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Soludo opens bid auction for IGR
concession in Anambra 

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

B
id auction for in-
ternally generated 
revenue, IGR con-
cessions in Anam-

bra State has been thrown 
open by the state Gover-
nor, Professor Chukwuma 
Charles Soludo.

The Governor witnessed 
the bid process organized 
for qualified and interest-
ed people, conducted at 
Professor Dora Akunyili 
Women’s Development 
Center, Awka.

“According to the Gov-
ernor, this is a new dawn 
in the state and an era of  
transparency”.

“We are applying the 
principle of  unparalleled 
and incomparable trans-
parency. You must under-

stand where we are and 
why the old system has to 
change.”

“We are closing the exist-
ing revenue windows and 
running a transparent reve-
nue door, for people to give 
the Government what is 
due to them so that if  you 
win or lose a bid, you will 
understand why,” the Gov-
ernor said.

Governor Soludo as-
sured that those who were 
recently awarded revenue 
concessions will be duly 
refunded.

“We want to have a sys-
tem in Anambra where 
you do not need to know 
anybody (Governor, Com-
missioner or a Principal 
Officer), to have a conces-
sion. If  you win a public 
bid, you take it,” he stated.

“We are interested in 

the maximum revenue this 
public bid shall drive for the 
state. We recruited 5000 
teachers, doctors and must 
pay them. We toured all 
the bad roads in Awka and 
Nnewi yesterday and need 
funds to build all of  them.

“All the roads I flagged 
off  have commenced con-
struction already. We shall 
still flag off  more roads. 
Literally, every Local Gov-
ernment in the state will ex-
perience massive construc-
tion,” Soludo said.

“Most of  the revenue 
generated in the past ended 
up in private pockets. Some 
pensioners have not been 
paid their gratuities since 
2018, in accumulated debts 
running into billions of  
Naira. We shall pay these 
pensioners and offset these 
debts. Everyone that retired 

during my administration 
are being paid as well”.

Open bidding for loading 
and offloading of  heavy 
duty trucks, sand beach, en-
vironmental remediation, 
borrow pit, among other 
concessions were conduct-
ed.

In his closing remarks, 
Governor Soludo admitted 
that the public bid through 

the auction have made him 
know the true value of  the 
concessions.

“We are assuring Ndi 
Anambra that they shall 
see the value of  every Na-
ira we spend. We must give 
value to our people and 
assure transparency in our 
public finances.”

“The benefit of  an in-
creased revenue is for the 
poor masses and future of  
Anambra state. The target 
is to generate an extra N10 

Billion Monthly for the 
state,” Soludo concluded.

Also in attendance were 
the Deputy Governor, Dr. 
Onyekachukwu Ibezim, 
Chief  of  Staff  to the Gov-
ernor, Mr. Ernest Ezea-
jughi, Chairman of  Anam-
bra State Internal Revenue 
Service, AIRS, Mr. Richard 
Madiebo, Commissioners, 
Special Adviser to the Gov-
ernor on Security, AVM 
Ben Chiobi RTD, among 
others.

Oyereri pledges to mitigate crisis,
hunger in Orlu Zone
By Ikenna Orioha

F
ormer House of  Reps 
Member and PDP 
senatorial candidate 

for Olu Zone in the forth-
coming election, Rt. Hon. 
Jones Onyereri, has pledged 
to mitigate crisis and hunger 
debilitating the district via 
good and fair representation 
if  he is elected by the people.

Onyereri made the pledge 
in his address during a 
One- dlDay Youth Summit 
organized by Jones Youth 
Movement held at Immacu-
late Hotel Owerri last week. 
Theme for the summit is 
“Youth Laxity in Democrat-
ic Governance: Restoration 
of  a New Normal Through 
Participation and Protec-
tion”.

He said he was embit-
tered that the entire country 
is indeed under the grip of  
insecurity, corruption and 
institutionalised failures, 
pervasive economic hard-
ship, hunger and malnutri-
tion including a general loss 
of  faith by citizens defines 
Nigeria. “Unfortunately, 
Orlu, our beloved district, 
is having a very unfair share 
of  this season of  insecurity. 
Painfully, we have become 
the South East theatre of  the 
crisis”.

Noting that he is gunning 
for the position to be able 
to restore goodness, digni-
ty, economic prosperity and 
social security in Orlu Zone, 
Onyereri reflected that under 
his watch “violence shall no 

longer be heard in our land, 
wasting nor destruction 
within our borders. But you 
shall call your walls salva-
tion and your gates praise” 
(Prophet Isaiah).

Onyereri added, “I come 
to lead the change in the 
quest for peace and the mis-
sion to return Orlu to the 
path of  reconciliation and 
progress. Upon my election, 
I shall devote my energies to 
partner with both citizens 
and stakeholders in the Sen-
atorial District, Imo State 
as well as like minds in the 
National Assembly towards 
this goal. A better Orlu Zone 
is very possible because we 
have the seeds of  redemp-
tion and restoration”.

Urging the youth not to 
be dismayed nor reduced 
to accepting peanuts by ill- 
politicians to endanger their 
future through the ballots, 
Onyereri maintained that 
“our youths must see their 

Commercial transporters to be issued 
Abia’s rider’s permit

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State govern-
ment has officially 
launched Abia State 

rider’s permit for commer-
cial bus riders, tricycle and 
motorcycle riders aimed at 
safety of  Abians and tackling 
rising rate of  underage driv-
ing in the State.

The system, when em-
braced by the commercial 
vehicle operators, would, 
according Abia State gov-
ernment, ensure proper doc-
umentation of  commercial 
transporters in the State as 
well as generate revenue for 
the State.

It would also assist the gov-
ernment in fishing out crim-
inals disguising as genuine 
transporters  as according to 
the program, a unique code 
would be attached to permit.

Unveiling the new initia-
tive, Abia State Commission-
er for Transport, Godswil l 
Nwanoruo commended 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
for approving the transport 
policy, explaining that there 
would be a one month win-
dow period for the commer-
cial bus, tricycle and motor-

cycle operators in the State 
to obtain their own permit 
before the commencement 
of  enforcement of  the exer-
cise.

He advised them to get 
captured and obtain the per-
mit a y as it was in their own 
interest of  Abians and all res-
idents of  the State, pointing 
out that any identified de-
faulter would sanctioned by 
the government enforcement 
team, after the expiration of  
the one month period.

He said, “We are giving 
commercial operators one 
month to get captured and 
collect their rider’s permit 
after which sanctions would 
be implemented. A security 
number and QR code would 
be attached to the permit. 
This exercise is aimed at pro-
filing commercial vehicle op-
erators to capture the accu-
rate information about their 
vehicles”, said Nwanoruo.

Responding during the 
launching, the Chairman 
of  Tricycle Owners Associ-
ation of  Nigeria (TOAN), 
Mr Kingsley Ekeleme who 
spoke on behalf  of  other 
Keke NAPEP rider’s unions 
in Abiia assured that his 
members would key into the 

regulatory, saying it was a 
noble idea.

However, some tricycle 
and bus drivers who reacted 
to the newly introduced rid-
er’s permit complained that 
it will increase tax burden 
upon them.

A keke NAPEP riders, Mr 
Ifeanyi Ufondu, Ogbani Og-
bani , Chidera Amalaha and  
and a bus driver, Jephrey An-
yaso lamented that a similar 
thing was introduced in the 
State in previous years which  
allegedly made them to pay 
through their noses.

They expressed worry that 
despite previous regulatory 
policies introduced by the 
State government like paint-
ing of  uniform colour, re-
moval of  apron and issuance 
of  unique registration num-
bers, another money-spend-
ing policy has again been 
brought up by the same gov-
ernment.

Ifeanyi Ufondu who spoke 
on the new policy, said he 
would comply with the gov-
ernment but advised the 
State government against 
exploiting the Keke NAPEP 
riders.

We were first told to pain 
green colour some years ago 
and we obeyed. We were 
again directed to paint green 
and yellow, we agreed. All 
these we paid to a govern-
ment contractor who then 
gave us the paper to go and 
paint the Keke.” 

He continued, “Later on, 
we were told to remove our 
apron because it was be-
ing used for crimes and we 
obeyed. They later intro-
duced issuance of  special 
numbers for each Keke and 
you will pay to have the num-
bers inscribed on the Keke. 
Apart from these we pay dai-
ly tickets to government reve-
nue agents.”

destiny connected with the 
economic fortunes of  the 
country. We pledge to work 
to mainstream our youths 
into governance process 
through policies and pro-
grams that enable their self- 
actualization and self- fulfill-
ment.

“Across the world, we 
witnessed a resurgence of  
youths as they rise up to 
grab their destinies in their 
own hands and act to shape 
the fortunes of  their nations. 
This explains why I am im-
mensely proud of  the Jones 
Youth Movement, which 
has emerged as a formidable 
political youth movement 
in Imo State. Today, Jones 
Youth Movement is setting 
the agenda, providing lead-
ership and mobilizing to 
break the lethargy among 
Orlu Zone youths and work-
ing to chart a future of  peace 
and progress for our peo-
ple”, Onyereri reiterated.

... Leads campaign on transparency

... It will check crime, stop under-age driving
- Govt
... No, it will increase taxation - Keke riders

Gunmen kill vigilante officer, 2 orderlies in Anambra 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

S
ome yet-to-be-identified 
assailants have killed one 
of  the Commander of  

the Anambra Vigilante Group 
and two of  his orderlies in Ig-
boukwu community, in Agua-
ta Council Area of  the State. 

The vigilante officer, popu-
larly called Shaba, was in the 
company with his orderlies, 
whose identities were still un-

known at a bar in Nkwo Mar-
ket at Igboukwu in the above 
Council Area of  the State 
when the gunmen opened fire 
on them. It was gathered that 
the incident happened late 
on Wednesday. The attackers 
were said to have driven to the 
bar, alighted from their vehicle 
and opened fire on the two or-
derlies of  the vigilante at the 
entrance of  the bar before go-
ing inside to shoot the officer 
dead.

Although details of  the in-
cident were still sketchy, there 
were claims that the vigilante 
officer was a member of  the 
Ebubeagu group terrorising 
communities in the South-
East, while some others claim 
that the killing was carried out 
by members of  a kidnapping 
ring whose leader was busted 
by Shaba’s team some days 
ago.

Confirming the incident, 
the state police spokesman, 

DSP Ikenga Tochukwu, said 
a deliberate operation has 
been set in place to apprehend 
the attackers, adding that sur-
veillance has been intensified 
within the area.

 “There is a deliberate oper-
ation ongoing now aimed at 
apprehending the attackers. 
Meanwhile, patrols have been 
intensified within Aguata and 
its environs. Further develop-
ment shall be communicated 
please,” the PPRO added.
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Reconstruction commences on Achebe
Library, court set ablaze by gunmen 
By Uzo Ugwunze

R
econstruction works 
for Chinua Achebe 
library, Chief  Mag-

istrate court and other 
structures located at Idemili 
North Local Government 
Area(INLGA) Secretari-
at, Ogidi, Anambra State 
which were allegedly set 
ablaze by unknown gun-
men/arsonists has com-
menced in earnest.

Sometime in April this 
year unknown gunmen had 
invaded the council Secre-
tariat penultimate Sunday 
night preceding a Monday 
sit-at-home and set ablaze 
the gigantic Achebe library 
stuffed with books and In-
ternet equipments.

Other buildings housing 
the chief  magistrate court, 

some offices and vehicles 
were also razed down by the 
inferno from the roofs.

Consequently, the 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo, Idemili 
Local Government Chap-
ter, led by Chief  Augus-
tine Udo were among the 
various groups that visited 
the scene and vehemently 
condemned the arson in its 
entirety.

Transition Committee 
Chairman, Chief  Chuks 
Brown Igboanua who dis-
closed this yesterday during 
an interactive session with 
National Union of  Local 
Government Employees, 
NULGE INLGA chapter 
shortly after inspection of  
the ongoing projects, said 
the project was approved 
by Governor Chukwuma 
Soludo.

Igboanua who noted that 
although the structures 
were set ablaze by the un-
known gunmen before he 
assumed office as transition 
committee chairman, he 
was grateful that the pro-
jects commenced  during 
his tenure.

“After the incident, for-
mer Head, Local Govern-
ment Administration, Barr. 
Ezeibe compiled the extent 
of  damages on the instruc-
tion of  Governor Soludo 
and handed same over to 
the Commissioner for LG 
affairs which made it easier 
for Soludo’s approval.

“The workers especially 
from the Education Author-

ity have been having serious 
accommodation challeng-
es. They find it difficult to 
keep their records and at-
tend to their duties since the 
ugly incident.

“We have started with re-
construction of  two blocks, 
I believe that later His Ex-
cellency may approve the 
replacement of  the burnt 
ambulance and other offi-
cial vehicles”, said Igboa-
nua.

Also, The Chairman 
asked the NULGE staff  to 
reciprocate Soludo”s mag-
nanimity by working hard 
to boost the state govern-
ment’s projected internally 
generated revenue target 

from the council area, par-
ticularly in the areas of  new 
sanitation rates for a cleaner 
environment.

According to the Igboa-
nua, “some of  you come 
to work very late on daily 
basis, while some come 
to work only two or three 
times in a week.

“My administration will 
not condone truancy but I 
am promising better days 
ahead in terms of  remuner-
ation for those who are ded-
icated to their duties, while 
those found wanting would 
be reported to the appropri-
ate quarters for disciplinary 
action”, said Igboanua.

He further called on Umu 

Idemili to co-operate with 
both LGA and State gov-
ernment by complying with 
the new sanitation levies 
saying that the Waste dis-
posal contractors need to 
be paid both arrears and as 
when due.

However, INLGA Chair-
man Ohaneze Ndigbo, 
Chief  Augustine Udo com-
mended Soludo and Igboa-
nua for the reconstruction 
of  the popular Chinua 
Achebe library which are 
very useful facilities that 
help students, researchers 
and the Chief  Magistrate 
court that could expedite 
justice delivery.

By Ikenna Orioha

T
he APGA Presiden-
tial Candidate in the 
2023 poll, Prof. Jus-

tice Peter Umeadi, says he 
has the people’s interests at 
his heart hence he ventured 
into the political contest to 
meet their welfare through 
good governance and inter-
nal democracy.

Prof. Umeadi stated 
this while addressing Imo 
women when Imo APGA 
Women received him in 
Owerri, last week.

Disclosing that he is prop-
erly fit to govern Nigeria in 
order  to fix its anomalies, 
Umeadi called on the elec-
torate to vote for him and 
all APGA candidates in the 
general elections, assuring 
they will not disappoint the 
people if  they are elected.

According to him, “my 
campaign has been issue 
based. My opponents have 

seen my mindset of  do-
ing well to people if  I’m 
elected. Yes, the people are 
my interests. I’m working 
hard and am optimistic of  
victory in the presidential 
election. I’m relying on the 
integrity of  INEC. People 
are very much in love with 
APGA”. 

He urged INEC and oth-
er government agencies re-
sponsible for the conduct 
of  the election to avail all 
the 18 presidential candi-
dates a fair playing ground 
to function effectively dur-
ing campaigns and in the 
main election for a credible 
poll that will usher in god-
ly and competent persons 
to be able to change the 
country positively, hailing 
APGA members in Imo 
State for believing in inter-
nal politics, democracy, as 
well as for being committed 
in the party activities.

Isiagu community celebrates 2022 new yam festival
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

I
siagu Community in 
Awka South Local Gov-
ernment Area of  Anam-

bra State has celebrated it 
2022 New Yam Festival.

The New Yam Festival 
popular known as Iwa ji, Iri 
ji or Ike ji is an annual cultur-
al festival by the Igbo people 
that is held at the end of  the 
rainy season in August Sep-
tember and October.

The Iri Ji festival is not only 
practiced in Nigeria but also 
in Ghana and in some Afri-

can countries and beyond.
Speaking to Journalists in 

Isiagu, on the Traditional 
Ruler of  Isiagu Kingdom, 
Igwe Augustin Nwankwo, 
said the celebration serves as 
means of  bringing the people 
together to display their cher-
ished and rich culture and 
traditions.

