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Electoral Act changed Nigeria’s
election system - NOA

News

Gunmen kill APC Youth Leader, abduct 
others in Ebonyi community
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

S
ome unidentified gun-
men have reportedly 
killed Hon Celestine 

Egbuaba the Youth Leader 
of  All Progressives Con-
gress APC in Obegu Ward, 
Ishielu Local Government 
Area of  Ebonyi State. 

According to a source 
from the area who spoke 
on condition of  anonymity 
said that the gunmen who 
were numbering over 10 
had blocked the road, took 
hold of  the youth leader and 
murdered him. The gunmen 

according to the source also 
attacked other passerby who 
were returning from their 
farms and other businesses 
and unfortunately ran into 
the attackers.

The source, an aged wom-
an who was returning from 
the farm but was quick to 
hide in a nearby bush said 
that despite several appeals 
from the youth leader, the 
gunmen shot at him by the 
side of  the belly when he 
made attempt to escape. 

She noted that shortly af-
ter the youth leader was shot 
dead, the Gunmen took the 
other victims and escaped 

News Echo   Monday 17 - Tuesday 18 October, 2022                                                              Page 3

inside the bush. “It was so 
pathetic, as I was return-
ing from the farm. I heard 
voices and I had to hide in 
a nearby bush and watched 
closely what was happen-
ing”.

“The attackers got hold of  
the Youth Leader and others 
and we’re interrogating him 
about the recent empow-
erment money he received 
from the State government. 

“The youth leader plead-
ed with them to spear his 
life but all his pleas fell on 
deaf  ears as one of  them in-
structed the others to waste 
the youth leader. 

“They shot at him when 
he made attempt to escape. 
They left him in the poll of  
his blood and escaped into 
the nearby bush”. 

The source also revealed 
that some members of  the 
community who ran into 
them while the attack was 
going on were also attacked 
and many of  them sustained 
various degrees of  injuries 
while others escaped.

Meanwhile, the Chair-
man of  Ishielu Local Gov-
ernment Area, Hon Obinna 
Onwe who confirmed the 
incident however debunked 
the report in some media 

Flooding: Anambra Health Commissioner
visits Anambra West Holding Centres
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

A
nambra State 
Government has 
assured flood vic-

tims mostly from Anambra 
West Local Goveenment 
Area (LGA) staying at 
holding centres of  prompt 
and adequate healthcare 
services. 

The Commissioner for 
Health, Dr. Afam Obidike 
gave the assurance when he 
led his team from the min-
istry on an inspection visit 
to the two holding centres 
quartering Anambra West 
flood victims at Crowther 
Memorial Primary School 
Onitsha and Unity Hall 
Umueri. Addressing the 
people at the holding cen-
tres, Dr. Obidike said that 
Gov. Chukwuma Soludo 
has mandated the minis-
try to continue on the spot 
assessment of  the holding 

,
centres, with a view to as-
certain their health needs, 
challenges and for immedi-
ate intervention. 

“We are here with some 
team of  medical person-
nel to make sure that 
everything was taken care 
of  medically as well as as-
certain the hygiene nature 
of  the camp which is very 
essential. “Our Governor, 
Prof. Chukwuma Soludo 
mandated us to be visiting 
the holding centres in order 
to attend to the urgent med-
ical needs of  those at the 
holding centres,” he added. 

The Commissioner on 
arrival at the holding cen-
tres distributed some car-
toons of  drugs and mos-
quito treated nets, noting 
that the ministry has put in 
place immediate medical 
intervention plans for flood 
victims in the state. 

He commend the efforts 
of  the Transition Commit-

publication that the attack 
was carried out by Fulani 
herdsmen saying that the 
killing may not be uncon-
nected to politics. 

 He stated that the Gun-
men also after the killing of  
the youth leader called the 
Obegu Ward Party Chair-
man in the local govern-
ment, Hon Ede Christian 
Micheal threatening to also 
deal with him. 

“Let me make it clear that 
the killing was not done by 
Fulani herdsmen. It has no 
connection with herdsmen 
as was reported in some me-
dia outfit. 

“From the preliminary 
investigation and the state-
ment of  those who escaped, 
it won’t be wrong to say that 
it is politically motivated”. 

The Council Chairman 
further revealed that on the 

tee Chairman (TCC), Mr. 
Felix Ikechi for making 
sure that basic necessities 
needed in the holding cen-
tres were on ground.

Dr. Obidike promised 
that government would 
send in more health per-
sonnel to the holding cen-
tres in order to ensure that 
flood victims are adequate-
ly taken care of  medically.

Responding, the TC 
Chairman, Mr. Ikechi 
thanked the state govern-
ment for coming to the 
rescue of  Ndi Anambra 
West, and for the prompt 
response. 

He said that Govern-
ment has put all logistics 
in place, and equally pro-
vide mosquito treated nets, 
drugs and medical person-
nel through the ministry of  
health.

A flood victim, Mr. Em-
manuel Onwuadi  from 
Igbokenyi Community and 

former Councilor said that 
virtually all the communi-
ties in Anambra West were 
submerged, noting that 
more people would be join-
ing the camp soonest. 

He thanked the state gov-
ernment for the prompt re-
sponse, noting that in 2012 
flood disaster, they did not 
receive the kind of  atten-
tion they are getting today 
medically from the state 
government.

 Mr. Onwuadi while com-
mending Gov.Soludo for 
providing the holding cen-
tres with medical person-
nel, drugs, mosquito nets, 
others, pleaded for more 
government assistance in 
the area of  mattress as well 
as finding lasting solutions 
to the problem of  flood in 
Anambra West.

 As at the time of  filing 
this report, no fewer than 
600 persons are currently 
being quartered in the two 
holding centres designated 
for Anambra West LGA.

The Executive Governor of Imo State, His Excellency, Senator Hope Uzodimma represented by the Deputy Governor, His Excellency,  
Prof. Placid Njoku, the Chief of Staff to the Governor,  of Imo State, Bar. Nnamdi Anyaehie, the Managing Director/CEO of ISOPADEC, 
Chief Charles Orie, the Minister of State, Ministry of Education, Rt. Hon Goodluck Opiah, the Sole Adminstrators of Ohaji/ Egbema and 
Oguta LGAs, the Candidate for Ohaji/ Egbema /Oguta/ Oru West Federal Constituency in the 2023 Elections, Hon. Eugene Dibiagwu, and 
other Dignitaries at the Distributions of Relief Materials to the Flood victims in Egbema, Ohaji/ Egbema and Oguta LGAs of Imo State.

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

T
he National Orienta-
tion Agency (NOA) 
has continued voter ed-

ucation for peaceful   general 
election in 2023. Unveiling 
their program in Umuahia 
during the zonal constituency 
training of  youth and women 
of  Abia Central senatorial 
district on voter registration, 
the State Director, Dame 
Ngozi Okechukwu, observed 
that if  the electorate does not 
participate effectively in the 
electoral process, the legiti-
macy and representativeness 
of  elected leaders and insti-
tutions would be questioned. 
She appealed to all relevant 
stakeholders to join hands 
to achieve sustainable voter 
education in Abia State and 
Nigeria, stressing that new 
electoral law in Nigeria has 
changed the landscape of  Ni-
geria’s electoral system.

“Experience has shown 
that embarking on Voter ed-
ucation in the wake of  any 
election does not always yield 
the desired result. Rather 
than equip the electorate, es-
pecially the uneducated pop-
ulation, to vote rightly, this 
fire brigade approach leaves 
them confused and unable 
to grasp the content of  the 
campaign message within a 
limited time.

“It is in cognizance of  this 
that NOA Abia State started 
early with the first phase of  
the sensitization and is now 
on the second phase to fully 
engage the electorate on crit-
ical issues and prepare them 
for the forthcoming 2023 
general election. I will em-
phasis that continuous voter 
education is expedient for 

credible elections. NOA is 
committed to ensuring free, 
fair, credible and peaceful 
elections”, Dame Okechuk-
wu assured. She believed that 
the second strategy - the Mo-
bile Messaging Campaigns 
(which will involve the use 
of  motorized vans in areas 
of  mass gatherings) which 
was officially flagged off  
by the Director General of  
Abia State Orientation Agen-
cy, Chief  Godwin Adindu 
would be effective in dissem-
inating IEC materials and 
making announcements in 
Local languages.

The Abia NOA boss who 
urged residents to collect 
their Permanent Voter Cards, 
PVCs and vote for a per-
son of  their choice as their 
vote remains their power, 
reiterated the preparedness 
of  the Agency to partner 
with relevant stakeholders 
in faith-based organizations, 
traditional institutions, opin-
ion moulders and Commu-
nity leaders among others to 
promote an electoral process 
that will produce authentic, 
exemplary leaders who can 
ensure the transformation 
and sovereignty of  Nigeria if  
elected.

In their respective speech-
es, the State Coordinator, 
National Human Rights 
Commission, Barr. Uche 
Nwokocha; the representa-
tives of  Sector Commander 
Federal Road Safety Com-
mission; Nigeria Security 
and Civil Defence Com-
mission; and the INEC, Mr. 
Okere Kelechi, who is also in 
charge of  Voter education ap-
preciated the efforts of  NOA 
geared towards improving 
the political consciousness of  
the electorate.

same day, some persons sus-
pected to be unknown Gun-
men in a Sienna bus and 
other vehicles plying along 
the road manhandled pas-
serby and other members of  
the Ebubeagu security Net-
work. 

He said that among those 
abducted by the gunmen in-
cludes another Ward Execu-
tive of  the party adding that 
soon the security personnel 
will arrest the perpetrators 
of  the act and unravel the 
cause of  the attack. 

He expressed regret over 
the unfortunate incident 
adding that security op-
eratives, members of  the 
Ebubeagu Security Net-
work and youths of  the vil-
lage have been mobilized to 
comb the bushes in search 
of  those abducted.

... Assures of government’s intervention
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Menopause certain, prepare for it
as you clock 40 - Dr Aduba 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

H
ealth expert, Dr Fre-
drick Aduba advises 
women within the 

range of  40 years and above 
to watch out for menopause, 
which he defined as the end 
of  reproductive process in 
a woman’s life. Dr Aduba 
gave the advice during an 
interview with the health 
correspondent in his office 
at General Hospital Enug-
wu-Ukwu. 

He explained that meno-
pause has no particular date 
it occurs in a woman but can 
happen within the range of  
40 to 55 years depending on 
the individual. 

The symptoms include hot 
flashes, sweating especially at 
night, swing mood, reduced 
libido or lack of  interest in 
sex, and not able to control 
urine.  

Other symptoms include 
weight gain, absence of  men-
strual flow for the period of  
12 months, body weakness 
and dryness of  the vagina. 
The severity of  these symp-
toms differs in women. 

According to the health ex-
pert, women who have com-
pleted the reproductive as-
pect of  life are more prepared 
to welcome this natural oc-
currence than those who are 

yet to give birth to any child. 
The latter category of  

women, when approach-
ing menopause, show signs 
or attitudes of  unhappiness 
because the thought of  ap-
proaching the end of  their re-
productive cycle makes them 
uneasy. 

He further explained that 
there would be a stage in a 
woman when the ovary ceas-
es to function effectively or 
ceases to produce estrogen 
and progesterone that control 
all the reproductive cycle in a 
woman; that is when meno-
pause sets in. 

Dr Aduba noted that there 
is a situation where reproduc-
tive cycle in a woman can be 
halted for health or medical 
reason, which distorts natu-
ral occurrence of  menopause.

“When a woman’s ova-
ry is totally removed during 
surgery, menopause will set 
in and this is not natural be-
cause it was done for a pur-
pose.” 

Some women that undergo 
chemotherapy due to uter-
ine cancer are forced to en-
ter their menopause because 
their ovaries may not func-
tion effectively,” he noted. 

Aduba further explained 
that during menopausal peri-
od, there could be possibility 
of  fertilization, it is unpre-
dictable. He, then, called on 

women to always be pre-
pared because it is a neces-
sary thing every woman has 
to pass through at a stage in 
her life, urging them to eat 
adequate food, excercise 
well, stop smoking for those 
who smoke and strive to live 
a healthy lifestyle. 

Contributing, the Direc-
tor Nursing and Midwifery, 
State Hospital Management 

Board, Mrs Ethel Ezeani 
acknowledged that some 
women do not know what 
menopause is due to their 
level of  understanding, while 
some are not aware at what 
age to expect it and some of  
its symptoms.  She noted that 
some women visit many hos-
pitals complaining of  certain 
symptoms, but only to be told 
after proper examination that 

they have entered menopau-
sal stage of  their lives.

According to Mrs. Ezeani, 
if  a woman does not know 
that she has entered her men-
opause, she might be picking 
quarrel with everyone around 
her.  

“Prolonged menstrual 
flow, heavy flow, giving gaps, 
meaning that at a time men-
ses will stop for some months 
and reappears again, dryness 
in the vagina causes bleeding 
and pain during love making.   

“These are also some of  
the symptoms which women 
who are 40 and above should 
watch out for. This is because 
I have seen a woman who en-
tered menopause at 42 years 
old,” she added.

 The duo, Doctor Adu-
ba and Mrs Ezeani advised 
women to seek proper coun-
seling and medication if  
symptoms become severe, 
saying in case of  severe vir-
ginal dryness, doctors can 
prescribe lubricants that can 
soften it when applied. 

They also called on their 
spouses to always show love 
and understanding toward 
their wives to help them at 
this stage of  their lives.  

 Finally, women are ad-
vised to take enough water 
during hot weather and reg-
ularly monitor their menses 
once they approach 40 years, 
bearing in mind that meno-
pause is a natural distortion 
to a woman’s reproductive 
cycle.

