
@newsechonigeria @newsechonigeria @newsechonigeria

EISSN: 2736-0548  WEDNESDAY 28 – THURSDAY 29 SEPTEMBER, 2022   VOL. 3 NO. 112

The fresh news people

Ndigbo responsible for killings in South
East not Fulani herdsmen – Gov. Soludo

Pg. 15

Pg. 6, 7

Pg. 3

Pg. 3

Pg. 12 Pg. 3, 12

Suspended traditional
ruler bags 15 years jail
sentence

Tension, fear grip
candidates, political
parties
...As 2023 presidential
campaign kickstarts

LP chieftain, Pat Utomi
dares Bola Tinubu:
Make your medical
test public

Igbos, saboteurs for
not supporting Atiku
– Emeka Ihedioha
...Says Peter Obi will not win 2023
election

Araraume debunks
report of decamping
from APC

You don’t speak for Yorubas
– Camp Tinubu blasts Afenifere
for supporting Peter Obi
...Afenifere’s support for Obi a show of  unity
– South East group
...Obi supporters just hungry Nigerians paid
N1000-N2000 – Dino Melaye

Nnamdi Kanu to miss
Oct. 4 court sitting
...Still in solitary confinement after
14 months – Lawyer Pg. 12

Tinubu Atiku Obi



Ex-NDE DG condemns use of Keke NAPEP, 
cash as empowerment instruments for youths
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NAPTIP rescues five children, pregnant
woman from child traffickers in Imo
S

ix children and one 
pregnant woman have 
been rescued from child 

traffickers at Eziachi in Orlu 
Local Government of  Imo 
State.

The victims were handed 
over to the State Commis-
sioner for Women Affairs 
and

Vulnerable groups, Lady 
Nkechinyere Ugwu, at her 

ministry in Owerri by the 
Imo State Commander of  
National Agency For The 
Prohibition Of  Trafficking In 
Persons (NAPTIP), Ernest 
Ogbu

Speaking when receiving 
the victims, the Commis-
sioner reiterated the State 
government’s commitment 
to enforce laws on human 
trafficking.

According to a statement 
signed by Nneka Nwogu, 
Information Officer of  Min-
istry of  Women Affairs and 
Vulnerable Groups, the in-
vestigations and subsequent 
arrests of  the syndicate, was 
a joint effort of  NAPTIP 
and the 34 Artillery Brigade, 
Obinze.

“The children were rescued 
from the Human Trafficking 

network which specialized 
in the abduction and selling 
of  children of  Imo State Or-
igin to an Auxiliary nurse 
based in Port Harcourt, Riv-
ers State, one Mrs Favour 
Amaegbulam.

“The principal suspect, Joy 
Duru, was apprehended with 
four children. A fifth Child 
belonging to an accomplice 
implicated in the crime was 
rescued, as investigations 
showed that the accomplice 
is not her birth mother. 

“One of  the sold child has 
been recovered and handed 
over to her biological parents 
and efforts are being made to 
recover another child which 
the suspect confessed to have 
sold to a family in Port-har-
court. Also rescued is a preg-
nant girl and an infant found 
in the Orphanage home be-
longing to the syndicate that 
buys the children” part of  the 
statement read.

The Commissioner 
thanked Mr. Ogbu for a job 

well done and assured that 
the Ministry will follow the 
matter to its logical conclu-
sion, stating that the First 
Lady and Wife of  the State 
Governor, Barr (Mrs) Chi-
oma Uzodimma has been 
briefed on the matter and has 
directed that all measures are 
taken to ensure the culprits 
face the wrath of  the law.

The victims have been 
placed in a secure environ-
ment and the three accom-
plices detained.

Umahi to receive 
National Honours 
award of CON on 
October 11
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

P
resident Muhammadu 
Buhari  has approved 
the conferment of  Na-

tional Honours Award of  
Commander of  the order of  
the Niger, CON on Governor 
David Nweze Umahi. The 
Special Assistant to Gover-
nor Umahi on Media and 
Strategy, Mr. Chooks Oko 
who disclosed this in a state-
ment in Abakaliki said the 
approval was contained in a 
letter forwarded to the Gover-
nor by the Minister of  Special 
Duties and Intergovernmen-
tal Affairs, Senator George 
Akume.

According to the state-
ment: “The Minister in the 
letter emphasized that the 
choice of  Engineer Umahi 
for this prestigious National 
Honours Award was sequel 
to the Governor’s unequalled 
track record of  efficiency 
within seven years in office.” 
“The investiture of  the Gov-
ernor and other deserving 
Nigerians is slated to hold in 
Abuja on Tuesday October 
11, 2022”, the statement con-
cluded.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he first Director Gen-
eral of  National Di-
rectorate of  Employ-

ment (NDE), Chief  Chuku 
Wachuku has condemned 
donation of  tricycles, cash 
gifts and sharing of  foods as 
empowerment for youths in 
Nigeria. 

He stated that such items 
distributed, are not sustain-
able forms of  true empow-
erment but a temporary 
ground which easily col-
lapse after a short period. 

Wachuku who made this 
known while speaking to 
News Echo in Mbawsi, his 
hometown, made it clear 
that unless real and sustain-
able job creating systems 
were put in place in Nigeria, 
the challenges of  unemploy-
ment would not be defeated. 
Wachuku, who is the Sena-
torial candidate of  Young 
Progressive Party (YPP) for 
Abia Central district, prom-

ised to bring to bear, his ex-
pertise in economy, job cre-
ation, resource management 
in Abia Central if  elected the 
next Senator. 

“Giving Keke NAPEP to 
people as a way of  empow-
ering them cannot end pov-
erty and unemployment. It is 
only the building of  sustain-
able employment systems 
and exposing the youths to 
sustainable job schemes that 
can create lasting jobs.” 

“Anybody who gives you 
Keke and tells you he has 
empowered you has not told 
you the truth”, he said. The 
Mbawsi Prince challenged 
youths to key into sustain-
able skills acquisition pro-
grams that can lift them and 
their families and not clam-
ouring for crumbs that come 
in form of  shaky empower-
ment. 

He further promised to go 
into solid partnership with 
Osisioma-based Geometric 
Power LTD to ensure that 
there would be adequate 

power supply for industrial 
clusters he plans to establish 
in Abia Central, which he 
said, would give jobs to 500 
persons in each LGA of  the 
Senatorial district and 250 
jobs in each political ward in 
Abia Central.

 He described himself  as 
the most prepared candidate 
in the Abia Central race, add-
ing that his party is not afraid 
of  other political parties.

 The ex-NDE boss assured 
that if  elected, he would use 
legislative instruments and 
responsibility to ensure that 
the leader of  IPOB, Nnamdi 
Kanu  is given fair hearings 
and possibly released.

“Nnamdi Kanu is my con-
stituent and when am elect-
ed, I will use legislative in-
struments to ensure that he is 
given fair trial. The law says 
you are innocent until found 
guilty and in his own case for 
now, he is still innocent un-
til proven otherwise. I won’t 
abandon him if  am elected. 
He is my constituent.”

Abia Speaker begins another mini 
stadium project for talent hunt
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
900 popular stand 
-capacity and 100- 
capacity VIP stand 

stadium with a standard 
pitch and goalposts being 
constructed by Speaker of  
Abia State House of  Assem-
bly, Hon Chinedum Orji will 
soon be completed and hand-
ed over for use by the Speak-
er.  

The sports facility which 
is being built at St Stephen’s 
Anglican Church field at 
Ward 2 part of  Umuahia 
North LGA, is aimed at rais-
ing future sports champions 
in Abia State, particularly 
from Umuahia.

 In a recent interview with 
the Chief  Press Secretary 
(CPS) to the Speaker of  Abia 
State House of  Assembly, 
Jude Ndukwe, he explained 
that Abia State Speaker had 
earlier before now, completed 
a mini stadium at Isieke Ibe-
ku also in Umuahia North 

which is presently a rais-
ing ground for future Kanu 
Nwankwos, Jay Jay Okochas 
and Chioma Ajunwas.

He equally noted that the 
Speaker, who is the candidate 
of  PDP for Ikwuano/Umua-
hia federal House of  Repre-
sentatives, had already com-
pleted water, roads, transport 
and educational projects for 
his  constituents in Abia State 
House of  Assembly before his 
House of  Reps aspirations.

The Ward 2 stadium has  
changing rooms with con-
veniences specially designed 
for the Home and Away 
teams, the rooms can also 
serve as a holding space for 
none soccer events. 

The project, according to 
the contractor handling it, is 
to be completed by December 
this year. Similarly, the Speak-
er of  Abia State House of  As-
sembly, Hon Chinedum Orji 
who is the PDP candidate for 
Ikwuano/Umuahia federal 
constituency has donated 3 
Toyota Sienna buses to his 

local government House of  
Representatives campaign co-
ordinators. 

Presenting the buses to the 
coordinators from Ikwuano, 
Umuahia North and Umua-
hia South, the Director-Gen-
eral of  Ikukuoma campaign 
organization, Pastor Emeka 
Inyama charged the coor-
dinators to deliver on their 
mandates. 

The campaign DG ex-
pressed the confidence that 
the PDP candidate would 
be elected by the people and 
pleaded with Ikwuano/
Umuahia electorate to iden-
tify with the candidate for 
more dividends.

Group cautious against 
hijack of PVCs
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
group which calls 
itself  Coalition for 
Abia Unity (CAU) 

has claimed that some po-
litical parties and their fol-
lowers are planning to hijack 
the collection of  permanent 
voter’s cards (PVCs) in the 
State. To this end, the group 
has advised Abians to be vig-
ilant to frustrate the alleged 
plans.

In a statement in Umua-
hia, the Chairman of  CAU, 
Chief  Uzo  Chukwu  alleged 
that the planned mob up of  
the PVCs were being planned 
by some big political parties, 
using the guise of  mobiliza-
tion of  registered voters to go 
and collect their PVCs from 
INEC office. Chief  Chukwu 
urged Abians to be watchful 

against any design by those 
he described as enemies of  
the State to trap the State in 
underdevelopment.

He therefore called upon 
the INEC, EFCC, ICPC, 
Nigerian Police and other 
concerned agencies to be 
alive to their responsibilities 
in nipping in the bud, the al-
leged plans.

The group claimed that it 
had taken some months to 
study desperate moves   by 
some political parties and 
their followers towards hi-
jacking electoral system. 
On his expectations from 
registered Abia voters, the 
Chairman of  CAU remind-
ed them that their future is 
in their hands to secure or 
destroy and therefore, chal-
lenged them to reject any 
temptation to trade off  their 
rights.

2023 Elections: IPOB gives condition 
for participating in politics

T
he Indigenous People 
of  Biafra (IPOB) on 
Monday gave condi-

tions for participating in the 
nation’s politics.

The group said it would 
only be interested in politics 
if  the Federal Government 
would fix a date for a referen-
dum to determine Biafra’s 
fate as a sovereign state.

In a statement by its Me-
dia and Publicity Secretary, 
Emma Powerful, IPOB in-
sisted that anything short of  
a United Nations’ supervised 
referendum to determine Bia-
fra, it would not be interested 
in national affairs.

It described as laughable 
and disgraceful statement 
credited to the Inspector 
General of  Police linking its 
security outfit, Eastern Secu-
rity Network (ESN) to their 
alleged planned attacks on 
political campaigns and elec-
tions.

The seperatist group 

warned the Federal Govern-
ment to leave it alone, stress-
ing that it remained focused 
on its mission and would not 
be attracted for whatever rea-
son.

The statement partly reads: 
“We have always maintained 
that we are not interested in 
anything that has to do with 
Nigeria let alone taking any 
side in their fraudulent politi-
cal process. IPOB are not zoo 
politicians. The only political 
process that IPOB will partic-
ipate in is a UN supervised 
Biafra Referendum that will 
usher in Biafra Sovereignty 
and Independence.

“Anyone intending to link 
ESN Operative, Volunteers, 
including IPOB members in 
their planned political attacks 
is deluded and regret will al-
ways be their portion.

“IPOB has remained 
peaceful and nonviolent in 
our quest of  seeking Biafra 
freedom from Nigeria State 

and no amount of  blackmail 
can change our resolve to re-
store Biafra from the shack-
les of  Nigeria Government.

“Nigeria Government 
should leave IPOB/ESN 
alone. We are bigger than 
their political strategies. 
They can link or lure other 
groups into Nigeria Politics 
but not IPOB because we 
remain focused on our mis-
sion and can’t be attracted to 
what we abhor. 

“We abhor anything in 
Nigeria and can’t be attract-
ed to what we have rejected. 
“The whole world should 
know that IPOB is not inter-
ested in the selection process 
they call election in Nigeria 
because it doesn’t meet our 
standards to achieve Biafra 
freedom. IPOB will achieve 
Biafra freedom, not through 
Nigeria politics or election 
but through a UN supervised 
referendum or an outright 
declaration of  BIAFRA.”
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South East Youth group criticizes murder
of Kano-based Igbo traders

Igbos saboteurs for not supporting 
Atiku, says Emeka Ihedioha

F
ormer Governor 
of  Imo state Chief  
Emeka Ihedioha 

has taken a swipe on the 
Igbos for not supporting 
the candidature of  former 
vice president,Alhaji Atiku 
Abubakar. 

Emeka Ihedioha who 
addressed the Igbo com-
munity in Ghana over the 
weekend said that Igbo’s 
are sabotaging their politi-
cal future for discarding the 
PDP presidential candidate 
Atiku Abubakar in place of  
Peter obi who Is running on 
the ticket of  labour party.

According to the former 
deputy speaker, it would 
amount to political naivety 
sabotage should the igbos 
leave PDP presidential can-

didate Atiku Abubakar and 
support Peter obi.

“The 2023 general elec-
tion would be a litmus test 
on the political faithful-
ness of  the Igbos, it would 
amount to sabotage to have 
supported PDP for decades 
and turn around now to 
support Peter obi who is 
running on the ticket of  la-
bour party”

“Labour has no structure 
to win , those supporting 
labour party are saboteurs 
who don’t wish the Igbo 
Nation good politically “

” Peter obi wouldn’t win 
this election, let’s not bury 
our political destiny by 
supporting him in place of  
Atiku Abubakar, say chief  
Emeka ihedioha.”

Presidential �agbearer of the Peoples Democratic Party, Atiku Abubakar in a handshake with his running mate, Governor of 
Delta State Senator Ifeanyi Okowa while Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi of Enugu State watches on when Atiku landed Enugu for his 
political campaign on Tuesday.

A 
South East-based 
youth group, the Co-
alition of  South East 

Youth Leaders (COSEYL), 
has denounced the murder 
of  two Igbo traders in Kano 
State.

The murder, which took 
place on a day when Mr. Pe-
ter Obi, the Labour Party’s 
presidential candidate, was 
in the state, was said to have 
political overtones by the 
gang.

 “It is inconceivable that 
two legal business people 
who have done nothing 
wrong will be slain by their 
assailants on the assumption 
that they are informers to 
the military,” the group in 
Awka, Anambra State, said 
in a statement.

“What business do men 
who traveled all the way to 
Kano to look for their daily 
bread have with being in-
formant of  the military?

“The Tale by Moonlight 
story about the assassina-

tion of  Ifeanyi Elechukwu, 
41, and Chibuike Emma-
nuel does not add up at all. 
We suspect a foul play in the 
death of  these two young 
men in their prime.

“It is on record that Peter 
Obi was in Kano State over 
the weekend to make some 
consultation on his presiden-
tial ambition, where he met 
with the Emir of  Kano to 
solicit for their support, and 
two Igbo traders were killed 
by 8:50 p.m on the same Sat-
urday Obi was in Kano, and 
they accused them of  being 
military spy.

“We don’t accept such Tale 
by Moonlight story about 
the assassination of  the two 
Igbo traders whose means 
of  livelihood is known to all 
as ‘military spy’.”

The group said the killing 
demands thorough investi-
gation, calling on the Inspec-
tor General of  Police (IG) to 
urgently move to unravel the 
mystery behind the killing.

Afenifere justifies Obi’s endorsement

T
he Yoruba socio-polit-
ical group, Afenifere, 
on Monday justified its 

decision to back the presiden-
tial candidate of  the Labour 
Party, Peter Obi, for the 2023 
elections.

The group’s leader, Chief  
Ayo Adebanjo, made its posi-
tion known at a press confer-
ence in Lagos.

Justifying the decision, 
Adebanjo said the group 
would not compromise the 
principle of  justice, equity 
and inclusiveness because the 
presidential candidate of  the 
All Progressives Congress, 
Asiwaju Bola Tinubu, is a 
Yoruba man.

He said, “The South-West 
has produced a President and 
currently sits as Vice Pres-
ident; the South-South has 
spent a total of  six years in 
the Presidency, but the Igbo 
people of  the South-East have 
never tasted presidency in Ni-
geria, and now that the power 
is due back in the South, equi-
ty demands that it be ceded to 
the Igbo.

“We cannot continue to 
demand that the Igbo people 
remain in Nigeria while we, 
at the same time, continue 
to brutally marginalise and 
exclude them from the power 
dynamics. “Peter Obi is the 
person of  Igbo extraction that 
Afenifere has decided to sup-

port and back; he is the man 
we trust to restructure the 
country back to federalism on 
the assumption of  office.

“We will not compromise 
this principle of  justice, equi-
ty and inclusiveness because 
one of  our own, Asiwaju 
Bola Tinubu, is a frontline 
candidate. It is on this same 
principle we condemn the 
Peoples Democratic Party for 
sponsoring Atiku Abubakar, 
a Northern Fulani Muslim 
to succeed General Muham-
madu Buhari another Fulani 
Muslim.”

However, in his reaction, 
the APC spokesperson, Pres-
idential Campaign Council, 

The group, in the state-
ment said: “The assassina-
tion of  these two young men 
has a political undertone, 
and we demand an inde-
pendent and proper investi-
gation to unravel the perpe-
trators and why there were 

assassinated.
“Ifeanyi, Chibuike and 

other Igbo traders have 
been doing their legitimate 
businesses in Kano for so 
many years, why will these 
two young men be sudden-
ly assassinated just at the 

same time Peter Obi came 
to Kano for political consul-
tation?

“We call on the IG, Us-
man Baba, and the Gover-
nor of  Kano State, Alhaji 
Abdullahi Umar Ganduje, 
to unravel the true killers of  

those innocent traders.
 “We don’t want a politi-

cal investigation on this par-
ticular matter. The precious 
lives of  two human beings 
are involved, who have loved 
ones, families and children 
to take care of. A thorough 
job must be done.”

Festus Keyamo, accused 
Adebanjo of  promoting his 
agenda as the position of  the 
pan-Yoruba group.

According to Punch re-
ports, Keyamo disclosed that 
he stood by an earlier state-
ment released by the council’s 
Director of  Media and Pub-
licity, Bayo Onanuga.

He said, “We stand by 
the statement issued yester-
day (Sunday) by our cam-
paign council media director. 
Afenifere is not the mouth-
piece of  the Yoruba. The 
release comprehensively ad-
dressed the matter.

