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secretly killing members
with Ebubeagu militia
in Anambra 
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...Ohanaeze calls for his release
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votes not 9,000
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2023: I’m more qualified academically than
Atiku, Tinubu, Obi – Kwankwaso
T

he presidential can-
didate of  the New 
Nigeria Peoples Par-

ty (NNPP), Rabiu Kwank-
waso, has said he was more 
academically qualified than 
other candidates contesting 
the 2023 presidential elec-
tion.

Kwankwaso said some of  
the presidential candidates 
have questionable academ-
ic credentials and should 
not be seen contesting for 
any elective office in the 
country.

The former Governor of  

Kano State stated this on 
Tuesday during a workshop 
on social media training for 
party officials ahead of  the 
2023 general election.

Kwankwaso, represented 
by the party’s Kano North 
Senatorial District candi-
date, Abdullahi Bichi, said 
his education is verifiable. 
He is the most education-
ally qualified among every 
candidate contesting for 
President.

Bichi said: “Kwakwan-
so’s education is verifiable. 
He is the most education-

ally qualified among every 
candidate contesting for 
President.

“When Kwankwaso was 
governor of  Kano, he set 
up universities where both 
the children of  the rich and 
the poor attended school 
without paying.

“Today, you can hard-
ly take a flight in Nigeria 
without finding a benefi-
ciary of  Kwankwaso’s con-
tributions in the Kano State 
education system working 
as a flight attendant, or as 
something else there.” The 

national chairman of  the 
NNPP, Prof. Rufai Alkali, 
urged members of  the par-
ty to propagate the party’s 
message so loud so that 
others can hear and see it.

He, however, warned 
them against going foul of  

existing cyber laws, adding 
that participants must fol-
low due process.

Alkali also maintained 
that the NNPP’s cyber ti-
gers must also use other 
media to reach out to vot-
ers as “the vast majority of  

Nigerians don’t depend on 
the social media for news.”

“In most parts of  the 
north, people depend on 
their transistor radios for 
news. So, we must also be 
able to reach those who’re 
not on social media,” he 
said.

IPOB accuses Soludo of secretly killing
members with Ebubeagu militia in Anambra 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he Indigenous Peo -
ple of  Biafra, IPOB 
has accused Anam -

bra State governor, Prof 
Chukwuma Soludo of  se -
cretly setting up Ebubeagu 
militia to eliminate their 
members. 

IPOB media and pub -
licity secretary, Mr Emma 
Powerful stated this in a 
press release made availa -
ble to journalists in Onit -
sha, Anambra State on 
Wednesday. Powerful in 
the release dared Soludo, 
promising to confront his 
militia, using the militant 
wing of  their Organisaion, 
Eastern Security Network 
(ESN). 

IPOB in the release said: 
“We has been drawn to 
the reckless and unjustifi -
able murder of  innocent 
citizens of  Biafra in An -

ambra State by the secret 
militia and Ebubeagu secu -
rity outfit created in Anam -
bra State by Prof. Charles 
Chukwuma Soludo. 

“IPOB want to bring 
to the knowledge of  Bia -
frans the criminal activi -
ties of  Soludo’s militia and 
Ebubeagu security outfit in 
Anambra State.  

“Soludo had secretly set 
up the Ebubeagu securi -
ty outfit simply to begin a 
covert elimination of  IPOB 
members, now it is clear 
that the governor wants to 
turn the peaceful state of 
Anambra into flame. 

“Soludo must be held re -
sponsible for whatever hap -
pens in Anambra State go -
ing forward if  he continues 
to use his Ebubeagu militia 
to be profiling Biafrans and 
eliminating them because 
they have paintings or tat -
too on their body.” 

The group said the se -

cret killing of  its members 
are pronounced in Nnewi, 
Idemili South and North 
including other important 
towns and communities in 
the state. 

It advised Soludo to 
take a cue from what was 
happening in other South 
Eastern states where the 
governors defied IPOB’s 
warnings, while also men -
tioning Imo and Ebonyi 
States particularly. 

Powerful said ESN has 
been put on alert about 
happenings in Anambra 
State, where he claimed 
that several members of 
IPOB have been killed, ab -
ducted or arrested. 

Though, there is no 
verifiable evidence of  the 
existence of  Ebubeagu 
militia in Anambra State, 
but IPOB insists that the 
militia was the same as the 
very well known Anambra 
Vigilante Services (AVG).

Ohanaeze, lawyer blast suit seeking
declaration of Ekweremadu’s seat vacant

A 
lawsuit filed by 
Chief  Ogochukwu 
Onyema, a lawyer 

and candidate for the Peo-
ples Democratic Party (PDP) 
nomination for the Enugu 
West Senatorial District in 
the 2019 general election, 
against Senator Ike Ekw-
eremadu, a former deputy 
senate president, has drawn 
harsh responses.

According to Onema re-
quested that the Enugu West 
Senatorial District seat, 
which is currently held by 
Ekweremadu, be declared 
vacant in the lawsuit she filed 
at the Enugu branch of  the 
Federal High Court.

Reacting to the suit, apex 
Igbo socio-cultural organiza-
tion, Ohanaeze Ndigbo char-
acterized Onyema’s action as 
diabolical.

In a statement on Thurs-
day, Mazi Okwu Nnabuike, 
the national president of  the 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo Youth 
Council, said it was devilish 
for anyone to bring such a 
lawsuit against the lawmaker 
in light of  his current difficul-
ties.

 “We find it agonizing 
that any human being could 
come up with this kind of  sa-
tanic and acidic suit against 
Senator Ike Ekweremadu.

“It is even more cruel com-
ing at a time when it has 
been revealed that Senator 
Ekweremadu is facing health 
challenges in detention. One 
expects any person with con-
science to empathize with 
the lawmaker in the face of  
these challenges.

“As an Enugu West man 
whom Ekweremadu is repre-
senting, he has never shown 
sympathy since Ekwere-
madu started going through 
all these difficulties.

 “The only thing he could 
do was to institute a court 
case against Ekweremadu. 
This reconfirms our fear that 
the enemies are within. So 
many people have a hand 
on what befell Ekweremadu, 
but man is not God

“We call on the plaintiff  to 
immediately withdraw that 
suit for the sake of  posterity 
and human conscience. No-
body is immune to health 
challenges; it can happen to 
any other person.

“Barr. Ogochukwu 
Onyema should without 
wasting time withdraw the 
satanic suit if  indeed he is 
true Igbo man, known to 
be their brother’s keeper,” 
Okwu declared.

In response, Evang. Chi-
nenye Orji, a lawyer based in 
Enugu, chastised Onyema, 
claiming the case violates 
Nigerian law, particularly 
the Electoral Act, and that 
Section 68 of  the Constitu-
tion specifically lays out the 
criteria and procedures for 
declaring a senator’s seat va-
cant.

According to him, even if  
there were a vacancy for any 
reason, no one would inherit 
the seat because Section 76 
of  the Constitution man-
dates that INEC hold a new 
election within 30 days to fill 
such a vacancy.

“Section 68 (1) provides, 
among others, that a mem-
ber of  the Senate or of  the 
House of  Representatives 
shall vacate his seat in the 
House of  which he is a 
member if  he becomes a 
member of  another legisla-
tive house; any other circum-
stances arise that, if  he were 
not a member of  the Senate 
or the House of  Representa-
tives, would cause him to be 
disqualified for election as a 
member; he ceases to be a 
citizen of  Nigeria; without 
just cause he is absent from 
meetings of  the House of  
which he is a member for 
a period amounting in the 
aggregate to more than one-
third of  the total number of  
days during which the House 
meets in any one year; being 
a person whose election to 
the House was sponsored by 
a political party, he becomes 
a member of  another politi-
cal party without a division 
or a merger affecting the 
party that previously spon-
sored him; or the presiding 
officer receives a certificate 
under the hand of  the INEC 
Chairman stating that the 
provisions of  Section 69 of  
the Constitution in respect 
of  the recall of  a lawmaker 
have been complied with.

“But even at that, Section 
68 (3) provides that a Sena-
tor or House member shall 
not be deemed to be absent 
without just cause from a 

meeting of  the House unless 
the person presiding certifies 
in writing that he is satisfied 
that the absence of  the mem-
ber from the meeting was for 
a just cause’.

He said none of  these 
applies to Senator Ekwere-
madu yet, as he had not been 
absent for no just cause or for 
one-thirds of  the total num-
ber of  sitting of  the Senate in 
2022.

 “Section 68 (1) provides, 
among others, that a member 
of  the Senate or of  the House 
of  Representatives shall va-
cate his seat in the House of  
which he is a member if  he 
becomes a member of  anoth-
er legislative house; any oth-
er circumstances arise that, 
if  he were not a member of  
the Senate or the House 
of  Representatives, would 
cause him to be disqualified 
for election as a member; he 
ceases to be a citizen of  Ni-
geria; without just cause he is 
absent from meetings of  the 
House of  which he is a mem-
ber for a period amounting in 
the aggregate to more than 
one-third of  the total num-
ber of  days during which the 
House meets in any one year; 
being a person whose elec-
tion to the House was spon-
sored by a political party, he 
becomes a member of  an-
other political party without 
a division or a merger affect-
ing the party that previously 
sponsored him; or the presid-
ing officer receives a certif-
icate under the hand of  the 
INEC Chairman stating that 
the provisions of  Section 69 
of  the Constitution in respect 
of  the recall of  a lawmaker 
have been complied with.

“But even at that, Section 
68 (3) provides that a Sena-
tor or House member shall 
not be deemed to be absent 
without just cause from a 
meeting of  the House unless 
the person presiding certifies 
in writing that he is satisfied 
that the absence of  the mem-
ber from the meeting was for 
a just cause’.

He said none of  these 
applies to Senator Ekwere-
madu yet, as he had not been 
absent for no just cause or for 
one-thirds of  the total num-
ber of  sitting of  the Senate in 
2022.

Ohanaeze calls for Nnamdi Kanu's
release over latest health condition

he incarcerated leader Tof  the Independent 
P e o p l e  o f  B i a f r a 

(IPOB), Nnamdi Kanu, is 
allegedly suffering from poor 
health,  according to the 
leading Igbo sociocultural 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  O h a n a e z e 
Ndigbo Worldwide.

Ifeanyi Ejiofor, the IPOB 
leader's attorney, revealed that 
Kanu had a gastrointestinal 
a i lment  and  was  tak ing 
antacids and other prescribed 
medications constantly.

H e  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e 
Department of  State Service 
(DSS) for failing to follow 
Justice Binta Nyako's order for 
the IPOB leader to receive 
serious medical attention from 
a Federal High Court in Abuja.

In a statement released on 
Tuesday by its spokesman, 
Alex Ogbonnia, Ohanaeze 
issued a warning that if  
anything were to happen to the 
IPOB leader in detention.

He said: “The above report 
should be very worrisome to 

any fair-minded patriotic 
Nigerian because it is self-
evident that the Nnamdi Kanu 
phenomenon is a product of  
circumstances.

“It is rather an outcome, or 
the effect of  the orchestrated 
alienation of  the Southeast 
from the centres of  power in 
Nigeria, especially since the 
onset of  President Buhari 
administration”.

“Ohanaeze reminded the 
federal government that the 
incarceration of  Nnamdi 
Kanu had rather contributed 
to the enormity of  insecurity in 
the  Southeas t  “and one 
wonders what will happen if  
by the utter carelessness, 
negligence or unnecessary 
victimization, something 
untoward happens to Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu”.

Ogbonnia further recalled 
that the group and several Igbo 
l e a d e r s  h a d  o n  s e ve r a l 
occasions advised President 
Buhari to seek a political 
solution, saying that the case is 

beyond the courts or the use of  
force.

“The only living legend 
among those that fought for 
the Nigerian independence 
and the minister of  Aviation in 
the First Republic, Chief  
Mbazulike Amechi presented 
the request to President Buhari 
when he visited Abakiliki, 
Ebonyi State, as his last wish.

 “Earlier before that, 
Mbazulike had also met 
President Buhari in Aso Rock, 
Abuja for the same reason. In 
the interim, common sense 
will ask: why deny Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu the necessary 
access to a medical doctor? 
This is very curious and raises 
a lot of  questions.

 “Instructively, many 
uninformed Nigerians share 
the base reasoning of  the 
proverbial ostrich; the ostrich 
buries its head in the sand, 
joyously flapping its wings, 
and believes that it has escaped 
from reality. As in the ostrich, 
t h e  c i v i l i s e d  w o r l d  i s 
watching!”
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Imo PDP condemns Orsu Attack

Former Speaker IMHA, Rt. Hon. Kennedy Ibeh, sharing a hug with Hon. Chike Okafor during a meeting of Obowo leaders and 
stakeholders of the APC in a meeting at Obowo Council Headquarters, Otoko on Tuesday

T
he People’s Democrat-
ic Party (PDP) in Imo 
State has condemned 

in the strongest terms the 
bombardment of  Orsu-Ihi-
teukwa, in Orsu Local Gov-
ernment Area of  the State, 
which in its wake reduced to 
ashes the popular Eke Ututu 
market and also claimed hu-
man lives. 

In a statement signed by 
Collins Opurozor, the Imo 
state Publicity Secretary of  
the party on Wednesday, “No 
security agency has taken re-
sponsibility for the attack, 
though media reports and 
community sources point 
out that the operation might 
have been carried out by the 
military. What is even more 
troubling is that some sourc-
es have however alleged that 
the barbarity was perpetrated 
by Ebubeagu, the rampag-
ing state-sanctioned militia 
force.”

“For the people of  Or-
su-Ihiteukwa and even 
neighbouring communities, 
Eke Ututu is the symbol of  
economic wellbeing, and it 
embodies their dreams for a 
better tomorrow. Today, this 
source of  livelihood for many 
thousands of  people has be-
come a heap of  debris.”

Yet, despite the tears, blood 
and ravages that the incident 
has wrought upon this hap-
less community, it is telling 
that till this moment, the 
wobbling APC regime in Imo 
State has not deemed it im-
portant to explain to the peo-
ple what actually happened 
and why it happened.

The statement read fur-
ther “Imo PDP holds that 
the silence of  the regime of  
Senator Hope Uzodinma in 
the face of  this unprovoked 
attack on vulnerable citizens 
speaks volumes about the 
depth of  disdain which the 

Ayu-Must-Go! Wike’s Group pulls out 
of Atiku’s Presidential campaigns 

F
ormer Vice President 
Atiku Abubakar has 
reacted to the deci-

sion of  some Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP) chief-
tains to pull out of  the 2023 
campaign.

The PDP presidential 
flagbearer also commented 
on their insistence that the 
National Chairman, Iyor-

chia Ayu, leaves the posi-
tion

Atiku said he was sur-
prised by their withdraw-
al because apart from the 
Rivers chapter, all other 
states submitted names of  
people who they wanted in 
the Presidential Campaign 
Council.

In a statement on 
Wednesday, the Wazirin 
Adamawa noted that the 
decision of  Ayu to resign 
from office is personal, and 
neither he nor anyone else 
can make that decision.

“As a committed demo-
crat and firm believer in the 
rule of  law and democratic 
tenets, and our party being 
one set up, organized and 
regulated by law and our 
constitution, it is my abso-
lute belief  that everything 
that we do in our party 
must be done in accord-
ance with, and conformity 
to, the law and our consti-
tution.

“If  Dr. Ayu is to be re-
moved from office, it must 
be done in accordance with 

the laws that set out the 
basis for such removal. In 
any event, you will all re-
call that the very body that 
is empowered by law to 
initiate this removal from 
office, has already passed a 
vote of  confidence in him.

“Now, our nation is cur-
rently in the throes of  a 
multidimensional crisis en-
compassing insecurity, eco-
nomic meltdown, disunity 
and mutual mistrust and 
educational dislocations, to 
mention a few.

“I have a plan to address 
these issues and I have, gra-
ciously, been given the tick-
et to lead our great party 
in next year’s presidential 
elections, with the singular 
mandate to come and lead 
the efforts to cure these ills.

“It is in this light that I 
have reached out to every 
single member of  our great 
party to join me in the mas-
sive undertaking required 
to reset the ship of  state and 
help rebuild our country.

“And it is my fervent 
hope and prayer that every 
man and woman of  good-
will will join hands with us 
to help rebuild and reposi-

failed regime has for Imo 
people.

This is a regime that has 
long abandoned the primary 
responsibility of  government, 
which is the security of  lives 
and property. The silence 
is therefore a tacit endorse-
ment of  the reprehensible 
act against the people of  Or-
su-Ihiteukwa.

Our Party recalls that be-
fore now, Governor Uzodin-

ma had displayed some awful 
and scary proclivity to un-
leash violence in some parts 
of  the State. He had threat-
ened to bomb three different 
locations in Njaba, and even 
warned that if  schoolchil-
dren were not immediately 
relocated from the areas, he 
would not spare them during 
the rain of  bombs. He had 
also boasted publicly that it 
was on his invitation that full-

blown military operations be-
gan in Imo State.”

Collins Opuruozor added; 
“Imo PDP therefore alerts 
that the lives and property of  
Imo people are now clearly 
in danger given the tendency 
which has been manifested 
by those in power in the State 
to wreak havoc, no matter 
whose ox is gored. For them, 
the art of  governance is the 
same as the art of  war.

Our party calls on Presi-
dent Mohammadu Buhari 
to immediately set up an in-
dependent panel of  inquiry 
to unravel the circumstances 
that led to the dastardly at-

tack on unarmed citizens and 
bombing of  community mar-
ket in Orsu-Ihiteukwa, and to 
bring those found culpable to 
book.

