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PDP ’ll win Presidential, governorship
elections - National Secretary
By Ikenna Orioha

T
he National Secre-
tary of  the People’s 
Democratic Party 

(PDP), Senator Samuel 
Anyanwu, says the party 
will win the presidential, 
governorship and other 
elections in 2023.

He said that this is pos-
sible because the party is 
formidably prepared and 
ready to go into the poll in 
2023 and beyond.

Anyanwu who stated this 
during a visit to the PDP 
Imo State Executive last 
week at the party’s secretar-
iat Owerri, reiterated that 
the party’s structure is very 
solid so that no political 
party could distract it nor 
defeat it in election, posit-
ing that the party cannot af-
ford to fail the people when 
given back power and gov-
ernance at the central and 
the state governments.

The PDP National Scribe 
told the State Executive 

Committee of  the party 
to bring all the 2023 PDP 
candidates together to have 
a unified campaign struc-
ture and management, say-
ing such a measure would 
make it easier for all con-
testants to win the election.

Encouraging members to 
remain focused and united, 
Anyanwu remarked that 
the essence of  his visit to 
the party leadership was 
geared to brainstorm and 
mitigate their issues, add-
ing that it is his responsibil-

ity to ensure that the party 
remains strengthened and 
solidly positioned in Imo 
State and the South East at 
large.

“The visit is part of  my 
official obligation aimed at 
interacting with PDP State 
Executive to find solutions 
to our challenges. It is my 
responsibility to ensure that 
PDP is strengthened and 
repositioned in Imo State 
and the entire South East”, 
he added.

Ikpeazu’s wife, guber candidates donate cash, 
food items to mother of quintuplets
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

2
4-year-old Oluomachi 
Nwojo who gave birth 
to five babies at Feder-

al Medical Center (FMC) 
Umuahia has received cash 
and other donations from 
the wife of  Abia State Gov-

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
here was tension in 
Ebonyi as gunmen at-
tacked and set ablaze 

a section of  Ezza North Lo-
cal government area head-
quarters, destroying valuable 
items and documents worth 
millions of  naira. Confirming 
the incident to our reporter, 
the Chairman of  the local 
government, Mr. Ogodo Ali 
Nomeh, said the arsonists 
numbering over 20 stormed 
the area at about 2am and 
headed to the store of  the 
local government area where 
they set ablaze. He said the 
arsonists were however resist-
ed by the security operatives 
Manning the Council, who 
succeeded in inflicting bullet 
wounds on some of  them be-
fore they made their escape.

“The fire destroyed new air 
conditioners bought for the 
renovation of  the council, 
some documents, a generat-
ing set, and some furniture”, 
he said. He said the commu-
nity vigilante apparatus and 
security agencies are on the 
trail of  the wounded arson-
ists. He expressed confidence 
that they will soon be nabbed 
to answer for the crime.

On the reason for the attack 
and identity of  their alleged 
sponsors, the Chairman said 
they will be unearthed at the 
end of  an investigation by 
security agencies. “We are 
not suspecting anybody now, 
until we apprehend the sus-
pects. You know the thing 
happened around 2:00am in 
the night.  “We are talking 
with security operatives that 
had encounter with the hood-
lums” he stated.

YPP flag bearer in Anambra Central
sympathizes with flood affected communities

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Anambra Central 
Senatorial candidate 
of  YPP for the forth-

coming general elections, 

High Chief  Dr Chinedu 
Anthony Umeadi, has sym-
pathized with the people 
of  Ugbene, Obaofemmili 
in Awka North and Inter-
national Building Mate-
rials Market, Ogidi over 

the flood menace that has 
taken over their homes and 
destroyed businesses and 
properties worth billions 
of  naira thereby rendering 
them homeless, while send-
ing some of  the victims out 
of  business. 

News Echo reports that for 
some time now most com-
munities in Anambra espe-
cially Anambra North have 
been experiencing devastat-
ing effects of  flooding due 
to overflow of  waters from 
the River Niger. 

However, he charged the 
Federal and State Govern-
ments to come to the rescue 
of  those affected commu-
nities and markets within 
Anambra Central Senatori-
al District by providing suc-
cour to the affected victims 
as well as finding a lasting 
solution to the ugly situa-
tion to forestall a reoccur-
rence in the future.

 Dr Umeadi was also of  
the opinion that the govern-
ment representatives from 
the zone at the National 
Assembly and State Assem-
bly levels have a lot of  con-
tributions to make towards 

Residents appeal to public health
officials to evacuate abandoned corpse
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

R
esidents of  new 
heaven junction 
along Ahiaukwu 

road in Olokoro, Umuahia 
South LGA of  Abia State 
have cried out to Abia 
State Ministry of  health 
to save them from health 
hazards. 

The hazards they feared, 
may explode from an 
abandoned corpse of  an 
unidentified person that 
was discovered at the New 
Heaven junction area of  
the community last week-
end.

 The unidentified corpse, 
which was discovered over 
the weekend, according to 
a commercial bus driver, 
Fred, was found by the 
roadside over the week-
end. According to him, it 
was not established if  the 
victim was a suspected 
criminal or not. 

He added that it was 
also not established if  the 
dead person was killed on 

the spot or if  he was killed 
elsewhere and dumped at 
the New Heaven junction 
by some persons. 

Consequently, residents 
of  the area have cried out 
to all concerned health 
agencies in Abia State to 
immediately evacuate the 
corpse to save them from 
health threats. 

The worried villages who 
complained that the aban-
doned corpse is now fast 
decomposing cried out that 
there may be an outbreak 
of  diseases in the locality if  
the corpse is not evacuated 
quickly. 

Some traders who do 

business around the area 
have also ran away from 
their business premises 
for the fear of  contracting 
diseases as offensive smells 
and flies from the decom-
posing body have polluted 
the air. When contacted, 
a Senior official of  Abia 
State Ministry of  health 
who spoke under anonym-
ity said the matter had not 
yet been brought to the at-
tention of  the Ministry by 
the residents, even as she 
advised the complain ts 
to immediately report to 
Umuahia South LGA de-
partment of  public  health.
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ernor, Mrs Nkechi Ikpeazu. 
The wife of  the Governor 
who was represented by staff  
of  his office and Vicar Hope 
Foundation during the visit, 
described the safe delivery of  
the babies as a special bless-
ings to Abians in general and 
the family of  the mother in 
particular.

Also, two governorship 
candidates in Abia, Chief  
Ikechi Emenike and Hon 
Mascot Uzor Kalu have paid 
visits to the young mother 
and donated cash, food and 
clothes to Oluomachi and 
her babies. Ikechi Emenike 
is the guber candidate of  
APC while Mascot Kalu is 
the guber candidate of  APP 
in the State.

The APP candidate who 
arrived the Federal Hospital 
with his team, apart from 
donating to Oluomachi and 
kids, also paid up the hospi-
tal bills of  two other women 
who recently gave birth in 
the hospital. He congratulat-
ed the mothers on their safe 
delivery and promised to 
build sound health facilities 
in Abia for mothers and kids, 
if  elected Governor.

On his own visit, gover-
norship candidate of  APC, 
Chief  Ikechi Emenike who 
was represented by his 
campaign team member, 
Uche Ogboso described 
the birth of  the five babies 
by Oluomachi Nwojo as a 
blessing to her family and 
entire Abia State. He donat-
ed cash and food items to the 
mother and her babies. Also, 
a tourism promoter, Miss 
Onyekachi Jackie Atuloma 
has donated an undisclosed 
amount of  money to the 
mother of  quintuplets.

She made the donation 
when she paid a visit to 
FMC to see things for her-

self, explaining that she was 
attracted to the hospital by 
the cry for help by the grand-
mother of  the quintuplets. 
The mother of  the quintu-
plets who could not hide 
her joy, prayed God to bless 
those who responded to her 
appeals, while still pleading 
for more help.

... Calls on government for urgent intervention 

Soludo flags off more roads in Anambra

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe 
Awka

P
eople of  Okpuno, Isu, 
Awka and Nnewi in 
Awka South, Awka 

North and Nnewi North re-
spectively are in for brighter 
economic prospects, follow-
ing Governor Chukwuma 
Charles Soludo’s inspection 
of  some roads which are in 
dilapidated condition.

Roads in the locations 
visited, are becoming a 
nightmarish experience to 
motorists and the citizens 
of  these specific areas.

Speaking during the in-
spection with the people 
who came to welcome and 
cheer him, Governor Solu-
do promised to repair and 
build durable roads that will 
impact on the economic 
lives of  the people of  An-
ambra State.

The specific roads vis-
ited include the roads in 
Nodu-Okpuno in Awka 
South Council Area, If-
iteisu-Isuaniocha roads in 
Awka North as well as Oto-
lo-Nnewi in Nnewi North 
Council Area.

Governor Soludo also 

explained that the visit is in 
keeping with his campaign 
promise to the people, as 
part of  measures to improve 
the economic fortunes, al-
leviate the sufferings and 
make life more enjoyable for 
Ndi Anambra.

While stating that the visit 
will help him ascertain what 
can be done on those roads, 
he further explained that his 
administration is commit-
ted to its core mandate and 
manifesto, urging for sup-
port by the people.

The people and residents 
of  the areas visited ex-

pressed deep appreciation to 
Governor Soludo for taking 
the initiative to come out to 
inspect the roads himself   

It will be recalled that the 
present administration un-
der Governor Soludo is fo-
cused on flagging off  over 
220 kilometer of  roads be-
fore the end of  the year. Cur-
rently, about 120 kilometers 
of  roads have already been 
flagged off

Other top government 
functionaries who accom-
panied Governor Soludo 
on the inspection include: 
the Deputy Governor of  
Anambra State, Dr. Onyek-
achukwu Ibezim, Secretary 
to the State Government, 
Prof. Solo Chukwulobelu, 
Chief  of  Staff  to the Gover-

... Inspects rehabilitation works at Isuaniocha, Okpuno, Awka, Nnewi

nor, Mr. Ernest Ezeajughi, 
Commissioner for Works, 
Engr. Ifeanyi Okoma, his 
Special Duties counterpart, 
Barrister Sly Ezeokenwa, 
Chief  of  Protocol, Chinedu 
Nwoye, Special Adviser to 
the Governor on Entertain-
ment, Leisure and Tourism, 
Mr Bob Manuel Udokwu, 
Special Adviser on Legal, 
Barrister Tochukwu Nweke 
among others.

Tension in Ebonyi as
gunmen attack, set 
council headquarters
ablaze
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Police, NLC trade words over detention of Producer
of ‘Workers Flogging Video’ in Ebonyi

Gov. Uzodimma and his wife, Barr. (Mrs) Chioma Uzodimma grace the Tinubu/Shettima Presidential Women Campaign Team 
inauguration.

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he chairman of  Nige-
ria Labour Congress 
in Ebonyi State, Com-

rade Ikechukwu Nwafor, has 
called for the release from 
police custody of  the maker 
and producer of  a viral video 
where security details of  Gov 
David Umahi were alleged-
ly flogging civil servants for 
coming late to work.  Nwafor 
alleged that the personal assis-
tant to the commissioner for 
infrastructure development 
and concession, Chief  Ro-
manus Nwasum and his offi-
cial driver were both arrested 
and put in detention for doing 
the video.

Comrade Nwafor in a 
statement in Abakaliki con-
demned the act and called 
on the Inspector General of  
Police, Baba Usman, to order 
their unconditional release. 
He said the union did not see 
any crime committed, adding 
that this is an era of  citizen 
journalism. 

“NLC condemns in strong-
est terms the October 4, 2022 
incident wherein soldiers 
allegedly flogged civil serv-
ants who reported late to 
work with horsewhips at the 
entrance gate of  the state’s 
airport site in Okaleru, Ezza 
North local government area 
of  the state.” 

“NLC is miffed that a lead-
er in the mould of  Umahi 
who even took a serious shot 
at Nigeria’s Presidency could 
order, condone and even su-
pervise such uncouth and 

terribly barbaric actions by his 
security details in a democrat-
ic setting like ours”.

 “We hereby condemn that 
shameful video in its totality 
and give Governor Umahi 
just 48 hours to apologize to 
Ebonyians over that monu-
mental embarrassment. 

“The Constitution of  the 
Federal Republic of  Nigeria 
1999 (as amended) and the 
Labour Act, Chapter L1, 
Laws of  the Federation of  Ni-
geria 2004 otherwise referred 
to as; (“Labour Act”) clearly 
prescribe how an errant civil 
servant should be disciplined 
in line with global best prac-
tices that meets the Interna-
tional Labour Organization’s 
standards”. 

“The law does not permit 
in any way or form for a uni-
formed officer to lay hands on 
a civil servant no matter the 
offense simply on the orders 
of  anyone, not even the Pres-
ident of  the Federal Republic 
of  Nigeria. 

“We hereby call on the Ni-
gerian military top hierarchy 
to withdraw and discipline 
the soldiers who participated 
in this unholy and highly un-
professional conducts”.

“Moreso, the Ebonyi 
State’s Chapter of  NLC has 
it on good authority that the 
Personal Assistant to the 
Honourable Commissioner 
for Infrastructure Develop-
ment and Concession, Chief  
Romanus Nwasum and his 
official driver have both been 
arrested and put in detention 
for recording that viral vid-
eo”.

16 bodies recovered in Anambra 
boat accident as search continues 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

S
ixteen dead bodies have 
been recovered in the Og-
baru local government 

area Boat mishap in Anambra 
State. But the State Emergency 
Management Agency, says, the 
Search continues. 

Speaking with News Echo, 
the former Transition Com-
mittee Chairman of  Ogbaru 
local government area, Arinze 
Awogu, gave the figure of  re-
covered dead bodies as 13. 

He said before the end of  
the day, they believe that more 
would be recovered, adding 
that it had not been an easy 
task. 

“All hands are on deck. Re-
covering the bodies will not be 
easy and before night today, 
we hope more bodies will be 
found,” Awogu said. But one 
of  the indigenes of  the area, 
Eze Ogbugbulu, disclosed that 
16 bodies had been recovered, 
including children. 

The boat carrying 85 passen-
gers capsized in River Niger, 
Anambra State at the weekend, 
with 76 of  them suspected to be 
dead.

The Executive Secretary of  
SEMA and former Secretary to 
Anambra State Government, 
Chief  Paul Odenigbo, revealed 
that only nine persons were res-
cued after the incident. 

According to him,” for now, 

I can’t quote any figure of  dead 
bodies recovered because it’s a 
continuous process. The agency 
has not rested since then.

“When something like this 
happens, it takes up to a week 
before you start seeing the 
bodies because, they will go 
down deep in the river. “What 
happened was pathetic and re-
grettable. It will take some time 
before the bodies come up and 
start floating in the water. 

“Out of  the 85 persons on 
board, only nine were rescued 

“NLC equally condemns 
this unlawful conduct in a 
democracy and calls on the 
Inspector General of  Police, 
Baba Usman to order the 
State’s Commissioner of  Po-
lice to unconditionally release 
them to their families and 
loved ones. For we do not see 
any crime that was also com-
mitted by these ones in an era 
of  citizens journalism!” 

But in a shift reaction, the 

State commissioner of  Police 
CP Aliyu Garba denied the 
allegation of  arresting and 
dentaining the “flogging” 
video makers in the State. 

The commissioner in a 
statement issued by the Com-
mand spokesperson SP Chris 
Anyawu said the command 
“did not at anytime detain 
Chief  Romanus Nwasum or 
his driver as alleged”. 

“The Command therefore 

challenges the NLC Chair-
man, Ebonyi State Chapter, 
to mention the actual Cell 
facility or Police Division/
Outfit where such detention 
purportedly took place”. 

“While we await his re-
sponse, may it please all to 
know that the State Police 
Command has been doing 
everything possible within 
the limits of  its capacity and 
capability to ensure that its 

duties and functions are dis-
charged in the most responsi-
ble and professional manner”. 

“The Command further 
warns that if  the said NLC 
Chairman fails to indicate 
where the persons he named 
were allegedly detained (in 
any Police Facility), he will 
be arrested and arraigned 
for False Information and 
other concomitant offences, 
please,” he stated.

and since we’ve not seen the 
rest, it’s assumed something 
bad must have happened. It’s 
quite unfortunate,” Odenigbo 
said for Ogbugbulu, majority 
of  the people in the boat, were 
not from their area in Osamal-
la, but those farmers in camps 
working.