“The issue is that the 
Afenifere in question is just 

Pa Adebanjo trying to project 
his personal bias against Asi-
waju. He is not pursuing any 
pan-Yoruba act of  patriotism 
as claimed. No, he is not.

“Besides, his view is not 
the position of  the entire 
Afenifere. He is just a fac-
tional member of  the group. 
We are aware that there was 
no time Afenifere met to take 
such a decision.”

Onanuga had, in an earlier 
statement, described Adeban-
jo’s endorsement of  Obi as a 
personal decision.

While admitting that he 
is free to support anyone he 
likes in furtherance of  his 
democratic right, the media 
director stated that the elder 
statesman does not speak for 
the Yorubas.

•  Says Peter Obi will not win 2023 election

Araraume debunks report of 
decamping from APC 

F
ormer governorship 
aspirant in Imo State, 
Ifeanyi Ararume   has 

debunked media reports 
that he has quit the govern-
ing All Progressives Con-
gress, APC, for the Labour 
party.

Araraume was in the 
news last week over allega-
tions that he has joined LP 
and collapsed his political 
structure in the 27 local gov-
ernments into the new party.

In a swift reaction, the 
former governorship aspir-
ant said the authors of  the 
report are hatchet writers 
hired to peddle falsehood, 

saying he would not join 
any political party through 
the back door.

The senator, who repre-
sented Imo North senatori-
al district in the senate also 
described the report as part 
of  “consistent and mischie-
vous attempts by detractors 
to portray me to the public 
as politically inconsistent” 

“A situation where jour-
nalists present blackmail, 
conjectures, speculations 
and imaginations as true 
stories to the reading pub-
lic, portends danger to the 
profession and to the larger 
society,” he said.

Obi supporters just hungry Nigerians paid 
N1000-N2000 - Dino Melaye

T
he spokesperson, Peo-
ples Democratic People 
Presidential Campaign 

Management Committee, 
Dino Melaye, has rubbished 
the one million-man march 
for Peter Obi, the presidential 
candidate of  the Labour Par-
ty, LP, over the weekend in 
Abuja. According to him, the 
so-called Obi supporters were 
just hungry Nigerians paid 
N1000-N2000 and assembled 
from all parts of  Abuja and 
Nigerians, in general, to stand 

to say they were Obi-dients. 
Melaye insisted that the 

forthcoming presidential 
election is between the presi-
dential candidate of  the PDP 
and the others, adding that 
Peter Obi’s presence at the 
recently concluded governor-
ship election in Osun State 
did not make his party a chal-
lenger. Just like if  you go to 
court they’ll say Federal Gov-
ernment vs Dino Melaye and 
others and this particular case 
you have Atiku Abubakar 
and others including the 

APC, Labour Party, SDP, 
NNPP all of  them are others 
in this regard,” Melaye said in 
television interview. 

“And I want to tell you that 
to assemble crowd is just to 
bring out money. Mobiliza-
tion is very very cheap in this 
country. “People are hungry. 

If  you go to Nyanya, Mar-
araba people were being load-
ed in buses from Lugbe and 
every part of  the country to 
stand and say they’re support-
ing…let them to the election.

…You don’t speak for Yorubas - Tinubu’s team 
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Editorial

oung people are excessively Yaffected by HIV globally. The 
greatest burden of HIV among 

young people is in sub-Saharan Africa. 
Here, young women have almost eight 
times the HIV prevalence as same-age 
men and their annual HIV incidence is 
an estimated 8 percent. 

C l e a r l y,  a d o l e s c e n t s  a r e  a 
heterogeneous population; risk factors 
for HIV depend both on individual 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a n d 
social/environmental contexts. This 
d ivers i ty  must  be  addressed  in 
interventions.

The global commitment to ending 
the AIDS epidemic by 2030 places HIV 
prevention at the centre of the response. 
With the disease continuing to 
disproportionately affect  young 
populations in the Eastern and 
Southern African Region (ESAR), 
particularly adolescent girls and young 
women, reducing HIV infections in this 
group is integral to achieving this 
ambitious target. 

Considering the value of processes 
to mitigate HIV vulnerability and 
recommendations of actions needed to 
improve and sustain the HIV prevention 
response. Stemming the tide of new 
HIV infections among young people, it 
requires an amplification of efforts 
across all sectors, which will safeguard 
past achievements and advance actions 
towards eliminating AIDS as a public 
health threat.

However, substantial progress has 
been made in the AIDS response under 
the Millennium Development Goals 
framework. Yet, adolescents and young 
people are still heavily affected by the 
disease, accounting for 37% of all new 
HIV infections in 2017 and 15% of all 
people living with HIV. 

While the overall number of AIDS-
related deaths declined by 48% between 
2005 and 2017, AIDS-related deaths 
among all adolescents and young people 
increased by 50% to approximately 
55,000 deaths. The greatest number of 
new infections in the Eastern and 
Southern African Region (ESAR) occur 
among adolescents and young people. 
In this region, access to HIV and sexual 
and reproductive health (SRH) services 
is limited and social stigma and human 
rights violations are widespread.

If the target of reducing the number 

of new HIV infections by 75% by 2030 is 
to  be  achieved,  ampl i f ied  HIV 
prevention efforts are necessary. 
Further, consideration is given on the 
broader developmental priorities for 
sus ta in ing  the  HIV prevent ion 
response, including social protection 
p r o g r a m m i n g  t o  m i t i ga t e  H I V 
vulnerability, innovative ways in which 
to finance HIV prevention activities, 
a n d  a r e a s  wh e r e  c iv i l  s o c i e t y 
involvement can be strengthened.

A multi-pronged approach is needed 
that includes information, services, and 
attention to the context within which 
youth make decisions on risky sex and 
related behaviors such as injecting 
drugs that increase HIV transmission.

As with other health interventions 
targeting young people, the political 
and social context is important. 
Successive international agreements, 
from the 1994 International Conference 
on Population and Development to the 
2001 UN Special Session on AIDS and 
2002 Summit on Children have affirmed 
the rights of young people to high-
quality sexual and reproductive health 
information and services. Countries 
need to develop national policies and 
service guidelines that specifically 
recognize and respond to the youth 
dimension of the epidemic, including 
guaranteeing the right of young people 
to access information and services.

Care, support, and mitigation 
efforts are also vital for young people 
infected with HIV and for those from 
AIDS-affected homes. One approach is 
to expand school and livelihoods 
opportunities for poor youth affected by 
AIDS, including AIDS orphans.

We therefore the increased use of 
these options than ever before to reduce 
the risk of acquiring or transmitting 
HIV. Using medicines to treat HIV, 
using medicines to prevent HIV, using 
condoms, having only low-risk sex, 
only having partners with the same HIV 
status, and not having sex can all 
effectively reduce risk. Some options 
are more effective than others. 

Combining prevention strategies 
may be even more effective. But in order 
for any option to work, it must be used 
correctly and consistently.

Upgrading moves aimed
at curbing HIV spread
among young persons
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ounded in August, F1998, the People's 
D e m o c r a t i c  Pa r t y  

(PDP), used to pride itself  as 
the largest political party in 
Africa, in the times that seem 
to have faded in our memories. 
It was founded by eminent 
citizens like Chief  Solomon 
Lar, Dr. Alex Ekwueme and 
m a n y  o t h e r s .  B r o a d l y  
speaking, the PDP represents a 
centre right political entity, 
a d o p t i n g  a  n e o l i b e r a l  
economic status dressed in 
ultra-conservatism, thus 
favouring free market policies 
which support economic 
liberalism. It easily won the 
February 1999 election, 
fielding retired former military 
leader, General Olusegun 
Obasanjo to pair with a retired 
customs officer, Alhaji Atiku 
Abubakar. It would later win 
the 2003 election through 
Alhaji Umaru Yar'adua, and 
the 2007 election through a 
retired teacher, Dr. Goodluck 
Jonathan. It managed to retain 
a majority in the States and the 
legislative assemblies, through 
these periods, mostly under 
v e r y  q u e s t i o n a b l e  
circumstances. Having tasted 
power, the PDP did everything 
underneath the sun to retain 
power, which it held on to for 
so long a period from 1999 to 
2015, until  its for tunes 
changed. No significant 
change was experienced in the 
economic prosperi ty of  
Nigeria, during these wasted 
years.

Whilst it held sway, the 
PDP virtually became a 
monster in power, trampling 
upon the rights of  its own 
members and thriving in 
impunity and brazen violation 
of  its own constitution, which 
led to the imposition of  very 
unpopular candidates through 
electoral malpractices and 
manipulations. It was indeed a 
thriving moment for the party 
that once boasted its motto as: 
Power To the People, whereas 
only a few gathered themselves 
together to determine its fate 
and fortunes. So it was that the 
party became seemingly 
i m p r e g n a b l e  a n d  e ve n  
invincible, to some extent. All 
efforts made by the rival 
political parties to wrest power 
from the PDP were always 
thwarted and contained, 
viciously and at times, brutally. 
Nigeria was becoming more of  

a one party state at the time, 
until the opposition gathered 
its acts together to form a 
major political alliance under 
the All Progressive Congress, 
in 2015. Even at that, it took 
the rebellious efforts of  
disgruntled members of  the 
PDP, to completely decimate 
the umbrella party, through the 
newPDP.

Under the PDP, Nigerians 
got used to bal lot  box 
snatching during elections, 
m a s s i v e  r i g g i n g  a n d  
manipulation of  election 
results,  int imidation of  
opposition candidates and 
their parties with security 
agencies, in some atmosphere 
of  benevolent dictatorship. It 
was purely a matter of  the end 
justifying the means; just to 
win the elections, at all costs. 
This was mixed with very 
scandalous cases of  corruption 
and open stealing by public 
officers and political leaders, 
who all simply walked into the 
public treasury to trade. We 
were all told on national 
broadcast that stealing is not 
corruption. Simply put, we 
became trapped under the 
PDP, with no clear direction 
fo r  the  t r ue  economic  
prosperity of  Nigeria. So that 
by the time the general 
elections came in 2015, most 
people just wanted anything 
but PDP, not bothering to 
properly read through the 
main opposition party, the 
APC, which itself  has since 
proven to be worse.

Upon conclusion of  the 
elections, the incumbent 
p r e s i d e n t  a n d  P D P  
presidential nominee, Dr. 
Goodluck Jonathan, was 
d e f e a t e d  b y  G e n e r a l  
Muhammadu Buhari of  the 
APC, with 55% to 45%, losing 
with 2.6 million votes, out of  
28.6 million votes cast. Out of  
the 36 States, the APC won 21 
states whilst the PDP won 15 
states and the Federal Capital 
Territory, forcing the latter to 
slip into the main opposition 
party. Behold, the largest party 
in Africa became like fish out 
of  water. The effect was 
devastating, as the PDP fell 
into some irreversible trauma, 
rendering staccato voices of  
total discord here and there 
and running around like a 
chicken drenched by a heavy 
downpour. Having lost power 
at the center, mini gods soon 
emerged in the States where 

the PDP held sway, and things 
began to fall apart. The APC 
became totally ruthless in 
power, hounding prominent 
PDP members into jail or 
temporary custody, whilst 
most of  them battled to save 
their names and fortunes. It 
won't be long before the PDP 
became hit with internal 
implos ion,  through the  
mindless power tussle between 
the Ali Modu Sheriff  faction 
and that of  Ahmed Markafi, 
until it was rescued by the 
judiciary, though a little too 
late to salvage the now 
perforated umbrella. The PDP 
did its best to rescue its sinking 
ship during the 2019 general 
elections, but the APC would 
b r o o d  n o  s u c h  d a r i n g  
incursion into Also Villa, as it 
dug deeper into the drenched 
PDP, even snatching some of  
its governors in the unending 
political conquest.

Now in the opposition, the 
PDP has since lost its bearing, 
not knowing how to proceed in 
the  bus ines s  o f  soc ia l  
a g i t a t i o n ,  o f  m e d i a  
propaganda and political 
activism. It was just following 
the APC, which was now 
playing the role of  ruling party 
and the opposition. By all 
standards, democracy is 
people's government, and you 
cannot operate it without mass 
involvement, which the PDP 
lacks, having oppressed and 
suppressed the masses for all 
of  its life. In any democracy, 
the opposition has a major role 
to play, especially in the 
developing economies. This is 
why in the legislature, a crucial 
post is reserved for a member 
of  the opposition as minority 
leader. His role is to constantly 
raise vital issues of  national 
i m p o r t a n c e ,  w i t h  t h e  
government, when it has 
ceased to do the will of  the 
people. Holding its measuring 
rod, the opposition will 
a n a ly s e  e ve r y  a n d  a l l  
programmes and policies of  
the government, vis a vis the 
manifesto of  the ruling party 
and the promises made during 
its campaigns. The opposition 
is expected to criticize the 
government in case the latter 
ignores i ts  promises or 
conceals vital facts and would 
at times resort to protestations 
in the assemblies or mass 
action through the people.

In a  democracy,  the  
opposition is the platform to 

raise awareness among the 
people over specific issues of  
national importance and to 
raise levels of  political 
consciousness among them. It 
must constantly provide 
c r e d i b l e  a n d  o b j e c t ive  
alternatives to government 
programmes and policies and 
not just criticize for the sake of  
being heard or bringing the 
gover nment  down.  The 
opposition serves as the 
watchdog of  the system and in 
some cases, it would proceed 
to form a shadow cabinet to 
exerc i se  v ig i l  over  the  
p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  t h e  
government.

But what do we now have 
with PDP as the opposition 
party? Empty noises all over, 
of  discordant tunes in political 
disarray, which in turn has 
turned the APC into a monster 
of  sorts. The PDP dwells 
mostly in utter frivolities and 
cannot even drive and muster 
viable opposition, of  critically 
engaging government agencies 
and parastatals on glaring 
inefficiencies and wastages. It 
is not gathering any political 
intelligence, for mass action 
and it is not familiar with or 
even engaging labour and civil 
society groups, nor partnering 
with the all-powerful Lagos-
Ibadan axis of  the media. 
Labour has declared one or 
two strikes in the life of  this 
regime without any whimper 
from the PDP, university 
teachers have been on strike for 
months now without a single 
collaborative action from the 
PDP and individual activists 
and analysts have become soft 
targets of  the ruthless APC 
regime without any form of  
solidarity from the PDP. Is that 
an opposition party? Your 
guess is as good as mine!

What is the value of  an 
opposition that has no single 
bite at all? Of  what use is an 
opposition that does not even 
understand its own vital role in 
democracy? If  the government 
is all too powerful to crush the 
opposition, the latter should be 
potent enough to cause a stir, 
either in the parliament, in the 
courts or on the streets, against 
the government and force it to 
adjust or exit, through mass 
movement and agitation. How 
can you effectively play the 
role of  opposition in the 
luxury of  your offices and 
mansions, and expect to be 
taken seriously? There will be 

no democratic warfare at all? 
And yet you want to wrest 
power?

Governor Nyesom Wike is 
busy destroying the house that 
he once helped to build, 
consumed with self  and ego, 
with a heavy war chest 
bankrolled with crude oil 
windfall. Some say that Karma 
is the judge, now serving PDP 
with its own coin. The party is 
in serious dilemma, not 
knowing what to do with Wike 
and his team, since they 
cannot be expelled from the 
party whilst still openly 
p r o f e s s i n g  l oya l t y  a n d  
membership. Yet, the Wike 
group remains in the PDP at its 
great peril because the internal 
battle is always worse than the 
external one. The situation of  
the opposition party seems 
delicate and precarious, in the 
present circumstance of  
events. By all means, Alhaji 
Atiku Abubakar should not 
have contested the PDP 
presidential primary election. 
The issue at hand goes beyond 
having the  pres ident ia l  
candidate and the Chairman 
come from the same Northern 
r e g i o n ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h e  
implication of  the arrogance 
of  the power monsters, which 
gives the wrong impression of  
non-relevance. When things 
get to such a desperate time 
when a political party cannot 
uphold its own constitution, 
proffering the lame excuse of  
loss of  power as the reason for 
the backward proposal for it to 
jettison zoning, then such 
entity cannot be entrusted with 
the governance of  a delicate 
nation like Nigeria. If  while in 
the opposition a political party 
is so treacherous to abandon its 
own constitution, what will it 
d o  w i t h  t h e  N i g e r i a n  
Constitution if  entrusted with 
power?

L e t  t h e  ow n e r s  a n d  
handlers of  the PDP wake up 
from their tiring slumber and 
take up the task of  credible and 
viable opposition. That is what 
democracy is all about. We are 
now sick and tired of  the same 
narrative from the ruling party. 
Let us hear the other side, and 
imbibe the golden words of  
Plato that:

“The punishment of  wise 
men who refuse to take part in 
the affairs of  the government, 
is to live under the government 
of  the unwise men.”

By Ebun-Olu Adegboruwa 

PDP and the Tightrope
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n the timetable by INEC Iearlier this year, the 
Presidential and National 

Assembly elections will hold 
on Saturday, February 25, 
2 0 2 3 ,  f o l l owe d  b y  t h e  
gover norship  and State  
A s s e m b ly  e l e c t i o n s  o n  
Saturday, March 11, 2023.

INEC had said no political 
party or candidate should 
embark on any form of  
campaign before the scheduled 
date when the ban would be 
lifted. It also said campaigns 
by political parties for the 
presidential and National 
Assembly elections will begin 
on September 28, 2022 while 
electioneering activities for the 
governorship and State House 
of  Assembly elections will 
commence on October 12, 
2022.

The Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) 
released the l is t  of  18 
presidential candidates as part 
o f  t h e  b u i l d u p  t o  t h e  
presidential and National 
A s s e m b ly  e l e c t i o n s  o n  
February 25 next year. 

The campaign train of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) comprises 325 members 
w i t h  G o v e r n o r  U d o m  
Emmanuel as the director-
general, while the campaign 
team of  the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) consists of  
442 members with President 
Muhammadu Buhari  as  
chairman. 

Both Tinubu and APC 
national chairman, Senator 
Abdullahi Adamu, are co-

deputy chairmen.  With 
campaigns, kick-star ting 
today, Monday 28, 2022, the 
parties and their candidates 
will definitely take the battle to 
the lands of  their opponents 
while making efforts to 
consolidate their foothold on 
their individual base. 

For the 2023 presidential 
race, the major contenders are 
ex-vice president  Atiku 
A b u b a k a r ,  P e o p l e s  
Democratic Party (PDP); ex-
Anambra governor Peter Obi, 
Labour Party (LP); ex-Lagos 
governor Bola Tinubu, All 
Progressives Congress (APC); 
and former Kano governor 
Rabiu Kwankwaso, New 
N i g e r i a  Pe o p l e s  Pa r t y  
(NNPP).

A tough race is in sight as 
each of  the foursome not only 
boasts of  a large fan base, they 
know one another well  
enough.

Kwankwaso served as 
Defence Minister under 
President Olusegun Obasanjo 
when Atiku was the VP. In 
2015, Obi was Atiku's running 
mate under the PDP.