Imo PDP commiserates 
with the people of  Orsu-Ihi-
teukwa over this unjustifiable 
attack. In view of  the hard-
ship which the destruction of  
the Eke Ututu market would 
bring, our Party further calls 
on the Federal Government 
to move in expeditiously to 
facilitate the reconstruction 
of  the razed market and rec-
ompense to the affected trad-
ers.”

tion our beloved country.”
Atiku urged PDP mem-

bers that have stated their 
resolve to withdraw from 
the Presidential Campaign 
Council to rethink and re-
trace their steps.

“The above notwith-
standing and for the sake of  
our country, our children, 
and those yet unborn, we 
must not, for one minute, 
shirk our responsibilities to 
rebuild this beloved country 
of  ours.

“Accordingly, we must 
forge on with the task and 
the mandate that we have 
been bestowed with. It is 
time, therefore, to move on 
with the formidable tasks 
of  nation building ahead of  
us”, his statement added.

Pat Utomi reveals when Peter 
Obi’s manifesto will be released 

A 
chieftain of  the 
Labour Party, LP, 
Prof. Pat Utomi, 

has disclosed when Peter 
Obi’s manifesto for the 2023 
elections will be available to 
Nigerians. Utomi made this 
known ahead of  the political 
campaigns that will com-
mence next week. 

While speaking exclusive-
ly in an interview in Abuja, 
he said that Obi’s manifesto 
was ready but carefully kept 
under wraps to prevent op-
position candidates from 
copying it.

 “There is a manifesto 
ready, and it will be released 
before the campaign starts. 
We have it, but we decided 
to keep it secret until cam-
paigns start,” he said. Spon-
sored He maintained that the 
Labour Party, has a structure 

far bigger than those of  the 
All Progressives Congress, 
APC, and the Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party, PDP. 

“Those who understand 
what structure means know 
that LP has better structure 
than PDP and APC in Ni-
gerian terminology. NLC 
has 10m registered members, 
and we are going to energise 
all of  them into a structure so 
that it becomes a superstruc-
ture. 

“We have a big tent which 
constitutes several social 
movements, several political 
parties with labour party as 
part of  it. Several of  these 
political movements, like the 
Congress of  Professionals, 
which is a great Nigerian 
project, consist of  6 million 
members in every part of  Ni-
geria,” he said.

PDP targets total victory in Imo, says Anyanwu

N
ational Secretary 
of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party 

(PDP), Samuel Anyanwu, 
has reiterated the commit-
ment of  the party to deliver 
its candidates in Imo State 
in the coming 2023 polls.

Anyanwu, who spoke 
through his Special Adviser 
on Media, Ikenna Onuoha, 
said the party has mapped 
out strategies to ensure the 
defeat of  the governing 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC) in the state.

The PDP national scribe 
insisted that 2023 polls 
would provide citizens 

with the opportunity to end 
APC misrule, stressing that 
PDP remains the alterna-
tive party for Nigerians.

He said: “Anyanwu re-
cently inaugurated the 
leadership of  Divine Man-
date Movement, charged 
to ensure that all PDP can-
didates, across the state, 
emerge victorious in 2023 
general elections.

“We are not leaving any 
stoned unturned in our 
commitment to show APC 
the way out, and enthrone 
good governance and 
democratic dividends to 
the people, which PDP is 

known for.”
“To this end, vehicles 

have been distributed to all 
the state, local governments 
and ward coordinators of  
the movement to aid them 
achieve the objectives. 

“As far as Anyanwu is 
concerned, his priority is 
to ensure PDP remains the 
party to beat, not only in 
Imo but across the country.

“However, we are not 
unaware that the task be-
fore the team members is 
difficult, but we are confi-
dent that, given their credi-
bility and antecedents, they 
will deliver effectively and 
successfully.”

- Says Gov Uzodimma’s silence betrays tacit support
- Demands probe of  incident, justice for victims

… Atiku reacts 
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he news channels were busy recently Twith reports of various meetings of 
p o l i t i c i a n s,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h r e e 

presidential candidates as well as some 
governors led by Nyesom Wike of Rivers State. 
The three candidates, Atiku Abubakar of the 
Peoples Democratic Party, Bola Ahmed Tinubu 
of All Progressives Congress and Peter Obi of 
Labour Party were in London separately, and 
h e l d  m e e t i n g s  w i t h  W i k e  w h o  wa s 
accompanied by Governors Samuel Ortom and 
Okezie Ikpeazu of Benue and Abia respectively. 
At a time, former President Olusegun Obasanjo 
also attended some of the meetings believed to 
aim at wooing Wike for support in next year's 
general elections. Wike, on return to Port 
Harcourt, confirmed meeting with the 
presidential candidates, and former President 
Obasanjo; insisting, however, that their 
discussions centred “on how to make Nigeria 
better.”

Nigerians with a sense of  shame and 
national dignity have strongly condemned the 
meetings on account of their venue. Notably, 
the Nigerian Academy of International Affairs 
(NAIA), a body of top scholars, diplomats and 
professionals who should know about  national 
interest, national pride vis-a- vis international 
affairs, minced no words against the trip, which 
the politicians flaunted insensitively in the face 
of hapless Nigerians. The 'foreign meetings' 
were also advertised copiously through press 
conference; the 'in-your-face' publicity to 
Nigerians is unconscionable.

The NAIA felt ''scandalised by the clownish 
gathering of some members of our political elite 
in London recently following similar meetings 
in Paris and Dubai,'' noted the obnoxious 
conclaves in London/Paris/Dubai, and 
''unnecessary and inexcusable trips to those 
places.' '  They added that “It is  most 
unfortunate and heartbreaking that some 
Nigerian leaders had to abandon the shores of 
this country for the ex-colonialists capitals of 
London and Paris in search of  delusion-
solutions to Nigeria's problems…[the] ill-
advised and unwitting jamboree of shame 
displayed by these leading Nigerian politicians 
in London/Paris has demonstrated that the 
Nigerian environment created and polluted by 
them is not conducive to their vainglorious self-
importance and unearned esteem.'' The NAIA 
posited, rightly: ''It is really revolting and 
unacceptable that Nigerian leaders should 
always fly out of the country in search of the 
magic wand to solve the country's problems. It 
would be more cost effective and appropriate to 
brainstorm here in Nigeria in order to get wise 
counsel from the rich pool of very capable and 
patriotic Nigerians.'' No doubt, the language of 
the NAIA reflects both a deep appreciation of 
the hidden meanings of this matter, and the 
academy's understandable disgust.

The Northern Elders Forum (NEF) also had 
negative words for the 'meetings' in foreign 
lands.  They wondered just what Nigerian 
'leaders' were discussing in Europe and Asia 
that they could not do in the country, the land 
some are on oath to govern creditably and 
responsibly, and some seek to govern.  Once 
upon a time, the genuine regional leaders 

discussed matters of their regions and of their 
country, but within the shores of Nigeria. 
Prime Minister Tafawa Balewa was known to 
spend his vacation in his village.

It is difficult to reconcile the decision by 
these persons to go to other lands to discuss 
Nigerian matters with their ambition to govern 
Nigeria in the best interest of the entire citizens.  
The NAIA hints that the discussions there may 
not exactly be about Nigeria and its people. It 
asked: 'Isn't it ludicrous that, from information 
available to our Academy, some horse trading, 
which dominated their so-called talks on 
bringing ''enduring hope to Nigeria,'' centred 
on counting their chickens before the eggs are 
hatched, as deliberations focused on dividing 
and allocating the national cake to themselves 
even before the cake is baked, as regards 
allocation of principal offices of the National 
Assembly, ministerial posts, Secretary to the 
Government of the Federation and others, 
rather than devoting sufficient time to finding 
solutions to the pervasive insecurity, economic 
recession and poverty in the land, problems 
which they caused or contributed substantially 
to their creation?'

Sadly, sharing of public positions ('juicy 
and not so juicy') and the commonwealth has 
been the main concern of political office 
holders in this clime. Indeed, it is not the 
ennobling task to serve and improve the polity 
that attracts most into government; it is the easy 
illicit money that accrues for little work. This 
explains the do-or-die struggle by many to win 
e lec t ion  or  secure  appointment  in to 
government.

The culture of looting and sharing is not 
typical to the military in wartime alone; it has 
become too the enduring habit of non-military 
politicians in peace time. It is no exaggeration 
to assert that the cost of governance to the 
Nigerian economy since 1999 to date is nigh-
unquantifiable. But as is widely suspected, 
much of this cost goes to service injudicious 
spending by public office holders. A clear 
indication of this are the huge sums that persons 
in high offices at political and civil service levels 
are regularly accused of stealing, or even 
convicted for so doing.

The extant constitution says emphatically 
in Section 24(b) that ''it shall be the duty of 
every citizen to help to enhance the power, 
prestige and good name of Nigeria…'' If this 
injunction applies to the average citizen, it 
applies even more strongly to the leadership. Or 
so it is reasonable to assume.  Are some people 
who should know better so unpardonably 
ignorant? Or have they willfully, arrogantly, 
chosen to disrespect the constitution and 
denigrating this country, and its people?  If as 
the saying goes, morning shows the day, then it 
is difficult to entrust the affairs of this country 
with persons who indicate, one way or other, 
insufficient confidence and respect for Nigeria.

Those trips abroad to discuss genuine 
matters of our country must stop forthwith. 
Those who do not have faith in Nigeria to hold 
and keep their secrets have no business running 
the affairs of Nigeria. They should seek 'bread', 
'glory', and publicity in other ways.
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 have read many false history Ithat breeds hatred against the 
Igbo, regarding Adaka Boro. 

Majority of  Ijaw believe the Igbo 
betrayed Adaka Boro and killed 
him. This makes me laugh. 
Ignorance is a disease. Lack of  
history, Maaz� just shuddering in 
disbelief  that people can be so 
gullible to peddle falsehood for 
what gain?

Let's go to history
Who is Adaka Boko? Isaac 

Adaka Boro was a University of  
Nigeria, Ns�ka's student. He was 
also the SUG president of  the said 
university. He failed election two 
times before he won, then blamed 
his failure on Igbo, claiming he 
lost because he was Ijaw and 
suffered tribalism in his region. 
Remember, Adaka Boro was 
enjoying the scholarship of  
Eastern Region Government. He 
was on free education. He hailed 
from Oloidiri, Bayelsa. He was 
the f i rs t  person to declare 
secession in 1966 at the age of  27.

Adaka Boro's rebellion was 
sponsored by the Tafawa Balewa 
g o v e r n m e n t .  T a f a w a 
Government believed that the 
NCNC and AG were sponsoring 
the Tiv unrests and the UMBC led 
by Joseph Tarka. To deal with 
N C N C ,  A d a k a  B o r o  w a s 
sponsored to cause insurrection 
with his boys. They began to 
destroy things. Adaka Boro used 
his father's backyard as a training 
ground to arm his boys.

As Ironsi took over, through 
MD Yusuf, CID chief, he noticed 
that the Adaka insurrection was a 
Balewa's plan, he issued military 
order and Boro was arrested and 
i n c a c e r a t e d  f o r  2  w e e k s . 
Remember he was causing this 
unrest before the coup. After the 
January coup where one of  his 
key sponsors— Tafewa Balewa 
was killed, Boro was very angry. 
He called Tafewa Balewa "the 
projector of  Ijaw".

Adaka Boro declared Ijaw 
Republic on February 1966, a 
month after the coup. He was so 
radical and courageous that as a 
student, he dragged the Federal 
Government to court seeking the 
nullification of  the 1963 general 
election. When he proclaimed the 
Niger Delta Republic in February 
1966, Boro argued that the region 
where the nation's wealth comes 
from had suffered years of  neglect 
and underdevelopment. But 
scholars believed this was not the 
main reason of  declaring the 
Niger Delta Republic.

Have you asked yourself  why 
the Niger-Deltan elders including 
his father didn't support him?  See 
the reasons according to reviews 
by scholars.

South African anti-apartheid 
activist and scholar, Ruth First as 
quoted by Kathryn Nwajiaku, 
states that Boro and his men were 
in league with senior Northern 
officers, and had wanted to use 
the threat of  revolution to trigger 
the imposition of  a state of  
emergency by the Northern-led 
Federal government prior to the 
first coup. Before the January 
coup, Adaka Boro and his men 
were already sponsored by the 
Fu lan i  ca l ipha te  to  cause 
i n s u r r e c t i o n .  H i s  b r o t h e r 
confirmed this. 

David, his younger brother 
during an interview with Punch 
said that his brother received 
support from the North before the 
declaration of  Niger-Deltan 
Republic, “Isaac Boro did not just 
start the 12-Day Revolution and 
decided to declare a Niger Delta 
Republic. There was some degree 
of  encouragement from the 
North.” Boro himself  admitted to 
having close ties with the Balewa 
government.

The question is, how did 27 
year old undergraduate student 
had funds to secure weapons, 
mass out thugs and militia?  Was 
he being supported by the elders 
of  Ijaw?

David his brother continued: 
"Our father advised him against it 
and told him to face his studies 
because he was a student".

Adaka Boro did not just 
declare Niger Delta Republic, he 
w a s  f i g h t i n g  t h e  Fe d e r a l 
Government under the leadership 
of  Ag�iyi Ironsi through his 
Niger Delta Volunteer Force. He 
believed that the regime must be 
dissolved. The Northern leaders 
f u n d e d  h i m  t o  a t t a c k  t h e 
government.

NDVF and the Nigerian 
forces which is widely known as 
'The Twelve-day Revolution' led 
to the death of  over 150 people.

The armed militia led by Boro 
was overpowered by the Nigerian 
forces, while Boro and Samuel 
Owonaru who was the Chief  of  
Staff  of  the Niger Delta Volunteer 
Force and other leaders of  the 
militia group were arrested and 
charged for treason. When they 
appeared before Justice Phil-
Ebosie of  the Port Harcourt High 
Court. They were sentenced to 
death but the sentence was 
c o m mu t e d  t o  l i f e  i n  j a i l . 
Remember, they didn't just 
declare independent, but fighting 

federal forces and killing people.
A year later, following the 

1966 Igbo pogrom in Kano that 
killed over 50,000 Igbo and after 
the series of  counter-coup which 
killed the First Military Head of  
State— Ag�iyi Ironsi, and also 
after the Aburi Accord disobeyed 
by Gowon, Emeka Odumegwu 
Ojukwu declared Biafra as he was 
being forced by the Eastern 
Region Consultative Committee. 

Remember at this time, Ijaw 
elders supported BIAFRA. The 
name BIAFRA was given by an 
Ijaw man from Adaka Boro's tribe 
and state— Opiogo. 

G o w o n  s a w  B o r o  a n 
important tool in his campaign of  
"quelling Ojukwu's rebellion" and 
the opportunity of  ingraining the 
Northern "love and anchor" for 
the oil Rivers they claimed were 
"suffering Igbo domination and 
subjugation". Gowon released 
Isaac Adaka Boro from prison 
and recruited him into the Army 
in order to fight Ojukwu and the 
Igbo.

What did Adaka Boro do?
He recruited 1000 Rivers men 

into Army to fight Biafrans.  The 

Nigerian military led by Adaka 
Boro killed all their chiefs and 
elders who were Pro-Biafrans and 
install young people like Diette 
Spiff  23 as the governor.

Many of  Ijaw elders ran away 
to exile and never returned 
because of  Adaka Boro. Most of  
his boys and Federal troops would 
kill Biafran soldiers, strip their 
camouf lage and used i t  to 
constitute different mayhems in 
the region that people of  that 
place would later accuse it on the 
Igbo Army.  Adekunle the Black-
Scorpion committed a lot of  
atrocities. And you know what? 
He was working with Adaka 
Boro.

Adaka Boro led the Federal 
troops to Igbo hinterland and 
many places in Rivers and kill the 
Pro-Biafrans. The worst of  
Adaka's atrocity was the Opobo 
incident.

What happened?
Boro led the Nigerian military 

to kill a lot of  people in Opobo, 
exiled their chiefs. He believed 
they are Igbo people.  This 
incident made a lot of  people in 
Rivers to start changing their 
names from Igbo to something 

else.
The first doctor from Etche 

was killed by Boro-led army. He 
did a lot of  things. He took 
Nigerian troops into Eastern 
heartland.

What happened was that he 
started making noise, bragging 
how he has defeated Biafrans, that 
was when Nigerian military felt 
he's no more important and 
deleted him. Many f ingers 
pointed at Adekunle who was 
called the Black scorpion as an 
instrument for Adaka Boro's 
elimination in May 9, 1968 at 
Okrika, Rivers State. Remember, 
by this time, Port Harcourt, Uyo, 
Calabar, Bonny and many other 
oil rich areas have been captured, 
there was no need for him 
anymore. He helped the federal 
troops conquered these places and 
of  course they ended him just as 
they ended Ken Saro Wiwa who 
did the same with Adaka Boro.

Then how did Igbo kill Adaka 
Boro whereas everywhere had 
been captured before he died? 
How did Igbo betray Adaka Boro? 
Someone who killed his people 
and was used by the Fulani 
ca l ipha te  aga ins t  h imse l f . 
Someone who forced Ijaw-Pro 
Biafran chiefs to exile, dethroned 
and killed them.  How did the 
Igbo betray him? How and how? 
Someone who dealt with Chief  
O p i o g o  h i s  k i n s m a n  f o r 
supporting Biafra. Ken Saro 
Wiwa also used abandoned 
property to seize Chief  Opiogo's 
properties in Port Harcourt. Chief  
Opigo's (who named Biafra) 
property is where Rivers State 
College of  Art and Science is 
currently located.

Like Adaka Boko like Ken 
S a r o  Wi wa —  t h e n  j o i n e d 
outsiders to kill their own out of  
hate, jealousy and strife; the same 
outsiders killed them because they 
don't trust anyone who killed his 
own. 

In Obasanjo's Book: "My 
Command" Olusegun Obasanjo 
described Boro and his 1,000 
soldiers as “il l -disciplined, 
hurriedly and poorly trained 
Rivers men,”.

