
EISSN: 2736-0548   MONDAY 24 – TUESDAY 25 OCTOBER, 2022   VOL. 3 NO. 122

Pg. 7

Pg. 9 

Pg. 7 

Pg. 2, 6 
Pg. 3 

Pg. 3 

Pg. 8

Pg. 11

Police arrest lecturer,
daughter for assaulting
girl over boyfriend

Supreme Court hears
FG’s appeal against
Nnamdi Kanu today
... 3 Justices on MNK Appeal Court panel reportedly transferred 

Gunmen set shops,
goods-laden trucks
ablaze in Anambra

Inhumanity

Peter Obi tours flood
ravaged states
...Canoes into Anambra communities
...Expresses surprise to lack of  FG’s presence
in Bayelsa

Man nabbed for sexually

abusing own under-5yr

old daughters
... As Anambra govt denies shutting down bet centres

PDP extols Okewulonu's

Sterling Qualities
…Re-affirms confidence in Senatorial bid

... Says party is one united family

Gully erosion swallows
town hall, other houses
in Abia
...More houses threatened

Okewulonu



Man nabbed for abusing own daughters in Anambra
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News

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia 

S
ome residents of  Eny-
imba junction, Aba, 
where an illegal petrol 

dump was discovered by 
the men of  Nigeria Securi-
ty and Civil Defence Corps 
(NSCDC) have revealed 
more about the sordid ac-
tivities that thrived at the 
sealed property.

This is even as the some 
of  the residents revealed 
that the flats were previous-
ly occupied tenants before it 
was used as petrol zone.

The Abia State Com-
mand of  NSCSC, Umuahia 
had last Thursday, stormed 
Enyimba Filing station, a 
popular petrol station at 
Osisioma and sealed the fa-
cility. Apart from sealing of  
the filing station, the Abia 
NSCDC also discovered 
a residential building with 
many flats behind the filing 
station used for illegal pe-
troleum activities.

Neighbours reveal details about 
sealed Aba petrol dump site

During the raid, seven 
suspects accused of  dealing 
in illegal petroleum busi-
nesses were nabbed by the 
NSCDC officers and were 
paraded before the press. 
The suspects were also ac-
cused by the NSCDC of  
being economic saboteurs. 
During the raid petrol tank-
ers, underground fuel tanks, 
drums, pumping machines, 
gallons and other materi-
als used in the illegal oil 
business were seized by the 
men of  NSCSC. Beyond 
these discoveries came 
revelations by some close 
neighbours of  the sealed 
residential house. Some of  
the close neighbours who 
did not want their names 
in print told News Echo 
that the illegal activities had 
been going on in the vicini-
ty for a long time. “This oil 
business has been going on 
for a long time. It is like a 
cartel. I suspect they settle 
security men on the road 
to smoothly transport the 

products on the road un-
noticed. These people have 
no regard for our safety at 
all because if  any explosion 
happens, many people will 
burn. Thank God civil de-
fence people have exposed 
them “, said an elderly resi-
dent who pleaded anonym-
ity. Another female resident 
who also did not want her 
name in print revealed that 
the flats being used by the 
suspects were previously oc-
cupied by legitimate tenants 

until it was converted it to 
warehouses of  petrol prod-
ucts by the house owner.

Similarly, some residents 
and shop owners around 
Enyimba junction said they 
never knew that the next 
door house was turned into 
fuel dump. The shocked res-
idents noted that the facility 
had the capacity of  setting 
their entire area on ablaze if  
it was not discovered.

Addressing the press 
while parading the 7 sus-

pects at Aba, Abia State 
Commandant of  NSCSC, 
Mohammed Sanniyah said 
the his office carried out 
the raid through   detailed 
intelligence gathering, add-
ing that more investigations 
would be conducted to get 
to the root of  the matter.

The Commandant who 
assured that the suspects 
would be charged to Court 
after investigations, warned 
that his office would not 
allow economic saboteurs 

and other criminal elements 
to operate in the State.

Sanniyah further point-
ed out that the sealed pet-
rol dump were capable of  
claiming innocent  lives and 
property should there be ex-
plosion, as the illegal prod-
ucts were keep in residen-
tial building. The suspects 
would have the opportuni-
ty of  explaining their own 
sides of  the story when they 
are eventually arraigned in 
Court.

Medicinal plants are beneficial, 
increase revenue 
– Commissioner for Health
By Ikenna Orioha

I
mo State Commissioner 
of  Health, Dr. Success 
Prosper Ohayagha, says 

Medicinal Plants are very 
useful and beneficial as 
they cure diseases, illness-
es, improve health and in-
crease the revenue of  any 
country or state that invests 
richly into them.

The Commissioner stat-
ed this in an interview with 
media professionals during 
the 13th Annual HerbFest 
Conference held at Con-
corde Hotel Owerri last 
week. He mentioned that 
theme of  the health sympo-
sium “The Healing Plants 
of  Africa” was aptly en-
capsulated because “when 
you talk about the heal-
ing plants, you talk about 
those plants that will give 
us a healthy life and that 
is why you have Ministry 
of  Agriculture and Natural 
Resources and Ministry of  
Health in attendance”. 

Ohayagha stressed that 
Medicinal Plants are richly 
beneficial hence the Deputy 
Governor, Prof. Placid Njo-
ku, said that government is 
looking at Imo as the com-
mercial hub for the culti-
vation of  Medicinal Plants 
and when the feat is fully 
realized the Internally Gen-
erated Revenue (IGR) of  
the state would increase, re-
vealing that billions of  dol-
lars are being lost every year 
on importation of  drugs due 
to 0% of  investment into 
growing Medicinal Plants 
in the country, adding “we 
all know that most of  our 
drugs have plants origin 
(Phythomedicines)”. 

He affirmed that the state 
government co- sponsored 
the health symposium 
(HerbFest) and will not re-
lent to encourage people to 
actively and fully cultivate 
Medicinal Plants, saying 
government will give ena-
bling environment for peo-
ple to get into it and that 
they are looking forward to 
actualizing it. “Your drug 
is your food, your food is 
your drug. If  we eat healthy, 
we stay healthy. A healthy 
people are a wealthy nation. 
So, when we know the right 
food to eat that is good for 
our body and the right pro-
portion to take it, then you 
are going to stay healthy 
and it is going to help us 
richly”, he observed.

Group holds One-Million-Man support march 
for Ebonyi APC guber candidate
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

A 
socio cultural or-
ganization Unwue-
kumenyi United 

Youths Forum, has held 
one million-man march in 
Abakaliki, Ebonyi State in 
support of  APC guber can-
didate in the forthcoming 
governorship elections in 
the state. The group during 
the march announced its 
decision to back the guber-
natorial candidate of  the 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC), Hon Francis  Nwi-
furu, as its preferred gover-
norship candidate.

They marched through 
the Pa Ngele Stadium, 
Ogoja Road, Water Works 
Road, Afikpo Road, Pres-
co junction and converged 
at the Old Government 
House, Abakaliki. Address-
ing Journalists shortly after 
the solidarity March the 
National President Unwue-
kumenyi United Youths 
Forum, Prince Uche Ali 
Ega said that the march was 
in support of  equity in the 
state.

He said their decision 
to endorse Hon Francis 
Nwifuru of  the APC was 
reached after critical assess-
ments of  all the governor-
ship candidates of  all the 
political parties in the race. 
He noted that the group 
among other resolutions, 
appreciated the massive 
developmental strides of  
governor David Umahi, 
especially in Unwueku-
menyi land. “We sincerely 
commend your boldness, 
honesty and political will in 
maintaining the power rota-
tion among the three Sen-
atorial Zones in the State, 
with the Governorship po-
sition having rotated from 
the North, Central, South 
and now, back to the North 
Zone. “We commend politi-
cal parties in the State, who 
in respect to the charter of  

equity, zoned their Gover-
norship positions to Ebonyi 
North Senatorial Zone, par-
ticularly to Izzi clan.

 “Having made critical 
assessment of  all the can-
didates of  various political 
parties in the state, we here-
by unanimously endorse 
the candidature of  Rt. Hon. 
Francis Ogbonna Nwifuru, 
of  the All Progressives Con-
gress (APC), as our consen-
sus choice for the 2023 Gov-
ernorship election in Ebonyi 
State and enjoin other criti-
cal stakeholders in Ebonyi 
project to do same.

 “Calls on other clans and 
zones in the State to kindly 
respect the zoning arrange-
ment and rally round Rt. 
Hon. Francis Ogbonna. 
Nwifuru, the Gubernatorial 
Candidate of  the All Pro-

gressives Congress (APC), 
in the spirit of  equity, justice 
and fairness in order not to 
truncate the dreams of  our 
Founding Fathers and main-
tain peaceful transitions in 
subsequent power rotations 
to other zones of  the State, 
as being preached by your 
Excellency our leader.

 “Reiterates that, being 
the most populous clans in 
the state; consisting of  over 
seventy percent (70%) of  
both landmass and citizen-
ry of  the state, insists that 
this equitable, fair and just 
decision of  returning power 
to Unwuekumenyi must be 
upheld, knowing that in the 
event of  breakdown of  law 
and order resulting in injus-
tice, we will be the worst hit.

 “Further states that; Un-
wuekumenyi are peace-lov-

ing, accommodating and 
generous. And that we will 
continue with the already 
existing inclusiveness in our 
dealings with our brothers 
and sisters from other zones, 
clans and residents in Eb-
onyi State, before, during 
and after the 2023 general 
elections”.

Our Correspondent re-
ports that Unwuekumenyi 
United Youth Forum is 
a socio-cultural organi-
zation comprising six (6) 
clans Ezza, Ikwo, Izzi, Ng-
bolizhia, Ezilo and Ohafia/
Agba, spread across nine (9) 
Local Government Areas in 
Ebonyi State, namely, Ab-
akaliki, Ezza South, Ikwo, 
Izzi, Ishielu, Ohaukwu, 
Ezza North, Ebonyi and 
also in Onicha Local Gov-
ernment Areas.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

A 
middle aged man, 
identified as Uchen-
na Nwobi has been 

arrested for alleged abuse of  
his two daughters in Abaga-
na in Njikoka Local Govern-
ment Area of  Anambra State.

The suspect was reportedly 
nabbed by a team from the of-
fice of  the Commissioner for 
Women and Social Welfare 
in collaboration with the Ni-
geria Security and Civil De-
fense Corps (NSCDC).

News Echo gathered that 
the suspect had been used to 
fingering the children since 
2020 following marital issues 
with the wife which made 
him to send her out of  the 
house. 

Confirming the arrest, 
Commissioner for Women 
and Social Welfare, Hon. Ify 
Obinabo, through her media 
aide, Chidinma Ikeanyion-
wu said the suspect has been 
detained for child molesta-
tion and abuse and would be 
charged to court.

She commended men of  
the NSCDC for their prag-
matic in handling the case, 
warning that anyone caught 
engaging in such act would 
be arrested and prosecuted.

She added that the victims, 
aged 5 years and 3 years re-
spectively were also rescued 
from the suspect, vowing to 
charge his wife to court as 
well.

The statement partly reads, 
“Ministry for women and 
social welfare through its 
Sexual and Gender Based Vi-
olence Response team moved 
to action  the NSCDC and 
investigations began.

 “The rescue was carried 
out on Wednesday, October 
19, 2022 after a whistle blow-
er reported the incident to the 
ministry.

 “In the cause of  the investi-
gation, the children were res-
cued by the Intelligence Unit 
of  NSCDC and the culprit 
arrested forthwith. 

 “The culprit Mr Uchenna 
Nwobi, who is resident in 
Abagana and the father of  
the victims has been detained 

for child molestation and 
abuse and would be charged 
to court. 

 “When the children were 
rescued, they were first tak-
en to Ntasi Centre Enug-
wu-Ukwu for medical exam-
inations and treatment and 
were ascertained defiled by 
the doctor on duty.

 “As at when they were 
brought to the hospital, there 
were fresh bruises on their 
private parts even as the area 
was also reddish and swol-
len.

 “Speaking with the chil-
dren who confirmed that 
they were constantly mo-
lested by their father, they 
pleaded not to return to their 
father’s house for fear of  be-
ing severely punished.

 “Interrogating the culprit, 
Mr Nwobi denied the allega-
tion and noted that he was 
not aware that his children 
were being defiled by anyone 
let alone him their own fa-
ther but rather threatened to 
deal with whoever made the 
report.”
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Owerri zone: I remain only 
candidate fit for Senate - Onyewuchi

News

Gully erosion swallows town hall,
threatens other houses
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

T
errible gully erosion 
has swallowed a 
town hall belonging 

to Umuchime na Ofeiyi 
autonomous community in 
Umuahia South LGA of  
Abia State and destroyed 
economic trees in the area.

Also, some owners of  
buildings around the gul-
ly have abandoned their 
homes to avoid being 
gulped, even a community 
road which connects differ-

ent villages have been com-
pletely cut off  by the gully.

 The erosion, which start-
ed in small proportion some 
years ago, it was gathered, 
has now expanded beyond 
the control of  the villagers, 
leading to apprehension 
among the natives.

The situation is made 
worse by torrential rains 
of  2022, which come with 
merciless floodings.

At last count, a multi-mil-
lion naira Town Hall, eco-
nomic trees and livestock 
have   been destroyed.
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As observed by News 
Echo this week, about 75 
houses stand a few meters 
from the yawning gully and 
may also go down soon, if  
the ecological challenges are 
not arrested.

Lamenting the travails 
of  his people, the tradition-
al ruler of  the community, 
HRH, Eze Dr Obi Brown 
Uluocha, appealed for total 
help from Abia and the fed-
eral governments.

Eze Uluocha, who ex-
plained that his people have 
been battling the erosion 

menace with community 
funds and other manual ef-
forts for some years now, 
stated that large amount of  
funds and other resources 
had been spent by his com-
munity to control the gully 
but to no avail.

The Oparaukwu na Og-
bodiukwu  added that the 
magnitude of  the gully ero-
sion  was beyond the control 
of  his community, disclosed  
that only the federal govern-
ment, State government or 
international organisations 
could effectively and ade-
quately stop the problem, 
pointing out that “ This 
problem is now beyond 

what the  local government 
can do.”

He added that apart from 
the community efforts, he 
had personally spent an 
unquantifiable amount of  
money from his personal 
purse to stop the problem 
but lamented that the prob-
lems were evading all inter-
ventions.

The royal father also be-
moaned that most govern-
ment agencies that inspect-
ed the site were yet to swing 
into action.

 “We have invited NDDC, 
Abia State government, 
NEWMAP, Local govern-
ment, Ministry of  environ-
ment and several ecological 
agencies concerning this 
gully. They have come here 
to inspect it but nothing 
has been done.  Our town 
hall has been swallowed. It 
is right inside the gully as I 
speak to you.”

“Anambra/Imo basin 
came and did crises man-
agement to stop it from ex-

Obi of Onitsha, Igwe Alfred Achebe in full regalia celebrating his 20th Coronation Anniversary and Ofala Festival.

By Grace Ofurum

T
he senator represent-
ing Imo East Senato-
rial district and the La-

bour Party 2023 Owerri zone 
Senatorial Candidate Sena-
tor Ezenwa Onyewuchi has 
reminded his supporters and 
the people of  Owerri zone 
that he is competent and has 
delivered on his mandate as a 
ranking member of  the Na-
tional Assembly to re-contest 
for the position.

Onyewuchi who is a seat-
ing senator representing Ow-
erri zone while addressing 
ward leaders in the zone dis-
closed that the zone does not 
need someone who is not ex-
perienced in the job to grasp 
the position as he will not 
fully deliver on the people’s 
mandate.

“I’m going there as a rank-
ing member, any other per-

son going there is a learner, 
am fit for any position in the 
national Assembly even a 
senate president but any per-
son been sent there will start 
to learn, because he will not 
flow in the scheme of  things, 
I will continue from where I 
stopped”. He stated.

The two time Senator dis-
closed that voting for an up-
coming candidate is a waste 
of  energy when there is a ca-
pable and experienced candi-
date already.

The senator while recount-
ing some of  his achievements 
at the 9th Assembly noted 
that over the years, he has  
contributed meaningfully 
to the south East cause as 
he has on several occasions 
spoken against the margin-
alization of  the south East 
and in defense for the state 
and charged his opponents to 
present their achievements

He noted also as his brain 
child the recent press state-
ment made by the southeast 
senators urging for uncondi-
tional release of  the leader of  
IPOB, Nnamdi Kanu.

Onyewuchi who was also 
instrumental in his support 
for electronic voting said it’s 
in his defense for transpar-
ent election as he noted that 
transparent election is syn-
onymous with development 
hence the vote of  the people 
must count against rigging.

Onyewuchi added that 
the Labour Party having the 
presidential candidate Pater 
Obi at the helm of  affairs 
having the agenda for devel-
opment will turn Nigeria to a 
better country.

panding but to no avail.”
The monarch went on, 

“Economic fortunes of  my 
people are grossly affect-
ed as farmers, traders and 
widows find it hard to go 
to farm or evacuate their 
farm produce to market . 
Erosion destroys agriculture 
and slows down food pro-
duction. Some people have 
abandoned their houses to 
avoid being swallowed.”

He appealed to federal 
ministry of  environment 
Abuja to immediately mo-
bilize all her relevant eco-
logical agencies to erosion 
site in Umuchime na Ofeiyi 
autonomous community, 
while appealing for Abia 
State government to save 
his people from death and 
destruction. “This road that 
is cut off  by gully is not only 
useful to my community but 
to entire Abians and beyond 
as it helps to evacuate traffic 
during festive periods”, said 
the monarch.