In 2007, Atiku ran for 
presidency under the Action 
Congress of  Nigeria (ACN) 
led by Tinubu after he dumped 
the PDP. ACN was one of  the 
APC foundation platforms 
and Peter Obi, was Atiku's 
running mate in 2019, general 
election.

The North-West and 
South-West geopolitical zones 
are leading in voter registration 
w i t h  2 2 , 6 7 2 , 3 7 3  a n d  
18,332,191 eligible voters, the 
I n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i o n a l  

Electoral Commission (INEC) 
has disclosed.

An update published on 
the INEC website showed that 
96 ,303 ,016  peop le  had  
registered before the voter 
registration was suspended on 
Ju ly  3 1 .  I n  2 0 1 9 ,  t h e  
c o m m i s s i o n  r e g i s t e r e d  
84,004,084 voters. The 2022 
INEC data indicated an 
increase  o f  12 ,298 ,932  
registrations ahead of  the 2023 
general elections.

T h e  N o r t h - W e s t ,  
comprising seven states 
(Jigawa, Kaduna, Katsina, 
Kano, Kebbi, Sokoto and 
Zamfara), has 22,672,373 
eligible voters. The South-
West region comprising Lagos, 
Oyo, Ondo, Osun and Ekiti 
follows closely with a total of  
18,332,191 voters.

The North-Central comes 
t h i r d  w i t h  1 5 , 6 8 0 , 4 3 8  
registered voters, a little above 
t h e  S o u t h - S o u t h  w i t h  
15,299,374. The North-East 
has 12,820,363 voters, while 
voters resident in the South-
East are 11,498,277.

The INEC data further 
showed that more than 50 per 
cent (or 8,854,566) of  the 
1 2 , 0 1 3 , 0 6 8  n ew  vo t e r s  
registered in person, and 
others (3,444,378) registered 
online. Also, the over 12 
million new voters comprise 
6,074,078 males and 6,224,866 
females.

As politicians and their 
political parties gear up for 
electioneering campaigns 
towards the 2023 general 
e l e c t i o n s ,  a  m a s s i v e  
enlightenment   of  the 

g o v e r n i n g  r u l e s  f o r  
electioneering campaigns, 
under the Electoral Act 
2022( the  Act )  becomes  
imperative. This piece of  
compilation seeks to succinctly 
achieve that aim with the 
following answered subheads:

Can A Political Party Be 
Prevented From Holding 
Rallies/Processions?

Whereas the Act enjoins 
the Commissioner of  Police in 
each State of  the Federation 
and the Federal Capital 
Territory, Abuja,  to provide 
adequate security for proper 
and peaceful conduct of  
p o l i t i c a l  r a l l i e s  a n d  
processions in their respective 
jurisdictions (for which  
purpose, the Police may be 
supported by the Nigerian 
Security and Civil Defence 
Corps and any other security 
agency  o f  the  Fede ra l  
G o v e r n m e n t ) , t h e  l a w  
expressly states that no 
registered political party in 
Nigeria, its aspirants or 
candidate shall be prevented 
f r o m  h o l d i n g  r a l l i e s ,  
processions or meetings at any 
time for their constitutional 
political purposes, and the 
Police shall in a consultative 
manner, resolve any conflict of  
time and venue between and 
amongst parties where such 
arises.

Refer: Section 91 of  the 
Electoral Act 2022.

The above provision 
reverberates with Section 40 of  
the Constitution of  the Federal 
Republic of  Nigeria (CFRN) 
1999. 

What  Conducts  Are  

Prohib i ted  At  Pol i t i ca l  
Campaigns?

T h e  A c t  e x p r e s s l y  
prohibits certain conducts at 
political campaigns. These are:

(1) A political campaign or 
slogan shall not be tainted with 
abusive language directly or 
indirectly likely to injure 
religious, ethnic, tribal or 
sectional feelings.

(2) Abusive, intemperate, 
slanderous or base language or 
insinuations or innuendoes 
designed or likely to provoke 
violent reaction or emotions 
shall not be employed or used 
in political campaigns.

(3) Places designated for 
religious worship, police 
station, and public offices shall 
not be used �

(a) for political campaigns, 
rallies and processions; or

(b) to promote, propagate 
or attack political parties, 
c a n d i d a t e s  o r  t h e i r  
programmes or ideologies.

(4) Masquerades shall not 
be employed or used by any 
political party, aspirant or 
candidate during political 
campaigns or for any other 
political purpose.

(5) A political party, 
aspirant or candidate of  a 
political party shall not retain, 
organise, train or equip any 
person or group of  persons for 
the purpose of  enabling them 
to be employed for the use or 
display of  physical force or 
coercion in promoting any 
political objective or interests, 
or in such manner as to arouse 
reasonable apprehension that 

By Bright Okereke

Tension, fear grip candidates, parties
…As presidential campaign kick-starts

Bola Ahmed Tinubu ( APC) Rabiu Musa Kwankwaso (NNPP)Atiku Abubakar (PDP) Peter Obi (LP)

Continues on Pg. 7
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they are organised, trained or 
equipped for that purpose.

(6) A political party, 
aspirant or candidate shall not 
keep or use armed private 
s e c u r i t y  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  
vanguard or any other group or 
individual by whatever name 
called for the purpose of  
providing security, assisting or 
aiding the political party or 
candidate in whatever manner 
during campaigns, rallies, 
processions or elections.

Refer: Section 92(1-6) of  
the Electoral Act 2022.

W h a t  A r e  T h e  
Consequences Of   Engaging 
In Prohibited Conducts?

The consequences for 
breach of  the above provisions 
are as explicit as the provisions 
itself:

A political party, aspirant 
or candidate who contravenes 
any of  the provisions above 
commits an offence and is 
liable on conviction �

(a) in the case of  an 
aspirant or candidate, to a 
maximum fine of  N1,000,000 
or imprisonment for a term of  
12 months; and

(b) in the case of  a political 
party, to a fine of  N2,000,000 
in the first instance, and 
N 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  a n y  
subsequent offence.

Any person or group of  
persons who aids or abets a 
political party, an aspirant or a 
candidate in contravening the 
provisions of  subsection (5), 
commits an offence and is 
liable on conviction to a fine of  
N500,000 or imprisonment for 
a term of  three years or both.

Refer: Section 92(7) and 
(8) of  the Electoral Act 2022.

Is The Use Of  Force 

Allowed At A Political 
Campaign?

The Act clearly proscribes 
the use of    force at a political 
campaign and clearly states as 
follows:

A  p a r t y,  c a n d i d a t e,  
aspirant, or person or group of  
persons shall not directly or 
indirectly threaten any person 
with the use of  force or 
violence during any political 
campaign in order to compel 
that person or any other person 
to support or refrain from 
supporting a political party or 
candidate.

Refer: Section 93(1) of  the 
Electoral Act 2022.

W h a t  A r e  T h e  
Consequences Of  The Use Of  
F o r c e  A t  A  P o l i t i c a l  
Campaign?

Any pol i t i ca l  par ty,  
candidate, aspirant, or person 
or group of  persons that 
c o n t r ave n e s  t h e  a b ove  
provisions commits an offence 
and liable on conviction �

(a) in the case of  a 
candidate, aspirant, or person 
or group of  persons, to a 
maximum fine of  N1,000,000 
or imprisonment for a term of  
12 months; and

(b) in the case of  a political 
party, to a fine of  N2,000,000 
in the first instance, and 
N500,000 for any subsequent 
offence.

Refer: Section 93(2) & (3) 
of  the Electoral Act 2022

What Is The Time Limit 
For Political Broadcast And 
Campaign By Political Parties?

T h e  p e r i o d  o f  
campaigning in public by every 
political party shall commence 
150 days before polling day 
and end 24 hours prior to that 

day.
W h a t  A r e  T h e  

C o n s e q u e n c e s  O f  
Campaigning During 24 
Hours Before Polling Day?

A registered political party 
which through any person 
acting on its behalf  during the 
24 hours before polling day �

(a) advertises on the 
facilities of  any broadcasting 
undertaking; or

( b )  p r o c u r e s  f o r  
publication or acquiesces in 
t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  a n  
advertisement in a newspaper, 
for the purpose of  promoting 
or opposing a particular 
candidate, commits an offence 
under this Act and is liable on 
conviction to a maximum fine 
of  N500,000.

Further, a person, print or 
e lectronic  medium that  
b r o a d c a s t s ,  p u b l i s h e s ,  
advertises or circulates any 
material for the purpose of  
promoting or opposing a 
particular political party or the 
e l e c t i o n  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  
candidate over the radio, 
t e l e v i s i o n ,  n e w s p a p e r,  
magazine, handbills, or any 
print or electronic media 
whatsoever called within 
twenty four hours immediately 
preceding or on polling day 
commits an offence under this 
Act.

Where an offence under 
reference is committed by a 
body corporate, the principal 
officers of  that body shall be 
deemed to have equally 
committed the same offence.

A person convicted of  an 
offence under the referenced 
provision is liable �

(a) in the case of  a body 
corporate to a maximum fine 

of  N1,000,000; and
(b) in the case of  an 

individual to a maximum fine 
o f  N 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  o r  t o  
imprisonment for a term of  six 
months or both.

Refer: Sections 94 and 96 
of  the Electoral Act, 2022

Note that the print or 
publication  must be directly 
linked to the particular 
candidate himself. 

Are There Further Specific 
Provisions On Campaign For 
Election?

These are as follows:
(1) A candidate and his or 

her party shall campaign for 
the elections in accordance 
with such rules and regulations 
as may be determined by the 
Commission.

( 2 )  S t a t e  a p p a r a t u s  
including the media shall not 
be employed to the advantage 
or disadvantage of  any 
political party or candidate at 
any election.

(3) Media time shall be 
allocated equally among the 
political parties or candidates 
at similar hours of  the day.

(4) At any public electronic 
media, equal airtime shall be 
allotted to all political parties 
or candidates during prime 
times at similar hours each day, 
subject to the payment of  
appropriate fees.

(5) At any public print 
media, equal coverage and 
visibility shall be allotted to all 
political parties.

W h a t  A r e  T h e  
Consequences Of  Breaching 
The Above   Provisions?

A n y  p e r s o n  w h o  

contravenes the provisions 

under reference commits an 

offence and is liable on 

conviction, in a case of  �

(a) a public media, to a fine 

of  N2,000,000 in the first 

instance and N5,000,000 for 

subsequent conviction; and

(b) principal officers and 

other officers of  the media 

house, to a fine of  N1,000,000 

or imprisonment for a term of  

six months.

Refer: Section 95 of  the 

Electoral Act 2022.

What Is The Position Of  

The Act On Campaigns Based 

On Religion Or Tribe?

The Act forbids campaigns 

based on extraneous factors 

such as religion, tribe or 

sectionalism and by stating 

that:

(1) A candidate, person or 

association who engages in 

campaigning or broadcasting 

based on religious, tribal, or 

sectional reason for the 

purpose of  promoting or 

opposing a particular political 

party or the election of  a 

particular candidate, commits 

an offence under this Act and is 

liable on conviction �

(a) to a maximum fine of  

N1,000,000 or imprisonment 

for a term of  12 months or 

both; and

(b) in the case of  political 

party to a maximum fine of  

N10,000,000.

Refer: Section 97 of  the 

Electoral Act 2022.

…As presidential campaign kick-starts

Peter Umeadi ( APGA) Malik Ado-Ibrahim (YPP) Dumebi Kachikwu (ADC) Adewole Adebayo (SDP)

Continued from Pg. 6
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he Traditional Ruler of  TNawfia Community in 
N j i k o k a  L o c a l  

Government Area of  Anambra 
State, Igwe Dr. Ogochukwu 
Daniel Obelle, has performed the 
2022 new yam festival of  the 
community, after fourty years of  
Igweship tussle. News Echo 
ga thered  tha t  the  annua l  
traditional celebration, which 
took place at the community's 
Civil Centre on Saturday, attracted 
Traditional rulers from neighbour 
communi t ies,  Cler ics,  the  
Protocol officer to Governor 
Chukwuma Soludo, Mr. Chinedu 
Nwoye, and other top government 
officers in the state.

Performing the festival, Igwe 
Obelle, who thanked God for 
bountiful harvest and blessings 
called on his subjects to embrace 
peace for sustainable development 
in the community. According to 
the Monarch, this is the first time 
after fourty years, Nawfia people 
would come together again and 
joined in celebrating the annual 
traditional event that promote 
peace, after the assassination of  
our former Traditional ruler, Igwe 
F.M.D.C Nwankwo.

"For more than 40-years now, 
after the assassination of  late Igwe 
Nwankwo, the community has 
involved in leadership crisis over 

who becomes the next traditional 
ruler of  the town. But ever since I 
was certified and recognised by 
the immediate past administration 
of  Chief  Willie Obiano, as the 
authentic Monarch of  Nawfia, 
peace is gradually restoring in the 
community. And I assured you 
that the era of  arrogance, 
oppression, suppression, injustice 
and bitterness is over.

"Another significant of  the 
celebration is to restore the 
community's loss values, so that 
brothers and brothers, sisters and 
sisters can engaged each other 
with geniou conversation for the 
sake of  peace,  uni ty  and 
development, he added.

The Monarch commended the 
state governor, Chukwuma 
Soludo, for appointing some of  his 
subjects into his cabinet, including 
Mr. Chinedu Nwoye, as the 
gover nor ' s  Chief  Protocol  
Officer/Deputy Chief  of  Staff. 
The President General of  the 
community, Hon. Daniel Okoye, 
while appreciating guest at the 
occasion, noted that peace has 
returned to the community despite 
the fact that the Igweship tussle is 
still ongoing at the Appeal Court 
Awka, between Igwe Daniel 
Obelle and his rival, Igwe Chijioke 
Nwankwo, son of  late Igwe 
F.M.D.C Nwankwo. He noted 
also that as it stands now, his 

g e  g r o u p  k n ow n  a s 

AObinwanne Age Grade in 
A g b a n a -  U mu aw u l u 

community in Awka South Local 
Government Area of  Anambra 
State, has urged all Igbo leaders to 
embrace peace and forge a united 
front for sustainable progress and 
development of  South-East and 
Nigeria at large. The age group 
noted that the absence of  unity and 
relegation of  tradition and cultures 
had reduced the value of  the Igbo 
r a c e .  T h e  C h a i r m a n  o f  
Obinwanne Age Grade, Mr. 
Oluchukwu Ebubeike, who made 
the called during the group's 20-
years Anniversary celebration, 
held at Ebeavuja Mini-Stadium 
Agbana, on Sunday, said it is 
imperative that the Igbo nation 
r e t u r n s  t o  i t  h a r m o n i o u s 
relationship with each other via 
Age Grade Association, to forge 
unity, especially in the face of  
insecurity confronting the region 
and the country as a whole. He 

said by doing this, the Igbos and 
the  county at  large,  would 
continue to preserve and protect its 
cultural heritage for sustainable 
development. While commending 
Governor Chukwuma Soludo, for 
ensuring a conducive environment 
for the anniversary, the PG 
appealed to him and other South 
East Governors to encourage 
formation of  Age Grade among 
youths to in the region. He noted 
that age grade help peers and other 
members of  a community to 
identify individual behaviour. On 
his remark, the sponsor of  the 
Anniversary and Philanthropist, 
D r.  A z u b u i k e  A u g u s t i n e 
Ekweozor, who was honoured 
with Unity and Peace Ambassador 
Award at the occasion appealed to 
other individuals who are better 
placed to tow the part of  charity 
and also assist those who are less 
privileged, saying life is about 
giving. According to Ekweozor, 
who is a member of  the group and 
Founder of  Ide Global Movement 

(a political group), said it is 
necessary for traditional, political 
and religious leaders to look 
inwards and return to history, by 
strengthening or promoting Age 
Grade Association among youths 
in all communities as part of  
measure to checkmate drug 
dealings, cultism and other crime 
related activities, because of  what 
is currently facing the country. 
Responding to the Award given to 

leadership as the President 
General and Igwe Obelle, as the 
Traditional Ruler of  Nawfia 
Community, have Anambra State 

him by Peace Legend Awada 
L a g o s ,  h e  t h a n k e d  t h e 
m a n a ge m e n t  a n d  e n j o i n e d 
Nigerians to sheath their swords 
and give peace and unity a chance 
for national development. He 
pledged to continue to do his part 
towards achieving endurable 
peace and unity in Nigeria, 
especially, in Anambra State.

The Director of  Peace Legend 
Awada Lagos, Mr. Jesse Amiri, 

Government recognition. Other 
visitors from far and near joined in 
paying homage to the Monarch, at 
t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  f e a t u r e d  

masquerade dance and other 
cultural activities.

while presenting the award, said 
that it is his dream to tour the 
length and breadth of  the country 
promoting peace and unity by 
giving awards to Philanthropists, 
non-governmental organization, 
Inst i tut ion of  lear ning and 
Companies to encourage them to 
do more their humanitarian 
services to the larger society. He 
noted that the award being the 
company's 11th edition, was 
bestow on Ekweozor, for his 
continue advocacy for peace, unity 
and other humanitarian services to 
Anambra people.

Nawfia community celebrates new yam festival
after 40-years of Igweship tussle 

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

Eze-Izu na Ichida and Dr. Ekweozor, during the Obinwanne Age Grade celebration

Igwe Obelle in white attired during the the new yam festival celebration

Anambra Age Grade canvasses peace, unity among
Igbo for sustainable development

Obinwanne Age Grade, during their 20th Anniversary celebration
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News Analysis

n Thursday last week, the 

ONigeria International 
Economic Partnership 

Forum was held in Manhattan, 
New York in the middle of  the 
most important international 
event of  the year: the United 
Nations General  Assembly 
(UNGA).  The For um was 
enormously popular, attracting 
some 500 guests and delegates – 
almost double the expected 
number. While this resulted in a 
somewhat chaotic atmosphere at 
times, the Forum was a resounding 
success: a clear indication of  
investor confidence in Nigeria.

Niger ia  i s  the  b igges t  
economy in Africa and seeks to 
raise GDP to $965 billion – almost 
a trillion dollars by 2027.

U n d e r  P r e s i d e n t  
Muhammadu Buhari, the nation 
has recorded marked progress in 
highways construction, bridges, 
railway, power, electrification and 
capacity addition in airports and 
their modernisation.

As the President spoke, 
making the determination of  his 
government to open more and 
more sectors of  the economy to the 
private sector, a particular 
participant stunned, not a few 
when he announced that he 
manages pension funds of  $1.3 
trillion, money well in excess 
Nigeria's current GDP, five times 
over.

First, well over a billion 
dollars' worth of  deals benefitting 
Nigeria and her partners were 
signed at the Forum, including a 
$1.3 billion investment from Sun 
Africa for a new solar energy 
project; $70 million ring-fenced by 
Adryada and Noblesse Green 
Energy for a new biodiversity 
project; strategic financing support 
for a new refinery on the Niger 
Delta announced by Honeywell 
UOP; and a major philanthropic 
investment in data for Nigerian 
schools announced by Airtel 
Africa that would be setting up 
internet connection for 100 
schools each year for five years 
running.

