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Persons With Disabilities Bill 
passed into law in Abia
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Abia State House 
of  Assembly has 
passed into law, the 

bill seeking the establish-
ment of  Abia State Com-
mission for Welfare of  Dis-
abled Persons.

The bill, which was 
known as H.A.B. 23, had 
before the passage, been  re-
ferred back to full plenary 
through a motion moved 
by the Majority leader and 
seconded by the Minority 
leader of  the House. But 
on Wednesday, the Bill was 
eventually passed into law 
by the House, as presided 
over by the Speaker, Hon 
Chinedum Orji, to the de-
light of  the disabled com-

munity who had recently 
staged a protest in front of  
the House complex. 

A release from the Media 
unit of  Abia State House 
of  Assembly, sighted by 
News Echo said “After go-
ing through the necessary 
legislative process and sub-
sequent approved of  all 
the sections of  the bill, the 
House passed H.A.B. 23 
into Law.” 

The law is to be cited as 
Abia State Commission for 
Disabled Persons Law.

 It will be recalled that 
over 400 persons with dis-
abilities stormed the Abia 
State House of  Assembly 
in July this year, to protest 
against non-passage of  the 
former Bill into Law. 

During the protest, they 

blocked members of  the 
House and staff  of  the 
Parliament from entering 
or leaving the Assembly 
building accusing them of  
frustrating their matters for 
more than seven years. 

The new Law, according 
to an executive member of  
Persons with Disabilities 
in Abia State, would pro-
vide for job slots for them 
in Abia State civil service, 
positions in elective offices 
and scholarship opportuni-
ties. 

Provisions of  the new 
Law would also guarantee 
them the right to vie for elec-
tive positions, conducive 
and well positioned stands 
for them to cast their votes 
during elections in Abia 
State even as those with life 

threatening ailments could 
access medical attention. 

Apart from these, the 
Law seeks to support the 
rights and privileges of  the 
persons with disabilities 
and also provides protec-
tion for the members of  dis-

abled community against 
violence and other related 
attacks. 

Reacting to the develop-
ment, the executive director 
of  centre for persons with 
disabilities, David Obinna 
Anyaele hailed the Abia 

State House of  Assembly 
for passage of  the bill into 
law.

Anyaele described it as 
a milestone in the lives of  
the beneficiaries as they 
would be empowered, if  it 
is signed into the Law by 
the Governor.

Umahi swears in new Ag. President,
Customary Court of Appeal
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

G
overnor David 
Umahi of  Ebonyi 
state has sworn in 

Justice Patrick Uchenna 
Uhuo as an Acting Pres-
ident, Customary Court 
of  Appeal of  the State. 
Honourable Justice Uhuo 
replaces the former occu-
pant, Honourable Justice O 
Connel Ogbonna who died 
recently. 

The swearing in ceremo-
ny took place at the State 
Executive Council Cham-
bers, Ochoudo Centenary 
City, Abakaliki. 

In his charge, Gover-
nor Umahi called on the 
new President, Customary 
Court of  Appeal to contin-

ue to assist the Chief  Judge 
in the execution of  their stat-
utory mandate as the third 
arm of  Government. 

“Let me commend the 
Acting President of  Cus-
tomary Court of  Appeal, he 
is a good man and very sup-
portive of  the Chief  Judge 
and the Judiciary.” 

While commending the 
State Judiciary for its effec-
tiveness in justice dispen-
sation, Governor Umahi 
urged them to continue to 
uphold transparency in their 
judicial undertakings. 

“We have everything in 
Ebonyi State, we only need 
to reactivate our character 
and content handed down 
to us by our forefathers.”

Ebonyi State Judiciary is 
an export commodity, I am 

very proud of  you. “Let 
me commend you and ask 
you to continue to assist the 
Chief  Judge and the entire 
Judiciary.” 

Responding, the Act-
ing President, Customary 
Court of  Appeal, Honour-
able Justice Patrick Uhuo 
thanked the Governor for 
finding him worthy to serve 
in the capacity.

 He pledged to discharge 
his duties with diligence. 
“This is a solemn ceremony 
when Ebonyi State Judici-
ary is still mourning the de-
mise of  our President, Hon-
ourable Justice .O. Connel 
Ogbonna,  “I want to thank 
the Chief  Executive of  the 
State for finding me worthy 
to serve in this capacity.”

  

USAID-IHP offers free medical health 
care in Ebonyi community
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he United States 
Agency for Inter-
national Develop-

ment (USAID-IHP) has 
offered free primary health 
care services to indigenes 
of  Omege, Umuezeokoha 
community in Ezza North 
local Government Area of  
Ebonyi State.

The programme was held 
at Omege health centre 
with great number of  vil-
lagers like pregnant women, 
nursing mothers, children, 
elderly men and women in 
attendance. 

The USAID IHP medi-
cal team took time to regis-
ter the patients, check their 
Blood Pressure, tempera-
ture, height, prescribe  drugs, 
counseling, nutrition, family 
planning, immunization, 
among others.

According to the Integrat-
ed Supportive Supervisor/
Quality Improvement Spe-
cialist, Mrs. Uduak Okum 
stated that USAID IHP has 
done a lot to improve the 
health care services in so 
many communities in Eb-
onyi State, adding that some 
patients with severe cases 
are being referred to general 
hospitals for proper medical 

treatment.
 She further noted that US-

AID IHP has built capacity 
to ensure that there is effec-
tive and efficient health care 
delivery in Ebonyi State. 

Speaking with some of  the 
beneficiaries, Mrs.Philom-
ena Nwoba, Love Omenu, 
and others expressed satis-
faction over the free medical 
services saying that it has 
gone a long way to alleviate 
their medical challenges. 

They also called on gov-
ernment to improve on the 
staff  strength of  the medical 
personnels and facilities in 
the health care centres in or-
der to save more lives.

Wahala over New Ariaria
market projet

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State Commis-
sioner for trade and 
investment, Chief  

John Okiyi Kalu has reiter-
ated the determination of  
the present administration 

in the state to complete the 
ongoing remodeling of  Ar-
iaria International Market 
in Aba.

The remodeling he said, 
are going on at A-Line 
area of  Ariaria, which are 
aimed at bringing to mar-
ket to ultra- modern stand-
ard and befitting of  inter-
national status. Okiyi who 
made these known in a re-
lease he signed, explained 
that at the commencement 
of  the remodeling and 
reconstruction at A-line, 
only 5% of  traders were 
displaced as according to 
him, the State government 
decided to do the works in 
phases.

He however noted that 
the displaced traders were 
accommodated in vacant 
spaces within the market. 
“Other areas of  the market 
are open for business with 
trading activities going on 
daily.

 “Only about 5% of  trad-
ers were initially displaced 
as a result of  the ongoing 
remodeling effort because 
we deliberately decided to 
do the work in phases.”  

“The displaced trad-
ers were accommodated 
in hitherto vacant shops 

within the same market en-
vironment.” 

He acknowledged that 
only 5% of  the areas where 
remodeling is taking place 
is presently waterlogged, as 
against the claims by some 
opposition members, that 
the entire areas have been 
overrun by flooding. Okiyi 
urged traders at the market 
to remain patient as the 
projects are close to com-
pletion. 

Meanwhile, the Abia 
State House of  Assem-
bly, Umuahia through the 
Committee on Public Pe-
titions and Complaints, 
has summoned the Com-
missioner for trade and 
investment, Chief  John 
Okiyi Kalu, Permanent 
Secretary and a director in 
his ministry, to appear be-
fore the House Committee 
concerning some demoli-
tions that were carried out 
in some shops in Aba. 

Also summoned to the 
House to explain them-
selves are the executive 
Chairmen of  Aba North 
and Aba South LGAs to 
explain some issues to the 
lawmakers about the said 
demolitions.

Health physician, Ohale, calls for collaborative
fight against Monkey Pox
By Ikenna Orioha

A 
health physician, 
Dr. Ikechi Ohale, 
has called for col-

laboration, cooperation 
and global solidarity in the 
fight against Monkey Pox.

Ohale who was reacting 
on the current outbreak 
of  the epidemic in certain 
countries of  the world in-
cluding Nigeria, told news-
men in Owerri that such 
partnership was necessary 
to contain the disease. 

He asked the govern-
ment to cue into the World 
Health Organization, 
WHO, standard of  prevent-
ing, preparedness, prompt 
notification and enforce-
ment of  public health 

measures as is the case with 
Covid-19. Dr. Ikechi Ohale, 
a Public Health Physician 
with the Imo State Uni-
versity Teaching Hospital, 
Orlu, also charged govern-
ment to strengthen their 
health system in terms of  
man power, information 
management and a very ro-
bust delivery arrangement, 
revealing that on July 23rd 
this year, WHO declared 
Monkey Pox as a public 
health emergency which 
meant that the organization 
has succeeded in raising the 
level of  global public health 
alert on the infection.

Ohale stated that though 
no animal had been iden-
tified as a reservoir of  this 
disease, saying the disease 

could be transmitted from 
animal to man and from 
man to man, noting that 
Monkey Pox has two types 
“the West African type 
which is mild and now 
ravaging the globe and the 
Central African infection 
that was recorded in the 
Democratic Republic of  
Congo in 1970”.

Ohale however remarked 
that the disease was not a 
new arrival as it affected a 
group of  Monkeys in 1950 
during a laboratory test in 
Copenhagen. 

He hinted that the virus 
that caused Small Pox in 
the 50s and 60s could cause 
Monkey Pox which is not 
as severe as the former, in-
timating that Monkey Pox 

... House summons him, LGA Chairmen over demolitions

could manifest in a way 
that causes Fever and Pains 
and after about five days the 
victim could develop typi-
cal rashes. 

According to the health 
expert, Monkey Pox has an 
incubation period of  about 
three weeks, even as it has 
low fatality rate. 

He asked people to al-
ways observe the estab-
lished protocol to prevent 
the disease as is being prac-
tised for Covid-19, adding 
that immunization and vac-
cination could prevent the 
infection.

Ohale advised people to 
desist from eating dead ani-
mals, as well as thoroughly 
cook their meat before eat-
ing.
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NDE trains 30 unemployed Abia
youths on POP, Interlocking, others

Former Anambra Governor, Chief Chukwuemeka Ezeife in a handshake with APC Presidential running mate and 
former Governor of Borno State Kashim Shettima.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he National Directo-
rate of  Employment 
(NDE) has flagged 

off  a three-month job train-
ing scheme for 30 youths in 
Abia State, aimed at making 
them self  reliant and job cre-
ators.

The program, known as 
environmental beautification 
training scheme (EBTS), is 
designed to train the youths 
in flower decorations, tree 
planting, interlocking con-
structions and designs, POP 
construction and design 
among decorative jobs.

Addressing the trainees 
at NDE building in Umua-
hia, the Director General of  
NDE, Mallam Nuhu Fikpo 
charged the 2022 set to uti-
lize every opportunity pro-

vided by the 3 months field 
trainings in becoming self  
reliant and job creators.

Fikpo, represented by the 
Abia State coordinator of  
NDE, Mr Chima Uzoma 
Ibe said NDE is in the busi-
ness of  training youths in 
Abia State and other parts of  
the country on employment, 
in line with the job creation 
agenda of  the federal govern-
ment.

Fikpo encouraged the 
trainees to concentrate on 
their field studies, as un-
scheduled visits would be 
paid to them regularly to 
monitor those serious with 
the scheme and those who 
are not serious.

He noted that the federal 
government had spent hug 
sum of  money on provid-
ing skill acquisition for the 
youths and other categories 

Imo police arrests vandals of electricity installation 
By Grace Ofurum

T
he Imo state police 
command has arrested 
some persons in con-

nection with the vandaliza-
tion  of  EEDC electrical Ca-
bles at Ugiri in Isiala Mbano 
Local Government Area of  
Imo State. This was follow-
ing several reports by the 

indigenes of  the community 
about the constant vandaliza-
tion of  the electrical installa-
tions by hoodlums which has 
resulted to continuous black-
out in the community.

 The command’s tactical 
team according to the Imo 
police command’s spokes-
man Mike Abattam had to 
carry out discreet investiga-

tion to unravel the perpetra-
tors of  this dastardly act. 

 “On 28/8/2022 at about 
1130 hours, after gathering 
credible information, the 
police operatives, supported 
by the community vigilan-
te group, arrested one John 
Johnson ‘m’ aged 24 years 
and Ekene Nwaojiji ‘m’ aged 
21 years, both natives Nde 

of  unemployed persons. 
“We will do our evaluation 

after discovering those who 
distinguished themselves 
during the three months 
training. We are going to be 
monitoring you. Abuja will 
also be monitoring you.” 
“Starter packs would be 
provided for those who are 
worthy. It is only those that 
are found worthy that would 

be resettled”, Ibe said, on be-
half  of  Fikpo.

Earlier in his address, the 
head of  special public works 
department which is in 
charge of  the environmen-
tal beautification training 
scheme, Mr Ubani Michael 
explained that one week ori-
entation programs were  ear-
lier organised for the youths 
before the flag off.

According to Ubani “these 
trainings are in three catego-
ries, soft, hard and POP. In 
soft, we train them on how 
to use flowers, trees, plants 
and other ornamental mate-
rials to decorate the environ-
ment.

In the hard category, we 
train them on how to use 
hard stones in making in-
terlocking. He went on, “in 

the POP category, we train 
them on how to install POP 
in buildings.” 

Speaking on behalf  of  the 
30 youths, Samuel Umoh 
praised the NDE for the 
skills acquisition program 
which are designed to make 
them self  reliant and job cre-
ators. He assured that they 
would utilize the opportuni-
ties in the program without 
distractions.

Achi Ebonyi Local Govern-
ment Area of  Ebonyi State 
and recovered one locally 
made Double Parrel Pistol, 
one locally made single bar-
rel Pistol, six rounds of  live 
cartridges, vandalized high 
tension electric cables, one 
saw blade and one knife from 
them”. According to the po-
lice, “preliminary investiga-
tion revealed that they are 
serial vandals, who have been 
terrorizing the community 
with other members of  their 
gang, vandalizing most of  the 
high tension cables and trans-
formers thereby putting the 
community in total black out. 

The suspects have made 
useful statements, mention-
ing those who they do sell the 
items to, after vandalizing and 
efforts are on top gear to ar-
rest both the buyers and other 
members of  the gang”.