Supreme Court judgment: It’s time to unite, Ebonyi
PDP guber candidate tells stakeholders
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Governorship Can-
didate of  the People’s 
Democratic party, 

PDP, in Ebonyi state, Mr. If-
eanyichukwu Odii has after 
the supreme Court dismisal 
of  the pending appeals be-
tween him and Obinna Ogba, 
said it’s time to unite all mem-
bers of  the Party. 

Odii, who made this known 
to newsmen in Abakaliki, 

… 75 houses may go down soon

through the director of  the 
Anyi Chuks Grassroot Sup-
port Organization, Mr. Abia 
Onyike, expressed the readi-
ness PDP to reclaim Ebonyi 
in 2023 general elections. Ac-
cording to him: “with the rul-
ing of  the  Court  dismissing 
all pending appeal cases on 
the PDP Governorship  Pri-
maries in Ebonyi state, all the 
litigations and disputations 
have been put to rest within 
the ranks of  our great party” .

“It is now obvious that we 

have to unite and fight for our 
common aspiration which 
is the take over and rescue 
of  our dear state from an-
ti-democratic forces and  to 
put Ebonyi state back on the 
path of  unity, progress and 
prosperity”. “It should be 
noted that the essence of  the 
litigations was not necessarily 
power play, but the quest to 
engender internal democratic 
values in our great party, the 
PDP particularly in Ebonyi 
State.

PDP extols Okewulonu’s sterling qualities

T
he leadership of  the 
Peoples Democrat-
ic Party (PDP) has 

re-enacted its confidence on 
the party’s senatorial can-
didate for the Imo North 
Senatorial district (Okigwe 
zone), Chief  Emmanuel 
Okewulonu and indeed, all 
other candidates of  the par-
ty for various other offices 
in the forthcoming gener-
al election in the country 
while maintaining that the 
party is very peaceful espe-
cially in Imo State.

The Director General 
(DG), Chief  Emmanuel 
Okewulonu’s Campaign 
Organisation, Chief  Stan-
ley Ekezie KSC, who 
doubles as the South-East 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP), Ex-officio, gave the 
compliments, in a in a tele-
phone chart, over the week-
end.  

Chief  Ekezie, who upheld 
that Chief  Emmanuel Oke-
wulonu (Ikeoha Obowo) is 
a man who radiates an aura 
of  simplicity, humility and 
a burning desire to serve 

Okigwe zone with clarity 
of  purpose and transpar-
ency.

According to Ekezie, 
Chief  Okewulonu is a thor-
ough and finely breed tech-
nocrat with an indomitable 
political will and extraor-
dinary courage to attract 
federal Infrastructure De-
velopments, if  voted into 
senate. 

“He is a man powered 
by the drive to create im-
pacts for multiple benefits 
and achievements; distin-
guished by competence 
and Integrity.”

“He has been an advocate 
of  sustainable development 
of  progress, stability and 
equal opportunities that 
allows people achieve their 
full potentials in the socie-
ty.” He continued.

While, reacting to a pub-
lication by a local tabloid 
that raised unfounded ques-
tions on his party’s peaceful 
standing and the illogical 
possibility of  any other par-
ty having an undue advan-
tage or inordinate chances 
of  winning the election.

… Re-affirms Confidence in Senatorial bid
... Says, party is one united family

Chief  Ekezie, described 
such assertion and insinu-
ation as a petty and poorly 
woven claim that’s shroud-
ed in delusion; according to 
him, the Peoples Democrat-
ic Party (PDP) is the only 
party in both in Imo and 
other States that held a fair 
and transparent primary 
election, from where Chief  
Emmanuel Okewulonu and 
other candidates of  the par-
ty emerged at various level.

“The peaceful conduct of  
the primaries got “That got 

real and loyal party men 
who lost the bid to re-enact 
their trust in the party and 
as such declare full and un-
divided support for those 
won and today the party 
is cruising in auto-drive 
peacefully,” he opined.

Concluding, he assured 
that, for the Imo North 
(Okigwe zone) senatorial 
district in the forthcom-
ing election, Chief  Emma 
Okewulonu (Ikeoha) is still 
leading the pack. He there-
fore, dispelled allegations 
of  ‘secret meeting’ or crises 
anywhere against any can-
didate of  the party.
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igeria has witnessed the most 

Ndevastating floods in a decade, 
causing over 600 deaths and 1.3 

million displacements from homes. 
Flood is an extreme weather event 

caused by rising global temperature which 
results in heavy downpour, thermal 
expansion of the ocean and glacier melt, 
which in turn result in rise in sea level, 
thereby causing salt water to inundate 
coastal lands. 

Whereas flooding itself is a situation 
that results when land that is usually dry is 
covered with water of a river overflowing 
or heavy rain, flooding occurs naturally on 
the flood plains which are prone to 
disaster. It occurs when water in the river 
overflows its banks, or sometimes results 
from a constructed dam and it happens 
without warning.

For instance, flood recently sacked 
over 5000 people in two communities in 
Sagbama and Kolokuma/Opokuma Local 
Government Areas of Bayelsa State. The 
flood which occurred as a result of the 
overflow of River Nun affected Okorozi 
community in Sagbama and Odi in 
Kolokuma/Opokuma LGs. In Okorozi, 
many homes were affected, forcing them to 
paddle their canoes to neighboring 
communities in search of refuge. Also 
affected were the Community Secondary 
School and the Corps members' lodge 
which were completely submerged.

Anambra State has also recorded 
massive flooding, as over 300 communities 
in six (6) Local Government Areas are 
cur rently underwater.  Apart  from 
submerging of houses and farmlands in 
Anambra, critical infrastructure such as 
schools, healthcare centres, police 
stations, banks, and offices were also not 
left out; a situation which forced the state 
government to shut down schools affected 
by the flood and at the same time forced 
members of the affected communities to 
flee into various Internally Displaced 
Persons camps across the state.

According to the record obtained from 
the State Emergency Management Agency 
on the affected communities in Anambra, 
Ogbaru has 286,000 displaced persons, 
Anambra West has 237,000, Anambra East 
has 103,000, Awka North has 10,345 
victims, while Anyamelum has 9,240 flood 
cases with 5,468 displaced persons.

In Ebonyi State, devastating flood 
recently destroyed over 200 houses in 
Onuebonyi Inyimagu, Abakaliki and Izzi 
Local Government Area of Ebonyi State 
has reportedly led to the death of about 
two persons. The flood was as a result of a 

three-day downpour, which submerged 
houses as well as destroyed property and 
economic trees, while many families were 
also displaced.

In early September, NEMA DG 
revealed that flash floods across Nigeria 
had affected about 508,000 people, killing 
about 372, injuring 277 and destroying 
37,633 houses aside from farmlands and 
livestock lost, within the last eight months.

Three other persons were also said to 
have gone missing in Enugu State as a result 
of flooding in some parts of the state.

For  a  whi le  now,  Lokoja ,  the 
confluence town where Niger and Benue 
rivers met has largely been submerged by 
w a t e r,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  r i v e r s i d e 
communities. The River Niger Bridge in 
Lokoja has been over-flown by rising sea 
level,  rendering vehicular passage 
impossible. Motorists have had to make a 
detour, passing through longer routes to get 
to their destinations. Many roads have been 
washed away, many farmlands, houses, 
vehicles and other properties have 
succumbed to the overpowering effect of 
flooding.

The colossal effect of this flooding is 
that heavy-duty trucks carrying economic 
products and food items are stuck on the 
road. And this development has caused an 
unprecedented rise on the prices of 
foodstuffs and other commercial items.

Many farmlands have been flushed 
away by flood or submerged in water and 
the economic loss are enormous, resulting 
in food insecurity. 

The 2012 flood was, before this year's 
rated as the worst as rivers surged byond 
their banks and submerged vast lands in 30 
of the country's 36 states, killing over 400 
people, displaced 2.1 million people, 
affected seven million others and caused 
N2.5 trillion damage, according to the 
N i g e r i a ' s  N a t i o n a l  E m e r g e n c y 
Management Agency, NEMA.

The seriousness of the 2012 flooding, 
referred to as the most harmful in the last 
40 years, was attributed to a combination 
of two events: very heavy local rainfall and 
the release of excess water from the Lagdo 
Dam in neighbouring Republic  of 
Cameroon.

We, therefore advocate for an urgent 
collaborative effort of both government 
and stakeholders to enforce professional 
and appropriate town planning to combat 
f looding and avoid i ts  long-range 
consequences. Residents should develop 
your plot with deep or wide drainage 
system, and as well restrain from dumping 
wastes in the waterways.

Nigeria: Curbing the
devastating effect of
Flooding (Part 2) 
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Opinion

ithout equivocation, it 

Wmust be reiterated that 
the project Nigeria 

conceived way back the year 1914 
has a faulty foundation. And 
that's why it's innately fraught 
with sources of  weakness and 
manifest copious fissures.

To continue to pretend about 
this stark truth and glaring reality 
is not only vicious hoodwink but 
sheer foolhardiness tantamount 
to deliberate criminality.

The architects of  the project 
Nigeria are cruel and atrocious. 
Obviously under the supervision, 
and clientele of  the demised 
Queen Elizabeth of  England, the 
idea was conceived, visualized, 
designed, and executed amidst 
outr ight  poor  constr uct ion 
methodology and workmanship. 
A n y  w o n d e r,  t h e  v i s i b l e 
movements here and there crisis 
ever ywhere  expla in ing  the 
structural instability occasioned 
by imbalances.

T h i s  a n a l o g y  s p r o u t s 
f u n d a m e n t a l l y  f r o m  t h e 
knowledge of  the Building 
S t r u c t u r e ,  i t s  e l e m e n t s , 
c o m p o n e n t s,  s e r v i c e s  a n d 
m a i n t e n a n c e  t e c h n o l o g y. 
Technically, every design in the 
Environment feels a need, and 
e q u a l l y  c r e a t e s  n e e d / s 
simultaneously. This aphorism 
may be too technically inclined to 
call for further breakdown. Sorry 
for the little digressive suspense. 
Nevertheless, it 's axiomatic 
statement.

Meanwhile, it amounts to 
absolute  disser vice for  the 
posterity, without making the 
hash declaration at this juncture, 

that, the person who foisted this 
death trap christened the project 
Nigeria over a century ago 
(Precisely stating --late Queen 
Elizabeth of  England) is not only 
wedded for eternal perdition, but, 
must go down in the annals of  the 
world political history as the 
harbinger of  the worst regrettable 
agency of  Man's inhumanity to 
man.  Hence,  the  per t inent 
farewell message from one of  this 
c o l u m n ' s  r e c e n t  t r e a t i s e s ; 
“Farewell the Queen of  Slavery, 
Pogrom and Genocide". Worthy 
of  note is that Slavery preceded 
Colonialism. Far from being 
judgmental, the history of  the 
Pogrom and genocide during the 
Nigeria --Biafra civil war by a 
great extent enough to vindicate 
the truth in the assertion that the 
late Queen Elizabeth of  England 
was unapologetically culpable for 
the heinous criminality against 
humanity.

Now, the cursory dissection of  
the previous, past and present 
structural health status of  the 
flawed project Nigeria is bound to 
unveil profound innate sources of  
weakness, impending instabilities, 
failures and probable ultimate 
collapse. For purposes of  clarity 
to all laypersons on the above 
analogies; it's noteworthy that, in 
a Building Structure, movements 
in the components and elements 
indicate weakness which if  
undetected or identified for swift 
responses is bound to degenerate 
into failures and the worst case of  
collapse.

F r o m  t h e  p o s t  1 9 1 4 
Amalgamation of  the Nigeria 

project, the assumption was that it 
purportedly leans on virtual 
tripod foundation. .But, prior to 
t h i s  t i m e,  a  d e m o g r a p h i c 
manipulations may have been 
perfected for sinister motives. This 
c u l m i n a t e d  i n  t h e  w i c k e d 
c o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  t h r e e 
incompatible conjugates. And 
there hinged the maim roots of  the 
diversity. The multiethnic and 
secularity traits entail more 
complexity of  the diversity.

From the era of  the foregoing 
(i.e. the Pre-colonial or pre-
independence, independence) 
a n d  d o w n  t o  t h e  p o s t -
independence,   till the present 
s i t u a t i o n ;  t h e  c o u n t r y  i s 
confronted with intr iguing 
questions of  the clear definition of  
the Nationhood.

Metaphorically, Nigeria is   an 
artificial multiethnic county. It is 
an imaginary nation .This simply 
implies the nation made up of  
many   nations. Actually, Nigeria 
is a Nation -State with profound 
peculiarities broadly classified, 
the Amalgamation done in 1914 
distinguished two of  the North 
and South as the major elements 
(Amalgams).Hence, the resultant 
Amalgamation of  the Northern 
and Southern Protectorates. This 
essay, for obvious reasons prefer 
to avoid ambiguity by choosing to 
de-emphasize the Protectorates 
and somehow the Proprietary of  
the Project Nigeria--Britain / late 
Queen Elizabeth.

T h e  f u r t h e r a n c e  o f  t h e 
definition of  the project Nigeria 
c o u l d  b e  t r a c e d  t o  t h e 
Independence era from the 1960. 
Henceforth, the journey of  62 
years precisely, confronts us 
recurrently with more intriguing 
questions of  the details of  the 
appropriate definition of  the 
Nationhood. The dynamism of  
nature brings it up each time, until 
w h e n  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l 
application of  this contentious 
Northern and Southern Nigeria. 
And while the Northern Nigeria 
pretends about encountering 
problems with their own internal 
definition, the Southern Nigeria 
are having serious issues with 
arriving at  the appropriate 
internal definition of  the South. 
This is the crux of  the matter. But, 
the desire for equity, fairness, 
justice and good conscience 
principle remains the desiderata, 
whereas the quest for liberation, 
a n d  f r e e d o m  o f  s e l f -
determination appears to be the 
final arbiter. The regulator of  
armament, God of  creations is 
watching Nigeria. 

For the reason of  National 
peace and unity, the concept of  
Federal character was introduced. 
The shortest cut to the desired 
peace and unity of  the Federal 
Republic  of  Nigeria is  the 
deserving respect for the sanctity 
o f  t h e  Fe d e r a l  c h a r a c t e r 
phenomenon and concomitant 
equal rights and justice. The desire 
for peace and unity without equal 
rights and justice is not only in 
vain but practically Utopian 

u n d e r  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g 
circumstances.

This is the bane of  the Project 
Nigeria. We have survived the 
four successive Republics after the 
1963 Republican Constitution, 
wriggled through the horrendous 
N i ge r i a , - - B i a f r a  c iv i l  wa r 
spanning 1967 to 1970 to the 
ongoing post-civil war hidden 
agenda of  crass marginalization 
of  the Southeast. The sinister 
agenda keep resonating.

Interestingly, the post-civil war 
Nigeria lacks the sagacity and 
temerity of  arriving at decisive 
de f in i t ion  o f  the  na t iona l 
constituents apparently.

As the case concerning the 
P r e s i d e n t i a l  S y s t e m  o f  
government and the unique 
Federation of  the project Nigeria, 
affirmative actions taken to avoid 
future post-civil war altercations 
include the Federal character 
phenomenon and the obnoxious 
Quota system of  the Education 
sector nay the rotation of  the 
Presidency. Nevertheless, the 
r e l u c t a n c e  e x h i b i t e d 
notwithstanding, the concept of  
t h e  r o t a t i o n a l  P r e s i d e n c y 
introduced initially as one of  
unconstitutional conventions like 
other affirmative steps, to be  
precise the Rotational Presidency, 
as earlier stated is being unjustly 
resisted in the entire national 
trajectory.

The National political security 
architecture is so practically 
imbued with errors depicting 
i n e q u i t y  a n d  c r a s s 
marginalization of  the Southwest 
region. Unarguably, the definition 
of  the Northern and Southern 
Nigeria clear as it may be, tends to 
consistently unleash cheats and 
unimaginable disdain for the 
Southeast region of  the Southern 
Nigeria. This is preposterous. 
And, also the bitter pills to 
swal low that  i s  ver y  of ten 
efficacious. The Independent 
Electoral Commission INEC 
registered many political parties 
to play in much skewed national 
political landscape. Under the 
imaginary level playing field and 
competition, two political parties 
the People's Democratic Party 
P D P  a n d  A l l  P r o g r e s s i ve 
Congress APC were distinguished 
as major players. Prior to the 
upcoming general elections of  the 
2023, the recent party primaries 
results of  the two main parties 
portends bad omen, especially 
now that they have brazenly 
adduced their own practical 
definitions of  the project Nigeria. 
In fact, none of  the two respected 
the diversity of  the Nigeria 
n a t i o n h o o d  b y  a n y 
a p p r ox i m a t i o n s . .  Fo r  t h e 
reckoning, the Southern Nigeria 
held the Presidency for an 
uninterrupted term of  eight years 
two tenures at four years per 
tenure enjoyed by the former 
president Olusegun Obasanjo of  
the Southwest. And the additional 
Six years (because of  the death of  
the late president Musa YarAdua) 
which birthed by the doctrine of  
Necessity enjoyed by the former 

president Goodluck Johnathan of  
the South-South. Matter of  fact, 
the Northern Nigeria had a turn 
interrupted by the course of  
nature after enjoying two years of  
the first term of  Presidency. And 
the outstanding six years was 
completed by the South-South 
indigene,  former  pres ident 
Goodluck Johnathan. By overt or 
covert acts of  conspiracy, the 
vicious coalition of  the Southwest 
and Northern elements of  the 
then ruling PDP and dissidents of  
other patties merged into the APC 
and sacked the PDP government 
of  the President Goodluck 
Johnathan abruptly, Only to 
return the Presidency to the 
Nor ther n Nigeria  with the 
i n c u m b e n t  p r e s i d e n t 
Muhammadu Buhari  PMB. 
That's where we are at the 
moment- the crossroad, cusp of  
change.