“To tell you the truth, majori-
ty of  the people in that capsized 
boat are from Okpolodu camp 
in Ogwu-Anocha, the last 
Community before Rivers State 
and Mputu. 

“It is difficult to recover those 
bodies because some of  the 
bodies will hang in some of  the 
metals and trees inside the river. 

“But as we talk now, we 
learnt 16 bodies were recovered 
late Saturday and we’re still 
waiting today (Sunday) to see 
what will happen. It’s a difficult 
situation for us. 

“We are talking about the 
flood that has submerged vir-
tually every building in Ogba-
ru and now this “Ogbugbulu 
lamented.

Oil communities in Rivers State reject
pipeline surveillance allocation
From Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt.

S
ome indigenes of  four-
teen Communities in 
Kalabari Kingdom 

hosting Cawthorne Channel 
and Akaso Oil Field have re-
jected the percentage of  Sur-
veillance job given to them 
by the coordinator of  the 
Surveillance job in the state. 
The aggrieved indigenes of  
the communities in Kalabari 
accused Government Ek-
pemukpolo popularly called 
Tompolo of  not consulting 
with the communities host-
ing the Cawthorne Channel 
and Akaso Oil Field for the 
Surveillance contract. The 
Secretary of  the Cluster De-
velopment Board, Doctor 
Sule Amachree who made 
the position of  the people 
in Ido Community in Asa-
ri Toru area public, alleged 
there was lack of  natural 
justice, equity, fairness and 
inclusiveness in the distribu-
tion of  the Surveillance op-
portunities.

Amachree said the two 
hundred and fifty chances 
allotted to the fourteen com-
munities only represent sev-
enteen percent of  the Surveil-
lance chances.

He accused Tompolo and 
those he gave the contract 
in Rivers State as high level 
of  negligence that he vowed 
would be resisted. Amachree 
also warned those already 
engaged for the job along 
the affected areas to stop or 
be ready to face swift resist-
ance. He appealed to Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari 
Governor Nyesom Wike, 
local government Chairmen 
of  the areas and other rele-
vant authorities to urgently 
intervene to avert looming 
crises that may arise. News 
Echo’s correspondent reports 
that indigenes of  the fourteen 
Kalabari communities along 
Cawthorne Channel and 
Akaso Oil Field demanded 
the total sun of  seven hun-
dred and five working chanc-
es for the sake of  justice and 
fairness.

Military to airlift trapped Anambra
flood victims

T
he National Emergen-
cy Management Agen-
cy and the Disaster 

Response Unit of  the military 
has commenced aerial view 
of  the flooded communities 
in Anambra.

 The exercise is to ascer-
tain persons who are still 
trapped by the rising flood 
with a view to airlifting them 
out of  the affected commu-
nities. The Zonal Coordina-
tor of  NEMA, South-East, 
Thickman Tanimu, made 
this known in Awka on Mon-
day. Tanimu disclosed that 
the Presidency and the Di-
rector-General of  NEMA, 
Mustapha Ahmed-Habib, 
commiserated with the state 
government and flood victims 

including the bereaved. 
He said relief  materials had 

been approved for the flood 
victims, adding that the relief  
materials would be presented 
directly to them on Tuesday. 

He also pointed out that the 
delay in the arrival of  relief  
materials is due to the flood 
disaster that cut off  Abuja – 
Lokoja road and the security 
situation due to the Monday 
sit-at-home in the South East. 
Sponsored He said, “Search 
and rescue operations have 
commenced.

The military disaster re-
sponse unit has engaged and 
has started ‘Air Recce’ or aerial 
view to collect imagery intelli-
gence of  the affected commu-
nities. 

“This will help to ascer-
tain displaced and trapped 
persons who need to be evac-
uated to pave way for air lift-
ing. “The delay in arrival of  
the relief  materials is due to 
the flood disaster that cut off  
Abuja – Lokoja road and also 
the security situation due to 
the Monday sit-at-home in 
the South East. 

“The relief  material will 
hopefully arrived Tuesday 
and be ready for delivery 
directly to victims. “These 
items are meant to comple-
ment the efforts of  Anambra 
state government in providing 
immediate succour to victims 
and aid their speedy rehabili-
tation.”

 The communities in the 
Ogbaru Local Government 
Area have been mostly devas-
tated by flood currently ravag-
ing some parts of
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Editorial

ow more than ever, we must 

Nrenew our commitment to work 
together so that girls enjoy and 

exercise their rights and can play a full and 
equal part in their communities and 
societies. Investing in girls is investing in 
our common future." - UN Secretary-
General António Guterres

The United Nations Development 
Programme on Tuesday marked the 2022 
International Day of the Girl Child day 
global with Nigeria joining other nations 
of the world to celebrate the Girl Child.

The theme for the 2022 celebration is 
“Our Time Is Now – Our Rights, Our 
Future.”

However, the message from the United 
Nation's global office as presents its 
website 2022 reads thus:-

“In 2022, we commemorate the 10th 
anniversary of the International Day of 
the Girl (IDG). In these last 10 years, 
there has been increased attention on 
issues that matter to girls amongst 
governments, policymakers and the 
general public, and more opportunities for 
girls to have their voices heard on the 
global stage. Yet, investments in girls' 
rights remain limited and girls continue to 
confront a myriad of  challenges to 
fulfilling their potential; made worse by 
concurrent crises of  climate change, 
COVID-19 and humanitarian conflict. 
Girls around the world continue to face 
unprecedented challenges to their 
education, their physical and mental 
wellness, and the protections needed for a 
life without violence. COVID-19 has 
worsened existing burdens on girls around 
the world and worn away important gains 
made over the last decade.

With adversity, however, comes 
resourcefulness, creativity, tenacity, and 
resilience. The world's 600 million 
adolescent girls have shown time and time 
again that given the skills and the 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s,  t h e y  c a n  b e  t h e 
changemakers driving progress in their 
communities, building back stronger for 
all, including women, boys and men.

Girls are ready for a decade of 
acceleration forward. It is time for us all to 
stand accountable – with and for girls – 
and to invest in a future that believes in 
their agency, leadership and potential.

In 1995 at the World Conference on 
Women in Beijing countries unanimously 
adopted the Beijing Declaration and 
P l a t f o r m  f o r  A c t i o n  –  t h e  m o s t 
progressive blueprint ever for advancing 
the rights of not only women but girls. The 
Beijing Declaration is the first to 
specifically call out girls' rights.

On December 19, 2011, United 
Nations General Assembly adopted 
Resolution 66/170 to declare October 11 

as the International Day of the Girl Child, 
to recognize girls' rights and the unique 
challenges girls face around the world.

The International Day of the Girl 
Child focuses attention on the need to 
address the challenges girls face and to 
promote girls' empowerment and the 
fulfilment of their human rights.

Adolescent girls have the right to a 
safe, educated, and healthy life, not only 
during these critical formative years, but 
also as they mature into women. If 
e f fec t ive ly  suppor ted  dur ing  the 
adolescent years, girls have the potential 
to change the world – both as the 
empowered girls  of  today and as 
t o m o r r o w ' s  w o r k e r s ,  m o t h e r s , 
entrepreneurs, mentors, household heads, 
and political leaders. An investment in 
realising the power of adolescent girls 
upholds their rights today and promises a 
more equitable and prosperous future, one 
in which half of humanity is an equal 
partner in solving the problems of climate 
change, political conflict, economic 
growth, disease prevention, and global 
sustainability.

Girls are breaking boundaries and 
barriers posed by stereotypes and 
exclusion, including those directed at 
children with disabilities and those living 
in marginalized communities.  As 
entrepreneurs, innovators and initiators 
of global movements, girls are creating a 
world that is relevant for them and future 
generations.

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development and its 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) adopted by 
world leaders in 2015, embody a roadmap 
for progress that is sustainable and leaves 
no one behind.

Achieving gender equality and 
women's empowerment in women and 
girls is integral to each of the 17 goals. 
Only by ensuring the rights of women and 
girls across all the goals will we get to 
justice and inclusion, economies that 
work for all, and sustaining our shared 
environment  now and for  future 
generations.

Empowering women and girls and 
promoting gender equality is crucial to 
accelerating sustainable development. 
Ending all forms of  discrimination 
against women and girls is not only a basic 
human right, but it also has a multiplier 
effect across all other development areas.

We therefore align with this global 
vision for the girl child and as well enjoin 
governments at all level to keep promoting 
vision which is aimed at stabilising the 
female world.

International Day of  the Girl
Child 2022: Celebrating girls 



News Analysis

2023: Apologize to Peter Obi, Ndigbo
- CPO tells Ihedioha 
From Ovat Mike, Onitsha, 
Dan Maduagwu, Umuahia

M
embers of  the 
c o n c e r n e d 
support groups 
under the aud-

spices of  Coalition for Peter 
Obi (CPO), has urged the 
former deputy speaker of  the 
House of  Representatives, 
Rt. Hon. Emeka Ihedioha, 
to tender public apologies to 
Mr. Peter Obi, and Ndi-Ig-
bo, for his recent statement 
in which he labelled the 
2023 Labour Party Presiden-
tial Candidate supporters as 
saboteurs.

News Echo had earlier re-
ported that Ihedioha had 
said that Nigeria’s presiden-
cy would rotate to the South-
East after the administration 
of  the presidential candidate 
of  the Peoples Democratic 
Party, Atiku Abubakar, if  he 
wins next year’s election.

He also called those sup-
porting Peter Obi and La-
bour Party saboteurs.

Ihedioha, in the video, 
added that Nigeria could 
not afford to make mistakes 
in the 2023 election and that 
there are two parties in the 
election, the PDP and the 
All Progressives Congress.

News Echo however, 
gathered that Ihedioha, de-
nied making such statement 
after recieving several neg-
ative responses from Nige-
rians, especially, the Igbos 
and thousands of  Peter Obi 
supporters.

Reacting further in an in-
terview with Journalists, in 
Awka, on Monday, the Lead 
Coordinator for CPO in An-
ambra State, Comrade Chidi 
Nzekwe, said the unguarded 
utterances by Ihedioha, is to 
say the least laughable, con-
demnable and despicable. It 
is on this strength that we 
reached the conclusion that 
he (Ihedioha), was poised to 
mislead Ndigbo.

“We admonish Hon. 
Ihedioha, to tender public 
apology to Peter Obi, his 
supporters and to retrack his 
utterances towards Ndigbo 
irrespective of  his political 
inclination and to display 
maturity, examplary con-
duct and due respect to 
Ndi-Igbo.

“We also call on 
well-meaning Igbo leaders, 
Nigerian both at home and 
in Diaspora to embrace 
a new Nigeria which will 
be possible under Mr. Pe-
ter Obi’s administration in 
2023.

Nzekwe described Peter 
Obi as the only Presiden-
tial candidate who will save 
Nigeria from the present se-
curity and social-economic 
challenges.

Meanwhile, the Coalition 

for Peter Obi 
(CPO), Abia 
State chapter 
has criticised 
former Gov-
ernor of  Imo 
State, Chief  
Emeka Ihedi-
oha for his re-
cent statements 
allegedly said 
that the sup-
port for Atiku 
Abubakar pres-
idency in 2023 
would brighten 
the chances of  
Igbos to be-
come Nigeria’s 
president in the 
future.

The group 
also reject-
ed Ihedioha’s 
alleged de-
scription of  
Igbos who are 
against Ati-
ku’s ambition 
as saboteurs, 
making it clear 
that it was in-
sulting and 
preposterous 
for the ex-Gov-
ernor to have used demean-
ing words on his people 
because of  selfish political 
interests. 

Arising from their meet-
ing in Umuahia, Abia State 
on Monday, the group, led 
by Abia State coordinator, 
Matilda Anyamele con-
demned the utterances, in-
sisting that Igbos and well 
meaning Nigerians who de-
sire good governance should 
not be described as being 
saboteurs.

Rather, she noted that the 
need to elect a credible lead-

er for the country informed 
the choice of  Igbos and Ni-
gerians at large to vote for a 
leader who would rescue the 
country from its bad situa-
tions.

The Obedients also fault-
ed the ex-Governor’s alleged 
claims that only PDP and 
APC were the only serious 
political parties in Nigeria, 
wondering why he failed to 
acknowledge that Nigerians 
were tired of  the two parties 
and we’re opting for Labour  
Party and other alternatives.

The CPO therefore urged 
Chief  Ihedioha to tender 
‘total and clear apology to 
Ndigbo and Nigerians at 
large’  and to retract the said 
statements in its entirety as 
well as publish his apologies 
in national newspapers, tele-
vision and radio stations.

The CPO which also 
cautioned other selfish pol-
iticians against making un-
guarded utterances against 
the popular will of  Nigeri-
ans for 2023, described Ihe-
dioha’s statements as a prod-

uct of  selfishness, sabotage 
of  his own people as well as 
his alleged love for stomach 
infrastructure.

“We had a press statement 
to answer the viral video of  
Emeka Ihedioha where he 
has relegated Nigerians and 
Ndigbo in particular. Where 
he also rubbished other par-
ties Inc Labour Party in ex-
istence in Nigeria.”

“We came together as a 
group to answer him that 
there are other parties and 
that we are not saboteurs 

because we chose to vote for 
other individuals and other 
parties outside of  PDP and 
APC.”

“And so, it is our civic 
responsibility as Nigerians 
to stand up to do what is 
right. And as CPO Abia 
State chapter, we came up 
to speak for Nigerians and 
Ndigbo that we are not sab-
oteurs”,  they said, while 
hoisting their placards and 
singing pro-Peter Obi and 
Labour Party songs.

  Peter Obi Support Groups during their meeting in Anambra State, on Monday.
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WLIN celebrates 2022 International Girl child 
day with Secondary school students

A
s the United Nations 
Development Pro-
gramme on Tuesday 

marked the 2022 Interna-
tional Day of  the Girl Child 
day, members of  Women 
Leadership Institute Network 
(WLIN), an organization 
that brings women together 
to harness their potentials so 
as to bring them into political, 
economic and even religious 
leadership celebrated the 
special day with the students 
of  Girls Secondary school 
Ikenegbu, in Owerri, the capi-
tal city of  Imo State.

The day according to Unit-
ed Nations celebrates girls 
across the globe and reiterates 
its commitment to defend 
their rights and provide op-
portunities.

The UN also said via its 
website on this year’s com-

memoration of  the Interna-
tional Day of  the Girl Child, 
that girls still face education-
al, mental challenges among 
others in this contemporary 
age.

“In these last 10 years, there 
has been increased attention 
on issues that matter to girls 
amongst governments, pol-
icymakers and the general 
public, and more opportuni-
ties for girls to have their voic-
es heard on the global stage.

“Yet, investments in girls’ 
rights remain limited and girls 
continue to confront a myriad 
of  challenges to fulfilling their 
potential; made worse by 
concurrent crises of  climate 
change, COVID-19 and hu-
manitarian conflict.

“Girls around the world 
continue to face unprece-
dented challenges to their 

education, their physical and 
mental wellness, and the pro-
tections needed for a life with-
out violence.

“Girls are ready for a dec-
ade of  acceleration forward. 
It is time for us all to stand ac-
countable – with and for girls 
– and to invest in a future that 
believes in their agency, lead-
ership and potential.

The non-governmental 
women organization, repre-
sented by its executives from 
the Imo State Chapter ad-
monished the female to be of  
good character with a modest 
physical and mental conduct 
in order to exemplary women 
in future.

In her remarks, the Coordi-
nator of  the Imo State chap-
ter of  Women Leadership 
Institute Network (WLIN), 
Dr. Mrs. Helen Echebima, 

who doubles as lecturer at 
Abia State University, Utu-
ru, advised the student Girls’ 
to represent decent girlhood. 
“The girl-child deserves her 
physical and mental wellness, 
she needs to live a life with-
out violence… girls all over 
the world in general need to 
be resourceful, creative, tena-
cious and resilient.”

“When the above are put in 
place, we see that our girls will 
be braking boundaries and 
barriers posed by stereotypes, 
statusque and exclusion.” She 
concluded.

Girls are leaders. Girls are 
change-makers. Girls are 
driving good and growth 
around the world. They are a 
fundamental source of  trans-
formational change for gen-
der equality, and technology 
is a crucial tool to support 
their work, activism and lead-
ership.

International Day of  the 
Girl Child is observed on Oc-
tober 11 every year. Interna-
tional Day of  the Girl Child 

was first observed in October 
11, 2012 by the United Na-
tions. This year commemo-
rates the 10th anniversary of  
the International Day of  the 
Girl.