Obi Support Group lambasts APC for 
turning national assets to campaign venues
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A 
very vocal interna-
tional support group 
for the Labour Party’s 

presidential candidate in the 
fast approaching February 
2023 general election, Peter 
Obi, under the aegis of  the 
Great Nigeria4Obi-Datti has 
taken the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) to task for us-
ing the nation’s seat of  power 
- Aso Rock Villa for election 
campaign venue. 

Reacting under the cap-
tion, “We condemn today’s 
frivolousness at Aso Rock 
...”, the group noted, “We, at 
the Great Nigeria4Obi-Datti 
totally condemn the frivolity 
known as the inauguration of  
the Tinubu Shettima Women 
Presidential Campaign Team, 

held today, Monday 10th Oc-
tober, 2022 at the State House 
Conference Centre, Abuja.  

“We condemn the con-
tinued use and abuse of  our 
common trust to fleece the 
Nigerian peoples.  “The All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
has openly continued to party 
while Nigeria burns...”

The Great Nigeria 4 
Obi-Datti further reminded 
the APC and her top brass 
of  what it described as their 
“massive indifference to the 
reigning penury in the land. 

That while Academic Staff  
Union of  Universities (ASUU) 
is on strike, and our children 
are not going to School, Par-
ents/Workers are unpaid, 
new jobs remain elusive due 
to comatose economic climate 
pervading the country, insecu-
rity everywhere, food prices 
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and inflation rising exponen-
tially, Nigeria hemorrhaging 
workers to foreign lands, and 
our currency losing its value, 
yet the APC top brass found 
a way to continue the ‘Ariya’, 
wasting whopping Millions 
of  naira to assemble Troupes, 
Assorted Uniforms, Banners, 
Colorful Decor, Chande-
liers, Dances, Music, Catered 
Food, Ushers, high powered 
Security to hold a Women’s 
jamboree at the Aso Rock. 

“What an indifference to 
the suffering masses in Nige-
ria!” With the frivolous jam-
boree, the group noted that 
the apple certainly rots from 
the top.  The support group 
pointed out that a political 
party with massive difficulty 
in prioritizing the needs of  
Nigerians needs to go.  They 
must be sent packing out of  

Aso Rock, hence the Ariya 
jamboree must end. 

According to the Publicity 
Bureau of  the group, “at the 
Great Nigeria4Obi-Datti we 
call for a commitment to the 
issues bothering the common 
Nigerians, including attention 
to Education, Job creation, 
Salary payment and security.

“There’s therefore great ur-
gency for APC to go, because 
probity, is everything.  “Nige-
rians must use their already 
tattered broom to sweep this 
heartless lot out. This frivolity 
must end, and we have taken 
a stand as we passionately 
appeal to all Nigerian voters, 
families and parents to speak 
loudly with their votes at the 
presidential election by sup-
porting Peter Obi and Dr Dat-
ti Yusuf  Baba-Ahmed, come 
February 2023.”Appeal Court dismisses

Oriaku’s suit against Emenike

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Court of  Appeals, 
Abuja Division has 
dismissed an appeal 

filed against the candidature 
of  Chief  Ikechi Emenike 
by Mr Obinna Oriaku Eze, 
a guber aspirant of  All Pro-
gressive Congress (APC) in 
Abia State.

Oriaku, who was a for-
mer Commissioner for Fi-
nance in Abia and one of  
the aspirants that contested 
the APC primary polls, had 
gone to Court of  Appeals, 
Owerri Division praying that 
the judgement of  Abia State 
High Court by Justice Ben-
son Anya be set aside by the 
Appeal Court.

The matter which was 
later moved from Owerri to 
Abuja Division of  Appeal 
Court, on the alleged de-
mands of  Oriaku Eze.

Ruling on the matter on 
October 14, Appeal Court 
held that the applicant made 
“frivolous application”.

The Appellant Court 
also ruled that Chief  Ikechi 
Emenike duly emerged as 

the guber candidate of  Abia 
APC in the May 26 Primary 
polls.

It therefore said that 
INEC and APC are bound 
to accept Ikechi Emenike’s 
name as APC governorship 
candidate for Abia in 2023 
elections.

Apart from dismissing 
the applicant’s prayers, the 
Court of  Appeal ordered 
Obinna Oriaku Eze to pay 
the sum of  N100, 000 each 
to three defendants namely 
INEC, APC and Emenike.

With this victory at Ap-
peal Court, Chief  Ikechi has 
recorded 20 victories out of  
the 24 cases he faced in the 
Court including pre and post 
primary election matters.

Similarly, Federal High 
Court Abuja, presided by 
Justice Binta Nyako has fixed 
November 11 as judgment 
day for the case brought by 
Dr Uche Ogah, former Min-
ister of  State for Mines and 
Steel Development against 
Chief  Ikechi Emenike. Ogah 
is in the Court challenging 
the process that produced 
Chief  Ikechi Emenike as the 
candidate of  Abia APC.

PDP crisis: It’s unfortunate to call for Ayu’s resignation – Nwodo

O
kwesilieze Nwodo, a 
Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) chieftain, 

rejected the demand that Iyor-
chia Ayu, the party’s national 
chairman, quit. Governor 
Nyesom Wike and his allies 
have persisted in calling on the 
lawmaker who was born in 
Benue to quit immediately.

In the interest of  fairness, 
equity, and justice, Wike 
and friends claimed that the 
National Chairman and the 
party’s presidential candidate 
cannot be from the same re-
gion.

However, the PDP Board 
of  Trustees’ (BoT) reconcilia-
tion committee suggested that 
Ayu step down if  the party 
wins the presidential election 
in February in its report to the 
party leadership on Friday. 
Nwodo said that the request 
for Ayu’s resignation is regret-
table and comes at the wrong 
moment during an appear-
ance on Channels Television 
on Friday.

Ayu’s resignation will be 
demanded months before the 
general elections in 2023, ac-
cording to the former PDP na-
tional chairman and member 
of  the BoT, who noted that 

this will be a grave error.
Nwodo added that Ayu 

ought to be let to oversee the 
party’s campaigns because he 
is familiar with it and has be-
gun preparing for its success in 
2023.

He said: “Calling for justice, 
fairness, and equity at any time 
is right. The situation in our 
party right now is a call for the 
resignation of  the party chair-
man as a means of  balancing 
North and South power in our 
party.

“At the meeting of  the Board 

... APC guber candidate wins 20 cases
of  Trustees today, a commit-
tee on reconciliation which 
I’m a member submitted our 
report to the NWC.

“The Board, in its wisdom, 
felt that to ask the chairman to 
resign at this time is like shoot-
ing your general at the point 
of  going to war.

 “The chairman of  the par-
ty is the person who leads the 
party to the campaign for the 
election. “Therefore, it is in-
auspicious to ask him to step 
down at this time and the per-
son who will come will take 

time to understand the build-
up we had in the past five 
months.

“It is difficult for us to 
change an executive we just 
elected in the middle of  the 
campaign. Let us wait and 
win the presidency and Ayu 
will go.” Nwodo declared that 
if  the party’s nominee for pres-
ident, Atiku Abubakar, wins 
the election, Ayu will step 
down from his position.
Timing, according to the for-
mer PDP national chairman, 
is a vital element in politics.

Cross session of the demolished part of the road, at Abakiliki street, Awka.
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2023: Nigeria needs a Northerner not Yoruba, 
Igbo candidates – Atiku

T
he presidential can-
didate of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party 

(PDP), Atiku Abubakar, has 
said those from the North 
don’t need candidates from 
the South during the 2023 
elections.

Atiku stated this while 
responding to a question 
posed to him by the spokes-
man of  the Northern Elders 
Forum, NEF, Hakeem Ba-
ba-Ahmed, during an Inter-
active Session With Arewa 
Joint Committee held on 
Saturday in Kaduna State.

According to him, North-
erners need to vote for him 
rather than a Yoruba or Igbo 
candidate because he’s a 
Pan-Nigerian with a north-
ern extraction.

When Baba-Ahmed asked 
Atiku why Northerners 
should vote for him, the 
PDP presidential candidate 
replied, “What the average 
Northerner needs is some-
body who’s from the north 
and also understands that 
part of  the country and has 
been able to build bridges 

across the country.
“This is what the North-

erner needs, it doesn’t need 
a Yoruba or Igbo candi-
date, I stand before you as 
a Pan-Nigerian of  northern 
origin.”

Actor, LP Spokesman 
Kenneth Okonkwo Knocks 
Atiku. Nollywood actor 
and a chieftain of  the La-
bour Party (LP), Kenneth 
Okonkwo, has slammed the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) presidential flagbear-
er, Atiku Abubakar, over a 
recent statement.

Atiku during an Interactive 
Session With Arewa Joint 
Committee held on Saturday 
in Kaduna State said North-
erners need to vote for him 
because he is a Pan-Nigerian 
with a northern extraction 
that has built bridges across 
the country.

According to him, North-
erners do not need any Yoru-
ba or Igbo candidate as presi-
dent of  the country.

He had said: “What the 
average Northerner needs is 
somebody who’s from the 

north and also understands 
that part of  the country and 
has been able to build bridges 
across the country.

“This is what the North-
erner needs, it doesn’t need a 
Yoruba or Igbo candidate, I 
stand before you as a Pan-Ni-
gerian of  northern origin.”

Reacting to the develop-
ment in a statement on Sat-
urday, Okonknwo said Atiku 
has shown how ethnically 
bigoted he is by openly telling 

Northerners not to support 
candidates from the South 
during the 2023 election.

The actor noted that South-
erners who are considering 
Atiku’s promise to hand over 
to them are dreaming because 
the former vice president be-
lieves that power must remain 
in the North.

He wrote: “Atiku Abubakar 
has shown how ethnically big-
oted he is by openly urging 
Northerners not to support 

Fire Service at the scene of the accident where a tanker carrying 18,000 liters of diesel crashed into vehicles and shops at 
Warri street terminal, Umuahia, crushing the legs of nursing mother from waist to toes and critically injuring her baby.

any Yoruba or Igbo, candidate
“Isn’t it hypocritical that this 

great disuniter travelled all the 
way to London to prostrate 
for Wike from South South 
for his support yet telling the 
Northerners that they don’t 
have to support Igbo or Yoru-
ba candidates but only North-
ern candidates?

“Ignorant Southerners who 
are considering Atiku because 
of  his lies that he will hand 
over power to a Southerner 
are dreaming. He believes 
that power must remain in the 
North permanently as he can 

be seen telling Northerners 
that they need only Northern-
ers.

“The truth is that the North 
does not need a corrupt bigot. 
What it needs is a Pan-Nige-
rian candidate that will trans-
form the vast arable North-
ern land from consumption 
to production to ensure food 
security and the industrialisa-
tion of  the North. The North 
is yet to recover from the trau-
ma of  the incompetent APC 
led by a Northerner. Nigerians 
must reject Atiku comprehen-
sively”.

Nnamdi Kanu: Further detention of IPOB leader
is kidnapping – HURIWA to Buhari

P
resident Muham-
madu Buhari has been 
warned that further 

illegal detention of  the lead-
er of  the Indigenous People 
of  Biafra, IPOB, Nnamdi 
Kanu, would be considered 
kidnapping.

Human Rights Writers 
Association of  Nigeria, 
HURIWA, further accused 
the Minister of  Justice 
Abubakar Malami of  acting 
the script of  Miyetti Allah 
cattle sellers.

The rights advocacy group 
said the President must stop 
playing what it describes 
as the toxic Northern eth-
nic card and obey the court 
verdict that discharged the 
IPOB man.

HURIWA further 
slammed President Muham-
madu Buhari’s constituted 
national security council 
which recommended that 
the IPOB leader remains 
in detention, describing the 
recommendation as a clear 
violation of  the binding 
judgment of  the appellate 
court

“The position of  the Fed-
eral Attorney-General on the 

Court of  Appeal’s consid-
ered judgment on Nnamdi 
Kanu is pedestrian, puerile, 
and laughable,” HURIWA’s 
statement, signed by Emma-
nuel Onwubiko, the group’s 
national coordinator, said.

“Any further detention 
of  Mazi Nnamdi Kanu 
would amount to active hos-
tage-taking and an outright 
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criminal case of  kidnapping, 
which is actionable. 

“We wonder why a lawyer 
of  Malami’s illustrious status 
adorning the title of  a Senior 
Advocate of  Nigeria is now 
speaking like a one-hun-
dred-level law student of  one 
road-side law faculty in the 
corner of  Nigeria.

“This holder of  the High 

office of  the AGF must take 
note that history won’t be 
kind to him for constantly 
been seen arguing against 
the principles of  the Rule of  
law when he ought to speak 
and act as the unbiased chief  
law officer of  the federation 
and not of  Miyetti Allah 
Cattle Owners Associa-
tion.”

National Security Council
backs Malami’s position 
on Nnamdi Kanu

T
he National Security 
Council, on Friday, 
said it was backing 

the position of  the Attor-
ney-General of  the Federa-
tion and Minister of  Justice, 
Abubakar Malami, over the 
Appeal Court judgment on 
the leader of  the Indigenous 
People of  Biafra, Nnamdi 
Kanu, that debunked his 
complete acquittal.

The Minister of  Police Af-
fairs, Mohammed Dingyadi, 
disclosed this to State House 
Correspondents shortly after 
the NSC meeting presided 
over by President Muham-
madu Buhari at Aso Rock.

Dingyadi, who spoke 
alongside his counterpart 
in the Ministry of  Interior, 
Rauf  Aregbesola, said Kanu 
was only discharged even as 
the government would now 
explore other legal instru-
ments to pursue the matter.