S t i l l  o n  t h e  l a d d e r ,  a 
countdown to the party primaries 
of  the  PDP and APC, the 
definition given of  the nation, 
undermined her diversity in no 
small measure. In effect, the PDP 
goofed first to imply that the 
convention of  the rotational 
Presidency does not hold water 
any longer , missing in the lexicon 
of  the affirmative actions taken to 
ensure equity, fairness, justice and 
doctrine of  good conscience. The 
Northern and some South-South 
elements were culpable. At first, 
the North resisted the return of  
the Presidency to the Southern 
Nigeria for untenable excuses for 
the  PDP candidate  o f  the 
Northern extraction to emerge in 
the person of  the former Vice 
president Alhaji Atiku Abubakar. 
And the South-South enjoyed the 
comfort of  playing accomplice to 
the wrong disposition. Taking a 
clue from the PDP, the ruling 
APC presidential primaries threw 
up even the more complicated 
candidacy of  the Southwestern 
extraction of  Muslim Alhaji Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu BAT, with a 
Northern Muslim runner-up 
Shettima. In this regard, the ruling 
APC displayed total disdain for 
the Southeast and national 
diversity, and secularity.

By implications, the entire 
national trajectory of  the two 
main political parties showed 
unbearable  disdain for  the 
Southeast region of  Nigeria.

As if  these are not enough, to 
add salt to the injury, the recent 
political outburst at Enugu, by the 
PDP Presidential f lagbearer 
Alhaji Atiku Abubakar is a 
g r a t u i t o u s  I n s u l t  o n  t h e 
Southeast. The verbal campaigns 
canvassing for the Igbos support 
as the shortest and safest bridge to 
the Presidency is  not  only 
denigrating, but, clear relegation 
of  the Igbo status as very inferior 
in the national scheme of  things. 
This is very unsettling and 
unacceptable, and to borrow the 
words of  the erudite Prof  Dike 
SAN,”Atiku Has No Power to 
Cede Presidency or  not  to 
Ndigbo", it's a Gratuitous Insult." 
What an errant nonsense?
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The Nigeria project; Atiku and gratuitous affront
on South East
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Security men bust suspected Ebonyi IPOB 
camp, arrest Commander, recover arms 
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

S
ecurity men in a joint op-
eration in Ebonyi State 
have arrested a suspect-

ed Commander of  the Indig-
enous People of  Biafra, one 
Nnamdi Obaji and others in 
the state.

The suspected IPOB mem-
bers were arrested at their 
camps in a thick forest, on 
Omege village, Agba commu-
nity, in the Ishielu Local Gov-
ernment Area of  the state. 

The suspects and others, it 
was alleged, were responsible 
for the criminal activities in 
the community and its envi-
rons. 

The Police Public Relations 
Officer in the state, SP Chris 
Anyanwu disclosed  this in a 
statement in Abakaliki.

According to him, “In a bid 
to sustain the laudable tempo 
of  proactiveness with the de-

sire to rid the State of  crime 
and criminality especially as 
the Yuletide/Political seasons 
have set-in, the Ebonyi State 
Police Command under the 
leadership of  CP Aliyu Gar-
ba psc (+), armed with credi-
ble intelligence, stormed three 
big camps of  the outlawed 
IPOB/ESN  operatives (in-
cluding a new one under ac-
tive construction), located in 
a thick forest close to Opeke 
River, in Omege village Agba 
Community in Ishielu LGA. 

“The operation spearhead-
ed by the Command’s Tacti-
cal teams and  assisted by the 
Military and DSS in the State, 
was prompted by quantum 
pieces of  reliable evidence, 
professionally elicited from 
interrogation of  Nnamdi Ng-
wuta Obaji (aka State Com-
mander No.3) and another 
operative of  the outlawed 
group, Felix Ogudu who were 
earlier arrested.

“While accessing/cordon-
ing the camps, the combined 
teams were ambushed by the 
criminal elements with rains 
of  sporadic shooting in their 
direction. Without hesitation, 
the allied team swiftly re-
sponded and engaged them in 
same manner and of  course 
their superior fire power sub-
dued the miscreants, who 
chanted morale-boasting war 
songs, dived into the Opeke 
River and swarm to different 
directions as they scampered 
for safety. However, a good 
number of  them were neu-
tralized while many escaped 
with bullet injuries.

“After dislodging the crim-
inal elements and taking over 
the ground, the camp which 
they christened “Igbo But 
Igbo Training Camp”, was 
ransacked and destroyed. 
Equally, a wooden bridge 
under construction intended 
to aid the miscreants in their 
coming and going, was dis-
mantled.”

According to the Com-
mand’s spokesperson, items 
recovered from the suspects 
included; 11 bullet-proof  jack-
ets; 8 sets of  Military camou-
flage uniforms; 2 camp-gas 
cookers; 110 rounds of  FNC 
live ammunition; 40 rounds 

of  GPMG live ammunition; 
1 white Toyota Hilux vehicle; 
among others.

The statement added, “Not 
yet done, the joint team car-
ried the onslaught to Anike 
Isu, Onicha LGA, the abode 
and shrine of  the dare-dev-
il State  Commander of  the 
organisation popularly called 
Ambassador. 

“The shrine which had a 
live-tortoise, was equally neu-
tralised at the end of  the as-
signment. One of  the leaders 
of  the organisation popularly 
known as SARS Commander 
with dread-locks on his head, 
said to be an indigene of  Cross 

River State is on-the-run and 
is declared wanted. He and 
members of  the outlawed 
IPOB/ESN are responsible 
for the attack on Police sta-
tions, home town of  former 
Chairman Ikwo LGA.  

“The gang is also highly 
suspected to have partaken 
as a crimini participe in the 
attack of  the Provost of  Fed-
eral College of  Education, 
Isu Onicha along Agba axis, 
a few days ago judging from 
the proximity of  their camp 
to the scene of  the incident 
and many other similar ones 
in the state.”

Anambra denies shutting down bet crentres 

T
he Anambra Commis-
sioner For Culture, En-
tertainment and Tour-

ism, Mr Don Onyenji, has 
called on operators of  Lottery 
and Betting activities to carry 
on their businesses as allowed 
by the extant law. 

Onyenji urged the operators 
to disregard the information 
in circulation that the Anam-
bra government has placed a 
ban on their activities in the 
state. 

The News Agency of  Ni-
geria reports that the latest 
directives are contained in a 
press release signed by the 
Commissioner in Awka on 
Saturday. 

“The attention of  the An-
ambra state Government has 
been drawn to the various 
misinterpretations of  its di-
rectives to operators of  Casi-
no Games domiciled in hotels 
and restaurants in the state to 
suspend their operations.

“This was as a result of  
written and video petitions on 
suspected fraudulent practic-
es, lack of  transparency and 
non-payment of  Game win-
nings to players. 

Part of  the directives reads 
‘The Anambra State Minis-
try of  Culture, Entertainment 
And Tourism in collaboration 
with the Anambra state In-
ternal Revenue Service AIRS 
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and the Ministry of  Home-
land Affairs hereby directs all 
operators of  Casino Games 
within Hotels, Restaurants 
and Bars to suspend all oper-
ations with immediate effect. 

“The suspension will last 
until the conclusion of  inves-
tigations,” he said.

The commissioner said that 
all Hotel Owners and Bars in 
the State have been invited to 
a meeting to discuss security 
and other services and policy 
issues. However, he said, “it is 
grossly unfortunate that some 
mischief  makers added lot-
tery and Betting activities and 
organisations to the ban.” 

He said the suspension 

was only directed at Casino 
Games operators in the ho-
tels and hospitality outfits, 
excluding all other betting 
centers in the state. 

Onyenji said that the gov-
ernment has identified the 
owners of  the particular 
casino machine and has ad-
vanced investigations on the 
complaint. 

He said that the sites in-
volved in the complaint have 
temporarily shut down their 
machines. Onyenji assured 
that the government would 
conclude investigations in a 
record time when the report-
ed case is fairly handled and 
discharged. 

2023: PDP ‘ll win Anambra, says Okowa 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

D
elta State Governor 
and the Vice Presi-
dential Candidate of  

the People Democratic Party 
(PDP), Senator Ifeanyi Oko-
wa, over the weekend, said 
his party, PDP will win the 
2023 Presidential, the Senate, 
House Representatives and 
State House of  Assembly elec-
tions in Anambra State. 

Okowa who was repre-
sented by PDP member of  
presidential Council and 
chairman of  United Nigeria 
Airlines, High Chief  Prof. 
Obiora Okonkwo at the 20th 
Coronation anniversary and 
Ofala festival of  Obi of  Onit-
sha, Igwe Alfred Nnaemeka 
Achebe, said despite the fact 
that the State for many years 
has been dominated by the 
All Progressives Grand Alli-
ance (APGA) and the Presi-
dential Candidate of  Labour 
Party Peter Obi is from the 
state, PDP will take the state 
in 2023. 

This is because Anambra 
State remained a PDP state. 
Okonkwo in an interview 
after representing Okowa 
explain that: “PDP is fully 

prepared for the campaign. 
Anambra has always been the 
home of  PDP, and you may 
wish to check it. In the past, 
we have won landslide in all 
the presidential elections, and 
almost all the time, we have 
won majority of  the national 
assembly election, and I do not 
think this will be different.

 “The campaign committee 
is coming up to Anambra, and 
we will campaign in every cor-
ner of  Anambra State, starting 
from every voter, every polling 
booth, every ward and every 

local government. “I have no 
doubt that at the end of  the 
day, Anambra people will 
know that we need to be re-
connected to Abuja, and the 
only wire that will give us that 
connection to the political grid 
is PDP.”

Although APGA has 
dominated Anambra State, 
Okonkwo described the party 
as a friend of  PDP.  He said: 
“APGA had controlled the 
state in past times when PDP 
had won 95 percent of  the 
votes in the state, both in the 

presidential and National as-
sembly election in Anambra 
State. I think it is going to be 
the same.”

 “Anambra people have al-
ways voted for the PDP at all 
times, and I wonder why you 
feel this time will be different. 
We are confident that we will 
win Anambra at the end of  the 
day.”

He praised the traditional 
ruler of  Onitsha, Igwe Alfred 
Nnaemeka Achebe for hold-
ing a colourful Ofala cultural 
festival and enjoined other 
monarchs and communities 
to join in showcasing African 
culture.

Items recovered from the suspected IPOB CAMP in Ebonyi

Soludo, Okonkwo, others
grace Obi of Onitsha’s 20th 
coronation anniversary 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

G
overnor Chukwuma 
Soludo of  Anam-
bra State, Senator 

Ndii Obi and Prof. Obiora 
Okonkwo who represented 
the presidential candidate of  
Peoples Democratic Party(P-
DP) and Vice Presidential 
Candidate Ifeanyi Okowa 
were among the dignitaries 
that graced the Ofala and the 
20th Coronation Ceremony 
of  Obi of  Onitsha, Igwe Al-
fred Nnaemeka Achebe on 
Saturday.

In his address, Obi Achebe 
recounted his journey to the 
throne which began on May 
14, 2002. According to Obi 
Achebe in the 20 years, he 
had been on the throne he 
instituted peace and Recon-
ciliation based on Truth and 
transparency, the base being 
to galvanise the energies and 
resources of  Onitsha indi-
genes all over the world.  

He recalled that the festival 
was celebrated in 2020 and 
2021 on low key because of  
the COVID-19 that devastat-
ed the world. 

,
This year’s Ofala was sig-

nificant in two ways, the 
return of  the festival to full 
form and the usual display 
of  royal dances, tributes, 
parades, music and comple-
mentary activities.

He recounted efforts he 
made to alleviate COVID-19 
and to move Onitsha for-
ward. Assessing governments 
in Nigeria, Obi Achebe 
praised Governor Soludo for 
his first steps and his care so 
far about Onitsha.  

As for the Federal Govern-
ment, Igwe Achebe lament-
ed that no other time except 
the civil war had the country 
witnessed a downturn of  the 
present magnitude.

 “The biggest challenge of  
the nation today is insecuri-
ty which affects most parts 
of  the country and disrupts 
every aspect of  our public 
and private lives “, he lament-
ed.  This, coupled with fall-
ing oil prices, low exchange 
rate  Academic Staff  Union 
of  University strike, oil thefts 
and like likes, he lamented 
has plunged the country into 
turmoil.

 However, he is optimistic 
about the start of  political 
activities, especially the emer-
gence of  the Labour Party 
which he said created the 
‘Third Force Movement’ as 
a political pressure group that 
will redefine politics and gov-
ernance in the country”. 

As usual, cultural displays 
led by Obi Achebe’s dance 
steps, his Chiefs and titled 
men and women featured 
during the colourful ceremo-
ny.
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Over 540 stranded Nigerians evacuated 
from United Arab Emirates

Peter Obi visits flood ravaged 
communities, victims in Anambra

News

Strike: ASUU files appeal against NIC judgment
T

he Academic Staff  
Union of  Universities 
has again filed an ap-

peal seeking the nullification 
of  the judgment of  the Na-
tional Industrial Court of  
Nigeria which ruled that the 
lecturers must return to the 
classroom.

The Counsel for ASUU, 
Femi Falana, SAN made 
this known while speaking 
with newsmen in the Federal 
Capital Territory, Abuja on 
Saturday.

The appeal comes when 
the universities and students 
affected by the strike are 
picking up from where the 
strike disrupted their activi-
ties.

On October 14, ASUU 
suspended the strike it de-
clared on February 14 be-
cause of  unmet demands by 
the Federal Government in 
compliance with the Appeal 
Court order upholding the 
NIC verdict, which mandat-
ed the union to suspend the 
action.

The three-member pan-
el of  the Court of  Appeal 
headed by Hamma Barka 
dismissed ASUU’s applica-
tion for a stay of  execution 
on the NIC ruling.

But it gave the lecturers 
seven days to file their ap-
peal, during which they 
must have resumed work.

The Federal Government 
had dragged ASUU to the 
NIC because of  the lingering 
strike.

Dissatisfied with the court 
ruling, the union engaged 
Femi Falana, who filed 14 
grounds of  appeal, including 
a stay of  execution of  the 
ruling, on behalf  of  the lec-
turers on Friday, September 
26.

Apart from the appeal 
court ruling, the union also 
said it suspended the strike 
because of  the interventions 
of  President Muhammadu 
Buhari, Femi Gbajabiami-
la-led House of  Represent-
atives, and other eminent 
Nigerians who mediated in 
the crisis.

However, the union 
claimed the government was 

yet to meet its demands fully.
Recall that while present-

ing the 2023 budget to the 
National Assembly in Abu-
ja on October 7, President 
Buhari said the government 
earmarked N470 billion for 
the revitalization and salary 
improvement in the nation’s 
public tertiary institutions.

But it is unclear if  the fed-
eral government will pay 
the eight-month salaries 
backlog covering the peri-
od the ASUU strike lasted. 
Payment of  the backlog was 
one of  the reasons the strike 
dragged because the govern-
ment had vowed not to pay.

A major twist to ASUU’s 
appeal is the possibility of  
the union downing tools 
again if  the appeal favours it 
and the government fails to 
meet its demands.

Some of  ASUU demands 
are: funding for the revitali-
zation of  public universities, 
earned academic allowanc-
es, stopping the proliferation 
of  public universities, re-
placement of  the Integrated 
Payroll and Personal Infor-
mation System (IPPIS) with 
Transparency and Account-
ability Solution (UTAS), 
and renegotiation of  the 
2009 agreement between the 
government and the union.

LP Presidential Flagbearer, Peter Obi continuing his visit to �ood ravaged states, this time in Anambra.

Catastrophic Floods: I’m surprised no Federal 
presence yet in Bayelsa - Peter Obi 

T
he presidential can-
didate of  the Labour 
Party in the 2023 

election, Mr Peter Obi, has 
expressed surprise that the 
Federal Government had yet 
to respond three weeks after 
massive flooding hit Bayelsa 
State. Obi said flying into the 
state in a chopper gave him a 
better aerial view of  the situ-

ation and that the state needs 
urgent help.

Obi spoke in Yenagoa, the 
state capital, when he paid 
a courtesy visit to Governor 
Douye Diri at the Govern-
ment House before they both 
visited internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) at the Oxbow 
Lake Pavilion camp in Yena-
goa.

He lamented the hardship 
experienced by people of  the 
state as a result of  the floods 
and wondered why the feder-
al government had not sent 
a high-powered delegation 
to the state with a view to 
providing assistance for the 
people.

While calling on the Fed-
eral Government to declare 
an emergency over the flood-
ing in parts of  Nigeria with 
Bayelsa as a case in point, he 
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remarked that as a state that 
is strategic to the economy 
of  Nigeria, it deserved more 
from the centre.

He called on the interna-
tional community, donor 
agencies and public-spirited 
individuals and organiza-
tions to assist the govern-
ment navigate through this 
difficult moment.

Obi lauded Diri’s han-
dling of  the situation so far 
and urged him not to give 
up while promising to stand 
with the people in their try-
ing moments.

The Labour Party pres-
idential candidate said he 
decided to suspend his cam-
paign to sympathize with the 
people of  Bayelsa and other 
states affected and promised 
not to resume campaigns un-
til this phase of  flooding was 

over.
He noted that though as 

governor he experienced the 
2012 floods, the current one 
was more devastating.

