder, who 
according to sources is 
being targeted by a criminal 
gang.

And Rafaela Pimenta, 
t h e  h e i r  t o  d e c e a s e d 
superagent Mino Raiola's 
empire, told Italian daily 
Tuttosport that players are 
often targeted by people 
hoping to extort money 
from very rich sportsmen.

“Being extor ted or 
living under threat is not an 
uncommon problem with 
f o o t b a l l e r s .  T h e y ' r e 
threatened because they are 
very exposed,” Pimenta 
s a i d  i n  a n  i n t e r v i e w 
published on Monday.

“ I ' v e  s e e n  i t  a l l , 
especially blackmail. The 
players are scared to flag 
these things up because 

they're worried about their 
image or they're ashamed. 
They keep quiet and live 
under incredible stress.”

Sources close to the 
Pogba family have told 
AFP that money is being 
d e m a n d e d  f r o m  Pa u l 
Pogba if  he wants to avoid 
t h e  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  
allegedly compromising 
videos.

Mathias Pogba, 32, was 
charged last month along 
with four other people, all 

close to the World Cup 
w i n n e r  w h o  f i l e d  a 
complaint  wi th  Tur in 
prosecutors in July which 
s a i d  h e  w a s  b e i n g 
blackmailed for 13 million 
euros ($12.6m).

P a u l  P o g b a  t o l d 
inves t iga tors  tha t  h i s 
blackmailers wanted to 
discredit him by claiming 
he asked a marabout (holy 
man) to cast a spell on Paris 
Saint-Germain and France 
star Kylian Mbappe, which 
Pogba denies.

“When Paul finally 
asked for help, his situation 

improved and he realised 
that there is a solution,” 
added Pimenta.

“Everything is in the 
hands of  the lawyers. Paul 
has done everything he 
could do.”

On the field, Pogba's 
hopes of  playing for France 
at the World Cup in Qatar 
next month hang in the 
balance after a knee injury. 
He had surgery that was 
described as “successful” 
earlier this month.

iverpool manager, LJurgen Klopp has 
r e v e a l e d  t h a t 

Diogo Jota will miss the 
World Cup with Portugal 
due to a calf  injury.

“Really not good news 
about Diogo, yes, he will 
miss the World Cup,” 
Klopp said on Tuesday.

“Pretty serious injury 
in the calf  muscle. And 
now the recovery starts, 
all of  the process starts, 
that's it pretty much. 
That's the first diagnosis 
which was pretty clear, all 
the rest will now follow in 

the next few days.
“Very sad news for the 

boy, for us of  course, for 
Portugal, for everybody.”

Asked if  Jota needs an 
operation on his calf  
injury, Klopp replied: 
“No.”

U n i t e d ,  w e r e  a l l 
outstanding. When you're a 
goalkeeper and you make 
big saves like that in a game, 
it's the equivalent of  scoring 
a goal and he deserved that 
credi t .  I t  was a  g reat 
moment for him and I 
believe that will help his 
confidence in the next game 
for the Eagles next month.

“ I  th ink  he  had  a 
fantastic night at  Old 
Trafford and he'll gain 
c o n f i d e n c e  f r o m  h i s 
performance.” 

Former Eagles captain, 

incredible saves as the Red 
Devils were frustrated for 
the majority of  the game 
before Scot McTominay's 
93rd-minute winner sealed 
victory for United. 

Uzoho had previously 
come in for some criticisms 
in recent times, but Dosu – 
who kept two clean sheets 
in three caps for the Eagles 
– admits it's time to put that 
to bed. 

T h e  A t l a n t a  ' 9 6 
Olympics gold medalist 
said, “The saves he made 
a g a i n s t  M a n c h e s t e r 

Sunday Oliseh added,” 
These are the kind of  
games we all love to see our 
players perform well in 
European competitions 
and he was a delight to 
watch, which is good for 
him and the Eagles. 

