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PROPERTY FOR SALE
AT IKENEGBU LAYOUT,
OWERRI 
Bungalow- 5 Bed Rooms, 3 
Parlours, 3 Toilets, BQ. 5 
Rooms and 5 Unit Lock up 
shops. 
Suitable for shopping Plaza. 
Size: 940 Sq. Mtrs
. 
To LET/ LEASE: 
ROKANA ESTATE, Behind 
Market Square Orlu Road, 
OWERRI 
Duplex: 6 Bed Rooms, 3 
Parlours, 6 Toilets. 
A new and detached building.  
Contact:  O8142500916
08183834488

Methodist women crying to God during the cleansing exercise in Abia.



Imo NYCN Chairman cautions youths against associating 
with fake groups, crime
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Oil producing communities told to 
ensure peaceful co-existence
By Grace Ofurum 

The community leaders of  
the oil producing Communi-
ties in Imo state have been 
urged to maintain peace 
and coexist with themselves 
without formatting problems 
that will retard the growth 
and development of  the 
communities.

The Hon. Commissioner 
for Petroleum Resources, 
Prof. Eugene Opara made 
this known during an inter-
active session with repre-
sentatives of  Shell Petrole-
um Development Company 
(SPDC) and traditional in-
stitutions of  communities in 
the Assa North/Ohaji Egbe-
ma Petroleum Development 
Trust. Prof. Opara pointed 
out that the meeting is aimed 
at resolving issues arising 

from the selection of  Board 
of  Trustee members in the 
Assa North/Ohaji Egbema 
Petroleum Development 
Trust as it has to do with 
guidelines of  the Petroleum 
Industries Act (PIA). 

He advised them to be 
transparent while making 
their nominations into the 
BOT as they would be held 
responsible in the case of  any 
crisis arising from the choice 
of  people to occupy such 
position. The Sole Adminis-
trator of  Ohaji Egbema Lo-
cal Government Area, Hon. 
Marcel Amadioha, while 
speaking noted that the State 
Government is playing the 
role of  a responsible govern-
ment by ensuring that the 
nomination of  BOT mem-
bers is conducted under a 
peaceful atmosphere. He fur-

ther urged the community 
leaders to exhibit a sense of  
maturity as he disclosed that 
SPDC is willing to cooperate 
with them. 

In their separate remarks, 
the External Relations Man-
ager of  SPDC, Dr. Chibuzo 
Anyim and the Corporation 
Relation Manager, Mr. Ev-
ans Kurukrubo, thanked the 
State Government for creat-
ing an enabling environment 
for the discussions and stat-
ed that SPDC is interested in 
resuming operations in the 
area only with their under-
standing and cooperation.

They also pointed out that 
the BOT members would 
take decisions as it concerns 
their communities, hence the 
need to nominating the right 
persons who would be able 
to scale through the screen-

ing of  their reregulating 
agency. 

The communities that 
made up the Assa North/ 
Ohaji Egbema Host Com-
munities Development Trust 
include Assa, Obile, Ochia, 
Awara, Obiti, Umuapu, 
Ohuba, Avu, Obosima, 
Umuwaku and Opomadike.

 News Echo gathered that 

the communities were split 
into five groups with a ro-
tational agreement among 
grouping communities after 
the expiration of  the tenure 
of  the BOT which is four 
years.

The meeting was well at-
tended by the traditional 
leaders of  the affected com-
munities led by the Chair-

man of  the Ohaji Egbema 
Traditional Council, Eze 
Emmanuel Asso of  Assa 
Autonomous Community. 

Also in attendance were 
the Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of  Petroleum Re-
sources, Lady Patience Ibe-
agi and Heads of  the three 
petroleum Departments of  
the Ministry.

By Ikenna Orioha

Y
ouths of  Imo State 
have been cautioned 
against associating 

themselves with fake and 
unidentified group who 
parades as leaders of  the 
National Youth Council of  
Nigeria (NYCN), Imo State 
Chapter, to avoid being de-
frauded nor being led into 
problems that may endanger 
their lives and future.

This warning was issued 
by the Imo State Chap-
ter Chairman of  National 
Youth Council of  Nigeria 
(NYCN), Barr. Comr. Ezin-
wanne Chimuanya Udoka, 
while reacting to a purport-
ed Imo State NYCN elective 
congress slated to hold on 
September 9, 2022.

Speaking to journalists in 
Owerri on Monday, Udoka 
advised Imo youths to ig-
nore such a call for elective 
congress of  NYCN by some 
persons he identified as fake 
and unidentified group be-
cause NYCN has a well or-
ganized structure and duly 
constituted leadership in 
both state and national lev-
els, warning that any youth 
who engages or associates 
with such a kangaroo per-
sons does so at his or her 
own peril, alleging that the 
group is using the excuse for 
election to heighten insecu-
rity, thereby destabilize the 
peace of  the state, hoodwink 
and defraud uninformed 
youths and the public.

According to the Imo State 
NYCN Chairman, “our at-
tention has been drawn to a 
purported NYCN Imo State 
Chapter elective congress 
billed to hold on Septem-
ber 9, 2022, published on 
Friday 2nd in Announcer 

Express Newspaper, Ower-
ri. The council already has 
a solid structure and a for-
midable leadership which is 
legally and constitutionally 
constituted with committed 
membership who are peace-
ful and law-abiding citizens 
who contribute meaningful-
ly to the progress and devel-
opment of  the nation”.

He reiterated that “NYCN 
leadership is very strong in 
Imo State and does not have 
faction. The council has no 
other leadership except the 
one led by Barr. Comr. Ez-
inwanne Chimuanya Udoka 
and Amb. Sokubo Sara Ig-
ba-Sokubo as National Pres-
ident of  the council. Those 
calling for the election are 
desperados who seek cheap 
recognition and unmerited 
relevance from the public 

and the government. Any-
body who attends the pur-
ported elective congress will 
do himself  or herself  no 
good as he or she may be 
used to achieve a fraudulent 
purpose which may be dev-
astating to the society”.

Udoka, who urged the 
youth of  Imo State to re-
main peaceful, sensible, 
shun crimes and violent ac-
tivities, engage in productive 
ventures to be able to ad-
vance better living, reassured 
government at all levels 
including corporate bodies 
and the civil society organ-
izations of  the support and 
total commitment of  youths 
with a view to strengthening 
development, economic and 
social prosperity, calmness 
and security of  life and prop-
erty in the state.

“Vote who can deliver,” APC candidate 
for Owerri Reps seat urges electorate
By Ikenna Orioha

A
s 2023 elections draw 
closer, APC candi-
date, House of  Rep-

resentatives for Owerri Fed-
eral Constituency, Chijioke 
Williams, has urged the elec-
torate to look inwards and 
vote in candidates who can 
deliver democracy gains to 
their constituencies effective-
ly and fairly to reduce pov-
erty, hunger, hardship, crime 
and insecurity.

He stated this in an inter-
view with newsmen during 
the 80th birthday celebration 
of  Imo State elder statesman, 
Chief  Emmanuel Iwuanyan-
wu, held at the Landmarks 
Event Centres Owerri, last 
week.

Calling on the eligible 
voters to be smart and be 
abreast with what goes on 
in the state and country at 
large and be able to identify 
themselves with candidates 
of  their choice, CDB Wil-
liams reminded them of  the 
importance of  giving their 
mandate to the candidates of  
their choice. 

“But you have to open your 
eyes and look at the candi-
dates that can deliver the 
goods effectively- those who 

are on ground and in touch 
with the people, who know 
their needs, tested people 
who have been there at any 
level before understanding 
what the various needs of  
their constituencies are, is not 
people who joined the wave”.

As a result, he “counselled 
the people of  Imo State to 
decern properly and not to be 
swept along the bandwagon. 

Some kind of  danger about 
bandwagon is you can switch 
someone into office who is 
not going to deliver the goods, 
but he or she rides on some-
body’s back and get into office 
and also takes off  as the case 
may be. 

The fillers I’m getting right 
now from the public is that 
people are looking for indi-
viduals and identifying with 
those people who are at home 
and in touch with their con-
stituents and who can deliv-
er goodies to the people and 
I’m one of  those candidates 
because I’m committed to 
render more effective service 
to my people at that exalted 
position of  government”.

Urging the people of  Ow-
erri Federal Constituency to 
see him as having the politi-
cal will and experience, rich 
academic knowledge and the 

capacity for fair, quality rep-
resentation and give him their 
mandate in the 2023 election, 
CDB Williams promised that 
if  he emerges he will attract 
developmental and human 
oriented projects including 
other dividends of  democracy 
that will roundly, immensely 
benefit all persons irrespective 
of  class or social background.

“I’m in the race to contrib-
ute my own quota to the ad-
vancement of  Owerri Federal 
Constituency and I have done 
that at some other levels be-
fore now. And I promise to do 
more. I shall carry you along 
in the scheme of  things. I will 
not disappoint you nor take 
you for granted. 

“See me as a good brand, 
great asset and a marketa-
ble individual who has been 
tested and trusted in politics, 
government, community ser-
vice and youth rejuvenation”, 
CDB Williams maintained.

Describing Chief  Emma-
nuel Iwuanyanwu as a good 
man and a political colossus 
who has paid supreme sacri-
fice to ensure that humanity 
and Igbo race are lifted posi-
tively, CDB Williams prayed 
that God grants longer life to 
the celebrant, as well as give 
those who felicitated with 
him long life and comfort.

Brigade Commander attends New Yam Festival, 
says Monday’s sit-at-home affecting Ohafia economy
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

T
he Brigade Com-
mander of  14 Bri-
gade Nigeria Army, 

Ohafia, Brigadier Gener-
al Adegoke Adetuyi has 
promised the continued 
commitment of  officers and 
men of  the Brigade to sus-
tenance of  peace in Ohafia 
and Abia State.

The Brigade Commander 
stated this in Ebem Ohafia, 
Ohafia LGA of  Abia State 
during the 2022 Iri Ji Ebem 
Ohafia festival which which 
was also used to celebrate 
the Igba Ekpe festival.

Gen Adetuyi, who was 
a special guest at the new 
yam festival,  said officers 
and men of  the 14 Brigade 
Ohafia were not in the com-
munity to either intimidate  
or harass the indigenes but 
are in the community to 
provide peace and maintain 
harmonious relationships 
with the people of  the host 
community.

Gen Adetuyi, who was 
received by the paramount 
ruler of  Ebem Ohafia, HRH 
Ezie Ukoha Kalu Ukoha, 
the Kpoke (1) of  Ekeleu-
go Ebem was also received 
by the members of  Ebem 
Ohafia Development Un-

ion (EODU) led by Emeka 
Mba, Ifeanyi Okali among 
others.

The Brigade Command-
er said, “Sometimes when 
I go round this communi-
ty on Mondays, I come to 
the market square, I feel 
very bad. Why? Because 
the people are supposed to 
be making money, they are 
supposed to be engaging in 
their commercial activities 
band trading.”

He went on, “People are 
supposed to be going to 
their farms, the students are 
supposed to be in schools. 
Without all these, there 
cannot be development. 

”If  the students don’t go 
to school, how can they be 
educated? How can they 
attain a higher position in 
society, to be able to even 
speak for the community?”

“If  they don’t engage in 
economic activities, how 
can they support the growth 
of  the community”, the 
Army Brigade Commander 
asked.

Gen Adetuyi further ad-
vised elders in Ohafia to 
expose suspected criminals 
around their environments, 
saying, “We cannot contin-
ue to support criminality 
and expect development.”

During the new yam festi-

val, the Brigade Command-
er was presented with tuber 
of  yam by the traditional 
ruler of  Ebem Ohafia, HRH 
Ezie Ukoha Kalu Ukoha, 
his cabinet members and 
leaders of  Ebem Ohafia De-
velopment Union (EODU)

It would be recalled a 
young Army officer and a 
young girl, Miss Chieme-
la Ajunwa died in August 
when a gun battle ensued 
between military personnel 
and a group of  gunmen at 
Ebem, the host town of  the 
Army Brigade.

It was also reported that 
two of  the unknown gun-
men were also gunned 
down during the crises.
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Umahi approves payment of severance
allowance to past LG chairmen, councilors

My detractors now ashamed that I 
completed Osisioma flyover – Ikpeazu
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he historic first ever 
flyover in the State, the 
Osisioma Interchange 

and the newly reconstructed 
and dualized Aba-Owerri 
Road in Aba built by Gover-
nor Okezie Ikpeazu have been 
officially commissioned for 
public use. 

Speaking at the events 
which were part of  activities 
lined up to celebrate the 31st 
anniversary of  the creation of  
Abia State, Governor Ikpeazu 
stated that the interchange 
was constructed out of  his de-
sire to facilitate ease of  doing 
business by ensuring that the 
traffic jam that makes traders 
to spend hours at the Osisio-
ma  junction was controlled.  

He said that the interchange 
would bring about economic 
development of  the State . 
Governor Ikpeazu, who said 
that the essence of  govern-
ance was to solve problems 
of  the people, congratulated 
the Aba Business Communi-
ty and Abians at large on the 
realization of  the project. 

He described the day as spe-
cial for the people of  goodwill 
adding that, for the opposition 
and those who castigated his 
government while the con-
struction of  the interchange 
lasted, it was a sad day for 
them.  According to the Gov-
ernor, he invited Governor 
Wike to commission the pro-
jects because he is the father 
of  flyovers in Nigeria and 
understands the value of  an 
interchange.  Commissioning 
the projects, the special guest 
of  honour and Rivers State 
Governor, Barr. Nyesom 
Wike commended Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu for changing 

the developmental narratives 
of  the state. 

He said he was proud to be 
associated with Governor Ik-
peazu even as he stated that 
Abians did not make a mis-
take in electing him as their 
Governor. 

He extolled Governor Ik-
peazu for utilizing the mea-
gre funds of  the State to do 
projects for the people, saying 
that with the projects the Gov-
ernor has done, his senatorial 
bid and election of  other PDP 
candidates in the State are 
sure. 

The Commissioner for 
Works, Barr. Bob Ogu dis-
closed that the interchange 
was conceived by Governor 
Ikpeazu as soon as he came 
on board in 2015 while actual 
work started on it  in 2017.

Ogu expressed joy that the 
dreams of  the Governor in 
conceptualizing the projec t 
has been realized and congrat-
ulated Abians on the feat. 

Earlier, the Executive 
Chairman of  Osisioma Ngwa 
LGA, Chief  Christian Ka-
malu described the commis-
sioning of  the first ever inter-
change located at Osisioma as 
historic.

He thanked the Governor 
for constructing the inter-
change and highlighted its im-
portance to the Aba business 
environment. Deputy Gov-
ernor Sir Ude Oko Chukwu, 
serving and former members 
of  the National and State As-
semblies from both states, Sec-
retary to Government, Barris-
ter Chris Ezem, members of  
the State Executive Council 
as well as the PDP Guberna-
torial Candidate in Abia State, 
Professor Uche Ikonne and 
his running mate, Hon Okey 
Igwe.

Rapid FM Umuahia, set to export Igbo culture to the world.

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

G
overnor David Uma-
hi of  Ebonyi State 
has approved pay-

ment of  severance allowanc-
es to all past chairmen, Vice 
chairmen and Councillors 
from 2015. The governor an-
nounced this while perform-
ing the opening ceremony of  
a two-week training work-
shop for the present and 
immediate past Chairmen, 
Vice Chairmen, Councilors 
and others at the Ecumenical 
Centre, Abakaliki. The train-
ing workshop on Agriculture 
was organized by the State 
government and facilitated 
by the International Skills 
Acquisition Centre (ISAC), 
CSS Farm Ltd, Abuja.

The training sessions are 

billed to kick off  in Abuja, 
Saturday. Governor Umahi 
who urged the participants 
to take the training seriously 
in order to get the full benefit 
for their personal gains and 
that of  the state in general 
maintained that politics is 
not a vocation, stressing that 
one businessman  built up in 
the state  was worth more 
than 100 politicians. “Have 
a revolution of  the mind and 
take the training seriously.

“Politics is not a voca-
tion.”I want vocation no 
longer as second, but first 
address. “When you go, you 
come back to fertilize the 
state.

“Let it be our own pilgrim-
age. “I am one person that 
does not believe in empty 
training without tangible re-
sults.

Rapid 96.5 FM to export Igbo culture, 
South East business potentials to the world
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
new radio station, 
Rapid 96.5 FM 
Umuahia has prom-

ised to enrich Igbo culture 
and promote South East 
business opportunities while 
engendering a peaceful Ni-
gerian nation.

This is even as the radio 
station has promised to cre-
ate thriving career opportu-
nities for the youths in Abia 
and other South East States, 
through the airing of  youth 
friendly programs.

These statements were 
made on Monday at Rapid 
96.5 FM broadcast house 
in Umuahia by the man-
agement of  the new station 
during inaugural press con-
ference to unveil the new 
entrant to the listening pub-

lic of  Abia, South East and 
beyond.

Addressing the press, the 
Head of  Station, Nkamiang 
John said the license for the 
station was originally meant 
for Abuja but the need to 
think home made the own-
ers of  the station to site it in 
Umuahia.

According to the station 
head, “Every right thinking 
investor or Igbo man should 
think home first. Our cul-
ture should be exported. We 
will help the culture of  the 
Igbos to be exported to the 
world the way Osun Osogbo 
festival of  the Yorubas has 
become the biggest cultural 
festival in Nigeria.”

He noted that the first 
commercial broadcast of  the 
station started on September 
1, 2022  and promised that 
the station was coming to 

give true account of  events 
as they happen, pointing out 
that programs or topics that 
may incite hatred and insta-
bility would not be run in 
Rapid 96.5.

“ We will use our radio to 
ease the tension in the soci-
ety”, said Nkamiang John, 
even as he outlined that so-
cial network traffic of  the 
station will feed listeners 
with up to date information 
as they break.

On the structure of  the 
station’s programs, Rapid 
explained that about 75% of  
her contents would concen-
trate on promotions of  the 
people’s culture, encapsula-
tion of  youths’ capacities, 
entertainment, business op-
portunities, sports ,projec-
tion of  pure talents of  the 
Igbos to the world while po-
litical programs would only 

“And when you come 
back, we have designed 
programme for you starting 
from the hatchery.” 

The Governor further stat-
ed that the state government 
would be sending another 
batch of  trainees next month 
and would be sending more 
of  Ebonyi people every 
month for the Agricultural 
capacity building. 

While stressing his dream 
to leave all those who served 
with him with sustainable 
occupations and vocations 
after office, Umahi an-
nounced payment of  sever-
ance allowances to the past 
leaders. 

“My EXCO members will 
also go there, because I am 
also planning an exit pack-
age for them.” I don’t want 
to see anybody that worked 
with me from 2015 to still be 
looking for what to eat after 
my exit. 

“I have directed that all 
the severance allowances of  
past councilors, chairmen 
and vice chairmen should 
be processed, and before the 
end of  this month, they will 
be paid, from 2015.”

In an opening remark, the 

Commissioner for Local 
Government, Chieftaincy 
Matters and Rural Develop-
ment, Chief  Donatus Njoku 
appreciated the Governor 
for equipping Ebonyians 

with skills for sustainable 
economic development 
through these various train-
ings and capacity building. 

Prof. John Kennedy Ok-
para, the Coordinator and 

lead facilitator for the train-
ing expressed satisfaction 
with Governor Umahi’s in-
frastructural and human cap-
ital development in the State, 
describing them as both out-
standing and classy.

be run in the most profes-
sional and truthful format.

The station assured that 
annual Iri Ji (New Yam fes-
tival) of  Igbos would receive 
ample projection from the 
radio station, for world au-
dience to consume, which 
would in turn, lubricate the 
South East economy.

The station also explained 
that Rapid TV, a sister 
broadcast station would 
soon begin transmission 
with most generation, air-
ing and exporting of  home 
contents to the global com-
munity.

Also speaking, a member 
of  the directorate of  Rapid 
FM, John Chuks regretted 
that “the only Igbo station 
on Star Times, Isi Mbido is 
owned by a Yoruba man.”

He however assured that 
with the coming of  Rap-
id Academy, Abia youths 
would be trained on skill 
acquisitions, film making, 
fashion designing, hospitali-
ty management, wide range 
of  entrepreneurship etc.

Highlights of  the event 
were a facility tour of  the 
station by Journalists as well 
as the movement of  two ma-
jor broadcasters, I go yan 
and T.C Bara to Rapid 96.5 
FM Umuahia from their 
former stations.