The Commissioner of  Po-
lice, CP Mohammed Ahmed 
Barde, psc(+) who spoke on 
the issue used the opportunity 
to commend the command’s 
operatives for a job well done 
and urged  the people of  Ugiri 
in Isiala Mbano Local Gov-
ernment Area of  Imo State  
that justice will be done on 
the issue and sympathized 
with them for the trauma  the 
vandals has caused them as 
a result of  the blackout they 
suffered in the hands of  the 
vandals.  

2023: Imo PDP state constituency 
candidate assures of effective 
representation if emerged victorious
By Grace Ofurum

T
he Imo state People’s 
Democratic Party’s 
House of  Assembly 

Candidate for Ikeduru state 
constituency Barr Sun-
ny-Unachukwu John has 
assured of  his readiness to 
change the narrative and 
bring effective representa-
tion If  elected as the mem-
ber of  the state House of  As-
sembly come 2023 election.

He made this disclosure 
while speaking with news-
men during the Amaimo 
Ancient kingdom Home 
and abroad women August 
meeting held recently.

He maintained that the 
constituency has plethora of  
problems that needs proper 
attention which his election 
will address

The flagbearer disclosed 
that Ikeduru state constit-
uency lacks proper road 
network that connects com-
munities and assured of  his 
commitment toward fixing 
and constructing roads that 
will enable  easy access and 
enhance smooth running of  
economic activities in the 
communities.

He further disclosed that 
with his legislative powers, 
there will be several oppor-
tunities to train youths on 
various skills that will make 
them employable and self  
reliant.

Unachukwu noted further 
that he will ensure youth 
and women empowerment, 
as he noted that projects 
cannot advance without 
engaging the women and 
placing them in the position 
to contribute to governance 
and bring development to 
the entire constituency.

The party’s flag bearer 
who expressed dissatisfac-
tion over the current APC 
leadership decried the ne-
glect of  the plight of  the 
masses by the present ad-
ministration and assured 
that PDP taking over power 
in both the National and 
state level will bring the 
needed changes in the econ-
omy of  the country.

He disclosed that the 
current security situation 
in Imo state and the entire 
country is appalling and 
urged the present adminis-
tration to rise up to the chal-
lenge and however stated 
that PDP leadership in the 
state will address the inse-
curity challenges, usher in 
peace and stability.

The legal practitioner 
who hails from Iho Dimeze 
of  Ikeduru LGA says he 
would also encourage farm-
ers by introducing modern 
and mechanized Agricultur-
al practices that will boost 
food production in the area.
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Police promote 39 officers from DSP to SP 
rank in Anambra 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

T
hirty nine Police of-
ficers have been pro-
moted from the rank 

of  Deputy Superintendent of  
Police (DSP) to the rank of  
Superintendent of  Police (SP), 
in Anambra State. The pro-
motion ceremony took place 
at the State Police Headquar-
ters Amawbia, on Wenesday. 

Addressing the officers, the 
State Police Commissioner, 
CP Echeng Echeng, warned 
that the command under his 
watch, will not tolerate any 
form of  indolence from errant 
officers. 

The commissioner said the 
Inspector General of  Police, 
Alkali Baba was working hard 
to reposition the force, and 
that in Anambra State, he is 

not relenting to ensure that all 
personnel of  the force in the 
command conformed with 
the goal of  attaining a reposi-
tioned force.

 “According to him, today, 
we are here to decorate 39 
of  you, who were promoted 
from DSP to SP. The IGP 
deemed you fit for this promo-
tion, after the approval of  the 
Police Service Commission. 
“These authorities have all 
your details, and have looked 
into your efforts in the force 
and found you worthy to be 
promoted. “You may receive 
new postings from today, and 
wherever your posting takes 
you to, you need to serve the 
police well. The force will not 
tolerate it any form of  ill be-
haviours from you. What the 
IG has been doing through 
promotion and other welfare 

packages is to ensure that your 
morale is high, so we will not 
tolerate less from you.” 

The command’s spokesper-
son, DSP Ikenga Tochukwu, 
who moderated the decora-
tion exercise, stated that the 
high number of  promoted of-
ficers from Anambra showed 
that the efforts of  men and 
officers of  the command in 
the fight against crime has not 
gone unnoticed.

“The promotion also shows 
that Anambra State Police 
command is firm. Despite 
the security challenges, we 
are witnessing promotions in 
Anambra. “This shows that 
our efforts have not gone un-
noticed. We are ever ready to 
fight crime and ensure safety 
in Anambra State, and the 
promotion will spur us fur-
ther,” Ikenga said.
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iquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG), Lone of the numerous gas products, 
is a byproduct of the refinement of 

crude oil produced during oil refining or 
extracted during the natural  gas 
production process. Generally, in 
Nigeria, gas products are struggling to 
gain widespread acceptance but LPG 
stands out as a popular product widely 
used in the country.

Its popularity in the country is due to 
its utilization as a fuel for cooking in 
various homes. In 2021, the federal 
government said an estimated five percent 
of the country's population relies on 
cooking gas for domestic purposes, a 
figure that does not come close to 
justifying the country's gas potential.

Ranked 9th globally, Nigeria has the 
largest proven gas reserve in Africa. The 
country's gas reserve is so large that 
analysts claim its flared gas alone can 
power Trinidad and Tobago, a country 
with a population of 1.4 million people, 
for a year.

So it came as no surprise when on the 
29th  of  March 2021 the  Federal 
Government declared the 'decade of gas'.

Announcing the initiative, President 
Muhamadu Buhari said it was in line with 
his administration's resolve to prioritize 
the utilization and development of gas. 
The President's announcement indicated 
that the country was set to fully 
implement the contents of the National 
Gas Policy approved by the Federal 
Executive Council in 2017.

Foremost among the flagship policies 
to achieve this is the National LPG 
Expansion Programme which seeks to 
increase the domestic utilization of LPG. 
During this period, the country's energy 
mix for cooking was firewood, 60 
percent; kerosene, 30 percent; charcoal, 5 
percent, and LPG, 5 percent. “The 
Government's ambition is to reverse that 
and change that 5 percent for LPG to 90 
percent in 10 years,” the country's Vice 
President, Yemi Osinbajo explained in 
June.

Osinbajo, who stated this at the 
opening of a two-day National LPG 
sensitization and awareness campaign, 
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  e f f e c t i v e 
implementation of the policy would move 
Nigerians away from using cooking fuel 
that is harmful to health and the 
environment to LPG, which he described 
as a “cleaner and more efficient energy.”

To achieve this, the Vice President said 
the federal government would adopt 4As 
–  A c c e s s i b i l i t y,  A c c e p t a b i l i t y, 
Affordability, and Availability. Barely a 
year after, the number of  Nigerian 
households that rely on LPG for cooking, 
rather than increased, continues to thin 

out due to the incessant rise in its price.
Amid the Federal Government's 

N250bn intervention funds on the 
National Gas Expansion Plan, which 
intends to deepen usage across the 
country, data from the Nigerian Bureau of 
Statistics said on a year-on-year basis, 
price of refilling a 12.5kg cylinder of 
Liquefied Petroleum Gas, also known as 
cooking gas, increased by 122 per cent 
from N4,422 in July 2021.

According to Group Chief Executive 
Officer, the Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation, Mele Kyari, more than 70 
per cent of the over 200 million Nigerian 
population lacked access to clean cooking 
fuels.

Nigeria has proven gas reserves of 
206.53TCF with plans to grow its 
reserves to 600TCF.

This is as households struggle amid 
rising inflation and declining incomes. 
Inflation is nearly 20 per cent, with the 
dollar-naira exchange rate over N670/$ at 
the parallel market where the majority of 
importers and manufacturers source their 
greenbacks. The NBS said incomes of 67 
per cent households declined in August 
2020 as against 2019.

The statistics body has not released 
data on household incomes since then, 
but the rising inflation is an indication 
that incomes are becoming increasingly 
worthless in Africa's most populous 
nation, experts said.

We therefore, align with Sheriffdeen 
Tella, a professor of economics in her 
s u b m i s s i o n  t h a t  g o v e r n m e n t ' s 
intervention was quickly needed to bring 
down costs of the product for the sake of 
the poor masses.

“The astronomical increase in the 
price of  cooking gas will further 
aggravate poverty situation in the 
country. Cooking gas is not a luxury, it is a 
necessity. It is bad enough that we are 
grappling with high food inflation, and 
now there is an additional burden of an 
escalating cost of means of cooking the 
food. So, for the average Nigerians and 
the poor, this is an added burden, and 
obviously, the impact on poverty will be 
very profound. It has implications for 
hunger, food security, and things like this 
have a way of creating social tension in 
the country.

“Many households have even resorted 
to the use of firewood, charcoal, and all 
of these are not consistent with the 
current policy on deforestation, and 
climate change. So, it is very important 
that urgent steps are taken to intervene in 
br inging  down the  cost .  This  i s 
particularly very important because of the 
impact of the high cost on the poor,”
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Addressing rising gas price
amidst falling income



ast week, the Nigerian LBar Association held its 
6 2 n d  A n n u a l 

Convent ion  t i t l ed ,  “Bold 
Transitions,” and brought 
presidential candidates of  some 
political parties to unveil the 
path they might be taking 
N i g e r i a  i f  t h e y  b e c a m e 
President of  Nigeria in 2023.

Both former Vice President 
Atiku Abubakar and former 
Anambra State Governor Peter 
Obi, respective presidential 
candidates of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party and Labour 
Party, pointed out that Nigeria, 
under the current dispensation, 
is practically a failed state.

Understandably, Kashim 
Shettima, speaking on behalf  of  
his principal, Bola Tinubu, of  
All Progressives Congress, 
ignored that part. The current 
underwhelmingly performing 
government is of  their party.

T h e  t r i o  r e s p e c t ive ly 
submitted that the road to 
resolving Nigeria's seemingly 
intractable issues is in unity and 
restructuring; vision, character 
and competence; and the track 
record of  those who aspire to be 
president.

These are par t  of  the 
b o u q u e t  o f  i s s u e s  t h a t 
practically every Nigerian has 
identified but which the sundry 
governments of  Nigeria have 
somewhat failed to address. 
Each Nigerian government acts 
clueless.

Someone says the problem 
of  Nigeria is not in the failure of  
e ve r y o n e,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e 
government, to acknowledge the 
myriad problems aff licting 
Nigeria. It's more the lack of  the 
political will to implement the 
same.

Shettima boasted about 
Lagos State, once run by Tinubu 
as governor, and Borno State 
where he was governor. Not a 
few observers concluded that, 
despite what they considered to 

be his wardrobe malfunction, 
Shettima gave a good delivery.

Looks like the cacophony 
against APC's Muslim-Muslim 
presidential ticket is thinning 
out. Maybe critics are reserving 
their worst bile till when the 
campaign proper star ts in 
September 2022. The Tinubu-
Shettima camp had better be 
prepared.

Shettima's more significant 
faux pas was in trying to share 
responsibilities between himself, 
w h o m  h e  s ay s  w i l l  f a c e 
insecurity issues because of  his 
experience with Boko Haram in 
Borno State, and Tinubu, whose 
professional antecedents qualify 
him to run the economy. Talk of  
counting your eggs before they 
are hatched.

N o  o n e  i s  s u r e  t h a t 
Shettima has the mandate of  his 
principal to make a policy 
statement on how the Tinubu 
presidential cabinet will run. 
Tinubu is known to encourage 
robus t  deba te  in  mak ing 
government decisions.

Yet others are not exactly 
enamoured of  Tinubu's track 
record, which they claim has 
been marred by graft, that one 
must admit has never been 
proven or confirmed by a 
competent court of  jurisdiction. 
The allegations are no more 
than allegations.

Though many of  Tinubu's 
c r i t i c s  a r g u e  t h a t  t a x 
consultants, Alpha Beta, is the 
instrument that he uses to milk 
the resources of  Lagos State, his 
supporters counter that his 
Alpha Beta, consultants to 
Lagos State Government is 
currently helping many other 
states to ramp up Internally 
Generated Revenue.

Some sceptics snigger at 
Vice President Abubakar's pitch 
for restructuring Nigeria as a red 
herring and he's not quite 
sincere. They keep reminding 
anyone who cares to listen that a 

certain Intel Company diverted 
a  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h u n k  o f  
Federation revenue, from the 
ports, into his personal coffers.

The Intel deal, which has 
already suffered a deathly blow 
under the current President, 
Major General Muhammadu 
Buhari (retd.), may have a 
chance of  being revived if  the 
restructuring that he is talking 
about comes to be.

Critics think Abubakar will 
make good his stated intention 
to offload Nigeria's assets to his 
friends. They also worry about 
his records as a serving customs 
officer who bought taxis to do 
t ranspor t  bus iness  across 
Nigeria's border.

As for ex-Governor Obi, 
they keep referring to Anambra 
State funds that he allegedly 
invested to resuscitate what they 
refer to as the drowning business 
of  his family. They also think his 
deployment of  what they regard 
as his sometimes questionable 
statistics could be misleading.

His supporters, who claim 
that the investment is more in 
the figment of  the imagination 
of  his critics, also argue that 
Obi's “fact droplets” should be 
commended for,  a t  leas t , 
d i r e c t i n g  e l e c t i o n e e r i n g 
discourse along the lines of  
issues.

Obi's somewhat rebellious 
revolutionary supporters have a 
momentum that is practically 
independent of  their candidate. 
They are on autopilot, with no 
patience, even with Obi himself. 
They seem poised to compel 
him to run even if  he doesn't 
want to run anymore.

A l l  t h e s e  g r o u s e s 
demonstrate that despite the 
grand posturing of  the three 
most prominent presidential 
candidates, each one has an 
Achilles heel that the opponents 
can use to score political points 
against them.

But the Nigerian electorate 

is stuck and must choose from 
amongst these candidates in the 
p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  o f  
February 2023. Things are 
l o o k i n g  l i k e  2 0 1 5  w h e n 
Nigerians were stuck between 
“ko da” and “ko sun won”—bad 
and not-so-good.

The  p r imar ie s  o f  the 
political parties have been 
concluded and Nigerians have 
no other choices outside the 18 
presidential candidates that have 
emerged. Nigeria's Constitution 
has no room for Independent 
Candidates.

Recall that Section 161(c) 
of  Nigeria's Constitution insists 
that no one can be a presidential 
candidate unless he is a member 
of  a political party and the 
political party nominates him as 
a presidential candidate.