“Uzoho was simply 
o u t s t a n d i n g  a g a i n s t 
Manchester United. He 
took his chance very well 
and I hope he continues as 
it will help boost his form 

ormer Manchester FUnited star, Rio 
F e r d i n a n d  h a s 

expressed concerns over 
Arsenal ' s  e r ror -prone 
d e f e n d e r  G a b r i e l 
Magalhaes

Rio Ferdinand insists 
only 'time will tell' if  the 
Brazilian international is a 
player worth standing by.

Gabriel, one of  the 
Brazilian contingent in the 
Arsenal squad, was rescued 
by VAR during Sunday's 
crucial win over Leeds 
United.

His performances have 
been undermined by a 
series of  costly individual 

errors in his partnership 
with William Saliba in the 
Gunners' defence.

Ferdinand told Vibe, 
“As centre backs, you don't 
really want to be talked 
about a lot during a game.

“If  you can just ghost 
through most games and 
put an eight out of  10 
performance in you're 
flying.

“But every week he's in 
the headlines or he's in 
underneath with a little 
bullet point next to his 
name and a bad incident.

“I don't know if  you can 
replace him. Time will tell 
if  he's someone you want to 
stick by.

“I don't like emotional 
defenders.”

a n d  c o n f i d e n c e  f o r 
Nigeria.”

Pr ior  to  the  game 
a g a i n s t  M a n c h e s t e r 
United, the 23-year-old had 
only played 134 minutes so 
far this season. 

Former Eagles left 
back, Ifeanyi Udeze, also 
heaped plaudits on Uzoho. 

He said, “It was one of  
his best games since I have 
been watching him and 
p e r f o r m i n g  l i k e  t h a t 

a g a i n s t  a  b i g  l i k e 
Manchester United makes 
it even more special for me 
as a Nigerian. 

“He hadn't had the best 
performances with the 
Eagles, so to be able to 
bounce back at such a big 
stage is incredible – the 
club's second choice for 
that matter. 

“But he came in and 
absolutely nailed down the 
position and kept United at 
bay until the 93rd minute. It 
will help his confidence 
when he plays for Nigeria.” 

Ex-Eagles players back Uzoho to shine for Eagles

EPL: Rio Ferdinand slams Arsenal
defender, Gabriel

Blackmail not uncommon in football,
says Pogba's agent

Injury blow for Liverpool as Jota
set to miss World Cup
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The fresh news people

esterday, Tuesday YOctober 18, 2022, was 
t h e  b i r t h d a y 

anniversary celebration of  a 
woman of  large and decent 
heart, an inspiring Director 
and uncommon boss who has 
been standing tall in perfect 
compliance and exhibition of  
ideal womanhood. 

As  a  Co-Founder  o f  
D E K I N G  G R O U P  O F 
COMPANIES LIMITED, 
s h e  c e l e b r a t e d  w i t h 
management and Staff  of  
DeKing Group in Nigeria via 
Skype and zoom from the 
foreign shores of  Australia. 

The  ce l eb ra t ion  was 
indeed impactful and eventful 
as songs of  praises to God, 
dances to the glory of  God and 
prayers for more blessings and 
longevity reigned. She and her 
s p o u s e  w e r e  v i s i b l y 
overwhelmed with bliss as the 
smartly dressed celebrant Lolo 
Ebubemba beams with her 
r e g u l a r  a t t r a c t i v e  a n d 
infectious smile that records 
f u l f i l l m e n t  a n d 
accomplishment. 

She, indeed, illuminates 
the essence of  a woman of  
s u b s t a n c e  w i t h  h e r 
resplendent smile and sun-
filled face.

Though, i t  wasn't  an 
e l a b o r a t e  b i r t h d a y 
celebration, but of  essence is 
the effervescence of  a woman 
who somewhat, have seen and 
experienced so much to be 
desired especially when it 
comes to scaling heights in 
academics, exposure and 
wealth making. Undoubtedly, 
her incomparable humility 
made her more passionate 

about impacting lives
Away from the glamour of  

professional service, Lolo 
Ebubemba Ikeduru, Chief 
L a d y  M a u r e e n  N n e k a 
Kingsley (Odiuko na mba) 
leads a quiet and spiritual life.