However, he noted that the 
council did not discuss a pos-
sible political solution which 
Malami had raised last No-
vember.

The council, he said, only 
discussed the Appeal Court 
judgement but noted that 
solutions to such matters 
could be considered so far as 
they were not subjudice.

It was reported that Mala-
mi, in a televised interview 
late Thursday, said the Feder-
al Government may consider 
any route, including political, 
to resolve the crisis surround-
ing IPOB’s agitations.

Fielding questions on 
Kanu and another separatist 
agitator, Sunday Igboho, the 
AGF said, “As far as the se-
curity situation is concerned 
and as far as governance and 
this administration is con-
cerned, you cannot rule out 
all possibilities.

“But then, there has to be 
an approach for the govern-
ment to consider.”

The council also directed 
the Office of  the National 
Security Adviser in conjunc-
tion with the Office of  the 
Secretary to Government of  
the Federation to convene a 
high-powered investigation 
committee on the crude oil 
theft in the Niger Delta to ex-
pose those behind it.

Renewed communal killing:
Umahi suspends traditional ruler
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

G
overnor David 
Umahi of  Ebonyi 
state has suspended 

the traditional ruler of  Ish-
inkwo community in Oni-
cha LGA of  Ebonyi state, 
Eze Josephat Ikegwu from 
office for his inability to 
stop the ongoing killings in 
his area.

Umahi who announced 
this in a statement issued 
by the Secretary to the State 
Government/Coordinating 
Commissioner. Dr Ken-
neth Ugbala directed the 

traditional ruler to return 
all Government property 
in his possession including 
his Official Vehicle to the 
Secretary to the State Gov-
ernment/ Coordinating 
Commissioner on or before 
close of  work on Monday, 
October 17, 2022. 

The statement reads: “His 
Excellency, the Governor of  
the State, Engineer David 
Nweze Umahi, CON has 
ordered the indefinite sus-
pension of  the traditional 
ruler of  Ishinkwo commu-
nity Eze Josephat Ikegwu 
from office for his inability 
to stop the ongoing killings 

… Nigerians must reject Atiku - Actor, LP Spokesman Kenneth Okonkwo 

in his area”.
“Consequently, the Tra-

ditional Ruler of  Ishinkwo 
Autonomous Community 
is to return all Government 
property in his possession 
including his Official Vehi-
cle to the Secretary to the 
State Government/ Coor-
dinating Commissioner on 
or before close of  work on 
Monday, October 17, 2022” 
“Please note that both the 
suspension and return of  
Government property takes 
effect immediately.” 

The statement stated. 
Recall that Abaomege and 
Ishinkwo communities have 
been having protracted land 
disputes in their border are-
as which has claimed many 
lives and properties.
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Globacom, Int’l Breweries to sponsor Obi
of Onitsha’s 20th coronation celebration

News

Diesel laden tanker crushes woman, 
vehicles, shops in Umuahia
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From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
blue coloured tanker 
carrying 18,000 liters 
of  diesel has crashed 

into vehicles and shops at 
Warri street terminal, Umua-
hia, crushing the legs of  nurs-

ing mother from waist to toes 
and critically injuring her 
baby.

Also, 4 vehicles and 1tri-
cycle as well as 4 shops were 
destroyed by the rampaging 
tanker which was suspected 
to have suffered break failure 
at 3:50pm.

Warri Street is the most 
populated and busiest street 
in Umuahia as it hosts the fa-
mous Isi gate market, banks, 
offices, 3 different motor 
parks and other features.

The tanker, according to 
eye witnesses, was on top 
speed while ascending the 
upper part of  Warri street 
from Corporative bank axis 
of  the city when it suffered 
brake failure.

The witness , Glory Ibeak-
anma who described the ac-
cident as horrible, narrated 
that when the driver noticed 
that evil was around the cor-
ner, he attempted to maneu-
ver the petrol-carrying tanker 
to a safe place. “The driver 
managed to avoid to man-
age crashing into any of  the 
busy motor parks, market or 

pharmacy shops but at a time 
the driver totally lost control 
of  the situation as he crashed 
four vehicles and one Keke 
NAPEP before running over 
the legs of  a woman”, said 
Ibeakanma. She added that a 
little child of  the female vic-
tim also suffered serious head 
injury, adding that the little 
child was flung to road side 
by the impact of  the accident. 
Not done, the tanker contin-
ued its rampage, brushing 
away one shop  at Warri by 
Calabar road before crashing 
into 3 other shops at Warri  
street by Niger road which 
is a fence of  Central Police 
station B (CPS) barracks in 
Umuahia. A keke NAPEP 
rider, who saw the danger 
coming, jumped out from his 
speeding tricycle and the next 
seconds, the tanker smashed 
the Keke in between 2 vehi-
cles.

Traders at the Warri street 

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

T
he Nigerian Multina-
tional Telecommu-
nication Company, 

Globacom and International 
Breweries Plc are to spon-
sored Obi of  Onitsha, Igwe 
Nnaemeka Achebe,s 20th 
coronation ( (Iru-Ofala), cel-
ebration.

The celebration which will 
take place at Ime Obi Onit-
sha, Anambra State is slat-
ed between October 22 and 
23, 2022. Chief  Mike Areh, 
Chairman of  the Ofala Steer-
ing Commitee, who disclosed 
this on Thursday, at a press 
conference to mark the day, 
said Igwe Achebe, will also 
be using the occasion of  the 
Ofala to commemorate with 
thanksgiving of  his 20th anni-
versary as the Traditional rul-

er of  Onitsha Kingdom. He 
said the monarch ascended 
the throne of  Eze Chima 20 
years ago on May 14, 2002, 
which coincidentally was his 
61st birthday.

According to Areh, the 
Ofala date back about 700 
years ago, at the time of  Eze 
Chima is the high point of  
the Onitsha ceremonial cy-
cle. “The Obi of  Onitsha is 
the celebrant of  this spectacle 
which is rooted in deep spirit-
uality. 

“The Ofala is an occasion 
for the monarch to fulfil cer-
tain obligations.” It is primar-
ily a celebration by the mon-
arch and his subjects of  the 
monarch’s annual emergence 
from seclusion, during which 
period the monarch has suc-
cessfully negotiated the for-
tunes of  the kingdom.  It is 
also a re-enactment of  the joy 

Members of the traditional stool of Onitsha and a cross section of the Globacom and International Breweries Plc 
who are to sponsor the 20th coronation (Iru-Ofala) celebration of the Obi of Onitsha, Igwe Nnaemeka Achebe 
in a parley in Onitsha on Thursday.

by Niger shops who escaped 
death by miracle, told News 
Echo that they ran away from 
their shops on seeing the 
monstrous tanker heading 
down the street. However, 
some valuable goods were 
damaged  in the destroyed 
shops at Nigeria Police Plaza 
which shares fence with resi-
dential buildings inside CPS 
barracks in Umuahia.

The tanker driver who 
managed to wriggle out of  
the vehicle, was injured in 
the head, arms and chest and 
while the woman who was 
crushed from waist region, 
according to eye witnesses, 
required only grace of  God 
to survive as she was taken 
to hospital half  mangled and 
unconscious.

Policemen and their fam-
ily members at Central Po-
lice station in Umuahia also 
escaped death as the tanker 
would have crushed into 

their homes if  not that it 
was slowed down by the big 
gutters and shops behind the 
shops.

News Echo observed that 
the tanker was dripping in 
diesel contents while men of  
the Abia State Fire Service 
mobilized to the scene in case 
of  any fire explosion.

Men of  the Nigerian Police 
were also seen at the scene 
trying to ensure that thieves 
did not loot people’s prop-
erty, even as men of  Federal 
Road Safety Commission 
(FRSC) controlled surging 
traffic of  crowd.

But men of  Abia State Fire 
Service thanked God that the 
tanker did not explode into 
flames when it crashed as it 
would have claimed lives and 
property.

Efforts to speak with the 
driver of  the ill fated tanker to 
understand what happened 
was not possible as he was 
not met on the scene.

Some traders at Isi gate 
who reacted to the ugly situa-
tion thanked God for sparing 
their lives but urged securi-
ty agencies to investigate if  
the driver of  the tanker was 
drunk or if  the vehicle actu-
ally suffered brake failure or 
not.

which the monarch shared 
with his subjects, at the dis-
covery that yam is non-toxic, 
and a valuable source of  food 
for the living. Chief  Areh 
while commending Globa-
com and International Brew-
eries Plc, the official sponsors 
of  the Ofala, noted that Glo-
bacom has been partnering 
with the Onitsha Traditional 
Council since 2011, adding 
that the relationship between 
these bodies and the Onitsha 
community has contributed 
in no small measure to the 
growth and development of  
the Ofala. He said many dig-
nitaries are expected to grace 
the event including; state gov-
ernors and candidates of  var-
ious political parties for the 
2023 general election.

Mr Michael Ehumadu, 
Globacom Regional Sales 
Manager, Enugu, who also 

spoke during the conference, 
said “We are greatly delighted 
to be part of  this year’s Ofala 
Festival celebration, especially 
after the Covid-19 pandemic 
prevented us from holding the 
festival in 2020 and 2021.”

According to him, since 
Globacom signed the Memo-
randum of  Understanding to 
be the major sponsor of  the 
prestigious event in 2011, it 
had always looked forward to 
partnering with the Palace and 
the Festival Planning Com-
mittee to ensure each year’s 
edition outstrips the previous 
years in grandeur and style.  
“This is not just because of  our 
commitment to preserving our 
rich cultural heritage, but it is 
also driven by our belief  in the 
huge potentials of  Ofala and 
other important festivals in 
boosting our tourism and trav-
el industry,” Ehumadu stated.

EndSARS: Civil Society urges Soludo
to implement Panel’s Report
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
nambra Civil Society 
Network (ACSON-
ET) a foremost plat-

form for Citizens and Non 
State Actors stakeholders has 
urged Anambra State Gov-
ernment under Gov. Charles 
Soludo to act upon the End-
Sars Judicial Panel of  inquiry 
report submitted in March, 
2022.

Prince Chris Azor, leader 
of  the group who was a mem-
ber of  the Panel, stated this as 
part of  his remarks during a 
recent training workshop 
on combating terrorism and 
money laundering.

Comrade Azor revealed 
that the Anambra State Ju-
dicial Panel that investigated 
police brutality following the 
EndSARS protest which was 
headed by Justice Veronica 
Umeh (rtd) submitted it’s 
report after over one year 
of  deliberations and recom-
mended N699.5million com-
pensation for 170 petition-
ers/families Of  dead victims 
of  police brutality. According 
to Comrade Azor, the panel 
submitted its report to the 
State Government on Tues-
day, 15th March, 2022 at the 
Government House, Awka. 

“The State Government 
in its effort to address secu-
rity challenges in the State 
should, as a first step act on 
the report to ameliorate the 
various injuries suffered by 
victims and their families. 
This should be fundamental 
towards achieving desired 
peace and security in the 
State and indeed the South-
east region” he said. Recall 
that as a result of  the na-
tionwide protests in October 
2020, the Federal Govern-
ment enjoined all States to 
constitute judicial panels of  
inquiry to address the five 
(5) point demand of  the pro-
testers, namely, immediate 
release of  all arrested protest-
ers, psychological evaluation 
and retraining of  all disband-
ed SARS officers prior to 
their redeployment, compen-
sation for all victims of  police 

brutality, investigation and 
prosecution of  errant police 
officers, and increased police 
salary.

Anambra State Govern-
ment accordingly constituted 
a Panel made up of  over 35 
major stakeholders cutting 
across sundry interests. The 
Panel received over 300 pe-
titions and made recommen-
dations in a report submitted 
to the State Government.

Highlights of  the recom-
mendations are N699.5mil-
lion for 170 petitioners, 
Victims with permanent de-
formities were to be paid be-
tween N1million and N3mil-
lion, depending on the extent 
of  their injuries, while those 
with minor injuries should 
receive between N400,000 
and N1million, All #End-
SARS policemen found cul-
pable to be prosecuted even 
as all officers and men of  the 
Nigeria Police Force would 
be going on annual psycho-
logical examination,

“Policemen, who refused 
to obey superior orders to be 
punished, while confiscated 
properties of  #EndSARS 
victims to be released.

Forensic examination of  
the Awkuzu and Nnewi 
#EndSARS offices, where 
extrajudicial killings took 
place, and the policemen in-
volved in the killings to be 
prosecuted was also recom-
mended by the Panel etc.

Secretary to the State Gov-
ernment, Prof  Solo Chuk-
wulobelu, who received the 
report on behalf  of  the State 
Government, in his response 
said, “We will study the re-
port and make necessary rec-
ommendations. Rest assured 
that the incoming govern-
ment will work with the out-
going government”

However, up till this mo-
ment no action has been 
taken on the report, rath-
er the new administration 
at inception constituted a 
Truth, Justice and Peace 
Commission with Prof  Chidi 
Odinkalu and Ambassador 
Bianca Odimegwu Ojukwu 
as Chairman and Secretary 
respectively.

... Policemen escape death in barracks
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News Analysis

t is not titles that honor men, Ibut men honor the titles.” 
N i c o l ò  M a c h i a v e l l i , 

Discourses on Livy (1531)
At the beginning of  August 

2022, President Muhammadu 
Buhari constituted a nine-
member National Honours 
Nominations Committee with a 
four-year tenure. It is chaired by 
Alhaji Sidi Muhammad Bage, 
the senior judge who resigned 
from Nigeria's Supreme Court 
in 2019 to become the Emir of  
Laf ia  in  Nasarawa State.  
Minister for Special Duties and 
Inter-Governmental Affairs, 
George Akume, inaugurated the 
committee on 16 September 
with the mandate “to screen and 
select eminent Nigerians and 
friends of  Nigeria, who have 
contributed to the development 
of  the country.”