Responding, Diri lament-
ed the impact of  the flood, 
which he said has claimed 
lives, property and destroy-
ing the economy of  the 
state. The Bayelsa governor 
acknowledged the concern 
showed by President Mu-
hammadu Buhari by direct-
ing federal rescue and disas-
ter management agencies to 
assist the state. He however 
noted that the directive was 
yet to be adhered to.

The state’s helmsman as-
sured people of  the state that 
his administration will con-
tinue to stand with them and 
spare no effort in providing 
relief  to victims of  the flood.

F
ew days after the 
Labour Party Presi-
dential Candidate for 

the 2023 general elections, 
Mr. Peter Obi visited flood 
victims in Benue State, he 
has arrived Anambra State 
to sympathize with the vic-
tims of  the flood disaster.

Among his entourage 
were the candidate for An-
ambra North Senatorial 
District under Labour Par-
ty, Dr Tony Nwoye, and a 
2021 governorship candi-
date in Anambra, Mr. Val-
entine Ozigbo.

Supreme Court hears FG’s appeal against Nnamdi Kanu today

T
he Supreme Court 
will today hear the 
appeal FG filed to 

set aside the judgment that 
freed Kanu.

FG, in the notice of  appeal 
it hinged on seven grounds, 
wants the apex court to stay 
the execution of  the judg-
ment the appellate court de-
livered on October 13.

It is, among other things, 
contending that the appel-
late court panel erred in law 
and occasioned a miscar-
riage of  justice when it relied 
on the manner Kanu was 
renditioned from Kenya to 
Nigeria after he jumped bail 
the trial court granted to him 
in 2017, to quash the entire 
charge against him.

It maintained that the ap-
pellate court acted in error 
by striking out the charge 
against the IPOB leader on 
the premise that the trial 
judge no longer had the ju-
risdiction to handle the mat-

ter.
The office of  the Attor-

ney-General of  the Federa-
tion and Minister of  Justice, 
prayed the apex court to 
in the interim, suspend the 
execution of  the Court of  
Appeal verdict, pending the 
hearing and determination 
of  its appeal.

It will be recalled that 
the appellate court had in a 
unanimous judgment by the 
three-man panel of  justices, 
accused FG of  flagrantly vi-
olating all known laws in the 
way it forcefully rendered 
Kanu from Kenya to the 
country for the continuation 
of  his trial.

Meanwhile, the three Jus-
tices of  the Court of  Appeal 
panel who struck out terror-
ism charges the Federal Gov-
ernment preferred against 
the detained leader of  the 
Indigenous People of  Biafra, 
IPOB, Nnamdi Kanu, have 
been transferred from their 

various divisions. According 
to a Vanguard investigation, 
the three appellate court jus-
tices were transferred, four 
days after they delivered the 
judgment that discharged the 
embattled IPOB leader.

Whereas the presiding 
Justice, Jummai Hanatu 
Sankey, who was hitherto 
in the Gombe Division of  
the court, has been moved to 
Awka Division, Justice Olu-
dotun Adetope-Okojie who 
delivered the lead judgment 
was transferred to Owerri, 
while the third member of  
the panel, Justice Ebiowei 
Tobi, was moved to Gombe.

A memo dated October 
17, which was signed by 
the President of  the Court 
of  Appeal, Justice Monica 
Dongban-Mensem, stressed 
that the new posting for the 
justices was with immediate 
effect as they were expected 
to report to their new stations 
by October 21.

… 3 Justices on Appeal Court panel reportedly transferred

received by a Federal Govern-
ment team led by the Nation-
al Emergency Management 
Agency (NEMA) and airport 
officials, security agencies 
including National Commis-
sion for Refugees and Inter-
nally Displaced Persons (NC-
FRMI), Nigerians in Diaspora 
Commission (NIDCOM), Ni-
gerian Correctional Service, 
Nigerian Customs service, 
Port Health Services amongst 
others. He said the returnees 
were screened by the health of-
ficials, profiled by various rel-
evant agencies and cleared by 
Nigerian Immigration Service 
before given a token of  trans-
port fare by NEMA.

Receiving them on behalf  
of  the Federal Government, 
Director General, NEMA, 
Mustapha Habib Ahmed 
urged the returnees to learn 
from their experiences and be 
law-abiding citizens.

Represented by the Direc-
tor of  Finance and Accounts, 
Alh. Sani Ahmed Jiba said the 
Federal Government approved 
the evacuation as well as a to-
ken for the returnees to sup-
port their movement back to 
their homes. On her part, the 
Consul General of  Nigeria in 
Dubai, Amb. Atinuke Taibat 
Mohammed, who accompa-
nied the returnees back on the 
flight, appreciated the Federal 
Government for the special 
intervention in safe evacuation 
of  the stranded citizens back 
home.

Mr. Obi was received 
by the President General 
of  Umueri, Chief  Johnny 
Metchie.

On his arrival, Mr. Obi 
joined a canoe to inspect 
the flood level at Umueze 
Anam and other impacted 
communities.

The PG, Umueri Com-
munity, Chief  Metchie led 
Peter Obi to various IDP 
camps in Umueri Com-
munity using boats to sail 
across the Omambala Riv-
er from Nneyi Umueri to 
Otuocha Umueri.

N
o fewer than 542 
stranded Nigerians 
in the United Arab 

Emirates (UAE) have been 
evacuated by the Federal 
Government.

The evacuees arrived 
Nnamdi Azikiwe Interna-
tional Airport Abuja aboard 
a Max Air Chartered flight 
operated with the Airline’s 
Boeing 747.

On board the plane, which 
touched down at 4:29 a.m, 
were 79 males, 460 females 
and 3 infants.

According to a statement 
signed by Head, Press Unit, 
National Emergency Man-
agement Agency (NEMA), 
Manzo Ezekiel, they were 
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News Analysis

t is evidently true that those Iwho ignore history, like the 
Bourbons of  European 

history, do so at their own peril.
The challenges bedeviling us 

as a nation did not start today, or 
in the recent past. The urgency of  
understanding this phenomenon 
that has made peace elusive to us 
has become a sine qua non. This 
week, we explore our thematic 
analysis.

Nigeria has since borrowed 
her future

The Director General of  the 
Debt  Management  Of f i ce 
( D M O )  r e c e n t ly  a l a r m e d 
Nigerians when she casually 
confirmed that Nigeria's total 
debt as at March, 2022, stands at 
N41.60 trillion. Nigeria has been 
running serious budget deficit. 
According to the World Bank 
Survey report of  197 Countries, 
Nigeria came 195 beating only 
Yemen and Afghanistan. Nigeria 
that used N10trillion for the 2022 
oil subsidy regime is expected to 
use N9trillion in 2023. The size 
of  the borrowing is 62 per cent of  
the budget.

Nigeria now borrows to 
service debt interest; not the debt 
itself. We have literally become a 
vassal of  and dependant on 
China, that has its shy lock 
fingers on different aspects of  the 
economy, ranging from metro 
light rails, hydropower dams, free 
trade zones, to transportation 
and telecommunications.

The trade deficit between 
Nigeria and China is 80 per cent 
– 200 per cent of  bilateral trade 
volumes. Nigeria imports 10 
times more than it exports to 
China. Nigeria pays for darkness 
Nigeria ought to be producing at 
least, 12,522 MW of  electricity 
today with abundant sources of  
power through coal, hydro, oil 
(petroleum) and natural gas.

Nigeria has every option the 
TCN (Transmission Companies 
of  Nigeria) and the Discos that 
distribute electricity generated by 
Gencos. The Discos call the shot, 
forcing Nigeria to pay for 
darkness. Small Kenya of  less 
than 57 million people generates 
1.043 gigawatts; Ghana installed 
capac i ty  o f  3 ,655 .5  MW. 
Compare Nigeria, a country of  
217.4million people generating 
about 4,000 Mega watts of  
electricity, less than 1000 of  
South Africa with 60.9 million 
p e o p l e  w h i c h  g e n e r a t e s 
50,095MW. What a shame!

The desertion and relocation 
of  industries

Most major industries that 
were very famous in Nigeria in 
the 70s, 80s and 90s have either 
withered and died away or 
re located to neighbouring 
countries due to incumbent and 
u n c o n d u s i v e  p r e v a i l i n g 
conditions. Between 2009-2014, 
322 private firms closed down in 
Nigeria due to strangulating 

business regulations, corruption 
a n d  u n s t a b l e  p o l i t i c a l 
environment, according to a 
World Bank Enterprise Survey.

Factories and companies 
that have folded up in Nigeria 
include Berec Batteries, Exide 
Batteries, Okin Biscuits, Aladja, 
Jos and Osogbo Steel Rolling 
Mills; Nigeria Sugar Company, 
Tale and Lyle sugar company; 
Nigeria Paper Mill Ltd, Nigerian 
Newspr int  Manufac tur ing 
Company at Oku-Iboku; and the 
N i g e r i a  N a t i o n a l  P a p e r 
Manufacturing Company in 
Ogun State.

Six Automobile Assembly 
Plants,  including Peugeot, 
Volkswagen, Anambra Motor 
Manufacturing Ltd,  Steyr, 
National Truck Manufacturers, 
Fiat and Leyland, have all kissed 
the  canvas  and gone into 
extinction. 38 textile companies, 
including Afprint, Aswani, 
A r e w a  Te x t i l e s ,  U n i t e x , 
Supertex, Asaba, Odua, Edo and 
Aba Textile Mills; Nigerian 
S y n t h e t h i c  Fa b r i c s,  F i r s t 
Spinners, Kaduna and United 
Nigeria Textile Mills have gone 
into historical oblivion. What 
a b o u t  t h e  U g h e l l i  G l a s s 
Industry;  Okpella Cement 
Factory? Glaxo Smithe Khline, 
Agbare, Industrial hub? Gone or 
about to.

H ave  we  a lway s  b e e n 
d o o m e d ?  N o !  N o t a b l e 
achievements by Nigerians

BRITISH Nobel laureate 
Dorothy Hodgkin once notes 
that the University of  Lagos was 
one of  the world centres of  
expertise in her specialist field of  
chemica l  c r ys ta l log raphy. 
Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, 
h a d  t h e  f i r s t  wo r l d  c l a s s 
computer centre in Africa.

The University of  Ife had a 
notable pool of  expertise in 
nuclear physics. Our premier 
University of  Ibadan had an 
international reputation as a 
leading centre of  excellence in 
tropical medicine, development 
economics  and  h i s to r i ca l 
sciences. The Saudi Royal family 
used to frequent UCH for 
medical treatment in the sixties.

The engineering scientist 
Ayodele Awojobi, a graduate of  
ABU Zar ia ,  was  a  ra ther 
troubled genius. He tragically 
died of  frustration because our 
environment could not contain 
him, let alone utilize his talents. 
Ishaya Shuaibu Audu, pioneer 
Nigeria Vice-Chancellor of  ABU 
Zaria, collected all the prizes at 
St. Mary's University Medical 
School London.

His successor in Zaria, Iya 
Abubakar, was a highly talented 
Cambridge mathematician who 
became a professor at 28 and was 
a notable consultant to NASA. 
Alexander Animalu was a gifted 
MIT physicist who did work of  
o r i g i n a l  i m p o r t a n c e  i n 
superconductivity.

His book, intermediate 

Quantum Theory of  Crystalline 
Solids, has been translated into 
several languages, including 
R u s s i a n s .  R e n o w n e d 
mathematician, the late Chike 
Obi solved Fermat's 200-year old 
conjecture with pencil and paper 
w h i l e  t h e  C a m b r i d g e 
mathematician John Wiles 
achieved same with the help of  a 
computer working over a decade.

After the harsh environment 
o f  t h e  1 9 8 0 s ,  I M F /  W B 
S t r u c t u r a l  A d j u s t m e n t 
Prog rammes,  the  Ibrahim 
Babangida military dictatorship 
undertook massive budgetary 
cutbacks in higher education. 
1“Smartest People, mediocre 
nation – the irony of  Nigeria” ; 
accessed on 11th September, 
2022 Our brightest and best fled 
abroad.

Today, Nigerian doctors, 
scientists and engineers are 
making massive contributions in 
Europe and North America. 
Prof  Philip Emeagwali won the 
1989 Gordon Bell Award for his 
work in super-computing. Jelani 
Aliyu designed the first electric 
car for American automobile 
g i a n t  G e n e r a l  M o t o r s . 
O l u f u n m i l a y o  O l o p e d e , 
Professor of  Medicine at the 
University of  Chicago, won a 
MacArthur Genius Award for 
her work on cancer.

Winston Soboyejo, who 
earned a Cambridge doctorate at 
23, is a Princeton engineering 
professor laurelled for his 
contributions to materials 
research. He is Chairman of  the 
scientific Advisory Board to the 
Secretary-General of  the UN. 
Wa s h i n g t o n  U n i v e r s i t y 
b i o m e d i c a l  e n g i n e e r i n g 
professor, Samuel Achilefu, 
received the St. Louis Award for 
his invention of  cancer-seeing 
glasses that is a major advance in 
radiology.

Kunle Olukotun of  Stanford 
did work of  original importance 
on multi-processors. National 
Merit laureate, Omowunmi 
Sadik, of  State University of  
Binghamton owns patents for 
biosensors technology. Young 
Nigerians are also recording 
stellar performances at home and 
abroad. A Nigerian family, the 
Imafidons, were voted “the 
smartest family in Britain” in 
2015. Anne Marie Imafidon 
earned her Oxford Masters' in 
Mathematics and Computer 
Science when she was only 19. 
Today, she si ts  on several 
cor porate boards and was 
awarded an MBE in 2017 for 
services to science.

Recen t ly,  Benue  S ta t e 
University mathematician, 
Atovigba Michael Vershima is 
believed to have solved the two 
c e n t u r i e s - o l d  R i e m a n n 
Conjecture that has defied giants 
such as Gauss, Minkowski and 
Polya. Another young man, 
Hallowed Olaoluwa, was one of  

a dozen “future Einstein” 
awarded postdoctoral fellowship 
by Harvard University.

He completed a remarkable 
doctorate in mathematical 
physics at the University of  
Lagos age 21. While at Harvard, 
he aims to focus on solving 
problems relating to “quantum 
ergodicity and quantum chaos”, 
with applications to medical 
imaging and robotics.

Another Unilag alumnus, 
Ayodele Dada, graduated with a 
p e r f e c t  5 . 0  G P A ,  a n 
unprecedented feat in a Nigerian 
Univers i ty.  Victor  Olalusi 
recently graduated with such 
stel lar performance at  the 
Russian Medical Research 
University, Moscow, and was 
f e t e d  t h e  b e s t  g r a d u a t e 
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  R u s s i a n 
Federation. Habiba Daggash, 
daughter of  my friend, Senator 
Sanus i  Daggash ,  recent ly 
graduated with starred rust in 
E n g i n e e r i n g  a t  O x f o r d 
U n i v e r s i t y.  E m m a n u e l 
Ohuabunwa earned a CPA of  
3,98 out of  a possible 4.0 as the 
best overall graduate of  the Ivy-
L e a g u e  J o h n s  H o p k i n s 
University. Stewart Hendry, 
Johns Hopkins Professor of  
Neuroscience, described the 
young man as having “an 
intellect so rare that it touches on 
the unique…a personality that is 
once-in-a-lifetime”.

There is also young Yemi 
Adesokan, postdoctoral fellow 
of  Harvard Medical School who 
patented procedures for tracking 
spread of  viral epidemics in 
developing countries. Ufot 
Ekong recently solved a 50-year 
mathematical riddle at Tokai – 
University in Japan and was 
voted the most outstanding 
graduate of  the institution.

He currently works as an 
engineer for Nissan, having 
pocketed two patents in his 
discipline. This is only the tip of  
the iceberg. If  our system were 
not so inclement to talent, we 
would be celebrating a bountiful 
harvest of  geniuses in all the 
fields of  human endeavour. This 
is why the correlates between our 
g e n e - p o o l  a n d  n a t i o n a l 
development are so diametrically 
opposed. Unfortunately, the 
success stories are the exception 
rather than the rule. This is 
because, we are becoming a 
failed state.

Nigeria as a failed state
Has Nigeria really become a 

failed Stat What is a failed state, 
anyway? A failed state is one 
whose political or economic 
fabric has become so weak that 
the government loses control. In 
such a state, basic responsibilities 
of  government that make the 
state sovereign are absent, as they 
no longer function properly. 
Such a state is so fragile that it 
can collapse anytime, because it 
becomes incapable of  exercising 

authority over its peoples and 
territory, nor protect its national 
boundaries.

Such a state merely provides 
minimal public services, since it 
l a c k s  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  a n d 
administrat ive capacity to 
control its people, territory and 
resources.  Suf fe r ing  f rom 
crumbling infrastructures, poor 
utility, educational and health 
facilities, a failed state loses 
legitimacy both in the eyes of  its 
citizens and the comity of  
Nations.

State institutions collapse; 
control over internal security 
deteriorates. Indeed, such a state 
is divested of  a monopoly of  the 
legitimate use of  violence; whilst 
it loses capacity to protect its 
citizens, fundamental rights, and 
defend civil ,  polit ical  and 
economic rights of  its populace. 
It manifests in lack of  observance 
of  rule of  law. Most failed states 
are in Africa; a handful in the 
Middle East and Asia.

An example of  a failed state 
at some point in time was 
Somalia (now one of  the fastest 
developing nations in Africa), 
when rival warlords ravaged the 
land. Another is Afghanistan, 
which harboured the deadly 
terrorist group, Al-Qaeda, under 
the Taliban.