A highlight of  the event was 
the Presidential Luncheon, which 
saw Guest of  Honour President 
Buhari joined by CEOs and Senior 
Executives from some of  the 
largest and most prominent 
American and African companies, 
i n c l u d i n g  G E ,  C h e v r o n ,  
Honeywell, Bell Flight, Sun 
Africa, McGraw Hill, American 
Tower and many more.

The fu l l  gues t  l i s t  o f  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  
American Tower Corporation, 
Aveva, Big Sun Holdings, Citi, 
CrossBoundry Group, Cure 
Vio lence  Globa l ,  Ent r us t ,  
Educational Testing Service, 
E x x o n M o b i l ,  G E  
Healthcare,Gilead Sciences and 
Hello Tractor.

Also in attendance were 
Google, McLarty Associates, 

Medici Land Governance, NBA, 
Odum Capital, Oracle, Pearson, 
Rendeavour, Roche, Seed Global 
H e a l t h ,  S t a n d a r d  B a n k ,  
TIAA/Nuveen, UBA America, 
the AfDB, African EXIM Bank 
and its US equivalent, Export 
Import Bank of  United States, 
headed by Reta Jo Lewis, the first 
ever African-American to lead the 
organisation, and the Jeddah-
based Islamic Development Bank, 
IDB.

We had also in actual 
participation, the World Food 
Program (WFP), the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO), 
the International Fund for 
Agriculture (IFAD) and NEPAD 
agency for Africa.

Of  course no one could have 
overlooked the overarching 
presence and actual participation 
of  the Corporate Council of  Africa 
whose current President, Florie 
Liser addressed the meeting, 
saying that the organisation is 
pushing for a private sector 
roadmap to support investment in 
several sectors to aid economic 
growth in Nigeria.

Some of  the this country's 
biggest corporations were also 
represented at the highest levels, 
including, but not limited to the 
great oil behemoth, the NNPC 
Limited, the Nigerian Ports 
Authority, the NIPC, NEXIM 
Bank, Ndimi's Oriental Energy, 
First Bank, Airtel, Flour Mills 
Nigeria, the Fertiliser Producers 
Association of  Nigeria, the 
Pharmaceutical Manufacturers 
Association of  Nigeria and so 

many others.
Interestingly, there were also 

in attendance, several young 
Nigerian entrepreneurs who are 
continually making their mark on 
the global business landscape.

After breakfast and the 
opening session, we had the first 
plenary on Nigeria's economic 
outlook and the second one on 
high level conversations about 
s c a l i n g  u p  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
partnerships for Nigeria on the 
development drive. Thereafter, 
eight breakout sessions convened 
simultaneously for the real 
business that brought everyone 
here.

There was a thematic group 
seeking answers to important 
questions about growing Nigeria's 
agriculture for food security and 
access to export market. It 
addressed questions of  increased 
investment in fertiliser and urea, 
opportunities for Nigeria-EU 
partnerships in view of  the Russia-
Ukraine war and such issues as the 
need for technology support and 
innovative financing mechanisms 
for agriculture.

Nigeria's Oil and Gas sector 
came under discussion with a 
focus on “reforms, results and the 
road ahead,” where international 
interest was canvassed for the two 
pipeline projects taking Nigeria's 
gas to Europe through Morocco 
and Algeria. Awareness was also 
raised by the NNPC Limited on 
the dangers of  crude oil to Nigeria 
and the world at large. They called 
it “blood oil.”

The investment climate in 

Nigeria including systemic risk 
issues and the vistas of  the African 
Continental Trade Agreement 
were also brought under focus.

Infrastructure opportunities 
i n  p o w e r,  c l e a n  e n e r g y,  
transportation and water came 
under discussion, as did the ways 
and means of  increasing capital 
flows into Nigeria, industrial 
f i n a n c i n g ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
development financing and the 
road to greater financial inclusion.

Nigeria also brought for 
international discussion at this 
forum, the quest for scaling up 
international resources for 
financing education in the 
continent as well the need for 
i n n o v a t i v e  d e a l - m a k i n g  
mechanisms to link government, 
deal sponsors and international 
pools capital in the health sector.

There was also a very 
comprehensive discussion on the 
next  s teps  for  technology 
d e v e l o p m e n t :  e m e r g i n g  
technologies, satellite technology, 
digital communication, financing 
clean industries and the use of  
technology to combat insecurity.

There have been some of  
criticisms about the size of  the 
venue and the number of  guests; it 
can only be said that those making 
those criticisms have never 
experienced New York during 
UNGA – one of  the world's busiest 
and most important international 
events attended yearly by world 
leaders from around the globe.

The  Pres ident  h imse l f  
pointed to the significance of  the 
representation at the forum when 

he said, “the beauty of  this forum 
is that the Ministers responsible for 
all of  these sectors are here today, 
as are some of  Nigeria's premier 
business leaders who are already 
excelling in these spaces.”

There were some who 
criticised the quality of  speakers at 
the Forum. With a lineup that 
included the President himself, the 
country's most senior ministers 
and the most senior executives 
from those prominent companies 
already mentioned, these claims 
can only  be  descr ibed  as  
inaccurate. As for those bandying 
around other names of  supposed 
speakers who did not attend, they 
are merely misinformed, and 
taking their information from a 
dated, draft list of  potential 
invitees – not from the final list.

Sadly, there are those who 
will always seek to criticise Nigeria 
for their own political gain and put 
her down even in moments of  her 
greatest success. The resoundingly 
successful Nigeria International 
Economic Partnership Forum is a 
clear example. We look forward to 
an equally successful repeat next 
year.

Nigeria has everyone to thank 
for this successful programme, and 
not least in this category is the 
Chief  of  Staff  to the President, 
Professor Ibrahim Gambari, a 
veteran of  the UN and global 
systems who was the linchpin of  
the entire event.

Garba Shehu is Senior 
Special Assistant, Media and 
P u b l i c i t y  t o  P r e s i d e n t  
Muhammadu Buhari.

Harvests from Nigeria's global economic
summit in New York 

By Garba Shehu
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s campaigns for President 

Aand National Assembly 
p o s i t i o n s  b e g i n  o n  

September 28, 2022 in line with 
Section 94 (1) of  the Electoral Act 
2022, three factors are expected to 
dominate the appeals by constants 
in the battle for the slot of  
Ikwuano/Umuahia federal House 
of  Representatives.

The factors are one; The 
Ohuhu/Ibeku/Ikwuano power 
shift agreements. 2. Bad condition 
of  Umuahia-Ikot Ekpene federal 
road and three, High rate of  youth 
unemployment.

This is also happening at a 
time when the political system in 
Nigeria is getting more interesting 
w i t h  t h e  r i s e  i n  p o l i t i c a l  
awareness/vigilance among the 
electorate as well as the expected 
deployment of  transparency-aiding 
equipment by the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC).

Considering the outcome of  
last 4 governorship elections held 
Edo, Anambra, Ekiti and Osun 
Stares and some federal and state 
legislative by-elections in parts of  
the country, the stage is expected to 
be interesting and keen for contests 
in Ikwuano/Umuahia federal 
legislative games in 2023. Also, the 
fact that results of  the guber and 
legislative elections cited earlier, 
came out near-perfect with INEC 
receiving kudos from Nigerians, 
means that the old order of  brazen 
electoral malpractices may not hold 
s w a y  a g a i n .  A n d  i n  
Ikwuano/Umuahia Reps contests 
coming up in next 5 months, 
notable candidates to the seat have 
positioned themselves for vote 
hunting.

Ostensibly, the cankerworm 
of  unemployment among the 
youths of  the constituency will 
form a major selling point for 
candidates as the number of  youths 
heading into keke NAPEP riding 
and other last-resort jobs have 
continued to be on the rise. Idleness, 
underemployment, despondency 
and other society-threatening 
problems, are some the issues that 
the Umuahia/Ikwuano voters are 
aching to surmount, through the 
powers in their permanent voter's 
cards (PVCs).

Failed promises by past and 
present occupants of  the federal 
legislative seat are another reason 
the youth dominated voting 
population in the constituency is 
eager to install a new system of  
representatives

A recent research visit to the 
headquarters of  INEC in new 
government layout in Umuahia by 
News Echo indicated that the youth 
population formed about 60% of  
Abians who applied for PVC in the 
just-concluded registration exercise. 
According to a senior INEC official 
in one of  the departments who 

craved anonymity, never in the 
history of  registration exercise in 
Nigeria had the youths registered in 
bulk like the way they did in the just-
concluded registration.

The staff  who said the graphic 
details of  registered voters would 
soon be published by the national 
office of  INEC, made it clear that 
the Professor Mahmood Yakubu-
led organisation would have a lot to 
do because of  the high number of  
youths that will cast their votes in 
2023.

When asked about the 
registration density of  youths from 
Ikwuano/Umuahia, the unnamed 
INEC staff  exclaimed, “High, wide 
and intimidating."

And judging from this official 
revelation, the battle for the Reps 
seat would be won and lost with 
youths playing major roles.

Another factor that voters in 
Ikwuano/ Umuahia axis would 
bear in mind in their choice of  a new 
Rep, is the shameful conditions of  
Umuahia-Ikot Ekpene road which 
runs from Umuahia to Akwa Ibom 
State. It is of  note that this very 
express way has claimed many 
heads in accidents while many 
goods have also been wasted on the 
road, after each road mishap.

Among those who have lost 
their lives to accident on that road 
are students and staff  of  Michael 
Okpara University of  Agriculture, 
Umudike, a federal high institution.

It is on record that students of  
the University, last year, staged a 
protest to Abia State Government 
House and some major streets of  
Umuahia, where they blasted the 
State Government, House of  Reps 
member, Senator and House of  
Assembly members from Ikwuano 
and Umuahia for al legedly 
watching as students of  school died 
on the road in accident.

But the then Commissioner 
for information in Abia, Chief  John 
Okiyi Kalu in reaction, blamed the 
federal government for rejecting 
Abia State government's decision to 
fix the road.

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  d e s p i t e  
assurances by past and present 
House of  Representatives members 
from the areas, the road has 
continued to be in sorry state with 
only few intervention works 
attracted by former and present 
Representatives. The inter State 
road is of  great great importance to 
Abia as it passes through 3 federal 
institutions in Abia like Michael 
Okpara University of  Agriculture, 
Umudike (MOUAU), National 
Open University of  Nigeria 
(NOUN),  National Crop Research 
Institute, Umudike and National 
Forestry Research. The important 
road also leads to popular Umuahia 
industrial market built by former 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  S e n a t o r  
Theodore Orji who was Governor 
as well as Ndoro market in Ikwuano 
which is the second busiest 
community market in Abia.

T h e r e f o r e ,  t o  w i n  

Ikwuano/Umuahia federal seat, 
the major contenders would need 
more than the old song of  promises, 
if  he must get their votes.

How clan interests may 
determine the winner

In 1999, Umuopara clan of  
Umuahia South LGA took the first 
shot in the person of  Hon Acho 
Obioma, and the position later went 
to the Ikwuano part of  the federal 
constituency with Chief  Emeka 
Atuma from Ntalakwu Oboro, 
being elected.

In 2011, Chief  Udo Ibeji, a 
prince from Old Umuahia part of  
Umuahia South LGA was elected 
as the new House of  Reps member 
f o r  t h e  c o n s t i t u e n c y,  i n  
continuation of  a fledging power 
shift agreement exiting between 
Ikwuano and Umuahia people.

In 2015, Chief  Sam Onuigbo 
from Ibere, Ikwuano LGA was 
elected as the new House of  Reps 
member to replace Chief  Udo Ibeji, 
also, in respect to the power shift 
arrangements.

However, in 2019, the power 
rotation between the two LGAs in 
PDP was destroyed as Sam 
Onuigbo was given a fresh ticket to 
run for a second term in office, 
despite protests from people of  
Umuahia North who felt that their 
turn was being sacrificed on the 
altar of  "party decision and loyalty."

Before the 2015 PDP House 
of  Reps primary election which was 
held at Umuahia township stadium 
elicited a loud cry from people of  
Umuahia North, especially the 
Ohuhu clan who felt that their 
rights and turn to the House of  Reps 
had been truncated on altar of  party 
supremacy.

It was alleged in some quarters 
after the primaries that a key PDP 
influential member deliberately 
altered the former party rotation 
agreement, to pave way for himself  
in 2023. Earlier before then, Senator 
Chris Adighije who hails from 
Olokoro, a populous town of  
U m u a h i a  S o u t h  h a d  a l s o  
represented Abia Central in the 
Senate from 2003 to 2007. This 
means that the Ohuhu clan is yet to 
be in the green chambers of  
National Assembly and this is 
fueling their agitations to occupy 
the seat

Nwosu, Orji, Aguocha top the 
chart

The battle as it appears now, 
has been narrowed to the Ibeku and 
Ohuhu clans of  Umuahia North as 
Obinna Nwosu, a prince of Ohuhu 
kingdom and Chief  Obi Aguocha, 
who until now, was the President-
General of  Ohuhu Welfare Union 
are in the race together. While 
Obinna Nwosu, a youth from 
Ohuhu, is the candidate of  African 
Democractic Congress (ADC) Obi 
Aguocha is the candidate of  Labour 
Party (LP). From the same 
Umuahia North comes Hon 
Chinedum Orji, the incumbent 
Speaker of  Abia State House of  
Assembly who is the candidate of  

PDP for the Ikwuano/Umuahia 
seat. Orji, a two-term House of  
Assembly member, hails from 
Ibeku clan and is the son of  Senator 
Theodore  Or j i ,  the  former  
Governor of  Abia State who is now 
in his second term in the Red 
Chambers of  Nigerian Senate.

Strengths and Weak Points
Obinna Nwosu
Obinna Nwosu who is  

g radua te  o f  Univer s i ty  o f  
Bedfordshire and University of  
South Wales, draws his strength 
from his closeness to the youth 
population and also his articulate 
system of  approaching issues, 
especially as they concern the 
people of  Ikwuano/Umuahia. He 
also enjoys the support of  is his 
kinsmen in Ikwuano/Umuahia is 
not also suffering from any lawsuit 
by any former aspirant challenging 
his victory during the primaries. In 
a recent interview, he said the bad 
conditions of  Umuahia-Ikot 
Ekpene road would be thoroughly 
tackled through a legislative 
framework he would make, if  
elected. He also pledged to create 
jobs for the youths, building from 
the achievements he has already 
made in community and local 
government levels. “I am glad to be 
inspiration to the young ones from 
my constituency. They are the 
leaders of  the future. For me, the 
future is now. "

Weak points
Like a coin that has two sides, 

Nwosu's relative newness in 
mainstream politics may be his 
major challenge but during a recent 
interview, the ADC candidate 
noted that he had long been 
registering his presence in socio-
p o l i t i c a l  s p a c e  i n  
Ikwuano/Umuahia through some 
l i fe  changing  pro jec ts  l ike  
educat ional  suppor t ,  youth 
e m p owe r m e n t  a n d  wo m e n  
e m p o w e r m e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  
sponsorship of  some community 
projects.

Obi Aguocha' strengths
Aguocha, before now, was a 

community leader whose entrance 
into the race into the race shocked 
many people who know him, 
including the people of  Ohuhu 
kingdom. He is seen as a man who 
performed credibility in his job as 
the P-G and as a result of  this 
sterling performance, Aguocha 
believes that he would win the 
House of  Representatives seat. He 
was in PDP where he lost to Hon 
Chinedum Orji during the party 
primary with a wide margin, 
scoring only 8 votes against Orji 
who got more than 80 votes. And 
now, he is facing the same man that 
defeated him. However, his 
membership of  Labour Party may 
work in his favour, counting on the 
popularity Mr Peter Obi has 
brought to LP.

Weak Points of  Aguocha
The fact that he would share 

the Ohuhu votes with Obinna 
Nwosu means that Aguocha may 
not rely on votes from his clan alone 
as his advantage.

 Chinedum Orji's strong 
points

He is presently the Speaker of  
Abia State House of  Assembly and 
is known as a man of  the grassroots. 
Known as Ikukuoma, Orji will 
capitalize on the fact that his two 
major contenders Obinna Nwosu 
and Obi Aguocha will share their 
votes in home front. He is from 
Umuahia Central constituency 
which include Ward 2 and Ward 3 
respectively. Before now, Ikukuoma 
had built water and roads for his 
constituents and also given vehicles 
to youths through his direct touch 
program among others.

 Weak points
It is claimed in some quarters 

that the victory of  Hon Orji in 2023 
may be a continuation of  his father's 
alleged political dynasty which has 
seen the father and son being in 
federal and State legislative 
chambers at the same time while his 
Godson, Okezie  Ikpeazu is the 
Governor. But this thinking is 
punctured by supporters of  Orji 
who think that he is totally different 
from his father and the Governor 
Also, the quest by some voting 
population to vote another party, 
other than PDP. Therefore, 
Ikwuano LGA is going to be the 
battle ground for the contest as the 
game draws near.

Clan interests, bad roads, unemployment top as
campaigns begin for Ikwuano/Umuahia Federal
Constituency

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

Obinna Nwosu (ADC)

Chinedum Orji (PDP

Obi Aguocha (LP)



Prince Harry panics over Queen’s Reveal Book

Foreign News
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N
ostradamus prophe-
sied the future of  the 
British royals. He 
seems to have pre-

dicted the year of  the Queen’s 
death and he had a thing or two 
to say about Charles.

In the 16th century, Nostrad-
amus published prophecies that 
date until the future, and they 
continue to fascinate the public. 

According to Nostradamus 
expert, Mario Reading, the 
French astrologer even pre-
dicted the death of  the Queen 
would happen in 2022, back in 
1555. 

Nostradamus expert wrote in 
2006 about the Queen’s death 
in 2022. Reading, who died in 
2017, interpreted the cryptic 
texts of  Nostradamus during his 
lifetime. 

In his 2006 book Nostrad-
amus: Complete Prophecies 
for the Future, Reading wrote: 
“The preamble states that Queen 
Elizabeth II will die circa 2022 at 
the age of  about 96 - five years 
before the age of  her mother’s 
date of  death.”

 Nostradamus is said to have 
been right about that. Queen 
Elizabeth II was 96 years old - 
her mother 101. But it doesn’t 

stop with just this one prediction 
about the royals. 

Nostradamus: Charles will 
abdicate - and Harry will be his 
successor? Reading goes on to 
say that King Charles III will ab-
dicate in favor of  Prince William 
due to his advanced age. 

In a revised edition of  his book 
the following year, the author 
then corrected himself  regarding 
Charles’s successor: “A man will 
replace him who never expected 
to be king.” 

The author speculated that it 
could be Prince Harry. Also in-
teresting: However, by the time 
Reading interpreted the texts of  
Nostradamus, William’s children 
had not yet been born.

 It remains to be seen whether 
Charles will actually abdicate. It’s 
exciting to see how much truth 
there really is in the prophecies 
of  Nostradamus.

Nostradamus prophesied the 
future of  the British royals. He 
seems to have predicted the year 
of  the Queen’s death and he 
had a thing or two to say about 
Charles 

In the 16th century, Nostrad-
amus published prophecies that 
date until the future, and they 
continue to fascinate the public. 