The mischievous may add 
that Subsections 161(a) and 
161(b), which respectively 
require that the candidate 
should be a citizen of  Nigeria 
and should have been educated 
up to at least a School Certificate 
or its equivalent, have probably 
been held in the breach in recent 
times.

The presidential candidates 
seem to realise that Nigerians 
are more interested in issue-
based campaigns, which Bayo 
O n a n u g a ,  C a m p a i g n 
Communications Director of  
t h e  T i n u b u  C a m p a i g n 
O r g a n i s a t i o n ,  h a s 
acknowledged.

Candidates,  who have 
recognised this reality and 
accept to play by the rules, 
should be congratulated. But 
Nigerians and the media must 
ensure that the candidates do 
not derail from this path.

S o m e b o d y  s a y s 
restructuring is the one-size-fits-
a l l  so lut ion for  Niger ia ' s 
problems. Every effort must be 
made to convince those who do 
not believe in restructuring to 
buy into this ultimate necessity.

Restructuring should be a 

c a m p a i g n  i s s u e  a n d  n o 
presidential candidate must be 
allowed to dodge it. Each 
candidate should tell Nigerians 
his attitude to restructuring, as 
t h e  m e d i a  m u s t  m a k e 
restructuring a cornerstone of  
the presidential campaign.

A l s o ,  p r e s i d e n t i a l 
candidates must commit to 
ensuring that the government 
they will run will reward good 
behaviour and sanction bad 
behaviour. They should commit 
to not condoning impunity and 
disregard for the rule of  law.

Not even those who break 
traffic regulations should be 
allowed to escape. Sanctions 
must be swift, appropriate and 
sure. No sinner must be allowed 
to go unpunished. Everyone 
must be made to carry his can.

A n d  y e s ,  t h e  m o s t 
fundamental economic policy 
that has to be made is to 
r econs t r uc t  the  Nige r ian 
electricity supply system so that 
every household and economic 
entity will have a regular supply 
of  electricity.

All those principalities and 
powers that hang onto the 
coattails of  the electricity supply 
value chain must be removed. 
There can't be any room for 
economic parasites in the 
generat ing,  t ransmiss ion, 
distributing and allied sub-
sec tors  o f  the  e lec t r i c i ty 
business.

Those, who lack financial 
and technical competencies but 
bought the Gencos and Discos, 
must be excused so that those 
with the requisite competencies 
can take over and switch those 
companies to the efficient and 
effective mode.

Time wasters, who distract 
Nigerians with unprofitable 
content, should discharge their 
folly elsewhere. And, ahem, 
presidential candidates who fail 
to address the frustrations of  
Nigerian youths must be sent to 
political Golgotha.
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By Lekan Sote

Of restructuring, competence and track record 

Obi Atiku Tinubu
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News Analysis

omething new is happening in 

SNigeria. The tectonic plates 
are shifting. The analysts are 

adjusting their seats. The tremors 
are being felt. It is like Poseidon 
rising from the sea. It seems that the 
bottled anger and frustrations of  the 
o p p r e s s e d ,  e x p l o i t e d  a n d 
marginalised Nigerian youth is 
being channelled into political 
action, for the first time in the 
history of  our country. All at the 
instance of  one man, who came 
preaching the political gospel of  
i n t e g r i t y ,  p r o b i t y  a n d 
incorruptibility, in a country 
notorious for corruption, political 
simony and kleptocracy at all levels 
of  government and governance.

This man is Mr Peter Gregory 
Obi, a 60-year-old former governor 
of  Anambra State, a Nigerian state 
in the South-east of  the country. Mr 
Obi, a business man, and banker, 
came into political prominence as 
an unwilling politician. He was 
virtually drafted by the elites of  his 
home state, Anambra, to come 
salvage a state laid prostrate by a 
vested thieving cabal, running a 
prebendal and neo-feudal politics, 
popularly known as Godfatherism 
in Nigerian parlance.

Godfatherism is the system 
whereby a group of  wealthy robber-
baronial crooks, capture a state for 
their own profit. This they do by 
sponsoring a politician into office, 
and leaning on him with mafiosi 
tactics to make sure that the 
government official then channels a 
percentage of  the state's resources 
and monthly allocation into their 
bank accounts. The percentage is so 
h i g h  t h a t  m o s t  s t a t e s  w i t h 
godfathers are no longer able to pay 
the salaries of  their workers, or 
embark on any serious project to 
better the lives of  their people. The 
states are run at the good pleasure of  
these cabals. The political office 
holders become dogs, and the 
puppet masters hold the leash ad 
nauseam.

Anambra State  was held 
h o s t a ge  b y  a  c a b a l  f o r  t wo 
administrations, which culminated 
i n  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h i s  c a b a l 
kidnapping a sitting governor and 
forcing him virtually at gunpoint to 
resign his office.

Peter Obi ran for the Anambra 
State governorship election in 2003 
o n  t h e  p l a t f o r m  o f  t h e  A l l 
Progressives  Grand All iance 
(APGA), a Nigerian political party. 
He won the election but was rigged 
out by the Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) and i t s  godfathers  in 
Anambra State, who had fielded Dr 
Chris Ngige as the governor. Mr 
Obi, a dogged fighter and firm 
believer in the rule of  law, headed to 
the courts. He was frustrated every 
inch of  the way, as the case dragged 
on for three years, during which the 
usurper of  that post held office for 
three of  the four-year tenure 
s t i p u l a t e d  b y  t h e  N i g e r i a n 
constitution. Obi won the case and 
was rightly declared winner of  the 
election on the 15th of  March, 2006. 

He took office on the 17th of  March, 
2006.

Scarcely had he settled in, 
exactly eight months into his tenure, 
than he was impeached by the State 
House of  Assembly populated by 
t h e  m a n d a r i n s  o f  t h e  s a m e 
godfathers who had initially stolen 
his mandate. That was on the 2nd of  
November, 2006. His crime was the 
accussation of  saving state money 
without the permission of  the 
House of  Assembly. They replaced 
him with his deputy, Mrs Virgy 
Etiaba, the first woman to become a 
governor in Nigeria. Obi headed for 
the courts again, successfully 
challenged his impeachment, and 
was reinstated as governor on the 
9th of  February, 2007 by the Court 
of  Appeal sitting in Enugu.

Obi had to leave office again on 
the 29th of  May, 2007, following the 
general elections, in which Andy 
Ubah was declared winner of  the 
state gubernatorial election. He 
returned to the courts once more, 
with the contention that the four-
year tenure he had won in the 2003 
elections only started to run when 
he took office in March 2006. On the 
14th of  June, 2007, the Supreme 
Court of  Nigeria sided with his 
contention, and returned him to 
office to complete his tenure, which 
the  Cour t  he ld  should  have 
remained undisturbed till March, 
2010. This set a precedent in 
Nigerian legal history. Mr Obi hit 
the ground running after being 
restored in office, after the Court 
had asserted that his tenure actually 
began on the day he reclaimed his 
mandate, and not the conventional 
four-year electoral cycles.

His government was noted for 

the frugal management of  state 
resources. He plugged all the 
loopholes through which the state 
was haemorrhaging money into 
corrupt channels. He was able to pay 
and clear the arrears of  debts, 
salaries, pensions and gratuities 
owned civil servants in the state. He 
was also able to invest in education, 
equipping all High schools in the 
state with computers, improving 
teachers and students' welfare; so 
much that his state that lagged 
behind in WAEC (West Africa 
E x a m i n a t i o n  C o u n c i l 
Examinations) became first in 
Nigeria. He returned the schools to 
the church institutions that owned 

them, and was directly on hand to 
take up their problems and ensure a 
speedy resolution. He invested and 
wisely managed Anambra State's 
resources, and saved up a huge 
capital base for his state. He became 
the first governor in Nigeria's history 
to leave money he saved up for his 
successor. He saved up to N75 
billion, which he handed over to his 
successor. This was a first in Nigeria. 
He did two terms of  four years each 
in office and handed over on 17th 
March 2014.

On leaving office, he became a 
Special Adviser on Finance, to the 
then Nigerian President Goodluck 
Jonathan. He vied for the office of  
the Vice President under the 
platform of  the PDP in 2019, but he 
and his principal then, Atiku 
Abubakar, lost to the incumbent 
President Muhammadu Buhari. He 
was in the PDP, which has been 
Nigeria's main opposition party 
since 2015, till a few weeks ago. He 
was among the frontrunners for the 
party's presidential primary ticket. 
He had to leave the PDP because he 
refused to bribe delegates with 
dol la rs  to  vote  for  h im.  He 
decamped to the Labour Party, 
which welcomed him with open 
arms and offered him its presidential 
ticket.

Prior to the PDP primaries, 
N i g e r i a n  y o u t h s  o r g a n i s e d 
themselves and staged a protest 
action before the PDP secretariat, 
asking the PDP delegates to give 
them Peter Obi as their presidential 
candidate, since he is the man 
without traces of  corruption to his 
name, as well as the candidate who 
speaks to the crucial issues. PDP is 
alleged to have succumbed to the 
p r e s s u r e s  o f  t h e  m a s s i v e 
dollarisation bribery during its 
primaries, a process Peter Obi is said 
to have refused adamantly to 
participate in, stating that he would 
rather lose doing the right thing, 
than win doing the wrong thing. 
This resonated deeply with Nigerian 
youths, who are now driving a 
massive movement to get him 
elected as Nigeria's president come 
2023.

This man has in a few months 
ushered in a new narrative into the 
Nigerian pol i t ical  discourse, 
enroute to the 2023 Nigerian 
presidential election. His resonance 
has been unprecedented, even 
though the major political parties 
have now woken up to attempt 
throwing the kitchen sink at him.

In a few short weeks, his 
entrance into presidential politics 
has thrown up a volunteering fever 
that Nigeria has never seen before. 
Youths are volunteering to his 
campaign in droves. Some are using 
their own money to print campaign 
materials for him, and distributing 
them. Many others are designing 
online campaigns and deploying the 
power of  the internet to push his 
vision. Every word that emanates 
from him is trending ad infinitum in 
the Nigerian cyberspace. Nigerian 
comedians are pillorying other 
candidates with incinerating jibes 
issuing from Peter Obi's analysis of  
the Nigerian state. His words like 'I 
will not give anyone a cent to vote 
for me', has been translated into the 
Nigerian street-speak, “I no dey give 
Shishi”, which is a version of  pidgin 
English. Campaign slogans like 
“Peter is better”, “Peter will 
prevail”, and many others, are 
currently trending in the Nigerian 
cyberspace.

The major political parties are 
criticising Obi's chances, with the 
claims that he has no structure to 
win the presidency. 'Structure' in 
Nigerian political parlance, is the 
network of  party acolytes, and 
entrenched interests, who determine 
what happens at the local level. In 
Nigeria's political conceptual 
scheme, structure is a blackhole of  
political henchmen, who are ready 
to rig, and steal votes for their 
candidates, as several Nigerian 
elections have shown. Peter Obi 
countered by telling them that over 
100 million poor Nigerians, who are 
not sure where the next meal is 
coming from, are his structure. And 
this message is seriously resonating 
with the people.

To this end, there has been a 
massive and unprecedented drive by 
first time voters registering to vote. It 
is so massive that some Christian 
churches have excluded some of  
their members from church services 
until they get registered to vote. And 
almost all of  these first-time voters 
are massively in support of  Peter 
Obi. Most of  the agitations in 
South-east and South-west Nigeria 
have taken the back-bench at this 
time. Peter Obi is the trending issue.

Something new is in the offing 
in Nigeria. We are not yet sure in 
which direction this wind is 
blowing. But one thing is certain, 
Peter Obi has woken up the massive 
energies of  the Nigerian youth. And 
they are  now propel l ing  his 
campaign. One of  them told me this 
mor ning that  Peter  Obi  is  a 
movement, and we the Nigerian 
youth are his structure.

Is this going to be the end of  
prebendal politics in Nigeria, that 
would free Nigeria from the 
captivity of  the cabal that has been 
holding her hostage since 1960?

Only time will tell.

Peter Obi: Are we on the verge of a
new Nigeria? 

By Onyemaechi Ogbunwezeh
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 Clan Chief Prof. Chimezie Kingsley (KSC), Ebubemba Ikeduru at the
burial of Late Nneoma Felicia Lebechi Umezuru (nee Nduka), at Umuokpo,

Umukparo, Mballa Isuochi in Umunneochi LGA of Abia State.



he Obi of  HRH Igwe TInnocent  Elochukwu 
Obodoakor, was agog 

with festivities yesterday in 
Agulu, in celebration of  the new 
yam harvest according to the 
yearly traditional calendar.  The 
ceremony symbolizes the climax 
of  the harvesting season, which in 
this case involves the chief  crop, 
yam and also serves as an avenue 
for get-together among families, 
relatives and friends to appreciate 
the abundance of  life and success. 
Leading the royal and traditional 
rites to welcome the new yam in 
Agulu, Igwe Obodoakor thanked 
all invited guests and prayed for 
the peace of  the community, state 
and nation. Flanked by his wife, 
Ocheze Mary Obodoakor, the 
traditional ruler was hopeful that 
Agulu will witness another round 
of  celebration in grandeur come 
next year.

The national coordinator of  
Association of  People Living 
with Sickle Cell Disorder, and 
director of  Sickle Cell Orphanage 
and Underprivileged Home 
Agulu,  Mrs Aisha Edward 

he deputy governor of  TImo state Prof. Placid 
N j o k u  h a s  t a s k e d 

women to continue to support 
the  development  of  their 
community by discussing  issues 
that would positively chart the 
cause of  their their families and 
the  community in general 
during their annual August 
meeting.

The deputy governor stated 
this while speaking in his 
hometown during the Home 
and abroad August meeting of  
Aladinma women in Amaimo 
Ancient Kingdom of  Ikeduru 
LGA.

T h e  d e p u t y  g o ve r n o r 
accompanied by his wife, Dr. 
Bola noted that the state has 
w i t n e s s e d  t r e m e n d o u s 
development in the area of  road 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  a n d 
reconstruction, especially the 
Owerri-Okigwe Road, among 

others and informed the women 
that the lingering problem over 
the Traditional Prime Minister 
position in the area has been 
resolved.

The wife of  the deputy 
governor, Dr. Bola Njoku who 
was honoured with an award of  
"Oso di eme 1" of  Amaimo 
Ancient  Kingdom by the 
women, expressed delight for 
the award of  recognition given 
to her and urged them to sustain 
the unity existing among them, 
just as she urged them to always 
be part of  the wife of  the 
governor's welfare programmes 
for women in the state. 