Members of  Women Lead-
ership Institute Network 
(WLIN), who represented 
the organisation alongside the 
Imo state coordinator includ-
ed Lady Joy Mbagwu, Amb. 
Mercy Anyanwu and Mrs 
Chinyere Nwapa.

Girls are ready for a decade 
of  acceleration forward. It 
is time for us all to stand ac-
countable – with and for girls 
– and to invest in a future that 
believes in their agency, lead-
ership and potential. 

The day focuses attention 
on the need to address the 
challenges girls face and to 
promote girls’ empowerment 
and the fulfilment of  their 
rights.

The theme of  Internation-
al Day of  the Girl Child this 
year is: “Our time is now—
our rights, our future.”
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News

Peter Obi, best candidate for 2023, says Tinubu
betrayed Yoruba in 2015 for porridge - Afenifere insists
Y

oruba socio-po-
litical group, 
Afenifere, has fault-

ed Ondo State governor, 
Oluwarotimi Akeredolu, 
for saying the group is di-
vided over endorsement of  
Labour Party (LP) presi-
dential candidate, Peter 
Obi.

Secretary General of  
Afenifere, Chief  Sola Eb-
iseni, in a statement in 

Akure, yesterday, said the 
Ondo governor could nei-
ther speak for the Yoruba 
race nor Afenifere on en-
dorsement of  Obi ahead of  
2023 general elections.

Akeredolu, who is also 
the South West Coordi-
nator of  the presidential 
campaign of  the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC), 
has been quoted as saying: 
“Afenifere doesn’t speak 

The Executives WLIN pose with students at a school in Owerri during the 2022 International Day of the Girl Child 
celebration onT uesday.

Man remanded in prison for allegedly 
beheading 2 villagers
A 

young man, 
U g o c h u k w u 
Nwannaji has 

been remanded at Nigeria 
Correctional Centre, Afara, 
Umuahia on a 2-Count 
charges of  Murder by Abia 
State Magistrate Court, 
holden in Umuahia.

The case is Commissioner 
of  Police Vs Ugochukwu 
Nwannaji.

Nwannaji, according to 
the 2-count charges read out 
in the Court, was alleged to 
have beheaded his victims at 
Amanato Ezeukwu, Bende 
LGA and at Atomkpa, 
Isiukwuato LGA of  Abia 
State. He, according to charge, 
killed one Mercy Chukwu of  
Ezeukwu Bende LGA on 
24/9/2016 by beheading her, 
thereby committing murder 
which is in contravention of  
Section 319(1) of  Abia State 

criminal law.
The defendant was also 

alleged to have killed one 
Moses Oyai of  Otamkpa 
in   Isiukwuato LGA by 
beheading him, thereby 
committing murder in 
contravention of  Section 
319(1) of  Abia State law. The 
motion for the arraigned and 
remanding of  the defendant 
was presented to the Court by 
Barr Romanus Ese from Zone 
9 of  Nigeria Police Force and 
was accompanied by case 
files from the Investigating 
Police Officer (IPO), ASP, 
Abiodun  Olota. 

The defendant told the 
Court that he was arrested 
by community security 
(Vigilante) and the traditional 
rulers of  his community and 
handed over to the Police.

The Chief  Magistrate, 
Ugo Mkpa, said the Court 

lacked the power to grant the 
defendant bail on that matter 
and noted that the matter 
would be transferred to the 
High Court.  She adjourned 
the matter to October 25, 2022 
and ordered the defendant, 
Ugochukwu  Nwannaji to be 
remanded in the custody of  
Nigeria Correctional Centre , 
Afara Umuahia.

Speaking to Journalists 
after the matter, the son to 
one of  the beheaded victims, 
Chibuike Oyai who narrated 
how his father’s headless 
body was discovered in the 
farm in 2016, lamented that 
his father, Mr Moses Oyai 
was a plumber and the bread 
winner of  the family before 
his murder. 

He disclosed that his father 
was declared missing after he 
failed to return from work 
in 2016, adding that his 

headless body of  his father 
was later discovered in the 
bush in  decomposing state 
somewhere at Otamkpa 
Isukwuato by members of  the 
community, accompanied by 
Policemen. 

On how the suspected killer 
of  his father was eventually 
apprehended, Chibuike 
Oyai explained that the 
suspected killer of  his father 
was arrested by natives after 
he confessed his killing spree 
and other crimes. Chibuike, 
who was in tears, lamented; 
“I could not get admission 
into the university because 
my father who was supposed 
to sponsor me was killed 
gruesomely.

The House my father 
started before his death is 
now abandoned and our roof  
now licks whenever it rains. I 
demand justice”, he sobbed.

for the Yoruba people on 
the endorsement of  the 
LP presidential candidate, 
Peter Obi,” and “Afenifere 
is divided in respect of  the 
purported endorsement.”

But Ebiseni said: “While 
we have our respect for 
Governor Akeredolu and 
his colleagues of  the South-
ern Governors’ Forum, 
which he leads, on their 
stand that it is only equita-

ble that the next president 
of  Nigeria (after the eight 
years of  Buhari of  North-
ern extraction), should 
come from the South;

 “We will not lend our 
support to those who be-
tray that cause for the lu-
cre of  vice presidential 
porridge or those who see 
equity only from the paro-
chial prism of  their own 
ethnic benefits.

 “We wish to state for 
the umpteenth time, that 
Afenifere is not an apolit-
ical Yoruba sociocultural 
organisation, but from its 
inception, a political ma-
chinery, as the embodi-
ment of  the worldview of  
the Awolowo School of  
Thought on how Nigeria, a 
country of  ancient and en-
trenched nationalities, may 
best be equitably, inclusive-
ly and peacefully governed.

“These thoughts are en-
capsulated in the theory 
and practice of  true feder-
alism in its equitable and 
logical dimensions. This 
philosophy, which has 
inexorably become the 
Yoruba view, also defines 
Afenifere’s position, either 

as the initiator of  Nation-
al Democratic Coalition 
(NADECO), or on restruc-
turing and the need not to 
deny the South East their 
turn of  Nigeria presiden-
cy.”

He added: “Those who 
strive to abridge or dimin-
ish the full effect of  this 
covenant on the altar of  
partisan or cheap tribal 
interests, cannot claim to 
speak for the Yoruba, and 
Afenifere is not in competi-
tion with them.

 “The Yoruba know the 
organisation, which speaks 
for them, taking hard de-
cisions which others may 
initially despise but come 
round to embrace in the 
fullness of  time.”

         Probe 81 deaths in Anambra 
boat accident, Intersociety demands

T
he International Society 
for Civil Liberties and 
Rule of  Law (Interso-

ciety) has called for expert en-
quiry into the boat mishap that 
occurred at Ossomal/Umu-
nankwo area of  Ogbaru Local 
Government Area of  Anambra 
State on Friday that “took the 
lives of  about 81 persons.”

Intersociety which made the 
call in a statement by its prin-
cipal officers including Emeka 
Umeagbalasi, Chinwe Umeche 
Esq., Obianuju Igboeli Esq. and 
Chidinma Udegbunam Esq., 
also called for urgent rehabilita-
tion of  Atani-Ogwuikpele and 
Atani-Ozubulu roads. Recall 
that a boat with 85 passengers 
on board took off  from Onuk-
wu Bridge and was heading for 
Nkwo market, Ogbakuba when 
it unfortunately capsized at Os-
somal/Umunankwo area of  
Ogbaru with about 81 people 
reportedly death.

Reacting to the incident, In-
tersociety in its statement on 
Monday said, “It is the position 
of  the International Society for 
Civil Liberties and Rule of  Law 
(Intersociety) that the tragic 
mass deaths on Friday, 7th Oct 
2022 at Ossomal/Umunankwo 
area of  Ogbaru Local Govern-
ment Area of  Anambra State 
are beyond a mere “statement 
of  expression of  sadness or 
shock and extension of  condo-
lences to the bereaved families” 
by Chukwuma Soludo-led gov-
ernment of  Anambra State.

“Losing 81 defenceless and 
law abiding citizens of  An-
ambra origin and residency 
in a day in such preventable 
or avoidable boat mishap is 
enough to fly flag at half-mast 
or declare a state of  mourning 
and public holiday if  the au-
thorities of  Anambra State are 
truly sensitive to the safety of  
the citizenry and conscious of  
the sanctity of  human lives.

“The mass deaths also ought 
to invoke the setting up of  the 
Government ‘Expert Enquiry’ 
(“Agidigbaoto Boat Mishap 
Expert Enquiry”) to expert-
ly ascertain “what truly hap-
pened, how it happened, why it 
happened, where it happened, 
when it happened and who 
died and who survived”.

“Such Expert Enquiry 

should further provide the ac-
curacy of  facts regarding the 
environmental circumstances 
that caused the boat mishaps 
including the functionality ca-
pacity or capability of  the two 
boats involved and the individ-
ual, industrial and Government 
activities around the over-flown 
River Niger and its adjoining 
tributaries including the Urashi 
and the Iyiowa Rivers.

“The activities to be expertly 
looked into must include waste 
management around the area 
such as dumping of  refuse in 
drainages, gutters and other wa-
terways; construction of  build-
ings or other properties in wa-
terways and criminal approvals 
granted by relevant past and 
present Anambra State Govern-
ment officials. 

“The capsized Boat, locally 
known as “Agidigbaoto” was 
loaded with 85 passengers, out 
of  which 76 drowned and be-
lieved to have died and nine 
survived. This is according to 
the Anambra State Emergency 
Management Agency (SEMA) 
through its Executive Secretary, 
Chief  Paul Odenigbo, a former 
Secretary to the Government of  
Anambra State.

“It was later found on Sun-
day, 9th Oct 2022 that 16 bodies 
of  the 76 drowned defenceless 
citizens had so far been recov-
ered In 60 others still unac-
counted for. Intersociety also 
gathered that another “Flying 
Boat” had on the same day lost 
its speed and capsized leading 
to the death of  about five de-
fenseless passengers.

“Therefore, granted that the 
River-line areas of  Anambra 
State including Ogbaru and its 
rural and urban areas of  Og-
wu-Ikpele, Akili-Ogidi, Obe-
agwe, Ossomala, Ogwuanio-
cha, Umunankwo, Ogbakuba, 
Ochuche, Umuzu, Akili-Ozi-
zor, Atani, Ohita, Odekpe, Am-
iyi, Iyiowa, Ogbeukwu, Okoti 
and parts of  Okpoko have been 
seriously affected by the raging 
2022 flood menace, it is not 
enough for the present Govern-
ment of  Anambra State to ‘is-
sue sympathy message’ or ‘offer 
bread and butter and blankets 
and mats’ to flood victims and 
go home and rest.

“The government of  Anam-

bra State is called upon to ur-
gently commence rehabilitation 
of  the all-important Atani-Og-
wuikpele and the Atani-Ozub-

ulu Roads so as to appease the 
death of  81 defenseless and law 
abiding citizens that died in the 
two boat mishaps.”
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r a n c h e s  o f  t h e BA c a d e m i c  S t a f f  
U n i o n  o f  

U n i v e r s i t i e s  w i l l 
commenced it traditional 
v o t i n g  y e s t e r d a y 
(Tuesday)and it is expected 
to conclude the session 
today (Wednesday) over 
the ongoing strike by the 
union, reports gathered. 

The decision of  the 
various branches will be 
transmitted to the National 

h e  I n d u s t r i a l TTraining Fund in 
conjunction with 

the Nigeria Employers' 
Consultative Association 
on the Technical Skills 
Development Project has 
h e l d  a  g r a d u a t i o n 
ceremony for 70 trainees 
w h o  u n d e r w e n t  f o u r 
months of  training in 
T e c h n i c a l  S k i l l s 
Development Project . 

The Technical Skills 
D eve l o p m e n t  P r o j e c t 
started in 2010 and focused 
o n  t r a i n i n g  N i ge r i a n 
Youths on employable 
technical and vocational 
s k i l l s  t o  r e d u c e 
unemployment. 

T h e  T r a i n i n g 
Manager, Industrial Skills 
Training Centre, Ikeja, Mr 
Ja m e s  Fa n o p e,  w h i l e 
speaking at the event said 
that he was happy that out 
of  the 80 students admitted 
four months ago,  70 were 
graduating and had been 
trained and groomed in 
t h e i r  va r i o u s  c h o s e n 
technical and vocational 
s k i l l s  t o  f i t  i n t o  t h e 
industrial sector of  the 

ome experts have said 

Sbuilding the right skills 
for the next generation 

of  teachers will provide the 
appropriate educational 
foundation for children in 
Africa. 

This was disclosed on 
at the #NextGen Educators 
F o r u m ,  t h e m e d ,  ' T h e 
transformation of  education 
begins with teachers.' 

The discussion, held 
on zoom,  focused on various 
themes,  which included 
innovative technologies and 
pedagogies at the frontier of  
e d u c a t i o n  i n  A f r i c a , 
empowering educators to 
define new ways of  learning 
for pupils, digital equity: 
i m p l e m e n t i n g  d i g i t a l 
transformation in the areas of  
teaching and effectively 
substituting the traditional 
learning confined to four 
walls. 

The Chief  Executive 
Officer, Junior Achievement 

which the decisions will be 
convened to the NEC,” the 
source said.

It has been reported 
that the new development 
comes on the heels of  the 
meeting with the speaker of  
t h e  H o u s e  o f  
Representat ives,  Femi 
Gbajabiamila, who called 
several meetings between 
the union and the side of  
the Federal Government. 

The lead counsel to 

the partnership of  ITF with 
NECA had brought about a 
great impact in reducing 
unemployment because 
since the inception of  the 
scheme in 2010, it had 
succeeded in  t ra ining 
t h o u s a n d s  o f  y o u n g 
persons with vocational 
and technical skills.

The event ended on a 
h i g h  n o t e  w i t h  t h e 
p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e 
Certificate of  Competence 
to the students and awards 
to the best students. 

I T F  o f f e r s 

p r o g r a m m e s  i n 

Electr ical/Electronics 

Maintenance, Mechanical 

M a c h i n i n g  a n d 

Maintenance, Automobile 

Mechanic Works, Welding 

and Fabrication Works, 

Refr igerat ion and Air 

C o n d i t i o n i n g , 

I n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  a n d 

P r o c e s s  C o n t r o l , 

I n f o r m a t i o n   a n d 

C o m m u n i c a t i o n 

Technology, and Art of  

Culinary

potential, it needed to invest 
in education. 

He said, “The only 
way African countries can 
reach their full potential is by 
investing in education. By 
investing in teachers, we are 
investing in our children's 
futures, and inevitably that of  
our continent. We know there 
are numerous challenges 
educators face, and these 
discussions will  help in 
providing African solutions to 
African challenges.”

The  HP ' s  Sen ior 
Education Business Leader 
for Africa, Middle East and 
Eastern Europe, Mayank 
Dhingra, said, “The time to 
rethink and reshape the future 
of  Africa's education sector is 
now. The past few years hav e 
t h r u s t  t h e  s e c t o r  i n t o 
dramatically new ways of  
learning. It has shown us that 
we need to empower teachers 
with the right tools to ensure 
that learners have the best 
chance  a t  fu tu re -p roo f  
outcomes.” 

The court granted the 
motion on notice filed by 
the federal government, 
directing the lecturers to 
return to classrooms. 

R u l i n g  o n  t h e 
interlocutory injunction, 
the trial judge, Polycarp 
H a m m a n ,  r e s t r a i n e d 
ASUU from continuing 
with the industrial action 
pending the determination 
of  the suit filed against 
ASUU by the  federa l 
g o v e r n m e n t .
Displeased by the ruling, 
the union headed to the 
appeal court to appeal the 
ruling. 

It also filed a stay of  
execution of  the ruling of  
t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  c o u r t .
The Cour t  o f  Appeal 

P r e s i d e n t ,  A d e s o j i 
Oladimeji ,  said,  “The 
decision of  the Federal 
Government through the 
Minister of  Labour and 
Employment, Chris Ngige, 
to ignore the Academic 
Staff  Union of  Universities 
by presenting a certificate 
of  registration to other rival 
academic unions is a mere 
distraction and the divide 
and conquer method will 
pose a great threat to the 
university community”.

Adesoji also added, 
“ T h e  l e g a l  p r o c e s s 
embarked on by the federal 
government is seen as a 
joke, abuse of  office and an 
a c t i o n  t o  j e o p a r d i s e 
negotiations with ASUU 
and not with the interest of  
student's heart”. 