Alabi-Isama's book paints 
picture of  his death in Okrika to 
be a clean off  from scene. Use and 
dump. Someone who organised 
bar racks  to  t ra in  Niger ian 
mi l i ta r y  and use  paddl ing 
techniques and many more to 
lead federal troops to kill the Igbo. 
That was how Adaka Boro 
destroyed himself  by betraying 
himself, his people and got killed 
by those he joined to kill his 
people.  Nobody betrayed him.
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Who Killed Adaka Boro?
Why the blame on Igbo accusing them of betrayal?
Was Adaka Boro betrayed?  
...The name 'Biafra' was given by an Ijaw man from Adaka Boro's tribe and state
Maazi Ogbonnaya
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Peter Obi’s Liberation Movement, 
others blast Orji Kalu 
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahi

T
he political space was 
ruffled in Abia State 
this week following 

the statements by Senator 
Orji Uzor Kalu of  Abia 
North district concerning 
the 2023 Presidential race 
and the Igbo nation.

Kalu while speaking to 
Journalists early this week, 
advised the Igbos to wait for 
their “turn” to become Pres-
ident. He also insisted that 
he had no regret supporting 
his party, the All Progressive 
Congress (APC) for 2023 
presidency, maintaining that 
his position stemmed from 
party loyalty, not tribal con-
siderations.

Kalu further said that the 
refusal of  major political 
parties, especially his par-
ty to zone the Presidential 
ticket to the South East did 
not mean that he would not 
support APC to victory. But 
reacting to the statements by 
the former Abia State Gov-
ernor, many Abians who 
spoke to News Echo about 
the issue criticized the Sen-
ate Chief  Whip for the inter-
view, describing him as self-
ish. To Mr Emenike Iroegbu, 
a Journalist, he said “it is a 
high time that Abia North 
called OUK to order.” Iroeg-
bu described Kalu’s present 
and recent statements on the 
Igbo nation as embarrassing 
and most unfortunate, warn-
ing that the Senator despite 
his performance in project 
attractions to his constituen-
cy may suffer total rejection 
in next year’s polls.

Also speaking, the Umua-
hia coordinator of  Peter Obi 
liberation movement, Com-
rade Chidi Moses Onuoha 
alleged that Kalu may have 
been bankrolled by one of  
the Presidential candidates 
to market him in the South 
East.

The human rights activist, 
Comrade Moses however, 
said that the Nigerian mass-
es would not be influenced 
by such statements coming 
from Senator Kalu as ac-
cording to him, “ He already 
knows that where the mass-
es are queuing. He is just 
pretending as a party man 
to entertain his paymaster.” 
He pointed out that Peter 
Obi’s intimidating capacity 
was the reason for the fear in 
camps of  other major con-
tenders.

Also condemning Kalu’s 
statement, A political scien-
tist, Chinanu Ndumele and 
international author, Marcel 
Umesi warned Kalu against 

playing politics with the fu-
ture of  unemployed Nigeri-
ans. Also, a member of  Peo-
ples Democratic Party (PDP) 
in Umunneochi LGA, Hon 
Nkem John celebrated the 
matter by saying that his 
party will cash in on the op-
portunity to defeat Kalu in 
2023 Senate race. According 
to the PDP chieftain, “This 
man two months ago said 
that he was ready to sweep 
Aso Rock if  Ahmad Lawan 
won presidency and you can 
imagine how denigrating the 
Senator has pulled the image 
of  the South East and Abia 
North particularly. The only 
good news is that PDP will 
capitalize on his mischief  
to win the election.” But a 
media aid to Orji Uzor Kalu 
in Abia State, Mr Maduka 
Okoro in reaction, said his 
boss was totally misunder-
stood by his critics.

Okoro, who called for un-
derstanding, explained that 
the Abia North Senator is a 
major stakeholder in APC 
working for the victory of  
his party and should not be 
crucified for his loyalty. Oko-
ro equally reminded Kalu’s 
critics of  how his principal 
championed the demands 
for President of  Igbo extrac-
tion before party primary 
elections in PDP and APC 
even when others, according 
to Okoro, sat on the fence.

Raided, burnt Eke-Ututu 
Market in Orsu, was a hub 
for bomb making , Uzodim-
ma justifies

The Governor of  Imo 
State, Senator Hope Uzo-
dimma has given reasons 
why the popular Eke Ututu 
market in Orsu Ihitte Ukwa 
Local Government Area 
was burnt, saying the place 
was discovered by security 
agencies as a haven for the 
production of  Improvised 
Explosive Devices (IEDs) by 
bandits and other criminal 
elements.

Addressing a press confer-
ence on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 21, 2022 at Government 
House Owerri the Governor 
called on all Imo indigenes 
– leaders, men, women, and 
youths, both those resident 
in the State and those visit-
ing, who have information 
that can lead to where ban-
dits are hiding or operating 
within the State to avail gov-
ernment of  such information 
in the interest of  all.

Governor Uzodimma said 
security report revealed that 
Eke Ututu was turned into 
a hiding place for bandits 
and kidnappers who, not 
only compelled the traders 
to pay taxes to them before 

they could open their shops 
for business, but also use the 
market to manufacture IEDs 
with which they operate 
within and outside the area.

According to the Gover-
nor, report indicated that an 
Army Major working in the 
State recently fell victim to 
the IED planted at Eke Utu-
tu as he was killed instantly 
after stepping on the locally 
manufactured explosive un-
knowingly.

But luckily enough, one of  
the bandits arrested at their 
Camp at Orsu Ihitte Ukwa 
gave the military hint about 
their mode of  operation 
within the vicinity, includ-
ing where they maintain 
shops for fertiliser and other 
gadgets at Eke Ututu where 
they manufacture the IEDs.

Unfortunately, on the 
day the military went to the 
market with the arrrested 
bandit, the Captain who led 
the team also mistakingly 
stepped on an IED that was 
carefully hidden at the place 
and in the process he was 
badly injured that he had 
to be admitted at the inten-
sive care unit of  the Federal 
Medical Centre Owerri.

Angered by these develop-
ments, particularly the loss 
of  their senior officer and the 
wounding of  another, the 
Armed Forces authorised 
a combined operation in-
volving their men from Imo 
and Anambra States at Orsu 
Ihitte Ukwa, mainly the Eke 
Ututu axis and its neigh-
bouring state of  Anambra. 

The Governor said that it 
was in the process that the 
security agencies razed the 
market.

The Governor empha-
sized that his government 

will stop at nothing in the 
fight against terrorism, ban-
ditry and kidnapping in Imo 
State and that it will be pur-
sued to a conclusive end. 

 “This is not politics, it is 
about the security of  lives 
and property of  our people.  
And anybody who wants to 
play politics with this should 
be ready to face history that 
will judge all of  us.”

He regretted that the op-
position Peoples Democrat-
ic Party and their members 
have been trying to make a 
political capital of  the inci-
dent, howbeit ignorant of  
what transpired, noting that 
it is not in doubt they have 
a hand in the spate of  ban-
ditry, kidnapping and other 
forms of  criminality in Imo 
State.

The Governor said from 
the behaviour of  the PDP 
members in Imo State they 
want to frustrate the conduct 
of  elections in Imo State.

Governor Uzodimma 
however pledged to continue 
to support the security agen-
cies to do their work, not-
withstanding the collateral 
damage that may go with it.

The Governor explained 
in details how Eke Ututu 
at Orsu Local Government 
Area Imo State was burnt 
last Saturday.

His words: “Last month 
soldiers on duty around 
Orsu, Awo Idemili area lost 
an Army Major to illegal and 
locally manufactured explo-
sives.

 “Only last Saturday the 
Joint Security Forces who 
arrested one of  the bandits 
took him to where they op-
erate from to go and visit 
where the local explosives 
are manufactured.  It turned 

out to be at Eke Ututu mar-
ket where four shops were 
stocked with fertilizers, am-
monia sulphate and other 
electrical gadgets used in 
manufacturing explosives 
were packed.

 “Unfortunately, the Army 
Captain that led the opera-
tion to the market is now ly-
ing critically at the Intensive 
Care Unit (ICU) of  Federal 
Medical Centre Owerri as a 
result of  attack he sustained 
in the operation.

 “Consequent upon the 
above, the soldiers were able 
to recover all the weapons 
and the fertilizers meant to 
manufacture the local Im-
provised Explosive Device . 
In the process of  this opera-
tion the Military burnt down 
the shops as this is consistent 
with their policies.  

 “The Good news, howev-
er, is that they were careful 
and so tactical that no live 
was lost.  They were only 
able to destroy the shops 
where they met these items 
and came back.

 “It pleased some citizens 
of  the State, most of  them 
who are candidates running 
for elections in some po-
litical parties, to condemn 
the activities of  the securi-
ty agencies, some brazenly 
blackmailing the security 
agencies on why should they 
go there at all, when none of  
them made any attempt to 
visit the scene (Eke Ututu).  

 “These are Imo people, 
some are at Abuja speaking 
to the Media while others are 
in Owerri ranting while Imo 
State is bleeding.

 “In the same Eke Ututu 
market, some natives and 
traders cannot go to the 
market without paying ille-
gal taxes to the bandits and 
unknown gunmen to enable 
them open their shops.  This,  
unfortunately, is what gov-

ernment had been fighting 
all through.”

Governor Uzodimma 
promised that “Government 
is in a position to deal with 
any collateral damage that 
may go with the security 
agencies operations as it 
concerns the destruction of  
shops and historical signifi-
cance of  Eke Ututu market, 
but lives lost can never be re-
covered.”

He added:” When Eke 
Ututu is destroyed to give 
Imo people peace, Imo 
government can rebuild the 
market and if  in the process 
properties and items are lost 
government can work out 
compensation, but govern-
ment has the responsibility 
to fight crime.”

The Governor recalled 
how insecurity had tried to 
envelop Imo State for near-
ly three years now and how 
Government has made ef-
forts to contain the situation 
in addition to the clarion call 
on communities and Local 
Governments to support the 
security agencies in their ef-
forts to contain the level of  
insecurity.

He equally recalled Gov-
ernment’s call on the bandits 
and the unknown gunmen 
to seize fire, surrender and 
lay down their arms, discuss 
with government so that 
government can work with 
them in terms of  rehabilita-
tion and empowerment.

 “Why some answered 
the call, surrendered and are 
talking with government, the 
adamant ones continued vis-
iting mayhem and destroy-
ing properties of  innocent 
Imo citizens.

 “It is now a clarion call for 
all Imolites, both those resi-
dents and those visiting to 
volunteer information that 
will lead to managing inse-
curity in Imo State.”

... He is misunderstood - Media Aide

LP Presidential �agbearer, Peter Obi after a meeting with Enugu Govover, Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi on Wednesday in Enugu.
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Westablished that 
ponytails look 

great on women and Nengi 
is the perfect person to 
convince you.

One woman who loves 
to rock the ponytail look is 
former Big Brother Naija 
housemate, entrepreneur 
and inf luencer  Nengi 
Hampson. 

Nengi is biracial, so her 
natural hair is softer and 
e a s y  t o  m a n i p u l a t e . 
However, whenever she 
wants to pack her natural 
ha i r,  i t ' s  a lways  in  a 
ponytail. 

We have selected 10 
pictures of  hers to convince 
you that ponytails are the 
easiest and most beautiful 
hairstyle. Also, this is to 

inspire you to style your 
ponytail. 

Curly tail 
N e n g i  m i x e d  h e r 

natural hair with curly 
weave-on and it looked 
gorgeous. 

Straight tail 
Another classic is the 

straight weave attached to 
your hair. 

Half packed pony 

This hairstyle requires 
expertise, not every hair 
dresser can do this. 

Bun 
One classic of  Nengi's is 

the bun that is packed way 
up, above the middle of  the 
head. There are so many 
pictures of  Nengi's hair in a 
bun. 

Hair goals: Nengi in a ponytail 
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Rebuild only road that leads to our community
from Bende Town to Aro Okporoenyi Community
– Indigents cry out

 traditional ruler, Eze Engr 

AO g b o n n a y a  C l e t u s 
Iromantu, of  Okporoenyl 

Aut Community, In Bende LGA in 
the state, and his people, have 
called on the state government, to 
come and assist them, to build their 
roads, that are now impassable, the 
traditional ruler, made the call 
while speaking to some Journalists 
in the state, during their 2022 Iwaji 
Ceremony last week, at the Eze's 
palace.

Eze Ogbonnaya Cletus, a 
retired telecom engineer with the 
federal government, said that they 
are celebrating their 2022 new yam 
ceremony, just to thank God for the 
preservation of  life, and also a 
bountiful harvest.

H e  d i s c l o s e d  t h a t ,  t h e 
Okporoenyi community is the 
largest producer of  cocoa in the 
State,. and other crops, like yam, 
cassava, maize, cocoa yam and 
others, in large quantities but 
regretted that these crops gets 
spoiled, because of  no road, to take 
the crops to the cities for sells, after 
harvesting, and cannot be taken 
them to those that needs them, 
because of  lack of  access road, to 
transport those farm products to 
the urban cities.

The Royal Highness, stated 
that, they have only two roads, one 
is leading to Bende, and the other 
leads to a community called 
Amawom in Ikwuano LGA, both 
in the state.

He also stated that, that road 
that leads to Amawom in Ikwuano 
LGA was built by the then Premier 
of  the Eastern Region, Dr M.I. 
Okpara, in the sixties but due to 
lack of  maintenance, the road 
developed some ditches and the 
one that leads to Bende is no longer 
motorable and the Ukpom bridge is 
almost cutting into two now.

Eze Iromantu, lamented that 
the entire community is no longer 
c o m mu n i c a t i n g  w i t h  o t h e r 
communities in the state, because 
of  the access road, stated that their 
community is now cut off  from the 
rest of  other communities in the 
state.

The Eze revealed that he had 
been pleading with the state 
government, concerning the road, 
and even the past government, on 
several occasions, but to no avail, 
noted that he pleaded with Orji 
Uzor Kalu's government and that 
of  T.A Orji, and still, nothing was 
done. Now Ikpeazu's governments, 
since 2015, till now no response 

too.
He regretted that, since 1999, 

he has written several letters to the 
state government and the one he 
wrote recently, was with his Co-
Eze in Ikwuano LGA, and still, 
there  was  no response  too. 
According to him, we are tired of  
this government promises to us, 
infact we are really suffering, we 
don't think, if  we are still part of  
Abia State again, he stated.

In their separate speeches, the 
p r e s i d e n t  g e n e r a l  o f  t h e 
c o m m u n i t y,  M a z i  S u n n y 
Nwankwo, who was represented 
by Mr Chiadikobi Williams, who is 
a cabinet member of  Eze Cletus 
Ogbonnaya Iromantu, revealed 
that, the Okporoenyi people, 
produces their crops in a large 
quantities, but, cannot take them to 
the markets in the cities, due to the 
i m p a s s a b l e  r o a d s  i n  t h e 
community, stating that, even if  
person died in the community, the 
person's corpse, will be carried on 
the head to the mortuary in Bende. 
Their friends cannot visit them, 
because of  the impassable roads in 
the community.

Contributing, a member of  the 
PDP in the community, Mr 
Chiebere Uwakwe, revealed how, 
he had met with the governor of  
t h e  s t a t e ,  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e 
i m p a s s a b l e  r o a d s  i n  t h e 
community, which gives their 
people, a lot concerned, stating that 
the state governor, have promised 
to see what the government, can do 
this time around.

He also disclosed that when 
someone dies or the person is sick, 
and he or she cannot walk again, he 
or she is carried on the head, 
because vehicles cannot enter their 
community again, because of  the 
bad shape of  the road.

The people also narrated that, 
their friends, can no longer visit 
them in Okproenyi community, 
“you must park your car at that 
Okporoenyi road in Bende/ 
Okporoenyi junction, and trek into 
the community.”

They also explained that no son 
or daughter of  the Okproenyi 
community comes home with his 
or her car, even as they are 
celebrating their 2022 new yam 
ceremony no body from another 
communities can come and join in 
the celebration because of  bad 
road, we are cut off  from other 
communities they said.

They cried and called on the 
government of  the day in the State 
to come without delay to help them 
insisting that the election, this time 
around, will be give me, I give you. 
Stating that, they are now waiting 
for 2023.

Benjamin Kalu,
Umuahia



ddie Nawgu (born Edwin EOkeke) was a Nigerian 
sorcerer, self-proclaimed 

prophet and religious figure. He was 
popularly known in the mid-1990s 
as Eddie Nawgu amongst Igbo 
people. His nickname, “Nawgu” 
came about because he was from 
Nawgu community, a town situated 
in  the  Dunukof ia  L.G.A of  
Anambra State, Nigeria.

At the age of  29,  Eddie 
“Nawgu” Okeke, claimed he had 
been touched by the Biblical God 
and was given the ability to “see” 
and “perceive” what the ordinary 
human eye or other four senses 
could not intercept.

Shortly after he began his 
ministry, he built a church-like 
structure and named it 'Anioma 
Healing Centre'. He stated that the 
reasons for creating the 'Anioma 
Healing Centre', was to heal the sick 
people in the community and 
restore hope to people but that 
wasn't exactly the case. After a few 
years, people started speaking of  his 
illicit activities. In 1990 for instance, 
worshippers in one of  his services 
were told to bless two men who the 
prophet had prayed for previously 
for breakthrough (it turned out that 
t h e  d u o  h a d  s u c c e s s f u l l y 
transported hard drugs to Europe 
without being caught).

The self-proclaimed prophet of  
God had become a person of  
interest  in numerous cr imes 
c o m m i t t e d  n o t  o n ly  i n  t h e 
community, but across Anambra 
State as a whole. As a result, he had 
begun to attract the attention of  the 
Bakassi boys; a vigilante security 
group which was set up and 
spearheaded under the tenure of  
Chinwoke Mbadinuju, former 
Governor of  Anambra State with a 
single mandate to fish out criminals, 
sponsors of  criminal gangs and men 
of  questionable characters.