Catholic Bishop tasks FG on Insecurity, says
Nigerians have lost faith in APC govt
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Catholic Bishop 
of  Abakaliki Diocese, 
Most Rev. Peter Chuk-

wu has asked the Moham-
madu Buhari led administra-
tion to decisively tackle the 
insecurity in the country. Ad-

dressing journalists in Abaka-
liki, Ebonyi State capital after 
inauguration of  Catholic Me-
dia Practitioners Association 
(CAMPAN), the state branch, 
Rev Chukwu condemned in-
cessant kidnap, killings and 
destruction of  churches by 
hoodlums in the country. 

The cleric who said the peo-

ple of  Nigeria have lost faith 
with the Federal Government 
following spate of  insecurity 
in the land expressed the fear 
that the continued existence 
of  Nigeria as a corporate enti-
ty was under serious question 
mark if  the situation was not 
solved. He prayed for peace-
ful, free, fair and credible 2023 
elections to enable Nigerians 
to elect credible leaders that 
will solve the problems of  the 
country.  
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Editorial

ast month, the Central Bank of LNigeria (CBN) Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC) unanimously 

voted to increase the benchmark interest rate 
from 13 percent to 14 percent, to address the 
nation's rising inflation.

The members of the Committee expressed 
apprehension over the country's high 
inflation rate. The concerns expressed by the 
officials Committee in their personal 
statements as contained in the communique of 
the last Central Bank of Nigeria Monetary 
Policy Committee (MPC) meeting held in 
July.

Nigeria's inflation rate rose to 19.64 
percent in July, according to the National 
Bureau of Statistics (NBS). Driven by rapidly 
increasing food prices, the rate hit its highest 
since September 2005, a 17-year surge from 
18.60 per cent recorded in the previous month.

The Central Bank of Nigeria Monetary 
Policy Committee (MPC)  attributed the 
development to the disruptions to the global 
supply chain, tightening global financial 
conditions as several advanced economies 
pursue an aggressive regime of monetary 
policy normalization, declining global trade 
and growing risks to financial stability 
associated with the burgeoning global private 
and public debt profile.

Stemming on this unhealthy rising trend, 
the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) voted 
to increase the benchmark interest rate from 
13 percent to 14 percent, to address the 
nation's rising inflation.

Though, the increased interest rate is not 
enough to tackle the country's rising inflation 
yet the adjustment is expected to restore 
macroeconomic stability that carries a huge 
burden that cannot be borne by the Central 
Bank or monetary policy alone, according to 
the Deputy Governor, Corporate Services of 
the Central Bank of  Nigeria, Adamu 
Lametek. 

However, there is the need for reforms 
beyond the borders of monetary policy to 
deliver a holistic recovery in Nigeria but 
further tightening of monetary conditions 
would help to address the demand factors 
underlying the inflationary pressures 

Inflation is hurting many Nigerians, 
whose nominal wages have remained stagnant 
for many years. It is dragging down the values 
of savings, wages, and pensions for retirees. 
Price stability is a core function of the MPC 
and hence, the high level of domestic inflation 
is unacceptable.

Many Nigerians have expressed fears 
about the rising rate of inflation and it 
remains a threat to investment and output 
growth. Inflation is lowering the real incomes 
of Nigerians and driving more people to 
poverty.

Referencing the decision to raise the 
interest rate in May, being the first time since 
September 2020. It is worth noting that the 
decision would to a reasonable extent reduce 
the inflationary trend, if  the monetary 
policies are strictly adhered to.

High and rising inflation presents a 
serious policy dilemma for the committee 
given the imperative to sustain the growth 
trajectory, the limited tools at its disposal, and 
the constricted fiscal environment.

It is also sensible that, the monetary 
authority must act to better anchor elevated 
inflation expectations of economic agents 
following months of rising inflation and 
recent multiple shocks. 

Interventions and continued funding of 
the real sector gives room for tightening the 
monetary policy stance to better anchor 
inflation expectations, mitigate demand-
driven inflation and ultimately preserve 
output gains.

More importantly, the evolution of 
consumer prices in recent months and the 
uncertain short-term outlook present credible 
grounds to raise the policy rate. Finally, the 
persistent rise in money supply over the last 
couple of  months signals the growing 
importance of  demand-side factors in 
explaining recent inflation trends which 
require a prompt response by the monetary 
authority. But, the response should take 
cognizance of the fragile output performance.

Note, also that the rising inflation in the 
country constitutes a major macroeconomic 
challenge that is exacerbated by foreign 
exchange pressures. Nigeria being an import-
dependent economy will have its currency 
further depreciated as import prices become 
more expensive.

The foreign exchange challenge remains 
daunting and addressing this challenge should 
be of utmost importance. Monetary policy 
will thus seek to counteract the trend, support 
growth and guard against inflationary 
expectations becoming entrenched.

We need to agree that the current 
trajectory of inflation calls for drastic actions.

Apart from pressure from food prices and 
i m p o r t e d  i n f l a t i o n ,  t h e  m o n e t a r y 
phenomenon in domestic inflation has 
become obvious, just as expectations seem to 
have also taken root. With the growth in the 
major monetary aggregates at the end-June 
2022 already surpassing the benchmark for 
2022, we must take immediate action to douse 
the influence of the monetary aspect of 
inflationary pressure.

We therefore, encourage the Central Bank 
of Nigeria, guided by trends in monetary 
aggregates, to keep a close eye on the money 
s u p p l y  a n d  c o n t i n u e  t o  d e p l oy  i t s 
administrative measures to manage liquidity, 
especially as it has shown to be a ready and 
effective tool in our peculiar case.

We also expect that this monetary 
measure would reduce unemployment, 
provide an enabling environment for private 
sector investment and offer necessary support 
to the health sector to cushion the impact of 
the various pandemics on rampage.

It also our suggestion that the CBN would 
continue its numerous intervention measures 
to boost consumer spending and support 
inflation recovery.

Call for urgent intervention
over Nigeria's rising inflation
rate
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Th e  m a n t r a  o f  
c a n d i d a t e  
Muhammadu Buhari 

in  the  campaign  tha t  
eventually took him to 
Nigeria's presidency in 2015 
was one word: “Change”. 
For a fact, it was not original. 
32 years before 2015, in the 
1983 presidential election, 
Dr  Nnamdi  Azik iwe ' s  
Nigeria Peoples Party (NPP) 
first deployed that slogan in 
their unsuccessful bid to 
make President Shagari a 
one-term president.

The moment then seemed 
ripe for that message. Under the 
watch of  President Shagari's 
National Party of  Nigeria 
(NPN), a unique mixture of  poor 
luck and official criminality 
conspired to bring Nigeria to its 
knees. The desire for change 
seemed very real but then the 
NPN did not plan to quit power 
and its opponents were too 
divided to offer any potent threat. 
So, Shehu Shagari managed to 
increase his share of  the 
announced results from 36% in 
1979 to 47.5% in 1983. Nnamdi 
Azikiwe, despite the resonance 
of  his slogan, only ended up with 
13.99%.

Muhammadu Buhari, then a 
Major-General in the Nigerian 
Army, decided thereafter to 
procure with the gun what the 
opposition could not with the 
ballot box: He ousted President 
Shagari in a military coup. 
Having taken power as a soldier 
from Shagari in 1983, Buhari 
went back to the future in 2015 to 
purloin the mantra of  the NPP. It 
is doubtful whether Buhari knew 
in 2015 that his slogan was a 
genuflection before the altar of  
an “Igbo party”, which was how 
many people viewed the NPP.

To be fair, it was not only 
p r e s i d e n t  B u h a r i ' s  A l l  
Progressives Congress (APC) 
that cannibalised the remains of  
the NPP in 2015. The NPP's 
party slogan was “Power to the 
People”, which the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) stole at 
inception in 1998. As such, going 
into the 2015 election, the two 
leading parties drew their 
inspiration from one source.

The real challenge in 2015 
was one that is all-too-familiar in 
African politics: An anti-climax 
of  fulfilled political expectations. 
The ruling party had been so long 
in power, it had no effective plan 
for transition into opposition and 
the opposition party had become 
so comfortable in that role it did 
not prepare for governance.

The electorate had to take 
considerable responsibility for 
this. People were so enamoured 
of  the unproven powers of  the 
Buhari magic, they decided not 
to bother with asking him to 
explain what kind of  change he 

meant. It should have been 
evident to anyone who cared that 
“change” is value neutral. It 
i m p l i e s  m o t i o n  w i t h o u t  
necessarily promising movement 
or progress. It's direction can be 
negative or positive. It has 
precisely the kind of  laconic 
quality to empty it of  any clear 
commitment. With the promise 
of  “change”, candidate Buhari 
promised everything, while 
simultaneously committing to 
nothing.

Four years later, when he ran 
for re-election, President Buhari 
reached back into precisely the 
same bag of  trickery, promising 
“next level” without indicating 
“of  what?”

In less than four weeks, on 28 
September, the campaign season 
for the 2023 presidential election 
will begin. If  Nigerians are not to 
fall into the same error as in 2015, 
when the electorate seemed 
hynoptised into choice without 
information, then in 2023, there 
has to be a concerted effort to get 
clarity concerning the positions 
of  leading candidates on the 

issues that matter.
It is a measure of  the 

misadventure that has been the 
Buhari presidency that the two 
issues that arguably did more 
than any others to persuade 
Nigerians to his corner will not 
much bother most people in 
2023. One is integrity and the 
other is corruption. On both 
issues, the Buhari presidency has 
been characterised by “a 
yawning gap” between rhetoric 
and reality, which has spawned a 
rich supply of  choice epithets 
from “a fraud” to “dishonest 
integrity”. Many believers, shell-
shocked from the duplicities of  
this Buhari era, seem to have 
decided that they will not mind 
capable rogues who can get 
things done.

This is why as the campaign 
season begins, the voters need to 
put themselves in a position to 
identify the issues on which 
every serious candidate must 
show that he has done some 
contemplation.

One is coexistence. It has 

become clichéd that Nigeria has 
not been this frayed since the end 
of  the Civil War in 1970. The 
major reason for this is that 
Pres ident  Buhar i ,  in  the  
memorable words of  former 
military governor of  Kaduna 
State, Col. Abubakar Umar, has 
profoundly “mis-managed 
Nigeria's diversity.” As a 
testament to this, on the 
approach to the 40th anniversary, 
the landscape of  the 2023 
elections could potentially 
reprise the 1983 elections. There 
will be two major candidates 
from the South, one from the 
North, and an unending supply 
of  dog whistle. It will be a brave 
candidate who campaigns boldly 
on a message of  coexistence. But 
may be such is the kind of  
candidate that the country needs 
at this time. Every serious 
candidate needs to be pressed on 
this point.

Two, what is the value of  a 
Nigerian life? By the most 
conservative counts (based on 
open sources), 5,797 persons in 
Nigeria have been killed in the 
first half  of  this year but numbers 
do not do justice to the desperate 
straits in which the country finds 
itself. We have become used to 
t h e  p r e s i d e n t  n e i t h e r  
acknowledging the human 
abattoir that the country has 
become under his watch, nor 
having any interest in empathy or 
fellow feeling. This indifference 
has set the country asunder when 
it should be coming together 
against the common threat of  
insecurity. Economic activity has 
been blighted and a nation-wide 
food security crisis could be 
imminent. In many cities, such as 
Kaduna in the North-west and 
Jos in the North-central, going 
from one part of  the city to 
another could be a death 
sentence. Even the uniformed 
security services are struggling to 
protect themselves. Each serious 
presidential candidate must be 
prepared to show from the first 
hour of  office what he proposes 
to do to alleviate insecurity.

T h r e e,  h o w  w i l l  t h e  
Commander-In-Chief  optimise 
the security services? This is 
probably the most important job 
of  a president. It is also the one 
that the present incumbent has 

proved most inept at. Under him, 
the  Federa l  Gover nment  
r e t r e n c h e d  t h e  p o l i c e ,  
transferring its responsibilities to 
the Armed Forces. When he 
addressed the cohort at the 
National Defence College in 
2017, then Interior Minister, 
G e n e r a l  A b d u l r a h m a n  
Dambazau, described the 
situation of  the country as 
“military operations other than 
w a r  ( M O O T W ) ”  a n d  
proclaimed the doctrine that the 
a r m e d  f o r c e s  a r e  n o w  
“spearheading all internal 
security operations due to the 
fact that the Nigeria Police is no 
longer in position to handle such 
matters effectively.” As proof, 
today, the army is actively 
deployed in all 36 states of  the 
federat ion in 18 special ,  
expeditionary theatres. What 
this means is that the army is too 
stretched to be effective against 
threats upon the homeland, 
w h i l e  t h e  p o l i c e  i s  t o o  
demoralised to do its primary 
task of  safeguarding law and 
order. Every serious candidate 
must have a plan to reverse this 
and make the security services fit 
for purpose.

Four, the economy will 
require attention in respect of  
both monetary and structural 
reforms. The president who will 
be inaugurated on 29 May 2023 
will not have the luxury of  a 
honeymoon. He'll have to 
confront a disabling debt 
overhang, the removal of  
petroleum subsidy, a fiscal cliff, 
and a national currency in free-
fall. Every serious presidential 
candidate must be pressed on his 
strategy for ending the calamity 
that is the current governor of  
Nigeria's Central Bank.

Five, to make progress on the 
above four issues, every serious 
candidate has to answer the 
question: Are you prepared to 
serve only one term? This is not a 
matter of  political convenience 
or deal. Rather, any president 
who desires to make progress on 
these must be prepared to 
confront committed blowbacks. 
If  he is too much in love with a 
second term, then the first term 
will be wasted. This indeed may 
be the defining issue of  all.

“

As Nigeria gets set for presidential campaigns
By Chidi Anselm Odinkalu

The electorate had to take considerable 

responsibility for this. People were so 

enamoured of  the unproven powers of  

the Buhari magic, they decided not to 

bother with asking him to explain what 

kind of  change he meant. It should 

have been evident to anyone who cared 

that “change” is value neutral. It 

implies motion without necessarily 

promising movement or progress. It's 

direction can be negative or positive.
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o fewer than 11 

Nstate universities 
a r e  n o t 

participating in the strike 
declared by the Academic 
S t a f f  U n i o n  o f  
Universities. 

Our correspondents 
reported on Monday that 
academic activities were 
going on in universities 
owned by Osun, Rivers, 
Delta, Borno, Anambra, 
Kwara and Akwa Ibom 
states as well as the three 
universities owned by 
Lagos State. 

Also ahead of  the 
National  Universit ies 
Commission meeting with 
vice-chancellors and pro-
chancellors of  federal 
universities on Tuesday, 
the Federal Government 
on Monday vowed to end 
the culture of  strikes in 
tertiary institutions in the 
country. 

But as the strike by 
ASUU entered its 204th 
day, lecturers in some state 
universities are not on 
strike. 

L e c t u r e r s  i n  t w o 
universities owned by 
R i v e r s  S t a t e ,  A j u r u 
University of  Education, 
Port Harcourt and the 
Rivers State University, 
Port Harcourt, did not join 
the strike. 

At the Ignatius Ajuru 
University of  Education, 
Port Harcourt, academic 
activities were going on as 
many of  the students were 
writing examinations on 
Monday. 

A final year student of  
Political Science, Master 
Ovum Amadi said he was 
p r e p a r i n g  f o r  h i s 
examinations next week. 
He said, “Examinations 
have started. Those in 200-
level have started.”

When contacted, a 
member of  ASUU in the 
university, Dr Mandah 
Stanley, said the union in 
the institution was in court 
over some leadership 
issues. 

The spokesman for the 
universi ty,  Dr.  Ngozi 
O k i r i d u ,  s a i d  t h e 
institution had no reason 
to join the strike for two 
main reasons. 

She said the university 
i s  a  teacher  t ra in ing 
institution. He added, 
“Governor Nyesom Wike 
pays our salaries promptly 
every month. He has not 
failed to pay for one day.” 

Our correspondent 
a l s o  o b s e r v e d  t h a t 
academic activities were in 
progress at Osun State 
University. 

T h e  A c t i n g 

our correspondents, the 
general secretary of  the 
College of  Education 
Academic Staff  Union, Dr 
Ahmed Lawan accused 
the government of  not 
b e i n g  s i n c e r e .
On his own, the National 
President of  the Academic 
S t a f f  U n i o n  o f  
Polytechnics, Anderson 
Ezeibe in an interview 
w i t h  T h e  P U N C H 
cautioned the government 
against threatening the 
u n i o n s .
In a related development,  
the ASUU Chairman, 
University of  Ibadan, 
Prof. Akinwole   Ayoola,   
a s k e d  N i g e r i a n s  t o 
disregard the claims of  the 
Federal Government that 
it had met the demands of  
t h e  u n i o n .
The union stated that all its 
chapters that started the 
over six-month-old strike 
were stil l  par t of  the 
ongoing action and were 
resolute to get what public 
universities needed from 
government  to survive 
and compete globally.
H e  s a i d ,  “ N i ge r i a n s 
should disregard the lies of  
the Federal Government. 
The Federal Government 
is far from meeting any of  
t h e  u n i o n ' s  s e v e n 
demands. 

he Chairman of  the TA c a d e m i c  S t a f f  
U n i o n  o f  

Universities, Ebonyi State 
University Chapter, Dr. 
Ikechukwu Igwenyi, has 
said universities owned by 
state governments in the 
country can not survive 
without aligning with the 
Union for intervention and 
other assistance. 

This was as he reiterated 
that the chapter of  ASUU 
had not pulled out of  the 
ongoing strike ordered by 
the national leadership of  
the Union. 

He stated this in an 
i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  o u r 
correspondent in Abakaliki, 
Monday evening. 

According to him, 98 
p e r  c e n t  o f  w h a t  t h e 
universities enjoyed today 
came f rom the  ASUU 
struggle and through the 
intervention of  the Tertiary 
Education Trust Fund. 

“That rumour going on 
that some state universities 
want to break up from the 
ongoing industrial action by 
the ASUU is baseless. If  any 
university tries it, such 
institution will still run back 
to ASUU because 98 per 
cent of  the structures and 
equipment being enjoyed 
today  in  a l l  the  s ta te 
universities are courtesy of  
t h e  T E T F U N D  a n d 

NEEDS Assessment via the 
ASUU struggle,” he said. 

“ T h e r e  a r e  m a n y 
universities that have tried it 
before now to separate 
themselves from ASUU, but 
it didn't work out. Obafemi 
Awolowo University and 
the University of  Ilorin tried 
it before but later ran back to 
its source of  livelihood 
which is ASUU. 

 “If  the state universities 
have the same visitors as 
Federal universities, it 
would have been easier, but 
as long as we have different 
v i s i t o r s  i n  t h e  s t a t e 
universi t ies  with their 
different priorities not 

h e  F e d e r a l TGovernment has 
a p p o i n t e d  1 1 2 

directors as principals of  
the nation's unity schools. 

A n  i n d u c t i o n 
programme put together 
for the new principals 
b e g i n s  i n  A b u j a  o n 
Monday today and the 
exercise is expected to end 
on Friday. 

Reports had it earlier 
that 344 directors jostled 
f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  
p r i n c i p a l s  o f  t h e 

government-owned unity 
colleges. 

The government had 
engaged the candidates in 
a computer-based test. 

The latest circular 
s i g h t e d  b y  o u r 
correspondent on Sunday 
showed that 112 of  them 
s c a l e d  t h r o u g h  t h e 
screening process. 

The circular by the 
Fe d e r a l  M i n i s t r y  o f  
E d u c a t i o n  m a r k e d 
FME/S/1317/C.25/1 
w a s  s i g n e d  b y  t h e 

ministry's Director of  
H u m a n  R e s o u r c e 
Management, David 
Gende.

“ F o l l o w i n g  t h e 
successful conduct of  
Computer-Based Test 
and oral interviews for 
the appointment of  
principals in federal 
unity colleges, I am 
directed to invite the 
following principals to 
a n 
induction/orientation 
training,” the circular 
read in part. 

having any regard for the 
education of  the poor 
masses, it will never work,” 
he explained.

He added, “Yes, people 
said EBSU is in session. But 
it's lie. The authorities did 
that to deceive the students, 
so that those students can 
come and pay school fees 
for them (the authorities) to 
pay salaries. But after that, 
those students were left to 
their own fate. We didn't 
pull out of  the strike. We are 
still part of  it and it's still 
ongoing. 