According to him, “It is 
an important event for us be-
cause both our people who 
stays far and near attend the 
August event and also try to 
use the opportunity to brain-
storm on the way forward of  
the community.

Also speaking, Chief  Nze 
Christian Nwosu, on behalf  
of  the Isiagu Council of  
Chief  and the good people of  
Isiagu, thanked the almighty 
God for a bountiful harvest 
this year 2022 and for given 
us the grace to witness anoth-
er new yam (Iri Ji) celebra-
tion.

 “Our gratitude goes to 
the Executive Governor of  
Anambra State, Prof  Chuk-
wuma Soludo for his genuine 
fight against insecurity in An-
ambra State.”

As Isiagu celebrate her 
new yam celebration, Nze 

Nwosu, added that may the 
New Yam Festival Celebra-
tion continue to foster peace 
in Isiagu, Anambra State, the 
entire eastern region and Ni-
geria at large.

On her part, Mrs. Felicia 
Ekemezie, who was hon-
oured with a Chieftaincy Tit-
tle; “ADA Isiagu” on behalf  
of  her family and the entire 
People of  Isiagu community, 
felicitated with the Tradition-
al Ruler, Igwe Nwankwo, on 
the occasion of  the Iri Ji fes-
tival.

 “Your Highness, as you 
mark this important cultural 
event in celebration of  our 
Igbo heritage, it is my fervent 

he Appeal Court Tsitting in Abuja had 
yesterday Thursday 

O c t o b e r  1 3 ,  2 0 2 2 , 
discharged the embattled 
leader of  the Indigenous 
People of  Biafra (IPOB), 
Nnamdi Kanu.

Nnamdi Kanu who is 
being prosecuted by the 
Federal Government at the 
Federal High Court in 
Abuja on 15 count charges 
b o r d e r i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g 
treasonable felony and 
terrorism, offences he 
allegedly committed in the 
course of  his separatist 
campaigns.

The three-man panel 
of  the Court of  Appeal in a 
monumental judgement, 
said the Federal High 
Court lacks the jurisdiction 
to try him in view of  his 
a b d u c t i o n  a n d 
extraordinary rendition to 
N i g e r i a  i n  f l a g r a n t 
violation of  the OAU 
convention and protocol on 
extradition.

The court held that 
t h e  1 5 - c o u n t  c h a r g e 
preferred against Kanu did 
not disclose the place, date, 
time and nature of  the 
alleged offences before 
being unlawfully extradited 
to Nigeria in clear violation 
of  international treaties.

The court further held 
t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l 
Gover nment fai led to 
disclose where Nnamdi 
Kanu was arrested despite 
the  g rave  a l l ega t ions 
against him

Recall that Nnamdi 
Kanu was re-arraigned 
before a Federal High 
Court on amended 15 
c o u n t s  b o r d e r i n g  o n 
t r e a s o n a b l e  f e l o n y 
preferred against him by 
the Nigerian government.

However, on April 8, 
Justice Binta Nyako struck 
out eight of  the 15 counts.

While ruling on the 
prel iminar y object ion 
seek ing  to  quash  the 
charges, the judge said 

counts 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 
and 14 had not disclosed any 
o f f e n c e  a g a i n s t  t h e 
defendant (Kanu).

The charges that were 
struck out below are as 
follows: “Count 6: Made 
broadcasts to attack officers 
of  the Nigeria Police Force; 
Count 7: Made broadcasts in 
which he incited members 
of  the public to hunt and 
a t t a c k  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e 
Nigerian Police Force.

“ C o u r t  8 :  M a d e 
broadcasts in which he 
directed members of  the 
I P O B  t o  m a nu f a c t u r e 
bombs; Court 9: Made 
broadcasts on diverse dates 
in furtherance of  terrorism 
against the Nigeria state and 
with intent to destabilise the 
fundamental political and 
economic structures of  
Nigeria, incited members of  
the  publ ic  to  s top the 
Anambra governorship 
election.

“Count 10: Incited 
members of  the public to 
destroy public facilities. 

Count  11 :  Threatened 
members of  the public not to 
come out on 31st May, 2021. 
Count 12: Made broadcasts 
with the intention to incite 
members of  the public to 
stage a violent revolution in 
fur therance of  acts  of  
t e r r o r i s m .  C o u n t  1 4 : 
Directed members of  the 
public to destroy the public 
transport system in Lagos, 
resulting in major economic 
loss to the governor.”

Nyako had said that 
counts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, and 15 
showed some allegations, 
which the defendant had to 
answer.

However, Kanu had 
through his team of  lawyers 
led by Mike Ozekhome 
(SAN), filed an appeal 
m a r k e d 
CA/ABJ/CR/625/2022, 
praying the court to quash 
the remaining seven counts 
for being devoid of  merit.

The appeal is equally 
praying the court to order his 
release on bail, pending the 
determination of  his appeal.

Appeal court clears Nnamdi Kanu
…Quash all charges against him FG

Nnamdi Kanu
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Editorial

hough many environmental Tproblems threaten the world but 
flooding is considered to be the 

most devastating natural disaster 
worldwide. Flooding is excess water 
flowing onto land which is usually dry 
e.g. when rainfall exceeds absorption 
capacity of the soil, which in turn causes 
s i g n i f i c a n t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
consequences.

The rainy season in Nigeria this year, 
2022, was especially harsh with heavy 
rains producing deadly and destructive 
flooding in many areas in the country 
states. In October, flooding in the 
country's south submerged homes and 
farmland, and displaced hundreds of 
thousands of people.

Emergency management agencies 
reported that floodwater in most of the 
Southeastern States has displaced more 
than 600,000 people. The flooding has 
also been deadly. On October 7, a boat 
capsized and killed dozens of people 
trying to escape rising waters.

A certain report maintains that 'the 
rate of flood occurrence in recent times 
has been unprecedented, with over 70 
million people globally exposed to 
flooding every year, and more than 800 
million living in flood-prone areas.' 

Severe flooding has also affected 
other parts of Nigeria throughout the 
2022 rainy season, which generally 
spans through April to October. In the 
northeast, outbreaks of cholera are 
being attributed to water sources that 
have been contaminated by floodwater.

According to news reports, the 
flooding in Nigeria this year was the 
worst on record since 2012.

Flooding is the most common 
disaster in Nigeria. The majority of 
Nigeria's states are increasingly 
suffering from annual flooding during 
the rainy seasons caused by increased 
precipitation linked to climate change.

In developing countries, flooding 
results from climate change, excessive 
precipitation, building on waterways, 
sea-level rise, soil moisture regime, dam 
operations, especially along borders, 
uncontrolled rapid population growth, 
inadequate preparedness, and lack of 
political will.

Flooding is a geo environmental 
hazard recorded every year in most 
r e g i o n  o f  t h e  wo r l d .  T h o u g h , 
inundations by extreme floods cannot be 
totally avoided and maybe with the 

effect of  climate change and their 
occurrence will increase. 

However,  insensi t ivi ty  to  i t s 
occurrence invokes an imminent 
disaster. Absolute protection is both 
unachievable and unsustainable, 
because of high costs and its inherent 
uncertainties. 

Nevertheless, abilities to mitigate 
flood disasters, cope with and recover 
from the effects are attainable but needs 
urgent attention. This evolves a well 
thought-out strategies and adaptation 
measures which can be adopted by all 
especially in the flood prone areas. 

Localized flooding occurs many 
times a year in many but mostly in 
informal and mismatched settlements. 
There, are few drains (or those that exist 
are blocked), most of the ground is 
highly compacted, paved and pathways 
between dwellings become streams after 
heavy rain. Urban land use allocation 
has all along been begged on economic 
factors devoid of  environmental 
concerns which play a vital role for 
sustainable  urban development. 
Structural and non-structural measures 
are adopted as a control, mitigation and 
coping strategies to ameliorate flood 
impacts.

Unlike some natural disasters, 
rainfall flooding can be controlled with 
proper planning and the provision of 
necessary infrastructure but Nigeria's 
flooding is mainly human induced with 
current poor urban planning practices 
and inadequate  to  non-exis tent 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
contributing to and exacerbating the 
issue. The absence of a national Flood 
Risk Management (FRM) strategy or 
comprehensive flood risk maps, for 
example, are indicators of the lack of 
attention paid to Nigeria's flooding 
problem.

However, to make any progress and 
ensure sustainable development, the 
anthropogenic causes of the floods in 
Nigeria need to be addressed; this 
r e q u i r e s  r e v i e w i n g  u r b a n  a n d 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p l a n n i n g  a n d 
management and integration with 
FRM. 

The Government and concerned 
stakeholders have a key role to play in 
controlling flooding by putting the 
necessary infrastructure in place as a 
control measure.

Addressing flooding menace 
in Nigeria: Essential towards
achieving nation's SDGs
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 few weeks ago, I had 

Acause to discuss the role 
of  the civil service in the 

delivery of  good governance and 
observed that the civil servants 
in Nigeria to a large extent, have 
not met the required threshold In 
fact, in the piece, I asserted that 
without the connivance of  the 
civil servants, it is impracticable 
for the political class in public 
offices to pilfer the resources of  
the nation. While condemning 
the acts of  civil servants therein, 
I did suggest an immediate 
review of  the welfare packages 
of  the civil servants so that their 
take home pay can take them 
h o m e,  t h u s  r e d u c i n g  t h e 
temptation and the allurement 
to corruption.

I  a l so  canvassed  the 
immediate rationalization of  the 
m u l t i p l e  a g e n c i e s  w i t h 
duplicated responsibilities in 
order to save the nation from the 
b o u r g e o n i n g  r e c u r r e n t 
expenditure. In this column, my 
concern is basically on the 
politicization of  the civil service 
in the country and the impact on 
the growth of  the country. Both 
by law and convention, the civil 
service is the implementation 
arm of  the government. The civil 
servants execute the programs 
and policies of  the government. 
The belief  is that most of  them 
are trained professionals and as 
such are meant to be experts 
capable of  advising the political 
class in the delivery on their 
mandates. This explains why 
they civil servants are described 
at times as technocrats. The 
presumption always is that in the 
decision-making process, they 
are never swayed by any form of  
influence, be it political or 
otherwise. It is to this extent that 
they are expected to be neutral in 
t h e  d i s c h a r g e  o f  t h e i r 
responsibilities. What this 
connotes is that they are not 
meant to be politicians, and in 
order to insulate their views and 
t h o u g h t s  f r o m  p o l i t i c a l 
influence, they are, by the rules 
of  the civil service, not meant to 
join or participate in politics.

This is the tradition of  the 
civil service that is cherished in 
responsible climes. Regrettably, 
in recent times, this sacred rule 
has been gradually displaced in 
all manners and forms. Civil 
servants now play politics with 
impunity as I shall unveil later in 
this discussion. How do you 
now explain situations in which 
civil servants now resign or 
retire, and the very next day, they 
are vying for political office. 
That means that the affected 
civil servant must have been in 
active politics while still being in 
the  c iv i l  s e r v i ce.  A  ve r y 
ridiculous one occurred not 
quite long, in 2019 to be precise, 
w h e n  a  S t a t e  E l e c t o r a l 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  w i t h  t h e 

Independent National Electoral 
Commission resigned and 
immediately joined a political 
party vying for a political office. 
This was someone meant to be 
politically neutral in his prior 
assignment from where he was 
coming.

That is the extent of  the 
debasement of  the country's 
values. In contemporary times, 
virtually all the retired military 
chiefs and generals as well as 
those of  the police and other 
para military organizations now 
resign or retire, and immediately 
join politics. Can one imagine 
the extent of  compromise they 
had perpetrated in their recent 
tasks? Could they be said to have 
been neutral and objective in the 
d i scharge  o f  the i r  recent 
assignments? Your guess is as 
good as mine. Retired civil 
servants are not exempted also. 
All these snippets amount 
ultimately to something. An 
interesting one is that involving a 
judge who was disengaged by 
the National Judicial Council, 
who then opted for politics, 
contested election as a running 
m a t e  t o  a  g u b e r n a t o r i a l 
candidate, campaigned and 
failed, and then reabsorbed as 
judge over the people he had 
engaged in electoral contest. 
What a country! How do you 
expect impartiality from such a 
judge! What gave birth to this is 
not easily discernible other than 
the influence of  the political 
class and corruption. When 
interrogated, some of  the civil 
servants often refer to a decision 
of  the apex court, per Ayoola, 
JSC (as he then was) which I 
believe is taken out of  context.

My comprehension of  the 
decision is to the effect that the 
civil servants are allowed to 
make a choice in any electoral 
contest just like any other 
Nigerian. In other words, they 
enjoy the liberty to vote for any 
candidate or party of  their 
choice in any election. The 
judgment anchored on the 
freedom of  association does not 
say that a civil servant can 
simultaneously enjoy the status 
of  the civil servant and that of  
politicians. These are statuses 
that are mutually exclusive and 
must remain so in the interest of  
good governance and the nation. 
Once you make a choice to 
become a politician, you must 
exclude yourself  from being a 
member of  the civil service and 
that is why various provisions of  
the Constitution relating to 
qualification to contest an 
election require a civil servant to 
resign from public employment 
at least 30 days before an 
election in which he desires to 
contest.

The import of  the decision 
is, and cannot be that the civil 
servants can now be politicians 
to the extent of  registering with a 

political party and actively 
participating in its activities while 
still enjoying the status of  a civil 
servant. This will be totally 
absurd in my view. Beyond this, I 
suspect that the major attraction 
for the civil servants veering into 
politics is due to the pecks and 
attractions of  public office in 
Nigeria. They see and witness the 
profligacy of  the political class 
and the allurements of  political 
office and wants to partake, more 
so when coincidentally, the 
reverse is the attraction in the civil 
service unlike in progressive 
countries like Singapore where 
c i v i l  s e r v a n t s  a r e  b e t t e r 
renumerated. Having said this, I 
am of  the strong view that this 
aberration needs to be quickly 
interrogated and arrested or 
tamed if  we desire the growth of  
the country. There are two broad 
areas of  the distortion of  the civil 
service in Nigeria currently. The 
first area is the situation alluded 
to above which is that in which 
the civil servants actively and 
freely participate in politics and 
t h e  s e c o n d  a r e a ,  i s  t h e 
politicization of  the civil service 
by the political class. Neither of  
the two, as we shall see, is healthy 
for the nation.

Firstly, should the civil 
servants be allowed to join 
polit ics and al lowed to be 
politicians, it then means that no 
objective opinion can be rendered 
nor objective decision made. This 
implies that decisions and 
opinions that are meant to be 
objective now become politically 
tainted. This obviously will 
impact negatively on good 
governance of  the country. 
Another consequence of  this is 
the waste of  manpower as 
politicians now utilize their skills 
for objectives other than that for 
which they are engaged. This is 
coupled with the fact that the time 

appropriated for the discharge of  
their duties is now rationed. It is 
either that they are spending part 
or the whole of  the time meant for 
the discharge of  their civil service 
responsibility in the political 
field, either directly or indirectly 
through their political bosses or 
they are sharing such time with 
their official responsibility in 
executive offices. Beyond that, no 
human being could be that 
extraordinary as to be able to 
execute assignments beyond his 
human capacity.

This implies that even 
where the civil servant makes use 
of  his spare time pursuing 
politics, he will return to work the 
next day tired as there is no super 
human being. This certainly 
impairs productivity by him. As 
the Yoruba would say in street 
l ingo  proverb,  “aponle  n i 
foreman, enikan o le sise eeyan 
merin” which literally translates 
that no one can multi-task beyond 
his capacity. The consequence of  
this is decline in productivity 
w h i c h  i s  o b v i o u s  i n  t h e 
governance of  the country. 
Again, if  you recall the extent of  
fund dispensed in training civil 
servants over time, you will 
appreciate the wastage that is 
being committed in the abuse of  
the skills of  civil servants, either 
through redundancy or wrong 
placement.

In some instances, their 

skills are now deployed elsewhere 

for wrong reasons; or totally 

rendered useless. The second leg 

o f  t h e  a b e r r a t i o n  i s  t h a t 

committed by the political class. 

The noticeable area is  the 

appointment of  politicians to 

head the positions traditionally 

and at times, technically reserved 

and preserved for civil servants. 