In what would have been a 
record  o f  unprecedented 
efficiency in the annals of  such 
committees, a list emerged a 
mere fortnight later of  recipients 
of  national honours. Among the 
recipients, it listed the Emir of  
Laf ia ,  h imsel f  the  newly 
inaugurated  chai r  o f  the 
National Honours Committee, 
for one of  the highest honours – 
Commander of  the Federal 
Republic (CFR).

After initially repudiating 
that list, the government's 
“authentic” list, when it finally 
came out, did not much differ 
f rom the repudiated one. 
However, it appears that the 
government had approved a 
national honours list at least six 
months earlier in April 2022 
which suffered some last minute 
tinkering in October.

Indeed, over seven and a half  
y e a r s  i n t o  h i s  t e n u r e , 
M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i  a s 
p r e s i d e n t  h a d  o n ly  eve r 
conferred national honours 
once on three Nigerians, two of  
whom were dead. That was on 
1 2  J u n e,  2 0 1 8  w h e n  h e 
honoured Moshood Abiola, the 
late winner of  the presidential 
election annulled in June 1993; 

Babagana Kingibe, his running 
mate; and Gani Fawehinmi, the 
remarkable lawyer who made a 
vocation of  lawyering in the 
public interest.  No committee 
took part in that decision.

Prior to the inauguration of  
the Sidi Bage-led National 
Honours Committee, there had 
in fact been no committee in 
existence. So, how were these 
decisions made? To answer this, 
it is necessary to address four 
questions.

The first is the legal bases for 
national honours in Nigeria. 
Part 1(B)(6)(iii) of  the third 
s c h e d u l e  t o  t h e  1 9 9 9 
Constitution empowers the 
National Council of  State to 
“advise the President in the 
exercise of  his powers with 
respect to the award of  national 
honours.”  In  force  s ince 
October 1963, the National 
Honours Act confers discretion 
on the President to “by warrant, 
make provision for the award of  
titles of  honour, decorations 
and dignities.” As a matter of  
law, the president's discretion on 
the award of  national honours 
appears unlimited. He does not 
even need any committee to 
help him do it.

This leads to a second 

question relating to who should 
be eligible for the national 
honours. This is also arguably a 
matter of  law. In the 2022 list, 
presidential intimates and 
serving public officers are the 
l e a d i n g  c a t e g o r y  a m o n g 
recipients. However, the Code 
of  Conduct provisions in the 5th 
S c h e d u l e  o f  t h e  1 9 9 9 
Constitution prohibit a serving 
public officer from accepting 
“benefits of  any kind ….for 
anything done or omitted to be 
done by him in the discharge of  
his duties.” Does conferring 
national honours on serving 
public officers violate this 
constitutional prohibition? 
President Buhari clearly thinks 
not.

So, thirdly, what then are the 
governing criteria? The answer 
in one word is nothing. Among 
the things that the president 
should  speci fy  under  the 
National Honours Warrant, the 
N a t i o n a l  H o n o u r s  A c t 
mandates him to provide “for 
the deprivation of  an honour in 
a  case  where  a  rec ip ient 
conducts himself  in a manner 
which the President considers to 
be  incons i s t en t  w i th  the 
honour.” This implies that the 
National Honours system must 
strive to be credible. It should 
not, to reprise John Steinbeck, 
be lavished on “the embezzler, 
the tramp, the cheat.”

B u t  s e v e r a l  p r e v i o u s 
recipients of  Nigeria's national 
honours,  such as bankers 
Richard Akingbola and Cecilia 
Ibru, and former Inspector-
G e n e r a l  o f  Po l i c e,  Ta f a 
Balogun, have kept the awards 

despite being the subjects of  
judicial verdicts for criminal 
malfeasance.  To date,  no 
president has made rules for 
lifting the national honour from 
t h o s e  w h o  b r i n g  i t  i n t o 
d i s r e p u t e .  L i k e  H o t e l 
California, Nigeria's national 
h o n o u r s  s y s t e m  s e e m s 
“programmed to receive…. But 
you can never leave.”

This is why the issue of  
criteria on the basis of  which 
people  can get  honoured 
matters. The assumption is that 
certain categories are reserved 
for people who have held certain 
positions. So, Heads of  State, for 
instance, enjoy a monopoly of  
the very highest honour, Grand 
Commander of  the Order of  the 
Federal Republic (GCFR). In 
1981, President Shehu Shagari 
made an exception to this and 
granted that honour to Chief  
Obafemi Awolowo, leader of  
the Opposition Unity Party of  
Nigeria (UPN), affirming that 
high office does not itself  alone 
confer honour or merit. His 
successors  have fa i led to 
appreciate that point.

This leads naturally to a 
fourth question as to whether 
there is a process to ensure that 
the honours system is not 
brought into disrepute by being 
populated with too many 
undeserving people or by simply 
being transactionalised. When 
h e  c h a i r e d  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
H o n o u r s  N o m i n a t i o n s 
Committee at the turn of  the 
millennium, Alhaji Liman 
Ciroma proposed a set of  
re forms to  make i t  more 
credible. Among other things, 
he recommended a cap on the 
maximum number of  recipients 
of  the national honour in any 
year to not more than one 
hundred persons; a gender 
diversity ratio reviewable every 
three years to ensure equal 
recognition of  both men and 
women; a limit on the number 
of  nominations proposed by the 
Presidency to not more than 
25% o f  the  maximum;  a 
prohibition on honours for 
serving public officers; and a 
requirement for the publication 
of  nominations for objections or 
comments at least 90 days 
before decision.

President Obasanjo did not 
f i n d  t h e s e  d e s e r v i n g  o f  
implementation. Over two 
d e c a d e s  l a t e r,  t h e r e f o r e, 
President Buhari's national 
honours list in 2022 reads like a 
friends and family affair. The 
r e c i p i e n t s  i n c l u d e  h i s 
spokesperson, his two closest 
nephews,  and the c losest 
members of  his backroom. 
Surely, even a president is 
entitled to his favorites but being 

a presidential intimate does not 
require nor does it import 
honour.

Even if  there were any 
criteria – there are none – they 
are not consistently applied. 
Among the recipients of  the 
honours this time are Nigerians 
serving in leadership positions 
in various multilateral agencies 
including the Director-General 
o f  t h e  W o r l d  T r a d e 
Organisation (WTO), and the 
Deputy Secretary-General of  
the United Nations. Chile Eboe-
Osuji, the Nigerian who led the 
International Criminal Court 
(ICC) in The Hague as its 
president for three years until 
2021 is missing.

So,  Niger ia ' s  Nat ional 
Honours system is not exactly 
national and does not seem to 
much confer honour. Chinua 
Achebe rejected it in the past. 
On this occasion in 2022, 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
appears to have done so too; and 
the family of  a late Chief  of  
Army Staff  is reported to have 
boycotted it altogether. Buhari 
only managed to pin it on Gani 
Fawehinmi long after he had 
died.

In response to the question 
“what is the worth of  a national 
honour in Nigeria?”, columnist, 
Reuben Abati guffaws that “it is 
a nice chieftaincy title which 
c o m e s  w i t h  a  m e d a l ,  a 
certificate and a pin on your 
chest, to which anyone who has 
ever  ser ved Niger ia  fee ls 
entitled. It doesn't matter if  you 
were a houseboy in the corridors 
of  power, the thrill of  the 
recognition is in itself  the 
thing.”

Current Majority Whip of  
Nigeria's Senate, Orji Uzor 
Kalu, has for a long time 
appended the suffix, “MON” 
after his name. Most people 
assumed that it denoted that he 
was a recipient of  the National 
Honour of  “Member of  the 
Order of  the Niger.” It turns out, 
however, that he had never in 
fact been granted any such 
honour. According to Kalu, “his 
version of  M.O.N. meant 'Madu 
Oha Nile', that is the Igbo 
interpretation of  'a man of  the 
people.'” Under section 2(c) of  
the National Honours Act, this 
is an offence punishable with up 
to six months in prison. Instead, 
Orji Uzor Kalu is responsible 
for party discipline in Nigeria's 
Senate. That says all there is to 
say really about Nigeria's 
national honours system.

A lawyer and a teacher, 
Odinkalu can be reached at 
chidi.odinkalu@tufts.edu

Concerning Buhari's National Honours
2022
By Chidi Anselm Odinkalu



News

Umahi to appoint over 1000 Liaison officers, 
promises empowerment to Ebonyians outside state
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

G
overnor David 
Umahi of  Ebonyi 
state has announced 

plans to appoint 1300 liason 
officers across the 13 Local 
government areas of  the 
State.  An equal number 
will also be engaged at the 
state level.

This he said would in-
troduce fresh blood in the 
affairs of  the State, and act 
as catalyst for further rural 
integration in governance.

The Governor made the 
announcement Sunday 
while speaking in an inter-
denominational Church 
service held at the Govern-
ment House Chapel, Ab-
akaliki.

He maintained that his 
administration will not re-
lent in repositioning the 
youths for leadership in the 
State through various kinds 
of  empowerment, employ-
ment and mentorship.

He further hinted that the 

state government would be 
reaching out to Ebonyians 
in Lagos, Aba, Anambra, 
Owerri and Abuja in anoth-
er phase of  its ongoing em-
powerment programmes. 

“We will be doing em-
powerment for our brothers 
and sisters in Lagos, Anam-
bra, Aba and Abuja in our 
next phase.” 

The Governor who an-
nounced that the take over 
process of  the David Uma-
hi University of  Health 
Sciences Uburu, would be 
completed in January 2023, 
charged admission seekers 
to take advantage of  the on-
going admission processes 
to enroll in the Institution.

 “Admissions is going on 
in David Umahi Federal 
University of  Health Scienc-
es.”Let me say that there is a 
lot of  miracles in that Uni-
versity and the School fees 
have been reduced.”

 On the ongoing construc-
tion of  the Ebonyi Interna-
tional Airport, Governor 
Umahi announced that the 
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Govs Seyi Makinde (Oyo), Okezie Ikpeazu (Abia), Nyesom Wike (Rivers) and Samuel Ortom (Benue) set for   
Spain trip as internal battle over PDP leadership rages.

facility would be ready for 
flight operations in January, 
2023. He expressed satisfac-
tion with the level of  imme-
diate and projected employ-
ment opportunities offered 
by the University and the 
airport to Ebonyi State in 
particular and Nigeria in 
general.

“At the last count, we have 
employed over 1000 people 
in the university.  “We will 

pay their salaries till the end 
of  December.” From Janu-
ary everything there will be 
Federal.”

“Now on the Airport 
employment, people are 
submitting applications but 
we will consider Ebonyians 
first. That employment is 
ongoing.” 

On the forthcoming gen-
eral elections, Governor 
Umahi expressed optimism 

that the APC would win all 
its elections in Ebonyi State. 
He urged the Governorship 
Candidate of  the Party, 
Right Honourable Francis 
Nwifuru, to remain focused 
as God would grant him 
victory. 

He also admonished him 
to activate prayers across 
the 13 local government are-
as of  the State, maintaining 
that those for the party are 

greater in number than its 
opposers. 

The Governor while an-
nouncing his determination 
to pay up all outstanding 
gratuities and pensions of  
retirees before the end of  his 
administration maintained 
that he would be making 
approvals for promotion 
and conversion of  Local 
Government Staff  soon.

Mobile integrated healthcare services: KNCV, 
USAID activates Wellness On Keke
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka 

T
he Koninklijke Ned-
erlandse Centrale Ve-
reniging (KNCV) Tu-

berculosis (TB) Foundation 
Nigeria, with support from 
United States Agency for 
International Development 

(USAID) and collaboration 
of  the Anambra State Min-
istry of  Health (SMOH) has 
activated the Wellness On 
Keke (WOK) project. 

The WOK program 
which was flagged off  at 
the Eke-Awka Market Hall 
which is a mobile intergrated 
healthcare services delivery 

for COVID- 19 vaccination, 
Blood Pressure (BP) and 
Blood sugar measurements. 
Also, for TB screening and 
testing services with Portable 
Digital Xray and TB LAMP.  

The Honourable Commis-
sioner, Ministry of  Health, 
Dr Afam Obidike while flag-
ging off  the event expressed 
gratitude that the concept 
includes screening of  other 
chronic diseases apart from 
TB.  

``I am glad that screening 
for Diabetes, Hypertension 
and even COVID-19 vacci-
nation are all integrated into 
the  WOK project and that it 
is mainly for rural areas. 

``It is an aim of  the gov-
ernment for Ndi Anambra 
to have access to adequate 
healthcare and this project 
will give people easy access 
to know their numbers and 
receive their COVID-19 vac-
cination while screening for 
TB. 

`It is good that we work 
closely in the project, to en-
sure that people benefit from 
it extensively,” Dr Obidike 
said, while thanking KNCV 
for the concept and hoping 
that the WOK serves the 
people of  the state adequate-
ly. The Executive Director, 

KNCV Nigeria, Dr Bethrand 
Odume said KNCV remains 
grateful to the support re-
ceived from the State’s Health 
Sector since the start of  its TB 
long project in the state. 

According to him, KNCV 
TB Foundation was funded 
by USAID to support TB 
treatment and cure in 14 
states in Nigeria including 
Anambra State.