E d d i e  N aw g u  h a d  b e e n 
accused of  Kidnapping, aiding and 
abetting infamous criminals, 
partaking in rituals involving use of  
human body parts, i.e.,(the human 
skull), illegal possession of  firearms 
and human sacrifice. This took him 
to the top of  their “most wanted 
list”.

Eddie Nawgu became more 
visible, daring and pronounced. By 
the mid-90's, he became friends 
with almost all the questionable 
millionaires of  that era, they all paid 
him homage and had him perform 
tasks such as house openings and 
dedication of  infants. He was said 
to be well known by most Military 
Administrators of  the time, most of  
them visited him at his healing 
centre where he “prayed” for them.

He proudly bore the names 
“Alusi n 'eje uka” (the Deity that 
goes to Church) and “Okala 
Mmadu, Okala Muo” (Half  man, 
half  spirit).

Eddie was visited 14 times 

before the men were able to match 
his powers, and apprehend him on 
Nov. 4, 2000.

The Bakassi Boys who had 
been credited for being able to 
apprehend every defaulter of  the 
law with minimal effort due to their 
supposed "metaphysical abilities" 
had come to meet their match when 
they failed 13 times in attempt to 
capture Eddy Nawgu, and when at 
their wits end, they thought it wise 
to invite their supreme leader 
named, "Ngwuro" to help in the 
capture of  this menace.

The capture of  Eddy Nawgu 
was indeed difficult because the 
self-proclaimed prophet was, as 
reported by the Nigerian media; a 
sorcerer who allegedly could defy 
the rules of  Physics and had the 
ability to teleport that is he 
supposedly could instantaneously 
move from a point A to a point B 
regardless of  distance. As a result of  
this, his apprehension was tagged 
the most difficult for the vigilante 
group. Not until the intervention 
from their leader "Ngwuro" who 
managed to strip the sorcerer of  his 
alleged mystic abilities were they 
able to finally capture the self-
proclaimed prophet of  God.

E d d y  N a w g u ,  w h e n 
apprehended on the 14th trial by the 
vigilante group, was taken to their 
base of  operation for further 
questioning and interrogation. His 
release to the Nigerian police was 
vehemently opposed as the Bakassi 
boys argued the police could easily 
be influenced.

Eddie Okeke's wife, Joyce 
Okeke, who gave birth to their 8 
biological children was present 
when he was arrested. She narrated: 
“It was on 4 November 2000, at 
about 4 a.m. I was asleep. Suddenly, 

I heard a loud bang on the bedroom 
door. Someone said: 'Open this 
door or I will break it down!'. I ran 
to the door.

My husband was sleeping. 
There was a second bang. I opened 
the door. I saw a lot of  men with 
pump action guns and machetes. 
They asked:  'Where is  your 
husband?' and I asked them who 
they were.

They pushed me aside. I called 
my husband to wake up. They went 
and pulled him from the bed. He 
asked them who they were and they 
said they were Bakassi boys, also 
saying that it was a government 
order. They were about 40 of  them 
and mire outside. My husband 
asked them what they wanted and 
they were hitting him. They 
dragged him outside. One Bakassi 
was standing at the door with a gun. 
He told me to go outside and cocked 
his gun at me. They were still 
beating my husband. Another 
group came in and asked me to 
show them my husband's room. 
There was a boy in front of  them. I 
recognized him as a local boy, an 
armed robber. He had previously 
assisted people who were after my 
husband. They turned the whole 
room upside down. The boy was 
doing it while the others were 
watching. They asked me were my 
husband's gun was and I replied: 
'Which guns?' There was one 
double-barrel gun but they were 
asking for pump-action guns and 
pistols. I told them we didn't have 
any. One of  them raised his 
machete and said: 'I will cut off  your 
head if  you don't give us those guns'. 
They found nothing. He said: 'Turn 
your back and I will cut off  your 
head'. He charged towards me with 
his machete, raised it,m then put it 

down. They told me they would 
take me with my husband and that 
he will be finished if  they don't find 
what they wanted. I went with them 
and asked a girl to close the door. 
One of  the Bakassi asked me if  I 
wanted to show them anything. I 
said: 'No, they were only children in 
there.' The children were scared, so 
we had locked the door. The 
Bakassi wanted to shoot. I said: 
There are children in there. He 
asked: 'Which Children? The ones 
you sell?' I asked the children to 
open. The Bakassi just looked in 
and left them. Meanwhile, I heard 
the Bakassi outside shooting. I 
came out with them. Some were 
behind me, some were in front. I 
was just wearing my sleeping 
clothes and wrapper. My husband 
was just wearing his shorts. They 
had used his shirt to tie his hands. 
Outside, I saw Bakassi everywhere. 
They had made people in the 
compound lie face down outside. 
They were hitting them on their 
back with machetes.

She further narrated: “They 
took me out towards the gate. I 
could see my husband and about 15 
people ahead with one Baskassi 
group. I was about 10 or 15 steps 
away. One Bakassi told me that they 
would shoot me if  I came any 
closer, but a Bakassi behind me was 
telling me to move. The one in front 
asked if  I was deaf  and threatened 
to shoot me. The one behind me 
also told me to move forward. I 
stood still and said: 'I don't know 
what to do.'

High-prof i le  gover nment 
workers and officials allegedly 
interceded for the release of  Eddy 
Nawgu as reported by the head of  
the vigilante group; Mr. Ngwuro. 
Although, the names of  these 

officials were never mentioned, it 
wasn't impossible that this sort of  
request was made by the elite 
individuals in the Nigerian society 
as the Nigerian media had severally 
repor ted long before he was 
captured that Eddie had become 
closely associated with a good 
number of  influential persons.

During his stay as prisoner in 
the operation base of  the Bakassi 
Boys he allegedly made startling 
confessions and acknowledged he 
was guilty of  human sacrifice. The 
number of  people Eddy Nawgu 
killed according to his confession 
was a total of  93 persons. For 
protection, he made concoctions by 
killing 3-day old babies and bathing 
the subject with the remains and for 
money, he would sacrifice a 
p r e g n a n t  w o m a n  a n d  t h e 
developing foetus, total number of  
people killed for this purposes were 
pegged at 93, with 16 children 
missing from a maternity in 
Onitsha traced to him.

He was eventually beheaded 
and had other parts of  his body cut 
in little pieces by the Bakassi Boys 
after which all the parts were 
gathered together & set ablaze at the 
Ochanja Market in Anambra State, 
Nigeria.

Before his death, he was said to 
have repeatedly begged to be 
thrown into the River Niger, and 
also advised everyone he had given 
a staff  over the years to discard it in 
the same river upon his death.

After the death of  Eddie 
Okeke, the state government set up 
a panel of  inquiry into the case. The 
panel had no legal status, no power 
to require further action by the 
authorities, and its findings were 
never published.
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n sustenance of  its Icommitment towards 
the enforcement of  the 

Owerri twin City Master 
plan with regards to the 
C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e 
Proposed Imo Modern 
Abattoir, a joint inspection 
visit was on Tuesday carried 
out by OCDA and officials 
of  the Imo State Ministry of  
Lands, Survey and Physical 
Planning at the site mapped 
out for the Construction of  
the Modern Abattoir at 
Naze industrial cluster in 
O w e r r i  N o r t h  L o c a l 
Government Area of  the 
State.

Leading the team during 
the exercise, the Special 
Adviser to the Governor 
and General Manager of  
O w e r r i  C a p i t a l 
Development Authority 
(OCDA) Engr. Francis 
Chukwu said that it was 
borne out of  the need to 
a s c e r t a i n  t h e  e x a c t 
perimeter of  the proposed 
M o d e r n  A b a t t o i r  a s 
captured in the Master plan 
of  Owerri capital city, 
adding that it is part of  the 
preparations in top gear for 
the construction of  the 
Modern Abattoir by the 
S h a r e d  P r o s p e r i t y 

Government of  Governor 
Hope Uzodimma.

He stated that the State 
Government under the 
l e a d e r s h i p  o f  H i s 
Excellency Distinguished 
Senator Hope Uzodimma 
r e m a i n s  i r r e v o c a b l y 
committed to the correction 
of  all forms of  distortions in 
the Owerri Capital City 
Master plan, stressing that it 
is the only way to set lasting 
standards that will make the 
State Capital to meet up and 
be in sync with the Global 
best cities.

Engr. Chukwu while 
i m p l o r i n g  t h o s e  w h o 

erected structures at the 
p roposed  S i t e  fo r  the 
construction of  Modern 
Abattoir to vacate the area, 
maintained that the Shared 
Prosperity Administration 
of  Governor Uzodimma 
has always operated with 
clear human face, pointing 
out that it was the reason 
why Government through 
the Agency always gives due 
notices to illegal occupants 
of  various Government 
reserved areas to relocate 
before action is taken.

Other officials of  the 
Lands Ministry and Owerri 
C a p i t a l  D eve l o p m e n t 

Authority who made up the 
inspection Team were; 
Surveyor General of  the 
S t a t e  S u r v e y o r  J u d e 
Anyadoo, Director Lands in 
the Ministry of  Lands Isaac 
O g u z i e ,  H O D  To w n 
Planning in Lands Ministry 
M r.  O n ye m a  O s u n d u 
Rex,Heads of  Survey and 
T o w n  P l a n n i n g 
Departments of  OCDA 
Surveyor Anselm Okere 
a n d  M r .  C h i b u i k e 
Amanwune respectively, 
among others.
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he leading Igbo socio-Tc u l t u r a l  g r o u p , 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo, has 

once more been the target of  
corruption charges ahead of  
the 2023 presidential race.

According to reports, these 
c la ims  aga ins t  the  Igbo 
organization are not new to the 
public eye.

Members of  the group 
were also accused of  soliciting 
hundreds of  millions of  naira 
from presidential contenders in 
various prior elections.

Despite strong opposition 
f r o m  A l l  P r o g r e s s i v e s 
Congress (APC) members 
from the South-East zone, 
Ohanaeze endorsed Alhaji 
Atiku Abubakar in 2019. The 
change caused the gang to split 
up severely.

This time, it was claimed in 
a social media video clip that 
was going viral that the Igbo 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  r e q u i r e d 
contributions from a man 
named Comrade Kennedy 
Iyere in order to promote a 
South  Eas te r n  Niger ian 
presidential candidate.

A significant South-East 
presidential candidate is Mr. 
Peter Obi of  the Labour Party.

U n n a m e d  O h a n a e z e 
leaders  a l legedly  sought 
money in order to attend a 
conference for the facilitation 
of  an Igbo-American president 
of  Nigeria.

Chief  Alex Ogbonnia, a 
spokesperson for the Prof. 
G e o r g e  O b i o z o r - l e d 
Ohanaeze, has disputed the 
assertions, pointing out that 
the Ohanaeze has consistently 
been in the vanguard of  the 
movement for a South-East 
president.

H e  c o n t i n u e d  b y 
expressing sorrow for the 
group's backing of  Atiku 
A b u b a k a r ,  t h e  P D P ' s 
presidential candidate, in the 
general elections of  2019.

He continued by saying 
that Atiku's backing at the 
time—who, by the way, is 
today the PDP's presidential 
nominee—was to blame for 
the difficulties the Igbo people 
are currently experiencing.

As the most “fallacious, 
mendacious and cruel of  all 

the  fa lsehoods a imed at 
damaging the image of  the 
Igbo as the Judas group that 
loves money more than human 
c o n s c i e n c e,”  O g b o n n i a 
rejected the bribery allegation.

H e  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo spread 
support for a president across 
all of  Nigeria, including to 
former President Olusegun 
Obasanjo, Sultan of  Sokoto 
His Eminence Muhammadu 
Sa'adu Abubakar III, Chief  E. 
K. Clarke and Chief  Ayo 
Adebanjo, former president 
Goodluck Ebele Jonathan, the 
British High Commission, and 
many other locations.

He reiterated that he wrote 
to Atiku to remind him that 
their support for him in 2019 
was the reason for the current 
struggles of  the Igbos while 
demanding on a president of  
South East extraction.

 “I also wrote to Alhaji 
Atiku Abubakar, reminding 
him that the current Igbo 
travails are as a result of  our 
support to his candidacy in 
2019. A simple search on the 
inter net  wi l l  reveal  that 
O h a n a e z e  h a d  m a d e 
numerous press releases urging 
N i g e r i a n s  a n d  t h e 
international community to 
lend support to the quest by the 
South East for presidency.

“On December 13, 2021, I 
personally addressed an Open 
Letter to Asiwaju Bola Tinubu, 
reminding him that it is the 
turn of  the South East to 
produce a president for Nigeria 
and urging him not to contest 

the 2023 presidency on the 
grounds of  equity, justice and 
fairness.

 “The Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
f u r t h e r  p r o p a g a t e d  t h e 
advocacy to the Southern and 
Middle Belt Leaders (SMBLF) 
led by Chief  E K Clarke, and 
Chief  Nnia Nwodo as the 
Coordinator General. Other 
leaders of  the SMBLF include 
Chief  Ayo Adebanjo, the 
Leader of  the Afenifere; Dr 
Pogu Bitrus, Leader, Middle 
Belt Forum, among others. 
Our gratitude goes to the 

SMBLF for their irrevocable 
position to support an Igbo of  
the South East for presidency 
in 2023. Similarly, we thank 
Chief  Olusegun Obasanjo for 
receiving us in his Abeokuta 
residence about three times.

 “In the social media clip 
m a k i n g  t h e  r o u n d s , 
orchestrated by one Comrade 
Kennedy Iyere, he alleged that 
the Ohanaeze Ndigbo led by 
Chief  Nnia Nwodo demanded 
payments from him to attend a 
meeting at Awka for a Nigerian 
president from the South East.

“The truth of  the matter: 
In  October  2020 ,  Chie f  
Damian Okeke Ogene, former 
P r e s i d e n t  o f  O h a n a e z e 
Ndigbo,  Anambra  S ta te 
chapter was contacted by 
Chief  Iyere to invite the seven 
state presidents from the seven 
Ohanaeze States.

“Ogene explained to Iyere 
tha t  member s  wou ld  be 
coming to Awka from distant 
places such as Port Harcourt, 
Owerri, Aba, Ebonyi and that 
it would not be possible for 
them to go back to their 
locations on the same day. 
Iyere promised to secure hotel 
accommodation for the seven 

persons, and that he would also 
pay for their transport costs.

 “At the meeting in one 
hotel at Awka, Iyere was seated 
with  White  men and he 
highlighted the unbearable 
injustice to the Igbo by the past 
Nigerian leaders and the equity 
in a South Easterner to become 
the president of  Nigeria come 
2023.”

 “Paradoxically, we were 
very delighted and also curious 
that a non-Igbo and White men 
were championing an Igbo 
cause. At the end of  the 
meeting, he pleaded with us to 
manage seventy thousand 
naira (N70, 000.00); that is, ten 
thousand naira  each,  as 
transport costs.

“Some of  us refused the 
money, while some others 
reasoned that it could be 
misinterpreted if  we rejected 
the N10, 000 each. I am rather 
shocked by the depravity and a 
kindergarten shenanigan with 
which  Iyere  pa inted  h is 
encounter with the Ohanaeze 
N d i g b o ;  t h a t  O h a n a e z e 
Ndigbo demanded payment 
from him in order to support an 
Igbo for presidency,” he said.
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Some of  us refused the money, 
while some others reasoned that it 

could be misinterpreted if  we 
rejected the N10, 000 each. I am 

rather shocked by the depravity and 
a kindergarten shenanigan with 

which Iyere painted his encounter 
with the Ohanaeze Ndigbo
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Alleged Electoral Register fraud: Perish thought of 
attacking, eliminating Ikenga Ugochinyere,
Imo PDP warns Gov Uzodimma

Secretariat of Imo APC in an interactive session between the state executive committee of Imo APC and the State Directors, Deputy 
Directors and Secretaries of APC support groups in the state on wednesday

T
he Imo state chapter 
of  the People’s Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP) 

has expressed surprise that, 
instead of  bowing his head 
in shame over the recent 
discovery of  unprecedent-
ed voters register fraud in 
Omuma, his village, the 
State Governor has pro-
ceeded to threaten fire and 
brimstone upon Ikenga Imo 
Ugochinyere, the Spokesper-
son of  the CUPP and can-
didate of  our great party for 
Ideato Federal Constituency, 
who unraveled the electoral 
heist. This was contained in 
a press release signed by the 
Collins Opurozor, the state 
Publicity Secretary of  the 
party on Thursday.

The statement read, “In 
a recent outburst, the State 
Government, through the 
Commissioner for Infor-
mation, made statements, 
which by our verdict have 
betrayed the Imo State Gov-
ernment’s intention to attack 
and possibly eliminate Iken-
ga Imo Ugochinyere.”

Apart from recommend-
ing that Ikenga Ugochinyere 
should be jailed for display-
ing such patriotism that has 
never been seen in modern 
Nigeria, Governor Hope 
Uzodimma further sought to 
drag our candidate into the 
insecurity miasma in Imo 
State. 

What is pressing to quick-
ly state is that, by yet again 
politicizing the horrible se-
curity situation in the Imo 
and attempting to bring our 
candidate into it, our sus-
picion is further enriched, 
that the bloodshed in parts 
of  Imo is willfully left to fes-
ter by the Governor so as to 
profit from it and destroy his 
perceived political foes. 

Imo PDP therefore 
warns that no attack, threat 
or harassment of  Ikenga 
Ugochinyere by the failed 
regime of  APC in Imo State 
will be tolerated. Not a sin-
gle hair shall fall from his 
head, not a scratch found on 
his body. 

For Imo PDP, it is sheer 
audacity in criminality for 
the Governor to still find his 
voice to issue threats, when 
by now he is supposed to 
be telling Nigerians his role 
in this treasonable offence 
which seeks to truncate our 
democracy.