H e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e 
a c t i o n s  o f  N g i g e  a s 
u n p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d 
uncouth, saying it would 

institution.
“The rumour of  the 

institution's resumption is 
fake and malicious, it is a 
fiction without any iota of  
truth,” Garba said.

He emphasized that 
members of  the public, 
particularly students and 
parents should ignore such 
information.

Meanwhile, ASUU's 
P r e s i d e n t ,  P r o f . 
Emmanuel Osodeke, has 
expressed hope that the 
strike will soon be called 
off. After the union was 
briefed by Speaker, House 
of  Representatives, Femi 
G b a j a b i a m i l a ,  o n 
Monday, Osodeke said 
there was light at the end 
of  the tunnel.

Executive Council for final 
decision. 

A  h i g h l y - p l a c e d 
source within the NEC 
disclosed this in a chat with 
correspondents in Abuja on 
Tuesday. 

“We got the directive 
after the meeting with the 
s p e a k e r  y e s t e r d a y 
( M o n d a y ) .  T h e 
intervention was timely. 
Branches will vote between 
today and tomorrow after 

economy. 
Fanapo  said, “The 

s tudents  are  ready to 
launch into the world to 
actualise their dreams 
through what they have 
learnt either by becoming 
self-employed or applying 
to organisations that are in 
line with their field.”

T h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  
Research and Curriculum 
D e v e l o p m e n t  
Department, Mr Zaccaria 
Piwuna, who represented 
the Director General of  
ITF,  Joseph Ari ,  a lso 
commended the efforts of  
the training manager and 
other technical officials that 
took the students through 
the last four months, saying 
they  had  con t r ibu ted 
t o w a r d s  r e d u c i n g 
unemployment in Nigeria. 

M r  T h o m p s o n 
Akpabio who represented 
the Director-General of  
N E C A ,  u r g e d  t h e 
graduating students on the 
need to build more on the 
skills they acquired at the 
institute to push them 
ahead. 

He further stated that 

Africa, Simi Nwogugu, stated 
that educators needed to be 
equipped with the right set of 
skills to adapt to the needs of  
the students in a learning 
environment.

She said, “Educators 
need to understand that their 
traditional role as expert 
imparting knowledge has 
evolved to that of  guide 
fac i l i t a t ing  knowledge -
acquisition, design thinking 
and critical reasoning skills in 
their students. To do this 
e f f e c t i v e l y,  e d u c a t o r s 
t h e m s e l ve s  n e e d  t o  b e 
equipped with these and other 
emotional intelligence skills 
to be able to continually adapt 
to the needs of  the students 
under their charge. Forums 
like this help steer all of  us in 
the education sector in the 
right direction for how best to 
empower teachers to be more 
effective in the classroom.” 

The Chief  Executive 
at Teach for Nigeria, Folawe 
Omikunle, stated that for 
Afr ica  to  reach i t s  fu l l 

ASUU, Femi Falana, SAN 
had also explained that the 
strike would be over in a 
few days. 

A S U U  h a d  o n 
Monday, February 14, 2022 
embarked on a strike over 
what the union described as 
t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t  t o  m e e t 
lingering demands of  the 
union.

The minister of  labour 
and employment, Chris 
N g i g e  a f t e r  w h a t  h e 
d e s c r i b e d  a s  “ f a i l e d 
negotiations” dragged the 
striking lecturers to the 
National Industrial Court. 

T h e  N a t i o n a l 
Industrial Court had on 21 
September ordered ASUU 
to call off  the strike. 

o m e  N i g e r i a n 

Sstudents have said the 
registration of  the 

two new academic unions; 
the Congress of  Nigerian 
University Academics and 
the Nigerian Association of  
M e d i c a l  a n d  D e n t a l 
Academics is a threat to the 
Nigerian university system. 

According to reports 
gathered from last week, 
the Federal Government 
through the  Minister of  
Labour and Employment, 
Chris Ngige, presented 
certificates of  registration 
to CONUA and NAMDA. 

However, the National 
Association of  University 
Students, South West, 
insisted that CONUA and 
NAMDA would pose a 
g r e a t e r  t h r e a t  t o 
universities' progress. 

A statement signed by 
the NAUS Southwest Vice-

he management of  TBayero University, 
Kano (BUK) has 

debunked reports that the 
institution has fixed a 
r e s u m p t i o n  d a t e  f o r 
academic activities.

BUK was closed down 
in line with the strike 
e m b a r k e d  u p o n  i n 
February by the Academic 
S t a f f  U n i o n  o f  
Universities (ASUU).

Lamara Garba, the 
i n s t i t u t i o n ' s  D e p u t y 
Registrar, Public Affairs, 
in a statement on Monday, 
enjoined students, parents, 
and the public to disregard 
the information making 
the rounds in the state on 
the resumption date of  the 

o r d e r e d  t h e  s t r i k i n g 
lecturers to “immediately” 
call off  the eight months 
strike, having struck out 
ASUU's application for a 
stay of  execution of  the 
lower court's order. 

It said it was within 
ASUU's right to appeal the 
decision of  the industrial 
court. 

Agreeing with the 
f e d e r a l  g ove r n m e n t ' s 
a rgument  tha t  ASUU 
c a n n o t  a p p r o a c h  t h e 
appellate court with “dirty 
hands”, the panel held, 
“should the applicant fail to 
obey the order (of  the lower 
court), the leave granted 
shall  be automatically 
vacated.”

jeopardise the negotiation 
process with ASUU. 

Students and well-
meaning Nigerians also 
took to their social media 
platforms to express their 
displeasure.

Our correspondent 
also spoke to students from 
d i f f e r e n t  f e d e r a l 
institutions. 

Likewise, 200 level 
student of  History at the 
Universi ty of  Ibadan, 
Tijani Abdulkabeer, said, 
“CONUA can't solve the 
i s s u e  o f  t h e  o n g o i n g 
industrial actions because 
they are just a faction of  the 
academics and do not 
occupy up to one-third of  
the federal institutions in 
Nigeria and will also have 
the same issues that ASUU 
is currently facing now in 
the near future.” 

A  g r a d u a t e  o f  
International Relations 
f r o m  t h e  O b a f e m i 
Awo l owo  U n ive r s i t y, 
Damilola Adebowale, who 
was unable to go for his 
NYSC as a result of  the 
o n g o i n g  s t r i k e ,  s a i d 
freedom of  association was 
a human right. However, 
added that the new union 
would have negative effects 
on students. 

He said, ''CONUA has 
always been in OAU and 
yet the school is on strike. 
The association has a lot of  
work to do to build their 
relevance and it is going to 
take years, not anytime 
soon.'' 

 Ano the r   500 - l ev e l 
student of  Metallurgical and 
M a t e r i a l  E n g i n e e r i n g , 
University of  Lagos, Toluwani 
Sopeju, said, ''A new union is 
only possible if  the demands of  
ASUU is met because the other 
unions can't also function well 
without being paid unless the 
new unions have decided to 
work without being paid.'' 

Strike: ASUU branches continues voting today

ITF, NECA graduate 70 trainees 

CONUA, NAMDA threat to varsities'
future – Students 

Experts urge govt to improve teachers'
skills 

Bayero University debunks
rumour of resumption



News

T
he government of  
Imo state has released 
a statement through 

its cCmmissioner for Infor-
mation and Strategy Declan 
Emelumba on the detention 
of  a staff  of  thee Imo Broad-
casting Corporation, who 
was detained by the Depart-
ment of  State Services (DSS) 
over the airing of  a subversive 
song against the state gover-
nor Hope Uzodimma. 

The Commissioner said 
in the statement tittled DE-
TENTION OF IBC STAFF 
BY DSS: THE  FACTS  said, 
“In the past few days, the so-
cial media have been awash 
with demands for the release 
of  one Casmir Chinonye 
Uzomah, a staff  of  the Imo 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(IBC),who was arrested by 
the Department of  State Ser-
vices (DSS) for airing on the 
IBC radio station, Orient 
FM, a criminal, libelous and 
extremely subversive song 
against His Excellency, Sen 
Hope Uzodimma, the gov-
ernor of  Imo state, while on 
duty at the radio station. That 
was on August 04, 2022.
Some of  those ignorantly call-

Blood sucker song: Imo govt releases statement
confirming state of IBC Staff 

ing for his release have gone 
far enough to baselessly claim 
that he was detained on the 
orders of  the state govern-
ment.
For the avoidance of  doubt, 
neither Imo state government 
nor Imo Broadcasting Cor-
poration is responsible for 
the arrest of  the said Casmir 
Chinonye Uzomah. He was 
arrested by the DSS for airing 
subversive material capable of  
threatening national security.

The DSS has confirmed 
that upon his arrest he made 
a written confession that the 
said offensive and  damaging 
song he aired was given to 
him by some collaborators , 
in a flash drive, and he duly 
smuggled same into IBC stu-
dio and willfully caused it to 
be aired, in violation of  the 
terms of  his employment and 
the ethics of  the broadcast in-
dustry.

This seditious and highly 
subversive song described the 
governor of  the state, His Ex-
cellency, Senator Hope Uzo-
dimma as a murderer, a vam-
pire and sucker of  blood.  I

t was as bad as that, and in-
deed worse.  Yet an employee 

Transition Chairman ISLGA, Hon Mrs Amaka Obi, Nnobi Community Women Leader, Lady Grace Ugoigwe with other 
dignitaries during the woman summit.

Nnobi Women tasked on Girl-child Education, complete 
major projects in community
By Uzo Ugwunze

T
he Women Wing, 
Nnobi Welfare Or-
ganization (Inyom 

Nnobi) has been tasked to 
invest on the education of  
the girl-child adding that ed-
ucating a girl child implies 
educating a nation.

Inyom Nnobi also 
launched an Almanac 
which contained the com-
missioning pictures of  a 
completed Nylon facto-
ry, Potable water borehole 
with overhead tanks and 
ultramodern toilet facilities 
which were established dur-
ing the tenure of  the outgo-
ing Lady Grace Ugoigwe 
(Ugochinyerenwanyi) led 
executives. Speaking dur-
ing the 2022 Inyom Nnobi 
Women Summit which held 
at Central School Umuru, 
Nnobi, Idemili South Local 
Government Area (ISL-

GA), Anambra State, the IS-
LGA Transition Chairman, 
Mrs Amaka Obi (Iyom Ide-
mili) said that gone were 
days when women were ne-
glected.

 Mrs Obi who also repre-
sented the All Progressive 
Grand Alliance (APGA) 
candidate for Idemili North 
and South Federal constit-
uency, Chief  Ikenna Iyieg-
bu (Ike Cubana) noted that 
women play vital roles in the 
family and society at large. 

“Educate a man, you ed-
ucated one person but edu-
cate a woman, you educated 
a generation. Women are 
not inferior to men. They are 
capable of  sharing family, 
political and socio-econom-
ic responsibilities as men. 

“The progress of  a na-
tion depends upon the way 
mothers raise their children 
in the ways of  the Lord 
teaching them good morals 

of  the government had the au-
dacity to air the song in a state 
owned radio station. If  that 
does not qualify for the height 
of  impudence and willful 
subversion then anything else 
can. 

That was a clear case of  
criminal libel against a man 
who has never been accused 
of  a high crime nor convicted 
by a court of  law. The aim, of  
course, was not just to dispar-
age the governor but to mali-
ciously damage his reputation 
and to incite the public against 
the government.

Those who glibly talk of  
freedom and democracy in 
this matter are either igno-
rant of  the potential crime of  

treason committed by Casmir 
Chinonye Uzomah or they 
are being hopelessly mischie-
vous.

Indeed it may not be far 
from the truth to conclude 
that those in the forefront of  
the clamour for his release 
may indeed know how he 
came about the offensive 
song. This may well explain 
why they want him out of  the 
hook fast enough so that they 
can obstruct further chances 
of  getting to the root of  who 
did what and why 

It is instructive to note 
that apart from sabotaging 
his employers, Casmir Chi-
nonye Uzomah also incurred 
the wrath of  the National 

Broadcasting Commission 
(NBC), which queried IBC 
for breaching its code. These 
are the weighty issues at stake 
for which the DSS is carefully 
trying to get to its remote and 
immediate motives. 

And from the explanation 
given by the DSS, the co-con-
spirators, indicated by Mr 
Uzomah, in his statement, 
have been on the run. The 
DSS insists that they have to 
be apprehended and ques-
tioned alongside Casmir Chi-
nonye Uzomah to establish 
their sinister motive. 

It is therefore important 
that while we exercise the 
right to call for the release of  
a detainee, we must not sweep 

under the carpet the  need to 
first establish the motive for 
the suspect’s action, who his 
hasty released will most likely 
jeopardise  investigations.

A man who, acting in col-
laboration with some un-
scrupulous elements, could 
brazenly use a government’s 
station to incite the public 
against the Governor of  the 
state, can as well plan to do 
something more dangerous 
using the same gang. This is 
why we think the DSS is right 
in insisting that it’s important 
and urgent that he should 
help them track down his col-
laborators so that the motive 
behind their action can be un-
raveled and judiciously rested.

and how to become respon-
sible citizens. 

“This can happen when 
the girl-child is well educat-
ed, acquires certain skills, is 
economically empowered 
and given equal opportunity 
as their male counterparts”, 
said Mrs Obi. 

She further pleaded with 
the women to continue pray-
ing for Solution Governor 
Chukwuma Soludo of  An-
ambra State who had start-
ed constructing roads in less 
than four months in office 
urging them to vote mas-
sively for APGA candidates 
during upcoming elections. 

Moreover, the Inyom 
Nnobi President, Lady 
Grace Ugoigwe after thank-
ing the women for their 
support during the last four 
years of  her leadership 
prayed that the adminis-
tration coming after them 
would achieve more feats. 
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“We undertook projects 
worth millions of  naira. We 
established a Nylon facto-
ry near Nnobi Town Hall, 
constructed water borehole 
and modern toilets at Afor 
Nnobi market with the help 
of  Illustrious sons of  Nno-
bi,” said Lady Ugoigwe. The 
trio of  Mrs Ngozi Ezeimo, 
Mrs Patricia Ezenabo (Col-
lege Umuagbala) and Chief  
Mrs Ifeyinwa Nnekwelugo 
(Odiukonamba Nnobi) who 
were the Women Quarters 
leaders of  Ngo, Ebenesi and 
Awuda Quarters respective-
ly eulogized the sponsor of  
the projects.

 “Nnobi women shall ever 
remain grateful to God and 
our dearly beloved Chief  
Emeka Agbanari (Ike Nno-
bi) who single handedly 
sponsored the Nylon factory 
with over 7million naira. 

“We also thank Igwe Engr. 
Nich Obi and wife Ocheze 

A 
Lagos State Special 
Offences Court, Ike-
ja, has convicted and 

sentenced an Italian woman, 
Floriana De Stefani, to three 
years’ imprisonment for lay-
ing claim to property belong-
ing to a company, Waterside 
Properties Limited.

Justice Mojisola Dada, 
who handed down the ver-
dict on Friday, gave her a fine 
option of  N50m.

According to the court, 
the widow used forged doc-
uments to claim where she 
was a tenant following the 
demise of  her husband, Mr 
Luca Signorelli.

She was found guilty of  
count six of  the charges bor-
dering on the use of  false 
documents and counterfeit 
seals, which she used to con-
fer ownership of  the proper-
ty on herself.

Initially, De Stefani was 
arraigned on five counts on 
March 30, 2019, and later 
re-arraigned on six counts of  
amended charges, as the Eco-
nomic and Financial Crimes 
Commission dropped the 
criminal charge against a 
co-defendant, Stella Ogboru.

The convict was charged 
with offences bordering on 
forgery, stealing of  property 
and use of  false documents 
and counterfeit seals.

One of  the amended 
charges read, “That you, 
Floriana De-Stefani, some-

time in 2015, within the Ikeja 
Judicial Division of  this hon-
ourable court, dishonestly 
converted for your use prop-
erty known and situated at 
No.14A/B Warring Road, 
Ikoyi, Lagos, property of  
Waterside Properties Limit-
ed.

Another count read, “That 
you, Floriana De-Stefani, 
sometime in 2015 in Lagos, 
within the Ikeja Judicial Di-
vision of  this honourable 
court, with dishonest inten-
tion, forged documents titled, 
‘Deed Of  Assignment’ dated 
1983, allegedly prepared by 
Rosamond O. Bakare: pur-
ported to have been entered 
between Mr E.A. Lowo on 
behalf  of  Waterside Proper-
ties Limited, on the first part, 
and late Lucas Signorelli and 
Mrs Floriana De-Stefani, on 
the second part.”