In a welcome address, the 
president of  the women, Mrs. 
Phil Anyanwu had among 
information and requests, 
a p p e a l e d  f o r  s u p p o r t  i n 
completing their secretariat 
complex and assisting indigent 
women among them as part of  
t h e i r  p r o g r a m  f o r  t h e 

community.
The Traditional ruler of  the 

community, HRM Eze Godwin 
Ehirim Nwaebo also urged the 
women as a veritable part of  the 
family to assist their husbands in 
the upbringing and education of  
their children, this he said will 
make up for a good community.

He also advised that parents 
and the youths should be 
patr iot ic  and ensure they 
contribute to governance by 
casting their votes that will elect 
leaders who will make the 
country and the state better.

Earlier, the Traditional 
Prime Minister of  Amaimo 
Ancient kingdom High chief  
Justin Nwabueze Awurum who 
received an award by the women 
as the Omereaha 1 of  Amaimo 
Ancient kingdom thanked the 
women for their contribution 
t owa r d s  t h e  g r ow t h  a n d 
development of  the community. 
The prime Minister who has 
become instrumental to the 

development of  the community 
with his philanthropic nature  
pledged to continue to support 
the women and the entire 
community to make it a pride in 
the entire Ikeduru clan. Also 
speaking a son of  the community 
and a councilor hopeful Mr 
Kennedy Anozie thanked the 
women for their contribution so 
far and urged them never to 
relent in promoting peace and 
Unity in the entire ancient 
kingdom. He also reminded the 
women to support his political 
ambition, this he said will endear 
him to contribute meaningfully 
to governance and attract 

dividends of  democracy to the 
area.

The president general of  
Amaimo Ancient Kingdom, 
Prince Emma Alaribe thanked 
God for the success of  the annual 
August meeting and noted that 
the community would not 
experience total development 
w i t h o u t  t h e  s u p p o r t  a n d 
contribution of  the women.  He 
equally appreciated the deputy 
governor of  Imo state who 
graced the occasion and thanked 
h i m  f o r  h i s  i m m e n s e 
contribution to the growth of  the 
community.

Maduagwu, was handy and in 
celebration mood too, as she 
happily joined millions of  ndi 
Agulu at home and diaspora to 
celebrate the coming of  the new 
yam. 

A special recognition was 
a c c o r d e d  t h e  S i c k l e  C e l l 
Orphanage and Underprivileged 
H o m e  A g u l u  w h e n  M r s 
Maduagwu was given the floor to 
highlight her mission which was 
done to the applause of  everyone 
g a t h e r e d ,  i t  i n c l u d e s  t h e 
eradication of  sickle cell disease 
and a structural welfare support 
for vulnerable sickle cell children.

The occasion was attended by 
prominent individuals from all 
walks of  life, and includes 
traditional rulers, as the Igwe's of  
Obeledu, Neni, Umuawulu, were 
s i g h t e d  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  
brotherhood and solidarity. The 
ceremony also afforded the Igwe 
Agulu the opportunity to exercise 
his rights and bestow traditional 
titles on some worthy individuals 
w h o m  h a d  c o n t r i b u t e d 
immensely to the progress and 
development of  Agulu. There 
were ample displays of  cultural 
and traditional entertainment, 
with the high point being the 

reward of  the best yam farmers, 
according to a competition where 
the biggest tubers were scaled and 
selected.

Whi le  commending  the 
Association, Igwe Obodoakor 
also rallied support for the 
Orphaned sickle cell children in 
tune with his resolve to be an 
accommodating father and 
strong advocate against sickle cell 
disorder. He also reiterated the 
decision of  the traditional ruling 
council which he chairs, to 
apportion three plots of  land in 
Agulu, for the establishment of  a 
sickle cell center, a project so 
desirous in the heart of  the people 
living with sickle cell disorder.

In show of  appreciation, 
Aisha accompanied by her 
husband, Edozie Maduagwu, 
prostrated before the traditional 
ruler and prayed for his never 
ending reign. Onowu Agulu, 
Chief  Paulinus Aniagbaso also 
bestowed his blessings. The 
project will kickstart effectively 
soon to give vehemence on the 
combined onslaught against the 
dreaded sickle cell disease. Other 
speakers at the occasion include 
Ide Agulu, Chief  Dan Ogbuefi 
who has been consistent with his 
supports to assist sickle cell 
children.
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New Yam festival: Sickle Cell group honoured
in Anambra
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe 
Awka 

2022 Amaimo August meeting: Imo
Deputy Governor charges women
on community development
BY Grace Oforum

Some of the Sickle cell children in a pose with Aisha, the Director during the Agulu
new yam festival in Anambra
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Army denies extra-judicial killing in Imo
community

By Jennifer John 

T
he Nigerian Army has 
denied a report that 
its personnel engaged 

in extra judicial killing and 
maiming of  people at Orsu 
Local Government Area of  
Imo State.

In a press statement by by 
the Director, Army Public 
Relations, Brigadier General 
Onyema Nwachukwu, the 
Nigerian Army said the two 
men gunned down by its op-
eratives were members of  the 
Eastern Security Network 
(ESN), the armed wing of  the 
Indigenous People of  Biafra 
(IPOB)

The press statement read: 
“Troops of  Headquarters 
82 Division Nigerian Army, 
made up of  troops of  34 Ar-
tillery Brigade, in conjunc-
tion with troops of  Nigerian 
Navy, Air Force and other se-
curity agencies, on Tuesday, 
August 30, 2022, neutralized 
two combatants of  the pro-
scribed Indigenous People of  

Biafra (IPOB) and its militant 
wing Eastern Security Net-
work (ESN), along Eke Ututu 
- Ihitte Nansa road, in Orsu 
Local Government Area of  
Imo State. 

“The troops encountered 
the dissidents while carrying 
out a raid operation around 
the general area of  Orsu Ihitte 
Ukwa and Ihitte Nansa. The 
neutralized members had tak-
en position to launch one of  
their primed rocket launch-
ers, when they were engaged 
and taken out by the vigilant 
troops.

“The fearless troops were 
unhurt, as Improvised Explo-
sive Devices (IED) deployed 
by the irredentists exploded at 
Eke Ututu Market, destroy-
ing some of  the shops in the 
market. “Eke Ututu market 
has recently become a flash 
point as dissidents often am-
bush troops using explosives 
and fire arms from within 
and around the market, while 
troops are on routine patrol. 

“After the incident, the 

New Ariaria market in Aba under construction is subject to controversy amongst state government, traders and opposi-
tion party

Explosive Ordnance Device 
(EOD) team recovered sever-
al Improvised Explosive De-
vices (IED) planted along the 
road, as well as locally fabri-
cated rocket launchers”.

The statement added that 
troops will continue to ensure 
there is no safe haven for all 
criminal elements operating 
around Orsu and Orsumoghu 
general area.

BRAIN DRAIN: Nigeri-
ans 3rd highest foreign doc-
tors in UK, as 6,068 doctors 
migrate under Buhari

No fewer than 6,068 med-
ical doctors moved to the 
United Kingdom since Pres-
ident Muhammadu Buhari 
assumed office in 2015.

According to data obtained 
from the General Medical 

Council of  the United King-
dom, the total number of  Ni-
geria-trained doctors who mi-
grated to the UK as of  August 
30, 2022 stood at 10,096.

Nigerian doctors who got 
medical qualifications in 
schools outside the country 
are not included in the data.

The data revealed that 233 
Nigerian doctors passed the 
examination to practice in the 
UK in 2015. The number in-
creased to 279 in 2016, while 
the figure was 475 in 2017. In 
2018, the figure rose to 852 
while it further increased to 
1,347 in 2019. In 2020, the 
figure was 833 despite the fact 
that the GMC closed opera-
tions during the COVID-19 
pandemic. The figure for 2021 
was put at 932. So far in 2022, 

the data revealed that 1,107 
Nigerian-trained doctors have 
been licensed to practice.

Presently, Nigeria has the 
third highest number of  for-
eign doctors working in the 
UK after India and Pakistan.

In an interview on Tuesday, 
the Publicity Secretary of  the 
Nigerian Association of  Res-
ident Doctors, Alfa Yusuf, 
described brain drain as a 
menace bedeviling the health 
sector.

Yusuf  expressed fear that it 
may get to a stage where Ni-
geria will have to be scouting 
for doctors in the country.

He said, “The only way 
to solve this is for the gov-
ernment to come up with a 
policy to address brain drain: 
good remuneration, hazard 
allowance paid as and when 
due and introduction of  tax 
rebate, especially to health 
care workers.

 “They should also give 
packages that entice our doc-
tors to other countries. They 
should look at packages that 
will make our doctors stay in 
the country and not go else-
where.”

The President of  the Ni-
geria Medical Association, 
Uche Ojinma, had, in an ear-
lier interview noted that the 
brain drain being witnessed 
in the country would worsen 
the health sector.

The Minister of  Health, 
Ehanire Osagie, had claimed 
that Nigeria has enough doc-
tors.Osagie, however, could 
not be reached for comments 
as calls and messages sent to 
him via his known telephone 
number were unanswered.

Other popular destinations 
for Nigeria-trained doctors 
include the United States, 
Canada, Qatar, Saudi Arabia 
and Australia.

Aviation fuel scarcity may stall NAF operations 
- Air Marshall Amao warns

T
he Chief  of  Air Staff, 
Air Marshall Isiaka 
Oladayo Amao, has 

expressed discontent over 
the current challenges of  
JET A-1 (aviation fuel) scar-
city, saying if  the situation 
persists it could adversely 
affect NAF air operations in 
the country.

Air Marshall Amao stated 
this while delivering a pa-
per titled “Management of  
Emerging Air Threat: 

Implications for Strength-
ening Governance in Nige-
ria” as part of  the activities 
marking Senior Executive 
Course (SEC) 44 Defence 
Week of  the National In-
stitute of  Policy and Stra-
tegic Study (NIPSS) Kuru, 
Plateau State, current sales 
for JET A-1 stand at N950 
per litre, as opposed to the 
N360 per litre appropriated 

in the NAF 2022 budget.
According to him, the 

current cost, and the impli-
cation was far beyond the 
NAF budgetary provision 
in which NAF requires the 
Federal Government to 
quickly intervene to ensure 
safe air operations in the 
country.

He stated that the way 
out of  the predicament as 
an interim measure is for 
the federal government 
to grant NAF operation-
al licenses and provide the 
necessary infrastructure to 
independently import and 
bridge the aviation fuel scar-
city by the first quarter of  
2023.

Air Marshall Amao fur-
ther advised that to cushion 
the scarcity, a coastal recep-
tion depot could be built for 

the NAF as an immediate 
measure, where special 
trucks would move the fuel 
from the reception depot to 
operation units.

On airport security, the 
Chief  of  Air Staff  said the 
Nigeria Air Force coordi-
nates with the other airport 
security agencies, adding 
that the NAF Special Op-
erations Force and Quick 
Response unit have been 
responding to the emerging 
threats across the country.

“NAF has consolidat-
ed the security of  interna-
tional airports through the 
activities of  Mobile Field 
Defence Teams that are de-
ployed at the airports,” he 
said.

To mitigate challenges 
militating against robust 
airspace management, Air 
Marshall Amao recom-

mended that the federal 
government should com-
mence implementation of  
the military component of  
the TRACON project by 
the third quarter of  2023.

On internal threats, the 
Air Force boss said the re-
port indicated that some 
arms used to perpetuate 
insecurity in Nigeria came 
from the various conflict 
zones in the sub-region cou-
pled with the proliferation 
of  small arms.

The Chief  of  Air Staff  
pointed out that the MoU 
between the Nigeria Air 
Force and the Nigeria Air 
Space Management Agency 
is currently being reviewed 
and will improve cooper-
ation and coordination in 
several areas, including re-
search and development.

Says troops neutralized IPOB/ESN elements in Orsu

Nnewi-South to deploy adoption 
model for road construction

A
s part of  the strate-
gic plan to become 
the pace-setting local 

government area in Anambra 
state, Nnewi-South is to blaze 
the trail in the deployment of  
adoption model for road con-
struction.

The Transition Committee 
Chairman Hon. Ikenna Olu-
chukwu Aniagboso who dis-
closed this to our correspond-
ent in his office, explained 
that the local government has 
a plan to meet public spirited 
individuals with the financial 
muscles to adopt roads in the 
council area for construction 
just like what the late foremost 
industrialist Chief  Anthony 
Enukeme popularly known 
as Tonimas Oil and Gas did 
in Anaocha local government 
area where he singlehanded-
ly adopted and constructed 
many roads.

Aniagboso said apart from 
the adoption model for road 
construction, the local gov-
ernment also intends to em-
bark on partnerships for road 
construction in the area as 
roads were one of  the most 
felt needs of  the people. He 
said the Public Private Com-
munity Partnership Model 
will come in handy to en-
courage individuals to partner 
government in the provision 
of  road infrastructure which 
he said is a fundamental need 
in Nnewi-South local govern-
ment area.

He said that as plans were 
underway to convert erosion 

sites to fish ponds and to grow 
grassroots economy through 
agriculture, there was need to 
equally create and construct 
access roads in the hinterlands 
as channels for the evacuation 
of  farm produce to local and 
urban markets, adding that 
Nnewi-South is indeed in dire 
need of  road infrastructure.

The TC chairman also not-
ed that apart from roads, an-
other very pivotal concern of  
the local government is youth 
development. Although he 
pointed out that youth devel-
opment programmes have 
been political especially as 
youths were given motor-
cycles and a host of  others 
which he described as not be-
ing the best.

He said while the purchase 
of  motorcycles and in some 
cases vehicles were good ges-
tures, there was need for mas-
sive re-orientation of  youths 
to help them develop positive 
mindsets to life.

That Nnewi-South is plan-
ning a youth entrepreneurship 
development programme 
where the local government 
council will partner the Min-
istry of  Youth Development 
and Creative Economy to 
train youths on basic skills for 
economic advancement, add-
ing that Governor Soludo has 
a plan to remodel the appren-
ticeship system in such a way 
that the master-servant prob-
lem of  settlement at the end 
of  stewardship will become a 
thing of  the past.
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War against pipeline vandals, oil thieves

2023 PDP Senatorial Candidate for Imo North; Chief Emma Okewulonu (4th from right) on his immediate left, Chief Stanley Ekez-
ie; his Campaign DG, PDP House of Assembly Candidate for Isiala Mbano State Constituency, Hon Puis Omah Pius (2nd left), PDP 
House of Assembly Candidate for Obowo State Constituency, Hon Chika Okafor and some leaders of Isiala Mbano after a meeting 
recently.