Nostradamus predicted the Queen’s death
– These are the chilling details

Nostradamus:  The man who saw tomorrow!

Reading, who died in 
2017, interpreted the cryp-
tic texts of  Nostradamus 
during his lifetime. In his 
2006 book Nostradamus: 
Complete Prophecies for 
the Future, Reading wrote:

“The preamble states 
that Queen Elizabeth 
II will die circa 2022 at 
the age of  about 96 - five 
years before the age of  her 
mother’s date of  death.”

Nostradamus is said to 
have been right about that. 
Queen Elizabeth II was 96 
years old - her mother 101. 
But it doesn’t stop with 
just this one prediction 
about the royals.

Nostradamus: Charles 
will abdicate - and Harry 
will be his successor?

Also interesting:
However, by the time 

Reading interpreted the 
texts of  Nostradamus, 
William’s children had not 
yet been born. It remains 
to be seen whether Charles 
will actually abdicate. It’s 
exciting to see how much 
truth there really is in the 
prophecies of  Nostrada-
mus. 

P
rince Harry’s tell-all 
book about the British 
royal family is set to be 
released soon. 

But now he wants to change 
some passages. What’s the deal 
with that? Prince Harry’s (38) 
memoirs should come out later 
this year. 

People are eagerly awaiting the 
royal’s tell-all book, in which he 
spills the beans about the palace. 

But the death of  Queen Eliz-
abeth II intervened with Harry’s 
plans. Prince Harry’s memoir: 
‘A lot of  money and energy 
was expended’ Sources say he 
is “desperately trying to make 
changes” to the book. 

A source told The Sun on 
Sunday that the publishers ex-
pected big sales beforehand - but 
expectations were not met. 

“But the first draft they re-
ceived was disappointing, as 
it was a bit too emotional and 
focused much more on mental 
health issues than they wanted 
to”, says the statement. 

Finally, the final draft was 
completed and approved. “A lot 
of  money and energy has gone 
into making sure it comes out 
this year,” he adds. 

Also Interesting: Prince Harry 

is Desperate: Is It Too Late To 
Make Changes In The Revela-
tion Book? 

However, the Queen’s death is 
now causing chaos. Because of  
the spicy content, Prince Harry 
wants to tone down certain state-
ments. 

“There may be things that may 
not look good coming out so 
soon after the Queen’s death and 
his father becoming King,” the 
insider adds. 

Apparently, Harry now has 
scruples as: “He wants sections 
changed”. Duchess Meghan’s 
husband wanted “at all costs” to 
avoid printing the current draft 
of  the book. 

“But it might be too late,” the 
confidant explains. Because the 
book is to be published in about 
two months.

Prince Harry’s tell-all book 
about the British royal family is 
set to be released soon. But now 
he wants to change some passag-
es. What’s the deal with that?

Prince Harry’s (38) memoirs 
should come out later this year. 
People are eagerly awaiting the 
royal’s tell-all book, in which he 
spills the beans about the palace. 
But the death of  Queen Eliza-
beth II intervened with Harry’s 

plans.
Prince Harry’s memoir: ‘A lot 

of  money and energy was ex-
pended’

Prince Charles.

Sources say he is “desperately 
trying to make changes” to the 
book. A source told The Sun on 
Sunday that the publishers ex-

pected big sales beforehand - but 
expectations were not met.

“But the first draft they received 
was disappointing, as it was a bit 
too emotional and focused much 
more on mental health issues 
than they wanted to”, says the 
statement. Finally, the final draft 
was completed and approved. 
“A lot of  money and energy has 
gone into making sure it comes 
out this year,” he adds.

Also Interesting:Prince Harry 
Is Desperate: Is It Too Late To 
Make Changes In The Revelation 
Book?

However, the Queen’s death is 
now causing chaos. Because of  
the spicy content, Prince Harry 
wants to tone down certain state-
ments. “There may be things that 
may not look good coming out so 
soon after the Queen’s death and 
his father becoming King,” the 
insider adds.

Apparently, Harry now has 
scruples as: “He wants sections 
changed”. Duchess Meghan’s 
husband wanted “at all costs” to 
avoid printing the current draft 
of  the book. “But it might be too 
late,” the confidant explains. Be-
cause the book is to be published 
in about two months. 



Nnamdi Kanu to miss October 4 
court sitting, still in solitary 
confinement after 14 months
- Lawyer
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Afenifere’s support for Peter Obi a show
of equity, unity - South East group
T

he pan-Igbo sociopo-
litical pressure organi-
sation, the South East 

Revival Group (SERG) has 
commended the leader of  
Afenifere, Pa Ayo Adebanjo 
and the entire membership of  
the pan-Yoruba socio-politi-
cal group for reiterating their 
continued support for the La-
bour Party presidential candi-
date, Mr Peter Obi ahead of  
the 2023 general elections.

The President and Nation-
al Coordinator of  the SERG, 
Chief  Willy Ezugwu, in a 
statement issued in Abuja 
noted that “the unequivocal 
support coming from credi-
ble South West political bloc, 
which the Afenifere repre-
sents, is a support for equity 
and justice, which will boost 
Nigeria’s national unity.”

The South East group 
maintained that “the renewed 
declaration of  support for the 
Peter Obi presidential bid, 
alongside his running mate, 
Yusuf  Datti Baba-Ahmed, 
by the Afenifere has demon-
strated that there are still in-
dividuals and groups around 
who love the country and 
would sacrifice anything to 
keep the Nigeria united and 
prosperous.

“The support by Afenifere 

is in line with the advocacy 
sustained by the former Ex-
ecutive Governor of  Kaduna 
State and elder statesman, 
Alhaji Balarabe Musa ahead 
of  the 2023 general elections 
before his death.

“Alhaji Balarabe Musa 
had urged Nigerians to give 
the South East the chance to 
produce the next President of  
Nigeria in 2023 to give the re-
gion a sense of  belonging.

“We, therefore, totally 
agree with Pa Adebanjo that 
by the Afenifere’s support, 
the group is contributing to 
shaping Nigeria into a truly 
Federal Republic where no 
person or ethnic nationality 
would be sidelined or op-
pressed. “We recognize the 
fact that Afenifere as well as 
the Southern and Middle Belt 
Leaders Forum have been 
consistent in their advocacy 
for restructuring and, by ex-
tension, the need for a Nige-
rian President of  South East 
extraction as part of  efforts 
towards national integration.

“With this reiterated en-
dorsement from the Afenifere 
against all odds, it should 
now sink into the minds of  all 
Nigerians, especially South 
East political leaders, that the 
Peter Obi presidential bid is 

T
he detained leader of  
the Indigenous Peo-
ple of  Biafra (IPOB), 

Mazi Nnamdi Kanu, will not 
appear in court on October 4, 
2022 for the continuation of  
his trial, according to Ifeanyi 
Ejiofor, his lead counsel.

Although Ejiofor did not 
provide details, it may be 
connected to Kanu’s worsen-
ing health condition.

The IPOB’s lead counsel 
who stated this in a statement 
after Monday’s routine visit 
to Kanu at the headquarters 
of  the Department of  State 
Services (DSS) Abuja, re-
vealed that his client was still 
being kept in solitary con-
finement for over 14 months.

Ejiofor, however, stated 
that IPOB leader was elated 
on the prayers and solidarity 
shown to him by friends and 
well-wishers on his birthday 
and prayed that God bless 
them.

“Onyendu was profoundly 
elated on the outpouring of  
prayers, good wishes and sol-
idarity on his special day on 
earth. He requested the ex-
pression of  his heartfelt grati-
tude to you all, UmuChineke, 
followers, friends, families, 

and all lovers of  freedom 
across the globe for massively 
celebrating him on his birth-
day. He does not take this for 
granted.

“Onyendu assures you all, 
UmuChineke, that he will 
emerge stronger and victo-
rious in the end, and which 
freedom will greatly impact 
positively on the lives of  
UmuChineke.

“May I also use this medi-
um to clarify that Onyendu 
is not appearing in court on 
the 4th of  October, 2022. 
UmuChineke will be in-
formed vide this platform 
or other approved channels 
of  communication, when-
ever Onyendu will appear 
in Court. Kindly ignore the 
false rumour currently in cir-
culation.

“We wish to reiterate that 
our defence team, eminently 
led by the indefatigable Chief  
Mike Ozekhome, SAN, is 
not relenting in all legitimate 
actions necessary to bring 
every form of  infraction on 
Onyendu’s rights being fla-
grantly violated by the DSS 
even in custody, to a halt. 
Thankfully, our efforts are 
yielding the desired results.”

The presidential candidate of the Labour Party (LP), Peter Obi, with Ondo State Governor,  Arakunrin Oluwarotimi Akeredolu, 
his wife, Chief (Mrs) Betty Anyanwu-Akeredolu when the forrmer visited the state on Tuesday. 

devoid of  ethnic colouration 
and must be embraced by all 
and sundry in Igbland.

“We therefore call on all 
Igbo sons and daughters to 
join the support train, not be-
cause Peter Obi is an Igbo but 
because he has proven to be 

competent with reasonable 
understanding of  Nigeria’s 
problems and how they can 
be fixed.

 “Nigeria is greatly trou-
bled on every sector, with 
complications from security 
challenges as evident in all 

parts of  the country and we 
need urgent rescue from to-
tal collapse.

“Peter Obi has a track 
record of  integrity, compe-
tence, proven performance 
and has expressed his read-
iness to work with Nigeri-

ans of  all tribes and religion 
to make the country work 
again by focusing on pro-
duction, which will boost 
the country’s economy and 
return the country to the 
path of  recovery and pros-
perity”, the SERG said.

Georgia Meloni to be Italy’s First Female 
PM in far-right election win

M
s Meloni’s Brothers 
of  Italy party, 
which has neo-

fascist roots, has never 
held office but looks set to 
form Italy’s most far-right 
government since the fall of  
dictator Benito Mussolini 
during World War Two.

“Italians have sent a clear 
message in favour of  a right-
wing government led by 
Brothers of  Italy,” she told 
reporters in Rome, adding 
that “we will do it for all” 
Italians.

Projections published by 
the Rai public broadcaster 
and Quorum/YouTrend 
both put Brothers of  Italy 
on top, at between 24 and 26 
per cent of  the vote, with Ms 
Meloni favourite to become 
her country’s first female 
prime minister.

Her allies, Matteo 
Salvini’s far-right League 
and former Prime Minister 
Silvio Berlusconi’s Forza 
Italia, lagged behind. But the 
coalition was forecast to win 
around 43 percent, enough 
to secure a majority in both 
houses of  parliament.

The result must still be 
confirmed but risks fresh 
trouble for the European 
Union, just weeks after the 
far-right outperformed in 
elections in Sweden.

Ms Meloni, who 
campaigned on a motto of  

“God, country and family”, 
has abandoned her calls 
for one of  Europe’s biggest 
economies to leave the 
Eurozone, but says Rome 
must assert its interests more 
in Brussels.

“Today you can participate 
in writing history,” the 
45-year-old tweeted before 
the polls closed. A straight-
speaking Roman raised by a 
single mother in a working-
class neighbourhood, Ms 
Meloni rails against what she 
calls “LGBT lobbies”, “woke 
ideology” and “the violence 
of  Islam”.

She has vowed to stop 
the tens of  thousands of  
migrants who arrive on Italy’s 
shores each year, a position 
she shares with Mr Salvini, 

who is currently on trial for 
blocking charity rescue ships 
when he was interior minister 
in 2019.

The centre-left Democratic 
Party claimed her government 
would pose a serious risk 
to hard-won rights such as 
abortion and will ignore 
global warming, despite Italy 
being on the front line of  the 
climate emergency.

Brothers of  Italy has roots 
in the post-fascist movement 
founded by supporters of  
Benito Mussolini, and Ms 
Meloni herself  praised the 
dictator when she was young.

She has sought to distance 
herself  from the past as she 
built up her party into a 
political force, going from 
just 4 per cent of  the vote in 

2018 to Sunday’s triumph.
Her coalition campaigned 

on a platform of  low taxes, 
an end to mass immigration, 
Catholic family values and an 
assertion of  Italy’s nationalist 
interests abroad.

They want to renegotiate 
the EU’s post-pandemic 
recovery fund, arguing that 
the almost 200 billion euros 
Italy is set to receive should 
take into account the energy 
crisis.

But “Italy cannot afford to 
be deprived of  these sums”, 
political sociologist Marc 
Lazar said, which means Ms 
Meloni actually has “very 
limited room for manoeuvre”.

The funds are tied to a series 
of  reforms only just begun by 
Mr Draghi.

Pat Utomi dares Tinubu to make medical test public

A 
chieftain of  the La-
bour Party and po-
litical economist, 

Pat Utomi, has challenged 
the candidate of  the All 
Progressives Congress, 
APC, Bola Tinubu, to go 
for a medical checkup and 
make the result public. He 
claimed that Tinubu is unfit. 

Prof  Utomi threw the 
challenge on Monday while 
answering questions on 
Channels Television’s Poli-
tics Today, arguing that next 

year’s election is about the 
lives of  Nigerians. 

He maintained that there 
were obvious signs to show 
that Tinubu is unfit for the 
post of  a president. 

“American Presidents go 
through medicals that are 
made public. Let him (Tinu-
bu) go for medicals with 
Nigerian doctors up in the 
hospital and make it public. 
“It is the life of  millions of  
people that we are dealing 
with”, Utomi added. 

The renowned economist 
also noted that the ruling 
party, the APC, made a mis-
take by not fielding another 
candidate in the person of  
Vice President Yemi Osin-
bajo, adding that he would 
have been a better candi-
date. 

“The Vice President 
(Yemi) would have been a 
fit person. You can see he 
is ailing. Common, let’s not 
kill ourselves, let’s be hon-
est”, he said.



Uche Ekwunife tasks constituents
on political involvement,
representatives’ accountability
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T
he Presidential Can-
didate of  the Labour 
Party , Peter Obi, 

on Tuesday said the Ondo 
State Governor, Arakunrin 
Oluwarotimi Akeredolu, 
SAN, represents what Ni-
gerians desire at this present 
time.

Obi described Governor 
Akeredolu as a leader who 
speaks the truth at all times 
no matter the consequences. 
The LP Presidential candi-
date spoke during a condo-
lence visit to the Governor 
at the Presidential Lodge, 
Government House, Alag-
baka, Akure. 

‘Arm special security agents, we can no longer keep quiet’ 
- Peter Obi says, in visit to Gov Akeredolu

Also on the ground to re-
ceive him were the wife of  
the Governor, Chief  Betty 
Anyanwu-Akeredolu; the 
Deputy Governor, Hon. 
Lucky Aiyedatiwa; the Sec-
retary to the State Govern-
ment, Princess Oladunni 
Odu; the Chief  of  Staff, 
Chief  Olugbenga Ale; Di-
rector General of  the Pro-
ject Performance and Im-
plementation Monitoring 
Unit and grandson of  the 
deceased, Mr. Babajide Ak-
eredolu among others. 

Obi, who said things are 
going wrong in the country 
because people choose to 

From 3rd left, the State Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development, Dr. Foster Iheijiofor, Anambra State Chair-
man of Veterinary Medical Association, Dr Ifeanyi Obiwulu, the State Director of Veterinary Services, Dr. Basil Ideh and 
others, during the �agging off of free anti-rabies vaccination campaign

T
he Senator represent-
ing Anambra Central 
Senatorial District, 

Uche Ekwunife has urged 
constituents to ensure that 
those elected at various offic-
es give account of  steward-
ship, adding that candidates 
who seek to represent the 
people must reel out achieve-
ments recorded in the previ-
ous mandates they held in 
trust for the people.

Ekwunife noted that she 
would continue to give ac-
count of  stewardship and 
bring positive development 
to constituents.

The federal lawmaker, 
who spoke during the new 
yam festival of  the Umuawu-
lu community reiterated her 
continued effective and re-
sponsive representation, not-
ing that she will do everything 

to ensure constituents see the 
reward of  their uninterrupted 
support.

While assuring that all pro-
jects she attracted to the zone 
would be completed, the 
lawmaker congratulated the 
community on the success of  
their new yam festival.

Ekwunife stated that the 
festival is a symbol of  iden-
tity with deep significance 
in Igbo land. She further 
expressed that the occasion 
offered an opportunity to ap-
preciate God for making the 
year’s harvest bountiful.

Speaking further, Ek-
wunife commended the tra-
ditional ruler of  the commu-
nity, Igwe Joel Egwuonwu 
(Eze-Udo II Umuawulu) for 
his giant strides in communi-
ty development, praying God 
for more life on the throne.

FG volte-faces, withdraws letter asking
vice-chancellors to reopen universities

T
he Nigerian govern-
ment has withdrawn 
its earlier directive 

asking the management of  
federal universities to reopen 
the institutions “to ensure 
that the striking members of  
the Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities (ASUU) resume 
and commence lectures im-
mediately.”

The latest development was 
contained in another letter 
by the National Universities 
Commission (NUC) and dat-
ed 26 September.

Like the earlier copy con-
taining the “marching or-
der,” the new letter was also 
signed by NUC’s Director of  
Finance and Accounts, Sam 
Onazi, on behalf  of  the Ex-
ecutive Secretary, Abubakar 
Rasheed.

The agency had earlier on 
Friday directed the manage-
ment of  all federal universi-
ties to comply with the order 
of  the National Industrial 
Court (NIC) directing ASUU 
members to return to class-
rooms pending the determi-
nation of  the substantive mat-
ter before it.

The government had asked 
the pro chancellors and 
vice-chancellors to ensure 
that the striking lecturers re-
sume and commence lectures 
immediately.

The government’s directive 
had caused confusion for the 
university management as 
the vice-chancellors were un-
sure of  how to go about the 
decision.

The confusion is reinforced 
by the pending application 
for a stay of  execution at the 
appeal court by the counsel 
to the striking union, Femi 
Falana, a Senior Advocate of  
Nigeria.

But the new letter by the 
NUC which was addressed 
to the pro-chancellors and 
vice-chancellors of  the fed-
eral universities is titled; 
“Withdrawal of  Circular Ref: 
NUC/ES/138/Vol.64/135 
Dated 23rd September 2022.”

The new letter referenced 
NUC/ES/138/Vol.64/136 
and dated 26 September, 
reads in part; “I have been 
directed to withdraw the 
National Universities Com-
mission (NUC) circular Ref, 

NUC/ES/138/Vol.64/135 
and dated 23rd September 
2022 on the above subject. 
Consequently, the said Circu-
lar stands withdrawn.

“All Pro-Chancellors 
and Chairmen of  Govern-
ing Councils, as well as 
Vice-Chancellors of  Feder-
al Universities are to please 
note. Further development 
and information would be 
communicated to all relevant 
stakeholders.”

The letter, however, did 
not give reasons for the with-
drawal but it might not be 
unconnected to the criticisms 
by many Nigerians who have 
taken to social media to com-
ment on the development.