“ A n d  n o  s t a t e 
government in Nigeria pays 
100 per cent of  the workers' 

salaries. 
I n s t e a d ,  w o r k e r s ' 

salaries come mostly from 
the Internally Generated 
Revenue of  the school. 

“The best the state 
governments have done so 
f a r  i s  t o  s u b ve r t  t h e 
universities. In Ebonyi State 
University for example, the 
state government gives 
monthly subvention of  
N150 million and takes N30 
million up front as tax, 
leaving the university with 
N119 million. 

“ H o w  c a n  s u c h 
university pay salaries when 
it needs to get over �260 
million monthly to be able 
to pay their workers.” 

he Mountain Top TUniversity, Ogun 
S t a t e  a n d  t h e 

Society for Experimental 
Biology of  Nigeria have 
a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e 
government at all levels to 
support research in all 
academic institutions 
across the country. 

Speaking at the 21st 
a n n u a l  S c i e n t i f i c 
Conference and general 
meeting, titled, MTU-
NISEB conference 2022, 
Vice-Chancellor, MTU, 
Prof. Elijah Ayolabi, 
advised the government 
t o  m a k e  a d e q u a t e 
provisions for research in 
every aspect of  life. 

The conference, a 
three-day event, which 
was titled, 'Experimental 
Biology: A panacea to 
achieving sustainable 
development goals in the 
post-pandemic era,' had 
in attendance different 
scholars in the field of  
biological sciences, and 
was held at MTU campus, 
Ibafo, Ogun State. 

Ayolabi said, ''When 
government gives support 
to research, not only in 
biological sciences, to 
research in academic 
institutions, what they are 
doing is that they are 
preparing for the future. 

So it is important that 
government realises this 
a n d  m a k e  a d e q u a t e 
provision for research in 
eve r y  a s p e c t  o f  l i f e 
endeavour.'' 

Also speaking, the 
n a t i o n a l  p r e s i d e n t , 
NISEB, Prof. Bamidele 
Owoyele, appealed to the 
government to equip 
laboratories and prioritise 
research for the country to 
move forward. 

''Universities need 
support in the area of  
e q u i p p i n g  o u r 
laboratories, and research 
grants. This conference 
could have been more 
magnified assuming the 
p r o b l e m s  w i t h  o u r 
universities are resolved. 
Some of  our members 
have not been paid for six 
months or thereabouts. So 
it has limited them to 
attend this particular 
conference  a l though 
many of  them are online. 

''We must prioritise 
research if  we must move 
forward. So we must 
support and encourage 
universities and research 
institutes and then put 

money into this area. 
That's the only way we 
can advance. Imagine if  
w e  d o n ' t  h a v e 
experimental biologists 
then the pandemic would 
have killed virtually every 
one of  us. All the vaccines 
we are talking about are 
poised to advance our 
development in Nigeria.''

Group Managing, 
Director, Flour Mills of  
Nigeria, Mr Omoboyede 
O l u s a n ya ,  w h o  wa s 
r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  D r 
Gbenga Adewumi of  the 
d e p a r t m e n t  o f  
microbiology, University 
o f  L a g o s ,  s a i d , 
''Experimental biology is 
a  m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y 
society that  involves 
multidisciplinary people. 
Of  course, they are all into 
the research of  plants, 
a n i m a l s  a n d  t h e i r 
benefits, humans, curing 
diseases,  solving the 
prob lem o f  pover ty, 
hunger and so on, which 
are all parts of  sustainable 
development goals. And 
of  course food safety, food 
security, making food 
available all year round.'' 

Chairperson of  ASUU in 
the university, Dr Weinde 
O l a o s e b i k a n ,  s a i d 
lecturers in the institution 
did not join the ongoing 
strike because the branch 
was suspended by the 
national leadership of  
ASUU. 

Also, the Delta State 
University, Abraka, was in 
s e s s i o n  d e s p i t e  t h e 
position of  the ASUU 
branch in the university. 

A student, who spoke 
to our correspondent on 
condition of  anonymity, 
said the second semester 
exam was going on in the 
university.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 
Federal Government has 
said it is considering a 
number of  options to bring 
an end to incessant strikes 
in tertiary institutions 
across the country. 

This was made known 
in a document tit led, 
“Industrial relations – 
Te r t i a r y  educa t ion ,” 
which was prepared by the 
Minister of  Education, 
Adamu Adamu and made 
exclusively available to one 
of  our correspondents in 
Abuja. 

L a m e n t i n g ,  t h e 
minister noted that the 
government had invested a 
l o t  i n  t h e  t e r t i a r y 
e d u c a t i o n  s e c t o r .
“In spite of  the well over 
N 2 t n  s u n k  i n 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l 
development in tertiary 
institutions across the 
country, all we have got are 
strikes, strikes, strikes and 
t h r e a t s  o f  s t r i k e s .
“ G o v e r n m e n t  i s 
considering a number of  
options to put an end to 
incessant strikes in our 
tertiary institutions. All 
options are on the table.”
B u t  u n i o n s  i n  t h e 
institutions in separate 
i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  o u r 
correspondents knocked 
the Federal Government 
for saying that a lot had 
been  inves ted  in  the 
tertiary education sector. 
The unions also warned 
the Federal Government 
against proscribing the 
u n i o n s .
Speaking with one of  our 
correspondents in Abuja, 
the  v ice-pres ident  of  
ASUU, Dr Christopher 
P i w u n a  s a i d ,  “ T h e 
statement coming from the 
government that they have 
invested over N2 trillion in 
education…, I want to let 
you know that the money 
i s  f r o m  T E T F u n d . 
N o b o d y  i s  s a y i n g 
TETFund is not doing 
e n o u g h .  “
Also speaking with one of  

11 state varsities shun ASUU,
FG threatens unions 

Pioritise research, MTU,
NISEB tell government 

We didn't suspend strike – Ebonyi varsity ASUU 

FG appoints principals for unity schools,
begins induction 
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oy knew no bounds in the 

Jhearts and families of  some 
youths and women of  

Umueziogwu Uzoagba in  
Ikeduru Local Government Area 
of  Imo State as a super 
philanthropist and business 
tycoon, Chief  (Prof.) Chimezie 
Kingsley (Ebubemba Ikeduru), 
empowered them with money, 
sewing machines and other 
items.

The empowerment program 
took place at the donor's palatial 
home,  Obi  Ebubemba in  
Umueziogwu Uzoagba, on 
Monday.

While giving out the cash and 
items to the recipients, the 
benefactor, Ebebumba Ikeduru, 
encouraged them to use the gifts 
judiciously in order to prosper, as 
well as empower others. He 
prayed that God will give them 
the wisdom and strength to 

multiply their riches with those 
tokens.

Ebubemba Ikeduru, who 
mentioned that he derives 
enormous joy and strength from 
extending charity and goodwill to 
the people, especially those in 
dire need, promised that he will 
continue to show love, chivalry 
and kindness to humanity 
irrespective of  class, race of  
religion.

"Use these tokens and 
machines to prosper and multiply 
yourselves to become productive 
and responsible to yourselves, 
families and the community at 
large. I bless you in the Name of  
the Father, Son and of  the Holy 
Spirit", Ebebumba Ikeduru 
maintained.

T h a n k i n g  E b u b e m b a  
Ikeduru for the gesture, on behalf  
of  the beneficiaries, Amarikwa 

Sharon, prayed God's blessings 
and replenishment upon him in 
multiple fold.

"We pray for God's continued 
strength and good health upon you 
and your family. May God bless 

you and replenish your pocket 
abundantly for putting smiles on 
our faces. We will ever remain 
green and grateful to you sir. We 
promise to use the money and the 
items judiciously to become 

prosperous, as well help others to 
grow financially too. We call on 
other well- meaning persons to 
emulate Ebubemba Ikeduru in 
benevolence and chivalry", 
Amarikwa Sharon said.

Ebubemba Ikeduru empowers youths,
women of Umueziogwu Uzoagba
with sewing machines, money, others
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Okija police post attack: Suspects are in our custody
says Anambra police
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

P
olice Command in 
Anambra state says it 
has apprehended the 

mastermind of  an attack on 
police post in Okija, March 
this year. The Commission-
er of  Police in the state, 
Echeng Echeng made the 
revelation during his famil-
iarity and confidence build-
ing tour by the Assistant 
Inspector General of  Police 
in charge of  Zone 13 Ukpo, 
AIG Umar Musa.

According to him, the 
suspect was arrested along-
side three of  his men by po-
lice operatives on the 31st 
of  August 2022.

CP Echeng said the sus-
pects had in March this 
year attacked a police sta-
tion at Okija killing two po-
lice officers.

The Police Commis-
sioner while welcoming 
the AIG to the Command 
in Awka thanked him for 
constant support, guidance, 

advice and encouragement 
which he had always pro-
vided for the command to 
help them in the discharge 
of  their duties.

Mr Echeng reported that 
the security situation in the 
area has continued to im-
prove as the establishment 
of  forward Operating Bases 
in synergy with the military 
and other security agencies 
had stemmed the tide of  
wanton brigandage of  the 
so called unknown gun-
men.

He said many of  them 
had been apprehended and 
weapons recovered while 
kidnapped victims had also 
been rescued while stolen 
vehicles recovered and re-
turned to the lawful owners.

Mr Echeng stated that the 
command has placed lot of  
premium on capacity build-
ing to boost the capability 
of  the officers and men to 
confront security challenges 
in the area.

Addressing some senior 
police officers under the 

command, the Assistant In-
spector General of  Police, 
in charge of  Zone 13, Mr 
Umar Muri who was on a 
working visit , commend-
ed them for the high level 
of  professionalism, com-
mitment and loyalty they 
exhibited during the peri-
od the unknown gunmen 
unleashed terror on police 
formations and other gov-

ernment facilities .
Mr Muri said Anam-

bra state has been able to 
curtail the monster and 
menace of  the unknown 
gunmen through the un-
tiring effort of  the officers 
and men in checkmating 
the activities of  the crimi-
nal elements and the sac-
rifices they made towards 
the success of  “Operation 

Restore Peace”, which was 
established by the Inspector 
General of  Police.

The Assistant Inspector 
General of  Police took time 
to list the laudable efforts 
being made by the IGP 
and his management team 
to improve the welfare and 
service conditions of  police 
personnel which included 
the implementation of  new 

salary structure approved 
by President Muhamadu 
Buhari, timely promotion 
to deserving officers and 
men of  the Nigeria Police 
Force among others.

The AIG used the medi-
um to charge officers and 
men to maintain a high lev-
el of  discipline as it is the 
bedrock of  the force.

National Association of Electricity Employees during a meeting in Owerri.

By Jennifer John 

I
nvestigative journalism 
has been identified as a 
panacea for bad govern-

ance, especially at state and 
local government levels in 
Nigeria.

This was the unanimous 
agreement of  stakeholders 
and resourced persons dur-
ing a seminar on investiga-
tive journalism, organized 
by Ikenga Media and Cul-
tural Awareness Initiative 
(IMCAI), at Villa Gardens 
Hotel on Tuesday 6th Sep-
tember 2022. 

In his welcome address, 
the Chief  Executive Officer 
of  the media outfit, and 
Chido Onumah said the 
seminar aims at fostering 
media independence, to en-
able media practitioners to 
be able to focus sufficient 
searchlight on the activities 
of  political office holders in 
the South East, to promote 
accountability and good 
governance.

He said the project was 
part of  collaborative me-
dia engagement for devel-
opment in inclusivity and 
accountability. He said the 
focus was on the small me-
dia organizations based at 
the state and local govern-
ments across Nigeria.

He added that the semi-

nar was aimed at spreading 
the reach of  the media, to 
ensure multiplicity of  voic-
es on issues of  governance 
and accountability.

Resourced persons who 
delivered lectures during 
the seminar included; For-
mer Police Public Rela-
tions Officer (PPRO) of  
Imo State Police Com-
mand, S.P. Andrew En-
werem, who lectured on 
prioritizing safety while 
carrying out investigative 
journalism.

Former Chairman of  the 
Nigeria Union of  Journal-
ists (NUJ), Imo State coun-
cil and currently a National 
Trustee of  the union, Chief  
Sir Fidel Onyeneke whose 
lecture focused on ethical 
issues in the act of  investi-
gative journalism, advised 
those who venture into in-
vestigative journalism to 
do it within the ethics and 
law guiding journalism 
profession.

The third lecture, deliv-
ered by a renowned jour-
nalist in Imo State, Mr 
Charles Ogugbuaja dwelt 
on the fundamentals of  in-
vestigative reporting.

The event attracted re-
nowned journalists in the 
state from different chapels 
and media establishments 
in the state.

T
he Indigenous People 
of  Biafra, IPOB, has 
vowed to arrest and 

prosecute criminals in the 
south-east  region.

The group disclosed this 
in a statement signed by its 
spokesperson, Emma Pow-
erful on Tuesday.

IPOB said that the game 
has changed, warning every-
one in the region to desist 
from committing crime.

The statement reads: “We 
the global family and move-
ment of  the Indigenous 
People of  Biafra (IPOB) 
under the leadership and 
command of  our indefatiga-
ble Liberator Mazi Nnamdi 
Okwuchukwu KANU wish 
to state unequivocally and 
to all and sundry in Bia-
fraland that IPOB will soon 
commence arrest and prose-
cution of  the destructive ele-

ments in our society.
 “Very soon IPOB leader-

ship will announce this new 
initiative and other terms 
and conditions that will fol-
low. We warn anyone behind 
the criminalities going-on in 
the Eastern Region to stay 
off. Even those in diaspora 
if  you commit we will ar-
rest you ones you are found 
guilty or you may not come 
back home again.

“Don’t play with these 
orders because there is no 
country in the world that 
don’t arrest or judge their cit-
izens and Biafra won’t be ex-
ception.  Therefore, everyone 
should mind what you do in 
the Biafra territory or outside 
Biafra going forward. The 
game has changed and we 
will be doing what is needful 
as we wait for the final whis-
tle to be blown.

Electricity workers threaten strike action 
over poor remuneration, others
By Ikenna Orioha

E
lectricity workers 
under the league of  
National Association 

of  Electricity Employees 
(NUEE), have said that they 
will embark on another strike 
if  their demands are not ade-
quately and timely met by the 
Federal Government, while 
faulting the privatization of  
the power sector by the gov-
ernment in October, 2013.

Speaking in Owerri on 
Monday, the Zonal Secretary 
of  the Union in the South 
East and South South, Comr. 
Ugboaja Joseph Emeka, 
hinted that since the privat-
ization of  the power sector, 
electricity workers have been 
speaking out the anomaly.

Ugboaja stressed that “it is 
an undeniable truth that the 
power sector privatization 
has not added value to the 
lives of  ordinary citizens.

The entire exercise which 
could be described as a cha-
rade has not brought any 
meaningful impact or im-
provement on the people.

Almost nine years of  pow-
er privatization, entitlements 
of  some of  the workers of  
the defunct PHCN had not 
been paid as they suffer un-
told hardship; while some 
have been sent to early grave 

due to frustration and lack of  
fund to attend to health chal-
lenges after being forced out 
of  service under the guise of  
privatization”.

“Similarly, the precarious 
work conditions had im-
posed hardship on existing 
employees in the sector as 
the Generation Companies 
have refused to sign Condi-
tions of  Service guiding em-
ployer/employee relations, 
lack of  workplace democra-
cy, poor remuneration and 
others”, regretting that elec-
tricity tariff  has continued to 
rise without making prepaid 
meters available to consum-
ers despite Federal Govern-
ment’s directive to the Ni-
geria Electricity Regulatory 
Commission.

The group added that “we 
are prepared to use our la-
bour and sweat to liberate 
the sector and the country 
from the clutches of  these 
‘hustlers’ in the power sec-
tor”, saying the union is the 
only voice currently crying in 
the wilderness, but cannot be 
cowed, as they are no longer 
at the era of  master-servant 
relationship.

“We are ready to down tool 
should FG fails to implement 
the 2019 agreement with the 
union on the nonpayment 
of  exit entitlements to ex 

PHCN workers. Nigerians 
should also be informed that 
the two weeks window that 
we gave FG has elapsed. The 
Federal Government should 
be held responsible should 
the union be forced to em-
bark on another nationwide 
strike”

The union was bitter that 

infrastructural development 
by the New Business Own-
ers in the power sector has 
almost gone comatose, while 
the socio-economic status of  
the average worker in the sec-
tor has continued to decline 
due to prevailing harsh econ-
omy.
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2023: Doctors, nurses ‘ll be our agents at 
polling units - Labour Party
I

n order to avoid manip-
ulation of  their results 
at the polling units, the 

Labour Party (LP) has de-
clared that doctors, nurses 
and other medical profes-
sionals will serve as their 
agents in the 2023 presiden-
tial election.

Speaking when Docs&-
Medics4PeterObi, a move-
ment by healthcare profes-
sionals to install a frugal, 
pragmatic and responsible 
government led by Peter 
Obi and Yusuf  Datti Ba-
ba-Ahmed, visited his of-
fice, Abure said he wants 
the list of  all the medical 
personnels across the coun-
try so that they can serve 
as the party’s agents at the 
polling units.

“The support we are get-
ting is unprecedented. Let 
me commend the medical 
doctors, nurses and other 
health personnel for sup-
porting Peter Obi.

“The level of  work and 
the amount of  passion you 
have out into this project 
is unprecedented. Medical 
Doctors, Nurses and other 
health personnel will act as 
our agents in their polling 
units, “ Abure said, adding 
that they are ahead of  peo-
ple who may want to rig the 

election.
He further said, “We are 

ahead of  the people who are 
planning to rig the election 
at the polling units level. 
The current electoral act has 
made our votes secured and 
stop rigging at the polling 
unit through the electronic 
transmission of  election re-
sults.

“Send the list of  Doctors 
and nurses at the polling 
units since they can’t be 
compromised at the poll-
ing. They will serve as our 
agents. If  the medical peo-
ple are there, our votes will 
count.

“Come 2023, I am 
convinced that we will win 
the election. The political 
narrative of  Nigeria will 
change. That is why I am 
no longer sleeping. The La-
bour Party and Peter Obi 
will bring good governance. 
When the time comes for 
campaigns, when we roll 
out our plans, other parties 
will park their things and go. 
Ensure we deliver Peter Obi 
in 2023,” Abure said.

Speaking, the leader of  
Docs&Medics4PeterObi, 
Dr Uche Uzoukwu said 
their association is in all the 
polling units adding that 
they are out to influence Nigeria has 75,601 inmates in prisons nationwide

- Aregbesola

T
he Federal Govern-
ment has disclosed 
that a total of  75,601 

inmates, including 1,271 mil-
itary detainees, are current-
ly behind bars in different 
custodial centres across the 
country. This figure includes 
74,044 males and 1,557 fe-
males.

Of  this figure, only 19,064 
(representing 25 per cent) are 
convicts. The rest are await-
ing trial persons. Minister of  
Interior, Ogbeni Rauf  Ar-
egbesola, stated this yester-
day at the Joint World Press 
Conference organised by the 
Ministry of  Information and 
Culture in Abuja. Aregbeso-
la said that out of  the num-
ber of  those convicted, 3,150 
of  them are on death row 
awaiting execution. He said 
the number of  those in this 
category had swollen over 
time because of  the delay by 
state governors to assent to 
execution warrants pending 
on their tables.

According to the minister, 
one of  the biggest challenges 
facing the custodial facilities 
is the huge number await-
ing trial persons constituting 
a whopping 75 per cent of  
the inmates’ population and 
disproportionately usurping 
resources and space. He ap-
pealed to state governments 

to speed up the justice deliv-
ery system so that justice will 
be quickly delivered for those 
awaiting trial for various of-
fences.

“Many of  them have been 
in detention for periods 
longer than the maximum 
jail terms prescribed for the 
offences they were alleged 
to have committed. Justice 
delayed for these detainees is 
justice denied. “Prosecution 
and defence counsels also 

deliberately ask for long ad-
journments (as delay tactics 
meant to wear each other 
out) and obtain advantage 
for their sides. This should be 
discouraged. “There should 
be a judicial reform that will 
bring all criminal cases to an 
end within a specific period 
once trial begins, as obtains 
in some other countries.