We commend the shrewd-
ness and dexterity brought 
to bear by our candidate in 
exposing the monumental 
electoral malfeasance, and 
we are deeply elated that Ni-
gerians and lovers of  democ-
racy all over the world are in 
sync with us in our demand 
for justice to be done in this 
matter and perpetrators of  
this sleaze brought to book.

“Nigerians must rise to 
defend our democracy. They 
must no longer sit back and 
watch Governor Uzodimma 
sabotage all the efforts made 
to advance the frontiers of  
democracy in the country 
through groundbreaking 
electoral reforms. What has 
happened with the compro-
mise of  the voters register is 
pure treason, and it must be 
known and treated as such.

Our Party calls on securi-
ty agencies to immediately 
place the Governor on secu-
rity watchlist and commence 
painstaking investigations 
into his activities, as he has 
become a clear and present 
danger to our democracy 
and national security.”

It could be recalled that 
this Governor had boast-

One Destiny Organisation hails Odii on Court
victory as Ebonyi PDP 2023 flagbearer

A 
group under the 
aegis of  “One Des-
tiny Organisation 

(ODO)” has felicitates Dr. 
Ifeanyi Odii following his 
reaffirmation as the authen-
tic Governorship Stand-
ard Bearer of  Ebonyi State 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) for 2023 governorship 
election by the judgment of  
the Supreme Court of  Nige-
ria.

The group expressed its 
goodwill message in a state-

ment signed by its National 
Coordinator, Ohiri O. Lewis, 
which was made available to 
the newsmen, Thursday. The 
group described Odii’s affir-
mation as victory for democ-
racy and triumph of  justice.

“The Supreme Court vic-
tory of  Dr. Ifeanyi Odii is an 
indication that internal de-
mocracy is being deepened 
in our political parties.

“It also underscores the 
roles of  the judiciary to-
wards ensuring that internal 
democracy within the polit-
ical parties is strengthened. 
We, therefore congratulate 
Dr. Ifeanyi Odii for his re-
silience to ensure that he fi-

nally presents himself  to the 
electorate under the platform 
of  his political party”, Ohiri 
posited. 

While describing the judi-
ciary as the last hope for the 
common man, Ohiri also 
applauded the roles of  the 
judiciary to ensure that jus-
tice prevails in the political 
system, adding that the judi-
ciary has strategically played 
key roles in protecting man-
dates entrusted on political 
office seekers. 

Also describing Dr. Odii as 
an energetic young man that 
symbolizes success and hope 
for the people of  Ebonyi, 
Ohiri enjoined him to an-

ed publicly that he came to 
power in Imo through the 
backdoor, or what he termed 
“The Ben Johnson Way”. 

The statement read fur-
ther, “Our Party urges Nige-
rians to resist Uzodimma’s 
latest contrivances to return 

to power through the same 
backdoor. To be sure, some 
INEC officials and security 
operatives who are in bed 
with Uzodinma must be 
wary and realize they are 
enabling a man who is de-
termined to destroy the soul 

of  our democracy. Imo PDP 
will be addressing a world 
press conference shortly to 
make more mind-boggling 
revelations about the mas-
sive voters register compro-
mise in the state.

Our charge to INEC in the 

meantime is to understand 
that this matter touches on 
the sanctity, integrity and 
credibility of  our electoral 
system, and that the world 
is watching to see how the 
electoral umpire will clean 
up the mess.”

chor his campaign on issues 
that will be of  greater benefit 
to his people and the state if  
voted into power. 

“Anybody that follows 
you closely will attest to your 
preparedness to serve your 
people. You had before your 
aspiration to Govern Ebonyi 
touched lives through your 
philanthropic gestures and 
execution of  projects that 
have impacted positively on 
lives of  your people. 

“We therefore have no 
iota of  doubt that you would 
leave a legacy if  given the 
mandate which you seek 
for”, Ohiri concluded.

Before 2019 elections, Omuma ward had 23,000
registered voters, not 9,000 as they alleged - Uzodimma 

I
mo State Governor, Dis-
tinguished Senator Hope 
Uzodimma has debunked 

the allegation of  over regis-
tration in his Omuma ward, 
in Oru East local government 
area of  Imo State. 

Speaking at a press confer-
ence in Owerri on Wednes-
day, Governor Uzodimma 
disclosed that Omuma ward 
prior to the 2019 general elec-
tion had a voting population 
of  23,000 registered voters 
which can be verified from 
INEC.

On the allegation that 
Omuma is a local village, de-
serted due to insecurity, the 
Governor disagreed stating 

that Omuma is the headquar-
ters of  Oru East local gov-
ernment area with an urban 
status. 

The Governor narrated that 
there has been additional and 
significant influx of  human 
traffic due to so many factors 
including the relocation of  the 
Imo State Polytechnic from 
Umuagwo to Omuma bring-
ing in over 23,000 students 
not including the staff  of  the 
institution. 

Governor Uzodimma also 
stated that the establishment 
of  police area command in 
addition to the divisional 
police headquarters, the cus-
tom and immigration control 

posts, the Omuma Vocational 
school plus the Open Univer-
sity study centre built in Omu-
ma by TETFUND means 
additional human beings res-
ident in Omuma.

Even at that, the Gover-
nor said that the outcome 
of  recent registration by the 
Independent National Elec-
toral Commission is not out, 
and wondered why anybody 
should talk about over reg-
istration if  not for mischief  
making. The Governor cau-
tioned politicians in the state 
to allow peace to reign and 
canvas for votes without spon-
soring insecurity to make the 
environment uninhabitable 
for the people.

2023: Abia Speaker hands over campaign
vehicles to LGA Coordinators 

T
he Peoples Democratic 
Party, PDP flagbearer 
for Ikwuano/Umua-

hia North/South Federal 
Constituency in the 2023 
General Elections, Rt Hon  
Chinedum  Orji Wednesday 
presented official campaign 
vehicles to his local govern-
ment areas, LGA  campaign 
coordinators. 

Speaking during the event, 
the Director-General of  the 
Speaker’s campaign council, 
Pastor Emeka Inyama who 
performed the presentation 

congratulated the Coordina-
tors. 

“We have only one objec-
tive, and that is to work hard 
and ensure that the Rt Hon 
Chinedum Orji emerges vic-
torious at the forthcoming 
polls” Pastor Emeka Inyama 
said.  Rt Hon Orji, who is 
also the Speaker of  Abia State 
House of  Assembly since his 
emergence as PDP’s House 
of  Reps candidate has gar-
nered widespread support to 
across the three LGAs of  the 
Federal Constituency as a re-

sult of  his pro-people political 
philosophy which has earned 
him the sobriquet ‘Ikukuoma 
Abia’. The local government 
coordinators of  the Speaker’s 
campaign council include: 
Sir Tony Ezebuiro (Sir T) - 
Umuahia South LGA,  Alhaji 
Suleiman Ukandu - Umuahia 
North LGA , Hon Williams 
Ukatu - Ikwuano LGA 

Other leaders and members 
of  the Speaker’s campaign 
council joined the Direc-
tor-General in performing the 
presentation ceremony.
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Students ‘ll disrupt political campaigns – NANS

Hon Chukwuma Okoye in a group photo with bene�ciaries.

T
he National Associa-
tion of  Nigerian Stu-
dents on Wednesday 

vowed to disrupt political 
campaigns billed to start 
later this month in driving 
home their point for the 
Federal Government to end 
the ongoing strike.

According to reports on 
Tuesday, the students union 
rolled out a new timetable 
for its nationwide protests.

In the timetable, signed 
by the ‘President-Elect’ of  
the student body, Usman 
Barambu, dated Monday, 
NANS scheduled the pro-
tests to hold zone by zone, 
from its Zone A to Zone F, 
with Abuja being the loca-
tion for a final protest.

The protests, which have 
already begun in Septem-
ber, will run till October 11, 
2022, after which Barambu 
will lead the “Abuja shut-
down.”

NANS is protesting the 
prolonged strike action by 
the Academic Staff  Union 

of  Universities.
But addressing a press 

conference on Wednesday, 
the Chairman, NANS Na-
tional Taskforce on #En-
dASUUStrikeNow, Ojo 
Olumide, reiterated the 
students’ commitment to 
sustained protest until the 
government resolves with 
ASUU.

According to him, NANS 
will continue to ground all 
the nation’s public assets 
from roads to airports if  the 
federal government fails to 
resolve with the leadership 
of  ASUU in no distant 
time.

He said, “For those mis-
construing our struggle, we 
call on them to see reason 
with Nigerian Students and 
join us in the struggle to 
save public education in the 
country.

“The leadership of  
NANS demands a better 
deal for the education of  
the Nigerian masses be-
cause most of  the children 

Lawmaker disburses school fees to 35 students 
in Anambra 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he member represent-
ing Awka South Two 
Constituency in the 

Anambra State House of  As-
sembly, Honourable Chuk-
wuma Okoye has called on 
parents to use this holiday 
period to engage their chil-
dren in meaningful ventures 
to safeguard them from acts 
capable of  jeopardizing their 
future.

The lawmaker made the 
call while presenting school 
fees to thirty five students 
who secured first, second and 
third positions in examina-
tions conducted for hundreds 
of  secondary students who 

participated in one-month 
free holiday lessons organized 
by the legislator in seven com-
munities that make up Awka 
South Two Constituency.

Speaking while presenting 
the cash to the beneficiaries, 
Honourable Okoye explained 
that the money covers their 
WAEC and school fees for 
the next academic session 
and charged the students to 
keep studying hard to achieve 
their dreams.

He further said the gesture 
was his own way of  keep-
ing the students busy during 
holiday as well as discourage 
them from engaging in crime.

On his part, the Coordina-
tor, Honourable Chukwuma 
Okoye Free Holiday Lessons, 

Mr. Chukwudubem Nwana 
informed the gathering that 
students Honourable Okoye 
paid their WAEC and school 
fees are junior and second-
ary school students from 
various communities within 
Awka South Two Constit-
uency schooling in second-
ary schools across Anambra 
State.

He disclosed that all the 
students that attended the 
one-month free holiday les-
sons were examined in Eng-
lish, Mathematics, Geogra-
phy, Chemistry and Biology 
and the best candidates were 
selected and honoured.

of  the privileged few now 
study either overseas or in 
Private Universities estab-
lished with our common 
wealth across the country 
by the same set of  people 
we entrusted to govern 
us. This is more reason 
they will continue to turn 

deaf  ears to the demand 
by ASUU for improved 
standards and conditions 
of  learning in our public 
higher institutions.

“Our blocking of  access 
to public roads and ports is 
just a warning. If  the gov-
ernment fails to conclude 

all the negotiations and 
agreement with ASUU 
within the frame of  two 
weeks, they will witness 
more protests and rallies 
all over the country, they 
will also witness the annoy-
ance, anger, and frustration 
of  Nigerians Students who 
have been at home for the 
past Seven months.

“As we promise them 

that we will not allow any 
political campaign to hold 
across the country until 
we are back to class. This 
government has pushed so 
many Nigerians Students 
into depression. We say 
enough is enough; we can 
no longer bear the brunt of  
this avoidable crisis in our 
nation’s public ivory towers 
again.”

Expressing appreciation 
to the legislator, a teach-
er in Community Second-
ary School, Amawbia, Mrs 
Mirian Okoye described him 
as a lover of  education who 
has always discharged his leg-
islative duties to the satisfac-
tion of  his constituents and 
called on others to emulate 
him.

In their separate speech-
es, some of  the beneficiaries, 
Prosper Chidiebere and Arin-
ze Ude, thanked the lawmak-
er for his kind gesture, assur-
ing him that they will make 
him proud in his reelection 
bid come 2023 general elec-
tion.

News

Nothing must happen to Nnamdi Kanu 
– COSEYL warns DSS

T
he Coalition of  
South East Youth 
Leaders, COSEYL, 

has warned the Depart-
ment of  State Services, 
DSS against depriving the 
leader of  the Indigenous 
People of  Biafra, Nnam-
di Kanu access to medical 
care.

Recall that counsel to 
Kanu, Ifeanyi Ejiofor had 
raised the alarm on the al-
leged deteriorating health 
of  his client saying he was 
diagnosed of  gastrointesti-
nal disorder.

He alleged that the DSS 
refused to grant Kanu per-
mission to see his medical 
doctors.

Reacting, COSEYL in a 
statement by its President 
General, Goodluck Ibem, 
said it was worried that the 
DSS would disobey a court 
order that earlier permitted 
Nnamdi Kanu to freely ac-
cess his medical doctor for 
treatment.

The statement reads part-
ly, “If  the DSS has no re-
gard and respect for court 
orders, from where did 
they derive their powers to 
detain him? Are they trying 
to tell Nigerians that they 
are detaining Kanu without 
the order of  the court?

“We are asking these per-
tinent questions because 
the action of  the DSS to 
disobey court orders goes 
a long way to tell us that 
they are detaining Nnamdi 
Kanu on their own.

“The DSS has no right or 
powers to determine which 
court order to obey and the 
ones not to obey. They are 
mandated by law to obey 
all court orders.

“We call on the DSS to 
immediately allow Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu free access 
to his medical doctors and 
family members as directed 
by the court. The actions 
of  the DSS are putting our 
hard-earned democracy in 
great danger.

“The DSS is teaching Ni-
gerians how to disobey the 
law and court orders. If  all 
Nigerians start disobeying 
the law and court orders 
like the DSS is teaching Ni-
gerians to do, anarchy will 
set in and there will be no 
country to call our own.”

… We ‘ll appeal the judgment against us - ASUU 

Peter Obi’s certificate surfaces online

D
egree certificate 
of  the presidential 
candidate of  the La-

bour Party, LP, Peter Obi, 

has surfaced online.
This is coming a day after 

INEC released the names of  
candidates for the coming 

elections.
Obi’s academic docu-

ments including his Univer-
sity and NYSC certificates 
are now in the public space.

Oseloka H. Obaze, an 
aide to Peter Obi, published 
the former Anambra State 
governor’s university de-
gree.

Obaze on his Twitter 
page on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 21, shared a copy 
of  the former Anambra 
Governors certificate which 
he obtained from the Uni-
versity of  Nigeria Nsukka 
(UNN).Peter Obi

Lecturers ‘ll leave Nigeria after 
strike - Prof  Osodeke 

The president of  the Aca-
demic Staff  Union of  Uni-
versities (ASUU), Professor 
Emmanuel Osodeke has 
warned about the far-reach-
ing effects of  the judgment 
of  the National Industrial 
Court, which ordered lec-
turers back to class.

Osodeke spoke this 
during an interview on 
Wednesday night.

According to him, the 
outcome of  the verdict 
would be catastrophic.

“Let me tell you the ca-
tastrophe of  what has just 
happened. The last time 
this happened was during 

the military era.
“I can assure you, when 

this strike is over, a large 
number of  our lecturers are 
going to migrate from this 
country. When you are us-
ing force to push your lec-
turers to class.

“First of  all, they said, ‘If  
we owe them, if  we don’t 
pay them, they will come 
and beg us.’ Seven months, 
it didn’t work. Our mem-
bers are still alive. And 
then, they went to court, 
you want to force them. It 
is a catastrophe,” Osodeke 
said.



of  the New York Fashion 
w e e k  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e 
impor tance of  a  great 
stylist. Plus, we see Lori as a 
woman coming into herself, 
self-confident, self-assured 
and incredibly sexy. 

For the Fendi show, Lori 
wore a grey off-shoulder 
Fendi trench coat and pink 
stilettos, talk about fall 
fashion at its finest 

Her second look was 
definitely interesting and 
show-stopping. 

L o r i  w o r e  a  h i g h -
waisted pink skirt and what 
looked like a bandeau, only 

i t  showed  a  gene rous 
amount of  side boob. This 
was for Harper Bazaar's 
icon party. 

Lori channelled her 
inner goth girl in this sheer 
top, thighs and boots. It was 
m i d w a y  b e t w e e n  t h e 
princess and the gothic 
bride. 

The next time we saw 
Lori, she was all feathered 
up in a long skirt and white 
corset. 

Channelling her inner 
Audrey Hepburn, Lori 
looked her best yet in this 
b l a c k  g ow n ,  b o b  w i g 

ow do you slay all Hyour outf i ts  at 
f a s h i o n  we e k ? 

Lori teaches us.
N o r m a n  H a r t n e l l , 

famous for making the 
Queen of  England wedding 
gown sa id ,  “ I  d e s p i s e 
simplicity; it is the negation of  
all that is beautiful.” 

Lori Harvey, daughter 
of  talk show host Steve 
Harvey and founder of  
skincare line Skn by Lh 
obviously took that to heart 
for her rendezvous at New 
York fashion week. 

Lori's look at the events 

c o m p l e t e  w i t h  t h e 
headband,  which was 
certainly a throwback to the 
80s. 

Her last look of  the 
night was a mixture of  
urban and evening wear 
fashion. With a mini skirt 
and large tweed coat from 
Michael Kors, Lori paired it 
with a New York Yankees 
cap. 

All we can say about 
Lori's style right now is, 
“Al l  Ha i l !  Tha t  babe 
slayed!” 

Page 14Friday 23 - Saturday 24 September, 2022  

Lori Harvey's looks to the New York Fashion week were
all hits no misses 
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e all dream of  

Wfinding the man 
of  our dreams 

and sometimes, one gets 
impatient waiting for him to 
come along but with these 
tips, you can speed up your 
fairytale;

1. Know what you want 
You'd better know what 

you want or you just might 
get a slew of  those you don't 
want. Being confident in 
your needs and wants is of  
the utmost importance. 

You need to have him 
down to a science, know 
every single little detail, 
know his chemical makeup 
and formula, basically, you'd 
better be sure you know the 
type of  man you want. Don't 
be timid on this one. 