Thus, a failed state can be 
determined by all or some of  the 
following indices: her weak 
economy,  porous  de fence 
capability, lack of  transparency 
and poverty-stricken workforce; 
high infant/maternal morbidity 
and mortality rate; high level of  
illiteracy; malnourishment, 
o r p h a n a ge,  c h i l d  l a b o u r, 
congestion; where organized 
crime and black market control 
reign supreme; where a country 
is largely dependent on imported 
food; where it cannot respond to 
natural disasters; and where 
there is no clear order of  business 
and commerce, with a weak 
currency dominating. In the case 
of  Nigeria, we punch miserably 
b e l ow  o u r  we i g h t  i n  t h e 
hierarchy of  world economics 
and politics.

None of  our institutions 
comes near the top 500 in the 
World Universities League 
Table. An estimated 50 per cent 
of  our people live in extreme 
poverty, with Nigeria besting 
India Youth unemployment 
hovers around 45 per cent (70% 
for the far North). The poverty is 
heartbreaking; our per capita 
GDP is less than $3,000 as 
c o m p a r e d  t o  S i n g a p o r e ' s 
$55,252.

We have the worst road 
carnage record in the world, with 
more than 20,000 lost to road 
accidents annually. We wasted 
over $18 billion on the power 
sector and our people still live in 
darkness. The state governments 
are virtually bankrupt.

Why Nigeria needs restructuring (2)
By Mike Ozekhome



Group call for El-Rufai’s resignation 
over comment on Peter Obi 

News

Army flags off Exercise Golden
Dawn, Free Medicals in Ohafia 
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From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

E
xercise Golden Dawn 
11 has been flagged 
off  with a charge on 

the Nigerian Army to ob-
serve laid down rules of  
engagement and code of  
conduct to avoid actions that 
may infringe on the rights of  
citizens and host commu-
nities. Speaking during the 
official flag off  held at the 
14 Brigade Step Up Head-
quarters, Amaekpu Ohafia 
in Ohafia LGA, Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu of  Abia 
State expressed confidence 
that the exercise which was 
aimed at fostering the much 
needed civil-military coop-
eration between the military 
and Abians will also assist 
greatly in flushing out crim-
inal elements within the 
nooks and crannies of  the 
State.

Ikpeazu ,who  was rep -
resented by his Deputy, 
Sir Ude Oko Chukwu ex-
pressed confidence that the 
Nigerian Army and other 
security agencies are capable 
of  dealing with criminal el-
ements disrupting the peace 
and tranquility required for 
economic development  in 
the State during the Golden 
Dawn 11 exercise, noting 
that the exercise would help 
in securing Abia State dur-

ing the yuletide seasons and 
electioneering period.

He appealed to Abians to 
cooperate with the troops 
and other security personnel 
in the conduct of  the exercise 
and assured them of  his gov-
ernment’s continued support 
towards the discharge of  
their constitutional responsi-
bilities.

Delivering his address, the 
Commander of  14 Brigade, 
Nigerian Army, Ohafia, Brig. 
Gen Adegoke Adetuji said 

the exercise was designed to 
promote conducive environ-
ment for businesses and oth-
er socio-economic activities 
as well as enhance the securi-
ty of  law abiding citizens of  
the State during the yuletide 
seasons and electioneering 
period. Brig. Gen Adetuji 
further explained that the 
Army would collaborate 
with other security 

agencies to perform the ex-
ercise, adding that the Exer-
cise Golden Dawn 11 which 

also featured a free medical 
outreach for the host com-
munity, Amaekpu  Ohafia, 
to promote the civil military 
cooperation between them 
and host communities and 
assured residents and visitors 
of  their safety during and af-
ter the period. 

He highlighted efforts of  
officers and men of  the  14 
Brigade in protecting lives 
and property and appealed 
for cooperation of  the indi-
genes and other residents of  

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

A 
political pressure 
group under the ae-
gis of  Great Nigeria 4 

Obi-Datti (GN4Obidatti), has 
call on Mallam Nasir El ru-
fai, to resigned as governor of  
Kaduna State over comment 
on Mr.Peter Obi, the 2023 
Presidential Candidate of  the 
Labour Party.

It was learnt that governor 
El-Rufai, at an interactive 
session organised by Arewa 
Joint Committee in Kaduna 
on Monday, claimed to have 
been detained nine years ago 
in Anambra for 48 hours in 
his hotel room, on the orders 
of  Mr Obi, the then governor 
of  the state, when he was on 
official assignment of  the 
APC to witness the bye-elec-
tion for governorship in 2013.

El-Rufai said now as a 
sitting governor, he has all 
the security power to deal 
with the LP candidate but 
he would not do so because 
of  his northern background. 
In his defence, Mr. Obi, de-
scribed the governor’s com-

ment as a reckless one which 
should not have been made in 
the public space.

He said it was impossible 
for him at the time to order 
agents of  the State Security 
Service (SSS) from Abuja to 
arrest Mr El-Rufai.

Reacting further on the 
development, Barrister Tony 
Chukwuelue, Mike Okaka, 
Johnny Obika and Shehu Al-
hassan who jointly addressed 
journalists on behalf  of  the 
GN4Obidatti, in Awka, on 
Thursday, described governor 
El Rufai as a “collosal fail-
ure, liar and backstabber who 
practices politics of  bitterness, 
divisiveness and exclusionism 
in the country. The group 
said that no such thing ever 
took place in Anambra State.

“According to them; we 
wonder if  El Rufai knows 
that it is the Commissioner of  
Police that is responsible for 
issuance of  arrest and deten-
tion orders and not a Gover-
nor, or perhaps the Kaduna 
governor must have been 
usurping the security powers.

“It is on record that as a 
Governor, Peter Obi operated 

Some members of the Save Ebonyi Group during the protest in Abakaliki, demanding the removal of the Ebonyi CP.

Ohafia in maintaining peace 
and  Earlier in his remarks, 
the Traditional Ruler of  
Amaekpu Ohafia Commu-
nity, Ezieogo Uduma Obuba 
Kalu while appreciating the 
Army Command for their 
security watch over his com-
munity, advised Amaekpu 
residents and visitors to al-
ways cooperate with officers 
of  the military command in 
their security patrol and the 
quest to maintain peace and 
order.

the least number of  vehicles 
in a convoy in Nigeria. That 
he had always given way to 
convoys of  private citizens 
and other road users to pass 
before he continued his trips.

“In his eight years as Gov-
ernor, there was no single in-
cidence of  Gov Obi or his ad-
ministration taking any action 
or steps that ignited tension or 
breakdown of  law and order 
or crisis which is today a daily 
occurrence in El Rufai’s Ka-
duna State in the past seven 
and half  years.

The group noted that El 
rufai has unsuccessfully tried 
severally to smear Obi with 
his numerous delusional 
fabrications to torpedo the 
OBIdientship cruising to Aso 
Rock.

“El Rufai denied Obi sup-
porters the use of  public fa-
cilities for their one million 
march. He has since gone on 
full verbal rampage against 
Peter Obi. “It was Atiku 
Abubakar who brought him 
to political consciousness 
of  Nigeria. He has since be-
trayed and stabbed him in the 
back. “

Gunmen set shops, over 15 goods-laden 
trucks ablaze in Anambra 

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

S
everal shops, over 15 
trucks and cars were 
burnt at Amorka com-

munity in Ihiala Local Gov-
ernment Area of  Anambra 
State on Thursday night by 
suspected gunmen. Amor-
ka community is a border 
town to Imo State, which is 
a walkable distance to most 
communities in Imo State.

An Army official told 
News Echo that they re-
sumed their usual patrol 
duties early Friday morning 
onluy to see the devastation 
caused by the IPOB boys.

Sources informed News 
Echo that the hoodlums, 
numbering over 10, shot 
all through the night, while 
shops in the area were loot-
ed in the confusion that en-
sued. 

“The shooting caused 
pandemonium as residents 
and travellers abandoned 
their shops and vehicles to 
scamper for safety.

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

A 
coalition of  Civil So-
ciety Organisations 
known as Save Eb-

onyi Group has staged a pro-
test in Ebonyi demanding the 
removal of  commissioner of  
Police in the State, CP Garba 
Aliyu

The group who marched 
around major streets in Ab-
akaliki carried placards with 
different inscriptions asking 
the removal of  commissioner 
of  Police and disbandment of  
Ebubeagu security outfit in 
the State. 

Some of  the placards read: 
: “Oganihu Ebonyi rejects 
Umahi’s tyranny, Shut down 
the Ebubeagu torture cham-
ber now, Inspector General of  
Police, send CP Aliyu Garba 
away from Ebonyi, Democ-
racy on trial in Ebonyi state, 
Save Ebonyi from emperor 
Gov. Umahi. etc.

Addressing Journalists 
during the protest the lead-
ers of  the group, Dr. Laz 
Ude Eze representing Ogan-
ihu Ebonyi Movement and 
Engr. Chinedum Elekwachi, 
CUPP, lamented that under 
the watch of  CP Garba oppo-
sition parties have continued 
to experience harassment, 
intimidation and attacks by 
the agents of  the state govern-
ment.

“The State has undoubted-
ly become a war zone orches-
trated by State agents under 
the directive of  the governor. 
There has been consistent and 
shameful disregard to the rule 
of  law, intimidation, abduc-
tion and torture of  innocent 
citizens, as well as oppression 
of  the opposition.”  “The 
Government which doesn’t 
tolerate opposition in the state 
has gone ahead to ban meet-
ings of  the opposition Politi-
cal Parties in the state”

“We arise to alert President 
Muhammadu Buhari, Nige-
rians and the whole world in 
particular on the disturbing is-
sues in our dear state, and call 
for the rescue of  our people”.  
“That the Inspector General 
of  Police (IGP) should rede-
ploy the state Commissioner 
of  Police, Mr. Garba Aliyu 
because of  his known collab-
oration with the state govern-
ment in undermining the op-
position in the state”. 

“That the IGP, Usman 
Baba order a very diligent 
investigation with a tactical 
team under his direct super-
vision into the allegations of  
a torture chamber existing 
in Ebonyi old Government 
House, Abakaliki with a 
view to freeing the trapped 
victims”. “That Hon. Linus 
Okorie and other illegally de-
tained personalities should 
be unconditionally released 
because anything beyond that 
will be an invitation to turmoil 
in the state”, the group stated.

Political oppression: 
Group protest in 
Ebonyi, demands 
for CP’s removal

 “The shooting caused 
heavy gridlock that 
stretched from Amorka to 
Mgbidi and Awo-omma in 
Imo State.

 “In the confusion, sev-
eral shops were looted by 
hoodlums. Some people 
say they are IPOB mem-
bers who were protesting 
that their leader, Nnamdi 
Kanu was not released, de-
spite court order,” a source 
said.

Another source claimed 
that the hoodlums also 
dropped sheets of  paper, 
bearing typed messages, 
saying there will be no 
peace until Kanu was re-
leased.

Meanwhile, early Friday 
morning, residents of  the 
community were seen loot-
ing the goods in the burnt 
trucks. 

The Anambra State Po-
lice Public Relations Of-
ficer, DSP Ikenga Tochuk-
wu, could not be reached 
for confirmation as at the 
time of  filing this report.

… Residents scamper away with loot



News

Calls for 2023 census shift, misguided 
– Anambra NPC Boss
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Federal Commis-
sioner, National Pop-
ulation Commission 

(NPC) in Anambra State, 
Chidi Ezeoke has expressed 
concern over calls to post-
pone the 2023 national popu-
lation and housing census as 
ill-advised.

According to the Anambra 
NPC boss, the Commission 
had gone far in its prepara-
tion for the exercise that any 
call for shift would only be 
counterproductive. Speaking 
to newsmen in Awka ahead 
of  the Trial Post Enumera-
tion Survey (PES), Ezeoke 
also argued that figures from 
the forthcoming exercise 
would go a long way in as-
sisting the in-coming govern-
ment in proper planning.

He said, “For how long will 
the international community 
refer to Nigeria’s population 
as estimated to be? I think it’s 

very shameful to say the Nige-
ria population is about. 

 “The last census, if  I’ll re-
member was done immedi-
ately after an election. It had 
nothing to do with the elec-
tion, absolutely nothing. 

 “In fact, we need the pop-
ulation figure to allow those 
who will come into power to 
know how to plan for the peo-
ple they’re to lead. Is it not a 
plausible explanation of  why 
the exercise is necessary now? 

“I don’t think they’re right 
to call for a shift. All the pre-
paratory activities which the 
government had spent money 
on will go down the drain, 
because you’ll have to begin 
afresh when next you want to 
do it. 

So who loses? “Again, 
there’s no way the census will 
clash with the election be-
cause we must have finished 
with the election before the 
census. That’s why we didn’t 
conduct the trial census be-
fore the primary election.”
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From R-L: PDP Senatorial Candidate for Imo North (Okigwe zone) Chief Emma Okewulonu, his 
Campaign DG, Chief Stanley Ekezie and PDP Isiala Mbano State Constituency candidate, Omah
Pius Omah for 2023 General elections.

Underscoring the impor-
tance of  the Trial PES, which 
is in line with the United 
Nations principles and rec-
ommendations, the NPC 
boss stressed that the exercise 
gives credibility to the census 
results and engenders confi-
dence and acceptability by 
data users.

“Some of  the objectives of  
the Trial PES include meas-
uring coverage and content 
errors, identification of  pro-
cedural and conceptual limi-
tations that required improve-
ment in future censuses and 
large scale surveys, and pro-
vision of  statistical basis for 
adjustment of  Trial Census 
results based on net coverage 
rates,” he added.

Ezeoke appealed to the 
people of  the State to join the 
Commission in beaquiting 
to the nation a demograph-
ic data to assist her navigate 
through her myriad of  chal-
lenges. 

“Getting the 2023 popula-
tion and housing census right 
is a task that must be done. 
The cooperation and support 
of  all stakeholders in the 11 
selected localities/villages 
in Oba, Idemili South Local 
Government Areas of  the 
State is vital for the successful 
conduct of  the the exercise,” 
Ezeoke stressed.

Also speaking, State Direc-
tor, NPC, Dr. Joachim Ula-
si said the commission had 
constituted an independent 
team saddled with the respon-
sibility of  preparing and con-

ducting the 2023 PES to take 
place shortly after next year’s 
census. He also disclosed 
state government’s approv-
al of  establishment of  state 
Census Committee in the 21 
Local Government Areas of  
the State, including the 179 
communities in the State. 

“The independent team 
is important because those 
conducting the PES should 
be different from those who 
conducted the Trial Census, 
according to international 
standard, in order to avoid 
bias while checking the cov-
erage and content error,” he 
added.

Integrated measles campaign:
ASPHCDA to begin vaccination Oct 25th 

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka 

T
he Anambra State 
Primary Healthcare 
Development Agency 

(ASPHCDA) in collabora-
tion with State Ministry of  
Health (SMOH) and Part-
ners has marked Tuesday 
25th October as commence-
ment of  measles vaccina-
tion.

The Executive Secretary/
CEO, ASPHCDA Dr. Chi-
oma Ezenyimulu, disclosed 
this during a media engage-
ment meeting for the up-
coming integrated Measles 
campaign in the State.

The event which was 
held in the Anambra State 
Universal Basic Education 
(ASUBEB) Hall, Awka, 
had representatives from 
WHO, UNICEF, (NPHC-
DA) health experts as well 
as some recognised me-
dia houses in attendance. 
The Executive Secretary, 
ASPHCDA, Dr. Chioma 
Ezenyimulu who was repre-

sented at the event by the Di-
rector Disease Control and 
Immunization, Dr Nnamdi 
Placid Uliagbafusi said that 
the upcoming event was 
an integration of  Primary 
Healthcare Centre (PHC) 
services to fight against dis-
eases in the state.

According Dr Uliagbafu-
si, “This will involve vac-
cination against Measles, 
COVID-19, Routine Immu-
nization (RI) and Birth Reg-
istration campaign. 

``During this period, from 
October 25th to November 
2nd, at all PHCs and des-
ignated vaccination sites, 
childhood vaccines will be 
given to children aged zero 
to 23 months, Measles vac-
cine; nine to 59 months and 
COVID-19 vaccine; 18 years 
and above.”  Dr Ezenyimulu 
emphasized on the impor-
tance and need for the popu-
lace to be properly sensitized 
and informed about the pro-
gramme. 

She stressed that the media 
has an important role to play 

in the activity because with 
their aid the populace could 
be better informed. 

“During the campaign, 
trained healthcare workers 
will visit Churches, Schools, 
Markets, Parks and Mosques 
to vaccinate all eligible per-
sons”. 

“The media has a role to 
create awareness and edu-
cate the public so that car-
egivers will make their wards 
available for vaccination as 
well as vaccinate themselves 
against COVID-19”.

“The vaccines are free, 
safe and effective. The ex-
ercise will enable us ensure 
that our children are protect-
ed from vaccine preventable 
diseases,” she added. 

The Anambra State Co-
ordinator, National Primary 
Healthcare Development 
Agency (NPHCDA), Mr. 
Obioha Agbakwuru solicit-
ed for continuous support of  
the media men in Immuniza -
tion and health programmes 
especially towards the up-
coming Measles campaign.

Mr. Agbakwuru while 
commending the Press men, 
urged them to aid mobilize 
and sensitize the public to 
make sure that they were 
aware and take precaution-
ary measures to ensure that 
vaccine preventable diseases 
does not kill anyone in the 
state. 

The WHO Representa-
tive, Mr Chris Ezenwanne 
noted that their aim in the 
campaign was to ensure that 
every eligible child of  nine to 
59 months in Anambra State 
is reached with the Measles 
vaccine. “This year the state 
has recorded over 500 cases 
of  Measles, so this is not just 
like any campaign. It is a 
critical time where we need 
all children to be protected 
from the disease”. 