This will clearly eliminate 
the unsavoury state of  long 
and seemingly indeterminate 

Gov Uzodimma advices Imolites not to 
give up on state amidst challenges
By Grace Ofurum

T
he Imo state gov-
ernor, Hope Uzod-
imma has assured 

the state that the numer-
ous challenges been ex-
perienced by the state has 
come to an end. He made 
this declaration during Imo 
Unity prayers and praise 
convention held Tuesday 
at Rear Admiral Ndubuisi 
kanu square in Owerri.

Uzodimma in his speech 
at the event stated that he 
will continue to serve the 
people despite the opposing 
forces. 

He said it’s worth thank-
ing God for the victory 
been experienced in the 
state at present as he noted 
that there were times when 
the government was almost 
overwhelmed by the neg-
ative situation in the state 
but stressed that God inter-
vened through prayers and 
the battles were taken care 
off. 

Uzodimma who visibly 
advised Imolites to rely on 
God and always pray to him 
in times of  challenges said 
he does not have any busi-
ness with the devil and peo-
ple who kill to gain power. 

He noted that Innocent cit-
izens do not deserve to die 
for the sake of  politics.

He stated that against 
the speculation of  peopl e  
about him supporting the 
killing of  innocent citizens, 
he stated that he does not 
in any way support shed-
ding innocent blood and 
warn those who engage in 
such to desist for the inter-
est of  the state.

The governor categor-
ically stated that the way 
things are going in the state 
is an evidence that God has 
taken over the affairs of  the 
state and urged people to 
treat their fellow human be-
ings right as he noted that 
it’s what represents our re-
lationship with God.

The governor pledged to 
continue to partner with 
the church to bring the de-
sired results in the state as 
long as they remain God 
fearing and committed to 
support the government 
that rules with the fear of  
God.

He further advised the 
citizens to continue to 
praise and thank God for 
the sustained victory been 
experienced in the recent 

detention periods for await-
ing trial persons,” he said. 
Aregbesola recalled that at 
the outbreak of  COVID-19, 
the government initiated a 
programme of  amnesty and 
pardon, leading to the release 
of  some inmates, whose 
crimes were not serious, and 
on compassionate grounds. 
The government, he said, 
paid the fines for some while 
others were released based 
on old age or sickness.

Methodist women crying to God during the cleansing exercises.

100,000 Nigeria Health 
practitioners to mobilize 
more than 30 million cit-
izens to take back their 
country and vote for the La-
bour Party at the presiden-
tial election in 2023.

Uzoukwu said medical 
doctors who are leaving the 
country are asking the peo-

ple staying back whether 
their heads are not correct.

“We will stay and take 
back our country. The nurs-
es, Pharmacist Laborato-
ry including the security 
personnel working in the 
hospital have formed state 
groups, local government 
groups and are now moving 

to the ward level.
“We have inaugurat-

ed our ward leaders, now 
moving down to the polling 
units. We want to grow to 
500,000 medical workers 
and encourage them to get 
in touch with 50 people 
which will give us 25 mil-
lion votes for Peter Obi.

“We are now into town 
hall meetings and medical 
outreaches. We call the peo-
ple for medical outreaches 
and after treating them, we 
tell the people the labour 
party logo and encourage 
them to collect their PVCs 
and vote,” Uzoukwu added.

Igbos should develop regional mindset - Chidoka at the World Igbo 
Congress, Austin, Texas 

N
othing in the 1999 
constitution inhibits 
the Southeast states 

from coming together and de-
veloping a regional approach 
to development,” said Osita 
Chidoka at the World Igbo 
Congress on Saturday Sep-
tember 4, at Austin Texas, 
USA. 

Chidoka who spoke on the 
topic “We Have The Power to 
Change Our Destiny”, com-
pared the 1963 constitution 
exclusive list which had 45 
items and the 1999 constitu-
tion with 68 items in the ex-
clusive list and concluded that 
it does not inhibit any state or 
group of  states from unlock-
ing its potentials. 

“A Regional Mindset can 
lead to common standards 
and cooperation in educa-
tion, health, infrastructure, 
human development and se-
curity” he posited. 

The former Minister of  
Aviation called on the South-
east to rise and engage the 
rest of  the country as any 
presidential candidate will 
need to win in four zones to 
emerge victorious in Nige-
ria. “Without the votes of  at 
least four zones a presidential 
quest will be difficult if  not 
impossible, President Buhari 
tried three times with North-
ern votes without success. He 
got it when he worked with 
a national platform that de-

livered one zone of  the South 
and decisive win in the middle 
belt states” Chidoka analysed.

Earlier, Obi of  Onitsha 
Igwe Alfred Achebe, in his 
address called on Ndi Igbo to 
think beyond the Southeast in 
defining Ala Igbo. He traced 
the challenges facing Ndi Igbo 
in Nigeria and recommended 
increased political conscious-
ness, peaceful coexistence 
with our neighbors and host 
communities and renewed 
commitment to investment in 
Igbo land. 

The World Igbo Congress, 
Inc. (WIC) is a non-profit cor-
poration registered with the 
secretary of  state of  the State 
of  Texas. 
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ote trading is a national Vmalaise and requires the 
i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  a  

multiplicity of stakeholders, 
agencies, and groups to address 
it.

At the root of the problem is 
the economic imbalance and 
inequality in our society, which, if 
fixed, would to a large extent 
reduce the number of poor 
people whose vulnerability 
currently is such that they can 
easily be dangled pittances in 
exchange for  their  votes.  
However, it is also a paradox that 
t h o s e  s a d d l e d  w i t h  t h e  
responsibility to fix the economy 
are also the primary beneficiaries 
of the vote trade – politicians.

Vote trading refers to an 
activity in which a political party, 
candidate, or interest uses money 
or its equivalent to influence the 
choice of an electorate.

Interestingly, what started as 
vote buying has since met with 
vote selling, resulting in vote 
trading. This is what makes the 
p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n  m o r e  
worrisome.

Of late I have come to classify 
vote trading into three different 
levels, like most trading, namely: 
w h o l e s a l e ,  
middlemen/middlewomen, and 
retail.

The first paradox in this 
discourse is to acknowledge that 
v o t e  t r a d i n g  i s  a  d i r e c t  
consequence of the fact that, 
more than ever before, votes in 
Nigeria now count and election 
results are now a reflection of the 
actual votes of the people.

Another paradox I see is 
where citizens, as represented by 
voters  (whether  at  party  
primaries or general elections), 
are willing to trade their votes to 
beneficiaries and still look 
fo r w a r d  t o  g o o d  q u a l i t y  
governance or turn around and 
complain about what is wrong in 
governance.

It's also a paradox that until 
very recently, we focused too 
often on the retail level of vote 
trading (by the voter at the 
general election) and leave out 
the wholesale trader and the 
middleman/middlewoman. The 
reason for the above is because 
the trading at the higher levels is 
usually done by the elite and 
typically, the elite protects its 
o w n .  N o  d o u b t ,  t h e  
middleman/woman only existed 
on the fringe and was usually 
operating in the dark, until vote 
trading became a business sector 
with its own life.

Paradoxically, this year, there 
has been a sudden and huge 
f o c u s  o n  t h e  
middlemen/middlewomen of the 
vote-trading industry, the party 

delegates, as against the previous 
attention given to them.

The main reason for this 
attention is because, in passing 
the new Electoral Act 2022, the 
National Assembly inadvertently 
excluded the political elite 
(elected and appointed public 
office holders) from qualifying to 
become delegates. Thus, those 
who emerged delegates were 
among the 'ordinary', 'regular' 
crowd of party members. Also 
before now, these delegates were 
handpicked loyalists of the elite 
caucuses in the major parties. But 
the present delegates are very 
conscious of their powers every 
four years, and have made it clear 
that they will cash out, as well.

Thus, the usual culprit of vote 
trading, the political elite, who 
now felt excluded from the trade, 
raised the alarm more than ever 
about the activities of the new 
kids on the trading block.

In a paradox, therefore, the 
complaint has not been so much 
about the trading during the 
party primaries, but more 
because it seemed that the 
money budgeted by the political 
parties and aspirants this time 
went to 'money miss roads'. 
Some of the sellers of votes as 
delegates, on suddenly coming in 
contact with such huge amounts 
of money, allegedly given in 
dollars, too easily squealed or 
showed off with their loots. I had 
posited back then that what we 
had was “DollarGate: when 
delegates meet dollars!” The 
word on the street today is that 
the resort to trading votes in 
dollars (what was spent so far and 
is being stockpiled for the general 
elections) is part of the causative 
factors of the fall in the value of 
the naira against the dollar.

It is further a paradox that 
even though we all decried it, 
especially in the media and in 
discussions and chitchats, many 
generally wished they were the 
delegates. Thus, members of 

various communities, traditional, 
cultural, alumni associations, 
religious groups, etc., all wished 
that  their  members  were 
d o l l a rga t e s  o r  t h a t  s u c h  
dollargates could be targeted to 
support their communities, 
especially during the various 
ubiquitous fundraising events.

There is no doubt that with 
the way the wholesale and 
middle person trading of votes 
has gone, the retail traders in 
votes have gotten the impetus to 
also involve in the trade without 
the feeling of guilt and in some 
cases, raise their asking prices. It 
becomes worse when people 
believe that all politicians and 
political parties are the same and 
would treat them and the public 
offices the same way as all others. 
T h e y  t h e n  j u s t i f y  b e i n g  
c o m p e n s a t e d  f o r  v o t i n g  
politicians into office. With such a 
mindset, the voter who is ready to 
sell his vote would naturally go for 
the highest bidder.

It is a further paradox that 
many of these citizens do not see 
themselves as  capable of  
intrinsically effecting change in 
society with the choices they 
make, even in the electoral 
system. This is what has further 
exacerbated the kind of vote 
buying we have seen in recent 
times. Vote trading has thus gone 
beyond individual transactions 
but the architecture often 
includes community members 
t h ro u g h  co o p e rat i o n  a n d  
collaboration, now giving rise to 
another level in the chain – 
o rga n i s e d  o r  co o p e rat i ve  
retailing. This, therefore, makes it 
difficult for a casual onlooker of 
the events to be able to identify 
them.

Sometimes too, the vote 
t ra d i n g  m a y  i n v o l v e  t h e  
collaboration of or the aiding and 
abetting of the election and 
security officials at the polling 
unit. This could happen either by 
failure to ensure adequate 

arrangement to guarantee 
secrecy of the vote or failure to 
take steps to prevent those who 
try to breach the rules. But in 
looking at this, we must however 
seriously weigh the importance 
of allowing a smooth process for 
every voter to cast his/her vote, 
for the vote to be counted and 
recorded on the one hand and the 
need to insist on the rule, 
including an attempt at stopping 
or apprehending rules violators, 
the attempt of which could lead 
to a breakdown of law and order 
and possible disruption of 
election in the polling unit.

Yet another paradox is that 
eve n  w h e n  t h e  e l e c to ra l  
guidel ines,  processes  and 
officials make all the efforts to 
ensure the protection of the 
secrecy of the vote, a voter who 
him/herself is interested or 
poised on exposing how he/she 
has voted will find every means of 
doing so, in collaboration with the 
buyer, who obviously needs proof 
of value for money. As I also like to 
allude, the current process is akin 
to when we talk about the 
collusion of two consenting 
adults to engage in any act, just 
like in the sex trade.

It would then seem that the 
election is one huge bazaar where 
everyone looks to pick something 
for themselves, depending on 
their location on the vote trading 
value chain.

Interestingly, whenever any 
of the above happens, it is the 
election management body 
( E M B ) ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  t h e  
Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) that gets all 
the flak. However, the truth is 
that vote trading is a national 
mala ise  and requires  the 
involvement of a multiplicity of 
stakeholders, agencies, and 
groups to address it.

T h e  l a w  e n fo r c e m e n t  
agencies, including the Economic 
and Financial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC) must ensure appropriate 
steps to stem or react to incidents 
of vote trading, before, during, 
and after each election. I am not 
sure we yet have records of 
anybody picked or investigated 
for vote trading during all the 
political party primaries this year.

At the root of the problem is 
the economic imbalance and 
inequality in our society, which, if 
fixed, would to a large extent 
reduce the number of poor 
people whose vulnerability 
currently is such that they can 
easily be dangled pittances in 
exchange for  their  votes.  
However, it is also a paradox that 
t h o s e  s a d d l e d  w i t h  t h e  
responsibility to fix the economy 
are also the primary beneficiaries 
of the vote trade – politicians. 
Therefore, it would appear that it 

serves their purpose to keep the 
economy in shambles, in order to 
sustain the vote trading market 
dynamics.

We also need to reform our 
politics and political parties to 
make them more moralistic in 
their approach to acquiring 
power, rather than see the 
election as a do-or-die process. 
But this seems impossible as long 
a s  t h e r e  a r e  n o  d i r e  
consequences for electoral 
o f f e n c e s  a n d  
recklessness/ inept itude in  
government.

Another place to focus on is 
the excessive amount fixed by 
political parties as nomination 
fees. I am sure that one reason 
many delegates justify their 
extortion of aspirants must be 
because they imagine that if an 
aspirant could pay that much 
money for the nomination, then 
there must be more where that 
comes from and they demand a 
share of it.

The above also creates its 
own paradox, because many of 
these politicians have been 
known to go a-borrowing and 
selling personal assets just to 
fund their political ambitions. In 
such instances, their primary 
objective in government is to 
r e c o u p  s p e n t  f u n d s  f o r  
themselves  or  their  loyal  
sponsors – and as said earlier, 
these are the same folks the vote-
selling electorate depends on to 
fix the economy, govern right or 
reduce costs of governance.

This would therefore explain 
the high cost of vote buying in the 
most recent elections in Nigeria, 
including the governorship 
elections in Ekiti and Osun States 
where some reports indicate that 
as much as N10, 000 or even up to 
N20, 000 may have been paid for 
votes in some locations.

While we all take steps to 
stem vote trading, we must not 
focus so much on it as the 
signpost of our elections, to the 
extent of overshadowing the 
more positive side of the 
elections. These positives include 
the fact that our electoral system 
has experienced a huge leap of 
credibility over the last few 
elections and the various election 
cycles, the very reason the 
politicians have resorted to 
getting genuine votes by all 
means necessary as one of the 
preferred vote rigging methods, 
rather than the old practice of 
relying on cooked-up figures.

T h i s  i s  t h e  tex t  o f  a  
presentation made at The 
Electoral Forum Policy Dialogue 
on Addressing Vote Trading in 
Nigeria: Lessons from Global 
Comparative Experiences on 
Fr iday,  2nd September at  
Rockview Hotel Royale, Abuja.

The paradox of vote trading in Nigeria

Interestingly, whenever any of  the above happens, 

it is the election management body (EMB), in this 

case, the Independent National Electoral 

Commission (INEC) that gets all the flak. 

However, the truth is that vote trading is a 

national malaise and requires the involvement of  a 

multiplicity of  stakeholders, agencies, and groups 

to address it.

“
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ecord keepers say public Runiversities have, since 
1999, been shut down 

16 times for a period totaling 62 
months (more than five years) 
and still counting. That sounds 
like a death knell for an 
education system that has been 
ailing for at least four decades. 
Having witnessed the collapse 
of  education at the primary and 
secondary levels, why do we 
pretend that the tertiary level 
still exists?

Like a patient in intensive 
care, education has had the 
members of  the Academic Staff  
Union of  Universities (ASUU) 
as doctors and nurses attending 
to it. This week, they have 
removed the oxygen mask. A 
d e c l a r a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  
under take r,  the  Fede ra l  
Government of  Nigeria, and its 
agents is being awaited.

For the university teachers, 
it has been a long struggle. 
ASUU signed an agreement 
with the government in 2009. 
Unfortunately, it was in the 
same year that a sect known as 
B o k o  H a r a m  ( “ We s t e r n  
education is  forbidden”) 
emerged from the shadows to 
wage a war on education. And 
the government seems to have 
been listening to Boko Haram 
rather than to ASUU, hence it 
has refused to fulfil its own part 
of  the agreement. Boko Haram 
has won; ASUU has lost the 
fight.

Today I won't dwell on 
arguments for or against ASUU 
and the government. I have 
written scores of  articles on the 
education system. Two years 
ago, I published a book to draw 
everyone's attention to the 
unsustainability of  the current 
e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m ,  t h e  
impossibility of  ASUU getting 
its demands, and a workable 
solution to the education mess 
in the 21st century. The book, 
which has received acceptance 
from readers of  every hue, is 
Jobseeker to Entrepreneur: 
How Career-focused Education 
Can Multiply Businesses and 
Inspire Leaders. Our political 
leaders and education planners 
might choose to skirt round the 
subject, but I have little doubt we 
would eventually come back to 
the beginning: a new education 
system that is sustainable and 
useful. Any venture founded on 
fraud is bound to collapse, no 
matter how long it takes; so has 
it been with a flawed education 
system.

I'm a major victim of  
perennial  ASUU str ikes.  
Because I can't afford to send 
my children abroad – as 

m i n i s t e r s ,  l a w m a k e r s ,  
governors, presidents and their 
collaborators do – three of  them 
have been trapped in federal 
universities. Each has lost two 
years already. And ASUU has 
now drawn a battle line by 
making  i t s  l a te s t  s t r ike  
indefinite. A greater problem for 
me now is not that they're at 
home, they are threatening not 
to return to school.

“We are all victims,” says 
ASUU in its press release of  29 
August signed by its president, 
Professor Emmanuel Osodeke, 
e v e n  a s  i t  p l e a d s  f o r  
“understanding, solidarity and 
sacrifices of  all to ensure that 
every qualified Nigerian youth 
who cannot afford the cost of  
private university education or 
foreign studies has unhindered 
access to quality university 
education”. The strike, it adds, 
is  meant to save public  
universities from a government 
that “never believed in saving 
public universities from the 
misfortunes that have befallen 
Nigeria's public primary and 
secondary schools” and to 
“prevent members of  the 
Nigerian ruling class and their 
foreign collaborators from 
further destroying whatever is 
left of  our public universities”.

I sympathise with the dons. 
Their adversaries believe they 
could be starved to submission. 
That's why they've ignored them 
and denied them salaries for 
seven months now. And, truly, 
most of  the professors are in 
distress. Some have put up their 
cars for sale; some have 
exhausted their borrowing 
capacity; some can't pay the fees 

of  their children in private 
universities or abroad; and some 
can't buy the drugs they use to 
manage their ailments. For 
persevering for seven months 
and still refusing to kowtow to 
the threats of  Boko Haram 
sympathisers, the teachers in the 
federal universities deserve 
kudos.

We  e x p e c t  t h a t  t h e  
government will try to reopen 
the universities and perhaps 
proscribe ASUU next week. 
Vice-chancellors, all of  whom 
are swimming in money from all 
sources, may be asked to 
advertise the jobs of  the striking 
teachers. But they won't 
succeed. If  ASUU members 
have endured hunger and 
humiliation for seven months, 
they won't die in one more year. 
We parents are ready to 
contribute funds for their 
upkeep until this government 
leaves by May 2023.

We 've  seen  how the  
hypocrites have run Nigeria 
aground in just a few years. 
Before power was thrust on 
them – they were never prepared 
for governance but for war 
anyway – they sided with 
ASUU. The current education 
minister, Adamu Adamu, wrote 
several pieces condemning the 
Jonathan administration for 
r e n e g i n g  o n  t h e  2 0 0 9  
agreement.

The then opposition and 
now ruling APC had in its 
communique of  5 December, 
2013, commented on a previous 
ASUU strike: “The current 
impasse has paralysed tertiary 
e d u c a t i o n  n a t i o n w i d e ,  
compromised security by 

creating idle youth, potentially 
foreclosing prospects for a 
bright future.

“This is not the time for 
threats but partnerships and 
compromise because the youths 
are our best resources for 
tomorrow.

“As a political party, as 
parents and guardians, our heart 
goes out to millions of  our 
youths who have been deprived 
their right to education for over 
half  of  an academic session 
through no fault of  theirs.”

C o u l d  a n y  p a r t y  o r  
government be more insincere?   

To avoid the collateral 
damage these buccaneers in 
power may cause, ASUU 
should maintain dignified 
silence. Just leave the campuses 
for them. Students won't return 
once they realise that their 
lecturers won't be in classrooms. 
Even if  the VCs advertise 
vacancies, no truly qualified 
candidate will respond to them. 
And if  the university authorities 
dare to give some jobseekers 
employment letters, that would 
mean double trouble for a 
government that has refused to 
pay ASUU members for the 
period they have been on strike.