``Just recently KNCV re-
ceived another global grant 
from USAID to scale up 
COVID-19 vaccination 
across seven states in Nige-
ria of  which Anambra State 
is inclusive. ``In most of  our 
interventions, Anambra State 
has been prioritised because 
of  the relationship and result 
received since the start of  the 
global and TB long project. 

``Now, the package we 
have here is called Wellness 
On Keke (WOK). It is a local 
initiative concept by KNCV 
with funding from USAID 
to enable us deliver adequate 
healthcare to people in very 
hard to reach communities.  
``The beauty of  this project 
is that, it could be seen as a 
one-stop-shop for TB diagno-
sis, chronic disease screening 
and COVID-19 vaccination,” 
he said. 

Ohaji/Egbema flood disaster:
Onyiriuka visits victims,
donates relief materials
By Ikenna Orioha

T
he SDP candidate for 
Ohaji/ Egbema State 
Constituency in the 

2023 election, Hon. Onyir-
iuka Stanley, last week, vis-
ited Opuoma, Abacheke, 
Etekuru and other Egbema 
communities who were 
submerged by flood to sym-
pathize with the victims 
and the entire people of  the 
affected communities. Ony-
iriuka who felt bad of  the 
ugly development, donated 
some relief  materials to the 
victims who he told to bear 
their loses while hoping on 
God for providence. 

Regretting the unfortu-
nate situation, Onyiriuka 
passionately engaged Mr. 
Erickson Ijeoma, a former 
Youth Leader and Mr. 
Marshall Ndukwe who he 
appealed to continue to do 
their best in reassuring the 
Flood Victims to push on 
with their lives.

He therefore called on 
government, relevant agen-
cies, stakeholders, oil com-
panies, among others to 
urgently intervene and pro-
vide adequate aid, succour 
and measures to mitigate 
the suffering of  the affected 
communities.

“The Imo State Govern-
ment, NEMA including 
oil companies operating at 
Ohaji/Egbema should act 

very fast as to save the af-
fected communities from 
hunger and starvation be-
cause the Flood had dis-
placed them from their 
homes as well as devastated 
their farmlands”.

He said some of  the af-
fected persons including 
children are yet to be evac-
uated to a safer ground, 
hence he reminded gov-
ernment and NEMA of  
the need to fumigate the 
ravaged communities when 
the water dries.

NAPPS committed to sustaining 
MDGs on education - Chairman
By Ikenna Orioha

C
hairman, Imo State 
Chapter, National 
Association of  Pro-

prietors of  Private Schools 
(NAPPS), Chief  Theo C. 
Mbakwe, says the associa-
tion has shown commitment 
in the sustenance of  the 
Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) of  education 
since formation given to its 
collective efforts in world’s 
best practices. Mbakwe stat-
ed this in his address during 
the 2022 NAPPS Day Cel-
ebration held in Owerri on 
Wednesday.

He urged proprietors of  
private schools in the state to 
do the needful to maintain 
safe teaching and learning 

environments, remarking 
that despite all odds the as-
sociation has remained resil-
ient in sustaining the educa-
tion industry in Imo State.

“We urge you to make sure 
the learning environment is 
safe. Ensure you remain se-
curity conscious at all times. 
Since formation, NAPPS 
has shown remarkable com-
mitment in the sustainable 
MDGs of  education based 
on our collective efforts in 
world’s best practices”, the 
Chairman noted. 

Describing the event as 
worthwhile, Principal of  
Success Comprehensive Sec-
ondary School, Amaimo, 
Ikeduru LGA, Imo State, 
Nnajike Nkugbukansi, said 
“teaching is a good profes-

sion and I derive joy from 
teaching. I prepare myself  
and my students to who I 
relate cordially with hence 
the progress of  the school 
despite challenges. Govern-
ment should come in and re-
habilitate the road leading to 
our school to make teaching 
and learning appreciable.

Students should also study 
hard to become relevant to 
themselves and the society at 
large”.

 Just as Proprietor of  Save 
De Child Future School, 
Nekede Old, Owerri West, 
Engr. Samuel Uguegbu, said 
his school is moving well 
academically, saying soon 
the school would expand 
to secondary level, even as 
he called on government to 
stop putting private schools 
on pressure with heavy rev-
enue collection.
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Guest Writer

he case of  Mazi Nnamdi TK a nu ,  l e a d e r  o f  t h e 
Independent People of  

Biafra (IPOB), who was abducted 
in a manu militari fashion in 
Kenya, is a reflection of  a kettle 
accusing the steam and a criminal 
terrorist also pointing accusing 
fingers to another person as a 
terrorist. This is the very case with 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
(PMB)'s security policy. And true, 
t e r r o r i s m  i s  a  c r i m e 
internationally prohibited. But 
when is a criminal act considered 
terroristic? Is criminal terrorism 
different from political terrorism? 
Put differently, when political 
o b j e c t ive s  a r e  pu r sue d  by 
prohibited methods or when 
illegal political objectives are 
pursued by acceptable means, 
what should be the correct 
attitudinal disposition towards 
the objectives pursued and 
methods adopted? Recall the 
African-US perspectives under 
President Ronald Reagan on the 
issue of  African l iberation 
movements fighting apartheid in 
Southern Africa.

During the anti-apartheid 
struggle, the United States saw the 
African liberation movements as 
t e r r o r i s t s  a n d  wa n t e d  t h e 
international community to adopt 
collective sanctions against them. 
African leaders argued that they 
were  f reedom f ighters  and 
liberators and not terrorists, and 
t h e r e f o r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e 
liberation movements to further 
strengthen their efforts to fight 
apartheid tooth and nail. Before 
then, Nigeria had a foreign policy 
o f  ' N o  C o m p r o m i s e  w i t h 
Apartheid.' Nigeria also made 
apartheid an exception to the 
UN's rule of  non-intervention in 
the domestic affairs of  other 
sovereign States. In this regard, 
how do we explain the case of  the 
IPOB considering the foregoing: 
terrorist or liberation movement?

Internationally speaking, 
the word, 'terrorism,' originated 
f r o m  t h e  t i m e  o f  F r e n c h 

Revolution in 1789 and was 
mainly defined by the use of  
'cruelty.' Terrorism did not attract 
much global focus until the 
September 11, 2001 al-Qaeda 
terrorist attacks on the US Twin 
Towers in New York. Before then, 
the 1994 UNGA Resolution no. 
A/RES/49/60 on Measures to 
E l i m i n a t e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Terrorism, adopted at the 84th 
Plenary Meeting on 9 December, 
1994,  def ined ter rorism as 
' c r imina l  ac t s  in tended  or 
calculated to provoke a state of  
terror in the general public, a 
group of  persons or particular 
persons for political purposes … 
in any circumstance unjustifiable, 
whatever the considerations of  a 
p o l i t i c a l ,  p h i l o s o p h i c a l , 
ideological ,  racia l ,  e thnic, 
religious or any other nature that 
may be invoked to justify them.'

Similarly, UN Security 
Council Resolution Number 1566 
of  8 October 2004, described 
terrorism as 'criminal acts, 
including against  civi l ians, 
committed with the intent to 
cause death or serious bodily 
injury, or taking of  hostages, with 
the purpose to provoke a state of  
terror in the general public or in a 
group or persons or particular 
persons, intimidate a population 
or compel a government or an 
international organisation to do 
or to abstain from doing any act.' 
Thus, how does this apply in the 
context of  PMB and Nnamdi 
Kanu in Nigeria?

Terrorism: PMB versus 
Nnamdi Kanu

Terrorism is one main 
source of  misunderstanding in the 
relationship between PMB and 
Nnamdi Kanu, who is believed to 
be using armed force to prosecute 
the agitation for an independent 
state of  Biafra. In this regard, 
there are two crises of  legitimacy 
at the domestic level which breed 
insecurity and two other crises of  
legitimacy at the external level, all 
of  which must first be explicated 
and understood in discussing the 

arrest, trial, and discharge of  
Nnamdi Kanu. First, at the 
d o m e s t i c  l e ve l ,  t h e  1 9 9 9 
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  e v e n  a s 
continuously amended, divides 
more than uniting Nigerians for 
two reasons: the purport that it is a 
constitution of  the people, 
whereas it was militarily imposed.

Secondly, the constitution 
is believed to be an Islamic 
Constitution, which presents 
Nigeria as an Islamic State but 
which it is not. By reportedly 
mentioning Sharia 73 times; 
Islam, 28 times; Grand Khadi, 54 
times; and Muslim, 10 times, but 
b y  e r r o r  o f  o m i s s i o n  o r 
commission, not mentioning 
Christ, Church, Christian or 
Christianity in the same 1999 
constitution which provides for 
secularity, many people rightly or 
wrongly believe that Nigeria is an 
Is lamic countr y.  The same 
concern was raised when the 
Ibrahim Babangida military 
administration registered Nigeria 
as a member of  the Organisation 
of  Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in 
1986.

The OIC is comprised of  56 
countries having 'Islam as the 
state religion or where Muslims 
f o r m  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e 
population, and occasionally 
where  Musl ims are  only  a 
m i n o r i t y  b u t  s t i l l  p l ay  ' a 
significant role in the country.' Is 
Is lam the state rel igion of  
Nigeria? Are the Muslims the 
most populous in Nigeria going 
by religious criterion? As at today, 
Nigeria's ethnic population is, at 
best, very controversial, especially 
with the Islamic population put at 
50%.

The critical point here is 
that Section 38(1) of  the 1999 
Constitution provides for the 
rights to freedom of  thought, 
conscience and religion. Under 
the Sharia Law, the conversion by 
Muslims to other religions is 
proscribed even though it allows 
the conversion from other faiths to 
Islam. Leaving Islam to accept 
another faith is considered an 
apostasy which is treasonable and 
punishable by death in most 
interpretations of  Sharia. This is 
one major source of  agitations for 
self-determination and separate 
autonomy in Southern Nigeria.

At the external level, there 
is  the conf lict  between the 
principles of  self-determination, 
internally and externally defined, 
and sanctity of  inherited colonial 
frontiers, generally referred to as 
uti possidetis juris, which was first 
conceived and applied in 1810 by 
Latin American countries and 
which  the  Afr ican  leaders 
borrowed from and included in 
the 1963 OAU Charter. Uti 
possidetis juris simply means that 
newly independent countries shall 
continue to maintain their 
inherited colonial international 
boundaries in order to avoid 
unneces sa r y  pos t - co lon ia l 
territorial disputes. As regards 
external self-determination, it is 
about the right of  people to accede 
to national sovereignty, and be 

decolonised.  Inter nal  se l f -
determination is about the right to 
secession from an exist ing 
sovereign State.

Without any shadow of  
doubt, the United Nations does 
not encourage secession. It is, in 
fact, against it or against internal 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  M o s t 
successful secession efforts have 
been by use of  force. Negotiated 
secessions have been rare. What is 
common is the taking up of  arms 
to do battle in order to make 
political points. It is within this 
context that the agitation of  the 
Nnamdi Kanu-led IPOB for a 
Biafran Republic should be seen 
and understood.

In October 2015, Nnamdi 
Kanu was levied with an 11-count 
charge, ranging from allegations 
of  operating an illegal society, 
illegal possession of  fire arms, 
illegal importation of  goods to 
publication of  defamatory matter, 
terrorism and treasonable felony. 
He was ar ra igned on 23rd 
December, 2015. Reportedly, he 
was mistreated while in detention 
and fell sick and was granted bail 
on 25 April 2017 on medical 
grounds.

A n d  p e r h a p s  m o r e 
disturbingly, Nnamdi Kanu, 
though still under bail terms, had 
to flee the country in September 
2017 for safety following an 
unwarranted military invasion of  
his home in Afara-Ukwu in Abia 
State by the Federal Government, 
which capitalised on his escaping 
into safety to argue that he jumped 
bail and therefore issued a warrant 
of  arrest. As explained by the 
Senior Advocate, Ozekhome, the 
Lead Counsel to Nnamdi Kalu, 
'he was enjoying his bail without 
breaching the terms. However, he 
was in his ancestral home when 
agents  o f  the  re spondents 
(government) invaded his home in 
September 2017. He barely 
escaped alive by sheer providence 
and found himself  first in Israel 
and later in London. When the 
appellant (Kanu) travelled from 
London to Kenya, the agents of  
the respondent, on June 27 2021, 
forcefully abducted the appellant, 
tortured, and renditioned him 
back to the country (Nigeria) 
without following any extradition 
procedure.' This is the origin of  
the so-called 'extraordinary 
rendition,' considered by the 
appeal court.

The issue here is that the 
Federal Government is holding 
on to his escape and alleged 
jumping of  bail but without 
consideration of  what compelled 
him to seek immediate refuge 
following military invasion of  his 
home. Before his bail, he was 
detained for  more than 14 
months. Consequently, following 
his re-arrest in Kenya, Nnamdi 
Kanu was subjected to a fresh set 
of  charges: he was initially given a 
15-count charge but which the 
trial judge, Binta Nyako of  the 
Federal High Court, Abuja, 
dismissed eight of  them on 8 April 
2022. Not satisfied with this, 
Kanu 's  lawyers  sought  the 

intervention of  the Appeal Court. 
I n  h i s  p l e a  n u m b e r 
CA/ABJ/CR/625/2022, to the 
Appeal Cour t,  Kanu's  lead 
counsel argued that the charges 
were defective and incompetent 
a n d  t h e r e f o r e  s h o u l d  b e 
discharged and acquitted. And 
true enough, on April 8, 2022, the 
Court struck out eight out of  the 
15 amended charges, including 
terrorism, levied against Kanu.