Each time this is done, it does not 

only render the civil servants who 

are trained with the public 

resources redundant but succeeds 

in demoralizing them. Imagine a 

civil servant that had spent a 

greater part of  his life dedicated 

to his assignment and hoping to 

get to the peak of  his career but 

who, at the penultimate level, his 

dream is cut short through the 

appointment of  a politician with 

no rival skill in him.

What do you expect in that 

circumstance other than decline 

in productivity and emergence of  

corruption. Since he cannot 

realize his dream, he would, 

therefore, settle for compromise 

and corruption as compensation. 

This is the evil the political class is 

perpetrating on the civil service. 

The other consequence of  such 

appointment is the distortion of  

the hierarchy of  the civil service 

and the blurring of  the reporting 

line in the scheme of  service. In 

this situation, there is immediate 

deformity of  the often-existing 

clarity in the responsibility line. 

This is apart from the waste of  

space by the often-incompetent 

political appointees. The worst of  

the effects is the erasure of  

institutional memory. These 

political appointees often lack the 

skill of  record keeping and as 

such, they come in with their 

poor ideas and actions, and 

equally leave with same without 

leaving behind any meaningful 

trace. That explains why most 

times in the civil service, wheels 

must be reinvented. Today, we 

continue to complain about the 

cost of  governance and still we 

continue to recruit these needless 

and often times, useless political 

appointees where and when 

absolutely not required. This 

continues to bloat the recurrent 

expenditure of  the country, thus 

depriving it of  the essential 

investment in capital projects. It 

results mostly into duplication of  

responsibilities with no value 

added as a concomitant effect. If  

the idea is to create job for the 

boys, they can be recruited as 

'consultants or contractors' 

without ruffling the civil service. 

The iniquities from all the above 

amounts to something in the 

stultification of  the growth of  the 

country. Therefore, as we match 

towards  the  next  pol i t ica l 

transition, it should interest the 

electorate to demand how and in 

what manner the various political 

parties and candidates intend to 

address this scourge. Except we 

a b a t e  t h e  u g ly  t r e n d  a n d 

development, it cannot augur 

well for the civil service which is 

the ladder through which good 

governance can be achieved.

Politicisation of the Civil Service
By Muiz Banire 

Having said this, I am of  the strong 
view that this aberration needs to be 
quickly interrogated and arrested or 
tamed if  we desire the growth of  the 

country. There are two broad areas of  
the distortion of  the civil service in 

Nigeria currently. The first area is the 
situation alluded to above which is 

that in which the civil servants actively 
and freely participate in politics and 

the second area, is the politicization of  
the civil service by the political class. 
Neither of  the two, as we shall see, is 

healthy for the nation.

“



he best outfits we saw Ta t  D o n  J a z z y '  s 
mother's celebration 

of  life.
Producer, influencer and 

record label owner, Don 
Jazzy had a party to celebrate 
the life of  his mother, who 
unfortunately died this year. 
As you all know, Don Jazzy is 
a man of  the people so, of  
course, his celebrity friends 
came out to celebrate his late 
mother's life.

Word on the street is the 
aso-ebi was completely free, 
here is how your celebrities 
came out. 

Ariyike Dimples 
Ariyike kept it simple by 

mixing her outfit with white 
lace. 

Diane Eneje 
Diane's high-slit dress and 

gele is an aso-ebi inspiration. 
Lillian Afegbai 
Lily kept it sexy in this 

velvet corset gown. 
Kaylah Oniwo 
We loved Kaylah's take 

on this outfit, she definitely 
stands out in her two-piece 
pants and jacket. 

Osas Ighodaro 
Osas looked beautiful as 

usual in her halter neck 
gown. 

Esther Biade 
Another high-slit gown 

for the win, we love to see it. 
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Ohanaeze Ndigbo calls for unity, promotion
of Igbo language, cultural values
Uzo Ugwunze

O
haneze Ndigbo 
Worldwide, the apex 
Igbo socio-cultural or-

ganization has called for unity 
of  purpose, oneness, promo-
tion of  Igbo language, cultur-
al values among Igbo people 
and synergy with Community 
leaders.

The call was made at Ogidi 
during the inauguration of  the 
Ohaneze Ndigbo Worldwide 
Idemili North Local Govern-
ment Area (INLGA) chapter 
new executives.

According to the Anambra 
State chapter President, Obi 
Prince Chukwuemekalum 
Udodeme (Odegba), Ohaneze 
Ndigbo cannot make progress 
without oneness and unity of  
purpose in anything we chose 
to achieve wether politically, 
economically, socially or secu-
rity wise.

“You cannot work without 
involving the Local Govern-
ment Chairman, Traditional 
Rulers, towns union Presi-
dents General, Community 
Women and Youth leaders. 

“Infact to ensure this syn-
ergy, at the state level, the of-
fice of  the Ohaneze Ndigbo 
Worldwide, Vice President is 
Constitutionally reserved for 
the personality occupying the 
post of  the ‘Anambra State 
Association of  Towns Union 
(ASATU) National Presi-
dent’.

Let us work towards near 
perfection by bringing the 
communities together. Or-
ganize Idemili cultural day, 
Ohanaeze Idemili New yam 
festival to promote the Igbo 
culture and oneness,” said 
Udodeme.

Also, the ASATU National 
President cum Ohaneze Ndig-
bo State Vice President, Chief  
Barr. Titus Akpudo (Ug-
wunyilionyeoso) said: “Igbo 
language should be spoken 
without inferiority complex, 
our children should be taught 
how to speak and promote 
Igbo language, practice and 
live according to our cultural 
values”.

Akpudo further assured 
to use his office to ensure 
co-operation of  the towns Un-
ions towards promoting the 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo goals and 
agenda urging illustrious sons 
of  Idemili to finance and sup-

port the organization.
The INLGA Transition 

Chairman, Chief  Chuks Ig-
boanua who was a former 
Ohaneze Ndigbo LG Vice 
Chairman after tasking the 
new executives to join the 
Governor Chukwuma Solu-
do’s pursuit for a more secured 
Anambra State solicited for 
Ndigbo to think and invest at 
home.

Earlier in his welcome ad-
dress, the INLGA Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo Chairman, Chief  
Augustine Udo (Oso-
ma-Ugochinyereze) called 
for all sons and daughters to 
belong to the organization, 
strategize together, proffer 
solutions to challenges facing 
Ndigbo, unite as an entity for 
the salvation, peace, love and 
emancipation of  Igbo people.

“Our gratitude goes to the 
Transition Chairman and all 
State officers for their support. 
Our administration will rob 
minds for the progress, securi-
ty, mobilization of  our people 
at the grassroots to have peo-
ple oriented Ohanaeze includ-
ing youths for a better Idemili 

Why I want to represent Ngor Okpala in Imo Assembly
- Odionyemma
By Jennifer John 

A
n aspirant to the 
Ngor Okpala state 
constituency, Chief  

Kingsley Odionyemma has 
disclosed that his intention 
to represent Ngor Okpala 
in the Imo State House of  
Assembly, is born out of  
his passion and desire to 
give back to the community 
where he was raised, not for 
the money in it, as the mon-
ey he gets working abroad 
is better than what he will 
get as a House of  Assembly 
member.

Mr Kingsley Odionyem-
ma made this assertion 
during an interactive ses-
sion with members of  Ngor 
Okpala Journalists Associa-
tion who paid him a courte-
sy visit at his country home 
Amafor Imerienwe, Ngor 
Okpala Local Government 
Area of  Imo State.

He however said serv-

ing as House of  Assembly 
member will give him better 
opportunity to contribute 
meaningfully to the devel-
opment of  Ngor Okpala 
and Imo State in general.

Odionyemma promised 
to pay special attention to 
education, infrastructure, 
assuring of  his willingness 
to attract investors who 
will use the versed land in 
the area for industries, as 
according to him, Ngor 
Okpala was designed as the 
industrial hub of  Imo State, 
reason a Cargo Airport was 
built in the area.He also 
promised to place priority 
on health care system.

He promised that he 
will maintain constituen-
cy briefing as right of  the 
people, where they will seat 
together, analyse activities 
for the passing year and set 
agenda for the coming year.

The PDP chieftain re-
gretted that there has never 

been an Ngor Okpala per-
son that has been a Senator 
or even a Minister, which 
he described as a result of  
playing bad politics and 
solicited support of  the 
media group to change the 
narrative, even as he paid 
glowing tributes to Nnanna 
Ukaegbu who he said built 
the first private university 
in the whole of  Africa in 
Ngor Okpala, having also 
built Owerri Grammar 

North. We shall collaborate 
with all authorities necessary 
to keep the flag of  Ohanaeze 
flying,” said Udo.

The Ohanaeze Ndigbo INL-
GA chapter executives include 
Chairman- Chief  Augustine 
Udo, Vice Chairman- Chief  
Charles Obadike, Secretary- 
Chief  Nnaemeka Orjiakor, 
Assistant Sec- Mrs Chinyere 
Ibezim, Treasurer- Mr. Ed-
mund Ndukwe, Financial 
Sec- Chief  Chris Ngwudike, 
PRO- Mr Churchill Okafor, 
Youth leader- Hon Emeka 
Amaefuna, Asst Youth Lead-
er- Hon. Vincent Madu.

Others are Organizing Sec- 
Amb. Emma Okpala, Woman 
Leader- Mrs Ethel Atuokwu, 
Asst Woman Leader- Mrs Uju 
Omire, Legal Advisers-Barr. 
Agbata P.G. and Barr. Obo-
jiofor A.U., Welfare Officer- 
Chief  Maurice Omeludike, 
Ex-Officios-Nze-Ukwu Ew-
udo, Ichie Chris Onyekwelu 
and Mrs Rita Ibeakuzie

Moreover, the occasion 
chairman, President Gen-
eral Nkpor, Chief  Innocent 
Ibeagha (OsomaNkpor) 

charged the new executives to 
do better than their predeces-
sors in humility adding that 
inclusive and impactful lead-
ership attracts higher positions 
of  responsibility in the future.

The APC aspirant for 
Idemili North, Anambra 
House of  Assembly, Chief  
Chibuzor Okeke(Onata-

ludikemma) who said that 
he intends to sponsor a bill 
to regulate amount of  school 
fees for both private and public 
schools pledged to support the 
Ohanaeze in promoting Igbo 
unity, values and purposeful 
governance.

However, the PDP aspirant 
for Idemili North Anambra 

House of  Assembly, Chief  
Vincent Obi(Ezeudo) who 
averred that neither politics 
nor his ambition was a do or 
die affair after pledging his 
support appealed to Ohanaeze 
to avoid partisan politics but 
rather play a fatherly role to all 
contestants in the upcoming 
2023 elections.

School and Obube Second-
ary School, Ngor Okpala, 
among numerous paceset-
ting feats and achievements.

The House of  Assembly 
hopeful solicited the cor-
poration of  journalists and 
other stakeholders in the 
area towards his aspiration 
to represent his people of  
Ngor Okpala in Imo State 
House of  Assembly, under 
the platform of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP).

Igbo presidency in Nigeria ‘ll be a reality 
– Femi Adesina

F
emi Adesina, the me-
dia advisor to Presi-
dent Muhammadu Bu-

hari, has stated his optimism 
for an Igbo administration in 
Nigeria.

Adesina recalled the times 
he used to write in support of  
an Igbo president on Wednes-
day at the State House.

When the delegation of  
Igbo Friends and the Onye-
buchi Chris Ifediora (OCI) 
Foundation arrived, the aide 
made the comment.

The delegation offered 
their congratulations on the 
President’s awarding of  him 
the National Honour of  the 
Officer of  the Order of  the 

Niger (OON).
Adesina stated that he al-

ways enjoyed hosting guests 
from all regions of  the nation.

“It shows the brotherhood 
in us; Nigeria is one country, 
indivisible. You have demon-
strated it by coming to con-
gratulate me.”

The spokesperson said 
he has two chieftaincy titles 
from two states – Nwanne 
di Namba from Mmaku 
in Enugu, and Ugomba of  
Isieketa in Abia.

 “At the Sun Newspapers, 
I used to write about the 
Southeast and the need for a 
President of  Igbo extraction 
and what the people of  the 
area needed to do to achieve 
it.

“I know that it would be a 
reality in this country”, the 
President’s image-maker de-
clared.

Gov Ortom throws weight behind Igbo presidency

T
he Benue State 
Governor, Samuel 
Ortom has express 

confidence in the Igbo 
people, saying they have 
potentials to rule Nigeria 
if  given the opportunity.

The governor, who 
made the expression in 
Makurdi, the state capi-

tal, on Wednesday when 
Igbo PDP Forum paid 
him a courtesy visit, said 
the South-Easterners are 
accommodating and hard 
working.

According to Ortom, the 
Igbos are peaceful, stress-
ing that they have the abil-
ity to live with other ethnic 

groups in the country.
He vowed to continue 

speaking to authority on 
the incessant attacks on 
Benue people by suspected 
armed herdsmen.

“The Igbo are accom-
modating and hard work-
ing. They are a group that 
can live with other ethnic 

groups and not like those 
that are killing my people 
and they want me to keep 
quiet.

“I will never keep qui-
et concerning incessant 
attacks on my people by 
herdsmen until the au-
thorities do the right thing. 
I will continue to speak 
against injustice,” he said.

Meanwhile, Labour 
Party has appointed actor 
cum lawyer, Barrister Ken-
neth Okonkwo as Cam-
paign Spokesperson. 

Kenneth, by this ap-
pointment, will square 
the media campaign up 
with the likes of  Festus 
Keyamo, Femi Fani Kayo-
de of  the APC, Dino Mel-
aye, Reno Omokri of  PDP 
amongst others.

… Actor, Kenneth Okonkwo appointed LP campaign spokesperson

He supported the notion 
that the best way to achieve 
Nigerian president of  Igbo 
extraction was for the Peo-
ple Igbos to massively sup-
port the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party’s presidential 
candidate, Atiku Abubarka 
to win the presidential elec-
tion and put machineries in 
motion for the emergence 
of  an Igbo man as Nigeria’s 
President.

Alleged Cellphone robber beaten to pulp in Owerri last Thursday
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t the last count, two of  the 

Aleading candidates for the 
2023 presidential election 

have addressed the private sector 
on their economic development 
plans, under the auspices of  the 
Lagos Chamber of  Commerce, 
Mines, and Industries. What has 
come out of  this engagement is 
that none of  the candidates has an 
innovative and accomplished plan 
that can redirect the economy in 
the age of  uncer tainty and 
changed global economy. They are 
either a less coherent or less 
t r a n s f o r m a t i v e  e c o n o m i c 
proposal. Apart from the technical 
points about enabling a private 
sector-led economy, there are no 
grand visions, and no significant 
paradigm shifts that give hope of  
real change in economic realities 
after 2023. These plans betray an 
insufficient understanding of  the 
global political economy and a less 
strategic approach to economic 
policymaking. It is annoying that 
all the major candidates keep 
harping about the private sector as 
the driver of  their economic plans. 
The or thodoxy of  chanting 
'private sector-led economic plan' 
suggests that the candidates are yet 
to  lear n  the  key  lesson of  
economic development, to wit, 
that economic development is 
more strategic than theoretical; 
and therefore, economic history is 
more important in that regard 
than economic theory.

A n  e f f e c t i ve  e c o n o m i c 
development strategy for Nigerian 
in 2023 must flow from a proper 
understanding of  economic 
history. What does economic 
history teach us? First, it teaches 
that those who focus on ideologies 
rather than strategies fail in the 
development race. Second, it 
instructs that you need a proper 
d iagnos i s  o f  the  c r i s e s  o f  
development before you can 
overcome them. Thirdly, it reveals 
that you need an effective state 
willing to intervene in economic 
matters in a smart, firm, and 
comprehensive manner to achieve 
d e ve l o p m e n t .  Yo u  c a n n o t 
insource an effective state. You 
can outsource other inputs of  
development, but you cannot 
outsource the role of  the state in 
economic development. If  the 
s t a t e  i s  d y s f u n c t i o n a l  o r 
inef fect ive,  you cannot  get 
s u b s t a n t i a l  a n d  s u s t a i n e d 
economic development. So, the 
nature of  the state  and i ts 
institutionalisation matter for 
economic development. The 
policy proposals of  the leading 
candidates do not address the 
crisis of  the Nigerian state and 
how it impacts on prospects of  
sustained economic development. 
In that wise, their plans are mere 
technical roadmaps without 
architectural design.