“No work, no pay” is trash 
talk by those bent on abolishing 
We s t e r n  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  
replacing it with their own 
brand of  education. Workers in 
four moribund refineries earn 
four times more than professors, 
yet they do no work. Senators 
and other “lawmakers” earn in 
one month what professors earn 
in two or three years by just 
shouting “Aye” and “Nay” once 
a month. If  those who don't 

work in Nigeria were to be 
denied their pay, the wage bill of  
every state and the federal 
government would drop by 
90%.

We hear that some APC 
governors seek to intervene in 
the FG-ASUU faceoff. Of  
course, it's an election year and 
t h e y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
implications of  electioneering at 
this time. The party that came to 
power seven years ago on the 
wings of  certain policies has 
become a huge disappointment. 
It knows it has little chance at 
the polls coming in five months, 
what with a new electoral law 
that is sure to curtail rigging. 
What would the campaigners 
say to the electorate this time? 
Just as their fear of  an uprising 
has made them delay removal of  
“petrol subsidy”, the fear of  
students and parents stoning 
them on campaign grounds is 
making the governors seek to 
intervene. Their intervention 
might mean paying the backlog 
of  salaries owed ASUU or at 
least a half  of  them. The 
teachers should use their sixth 
sense – and use a long spoon – 
while eating with politicians.

Every voter but Boko 
Haram and its adherents will be 
remembering ASUU and a 
destroyed education system on 
their way to the polling booth in 
February. Who knows, the 
general  e lect ion may be 
p o s t p o n e d  o r  c a n c e l l e d  
outright. Having manifested all 
indices of  a failed state, Nigeria 
seems to be living on borrowed 
time. Boko Haram may still 
have one last joker up its sleeves.

By Aniebo Nwamu

Boko Haram wins, ASUU loses 

Buhari
Osodeke
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Anambra Govt reaffirms commitment 
to support young farmers
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he Anambra State 
Commissioner for 
Agriculture, Dr Fos-

ter Ihejiofor, has reiterated 
government commitment 
towards supporting young 
farmers for increased food 
production.

Dr Ihejiofor made the com-
mitment while receiving in 
audience a delegation from 
Food Soldiers Co Operative 
Society, Nnamdi Azikiwe 
University, Awka, on Mon-
day, in his office. 

According to the Commis-
sioner, the present adminis-
tration is poised to reverse the 
practice of  over dependence 
on a section of  the nation for 

food supply and consump-
tion. 

He explained that his 
Ministry has been playing a 
key role in existing various 
initiatives and programmes 
that would enhance urban 
agriculture as well as main-
streaming regenerative sys-
tem of  farming. 

“It is in line with the agen-
da of  government to tackle 
food insecurity and scarcity. 
That is why we encourage 
everybody to be a farmer, giv-
en our strategic support, a lot 
could be achieved in urban 
agriculture.” 

While challenging youths 
to get involved in agriculture 
to fight hunger, he urged the 
group to upscale their pro-
duce and research on how 

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he member repre-
senting Awka South 
2 Constituency in 

the Anambra State House 
of  Assembly, Honoura-
ble Chukwuma Okoye has 
called on parents to use this 
holiday period to engage 
their children in meaningful 
ventures to safeguard them 
from acts capable of  jeop-
ardizing their future.

The lawmaker made the 
call while presenting school 
fees to thirty five students 
who secured first, second 
and third positions in exam-
inations conducted for hun-
dreds of  secondary students 
who participated in one-
month free holiday lessons 
organized by the legislator 
in seven communities that 
make up Awka South Two 
Constituency.

Speaking while presenting 
the cash to the beneficiar-
ies, Honourable Okoye ex-
plained that the money cov-
ers their WAEC and school 
fees for the next academic 
session and charged the stu-
dents to keep studying hard 
to achieve their dreams. He 
further said the gesture was 
his own way of  keeping the 
students busy during holiday 
as well as discourage them 
from engaging in crime.

On his part, the Coordina-
tor, Honourable Chukwuma 
Okoye Free Holiday Les-
sons, Mr. Chukwudubem 
Nwana informed the gather-
ing that students Honoura-
ble Okoye paid their WAEC 
and school fees are junior 
and secondary school stu-
dents from various commu-
nities within Awka South 
Two Constituency school-
ing in secondary schools 

across Anambra State.
He disclosed that all the 

students that attended the 
one-month free holiday les-
sons were examined in Eng-
lish, Mathematics, Geogra-
phy, Chemistry and Biology 
and the best candidates were 
selected and honoured.

Expressing appreciation 
to the legislator, a teacher 
in Community Secondary 
School, Amawbia, Mrs 
Mirian Okoye described 
him as a lover of  education 
who has always discharged 
his legislative duties to the 
satisfaction of  his constitu-
ents and called on others to 
emulate him.

In their separate speech-
es, some of  the beneficiar-
ies, Prosper Chidiebere and 
Arinze Ude, thanked the 
lawmaker for his kind ges-
ture, assuring him that they 
will make him proud in his 
reelection bid come 2023 
general election.

Bene�ciaries pose with Hon. Chukwuma Okoye’s school fees support in Anambra

best to develop cultivation of  
crops for optimal result. “It 
is a learning process, if  you 
encounter any challenge, you 
interrogate it and find solu-
tion to it,” he added. 

The Commissioner used 
the occasion to draw atten-
tion to unwholesome prac-
tices by unscrupulous food 
items dealers who use chem-
icals to contaminate food 

items and poison people in 
the process, noting that gov-
ernment would intervene to 
protect public health.

Earlier, President of  the So-
ciety, Stephen Ozoagu, told 
the Commissioner that they 
launched a campaign to take 
food items such as cucumber, 
green pepper, musk melon, 
Indian melon, golden melon 
as well as vegetables to every 

home in Anambra State. 
He said they came to ex-

plore areas of  collaboration 
with the Ministry to boost 
production of  the tomatoes 
and vegetables which could 
be grown, harvested and con-
sumed fresh using a new con-
cept of  bucket planting.

While taking turns to ap-
preciate the Ministry, a mem-
ber of  the cooperative society, 

Chinyere Oforah, shared the 
challenges being faced by the 
young Farmers in Nigeria.

She identified funding 
and lack of  training as one 
of  their major challenges, 
but quickly added that with 
various futuristic solutions, 
government would make an 
impact on its quest to be one 
of  the biggest food producers 
among states.

Methodist women stage ‘Cleanse Abia’ 
prayers at Umuahia junctions 
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

L
ying on the ground 
and crying onto 
God for salvation of  

Abia State from evil altars, 
women of  Methodist Church 
Nigeria on Tuesday, caused 
a stir in Umuahia, the State 
capital. The women, drawn 

from different Circuits  of  
Methodist Church in Abia 
State, marched round the 
city, praying, singing and 
raising their hands up in 
application to save Abia 
State from what they called 
evil alters tormenting the 
development and progress 
of  God’s own State. They 
prayed God to forgive the sins 

of  Abia and set her free from 
powers of  darkness. The 
junction-by-junction prayers 
however, assumed a dramatic 
dimension at Orpet junction 
along Umuahia-Ikot Ekpene 
highway, when the women, 
even in their sterling Church 
uniform, rolled on ground 
crying.

Vehicles heading into 
World Bank Housing Estate 
and Umuafai community 
were delayed for several 
minutes while the praying 
lasted as the access road 
was blocked the prayer 
hammering women.

After the Orpet junction 
gathering, the Methodist 
women proceeded to Bende 
road Tower beside NUJ press 
centre, where they rounded 
up the edifice in another 
round of  prayers.

Holding hands and 
neutralizing alleged blood 
sacrifices perfume in some 
parts of  Abia, the women 
said the liberation of  Abia 
must start now, as people of  
God have risen to defeat the 
forces of  evil withholding 
the progress of  Abia. When 
approached by Journalists to 
speak on their State cleansing 

march, a male Priest of  the 
Methodist Church who 
coordinated the cleansing 
exercise, Rev Caleb Ekennadi 
regretted that Abia State 
has not attained the height 
she ought to, because of  evil 
setbacks.

Rev Ekennadi who 
identified himself  as a roving 
missionary in the Methodist 
Church Nigeria, expressed 
disappointment with the 
slow pace of  development in 
Abia, adding that the State 
had achieved nothing in 
development, when compared 
to other States 

Rev Ekennadi said, “We 
are begging God to forgive the 
sins of  Abia. 31 years there is 
nothing to show for it. If  you 
go to other states like us, you 
will see the difference.”

The priest lamented that 
three things namely, blood 
sacrifices, adultery and idol 
worshipping were allegedly 
behind the slow progress of  
development in Abia and 
asked Abians to seek the face 
of  God. He further declared 
that the next Governor 
of  Abia must be ready to 
surrender himself  or herself  
to the will of  Almighty God.

Police rescues 15 children from fake
Reverend Sister in Rivers State
From Godson Nwosu, 
Port Harcourt

T
he Rivers state po-
lice command has 
rescued 15 children 

from a suspected fake Rev-
erend sister who is allegedly 
involved in child theft. 

The suspected Reverend 
Sister known as Maureen 
Wechinwu is allegedly in-
volved in child theft at her 
residence in Aluu Commu-
nity in Ikwerre Local Gov-
ernment Area of  the state. 

The Commissioner of  
Police Friday Eboka who 
paraded the suspect and 

twenty others suspects at 
the command headquar-
ters in Port Harcourt, said 
arrests were made possible 
after operative of  CP Moni-
toring Unit acting on intelli-
gence stormed the residence 
of  the suspect and recov-
ered children.  

The police commissioner 
said some of  the minor’s 
narrated how they were kid-
napped and given to the sus-
pected fake Reverend Sister 
who allegedly sold them to 
her customers both within 
and outside the state. 

The CP also spoke on 
the arrest of  gun runners, 

a Boat driver who Rob his 
passengers of  their belong-
ings at gunpoint and a Car 
syndicate identified as If-
eanyi Nneji who specialise 
in stealing motorcycle. 

Speaking to newsmen, 
the suspected fake Reverend 
Sister, Maureen Wechinwu 
revealed that she use to be 
a Reverend Sister. She also 
admitted to have paid the 
suppliers of  the children 
some amount of  money. 

News Echo reports that 21 
suspects, were paraded, six 
arms, vehicle nine, fifteen 
children and one mobile 
phone were recovered.
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T
he Secretary of  Pen-
tecostal Fellowship of  
Nigeria, Abia State 

Chapter, Rev. Dr. Blessed 
Amalambu has bemoaned 
the poor standard of  living of  
Abians since the creation of  
the State.

Rev. Amalambu who is also 
the State Coordinator of  Na-
tional Anti-Corruption Vol-
unteer Corps (NAVC) of  the 
Independent Corrupt Prac-
tices and Other Related Of-
fences Commission (ICPC), 
regretted that the corruption 
had, over the years, bedeviled 
the State, thereby resulting 
in her seemingly snail-pace 
movement

The clergy lamented that 
the state lacked the various 
social amenities, which oth-
er developed sister-states are 
characterised by,

that characterised devel-
oped cities that have evident-
ly faired progressively.

Rev. Amalambu spoke dur-
ing an exclusive interview 
with famousreporters.com, 
in Umuahia, the state’s cap-
ital, insisting that, at 31, the 
inhabitants of  Abia had not 
so particularly to celebrate 
except for the gift of  life from 
God.

He decried the penurious 
condition of  the state, as he 
attributed the low standard 
of  living of  the inhabitants 
to non payment of  salaries 
and gratuities of  workers and 
pensioners, respectively.

 Amalambu stated point-
edly that the state was be-
deviled by corruption, which 
he wailed had crippled the 
economy and consequently 
turning same into an object 
of  mockery, as he argued 
whether the state was under 
a spell. “The standard of  

At 31, I wonder if Abia is cursed
- PFN Secretary, Amalambu

living in Abia is so very low 
because workers in the State 
are not being paid. So, if  we 
talk about celebrating Abia, 
we only thank God because 
we’re alive; we thank God be-
cause he has given us peace 
which is very very important 
and key to development but 
other areas corruption has so 
bedeviled Abia to a point that 
we cannot see any meaning-
ful development in the State.

“So, all I’m saying is that, 
I don’t know whether it’s a 
curse upon Abia that our past 
and present leaders have not 
deemed it necessary to em-
bark on progressive ventures 
to develop Abia and improve 
the standard of  living of  Abi-
ans.

“When you talk about 
what makes a progressive 
and developed state, you con-
sider the health facilities, con-
sider how the infrastructure 
in the medical and Health 
Managing Boards and Hos-
pital. Often times, the public 
health facilities are nothing 
to write home about, you can 
not obtain good medication 
because of  the workers there 
are not being paid, Doctors 
are always on strike because 
they are being owed many 
months and they have been 
on strike for many months, 
leaving Abians at the mercy 
of  private hospital which is 
not a good thing.

Continuing, the embittered 
Abian said: “If  you want to 
talk about, talk about our in-
stitutions, when we go round 
the public institutions from 
primary to secondary and to 
tertiary is lacgging behind so 
much because no facilities to 
encourage good learning and 
good teaching which adverse-
ly affect our children. Which 

Osisioma �yover commissioned completed by Ikpeazu.

E
x-Minister of  Educa-
tion Obiageli Ezekwe-
sili has queried the 

redeployment of  a former 
Director in charge of  Infor-
mation and Communication 
Technology (ICT) with the 
Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC).

Engr. Paul Omokore, Di-
rector, Planning and Mon-
itoring Department, Head-
quarters, Abuja, moved as 
the new Director ICT, Head-
quarters, Abuja while Engr. 
Chidi Nwafor, who was 
the Director, ICT was rede-
ployed as the Administrative 
Secretary, Enugu State.

But on Tuesday, Ezekwe-
sili, a former Vice President 
of  the World Bank, queried 

the move saying there was no 
sense in changing a winning 
team.

She tweeted: “My grouse 
with @inecnigeria is the in-
comprehensible redeploy-
ment of  a competent Direc-
tor of  ICT whose team has 
recorded a string of  credible 
elections in recent times. 

“It makes absolutely no 
sense to change a “winning 
team” except of  course there 
is something more to this. 
“The incredible difference 
that competent integration 
of  Technology has brought to 
our electoral process makes 
one nervous about the rede-
ployment of  @inecnigeria‘s 
Team that achieved so much.

Osisioma Flyover: Extend projects to other senatorial 
districts, Sen. Kalu urges Ikpeazu

S
enator representing 
Abia North senatorial 
district and the Chief  

Whip of  the Senate, Sena-
tor Dr. Orji Uzor Kalu has 
congratulated the state Gov-
ernor, Okezie Ikpeazu on the 
successful completion and 
commissioning of  Osisioma 
flyover in Aba.

The former governor in a 
goodwill message on Mon-
day urged Ikpeazu to do 
more and extend his projects 
to other senatorial districts of  
the state.

Sponsored he said, “I con-
gratulate Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu on the commission-
ing of  the Osisioma Flyover 
by Governor Nyesom Wike 
of  Rivers State” “The gov-
ernor has done well on this 
and we must commend him. 
However, like Oliver Twist, 
we urge him to do more and 
also extend it to other senato-
rial districts.”

Eastern Rail Project: You 
are being economical with 
the truth, Ohanaeze blasts 

FG 
The apex Igbo so-

cio-cultural organiza-
tion, Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo has reject-
ed the reasons advanced by 
the Federal Government for 
stopping construction on the 
Port Harcourt-Enugu-Mai-
duguri rail line describing it 
another instance of  the Mo-
hammadu Buhari-led Feder-
al Government’s disdain for 
Ndigbo.” We are all aware 
of  the level of  insecurity in 
the North-East, but it did 
not stop the Federal Govern-
ment from doing a rail pro-
ject to the Niger Republic, 
another country. But once 
the South-East is involved, 
they would always find rea-
son to justify their hatred 
and disdain for Ndigbo”, 
the group stated in a press 
statement issued Tuesday 
by the National President 
of  Ohanaeze Ndigbo Youth 
Council Worldwide, Mazi 
Okwu Nnabuike. The state-
ment was  in reaction to the 

announcement by Nigeria’s 
Minister of  Transportation, 
Engr. Mu’azu Sambo that 
the Federal Government has 
been left with no choice but 
to halt the ongoing 

The Minister, while in-
specting the work done so 
far, disclosed that the con-
tractor in charge of  the pro-
ject, China Civil Engineering 
and Construction Company 
(CCEC) had often com-
plained of  incessant attacks 
on its workers around the 
Abia State axis of  the rail 
corridor.

Okwu amongst others 
said, “even a child knows 
that the Minister was eco-
nomical with the truth with 
his claims that the project 
was stopped owing to in-
security, so we can’t be de-
ceived with such hogwash.

 “We are all aware of  the 
level of  insecurity in the 
North-East, but it did not 
stop the Federal Govern-
ment from doing a rail pro-
ject to the Niger Republic, 

one do I outline and which 
do I discard? this nonpay-
ment of  salaries of  teachers 
and none tutorial staff  make 
it also

We may see strike which 
also set back the academic 
sector of  the state, if  we talk 
about other areas such like 
good road networks that’s the 
most disheartening aspect of  
Abia. Up until today, Abia 
state remains the worst state 
with the road network. Every 
other state around Abia en-
joys smooth ride with mini-
mum or no pot holes.

“For instance, Ebony 
state, Akwa-Ibom, calabar, 
I have driven those areas, 
Enugu and the rest of  them. 
But when it comes to Abia, 
Abia roads are like dead trap 
which is, Aruchukwu for in-
stance, it will take you 4-5 
hours to get to Aruchuchwu 
and many other neighboring 
cities within Abia. 

So you see that Abia has 
not faired well, What about 
Electricity which is an area of  
concern and the a yardstick 
for measuring a developed 
city, nation or state, to deter-
mine its progress.

On his to Abians on the 
anniversary, he said: “Now 
that the election is so close, 
we should shine our eyes if  
we really have Abia at heart. 
If  you compare Abia with 
Akwa Ibom, Ebonyi and 

Enugu states, you will see 
and feel the impact of  good 
leadership in those States. 
You will see basic amenities, 
good road network and oth-
er positive things but when 
you come back to Abia, you 
will think that Abia is under 
a curse.

“So we can break that 
curse through fervent prayers 
and voting wisely to vote out 

corruption. Let Abia youths 
and the workers who are 
the worst victims of  corrupt 
leadership arise and vote in 
credible men and women; 
people who hate evil, people 
that have the mind and might 
to develop Abia and give 
Abians what they need, right 
from the governor to the State 
House of  Assembly.

“Let there be a holistic ap-

praisal of  how we vote in the 
year 2023 general election. 
We should use our Perma-
nent Voter Cards wisely and 
religiously vote in credibility. 
We should remember that 
when the righteous is on the 
throne, you will see progress, 
prosperity and the standard 
of  living of  the people will 
improve because the man 
that fears the Lord is at the 
helm of  affairs.”

another country. But once 
the South-East is involved, 
they would always find rea-
son to justify their hatred and 
disdain for Ndigbo.

 “This is seven years of  
the Buhari administration, 
yet no rail line project has 
been done in the South-East, 
whereas other zones have 
been engaging train servic-
es for quite a long time. It is 
another sad commentary of  
how Ndigbo have been rele-
gated by the current admin-
istration.”

He urged the Federal Gov-
ernment to stop playing poli-
tics with everything, stressing 
that, “it is more saddening 
considering that the money 
being used for these projects 
is borrowed and the people 
of  the South-East are part of  
those that are bearing the re-
payment burden.

 “This is why we reject in 
its entirety the Minister’s 
assertion and demand that 
work should immediately 
commence on that rail line.”

… Says we’re only celebrating life
… State bedeviled by corruption
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istory was made last HFriday as the Special 
A d v i s e r  t o  t h e  

Governor and General Manager 
of  Owerri Capital Development 
Authori ty  (OCDA) Engr.  
Francis Chukwu became the first 
General Manager of  the Agency 
to bag an award of  Excellence 
from State Executive Council 
(SEC) of  Amalgamated Union 
of  Public Corporations, Civil 
S e r v i c e  Te c h n i c a l  a n d  
R e c r e a t i o n a l  S e r v i c e s  
Employees (AUPCTRE) which 
is the umbrella union body of  all 
the OCDA workers during the 
6th Quadrennial State Delegates 
Conference (SDC) of  the Union 
at Imo State Labour House 
Owerri.