Composure, Resilience 
and Passion are not the limit of  
her summation. She embodies 
humanity, simplicity and 
humility. There is more to her 
than meets the eye.  She 
epitomises the existential 
elements of  being human, 
with an illustrious life of  
giving, sacrificing and giving 
more.

She is highly distinguished 
with staying focused on the 
goals of  achieving greatness 
and perhaps on her believe that 
when there is a vision, there is 
provision.

One enviable thing that 
may have  authored  and 
orchestrated her greatness is 
her love for the things of  God 
which has largely culminated 
i n t o  m a k i n g  h e r  a n 
embodiment of  a virtuous and 
valuable woman. 

Her heart is large enough 
t h a t  s h e  a lw ay s  s h o w s 
magnanimity to humanity 
through supporting the less 
p r i v i l e g e d  i n  c r e a t i n g 
sustainable wealth.

She is reputed for her deep-
rooted respect for her amiable 
husband and the traditional 
institutions, little wonder, she 
was installed and crowned 
with the Chieftaincy title of  
Odiuko na Mba

Ve r y  f r a n k ly,  i f  yo u 
encounter her; you can't but 
admire  her  far - reaching 

t h o u g h t f u l n e s s  f o r 
entrepreneurship and human 
capital development. Her 
milestones are characteristics 
of  creating opportunities. 

She is a quintessential 
mother, who understands the 
value of  her children in her life. 
Her family is her joy and her 
world. As such, it became her 
bounden duty to use the 
scriptures to nurture and tutor 
her  o f f spr ing  wi th  deep 
reflection on Proverbs 22:6 
“Train up a child in the way he 
should go; even when he is old, 
he will not depart from it.”

Her life is a source of  
blessing and tremendous 
inspiration to many who has 
come in contact with her, 

especially the womenfolk. She 
is an exemplary wife and 
mother, and her record of  
s t e a d y,  c o n s i s t e n t  a n d 
beneficial inf luence as a 
dependable and worthy role 
model to the womenfolk has 
b e e n  a s t o n i s h i n g l y 
remarkable. 

The attainment of  this new 
age is a testament to the 
pronounced grace of  God 
upon your life, We, therefore, 
join you in thanking God for 
making you, His instrument of  
blessing and favour unto 
people. 

While celebrating your 
day with Psalm 128: 2 “You 
will eat the fruit of  your 
l a b o u r ;  b l e s s i n g s  a n d 

prosperity will be yours.”  We, 
further wish you a happy 
bi r thday,  g reat  wisdom, 
i m m e a s u r a b l e  p e a c e , 
abundant health and many 
more years of  fulfilment in her 
dedication to God.”

To your amiable husband 
a n d  b o u n d a r y - l e s s 
philanthropist, Clan Chief  
(Prof) Chimezie Kingsley 
KSC (Ebubemba Ikeduru, 
A h u m a r a  E z e  M m a  n a 
Umuguma, Aka Nasucha 
Ubiam na Ichida) whose 
indomitable support and 
leadership, greatly added to 
your numerous feats, we pray 
God 's  unl imited  favour, 
b less ings,  gu idance  and 
leadership upon his life.

Tide of Times (TOT)
With Bright C.J. Okereke
Phone: 07030586457
Email: Brightjames88@yahoo.com

LoLo Ebubemba Ikeduru: Celebrating a
quintessential Amazon on Birthday 
“Finding a good wife is a rare virtue for she 
authors the husband's peace that secures and 
drives him for greater achievement and high wealth 
generation” – Ebubemba Ikeduru.

Man gets life imprisonment
for raping 9-year-old girl

EFCC arrests 12 bankers in
Enugu for alleged fraud