Set out a solid, strong 
intention. Write down a list 
of  things you want and even 
the things you don't want in a 
man. 

You want the universe to 
bring you what you ask for, 
period. In order to do that, 
you must be very clear 
regarding the image of  your 
dreamboat. 

You're building a man 
here, so make him the way 
you want him, but make sure 
you know how you want him 
to be; otherwise you really do 
run the risk of  getting some 
very interesting characters. 

2. Get rid of baggage 
Thinking you can move 

right along and not deal with 
some things from the past 
will get you in a hot mess 
faster than you think. 

How do you plan to carry 
around all that baggage with 
y o u  i n t o  t h e  n e x t 
relationship? And aren't you 
looking for the man of  your 
dreams? Girl, he does not 
want all that mess. 

So you'd better clean up 
your table, clean out your 
closet, and reorganize your 
suitcase because your dream 
man doesn't want to deal 
with all of  that. 

While some of  those 
traumas are unavoidable and 
will, at some point, resurface, 
you want to be sure you're in 
tip-top form when dream 
man comes along. Don't just 
go looking for him when you 
haven't worked on yourself  
first. 

It doesn't work that way. 
Clean up your system, your 
mind, body, and spirit; open 
up your heart for healing. 
But whatever you do, re-
evaluate all that weight 
you've been carrying around. 
Be lighter and brighter. 

3. Exorcize your ghosts 
Baggage is one thing, but 

ex-boyfriends are another. If  
y o u  m a i n t a i n  s o m e 
semblance of  contact with 
them, you might want to cut 
that cord. 

Many of  you keep in 
touch with an ex because you 
have co-dependency issues, 

others want a fall back 
option, while others love the 
attention; all these reasons 
are the wrong reasons to have 
an ex in your life. 

If  he is not a genuine 
friend, someone you can 
count on, then there's really 
no reason to keep him 
around. Plus, having an ex 
around can make even the 
securest of  people feel at 
least a little awkward. 

So we're talking about the 
man of  your dreams here 
which means we want to 
make sure we are spick and 
span when he comes rolling 
into our lives like a romantic 
early morning fog on a very 
green mountain. Let those 
ghosts go and let a real 
human take up that space 
within your life. 

4. Focus on YOU 
Nothing feels better than 

doing things for yourself. 
Whether it means taking a 
course, learning new skills, 
or basic self-care, working on 
ourselves is  the key to 
happiness.  We want to 
increase our levels of  feel-
good vibes that come from 
us, not from another place. 

We  wa n t  t o  b e  t h e 
p r ov i d e r s  o f  o u r  ow n 
happiness. And in doing so, 
we increase our positive 
energy. When our energy is 
positive, we heighten our 
vibration. 

No lie, just like that your 
dream man will appear. For 
when we are work on energy 
planes that make us feel 
joyful and satisfied, we begin 
to radiate outwards. Those 
waves will attract similar 
wave s,  i t ' s  t h e  l aw  o f  
attraction. 

Therefore, you want to 
work  on  yourse l f  in  a 
positive way. Heal, learn, 
enjoy; do whatever it takes to 
boost your positivity and 
your dream man will appear 
i n  n o  t i m e.  D o n ' t  b e 
surprised that he will be 
equal to your own energy. 
That's how it works, girl. 
These are the rules of  the 
universe of  love. 

5. Dress to make you 
feel good 

While you might have 
the man of  your dreams 
down to a /t/ with all the 
/i/s dotted and whatnot, you 
cannot one hundred percent 
know him. 

You don't know all of  his 
likes and dislikes, although if  
he's the man of  your dreams 
he will be a reflection of  you 
or at least like the things you 
like. Therefore, there's no 
sense in trying to dress for 
him when you should be 
dressing for yourself. 

Dress in a way that 
m a k e s  y o u  f e e l  m o s t 
comfortable and confident 
Don't try to be something 
you're not. He won't appear 
if  you're making wrong 
moves and decisions about 

yourself. 
Remember  the  se l f -

confident rule? Well, girl, 
that applies here. Apply it 
hard and stick to it. Don't go 
changing your style because 
you think he likes another 
style. 

He will like your style if  
he's your one and only, so go 
ahead and dress as crazy or 
non-crazy as you wanna. He 
will love you for you. And he 
will love whatever you put on 
because at the end of  the day 
clothes are just clothes. He's 
gonna love the girl. 

6. Reject the negativity 
Much like focusing on 

the positive, you want to 
eliminate the negative. It will 
only hurt you in the end if  
you radiate negative vibes. If  
you  a re  re sonat ing  on 
negative tones, you'd better 
f ix that fast.  You will , 
without a doubt and very 
quickly mind you, attract 
some pretty bad characters if  
you don't fix your energy 
bubble. 

When you reject the 
negative you are saying you 
d e s e r ve  a n d  wa n t  t h e 
positive. This starts with 
talking to yourself  in a 
healthy way. 

Saying how beautiful you 
are, finding something about 
yourself  you genuinely love 
and focus on it for a while. 
Doing the opposite, beating 
yourse l f  up,  be l i t t l ing 
yourself, and being cruel will 
only attract a man that will 
view you in the same way. 
Stop doing that now, this 
very second. 

You must love yourself  if  
you want to get the man of  
your dreams. If  you cannot 
stop negative chatter there 
are plenty of  meditations out 
there that can help you 
eliminate bad habits. These 
are bad habits and they can 
be reversed. Start today, it's 
well worth it. 

7. Think positively 
So this is very much 

related to self-confidence, 
but it's a little different. Here 
you want to start talking to 
yourself  in a positive way. 
You want to build up your 
s e l f - e s t e e m  t h r o u g h 
affirmation about yourself  
Once you feel the energy 
waves soaring, you should 
use that same energy and put 
it out into the world. 

Do something nice for 
someone, help without being 
asked, give a compliment or 
a thank you card. All of  these 
positive acts will bring the 
man of  your dreams closer to 
you. 

That is if  he's a positive 
creature himself, and let's 
hope you've created him as 
such because why would you 
want anything less than the 
best? 

Being positive is not only 
a good way to be, but it 
allows you to enjoy life and 

when we are enjoying life 
little gifts from above will 
find their way into our hands 
and hearts. 

Being positive is also 
great for your entire body, 
mind, and spirit and that of  
the universe. Why not be 
positive? If  nothing else you 
increase your quality of  
living and hopefully in the 
process get you that dream 
man. 

8. Conjure him up 
You're on this mission to 

find him, your dream man, 
the man of  your dreams, the 
man that is made of  dreams, 
the man that dreams are 
made of. 

You get the point. So why 
not use your dreams to 
conjure him? Try to focus on 
what type of  man you want 
right before you fall asleep. 

You might even want to 
apply some good habits like 
lighting candles or incense, 
playing music or meditating, 
but give yourself  a nice 
bedtime ceremony that gets 
you in the mood to dream up 
your man. Write down what 
he should be like, say those 
things out loud then continue 
to say them to yourself. 

Keep building him up in 
your subconscious so that he 
can appear in the real world. 
This takes time and practice, 
even some patience. But this 
is a sure fire way to conjure 
the man of  your dreams. 

I t ' s  a s  s i m p l e  a s 
demanding that you dream 
him; but in the very act of  the 
demand, you are making 
clear intentions about him 
and that 's  what 's  more 
important than the dream 
itself. 

9. Don't look but look 
It's this tricky balance 

that is a little too complicated 
to explain, but I'll do my best. 
In truth, you don't have to 
look too hard if  you are 
doing all the right things to 
attract the man of  your 
dreams. 

He will come, don't you 
worry your pretty, little head. 
But you don't want to be 
overly confident, and you 
don't want to be so vain to 
think that he will just appear 
at your door out of  nowhere. 

You have to be pro-active. 
That means keeping your 
eyes peeled. That means 
b e i n g  a w a r e  o f  y o u r 
surroundings. That means 
being in touch with signs. 

You want to be present in 
your dai ly  act ions and 
activities so as not to miss 
any indicator that he might 
be nearby. If  you need more 
guidance, ask the universe to 
help you. 

Ask for a spirit guide or 
an angel. That way you will 
be sure that you won't miss 
him should he come out of  
nowhere. 

Because sometimes it 
happens like that, when you 

least expect it. And we'd hate 
for you to miss your man. 

10. Believe 
Stronger than anything is 

faith. It is something that 
dominates our actions and 
minds since the beginning of  
time. 

If  you believe something 
you can make it a reality and 
you also make it the centre of  
your world by following the 
rules that govern it. Now you 
must apply this thought 
process to the man of  your 
dreams. 

Don't doubt for a second 
that he's out there, floating 
around the universe, looking 
for you, too. He could be 
anywhere, but just know that 

f  you have to break up Iwith your man every time 
you want him to act right 

and treat you well, then you 
of  all people should not be 
faking a breakup!

H o w  d o  y o u  g e t  a 
misbehaving boyfriend to act 
right? And how do you make 
a man drop all the acts and 
concentrate his energy and 
effort on loving you right? 

W h e n  yo u  a r e  i n  a 
relationship and he gets 
lukewarm with his affection, 
if  his efforts are dipping and 
he no longer looks at you or 
pay attention to you as he 
used to, how do you get him 
back to his senses? 

If  your answer to that is to 
dump him so that he can miss 
you and come crawling back 
to you, you may have to 
rethink that strategy. 

While it is true that losing 
something precious helps us 
realise how special that thing 
is, the rule may not apply at all 
times to relationships or to 
human beings. Emotions are 
more complex, relationships 
are more intricate and matters 
of  the heart are not always as 
cut and dried as the adage 'you 
don't know the value of  what 
have till you lose it.' 

The best thing to do when 
your man's efforts at loving 
you starts to dwindle is to 
communicate this to him as 
clearly as possible and in the 
m o s t  h e a l t hy  m a n n e r s 
imaginable. Let him know 
how you feel about his lack of  
effort, how you feel that the 
energy in the relationship is 
fading out and how you 
deserve more because you 
came into the relationship 
expecting just that. 

Of  course, to make these 
demands, one needs to be sure 
that they have been consistent 
at showing that partner the 
kind of  love they're asking for. 

When all of  that is said 
and done and he still pays no 
mind to you, then the right 
thing to do would be to let that 
man go. As a self-respecting 
woman who knows what she 
deserves, breaking up with a 
man who refuses to get his act 
right, despite several attempts 
at calling him to order, should 

be final and with a resolute 
mind. 

You should break up with 
someone because you are 
ready to live without them, 
because you are done and 
want something different, not 
because you hope and intend to 
be dragged back into the same 
toxic, unhealthy cycle of  
neglect and asymmetrical 
efforts at making things work! 

If  you have to break up 
with your man every time you 
want him to take notice of  
you, miss you, treat you right 
or pay you the right type of  
at tent ion you need and 
deserve, then you have no 
business faking the breakup! 
This is one the ripest instances 
for actual, final breakup! 

Creating a pattern of  
breaking up or threatening to 
do so does not look good for 
your self  respect and self  
esteem as well. When he begs 
and you take him back every 
time you breakup, he becomes 
used to the idea that you are 
just weakly seeking attention, 
and that after all your huff, 
puff  and dramatic breakup 
shenanigans, a little plea will 
bring you back. It no longer 
makes any sense. You become 
d e va l u e d .  T h e  p a t t e r n 
becomes  lud ic rous  and 
hilarious, really. You actually 
lose your dignity. 

If  your man ever decides 
to piss off  his relationship by 
not  paying you enough 
attention till you get fed up 
and choose to get out, then 
you should decide to leave 
and not look back! That is 
how a breakup should be - 
with a firm decision that you 
are done and you are moving 
on. 

If  there must be second 
chances, they should not 
happen because they are 
p l a n n e d ,  s c h e m e d  o r 
orches t ra ted .  A second 
chance should be granted 
only because a man genuinely 
realizes his errors and comes 
back with a promise to do 
better; and when he falls back 
t o  t h e  p a t t e r n  t h a t 
necessi tated the second 
chance, you can dump his 
sorry ass and close that 
chapter of  your life for good. 

he's already a part of  your 
current existence. Your new 
religion is that of  dream guy 
getting. 

Right now nothing else 
matters. If  you want him 
badly enough, you will 
believe that it is possible; not 
only to find him but have a 
s a t i s f y i n g ,  b l i s s f u l 
relationship with him. You 
can only believe because 
what else is there to do? 

A n d  b e l i e v i n g  w i l l 
increase your vibration and 
y o u r  c h a n c e s  o f  
encountering him, perhaps 
s o o n e r  t h a n  y o u  h a d 
anticipated. Believing gives 
life purpose, so why not 
believe, right? 
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Stop threatening your
partner with breakup to
get attention 
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ates are arguably Done of  the tastiest 
dry fruits and are 

available all through the year. 
Chock full of  nutrients, 
people eat these dried fruits 
mostly for energy. 

T h a t ' s  w h y  d u r i n g 
Ramadan, Muslims break 
their fast with dates. Since 
fasting deprives your body of  
strength, eating calorie-dense 
dates  helps  boost  your 
energy. But apparently, dates 
are capable of  revving up 
more than just your energy 
levels. 

Science says that date 
fruits can even crank up your 
libido; improve your sperm 
q u a l i t y  a n d  s ave  yo u r 
marriage.  Research has 
proven what traditional 
wisdom has been saying all 
along. Dates boost your sex 

Food plays a major 
role when it comes to 
our health and body 

functionality, even when it 
comes to improving your 
ovulation and fertility.

You see, every woman 
who hopes to get pregnant 
has to be able to ovulate 
because i f  you cannot 
ovulate, then you're not 
likely to conceive, no matter 
how much sex you have. 

Thankfully, there are a 
few things you can do to 
improve your ovulation 
naturally, including paying 
attention to your diet. Check 
out these 5 foods that you 
can begin to eat to boost 
your ovulation. 

1) Citrus fruits 
W h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o 

boosting ovulation and 
fertility, foods that are rich 
in folate, among other 
v i t a m i n s  a r e  h i g h l y 
beneficial. 

Citrus fruits such as 
grapefruits, oranges, kiwi, 
etc., are not only rich in 
vitamin c, potassium, and 
calcium but also folate, a B 
Vitamin that increases your 
chance of  getting pregnant 
by regulating your ovulation 
and improving the health of  
your eggs. 

2) Egg yolk 
T h e  b u l k  o f  t h e 

vi tamins (Vitamin B6, 
folate, B12) and nutrients 
( I r o n ,  z i n c ,  c a l c i u m ) 
contained in eggs are found 
in the yolk. As a matter of  
fact, 100% of  the Vitamin A 
in an egg is in the yolk. 

These vitamins are 
especially helpful when it 
comes boosting ovulation 
and also help  develop 
embryo development after 
conception. 

3) Full-fat dairy 
D a i r y  p r o d u c t s , 

particularly fatty dairy 
products like cheese, whole 

cream, yoghurt, are rich in 
probiotics, calcium, and 
vitamin D, all of  which help 
improve ovulation. 

4) Dark leafy greens 
Vegetables like spinach, 

kale, etc., are super rich in 
prenatal  nutr ients  l ike 
calcium, folate and iron 
w h i c h  h e l p  i m p r o v e 
ovulation. 

Here's a tip to help you. 
Consider eating more dark 
leafy greens when you're 
menstruating to help boost 
ovulation afterwards. 

adies, it's time to Lload up on okro or 
okra for a better 

sexual life.
Both men and women 

look out for aphrodisiacs in 
order to arouse or increase 
their sexual response or 
desire. 

According to research, 
Okro or Okra is said to be 
libido-stimulating and is 
highly beneficial for women 
and their sexual health. 

The edible part of  Okro 
or Okra comes from the seed 
pods of  the plant, and the 
vegetable is one of  the 
greens that help with sexual 
well-being for women. 

It is rich in Iron, folates, 
Zinc and Vitamin B, which 
are all good for the sexual 
glands. Similarly, it also acts 
as a natural relaxant since it 
aids in balancing the libido, 
thanks to its high amounts 
of  beta-carotene. 

Stimulate appetite
O k r o  o r  O k r a  i s  a 

powerhouse of  nutrition 
and i t  suppor ts  bodily 
function on many different 
levels. Being an excellent 
source of  fibre, and amino 
acids, along with vitamins 
and minerals. Not just that, 
it also includes both soluble 

and insoluble fibre. The 
latter cannot be dissolved by 
water and helps the food 
m o v e  t h r o u g h  t h e 
gastrointestinal system 
easily. 

T r e a t s  g o n o r r h e a 
(STD),  dysenter y,  and 
urinary tract infections

The high water content 
in okra along with its anti-
inflammatory properties 
improves bladder function 
and flushes out toxins. With 
all its benefits, it is quite 
helpful in treating dysentery, 
and urinary tract infections 
(UTIs). On the other hand, 
since it is a diuretic, men 
who suffer from gonorrhea 
can benefit from it as it will 
r e d u c e  t h e  b u r n i n g 
sensation while urinating. 

Treats vaginal dryness
Females who suffer 

from excessive bleeding 
during their menstrual 
cycles or endometriosis 
swear by Okra water. It is 
made by slicing 3-4 okras, 
adding water to it, keeping it 
overnight and then drinking 
it the next morning. It also 
helps with vaginal dryness. 
Okra water is also rich in 
oestrogen and zinc, which 
help counter exhaustion and 
aids in revitalising sexual 
vigour. 

5) Beans 
You may not enjoy 

ea t ing  beans  bu t  i t  i s 
important to include it in 
yo u r  d i e t  m o r e  o f t e n 
b e c a u s e  i t  i s  h i g h l y 
nutritious and helpful to 
your body. 

Beans is rich in fiber, 
protein and folate, all of  
w h i c h  a r e  c r u c i a l  i n 
mainta ining a  heal thy 
hormonal balance. When 
y o u ' r e  h o r m o n e s  a r e 
balanced, you won't have 
any problem ovulating. 

ost people take the Missue of  sleeping 
with lights on or 

off  as a matter of  choice and 
preference, not knowing that 
it has adverse consequences.