Many Nigerians including 
the members of  the manage-
ment of  various institutions 
had earlier on Monday con-
demned the government’s 
directive for reportedly “ig-
noring the stay of  execution 
application filed at the appeal 
court against the NIC order 
by the lecturers’ union.”

While some university 
management members spo-
ken to on the phone on Mon-

keep quiet, commended the 
Governor for speaking up 
for the people.

He charged Governor Ak-
eredolu to continue to take 
every necessary step to pro-
tect his people, adding that 
the Governor is doing the 
right thing.

“What is lacking in Nige-
ria is that we choose to keep 
quiet when things are going 
wrong. You have a man here 
who always speaks when 
things are going wrong, and 
I urge you to continue.”

He supported Governor 

Akeredolu on his move to 
arm the Amotekun Corps, 
saying the Governor must 
continue to do his best to 
defend his people.

“Arm those special secu-
rity people. Take every step 
to protect your people. It 
is important and it is your 
duty. I’m happy that you are 
speaking out always when 
necessary. May God Al-
mighty continue to be with 
you and bless all of  you.” he 
added.

Obi condoled the Gov-
ernor on the demise of  his 

mother, Lady Evangelist 
Grace Akeredolu, JP, pray-
ing God to grant her eternal 
rest.

The LP presidential stand-
ard bearer equally used the 
occasion to commiserate 
with the Governor over the 
sad incident at St Francis 
Catholic Church, Owo, 
where 41 people were killed 
and several other injured.

In his response, Governor 
Akeredolu appreciated Obi 
and his entourage for find-
ing time to visit him.

Akeredolu, who said what 

happened on June 5 at St 
Francis Catholic Church, 
Owo, was horrendous, also 
described the sad incident 
as unexpected and un-
common, especially in the 
Southern part of  the coun-
try.

On the death of  his moth-
er, the Governor said she 
would surely be missed even 
though she left at the ripe 
age of  90 years.

He expressed joy that all 
of  her late mother’s children 
survived her, saying she 
would be given a glorious 
and befitting burial.

day by PREMIUM TIMES 
said they were yet to take a 
decision on the matter, others 
said they were unaware of  the 
development.

An official of  NUC who 
spoke to this newspaper on 
condition of  anonymity 
earlier on Monday said the 
agency only carried out the 
instruction by its supervising 
ministry and that it was not 
in a position to query the de-
cision.

“On how the directive 
would be implemented NUC 
has no say on that. It is a 
different matter entirely. We 
were only asked to commu-
nicate the decision and we 
did,” the official who does 
not want to be quoted for fear 
of  sanction said.

True to the source’s claim, 
the earlier directive issued by 
NUC was a follow-up to an 
earlier letter by the Minister 
of  Labour and Employment, 
Chris Ngige, conveying the 
enrolment order of  the NIC 
to his counterpart at the Min-
istry of  Education, Adamu 
Adamu.

Anambra Keke operators constitute
committee over N15,000 tax hike, 
sack branch executives 

T
he Tricycle Owners 
Association of  Nigeria 
(TOAN) on Tuesday 

sacked the Anambra state 
branch executive over a pro-
test against the payment of  
N15, 000 tax.

Mr Elvis Okolie, Chair-
man of  the newly constituted 
13-man caretaker committee, 
while addressing journalists 
in Awka, said that the asso-
ciation had been meeting 
with the state government 
to resolve the high taxation 
issues. The tricycle operators 
on Sept. 23 and 24, protest-
ed against high taxation by 
the Prof. Charles Soludo-led 
government which grounded 
commercial activities in the 
state.

Okolie said the committee 
was also constituted to over-
see the affairs of  the associa-
tion pending the election of  a 

substantive leadership of  the 
association.

“The protest by some tri-
cycle riders was as a result of  
the leadership vacuum in the 
association.

“A vote of  no confidence 
was passed in the leadership 
of  TOAN Anambra state 
and a caretaker committee 
was constituted to occupy 
the vacuum. “The present 
administration has displayed 
the capacity to change the 
face of  Anambra, especial-
ly the transport sector, and 
we need to show support 
through good social behav-
iour and prompt payment 
of  taxes. “As an association, 
we should be partners in pro-
gress, therefore, we are not 
interested in frustrating and 
delaying the expected so-
cio-economic development 
of  the state,” he said.
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Commentary

he African Court on THuman and Peoples' 
R i g h t s  i n  A r u s h a ,  

Tanzania has in a landmark 
judgment  he ld  that  “ the  
Moroccan  occupat ion  o f  
Western Sahara is a serious 
violation of  the right to self-
determination.”

The court held that “all states 
have legal obligations to assist the 
Sahrawi people in the full 
realisation of  their right to self-
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a n d  
independence.”

The judgment delivered last 
week followed a suit filed by 
human rights lawyer Femi 
Falana SAN against eight 
African Union member states 
before the court over “the failure 
of  the countries to discharge their 
legal  duty to defend the 
sovereignty, territorial, integrity 
and independence of  Western 
Sahara.”

The case brought on behalf  
o f  B e r n a r d  A n b a t a aye l a  
Mornah, a Ghanaian citizen and 
the National Chairman of  the 
Convention of  People's Party, a 
political party in Ghana against 
Burkina Faso; Cote D'ivore; 
Ghana; Mali; Malawi; and 
Tanzania relates “to the legal 
duty on the defendants to defend 
the sovereignty, territorial, 
integrity and independence of  
Western Sahara.”

In the judgment, the African 
court held that “the presence of  
Moroccan forces in Western 
Sahara is a military occupation, 
which violates international 
law.”

The judgment, read in part: 
“The continued occupation of  
the SADR by Morocco is 
incompatible with the right to 
self-determination of  the people 
of  SADR as enshrined in Article 
20 of  the African Charter on 
Human and Peoples' Rights.”

“The Court notes that at the 
core of  the instant Application 
lies the Applicant's allegation 
that the admission of  Morocco to 
the AU was not opposed by 
Respondent States in spite of  
their individual and collective 
obl igat ion to  defend the  
sovereignty of  Western Sahara.”

“Considering the facts of  the 
case and the submissions of  the 
parties, the Court is of  the view 
that the present Application is 
essentially and firmly linked to 
the right to self-determination, 
particularly, the right of  the 
Sahrawi people to obtain 
assistance in their struggle for 
f r e e d o m  f r o m  f o r e i g n  
occupation.”

“Although the other rights 
are autonomous by their nature, 
their violation in the instant case 

basically flows from the alleged 
denial of  the right to self-
determination of  the people of  
Western Sahara.”

“It is the occupation of  the 
SADR and the deprivation of  its 
people of  their right to self-
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t h a t  h ave  
occasioned and facilitated the 
alleged violations of  their other 
rights, including their right to 
development, right to disposal of  
their natural resources, their right 
t o  p e a c e  a n d  t o  n o n -
discrimination.”

“The Court observes that the 
notion of  self-determination has 
strong resonance with Africa and 
carries a special and deep 
m e a n i n g  t o  i t s  p e o p l e .  
Colonisation, apartheid, military 
occupation and various forms of  
foreign oppressions that the 
continent experienced has 
defined the African identity and 
history as inherently and 
inextricably intertwined with the 
struggle for self-determination.”

“The African States have also 
c o n s i s t e n t l y  e x h i b i t e d  
unwavering commitment to the 
right to self-determination by 
suppor t ing or  sponsoring 
resolutions adopted in the United 
Nations and other regional and 
international fora.”

“Despite the fact that the 
Constitutive Act of  the AU, did 
not explicitly mention the right to 
self-determination, the defence 
of  'the sovereignty, territorial 
integrity and independence of  its 
Member States' is specified as 
one of  the objectives of  the 
Union.”

“The Constitutive Act also 
makes the promotion and 
protection of  human and 
peoples' rights in accordance 
with the African Charter on 
Human and Peoples' Rights, and 
other relevant human rights 
instruments' its additional 
objective.”

“The Charter guarantees the 
right to self-determination under 
its Article 20 as follows: All 
peoples shall have the right to 
existence. They shall have the 
unquestionable and inalienable 
right to self-determination. They 
shall freely determine their 
political status and shall pursue 
their economic and social 
development according to the 
policy they have freely chosen.”

“States are required to take 
actions individually and jointly 
to facilitate the realization of  the 
right to self-determination, 
including by offering assistance 
to  peop le  s t r ugg l ing  fo r  
independence and freedom from 
domination.”

“On the other hand, negative 
obligations involve the duty to 
respect the right, that is, 
abstaining from engaging in acts 

or taking measures that adversely 
affect people from fully enjoying 
their right to self-determination.”

“The Court also observes 
that in international law, the right 
to sel f -determinat ion has 
achieved the status of  jus cogens 
or a peremptory norm; thereby, 
gene ra t ing  the  co ro l l a r y  
obligation erga omnes on all 
States. As such, no derogation is 
permitted from the right and 'all 
States have a legal interest in 
protecting that right'.”

“Where a peremptory norm 
is breached, States are also under 
an obligation not to recognize the 
illegal situation resulting from 
such breach and not to render aid 
or assistance in maintaining the 
situation.”

“Furthermore, the Court 
recalls that the obligations 
resulting from the right to self-
determination are owed by States 
not only towards those who are 
under their jurisdiction but also 
to all other peoples who are not 
able to exercise or have been 
deprived of  their right to self-
determination.”

“In line with this, Article 20 
of  the Charter confers the right to 
get assistance on 'all peoples' 
w i t h o u t  ge o g r a p h i c a l  o r  
temporal limitations.”

“The Court observes that the 
right to self-determination is 
essentially related to peoples' 
right to ownership over a 
particular territory and their 
political status over that territory. 
It is inconceivable to materialise 
the free enjoyment of  the right to 
self-determination in the absence 
of  any territory that peoples 
could call their homeland.”

“The Court recalls that 
although Morocco has always 
laid claim on the territory it 
occupies, its assertion has never 
b e e n  a c c e p t e d  b y  t h e  
international community.”

“The Court recalls that in 
international law, a State incurs 
international responsibility 
w h e r e  t h r e e  c u m u l a t i ve  
conditions are proven to have 
existed: an act or omission 
violating international law, that 
is, an internationally wrongful 
act; the act must be attributed to a 
State (attribution); and the ac 
must cause a damage or loss 
(causal link).”

“In addition, there should 
not be circumstances precluding 
responsibility. These conditions 
are spelt out in the International 
Law Commission's Articles on 
Responsibility of  States for 
Internationally Wrongful Acts 
and have  been genera l ly  
c o n s i d e r e d  a s  r e f l e c t i n g  
customary international law.”

“The Court also reiterates 
t h a t  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s e l f -
determination under Article 20 

of  the Charter imposes an 
international obligation on all 
State Parties to take positive 
m e a s u r e s  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  
realisation of  the right, including 
by giving assistance to oppressed 
peoples in their struggle for 
freedom and refraining from 
engaging in actions that are 
incompatible with the nature or 
full enjoyment of  the right.”

“The Court notes that, in 
view of  the fact that part of  the 
SADR's territory is still under 
occupation by Morocco, there is 
no question that State Parties to 
the Charter have an obligation, 
individually and collectively, 
towards the people of  SADR to 
protect their right to self-
determination, particularly, by 
providing assistance in their 
struggle for might have resulted 
from such occupation.”

“All State parties to the 
Charter and the Protocol, as well 
as all Member States of  the AU, 
have the responsibility under 
international law, to find a 
permanent solution to the 
occupation and to ensure the 
enjoyment of  the right to self-
determination of  the Sahrawi 
people and not to do anything 
that would give recognition to 
such occupation as lawful or 
impede their enjoyment of  this 
right.”

“The Moroccan occupation 
of  part of  the territory of  the 
SADR seriously violates the right 
to self -determination and 
independence of  the Sahrawi 
people.”

“Consequently, the Court 
finds, AU Member States have an 
obligation to assist the Saharawi 
people in the realisation of  their 
right to self-determination and 
not to recognise the situation and 
violations resulting from this 
illegal occupation.”

“Indeed, the right to self-
determination and independence 
“imposes an international 
obligation on all States Parties to 
take positive steps to realise this 
r ight ,  including ass is t ing 
oppressed peoples in their 
struggle for freedom and 
r e f r a i n i n g  f r o m  a c t i o n s  
incompatible with the nature or 
the full enjoyment of  this right.”

The suit with application 
number 028/2018, read in part: 
“The territory known as Western 
Sahara in North Africa was 
forcefully and illegally colonized 
by Spain for several years until it 
pulled out and relinquished its 
claim as a colonial power over 
the territory in February 1976 as 
a result of  the violent resistance 
of  the Saharawi people.

“ T h e  d e f e n d a n t s  a r e  
members of  the African Union 
which have accepted the 
competence of  the Protocol of  

the African Court on Human and 
Pe o p l e s '  R i g h t s  o n  t h e  
Establishment of  the African 
Court on Human and Peoples' 
Rights.”

“ D e s p i t e  t h e  i l l e g a l  
occupation of  Western Sahara by 
Morocco not less than 84 
c o u n t r i e s  h ave  a c c o r d e d  
diplomatic recognition to the 
Saharawi Arab Democratic 
Republic, a member state of  the 
African Union. In Liberia, Sierra 
Leone and The Gambia the 
Economic Community of  West 
African States (ECOWAS) 
intervened militarily to restore 
democratic governments with 
the support of  the African 
Union.”

“In line with the provisions 
of  its Constitutive Act, the 
African Union suspended Niger, 
Burkina Faso and other member 
states of  the African following 
unconstitutional change of  
governments.”

“From the facts in support of  
this application it is indisputable 
that the defendants are members 
of  the African Union which are 
bound to comply with its 
Constitutive Act as well as the 
African Charter on Human and 
Peoples Rights (African Charter) 
the Protocol on Democracy, 
Good Governance and Elections 
of  the African Union as well as 
the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR).”

“The gravamen of  the 
complaint of  the Applicant is 
that the Defendants took part in 
the decision of  African Union to 
admit Morocco to the African 
Union when it has not ceased to 
occupy parts of  the territory of  
Western Sahara, a member state 
of  the African Union.”

“It is the submission of  the 
Applicant that by supporting the 
admission of  Morocco to the 
African Union the defendants 
deliberately violated articles 3(b), 
(g), (f) and (g) of  the African 
Union which require them to 
defend the sovereignty, territory, 
integrity and independence of  
the members states of  the African 
Union including Wester n 
Sahara.”

“The defendants  have  
colluded with Morocco in the 
subversion of  the basic principles 
of  the African Union to respect 
t h e  b o r d e r s  ex i s t i n g  o n  
achievement of  independence.”

“The African Charter on 
Human and Peoples' Rights 
which provides that: ''Nothing 
shall justify the domination of  a 
people by another. All peoples 
shall have the unquestionable 
and inalienable rights to self-
determination. They shall freely 
determine their political status.”

African court upholds right to self-determination,
independence of Saharawi Arab Democratic Republic

Agency report



h r e e  s u s p e c t s Tc o n v e y i n g  1 5 0 
bottles of  'skuchies' 

have been arrested by the 
L a g o s  S t a t e  P o l i c e 
Command. 

'Skuchies' is a cocktail 
o f  d r u g s ,  i n c l u d i n g 
cannabis sativa, tramadol 
tablets, codeine, swifnol, 
among others. 

The tr io – Francis 
Friday, Kemi Adeyemo, 
and Nonso Orji – were 
arrested while conveying 
150 bottles of  'skuchies' in a 
Suzuki minibus at Igbo 
Agowa, Ikorodu. 

The command's Public 
R e l a t i o n s  O f f i c e r , 
Benjamin Hundeyin, made 
this known in a tweet on 

 3 5 - y e a r - o l d 

Ai m p o r t e r , 
C h u k w u d i 

A j a e g b u ,  h a s  b e e n 
arraigned before the Ogba 

Magistrate 's Court for 
allegedly obtaining $11,000 
fraudulently from one 
Austine Ukaoha in the Ikeja 
area of  Lagos State.

Ajaegbu,  who was 
charged with three counts, 
wa s  a r r a i g n e d  b e f o r e 
Magistrate F.M. Onamusi.

The defendant, with 

others at large, were said to 
have conspired to commit 
felony, to wit stealing, 
thereby committing an 
offence punishable under 
Section 411 of  the Criminal 
Laws of  Lagos  S ta te, 
Nigeria 2015.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
police, sometime in 2010 on 
Bread Fraint Street, in the 

he Nigeria Police TForce has declared 
an Indian national 

Ayan Asit Chakraborty 
wanted.

A Gazette Bulletin with 
R e f  N o  A R : 

Balogun area of  Lagos, the 
defendant, with others at 
large, conspired among 
themselves to obtain the 
sum under false pretences.

The charges read in 
part, “That you, Chukwudi 
Ajaegbu, on the same date, 
time and place, in the Lagos 
Magisterial District, did 
fraudulently obtain the sum 
o f  $ 1 1 , 0 0 0  f r o m  o n e 
Austine Ukaoha, under the 

3000/ZN.2/MTU/TMI 
Vol. 2/141 announced that 
the Magistrates' Court had 
issued a warrant of  arrest in 
Lagos.

The suspect is expected 
to turn himself  in at the 
office of  the Assistant 
In spec to r  Genera l  o f  

pretence of  impor ting 
goods from China, the 
presentation known to be 
false, thereby committing 
an offence punishable 
under Section 314 (3) of  the 
Criminal Laws of  Lagos 
State, Nigeria 2015.”

The defendant pleaded 
not guilty to the charges.

Magistrate Onamusi 
adjourned the matter till 
December 7, 2022.

Police, Zone 2 Command in 
Onikan.

Ayan is wanted for 
a l l e g e d  s t e a l i n g  a n d 
fraudulent diversion of  
funds from a Nigerian firm 
Shash Industries Ltd., 
between 2017 till July 2022.

H e  i s  a c c u s e d  o f  
m a k i n g  a b o u t 
N500,000,000 fraudulent 
transfers to his various 
personal  accounts  for 
personal benefits.

The accountant is 35 
years old, 5.7 by height, 
medium build, oval face, 
long nose, small mouth, 
thin lips, good teeth, black 
eyes, light skin, and round 
chin,

The police description 
also said Ayan has curly 
ha i r,  l a rge  head ,  low 
forehead,  smokes and 
d r i n k s ,  d r e s s e s  i n 
cor porate/casual ,  and 
frequently visits clubs and 
bars.

“If  seen, arrest and 
hand over to the nearest 
police station or to the 
office of  the Assistant 
In spec to r  Genera l  o f  
Police, Zone-2 Command 
O n i k a n  L a g o s 
07030308813”, the notice 
added.

Tuesday.
According to him, 

suspicion and a subsequent 
search led to the arrest of  
the syndicate.

Advising Nigerians to 
avoid drugs, Hundeyin 
revealed that investigation 
was ongoing in the case. 

He tweeted, ” It started 
with reasonable suspicion, 
then search. Francis Friday 
' m '  a g e d  3 0 ;  K e m i 
Adeyemo 'f' aged 35 years; 
and Nonso Orji 'm' aged 
22, were arrested while 
conveying 150 bottles of  
skuch ies  in  a  Suzuk i 
minibus at Igbo Agowa, 
Ikorodu. 