T
he federal government 
yesterday vowed to 
bring down its might 

on vandals and oil thieves 
who are sabotaging the na-
tion’s economy.

The Minister of  Interior, 
Mr. Rauf  Aregbesola, made 
the declaration at the inaugu-
ration of  eight gunboats ac-
quired for use by the Nigeria 
Security and Civil Defence 
Corps (NSCDC) in Port Har-
court, Rivers State, just as he 
charged the security forces to 
collaborate to end the scourge.

He said: “Those who steal 
crude oil not only deny the 
country of  the much needed 
revenue, they sell the stolen 
goods at discounted prices, 
well below the market value. 
“This black market creates a 
glut and forces down the of-
ficial price. They have there-
fore made Nigeria to suffer 

the double jeopardy of  loss in 
revenue and drop in value of  
the product.

“President Muhammadu 
Buhari, has given us the re-
sources and the marching or-
der to take the war to them. 
As a step in this direction, the 
Federal Government is taking 
adequate steps to equip rel-
evant security agencies and, 
by extension, the NSCDC, 
which is the lead agency in 
the protection of  critical na-
tional assets and infrastruc-
ture.”

According to the minister, 
the government was not obliv-
ious of  the dangers crude oil 
theft portends for the country, 
noting that the value of  such 
theft is estimated to be in bil-
lions of  dollars.

“In the latest estimate, bil-
lions of  dollars are lost to oil 
thieves and vandals. There is 

My govt thriving on accountability,
Uzodimma tells Accountants

T
he Governor of  Imo 
State, Senator Hope 
Uzodimma has prom-

ised that his government will 
continue to partner with the 
Association of  National Ac-
countants of  Nigeria (ANAN) 
in the interest of  the society 
and for the benefit of  man-
kind.

Chief  Press Secretary and 
Media Adviser to the Gover-
nor Oguwike Nwachuku in a 
press statement revealed that 
Governor Uzodimma made 
the promise in his remarks at 
the association’s  5th Session 
of  2022 Mandatory Contin-
uing Professional Develop-
ment/Induction programme 

which took place in Ower-
ri, the Imo State capital on 
Wednesday.

The theme of  the three day 
event - August 30 - September 
1, 2022 is: ‘Contemporary 
Development in Public Sec-
tor Accounting on Financial 
Management.’

Represented by the Deputy 
Governor, Prof. Placid Njoku, 
the Governor told the Associa-
tion that “accountability is the 
fulcrum around which the 3-R 
mantra of  Rehabilitation, Re-
construction and Recovery of  
our administration revolves.”

He equally informed the au-
dience that the distinct strides 
his government has recorded 

within short period in office 
in the areas of  road infrastruc-
ture, health, security, agricul-
ture, youth empowerment, 
industry among others “are as 
a result of  conscious adoption 
of  transparency and accounta-
bility.”

He then invited ANAN 
to “buy-in as partners in the 
business of  government with 
a mission encapsulated in a 
multi-disciplinary emphasis in 
the up-bringing of  well-round-
ed, well-blended and well-
honed professionals, profound 
in knowledge, skillful in-prac-
tice and ethnical in conduct.” 

Governor Uzodimma 
seized the opportunity to draw 

no gainsaying the fact that 
the federal government is 
committed and determined 
to curb the menace of  oil 
theft which is bleeding the 
economy mindlessly, a de-
velopment which has led to 
a drop in the earnings of  the 
government.

“This unhealthy develop-
ment has equally led to envi-
ronmental pollution and oth-
er health hazards recorded in 
places where crude and re-
fined products have been un-
leashed on the environment 
from broken pipes.

“Government is not obliv-
ious of  the danger the above 
scenario poses to national 
security and socio-economic 
development. No responsible 
government would sit down 
helplessly and watch this 
reckless display of  brigand-
age by a few unpatriotic and 

criminally minded individu-
als who put personal interest 
above any other considera-
tion,” Aregbesola said.

Speaking at the event, the 
Commandant General of  the 
NSCDC, Abubakar Audi, 
declared the Corps’ readiness 
to put an end to pipeline van-
dalism and pillaging of  the 
nation’s resources.

He said: “Let me use this 
medium to assure the feder-
al government and the good 
people of  this great country, 
that the Corps is determined 
more than ever before and 
fully committed to the war 
against oil theft and illegal 
oil bunkering and will there-
fore make judicious use of  
this operational equipment to 
take the war to the doorstep 
of  these economic brigands 
and saboteurs.

“I have directed continued 
strengthening of  effective 
synergy with the military, 
relevant sister agencies as 

well as other stakeholders in 
our avowed commitment to 
checkmate the ugly trend,” 
the Commandant General 
stated.

He affirmed that a march-
ing order has been issued to 
all Zonal Commanders, State 
Commandants and Heads 
of  Antivandal Unit across 
formations to be battle ready 
with a renewed vigour to 
stamp out oil theft and pipe-
line vandalism in the nation.

The CG reiterated the 
Corps’ determination and 
unwavering commitment 
to the war against illegal oil 
bunkering and assured the 
government and the entire na-
tion that the gunboats would 
be distributed to states in the 
coastal region as the corps 
continue to collaborate with 
the military and other securi-
ty agencies.

He enjoined Nigerians to 
assist security agencies in 
winning the war against the 

enemies of  the nation by vol-
unteering credible intelligence 
and information that could 
lead to possible arrest and 
prosecution of  oil pipeline 
vandals and saboteurs of  the 
nation’s economy.

Also speaking at the event, 
the Garrison Commander, 6 
Division of  the Nigeria Army, 
Brig. Gen. S. S. Tilawan, said 
the war has the assurance of  
the Nigeria Military, noting 
that they would continue 
to support the fight against 
illegal bunkering of  Nige-
ria’s crude oil product whilst 
strengthening the collabora-
tion between the military and 
the NSCDC.

Also at the event were the 
Commissioner of  Police, Riv-
ers State Command, Eboka 
Frank; Sector Commander, 
FRSC, Umar Salisu; Com-
mander, River State Com-
mand, NDLEA, Ahmed 
Mamnda; members of  other 
security outfits and senior of-
ficers in the NSCDC.

attention of  the leadership of  
ANAN and other accounting 
bodies on the need for a seri-
ous work to sustain the image 
they have built over the years 
“to avoid the fact of  a select 
criminal-minded few, no mat-
ter their status, from destroy-
ing their efforts.”

The Governor congratulat-
ed ANAN on her programme 
in Owerri and hoped that the 
5th Session will “inculcate in 
her members and the newly 
inducted, the spirit of  thor-
ough professionalism, work 
ethics and values, conduct, 
and above all, the attitude of  
patriotism and selfless service 
to the society.”

He expressed gladness that 
ANAN chose Imo State to 
host the programme ignoring 

News

… As Navy unveils 8 gunboats

... Promises synergy with ANAN

the false orchestrations of  in-
security challenges against the 
State. 

The Governor described the 
choice of  Imo for the 2022 
MCPD as a clear demonstra-
tion of  ANAN’s appreciation 
of  the conscious efforts of  his 
government to continue to 
protect lives and property of  
the citizens and in creating an 
enabling environment for busi-
nesses to thrive in Imo State.

In his address at the occa-
sion, the President and Chair-
man of  the Council of  ANAN,  
Rev. Canon (Prof.) Benjamin 
Chuka Osisioma noted that 
“ANAN is a premium brand 
of  choice with high Nation-
al and International recog-
nition,” and that “members 
are imbued with high quality 
professional knowledge and 
skills.”

He equally explained that 
the Mandatory Continuing 
Professional Development 
(MCPD) Programme is a stat-
utory training which the mem-
bers are required to attend, at 
least once in a year.

He reminded his members 
that “as digitally-inclined 
professional accounting or-
ganization,” their drive is “to 
consistently build future-ready 
accountants.”

“Dynamism in accounting, 
business operations and the 
global economy makes the 
applications of  digital tech-
nologies in accounting inevi-
table.  Your competence and 
relevance are core areas you 
should maximally develop for 
continuous viability in your ca-
reers,” he said.

Prof  Osisioma congratulat-
ed the newly inducted ANAN 
members and urged them to 
always ensure quality service 
delivery in all their engage-
ments.

In his welcome address, the 
Chairman Imo State Branch 

and South East geo-political 
Zone of  ANAN,  Sir Chuk-
wuma Uchehara described 
the theme of  the lecture as apt.

His words: “At the end of  
the deliberations, profession-
als will be more armed with 
the nitty gritties of  the job to 
tackle the dynamism, inherent 
in financial matters, including 
but not limited to public sector 
financial management and 
standards, revenue generation 
and risk management in the 
public and private sectors.”

He expressed gratitude 
to God that normalcy has 
returned to Imo State and 
thanked Governor Uzod-
imma for his “dexterity and 
pro-activeness in dealing with 
the hydra-headed  issues of  in-
security challenges.”

He also extended his grat-
itude to the President and 
Chairman of  Council for con-
sidering Imo State as a safe 
home for the MCPD 2022 
programme.

In his vote of  thanks, the 
Chief  Executive Officer of  
ANAN, Dr. Kayode Olusola 
Fasua also congratulated the 
newly inducted members, the 
organizers of  the programme, 
the President and Chairman 
of  Council and the Chairman 
of  Imo State Branch for a suc-
cessful hosting.

He specifically commended 
the efforts of  Governor Uzo-
dimma in making Imo State 
safe and secure.  

He remarked: “We hardly 
expected a safe and secure 
environment to successful-
ly host this 2022 MPCD in 
Imo State, going by the media 
hype on the security situation 
in Imo State.”

Dr Fasua also thanked the 
Deputy Governor for com-
ing to flag-off  the ceremony 
on behalf  of  the Governor 
and by so doing, encouraging 
ANAN on the need for pro-
fessionalism.



N
igeria is a 
s p e c i a l 
country, 

s c o r i n g  m a n y 
f i rs ts  on many 
fronts but often 
negatively. This 
put a big question 
mark on those that 
superintend her 
affairs. Can it be 
that something is 
wrong with the 
state of  the head 
or the head of  
state?

Wi t h  g r e a t 
p o t e n t i a l  a n d 
u n l i m i t e d 
resources – human 
a n d  n a t u r a l 
resources – one 
w o u l d  h a v e 
expected Nigeria 
to excel on every 
i n d e x  b u t  t h e 
reverse is the case because we play 
dirty politics with our corporate 
existence. A people blessed on all 
sides suffer amid plenty because of  
leadership questions – a puzzle that 
the people had refused to solve. 
Instead of  facing our existential 
problems squarely and proffer 
lasting solutions, we live in the 
world of  fantasy with the hope to 
pretend peace into existence. This is 
a belief  built on false foundation 
with damning consequences – and 
the people pay dearly for it.

Nigeria is the only country in 
the world that tries fruitlessly to add 
“one” to her name to go with the 
tag,  “One  Niger ia”  ye t  her 
constituents' members remain 
divided at heart, and this division 
tears her apart. “One Nigeria” is a 
loud testimony of  forced marriage 
among strange bedfellows. It 
reminds the members of  a painful 
forced togetherness that at its best 
brings about deceitful experience. 
What a mantra of  deception – and a 
creed of  distrust!

The struggle for dominance 
and domination, the attitude for 
suspense and suppression, the acts 
of  falsity and falsification, the 
c l a m our  fo r  a r rog a nc e  a nd 
complexity, the brazen display of  
superiority and mischief, the 
outright murder of  equity and 
justice, the open rape of  ideology 
and monstrous deeds of  impunity 
in the society amongst other 
nauseous and despicable acts make 
one wriggles in pains especially on 
s e e i n g  t h e  u n c h e c k e d  a n d 
unmitigated levels of  distrust and 
wickedness where love and peace 
should have reigned.  What a waste 
of  resources that wastes everything 
and everyone everywhere?

Everyone pays allegiance to his 
tribe and religion at the expense of  
the country. It seems that nothing 
but a marriage of  inconvenience 
keeps every constituent member 
separately together. Everything is 
stupidishly politicized and all 
things are viewed from the prism of  
ethnicity and tribalism. We would 
rather prefer an incompetent pig 
that is one of  us to a refined fellow 
that can put us on the part of  
freedom and civilization because he 

is from our tribe and religion. The 
system is purely an absolute “ism” 
affair meant to protect our interest 
at the expense of  others but it ends 
up putting the people in chains and 
bondage. Society is not free when 
someone is in bondage, and in 
Nigeria more people are bondage. 
And regrettably the captive idolize 
their captor. Yes, those in bondage 
worship those that put them in the 
bondage.

One of  the things that divide 
Nigerians along ethnic lines is 
politics. A tribal nation, Nigeria is a 
place where most people would 
vote for the worst candidate from 
their tribe instead of  the best 
candidate from another tribe. 
Politics of  ideology is almost 
nonexistent in Nigeria. It is rather a 
nepotistic game played with lies 
and propaganda fed by tribal 
favouritism and sustained by 
mischievious calculations and 
voodooistic manipulations. The 
politicians who will stop at nothing 
to manipulate the people can go to 
any length to master and practice 
the game of  deception, telling their 
audience what they want to hear at 
every given time.

The country bleeds from 
endless political wounds because 
prudence is a scarce commodity on 

our clime and accountability is 
missing in our political dictionary. 
A call to serve ends up being an 
invitation for sleaze and selfish 
aggrandizement. Those at the 
corridors of  power are not only 
idolized but they are worshiped 
with cult followership.

Another thing that makes 
Nigeria's politics unique is religion. 
When it comes to religion, many 
people lose their sense of  reasoning 
–  and nothing can be  more 
dangerous than fanaticism in 
politics. With a manipulated 
mindset, by those that ought to 
guide and preserve life, people can 
become worse than beast, maiming 
and killing in the name of  religion, 
religious politics and the politics of  
religion and such barbaric acts often 
go unchecked and unpunished; 
emboldening the perpetrators, 
giving room for more. Where evil is 
commended not condemned, the 
weakling resign to fate especially 
where such can be linked to those in 
position of  authority. Bringing 
religion into national politics has 
done more harm than good to 
Nigeria and Nigerians – and feeding 
on human beings, the monster 
grows bigger by the day.