Receiving the award, the 
Special Adviser and General 
Manager of  Owerri Capital 
D e v e l o p m e n t  A u t h o r i t y  
(OCDA) Engr. Francis Chukwu 
expressed delight over the 
honour done to him by the 
Labour Union and sincerely 
thanked the State Executives of  
AUPCTRE for not only finding 
him worthy of  the award but for 
also conferring the award on him 
adding that the award was a 
promise made and promise 
fulfilled.

He described the award as a 
very symbolic one given the fact 
that it came from a Labour 
Union which he observed that 
are sometimes at crossroads with 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  o f  
establishments, noting that the 
award will spur him and his team 
to work harder in order to do 
much better in the assignment of  
overseeing the OCDA.

Engr. Francis Chukwu 
dedicated the award to Almighty 
G o d  a n d  t h e  E xe c u t ive  
Governor of  Imo State His 
Excel lency Dis t inguished 
Senator Hope Uzodimma for 
giving him the opportunity to 
serve Imolites in the Capacity of  
Special Adviser and General 
Manager of  the OCDA. The 
OCDA helmsman who advised 
the labour leaders on the need to 
periodically educate their union 
members on organizational 
ethics and need to accord due 
r e s p e c t  t o  c o n s t i t u t e d  
Authorities, implored them to 
always ensure industrial peace 
and harmony at all times. In the 
words of  Engr. Chukwu "where 
there are issues, it is always far 
much better and rewarding to 
explore peaceful avenues in 
order to restore harmony for 
there to be smoothness and 
seamlessness in the working 
environment at all times which 
wi l l  obv ious ly  r e su l t  to  
productivity," he submitted.

Earlier while presenting the 

award to the OCDA General 
Manager as "AMBASSADOR 
OF AUPCTRE", the National 
Vice Chairman of  Amalgamated 
Union of  Public Corporations, 
Civil Service Technical and 
R e c r e a t i o n a l  S e r v i c e s  
E m p l o y e e s  ( AU C P T R E )  
Comrade Chibuzo Sure said that 
the motive behind the award was 
in recognition of  the immense 
support of  the OCDA General 
Manager towards the growth 
and development of  Labour in 
Imo State and society at large.

The Governor's Aide was 
accompanied to the Award 
C e r e m o n y  b y  s o m e  
Management Staff  of  the 
Agency including the Acting 
Director of  Administration and 
Finance (DAF) Mr. Chiedozie 
Mere, the Public Relations 
Officer (PRO) Barr. Mrs. 
Adaugo Okwara, the HOD 
Architecture Arc. Benedict 
Okey, the HOD Health Mrs. 
Ugoh Nnorom and the Head of  
Store Unit who doubles as the 
OCDA AUCPTRE branch 
Chairperson Miss Ngoka Lois.

A s c e r t a i n i n g  r e a l  
ownership: Seals ongoing 
bu i ld ing  behind  federa l  
secretariat.

D u r i n g  t h e  r o u t i n e  
Operational Activities last 
Thursday, the State Government 
through i ts  Development 
Control Agency - Owerri Capital 
D e v e l o p m e n t  A u t h o r i t y  
(OCDA) sealed an ongoing 
storey building behind the 
Federal Secretariat Owerri.

Explaining the rationale 
behind the sealing of  the 
ongoing structure, the Special 
Adviser to the Governor and 
General Manager of  Owerri 
Capital Development Authority 
(OCDA) Engr Francis Chukwu 
said that it was in order to 
ascertain the real ownership of  
the Properties around the area.

He disclosed that the State 
Government had earlier placed 
embargo on development 
activities around the area, 
adding that it was one of  the 
reasons why the real ownership 
of  Buildings being erected in the 
area should be ascertained to 
ensure that due process was 
followed in their allocation and 
so on.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  E n g r .  
C h u k w u ,  " I m o  S t a t e  
G o v e r n m e n t  u n d e r  t h e  
leadership of  His Excellency 
Distinguished Senator Hope 
Uzodimma remains poised 
towards ensuring that all matters 
related to Buildings and other 
landed properties are holistically 
investigated with a view to 
ensuring that there are no sharp 
practices involved."

Building without approval: 
Seals an ongoing building in 
Owerri.

As part of  its determination 
to ensure that all ongoing 
bu i ld ings  ge t  the  p rope r  
A p p r o v a l s  b e f o r e  t h e i r  
c o m p l e t i o n ,  t h e  S t a t e  
G ove r n m e n t  t h r o u g h  i t s  
Development Control Agency-
Owerri Capital Development 
A u t h o r i t y  ( O C D A )  o n  
Wednesday sealed an ongoing 
building close to Orji Flyover in 
Owerri North LGA of  the State 
for not having Approval.

While issuing the directive for 

the sealing of  the building Site, 
the Special Adviser to the 
Governor and General Manager 
of  Owerri Capital Development 
Authority Engr. Francis Chukwu 
d i s c l o s e d  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  
Government through Owerri 
Capital Development Authority 
(OCDA) took the action in order 
to checkmate the issue of  erecting 
structures without genuine 
Approvals from the relevant 
Agency which is Owerri Capital 
D e v e l o p m e n t  A u t h o r i t y  
(OCDA).

He stressed that Owerri 
Capital Development Authority 

(OCDA) remains the major 
P h y s i c a l  P l a n n i n g  a n d  
Development Control Agency of  
Imo State Government saddled 
with the statutory responsibility 
of  regulating building Activities 
from the conceptualization stage 
to the completion level within 
Owerri Capital Territory and its 
environs, adding that no other 
Agency has the mandate to visit 
building sites and serve notices to 
Developers or even seal off  any 
building Site both the ongoing 
and completed ones.

OCDA GM, Engr. Francis Chukwu bags Labour Union
personality award
….Continues contravention drive on buildings in Owerri, City

OCDA GM, Engr. Francis Chukwu receiving his "Ambassador of AUPCTRE", award from National Vice Chairman
of AUPCTRE, Comr. Chibuzo Sure in Owerri.

Contravention drive in Owerri city: GM, Francis Chukwu on the go!



 m e d i c a l 

Ap r a c t i t i o n e r, 
identified simply 

as Olaleye, has been 
accused of  raping his 
wife 's  niece at  their 
residence in Lagos State. 

Reports gathered that 
the victim started living 
with the family of  the 
medical practitioner after 
her father died. 

Our correspondent 
gathered that the minor 
was living with Olaleye 
w h e n  h e  a l l e g e d l y 
i n t r o d u c e d  h e r  t o 
pornography. 

A f t e r w a r d s ,  t h e 
medical practitioner, 
while taking advantage of  
the victim in his custody, 
allegedly deflowered her 
and threatened the victim 

a g a i n s t  i n f o r m i n g 
anyone. 

Olaleye was said to 
have perpetrated the 
c r i m e  f o r  a b o u t  1 9 
months until his wife got 
to know about his illicit 
acts with her niece and 
subsequently reported to 
the Lagos State Police 
C o m m a n d  f o r 
investigation. 

Policemen detailed to 
inves t iga te  the  case 
r e p o r t e d ly  a r r e s t e d 
Olaleye and the case 
transferred to the Gender 
U n i t  o f  t h e  p o l i c e 
command, where an 
i nve s t i g a t ive  p o l i c e 
officer, Bimbo Williams 
was assigned to handle 
the case from March 
2022. 

 A s  p r o p e r 
s a n c t i o n i n g  o f  t h e 
s u s p e c t  w a s  n o t 
forthcoming, it was learnt 
t h a t  a  p e t i t i o n  wa s 
written to the Lagos State 
Domestic and Sexual 
V i o l e n c e  R e s p o n s e 
Agency to intervene in 
the matter.

However, in a bid to 
get justice for the victim, 
the Chairman of  an 
advocacy group, Radical 
Agenda Movement in the 
N B A ,  A d e s i n a 
Ogunlana, during a joint 
press conference with 
journalists on Monday, 
called on the state police 
command and officials of  
the DSVRT to prosecute 
Olaleye for allegedly 
sexually abusing the 

w o  w o m e n , TChristiana D'ivoire 
Iyama and Margaret 

Ogwu have been arrested by 

n impostor, one 

AO b i a k o 
C h u k w u e m e k a 

pretending to be a medical 
doctor working with the 
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  a s  a 
humanitarian aid at the 
National Hospital, Abuja 
has been uncovered and 
handed over to the police. 

An impeccable source 
within the Federal Capital 
Territory Police Command 
c o n f i r m e d  t o  o u r 
c o r r e s p o n d e n t  t h a t 
C h u k w u e m e k a  w h o s e 
origin and age are yet 
unknown, has since been 
d e t a i n e d  p e n d i n g  h i s 
arraignment. 

The source said, “The 

the police in Ogun State for 
allegedly operating a baby 
factory.

Reports gathered that the 

National Hospital Abuja, 
handed over a fake doctor, 
one Obiako Chukwuemeka 
who disguised as a UN 
doctor on humanitarian aid, 
to the police at Central 
Police Station on Thursday. 

“He is currently in our 
custody, and will soon be 
charged to court.” 

This comes about a 
w e e k  a f t e r  t h e  F C T 
M i n i s t e r,  M u h a m m a d 
Bello, accused visitors from 
neighbouring states, traders, 
and beggars of  being behind 
t h e  s e c u r i t y  b r e a c h e s 
witnessed in Abuja, adding 
that his administration 
would send them packing. 

“The Security agencies 
in the FCT have up their 
game. People who have no 
business being here, are 

duo were apprehended on 
A u g u s t  2 7 ,  f o l l o w i n g 
information received by the 
police at Agbado divisional 

being sent away. Some of  
them come under different 
guises such as begging, 
s t ree t  t rad ing,  among 
others. They usually come 
from neighbouring states 
and are causing security 
breaches here. That is why 
we have decided to send 
them out.” Bello said in a 
statement on Friday, August 
26, 2022. 

T h e  F C T  P o l i c e 
Commissioner, Sunday 
Babaji, has also said the G-7 
Joint Security Operation 
that was being revived had 
received the support of  
sister security agencies as 
well as the Commissioners 
of  Police in the member-
states, who had all agreed 
on the need to collectively 
flush-out these criminals.

headquarters.
The Police had been 

informed that Christiana 
I y a m a  o f  4 ,  I b r a h i m 
Famuyiwa street, Agbado 
Ogun State, was running a 
b a b y  f a c t o r y  i n  h e r 
a p a r t m e n t ,  w h e r e  s h e 
harboured young girls to be 
impregnated by hired men.

After delivery, “she will 
collect the baby and sell to her 
waiting buyers,” the Ogun 
State police spokesman, 
Abimbola Oyeyemi, said on 
Monday.

Upon the information, 
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AArabic teacher, 
M o h a m m e d 

Algoni, was on Monday 
remanded at the Kirikiri 
Correctional Centre for 
allegedly sodomising his 
11-year-old pupil in the 
Ifako area of  state. 

The defendant was 

the DPO of  the Agbado 
d i v i s i o n ,  S P  Aw o n i y i 
Adekunle, was said to have 
mobilized his detectives to the 
area, where the said Iyama 
and Margaret Ogwu were 
nabbed.

P r e l i m i n a r y 
investigation, according to 
Oyeyemi,  revealed that 
Margaret Ogwu was one of  
the  g i r l s  ha rboured  by 
Christiana D'ivoire, who he 
said had employed the service 
of  a man to impregnate.

Oyeyemi explained that 
Ogwu's baby was sold after 

brought before the Ikeja 
Chief  Magistrate Court on 
a charge of  sodomy. 

The prosecutor, ASP 
Raji Akeem, said the 
victim, who was in an 
Arabic boarding school, 
came home for the Sallah 
break, and told his mother 
that he wasn't going back 

delivery at the rate of  
N400,000 to one of  her 
customers.

“She also confessed to 
the police that, she has sold 
up to three children from 
different women to her 
d i f f e r e n t  c u s t o m e r s,” 
Oyeyemi stated.

Meanwhile, the State 
Commissioner of  Police, 
Lanre Bankole, has ordered 
the transfer of  the case to the 
State CIID in Eleweran, 
A b e o k u t a  f o r  f u r t h e r 
investigation and diligent 
prosecution.

to the school again. 
Akeem also said the 

victim told his mother 
how the defendant, who 
was one of  his teachers, 
h a d  b e e n  a l l e ge d ly 
sexually sodomising 
him. 

The prosecutor said 
the offence was reported 
at the police station and 
t h e  d e f e n d a n t  w a s 
arrested. 

A k e e m  s a i d  t h e 
o f f e n c e  c o m m i t t e d 
contravened Section 261 
of  the Criminal Laws of  
Lagos State, 2015. 

During the court 
proceedings, the Chief  
M a g i s t r a t e ,  B .  O 
Osunsanmi, did not take 
the defendant's plea.

Osunsabmi ordered 
that Algoni should be 
remanded in Kirikiri 
Correctional Centre 
pending the legal advice 
from the Director of  
Public Prosecution. 

T h e  m a g i s t r a t e 
adjourned the case till 
September 28, for receipt 
of  the DPP's advice. 

minor. 
O g u n l a n a  s a i d 

despite the police and the 
g ove r n m e n t  a ge n c y 
h a v i n g  e v i d e n c e 
i n c l u d i n g  O l a l e ye ' s 
confessional statement, 
the medical practitioner 
was yet to be charged for 
the crime since March 19, 
2022. 

He said, “We are 
wondering why a case 
that was investigated 
since March didn't go to 
court immediately. An 
aide to the governor of  
Lagos State has also 
allegedly been fingered as 
the brain behind the non-
p r o s e c u t i o n  o f  D r. 
Olaleye. 

“This same person 
called to intimidate the 

Rapid Response team of  
Lagos State when they 
were called to provide 
security for the survivor 
and her guardian because 
the intimidation and 
threats to their lives 
became unbearable. 

 “ We,  t h e r e f o r e, 
demand the immediate 
arrest and prosecution of  
Dr. Olaleye who has 
misused his position as a 
t r u s t e d  m e d i c a l 
practitioner. We also 
demand an immediate 
inves t igat ion by the 
Lagos State government 
i n t o  u n v e i l i n g  t h e 
political character behind 
the cur tain that  has 
prevented them from 
prosecuting the offender 
since March, 2022. 

“Thirdly, we call on 
the Nigeria  Medical 
Association to investigate 
these alleged offences by 
a respected member of  
their association and if  
allegations are found to 
be true to immediately 
withdraw his licence as 
such people should not be 
found in a noble and 
respected profession like 
medicine.” 

O t h e r  g r o u p s 
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e 
conference  inc luded 
B i m b o  O d u k o y a 
Foundation; Advocate 
f o r  C h i l d r e n  a n d 
Vulnerable Persons in 
Nigerian; Stop the Abuse 
aga ins t  Women and 
Children Foundation; 
C h i l d  P r o t e c t i o n 
Network Lagos State; 
P i e c e  o f  M y  H e a r t 
Foundation.
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Lagos doctor allegedly rapes minor, groups demand justice 

Ogun women run baby factory,sell child N400,000 

Fake UN doctor arrested at Abuja
hospital 

Arabic teacher  in prison
for sodomising pupil 
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ANK customers  Bmay have spent  
N92.2bn to  use  

Point of  Sale terminals in 
the first seven months of  
2022. 

According to data from 

the Nigeria Inter-Bank 
Settlement System, PoS 
transactions in the first 
seven months of  the year 
total led N4.61tn. For 
withdraws or transactions 
between N1,000 to N5000 

on PoS, about N100 fee is 
often charged. This brings 
the total cost charged for 
PoS transactions within the 
period to about N92.2bn. 

While PoS terminals 
are not just for withdrawal 
purposes, they also serve as 
payment gateways, with 
customers  paying for  
commodities and bills with 
their cards. Customers also 
pay about N1,00 for these 
transactions. 

T h e  N a t i o n a l  
President, Association of  
Mobile Money Agents in 
Nigeria, Victor Olojo, 
confirmed charges raked in 
by the operators. 

Data from the NIBSS 
also revealed that about 
955,234 PoS terminals were 
deployed in the nation as of  
J a n u a r y  2 0 2 2 .  P o S  
terminals were launched to 
p r o m o t e  a  c a s h l e s s  
economy in the nation and 
aid payment in rural areas. 

The growth of  mobile 
money and PoS terminals is 
e v i d e n c e d  b y  r e a d y  
availability as it has become 
the most accessible form of  
payment. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a  
McKinsey report, there are 
four bank branches, 17 

h e  N a t i o n a l TI d e n t i t y 
M a n a g e m e n t 

C o m m i s s i o n  h a s 
disclosed that givers and 
r e c e i v e r s  o f  c a s h 
transactions of  any form 
at its centres are liable for 
prosecution. 

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n 
further stressed that all 
p ay m e n t s / f i n a n c i a l 
transactions are to be 
made through the NIMC 
Remita platform only, 

b u j a ,  K a d u n a , 

ANasarawa, Kogi, 
N i g e r  a n d 

neighbouring states may 
encounter another round of  
scarcity of  Premium Motor 
Spirit, popularly called 
p e t r o l ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e 
commencement of  a three-
day warning strike by the 
Suleja Depot Branch of  the 
Independent Petroleum 
Marketers Association of  
Nigeria. 

Members of  the union 
commenced the strike on 
Monday in protest against 
the continued indebtedness 
of  the Federal Government 
to oil marketers with respect 

he equities market of  Tt h e  N i g e r i a n 
Exchange Limited 

declined by N30bn at the 
end of  trading on Monday 
as 18 firms saw their share 
prices fall.

The NGX All-Share 
Index closed at 49,991.41 
basis points on Monday 
from 50,045.83 on Friday, 
w h i l e  t h e  m a r k e t 
c a p i t a l i s a t i o n  f e l l  t o 
N26.964tn from N26.994tn.

A  t o t a l  o f  2 0 0 . 9 2 
million shares valued at 
N1.45bn were traded by 
investors in 3,976 deals at 
the end of  trading on the 
f l o o r  o f  t h e  N G X  o n 
Monday.

Twe l ve  c o m p a n i e s 
r e c o r d e d  s h a r e  p r i c e 
appreciation while 18 firms' 
share prices declined.

According to analysts at 
C o r d r o s  S e c u r i t i e s 

prohibiting any cash 
transaction. 

The warning was 
m a d e  i n  a  p u b l i c 
announcement issued by 
the commission. 

It was also stated that 
Nigerians are required to 
pay the sum of  N15,000 
to modify their date of  
birth information. 

According to the 
commission, the sum of  
N500 each is required for 

to the payment of  fuel 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o s t s , 
otherwise called bridging 
claims. 

The IPMAN Suleja 
Depot Branch Chairman, 
Yahaya Alhassan, said 
marketers had stopped the 
supply of  products from the 
depot, as the union had 
prevented  t r ucks  f rom 
moving PMS to the northern 
states. 

He said marketers were 
withdrawing their services 
u n t i l  t h e  F e d e r a l 
Government settled their 
outstanding bridging claims 
of  N50.5bn. 

H e  s a i d ,  “ T h e 
Petroleum Equalisation 
Fund has not paid our 
money. We have N50.5bn 

“Activities in the domestic 
equities market resumed the 
week on a sour note, as 
investors took profits off  
WAPCO (-4.2 per cent), 
Zenith Bank (-2.3 per cent), 
and Stanbic (-3.0 per cent).

“Thus, the AllShare 
Index settled lower by 0.1 
per cent at 49,991.41 points. 
Accordingly, the Month-to-
Date and Year-to-Date 
returns settled at +0.3 per 
cent and +17.0 per cent, 
respectively.

“The  to ta l  vo lume 
traded declined by 16.3 per 
cent to 200.92 million units, 
valued at NGN1.45 billion, 
and exchanged in 3,976 
deals. Sterling Bank was the 
m o s t  t r a d e d  s t o c k  b y 
volume at 90.90 million 
units, while MTNN was the 
most traded stock by value 
at N252.47m.”

NIN slip reprint and 
modification of  biodata 
(excluding DOB). 

It  added that the 
replacement or renewal 
of  the National e-ID 
Card would cost N5,000, 
but card printing services 
are on hold till further 
notice. 

The commission also 
said that services like 
NIN enrolment, NIN 
ve r i f i c a t i o n  b e f o r e 

(to be paid by PEF) and 
because of  that we are 
withdrawing our services.” 

He said the three-day 
warning strike would go on 
if  the Nigerian Midstream 
and Downstream Petroleum 
Regulatory Authority fails 
to remit the money. 