“We have to do our best 
in reaching out to everyone 
while sensitizing and edu-
cating them on the impor-
tance of  the programme,” 
he said.

Mr Ezenwanne, however, 
reiterated WHO readiness in 
supporting the state towards 
strengthening its healthcare 
system.

Cleric raises alarm over
insecurity, communal clashes 
in Ebonyi
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

A
nglican Bishop of  
Afikpo Diocese, Eb-
onyi State, Rev. Paul 

Udogu has condemned inse-
curity and communal clash-
es in some parts of  the state. 

Udogu said the church 
was worried about the recent 
assassination and wasting of  
innocent blood in Isu com-
munity, Onicha local govern-
ment area of  the state.

Udogu spoke at the church 
Cathedral, Afikpo, Afikpo 
North local government 
area of  the state during his 
charge at the 6th synod of  
the church.

He noted that the tradi-
tional ruler of  Isu commu-
nity in the state, HRH Am-
brose Ogbu was kidnapped 
six months ago and has not 
been released till today.

He disclosed that Presi-
dent General of  the commu-
nity, palace Secretary of  the 
community and some other 
prominent members of  the 
community has been assas-
sinated.

“The people of  Isu living 
in serious fear as many peo-
ple have migrated to safe ar-
eas. Nobody can say exactly 
what is happening at Isu.

“We call upon the David 
Umahi led Ebonyi State gov-
ernment to use her instru-
ments of  power to discover 
the remote and immediate 

causes of  the Isu trouble and 
proffer solution to the prob-
lem. We also appeal to the 
perpetrators of  this act to lay 
down their arms and use di-
alogue to resolve whatever is 
the problem.

“The Isinkwo- Abaomege  
crises is still lingering. We 
are happy that soldiers are 
stationed there now. Howev-
er, there is still need for gov-
ernment to profer a lasting 
solution and bring reconcil-
iation between the warring 
communities of  Isinkwo and 
Abaomege”,said.

The Bishop described 2023 
general elections as crucial to 
the survival of  Nigeria as a 
nation.

“This election is not a mat-
ter of  party or tribe. Nigeria 
electorate must be ready to 
vote for imtergrity and char-
acter, vote for people who 
have record of  godly leader-
ship and who have the capac-
ity to handle the mess in our 
community, vote for people 
who are sensitive to the suf-
fering and oppression of  Ni-
gerians.

“We a National rebirth, we 
need a new Nigeria. These 
we can achieve by voting out 
of  power corrupt politicians.

“Therefore, we charge all 
our members and Nigerians 
in general to make sure they 
collect their PVC, come out 
en mass to vote the right can-
didates. Do not sell your vote 
and mortgage our  future and 
the future of  our children.”

...Says vaccines are free, safe, effective

...Says it has nothing to do with election



he Nasarawa State TPolice Command 
h a s  a r r e s t e d  a  

father, Dr. Fred Ekpa 
Ayokhai, and his daughter 
for assault.

DSP Ramhan Nansel, 
Public Relations Officer 
i s s u e d  a  s t a t e m e n t  
following the viral video of  
the incident.

Ayokhai, an associate 
p r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e  
Department of  History 
and International Studies, 
Federal University of  
Lafia, and Emmanuela 

 30-year- old man, 

AAkeem Bello has 
been ar raigned 

b e f o r e  a n  A k u r e 
Magistrate's Court for 
allegedly defrauding his 
g i r l f r i e n d ,  O l a o t a n 
Oladapo, the sum of  N2 
million.

Akeem was arraigned 
on two count charges of  
fraud and obtaining by 
false pretence.

He was said to have 
committed the offence 
b e t w e e n  M a r c h  a n d 
December this year.

 five-year-old girl 

Awas crushed by a 
hit-and-run car on 

N e w  A i r p o r t  R o a d 
Calabar.

The incident happened 
over the weekend shortly 
after a businessman was 
kidnapped during a heavy 
downpour on the same 
airport road.

T h e  b u s i n e s s m a n 
simply identified as Bassey 
owns a shop close to the 
main gate to the University 
of  Cross River State.

The abductors were 
said to have arrived in a 
Toyota Camry car and a 
bus.

The vict im, i t  was 
reported, put up resistance 
but the men roughened, 
overpowered and whisked 
him away in the waiting 
vehicles.

Eyewitnesses said the 
kidnappers shot into the air 
as they sped off  with 
Bassey.

Neighbours confirmed 
it is the second time Bassey 
has been kidnapped within 

he National Drug TLaw Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA) 

has arrested 10 suspects in 
connection with the seizure 
of  4,870.2kgs cannabis in 
s o m e  p a r t s  o f  E d o .
This is contained in a 
statement by the Director, 
Media and Advocacy, 
N D L E A ,  M r  F e m i 
Babafemi, on Sunday in 
Abuja.

B a b a f e m i  s a i d 
operatives stormed Ohusu 
forest  boundary, Ovia 
S o u t h  W e s t  L o c a l 
Government Area of  Edo 
on Wednesday.

This, he said, was where 
they recovered a total of  
3,159.7kgs and arrested 
three suspects: Effiong 
U d o,  D a n i e l  A s u q u o 
E b o n g  a n d  A s u q u o 
Effiong.

Similarly, on Saturday, 
operatives intercepted a 
Toyota Sienna space bus 
conveying 49 bags  of  
cannabis sativa weighing 
638.5kgs along Uwenusi 
road in Uhunmonde LGA.

“Some 36kgs of  the 
same substance, stored in 
t h e  b u s h  a l o n g 
Uromi/Ubiaja road, were 
equally recovered.

“In another operation, 
three suspects: John Paul, 
Liberty Rolland and Aboki 
Stephen were arrested at 
Okpe in Akoko Edo with 
55kgs of  cannabis.

“No less than 127kgs of  
cannabis sativa were seized 
and a suspect, Pius John, 
was arrested while 854kgs 
of  the same substance were 
recovered when operatives 

Ayokhai, are in custody.
The police said the 

vehicle used to convey the 
victim to a location along 
Kwandere road in Lafia, 
where she was assaulted, 
has been recovered.

P r e l i m i n a r y  
investigation revealed that 
Emmanuela and the victim 
had a misunderstanding 
over a man named IG.

The victim had accused 
Emmanuela of  snatching 
her supposed boyfriend 
and assaulted her.

I n  r e t a l i a t i o n ,  

It was gathered that the 
defendant started dating 
the victim in 2018.

Po l i c e  p r o s e c u t o r, 
Inspector  A. Ajeniwa 
informed the court that the 
d e f e n d a n t  b e g a n 
defrauding the victim in 
2020 by converting the 
money she sent to him 
f r o m  ove r s e a s  t o  h i s 
personal use.

I n s p e c t o r  A j e n w a 
alleged that Akeem used 
the money for his wedding 
another lady.

Ajeniwa said the womb 

the space of  two years.
They disclosed that 

Bassey, in his middle years, 
h a i l s  f r o m  N d u p o i s e 
community in Nsit Ibom 
LGA of  Akwa Ibom State.

The kidnap happened 
e v e n  a s  t h e  n e w 
Commissioner of  Police, 
Balarabe Sule is about to 
take over from Alhassan 
Aminu who said last Friday 
on Sparkling FM radio that 
the major crimes he battled 
in the state were cultism 
and kidnapping.

Meanwhile, the name 
of  the five-year-old girl 
crushed by the speeding 
ve h i c l e  wa s  g ive n  a s 
Goodnews Umoren.

An eyewitness told our 

raided Okpe forest where 
some cannabis farms were 
destroyed.

“Three suspects: David 
O b a d a ,  B l e s s i n g 
Okechukwu and Odoh 
Sunday were caught with 
t h e  8 5 4 k g s  c a n n a b i s 
Sativa,” he said.

I n  a n o t h e r 
development, Babafemi 
s a i d  t h a t  N D L E A 
operatives stormed the 
Aponmu forest in Idanre 
LGA in Ondo state.

During the raid, 52 bags 
of  cannabis sativa that 
weighed 676kgs and the 
truck being used to load the 
c o n s i g n m e n t  w e r e 
recovered on Oct. 16.

He said that the trio of  
Christopher Amuzoga, 
C h i k o g u  S a mu e l  a n d 
I j e o m a  O k e n n a  we r e 
arrested with 690kgs of  
cannabis at Ipele forest on 
Oct.18.

“In Kano, operatives 
arrested Isah Mohammed 
and Sandra Okafor at 
Dakata area on Friday after 
they were caught with 538 
blocks of  cannabis sativa.

“This was weighing 
391.2kgs; 259,000 tablets 
of  tramadol; 100 bottles of  

Emmanuela mobilised her 
family, went after the 
victim and assaulted her as 
well. She was hit with a 
stick, flogged and stripped.

N a n s e l  s a i d  t h e  
Commissioner of  Police, 
AIG Adesina Soyemi has 
ordered an intensive 
manhunt for the fleeing 
suspects.

The CP further directed 
that those arrested be 
charged to court upon the 
c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  
investigation at the State 
Criminal Department, 
Lafia.

of  the victim has been 
damaged due to series of  
abortions done for the 
defendant.

He said the offences 
contravened Sections 383 
and 421,390 (b and c) of  the 
Criminal Code Cap. 37. 
Vol. 1, Laws of  Ondo State, 
2006.

Presiding Magistrate, 
C.M Akinwumi ordered 
t h e  r e m a n d  o f  t h e 
defendant  at  Olokuta 
Custodial Centre.

The case was adjourned 
to November 2nd, 2022 for 
further hearing.

reporter that the vehicle hit 
Goodness, smashing her 
head on the tarred road 
where she was said to have 
died soon after.

The witnesses blamed 
the very poor state of  the 
r o a d  a t  E f i o  A n w a n 
Junction off  New Airport 
Road where the incident 
h a p p e n e d  S a t u r d a y 
afternoon.

T h e  d r i ve r  o f  t h e 
vehicle was said to have 
driven off  after hitting the 
child.

DSP Irene Ugbo, the 
S t a t e  P o l i c e  P u b l i c 
Relations Officer said she 
will speak on the two 
incidents when briefed by 
her officers.

Codeine-based syrup, and 
1 5 0 , 0 0 0  t a b l e t s  o f  
pregabalin.

“This  fol lowed the 
arrest of  Abel John and 
Helen James with 328.7kgs 
C/S at Gonin gora area of  
Kaduna ,  wh i l e  5 ,000 
tablets of  tramadol and 
25,000 tablets of  Exol-5 
were  recovered  a long 
Abuja-Kaduna express 
road, ” he said.

In the same vein, a 
suspect, Yahaya Musa, was 
arrested on Oct. 16 at 
Tashar Yari, Kaduna, with 
over 30,000 tablets of  
tramadol, diazepam and 
exol-5.

“In Bauchi, a suspect, 
Ogbonna Ikechukwu, was 
arrested at Gadar Maiwa, 
Ningi LGA, with 67, 960 
tablets of  various types of  
psychotropic substances, ” 
he said.

B a b a f e m i  s a i d  t h e 
opera t ives  ra ided  the 
Marina Market,  Eket, 
where quantities of  illicit 
substances were seized.

These, he said, included 
N1,193 cash and N849,000 
f a k e  c u r r e n c i e s  we r e 
recovered from fleeing 
suspects. (NAN)
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il theft through 

Opipeline sabotage 
caused 98 per cent 

of  oil spill in the oil and gas 
sector across the country 
since June this year till date, 
the Federal Government 
has said. 

It also stated that the 
sector recorded 60 fatalities 

he National Bureau of  TStatistic has said the 
price of  Household 

Kerosene was up by 118.08% 
in 12 months.

According to the Bureau 
i n  i t s  d o c u m e n t  t i t l e d 
: ” N a t i o n a l  H o u s e h o l d 
Ke r o s e n e  P r i c e  Wa t c h 
(September 2022), the price 
r o s e  f r o m  N 4 3 4 . 3 9  i n 
September 2021 to N947.30 in 

 subsidiary of  the 

ANigerian National 
P e t r o l e u m 

Corporation, the National 
Petroleum Investment 
Management Services and 
petroleum experts under 
the aegis of  the Nigerian 
Association of  Petroleum 
E x p l o r a t i o n i s t s  h ave 
concluded plans to push the 
d i scuss ion  on  energ y 
transition to the next level. 

As such, the Group 
G e n e r a l  M a n a g e r , 
NAPIMS, Bala Wunti, and 
others experts will lead 
talks on energy transition at 
the upcoming annual pre-
conference workshop of  
the NAPE scheduled to 
hold in Lagos week. 

T h e m e d ;  E n e r g y 
Security and Transition 

h e  T a i w a n e s e TC h a m b e r s  o f  
C o m m e r c e  i n 

Nigeria has pledged to 
attract more investors from 
Taiwan to Nigeria to further 
deepen the long-standing 
relationship between both 
countries. 

President, TCCN, Shu 
Fang Okorie, who stated 
this at the just concluded 
Abuja International Trade 
Fair, noted that already over 
55 Taiwanese registered 
c o m p a n i e s  w e r e 
c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e 
Nigerian economy. 

S h e  t o l d  o u r 
correspondent that the 
contributions were through 
t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a n d 
assembling companies in 
Nigeria, which had led to 

(deaths) and 62 injuries 
from 34 incidents between 
S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 1  a n d 
September this year. 

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t 
disclosed this in a report by 
the Nigerian Midstream 
a n d  D o w n s t r e a m 
Petroleum Regulator y 
Authority, titled, “HSEC 

September 2022.
The documents said:”The 

average retail price per litre of  
Household Kerosene (HHK) 
p a i d  b y  c o n s u m e r s  i n 
S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 2  w a s 
N947.30 ,  ind ica t ing  an 
increase of  17.02% compared 
to  N809.52 recorded in 
August 2022. On a year-on-
year basis, the average retail 
price per litre of  the product 
r o s e  b y  1 1 8 . 0 8 %  f r o m 

Strategies: Opportunities 
and Challenges in Nigeria, 
the workshop will bring to 
fore the rising need for 
transition towards more 
sustainable energy sources 
and the global geopolitics 
requires a strategic rethink 
around the energy industry 
in Nigeria. 

While Wunti will 
d e l i v e r  t h e  k e y n o t e 
presentation, the Executive 
Commiss ioner  o f  the 
N i g e r i a n  U p s t r e a m 
Regulatory Commission, 
Rose Ndong and others 
industry leaders will speak 
on how 

O t h e r s  s p e a k e r s 
i n c l u d e  A d e m o l a 
Adeyemi-Bero, the Chief  
Executive Offiucer Of  First 
E & P;  Effiong Okon, 

job creation across the 
country. 

“We have about  55 
registered members of  
Taiwanese companies in 
Nigeria that are doing well 
b y  c r e a t i n g  j o b s  f o r 
Nigerians and supporting 
economic development,” 
Okorie stated.

She added, “We have 
companies involved in the 
assembling of  household 
products, motorcycles, 
solar panels, distribution of  
Taiwan-made tyres and a 
lot more.” 

Asked if  the chamber 
was assisting in attracting 
investments to Nigeria, she 
replied, “Of  course, this is 
b e c a u s e  T a i w a n e s e 
investors believe we are 
here, we know the culture 
and opportunities and so 
they come in to invest. 

Practices in the Midstream 
and Downstream Sector: 
P a s t ,  P r e s e n t ,  P I A 
Regulations, Guidelines 
and other Policies.” 

The report, which was 
o b t a i n e d  b y  o u r 
correspondent from the 
authority in Abuja on 
Friday, stated that 82 oil 

N434.39 in September 2021.”
On state profile analysis, 

the NBS said the highest 
average price per litre in 
September 2022 was recorded 
in Enugu with N1,272.50, 
followed by Ebonyi with 
N1,263.89 and Cross River 
with N1,187.50.

It however added that the 
lowest price was recorded in 
R i v e r s  w i t h  N 6 8 6 . 2 7 , 
followed by Bayelsa with 
N715.15 and Nasarawa with 
N735.29.

Director, New Energy, 
Seplat Energy; Professor 
A d e o l a  A d e n i k i n j u , 
R e s e a r c h  P r o f e s s o r , 
University of  Ibadan. 

 are other confirmed 
speakers at the workshop. 
Alero Onosode, CEO,AAO 
Tsalach Limited will be the 
Moderator at the event. 

A statement by the 
organisers read in part, 
“The climate change reality 
is facing us today in Nigeria 
with desertification in the 
North and flooding in the 
south. This change has 
called for a crucial need to 
significantly reduce carbon 
emissions while ensuring 
available and affordable 
electricity.

“In response to this 
new reality, many countries 
including Nigeria, have set 
various net zero carbon 
emission goals.” 

“We also work with the 
African association in 
Taiwan. When they need 
information about Nigeria, 
we provide it to them. So we 
are bringing in investors to 
N i g e r i a  t h r o u g h  t h i s 
chamber.”

The TCCN president 
s tated that  Taiwanese 
investors in Nigeria were 
currently expanding their 
p o r t f o l i o s  i n  t h e 
manufactur ing  sec tor, 
adding that this would be 
enhanced if  raw materials 
were accessible with ease. 

Okorie said, “Nigeria is 
growing and the people are 
smart. So just carrying out 
buying and selling is no 
more fashionable, rather 
manufacturing is what 
every shrewd businessman 
should try to do. 

“ H o w e v e r , 
manufacturing of  goods 
will thrive better when you 
can access raw materials 
without so much stress. 
Although we get about 70 
p e r  c e n t  o f  o u r  r aw 
materials from Nigeria, we 
don't mind getting 100 per 
cent here.” 