In the context of  the deficient 
grasp of  the crisis of  development 
i n  N i ge r i a  b y  t h e  l e a d i n g 
contenders for the highest office in 
the land, the most pressing 
challenge with regard to the 2023 
presidential election is to rescue 
the debate about Nigeria's future 

by making two moves. First is to 
assert that in 2023, Nigeria's 
economic policy orientation 
should be developmentalist, rather 
than routine. The Nigerian state 
should move away from being a 
rentier and a 'night watchman' 
s t a t e.  T h i s  m e a n s  t h a t  i t s 
e c o n o m i c  p l a n n e r s  m u s t 
deliberately work against perverse 
trends and impose a desirable 
o u t c o m e  o n  t h e  N i g e r i a n 
economic landscape. They should 
not be watchers of  economic 
trends who allow market forces 
deliver what they will. They 
should not just hold the fair 
balance for the private sector to 
deliver its business plan. They 
should be planners and managers 
who leverage on the principles and 
forces of  the market to create an 
economic system that guarantees 
prosperity and freedoms for 
Nigerian people.

It is true as Adam Smith 
observed in 1776 that pursuing our 
individual interest, under certain 
economic conditions, results in 
outcomes that are beneficial to the 
public. But the caveat is 'under 
certain economic condition'. In 
1776 of  mercantilism in which 
state authorities captured the 
agrarian enterprises to fund war 
and imperial conquests, the 
'invisible hand of  the market' 
alone was a game changer. But in 
Nigeria of  2023 of  chronic 
underdevelopment, the 'invisible 
hand of  market' needs the 'visible 
hand of  government'. Such hand 
has to be smart, strong, and firm.

Rethinking the role of  the 
Nigerian state should be the 
starting point of  a new economics 
for  2023 and beyond.  This 
rethinking has to move beyond 
p o l i t i c a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c 
orthodoxies and be grounded in 
the real i ty of  the Nigerian 
situation and the changing global 
political economy. The fact of  the 
matter is that no nation develops 
outside the contexts- intellectual 
and pol i t ical -  of  i ts  t imes. 
Although, there are general 
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  e c o n o m i c 
development that can be teased 
f rom economic theor y and 
history, their implementation has 
to be grounded in the practical 
conditions of  a country and a 
m o m e n t .  A s  Yi n g y i  Q i a n 
observed in respect of  economic 
reform in China,  universal 
principles of  economics need to be 
tropicalized to fit into the peculiar 
characteristics of  the country. The 
key question is: what are the 
special characteristics of  the 
Nigerian state and what should be 
done to make it a productive state 
in the contexts of  the current 
economic and social conditions? 
The leading candidates seem to be 
presenting a conception of  the 
Nigerian state that is still trapped 
in the ideology of  neoliberalism 
that has characterized economic 
policymaking since the 1980s. But 
in the face of  the fact that the 
neoliberal state in Nigeria has 
been both  i l leg i t imate  and 
ineffective, is it not now time to 
rethink the state in economic 

development in Nigeria.
T h e  p o l i t i c a l  e c o n o m i c 

doctrine of  the state is complicated. 
We cannot treat that in single essay 
of  this length. But some facts have 
to be mentioned. First, is that the 
state order in Nigeria and other 
African countries has been a major 
challenge to their development. 
Diverse scholars like Mahmood 
Mamdani and Claude Ake have 
pointed out the oddity of  the state 
formation in Africa and how it has 
created a dysfunctional state that is 
incoherent and ineffective. The 
burden of  colonial history cannot 
be discounted in reconstructing the 
Nigerian state. In spite of  the 
weakness of  dependency theory, 
we know that the flaws of  the 
Nigerian state are defined by its 
incoherent formation.

History matters, as Daron 
Acemoglu and James A Robinson 
argued in Why Nations Fail (2012). 
But  inst i tut ion matters  too. 
Historical path-dependency can be 
superseded through institutional 
redesign, as Douglas North notes. 
But to effectively redesign the state 
you must first understand its 
pathologies. The Nigerian state is 
constructed around neo-feudal 
n o r m s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s .  T h i s 
undermines  product ion and 
distributional justice. it undermines 
p r o d u c t i o n  b y  d i s c a r d i n g 
m e r i t o c r a c y  a n d  p r ov i d i n g 
incentives for rent-seeking and 
disincentive for innovation and 
c r e a t i v i t y.  I t  u n d e r m i n e s 
distributional justice by disposing 
g o ve r n a n c e  a n d  e c o n o m i c 
policymaking not to focus on the 
wellbeing of  citizens and denuding 
the state of  social protection. This 
weakens economic and social 
wellbeing, which circles back to 
loss of  productivity.

The second fact of  Nigerian 
state formation that is crucial for a 
new economics for 2023 is that the 
unstable and incoherent state order 
is made worse by the inequitable 
distribution of  welfare.  The 
ultraconservative norms that have 
def ined the development of  
Nigeria's socio-economic history 
have imposed on it an inclination 
towards gross inequality. Nigeria 
has a very high Gini-coefficient of  
35.10% as at 2019. If  we factor non-
income-based assessment, Nigeria 
i s  more  unequal  than most 
c o u n t r i e s  i n  A f r i c a .  G r o s s 
inequality is not a happenstance. It 
i s  a n  e x p e c t e d  r e s u l t  o f  
institutionalized privilege and 
deprivation, that occur through the 
budgeting process, through labor 
and social laws, and through 
absence of  effective remedies for 
economic injustice. An example of  
the later is the non-justiciability of  
the economic and social rights in 
the Nigerian constitution. One 
lesson we learnt from economists 
of  inequality like Thomas Piketty 
and Emmanuel  Sarz is  that 
inequality is not a state of  nature. It 
is a socio-political construction. 
Thomas Piketty rightly states in his 
magisterial work, Capital and 
Ideology (2020), that “Inequality is 
n e i t h e r  e c o n o m i c  n o r 
technological: it is ideological and 
political”.

So,  moving Niger ia  in to 
sustainable productivity requires 
good analysis of  the cause of  its 
stagnation. It is bad strategy not to 
thoroughly understand a problem 
before proffering solutions. Low 
productivity and high inequality 
are the twin crises of  the Nigeria's 
economic collapse. These derive 
from, and are reinforced by, a 
dysfunctional and incoherent state 
order. That order originates from 
the neo-feudal  and colonial 
character of  the Nigerian state. 
C l a u d e  A k e  d i a g n o s e d  t h e 
manifestations of  the colonial state 
order as 'disarticulation' and 
'incoherence'. Claude Ake adopted 
'articulation' and 'coherence' as 
conceptual framework to critique 
post-colonial political economy 
because he was concerned with 
their spatial constraints. But, in my 
view, their normative constitution 
is more important, hence neo-
feudalism offers a better lens to 
perceive the incoherence and 
disarticulation of  the Nigerian 
economy.

In the context of  disarticulation 
a n d  i n c o h e r e n c e  o r 
neopatrimonialism and elitism of  
the Nigerian economy, Nigerian 
presidential candidates should 
focus attention on how to change 
the state order in order to create an 
environment that enables higher 
productivity and social stability 
based on shared prosperity and 
egalitarian economic institutions. 
But sadly, none of  them tries to 
analyze the pathologies of  the state 
order that determine and reinforce 
the economic fai lure of  the 
Nigerian state. None of  them 
proposes to change the character of  
the state. This is pitiable because we 
k n o w  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  o r d e r 
determines the trajectory of  
economic development. In the case 
of  China, as Qian remarked, the 
choice of  reform policies was 
determined by “first the initial 
historical conditions, and second, 
the contemporary constraints”.

Let us take some look at the 
various policy options of  the 
presidential candidates and how 
the conceive the character of  the 
state and its role in economic 
development. All of  the candidates 
are pro-markets. That is not bad. A 
healthy faith in the principles of  the 
market economic like the rule of  
law and protection of  property 
rights is necessary for economic 
d e v e l o p m e n t .  B o t h  A t i k u 
Abubakar and Peter Obi accept the 
logic of  the market and allow the 
private sector leading role in the 
e c o n o m y.  T h i s  d o e s  n o t 
significantly change the direction 
of  economic policymaking since 
1999 when Atiku Abubakar played 
key role in a pro-market economic 
reform. That reform succeeded in 
improving Nigeria's GDP and 
creating several institutions of  
e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h .  T h e 
administration was neoliberal with 
some strain of  social market model. 
But the failure of  its policy options 
consists in the fact that in spite of  
between 6 and 9% GDP growth for 
about a decade, Nigeria remained a 
very poor country with low 
productivity. The administration 

did not transform the structure of  
the Nigerian political economy and 
didn't launch it into a new orbit of  
economic development, unlike the 
Deng administration in China and 
General Park's in South Korea.

In the Atiku plan, the response 
to the Nigeria's dysfunctional state 
formation and its deleterious 
impact on economic development 
is to basically shift economic 
functions from the public to the 
private sector. This requires 
privatization and reduction of  price 
and policy distortions. This is a 
little bit more of  same. Since the 
1980s with the fiscal crisis and the 
Structural Adjustment Programme 
of  the international f inance 
institutions, the prescribed policy 
response to economic failure has 
been liberalization, privatization, 
and commercialization. The 
renewed call for privatization and 
the focus on 'getting prices right' 
will still be insufficient to overcome 
t h e  i n c o h e r e n c e  a n d 
neopatrimonialism of  the Nigerian 
economy.

In the main, Ahmed Bola 
Tinubu proposes what can be called 
a 'planned economy'. He proposes 
to return the price control board of  
the late 1960s and 1970s. He wants 
a bigger and active government that 
would get involved in economic 
transactions in the same manner of  
the federal government of  the 
military era. His government will 
expand public expenditure as a 
demand-side based economic 
stimulus to create 12% GDP 
growth. For want of  a better word, 
Tinubu's plan has an element of  
'dirigiste' without the reformist 
approach associated with version 
of  these command economies in 
socialist France and Bismarck 
Germany. Tinubu does not speak 
about transforming the rentier 
economy. He will plant a planned 
economy on Nigeria's incongruous 
state order of  endemic corruption 
and state capture.

Peter Obi is closest to strategic 
reform of  the political economy. 
But here he misses the trees for the 
forests. He wants to move Nigeria 
from consumption to production 
without bothering about the neo-
feudal  and neo-pat r imonia l 
character of  the Nigerian political 
economy. He does not speak about 
recreating the Nigerian state short 
of  the usual good governance 
indicators of  transparency and 
accountability. Worse still, his 
economic plan suffers a significant 
degree of  incoherence in the 
potential tension between his 
neoliberal prescriptions to deal 
with government failure and the 
market-oriented reform of  the 
Nigerian state.

What is clear is that the 
economic plans of  these candidates 
offer short shrift to the crisis of  the 
state and the role that a reformed 
public sector will play in starting 
Nigeria towards transformation. 
The strategic initiatives of  the 
t roika betray an incoherent 
diagnosis of  the underlying causes 
of  Nigeria's economic woes and a 
halfhearted commitment to radical 
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change. At this point in Nigeria's 
history, an economic development 
strategy must, like Joseph Stiglitz 
wisely observed, be such as is 
“ a i m e d  a t  f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e 
transformation of  society, in 
identifying the barriers to, as well 
as potential catalysts for, change”. 
This is how China and the rest of  
the successful Asian countries 
m a n a g e d  t h e i r  e c o n o m i c 
development. They 'imposed' 
d e s i r a b l e  o r d e r  o n  t h e 
dysfunctions of  their feudal and 
aristocratic societies.

The  main  cause  o f  our 
e c o n o m i c  f a i l u r e  f r o m 
independence to date is the failure 
to commit to comprehensive and 
radical transformation of  the 
s o c i a l  b a s e s  o f  e c o n o m i c 
t r a n s a c t i o n s .  N i g e r i a n 
policymakers in the First Republic 
were ideological rather than 
programmatic in the reforming 
the institutions of  economic 
transact ion.  This  approach 
resulted in the failure of  the 
audacious development policies 
of  that period. The first black 
Nobel Laureate in Economics, W. 
A r t h u r  L e w i s ,  n o t e d  t h i s 
ideological obfuscation of  African 
policy elites who enamored 
themselves  of  inappl icable 
Marxist concept of  class society 
and overlooked the need to 
t r a n s f o r m  t h e  n e o - f e u d a l 
character of  the rural economy. 
This trend continues today with 
the neoliberal orientation of  
economic policymaking that 
detracts from the strategic work of  
structurally and normatively 
transforming structures, norms, 
and institutions of  economic life. 
As Lewis puts it in his classic, The 
Theory of  Economic Growth 
(1955), economic growth requires 
that (1) we improve the capacity of  
the society to economize, which 
means ability to reduce “the cost 
of  any given product, or by 
increasing the yield from any 
given input or resources,(2) 
capacity to increase knowledge 
and its application, and (3) 
increase the amount of  capital per 
h e a d .  T h i s  f r a m e w o r k  o f  
economic growth requires radical 
transformation of  society to 
entrench 'economizing' as a social 
n o r m  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e 
egalitarian institutions.

The success of  China and the 
rest of  the Asian economies is 
because of  this strategic approach 
to economic development that 
focused  on d iagnos ing  the 
problematic and recreating the 
social and political determinants 
of  economic transactions. Their 
leaders were grounded in the lived 
experiences of  their societies and 
deliberately removed constraints 
that held back the people from 
product ion.  This  approach 
manifest in the transformation of  
rural agricultural into industrial 
prowess. In terms of  agro-reform, 
China and South Korea did 
extremely well unlike Malaysia 
and Thailand because the former 
focused on transforming the 
character of  social and economic 
relations in rural communities. 

They were not stuck on the 
theories of  the free market but 
recognized the need to empower 
small-holder farmers and use 
agrarian reform to reform feudal 
relations in their societies.

A l l  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r 
President in 2023 plan to boost 
productivity in agriculture. This is 
in keeping with the advertised 
policy priority of  many previous 
a n d  p r e s e n t  N i g e r i a n 
governments. Peter Obi intends to 
cultivate more arable lands and 
grow excess grains and use them 
for clean energy. Tinubu has big 
ideas for agriculture including 
establishment of  a new National 
Policy on Agriculture and a 
Commodity Board to control 
price of  agricultural products. 
Atiku's has a more detailed and 
structured proposed intervention 
in agriculture. He will engage with 
states to undertake land reform, 
privatize Nigerian commodity 
exchanges and allow for private 
sector commodity marketing 
corporations, enhance access to 
capital for agriculturalists and 
encourage modernization and 
supportive tax regimes.

These detailed initiatives are 
not directed at changing the 
character of  land ownership and 
improving livelihood and income 
generation in rural communities. 
N o n e  o f  t h e  i n i t i a t ive s  i s 
aggressively tailored to channel 
agricultural development into 
industrialization as was done in 
East Asia. There are not many 
significant geographical variations 
between China, South Korea, and 
Ta i w a n  o n  o n e  h a n d  a n d 
Malaysia, Thailand, Vietnam and 
Hong Kong on the other hand. 
They share similar past of  poor, 
rural and agrarian economies with 
massive social injustice in terms of  
land barons who excruciatingly 
pauperized tenants and peasants 
who worked on their land. Each of  
them tried some form of  agrarian 
re form.  But  the  success fu l 
Northeast Asian countries were 
t h e  o n e s  t h a t  i n c l u d e d 
redistribution of  land and fiscal 
and policy support to ensure 
higher productivity and increased 
rural  prosperi ty for  former 
tenants.