“At the expiration of  the 
w a r n i n g  s t r i k e  o n 
We d n e s d a y,  i f  t h e y 
(NMDPRA) fail to pay us, 
the stoppage of  supply 
w o u l d  c o n t i n u e 
indefinitely,” Alhassan 
stated.

He said all the appeals 
which the association made 
to the authority to pay the 
debt had been ignored. 

B r i d g i n g  c l a i m : 
Marketers  shut  NNPC 

enrolment and National 
e-ID card issuance (first 
issuance) are free.

However, it said that 
these payments differ 
from that of  third-party 
ve r i f i c a t i o n  s e r v i c e 
providers. 

I t  a d d e d ,  “ D a t a 
modifications can only 
be made in person at 
NIMC centres only and 
not by proxy or at partner 
outlets.” 

Kano depot
M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 

marketers have shut the 
N i g e r i a n  N a t i o n a l 
Petroleum Corporation 
Limited depot in Kano 
State. 

The IPPMAN Forum 
Chairman in Kano State, 
A l h a j i  M u s a  Ya h a y a 
Maikifi, disclosed this while 
addressing journalists in 
Kano on Monday. 

He said the Forum 
found it necessary to shut 
the  ent i re  nine NNPC 
d e p o t s  a c r o s s  t h e  1 9 
northern states following the 
fa i lure  o f  the  Federa l 
Government to pay the 
outstanding bridging claims. 

keters but to no avail.

h e  N i g e r i a n TE l e c t r i c i t y 
R e g u l a t o r y 

Commission has said it will 
spend N5bn on technology 
investments between now 
and 2025. 

The Chairman, NERC, 
Mr Sanusi Garba, disclosed 
this at a hearing on the 
MediumTerm Expenditure 
Framework in Abuja on 
Monday. 

He said that in utility 
regulation, information 
t e c h n o l o g y  w a s  v e r y 
important as it was not 
proper to rely on information 
given by licensees alone. 

According to the News 
Agency of  Nigeria, he stated, 
“So we are investing heavily 
in technology so we have 
credible information about 
quality of  service. Without 
technology, we can not know 
that a feeder in an area is out 
for 48 hours and people are 
in darkness. 

“So over the next few 
years, we will be investing 
heavily on technology for 
data aggregation in 2021, the 
budget for computers, not 
j u s t  h a r dwa r e  b u t  t h e 
software that drives the 
machine is N1.5bn. And we 
are spending N2.5bn in 2023 
and N1bn in 2025 and we 
will be done; we want to see 
what is happening in all the 

feeders directly from the 
commission and not relying 
on licensees. 

 “So investing N5bn on 
t e c h n o l o g y  t o d a y  i s 
nothing.” 

Garba said that the 
commission has engaged 
auditors to audit its account 
for the 2021 financial year 
and should be completed in 
October. He stated that the 
operating surplus of  the 
commission in 2019 upon 
reconciliation was N3.5bn in 
addition to a surplus balance 
of  N900m.

He added  tha t  the 
c o m m i s s i o n  r e m i t t e d 
N4.65bn. For 2020, he 
explained that the auditor's 
r e p o r t  r e v e a l e d  t h e 
commission's operating 
surplus was N3.8bn and that 
reconciliation was ongoing 
with the  Off ice  of  the 
Account General of  the 
Federat ion after  which 
remittances would be made. 

Earlier, Rep. Stanley 
O l a j i d e  ( A P C - O y o ) 
observed that the projection 
of  NERC for 2023, that 
N2bn had been earmarked 
for computer equipment and 
over N1bn for training. He 
said the committee was 
interested in knowing what 
was spent in previous years 
on computers to justify the 
amount budgeted for 2023 
and earn value for money. 

ATMs, and 147 POS 
devices for every 100,000 
Nigerians.

Olojo added, “Agents 
are making a living out of  
this, a lot of  things are 
happening. We have agents 
who have built houses, and 
who are earning from being 
an agent, it is a good 
i n i t i a t i v e  t h a t  i s  
spearheaded by the Central 

Bank. 
“As a matter of  fact, 

many agents would not seek 
white collar jobs because 
they are earning a lot from 
POS business. Many are 
now landlords, many own 
properties, and many are 
married. We have agents 
who are doing very well and 
earning way better than 
bank managers.” 

S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e  
transactional costs, he said 

i t  might  need to be 
reviewed upwards of  cost 
o f  s e r v i c e  a n d  t h e  
operating environment. 

H e  s a i d ,  “ T h e  
transaction cost should 
increase, there is something 
called cost to serve, there is 
a challenge when it comes 
to serving customers, 
location, getting the funds 
available, security, threat to 
life, robbery, and charges of  
transfer, stamp duty. 

BusinessBusinessBusiness
Customers pay N92.2bn for N4.61tn PoS transactions 

NERC plans N5bn for
tech investments 

NIN-SIM: NIMC to prosecute bribe-seekers 

Stock investors lose N30bn 

IPMAN begins strike, fuel scarcity imminent
in North 



Imo govt commences construction
of Umuchukwu-Ukwuinyi road in
Nkwerre LGA

Enugu ADC condemns attack on
Labour Party officials in Aninri
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Boost for Peter Obi as 38,000, other medics root
for his presidential bid, vow 25m votes in 2023
N

o fewer than 38,000 
medical doctors and 
other health workers 

have thrown their weight be-
hind the presidential bid of  
Mr  Peter Obi, the standard 
bearer of  the Labour Party.

They also promised to 
mobilise 25 million votes 
for the former governor of  
Anambra state through free 
nationwide medical outreach 
programmes at the grassroots 
level under the aegis of  Docs 
and Medics for Peter Obi.

This is even as the Nation-
al Woman Leader of  the 
All Progressives Grand Al-
liance, Ada Orji Nwanyan-
wu, dumped the party and 
led other women politicians 
across the country to the La-
bour Party.

Speaking during the pres-
entation of  working tools by 
three support groups to the 
Labour Party’s campaign 
council at the party’s head-
quarters in Abuja on Mon-
day, the convener of  Docs 
and Medics for Peter Obi, Dr. 
Uche Uzoukwu, explained 
how the group plans to de-
liver the 25 million votes in 
2023.

He stated: “Nurses, doctors 
and pharmacists are coming 

together under the name docs 
and medics for Peter Obi. 
Politics is a game of  numbers 
and everyone is important. 
Therefore, 11,000 doctors, 
27,000 medics have come to-
gether and have formed even 
state groups.

“We are reaching out to 
the local governments and 
have moved down to the 
wards and leaders have been 
inaugurated. We are moving 
down to the polling units and 
have 500,000 to grow and en-
courage them to get in touch 
with 50 people as they attend 
to patients. With this, we can 
have 25 million votes.

“We want to deliver 25 
million votes, by giving right 
to life and to be well, the 
votes can be gathered. Med-
ical outreaches have been in 
place and is still being used. 
Community members at the 
outreaches are encouraged to 
vote Peter Obi with a promise 
that the exercise will continue 
once Labour Party wins,” he 
said.

Lamenting the poor state 
of  the nation’s health sector, 
Uzoukwu said Obi has the 
capacity to tackle brain drain; 
stressing that the doctors and 
the medics would stay behind 

after the 2023 elections to de-
velop the sector.

He recalled that during 
the window period of  PVC 
registration, the group had 
paid for logistics for persons 
without voter cards to be 
registered by officials of  the 
Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC), 
noting that such was done 

in 26 states and 52 different 
locations where thousands 
were registered.

Earlier, the National Chair-
man of  Labour Party, Bar-
rister Julius Abure, said the 
country has never experi-
enced democracy since 1999, 
but will, however, begin on its 
course come 2023 when the 
former Anambra governor is 

voted in as president.
He stated that the ruling 

All Peoples Congress and the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
were never owned by the peo-
ple but by those who funded 
it, adding that he who blows 
the piper, dictates the tune of  
the music.

Abure also lampooned that 
persons who had claimed that 

the party is without structure, 
saying such narrative owing 
have been buried due to the 
rising popularity of  the party.

The event also coincided 
with the defection of  the Na-
tional Woman Leader of  the 
All Progressives Grand Alli-
ance, Ada Orji Nwanyanwu 
and other women politicians 
to the LP.

2023: A peep into Abia SDP female
Guber candidate’s profile: 
Ngozika Gladys Johnson-Ogbuneke
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

A
s Abians are set to 
pick their new Gov-
ernor in 2023, Apos-

tle Dr. Mrs Ngozika Gladys 
Johnson-Ogbuneke, a hu-
man rights Lawyer and a re-
nowned Medical Doctor who 
is from Isuikwuato LGA of  
Abia State has offered herself  
to transform the State.

Apostle Dr Mrs Ngozika 
Gladys Johnson-Ogbuneke, 
who is resident in Umuahia 
and the United Kingdom, is 
the Standard Flagbearer of  
the Social Democratic Party 
(SDP) for the forth coming 
Abia 2023 gubernatorial elec-
tion.

She is not just a female gu-
bernatorial candidate for 2023 
forthcoming Abia election, 
but a capable candidate who 
happens to be female. She is 
the strongest, most popular of  
all the candidates. 

 She is in tune with the 
current events in Abia State 
and has promised to deal 
with those issues, when elect-
ed.  Her popularity among 
the youths stems from her  
“desires to provide for the 
youths equal opportunities 
as enjoyed by other youths 
at international standards” 
through good education, jobs 
opportunities, enabling envi-
ronment to thrive, sports and 
sporting activities, human de-
velopments and opportunities 
for improvement on the gen-
eral well- being of  the youths. 

Apart from popularity, the 
Abia SDP gubernatorial can-
didate has a lot of  things at-
tached to her big name which 
include her comprehensive 
profile which reads as: 

Ngozika Gladys JOHN-
SON-OGBUNEKE

-Commendation Award 
Researcher, Imperial College, 
University of  London.UK

-CEO/Director: The Sanc-
tuary Life Care Limited, UK.

-Award Winning Human 
Rights Lawyer, Warwick Uni-
versity, UK

-MBBS: College of  Med-

icine, University of  Nigeria, 
Nsukka

-Ordained Minister of  the 
Gospel of  Yeshua LORD.

-CEO/Director: The 
Sanctuary Hand of  Grace 
(SHOG) Foundation, Nige-
ria & UK (This Foundation 
has offered supports, formal 
education, training and skills 
acquisition certifications to 
many youths both in Nigeria 
and the UK)

-ECFMG Certification, 
USA Medical Licensure

-MSc Ortho Surgery: Im-
perial College, University of  
London.UK.

-General Overseer: The 
Sanctuary Christian Ministry 
(SCM), UK & Nigeria

-Deborah in the Commu-
nity.

-Vice President: UNN 
Medical Students Association 
(UNMSA), Enugu, Nigeria

-Orthopedics Trauma Fel-
low: University of  Louisville 
Hospital, Kentucky USA

-Award Winning Ortho-
paedics Trauma Researcher: 
European Orthopaedics Re-
search Society, EORS/AOD 
avos Summit 2010

-JP: Jerusalem Pilgrim
-Chief  Medical Officer, Bet-

ter Life for Rural Women Pro-
gram, Abia State (1992-1995) 
under Dr. Mrs. Chinyere Og-
bonnaya Onu.

-FRCS: Fellow of  the Royal 

College of  Surgeons of  Great 
Britain & Ireland

-CEO/Director: The Sanc-
tuary Medico-Legal Protec-
tion Limited, UK.

-Mother of  4 Adult Chil-
dren

-LLB (Hons): Coventry 
University. UK

-LLM: Warwick Universi-
ty, UK

-Head Girl: Fed School 
of  Arts & Science Fed SAS, 
Aba. Class’83

-Federal Scholar: Federal 
Government Girls College, 
FGGC, Gboko 

-Deputy Head Girl: 

Class’81 FGGC Gboko
-LGA: Isuikwuato
-SDP Gubernatorial Aspir-

ant Abia State 2023
-Parents: Late, His Lord-

ship- Hon Justice Jonah 
JOHNSON, Judge of  the 
Federal High Court, Abia 
State & Dame Ezinne Bessie 
U JOHNSON

She is well grounded in Ni-
gerian and in particular Abia 
Politics. It will be a great and 
positive change for Abians to 
not only support her candida-
cy but actually vote her in as 
their next Governor in 2023.

God is in Imo, Uzodimma says, as CAN holds Imo 
prayer convention

I
mo unity prayer and praise 
convention, the second 
edition of  IMO PRAYS, 

organized by the state chap-
ter of  Christian Association 
of  Nigeria CAN, was held in 
Owerri on Tuesday with the 
theme “ Oh God our help in 
ages past”. 

The interdenominational 
prayer convention  which was 
held to foster  peace , unity 
and prosperity in the state, 
was attended by people from 
all walks of  life.

Speaking at the occasion, 
the Imo state Governor, 

Senator Hope Uzodimma, 
commended CAN for organ-
izing the prayer Programme 
at a time which he observed 
was timely in view of   recent 
events that engulfed the state 
and how the state came out 
of  it  through God’s interven-
tion.

The Governor noted that 
prayer is the key and should 
be utilized in whatever situa-
tion people find themselves, 
in times of  jubilation, celebra-
tion or agony.

He recalled that a similar 
convention was held last year 

Apostle (Dr. ) Mrs Ngozika Gladys Johnson-Ogbuneke.

I
n line with the grassroots 
development initiative 
of  the Imo state Gov-

ernment of  Governor Hope 
Uzodimma, work has com-
menced in earnest on the 
construction of  Umuchuk-
wu-Ukwuinyi road in Nk-
werre Local Government 
Area of  Imo State.

The construction work 
which has progressed up to 
stone base level, would re-
suscitate the road from its 
deplorable status and add 

up to the numerous road 
projects which the Governor 
Hope Uzodimma led Ad-
ministration has constructed 
in less than 3 years.

It is worthy of  note, that 
the Shared Prosperity ad-
ministration of  His Excel-
lency Distinguished Senator 
Hope Uzodimma had em-
barked on road revolution 
in Imo State and despite the 
rains, many road construc-
tions are ongoing across the 
State.

T
he African Democrat-
ic Congress (ADC), 
Enugu state chapter 

has condemned the recent 
attacks on members of  the 
Labour Party in Enugu state.  

Recall that on Sunday, 4th 
August 2022, the party’s of-
ficials were attacked during 
a ward meeting in Aninri, 
Enugu West zone.  

In a statement signed by 
the State Chairman of  Af-
rican Democratic Congress 
(ADC), Comrade Stella 
Chukwuma, ADC described 
the attack as barbaric and 
evil, stressing that the beauty 
of  democracy is the freedom 
it offers citizens to belong to 
any party that meets their 
ideological beliefs.

 She said that Enugu State 
has enjoyed relative peace 
and overzealous politicians 
should not upset the peace 
through political thuggery 
and other acts capable of  
truncating the Democratic 
process in the State.

 Chukwuma urged Ndi 
Enugu not to lose sight of  
the fact that they are one, ir-
respective of  the political par-
ties they belong to. 

She added that the Afri-
can Democratic Congress 
is ready to take over Enugu 
come 2023, asking Ndi Enu-
gu to vote for Pastor Obi 
Ozoenena, ADC’s Gover-
norship candidate and other 
candidates of  the party in the 
2023 general elections.

at the height of  the security 
challenges in the state , and in 
the midst of  the period where 
Hope was almost lost, the var-
ious church leaders arose and 
prayed and God answered.

Gov. Uzodimma enjoined 
Imo citizens not to lose hope 
or give up because according 
to him” it is evident that God 
has taken over the battle.”

God has been fair to us, he 
has been there for us.  In  good 
times , in the times when it 
was difficult, and challenging, 
he has been there and is there 
for us.
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nthony Joshua said 

Ahe would be ready 
t o  f i g h t  w o r l d 

champion Tyson Fury in 
December after he was 
issued a public challenge on 
Monday to fight a 'Battle of  
Br i ta in '  fo r  the  WBC 
heavyweight boxing belt.

Joshua, 32, suffered a 
second straight loss to 
Ukraine's WBA, WBO, IBF 
a n d  I B O  c h a m p i o n 
Oleksandr Usyk in a title 
rematch in Saudi Arabia 
last month and has said he 
wants to return to the ring 
before the end of  the year.

Fury announced last 
April that he was fulfilling a 
promise to his wife to retire 
but has subsequently said 
he will fight again.

“I think you've all heard 
that I  am going to be 

fighting soon within the 
next few months,” Fury 
said in a video directed at 
the former champion on 
social media.

“Anthony Joshua, I 
know you've just lost a fight 
to Usyk and you're bout-less 
at the moment, and I'd like 
to give you an opportunity 
to fight me for the WBC 
heavyweight championship 
of  the world and the lineal 
championship in the next 
few months.

“You're coming off  a 
12-round fight, so you're 
match fit, you're ready. I'm 
giving you a few months' 
notice,” added the 34-year-
old.

Usyk said after the fight 
in Jeddah that he was only 
interested in a bout with 
Fury but media reports 
have said he will not fight 

again this year in order to 
rest and spend time with his 
family.

 “If  you're interested I'll 
send you the date over and 
we can rumble,” Fury told 
Joshua in the video.

“A Battle of  Britain for 
the WBC heavyweight 
championship of  the world. 
Let me know if  you're 
interested, if  not I will select 
another opponent.”

Jo s h u a  r e s p o n d e d 
saying he would be ready to 
fight if  Fury stuck to his 
word.

“I  don ' t  do  onl ine 
discussions just for clout,” 
J o s h u a  w r o t e  o n  a n 
Instagram story. “So if  
you're really about it, shout 
@ 2 5 8 m g t  ( J o s h u a ' s 
management company). I'll 
be ready in December.”

a f a e l  N a d a l Radmitted Monday 
that he wasn't sure 

when he will return to action 
a f t e r  F r a n c e s  T i a f o e 
condemned him to his 
earliest US Open exit since 
2016.

Four-time US champion 
Nadal, bidding for a 23rd 
Grand Slam title, lost 6-4, 4-
6, 6-4, 6-3 in the last-16 to 
26th-ranked Tiafoe.

The American's free-
swing ing  pe r fo r mance 
conjured up 18 aces and 49 
winners which flew past a 
sluggish Nadal on Arthur 
Ashe Stadium.

For  Aust ra l ian  and 
French Open champion 
Nadal, it was a first Grand 
Slam loss of  2022 after an 
abdominal strain forced him 
to forfeit his Wimbledon 
semifinal.

The defeat ended a run 
of  16 successive Slams 
where the Spaniard had 
m a d e  a t  l e a s t  t h e 
quarterfinals.

“I need to go back. I 
need to fix things. I don't 
know when I going to come 
back,” Nadal told a press 
conference.

“I going to try to be 
ready mentally. When I feel 

that I will  be ready to 
compete again, I will be 
there.”

Nadal has endured a 
rollercoaster year.

His two Slam titles have 
taken him one clear of  
Novak Djokovic but his 
physical frailties have also 
returned to haunt him.

Nadal suffered a stress 
fracture of  the ribs in March 
before requiring daily pain-
killing injections in his left 
foot to see him through to a 
14th French Open title in 
June.

Then his bid for a third 
Wimbledon crown was 
shattered by an abdominal 
injury.

Nadal is due to become a 
father for the first time in the 
coming weeks, a factor 
which will factor heavily 
into his future on-court 
plans.

“Now I have to go home, 
I have more important 
things than tennis to attend 
to,” he said.

“Decisions will be made 
based on how everything 
goes in my personal life, 
which comes before my 
professional life.”

He added: “It's been a bit 
difficult for a few months but 
I want to finish the year with 
something very important 
that is my first child.”

Nadal is scheduled to 
return to action at the Laver 
C u p  i n  L o n d o n  f r o m 
September  23.  He has 
already qualified for the 
ATP Tour Finals in Turin to 
be staged in November.

Despite his doubts over 
his future plans, Nadal told 
Spanish media that he won't 
rule out playing again this 
year.

“I will do a mini pre-
season to finish the year in 
Europe with good feelings 
and that is what we are going 
to try. There is a tournament 
ahead if  everything else goes 

r s e n a l  l e g e n d , 

ADavid Seaman, has 
criticized Chelsea 

g o a l k e e p e r  E d o u a r d 
Mendy for his play-acting in 
the Blues' Premier League 
win over West Ham United 
last weekend.