She explained that the 
Taiwanese Chamber of  
C o m m e r c e  s t a r t e d 
operations in Nigeria in 
2016. 

“Before that year, we 
were operating individually 
as companies without an 
association, but we realised 
that we should work as a 
team to help each other,” 
she stated. 

spills in Nigeria occurred in 
Rivers State, while 75 were 
recorded in Bayelsa State.

Oil spill occurrences in 
Delta, Akwa Ibom and Imo 
states were 12, two and two, 
respectively, according to 
the NMDPRA report. 

Speaking on the key 
m a n d a t e s  o f  H S E C 
( H e a l t h ,  S a f e t y , 
E n v i r o n m e n t  a n d 
Community) directorate of  
t h e  N M D P R A ,  T h e 
Executive Director, HSEC, 
Mustapha Lamorde, said, 
“It is to regulate midstream 
and downstream petroleum 
o p e r a t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g 
technical, operational and 
commercial. 

“To promote healthy, 
safe, efficient and effective 
conduct of  activities in the 
m i d s t r e a m  a n d 
downstream petroleum 
operations.

“And to ensure that the 
m i d s t r e a m  a n d 

downstream operations are 
c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  a n 
environmentally accepted 
and sustainable manner, as 
w e l l  a s  f o s t e r  h o s t 
c o m m u n i t i e s ' 
development.” 

The agency observed 
that the statutory provisions 
of  the Petroleum Industry 
A c t  2 0 2 1  o n  H S E C 
administrat ion clear ly 
indicated that the Federal 
Government understood 
the importance of  a healthy 
a n d  e nv i r o n m e n t a l l y 
conscious workforce. 

It said the effective 
implementation of  the 
HSEC would ensure a safe 
workplace for businesses to 
thrive in the oil and gas 
industry. 

This, according to the 
NMDPRA, led  to  the 
creation of  a directorate to 
manage the Health, Safety, 
E n v i r o n m e n t  a n d 
Community matters in the 

mid and downstream value 
chain. 

The Chief  Executive of  
the  author i ty,  Farouk 
Ahmed, said the petroleum 
industry had been at the 
f o r e f r o n t  o f  H S E 
innovations in the last few 
decades, often in response 
to the peculiar challenges 
that the industry faces. 

He said the directorate, 
dedicated to HSE in the oil 
and gas industry, had over 
the years played a huge role 
in driving HSE innovation 
and awareness. 

“I am aware that the 
erstwhile regulator of  the 
oil and gas industry has 
o v e r  t h e  d e c a d e s 
co l laborated  wi th  the 
i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e 
institutionalisation of  some 
programmes, especially 
HSE related,” Ahmed 
stated.
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Oil sector records 98% spillage from sabotage –Report 

Taiwanese chambers woo more
investors to Nigeria 

Kerosene price up by 118.08% in
one year- NBS

NNPC subsidiary, petroleum expert
push for sustainable energy 



Foreign News

Russia-Ukraine war: Massive power outages
in Ukraine after strikes
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M
ore than a million 
households in Ukraine 
are without power af-
ter a Russian attack on 

energy infrastructure. Meanwhile, 
Russian-installed authorities urged 
residents of  Kherson to leave the 
city. DW has the latest.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy said Russia carried out a 
“massive attack” on Ukraine over-
night, following reported strikes on 
energy infrastructure that resulted in 
power outages across the country.

“The aggressor continues to ter-
rorize our country. At night, the 
enemy launched a massive attack: 
36 rockets, most of  which were 
shot down... These are vile strikes 
on critical objects. Typical tactics of  
terrorists,” Zelenskyy said on social 
media.

More than a million households 
in Ukraine were left without elec-
tricity following Russian strikes on 
energy facilities across the country, 
the deputy head of  the Ukrainian 
presidency said.

“As of  now, 672,000 subscrib-
ers have been disconnected in 
Khmelnytskyi region, 188,400 in 
Mykolaiv region, 102,000 in Volyn 
region, 242,000 in Cherkasy region, 
174,790 in Rivne region, 61,913 in 
Kirovohrad region and 10,500 in 
Odesa region,” Kyrylo Tymoshen-
ko said on social media.

State grid operator Ukrenergo said 
the attacks targeted transmission in-
frastructure in western Ukraine, but 
that power supply restrictions were 
being put in place in ten regions 
across the entire country, including 
in the capital, Kyiv.

“The scale of  the damage is com-

parable or may exceed the conse-
quences of  the attack on October 
10-12,” Ukrenergo said. Russian 
forces rained more than 80 missiles 
on cities across Ukraine on October 
10, according to Kyiv, in apparent 
retaliation for an explosion that 
damaged a key bridge linking the 
Crimean peninsula to Russia

Ukrainian presidential aide 
Mykhailo Podolyak said Moscow 
wanted to create a new wave of  ref-
ugees into Europe with the strikes, 
while foreign minister Dmytro 
Kuleba said they constituted “gen-
ocide.”

“Deliberate strikes on Ukraine’s 
critical civilian infrastructure are 
part of  Russia’s genocide of  Ukrain-
ians,” Kuleba wrote on Twitter.

Here are the other main headlines 
from the war in Ukraine on October 
22:

Russia’s withdrawal from Kherson 
begins – Report

An assessment provided by the 
Washington-based think-tank the 
Institute for the Study of  War re-
ports, “The Russian withdrawal 
from western Kherson Oblast has 
begun. Russian forces likely intend 
to continue that withdrawal over the 
next several weeks but may strug-
gle to withdraw in good order if  
Ukrainian forces choose to attack.”

The Institute’s daily report notes 
that Russian forces are in the pro-
cess of  moving materiel from the 
west bank of  the Dnipro River to the 
eastern bank by ferry.

The Institute for the Study of  War 
also notes, “The Russian withdrawal 
from western Kherson requires that 
a Russian detachment left in contact 

Vladymir Putin, Russian President.                          Ukrainian President,  Volodymyr Zelenskyy

hold the line against Ukrainian at-
tack, covering other Russian forces 
as they withdraw.”

Ukraine’s General Staff  said it 
likely the most combat-ready units 
will be withdrawn first with mobi-
lized conscripts in theory offering 
cover for the withdrawal.

Despite the withdrawal, the Insti-
tute for the Study of  War assesses, 
“Russian President Vladimir Putin 
is setting conditions for Russia to 
continue a protracted high-intensity 
conventional war in Ukraine, not a 
negotiated settlement or off-ramp.”

Meanwhile, the Russian-installed 
authorities in Ukraine’s southern 
Kherson region, urged residents of  
the region’s eponymous main city to 
leave “immediately” in the face of  
Kyiv’s advancing counter-offensive.

“Due to the tense situation on the 
front, the increased danger of  mass 
shelling of  the city and the threat of  
terrorist attacks, all civilians must 
immediately leave the city and cross 
to the left bank of  the Dnipro river,” 
the region’s Russian-installed au-
thorities said on social media.

German ministers call for more
financial aid for Ukraine

German Defense Minister Chris-
tine Lambrecht and Foreign Minis-
ter Annalena Baerbock are calling 
for significantly more money for 
military assistance to Ukraine in 
the coming year than previously 
planned.

In a letter to Finance Minister 
Christian Lindner, the two minis-
ters demanded that the €697 million 
($687 million) planned so far in the 
draft budget for 2023 be increased to 
€2.2 billion. According to the letter, 

€2 billion was already earmarked in 
the current budget for Ukraine.

Lambrecht and Baerbock also 
demanded Lindner to increase the 
previously planned commitment 
appropriations of  €100 million to €1 
billion.

The previous budget estimates 
would reduce “the room for ma-
noeuver to a politically no longer 
justifiable minimum,” Lambrecht 
and Baerbock warn. A significant 
increase is needed for the German 
government to be able to keep its 
commitments for continued massive 
support to Ukraine, according to the 
letter.

Meanwhile, Ukrainian Prime 
Minister Denys Shmyhal has asked 
Germany for further military aid as 
soon as possible. Ukraine is “impa-
tiently” waiting for new ammuni-
tion, which is needed “right now,” 
Shmyhal told the Sunday edition of  
Germany’s broadsheet Frankfurter 
Allgemeine Zeitung.

Ukraine vows to ‘hit back harder’ 
if  Russia blows up Kherson dam

Ukrainian will “hit back even 
harder” if  Russia destroys a hydro-
electric power plant in the Kherson 
region, the head of  President Volod-
ymyr Zelenskyy’s office warned.

Andrii Yermak tweeted that 
Moscow’s “nuclear blackmail” had 
failed to intimidate Ukraine and its 
allies, so now “they are trying to 
scare everyone by blowing up” the 
Kakhovka hydro-electric dam on 
Dnieper River.

“Ukraine will not succumb to 
peace by coercion ... They won’t 
break us. We will hit back even hard -
er,” he wrote on Twitter.

Separately, Zelenskyy accused 

Russia of  mining the dam as his 
forces prepared to push Moscow’s 
troops from the occupied city of  
Kherson.

“Now everyone in the world must 
act powerfully and quickly to pre-
vent a new Russian terrorist attack. 
Destroying the dam would mean a 
large-scale disaster,” he warned.

Russian-installed officials in Kher-
son meanwhile claim Ukrainian 
forces have been attacking the dam 
in part to cut the water supply to 
Crimea.

Security expert tells DW Putin 
can’t conquer more of  Ukraine

Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin is no longer able to set out what 
he wanted to do when he invaded 
Ukraine, the chairman of  the Mu-
nich Security Conference, Christoph 
Heusgen, told DW.

“He can prolong the fight, but I 
do not see that he has the possibility 
to actually conquer more Ukrainian 
territory,” Heusgen said.

“[Putin] has not made for the last 
month any progress on his military 
path to conquer more territory,” 
Heusgen said. “Quite the country. 
He’s on the defensive.”

He said Russia’s use of  kamikaze 
drones shows Putin has “his back 
against the wall.”

“Putin continues to commit war 
crimes in the country,” Heusgen 
said of  Russian strikes on civilian in-
frastructure. “This is just a series of  
crimes against humanity, war crimes 
that Putin is committing.”

Heusgen also described the Rus-
sian leader’s partial mobilization of  
military reservists as “a desperate 
move.”
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olombia overcame 

Ca  d e p l e t e d 
Tanzania side at the 

q u a r t e r  f i n a l s  o f  t h e 
o n g o i n g  F I FA  U - 1 7 
Women's World Cup in 
India on Saturday.

The result thus pitches 

H a l i m a t u  A y i n d e 
scored a in the 32nd and 
75th minute while an own-
goal by a Colombian, 
Diana Duarte in the 80th 
minute completed the 
Nigerian victory.

They met again at Costa 
Rica 2014 in the Group D.

In the match played at 
the Estadio Alejandro 
Morera Soto in Alajuela, 
Nigeria came from behind 
to win 2-1.

Angie Rodriguez shot 
Colombia ahead in the 
third minute before Joy 

igeria's Williams 

NTroost-Ekong's 
goal was among 

the barrage of  4-0 bashing 
as Watford put their recent 
poor run behind them to 
hammer illness-hit local 
r ivals  Luton Town at 
Vicarage Road.

Slaven Bilic's side had 
lost three of  their previous 
four games to slump to 15th 
in the Championship table.

But they found their 
form when it mattered to 
equal their biggest local 
derby win, sparked by an 
early acrobatic close-range 
strike from Keinan Davis.

William Troost-Ekong's 
goal on the stroke of  half-
time for Watford was the 
killer blow to the visitors.

Joao Pedro and Ismaila 
Sarr both got in on the act 
after the break as Watford 
posted their biggest home 
derby win, matching their 
4-0 win over Luton at 
Ke n i l w o r t h  R o a d  i n 
October 1997.

Luton, who began the 
weekend in sixth, had little 
answer  in  a  typica l ly 
competitive derby that 
brought seven yellow cards.

In what had turned into 
a hugely one-sided contest 
b y  t h e  e n d ,  L u t o n ' s 
m i s e r a b l e  d a y  w a s 
complete with a late red 

asemiro's looping 

Cs t o p p a g e - t i m e 
h e a d e r  g a v e 

Manches te r  Uni ted  a 
d e s e r v e d  p o i n t  i n  a 
dramatic finale against 
C h e l s e a  a t  S t a m f o r d 
Bridge.

Jorginho's late penalty 

uper Eagles forward, 

SPaul Onuachu netted 
a second straight 

brace as Genk beat title 
rivals, Royal Antwerp 3-1 
on Sunday.

G e n k  m ove d  f o u r 
points clear at the summit 
following the away win.

With his latest brace, 
Onuachu has now scored 
eight goals in his last five 
matches for the Smurfs.

Bryan Hayden opened 

the  South  Amer icans 
a g a i n s t  N i g e r i a ' s 
Flamingos in the semi 
finals on Wednesday for a 
place in final.

Interestingly, it will be 
the third time both teams 
will clash as Nigeria had 

Boki r i  l eve led  up  for 
Nigeria in the 26th minute 
and Uchenna Kanu scored 
the winner in the 59th 
minute.

Ve n ge a n c e  m ay  b e 
uppermost in the mind of  
the South Americans when 
they trade tackles with the 
Flamingos on Wednesday.

Already,  they  have 
denied the tournament the 
first all-African clash by 
sending Tanzania packing.

Colombia netted three 
goals in the first half  with 
Ta n z a n i a  e n d i n g  t h e 

card for substitute Gabe 
Osho's wild late challenge 
on Ken Sema.

After the match Hatters 
boss Nathan Jones said his 
side had been “decimated” 
by illness.

Watford were off  to a 
flier in just the third minute 
w h e n  t h e  p r o d u c t ive 
Hassane Kamara drilled 
over a teasing left-wing 
cross and Davis twisted 
himself  mid air to propel a 
clever left-foot finish over 
the line – his fourth goal of  
the season.

E t h a n  H o r v a t h 
produced a diving finger-
tip save to his left from 
Davis before the lead was 
doubled in first-half  injury 
time when Luton failed to 
deal with Pedro's swinging 
ball to the far post – and 
Troost-Ekong stuck the 
rebound away from close 
range.

Watford then went three 
up on 57 minutes when 
Luton goalkeeper Horvath 
t r i e d  t o  c l e a r  u n d e r 
pressure by Davis but could 
only pass straight to Pedro, 
who curled a right-foot shot 
straight back past him.

And Sarr completed the 
scoring when he made 
space for himself  down the 
ins ide- le f t  channel  to 
deliver a fine right-foot 

l ooked  to  have  g iven 
Chelsea a narrow win when 
he sent goalkeeper David 
de Gea the wrong way from 
the spot after substitutes 
Scott McTominay and 
Armando Broja tangled at a 
corner three minutes from 
time.

scoring for Genk in the 13th 
minute, while Onuachu 
a d d e d  t h e  s e c o n d  2 0 
minutes later.

Vincent Janssen halved 
the deficit for Antwerp just 
before halftime.

However,  Onuachu 
had the last laugh as he 
powered home a header off  
the post midway into the 
second half.

Genk now have 37 
points from 14 matches.

twice beaten the South 
Americans in 2012 and 
2014.

At the tournament in 
2019 at Azerbaijan, Nigeria 
beat Colombia 3-0 in a 
Group A fixture played in 
Baku.

encounter with just nine 
girls.

I n  t h e  d ay ' s  o t h e r 
quarter final pairing, Spain 
rallied to beat Japan 2-1 and 
make the semifinals of  the 
tournament.

Momoko Tanikawa put 

Japan ahead with his 66th 

minute strike, but Vicky 

Lopez (87� and 90+3) 

netted twice at the dead to 

seal victory in her team's 

favour.

finish into the bottom right 
corner for his fifth goal of  
the season.

L u t o n  To w n  b o s s 
Nathan Jones told BBC 
Three Counties Radio:

“ I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e 
importance of  the game. 
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o 
Watford, they scored good 
goals today.

“ T o d a y  w e  g o t 
decimated by an illness 
b u g .  We  l o s t  H e n r i 
Lansbury, Luke Berry and 
we lost Dan Potts. Even 
though they were named 
[in the squad] they didn't 
actually come out.

“Sonny Bradley (who 
started but was replaced at 
half-time) was decimated 
by it so it was right through 
the squad, and today we 
looked lacklustre.

On the red card: “I asked 
for discipline because at the 
end of  the day the game's 
done and he doesn't need to 
give the referee a decision.”

Watford, who climb to 
10th in the Championship 
tab le,  a  point  behind 
Luton, are back in action 
on Saturday at Wigan.

Luton, now in ninth, are 
at home on Saturday to 
Sunderland.

Defeat would have been 
harsh on United but they 
g o t  t h e  r e wa r d  t h e i r 
performance merited when 
Casemiro rose to meet 
Luke Shaw's cross deep 
i n t o  s i x  m i n u t e s  o f  
stoppage time, Chelsea 
keeper Kepa Arrizabalaga 
getting a fingertip touch but 
unable to stop the ball 
crossing the line as it 
bounced back off  the inside 
of  the post.

United manager Erik 
ten Hag later said: “I have 
to make a big compliment 
to my team. To fight back 
with a fourth game in 10 
days, you see the spirit and 
h o w  t h e y  d e a l  w i t h 
setbacks. Really good.

“First half  Rashford 
had two b ig  chances, 
Antony one against one. 
You have to score goals in 
such moments because in 
top games three chances is 
massive. You have to score.

 “We dictated the game 
and I am happy with that. If  
you concede a goal late it is 
difficult.

“Eight minutes before 
half  time we had some 
troubles but defence in the 
second half  we didn't have 
troubles. The second half  
we didn't really create big 
chances, but also Chelsea 
didn't.