The power gotten through the 
back door has ways of  promoting 

shortcuts, at least for the benefits of  
those that bring it into existence. 
This breeds and sustains bad 
gover nance.  Admini s t ra t ive 
recklessness makes life miserable 
for the masses. No society can 
survive the brazen acts of  impunity 
that go on in Nigeria. To perpetuate 
the  cyc l e,  the re  may  be  an 
“association of  past rulers”, a 
“college of  past prostitutes”, an 
“umbrella of  past presidents” or a 
“nest of  killers” whose primary 
responsibility is to indoctrinate the 
new covert and milk the society dry 
– and among them might be the 
proxy president that dictates the 
tone and calls the shot through 
whatever means bearing in mind 
that politics is a game of  intrigues. 
Like vampires that prey on their 
victims, these ancestors feed fat on 
the masses and will never talk when 
t h e y  a r e  e a t i n g  u n l e s s  t h e 
relationship goes sour and the cat 
will be let out of  the bag, proving 
that indeed vampires don't eat 
themselves when there is something 
to eat but when they are done with 
their prey and there is nothing left to 
feed on, they will eat themselves.

To score cheap political points, 
directly or indirectly, the political 
class resort to ethnic profiling 
which makes the victims offensive 

and defensive. It becomes worse 
when someone who rides to power 
through national appeal turns 
around to bite the fingers that feed 
him. People revolt when they are 
neglected,  marginalized and 
excluded. This is one of  the reasons 
for ethnic mil i t ia and tr ibal 
agitation. People defend their lives 
and fight for their rights.

Those who get  to power 
through the wrong path end up 
abusing offices. They have no 
regards for rule of  law, due process 
and constitutional provisions and 
so will be averse to the merit culture. 
And where there is no merit culture, 
th ings  a r e  done  to  ach i eve 
premeditated goals and satisfy 
some interests. There is no rule for 
the game – and where any seems to 
exist, it will be abused, leading to 
lack of  value for the human life.

In Nigeria, every Nigerian is a 
suspect before his or her fellow 
Nigerians – and the suspicion 
polarizes the state the more. 
Anything not affecting one's tribe or 
religion would likely get a different 
understanding and interpretation. 
The  deg ree  o f  sent iment  i s 
irrationally high – and the ripple 
effects are enormous.

This is the place where the head 
destroys what he is supposed to 
preserve and the citizen's unite for 
disunity with distr ust  being 
elevated to a national anthem. 
Dressed in nepotistic regalia, the 
ruler divides the country along 
e thnic  l ines  and re ign  wi th 
impuni ty,  t r ea t ing  c r imina l 
elements from his side as angels 
while demonizing human right 
activists from other zones as rascals 
that must be destroyed by any 
means at all cost.

There is absolute distrust in 
land as there is nothing to unite the 
people who are more inclined to 
their tribe and religion. With truth 
being relative and scarce in this 
modern day Animal Farm, what is 
the way forward?

It is time we redefined our 
political, political processes and 
politicking approaches. Should we 
get it right politically, Nigeria will 
be great. The world is watching.
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By Livy-Elcon Emereonye

Nigeria Political Practices 

Nigeria is the only country in the world that tries 
fruitlessly to add “one” to her name to go with the 
tag, “One Nigeria” yet her constituents' members 
remain divided at heart, and this division tears 
her apart. “One Nigeria” is a loud testimony of  

forced marriage among strange bedfellows. It 
reminds the members of  a painful forced 

togetherness that at its best brings about deceitful 
experience. What a mantra of  deception – and a 

creed of  distrust!

“
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Abia Govt, Marie Stopes Nigeria partner
to entrench safe family planning in Abia

Some of the bene�ciaries during the free primary health care services in Ebonyi community.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he need to entrench 
the practice of   fami-
ly in Nigeria has been 

described as effective means 
of  preventing maternal mor-
tality and ensuring quality 
healthcare in families.

Abia State Commissioner 
for health, Dr Joe Osuji and 
the executive secretary of  
Abia State Primary Health-
care Development Agency, 
Dr Chinagozi  Adindu stat-
ed these in Umuahia during 
a family planning workshop 
organised by Marie Stopes 
Nigeria, aimed at promot-
ing the use of  DMPA-SC 
self-injection method of  
family planning.

The event was themed 
Abia State DMPA (Sayana 
Press) dissemination meet-
ing and had in attendance, 
relevant agencies in health 
sector in Abia State and 
from the local governments.

The health Commission-
er, who described Marie 
Stopes Nigeria as a key part-
ner to Abia State govern-
ment in promotion of  quali-
ty health policies, drummed 
support for the DMPC- SC 
self  injecting family plan-
ning method among women 
but advised married women 
against hiding the scheme 
and its methods from their 
husbands.

Executive secretary of  
Abia State Primary Health-
care Development Agency, 
representatives of  socie-
ty for family health and 
World Health Organisation 

(WHO) who attended the 
event, urged Abia women 
to key into the Sayana Press 
injection initiative as it has 
been recorded commenda-
ble success among the users 
in various parts of  the coun-
try where it was introduced.

Earlier in her keynote 
presentation, the clinical 
training officer of  Marie 
Stopes in Abia State,  Faith 
Anikwe listed the benefits 
of  the use of  self  injection 
formula of  family planning.

According to her, the 
campaigns against mater-
nal mortality have received 
a great boost from Marie 
Stopes Nigeria in most parts 
of  Nigeria in the last few 
years of  the group’s health  
activities in Nigeria, adding 
that 600 trainers have been 
trained across the nation to 
train others in the use of  the 
family planning method.

Anikwe pointed out 
that 50 persons, compris-
ing nurses and midwives 
who  have been trained in 
Abia State by Marie Stopes 
Nigeria have also trained 
many women in urban and 
rural areas on the benefits 
of  DMPA-SC Sayana  self  
injection, noting that  the 
trainees have started apply-
ing it without side effects.

She traced the back-
ground of  the program to 
2017 meeting held at federal 
ministry of  health Abuja, 
adding that the good results 
have recorded among train-
ers and users while many 
State governments have also 
keyed into the formula.

Nigerians to witness heavy flood this 
ember month, says NOA boss
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he residents of  An-
ambra State have 
been warned to be 

cautious of  the imminent 
flood disaster between Sep-
tember and October this 
year. 

The State Director, Na-
tional Orientation Agency 
(NOA), Anambra State Di-
rectorate, Barrister Charles 
Nwoji, said that the pre-
diction was made by the 
Director General of  the 
Nigerian Meteorological 
Institute, Professor Mansur 
Bako Matazu on 15th of  
this month during a Train-
ing Workshop organized 
for the State Directors of  
the Agency drawn from the 
thirty six States of  the Fed-

eration including Abuja 
on Semi Security Manage-
ment at Abuja.

The State Director, who 
disclosed this on Wednes-
day in Awka while address-
ing the meeting of  the As-
sociation of  Past Presidents 
General of  Anambra State 
(APPAS), said the event is 
part of  the activities of  the 
Agency in engaging the 
Stakeholders on the urgent 
need for effective response 
to the current flood disaster 
in the country.

Barrister Nwoji, who 
affirmed that the current 
flash flood in the country 
has resulted to tragic loss of  
lives, livestock, collapsed 
houses, displaced residents 
and washing away farm-
lands across the country, 
appealed to the association 

to use their influences as 
major Stakeholders in the 
State to educate the people 
on the dangers of  blocking 
the water channels with re-
fuse in the State.

He gave matching order 
to the residents of  the State 
to join efforts with the 
Anambra State Governor, 
Professor Charles Chuk-
wuma Soludo in his envi-
ronmental campaign, espe-
cially in the area of  proper 
refuse management. 

He advocated for the im-
mediate demolition of  any 
building erected on water 
drainage, calling on the 
people to form the harbor 
of  de-silting the drainag-
es around them for their 
healthy living.

The NOA boss,who 
spoke among other things, 

She noted that the organ-
ization which “is into all 
level of  medical care, came 
into Abia State in the mid-
dle of  2020.”

Speaking earlier, the 
South East regional coor-
dinator of  Marie Stopes 
Nigeria, Mr Samuel Ibek-
we urged husbands in Abia 
State to encourage their 
wives to embrace family 
planning as doing so will as-
sist them in raising the num-
ber of  children they can take 
care of.

Ibekwe  noted that many 
young men have died at un-
timely ages because of  so-
cio-economic hardship they 
encountered in marriage oc-
casioned by birth of  many 
children.

He explained that his 

organization  does not en -
courage service providers 
and users to hide the pro-
cess and benefits from their 
spouses, stating that in the 
case of  any side effects on 
the user, phone numbers are 
provided for  them for di -
rections as all World Health 
Organisation’s standards 
are followed.

The regional coordina-
tor further stated that any 
woman of  reproductive age 
can access the family plan-
ning method of  his organi-
zation.

During the workshop, 
some master trainers of  the 
organization like Leticia 
Agwara from Isukwuato 
and Iheme Adanma Kel-
echi  said they trained some 
people who are also train-

ing more people on the use 
of  the Sayana-type of  fami-
ly planning.

Mrs Iheme Adanma Kel-
echi who told the partici-
pants that Abia State has 
received certificate of  par-
ticipation from the federal 
ministry of  health, prom-
ised to help in deepening 
the knowledge, use and un-
derstanding of  its benefits in 
their lives and families.

“Before we give this injec-
tion to our clients, we en-
sure that we carry out medi-
cal eligibility on the clients’, 
said the master trainer, Mr 
Iheme Adanma Kelechi.

Also, trainers from Osisi-
oma, Obingwa, Ukwa East, 
Isiala Ngwa North and the 
representative of  Society 
For Family Health, Dr  Eze 

Chiemela, took turn to em-
phasize many people they 
trained so far have indicated 
their readiness to self-inject.

Speaking to News Echo 
on her experience using the 
formula, Mrs Ngozi Okoye 
who is based in River State, 
said  she started using the 
Sayana-type self  injection 
for 19 months, saying that 
she has not recorded any 
side effects.

The whole services, ac-
cording to Mrs Okoye were 
accessed free of  charge in 
Rivers State.

Also, Mrs Obasi Uche, 
another satisfied user con-
firmed that there had been 
no side effects on her since 
she started using the self-in-
jection formula introduced 
by Marie Stopes .

also appealed to the Asso-
ciation to assist the Agency 
in propagating the good 
news to the grassroots ,es-
pecially to those living in 
the coastal areas  across  
the State.

Receiving the NOA Di-
rector and his team to the 
meeting, the National Pres-
ident Association of  Past 
Presidents General in An-
ambra State, Chief  Omeife 
Omeife, described the event 
as very apt, recalling  that 
he loss one of  his cousins 
to flood  last five years. 

 He pledged the unwaver-
ing support of  the Associ-
ation to NOA with a view 
to taking the messages of  
the program down to the 
grassroots in the State for 
more effective awareness 
creation.

Court to begin hearing on suit filed
by PDP against Accord Party
From godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt.

H
earing on the pre-
liminary objec-
tions by Accord 

in Rivers State in a suit 
filed by the People’s Dem-
ocratic Party at Federal 
High Court sitting in Port 
Harcourt over alleged non 
compliance to new elector-
al has been fixed for 13th 
of  September, 2022. 

When the matter was 
mentioned in court, coun-
sels to Accord, Abdulla-
hi Mohammed SAN and 
the Counsel for Accord 
National Assembly can-
didates, Abiodun Owon-
ikoko SAN moved motions 
on notice and regularize 
their process. 

News Echo reports that 
Counsel to PDP, Den 
Nweigwe on his part also 

filed an application to join 
more defendants in the 
suit.

Presiding Judge, Jus-
tice Stephen Daylop-pam 
after listening to the mo-
tions and applications ad-
journed till 13th of  Sep-
tember, for hearing. In an 
interview with newsmen 
at the court premises, the 
Governorship candidate of  
Accord, Chief  Dumo Lulu 
Briggs expressed displeas-
ure that a political party is 
ready to nominate candi-
dates rather than allowing 
Rivers people to choose 
who leads them in differ-
ent political positions. 

Lulu Briggs while de-
scribing the action of  PDP 
in the state as mare distrac-
tion, expressed optimism 
that Rivers people must 
decide who lead them po-
litically in 2023.
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Ebubemba Ikeduru tasks the living 
on good legacies

By Jennifer John 

A 
media proprie-
tor, business mo-
gul and grassroots 

philanthropist Clan Chief  
(Prof) Chimezie Kingsley 
(Ebubemba Ikeduru) has 
tasked the living to strive to 
leave behind good legacies 
which they will be remem-
bered for at the time of  their 
demise.

Ebubemba Ikeduru hand-
ed out this task during the 
burial of  the mother of  one 
of  his friends, Late Nneoma 
Felicia Lebechi Umezuru 
(nee Nduka) who died, aged 
75, and was laid to rest at her 
husband’s compound, Umu-
okpo, Umukparo, Mballa 
Isuochi in Umunneochi 
LGA of  Abia State.

He expressed profound 
humility at the wonder-
ful testimonies told of  the 
late Nneoma Felicia by his 
friend. 

“I am here in solidari-

ty with my friend, Chief  
Charles Nkem who resides 
in Australia just like me, as 
a true show of  friendship. 
I have to rejoice with my 
friends when they are re-
joicing and grieve with them 
when they are grieving. 

“That is why I am here to 
express my condolence and 
solidarity with my friend 
and brother, joining him to 
bid his beloved mother a fi-
nal farewell. 

“He loved his mother so 
much and has always said 
a lot of  good things about 
her. Even the church has 
given wonderful testimonies 
about how good a mother 
she was.”

Ebubemba Ikeduru ad-
vised his friend and other 
members of  the family to 
make sure they follow the 
footsteps of  their departed 
mother.

 “I believe she has left a 
remarkable Christian legacy 
which has been completely 

Clan  Chief Prof.  Chimezie  Kingsley, Ebubemba Ikeduru (centre) �anked on the right by the Chief Mourner during a burial recently.

and totally affirmed in the 
church. Following that good 
footsteps and continuing 
from where she has stopped 
will be a good way to go.” 

When asked to advise the 
living, taking cognizance of  

the fact that all will die, the 
Clan Chief  said; “everybody 
should strive towards leaving 
good legacies. Legacies that 
will be worthy of  emulation, 
so when we finally leave this 
planet, people can remember 

us and have good testimo-
nies about us.”