Ty i n g  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o 
agrarian reform was critical to 
economic development in rural 
and poor economies in the 
successful  Asian countries. 
Nigeria needs to do the same. 
Nigeria cannot become a real 
economic powerhouse unless it 
unleashes the potentials of  its 
rural communities. Here, the 
divergent results from Asia tell a 
good story. The unsuccessful 
South Asian countr ies  l ike 
Thailand pretended to execute a 
land reform that reinforced rural 
inequality and reduced farm yield. 
Their agrarian policy did not boost 
rural economy and therefore cut 
o f f  t h e  o x y g e n  f o r 
indust r ia l iza t ion,  which i s 
enhanced domestic consumption. 
W h e r e a s  N o r t h e a s t  A s i a n 
countries provided credits to poor 
farm owners in order to stave off  
repossession by the land grabbers, 

the unsuccessful South Asian 
countries allowed, and in some 
cases reinforced cultural, social and 
economic institutions of  rural 
inequality.

It is therefore no magic that in 
North East Asia we saw high 
economic growth resulting in lower 
inequality. In South East Asia, 
lower economic growth produced 
more inequality. In Latin America, 
even lower economic growth 
produced even higher inequality. 
Contrast with the United States 
which made its transition to 
industrial economy in the late 19th 
century with sets of  progressive 
policies by Alexander Hamilton, 
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  Tr e a s u r y, 
including land purchase and 
distribution to poor families. These 
policies resulted in equitable 
economic development. This is 
another proof  that economic 
equality is good for economic 
growth.

Nigeria's agro-industrial policy 
s h o u l d  f o c u s  o n  r u r a l 
industrialization, or at least pay 
enough attention to agro reform in 
the rural communities. This is 
supported by the Asian experience. 
Each of  the Asian countries that 
succeeded as industrial economy 
was hardnosed in selecting the right 
economic policies that reformed 
r ural  agr icul ture,  r uthless ly 
promoted industrialization, and 
focused financial transaction 
towards promoting export-oriented 
agriculture and manufacturing. 
Notably, they refused to create a 
financial market that bubbled 
wea l th  in to  the  pocke t s  o f  
e n t r e p r e n e u r s  b u t  l e f t 
manufacturing plants without 
access to finance.  The unsuccessful 
one promoted few privately-owned 
plantations in the name of  agrarian 
reform, promoted merchandise 
and assembling plants instead of  
manufacturing plants and turned 
their banks into financiers of  
skyscrapers and shopping malls 
that created bil l ionaires but 
impoverished the country.

As we consider the different 
visions and strategies of  economic 
reform that the candidates offer, it 
is time to reflect on the lens of  
economic history, particularly of  
similarly underdeveloped Asian 
countries. East Asian economies 
succeeded not  because they 
embraced the whole doctrine of  
free market. They succeeded 
because they avoided ideology and 
embraced pragmatism. China has a 
long history of  false steps, even up 
to the period of  Mao Zedong and 
the Cultural Revolution. The Great 
Leap Forward set China back, 
especially with the collectivization 
of  agriculture, resulting in mass 
death and failed industrialization. 
Deng Xiaoping changed the game. 
H e  i n i t i a t e d  a  g r a d u a l , 
programmatic, and sensible reform 
that started with returning the land 
to dispossessed peasants with 
guaranteed tenure to encourage 
irrigation, higher seedlings, and 
extension services. Xiaoping 
tracked the benefit of  increased 
productivity in agriculture into 
gradual industrialization. At a 
point he started to open China to 
western technology and capital, but 

in a controlled and strategic 
manner using special economic 
zones.

China abhorred the rigid 
ideologies of  communism and the 
laisse faire theory of  neoliberalism 
and embraced pragmatism. This 
approach is exemplified by the 
famous saying of  Deng Xiaoping 
that it does not matter whether my 
cat is red or white if  it catches rat.   
China followed the example of  
Japan and South Korea where 
pragmatic leaders like General 
P a r k  w i s e l y  i m p l e m e n t e d 
t r a n s f o r m a t i v e  r e f o r m  o f  
agriculture and deliberate but 
s y s t e m a t i c  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d 
nurturing of  infant industry to 
transit ion their  countries to 
industrial economies. In these 
countries,  pragmatic leaders 
enhanced e f f i c iency  not  by 
surrendering to the free trade, but 
rather using export discipline to 
improve productivity. The secret of  
the success of  the East Asian 
countries is the pragmatic insight 
t h a t  w h a t  w i l l  e n s u r e 
industrialization is to protect and 
nurture infant industry through 
e x p o r t  d i s c i p l i n e .  E x p o r t 
promotion worked where import 
substitution failed in Africa.

China and the rest recognized 
the pitfall of  crony capitalism. 
When they raise tariff  to protect 
infant industries, they forced those 
industries to perform according to 
export benchmarks. Those who 
failed lost the fiscal and policy 
support. By so doing they chose 
winners and losses, not through 
political patronage, but through the 
discipline of  international trade. 
This is the model of  a development 
state; a government, as Stephen 
Cohen and J Bradford DeLong in 
their book, Concrete Economics: 
The Hamil ton Approach to 
Economic Growth and Policy, 
“that signaled the direction, cleared 
the way, set up the path, and – when 
needed- provided the means”

We  n e e d  H o m e - g r o w n 
economics; and home-grown 
economics thrives on effective 
l eader sh ip.  The  d ive rgence 
between China and the successful 
East Asian country on one hand 
and African countries on another 
hand may be the quality of  
leadership during their transitions. 
We can even notice the difference 
t h a t  l e a d e r s h i p  m a k e s  t o 
development  in  the var ying 
outcomes in different countries of  
East Asian. South Korea made it. 
Malaysia has not.  Malaysia 
attempted some of  the policies that 
South Korea, China, and Japan 
practiced. Malaysia tried to do 
ag r i cu l tura l  r e for m.  I t  had 
ambition to be an industrial power 
and boosts a financial high street. 
What went wrong? Well. The 
answer is selection of  policies and 
failure to execute properly. Unlike 
General Park, Malaysian Prime 
M in i s t e r,  M a ha t i r,  d id  no t 
undertake the sort of  agrarian 
reform that freed rural households 
f rom economic  mise r y  and 
improved farm yield. In the place 
of  household farming Malaysia 
build one-man plantations. Most of  
the political elites were landlords of  

these plantation.

On manufacturing, Malaysia 

did not impose the sort of  export 

discipl ine that  South Korea 

imposed on its industrialists. The 

l a c k  o f  e x p o r t  d i s c i p l i n e 

encouraged cronyism and ensured 

the thriving of  assembling plants 

rather than manufacturing plants. 

Malaysia allowed politically 

connected persons to own banks 

and use them to get rich. As they 

say, to steal a country own a bank. 

Capitalist used the banks to finance 

skyscrapers and shopping malls 

whereas banks in South Korea 

financed manufacturing. The result 

is that few Malaysians became 

billionaires and the country lagged 

in industrialization whereas in 

South Korea, few Koreans were 

millionaires while they country 

advanced as an industrial economy.

T h e  p r a g m a t i s m  o f  t h e 

successful East Asian economies 

was a product of  both the pedigree, 

training and temperament of  the 

leaders who happened on the scene 

after their independence. These 

leaders, particularly those of  South 

Korea and China were well 

informed about the conditions of  

colonialism and the ideological 

basis of  their underdevelopment. 

They came from the right side of  

the social divide, namely the 

peasants (although Deng was a 

grandchild of  a former ruler). They 

a l s o  w e r e  p a t r i o t i c  a n d 

overwhelmed with a passion for 

i n d u s t r i a l  t a k e o f f  o f  t h e i r 

countries. Although they were 

f l awe d  m e n ,  t h e y  we r e  a l l 

undivided on the mission. They 

were not prisoners of  narrow and 

sectional interests. One thing was 

very clear, they forged no strategic 

business or political interests with 

foreign or local business class so 

they could exercise clear-sighted 

and emphatic direction of  the 

business communities. They never 

believed that private sector would 

develop their country. Rather, they 

believed that the public sector 

would develop the country using 

the private sector. Theirs was 

entrepreneurial  gover nance, 

mobilizing and incentivizing for 

the long-term buck, not the short-

term gain.

T h e y  d i d  n o t  a b a n d o n 

leadership to the private sector. 

They recognized the principles and 

forces of  the market, and they 

deliberately and firmly used those 

to push their economies from 

poverty to prosperity. That is what 

we need in 2023 and beyond.

Sam Amadi is Director of  

Abuja School of  Social and 

Political Theory.

Continued from Pg 10

...for 2023 
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We do not owe one year’s salary arrears,
Imo PDP clarifies

A cross section of the Ohaneze Ndigbo Idemili North during their inauguration at Ogidi Anambra State

T
he Peoples Democrat-
ic Party (PDP) in Imo 
State, has described as 

false the rumor that the par-
ty owes its staff  one year’s 
worth of  salary arrears, say-
ing the report was vicious, 
offensive, inappropriate, and 
wholly false.

In a press statement, 
signed by the State Secretary 
of  the party, Ray Emeana 
said that for the avoidance 
of  doubt, “I will boldly 
announce as the State Sec-
retary of  the Party in Imo 
State that our Party has been 
consistent and prompt with 
paying staff  salaries and that 
as of  this month, October, 
not a single staff  member is 
owed a cent in salary arrears.

“Since the inability to 
handle basic responsibilities 
also clearly implies a lack of  
readiness and the necessary 
war chest to wrest power 
from the shaky APC in the 
State, Imo PDP views the 
story as a deliberate attempt 
to cast doubt on the leader-
ship of  the Party in the State 
and give the impression that 
our Party is not strong and 
viable.

“Such insinuation tries 
to elevate the Imo PDP to 
the same level as the APC, 
which enjoys owing Imo’s 

civil servants,” he said.
Emeana added that given 

that all of  the Imo PDP’s 
institutions and organs are 
ready and motivated to de-
feat all opposition parties in 
2023, such a myth does not 
accurately reflect the party’s 
reality.

He stated that the fact 
that such fake news has a 
tendency to downplay and 
minimize the enormous ef-
forts of  leaders of  the party, 
who had steadfastly worked 
to guarantee that all of  the 
Party’s financial obligations 
are satisfied, creates another 
concern for our Party.

“The work of  former 
governor Emeka Ihedioha 
stands out in this regard. The 
work of  the Finance Com-
mittee and the Party’s elected 
officials is also deserving of  
praise.

“The false information 
gives the idea that the State 
Working Committee (SWC) 
has not handled these con-
tributions in an open and ac-
countable manner, which is 
why employee salaries have 
not been paid,” he said.

According to him, while 
adamant that the fake news 
is a vicious attack on the 
SWC’s integrity that is com-
pletely condemned, the Imo 

Anambra imposes N100,000 levy on burial 
banners, posters

T
he Anambra State 
G o v e r n m e n t  ,
on Wednesday, 

slammed a tax of  N100, 
000 for the display of  burial 
banners and posters across 
the state.

According to the policy, 
those willing to paste burial 
and other event posters in 
any part of  the state would 
pay a N5,000 tax which 
will last for two weeks.

The new rates were con-
tained in a letter addressed 
to the National President, 
Anambra State Associa-
tion of  Town Unions and 
signed by the Managing 
Director/Chief  Executive 
Officer, Anambra State 
Signage and Advertisment 
Agency, Tony Ujubuonu.

It also stated that the 
agency will from Novem-
ber 1, 2022, begin the en-
forcement and collection 
of  levies on all such posters 
and flex used for any of  

such ceremonies, advising 
that kindreds, churches 
and any such bodies within 
their towns to take note.

The letter, titled, ‘Regula-
tion of  ceremonial adverts’, 
pointed out that the agency 
would work in partnership 
with ASATU to recover the 
taxes as source of  internal-
ly generated revenue with a 
view to curbing the menace 
of  ‘non-commercial ad-
verts’ in the state.

The letter read in part, 
“The tariff  below serves as 
a guide to what is payable; 
sizes, description, amount 
and duration of  the tax-
es are: 4 X 6FT N5,000 
for two weeks; 8 X 10FT 
N20,000 for two weeks; 
above 10FT square are 
N100,000 monthly; and 
N5000 for posters for two 
weeks.

 “Note that directional 
signs leading to the venue 
which can come in 1x 2ft 

size will not be charged. It 
is also important to bear in 
mind that after the duration 
of  this period, any such 
board that is left standing 
will attract a penalty in the 
sum of  the amount initially 
paid. This penalty is paid 
weekly.

 “The agency, in fulfill-
ment of  its statutory obli-
gation, is not unmindful of  
the menace associated with 
non-commercial adverts 
that have literally occupied 
our out-of-home space. 
These adverts come in the 
form of  obituary, religious, 
wedding and sundry flex, 
banners and posters.

 “These materials tend 
to deface the environment 
and pose a threat to the 
aesthetics of  our com-
munities. In line with Mr 
Governor’s avowed aim of  
building a prosperous, liva-
ble and smart city state in 
Anambra, the agency sees 

PDP also expresses displeas-
ure that the source of  such 
an anti-party story has been 
identified as a media aide to 
Senator Samuel Anyanwu, 
the Party’s National Secre-
tary. He signed and issued a 
press release to that effect.

“It is urgent to note that 
the National Secretary made 
it clear that his working visit 
to Imo State Executive Com-
mittee on Saturday, October 
8, 2022, was part of  his offi-

cial duties to strengthen the 
Party by learning about the 
problems the Party’s States 
Executive Committees were 
facing and coming up with 
solutions.

“The aforementioned re-
mark caused the State Chair-
man, Engr. Charles Ugwuh, 
to remind the National Sec-
retary that the Leaders are in 
charge of  funding, including 
paying staff  salaries, due to 
the PDP’s status as an oppo-
sition party in the State. He 
then made a plea to the Na-
tional Secretary to work with 

other Leaders to support and 
contribute to the Party, par-
ticularly financially.

“The National Secretary 
responded that he would 
advocate for Imo State PDP 
before the National Work-
ing Committee (NWC) and 
expressed confidence that, 
in collaboration with his 
colleagues, the NWC would 
help Imo State PDP with the 
payment of  staff  salaries for 
the upcoming year, relieving 
our leaders in the state of  a 
significant financial burden. 
The National Secretary also 

promised to provide his fair 
share of  contributions in this 
regard.

“Be aware that the Nation-
al Secretary did not promise 
to pay back arrears of  wages; 
rather, she promised to assist 
future salaries,” Emeana stat-
ed.

He reiterates how appre-
ciative the Imo PDP is to the 
National Secretary for such 
a thoughtful act, but blamed 
his media aides in their ef-
forts to humiliate the party 
with fabricated and false sto-
ries.

the need to regulate the use 
of  these materials in man-
ners that are decent and 
orderly.

 “Because this is a phe-
nomenon that is associated 
with all the communities 
and villages in Anambra 
State, we hope to adminis-
ter this process in partner-
ship with the Town Unions. 
It is our wish that the Town 
Union will take up the re-
sponsibility of  informing 
the villages and hamlets.

 “Others to be informed 
are kindreds, churches and 
any such bodies within 
their towns that from the 
November 1, 2022, the 
agency will begin the en-
forcement and collection 
of  levies on all such post-
ers and flex used for any of  
such ceremonies.

 “We have written to you 
because we have always 
regarded you as progress 
partners in the develop-
ment of  Anambra State.”

News

… Cautions on false reporting 

 yo u n g  m a n 

Awhose identity 
w a s  n o t 

immediately unraveled 
was beaten to pulp by an 
angry mob along the 
popular Douglas road 
( n e a r  M b a i s e  r o a d 
junction),  yesterday 
Thursday, October 13, 
2022 ,  fo r  a l l eged ly 
snatching a cellphone 
from a lady.

The cellphone thief  
was said to be working 
with a gang when luck 
ran out on him after 
snatching the young 
l a d y ' s  t e l e p h o n e 
handset.

An eyewitness who 
spoke to our reporter, on 
arriving the scene said 
the cellphone thief  is one 
of  the notorious robbers 
who rob road users 
along the Douglas road 

especially from St. Paul's 
Catholic Church gate to 
Ama-Awuasa axis. 

According to  an 
e y e w i t n e s s  w h o 
preferred anonymity, the 
robber snatched the 
ce l lphone  f rom the 
young lad who was 
walking along the busy 
road and quickly threw it 
to a gang member who 
made away with the 
telephone immediately 
and the unlucky was 
a p p r e h e n d e d  w h e n 
made to escape.