She pleaded not guilty 
to the charges as trial com-
menced in 2019.

Counsel for the convict, 
Babatunde Ogungbamila, 
pleaded for mercy, saying the 
aged Italian and widow was 
a first-time offender who was 
misled by her former lawyer.

Justice Dada also ordered 
the release of  the property to 
Waterside Properties Limit-
ed within three weeks.

She was given an ultima-
tum of  three weeks to pay 
the fine or else serve the jail 
term.

Nigerian Court jails Italian widow over 
property claims
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Erosion, Illegal structures on drainages cause
of flood disaster - BMIM President
By Uzo Ugwunze

T
he recent cause of  
flood disaster which 
destroyed cars and 

goods worth millions of  naira 
at Building Materials Interna-
tional Market (BMIM), Ogi-
di, Anambra State has been 
attributed to a gully erosion 
site behind the market and the 
indiscriminate construction 
of  illegal structures, shops 
and shanties on drainage out-
lets around the market. 

It was a pathetic sight as the 
traders were counting losses 
over the submerging of  some 
cars and shopping plazas 
around the market by flood. 
According to them this was 
not the first time of  such ex-
perience but the recent heavy 
rainfall compounded the 
problem in the market. 

Narrating their ordeals, 
the President-General of  the 
market, Chief  Jude Nwank-
wo (Ochendo Umuawulu) 
who took journalists on a 
tour of  the market to assess 
the level of  damage described 
the incident as unfortunate. 

However, Nwankwo noted 
that such disaster could have 
been averted if  some private 
land developers had not built 

structures and shanties on 
the drainage outlet construct-
ed by the market under his 
watch.

He further called on Gov-
ernor Chukwuma Soludo 
and the Commissioners for 
works and Housing to probe 
the allocation of  lands to pri-
vate developers around the 
market. 

Nwankwo further appealed 
for the State government to 
carry out a reclamation exer-
cise on the gully erosion site 
behind the Ogidi building ma-
terial market which remotely 
serves as the source of  the 
flood during heavy rain down 
pour. 

“The man made problem 
by some members of  the mar-
ket who build on drainage is 
the major factor of  this disas-
ter. 

“I am pleading to the Gov-
ernor to embark on a dem-
olition exercise of  shanties 
and illegal structures in and 
around the market as has 
been carried out in other 
flood prone areas in the state.

“All attempt made to per-
suade the developers of  these 
property and land have been 
met with stiff  resistance so I 
can only appeal to the Gov-

Middle, Anambra state Governor, Prof Charles Soludo with his entourage during the road inspection in Awka, Nnewi, Isuaniocha.

Anambra boat mishap: Obiano condoles 
Soludo, victims’ families 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

T
he immediate past 
governor of  Anambra 
State, Chief  Willie 

Obiano, has expressed his 
condolences to the State 
Governor, Chukwuma 
Soludo over a boat mishap 
involving 85 persons in the 
Ogbaru Local Government 
Area of  the State. 

In his condolence message 
made avaliable to Journalists 
in Onitsha, on Monday, by his 
media aide, Tony Nezianya, 
Obiano said:  “I sympathise 
with the Government and 
families of  the victims of  the 
accident.

“This incident has added to 
the ugly situation following 
the huge deadly flooding that 
has displaced people from 
their homelands, washing 
away houses and farmlands. 

“The flooding has also 
wreaked havoc in Anambra 
East and West,  Ayamelum 
as well as Ogbaru areas of  the 
state. “I have been informed 
that many have died as a 
result of  displacements by the 
raging floodwaters, as well 
as farmlands, that have been 
washed away. 

“I urge the Government 
to take steps to tackle the 
emergency head-on. ‘’I call 
on the Federal Government 
to offer leadership at this 
point to mitigate the disaster 
by ensuring the speedy 
release of  ecological funds 
in supporting the state in 
tackling the emergency. 

“Diligent intervention by 
all stakeholders will no doubt 
reduce the burden imposed 

by this disaster,  while 
deliberate efforts must begin 
in the implementation of  a 
permanent solution to the 
disaster. 

‘’It is Climate change 
that has now combined to 
worsen this yearly disaster . 
‘’I share the grief  of  victims 
of  the emergency, who 
should endeavor to follow the 
Government’s wise counsel 

to evacuate to safety until the 
floodwaters recede.’’ 

“May we remember in our 
prayers all those that have 
so far died as a result of  the 
flooding raving our state over 
the past couple of  weeks.’’ 
Apart from the Cameroonian 
Dam that releases excess 
water from its facility, other 
Nigerian Dams like Kainji 
also released their water, 
Obiano noted.

We have no plans to disrupt
 election in igbolanI - IPOB 

T
he Indigenous Peo-
ple of  Biafra (IPOB) 
has said that it has no 

plan to disrupt election in Ig-
boland in 2023. The media 
and publicity secretary of  the 
group, Emma Powerful, in a 
press statement said there is 
no truth in any information 
circulating on alleged plans to 
disrupt the election in 2023 in 
Igboland.

The group rather accused 
the federal government of  
masterminding insecurity in 
the South East, with the hope 
of  causing fear and accusing 
IPOB of  their deeds. A recent 
video of  a breakaway mem-
ber of  IPOB, Mr Simon Ekpa 
recently surfaced on the inter-

net, where he said the group 
would not let any election be 
held in Biafraland. Powerful 
said: “The IPOB leadership 
has for the umpteenth time 
stated unequivocally that part 
of  our modus operandi in our 
agitation for freedom has nev-
er been, is not and will not be 
violent agitation.

“This explains our consist-
ent demand for the UN to 
organise a Referendum in the 
Biafran territory for the Bia-
fran people to determine their 
destiny. To this effect, IPOB 
is neither contemplating nor 
will it encourage or sponsor 
anyone or group to disrupt 
Nigeria’s shambolic selection 
process called election. 

ernment to intervene other-
wise the situation may degen-
erate into a bigger problem as 
it is.”

“I believe that Soludo’s 
administration is friendly to 
commerce and traders in An-
ambra and I am confident that 
measures will be taken to fore-
stall future occurrence. 

“I urge for calm and sym-
pathize with the traders who 
are members of  the market, 
I am appealing for Govern-
ment intervention especially 

in the area if  reclamation of  
land behind the market  be-
ing washed away by erosion 
resulting into a gully  which 
serves as reservoir for the 
flood,” said Nwankwo.

Mrs Amaka  Chetalu, a  
trader at the market lamented 
that cars and goods running 
into millions were badly dam-
aged by the flood.”

The experience was very 
bad to the extent it submerged 
most of  the shops, this is the 
third time but this one was the 

worst”.
“Goods worth millions and 

six cars were badly damaged 
by the flood which lasted for 
hours,” she said. 

Also, Emeka Ossai a plumb-
ing materials dealer pointed 
out that if  nothing is done to 
address the ugly situation by 
relevant authorities it could 
amount to a lack of  respect 
for lives and properties of  law 
abiding taxpayers who expect 
government to proffer solu-

tions to the economic, health 
and environmental challenges 
affecting its citizenry. 

“It’s is unfair  that despite 
payment of  our tax and levies 
previous administration has 
failed to construct drainage 
in our markets that can mit-
igate this kind of  flood, but 
we hope the new administra-
tion will do better by showing 
more concern to the plight of  
traders who contribute a large 
amount of  revenue to govern-
ment coffers,” said Ossai.

New Niger Bridge ready in 2024
 – Federal Works Comptroller
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he new Second Bridge 
across the Niger at 
Onitsha will now 

be ready for use by early 
2024. The Acting Federal 
Controller of  Works in An-
ambra State, Seyi Martins, 
dropped the hint in Onitsha 
while conducting the visiting 
members of  the Council for 
Regulation of  Engineering 
in Nigeria (COREN) at the 
bridge site at the weekend. 
The acting Controller dis-
closed that work has already 
reached 95 per cent comple-
tion. He pointed out the final 
asphalt surfacing on the Asa-
ba-bound carriageway lane 
as the only part remaining to 
be completed.

That the first phase of  the 
project, which was the bridge 
proper, has been substantial-
ly completed. He said the 
asphalt wearing course had 
been fully laid on the Onit-
sha-bound carriageway lane 
and that every other thing 
about the bridge, including 
the streetlights, the handrails, 
and the parapet wall were all 
now ready. 

Martins said the bridge is 
about 1.7km and is made a 
dual carriageway with three 
lanes on both sides measur-
ing about 1.6km in length 
while the total length of  the 

project was 11.9km.
He stated that the roads 

were set for vehicle traffic, 
while the toll plaza area was 
nearing completion and that 
the installation of  toll booth 
canopies were the only thing 
remaining. 

According to Martins, 
“The bridge project is 95 per 
cent complete and it is ex-
pected to be delivered by the 
end of  December 2022 but 
there is a second phase which 
is a 3.3km road approach on 
the Delta side and 7km of  the 
approach road on the Anam-
bra side that are yet to com-
mence...”

He said the bridge could 
be accessed from the inter-
change at Oba on the Onit-
sha-Owerri Expressway and 
that a road was being con-
structed to connect traffic on 
the Asaba-Benin expressway 
to it pending the completion 
of  the second phase. 

“The second phase of  the 
project is yet to commence, 
but the government has 
deemed it fit that upon com-
pletion of  the first phase, it 
will be open to traffic. “At the 
Onitsha end, there is an in-
terchange at Oba, where you 
can access the bridge and on 
the Asaba end, there is a link 
road we are constructing to 
enable travelers to access the 
bridge from Benin-Onitsha 
road,” he said.

“IPOB has constantly made 
it public that we have no in-
terest in and cannot legitimise 
the aberration they call elec-
tion in Nigeria. 

“We are a focused, deter-
mined and disciplined free-
dom-fighting movement, not 
political thugs and IPOB is 
devoted to the cause of  liber-
ating our people from subju-
gation and from modern-day 
slavery and Neo-colonialism 
and will not allow ourselves 
to be distracted from this very 
objective.” 

The group continued that: 
“IPOB is not interested and 
will never involve ourselves 
in any Nigeria fraudulent 
pre-election or post-election 
issues. Our job is to open the 
eyes of  the blinds by the gos-
pel of  truth which our leader 
has delivered already.
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Flooding to get worse in S/Eastern states – NiMet
T

he Nigeria Meteoro-
logical Agency (Ni-
Met) has said that 

States in the North-Central 
and South-Eastern zones of  
Nigeria should brace up for 
more flooding.

The director-general of  
NiMet, Professor Mansur 
Bako Matazu, stated this on 
the sideline of  the ongoing 
Hydro-meteorological status 
and outlook system (Hydro-
SOS) in Abuja on Tuesday.

The director-general while 
speaking on the current flood 
impact across the country, 
said though flooding as a 
result of  rainfall may have 
reached its peak, flooding as 
a result of  opening of  dams 
and other water holding facil-

ities would still affect States 
in North-Central and South-
East.

He said: “You remember, 
we issued the forecast in 
February and we followed 
up with the monthly updates 
that we’re going to have 
above normal rainfall in most 
part of  the country. So in 
terms of  the rainfall induced 
floods, we have seen the peak 
but remember we told you 
that this rainwater gets col-
lected into the reservoirs and 
dams, and whenever they are 
filled, it gets filled.

 “So presently 13th of  Sep-
tember, the lagoon dam was 
released. Other dams were 
also released. So what we 
are witnessing now is riverine 

Ebonyi 2023: I’m still in guber race 
- AA candidate, Nwandugo
From David Eze,
Abakaliki

T
he gubernatorial can-
didate of  the Action 
Alliance, AA in Eb-

onyi state Engr Chukwuma 
Nwandugo has declared that 
he still in the gubernatorial 
race.

Nwandugo in a statement 
issued by his campaign direc-
tor general Prince Michael 
Obasi in Abakaliki  called 
the people to disregard the 
information coming from 
some quarters that he has 
been withdrawn from guber-
natorial race.

The statement reads: “The 
attention of  Action Alliance 
Governorship Campaign Or-
ganization in Ebonyi State 
has been drawn to the ru-

mours and fake news being 
peddled around by some des-
perate politicians and sup-
porters of  a particular polit-
ical party in the state that the 
Governorship candidate of  
our party, Engr Chukwuma 
Nwandugo has withdrawn 
from the 2023 Governorship 
race”.

“The news is completely 
fake as it is the handiwork of  
some desperate politicians to 
deceive members of  the pub-
lic especially esteemed sup-
porters of  Action Alliance 
in Ebonyi State and it’s Gov-
ernorship candidate, Engr 
Chukwuma Nwandugo”.

“This is one of  the an-
tics of  some desperate and 
drowning politicians aimed 
at deceiving members of  the 
public to join their fold”

“These crop of  politicians 
are already threatened by 
the wide acceptance, mas-
sive support and solidarity 
Action Alliance and its can-
didates have continued to 
receive from Ebonyians and 
other residents of  the state 
ahead of  next year’s general 
elections”.

“We wish to state categor-
ically that the Governorship 
candidate of  our great par-
ty in Ebonyi State, Action 
Alliance, Engr Chukwuma 
Nwandugo has no intention 
to withdraw from the 2023 
Governorship race and will 
never withdraw from the 
race”.

“His Governorship ticket 
is intact and he is still very 
strong in the race”

“Ebonyians, residents of  

Peter Obi remains a national movement 
says Ohanaeze Ndigbo
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
has described Labour 
Party Presidential 

candidate, Peter Obi, as a na-
tional movement.  This was 
as the Igbo group raised the 
alarm over a possible psudo 
‘endorsement’ being cham-
pioned by a South-Eastern 
governor, for a certain pres-
idential candidate, in the 
country. 

The Secretary-General 
of  the group, Okechukwu 
Isiguzoro, stated this in a 
statement. The statement 
read, “Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
Worldwide,  advises the Igbo 
governor against using mon-
etary inducements and fake 
appointments “to lure a sec-
tion of  Ohanaeze chieftains 
to endorse an unpopular and 
despised presidential candi-
date ahead of  the popular 
choice of  Nigerians, which is 
the Labor Party Presidential 
candidate, Mr. Peter Obi.

“The desperation of  this 
South-East governor will sink 
him politically. “His stock-in-
trade is to always go contra-
ry and opposite against the 
popular position of  Ndigbo 
because he’s a poor student 
of  history. His plan to use the 
brand name of  Ohanaeze to 
play dirty politics for an un-
popular candidate, has been 
discovered and he should re-
pent or be retired from active 
politics. No amount of  per-
suasion and inducement will 
reverse the position of  Ndig-
bo in 2023. “On this note, 
Ohanaeze warns the said 
South-East governor and a 
few chieftains of  Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo not to use our name 
for monetary endorsement 
of  any Presidential candi-
date. “Ndigbo and Nigeri-
ans should know that any 
future endorsement by any 
section of  Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
is imaginary and counterfeit, 
coined by the adversaries of  
the people. “Surely, this time 

around, all the intending 
Igbo political saboteurs will 
be disgraced at the polls. 
Igbo’s position for 2023 is 
in line with Afenifere and 
Middle-Belt Forum that Mr. 
Peter Obi is Nigeria’s trend 
and movement for taking 
back Nigeria by Nigerians, 
in 2023.” The group added, 
“The Labour Party candi-
date, Mr. Peter Obi, is not an 
Igbo Presidency movement, 
but rather a Nigerian project 
anchored on capacity, com-
petence, and character. 

“This clarification has be-
come necessary for posteri-
ty’s sake. Ohanaeze enjoins 
other ethnic groups like 
Afenifere, Middle-Belt Fo-
rum and PANDEF to insist 
that the rotational presiden-
cy between North and South 
is a must for equity and fair 
play, and that fa Southern 
President should succeed 
President Buhari in 2023.

 “We applaud the respect-
ed leaderships of  Afenifere 
and Middle-Belt Forum for 
the adoption of  Mr. Peter 
Obi as the best among oth-
er Presidential candidates 
based on age, fairness, com-
petence, and track records 
of  accomplishment in gov-
ernance which have been 
assessed and verified by Ni-
gerians.