At the appellate level on 
Thursday, 13 October 2022, the 
appeal court, led by Justice 
Jummai Hanatu Sankey, said the 
lower court 'lacks the jurisdiction 
to entertain the suit' and did not 
bother about the fact that Kanu 
was illegally brought back to 
Nigeria. In other words, David 
Kaswe, the government's counsel, 
did not deny Mike Ozekhome's 
submiss ion that  Kanu was 
'extraordinarily renditioned from 
Kenya.' In deciding, the court 
considered this 'manner in which 
the appellant was forcefully 
abducted and rendered into the 
c o u n t r y  s h o w s  a p p a l l i n g 
d i s regard  to  in te r na t iona l 
conventions and treaties on the 
part of  the respondent, including 
its local laws – the Terrorism 
Prevention Act.' Section 1 (a) (2) 
of  the Act gives to the Attorney 
General of  the Federation the 
responsibility for the 'effective 
implementation of  the Act to 
conform with international 
s t a n d a r d ,  t r e a t i e s  a n d 
convention.'

M o r e  i m p o r t a n t ,  t h e 
Appeal Court had it that 'the 
respondent was mandated by law 
to establish that it abided by the 
law in the extradition of  the 
appellant, yet, the respondent has 
no answer, rather it sought refuge 
t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e 
Administration of  Criminal 
Justice Act, 2015. In law, that is a 
costly failure and such failure is an 
admittance by the respondent.' 
The Court further noted that 
'where a party fails to controvert a 
deposition by an opponent, the 
issue not contested is deemed 
conceded.'

What the court therefore 
underscored that Nigeria, as a 
signatory to some international 
conventions, did not respect the 
modalities for extradition. The 
Government of  Nigeria did not 
comply with the internationally-
contracted obligations or has not 
complied with the spirit of  the 
sanctity of  agreements. This 
b r i n g s  u s  t o  t h e  i s s u e  o f  
extraordinar y rendi t ion of  
Nnamdi Kaduna as an expression 
of  state terrorism which has 
become a main characteristic of  
politico-security governance 
under PMB.

Extraordinary Rendition as 
State Terrorism

Without doubt, the PMB 
administration always prefers to 
flagrantly carry battles to the door 
steps of  perceived opponents, 
r ega rd le s s  o f  whe the r  the 
opponents are armed or unarmed. 
It has always been more of  
vindication than a true quest for 

...The case of PMB versus Nnamdi Kanu
Continued from Back page



Men of  the Ogun 
S ta t e  Po l i ce  
Command have 

arrested a 39-year-old man,  
M f o n  Je r e m i a h ,  f o r  
allegedly  impregnating his 
13-year -o ld  daughter  
(name withheld).

Jeremiah, a resident of  
FIRRO Estate off  Adesan, 
Mowe in the Obafemi-
Owode Local Government 
Area of  Ogun State, was 
arrested after his wife 
reported him to the police.

The Police Public 
Relations Officer in the 
state, Abimbola Oyeyemi, 
made the disclosure in a 
statement on Friday. 
Oyeyemi said the suspect 
was arrested following a 
report lodged at Mowe 
divisional headquarters by 
the mother of  the victim.

The PPRO said, “The 
mother of  the victim 
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  s h e  

 Kwara State High 

ACourt sitting in Ilorin 
on Friday sentenced a 

31-year-old student of  the 
Kwara State Polytechnic, 
Ilorin, Bashiru Azeez, to six 
months imprisonment over 
$9,891 fraud. 

Justice Adebayo Yusuf  
handed down the sentence 
while ruling on a fraud case 
instituted by the Ilorin Zonal 
Command of  the Economic 
a n d  F i n a n c i a l  C r i m e s 
Commission. 

Bashiru who is from Oyan 
i n  t h e  O d o - O t i n  L o c a l 
Government Area of  Osun 
State  is a student in the 
Marketing Department of  
Kwara State Polytechnic, 
Ilorin. 

The accused person was 
charged with one count offence 
of  defrauding a client of  $9,891 
by the anti-graft agency. He 

he Nasarawa State TPolice Command says 
it has arrested one Alice 

M u l a k  f o r  s t a b b i n g  h e r 
boyfriend to death in the Karu 
Local Government Area of  the 
state.

The disclosure was made in 
a statement to City Round in 
Lafia on Friday by the state 
police spokesperson, DSP 
Ramhan Nansel.

The statement indicated, 
“Police operatives attached to 
Mararaba 'A' Division in 
Nasarawa State led by CSP 
Musa Babayola have arrested 
o n e  A l i c e  M u l a k  ' F '  o f  
Ungwan Gwari, Karu LGA for 
stabbing her boyfriend to death 
with a knife.

Police, Lanre Bankole, has 
directed that the suspect be 
transferred to the anti-
human trafficking and 

a l l - n i g h t  b a r s  h a v e 
apartments attached to it 
where men of  different 
demographics meet ladies for 
sexual pleasures.

More worrisome are 
places in Kubwa, Dutse 
Alhaji, Gwarimpa, Wuse 
Zone 4, Garki II, Mpape, and 
Utako.

In Kubwa, aside the 
already exist ing hotels, 
trending in that part of  Abuja 
is the conversion of  houses 
m e a n t  f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l 
purposes to hotels. There are 
few streets in Kubwa without 
two or more hotels.

Similarly, the presence of  
beer palours, lounges have 
g reat ly  encouraged the 
business of  commercial sex.

A resident of  Kubwa, 
Bwari Area Council, Mr Alex 
A k o r ,  w h o  s p o k e  o n 
Saturday, tagged several 
places as a no-go-area, 
stressing that the prostitutes, 
sometimes, force themselves 
on passersby.

He said, “Decent men 
don't go to some areas in this 
Kubwa especially at night 
because of  those Olosho 
g i r l s.  I t  doesn ' t  mat ter 
whether you have their time, 
they are ready to drag you 
into their net.

“It is so embarrassing 
when you see some of  these 
girls along the road asking 
you to come over while 
talking all those rubbish talks.

“The worst is when you 
go to Sokale Roundabout in 
Dutse at night. You will 
regret what took you there. 
Just last month, I was there 
trying to look for someone 
that can fix my car and all of  a 
sudden,  somebody jus t 
beckoned on me.

“When I saw how she 
was dressed, I just told myself  
'this one na Olosho', so I 

d i s c ove r e d  t h a t  h e r  
daughter was pregnant, 
and when she inquired 
from the daughter, she was 
informed that it was her 
father who slept with her. 
The victim was taken to the 
hospital where it was 
confirmed that she is four 
months pregnant. Upon 
the report, the DPO Mowe 
d iv i s i o n ,  S P  Fo l a k e  
Afeniforo, quickly detailed 
detectives to the suspect's 
house where he was 
promptly arrested. On 
interrogation, the suspect 
c o n f e s s e d  b e i n g  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h i s  
daughter's pregnancy, but 
claimed to be under a spell 
when he did it.

“He informed the 
p o l i c e  t h a t  h e  w a s  
dreaming having sex with 
his wife who had separated 
from him for some time 
now only to discover that it 

pleaded guilty to the charge. 
Following his plea, counsel to 
t h e  E F C C ,  S e s a n  O l a , 
reviewed the facts of  the case 
through a witness who is an 
operative of  the commission.

The witness tendered the 
extra-judicial statements of  the 
defendant, HP laptop, one RX 
330 Lexus car and one phone 
in evidence of  the crime 
a g a i n s t  t h e  d e f e n d a n t , 
following which the counsel 
urged the court to convict the 
defendant as charged. 

Just ice  Yusuf ,  in  his 
judgment,  sentenced the 
defendant to s ix months 
imprisonment with N200,000  
as option of  fine. 

The judge also ordered the 
forfeiture of  the convict's car, 
one iPhone XR, and HP laptop 
to the Federal Government.

 “Preliminary investigation 
revealed that the incident 
happened behind City Rock 
Hotel, Mararaba at about 
0330hrs when the deceased 
and his girlfriend engaged 
themselves in fisticuffs as a 
result of  a misunderstanding. 
The suspect was arrested and 
the knife used in perpetrating 
the offence was consequently 
r e c ove r e d  b a s e d  o n  t h e 
d i r e c t i v e s  o f  t h e 
Commissioner of  Police, 
Adesina Soyemi.”

Nansel added that the 
suspect had been transferred to 
t h e  S t a t e  C r i m i n a l 
Investigation and Intelligence 
Department, Lafia, for further 
investigation and subsequent 
prosecution.

child labour unit of  the 
s t a t e  C r i m i n a l  
I n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  
Intelligence Department 

shouted at her to leave me 
alone. That was how she 
started fighting me and told 
everybody that I slept with 
her and refused to pay, you 
can imagine that”.

Pastor Elijah Michael of  
the Christian Evangelical 
Ministry, Abuja, who spoke 
on  the  mat t e r,  b lamed 
p o v e r t y  a n d  l a c k  o f  
employment opportunity for 
the trend.

According to the man of  
G o d ,  t h e  N i g e r i a n 
government has neglected its 
citizens, stressing that people 
now do “unimaginable 
things just to survive”.

He said, “I have had 
several encounters with 
many of  these ladies you 
called prostitute. Whenever 
w e  m e e t  t h e m  d u r i n g 
evangelism, I am always 
moved to tears. You will not 
understand why people do 
what they do until they open 
up to you.

“Some of  those girls are 
good but their financial and 
other conditions forced them 
into the act. Some of  them 
had told us several times that 
it is through the commercial 
sex business that they take 
care of  their families.

“Our ministry has been 
helping some of  them in the 
way we can. You go to some 
places even in broad daylight 
and you will see them almost 
devouring you. May God 
give us a good leader that 
wou ld  c r ea t e  j obs  and 
alleviate sufferings”.

Also, a psychologist and 
PhD student in the Benue 
State University Makurdi, 
Mr Arumona Anthony who 
s p o k e  w i t h  o u r 
correspondent in Abuja 
yesterday, expressed worry 
o v e r  t h e  i m p a c t s  t h e 
prostitutes create in the 

was her daughter that he 
was sleeping with.”

Oyeyemi however said 
the Commissioner of  

e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e RFe d e r a l  C a p i t a l 
Terr i tor y,  Abuja, 

have expressed concern over 
the public nuisance being 
caused by commercial sex 
workers, popularly called 
'Olosho' who are in every part 
of  the city.

Recall that some officials 
o f  the  Federa l  Capi ta l 
Territory Administration 
(FCTA) in May 2019 raided a 
p o p u l a r  n i g h t c l u b  a n d 
arrested several female nude 
dancers.

It has been observed that 
over the years, the level of  
commercial sex work in 
Abuja has continued to 
skyrocket despite the law 
prohibiting such activities.

Residents, who lamented 
the ugly trend, said most of  
the ladies involved in the 
commercial sex activities are 
underage girls who were 
trafficked into the territory 
from different States.

R e p o r t s  s h o w  t h a t 
underage prostitution and the 
operation or ownership of  
brothels are penalized under 
sections 223, 224, and 225 of  
the Nigerian Criminal Code.

T h i s  m a y  n o t  b e 
unconnected to the reason 
why officials of  the FCTA on 
S e p t e m b e r  1 7 ,  2 0 2 0 
d e m o l i s h e d  a  p o p u l a r 
brothel, Chris Garden and 
Guest Inn, at Dakibiu, Jabi, a 
suburb of  the territory.

Chris  Garden was a 
drinking shop, and also 
arguably one of  the biggest – 
and perhaps oldest – sex 
centres in Abuja, a place 
where men and women 
converge to exchange sex and 
money.

There are still  many 
brothels operating across the 
territory disguised as mere 
drinking joints. Most of  the 

for further investigation 
and possible prosecution.

society, especially among 
children.

He said, “Like it or not, 
the prostitutes are with us 
both in the market, and other 
social gatherings, their mode 
of  dressing, the way they talk 
can affect  our chi ldren 
negatively and that is why the 
trend may not end anytime 
soon.

“Now, there is what we 
call non-declarative memory 
which is also called implicit 
memory, it unconsciously 
builds up in people.

“Our innocent children 
are exposed to these people 
even while in their parent's 
car at night and I can tell you 
t h a t  m a n y  o f  t h e m 
unconsciously copy the 
lifestyle and they live it when 
they are far  f rom their 
parents”.

One of  the sex workers 
who identified herself  simply 
a s  H e l e n ,  t o l d  o u r 
correspondent that she was 
lured into the business by a 
friend since 2018.

“One of  my f r iends 
brought me to Abuja in 2018 
and I have been doing this 
since then. I left Akwa Ibom 
with her after she promised 
me she would introduce me 
to one business that will make 
me rich. I came here only to 
discover that this is what they 
do.

“I had no choice but to 
join them. Sometimes I make 
even 20k a day but some days 
are dry. Sometimes we fall 
back to our savings to keep 
life going”, she said.

Efforts by reporters to 
reach the FCTA on the 
matter proved abortive as 
Tony Ogunyemi, Chief  Press 
S e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  F C T 
m i n i s t e r ,  M a l a m 
Mohammad Bello could not 
take his call and was unable 
to respond to a text message 
forwarded to him.
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Father, 39, arrested for impregnating 13-year-old daughter 

Residents worried over increasing commercial
sex workers' nuisance in Abuja

Kwara poly student
jailed over $9,891 fraud 

Lady stab boyfriend to
death 



o m e  M i n i s t r i e s , 

SDepartments and 
A g e n c i e s  h a v e 

earmarked over N204.12 
million as bank charges in 
the 2023 appropriation bill. 

This is coming at a 
time when many Nigerians 
have expressed worries 
over plans by the Federal 
Government to finance the 
2023 budget deficit of  
N 1 0 . 7 8  t r i l l i o n  b y 
borrowing, selling the 
national assets and via 
project-specific loans. 