The angry was said 
to have descended on 
him when he bluntly 
refused to call back the 
escaped gang member 
who was in custody of  
the cellphone to return 
the cellphone to the 
owner.

Alleged cellphone
robber beaten to
pulp in Owerri



night at Ibrox.
The Reds bounced 

back from their Premier 
League 3-2 defeat to 
Arsenal with a thumping 
7-1 win against Rangers, 
tha nks  to  M oha m e d 
Salah's hat-trick, Roberto 
Firmino's brace and a goal 
each from Darwin Nunez 
and Harvey Elliott.

Speaking at his post-
match press conference 
after the game, Klopp said 
that  Liver pool ' s  win 
against Rangers would 
help lift the mood in his 
camp ahead of  the Man 
City clash.

K l o p p  s a i d ,  “ I t 

Amusan has  had a 
fantastic 2022, breaking the 
100m hurdles world record 
on her way to winning gold 
at  the World Athlet ics 
Championships in Oregon in 
a time of  12.12 seconds. 

She backed up that 
performance by striking gold 
a g a i n  a t  t h e  2 0 2 2 
Commonwealth Games in 
B i r m i n g h a m ,  b e f o r e 
retaining her Diamond 
League Trophy in Zurich in a 

Tu r k i s h  A i r l i n e  o n 
Thursday morning for the 
North African country.

The game will hold at 
the magnificent Stade 
Olympique Rades on 
Saturday night.

Plateau United will 
take a slim advantage in 
the game having won the 

glamorous award, adding 
that she would love to win it.

“I'm short of  words! 
Through the grace of  God, I 
have achieved so many firsts 
by a Nigerian' and this is yet 
another  one,”  Amusan 
posted on her Facebook page. 

“I'm so honoured to be 
selected as a World Athlete 
of  the Year nominee and the 
first Nigerian ever to reach 
this height. I have twice been 
named Nigerian Athlete of  
the Year by Athletic Heat 
platform, but this is my first 
international nomination 
and I want us to win it!” 

A three-way voting 
process will determine the 
finalists. 

The World Athletics 
Council and the World 
Athletics family will cast 

glimpses of  his best in the 
game but Spalletti insisted he 
is not fully fit.

“Osimhen was often 
offside because he was so 
eager that he started the runs 
early,” Spalletti explained 
after the game.

“He is not yet in the right 
s h a p e  t o  h e l p  o u t  h i s 
teammates, but we tried to 
keep the ball more in the 
s e c o n d  h a l f  a n d  u s e 
Osimhen's ability in the air 
for long balls.”

Osimhen has scored six 
goals in six appearances 
across all competitions for 
the Partenopei this season.

L i v e r p o o l 
manager, Jurgen 
K l o p p ,  h a s 

claimed that his team's 
P remie r  League  t i e 
against Manchester City 
this weekend will be a 
completely dif ferent 
match compared to the 
one against Rangers in 
the Champions League.

Klopp is relieved 
that his side will go into 
their next match against 
Manchester City in the 
Premier League on the 
back of  an away win 
against Rangers in the 
U E FA  C h a m p i o n s 
League on Wednesday 

W
o r l d  1 0 0 m 

h u r d l e s 
champion and 

record holder Tobi Amusan 
is delighted to have been 
nominated for the Women's 
World Athlete of  the Year 
2022 award. 

The 25-year-old is 
among the  10  women 
a t h l e t e s  r e l e a s e d 
Wednesday morning by 
Wo r l d  A t h l e t i c s  a s 
nominees for the award. 

la teau Uni ted Phave travelled to 
Tunisia for the 

second leg of  their CAF 
Champions League first-
r o u n d  t i e  a g a i n s t 
Esperance.

The players and their 
officials left the Nnamdi 
Azikwe International 
Airport, Abuja via a 

athlete to successfully 
defend a Commonwealth 
Games title and the first to 
w i n  g o l d  i n  t w o 
Commonwealth Games. 

Amusan is also the 
African champion and 
r e c o r d  h o l d e r  a f t e r 
r e t a i n i n g  h e r  t i t l e  i n 
Mauritius in June. 

The athlete, in a post 
on social media, said she 
w a s  h o n o u r e d  t o  b e 
n o m i n a t e d  f o r  t h e 

N
apoli  manager, 
Luciano Spalletti 
a d m i t t e d  t h a t 

Victor Osimhen has not 
reached full fitness despite 
the Nigerian scoring in the 
club's 4-2 victory against 
Ajax on Wednesday.

Osimhen returned to 
the pitch in the UEFA 
Champions League clash 
after spending over a month 
on the sidelines as a result 
of  injury.

The forward replaced 
Giacomo Raspadori five 
minutes after the break and 
scored Napoli's fourth goal 
in the 89th minute ending 
Ajax's hope of  a comeback.

The 23-year-old showed 

c h a n g e d  t h e  m o o d , 
definitely. It's completely 
different. We usually 
drink beer after away 
games, but it was that long 
ago that I drank beer and I 
probably will be drunk 
after one!”

He added, “Yes, it 
c h a n g e s  t h e  m o o d 
completely and that's 
good, but we all know 
who we are welcoming [to 
Anfield] on Sunday and 
this will be a different 
game, we know that. It's 
better to go into a game 
with the feeling we've got 
tonight than any other.”

new meet record of  12.29s. 
The previous record, which 
stood for 22 years, was held 
by American legend, Gail 
Devers.

Amusan, who last year 
made history as the first 
Nigerian in the Diamond 
League era  to  win the 
Diamond Trophy, also made 
h i s t o r y  a t  t h i s  y e a r ' s 
Commonwealth Games, 
when she became the first 
Nigerian track and field 

first leg 2-1.
The Peace Boys, who 

finished in the second 
position in the Nigeria 
Professional Football 
League last season have 
never won a game on the 
road on the continent.

Fidelis Ilechukwu's 
side played a 2-2 away 

draw against Gabonese 
side, AS Mandji in the 
preliminary round.

Nigerian champions, 
Rivers United will also be 
in action this weekend in 
the competition against 
h o l d e r s ,  W y d a d 
Casablanca.

The Port Harcourt 
club won the first leg 2-1.

their votes by email, while 
fans can vote online via the 
World Athletics social media 
platforms. 

Individual graphics for 
each nominee will be posted 
o n  F a c e b o o k ,  T w i t t e r, 
Instagram and YouTube; a 
' l i k e '  o n  F a c e b o o k , 
Instagram and YouTube or a 
retweet on Twitter will count 
as one vote. 

The World Athletics 
Council's vote will count for 
50 per cent of  the result, 
while the World Athletics 
Family's votes and the public 
votes will each count for 25 
per cent of  the final result. 

Voting for the World 
Athletes of  the Year closes at 
m i d n i g h t  o n  M o n d a y 
October 31.

Liverpool, Manchester City clash: It will be a different game -- Klopp

I want world's best athlete award – Amusan 

UCL: Osimhen not yet in top shape –Spalletti

CAF Champions League: Plateau United off to Tunisia for Esperance clash
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The bedroom is one of  
the few places in a 
relationship where 

p l a y i n g  g a m e s  i s 
e n c o u r a g e d .  S o  t a k e 
advantage of  it.

If  you and your S.O. 
have been stuck in a rut , 
head to the bedroom for a 
round (or three!) of  truth or 
dare.

Remember: "Building 
intimacy with your partner 
should continue throughout 
the relat ionship,"  says 
Rachel Needle, PsyD and 
co-director of  Modern Sex 
Therapy Institutes. She 
encourages her clients to 
turn to games like truth or 
dare when they want to turn 
up the heat and reconnect. 

Since you're getting to 
know them more by asking 
prepared serious, deep, and 
exciting questions, and 
e x p e r i m e n t i n g  w i t h 
different types of  touching 
or kissing, Needle says a 
game of  truth or dare is 
bound to help you master 
both sexual and emotional 
intimacy. 

The key is asking the 
right questions (!!). Pro tip: 
Make sure to check in with 
your partner while playing 
to make sure they're feeling 
s a f e  a n d  c o m f o r t a b l e 
answering the question or 
doing whatever the dare 
requires. 

Not sure where to start? 

WH has got you covered. 
When asking for truths, 
N e e d l e  r e c o m m e n d s 
f o c u s i n g  o n  a s k i n g 
something that would spark 
vulnerability in your partner 
(think: "What are you most 
afraid of ?"). Then, use the 
dare to build excitement, 
make each other laugh, and 
try something new. These 
questions should challenge 
you both to be more open 
and genuine  wi th  one 
another (while getting a 
little hot and heated too!). 
Ahead, a list of  50 truth or 
dare questions to get you 
started. 

Truths: 
What have you always 

wanted to try but never 
have?

What  i s  your  most 
valued memory?

What is one question 
you dont want me to ask 
you?

Which item of  clothing 
do you think I look sexiest 
in?

Where do you think our 
most romantic kiss took 
place? Tell me everything 
you remember about it.

What are you most 
afraid of ?

What is your biggest 
i n s e c u r i t y  a b o u t  o u r 
relationship?

What were your exact 
thoughts when you asked 
m e  t o  b e  y o u r 

girlfriend/when I said "I 
do?"

What's your favorite 
thing for us to do together?

What kind of  food turns 
you on?

What are two of  your 
guilty pleasures?

What's something I don't 
know about you?

What did you think of  
our first date?

What's a quality you 
wa n t  t o  c h a n ge  a b o u t 
yourself ?

Do you like telling me 
what to do in bed, or do you 
prefer to be told what to do?

What's your favorite kind 
of  foreplay?

How have I changed 
since we got together?

What do you love about 
me most?

What ' s  my weirdest 
habit?

Are  you  where  you 
thought youd be 10 years 
ago?

When did you first know 
you were attracted to me?

When was the last time 
you cried?

What was our funniest 
sex mishap?

What's something you're 
looking forward to in our 
relationship?

What's the best way to 
turn you on?

Dares: 
Dance to one song for 

me.

The right approach is 
essential to learning 
any skill, and the 

same applies to sex.
W o m e n  a r e  v e r y 

perceptive of  what makes 
t h e m  f e e l  d e s i r e d  a n d 
pleasured in bed. And that 
i n c l u d e s  e x c i t i n g  s e x 
positions. 

Women have forever 
wished to be pleasured 
during sex and there are 
some particular sex moves 
that completely arouse her, 
pav ing  the  way for  an 
extremely erotic orgasm. 

If  you want to spice up 
things with your partner 
under the sheets, try these 
tips. 

Sensual sex
This is one type of  sex 

most women desire to have. 
Start by clearing both 

your schedules, set a sexy 
environment, and let her 
know you've got all night to 
focus on her pleasure. Shut 
off  your cell phones, turn off  
the TV, and anything else 
that will distract you from 
reaching new levels  of  
intimacy with your lady. 

Remember that foreplay 
is the bread and butter when 

engaging in a night of  
sensual sex. So take your 
time, go slowly, and explore 
all of  the erogenous zones on 
her body that so often go 
neglected in the bedroom. Be 
passionate and engaged, and 
don't be afraid to tease her a 
little. 

Spontaneous sex
Women love to feel 

sexually wanted and desired 
by their partners — and 
nothing says desire like spur-
of-the-moment sex on the 
l i v i n g  r o o m  s t a i r s . 
Unplanned, spontaneous 
love-making increases the 
lust factor by showing your 
partner that your attraction 
for her trumps everything 
else. 

Rough sex
Most women, every now 

and then, want to be sexually 
dominated by their partners. 

Engaging in a l i t t le 
power play can be a fun and 
exhilarating way to explore 
kink in the bedroom. First 
and foremost, make sure she 
wants to play rough, and 
outline boundaries to ensure 
that you both feel safe. Then, 
pull a little hair, do a little 
spanking, and even bust out 

the blindfold and handcuffs 
if  you're feeling adventurous. 
Revel in the pure lust this 
type of  sex is driven by, 
indu lge  in  an ima l i s t i c 
passion, and go ahead. Don't 
forget to get a little too. 

Oral sex
O r a l  s e x  i s  s u p e r 

satisfying when it's right. 
Research has shown that 

men are not going down on 
their partners as much as 
women would like. Even if  
y o u  a r e  o n e  o f  t h o s e 
wonderful guys that go down 
on a regular basis, how do 
you know you're doing it 
right? 

Pick a position that's 
comfortable for both of  you 
and set up camp, rushing this 
process is one of  the biggest 
mistakes that men make in 
bed. Take your time to give 
at tent ion to  a l l  o f  her 
sensitive areas. 

E x p e r i m e n t  w i t h 
d i f f e ren t  p re s sure  and 
patterns, and don't be afraid 
to use your hands to amplify 
her experience. Oral sex is all 
about investing time and 
effort into just one thing: 
your partner's pleasure. 
Show her you appreciate her 
and care about her orgasm 
just as much as your own. 

Tell me something you've 
never told anyone before.

I m i t a t e  m e  d o i n g 
something you think is cute.

Passionately kiss me.
D e s c r i b e  t h e  m o s t 

exciting dream you've had 
about me.

Play me a song youd like 
to have sex to.

Give  me  a  massage 
anywhere you'd like.

Text me a dirty/sexy 
photo from a different room.

Draw your version of  a 
perfect date night.

Put your favorite topping 
(peanut butter, chocolate 
sauce, whipped cream, etc.) 
on your favorite parts of  my 
body. Then, lick it off.

Show me a sex toy you 
want us to use.

Do something to me 
right now that you've been 
fantasizing about.

Describe your ideal role 
play scenario to me.

Give me your best lap 
dance.

Take off  my top using 
only one hand . 

Tell me what you loved 
most about the last time we 
had sex.

Without touching me, do 
something you think will 
turn me on.

Talk in your hottest 
accent.

Take a shower with me 

and wash my body, making 
sure to hit all the good spots.

Pretend Im a stranger 
you met at a club. Now, try to 
pick me up and persuade me 
to come home with you.

Find a way to give me 
goosebumps. But you can 
only use your fingers.

Tell me what was going 
through your mind the first 
time we had sex.

Eat a piece of  fruit in the 
sexiest way possible.

Act out the move that I 
do during sex that you 
absolutely love.

Spell out a message on 
my body with your tongue. 
Make it short and sensual.

Friday 14  - Saturday 15 October, 2022  

Truth or dare questions that will spice up your relationship right now 

For men: Here are 4 types of s*x women enjoy 
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Trying to manage or 
heal stomach ulcers? 
See foods to stay 

away from as  an ulcer 
patient...

Ulcer happens when 
painful sore forms around 
the stomach which happens 
when the thick layer of  
mucus meant to protect the 
stomach digestive juices is 
reduced in which case, the 
digestive acids eats away the 
tissues lining the stomach!

Stomach ulcers can be 
cured if  prompt attention is 
paid to it (in form of  drugs, 
l i f e s t y l e  m a n a g e m e n t 
a m o n g s t  o t h e r  t h i n g s, 
another thing that helps to 
keep ulcer in check is the 
type of  food one eats. 

In ulcer patients, some 
foods are best avoided so as 
not to keep irritating the 
already sore area: 

1 S p i c y 

t's the body part that men Iarguably value the most, 
so they owe it to their 

penis to always keep it clean, 
healthy and fit for purpose.

Give it the care it deserves 
and you may not be the only 
one to benefit – your partner 
will probably be grateful too.

Gently wash the penis 
with warm water each day 
when you're having a shower 
or bath. If  you have a foreskin, 
pull it back gently and wash it 
underneath. 

I f  y o u  d o n ' t  w a s h 
underneath the foreskin 
correctly, a cheesy-looking 
substance called smegma may 
begin to gather. 

Smegma is  a  natural 
lubricant that keeps the penis 
moist. It's found on the head 
of  the penis and under the 
foreskin. 

If  smegma builds up in the 
foreskin, it can start to smell, 
stop you from easily pulling 
your  foresk in  back  and 
become a breeding ground for 
bacteria. This can cause 
redness and swelling of  the 
head of  your penis, called 
balanitis. 

'Off-putting smell'
It's really surprising how 

m a n y  m e n  d o n ' t  c l e a n 
underneath their foreskin. 
Not only do they regularly 
develop complications from 
poor hygiene, but it's also very 
of f -putt ing for  a  sexual 
partner. 