 “This is the height of  
nationalism and patriotism 
by the leadership of  the 
Southern and Middle Belt 
Forum. “We urge the Ondo 
Governor Akeredolu and 
his South-East counterpart 
to remember that Afenifere 
elders mean well for Nigeria 
and Obi’s Presidency will 
favor the Yoruba people and 
Northern Nigeria.

“Nigeria has departed 
from the era of  the Yoruba 
Presidency, Fulani Presiden-
cy, Igbo Presidency, or the 
Ijaw Presidency, sectional-
ism. And ethnicity has been 
defeated as it remains the 
cause of  corrupt govern-
ments.”

the state, supporters of  our 
party and that of  our Gov-
ernorship candidate as well 
as members of  the public 
are advised to disregard the 
rumours as it is nothing but 
fake news manufactured by 
desperate politicians to cre-
ate confusion and tension 
in our party and among our 
supporters both within and 
outside the state”.

“Action Alliance is very 
committed to its ideology 
and the task of  delivering 
good governance to the peo-
ple of  Ebonyi State in 2023. 
Our Governorship candi-
date and all other candidates 
of  our party will live up to 
their campaign promises if  
elected in next year’s general 
election”, he statement stat-
ed.

L-R: Dr. Mrs. Helen Echebima, Mrs Chinyere Nwapa,  Lady Joy Mbagwu,  Amb. Mercy Anyanwu and two school teachers 
during the 2022 International Day of the Girl Child on Tuesday.

flooding. And from the infor-
mation we are gettiing, we 
are going to see more flood. 
And now the rains is concen-
trating on the North Central 
and the Southern states. So 
that will be a combination of  
short duration, high intensity 
rain, with riverine flooding. 
We are going to see more of  
these floods in the north cen-
tral states as we have seen in 
Kogi and also south eastern 
and southwestern states as 
we are beginning to see in 
Anambra and some of  parts 
of  Southwest.”

While speaking on the Hy-
droSOS workshop hosted by 
the Nigerian Meteorological 
Agency in collaboration with 
the Nigerian Hydrological 
Services Agency (NIHSA) 
with the total support of  the 
United Kingdom Centre 7 
for Ecology and Hydrology 
(UKCEH) and World Me-
teorological Organisation 
(WMO), the NiMET di-
rector-general said: “it is no 
longer news to anyone here 

that water-related hazards 
and threats has become a 
global challenge in the face 
of  a changing climate cou-
pled with population growth 
and increasing socio-eco-
nomic activities.

 “Every year water-related 
hazard affects millions of  
people globally and cause 
damages to properties worth 
billions of  Dollars. It is ex-
pected that water-associated 
risks are going to intensify in 
the coming years as the full 
weight of  climate change be-
gin to bear on our earth.

 “In Africa, water-relat-
ed hazards such as flood, 
drought have become a ma-
jor cause of  food insecurity, 
strains on livelihoods, health 
risks and conflicts in many 
parts of  the continent.

“Water-related challeng-
es facing governments at all 
levels include securing water 
supplies, designing appropri-
ate water governance sche-
matic, sustaining the man-
agement of  transboundary 

basins, managing flood and/
or drought as well as ensuring 
the protection and conserva-
tion of  our ecosystem. It has 
been observed that one of  the 
major factors to effectively 
manage water resources and 
address some of  the above 
challenges is the availability 
of  hydrometeorological infor-
mation and products targeted 
to serve the needs of  the dif-
ferent sectors.”

Also speaking at the event, 
the Minister of  Aviation, 
who was represented by the 
Rector of  the Nigeria Col-
lege of  Aviation Technology 
(NCAT) Zaria, Capt. Ab-
dulsalam Mohammed, said: 
“this workshop is timely as it 
intends to address and proffer 
solutions to global challenges 
associated with Hydro-mete-
orological hazards (risks) es-
pecially as it relates to Africa 
and particularly Nigeria.

“Over the years, the man-
agement and distribution of  
water resources as well as mit-
igation of  water-related haz-

ards and disasters has been 
challenging for government 
at all levels, globally. Some-
times, this may be attributed 
to deficiency of  hydromete-
orological information dur-
ing planning in times past 
exacerbated by the impacts of  
changing climate.

 “The deficiency of  infor-
mation can be linked to insuf-
ficient local-scale data, a lack 
of  regional to global coher-
ence in hydrological informa-
tion and modelling systems, 
limited dialogue between the 
multitudes of  actors, which 
renders the understanding of  
stakeholders’ water manage-
ment needs unclear.

 “As a result of  these short-
falls, water managers and 
stakeholders cannot proper-
ly assess the availability of  
water resources on different 
spatio-temporal scales. Thus, 
the need to have hydrologi-
cal information and products 
that are impact-based, de-
mand-driven and users spe-
cific.”



he North-East Joint TT a s k  F o r c e , 
Damaturu, Yobe 

State has handed 98 parcel 
of  cannabis sativa worth 
N 4 . 9  m i l l i o n  t o  t h e 
N a t i o n a l  D r u g  L a w 
Enforcement Agency. 

T h e  S e c t o r 
C o m m a n d e r ,  M a j o r 
General Koko Isoni, stated 
this while handing over the 
seized substances to the 
Agency on Monday in 
Damaturu. 

Represented by his 
Chief  of  Staff, Brigadier 
General Umar Mu'azu, the 
C o m m a n d e r  s a i d  t h e 
substances were seized on 
October 7, 2022 by troops 
of  the 159 Battalion in 
G e i d a m  L o c a l 
Government Area of  the 
state. 

“It was abandoned 
by the courier including the 

h e  D e l t a  S t a t e TPolice Command 
has arrested three 

nurses at a private hospital 
in Asaba, the state capital.

Reports gathered that 
the hospital had confirmed 
dead a newborn brought by 
the parents for treatment on 
Sunday.

The  nex t  day,  the 
family reportedly brought 
back the child, alleging that 
his eyes, nose and ear had 
been removed.

h e  p e o p l e  o f  TNdegwu in Owerri 
West LGA of  Imo 

State have been thrown into 
s h o c k  a n d  m o u r n i n g 
following the horrendous 
lightning that struck and 
allegedly killed two persons 
and injured four others on 
Monday evening during 
heavy rainfall.

T h e  v i c t i m s , 
Mr.Emeka Gerald Mbah, a 
3 9 - y e a r - o l d  f r o m 
Umuejekaubi Umuahum 
Ndegwu, and his friend, 
Mr.Chigbumkpa Ernest 
Odionyenma, 36-year-old 
from Umuadi Umuogwuta 
in Ndegwu Community, 
died instantly when the 
thunder str uck during 
heavy rain at about 5 pm.

Mr. Stanley Opara, an 
e y e w i t n e s s ,  t o l d  o u r 
correspondent that the 

amily members of  a F40-year-old man, 
Adebiyi Ogunyele, 

have accused the Onigua of  
I g g u a ,  O b a  T a l a b i 
Dosunmu, and some chiefs 
in the Yewa North Local 
Government Area of  Ogun 
State of  killing him. 

It was gathered that 
Adebiyi, an herbalist, was 
a l l eged  to  have  been 
possessed by a spirit known 
as Jemego. 

According to residents, 
it is believed that anyone 
possessed by the spirit is a 
danger to his community. 

A youth leader in the 
a r e a ,  w h o  s p o k e  o n 
condition of  anonymity, 
said the deceased was 
accused of  using the spirit 
to kill infants.

He said, “Adebiyi's 
brother, Oladele, said a 
particular chief  called him 
and said Adebiyi was 
possessed by Jemego and 
that he would be dealt with. 

“ T h e  n e x t  d a y , 
September 16, 2022, we 
heard that some men from 
the chief ' s  compound 
arrested Adebiyi and he 
was taken to the chief's 
house, where he was tied to 
a pillar and tortured. 

“Later, he was taken to 
the palace of  Oba Talabi 
Dosunmu, the Onigua of  
Iggua ,  where  he  was 
further beaten and tortured 
and tied to a pillar.

“Oba Dosunmu, after 
a c c u s i n g  A d e b i y i  o f  
c a u s i n g  e v i l  i n  t h e 
community which led to 
the death of  children, 

mor n ing,  the  pa ren t s 
brought the baby, accusing 
the hospital of  removing 
the baby's eyes, nose and 
ears. They came with the 
police, who arrested some 
nurses at the hospital.”

The state Police Public 
Relations Officer, DSP 
Bright Edafe, confirmed the 
ar res t  o f  the  medica l 
workers.

He said, “It is true, but I 
have not got the details of  
t h e  i n c i d e n t .  We  g o t 
information that the child 
was delivered in another 
hospital, but was referred to 
the hospital where he died. 
T h e  c o r p s e  h a s  b e e n 
deposited in a mortuary, so 
investigation is ongoing.”

A relative, Adesina 
Alabi, said the case was 
reported at the Eggua 
Police Station. 

Oba Dosunmu, when 
contacted,  denied the 
allegations. 

He said, “All these 
accusations against me 
over the death of  Adebiyi, I 
know nothing about them. 
I did not order the killing of  
anyone. There was nothing 
of  that sort.” 

The Ogun State Police 
Public Relations Officer, 
SP Abimbola Oyeyemi, 
said the Commissioner of  
Police, Lanre Bankole, had 
directed the homicide 
section to handle the case. 

He said, “The case was 
reported by the victim's 
brother to the police at 
Eggua Police Station and 
since then we have not seen 
him. The CP has directed 
the homicide section to 
take charge of  the case. 

“Our men went to the 
palace and investigated, 
but the complainant was 
nowhere to be found for 
arrest to occur because we 
want more information 
from him. 

“The absence of  the 
complainant is what has 
stalled the progress of  
investigation by the police.

“It is rather unfortunate 
that the family of  the 
deceased have gone ahead 
to bury the corpse when we 
have not conducted an 
autopsy. This is one of  the 
troubling issues here.” 

vehicle conveying the 
consignment when he saw 
the patrol team,” he said.

In his remarks, the 
State Commandant of  the 
Agency, Aliyu Yahaya, 
commended the army for 
the gesture, adding that 
each parcel of  Cannabis 
costs N50,000. 

Represented by the 
D e p u t y  S t a t e 
Commandant, Ogar Peter, 
Yahaya appreciated the 
s y n e r g y  b e t we e n  t h e 
security agencies in the 
state. 

“We are pleased to 
receive this exhibit. The 
gesture demonstrates the 
synergy that exists between 
the security agencies in the 
state,” he said, adding the 
Nigerian Army has been 
committed to curve drug 
peddling in the state. 

A source at the hospital 
said, “The parents brought 
the child to the hospital on 
S u n d a y  e v e n i n g . 
Immediately, our children 
doctor  (paediatr ic ian) 
looked at the child and 
confirmed him dead after 
all efforts to bring the 
newborn back to life failed.

 “ T h e  h o s p i t a l 
discharged them and both 
the father and mother 
carried the child away. 
Surprisingly on Monday 

deceased were both married 
with kids and until their 
s u d d e n  d e m i s e  w e r e 
members of  the Assemblies 
of  God Church at Ndegwu.

He said the two victims 
and four others were hired 
to work as laborers at a 
building site in Umuogwuta 
village in Ndegwu when 
l i g h t n i n g  s u d d e n l y 
enveloped the community 
with the accompanying 
thunder.

He expla ined that 
those who survived were 
thrown away into  the 
building's foundation and 
were seriously injured.

“It was like an electric 
s p a r k  a n d  a  h e a v y 
thunderstorm that shook 
the entire community. 
People were screaming in 
front of  the site and when 
we rushed out we saw two 

figures lying down,” he 
said.

Community sources, 
who pleaded anonymity, 
said that  the incident 
attracted residents of  the 
area and many others who 
gnashed their teeth in pain 
a n d  w o n d e r e d  w h a t 
informed the thunder strike 
during the heavy rainfall.

While the sad event 
had continued to raise 
concerns, especially the 
circumstances surrounding 
the death of  the two persons 
and the injured ones, Mr. 
Kelechi Iwuagwu who 
spoke to our correspondent 
said, “We are shocked till 
n o w  a n d  w e  c a n n o t 
comprehend the mystery of  
the thunder strike. We know 
from the way they were 
ki l led that  i t  was  not 
ordinary and for those who 
survived they must thank 
God for their lives.”

ordered that he should be 
taken to the community's 
evil forest known as Igbo 
Oro, where he was killed. 
His body was disposed of  
at the Omilende area of  
Igbogila in Yewa North, 
with a finger missing from 
his corpse.” 

The  v i c t im ' s  wi fe, 
Yemisi Ogunyele, said she 
was with her husband and 
four children on the night 
he was taken by the chief's 
bodyguards. 

She said, “That day, it 
was around 7pm and my 
husband just returned from 
his farm when some men 
entered our house and 
d e m a n d e d  t h a t  m y 
husband should follow 
them as he was wanted at 
the chief's compound. 

“When I did not see 
him come back, I went to 
the chief's house and there I 
saw them beating him 
while accusing him of  
causing the death of  infants 
with his Jemego powers. 

 “I begged them and 
cried, but they refused to 
s t o p .  T h e  n e x t  d a y, 
September 17, they took 
him to the Oba's palace, 
where he was beaten and 
tortured again after which 
they took him to Igbo Oro, 
where they killed him. 

“I was running around, 
calling family members to 
come and help us because 
women are barred from 
entering Igbo Oro.” 

A d e b i y i ' s  m o t h e r, 
Ibiyemi, said the monarch 
should be held responsible 
for her son's death.
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Army intercepts cannabis worth N4.9m in Yobe 

Newborn's organs
removed, police arrest
Delta nurses 

Ogun herbalist killed in 'evil forest'
 accused monarch kicks 

Pandemonium as lightning kills 2,
injures four in Imo
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h e  F e d e r a l  Tgover nment has 
allocated the sum of  

N946.8bn to modernise 
infrastructure across the 
federation. 

This was revealed after 
an analysis of  the 2023 
appropriation bill presented 
by the President, Major 
General  Muhammadu 
Buhar i ( re td . ) ,  to  the  
National Assembly in 
Abuja on Friday. 

The sectors included in 
the budget are roads, 
r a i lway s,  wa t e r way s,  
housing, electricity and 
infrastructure. 

A n a l y s i s  b y  o u r  
correspondent revealed that 
the proposed amounts are 
meant for federal agencies, 
ministries and schools, 
among others.

A further breakdown 
showed that N248.5bn was 
a l l o c a t e d  f o r  t h e  
construction, maintenance 
and rehabilitation of  roads 
nationwide. 

Some of  the road 
pro jec ts  inc lude:  the  
rehabilitation of  Ikorodu-
Shagamu Road including 
the access road to Mosimi 
in Lagos State at the cost of  
N 1 0 0 m ;  c o u n t e r p a r t  
funding for the expansion 
o f  A b u j a - Ke f f i  d u a l  
carriageway; dualisation of  
Ke f f i -Akwanga -Laf ia -
Makurdi Road in Nasarawa 

he Presidential Villa Tp l a n s  t o  s p e n d 
N 1 4 . 8 b n  o n 

Internet access, stationery 
and telephone charges, 
among others, under the 
Federal  Gover nment ' s 
p l a n n e d  e x p e n d i t u r e 
c a p tu r e d  in  the  2023 
budget. 

In the budget, N67.1m 
was budgeted for Internet 
access to the Villa, while 
stationery and computer 
consumables would be 
N79m. 

A further breakdown 
of  the budget also showed 
that N35.9m was allocated 
for electricity charges, 
telephone charges and 
wa t e r  r a t e s  e a c h  g o t 
N 3 0 6 . 2 m ,  N 6 m  a n d 
N40.6m respectively. 

Out of  the total budget 
for the Villa, N1.6bn would 
be spent on personnel cost.

Meanwhile, the sum of  
N35m was budgeted for 
books and newspapers, 
with newspapers alone 
taking N26.4m and books 
gulping N8.5m. 

The President, Major 

Ahead of  the Federal 
G o v e r n m e n t  b u d g e t 
presentation, the House of  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  o n 
Thur sday,  pas sed  the 
2023–2025 Medium Term 
Expenditure Framework 
and Fiscal Strategy Paper, 
which the President earlier 
presented to the National 
Assembly. 

The passage followed 
the consideration of  the 
report of  the Committee on 

and Benue states, and 9th 
Mi l e (Enugu) -Otukpo -
Makurdi road in Enugu and 
Benue states phase 11, 
valued at N32.5bn. 

They also include the 
dualisation of  Obajana 
Junction to Benin phase 2: 
Section 11 (Okene to 
Auchi) at the cost of  N5bn 
and N3m for the survey of  
basic market prices of  roads 
and housing construction 
materials.