C o n s e q u e n t l y , 
f inancial  exper ts who 
spoke on the budget for 
bank charges called for 
f inancial audits to be 
carried out on the affected 
MDAs. 

Findings by revealed 
that the Ministry of  Police 
F o r m a t i o n s  a n d 
Commands plans to spend 

he Chief  Executive TO f f i c e r  o f  t h e 
Nigerian Economic 

Summit, Mr Laoye Jaiyeola, 
says there is still much to be 
done for Nigeria to achieve 
r e g i o n a l  a n d  g l o b a l 
competitiveness. 

Speaking  a t  a  press 
briefing in Abuja recently on 
N E S G ' s  ' G e n d e r  a n d 
Inclusion Summit' billed to 
take place on November 16, 
Jaiyeola said Nigeria lagged 
peers in critical Sustainable 
D e v e l o p m e n t  G o a l s ' 
priorities with a performance 
score of  46.4, noting that 
gender equality was a key 
accelerator for achieving the 
goals. 

He said the essence of  the 
summit  was to explore 

He said the high-level 
forum on the SDGs had 
partnered with the Policy 
Innovation Centre (PIC), 
which was an initiative of  
NESG, to ensure seamless 
delivery of  the summit. He 
noted that this would be the 
first national-level gender 
and inclusion summit. 

“The high-level forum on 
the SDGs is a programme 

Initiative, Ministry of  
Defence (Hqts), Defence 
Headquarters, Nigerian 
Airforce, Nigerian Defence 
College, Command and 
Staff  College, Jaji, Defence 
Missions and Nigerian 
Institute of  International 
Affairs are planning to 
spend N39,042 million on 
bank charges. 

Speaking with our 
c o r r e s p o n d e n t ,  t h e 
Managing Director and 
Chief  Executive Officer, 
S D & D  C a p i t a l 
Management Limited, Mr 
Idakolo Gbolade, said 
bank charges were padded 
to accrue commensurate 
returns to senior officers 
managing the accounts. 

According to him, 
“This is the reason for the 
over -b loated nat ional 
budget and budget deficit,” 
he said. 

Idakolo said that the 
practice could be curtailed 
by ensuring that MDAs 
accounts were designated 
as government accounts, 
which would not attract 

h e  F e d e r a l TG o v e r n m e n t  h a s 
proposed to spend 

N4.5tn on interest charges for 
domest ic  debt  by 2023, 
according to the proposed 
2023 budget. 

This is an increase of  
243.51 per cent from the 
N1.31tn proposed allocation 
fo r  in te re s t  charges  on 
domestic debt in 2016. 

While presenting the 
2023 appropriation bill to a 
joint session of  the National 
A s s e m b ly  r e c e n t ly,  t h e 
President, Major General 
Muhammadu Buhari (retd.), 
noted that despite the revenue 
challenges in the country, the 
country still consistently met 
its debt service obligation. 

“Despite our revenue 
c h a l l e n g e s ,  w e  h a v e 
consistently met our debt 
service commitments. Staff  
s a l a r i e s  a n d  s t a t u t o r y 
transfers have also been paid 
as and when due,” Buhari 
added.

However, speaking at the 
launch of  the World Bank's 
Nigeria Development Update 

over N41 million as bank 
changes for next year. This 
figure quadrupled the 
budget for bank charges of  
the entire Police Service 
Ministry.

The Federal Ministry 
of  Police Affairs budgeted 
about N874,896 for bank 
fee while over N3.5 million 
will be spent on bank fees 
by the Nigeria Police 
Academy, Wudil, Kano. 

S i m i l a r l y ,  o v e r 
N 8 5 . 5 1 2  m i l l i o n  i s 
proposed to be spent by the 
MDAs as well as foreign 
m i s s i o n s  u n d e r  t h e 
Ministry of  Foreign Affairs 
along with the Federal 
Ministry of  Information 
and Culture receiving 
N3.163 million out of  the 
figure as bank charges. 

In the same vein, the 
F e d e r a l  R a d i o 
C o r p o r a t i o n  w i l l  b e 
spending N5.71 million 

transformative ways of  
a c h i e v i n g  g e n d e r  a n d 
inclusion, while accelerating 
the actualisation of  the 
SDGs. 

Q u o t i n g  t h e  Wo r l d 
Economic Forum 2021, 
Jaiyeola said Africa's most 
populous nation ranked 139 
out of  149 countries on the 
global gender index, which 
pointed to the need for joint 
efforts towards reducing 
gender-inequality-related 
losses.

“ W o m e n  a r e 
disproportionately affected 
by unequal treatment on the 
basis of  gender. Men are, 
however, not left. A recent 
analysis  by the United 
Nations reported that by 
2030, for every 100 men 
living in poverty, there will be 

currently run by the NESG 
with support from Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation, 
towards actualization of  the 
SDGs by 2030, including the 
a t t a i n m e n t  o f  G e n d e r 
Equality.” 

Deputy Director, PIC, Dr 
Osasuyi Dirisu, said the 
summit was not just about 
women but was meant to 
connect the dots among men. 

S h e  s a i d  w o m e n 

charges.
He noted that “We 

have seen in most instances 
that these charges are 
p a d d e d  t o  e n s u r e 
commensurate returns to 
senior officers in charge of  
running these accounts. 

“This  pract ice  of  
padding and many more 
unwholesome practices 
i n c r e a s e s  t h e  b u d ge t 
deficits. 

“These practices can 
be curtailed by ensuring 
MDA accounts in banks 
a r e  d e s i g n a t e d  a s 
government accounts that 
must not attract charges 
like maintenance fees and 
sundry charges due to the 
amount of  funds passing 
the accounts regularly. 

“These concessions 
are already in place by 
banks for organisation 
volumes with banks and I 
see no reason why it cannot 
be extended to government 
accounts in the banks,” he 
stated. 

O n  h i s  p a r t ,  a n 
e c o n o m i s t  a n d  t h e 
Chairman of  Chartered 
Institute of  Bankers of  

t i t led,  'The urgency for 
bus iness  unusual , '  he ld 
recently in Abuja, the Finance 
Minister, Zainab Ahmed, had 
admitted that Nigeria was 
struggling to service its debt. 

She said, “Already, we 
are struggling with being able 
to service debt because even 
though revenue is increasing, 
the expenditure has been 
increasing at a much higher 
rate, so it is a very difficult 
situation.” 

In a document by the 
Director General of  the Debt 
Management Office, Patience 
Oniha, recently obtained by 
our correspondent, the DMO 
stated that high debt levels 
would often lead to high debt 
s e r v i c e s  a n d  a f f e c t 
investments in infrastructure.

According to the DMO 
DG, “High debt levels lead to 
heavy debt service which 
reduces resources available 
f o r  i n v e s t m e n t  i n 
infrastructure and key sectors 
of  the economy.” 

D e s p i t e  t h i s ,  t h e 
government plans to borrow 
N8.80tn and spend N6.31tn 

w h i l e  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Commission for Museum 
a n d  M o nu m e n t s  h a s 
proposed N4.58 million for 
bank charges.

Also, the National 
Commission for Museum 
and Monuments plans to 
spend N4.58 million while 
the Federal Character 
Commission will spend 
N5.18 million for bank 
charges. 

The National Council 
of  Arts and Culture will 
spend N996,000 on bank 
charges. 

Also, the National 
Ident i ty  Management 
Commission has proposed 
N14.24 million for Bank 
c h a r g e s  i n  t h e  2 0 2 3 
appropriation bills. 

O t h e r s  s u c h  a s 
Economic and Financial 
Cr imes  Commis s ion , 
N i g e r i a  E x t r a c t i v e 
Industries Transparency 

121 women if  deliberate 
steps are not taken to counter 
the adverse impact of  the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” he 
said. 

“The World Bank reports 
t h a t  a b o u t  1 4 . 9 %  o f  
Nigerians live with disability, 
lack of  access to essential 
services, with attitudinal 
bar r iers  represent ing a 
significant impediment to 
t h e i r  s o c i o e c o n o m i c 
inclusion.” 

H e  c o m m e n d e d  t h e 
Nigerian government for 
making realist ic effor ts 
towards achieving inclusion, 
citing the National Gender 
Policy and the National 
Gender Action Plan as 
evidence of  the government's 
interest in achieving equality.

empowerment programmes 
had fared badly over the years 
due to lack of  engagement 
with men. 

“With deep reflections, a 
lot  of  programmes are 
b e g i n n i n g  t o  s e e  t h e 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  m e n ' s 
engagement,” she said, 
noting that there was a need 
fo r  mindse t  change  to 
achieve gender equality 
across board. 

Nigeria (CIBN), Abuja 
b r a n c h ,  P r o f .  U c h e 
Uwaleke, called for a 
special audit of  the MDAs' 
2022 transactions to justify 
the budget. 

According to him, “I 
think the starting point is to 
carry out a thorough audit 
of  their bank transactions 
i n  2 0 2 2  i n  o r d e r  t o 
determine the justification 
f o r  w h a t  t h e y  h a v e 
budgeted for in 2023. 

“ T h e  a m o u n t 
involved is huge despite the 
introduction of  TSA that 
requires al l  MDAs to 
consolidate all receipts 
with the CBN, which 
automatically eliminates 
some charges.

“The special audit, by 
private audit firms — not 
the Office of  Auditor 
G e n e r a l —  b e c o m e s 
imperative against the 
backdrop of  the fact that 
some banks are notorious 
for subjecting the accounts 
of  MDAs to excess charges 
sometimes in collusion 
with corrupt government 
officials,” he stated. 

on debt service in 2023. 
In its latest Africa's Pulse 

report, the World Bank said 
that public debt in Nigeria was 
concerning due to the rising 
debt service-to-revenue ratio. 

According to the bank, 
the debt service to revenue 
ratio could stand at 102.3 per 
cent by the end of  2022. 

The President of  the 
World Bank Group, David 
Malpass, recently said that the 
bank would work with the 
International Monetary Fund 
to assess  Nigeria 's  debt 
sustainability. 

He said, “We will work 
w i t h  t h e  I M F  o n  a n 
as ses sment  o f  the  deb t 
sustainability of  Nigeria but it 
will be up to Nigeria itself  to 
interact with the various 
creditors, which include bond 
holders, official creditors, that 
are engaged in Nigeria.” 

Ear l ier,  Ahmed had 
disclosed that the Nigerian 
government was in talks with 
the IMF and the World Bank 
to restructure the country's 
debts.
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Experts call for audit of MDAs' budget 

Domestic debt charges rise by 244% 

Nigeria must focus on attaining
competitiveness –NESG 
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Barcelona last year to join 
PSG on a free transfer after 
his contract expired with 
the Catalan club.

The Argentine captain 
has been arguably PSG's 
most important player this 
season, scoring eight goals 
and providing eight assists 
i n  1 3  g a m e s  a c r o s s 
competitions so far.

The seven-time Ballon 
d'Or winner is in the final 
year of  his contract at PSG, 
with the option of  being 
extended by another 12 

people have so far applied 
for the card, that acts as a 
v i s a ,  m a t c h  t i c k e t , 
transport ticket and gives 
access to some fan zones. 

All travellers to Qatar 
will need the pass to enter 
from November 1, whether 
they intend to watch a 
game or not. 

Q a t a r  h a s  s a i d  i t 
expects more than one 

minutes almost. They had 
their moments but especially in 
the box we did extremely well.

“This was obviously big 
for us today. We showed up 
today and that is all we wanted 
to do.

“City didn't have these 
counter attack situations, we 
had them three times. The 
situation around the goal is just 
sensational awareness from 
Alisson and outstanding from 
Mo. He might miss one but he 
will not miss two in a similar 
situation.

“Goals decide the game 
but there were so many good 
football moments against what 
I would say is the best football 
team isn't the world.”

handle 150,000 entries a 
day, officials said. 

Those crossing by land 
from Saudi Arabia must 
take a bus to Doha, or pay a 
$1,375 fee to drive their 
own car.

Officials say border 
officials at the Abu Samra 
land crossing, will be able 
to process 4,000 people an 
hour.

initially awarded for 
an earlier offside on 
Ronaldo.

But the former 
Rea l  Madr id  and 
Juventus superstar 
a n d  h i s  U n i t e d 
teammates argued 
that the free-kick had 
already been taken.

Replays show the 
ball was kicked to 
Pope by Fabian Schar 
b e f o r e  R o n a l d o 
pinched it and put it in 
the net.

And Gray thinks 
Newcastle got away 
with one, saying on 
talkSPORT: “That 

ball is in play. Ronaldo's 
sharp, he's bright, he makes 
a move as soon as Nick 
Pope's in contact with this 
ball.

“It's a very difficult one 
b e c a u s e  t h e y  [ t h e 
Newcastle players] will all 
say they've not taken the 
free-kick.”

Manchester United 
have now drawn one, lost 
three and won six of  their 
first ten Premier League 
matches this season.

Erik ten Hag's men's 
biggest defeat this season 
had come from Manchester 
City -6:3, and Brentford, 
4:0 and the Red Devils 
m a i n t a i n e d  t h e i r  5 t h 
position in the league table.

The 27-year-old has 
now scored four goals in 
nine league appearances for 
the Canaries this season.

E g y p t  f o r w a r d , 
Mostafa Mohamedm, was 
also on target with Ignatius 
G a n a g o  a n d  M o u s s a 
Sissoko getting the other 
goals.

Nantes will travel away 
to Nice for their next league 
game.

to the game for Madrid, as 
Barcelona struggled to catch 
on. 