Science has found a link 
between sleeping with the 
lights on and the following 
health conditions. 

Sleeping with the lights 
on affects your ability to fall 
and stay asleep 

If  you find it difficult to 
s l e e p  a n d  wa k e  u p  a t 
in ter va ls,  i t ' s  probably 

because you are not sleeping 
well. 

H e r e  i s  a  d o c t o r 
explaining how lights on at 
night make sleep better, 
"Light actually turns off  some of  
the parts in the brain that tell our 
body  i t ' s  day t ime  v e r su s 
nighttime. So those signals are 
messed up in a way, because the 
circadian signal is weakened, 
a n d  o v e r  t i m e ,  t h a t  h a s 
implications for our health." 

Sleeping with lights on 
can cause depression 

B l u e  l i g h t s  f r o m 

electronics like Television, 
phones, laptops and tabs 
affect sleep and affect mood 
n e g a t i ve ly  b y  c a u s i n g 
depression, irritability and 
moodiness. 

That's why it is advisable 
t o  k e e p  y o u r  r o o m 
technology free. 

Sleeping with the lights 
on can lead to obesity 

Studies have shown that 
if  you sleep less at night, you 
are more likely to eat more 
during the day. 

Not to mention that if  
you stay awake at night, you 
are more likely to eat a lot of  
snacks. You might even wake 
up to make eba. 

Chronic illnesses 
Sleeping late or having 

little sleep increases your 
chances of  having high blood 
pres sure,  d iabe tes  and 
hypertension. This is why 
you might turn off  all devices 
and lights to have a sound 
sleep. 

life by increasing your libido 
and improving your sexual 
performance. Also according 
to science, dates increase 
sperm count, and this is 
another reason why men 
should eat dates often. 

How do dates increase 
sperm count? Have a look at 
wha t  the  r e sea r c h  ha s 
revealed below. 

How Dates Increase 
Sperm Count 

Traditional medicine 
practitioners used the pollen 
of  the date palm to make an 
antidote to male infertility. 
With that background, some 
researchers  dec ided  to 
investigate the substance of  
the local antidote. 

T h e r e  w a s  a n 
experimental study led by 
Bahmanpour et al. in 2006. 
The researchers discovered 

that dates did impact sperm 
and the reproductive system 
of  adult male rats, who were 
t h e  s u b j e c t s  o f  t h e 
experiment. The scientists 
noticed that eating dates 
greatly improved the count, 
the  mot i l i ty  and  DNA 
quality of  the rats' sperm. It 
also increased the weights of  
the testes and epididymis. 
The credit went to estradiol 
and flavonoid; components 
in dates that seem to have a 
positive effect on the quality 
of  sperm. 

Also, in November of  
2016, two experts in sexual 
health in Lagos advised men 
to eat dates;  saying its 
consumption would enhance 
their sexual performance and 
increase their libido. 

The man told the News 
Agency of  Nigeria (NAN) 

that when men took dates 
appropriately, they could 
also improve their health 
conditions in many other 
ways. It could save them the 
shame of  not satisfying their 
sexual partners, the experts 
said. 

One of  the men, Dr. 
Aminu Kazeem, a sexual 
health therapist who works at 
Energy for Sex Clinic in 
Lagos; said men who had 
p e r f o r m a n c e  p r o b l e m s 
should incorporate dates in 
their diet. 

“ E a t i n g  d a t e s  w i l l 
promote sperm quality and 
quantity as it is one of  the 
best natural fruits used for 
male fertility. It also increases 
the size of  the testes in men 
and the size of  breasts in 
women. Consuming the fruit 
can help to treat sexual 
disorders because it is a 
natural aphrodisiac.” 

He further confirmed that 
dates contained high levels of  
estradiol  and f lavonoid 
which aid sperm motility and 
increase sperm count. 

Dates Increase Libido 
And Do Other Things For 
You 

Dates do more than 

increase sperm count and 
motility. They are good for 
your all-round health and 
vitality. Here are some other 
health benefits of  eating 
dates below: 

Maintains your sugar 
levels: 

Want to satisfy your 
sugar craving? Instead of  
gorging on candies coated 
with sugar, have a few pieces 
of  dates or sweets made out 
of  it to beat your sugar 
craving in a healthy way. 
They are a good substitute for 
white sugar as they are free of  
sodium, cholesterol and fats. 
But remember, their calorific 
value is higher than other 
fruits so too much can lead to 
weight gain. 

Aids your digestion 
These little nuggets are 

rich in fibre, which means 
they are good for your 
digestive system and bowel 
movements. It also means 
they prevent the build-up of  
LDL cholesterol; which can 
put your heart health at risk 
by increasing your chances 
of  getting hypertension, 
stroke, heart disease, etc. 

Prevents anaemia 
I ron  i s  an  es sen t ia l 

nutrient your body needs to 
prevent anaemia. It helps 
your red blood cells carry 
oxygen better to various body 
parts which help in their 
better functioning. Lack of  
iron can leave you feeling 
fatigued even after doing the 
smallest of  tasks. Eating 
dates can beat this deficiency. 

Lowers your risk of  heart 
disease 

Dates contain about 656 
mg of  potassium per 100g 
w h i c h  m a k e s  t h e m  a 
powerhouse of  potassium. 
A c c o r d i n g  t o  W H O 
guidelines, an adult should 
c o n s u m e  3 , 5 1 0  m g  o f  
potassium every day. Lower 
levels of  potassium can make 
one more susceptible to high 
blood pressure, stroke, etc. 

Improves overall health 
Apart from all the above 

goodness, dates are also rich 
in other essential nutrients 
like calcium, magnesium and 
vitamin B6. The body needs 
b o t h  m a g n e s i u m  a n d 
calcium for proper bone 
growth; while vitamin B6 is 
needed  to  b reak  down 
p r o t e i n ,  a n d  m a i n t a i n 
normal  levels  of  ner ve 
function. 

Dates increase sperm count and why men should eat it often 

Foods that can boost ovulation 

How okro/okra improves
women's sex drive and health

Why you should sleep with the lights off 



King Charles: Emotional statement to his people

News Echo   Friday 23 - Saturday 24 September, 2022                                                                       Page 17

Charles The King....

Foreign News

W
hen Flt Lt Wales was 
doing his helicopter 
training to become 
an RAF search and 

rescue pilot in 2010, like his fellow 
trainees he gave two preferences for 
his first posting.

One was in Lossiemouth, in north 
east Scotland, and the other at Val-
ley on Anglesey, off  the north west 
coast of  Wales.

It was to the second that he was 
sent, and that decision could yet 
prove crucial in his new role, 12 
years later.

For of  course, Flt Lt Wales is rath-
er better known as Prince William.

Following the death of  Queen 
Elizabeth II, Prince William is heir 
to the British throne, and has been 
created the new Prince of  Wales by 
the former holder of  the title, King 
Charles III.

William takes on the title at the 
age of  40, a full 31 years after his 
father officially heard he was to be-
come the Prince of  Wales via a tel-
evision broadcast at school, when 
the Queen made the announcement 
on camera at the end of  the Empire 
Games in Cardiff  in 1958.

Prince Charles was later sent off  to 
study at Aberystwyth University for 
a number of  months to learn some 
Welsh ahead of  his investiture as 
Prince of  Wales at Caernarfon Cas-
tle in 1969.

The ceremony was not well re-
ceived by those in Wales who felt 
there was no longer a place for an 
English prince with few links to the 
country gaining a title last held by a 
Welshman, Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, 
in 1282.

•  The long history of the Prince 
of Wales title

When Prince William arrived in 
Wales in 2010, it was as a working 
member of  a community helping to 
serve those around him.

First official engagement
Within just a month or so of  start-

ing work on Anglesey he and his 
girlfriend of  nine years, Catherine, 
announced their engagement, and 
that their marital home would re-
main on the Welsh island once they 
were married in the spring of  2011.

They asked for their first official 
engagement as a couple to be on the 
island, and went on to dedicate a 
new lifeboat at the RNLI station at 
Trearddur Bay in February 2011.

During the visit, Prince William 
spoke of  working alongside RNLI 
volunteers during life-saving rescues 
at sea, and it was this image of  being 

How Island became ‘refuge’ for William and Kate

The couple at Halen Mon, which has won sustainability awards for its salt-making, when they revisited their former home in 2019.

part of  local life which was to persist 
through the three years the couple 
lived there.

It was a very different starting rela-
tionship with Wales from that which 
his father had experienced, accord-
ing to Welsh historian Prof  Merfyn 
Jones.

“Clearly the Royal Family were 
not going to repeat these difficult 
times with William, when he was 
much the same age - a bit older - and 
so his introduction to Wales was 
very, very different, working from 
RAF Valley as a helicopter pilot, liv-

K
ing Charles III address-
es the people with emo-
tional words to thank 
them for the great 

sympathy in the death of  Queen 
Elizabeth II. He is grateful for the 
worldwide support during this dif-
ficult time for him and his family.

King Charles III addresses the 

people with emotional words to 
thank them for the great sympathy 
in the death of  Queen Elizabeth 
II. He is grateful for the world-
wide support during this difficult 
time for him and his family.

King Charles III is pleased 
about the worldwide sympathy 
for the death of  Queen Elizabeth 
IIThe expressions of  grief  give 
him strengthWith these words, he 
says thank you

The news of  the death of  Queen 
Elizabeth II (†96) shocked the 
whole world. The loss was hard 
for many Brits to take, yet many 
found time to express their condo-
lences to the royal family.

Now King Charles III says 
thank you to his people for their 
emotional support following the 
death of  Queen Elizabeth II. “As 
we all prepare to say our last fare-
well, I wanted simply to take this 
opportunity to say thank you to all 
those countless people who have 
been such a support and comfort 
to my family and myself  in this 
time of  grief,” said the King in an 
official statement shortly before 
the Queen’s funeral.

ing locally,” he said.
“People did bump into him in 

the supermarkets and so on - it was 
a very, very different experience [to 
Charles’ time at Aberystwyth].

‘Very low-key’
“And so one has to conclude to 

some extent at least this was a de-
liberate way of  William getting to 
know Wales and for Wales to get to 
know him but in a very low-key way, 
in a very relaxed sort of  manner.

“And it appears that it has been 
remarkably successful, both locally 
in Anglesey and more generally in 
the response of  the British public to 
William, who is clearly extremely 
popular with the people of  Britain.”

Gwilym O Jones, an Anglesey 
councillor and former chair of  the 
council, remembers former col-
leagues of  his who moved to work at 
RAF Valley as civilian staff  calling 
William an “ordinary guy”.

“He was very popular, you know, 
he was one of  the boys. Obviously 
people in the area were interested 
when they heard that he was coming 
to Anglesey of  all places.”

Mr Jones said Prince William was 
often seen in the local community, 
adding: “He lived in a very low-key 
way in a very relaxed manner.

“People were pleased to see him, 
[they] were very pleased to see his 
wife as well, obviously.

“There’s a go-karting circuit not 
far from the RAF base and he was 
seen there; he was seen on his way 
to work in the morning calling in 
[to the local shop] for a newspaper, 
things like that.

“They weren’t hounded by the 
press and the media. They were al-
lowed to do their own thing. I think 
that’s why they really enjoyed their 
stay in Anglesey.”

He was present at the last official 
engagement on Anglesey before 
the couple moved back to England, 
when William was officially open-

ing the Ring of  Fire ultramarathon 
event in 2013 shortly after the birth 
of  his first son.

‘The crowd went wow’
“Kate hadn’t been seen [in any offi-

cial capacity] because Prince George 
had been born about four weeks pri-
or to this moment. I remember all of  
us standing in a line waiting for the 
crew to arrive. This Range Rover ar-
rived, Prince William came out, very 
informal, and he opened the door 
and Kate appeared as well,” he said.

“The crowd went ‘wow’,” he said, 
adding: “They were really made up 
with this.”

Sue Hesketh, Cubs leader at 1st 
Menai Bridge, got to know Cath-
erine after she did some voluntary 
work with the group, and met the 
couple again when they returned to 
visit the island in 2019.

She recalls the initial response 
when it was announced Prince Wil-
liam was to come to Anglesey as be-
ing one of  some interest and in some 
cases pleasure because it was hoped 
his arrival at RAF Valley’s search 
and rescue team might help avoid its 
closure (it eventually ceased opera-
tions in 2015 and was taken over by 
a civilian contractor).

Man who made $95m in 2008
 reveals new prediction

But equally, she said: “Other-
wise, I don’t think there was a huge 
amount of  interest. People in this 
area are not that wildly enthusiastic 
[about royalty], if  you know what I 
mean.”

Sue thinks the more tempered 
response to their presence among 
some sections of  local society might 
actually have helped them enjoy a 
quieter life.

“They did regard Anglesey as a 
refuge. They could get on with their 
lives. They enjoyed the fact they 
could do that without people mak-
ing a fuss.”

It is nice for the monarch to see 
that he is not alone in his grief. At 
the renewed wake of  the Queen, 
King Charles was completely dis-
traught, but the sympathy of  his 
people gave him enough strength 
to get through the difficult mo-
ment.

King Charles III is touched by 
the reactions of  the people: “Over 
the last ten days, my wife and I 
have been so deeply touched by 
the many messages of  condolence 
and support we have received 
from this country and across the 
world.”

On Wednesday evening, no one 
suspected the death of  the Queen, 
and Prince Charles was at a party, 
when suddenly a few hours later 
he was proclaimed King.

The sympathy of  the population 
helped him to process all this. “In 
London, Edinburgh, Hillsbor-
ough and Cardiff  we were moved 
beyond measure by everyone who 
took the trouble to come and pay 
their respects to the lifelong ser-
vice of  my dear mother, The late 
Queen,” said King Charles III fur-
ther in his statement.
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G
erman Chancellor 
Olaf  Scholz criticized 
Russia’s invasion of  
Ukraine strongly and 

called for greater cooperation to 
uphold the international order.

German Chancellor Olaf  
Scholz called Russia’s invasion of  
Ukraine an act of  “imperialism 
plain and simple” at the UN Gen-
eral Assembly in New York City 
on Friday.

Scholz harshly criticized Rus-
sia’s invasion of  Ukraine, decrying 
Putin’s motivation behind the war. 
“There is no justification whatso-
ever for Russia’s war of  occupa-
tion against Ukraine. President 
Putin is waging this war with one 
single objective: to seize Ukraine.”

He went on to appeal to the 
member states to not remain neu-
tral in the situation, highlighting 
the nuclear weapons Russia holds.

“We must not stand idly by when 
a major nuclear power, armed to 
the teeth - a founding member of  
the United Nations and a perma-
nent member of  the UN security 
council no less - seeks to shift bor-
ders through the use of  violence,” 
Scholz said during his speech.

Protecting the international order
The German chancellor stressed 

the importance of  upholding a 
world order based on rules several 
times.

“The alternative to a rules-based 
world is the dominion of  the strong 

over the weak,” Scholz warned. 
“The return of  imperialism is not 
only a disaster for Europe, but also 
a disaster for our global peace or-
der,” he added.

He said Putin risked destroying 
not only Ukraine, but also his own 
country with the war.

Scholz went on to say that a 
multipolar world was “the antith-
esis to neocolonialism and impe-
rialism”, but its principles needed 
to be upheld by all of  the UN’s 
member states. “And that is why it 
was so important that here in this 
room, 141 countries categorically 
condemned Russia’s war of  occu-
pation,” he added.

Further, he slammed the idea 
of  Russia holding referendums in 
parts of  Ukraine. “Putin will only 
give up his war and his imperial-
ist ambitions if  he realizes that he 
cannot win. This is why we will not 
accept a peace dictated by Russia. 
This is why we will not accept any 
pretentious referendum. And this 
is why Ukraine must be able to 
defend itself  against Russia’s inva-
sion,” he said.

A global shield against climate risks
Calling climate change the big-

gest challenge of  the generation, 
the German chancellor announced 
that German had a special respon-
sibility to tackle the issue and to 
“stand with developing nations 
that struggle with the results of  cli-
mate change.”

German Chancellor, Olaf Scholz, calls Russia’s 
invasion ‘imperialism’ at UN General Assembly

Olaf Scholz, German Chancellor.

“We will not abandon the coun-
tries that struggle the most in the 
result of  climate change,” Scholz 
assured.

He went on to announce a glob-
al shield against climate risks, but 
didn’t add details on what this could 
entail.

Reforming the UN Security Council
The German chancellor called 

for the reform of  the UN Security 
Council, proposing that Germany 
become a permanent member and 
take up more responsibility within 
the institution.

Scholz also called for greater co-
operation with developing countries 
from the Global South such as Asia, 
Latin America and Africa.

The German chancellor de-
nounced human rights violations 
in North Korea, Belarus, Syria 
and those commited by the Tali-
ban alongside Putin’s war crimes 
in Ukraine. He stressed the impor-
tance of  not standing by idly when 
it came to these violations.

He also made references to Chi-
na’s alleged human rights abuses of  
the Uyghurs, stating that the country 
should follow the recommendations 
of  the Human Rights Commission 
in regards to the matter.

Institutions had to be reformed to 
adapt to the reality of  the 21st cen-
tury, he claimed, calling more coop-
eration, more partnership and more 
involvement the only reasonable 
response to tackle global challenges.

D
uring the 77th session 
of  the UN General 
Assembly, Russia’s 
invasion of  Ukraine 

and climate change were high on 
the agenda amid soaring energy 
and food prices.

The Russian invasion of  
Ukraine and climate change 
dominated speeches at the Unit-
ed Nations General Assembly in 
New York City on Tuesday.