In housing, N32bn was 
b u d g e t e d  f o r  t h e  
construction of  homes and 
related infrastructure. 
Some of  the projects 
include: N13bn for the 
f i n a n c i n g  o f  
multilateral/bilateral tied 
loans -family home funds 
housing, provision of  
infrastructure (road & 
drainage, electricity & 
water supply) for social 
housing in Uyo, Akwa 
Ibom State valued at 
N67.5m; N374m for the 
construction of  5,000 units 
of  affordable housing in 
satellite towns (Wasa and 
M a mu s a  We s t ) ;  a n d  
payment of  outstanding 
quantum of  compensation 
for crops, economic trees, 
buildings and structures on 
lands acquired by the 
Federal Government in the 
six geo-political zones of  
the country valued at 

Genera l  Muhammadu 
Buhari (retd.), on Friday, 
presented to a joint session 
of  the National Assembly a 
b u d g e t  p r o p o s a l  o f  
N20.51tn for the 2023 fiscal 
year. 

The budget is about 
N750bn higher than the 
N19.76tn earlier proposed 
in the 2023-2025 Medium 
T e r m  E x p e n d i t u r e 
Framework and Fiscal 
Strategy Paper.

Finance. 
The House approved 

a n  a g g r e g a t e  F G N 
expenditure of  N19.76tn, 
made up of  total recurrent 
(non-debt) of  N8.53tn; 
personnel costs (MDAs) of  
N 8 2 7 . 8 b n ;  c a p i t a l 
expenditure (exclusive of  
transfers), N3.96tn; special 
intervention (recurrent) of  
N 3 5 0 b n ;  a n d  s p e c i a l 
intervention (capital) of  
N7bn. 

N50m. 
Also,  the analysis  

showed that N92.1bn 
would be expended on 
railways infrastructure 
while water transportation 
was to receive an allocation 
of  N4.7bn. 

Some of  the railway 
pro jec ts  inc lude:  the  
purchase of  trains at the 
cost of  N4.3bn; limited 
rehabilitation of  internal 
roads in railway quarters, 
Nassarawa, Kano State 

h e  n u m b e r  o f  Tworkers at Nigeria's 
refineries fell by 218 

within a year, while the 
f a c i l i t i e s  p o s t e d  a 
cumulative comprehensive 
loss of  N69.03bn during 
the review period, data 
f r o m  t h e i r  f i n a n c i a l 
statements, just released by 
the Nigerian National 
Pe t r o l e u m  C o m p a n y 
Limited, showed. 

N N P C  m a n a g e s 
Nigeria's three refineries, 
which include: the Kaduna 
R e f i n i n g  a n d 
Petrochemical Company, 
Wa r r i  R e f i n i n g  a n d 
Petrochemical Company, 
and Port Harcourt Refining 

valued at N25m; provision 
of  electrical power supply 
and water supply; and the 
construction of  protective 
fences along the corridor in 
A b r a k a ,  O r i a ,  
Oruwhorum, for Itakpe-
Ajaokuta-Aladja railway 
system at the cost of  N4bn. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
budget, N352.5bn would be 
spent on the provision of  
electricity whil N97.8bn is 
for infrastructural projects. 

Company. 
An analysis of  the 

v a r i o u s  f i n a n c i a l 
statements of  the three 
refineries indicated that 
while KRPC reduced its 
workforce by 105 workers, 
WRPC cut down its staff  by 
113, but there was no 
mention of  staff  reduction 
at PHRC. 

The comprehensive 
loss at KRPC during the 
period under review was 
put at N22.89bn, WRPC 
was  N19.63bn ,  whi l e 
PHRC posted a loss of  
N26.51bn.

I n  t h e  a n n u a l 
report/financial statement 
of  Kaduna Refining and 

Reacting, a professor of  
Economics at Olabisi 
Onabanjo University, Prof. 
Sheriffdeen Tella, noted 
that the budget was not 
capable of  solving the 
infrastructural decay in the 
country. 

He said, “N946.8bn for 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ?  T h a t  
amount is inadequate to 
solve our challenges. Our 
infrastructural need is very 
huge, more so, when we are 

Petrochemical Company 
f o r  t h e  y e a r  e n d e d 
December 31, 2021, the 
firm stated that one major 
area of  challenge had been 
the low operational funding 
for the company. 

On personnel, it stated 
that the staff  strength of  
Kaduna refinery reduced 
from 630 in the first quarter 
of  2021 to 525 in the fourth 
quarter, representing a 
reduction by 105 workers. 

The report showed 
that KRPC's staff  strength 
at the end of  Q1, Q2, Q3 
and Q4 2021 were 630, 580, 
551 and 525 respectively.

On the operational 
performance, the f irm 
stated that in the year 2021, 
no crude oil was received or 
processed in KRPC due to 
p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e 
upcoming rehabilitation of  
the refinery. 

For KRPC's financial 
performance, the report 
stated that “the company 
posted an operational loss 
before tax of  N36.66bn 
w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t s  a n 
increase of  29.83 per cent 
from N28.23bn in 2020. 

“This was largely due 
to a surge in depreciation 
charges as more fixed assets 
were transferred from CHQ 
( C o r p o r a t i o n ' s 
Headquarters) during the 
period under review. 

 “However, adjusting 
for other comprehensive 
income,  the  company 
p o s t e d  a  t o t a l 
comprehensive loss of  
N 2 2 . 8 9 b n  a s  a g a i n s t 
N 5 5 . 7 7 b n  i n  2 0 2 0 
representing a decrease of  
58.96 per cent in its loss 
performance.” 

The report added, “It 
is important to state that the 
decrease in loss after tax is 
due to the reduction in 
general and administrative 
expenses.” 

It stated that the asset 
base of  Kaduna refinery 
increased by 952 per cent, 
from N20.5bn in 2020 to 
N195.3bn as at December 

talking about different 
projects across the country 
that gulp a lot of  money. 

“I  th ink  i t  i s  to  
complete some of  the 
ongoing projects, but it is 
still largely inadequate. 
Maybe the government 
w i l l  r e l y  o n  e x t r a -
budgetary allocations for 
such because they have 
been doing that through 
Sukuk and the  res t .  
Otherwise, that money is 
very inadequate given the 
level of  infrastructural 
decay in the country.”

31, 2021. 
F o r  t h e  W a r r i 

R e f i n i n g  a n d 
Petrochemical Company 
Limited, i ts  f inancial 
statement for the year 
ended December 31, 2021, 
showed that  i t s  tota l 
comprehensive loss for last 
year was N19.63bn, down 
f r o m  t h e  N 4 4 . 1 3 b n 
recorded in 2020.

T h e  f i n a n c i a l 
statement also showed that 
the workforce at WRPC 
was reduced from 444 in 
2020 to 331 in 2021, 
indicating a reduction by 
113 workers. 

T h e  f i n a n c i a l 
statement for the Port 
H a r c o u r t  R e f i n i n g 
Company Limited for the 
year ended December 31, 
2021, stated that the loss by 
P H R C ,  w h i c h  w a s 
transferred to what it 
described as reserves in 
2021, was N26.51bn. 

T h i s  i n d i c a t e d  a 
reduction in operational 
loss by the refinery when 
compared to the N53.18bn 
loss recorded in 2020. 

Nigeria's refineries 
have been dormant in 
terms of  crude oil refining 
f o r  s eve r a l  ye a r s,  a s 
operators have repeatedly 
called on the government 
to address this anomaly. 

T h e  N a t i o n a l 
Pres ident ,  Pet ro leum 
Products Retail Outlets 
Owners Association, Billy 
Gillis-Harry, for instance, 
said PETROAN was ready 
to partner the Federal 
Government in developing 
both modular refineries 
and the large-scale ones. 

H e  s a i d ,  “ T h e 
gover nment  mus t  f ix 
refineries and many times 
we have made it open that 
we are ready to partner the 
government in getting 
these assets running as fast 
as possible. This will help 
to stop petrol imports and 
cut down on subsidies. 

BusinessBusinessBusiness
FG budgets N947bn for infrastructure, experts kick 

Nigeria's refineries lose 218 workers,
post N69bn loss 

Aso Rock to spend N14bn on Internet 
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OCDA THIS WEEK

n a bid to further address Ireported cases of  Criminal 
a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  S t a t e 

Gover nment  through i t s 
Development Control Agency-
Owerri Capital Development 
A u t h o r i t y  ( O C DA )  o n 
Tuesday cleared Shanties at 
the popular Hospital Junction 
along Por tharcour t  road 
Owerri the State Capital.

Supervising the clearing 

action, the Special Adviser to 
the Governor and General 
Manager of  Owerri Capital 
D eve l opm e nt  Autho r i t y 
( O C DA )  E n g r.  F r a n c i s 
Chukwu disclosed that the 
action became imperative 
following the rising level of  
insecurity that the area has 
become associated with in the 
recent  past ,  adding that 
numerous cases of  robbery 

incidents, snatching of  phones 
and other valuables have been 
reported to have taken place in 
and around the area.

H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t 
preliminary investigations 
carried out have revealed that 
the Shanties  around the 
Hospital junction hitherto 
serve as hideouts for the 
Criminal elements who rob the 
Citizens living and doing 

businesses around the area of  
their  hard earned money and 
other belongings hence the 
increasing need for the clearing 
of  the Shanties.

The OCDA helmsman 

who further stated that the 

State Government under the 

leadership of  His Excellency 

Distinguished Senator Hope 

Uzodimma has continued to 

prioritize security of  lives and 

properties of  Imolites and 

other well meaning citizens 

residing in the State, stressed 

that the Shared Prosperity 

Government will continue to 

take steps within the ambits of  

the law to ensure that all forms 

of  crime and criminality are 

nipped in the bud.

Imo State Government through OCDA
clears shanties at Hospital junction Owerri
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ormer Liverpool Fs t r i k e r ,  J o h n 
A l d r i d g e ,  h a s 

urged manager Jurgen 

ottingham Forest 

Nmanager,  Steve 
Cooper has kind 

wo r d s  f o r  E m m a nu e l 
Dennis after the Nigerian 
opened his goal account for 
the Reds against Aston Villa 
on Monday.

Dennis was handed his 
first start by Cooper against 
Steven Gerrard's side since 
his arrival from Sky Bet 
C h a m p i o n s h i p  c l u b, 
Watford this summer.

The  Super  Eag les 
winger repaid his manager's 
faith by heading home 
Morgan Gibbs-White's set 
piece early in the game.

T h e  f o r m e r  C l u b 
Brugge player also worked 
tirelessly in the game before 
he was substituted in the 
second half.

“He's waited patiently. 

o r m e r  M a n c h e s t e r FUnited captain,  Roy 
K e a n e ,  h a s  n a m e d 

Arsenal as the “biggest threat” to 
Manchester City retaining the 
Premier League title this season.

Keane stated this while 
speaking on Monday Night 
Football.

The Gunners currently top 
the table with 24 points, one 
more than Pep Guardiola's men.

“Even the game they lost 

Klopp to drop out-of-
form forward Mohamed 
Salah from the Reds' 
starting XI.

Salah, who netted 31 
g o a l s  a c r o s s  a l l 
c o m p e t i t i o n s  f o r 
Liverpool last season, has 
been a shadow of  his 
usual self  so far this 
season.

The Egyptian captain 
has scored just five goals 
and provided four assists 
in 12 appearances across 
a l l  compet i t ions  for 

Jurgen Klopp's side.
In his column for 

Liverpool Echo, Aldridge 
wants Salah to be left out 
of  the first team because 
he is not doing himself  or 
the team justice.

“I am one of  Mo 
Salah's biggest fans, but 
he needs to be dropped. 
He needs to be left out 
because he is not doing 

himself  justice, and he is 
n o t  d o i n g  t h e  t e a m 
justice.

“It doesn't matter 
whether you are Mo 
Salah, Cristiano Ronaldo 
or Lionel Messi. At that 
stage, you have got to be 
left out for your own 
good.”

He added, “Whether 
Klopp can actually do 
that now that Diaz is 
injured, I don't know. 
Mo's not the only one, 
don't  get  me wrong. 

T h e r e  a r e  s o  m a n y 
players below form and 
they have been for a 
while.

“ T h e  m a n a g e r ' s 
trying to get them to play 
through it. He is very 
loyal, but he doesn't really 
have many alternatives.”

L i v e r p o o l  a r e 
currently in 10th position 
on the Premier League 
table with 10 points from 
eight games.

Emmanuel is an interesting 
player and I'm delighted to 
give him his start,” Cooper 
t o l d  B B C  R a d i o 
Nottingham.

“I'm really pleased to 
see him score and generally 
do well in the team.”

Dennis  s igned for 
Forest from Watford in the 
summer for around £20 
million.

against [Man] United recently, 
they played quite well in the 
game.

“They ' re  playing with 
confidence. The atmosphere at 
the ground, it's electric.

“At this moment, they're the 
biggest threat to Man City,” 
Keane said about Arsenal.

Arsenal travels to Leeds 
United this weekend, while 
Liverpool hosts City at Anfield.

igeria's Flamingos 

Nl o s t  2 - 1  t o 
Germany in their 

opening game at the FIFA 
U-17 Women's World Cup 
at the Pandit Jawaharlal 
Stadium, Goa on Tuesday.

The Germans took the 
game to the Flamingos in 
the opening minutes but 
were unable to carve out 
a n y  r e a l  s c o r i n g 
opportunity.

Despite the Germans 
dominance, it  was the 
Flamingos, who came close 
to scoring the opening goal 
of  the game.

Opeyemi Ajakaye's 
fantastic strike from inside 
the box on 17 minutes hit 
the woodwork.

G o a l k e e p e r  Fa i t h 
Omilana produced a fine 
save to deny the Germans 
from close range on 27 
minutes.

The Flamingos took 

lateau United head Pc o a c h ,  F i d e l i s 
Ilechukwu says he 

will adopt an attacking 
style against Esperance of  
Tunisia in Rades.

The Jos club defeated 
Esperance 2-1 in the first 
l e g  o f  t h e i r  C A F 
Champions League first-
round tie at the Moshood 
Abiola Stadium, Abuja on 
Sunday.

The second leg will 
take place in Rades on 
Friday.

A goalless draw will 
be enough for Plateau 
United to scale through 
against  the four- t ime 
champions.

Ilechukwu reckoned 
beating the Tunisians in 

anchester City Mhas inserted a 
£ 1 7 5  m i l l i o n 

release clause in Erling 
Haaland's contract, which 
only applies to clubs outside 
of  the Premier League, 
according to The Athletic.

Haaland moved to City 
from Borussia Dortmund 
this summer and earns 
£865,000-per-week at the 
Etihad.

His  f ive -year  dea l 
includes a release clause, 
o n e  w h i c h  w i l l  a l e r t 
Europe's giants but also 
make it impossible for the 
player to join a Premier 
League rival.

The release clause 
comes into effect in the 
summer of  2024.

T h e  c l a u s e  t h e n 

gent Fulvio Marrucco 

Ahas revealed Kim Min-
jae could've joined 

Napoli a year earlier.
The summer signing from 

Fe n e r b a h c e  h a s  b e e n  a 
revelation in Naples.

Marruco set up the deal and 
told Radio CRC: “I proposed 
him some time ago, but then no 
negotiations were undertaken. 
It was the time when many 
players wanted to leave China 

because salaries had been 
lowered, so many players would 
have liked to move.

 “Among them was Kim, 
whom I proposed to Napoli, but 
a t  the  t ime  Napol i  were 
sufficiently organised at the 
back.

“At the moment I think that 
beyond everything that is being 
discussed in this wonderful 
period, the key point is the 
contract of  Cristiano Giuntoli.”

the lead from a free-kick on 
the half  hour mark through 
Miracle Usani.

The Nigerian girls 
headed into the half-time 
break with their lead intact 
despite spirited effort to 
l e v e l  s c o r e s  b y  t h e 
Germans.

Svea Stold equalised 
for Germany five minutes 
after the break.

The pattern of  play 
continued afterwards with 
the Europeans tormenting 
the Flamingos defence.

The pressure paid off  
with Mara Alber netting her 
side's second goal on 61 
minutes.

The Flamingos pushed 
forward in search of  an 
equaliser but the Germans 
held firmly to their lead 
until the end of  the game.