Fielding questions from 
News Echo, the first and 
only son of  the deceased and 
the Chief  Mourner, Chief  
Charles Nkem, described her 
mum as a very quiet person.

“She is everything that 
one can ask of  a mother 
very peaceful, hard working, 

very resilient, and above all, 
a God fearing woman and a 
lover of  people, who loved 
people and shared whatever 
she had.” He further advised 
the living to lead good and 
godly lives saying; “the tes-
timonies that came out for 
my mother is challenging, so, 
my advice for everyone is to 
always follow peace, live in 
peace with people.”

Justice Reform Project writes Ag. CJN, Ariwoola

T
he Justice Reform Pro-
ject (JRP) has written 
has written to the Act-

ing Chief  Justice of  Nige-
ria, Hon. Justice Olukayode 
Ariwoola stating that in light 
of  recent happenings, now 
more than ever, there was 
an urgent need for judicial 
reforms and in addition pro-
posed some suggestions for 
reforming the publications 
of  judgements and the ver-
bal recording of  proceedings 
to mitigate the rate of  errors 
plaguing the system.

In a letter dated 31st Au-
gust,2022, and signed by 
the Chairman, Governing 
Board and the Convener of  
The Justice Reform Project 
(JRP) Olufunke Adekoya 
SAN and Chief  Adeyemi 
Candide-Johnson SAN, JRP 
recalled the earlier letter on 
the 4th of  July, 2022 to the 
Acting CJN wherein they 

had congratulated him on 
his appointment and made 
a call for urgent judicial re-
forms, urging the CJN to 
consider the imminent im-
plementation of  the reform 
proposals agreed by major 
stakeholders at the Justice 
Sector Summit in January 
2022.

According to the letter, this 
subsequent call was in light 
of  recent happenings. Citing 
the incident of  the Supreme 
Court on 26th July 2022 is-
suing a disclaimer informing 
the public about the wrong 
publication of  a judgment, 
and then that of  the Chief  
Judge of  Akwa Ibom being 
in the news for the commit-
tal of  a legal practitioner for 
contemptuous conduct in 
the course of  proceedings, 
the JRP viewed that thos de-
manded urgent reforms. 

“These events underscore 
the urgency of  justice sector 
reforms and necessitate the 
prioritisation of  court digital-
isation. In this regard, we pro-
pose two cost-effective and 
easily-attainable solutions 
that will forestall similar con-
troversies in the future” the 
letter stated.

Accordingly, the JRP pro-
posed some reformation 
which they viewed will be 
very efficient in the judicial 
system. On publications of  
judgment, they urged that the 
Supreme Court make use of  
their website to publish judge-
ment to avoid incidents like 
that of  July 26th, 2022. 

The JRP wrote thus: “The 
publication of  decisions of  
the Supreme Court on its 
website would obliterate any 
doubts as to the authenticity 
of  a judgment of  the court 
and ensure easy verification 
by members of  the public.”

To buttress this point, the 
JRP mass blue reference to 
the success the National In-
dustrial Court has had with 
utilizing its website. In the 
words of  JRP if  this was 
done: “Not only will this en-
sure efficiency and forestall 
similar controversies, it will 
also curb corruption in the 
judiciary, a move that will ul-
timately be beneficial for the 
justice sector.”

On the issue of  verbatim 
recording of  proceedings, the 
JRP opined that in cases of  
contempt of  court committed 
in court, the record of  pro-
ceedings is undoubtedly the 
best evidence of  the events 
as they transpired and will, in 
most cases, always be referred 
to.

According to the JRP, the 
contrasting facts of  event 
that transpired in the case 
involving The Chief  Justice 
of  Akwa Ibom and Inibihe 
Effiong as regards contempt 
committed by the later, raised 
the need for verbatim record-
ing of  Court proceedings. 

The JRP proposed thus: 
“To forestall similar situa-
tions, enhance the quality of  
justice administration and, 
implicitly, enforce optimal 
standards of  behaviour by 

lawyers and judges alike, JRP 
recommends the introduction 
of  verbatim and electronic re-
cording of  proceedings across 
courts nationwide. JRP rec-
ognises previous and ongo-
ing attempts by some courts 
to introduce this reform but 
suggests a complimentary 
and cost-effective solution to 
an obvious problem in our 
courts – placing an obligation 
on parties/legal practitioners 
to produce the record. This 
is a solution we have tabled 
to courts in the Federal and 
State High Courts in Lagos in 
a bid to enhance their proce-
dural efficiency.”

In addition to this, the JRP 
proposed that parties/legal 
practitioners be permitted to 
record proceedings and joint-
ly produce a transcript which 
will be adopted by the court 
as the record of  each pro-
ceeding alongside the audio 
recordings from which the 
transcript was produced. 

“This will cost the courts 
nothing and will allow judg-
es focus entirely on judging”, 
JRP reasoned. They recom-
mended that this can be rep-
licated nationally through the 
use of  smartphones.

On this note, the JRP once 
again urged His Lordship, in 
his capacity as Chairman of  
the National Judicial Coun-
cil, to consider the above pro-
posals as an extremely urgent 
matter, stating that as always, 
they remained committed to-
wards supporting the CJN in 
judicial reforms in Nigeria.

... As Late Nneoma Felicia Umezuru is laid to rest

I ‘ll leave office if, I don’t increase 
power generation in 4 years
- Peter Obi vows 

T
he Labour Party pres-
idential candidate, 
Peter Obi has vowed 

to increase electricity gener-
ation in the country when he 
takes over power.

Obi, while addressing his 
supporters at the Beverly 
Hilton Los Angeles flag-off  
during his US speaking tour, 
promised to leave power if  
he is unable to achieve this 
feat.

The LP flag bearer list-
ed countries that had dou-
bled their power supply in a 
few years to include Egypt, 
which he recently went to 
understudy.

He lamented that even the 
president of  South Africa, 
which produces 50,000 meg-
awatts of  electricity, had just 
declared a state of  emergency 
in the sector for being too little 

but Nigeria, which produces 
a paltry 4,000 megawatts for 
over 200 million people, has 
not.

“I will increase power gen-
eration in four years. This is 
not a guarantee. I am saying 
if  I don’t do it, I will leave the 
office,” Obi said. The former 
governor of  Anambra state 
condemned the fact that no 
one was held accountable, in-
sisting that when they entered 
office, they reneged on what 
they had promised, claiming 
they didn’t know what it en-
tailed.

He added that “in Nige-
ria, people don’t do what is 
expected; people do what is 
inspected!”

He called on Nigerians 
in America to hold him ac-
countable if  he reneges on 
any of  his promises.

Court to hear Wike’s suit against
PDP, Atiku Sept. 14

A 
Federal High Court, 
Abuja on Wednesday 
fixed Sept. 14 to hear 

a suit filed by Gov. Nyesom 
Wike of  Rivers against the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) and its Presidential 
Candidate, Atiku Abubakar.

Justice Ahmed Moham-
med fixed the date after grant-
ing a motion on notice for 
an extension of  time filed by 
Prisicila Eje, counsel for the 
PDP, Governor Aminu Tam-
buwal of  Sokoto and Atiku.

The motion was granted 
after it was not opposed by a 
lawyer to the plaintiffs, Wil-
fred Okoi.

Prince Michael Ekamon 
and Governor Wike are 1st 
and 2nd plaintiffs respective-
ly in the suit marked: FHC/
ABJ/CS/782/2022 dated 
and filed on June 3.

While the PDP is the 1st 
defendant, the Independents 
National Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC), Tambuwal and 

Atiku are 2nd to 4th defend-
ants respectively in the suit.

Okoi told the court that he 
had been served with a coun-
ter affidavit by PDP, Tambuw-
al and Atiku.

Wike, in the suit, sought 
among other prayers, the 
court’s pronouncement de-
claring him the PDP’s presi-
dential candidate for the 2023 
election. Wike came second 
behind Atiku in the party’s 
presidential primary election 
held in May. Tambuwal, who 
was also a presidential aspir-
ant, stepped down for Atiku 
at the last minute.



f  you are a Yoruba Iwoman, then you know 
how important the aso-

oke is for your traditional 
wedding.

Are you tired of  boring 
aso-oke styles? Then, don't 
think so far.  We have 
curated five aso-ebi styles 
you would absolutely love.

Lace and aso-oke 
If  you are a daring 

bride, try this rectangular 
low-cut blouse made with a 

mixture of  aso-oke and 
lace. You can also try the 
tested and trusted steps 
headgear. 

Sailor's bow 
Okay, here is how to 

make a statement, Chioma 
looks stunning with the 
sailor's cut neckline and 
sleeves. It's so refreshing. 

Floral delight 
This floral aso-oke is 

delightful, can you see how 
it opens up? Love to see it. 
The cute floral prints on this 

outfit is everything and 
more. 

Exaggerated sleeves 
T h i s  g l i s t e n i n g 

maroon aso-oke is for the 
avant-garde bride. The way 
the sleeves are structured is 
one for the books. 

Colour combination 
With a combination of  

green and purple, this 
outfit is perfect for the 
conservative but colourful 
bride. 

ashion comes in pairs. FWhich styling do you 
prefer?

Recreations are part of  
fashion, and many times 
Nigerian celebrities and 
stylists seek inspiration from 
outside the shores of  Nigeria.  

Here are five celebrity 
recreations we love, these 
celebrities, their stylist and 
designers recreated some 
iconic looks from others - 
except for Erica who wore the 
same outfit. 

Osas 
Osas wore a replica of  a 

black and lace gown by Erica 

Moore Brand. The gown was 
f i r s t  s e e n  o n  L e n a 
M a h f o u h a n d  m a d e  b y 
Stephane Rolland at the 
Cannes Festival 2022. Who 
slayed the concept more? 

Erica 
Erica is wearing a dress 

by Slubne Atelier, it's not a 
recreation. The outfit was 
created by the same designer. 
Here is the gown on model 
Oriola, do you think she 
looks better? 

Liquorose 
T h i s  s h o r t  g o w n 

Liquorose  wore  on  her 
birthday was first seen on 
S l u b n e  A t e l i e r.  I t  wa s 
reimagined in Nigeria by 
Emagine by Bukola, what's 

your rating? 
Jemima Osunde 
For the premiere of  

their Hulu show, Khloe 
Kardashian wore a nude silk 
outfit by Valdrin Sahiti that 
can be likened to what what is 
on Jemima Osunde. Jemima's 
was made by Flat Studio 17. 

Mercy Aigbe 
F o r  t h e  A M V C A , 

Mercy channelled a red 
Valdrin Sahiti dress with a 
cape (Valdrin is famous for 
dressing celebri t ies  l ike 
Beyonce). We really have to 
give a standing ovation to the 
designer Becca needle and 
stitches for doing an amazing 
job. 
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Who wore it better? Nigerian
celebrities recreates outfit from
abroad
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t is quite easy to guess Iwhat men generally 
f i n d  a t t r a c t i ve  i n 

women- a pretty face, nice 
curves, good manners, and 
every other thing nice. 

While we could go on 
mentioning the great, 
endearing attributes that 
almost every man would be 
attracted to in a heartbeat, 
we've also discovered, from 
research and questioning 
guys, that there are some 

eing single can be Bgood for you. The 
key is to find the 

right balance between too 
much isolation and not 
enough interaction with 
other people. Too much 
isolat ion can lead to 
d e p r e s s i o n  w h i l e 
socializing all the time can 
make you feel like you're 
missing out on important 
things in life. 

Studies suggest that 
people in relationships 
are considerably more 
likely to be happier and 
have stronger immunity 
against mental health 
disorders.  They are 
willing to put up with 
any discomfort for the 
benefit of  their loved 
ones, in contrast to 
individuals who have 
b e e n  s i n g l e  f o r  a n 
extended period. 

To be single for a 
l o n g  t i m e  h a s  a n 
emotional effect on the 
body and mind. Here's 
how: 

Your personality 
becomes more rigid

When you're single 
for a long time you get 
used to your habits and 
attitudes. Slowly you 
adopt this personality 
that is great for a thriving 
career and other areas of  
y o u r  l i f e  b u t  n o t 
romantic relationships. 

A  r o m a n t i c 
relationship needs a lot 
of  collaboration and 
that side of  you becomes 
suppressed. You become 
less fun and you're more 
likely to only focus on 
what you want which 
will further prevent you 
from finding someone 
suitable. 

It can affect you 
physically

Relationships aren't 
just a matter of  romance 
and bliss. It's a survival 
thing because some 
studies confirm that 
married couples have a 
lesser risk of  developing 
h e a r t  d i s e a s e  a s 
compared to their single 
counterparts and not 
just that, they recover 
faster from illness. 

Yo u  l o s e  y o u r 

confidence
Dating around and 

meeting new people is a 
fun experience when 
y o u  h a v e  y o u r 
confidence intact. That 
confidence is built over 
time when you learn 
how to interact with 
different people and 
experience a couple of  
rejections. 

But, if  you've been 
out of  the game for 
years, you really don't 
know how things have 
changed. It's almost like 
your dating muscles 
have withered which 
will affect your self-
confidence and your 
ability to cope when 
things don't work out. 

It breeds loneliness
Did you know that 

you can be surrounded 
by many people and still 
feel lonely? It happens to 
many singles because 
something inside them 
longs for that one best 
friend and partner who 
they can experience life 
with. 

Yo u  w i l l  h a v e 

moments where you get 
to enjoy other people's 
company but reality will 
start kicking in when 
you have to go back 
home alone. 

T h i s  l o n g - t e r m 
loneliness can trigger 
other problems l ike 
overeating, alcoholism, 
exercising and other 
h a r m f u l  h a b i t s  t o 
temporarily fill the void. 

You might collect 

more baggage
Being single doesn't 

automatically mean that 
you're intentionally 
working on yourself  and 
preparing for your future 
p a r t n e r.  Fo r  m a n y 
singles, this is a time of  
p a r t y i n g ,  s l e e p i n g 
a r o u n d  a n d 
situationships. 

If  you live like this 
for a long time you 
c o l l e c t  a  l o t  o f  

emotional issues along 
the way. You might 
become incapable of  
pair bonding which can 
l e a d  t o  a  l i f e  o f  
brokenness. 

To add to that, the 
more bodies you collect, 
the undesirable you 
become to the potential 
partner you would want 
to be with. 

o really know that the Tl o v e  i n  y o u r 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s 

genuine or not, here are 
some of  the signs to look out 
for. 