Barcelona having had 57 
percent of  possession, with 
d o u b l e  M a d r i d ' s  s h o t 
attempts at 18 to 8, couldn't 
still turn the game around. 
Ferran Torres’ 83' goal was 
the only product of  their 
efforts.

Federico Valverde's goal, 
34'th, and Rodrygo's 90'th 
penalty, punished Barcelona 
even further. 

On Madrid's Clásico win, 
former striker, Los Blancos' 
said, “What stuck out to me 
w a s  t h e  t o g e t h e r n e s s 
between the team and the 
fans. We played as a compact 
unit when we didn't have the 
ball. 

“Barcelona's periods of  
possession are long, but we 
closed the spaces, worked 
hard for each other, and 
when we had the ball we hurt 
them on the break. It was a 
g r e a t  p e r f o r m a n c e  a l l 
round.”

months.
And If  Messi doesn't 

extend his contract with 
PSG, he could leave the 
French Ligue 1 champions 
as a free agent in 2023.

However, Messi has 
b e e n  l i n k e d  w i t h  a n 
e m o t i o n a l  r e t u r n  t o 
Barcelona despite PSG's 
willingness to offer him a 
new contrac t  and h i s 
t e a m m a t e  M b a p p e  i s 
reportedly keen to leave the 
club.

Amid this, Villa was 

a s k e d  b y  S p a n i s h 
newspaper AS to choose 
who he would rather have 
between both forwards at 
Barcelona right now.

T h e  4 0 - y e a r - o l d 
Spaniard replied: “Messi 
has been the best player in 
history. But for the present 
and future, Mbappé. He is 
much younger.

“ A l t h o u g h  f o r 
Barcelona, the return of  
Messi would be a great joy. 
I don't know, I don't know. 
… It's complicated.”

ormer Barcelona Ff o r w a r d ,  D av i d 
Villa, has admitted 

that he doesn't know who to 
choose  between Par is 
Saint-Germain superstars, 
Kylian Mbappe and Lionel 
M e s s i ,  s a y i n g  i t  i s 
complicated.

Villa was left  in a 
dilemma when asked to 
choose between signing 
Mbappe or for Messi to 
return to Barcelona.

Recall that Messi left 
h i s  b o y h o o d  c l u b 

a t a r  s a i d  o n QSunday, that more 
than 1.5 million 

people have applied for the 
compulsory pass for the 
football World Cup, which 
begins on November 20, 
2022. 

Head of  the Hayya 
pass service, Saad Al-
Suwaidi,  said that between 
1.5 million and 1.7 million 

iver pool  manager, LJurgen Klopp,  has 
hailed his players for 

defending at a high level for 99 
m i n u t e s  a s  t h e y  b e a t 
Manchester  Ci ty  1 -0  on 
Sunday.

Mohammed Salah scored 
the only goal of  the match in 
the second half.

Klopp, speaking to Sky 
Sports, spoke about how the 
Reds limited the Premier 
League champions  f rom 
playing their usual style.

He said: “Result, perfect. 
Performance, really, really 
good, in an incredibly intense 
game.

“ We  d e f e n d e d  a t  a n 
incredibly high level for 99 

million foreign visitors, as 
we l l  a s  h u n d r e d s  o f  
thousands of  domestic 
fans.

I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
supporters have to apply for 
the pass after buying tickets 
a n d  s e c u r i n g 
accommodation. 

D o h a ' s  t w o 
international airports are 
said to also be preparing to 

o r m e r  P r e m i e r FLeague star, Micky 
Gray, has slammed 

referee Graig Pawson for 
d i sa l lowing  Cr i s t iano 
R o n a l d o ' s  g o a l  i n 
Manchester United's 0-0 
draw with Newcastle on 
Sunday.

T h e  P o r t u g a l 
international was booked 
a f t e r  h a v i n g  a  g o a l 
disallowed in a bizarre 
moment during the game.

Ronaldo rolled the ball 
into the net with his left foot 
after taking it off  Magpies 
goalkeeper Nick Pope in 
the middle of  the pitch.

But Pawson blew his 
whistle to bring back play 
and let Newcastle take the 
free-kick that they were 

uper Eagles winger, 

SMoses Simon, was on 
the scoresheet  as 

Nantes rallied back from a 
goal down to beat Brest 4-1 
in their Ligue 1 clash on 
Sunday.

Brest took the lead in 
the 18th minute through 
Noah Fadiga following a 
pass from Mathias Lage.

S i m o n  l e d  t h e 
comeback netting from the 
spot on 35 minutes.

eal  Madrid have Rtaken a massive three 
points from La Liga 

rivals Barcelona, as they won 
3-1 on Sunday in the El 
Clásico clash. 

The win extends Real 
Madrid's unbeaten streak as 
they move to the top spot 
with a three-point advantage 
over Barcelona, who have 
suffered their first league 
defeat this season. 

K a r i m  B e n z e m a ' s 
opening goal in the 11th 
minute was the perfect start 

Mbappe vs Messi: It's complicated – David Villa makes honest confession
about PSG superstars

Ligue 1: Simon on target as
Nantes beat Brest at home

1.5 million fans apply for W'Cup pass -Qatar 

Referee Pawson under fire for disallowing
Ronaldo's goal against Newcastle

El Clásico: Real Madrid
draw first blood at
Bernabeu

EPL: Liverpool beat
Man City at Anfield

Benzema

Mbappe Messi
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again. Against Bayern, I 
wasn't a starter and I hope 
to be against Real Madrid. 
Maybe he already decided, 
but usually we don't know 
until the day of  the game.

“I was calm. I decided 

Lookman linked up 
w i t h  L a  D e a  f r o m 
B u n d e s l i g a  c l u b,  R B 
Leipzig this summer.

The former Everton 
player has, however, settled 
down well  in his new 
environment scoring on a 
consistent basis for Gian 
Piero Gasperini's side.

The 24-year-old has 
scored a goal each in 

and midfielder Morice 
C h u k w u  f r o m  R ive r s 
United will also join up 
with the squad after their 
c l u b ' s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
engagements.

T h e  U - 2 3  E a g l e s 
started preparation for the 
game on Monday.

The team will fly to 
Tanzania on Wednesday 
for the first leg clash which 
will hold next weekend.

The reverse fixture is 
billed for the Lekan Salami 
Stadium, Adamasingba, 
Ibadan on October 29.

The U-23 AFCON 
w i l l  a l s o  s e r v e  a s  a 
qualifying series for the 
2024 Olympic Games to be 
hosted by Paris.

Speaking to the Daily 
Mail, Xhaka insisted that 
if  Arsenal can maintain 
their current run of  form, 
then the ongoing season 
could prove to be special 
for them.

Xhaka said: “It can be 
a special year. If  we keep 
going like we are working 
at the moment, we can get 
something big.”

He added, “What I 
hear from people outside, 
they are saying we are not 
ready to beat the top six. 
But we did it twice now. 
We lost at Manchester 
United, where we were the 
better team.”

arcelona midfielder, BFrankie de Jong has 
told manager Xavi 

Hernandez that he does not 
want to leave the club.

The midfielder is not 
comfor table with how 
many games he has started 
for the Catalan side this 
season, begging Xavi for 
more time.

Manchester United 
had hoped to sign the 
Dutch midfielder from 
Barcelona last summer but 
he insisted on staying at 
Camp Nou.

Reports late last week 
suggest that the former 
Ajax midfielder is no longer 
at peace at Barcelona and 

anchester United Mare joining the 
interes t  in  AC 

Milan attacker Rafael Leao.
T h e  M i r r o r  s a y s 

United boss Erik ten Hag is a 
big admirer of  the 23-year-
old and sent scouts to watch 
him face Chelsea in the 
Italian club's two recent 
Champions League ties. 
Chelsea and Manchester City 
have also been keeping tabs 
on Leao – and Milan value 
him at around £60million.

T h e  P o r t u g u e s e 
international has less than 18 
months left on his contract 
and is refusing to sign a new 
deal despite a five-year offer 

in May, that I wanted to 
stay.

“My opinion has never 
changed during all this 
period. I remained calm. 
But then you know that the 
p r e s s u r e  wo u l d  s t a r t 

Atalanta's last three Serie A 
games.

“I am very happy to be 
here, I feel very settled in 
the squad and the city. I am 
enjoying my football. Long 
may it continue,” he told 
Sport Italia.

Lookman also reflected 

outhampton boss, 

SRalph Hasenhuttl, 
h a s  s a i d  h e ' s 

unconcerned about sack 
rumours.

Saints are coming into 
Premier League meetings 
with West Ham United and 
AFC Bournemouth over 
the next week off  the back 
of  four consecutive defeats.

T h e  f o r m ,  a n d 
subsequent media reports 
about his handling of  the 
s q u a d ,  h a v e  m e a n t 
H a s e n h u t t l  h a s  b e e n 
s u b j e c t e d  t o  r e g u l a r 
questions about his job 
security.

However, he insisted: 
“Not really one minute I 
think about this. This is not 
the way I plan my week and 
as long as I am here I do my 
best for us to be successful.

“It costs me so much 
energy and I have no 
energy left for thinking 
about your question, but it 
is always nice when Friday 
is coming and you ask me 
this question because it is 

wants to make the Old 
Trafford move.

T h e  2 5 - y e a r - o l d 
thought he was going to be 
a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  
Barcelona's star-studded 
team under Xavi.

He made over 30 starts 
in La Liga last season, but 
th ings  have  not  gone 
according to plan for him so 
far this campaign as he has 
only made three starts.

Spanish publication, 
Sport reports that De Jong 
i s  a n n o y e d  w i t h  t h e 
situation and his frustration 
will only increase if  he 
doesn't get back into the 
starting XI.

Speaking ahead of  the 
El Clasico, the Dutchman 

worth in excess of  £100,000-
a-week being put on the table. 
Ten Hag will have to wait 
until next summer to make a 
move after being told money 
will be at a premium in the 
January transfer window.

The United boss had 
been hoping to see Anthony 
Martial stake his claim for a 
long-term future at Old 
T r a f f o r d .  B u t  t h e 
Frenchman's injury problems 
have prompted Ten Hag to 
look at other options.

Leao started his career 

at Sporting Lisbon but left to 

join French outfit Lille for 

n o t h i n g  i n  2 0 1 8  a f t e r 

cancel l ing  his  contract 

following an incident in 

which he claimed he had 

been attacked by fans of  the 

club. A year later, he was 

snapped up by Milan for 

£30million and last season 

helped them win the Serie A 

title for the first time in 11 

years

c o m i n g  f r o m  t h e 
newspapers,  f rom the 
president, from everywhere 
in fact. But I wanted to stay 
a t  Barca ,  so  i t  neve r 
bothered me.”

o n  t h e  w i n  a g a i n s t 
Sassuolo.

“It was another tough 
match against another 
tough opponent, we're glad 
to get the three points. The 
boys dug in deep and it was 
a resilient performance,” he 
added.

the first time I think about 
it.

“This shows me that 
everything else we do here 
has only one focus and that 
focus is to make the team 
better,  and this  takes 
enough energy.”

He added: “In any 
league, you need to have 
arguments and I can only 
answer this question when 
I have wins, at the moment 
I do not have wins so I 
c a n n o t  a n s w e r  t h i s 
question and you are in the 
better position.

“The only goal is to see 
my team working hard and 
k n ow i n g  t h a t  a t  t h e 
weekend we have a very 
important game for this 
club and for the fans, it is 
not about me.

“I think we have done a 
very good job in the last 
four years and it is quite 
necessary now to win 
games because of  this, 
otherwise it is possible we 
are below the line.”

told reporters how he feels, 
“We don't talk much with 
Xavi, but we only talk about 
football. I knew I would 
play fewer minutes at the 
beginning of  the season.

“I want to be a starter 

talanta winger, 

AA d e m o l a 
L o o k m a n  i s 

determined to maintain his 
impressive scoring form for 
the club.

T h e  N i g e r i a n 
international scored the 
winning goal in Atalanta's 
2 - 1  v i c t o r y  a g a i n s t 
Sassuolo on Saturday 
night.

-23 Eagles head 

Uc o a c h ,  S a l i s u 
Yusuf  has called 

up 10 foreign-based players 
to beef  up the team ahead 
of  the Africa U-23 Africa 
Cup of  Nations qualifiers 
against Tanzania.

F o r w a r d  S u n u s i 
Ibrahim, who plays for 
Major League Soccer side, 
Montreal Impact, tops the 
list of  the foreign stars.

Former Flying Eagles 
w i n g e r ,  S u c c e s s 
Makanjuola now in the 
books of  Spanish Segunda 
Division club, Leganes and 
Sirens of  Malta striker, 
Promise David are also 
among the new invitees.

K w a r a  U n i t e d 
defender Chris Nwaeze 

rsenal midfielder, 

AGranit Xhaka, has 
s l a m m e d  t h e 

club's critics, who are 
playing down the Gunners' 
chances of  winning the 
Premier League title this 
season, saying his team 
have beaten the league's 
top six twice.

Arsenal are currently 
on top of  the Premier 
League table ahead of  
second-placed Manchester 
City.

Mikel Arteta's side 
have already lost one 
match so far this season 
a g a i n s t  M a n c h e s t e r 
United.

LaLiga: I don't want to leave Barcelona – Midfielder begs Xavi

Serie A: Lookman relishes consistent scoring
form for Atalanta

U-23 AFCON Qualifiers: Yusuf
invites 10 foreign-based players
for Tanzania clash

Transfer window: Premier League
clubs eyeing Rafael Leao 

EPL: Southampton boss
Hasenhuttl rejects sack
rumours 

We did it twice – Xhaka
slams Arsenal's critics

De Jong

Leao

Lookman
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