Bankole Olowookere's 
girls will face New Zealand 
in their next game on 
Friday.

front of  their fans will be a 
difficult task but insisted 
that his players will be up 
to the challenge.

“I am adopting an all-
attacking formation in the 
return leg in order to 
qualify for the group stage 
which we have already set 
for ourselves long before 
now and we are committed 
to that objective,” the 
former Heartland gaffer 
told the club's media.

“It's always a difficult 
task to play the North 
Africans in front of  their 
fans but we won't allow 
o u r s e l v e s  t o  b e 
intimidated.”

The overall winners 
will proceed to the money-
spinning group stage of  the 
competition.

reduces near the end of  his 
contract which expires in 
the summer of  2027.

B y  t h a t  t i m e,  t h e 
N o r w e g i a n  w h o  h a s 
already scored 20 goals in 
13 games for City this 
season, will be 27 years old 
and should be in the prime 
of  his career.

EPL: Nottingham Forest
boss, Cooper talks up
Dennis after maiden
goal 

EPL: Man City inserts
£175m release clause in
Haaland's contract

EPL: Roy Keane names
threat to Man City 

CAFCL: Plateau United
won't be intimidated by
Esperance 

Napoli could've signed
Kim from China, says
Agent Marrucco 

Haaland

Dennis

U-17 WWC: Flamingos
fall 2-1 to Germany in
first game

Klopp told to drop Salah from Liverpool's starting XI

Salah
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Foreign News

G
erman Foreign Min-
ister Annalena Bae-
rbock says Iran’s Is-
lamic clerical regime 

“is on the wrong side of  history” 
and has pledged new sanctions 
from the EU.

“Anyone who beats up women 
and girls in the streets, abducts 
people who want nothing more 
than to live freely, arbitrarily ar-
rests them, sentences them to 
death, is on the wrong side of  
history,” German Foreign Min-
ister Annalena Baerbock said 
over the weekend, referring to 
the Iranian regime’s response to 
ongoing mass anti-hijab protests 
across the country.

She also pledged that the EU 
would use travel bans and as-
set freezes against Iranian offi-
cials trying to suppress the pro-
tests.

“We will ensure that the EU 
imposes entry bans on those re-
sponsible for this brutal repres-
sion and freezes their assets in 
the EU. To the people of  Iran, 
we say: We stand and remain 
by your side,” Baerbock told 
the Bild am Sonntag newspa-
per.

Germany is apparently work-
ing behind the scenes, together 
with France, Denmark, Italy, 
Spain and the Czech Republic, 
on a package of  EU sanctions 
against select Iranian individu-
als and organizations. The EU 
foreign ministers are expected 
to decide on the measures when 
they meet on October 17.

The EU must “quickly adopt 
powerful sanctions that target 
the Iranian oligarchy,” Bijan Djir 
Sarai, the foreign policy spokes-
man for the business-friendly 
Free Democratic Party (FDP), 
wrote in the Frankfurter All-
gemeine Zeitung newspa-
per.

He said that those responsible 
for serious human rights viola-
tions — including members of  

Iran’s so-called morality police, 
the Revolutionary Guard Corps 
and other regime loyalists — 
shouldn’t be allowed to enjoy the 
benefits of  freedom in Europe. 
Sarai urged the EU to impose a 
visa ban and freeze their assets in 
the bloc accordingly.

The West’s dilemma
In fact, targeted sanctions 

against specific individuals have 
a better chance of  success com-
pared to conventional economic 
sanctions , says Bente Scheller, 
head of  Middle East and North 
Africa Division at the Heinrich-
Böll-Stiftung in Berlin.

“The regime has learned over 
the years to live with these sanc-
tions,” she said. The ones who 
suffer are mostly the people of  
Iran,” she told DW.

Scheller added that the West 
faces a dilemma on the issue of  
sanctions, pointing out the desire 
to reach a nuclear deal with Teh-

Iran: What can Germany do to 
support the protest movement?

Nationwide anti-government protests, now in their fourth week, pose the biggest challenge to Iran’s clerical rulers in years.

ran.
This is all the more difficult, 

she said, because it is not entire-
ly clear who has the greater in-
terest in striking an agreement: 
the Western states or the Iranian 
government, which is hoping 
above all for the sanctions to be 
lifted in return.

“That makes it difficult to as-
sess Iran’s willingness to compro-
mise, in the nuclear talks as well 
as when it comes to improving 
human rights,” she added.

Therefore, Scheller noted, con-
ventional sanctions will likely 
not make an impact on the re-
gime. “However, the situation 
could be different in the case of  
targeted individual sanctions 
against those responsible for hu-
man rights violations.”

Should the West put pressure 
on Iran via the UN?

Simon Engelkes, a Middle East 
expert at the Konrad Adenau-

er Foundation, shares a similar 
view about the limited effective-
ness of  sanctions.

He believes that the West 
should consider other avenues of  
influence to persuade Tehran to 
change its ways.

Engelkes pointed out that Iran 
was elected as a member of  the 
UN Commission on the Status 
of  Women (CSW) for a four-year 
term this March.

The Iranwire website, which is 
critical of  the regime, described 
the move as “surrealism in ac-
tion.”

But this membership can now 
serve as a lever to sway Tehran. 
Iran is also one of  the few coun-
tries that are not signatories to 
the UN Convention on the Elim-
ination of  All Forms of  Discrim-
ination Against Women.

“Now the German government 
could exert pressure on Iran at 

the international level to ratify 
this convention. This would at 
least end official discrimination 
against women in Iran,” Engel-
kes said.

“It is of  course questionable to 
what extent this would then ac-
tually be implemented, especially 
in view of  the current protests,” 
he added, stressing that the possi-
bilities for influencing the Islam-
ic regime are limited.

International attention is 
key

Engelkes is counting more on 
pressure within Iranian socie-
ty. “We observe that the current 
protests are much more broad-
based compared to the previous 
ones. The demonstrators are 
coming from different social 
classes as well as different ethnic 
groups.”

Even though the regime is try-
ing to divide protesters along eth-
nic lines and crush them, Engel-
kes stressed that there is enough 
solidarity within the protest 
movement to keep it going. “This 
is a strong sign of  their strength,” 
he said.

Scheller from the Heinrich-
Böll-Stiftung said that maintain-
ing international attention is very 
important, particularly in view 
of  the multiple crises the world is 
currently confronting. 

“The international commu-
nity has a greater political re-
sponsibility to ensure that these 
protests are not forgotten,” she 
noted. 

“There is nothing more frus-
trating for those who put their 
lives on the line to fight for free-
dom than when no one outside 
their country’s borders pays 
attention to it. That’s why we 
need to maintain our atten-
tion.” 

US accuses Russia of exploiting Africa resources to fund 
Ukraine war

T
he United States has 
accused Russian mer-
cenaries of  exploiting 
natural resources in 

the Central African Republic, 
Mali, Sudan and other parts of  
Africa to help fund Moscow’s 
war in Ukraine, a charge Russia 
rejected as “anti-Russian rage.”

The country’s Ambassador 
to the United Nations, Linda 
Thomas-Greenfield, said the 
Wagner Group of  mercenaries 
were exploiting natural resourc-
es and “these ill-gotten gains are 
used to fund Moscow’s war ma-

chine in Africa, the Middle East, 
and Ukraine.”

“Make no mistake: people 
across Africa are paying a heavy 
price for the Wagner Group’s 
exploitative practices and hu-
man rights violations,” Thom-
as-Greenfield told a UN Security 
Council meeting on the financ-
ing of  armed groups through 
illicit trafficking of  natural re-
sources in Africa.

Wagner, staffed by veterans of  
the Russian armed forces, has 
fought in Libya, Syria, the Cen-
tral African Republic, Mali and 

other countries.
It was founded in 2014 af-

ter Russia annexed Ukraine’s 
Crimea peninsula and started 
supporting pro-Russia separa-
tists in Ukraine’s eastern Donbas 
region, a Reuters report said.

But the Russian UN Ambas-
sador, Vassily Nebenzia, said he 
regretted that Thomas-Green-
field raised the issue of  “Russian 
support to African partners.”

“This exposes their real plans 
and aims – what they really need 
from African countries,” said 
Nebenzia, without elaborating. Joe Biden, US President
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The fresh news people

easons  a re  ye t  to  be Ra d d u c e d  o n  w hy  t h e 
N i g e r i a n  m i l i t a r y 

operatives, last Monday set ablaze a 
huge vessel, MT Deima alleged to 
be used regularly by oil thieves to 
evacuate stolen crude from Nigeria 
to various locations and countries 
around the globe especially from 
the Niger Delta creeks.

The vessel with a Nigeria 
registration number L85 B9.50, at 
the time of  arrest was also accused 
of  having operated under different 
identities in carrying out the illegal 
oil business on the creeks, had 
loaded about 600 to 650 Cubic of  
c r u d e  o i l  i n  f i v e  o f  i t s 
compartments.

The vessel was reportedly 
impounded by operatives of  the 
newly-contracted private oi l 
pipeline surveillance team, Tantita 
Security Services Limited, owned 
by Ex-militant warlord, High Chief  
Government Ekpemukpolo, Aka 
Tompolo, on Thursday, October 6, 
2022, while set to vacate the banks 
with stolen crude oil from an illegal 
loading base along Benin River 
within Delta waterways in Warri 
South West Council area.

However, about eight (8) 
crewmen said to all Nigerians were 
also arrested by the Tantita Security 
S e r v i c e s  o p e r a t o r s  w h i l e 
confiscating the ship and both the 
a r r e s t e d  P e r s o n s  a n d  t h e 
impounded ship were all handed 
over to the Nigerian Navy on 
Saturday, October 8, 2022.

But surprisingly, the military 
set the ill-fated vessel on fire on 
Warri River at about 3pm on 
Monday, in an operation witnessed 
by the NNPC officials, Delta state 
government and members of  the 
Tantita Security Services outfit that 
arrested the vessel with telling 
Newsmen and the generality of  
Nigerians reasons behind the 
action even when the owner(s) of  
the ill-fated ship is yet to be 
unraveled.

C o n v e r s e l y,  a  M a r i n e 
Intelligence Consultant for Tantita 
Security Services Limited, Captain 
Warredi Enisuoh, revealed that the 
feat was as a result of  intelligence 
gathering supported with close 
monitoring through the satellite.

C a p t a i n  E n i s u o h  a l s o 

informed that records revealed that 
the impounded Dutch vessel sold to 
a yet to identified Nigerian had been 
variously “used for moving crude 
oil illegally for years” out of  the 
country's river banks to different 
illegal locations outside the shores 
of  Nigeria. He further revealed 
currently impounded vessel was 
planned to rout the stolen crude to 
Tema in Ghana.

He further informed that; “the 
operation of  Tantita Security 
Services in collaboration with 
Operation Delta Safe, which is a 
government and private sector 
initiative, has yielded positive result 
leading to the arrest” while 
revealing that “Tantita actually 
have intelligence on five vessels” 
and the destroyed vessel is the only 
one that came in since the Tantita 
security operations started. “And 
the identity of  the vessel's owners 
has been established”.

However, many Nigerians have 
reacted to the urgent and quick 
action of  the military combined 
team of  Soldiers and Navy who set 
the ceased vessel ablaze on Monday 
without telling Nigerian anything 
about the ownership of  vessel and 
those behind illicit act of  oil theft 
that is eating deep and destroying 
the nation's economy by defrauding 
of  its Nigeria multi-billion dollars 
resources annually at the detriment 
of  hapless citizenry who are 
languishing in abject poverty. 

One is the African Action 
Congress (AAC) presidential 
candidate, Omoyele Sowore, who 
reacted to the development in a 
series of  tweets late Monday, he 
described the action as idiotic.

The politician said the step was 
taken to conceal illegal owners and 
hardened criminals behind oil theft 
in the country.

He also added that such step 
would also lead to environmental 
pollution, stressing that every 
attempt to stop the crime would 
almost be impossible

In his words: “The most idiotic 
action carried out by any military, 
how do you “set ablaze” fuel laden 
vessel except to cover up oil theft? Is 
there no one in the military who 
u n d e r s t a n d s  t h e  h o r r i f i c 
environmental impact of  setting 
ablaze crude oil laden vessel in the 

Niger Delta region already polluted 
beyond imagination?

“What about the legal aspects, 
destroying evidence-obstruction of  
justice? The other day they “set 
ablaze “cocaine” haul they claimed 
to have found in Lagos. Evidence 
destruction to cover up the real 
owners and culprits.

Oi l  the f t  in  Niger ia  has 
continued to develop to a gigantic 
capacity and as such a terrific 
nightmare and very unfortunately it 
is developing to greater capacity 
b e c a u s e  t h o s e  b e h i n d  t h i s 
criminality big and major persons 
who probably are known or 
connected to the government circles 
commonly referred to as 'Cabals' 
otherwise i t  i s  obvious that 
commoners that constitute majority 
of  the Nigerian population does not 
have the huge money and requisite 
connections and contacts required 
to thrive in this criminality. 

Recall that, in 2014, President 
Jona than  d i s c lo sed  tha t  he 
personally solicited President 
Obama's help stop the oil theft. 
However Jonathan lamented that 
the repor t  submitted by the 
consultant Obama dispatched to 
the Niger delta was watery.

It is also clear that in the seven 
years of  Gen Buhari rtd as the 
nation's President, he has colossally   
failed to tackle Oil theft disaster, 
especially as he, unlike Jonathan, is 
unconstitutionally occupying the 
post of  Oil minister.

It is most possible that, we may 
never know the full scale of  the 
looting, sabotage and destruction 
of  the nation's oil sector until 
Buhari leaves office. What is 
known, may that the NNPC was 
unable to remit funds to the 
government in one or two occasions 
and possibly that dollars crashed 
Naira at the  exchange rate peaked 
at N700 and above to $1 under 
Buhari administration and with 
him as Minister of  Petroleum.

By two months ago, in Texas, 
Obi expressed huge concern over 
what he referred to as 'Nigeria oil 
mega theft '  to the people in 
diaspora; He said that out of  all the 
OPEC countries, only Nigeria was 
not meeting its supply quota while 
other countries were angling for 
more (except Venezuela due to 

sanctions.)
According to him, in July, 

Nigeria did not supply 717,000 
barrels per day out of  its 1.8 million 
bpd quota.

He stated that this amounted to 
lost revenue of  $22,227,000 daily at 
the rate of  $110 per barrel which in 
a month totaled over $2.4Billion.

The Labour Party Presidential 
candidate surmised that using an 
average exchange rate of  N550, this 
amounted to in excess of  one 
trillion loss in the month of  July 
alone.

Yet he revealed that N1.6 
trillion was Nigeria's Jan-Apil 
income while it incurred N4 trillion 
expenditure resulting in over N3 
trillion deficit.

Gov Obi declared that this was 
not oil bunkering but “Official 
stealing” not just by “ship in 
territorial waters”.

Also A public affairs analyst, 
Mr. Bala Zaka revealed in one of  the 
Nigerian dailies recently that the 
“latest analysis has shown that with 
a barrel of  oil containing 42 gallons, 
Nigeria is losing a whopping 6.132 
billion gallons of  crude annually to 
oil thieves.

“In addition, the country is also 

losing to oil thieves, about 16.8 
million gallons of  crude oil, which 
is equivalent to 67 million litres of  
refined petroleum products.

“The figures emanated from 
the summation using 400,000 
barrels per day and 146 million 
barrels per year losses to oil thieves, 
a situation that has become a 
nightmare to oil companies, the 
government and other concerned 
stakeholders.

“Speaking on a  nat ional 
television (TVC) Zaka, who is an 
energy consultant, said 2000 
petroleum tankers of  33,000 litres 
each and possibly, a ship stationed 
for the illegal purpose were involved 
in the movement of  the stolen 
crude.

“Nigeria has been grappling 
with oil losses caused by the stealing 
of  oil by oil thieves and pipeline 
vandals alongside other factors 
ranging from the withdrawal of  
funding for oil exploration and 
p r o d u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  b y  t h e 
inter nat ional  o i l  companies 
(IOCs).”

A dirty experience indeed, in 
fac t  Niger ia  needs  absolute 
rebranding, I posit.

End

Tides of Times By Bright Okereke

Email:Brigtjames88@gmail.com

Tel: 07030586457

Impounded and Burnt Bunkering Vessel:

Who is dancing behind the Scene?

Ogun herbalist killed in
'evil forest'  accused
monarch kicks 

Buhari

Newborn's organs removed,
police arrest nurses 