Don't try to forcefully pull 
back the foreskin of  a baby or 
young boy as this could be 
painful and cause harm. Their 
f o r e s k i n  m i g h t  s t i l l  b e 
attached to the head of  the 
penis and will therefore not 
retract fully. At this stage of  
their development, there's no 

peptic) should stay away 
from red meat! Red meat 
take longer to digest making 
acid level in the stomach to 

h e  t u m m y  i s  a T'problem area' for 
many and while 

exercise and a healthy diet 
are the best ways to reduce 
your belly fat, there are also 
some natural remedies that 
can help.

Belly fat increases the 
risk of  these life threatening 
conditions, because fat 
around your tummy is also 
an indicator of  high levels 
of  visceral fat (fat around 
your organs). Visceral fat 
p r o d u c e s  m o r e 
inflammatory substances 
t h a n  g e n e r a l  f a t 
(subcutaneous fat), and it is 
t h e s e  i n f l a m m a t o r y 
substances that increase the 
risk of  developing a serious 
health condition. 

A flat tummy is also 
highly desired by those who 
wish to highlight the curves 
of  their hips and bum. 

Home Remedies For a 
Flat Tummy: 

1. How to get rid of  
belly fat with ginger 

Ginger is not only a 
natural digestive aid that 
helps with nausea and an 
upset stomach, it is also 
thermogenic, meaning it 
increases  your  body ' s 
temperature so that you 
burn fat more efficiently. 

Ginger also suppresses 
the production of  cortisol, 
which is a stress hormone. 
Stress can accelerate weight 
gain, so ginger can help 
prevent this mechanism 
and aid weight loss. 

Drinking ginger tea 

lean proteins. 
5. Refined Foods 
Pasta, white bread sugar 

and more processed foods 

An article published by 
Healthline notes that the 
polyphenol antioxidants in 
lemon may both offset the 
negative effects of  high 
blood glucose levels as well 
a s  r e d u c i n g  i n s u l i n 
resistance. 

A simple recipe for 
lemon water is 2 cups of  
water, with the juice of  half  
a lemon. 

Squeeze the lemon into 
the water, grate some of  the 
z e s t  i n t o  t h e  w a t e r 
(optional), and drink. 

Polyphenols are also 
found in limes, so they can 
be a great substitute for 
lemons if  you prefer a more 
gentle citrus taste. You can 
a l so  t r y  adding  some 
turmeric. It has been shown 
by a study in the National 
Library of  Medicine that 
the curcumin in turmeric 
may reduce weight gain. 

4. How to use green tea 
to get rid of  belly fat 

Green tea contains 
caffeine, which has been 
shown to aid fat burning as 
w e l l  a s  i m p r o v e 
performance while working 
out. Another factor that 
makes green tea beneficial 
t o  we i g h t  l o s s  i s  t h e 
p r e s e n c e  o f  s p e c i f i c 
c a t e c h i n s  ( a  t y p e  o f  
antioxidant), which can 
boost your metabolism. 

Try swapping your 
morning tea or coffee for 
green tea. 

5. How to use garlic to 
get rid of  belly fat 

Garlic, like ginger, is 

Seasonings/Foods 
Spicy foods irritate the 

lining of  the stomach and by 
extension the sore area. 
Spicy foods are also known 
to make ulcer symptoms 
worse in some cases. 

2. Coffee 
Coffee actually doesn't 

cause ulcer but irritates it. 
The caffeine present in coffee 
erodes the already sore area 
(ulcer) making it worse and 
if  the goal is to heal the ulcer, 
it is best to stay away from 
coffee or reduce taking it to 
the barest minimum. 

3. Alcohol 
An ulcer patient should 

avo id  a l coho l/a l coho l 
beve ra ge s  a s  a  who le. 
Alcohol intake increases the 
stomach's acid level making 
the ulcer worse and healing 
almost impossible. 

4. Red Meat 
Ulcer patients (especially 

need to clean inside the 
foreskin. 

While regular personal 
hygiene is important, too 
much washing with soap and 
s h owe r  g e l s  c a n  c a u s e 
soreness. Gently washing 
your penis once a day with 
warm water is sufficient to 
maintain good hygiene. If  you 
want to use soap, choose a 
mild or non-perfumed soap to 
reduce  the  r i sk  o f  sk in 
irritation. 

It may be tempting to use 
talc and deodorants on your 
penis, but these are best 
avoided because talc will get 
under the foreskin, where it 
may cause irritation. 

Circumcised men have to 
be just as careful about 
cleaning their penis. Gently 
washing the penis with warm 
water once a day is sufficient. 

Testicles and pubic area
Don't forget to clean the 

base of  the penis and the 
testicles, where sweat and hair 
can combine to produce a 
s t r o n g  s m e l l ,  j u s t  a s 
unpleasant as in your armpits. 

These areas need frequent 
washing to stop sweat from 
accumulating, especially as 
t h e y  a r e  e n c l o s e d  i n 
underwear for most of  the day. 

M a k e  s u r e  t h e  a r e a 
between the base of  the 
testicles and the anus is also 
clean and odour-free. 

While you're down there, 
it's a good idea to check your 
testicles for lumps once a 
month after a warm bath or 
shower. 

Look out for any unusual 
lumps or swellings that were 
not there before. Find out 
what testicles should look and 
feel like. 

rise which irritates the area 
and worsens the symptoms. 
This can be replaced with 
chicken, turkey and other 

daily may really help you 
lose belly fat. 

The ingredients you 
need to make ginger tea are 

1 tablespoon of  freshly 
grated ginger

2 cups of  water
1 tablespoon of  raw 

honey or pure maple syrup
juice from half  of  a 

lemon
Put the water  in a 

saucepan and bring to a 
boil. Then add the ginger, 
and turn off  the heat. Place 
the lid on the pot and let it 
simmer for 10 minutes. 

Next, strain the tea into 
a mug, and then add the 
lemon juice and sweetener 
before mixing. 

2. How to get rid of  
belly fat with honey 

Using honey as your 
sweetener of  choice, rather 
than refined sugar, can aid 
weight loss. Honey can be 
used in smaller quantities 
than refined sugar, without 
sacrificing sweetness, and 
honey also contains small 
traces of  vitamins and 
m i n e r a l s ,  w h i c h  a r e 
beneficial to your overall 
health. 

Tr y  s wa p p i n g  o u t 
refined sugar in your drinks 
and on your cereals for 
example. 

3. How to get rid of  
belly fat with lemon water 

While drinking more 
water keeps you fuller 
longer and aids weight loss 
in general, there is some 
evidence to suggest that 
adding lemon can also help. 

should be replaced with leafy 
g reens  and vegetables, 
antioxidants loaded fruits 
with lots of  water. 

also thermogenic, so can 
also increase your body 
temperature to help you 
burn fat more efficiently. 

R e s e a r c h  i n  t h e 
E x p e r i m e n t a l  a n d 
Therapeutic  Medicine 
journal suggests that garlic 
can actually decrease body 
f a t  b y  i n c r e a s i n g  f a t 
oxidation. 

Adding garlic to your 
savoury foods is an easy 
way to up your intake, 
while you can also try the 
unusual combination of  
garlic and honey, and 
combine the weight loss 
p r o p e r t i e s  o f  b o t h 
ingredients. 

What you will need is 3-
4 heads of  garlic, 1 cup of  
raw honey, and a small 
m a s o n  j a r .  S t a r t  b y 
separating the heads of  
gar l ic  in to  indiv idual 
cloves. 

Don't peel the cloves, 
just remove the outer layer. 
F i l l  t h e  j a r  w i t h  t h e 
unpeeled garlic cloves. 

Then slowly pour the 
honey over the cloves. Use a 
spoon to make sure there 
aren't any air bubbles. 
Make sure that all of  the 
cloves are covered with 
honey, and then put the lid 
on. 

Allow the honey to 
infuse for a few days in the 
f r i d g e  o r  a t  r o o m 
temperature and take a 
s p o o n f u l  o f  t h e 
combination daily on an 
empty stomach. 

 Foods to avoid if you have stomach ulcer 

Belly Fat: Natural remedies to help you get rid of it 

Dear men, here's how
to wash your genitals 
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Ex BBNaija housemate, Rico Swavey dies @ 29

Rico Swavey

R
ico Swavey, a Big 
Brother Naija sea-
son 3 housemate 

with the real name Patrick 
Fakoya, has passed away at 
age 29.

The BBN star was in-
volved in an auto crash 
leading to his going into a 
coma before his eventual 
death on Thursday morn-
ing.

Fellow housemate and 
reality star Alex Unusual 
disclosed the sad news in a 
Twitter post on Thursday 
morning.

Tobi Bakre, the reality 
TV star, also confirmed 
Swavey’s death on Twitter.

“We lost him. but thanks 
a lot guys. God knows 
best,” he wrote.

Swavey’s death comes a 

few hours after his manage-
ment announced he was on 
life support.

“Hello everyone, Rico 
Swavey is not disposed 
to handle his socials right 
now as he was involved in 
a ghastly accident and is 
currently on life support. 
While his situation is crit-
ical and doctors are on 
him, we implore your sup-
port and prayers,” his team 
wrote on Wednesday.

This was shortly after a 
fundraiser was launched 
in his name to facilitate his 
treatment.

BBNaija stars like Tobi 
Bakre, Leo DaSilva, and 
Eloswag — on Wednesday 
night — appealed to the 
public for donations for the 
N30 million fundraiser.

‘Murder, She Wrote’ song star, 
Angela Lansbury dies at 96

A
ngela Lansbury: the 
actress best known 
for her portrayal of  

Jessica Fletcher in American 
drama series “Murder, She 
Wrote” dies at 96.

Angela Lansbury has died 
at the age of  96, her family 
has announced.

The Irish-British and 
American actress was best 
known for her portrayal of  
Jessica Fletcher in American 
drama series “Murder, She 
Wrote”.

According to a family 
statement, Lansbury died in 
her sleep five days before her 
97th birthday.

The statement said: “The 
children of  Dame Ange-
la Lansbury are sad to an-
nounce that their mother 
died peacefully in her sleep 
at home in Los Angeles at 
1.30am today, Tuesday Oc-
tober 11 2022, just five days 
shy of  her 97th birthday.

“In addition to her three 
children, Anthony, Deirdre 
and David, she is survived 
by three grandchildren, Pe-
ter, Katherine and Ian, plus 
five great grandchildren and 
her brother, producer Edgar 
Lansbury.

“She was proceeded (sic) 
in death by her husband of  

53 years, Peter Shaw. A pri-
vate family ceremony will 
be held at a date to be deter-
mined.”

With a career spanning 
more than eight decades, 
Lansbury was a three-time 
Oscar nominee and five-time 
Tony Award winner.

She was born in London in 
1925 and later moved to the 
US during the Second World 
War where she studied at the 
Feagin School of  Dramatic 
Art in New York.

Lansbury’s first film role 
was in George Cukor’s 
“Gaslight” as a young maid 
named Nancy Oliver who 
worked in the home of  the 
film’s protagonist Paula 
Alquist, played by Ingrid 
Bergman.

The then-19-year-old 
Lansbury received an Oscar 
nomination for best support-
ing actress for her role in the 
1944 film.

Lansbury garnered a great 
deal of  recognition and is 
perhaps best known for her 
portrayal of  “Murder, She 
Wrote” novelist and sleuth 
Jessica Fletcher.

She played the character 
in the crime drama TV series 
for a total of  12 years and 
nine seasons, after first star-

ring in the role in 1984.
In 2013, Lansbury was 

given an honorary Acade-
my Award for her lifetime 
achievements in the film in-
dustry.

Lansbury was married 
twice, first to American actor 
Richard Cromwell in 1945 
when she was 19 and he was 
35. The couple divorced in 
1946, but remained friends 
until Cromwell’s death in 
1960.

She married her second 
husband, actor and produc-
er Peter Shaw, in 1949 and 
they remained together until 
Shaw’s death in 2003. The 
couple had two children of  
their own, Anthony and 
Deirdre, and Lansbury also 
became a step-mother to Da-
vid, Shaw’s son from a previ-
ous relationship.

Anthony went on to be-
come a television director 
and directed 68 episodes of  
“Murder, She Wrote”.

Lansbury was made a CBE 
in the Queen’s 1994 birthday 
honours and was made a 
DBE in the 2014 New Year 
Honours for services to dra-
ma, charitable work and phi-
lanthropy.

Of  the damehood she said: 
“It is a very proud day for 

Born Patrick Fakoya, 
Swavey participated in the 
2018 edition of  the reality 
TV show titled ‘Double 
Wahala’ — which Miracle 
Igbokwe won.

His death has continued 
to elicit reactions on social 
media, with several col-
leagues paying tribute to 
him.

Big Brother Naija season 
seven contestant, Groovy, 
tweeted, “This is so unreal. 
This was just on Sunday 
at the winners’ party. My 
Team had told me Rico 
was around and I imme-
diately went over to him 
to say thank you for all the 
support and love.“

“We lost a Real one. God 
give your family strength to 
bear this loss RIP RICO.”

me to be recognised by the 
country of  my birth, and to 
meet the Queen under these 
circumstances is a rare and 
lovely occasion.”

In 2002, she was awarded 
a lifetime achievement award 
by Bafta and also has a star 
on the Hollywood Walk of  
Fame.

More recently Lansbury 
starred in the 2017 BBC ad-
aptation of  “Little Women”, 
playing Aunt March in the 
three-part-series based on the 
novel by Louisa May Alcott.

She also had a cameo 
part in the 2018 Mary Pop-
pins sequel “Mary Poppins 
Returns”, in which she fea-
tured as an elderly colourful-

News

Nollywood Producer, Egbegbe released after 
bagging 7 Years jail term over fraud 

T
he Federal High Court 
in Lagos has sentenced 
Nollywood filmmaker 

and producer, Olajide Ka-
reem, aka Seun Egbegbe, to 
seven years imprisonment 
‘with hard labour’ for fraud.
The court, however, set Mr. 
Kareem free because he had 
exceeded the imprisonment 
time in detention.

Justice Oluremi Oguntoy-
inbo sentenced Kareem on 
Tuesday, October 11, 2022, 
after convicting him of  one 
of  the 44-count charge filed 
against him by the police.

The trial began on May 10, 
2017, and on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 11, Justice Oguntoyinbo 
found Egbegbe guilty of  count 
19 of  the 44-count charge filed 
against him and set him free.

The judge also freed the 
four other defendants.

Justice Oluremi Oguntoyin-
bo declared that 43 of  the 44 
counts crumbled because of  a 
lack of  witnesses to substanti-
ate their claims.

She also decried that the 
prosecuting team failed in the 
responsibility to produce evi-
dence, to be backed with wit-
nesses on counts 4, 19 and 21. 

The judge also said that po-
lice tampered with the money 
recovered from the suspects 
and ruled that all the money 
recovered from Egbegbe as 
evidence should be returned 
to him.

Justice Oguntoyinbo held: 
“Having considered the en-
tirety of  the circumstances 
and taking judicial notice of  
the allocutus, I hereby sen-
tence the 1st Defendant (Ka-
reem) to imprisonment for a 
term of  Seven {7} years with 
hard labour, only in respect 
of  Count 19 of  the Amended 
Charge.

“The term is to begin from 
the very first date the 1st De-
fendant was detained in police 

custody and/or remanded in 
prison, whichever comes first. 
I so hold. This is to send a 
clear message to all and sun-
dry, the young and as well as 
the old, the unknown and the 
famous that, regardless of  the 
number of  days a crime goes 
unpunished, the law would 
definitely take its course in 

ly-dressed balloon seller.
In addition to her success 

on screen, Lansbury became 
a star on Broadway after her 
performance as the titular 
character in “Mame”.

Lansbury was criticised for 
comments she made about 
women taking the blame 
for sexual harassment in the 
wake of  allegations made 
against Harvey Weinstein 
and others in Hollywood.

In response to the 2017 
criticism she said: “There 
is no excuse whatsoever for 
men to harass women in an 
abusive sexual manner.