“ I n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s 
ongoing. Say no to drugs!” 

n  I k e j a  H i g h 

ACourt on Tuesday 

s e n t e n c e d  t h e 

d e p o s e d  B a a l e  o f  

he Bayelsa State Police TCommand on Monday 
paraded a suspected 

kidnap kingpin, John Ewa, 
alias John Lion, at the Police 
Officers Mess, Yenagoa. 
The command also paraded no 
fewer than 10 other suspects, 
who were arrested for crimes 
bordering on alleged cultism, 
murder,  a r med  robber y, 
u n l aw f u l  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  
f i r e a r m s  a n d  p i p e l i n e 

Shangisha in the Magodo 

area of  Lagos,  Mutiu 

Ogundare to a 15-year jail 

term.

vandalism. 
E w a ,  3 0 ,  w a s  p a r a d e d 
alongside three members of  his 
g a n g ,  w h o m  t h e  p o l i c e 
ident i f i ed  as  Emmanuel 
Angase, Innocent Kingsley 
and Timi Werikumo. 
The state Commissioner of  
Police, Ben Okolo, said they 
were nabbed for allegedly 
k i d n a p p i n g  o n e  A k e e m 
Olushola on December 8, 
2020, and Danjuma Emeje on 
June 30, 2022.
H e  s a i d  E w a ,  A n g a s e , 
Kingsley and Werikumo were 

a p p r e h e n d e d  “ t h r o u g h 
painstaking investigation,” 
w h i l e  a n o t h e r  s u s p e c t , 
Gbalipre Gamage, was at 
large.
Okolo said, “This gang has 
been responsible for over 10 
high profile kidnappings in the 
state over a period of  seven 
years. 
“On December 8, 2020, one 
Akeeb Olushola, 48, the 
manager of  a new generation 
bank was kidnapped at his 
r e s i d e n c e  a t  O l d 
Commissioners Quarters, 

Opolo. He was released on 
December 12 after paying a 
ransom of  N80m. 
“Similarly, Danjuma Omeje, 
41, the manager of  a new 
generation bank in Yenagoa 
was kidnapped at his residence 
at Okaka, Yenagoa, on July 30, 
2022. He was released on July 
14, 2022, after paying a ransom 
of  N60m – N30m cash and US 
dollar equivalence of  N30m.” 

He noted that Ewa was known 
for his flamboyant lifestyle on 
social media, adding that he 
confessed to the kidnap of  
O l u s h o l a ,  N a n c y  Ke m e 
Dickson (on December 26, 
2015), Chinonso Eze, and 
other Igbo businessmen. 
The police commissioner said 
the suspects would be charged 
a t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  
investigation.

The traditional ruler was 

charged with faking his 

kidnapping and breaching of  

peace.

Recall that the former 

Lagos  State  Gover nor, 

Akinwunmi Ambode on 

July 13, 2022, suspended the 

Baale over a kidnap incident.

After five years, Justice 

H a k e e m  O s h o d i ,  o n 

T u e s d a y ,  s e n t e n c e d 

Ogundare, having convicted 

h i m  o f  a  t w o - c o u n t 

bordering on breach of  peace 

i n  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  f a k e 

kidnapping.

Also jailed for the same 

prison term was his brother, 

Opeyemi Mohammed.

The court, however, set 

his wife Abolanle, free, 

having earlier absolved her 

of  the charges earlier leveled 

against her.
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Lagos police arrest three, recover 150 'skuchies' bottles 

35-year-old importer in court over $11,000 fraud 

Suspended Lagos traditional ruler jailed

Police declare Indian wanted for
allegedly stealing Nigerian firm's
N500m

I don't know my gang kidnap people
– Kingpin 
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News Extra

Ikpeazu sympathizes with traders,
as flood wrecks havoc in Ariara

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State Gover-
nor, Dr Okezie 
Ikpeazu has sym-

pathised with traders at 
Ariaria international mar-
ket, Aba, especially those 
A-LINE part of  the mar-
ket whose shops were af-
fected by torrential rains. 

He sent the sympathy 
message when he visit-
ed the affected traders 
in the market, where he 
addressed the traders on 
his government’s deter-
mination to complete 
the A-Line section of  the 
market for their comforta-
ble use. 

Goods worth millions 
of  naira were destroyed 
in the flood, causing pain 
and sorrow for the traders. 
The Governor, who was 
represented by the Com-
missioner for Trade and 
Investment, Chief    John 
Okiyi Kalu expressed sad-
ness at the losses suffered 
by the traders.

“We wish to express 
our sympathy and soli-
darity with traders of  Ar-
iaria International Mar-
ket who were affected by 
the recent flooding in the 

market occasioned by the 
torrential rains of  the past 
three days. 

While we obviously 
have no way of  preventing 
heavy rains from falling 
in any of  our markets, the 
administration undertook 
the ongoing remodeling 
of  the market, starting 
with A-line, with new 
drains, road and shops 
elevated and aligned 
properly to conclusively 
deal with the perennial 
flooding challenges expe-
rienced by traders since 
inception of  the market.” 

The Governor direct-
ed the  developer of  the 
market, Blessed  Henken 
International Company 
Limited to  commence 
excavation and construc-
tion of  a 2-metre width 
culvert across Faulks road 
from A-line, to channel 
storm water from the con-
struction area to Water-
side River in Aba through 
Faulks/Osusu Road 
drainage way.  

He also directed the 
extension of  the ongoing 
reconstruction project at 
Omuma Road, Aba, to 
include connection of  
the wide drains to the If-
eobara area to provide al-
ternative channel for gra-

dient flow of  storm water 
to the natural collection 
points at Waterside River. 

Ikpeazu also directed 
the setting up of  a market 
committee to evaluate the 
losses suffered by traders 
with a few of  assisting 
them financially, while a 2 
years tax waiver be given 
to all the traders affected 
by the ongoing remode-

ling of  A-line in Airiaria 
International Market in-
cluding exemption from 
payment of  revenues col-
lected by state and local 
government agents in the 
market. 

 He further disclosed 
that  the construction of  
high quality shop struc-
tures in A-line will contin-
ue,  stressing that needed 

resources have been mo-
bilized  to ensure that as 
soon as the rains abate 
construction of  A-line 
road and associated drains 
will commence and con-
clude within the coming 
dry season window.

The State government 
canvassed the understand-
ing and support of  all 
traders, patrons and other 

visitors to the market on 
the whole situations. 

The government how-
ever, warned political ac-
tors against inciting the 
traders against the State 
government for political 
gains, warning that securi-
ty agents have been man-
dated to deal decisively 
with anyone found in that 
regard.

Abia State Governor, Dr Okezie Ikpeazu represented by Commissioner for Trade and Investment, Chief   John Okiyi Kalu with traders at Ariaria International market, Aba, especially 
those A-LINE part of the market whose shops were affected by torrential rains.
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OCDA THIS WEEK

n continuation of  its IA n n u a l  B i o m e t r i c 
Revalidation Exercise 

for all Civil Servants in the 
S t a t e ,  t h e  I m o  S t a t e 
Government through the 
I m o  D a t a  C e n t r e  l a s t 
Thursday concluded the 
Biometric Revalidation 
E x e r c i s e  f o r  t h e 
Management, Staff  and 
Pe n s i o n e r s  o f  O we r r i 
C a p i t a l  D e ve l o p m e n t 
A u t h o r i t y  ( O C D A ) . 
Welcoming the DG of  Imo 
Data Centre Sir Terence 
Onyejiaku and his Team to 
the Agency for the Biometric 
Revalidation, the Special 
Adviser to the Governor and 
General Manager of  Owerri 
C a p i t a l  D e ve l o p m e n t 
Authority (OCDA) Engr. 
Francis Chukwu applauded 
t h e  G o v e r n o r  H i s 
Excellency Distinguished 
Senator Hope Uzodimma 
for innovating the policy 
which he said will address 
the inconsistent records of  
some Staff  whose names 

he commitment of  the TS h a r e d  P r o s p e r i t y 
G ove r n m e n t  o f  H i s 

Excellency the Distinguished 
Sena to r  Hope  Uzod imma 
towards the security of  lives and 
properties of  Imo Citizens, has 
remained unwaver ing  and 
continues to receive priority 
attention on daily basis. 

To  th i s  end ,  the  S ta t e 
G o v e r n m e n t  t h r o u g h  i t s 
Development Control Agency-
Owerri Capital Development 
Authority has embarked on the 
construction of  Security Post 
behind Imo State University 
(IMSU) back gate Aladinma in 
O w e r r i  N o r t h  L o c a l 
Government Area of  the State.

Inspecting the Project during 
one of  the routine Operational 
Activities, the Special Adviser to 
the Governor and General 
Manager of  Owerri Capital 
D e v e l o p m e n t  A u t h o r i t y 
(OCDA) Engr. Francis Chukwu 
informed that the prime purpose 
of  the project was to secure the 
lives and properties of  students 
and other citizens living around 
the area.

He revealed that the attention 
of  Government has been drawn 
to the  area due  to cases of  crime 
that the area has become known 

and Bank  Ver i f i ca t ion 
Numbers (BVN) are not 
corresponding.  The OCDA 
helmsman who said that the 
Workers will be issued Imo 
number, announced that the 
Biometric Revalidation 
e x e r c i s e  i s  a i m e d  a t 
identifying the genuine 
workers that are on the 
p a y r o l l  o f  t h e  S t a t e 
Government while at the 
same time eliminating ghost 
workers who earn from 
different establishments 
under the same government, 
an act which he noted that it 
n e g a t ive ly  a f f e c t s  t h e 
resources of  Government.  
Engr. Chukwu also revealed 
that a Clock in and Clock out 
technology will soon be 
introduced at the gate of  the 
Agency for the workers of  
O w e r r i  C a p i t a l 
Development Authority 
(OCDA), adding that the 
device will be automated by 
the workers using their 
respective Imo numbers.

for, adding that some 
p e r s o n s  h a v e 
capitalized on the 
lonely nature of  the 
area to rob innocent 
people  especia l ly 
students of  the State 
owned University, of  
their valuables.

T h e  f o r m e r 
Special Adviser to the 
Governor on Project 
Monitoring Okigwe 
Zone Engr. Francis 
C h u k w u  w h o 
announced that the 
Security Post will be 
handed over to the 
P o l i c e  w h e n 
completed, opined 
that it will obviously 
a d d r e s s  a l l  t h e 
security issues that 
hitherto have been 
associated with the 
Imo State University 
back gate Aladinma, 
just as he maintained 
t h a t  G o v e r n o r 
U z o d i m m a ' s 
Government will stop 
at nothing in its zeal 
and quest to protect 
the Citizenry from 
crime and criminality.

Imo State Government through the Data Centre
ends annual biometric revalidation for OCDA
workers and pensioners. 

…Inspects construction of Security Post behind IMSU back gate

Special Adviser to the Governor and General Manager of Owerri Capital Development Authority (OCDA) Engr. Francis Chukwu with
the DG, Imo Data Centre, Sir Terence Onyejiaku and his Team at the Agency for the Biometric Revalidation of OCDA staff

Special Adviser to the Governor and General Manager of Owerri Capital Development Authority (OCDA), Engr. Francis Chukwu inspecting the
construction of a Security Post behind Imo State University (IMSU) back gate Aladinma in Owerri North Local Government Area of the State.
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e e d s  U n i t e d  a r e Lreportedly one of  four 
clubs chasing a deal 

fo r  s t r ugg l ing  Che l sea 
forward Christian Pulisic, 
amid reports the Blues have 
put knockdown price on him 
ahead January window.

T h e  U S A  s t a r  h a s 
suffered at Stamford Bridge 
in recent times. Signing from 
a Borussia Dortmund in a 
£58m deal in January 2019, 
P u l i s i c  h a s  m a d e  1 2 3 
appearances for the Blues in 
all competitions. However, 
he only made 13 Premier 
League starts last season, 
while it's a similar story this 
time around.

Indeed, Pulisic has cut 
an unhappy and frustrated 
figure around Chelsea of  late. 
H i s  p r ev i o u s  m a n a ge r 
Thomas Tuchel failed to find 

him a regular spot in his side. 
And while he is one of  six 
players we believe could 
benefit from Graham Potter's 
appointment, a new report 
claims otherwise.

T o  t h a t  e n d , 
Calciomercato reports that 
Chelsea are willing to cash in 
on Pulisic this summer for a 
relatively modest fee. Indeed, 
the Italian outlet claims 
interim sporting director 
Todd Boehly has placed a 
£31.2m (€35m) asking price 
on his head.

And i t ' s  hinted the 
player is unlikely to figure in 
Potter's plans going forwards. 
And should he be able to 
move the American on, 
Potter is reportedly eyeing a 
deal for his former Brighton 
charge Leandro Trossard.

W i t h  t h e  p l a y e r 

seemingly feeling mistreated 
by Chelsea, he is open to the 
possibility of  a move away to 
kickstart his career.

That knockdown fee for 
Pulisic is, understandably, 

ukayo Saka and Reece BJames combined well 
together as England 

drew with Germany
For 20 minutes England 

fans saw the light and the din 
that had been going around a 
p a c k e d  We m b l e y  w a s 
replaced by the belief  that 
maybe Gareth Southgate 
could still be 'The One after 
all.

He didn't have to replace 
the Oracle or Master Yoda, 
Southgate just made things 
click in a way that had been 
m i s s i n g  f o r  m a t c h e s 

In a substitution born 
from a lot of  'why not' 
thinking rather than too 
much tactical tweaking, 
Southgate stumbled upon a 
combination that may well 
have played itself  into World 
Cup favour, and who says 
rivals can't work together. 
G o n e  a r e  t h e  d ay s  o f  
b i t t e r n e s s  a c r o s s  t h e 
international canteen with 
Rio Ferdinand and Wayne 
Rooney smirking at Frank 
Lampard and John Terry 
behind their Premier League 
medals.

England haven't been 
bothered by club allegiances 
for a while under Southgate, 
everyone comes under one 
entity, fans too, and it has 
helped because the catalyst 
for the best 20 minutes of  
football since maybe beating 
the German's one year ago at 
Euro 2020 was lit by a 21-
year-old who plays in red and 
a 22-year-old devoutly a Blue.

It was the link-up of  
England Player of  the Year 
Bukayo Saka and perhaps 
England's most in-form 

beforehand. “Do or do not, 
there is no try” Mr Southgate. 
The pressure ramped up and 
it took until England had lost 
everything else to find the 
spark, belief, and confidence 
that it couldn't get much 
worse.

The result itself  was 
l a rge ly  i r r e l evan t ,  Ka i 
Havertz's late equaliser was 
more of  a smear on Nick 
Pope's World Cup dreams 
than it was the squad, and 
you can pinpoint the moment 
it all changed.

player, Reece James, that 
t o o k  t h e  g a m e  f r o m  a 
miserable way to enter the 
World Cup to 'hang on, if  we 
get this right then Declan 
Rice may have been right, 
maybe we will be good after 
all.'

In  a  way  tha t  on ly 
international football could 
under Southgate, it got worse 
before it got better, Havertz 
produced a stunning goal and 
it pushed England to express 
themselves. 'Give the ball to 
James' was Thomas Tuchel's 
final tactical advice for 
Chelsea, do the same for 
England, folks.

The wingback was given 
time to roam with Saka going 
outside and in, moving into 
s p a c e  a n d  t h e y  w e r e 
connected. Twelve minutes 
later, with assists from both 
of  them, England were 
ahead. The final goal doesn't 
matter much in the long run, 
b u t  i t  m i g h t  c h a n g e 
Southgate's selection for 
Qatar, and fans think they've 
found a winning formula.

said to have alerted a number 
of  potential suitors.

A s  w e l l  a s  L e e d s , 
N e w c a s t l e  a r e  a l s o 
considering a move to bring 
the 24-year-old to north-east.

espite the inclusion Dof  home-based star 
Ebube Duru in the 

Super Eagles squad for the 
friendly against  Algeria's B 
team on Friday, which ended 
2-2, Golden Eaglets coach, 
Fatai Amoo, insists more 
home-based players should 
have been included in the 
Nigerian team. 

Rivers United left-back, 
Duru got a late invitation 
following injuries to some of  
the regulars in the team. 

A n d  s p e a k i n g  o n 
Saturday, in an interview 
with our correspondent in 
Iseyin, Oyo State, on the 
sidelines of  the final of  the 
Peller Unity Cup, Amoo said 
home-based players should 
form the bedrock of  the 
national team. 

He said, “The Super 
Eagles have been taking 
a d v a n t a g e  o f  e v e r y 
opportunity for international 
friendly matches and they 
should be commended for 
that. But some home-based 
players should be included in 
the senior national team, play 
and that has always been my 
position. They should form 
the bedrock of  the national 
team. Go to Brazil; go to 
other top football nations, 
that is the situation. We can't 
push our home-based players 
aside. We need them, they are 
willing to play.

“For example, one or two 
home-based players ought to 
have been in this team against 
Algeria. They will learn some 
lessons and they will improve 
i f  t h e y  h a v e  s u c h 
opportunities.”

The Peller Unity Cup, 

which was organised by the 
l awmaker  r e p re sen t ing 
Iseyin/Itesiwaju/Kajola/Iw
ajowa Federal Constituency, 
Shina Peller, was won by 
Iseyin United, who beat 
Iseyin City 1-0 in the final. 

Amoo, who lauded the 
l a w m a k e r ,  s a i d  s u c h 
competition will keep the 
youths productively busy and 
could  a lso  be  used to 
showcase their skills. 

“I saw the matches and 
saw some talented players; 
talents abound everywhere in 
the country. We need to do 
more to get these young boys 
to play football,” he said. 

Nigeria 's  U-23 team 
goalkeeper  to  the 1996  
Atlanta Olympics Dosu 
Joseph and Dimeji Lawal 
we r e  a m o n g  o t h e r  ex -
footballers who watched the 
final match. 

ayern Munich want BHarry Kane and 
Tottenham Hotspur 

fans may have spotted a 
chat with Thomas Muller 
on Monday night.

E n g l a n d  t o o k  o n 
Germany on Monday 
night, hosting a Wembley 
clash with boss Gareth 
Southgate under huge 
pressure.

The Three Lions have 
been dreadful in this UEFA 
Nations League campaign 
but at least showed some 
fight against Germany.

2-0 down in the second 
half, England roared to 3-2 
up with goals from Luke 
Shaw, Mason Mount and 

adding Kane as he emerges 
a key target for 2023

Kicker now report that 
Bayern have made 'gentle' 
c o n t a c t  w i t h  K a n e ' s 
representatives to try and 
engineer a huge transfer.

That  has  to  leave 
Tottenham very worried; 
Kane is out of  contract in 
2024 and Bayern's interest 
may well turn his head.

One interesting note 
emerged from Monday's 
game between England 
and Germany though as 
Kane was approached by 
B ay e r n  s t a r  T h o m a s 
Muller.

Channel 4's highlights 

Kane himself.
England couldn't quite 

land the win as Kai Havertz 
equalised, but a 3-3 draw 
has at least shown some grit 
and quality in the England 
ranks.