The first day of  the weeklong 
assembly saw leaders from across 
the world share their concerns 
about the shaking international 
order and global challenges such 
as hunger and climate change, 
exacerbated by the war’s effect 
on inflation as well as food and 

energy prices.
Multiple leaders slam Russian 

invasion
Ukraine’s Volodymyr Zelen-

sky, who appeared virtually from 
Ukraine, blamed Moscow for 
willingly causing the food crisis.

“Any state that provokes fam-
ine, that tries to make access to 
food a privilege, that tries to make 
the protection of  nations from 
famine dependent on... the mercy 
of  some dictator — such a state 
must get the toughest reaction 
from the world,” Zelensky said.

He blamed Russian blockades 
of  Ukrainian ports and other “im-
moral actions” for disrupting ex-
ports from the country, which is a 
major agricultural producer under 

normal circumstances.
“Russia must bear responsibili-

ty for this,” he said.
Japanese Prime Minister Fu-

mio Kishida called for reforms 
of  the United Nations Security 
Council after expressing disap-
pointment over the failure of  the 
institution to respond to the Rus-
sian invasion of  Ukraine because 
of  Russia’s right of  veto as a per-
manent member.

In his speech, Kishida said “the 
foundation of  the international 
order is violently shaken right 
now,” implying that the United 
Nations had lost part of  its im-
pact in maintaining world peace.

French President Emanuel Ma-
cron appealed to countries not to 

stay neutral about condemning 
Russia’s invasion of  Ukraine, de-
claring that the war amounted to 
a new type of  imperialism.

Macron insisted that negotia-
tions to end the war could only 
succeed “if  Ukraine’s sovereignty 
is respected, its territory liberated 
and its security protected.’’

Spanish Prime Minister Pedro 
Sanchez said that Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin was “trying 
to blackmail the international 
community with food” through 
his invasion of  Ukraine in Febru-
ary.

“There is no peace with hunger 
and we cannot combat hunger 
without peace,” Sanchez added.

German Chancellor Olaf  
Scholz heavily criticized Putin’s 
invasion of  Ukraine, calling it 
an act of  “imperialism plain and 
simple” during his speech at the 
UN General Assembly on Tues-
day.

Similar to Macron, he urged 
other leaders to not remain pas-
sive, highlighting Russia’s nuclear 
weapons and war crimes commit-
ted in Ukraine.

Island states urge for more re-
sponsibility by industrialized na-
tions

Philippine President Ferdinand 
Marcos Jr. and Marshall Islands’ 
president David Kabua both 

urged industrialized nations and 
the global community to take 
up more responsibility for coun-
tries already affected by climate 
change.

Marcos said “the time for talk 
about ‘if ’ and ‘when’ has long 
since passed”, calling on indus-
trialized countries to fulfill their 
obligations to cut greenhouse 
gasses and to support developing 
countries.

“The effects of  climate change 
are uneven and reflect a historical 
injustice: Those who are least re-
sponsible suffer the most,’’ Mar-
cos said. “This injustice must be 
corrected and those who need to 
do more must act now.’’

“The world’s richest people 
have put its poorest at risk,” he 
added.

Kabua criticized that “the 
world has failed to break our ad-
diction to fossil fuels,” stressing 
that not enough investments were 
made into climate adaptation, 
especially for small island states 
such as Tuvalu, Kiribati and the 
Marshall Islands.

“Today, we renew our call to 
the world to declare total war on 
this century’s greatest challenge, 
the climate change monster,’’ he 
said.

Kabua went on to urge world 
leaders to cut down on sectors 
that rely on fossil fuels while in-
vesting into renewable energies 
drastically.UN General Assembly in session.



orient of  France Lstriker, Terem Moffi 
is favoured to lead 

the Super Eagles attack in 
Friday's friendly against 
Algeria.

According to camp 
sources, the 23-year-old is 

e i c e s t e r  C i t y Lmidfielder, Wilfred 
Ndidi is doubtful for 

N i g e r i a ' s  u p c o m i n g 
friendlies against Algeria as 
a result of  injury.

Ndidi, according to 
camp sources, copped an 
i n j u r y  i n  t r a i n i n g  o n 
Wednesday.

The 24-year-old might 
r e t u r n  t o  h i s  c l u b  i n 
England this week for 
further treatment on the 

uper Eagles assistant 

Scap ta in ,  Wi l l i am 
Troost-Ekong has 

stated that the team is battle 
ready for the friendlies 
against Algeria.

The three-time African 
champions will take on the 
Algeria B Team in their first 

o r m e r  C h e l s e a Fs t r i k e r ,  J i m m y 
Floyd Hasselbaink 

has backed Pierre-Emerick 
Aubameyang to become 
the first striker at the club 
since Diego Costa to score 
more than 20 Premier 

anchester City Mmidfielder, Jack 
G r e a l i s h  h a s 

slammed Liverpool legend, 
Graeme Souness, for his 
constant criticism of  him.

S i n c e  m a k i n g  h i s 
record-breaking £100m 
transfer from Aston Villa to 
M a n  C i t y  l a s t  y e a r , 
Grealish has come under 
plenty of  scrutiny from fans 

and pundits alike, with 
Souness, perhaps his most 
vocal critic.

Many have commented 
on Grealish's lack of  goal 
contributions at Man City, 
having scored just seven 
times and making just four 
assists in 45 games for the 
Premier League champion.

S o u n e s s  h a s  a l s o 
described Grealish as a 
'good, not great player' and 
has claimed that he holds 
onto the ball for too long.

But Grealish has now 
hit back at Souness, saying 
that the only person he will 
be taking advice from on 
how to play is his manager 
Pep Guardiola.

“I don't know what his 
[Souness'] problem is with 
me. He always says stuff  

about me,” Grealish said 
while on international duty 
with England ahead of  
t h e i r  U E FA  N a t i o n s 
League fixtures with Italy 
and Germany.

“I t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  [ to 
ignore] when he's on Sky 
Sports and it is everywhere 
a r o u n d  t h e  t r a i n i n g 

ground. He was a great 
player and won a lot, but I 
don't know what problem 
he's got.

“I know he has said a 
lot of  stuff  about me not 
moving the ball quicker but 
when I am playing for a 
m a n a g e r  l i k e  P e p 
Guardiola and he is telling 

me to keep the ball as much 
as I can and have balls to 
take it everywhere, that is 
what I will try to do.

“I always watch my 
games back and I am very 
critical of  myself. I know 
that there were games, 
especially in the second 
half  of  last season, where I 

was not at my best at all.
“I will always have 

people on my back. When I 
signed for City and the 
price that came with it, I 
knew it was not going to all 
be laughs, unless I started 
the way Erling Haaland 
did. That is the only way I 
wouldn't get caned!”

League goals.
Costa scored 20 goals 

in 35 games as the Blues 
w o n  t h e  t i t l e  i n  t h e 
2016/2017.

Aubameyang will be 
hoping to break the hoodoo 
following his deadline-day 

move from Barcelona.
Hasselbaink, however, 

doubts the Gabonese's 
goals will be enough to 
power Chelsea to the title.

H e  s a i d : 
“Aubameyang can score 20 
plus goals. Have they got a 

squad to go and become 
champions? Not yet.

“Have they got a squad 
to get in the top four and 
compete for an FA Cup, or 
get far in the Champions 
League? Yes.

“Are they going to win 
the Champions League? 
They're not favourites, I 
don't think that they are. 
But a successful season 
would be finishing in the 
top four and winning a cup 
this year.

“I think he's going to 
embrace it and I think 
G r a h a m  P o t t e r  w i l l 
embrace him as well. I don't 
see any problem really.

“He has only played 
two matches. He has not hit 
the back of  the net yet but 
that will come. you don't 
b e c o m e  a  b a d  p l aye r 
overnight.”

friendly at the Mohamed 
H a m l a o u i  S t a d i u m , 
Constantine on Friday.

The second friendly 
against the Riyad Mahrez 
led Desert Foxes is billed for 
t h e  M i l o u d  H a d e f i 
Stadium, Oran next week 
Tuesday.

The Super Eagles won 
their last two games against 
Sierra Leone and Sao Tome 
and Principe and Troost-
Ekong hopes the team will 
mainta in  the  winning 
momentum.

“We want to try and 
win all the games and 
improve in all areas, we are 
playing against Algeria, one 
of  the top teams in Africa,” 
the Watford defender told 
NFF TV.

“We have to show them 
respect, but at the same 
time, even though it's a 
friendly game, we will try to 
win the game and prepare 
ourselves for the qualifiers 

that will be coming up 
next,” he added.

H e a d  c o a c h ,  Jo s e 
Pese i ro  has  inv i t ed  a 
number of  new players for 
the friendlies following the 
absence of  some of  the 
regular stars.

Troost-Ekong believes 
it is an opportunity for the 
new players to prove their 
class at the international 
level.

“It's a great opportunity 
for the new players to show 
themselves and for all of  us 
to  b lend together  and 
understand what the coach 
expects from us,” he said.

injury.
Ndidi has struggled to 

stay fit recently which has 
limited his appearance for 
both club and country.

The former KRC Genk 
player missed the latter part 
o f  l a s t  s e a s o n  a f t e r 
sustaining an injury, while 
in action for Leicester City 
i n  a  U E F A  E u r o p a 
Conference League clash 
against Stade Rennes in 
March.

He last featured for the 
Super Eagles in the second 
round encounter against the 
Carthage Eagles of  Tunisia 
at the 2021 Africa Cup of  
Nations in Cameroon.

Super  Eag les  head 
coach, Jose Peseiro now 
have three midfielders: 
Raphael Onyedika, Frank 
Onyeka and Alex Iwobi 
available for the friendlies.

last game against Sao 
Tome and Principe which 
Jose Peseiro's side won 10-
0.

Kelechi Iheanacho, 
C y r i e l  D e s s e r s  a n d 
Godwin Saviour are the 
other strikers in the team.

The absence of  Victor 
Osimhen and Umar Sadiq 
due to injuries has also 
provided him the chance to 
stake claim for a regular 
playing berth in the team.

The forward bagged a 
brace in the Super Eagles 

turning heads in the team's 
t ra in ing  ahead of  the 
friendlies.

Mof f i  has  been  in 
fantastic form in the French 
Ligue 1 this season, netting 
s i x  t i m e s  i n  e i g h t 
appearances for Lorient.

Friday 23 - Saturday 24 September, 2022  

Algeria friendly: Moffi to lead Super Eagles attack against Algeria

…Ndidi doubtful for clash

…Troost-Ekong reveals Super Eagles mission 

EPL: Aubameyang should score 20 goals,
Chelsea won't be champions – Hasselbaink

EPL: Jack Grealish slams
Liverpool legend, Souness

Moffi

Ndidi

Troost-EkongAubameyang

Grealish
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ccording to former 

At w o - w e i g h t 
champion David 

Haye, Anthony Joshua is 
the only one with the 
physical tools to knock 
Tyson Fury out. 

The pair is set to meet in 
a £75m Battle of  Britain 
w o r l d  h e a v y w e i g h t 
showdown in Cardiff  on 

gent Dario Canovi 

Ah a s  r e j e c t e d 
q u e s t i o n s  o v e r 

whether re-signing Romelu 
Lukaku was the right idea 
for Inter Milan.

On-loan from Chelsea, 
Lukaku has struggled with 
injury since his return.

Canovi told TMW: “I 
don't know, when Inter took 
on Lukaku I thought the 
N e r a z z u r r i  h a d 
strengthened.

“We have all seen what 
Lukaku's strength and speed 
meant. With (Antonio) 
C o n t e  h e  m a d e  t h e 
difference. For now he has 
n o t  g ive n  t h e  d e s i r e d 
contribution, but I would 
wait a moment.

“Inter now lacks calm; 
there is great confusion. 
What (Alessandro) Bastoni 
d i d  i n  my  o p i n i o n  i s 
emblematic. I don't know if  
the impatience is towards 
(Simone) Inzaghi or towards 
other issues.

“ I t  i s  u p  t o  t h e 
management to restore 
peace of  mind. Against 
Bayern, Inter played as a 
child and entered the field 
already as a sacrificial victim 
of  a team that is now fifth in 
the Bundesliga.”

been sent  to  Anthony 
Joshua's team. 

“Now we wait for them 
to go through them and sign 
so we can get one of  British 
boxing's biggest events on. 

“All our side is on board 
for this fight. Tyson Fury is 
eager for it as he showed last 
week by calling out his 
fellow Brit.” 

With Fury and Joshua 
hard at work in the gym, 

dinson Cavani has Ee x p l a i n e d  h i s 
decision to sign for 

Valencia.
The Uruguayan veteran 

joined Valencia after coming 

dinese goalkeeper, 

UMarco Silvestri, has 
a s k e d  C r i s t i a n o 

Ronaldo to join the club.
The Manchester United 

superstar failed to engineer a 
m o v e  a w a y  f r o m  O l d 
Trafford this summer.

Ronaldo remained with 
the Red Devils despite being 
linked with Sporting Lisbon, 
Bayern Munich, Napoli, and 
PSG.

Since then, Ronaldo has 
started only one match in the 
Premier League and could 
push again for a move in 
January.

However, ahead of  the 
2022 World Cup, the 37-year-
old said: “My ambition is 
great. I want to be present at 
the World Cup and European 
Championships.

“I feel very motivated. 
My journey is not finished 
yet.”

Those comments were 
s h a r e d  b y  b r o a d c a s t e r 
DAZN, and Silvestri replied 
to the post by cheekily asking 
Ronaldo to join his club.

Udinese then went a step 
f u r t h e r  a n d  p o s t e d  i t 
themselves with a series of  
eye emojis.

The team, based in the 
north-east of  Italy, have 

proved to be the early surprise 
package this season, winning 
five of  their seven games.

That has left them just 
two points off  the table's 
summit at this early stage, 
and they seem to be already 
eyeing reinforcements.

off  contract at Manchester 
United, rejecting several 
clubs in the process.

A s k e d  a b o u t  B o c a 
Juniors, Cavani said: “I 
knew there were people 

waiting for my arrival. My 
f r i e n d s  t o l d  m e  b u t 
everything was created 
incorrectly, saying things 
that were not true.

“With (Boca chief  Juan 
Roman) Riquelme I was 
clear, we always talked and 
we knew what the situation 
was like. I was attracted to 
the project, no doubt, but I 
gave priority to Europe and 
in par ticular to Spain, 
because I want to prepare 
myself  as best as possible for 
the World Cup.

“I thanked Román very 
much, you don't know never 
what will happen in the 
future.”

December 3 with Fury's 
WBC title on the line. 

Haye believes the British 
Nigerian can inflict Fury's 
first professional defeat 
among everyone else in the 
heavyweight division. 

The Brit said, “If  anyone 
has the physical tools to beat 
Fury, the No.1 monster in 
the heavyweight division, 

time is running out for the 
duo to sign a deal for a fight. 

Speaking on talkSPORT 
Breakfast, Fight Night host 
Gareth Davies said he had a 
chat with Fury's sparring 
partner Joseph Parker who 
revealed the WBC champion 
was already at camp for a 
potential “Battle of  Britain” 
with Joshua.

“What we heard from 
Joseph Parker is that Tyson 

then it is AJ.
“Many years ago, Fury 

and Joshua sparred and AJ 
got the better of  him.

“If  AJ can be strong, fast 
and aggressive against Fury, 
then he has a chance of  
surprising everyone.” 

That 2010 session at 
Joshua's Finchley club saw 
the Watford novice shake 
Fury with an upper cut 
during a sparring session. 

Now Joshua, 32,  is 
desperate to take the Gypsy 
King's WBC crown after 
failing to regain his WBA, 
IBF and WBO belts in his 
rematch defeat to Ukrainian 
Oleksandr Usyk last month. 

“The world will have 
him as the underdog but for 
the  f i r s t  t ime ever  the 
pressure will be totally off  
him and all on Fury,” Haye 
added. 

The boxing world is now 
waiting for an agreement 
from Joshua's team after they 
had been sent a contract by 
Fury's team.

Promoter Frank Warren 
revealed in his column for 
the Star, “The contracts have 

Fury is in camp now and 
training hard,” Davies told 
talkSPORT. 

“ E v e n  t h o u g h  w e 
h a v e n ' t  h a d  t h a t 
announcement yet as to 
whether that final deal on the 
fight with Joshua has been 
signed for December 3 in 
Cardiff. 

“I'm skeptical at this 
point, I'm afraid,” Davies 
added. “They need to get this 
fight over quickly, because 
we're only a few months 
away.” 

Only Joshua can beat Fury – Ex-champ Haye

Serie A: Too soon to judge Lukaku
at Inter Milan, says Canovi

Cavani leaves door open to future
Boca Juniors move

Cristiano Ronaldo told to join Serie
A side

Cavani

Lukaku Ronaldo

UEFA Nations League
20:45 Czech Republic – Portugal—X2 
20:45 Spain – Switzerland—X 
15:00 Armenia – Ukraine—X2 
18:00 Slovenia – Norway—X2 
20:45 Israel – Albania—X 
20:45 Scotland – Ireland—Un3.5 
20:45 Serbia – Sweden—1X

Argentina
23:00 River Plate - Talleres Cordoba—Un 
3.5
01:30 Independiente - Newells Old 
Boys—Un 3.5
20:30 Gimnasia L.P. – Tigre—Un 4

20:30 Rosario Central – Platense—Un 3.5
23:00 Racing Club - Union de Santa Fe—1X
00:00 Godoy Cruz - Boca Juniors—2
00:00 Huracan – Banfield—un 4.5
18:00 Sarmiento Junin - Arsenal Sarandi--X
20:30 Lanus - San Lorenzo—X 

Wales
15:30 Bala - Cardiff  Metropolitan—1 
15:30 Connahs Q. – Pontypridd—1 
15:30 Haverfordwest – Flint—2 

CAF champions league
20:00 Zamalek (Egy) - Elect Sport (Cha)—1

Betting tips for the weekend