“And I am devastated that 
anyone should deem me ca-
pable of  thinking otherwise.”

Angela Lansbury

due course.
“Most importantly, the 

prosecution witnesses’ contra-
dictory testimonies have failed 
to satisfy the exact various 
sums of  money contained in 
the majority of  the unviable 
and unsupported counts of  
charges filed against the 1st 
Defendant. I so hold.
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Foreign News

T
he BMA and the front 
line lobbying group the 
Doctors’ Association has 
given the BBC’s File on 4 

and Newsnight exclusive access to 
the findings of  a questionnaire put 
to 188 Resident Medical Officers. 
Most of  the doctors were employed 
by NES but some were with other 
employers.

It found that 92% had been re-
cruited from Africa and most - 81% 
- were from Nigeria. The majority 
complained about excessive working 
hours and unfair salary deductions.

For years now, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) has warned 
against the “active recruitment” of  
doctors and nurses from developing 
countries with severe shortages of  
medical personnel. The WHO has 
compiled a list of  47 such countries 
- most of  them in Africa. The UK 
government has incorporated that 
list into its own code of  practice - 
calling it the “red list”. In effect, it 
makes Nigeria a no-go destination 
for British medical recruiters.

So how did the doctors come to 
be working in the UK in the first 
place? We travelled to Nigeria and 
witnessed another troubling side to 
this story.

In an exam hall in Lagos, the 
country’s biggest city, we found 
hundreds of  doctors queuing to 
take what’s called a Professional 
and Linguistic Assessments Board 
test - or PLAB 1. The paper is set 
by the General Medical Council in 
London and is the first step required 
by the British medical authorities to 
secure a licence to work in the UK.

The doctors we spoke to said they 
were attracted by the potential of  
higher salaries and better working 
conditions. The event was being 

overseen by staff  from the British 
Council - an organisation sponsored 
by the Foreign Office.

The GMC also offers the exams 
in several other red-list countries - 
Ghana, Sudan, Pakistan and Bang-
ladesh.

Both the GMC and British Coun-
cil deny they are involved in “active 
recruitment” and say they’re simply 
helping provide a service for doc-
tors wanting to come to the UK 
independently - something that is 
allowed under the guidelines.

In Augustine’s case, he was stud-
ying for the second part of  those 
PLAB exams in the UK, when he 
was approached by NES Healthcare 
and later offered visa sponsorship 
and a potential job.

While that does appear to have 
been “active recruitment” - NES 
says it wasn’t, because it is not a re-
cruitment agency and, as such, only 
engages with doctors from overseas 
once they’ve already committed to 
practising in the UK. But the De-
partment of  Health and Social Care 
told us the UK code of  practice did 
apply to NES - so the company was 
in breach of  it.

We spoke to several African doc-
tors recruited in this way by NES. 
They all had similar stories about 
what the terms and conditions of  
their contracts meant in reality, once 
they had been hired out to private 
UK hospitals.

“It’s not humanly possible to do 
that every day for seven days,” says 
Dr Femi Johnson

Dr Femi Johnson was sent to a 
different hospital to Augustine, but 
says he was also expected to work 
14 to 16-hour days and then be on 
call overnight. “I was burnt out,” 
he says. “I was tired, I needed sleep. 

Paul Kenyon investigates ‘brain drain’ of 
doctors from developing countries to UK

In Lagos, doctors queue to take PLAB 1 exams - the �rst step towards getting them a licence to work in the UK.

It’s not humanly possible to do that 
every day for seven days.”

But when he needed a break be-
cause he was too exhausted to con-
tinue, NES were entitled to deduct 
money from his salary. The compa-
ny says that is to cover the cost of  
finding a replacement doctor, but 
Femi says it leaves NES doctors in a 
terrible dilemma.

“In situations like that, I always 
make that internal discussion with 
my inner self  - ‘Femi are you doing 
right by yourself  and are you doing 
right by the patient?’” he tells us. 
“Unfortunately, I haven’t always 
been able to answer that question.”

“This is a slave-type work,” says 
Dr Jenny Vaughan from the Doc-
tors’ Association

Some NES doctors have received 

help from Dr Jenny Vaughan from 
the Doctors’ Association. She re-
ceives many complaints from Resi-
dent Medical Officers and says the 
UK healthcare system has devel-
oped into two tiers - one for NHS 
doctors, the other for international 
recruits working in the private sector.

NHS doctors can only be sched-
uled to work up to 48 hours, and if  
they request, up to 72 hours a week.

“No doctor in the NHS does more 
than four nights consecutively be-
cause we know that it’s frankly not 
safe,” says Dr Vaughan.

“This is a slave-type work with… 
excess hours, the like of  which we 
thought had been gone 30 years ago.

“It is not acceptable for patients 
for patient-safety reasons. It is not 
acceptable for doctors. “

Emma Runswick of  the BMA de-
scribes the situation as “so exploita-
tive it beggars belief”.

We took our findings to the BMA 
- and its deputy chair, Emma Run-
swick. She told us the situation was 
a “disgrace to UK medicine”.

“Our international colleagues 
have come a long way to the UK, 
and have found conditions so ex-
ploitative it beggars belief.”

NES Healthcare told us that our 
“feedback about doctors’ experi-
ences” with the company was “ex-
tremely positive”. It says it provides 
doctors “with a safe and supportive 
route to pursue their career choice 
in the National Health Service, and 
in the UK healthcare system more 
generally, and that their work is of  
“great benefit to the British public.”

Gambia cough syrup scandal: Mothers demand justice

A 
red toy motorbike sits in 
the corner of  Mariam 
Kuyateh’s home gather-
ing dust.

It was meant for her 20-month-old 
son, Musa, but he passed away in 
September.

He is one of  the 66 children in 
The Gambia who are thought to 
have died after being given a cough 
syrup that had been “potentially 
linked with acute kidney injuries”, 
according to the World Health Or-

ganization.
No-one in the family touches Mu-

sa’s toy - a reminder of  what has 
been lost.

His 30-year-old mother, who has 
four other children, was in tears re-
membering what had happened to 
her son.

Sitting in her home in a suburb of  
The Gambia’s largest city, Serrekun-
da, she explained that his sickness 
started as a flu. After he was seen by 
a doctor, her husband bought a syrup 

to treat the problem.
“When we gave him the syrup, 

the flu stopped, but it led to another 
problem,” Ms Kuyateh said.

“My son was not passing urine.”
She returned to the hospital and 

Musa was sent for a blood test, 
which ruled out malaria. He was giv-
en another treatment, which did not 
work, and then a catheter was fitted, 
but he did not pass urine.

Finally, the small child was operat-
ed on. There was no improvement.

“He couldn’t make it, he died.”
Musa was one of  the 66 children 

who died after taken the cough syr-
up.

Earlier this week, the WHO issued 
a global alert over four cough syrups 
in connection with the deaths in The 
Gambia.

The products - Promethazine Oral 
Solution, Kofexmalin Baby Cough 
Syrup, Makoff  Baby Cough Syrup 
and Magrip N Cold Syrup - were 
manufactured by an Indian compa-
ny, Maiden Pharmaceuticals, which 
had failed to provide guarantees 
about their safety, the WHO said.

The Indian government is inves-
tigating the situation. The firm has 
not responded to a BBC request for 

comment.
There is a lot of  anger in The 

Gambia over what has happened.
There are growing calls for the 

resignation of  Health Minister Dr 
Ahmadou Lamin Samateh, along 
with the prosecution of  the import-
ers of  the drugs into the country.

“Sixty-six is a huge number. So 
we need justice, because the victims 
were innocent children,” Ms Kuy-
ateh said.

Mariam Sisawo had to take her 
daughter to hospital three times be-
fore she was referred to a hospital in 
the capital.

Five-month-old Aisha was anoth-
er victim.

Her mother, Mariam Sisawo, re-
alised one morning that after having 
taken the cough syrup, her baby was 
not passing urine.

On an initial visit to the hospital, 
the 28-year-old was told that there 
was nothing wrong with her daugh-
ter’s bladder. It took two more trips 
there on consecutive days before Ai-
sha was referred to a hospital in the 
capital, Banjul, which was 36km (22 
miles) away from their home in Bri-
kama.

But after five days of  treatment 
there, she died.

“My daughter had a painful death. 
At a certain time when the doctors 

wanted to fix a drip on her, they 
could not see her veins. Myself  and 
two other women in the same ward, 
we all lost our children.

“I have two sons and Aisha was 
the only girl. My husband was very 
happy to have Aisha and he still 
can’t come to terms with her death.”

“The Gambia does not currently 
have a laboratory capable of  test-
ing whether medicines are safe and 
so they have to be sent abroad for 
checking,” Gambia Health Services 
Director, Mustapha Bittay told the 
BBC’s Focus on Africa programme.

Last Friday, President Adama 
Barrow said the country planned 
to open such a laboratory. In a tel-
evised address to the nation, he also 
directed the Health Ministry to re-
view relevant laws and guidelines 
for imported drugs.

Ms Sisawo believes the govern-
ment should have been more vigi-
lant.

“This is a lesson for parents, but 
the greater responsibility is with the 
government. Before any drugs get in 
to the country, they should be prop-
erly checked if  they are fit for hu-
man consumption or not,” she said.

Alieu Kijera took his son, Mu-
hammed, to neighbouring Senegal 
for treatment but the doctors were 
unable to save him.Mariam Kuyateh says she wants justice for her late son, Musa
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ormer Chelsea star, FGlen Johnson has 
t i p p e d  G a b r i e l 

Mar t ine l l i  to  move  to 
Stamford Bridge.

He said that Chelsea 
have all it takes to lure a 
player like Martinelli to the 
club if  he refuses to sign new 
contract at the Emirates.

he Super Eagles Thave moved down 
i n  t h e  l a t e s t 

f inancial rankings of  
national team.

The three-time African 
champions are ranked the 
2 1 s t  m o s t  v a l u a b l e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t e a m 
globally, while retaining 
their third most valuable 
team position in Africa. 

T h e  E a g l e s  b o a s t 
players who ply their trade 
in Europe's  lucrative 
leagues, making them one 
o f  t h e  wo r l d ' s  m o s t 
valuable teams, with a 

ormer Manchester FCity striker, Sergio 
Aguero, has given his 

opinion on Paris Saint-
Germain forward Lionel 
Messi leaving the club to 
return to Barcelona in the 
near future.

Messi has been linked 
with a return to his boyhood 
club Barcelona when his 
contract with PSG expires in 
June 2023.

However,  Aguero,  a 
former Barcelona attacker, 
believes anything is possible 
in football amid reports 
linking Messi with a return 

ndian Super League Iclub, NorthEast United 
FC have completed the 

signing of  former Super 
Eagles forward, Sylvester 
Igboun.

The 32-year-old joined 
the Highlanders on a free 
transfer.

Igboun left the Russian 
Super League club, Nizhny 
Novgorod in March after 
his contract was mutually 
terminated.

The striker, who has 

The Brazilian recently 
made a request of  £200,000 
weekly wage from Arsenal 
and is 'not even close' to 
signing a new deal.

He is one of  the shining 
lights at the Emirates this 
season,  he lp ing  Mikel 
Arteta's side stay top of  the 
table after nine games.

total value of  €256.90m. 
Prior  to  the latest 

rankings, they were placed 
20th, with a market value 
of  €307.13m.

The Nigerian squad 
value witnessed a decrease 
of  €50m compared to the 
squad value of  €226.65m. 

While Napoli forward, 
V i c t o r  O s i m h e n , 
a c c o r d i n g  t o 
transfermarkt, has the 
highest rise between the 
end of  the 2021/22 season 
and the 2022/23 season, 
his non-involvement with 
the national team in recent 
times due to injuries 
means he wasn't included 

to Barca.
S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e 

development, Aguero told 
Stake, “Anything is possible 
in football. We know what 
Leo means to Barca and vice 
versa.

“Hard to tell what is to 
come, I just wish it is what 
Leo wants the most. He 
deserves it.”

Messi joined PSG last 
season from Barcelona after 
the Catalan c lub were 
unable to renew his contract 
due to their financial issues 
and La Liga's regulations.

played a majority of  his 
professional  career  in 
Russia once featured for 
Ufa and Dynamo Moscow.

The player,  who is 
known for his blistering 
speed has been capped six 
times by Nigeria.

NorthEast United is 
based in Guwahati, Assam 
and played their home 
matches at the 25,000 
sea te r  Ind i ra  Gandhi 
Athletic Stadium.

The winger's current 
contract doesn't expire until 
2024 and the club have the 
option of  extending that by a 
further 12 months.

“He's a very exciting 
young player, so I can 
def in i te ly  be l ieve  that 
Chelsea are interested,” 
J o h n s o n  t o l d 

in the squad. 
His excellent form, 

despite his limited time, 
saw a massive €5m rise in 
his market value, moving 
from €60m to €65m, 
m o v i n g  h i m  a b o v e 
Leicester City midfielder, 
Wilfred Ndidi, whose 
value dropped from €60m 
to €50m due to injuries 
and recent poor form.

The duo, however, 
remains the Eagles' two 
most financially valuable 
players on the team. 

Meanwhile, there was 
a sharp drop in the market 
value of  some of  the 
Eagles stars, following 

their  underwhelming 
performances for their 
various clubs, while the 
recent inclusion of  some 
players to the squad also 
contributed to the drop in 
the squad value. 

I n - f o r m  E v e r t o n 
midfielder, Alex Iwobi, is 
one of  the few players 
whose value increases as 
he moved from his initial 
value of  €20m to €22m. 

The three-time African 
champions have a squad 
that also includes Kelechi 
Iheanacho and Samuel 
Chukwueze, who are both 
valued at €20m each. 

Goalkeeper Maduka 
Okoye, who recently hit 
his first million in his 
c a r e e r,  a l s o  s aw  a n 
i n c r e a s e  o f  € 2 . 5 m 
following his recent move 
to  Watford,  as  he  i s 
currently valued at €3.5m. 

Of  the 27 players listed 
i n  t h e  s q u a d  b y 
transfermarkt, 17 players 
fall within the range of  
players with a value of  less 
than €10m. 

Captain Ahmed Musa 
(€3.40m), Cyriel Dessers 
(€6m), Frank Onyeka 
(€9m), Raphael Onyedika 
(€8m), Ola Aina (€3.5m) 
are some of  the players 
with less than €10m value.

Bettingodds.com.
“The closer he gets 

towards the end of  his 
contract, then there's a 
chance they could sign him.

“Chelsea's a massive 
football club and despite the 
fact that they've not been 
competing as much as they 
should have been in recent 
seasons, it still remains a 
massive attraction.

“If  Gabriel gets to the 
summer with a year to go on 
his deal, then I'm sure 
Chelsea would want a move 
and I'm sure Martinelli 
would.”

England

17:30 Liverpool - Manchester City –2 

18:30 Tottenham – Everton –1X 

Italy

 15:00 Empoli – Monza—GG 

18:00 Torino – Juventus –GG 

20:45 Atalanta - Sassuolo –GG 

CAF Championship

15:00Mazembe (Drc) - Vipers (Uga) –Un 4.5

18:00Al Ahly (Egy) - Monastir (Tun)—1X 

18:00Esperance Tunis (Tun) - Plateau United 

(Nga) –Un 4.5

19:00Al Ahly Tripoli (Lby) - Al-Merreikh (Sud) 

–Un4.5 

19:00Raja Casablanca (Mar) - Nigelec (Nig)—1 

20:00Kabylie (Alg) - Kara (Tog)—1 

Croatia

16:55 Osijek - Istra 1961 –GG 

19:05 Gorica - Hajduk Split –GG 

Russia

13:00 Torpedo Moscow - Lokomotiv Moscow 

–X2 

15:30 Krasnodar - Akhmat Grozny –Un 3.5

18:30 Dynamo Moscow - Orenburg –1

Betting tips for the weekend

...Bet responsibly

EPL: Glen Johnson backs Martinelli to join Chelsea 

Transfer: Aguero speaks on Messi
leaving PSG for Barcelona

Transfer: Nigerian forward,
Igboun moves to Indian
club, NorthEast United

Eagles squad value drops from €307m
to €256m 

Martinelli

Igboun

Messi