Kane went up against 
Ger many  aga ins t  the 
backdrop of  r umours 
about a move to Bayern 
Munich.

Bayern lost their star 
g o a l s c o r e r  R o b e r t 
Lewandowski this summer 
as he decided to leave 
Bavaria for Barcelona.

Despite having Sadio 
Mane in the fold Bayern are 
reportedly still interested in 

video shows Muller going 
up to Kane at the full-time 
whistle for a brief  chat.

Maybe this was just 
two world-class players 
talking after a close game.

Yet these nudges from 
players trying to recruit 
new teammates do happen 
and few at Bayern would 
complain if  Muller was just 
telling Kane to make the 
move to Munich.

T o t t e n h a m  w i l l 
certainly hope that isn't the 
case, but this chat has set 
tongues wagging on social 
media with Bayern fans 
wondering whether there 
were transfer connotations 
to their conversation.

Leeds tops in pursue for Christian Pulisic 

Bayern, Spurs fans smell something as Muller, Kane chat 

Saka and Reece

Arsenal's Saka to win Ballon d'Or with Reece
James' 

Amoo makes case for
home-based footballers 

kane Muller

Amoo

Pulisic
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ccording to Italian 

Apublication, Calcio 
Mercato, Torino 

president Urbano Cairo, 
and spor t ing director, 
Davide Vagnati, are set to 
open negotiations with 
Nigeria international Ola 
Aina in order to extend the 
defender's contract. 

Aina has less than a 
yea r  on  h i s  four -yea r 

ngland boss, Gareth ESouthgate, has said 
it would take an 

extreme situation not to 
pick Harry Maguire and 
Luke Shaw in his squad.

Southgate continues to 
keep faith in Maguire, 
despite being axed by club 
manager Erik ten Hag.

Against Germany on 
M o n d a y  n i g h t ,  t h e 
Manchester United centre 
back gave away a penalty, 
which Ilkay Gundogan 
converted to make it 1-0.

His misplaced pass also 
contributed to the build-up, 

which saw Kai Havertz 
make it 2-0.

Southgate has come 
under fire for his support of  
Maguire, and with no more 
matches until the 2022 
World, he has insisted he 
will continue to pick him.

“I know everyone will 
focus on Harry but there 
were some very important 
m o m e n t s  t h a t  H a r r y 
delivered during the two 
matches.

“ L u k e  S h a w  w a s 
a n o t h e r  e x a m p l e  o f  
somebody [who delivered 
m o m e n t s ] ;  h e ' s  a n 

outstanding footballer.
“So what do we do? 

N o t  p i c k  L u k e  S h aw 
because he's not playing 
enough football or do we 
pick a player who can do 
what we saw tonight?

“That's always going to 
raise debate but I think in 
these moments we've got to 
back our best and our most 
experienced players unless 
we're in a situation where 
it's almost untenable and 
impossible to pick them,” 
Southgate said.

eal Madrid winger, RVinicius Jr., has 
hailed Paris Saint-

Germain's Neymar as his 
idol in football.

Vinicius is steadily 
emerging as a regular in the 
Brazilian national football 
team.

He has enjoyed an 
excellent start to the 2022-
2023 campaign, scoring 
five goals and providing 
four assists in 9 matches.

Vinicius was included 
in Brazil's starting XI 
a g a i n s t  G h a n a  l a s t 
weekend as they won 3-0 in 
the friendly tie.

In a tweet via his 
T w i t t e r  h a n d l e  o n 
M o n d a y ,  V i n i c i u s 
expressed his appreciation 
for Neymar.

T h e  2 2 - y e a r - o l d 

shared a picture from their 

most recent appearance 

together,  a longs ide  a 

heartwarming caption: 

Sonhe e realize! meu ídolo 

@neymarjr

It read (translated to 

English): “Dream and do! 

my idol @neymarjr.”

Vinicius has thus far 

featured in 15 games for 

the Brazil national team, 

scoring once.

Neymar, on the other 

h a n d ,  h a s  p l a y e d  a 

whopping 120 matches for 

his country, pitching in 

with 74 goals and 55 

assists.

The former Barcelona 

star is currently the second-

leading goalscorer for his 

country after Pele.

uper Eagles Vice 

SCaptain  Wil l iam 
Troost-Ekong and 

G o a l k e e p e r  M a d u k a 
Okoye have a new club 
manager as their English 
C h a m p i o n s h i p  s i d e, 
Watford,  have named 
Slaven Bilic as their new 
boss on an 18-month deal 
after sacking Rob Edwards 
just 11 games into his 
tenure.

Edwards,  39 ,  was 
appointed in May after 
leading Forest  Green 
Rovers to promotion from 
League Two.

He succeeded former 
E n g l a n d  b o s s  R o y 
Hodgson and became the 
Hornets' eighth permanent 
manager since 2018.

H i s  c o n t r a c t  wa s 
c a n c e l l e d  b y  mu t u a l 
consent in January, after a 
year in charge, because he 
wanted to return to his 
family in Europe.

Owner Gino Pozzo 
said: “As with all decisions 
taken by the board, I 

believe this change to be in 
the best interests of  the 
club.

“We fe l t  Rob had 
enough time to show us the 
ident i ty  of  h is  team, 
however performances 
haven't reflected our hopes 
and ambitions.

“Now we must move 
forward, and, in Slaven 
Bilic, we have secured the 
services of  an experienced 
coach who has recent 
experience of  promotion 
to the Premier League.”

Other Nigerians at 
Watford include Samuel 
Kalu, former Nigeria U20 
international Tom Dele-
Bashiru and winger Joseph 
Hungbo. Troost-Ekong 
made three appearances in 
al l  competi t ions with 
Edwards in the dugout, 
Hungbo was involved in 
four games, Okoye played 
just once in the Carabao 
Cup, while Kalu and Dele-
Bashiru have yet to make 
their season debuts.

here is a saying that T“all good things 
must come to an 

e n d ” ,  a n d  f o r  m y 
p ro fe s s iona l  foo tba l l 
career, that day is today,” 
the former Chelsea star 
said on Tuesday.

“I look back at the past 
20 years of  my career, and I 
must say that I am very 
satisfied with all that I was 
able to achieve and more 
importantly the human it 
has helped shape.”

For the former Super 
Eagles skipper, his career 
won't have come this far 
without suppor t  from 
coaches, family members, 
fans,  and teammates, 
among others.

“You supported me 
through my highs and 
lows, even on days that I 
did not live up to your 
expec ta t ions,”  Mike l 
added. “I say a big thank 
you.”

As for those who may 
have been inspired by his 
footballing exploits, the 
former Lyn Oslo star urged 
them “to never give up on 
their dreams, for every time 
you think about quitting, 
remind yourself  why you 
started.

“This is not goodbye, 
it's the start of  another 
journey, another chapter 
of  my life. I look forward to 
what the future holds and I 
hope you will walk with 
me. Thank you.”

contract, which he signed in 
2019 and will be free to 
discuss terms with any 
interested parties from 
January 2023. 

Despite competition 
from Singo, Lazaro and 
Vojvoda at the right-back 
position, Aina continues to 
prove his worth to manager 
Ivan Juric and has made six 
a p p e a r a n c e s  f o r  t h e 

Grenades in Serie A this 
season. 

With just a few months 
left for the Nigerian to be 
able to discuss terms with 
other suitors, Torino will 
have to decide whether to 
o f f e r  h i m  a  c o n t r a c t 
extension.

“Ola Aina 's contract 
with Torino is about to 
expire: the full-back is in fact 

linked to the grenade club 
until next June 30,” the 
website wrote.

 “The director Davide 
Vagnati, together with the 
president Urbano Cairo, 
will therefore have to decide 
w h e t h e r  t o  s t a r t 
negotiations to extend the 
contract with the Nigerian 
player. 

“Aina  was  heav i ly 
employed by Ivan Juric in 
the first few games even 
though he lost his starting 
spot on the left wing after 
Mergim Vojvoda returned 
from injury.” 

The versatile full-back 
was handed a professional 
contract at Stamford Bridge 
in 2016 after excelling at the 
Chelsea youth academy. 

He, however, failed to 
lay claim to a starting spot 
for the Blues, before joining 
Torino in 2018 after a 
temporary spell at Hull City. 

T h e  N i g e r i a n 
impressed in Turin and 
sealed a permanent transfer 
in 2019 for a reported 
€9.80m.

Aina

Maguire and Shaw

Troost-Ekong, Okoye
get new manager at
Watford

Ekong

Real Madrid's Vinicius
reveals his idol in football

Vinicius

Torino to open Aina contract talks 

2022 World Cup: Southgate names two
England players “impossible not to pick”

Mikel Obi Retires From
Football  
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The fresh news people

i g e r i a  i s  a  l a n d  o f  

Nmysteries with too many 
u n e x p l a i n e d  a n d 

unexplainable phenomena. It is 
inexplicable that it has not secured 
a place in the Guinness Book of  
World Records on account of  its 
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  my s t e r i e s . 
Mysterious social occurrences 
defying logic and common sense 
happen in the everyday national 
life. One of  the mysteries of  
today's Nigeria is the flourishing 
kidnap-for-ransom enterprise, 
which has assumed an industrial 
dimension and the status of  a sub-
sector of  the economy. Nigeria, 
according to the Armed Conflict 
Location and Event Data Project 
(ACLEDP), had by 2021 gone 
miles ahead of  Mexico and 
C o l o m b i a  i n  i n c i d e n t s  o f  
kidnapping and mass abduction. 
Yet, unlike Libya and Syria, 
Nigeria does not have pre-existing 
combat experiences with the 
attendant collapse of  internal 
security, yet our record is not 
enviable.

In the country, this nefarious 
activity has three broad categories 
– retail kidnapping, medium-scale 
k i d n a p p i n g ,  a n d  t e r r o r i s t 
abduction. Friends and family 
dr ive  re ta i l  k idnapping for 
immediate financial rewards, such 
as a wife arranging for the kidnap 
of  her husband, friends organising 
for the kidnap of  other friends, and 
housemaids setting up the kidnap 
o f  the i r  mas te r s '  ch i ldren . 
M e d i u m - s c a l e  k i d n a p p i n g 
involves attacking buses on the 
road and taking all the passengers, 
assaulting villages and taking 
helpless victims hostage, and 
attacking communities, while 
terrorising and occupying them. 
This class of  kidnap-for-ransom 
has made the word 'bandits' 
popular  as  a  lose  term for 
criminals.

Another category, terrorist 
abduction, refers to a sophisticated 
organised crime and large-scale 
business involving multiple actors, 
o f t en  t a rge t ing  h igh  va lue 
individuals, and designed to draw 
the government's attention. The 
2014 mass abduction of  276 
school girls in Chibok, North-East 
of  Nigeria, woke the nation up to 
this new reality. Another was the 
Abuja-Kaduna train attack (AK-
9), for which most of  the victims 
are still held as hostages, six 
months after. Terrorist abduction 

is  a direct  challenge to the 
sovereignty of  the Nigerian state.

T h i s  d i c h o t o m o u s 
categorisation of  kidnapping in 
Nigeria showcases the dynamism 
and vibrancy of  this criminal 
enterprise across the lengths and 
breadths of  Nigeria, which is a 
menace to our communities. This 
cankerworm has eaten deep into 
our collective consciousness, 
forever altering our senses of  
security and safety. We are afraid 
of  our shadows. Even the greatest 
of  bonds, both familial and 
relational, is jeopardised by the 
fear of  kidnapping. We do not 
travel freely on our motorways and 
train lines without a nagging 
thought of  the possibility of  being 
kidnapped. Long-haul road travel 
is only an affair of  the poor who 
cannot afford costly flight tickets. 
Flights are the only option for 
those who can afford them, even 
with much sacrifice. The economic 
and  soc ia l  impl i ca t ions  o f  
kidnapping and its auxiliary 
psychological and emotional 
t r a u m a  a r e  o u r  c o l l e c t i ve 
nightmare.

The kidnapping statistics in 
Nigeria are sketchy and often do 
not capture the realities on the 
ground because most kidnap 
incidents go unreported or, when 
reported, are not adequately 
captured by security agencies. Yet, 
the data is as mindboggling as it is 
disturbing. According to a recently 
p u b l i s h e d  r e p o r t  b y  S B M 
Intelligence titled “The Economics 
of  Nigeria's Kidnap Industry”, 
about N653.7 million was paid as 
ransom in Nigeria between July 
2021 and June 2022. More than 
500 incidents were recorded, and 
3,420 people were abducted across 
the country, with 564 others killed 
in the violence associated with 
kidnapping in one year. The report 
also detailed that N6.531 billion 
($9.9 million) was demanded in 
ransom in the period considered, 
but only N653.7 million ($1.2 
million) was paid. These figures do 
not include the humongous 
amounts paid as ransom (at least 
N100 million each) by the victims 
of  the AK9 train attack of  last 
March.

Recently, armed men invaded 
the Cherubim and Seraphim 
Church during a vigil programme 
at the Bayan Kasuwa quarters in 
Kajuru Local Government Area of  

Kaduna State, abducting at least 45 
people, the Southern Kaduna 
Peoples Union (SOKAPU) told 
r e po r t e r s  o n  M o nd ay.  The 
kidnappers have reached out to 
victims' families, demanding N200 
million for the release of  their 
relatives. We can imagine the 
trauma this community is going 
through now. From where will the 
v i c t i m s  r a i s e  t h e  N 2 0 0 m 
demanded by the terrorist?

Kidnapping for ransom has 
become attractive because 95% of  
those involved go scot-free and 
enjoy the derived monetary 
rewards. The ineptitude of  our 
security agencies and a culture of  
corruption and compromise have 
made kidnapping gain traction. 
Till date, the criminals involved in 
both the 2014 Chibok and Abuja-
Kaduna train attacks are yet to be 
apprehended. It also thrives 
because kidnappers use too many 
ungoverned spaces and forests as 
operational bases, for which our 
security operatives appear helpless 
in tackling. Kidnapping has 
become a profession because it is 
now an easy way of  making 
money. It is ubiquitous due to the 
state of  the economy and lack of  
oppor tunit ies of  the youth. 
Dabbling into crime has become 
an excellent alternative for idle 
minds. The network of  those 
involved in the industry is presently 
extensive,  making i t  near ly 
i m p o s s i b l e  t o  t r a c k  t h e 
per pet ra tors.  You have  the 
negotiators, the banks that receive 
ransom, some compromised 
security personnel, the police that 
charge fees for tracking kidnappers 
from relatives of  victims, a state 
intel l igence network that is 
abdicating its responsibility or 
bowing to the superior intelligence 
of  criminals,  transpor tation 
networks, communities that hide 
kidnappers and unemployed youth 
who work as informants.

It is simply mysterious that 
with the ubiquitous nature of  
Nigerian police officers, a plethora 
of  intelligence agencies, military 
establishments, heavy budget on 
t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  a r m s,  t h e 
kidnapping industry is still thriving 
in Nigeria with l i t t le or no 
consequences. The police who are 
primarily responsible for tackling 
this crime sometimes know the 
kingpins and their operational 
bases, yet it remains a 'mystery' 
tha t  the  po l i ce  s t i l l  s eems 

ineffective in tracking the crime 
and criminals. An even more 
confounding mystery is  the 
emergence of  negotiators in the 
kidnapping enterprise. Negotiators 
play a vital role in the enadeavours 
and  a re  known to  secur i ty 
agencies, yet they walk around 
freely. The sovereignty of  the 
Nigerian state has never been as 
chal lenged as  this  cr iminal 
enterprise is currently constituting. 
It is a mystery that the entire 
apparatus of  the Nigerian security 
system has not been mobilised to 
defend our sovereignty.

To tackle kidnapping for 
ransom will require a cocktail of  
laws, intelligence, surveillance, 
a n d  j o i n t  m i l i t a r y – p o l i c e 
operations. Recently, Nigeria's 
Senate passed a bill imposing jail 
terms of  at least 15 years for 
anyone paying a ransom to free 
someone who has been kidnapped. 
The bill also made abducting an 
individual punishable by death in 
cases where the victims die. The 
b i l l  h a s  n o t  y e t  r e c e i v e d 
presidential assent, even as it is 
controversial. Some have argued 
that it criminalises the victims and 
their family members, who in the 
event of  kidnap are desperately 
working, often with little realistic 
support from the police, to get the 
victims out of  bondage. Some have 
even argued that the persistence of  
the kidnapping problem is not for 
the lack of  laws but for the 
enforcement of  existing laws. I 
must argue that this is a time to not 
only enforce existing laws on 
kidnapping, but the government 
should be creative in reviewing all 
laws pertaining to kidnapping and 
creatively create more, if  need be, 
to ease the tackling of  this menace. 
Nigerians welcome any law that 
will strike at the heart of  the 
problem and alleviate or eliminate 
this scourge.

Some people have argued that 
the seeming inefficiency of  the 
security agencies and architecture 
in tackling kidnapping and related 
crimes is caused by the conspiracy 
of  the top brass in the security 
firmament, who think that peace is 
much less lucrative than perpetual 
low-intensity conflict. Insecurity, 
some have argued, has become big 
business helping the funnelling of  
huge security budgets to the 
security sector. So, to some people, 
it is counter-intuitive for security 

officials to wipe out insecurity 
when that will immediately impact 
their funding. If  this is the case, it is 
necessary to re-orientate these top 
security personnel and re-think the 
link between the security structures 
and their funding formula.

Adequate funding is essential. 
A situation where kidnappers and 
terrorists are better equipped than 
o u r  s e c u r i t y  o f f i c i a l s  i s 
unacceptable. There is a need to 
integrate local  intel l igence, 
community participation, and 
government security apparatus in 
the fight against kidnapping. A 
massive sensitisation programme 
is needed to educate the youth to 
eschew violence and kidnapping 
activities, whilst being tough on 
those who choose to become 
kidnappers. The carrot and stick 
approach is essential.

Security is a joint venture. 
Everyone must be involved in the 
protection of  lives and properties. 
Kidnappers are human beings who 
live with people, interact with 
them, and buy things from them. It 
will become easy if  everyone is 
keen to work together to eradicate 
them. Leaders of  communities 
t h a t  h a r b o u r  k i d n a p p e r s 
k n o w i n g l y  m u s t  b e  m a d e 
precariously liable. It behoves 
them to know people living in their 
communities and liaise with 
security agencies to rid the 
community of  anyone who is a 
kidnapper.

Finally, you can turn the 
country into a police state, but 
kidnapping will  continue to 
flourish if  you do not address the 
economy and create jobs. This 
macroeconomic reality stares all of  
us in the face. A country where 
almost 50% of  its youth are 
unemployed, underemployed, or 
unemployable is a fertile ground 
for criminality such as kidnapping. 
A country where stupendous 
riches co-habit with ravenous 
poverty and the gap between the 
rich and the poor is widening each 
day creates a conducive socio-
political and economic milieu for 
kidnapping. The Nigerian state 
must rise to the occasion and create 
a political, social, and economic 
environment that discourages 
crime, while promoting progress, 
growth, and development.
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