“I think it is a fair result. 
I  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n 
disappointed if  we had 
gone  wi thout  a  point 
because we didn't deserve 
that. At the end of  a tough 
week to come here, you 
bring the point home.”

Nigeria's Flamingos tackle Colombia for India 2022 final spot

EPL: Ten Hag lauds Man Utd
spirit after Chelsea draw 

Onuachu fires brace
again as Genk floor title
rivals, Royal Antwerp

Championship: Troost-Ekong scores
as Watford humiliate Luton Town  

Onuachu
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half-time as he kept out 
efforts from Matty Cash 
and Luiz.

B r e n t f o r d  w e r e 
marginally better after the 
break but could not prevent 
ex - B e e s  s t r i k e r  O l l i e 
Watkins adding a fourth 
when he finished from 
close range after his initial 
shot had been pushed on to 
the post.

The win moved Villa up 
to 14th in the Premier 
League, three points above 

improved in the second half  
but needed a superb last-
d i t c h  c h a l l e n ge  f r o m 
Elyounoussi to deny Jesus, 
who had broken clear of  the 
Southampton defence.

M a r t i n  O d e g a a r d 
thought he had put Arsenal 
back ahead not long after 
Armstrong's equaliser, but 
the Norwegian's effort was 
disallowed after the ball 
had gone out of  play in the 
build-up.

The result leaves Mikel 
Arteta's team two points 
clear of  second-placed 
Manchester City, while 
Saints stay in 15th – three 
p o i n t s  c l e a r  o f  t h e 
relegation zone.

manager and board, the 
latter getting the lion's share, 
o n l y  i n t e r r u p t e d 
m o m e n t a r i l y  b y 
Summerville's goal – his first 
for the club.

Boos filled the ground 
at full-time and continued as 
Marsch took to the pitch to 
applaud the fans. It could 
well be the last this ground 
sees of  the American.

Fo r  F u l h a m ,  t h i s 
represents  another  big 
feather in the cap. A second 
successive win was their fifth 
of  this Premier League 
season – the same amount 
they managed in the entirety 
of  their  last  top-f l ight 
campaign in 2020-21. This 
win puts them seventh.

ston Villa made the 

Aperfect start to life 
a f t e r  S t e v e n 

Ger ra rd  a s  they  bea t 
Brentford at a buoyant Villa 
Park to record only their 
third win of  the season.

Ex-Liverpool captain 
Gerrard was sacked on 
Thursday following a heavy 
defeat at Fulham, with first 
team coach Aaron Danks 
taking charge of  Sunday's 
game.

And Danks enjoyed an 

r e m i e r  L e a g u e Pl e a d e r s  A r s e n a l 
dropped points for 

only the second time this 
s e a s o n  a s  S t u a r t 

e e d s  b o s s  Je s s e LMarsch faces  an 
uncertain future after 

Fulham came from behind 
to claim a win at Elland 
Road that leaves the Whites 
in in the Premier League 
bottom three and without a 
win in eight games.

Second-half  goals from 
Bobby Decordova-Reid and 
Willian sealed the game for 
the Cottagers – the former 
steering a header before the 
latter scored from close 
range to provoke mutiny 
among the home crowd.

The last 10 minutes 
were played out to the sound 
of  chants against Marsch 
and the club's board with the 
final whistle greeted by boos 
from around the ground.

Looking to boost their 
lowly league position and 
t h e  s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e i r 
beleaguered boss, the home 
s i d e  h a d  l e d  t h r o u g h 
Rodrigo's header in the 20th 
minute, raising the prospect 
of  a first win since August.

But familiar defensive 
failings again undid them as 
they allowed Aleksandar 
Mitrovic an unchallenged 
close-range header from a 
corner just six minutes later.

In what is becoming a 
familiar story, the Whites 
looked huffed and puffed in 
attack but looked vulnerable 
all afternoon.

It took a superb goal-
line block from Marc Roca 
to stop Harrison Reed 
scoring the opener and a fine 
save from Illan Meslier to 
s t o p  A n d r e a s  Pe r e i r a 
making it 2-1 before the 
break.

uper Eagles defender, 

SOla Aina scored his 
first-ever goal in the 

Italian top flight as Torino 
recorded a 2-1 win at 
Udinese on Sunday.

A i n a  o p e n e d  t h e 
scoring for Torino in the 
14th minute after Aleksey 
Andrey Andreevich teed 
him up.

The hosts rallied back 
w i t h  S p a i n  G e r a r d 
Deulofeu equalising on 26 
minutes.

Pietro Pellegri netted 
the winning goal in the 69th 

acked Aston Villa 

Sb o s s ,  S t e v e n 
Gerrard, is being 

tipped for the England job.
Gerrard was dumped 

on Thursday evening by 
Villa.

However, that has not 
stopped him from being 
earmarked as the next 
m a n  t o  t a k e  o n  t h e 
England job when current 
m a n a g e r  G a r e t h 
Southgate steps down or is 

minute.
Aina featured for the 

entire duration of  the game.
Torino occupy ninth 

position on the table with 
14 points from 11 games.

removed from the role.
S p e a k i n g  o n 

t a l k S P O RT,  f o r m e r 
England striker Darren 
Bent said: “It wouldn't 
surprise me if  he was one 
of  the candidates for the 
England job next.

“I'm not saying that he 
should get it, but you 
know what the FA are like.

“They like people who 
have been in the system 
before.”

t h e  b o t t o m  t h r e e . 
Brentford, meanwhile, are 
1 0 t h  o n  1 4  p o i n t s .
This was an unbelievable 
display by a Villa team who 
had been struggling to score 
goals under Gerrard but, 
seemingly with the shackles 
off, they let loose on a 
stunned Brentford side.

Before Sunday, Villa 
were  the joint -second 
lowest goalscorers in the 
Premier League this season 
with seven, but in just 14 
minutes they scored as 
m a n y  g o a l s  a s  t h e y 
managed in 409 minutes 
under Gerrard.

Their build-up play was 
fast and incisive, with 
Brentford struggling to 
close down the spaces and 
they could have won by an 
even bigger margin with 
both Luiz and Emi Buendia 
not far off  with shots from 
distance.

Danks, who had been 
assistant to Dean Smith 
prior to Gerrard's arrival, 
had also made a brave call 
before kick-off  by benching 
captain John McGinn. His 
bold leadership may be just 

incredible debut in the 
dugout as Villa found 
themselves 3-0 up inside 15 
minutes.

Leon Bailey got the ball 
rolling when he swept in 
from Douglas Luiz's pass 
following a smart corner 
routine in the second 
minute.

Danny Ings made it 2-0 
five minutes later when he 
stabbed in from Bailey's 
cross before the striker got 
his second of  the game in 

Armstrong's second-half  
e q u a l i s e r  e a r n e d 
Southampton  a  hard -
earned point at St Mary's.

Armstrong finished off  a 

Decordova-Reid and 
Willian took their chances 
when they came to complete 
the turnaround and ensure 
that not even Crysencio 
Summerville's late goal 
could alter the result.

It gives this enterprising 
and confident Fulham side a 
second success ive  win 
following Thursday's 3-0 
win over Aston Villa and 
l e a v e s  M a r s c h  t o  a n 
uncertain fate.

After Thursday's loss at 
Leicester, which left Leeds 
out of  the bottom three only 
on goal difference and saw a 
travelling support turn on 
Marsch, this felt like a must-
win game for the American.

It was only a week ago 
that they largely outplayed 
league leaders Arsenal at 
Elland Road and Marsch 
was eager before Sunday's 
game  to  d raw on  th i s 
positive and the possibility 
of  a repeat.

They certainly set to do 
just that in a bold and bright 
opening 20 minutes, backed 
by a vociferous crowd, at the 
end of  which Rodrigo 
n o d d e d  t h e  o p e n e r 
following Jack Harrison's 
blocked shot.

This would be as good 
as it got, though, for the 
home side, who wilted as 
soon as Fulham got to grips 
with the game and showed 
some endeavour.

M i t r o v i c ,  w h o 
struggled during his last 
Premier League campaign, 
is a different top-f light 
animal this season and 
needs little invitation to 
score – so Leeds erred badly 

what Villa need – certainly 
in the short term – as they 
look to climb the table 
quickly.

Sunday's defeat was a 
completely unexpected 
r e s u l t  f o r  B r e n t f o r d , 
especially coming just four 
days after a fine display 
against Chelsea.

This was probably one 
of  the  v i s i tors '  wors t 
performances since they 
were promoted to the 
Premier  League,  with 
T h o m a s  Fr a n k ' s  s i d e 
largely limited to chasing 
shadows – particularly in 
the first half.

Alarm bells won't really 
be ringing after this loss, 
which was more likely a 
consequence of  a Villa 
response to  Ger rard 's 
departure coupled with an 
off  day for Brentford, who 
a r e  s i t t i n g  p r e t t y 
comfortably in 10th place.

However, Brentford are 
still without an away win 
this season and that will be 
of  more concern for Frank 
than this performance in 
isolation.

the 14th minute, converting 
a penalty after Tyrone 
Mings had been fouled.

Brentford rarely looked 
capable of  providing a 
response, with their best 
chance of  the first half  an 
Ethan Pinnock goal-bound 
volley that was blocked by 
his team-mate, summing up 
the Bees' fortunes.

Instead, the visitors 
were reliant on David Raya 
prevent ing Vi l la  f rom 
adding further goals before 

f l o w i n g  t e a m  m o v e 
i n v o l v i n g  A d a m 
Armstrong and Mohamed 
Elyounoussi to stretch 
Saints' unbeaten league run 
to three matches.

Granit Xhaka had given 
the Gunners an early lead 
with his second goal in as 
many games, firing into the 
roof  of  the net from Ben 
White's low delivery.

The effervescent Gabriel 
Mar t inel l i  had a shot 
deflected wide and Gabriel 
Je s u s  wa s  d e n i e d  b y 
Southampton goalkeeper 
Gavin  Bazunu as  the 
v is i tors  threatened to 
double their advantage 
before the interval.

Ralph Hasenhuttl's team 

by leaving him unmarked six 
yards out from a corner.

And the home side 
diced with danger all too 
regularly, needing Roca to 
rescue them at 0-0 and 
Meslier to do the same at 1-
1.

There was no rescue act 
once Decordova-Reid had 
glanced in his hammer blow 
of  a header and Willian had 
tapped home to put daylight 
between the sides.

As Leicester witnessed 
on  a  smal le r  sca le  on 
Thursday – and as Fulham 
will have known going into 
this  game – the Leeds 
support is a powder keg 
waiting to ignite in fury at 
the club's failings.

And so it came to pass 
with chants against the 

Serie A: Aina scores first
 goal for Torino at Udinese

EPL: Aston Villa vent the anger of their sacked manager on Brentford 

England: Sacked Aston
Villa boss Gerrard tipped
for England job 

Arsenal drops point at St Mary's to Southampton

Aina

EPL: Leeds boss, Marsch
faces uncertain future
after losing to Fulham

Marsch
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ear Mr Bola TinubuD
I am writing you regarding 

your recent comment about 
church rats and our penchants 
for  eat ing  poisoned Holy 
Communion.

Usually, we, the congregation 
of  active, reformed, and retired 
church rats ignore humans like 
you when you slander us to feel 
good about your miserable lives. 
I make an exception today 
because, as our elders said, any 
g e s t u r e  o f  g r e e t i n g  t h a t 
surpasses the elbow has become 
something else.

Your statement about the 
poverty of  church rats hurt us so 
deeply. If  not for our parents, 
who bred us properly to be polite 
to others,  we would have 
shouted at you to shut your 
mouth. But we are too civilised 
for that kind of  gutter language.

You alleged that we were lazy 
and incapable of  using our six 
senses. By extension, you made 
us all look like lunatics who eat 
poisoned Holy Communion 
because we are hungry. We 

c o n s i d e r  y o u r  s t a t e m e n t 
malicious,  defamatory,  and 
u n f o u n d e d .  Y o u  h a v e 
intentionally damaged our hard-
earned reputation.

I am writing to correct the 
unintelligent perception that 
poorly educated giants like you 
have been carrying around in your 
big-for-nothing empty heads for so 
long. We, the church rats, are not 
as dumb as we appear. Alright? We 
may have little vision, superstition, 
and conceptualisation challenges, 
but who doesn't? That we do not 
step out of  the church and go to the 
house next door to look for food 
does not mean we are stupid.

Like everyone else, we start 
smelling the jollof  rice, while the 
chef  is mixing the rice with the 
stew, and we perceive the aroma of  
moi  moi  boi l ing  under  the 
firewood. That we look up to the 
cross and the mystery of  filling our 
stomach with unleavened bread is 
a testament to our trust in our faith 
and our faithfulness to our creed, 
which required us to “do this in 
remembrance of  me.”

Unlike you, we are not greedy. 
We are contented with giving our 

bodies the exact amount of  
nourishment they deserve. We are 
not in the business of  acquiring 
loads of  stuff  to be transported via 
a bullion van and stored in floors 
of  hidden basements under our 
house and at offshore tax heavens 
for our children and our children's 
children. Maybe they did not teach 
you this in your mosque, but we 
take that core prayer seriously – to 
seek just our daily bread, as in 
“give us this day, our daily bread.”

Secondly, you may need to 
update your knowledge of  the state 
of  the church. The English people 
who first came up with that silly 
expression “as poor as a church 
rat” have stopped using it. They 
now call it a cliché, meaning it has 
outlived its usefulness. I know you 
have not been to a church in a 
while. If  you have, you will notice 
that churches now serve breakfast 
made of  bagels, coffee, donuts, and 
akara. And on some special 
Sundays, more varieties of  food 
are served. Your favourite, agbado, 
corn, and cassava, are standard on 
the lunch table of  many churches 
these days. It is one sure way to 
attract hungry humans like you to 

church. What it means is that there 
are leftovers for us after church 
services. Also, after presiding over 
funeral rites, large coolers of  
scrumptious Semovita, ogbono 
soup, rice, and stew are brought to 
the parsonage. They guarantee a 
delicious feast at midnight when 
the pastor and his household are 
asleep. So, we are not that poor 
anymore.

Because of  your blatantly false 
statement, you have retraumatised 
some of  us who have been 
r e f o r m e d .  Yo u r  s t a t e m e n t 
triggered even our members who 
have retired. You once again 
exposed us to abuse by mean-
spirited individuals who take 
d e l i g h t  i n  c r u s h i n g  t h e 
underprivileged among them. By 
your words, you have created an 
unsafe environment for us to live 
our lives in peace and harmony 
with other members of  the animal 
kingdom, of  which you are one.

Time has shown us that you are 
not smart like that. The Lagos that 
you brag about is the least livable 
mega city in the world. It is 
unlivable for us, and if  you are 
honest with yourself, unlivable for 
you and your folks, too. That tells 
you all that you want to know. Go 
to New York, London, and Paris, 
and you will see that we thrive in 
those cities but not in your Lagos. 
Lagos State, with a population of  
15.3 million, has a GDP of  about 
$33.67 billion. It is equivalent to 
Rwanda, with a population of  
about 12.9 million and a GDP of  
$18.2 billion, plus Botswana, with 
a population of  2.35 million and a 
GDP of  $16.9 billion. But the 
quality of  life in Rwanda and 
Botswana is ten folds better than 
that of  Lagos State. It begs the 
question, what have you done with 
the internally generated revenue?

You have always said that you 
were the brightest crayon in the 
box. We chuckled when you 
suggested that grandstanding is 
your solution to dealing with the 
West on climate change. What was 
going on in your head when you 
said this about the West? “If  you 
don't guarantee our finances and 
work up with us to stop this, we are 
not going to comply with your 
climate change.”

Whose climate change is it?

You complained that the West 
wants you to plant trees. Who are 
you planting trees for, eh? Is it for 
the West or your grandchildren? I 
bet you do not know that the desert 
encroachment fueling all your 
social and political conflicts has 
something to do with the lack of  
trees. Maybe you are just like your 
forerunner, Buhari, who thinks 
that the unending migration of  
armed herders from North to 
South is in search of  some ancient 
grazing routes.

You complained that you are 
being advised not to keep burning 
firewood. Are you not ashamed 
that your folks still use firewood 
for cooking in the 21st century? 
Have you looked for firewood 
recently? Have you noticed that as 
forests disappear, firewood is 
becoming so scarce? Have you ever 
wondered who owns the trees cut 
down to make firewood? Do the 
trees belong to the West?

I am just an ordinary rat. I do 
not know the answers to these 
questions. The world will forgive 
me because I did not attend a fancy 
Chicago school. All I know is that 
you people have serious problems 
and you need serious minded-
p e o p l e  w i t h  u p - t o - d a t e 
information to solve them. How 
did Albert Einstein put it? “We 
cannot solve our problems with the 
same level of  thinking that created 
them.”

You, Mr Bola Ahmed Tinubu, 
are still wallowing in the same 
level of  thinking that created your 
problems.

Whatever you do, please cease 
and desist from using church rats 
as a cover to mask your lack of  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e 
contemporary world and the 
thinking that drives it.

We, the church rats, do not eat 
poisoned Holy Communion 
because we are hungry. We eat it 
because we are still mesmerised by 
the mandate, our mandate, your 
mandate. The mystery of  the 
mandate is so powerful that it 
makes “emi lokan” sound like “it 
is our turn.”

Yours truly,
Rudolf Okonkwo
This reformed and retired 

church rat writes from St. Simon's 
personage.

Why we eat poisoned Holy Communion:
A memo to Tinubu

By Rudolf Okonkwo

Tinubu

NDLEA conducts massive operation,
arrests 10 suspects, seizes drugs in
5 states

Man dupes girlfriend of
N2m, uses money to marry
another lady