Chelsea came from a 
goal down to beat West 
H a m  U n i t e d  2 - 1  a t 
Stamford Bridge, though 
the match was tainted after 
the Hammers had a 90th-
m i n u t e  e q u a l i s e r 
controversially ruled out.

Mendy was unable to 
hold onto the ball while 
under pressure from winger 
Jarrod Bowen, gifting it to 
Maxwel Cornet, who put 
the ball in the back of  the 
net.

The Video Assistant 
Referee (VAR) officials told 
referee Andy Madley to 
review the incident on the 
pitch-side monitor, showing 
that as Bowen jumped over 
Mendy, his trailing foot 
lightly caught the Chelsea 
keeper.

M a d l e y  a n d  t h e 

well,” he said.
Tiafoe is Nadal's junior 

by 12 years and on Monday, 
the Spaniard admitted that 
age is becoming a factor.

“I was not able to push 

officials deemed this 
to be a foul, and the 
goal was cancelled.

Reacting to the 
incident, Seaman 
was equally scathing 
of  Mendy's actions, 
explaining that what 
the 28-year-old had 
done would never 
h a v e  h a p p e n e d 
during his playing 
days.

“He [Edouard 
Mendy] can see the 
ball is not clear, so 
when I used to play, 
you would get up 
straight away,” He 
said on the Seaman 
Says podcast.

“The only thing 
that would stop you 
getting up would be if  your 
arm was broken or if  your 
shoulder was out. If  not, get 
up and try and save it.

“I think it is a bit soft. 
Get up and try and stop the 
ball with anything and then 
go and get treatment. He 
could see easily that the ball 
was not clear and had gone 

him back. Tennis is a sport 
of  position a lot of  times,” 
he added.

“If  not, you need to be 
very, very quick and very 
young. I am not in that 
moment anymore.”

to an opposing player.
“It was just a coming 

together of  bodies, he 
[Jarrod Bowen] did not 
even put his foot in, it was 
just like a trailing foot.

“An absolute shocker, 
t h a t  wa s  s u c h  a  b a d 
decision [from the officials] 
it was frightening.”

Osimhen Ronaldo

Anthony

Anthony Joshua accepts to fight Tyson Fury

US Open: I don't know when
I'll be back, – Nadal 

EPL: Arsenal legend criticizes
Chelsea’s Mendy after latest win

Nadal

Fury Joshua

Mendy
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Diego Costa to undergo
medical, gets deal with
EPL club

EPL:  Everton signing
Garner sends emotional
message to Man Utd 

LaLiga announces €3bn global expansion deal 
a L i g a  h a s Lannounced a new 

jo in t  venture  to 
increase its presence in the 
Middle East, North Africa 
and the Indian subcontinent 
as  the  league a ims to 
continue its international 
growth and compete with 
the Premier League.

The 15-year agreement 
wi th  the  Dubai -based 
company Galaxy Racer is 
expected to generate over €3 
billion ($2.9 billion) in 
revenue, the league said in a 
statement on Tuesday.

verton new signing, EJames Garner has sent 
an emotional message 

to everyone at Manchester 
United.

The centra l  midf ie lder 
permanently departed the Red 
Devils this summer, signing for 
the Toffees late in the transfer 
window.

Garner, who spent last 
s e a s o n  o n  l o a n  w i t h 
Not t ingham Fores t ,  was 
d e e m e d  s u r p l u s  t o 
requirements by boss Erik ten 
Hag at United.

 “Impossible to sum up 14 
years of  my life in one post. I 
arrived at the Cliff  at 7 years old 
and leave Carrington as a 
m a n ,”  G a r n e r  w r o t e  o n 
Instagram. “I've made friends 
for life and have memories that 

will last forever. To represent 
this club in the Premier 
League and in Europe was a 
dream come true.

“From the  day that  I 
arrived, so many people 
helped me, playing a major 
role in my development and 
enabling me to become the 
player that I am today.

“To all of  my coaches, from 
E a m o n  M u l ve y  t o  O l e 
Gunnar Solskjaer, from the 
kitmen to security, from the 
physios to the canteen staff  
and everyone in between. I 
want to thank you all for 
everything that you have done 
for me and my family.

“It's time for the next step in 
my career! Once a Red always 
a Red.”

apoli manager, 

NLuciano Spalletti 
has said Victor 

Osimhen will undergo a 
l a t e  f i t n e s s  t e s t  t o 
determine his readiness to 
face Liverpool.

The Partenopei will 
kick-star t  their UEFA 
C h a m p i o n s  L e a g u e 
campaign with a home 
g a m e  a g a i n s t  Ju r ge n 
K l o p p ' s  m e n  o n 

he Super Eagles of  TNiger ia  wi l l  be 
facing the Desert 

ormer Chelsea striker, FDiego Costa, will 
undergo his medical 

tests with Premier League 
club Wolves on Tuesday.

Costa, who is a free 
agent, will sign a deal with 
Wolves after agreeing on a 
one-year deal with Bruno 
Lage's side.

This was disclosed by 
respected football transfer 
guru, Fabrizio Romano, in a 
tweet via his Twitter handle.

According to Romano, 
the Wolves are in need of  a 
striker following the ACL 
injur y suffered by new 
signing Sasa Kalajdzic over 
the weekend.

He tweeted, “Diego 
Costa, expected in England 
today in order to undergo 
medical tests with Wolves. 
It's the key step to deciding 
on a free transfer – as one 
year deal has already been 
agreed upon.

“Wolves are looking for 
a new striker after Kalajdzic 
ACL injury.”

ylian Mbappe has Kr eve a l e d  Fr e n c h 
president Emmanuel 

Macron pleaded with him to 
reject a transfer offer from 
Real Madrid and stay at Paris 
Saint-Germain this summer.

The PSG forward and 
World Cup winner was the 
subject of  a long-running saga 
over his future last season, 
which was put to an end when 
he signed a new three-year 
contract with the French club 
in May.

In doing so, Mbappe 
rejected the chance to move to 
Real Madrid as a free agent 
while PSG had turned down 
offers for the 23-year-old 
reportedly worth €200m the 
previous summer.

But in an interview with 
the New York Times, Mbappe 
revealed that he received a 
phone call from Macron while 
he was making his decision, 
with the president of  France 
advising him to stay.

Mbappe said Macron told 
him he did not want him to 
move to Real Madrid, adding 
that he was “important to the 
county” and “everyone will be 
happy” if  he stayed in France.

While the striker said he 
made up his own mind to 
remain at the Parc des Princes, 
he did admit Macron's phone 
call had an influence.

“Of  course when the 
President tells you that, it 
counts but as I said before, it 
was my decision,” Mbappe 
said. “I would never have 
imagined talking about my 

future, the future of  my career 
with the President.”

In previous interviews, 
Macron had denied having an 
involvement in Mbappe's 
future or wider transfer 
business at French clubs.

.”

Recall that Kalajdzic 
only arrived this summer 
from Stuttgart in a £15.5m 
deal plus add-ons.

It was a double blow for 
Wolves last Saturday, with 
the club losing striker Raul 
Jimenez to injury in the 
warm-up.

Warriors of  Algeria in an 
international friendly on 
September 27 at the New 
Stadium, Oran, Algeria.

Both nations failed to 
qualify for the 2022 World 
Cup in Qatar with Nigeria 
losing out to bitter rivals, 
Ghana, and Algeria beaten 
to the ticket by Cameroon.

Algeria were initially 
billed to face the Black 
Stars of  Ghana for the 
international friendly, but 
Ghana pulled out of  the tie 
compelling the Algerian 
football authorities to get 
another opponent.

A l g e r i a  d e f e a t e d 
Nigeria 2-1 in the semi-
final of  the 2019 Africa 
Cup of  Nations via 95th 
minute free-kick from Man 
C i t y  w i n ge r,  R i ya d h 
Mahrez.

Algeria will go on to 
win Senegal in the final 
thanks  to  a  Baghdad 
Bounedjah second-minute 
strike.

The match is expected 
to be a tough test for Super 
Eagles  manager,  Jose 
Pesiero, as Algeria have 
always proven to be a 
tough opponent for the 
Super Eagles.

Wednesday.
Osimhen remains a 

doubt for the game at the 
D i e g o  A r m a n d o 
Maradona Stadium after 
picking up an Injury in the 
2-1 win against Lazio last 
weekend.

The Nigerian trained 
s e p a r a t e l y  f r o m  h i s 
teammates on Monday and 
was also not on the pitch on 
Tuesday morning during 

the opening 15 minutes of  
training open to the media.

Spalletti stated he will 
make a decision on the 
striker's availability on the 
eve of  the match.

“Osimhen yesterday 
he experienced some pain, 
so he didn't train yesterday 
and trained separately 
today,” Spalletti told a press 
conference on Tuesday.

“Tomorrow he will 
t r a i n  w i t h  t h e  g r o u p 

provided he feels better 
than today. Tomorrow, if  
he feels up for it, he will try 
and shoot, try to do a bit 
more with the ball and if  he 
has a positive feeling about 
that, like this morning, he 
w i l l  b e  ava i l a b l e  f o r 
selection.”

The 23-year-old has 
scored two goals in five 
league appearances for the 
Blues this season.

T h e  d e a l  f o l l o w s 
LaLiga's partnership with 
Relevent Sports, signed in 
2018, which was aimed at 
promoting the league in 
North America.

LaLiga and Galaxy 
Racer  — which  i s  an 
eSports and gaming firm 
founded in 2019 — will 
each hold a 50% stake in the 
new joint venture.

The league hopes to 
increase engagement with 
existing fans in the region, 
as well as working to target 

younger audiences under 
the age of  30.

“The LaLiga brand is 
powerful, but its potential 
remains untapped amongst 
Millenials and Gen Z in the 
MENA region,” Galaxy 
Racer CEO Paul Roy said in 
a statement.

LaLiga believes that 
while it is already the most 
popu la r  in te r na t iona l 
league in the region, there is 
significant room for growth.

Sources highlighted the 
league's advantages over the 

Bundesliga — which had 
not been broadcast in the 
Middle East and North 
Africa for the last two years 
before a new deal was 
announced last week — and 
Serie A, which has limited 
distribution in the area.

LaLiga's 15-year North 
A m e r i c a n  d e a l  w i t h 
Re l eve n t  i n c l u d e d  a n 
agreement to work towards 
playing regular-season 
games in the United States, 
although a dispute with the 
Spanish football federation 
over the plan's legality 
forced the league to put the 
scheme on hold.

CostaCostaCosta

Champions League: Osimhen 50/50 for Liverpool
clash – Spalletti

Super Eagles to face
Desert Warriors in
friendly

OsimhenOsimhenOsimhen

Nigerian Super Eagles teamNigerian Super Eagles teamNigerian Super Eagles team

Macron's role in my
stay-- Mbappe 
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 significant chapter of  

Ag l o b a l  h i s t o r y  wa s 
c l o s e d  o n  3 0 t h  o f  

A u g u s t .  O n  t h a t  d a y,  a 
substantive champion of  reforms 
passed on and bequeathed to us a 
m i xe d  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  h i s 
contribution to the new world 
order. Mikhail Gorbachev was 
that man. He was not alone in 
this powerful club. His best-
known contemporaries were 
Ronald Regan of  the United 
States of  America and Margaret 
T h a t c h e r  o f  t h e  U n i t e d 
Kingdom.  They  were  no t 
ideological soulmates but shared 
a heart for radical reforms.

G o r b a c h e v  r e p r e s e n t s 
d i f f e r e n t  p e r s o n a l i t i e s , 
depending on which side of  the 
cliff  you stand. Widely seen in 
Russia as the man responsible for 
the collapse of  the Soviet Union, 
Mikhail Gorbachev is hailed in 
the West as the leader who 
helped end the Cold War in 
Europe and nudged Russia 
towards political liberalisation. 
Many on the left in the “global 
South” blame him for facilitating 
US' triumph in the Cold War and 
creating a global imbalance in 
favour of  the West.

His record is much more 
complicated than the extreme 
perceptions of  his brief  tenure as 
the last General Secretary of  the 
Communist Party of  the Soviet 
Union from 1985 to 1991. 
Whichever way one assesses the 
leader who died on Tuesday at 
91, there is no denying his role as 
a world historical figure who 
altered post-War international 
politics.

H e  d i d  n o t  s e t  o u t  t o 
dismantle the Soviet Union. That 
was an unintended outcome of  
his effort to reform the  Russian 
economy (perestroika), inject a 
measure of  openness into its 
closed society (glasnost), end the 
arms race with the US, build 
cooperat ive relat ions with 
Europe, and pull back from 
m i l i t a r y  a d v e n t u r i s m  i n 
Afghanistan and the developing 
world.

T h e  p e r e s t r o i k a 
( “ r e s t r u c t u r i n g ”  o r 

“reformation”), which he started 
t h e n ,  n e v e r  r e a c h e d  t h e 
destination he wanted – a 
democratic, humane socialism; 
perhaps because that destination 
was utopian, rather than a real 
place. The glasnost (openness) 
policy revolutionised Soviet 
Union society by allowing for a 
vibrant civil society and a 
relatively free press. Glasnost 
galvanised opposition to Soviet 
rule and gave the people the 'fuel' 
to burn down the communist 
ideology of  the time. But there is 
no  doubt  tha t  Gorbachev 
welcomed Western ideas and 
a s s i s t a n c e  —  s e e m i n g l y 
r ecogn i s ing  tha t  an  open 
economy and a vibrant civil 
society were the keys to his 
count r y ' s  fu ture,  no t  jus t 
something to please the West.

As a young member of  the 
CPSU Politburo, taking charge 
of  a society mired in multiple 
crises, Gorbachev believed that 
rejuvenating the Soviet Union 
was his patriotic task. But he 
could not control the forces he 
unleashed. This, in turn, led to 
the collapse of  the communist 
system that the 1917 Russian 
Revolution founded. During the 
seven decades that it lasted, the 
Soviet Union had a powerful 
impact on world affairs — 
playing a critical role in defeating 
fascism in Europe, constructing 
the post-War order in Europe, 
a n d  i n s p i r i n g  c o m mu n i s t 
movements worldwide.

Three decades after the 
collapse of  the Soviet Union, 
many of  Gorbachev's presumed 
triumphs have turned out to be 
e p h e m e r a l .  A f t e r  a  b r i e f  
flowering of  liberalism, hopes for 
democracy in Russia have 
withered away. The peace that 
Gorbachev constr ucted in 
Europe went up in flames as 
Russia invaded Ukraine in 
February. If  Gorbachev hoped 
for constructive relations with 
the West, President Vladimir 
Putin is now locked in a severe 
confrontation with Europe and 
the US.

I n  N i ge r i a ,  t h e  l e f t i s t 
establishment deeply mourned 

the collapse of  the Soviet Union 
and the disappearance of  a 
familiar political, economic, and 
ideological world. In retrospect, 
though, the collapse of  the Soviet 
Union compelled Nigeria to 
reform its economy, reorient its 
foreign policy and push hard to 
elevate its global standing in early 
1990. This drove a further push 
a w a y  f r o m  B a b a n g i d a ' s 
S t r u c t u r a l  A d j u s t m e n t 
Programme (SAP) reform, 
which was a bold move to 
transform the Nigerian state, 
economically and socially.

Reflecting on the life and 
times of  Mikhail Gorbachev 
leads us to foundational and 
fundamenta l  i s sues  about 
Nigeria's economic, political, 
and social evolution but, most 
notably, a future marked by 
uncertainty and rapid changes. 
The parallels between the Nigeria 
of  today and the Soviet Union of  
Gorbachev are apparent. The 
decay of  the Nigerian system is 
internal, and this cancerous 
distortion needs painful surgery 
to remove the affected organs of  
the system, to have any chance of  
growth in Nigeria.

Cor r upt ion,  insecur i ty, 
criminality, pover ty, youth 
unemployment and hopelessness 
are ravaging the country, and if  
nothing is done now, it may push 
Nigeria over the precipice. 
However, like the Soviet Union, 
we must take care not to kill the 
Nigerian state by unleashing 
reforms whose consequences 
may not be clear and may lead to 
the unravelling of  the state, as it 
did to USSR. Therefore, Nigeria 
has a lot to learn from Gorbachev 
and the reform and collapse of  
the Soviet Union.

Nigeria has come to a point 
where it requires immediate 
h o l i s t i c  r e f o r m s  a n d 
transformation to lead the 
country in a direction that will 
p o s i t i v e l y  i m p a c t  i t s 
development.  The existing 
systems are not working, and it is 
apparent to all. Only a madman 
will keep doing the same thing 
and expect a different outcome. 
Nigeria needs to overhaul the 

political system, which is barely 
democratic.

The  fo r thcoming  2023 
general election is a democratic 
ritual that Nigeria performs. 
These elections produce 'leaders' 
who lack the leadership skills, 
c o m p e t e n c e,  v i s i o n ,  a n d 
dexterity to take Nigeria to 
freedom. Most politicians make 
bold promises to the electorate 
w i t h o u t  p l a n s  o n  h ow  t o 
accomplish such promises. The 
electorate often has little or no 
choice in selecting good leaders 
since the political structures 
present to them incompetent 
p e o p l e  a s  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r 
elections. The electorate is to be 
blamed too, though. Many are 
apolitical, apathetic, or greedy, as 
such politicians quickly buy their 
votes at ridiculous prices.

H owe ve r,  N i g e r i a  h a s 
neglected, chiefly, the democratic 
principles, ethos and institutions 
that make democracy function 
well. Nigeria has not imbibed 
democratic principles such as the 
rule of  law, credible democratic 
institutions, independence of  the 
judiciary, freedom of  l i fe, 
property, and conscience. We 
need leaders who are not only 
products of  good democratic 
processes but are also adherents 
and advocates of  democratic 
principles and ethos.

Therefore, there is need to 
look at the party systems and 
p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  p r o d u c e 
c a n d i d a t e s ,  i m p r o v e  t h e 
credibility of  elections, and 
overhaul the Nigerian structure 
on the basis of  the yearnings and 
aspirations of  the people, as part 
of  the Nigerian entity. And to 
also appraise the move from 
c e n t r a l i s a t i o n  t o  m o r e 
decentra l i sa t ion of  power 
(getting real power closer to the 
people), structure the different 
organs of  government to be fit-
for-purpose, and create a political 
c o n s e n s u s  t h a t  i s  p r o -
development, pro-humanism, 
and pro-quality living standards 
for all Nigerians.

This reform must be gradual 
and pushed from the centre, with 

the buy-in of  people from all 
p a r t s  o f  N i g e r i a .  T h e 
universalism of  a collective 
national interest must subsume 
ethnicism, regionalism and 
religious jingoism, for the benefit 
of  all. The leader need to allay the 
fears, suspicion, and hatred of  
people from various parts of  the 
country. And leaders must share 
their visions with the people and 
show them how they will work 
hard to actualise their ideas.

The leaders must restructure 
the Nigerian economy to make it 
more productive. There is no 
basis for growth if  all we do is 
consume and not produce, 
mainly when 70% of  what we 
consume are imported. Even the 
little we produce is on the level of  
pure rent-seeking because we 
focus on selling them as raw 
materials at lower prices and 
b u y i n g  f i n i s h e d  g o o d s  a t 
exorbitant prices. We do not even 
f u l ly  ex p l o i t  o u r  n a t u r a l 
resources, even if  we cannot 
transform them into finished 
goods; we have plenty of  arable 
lands, yet we do not produce 
e n o u g h  f o o d  f o r  o u r 
consumption. We exploit natural 
oil and gas, yet we cannot meet 
our OPEC monthly quota. Our 
economy is heavily dependent on 
government expenditure.

When government revenue is 
weak, the whole economy of  the 
country suffers. This has led to 
excessive government borrowing 
that has plunged Nigeria into a 
debt crisis, whereby 120% of  our 
revenue is needed monthly to 
service loans. Nigeria needs a 
leader  who,  through good 
implementable policies, will 
transform Nigeria's economy. 
Nigeria should learn from 
countries like Singapore, United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), and South 
Korea, which changed their 
economies over the past few 
decades to become developed 
economies. The leader must have 
the courage to make difficult 
decisions to run a modern 
capitalist economy driven by 
market principles but adapted to 
serve Nigeria's peculiar interests.

Guest Writer
Hard choices: Between today's Nigeria and
the Soviet Union of Gorbachev era

By Dakuku Peterside

Lagos doctor allegedly rapes
minor, groups demand justice 

Arabic teacher remanded in prison
for sodomising pupil 