Is  the love in your 
relationship real, or fake? 

If  it is, all you should do 
is keep growing the love, 
keep staying truthful to each 
other, keep drinking a lot of  
water, and just keep treating 
each other in all the good 
ways that will allow the 
relationship thrive further. 

On the flipside, fake love 
is not something anyone 
would want to live with. 
Sadly, it is exactly what some 
p e o p l e  h a v e  i n  t h e i r 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  I f  t h e 
relationship is based on 
anything different from a 
genuine willingness to see 
the other person flourish in 
every sense of  the word, if  it 
i s  based on something 
fleeting and temporary, then 
it is likely fake. 

To really know that the 
love in your relationship is 
fake, here are some things 
you may want to watch out 
for: 

1. They're emotionally 
distant 

In a relationship, fakers 
have a tendency to be non-
communicative. They'll 
provide little to no substance 

to what's going on in their 
l i fe.  They' l l  also make 
excuses why they “couldn't” 
communicate especially 
when it is a little difficult to 
do so. 

The difference between 
them and someone with 
genuine love for you is the 
extra effort needed to reach 
out when it's not so easy. 

2. Always willing to 
throw in the towel 

Conflict happens in 
eve r y  r e l a t i o n s h i p.  I t 
demonstrates a level of  care 
which partner have for one 
another. 

That said, every conflict 
demands a resolution.If  
you're the only one trying to 
resolve any conf lict or 
problems that arise, it's often 
a telltale sign of  emotional 
detachment and this of  
course, is a major sign you'll 
find in people who have got 
only fake love for you. 

They really won't care 
whether the relationship 
works or fails. 

3. They don't meet you 
halfway 

Are you always the one 
to plan things? Check on the 
o t h e r  p e r s o n ?  T a k e 
responsibilities and all that? 
If  so, what concessions, if  
any, is your partner making? 
Where's the effort on their 
part? 

R e l a t i o n s h i p  a n d 
compromise are like two 
peas in a pod. A lack of  
effort is a universal sign of  
d i s i n t e r e s t  –  a n d  a 
relationship is no different. 

4. Unconcern 
A n  a u t h e n t i c 

relationship sparks feelings 
of  passion for each other. 
Y o u ' l l  b e  c u r i o u s , 
concerned, involved, etc in 
all that the other person 
does. 

S o m e o n e  w h o 
continuously acts indifferent 
i s n ' t  e n g a g e d ,  l i k e l y 
detached, and unfit – not to 
mention unworthy – of  a 
real relationship. 

5. That gut feeling 
M a ny  t im e s,  wh e n 

someone doesn't really love 
you, you will know. There's 
usually that sixth sense, that 
gut feeling in the pit of  your 
stomach that keeps pricking 
you. 

Add this to all the signs 
that you will see, and the 
picture is clear that this babe 
or that guy doesn't really 
love you. They're only with 
you because they have no 
option, or for the money or 
some other fake reason. 

Be honest with yourself. 
Are you wasting your time? 
Money? Energy? 

weird things that men love 
about women, things you 
would never have guessed 
or imagined. 

Some of  these things 
a re  ' spec ia l '  per sona l 
preferences, and some are a 
bit common among men... 
but they are all weird none-
the-less. 

Below, we list seven 
weird things men find 
attractive in women - watch 
out for number 3 and 4! 

1. 'Weakness' 
Not weakness in the 

sense of  being unable to 
stand up and speak for 
yourself, or being spineless 
but as Francis puts it "I like 
it when my girl calls me to help 
her solve riddles, lift stuff  or 
provide answers to things that 
confuse her. I think it's so cute. 
Makes me feel like a man" 

Everyone loves to have 
their ego stroked once in a 

while, right? 
2. Applying makeup 
From the way men 

complain about women 
wasting time with makeup, 
it's quite strange to discover 
that some men actually love 
watching them apply it. 

But Obinna really likes. 
"There ' s  jus t  something 
fascinating about watching 
my babe apply make up. I just 
sit down and watch her do all 
that stuff. I love it And of  
course, I love seeing her wear 
the makeup so gorgeously," he 
says. 

Fo u n d a t i o n  f o r  a 
re lat ionship on f leek, 
maybe? 

3. Stubbornness 
Okay. This is straight up 

weird AF. Who loves a 
stubborn woman, right? 

Well, Chibuzor says; "I 
l o v e  s t u b b o r n n e s s  i n  a 
woman... I don't know why, I 
can't explain it, I just do." 

It's probably something 
to do with knowing a 
woman can stand her 
ground, and insist when 
she needs to. 

4. Stretch marks 
Never thought the word 

stretch-mark and attractive 
would ever be used in the 
same sentence but some 
guys actually find stretch 
marks attractive. 

Folarin, 26, tells us that 
it's something about loving 
a  woman  " d e s p i t e  h e r 
imperfections." 

Fair enough. 
5. Wearing glasses 
This is quite common 

and very understandable - 
women in glasses  are 

usually very good looking. 
Why this makes our list 

is because women who 
wear glasses sometimes 
fear they are unattractive 
because of  that. 

If  only you knew how 
gorgeous those frames 
make you look! 

6. No make up 
"I just like it when she can 

feel comfortable around me 
without makeup. I feel she 
needs to know that with or 
without makeup, I find her 
gorgeous" says Ibidapo. 

7. Clumsiness 
While it is cool to be 

well-behaved, comported, 
and calm, quite a number 
of  guys have also shown 
interest in women with 
clumsy, goofy sides - those 
who are not always serious 
or uptight and can make 
those crazy faces for selfies. 
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leeping naked has been 

Sproven to be essential to 
maintaining good health.

You could be missing out on 
some serious benefits from sleeping 
the old fashioned way: buck naked. 

But, sleep is vital to being a 
functional human being and not on 
the hot mess express. If  nighttime 
nudity gets you one step closer to 
better shut-eye, why not give it a go? 

Here are 5 reasons why getting 
naked when catching some sleep 
can benefit you in the bedroom and 
beyond. 

Boost your sex life 
Sleeping naked with your 

partner will help you boost intimacy 
thereby improving your sex life. 
Your significant other will be ready 
for more even without any touches. 
The close contacts between both of  
you allow the release of  oxytocin, 
the hormone of  love which boosts 
the  chances  o f  spending  an 
unforgettable night together. 

Enhances your beauty 
Sleeping naked helps your body 

release anti-ageing hormones. 
Wearing too many layers restricts 

ere are some important Hbenefits of  pineapple 
for sexual health.

W h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o 
aphrodisiacs, Pineapples are one 
of  the most important fruits to 
have.  They  conta in  many 
nutrients that are good for your 
sexual health and make sex more 
enjoyable. 

Here are some benefits of  
pineapple 

1 .  I t  t r e a t s  e r e c t i l e 
dysfunction 

Vitamin C-rich foods like 
pineapple are on the top of  the 
list of  things that assist with 
erectile dysfunction since it 
improves blood flow to the penis. 

Vitamin C increases the 
ability to sustain an erection by 
enhancing blood flow to the 
erectile tissues. 

Additionally, Nitric acid 
facilitates easier dilation of  the 
blood channels in the penis. 
Pineapple boosts the generation 
of  nitric oxide and prevents its 
breakdown. 

2. It treats impotence in men 
and increases their libido 

This tropical fruit is a strong 
source of  manganese in addition 
to being high in vitamin C. 
Manganese is also essential for 
men's libidos.

One cup of  p ineapple 
contains around 67% of  your 
daily needs for manganese. 
Increased consumption of  this 
element is associated with 
increased sexual desire. 

In lab tests, it was found that 
a manganese deficiency caused a 
lack of  libido and ejaculation. 

3. Makes sperm and vagina 
smell and taste better 

P ineapple  i s  a  superb 

detoxifier. Pineapple juice's 
acidic pH and high sugar content 
are two factors that improve the 
smell of  sperm. 

One of  the  incredib le 
pineapple health benefits for 
sexual performance is that it 
helps the body eliminate mucus. 

Drink a glass of  pineapple 
juice with your meal to improve 
the smell of  sperm. While 
pineapple juice may enhance 
sperm odor, it does not always 
sweeten it. 

There is an unproven claim 
that pineapple juice changes the 
smell and taste of  female vaginal 
fluids. 

4. Improves sexual stamina 
Pineapple helps men last 

longer in bed by increasing their 
stamina. The high levels of  
vitamin C and thiamine in 
p ineapp le,  in  add i t ion  to 
bromelain, increase sexual 
stamina. 

5. Improves overall sexual 
health 

Additionally, pineapples are 
high in antioxidants which fight 
free radicals. According to 
studies, antioxidants boost sex 
hormone levels, increase fertility, 
protect against various age-
related sexual disorders, and 
keep the immune system strong. 

ots of  women are turning Lto a variety of  natural 
methods to get bigger 

breasts without resorting to an 
extreme method such as surgery. 
While the results from these 
methods are far more subtle, if  
you exercise a little bit of  
patience and remain consistent, 
you will begin to see results. 

The size of  your boobs is 
determined by a combination of  
genetics, lifestyle, and body 
weight and whilst there's no 
magical formula to go up a cup 
size or two, building and toning 
your chest muscles can make 
your  breasts  look perkier. 
Re g u l a r ly  m a s s a g i n g  a n d 
moisturising them might keep 
them soft and supple. If  you quit 
smoking, you spare your skin 
elasticity which helps avoid 
sagging and drooping. Gaining 
weight is also a quick and easy 
way of  getting some extra breast 
mass. 

Exercise 
Yo u  c a n  u s e  b r e a s t 

enhancement  exerc i ses  to 
increase the size of  the muscles 
under your breasts. This can 
make your breasts seem to be 
bigger. It doesn't actually grow 
your breast or cup size. Rather, it 
gives the illusion that your breasts 
are bigger than they actually are. 

If  you want to give it a go, 
stick to pushups, dumbbell flys 
and chest dips. These are three of  
the easiest exercises that you can 
do and they are  the  most 
effective. 

Consider breast-enlarging 
herbs 

A wide selection of  herbs 
and plant supplements purported 
to cause breast growth are 
available for sale both online and 
at natural healing stores. Though 
some women swear by these 
natural medicines, none have 
been scientifically proven to be as 
effective yet some who believe in 

weight differently. Some women 
gain weight in their thighs, belly, 
or elsewhere before gaining 
weight in their chest so know 
your body before you take the 
plunge. 

Cons ider  tak ing  b i r th 
control 

For women who want to 
prevent pregnancy and also 
want bigger breasts, birth control 
pills can be an effective solution 
for both problems, as breast 
growth is a common side-effect 
of  many hormone-based birth 
control pills. 

Most birth control pills 
contain the female sex hormone 
oestrogen, which, as discussed 
below, can cause slight breast 
growth. However, you should 
never take birth control just to 
get bigger breasts, as it's a 
powerful medication that can 
have serious side effects. Make 
sure you consult you doctor 
before you take the plunge. 

traditional medicine, swear by 
them. Some herbs that allegedly 
encourage breast growth are: 

Try breast massage 
Some sources claim that, by 

massaging the breasts with 
proper technique, it's possible to 
cause slight breast growth. 

Sometimes, these sources 
recommend the use of  special 
oils, creams, or gadgets to 
encourage growth. Though this 
may feel good and lead to 
relaxation which leads to an 
improvement in your mood. 

Consider gaining weight if  
you are thin 

Breasts are mainly mad up of  
fatty connective tissue. Like the 
rest of  the fatty tissue on the 
body, this is eventually lost when 
one loses weight. If  you are thin 
and have small breasts, putting 
on just a few extra pounds of  fat 
can help fill out your breasts. 

However, it's important to 
note that all women carry their 

meeting dermatologist because of  
rash, irritation and other skin issues. 

Improves your sleep 
T h e  b o dy ' s  t e m p e r a t u r e 

naturally lowers when we sleep. 

However, it doesn't happen so when 
you wear pyjama. Sleeping naked, 
on the contrary, improve your sleep 
and your overall health. People who 
don't get high quality sleep each 

night feel and look unhealthy which 
can make them live a shorter life. If  
you want a sound sleep, get into a 
habit of  sleeping naked. 

the proper release of  
hormones like growth 
hormones, etc. If  these 
h o r m o n e s  a r e  n o t 
r e l e a s e d  p r o p e r l y 
throughout the night 
while you sleep, your 
hair and skin will not be 
reconditioned. 

Improves genital 
health 

One of  the most 
compelling reasons to 
sleep naked is its benefits 
to the genital part of  the 
body. Airing out your 
private areas while you 
s l e e p  i s  e s p e c i a l ly 
important for women. 
Wearing underwear 
traps in moisture allows 
bacteria to thrive and 
possibly cause a vaginal 
infection in women. 

Get a healthier skin 
H e a l t hy  s k i n  i s 

influenced by getting the right 
amount of  air on your skin. Sleeping 
naked let your skin get plenty of  
clean air and it prevents you from 

Reasons why sleeping naked must be a routine 

Diced Pineapples: Ways pineapples improve your sexual health 

Natural ways to increase the size of your breasts 



Malaysia’s former First Lady, Rosmah sentenced to 10 years in jail
 for graft, after husband’s similar fate
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Rosmah Mansor being moved to prison by Malaysian Security 
Agents after judgement.

Foreign News

L
ocal and international 
health officials have 
said that waterborne 
diseases could spread 

rapidly under the current con-
ditions. Hundreds of  clinics 
have been damaged and many 
survivors are unable to reach 
doctors.

Officials in Pakistan as well as 
the World Health Organization 
(WHO) warned on Wednesday 
that a health crisis could follow 
the devastating floods in the 
country that have cost at least 
1,160 lives and affected more 
then 33 million people.

“WHO is working with 
health authorities to respond 
quickly and effectively on the 
ground,” said Dr. Palitha Ma-
hipala, the WHO representa-
tive in Pakistan.

 “Our key priorities now are 
to ensure rapid access to es-
sential health services to the 
flood-affected population, (to) 
strengthen and expand disease 
surveillance, outbreak preven-
tion and control, and ensure 
robust health cluster coordina-
tion.’’

On top of  the 888 clinics and 
hospitals damaged or destroyed 
by the flooding, the damage to 
infrastructure has also made 
reaching health services more 
difficult.

 WHO has also raised the 
alarm about the possibili-
ty of  waterborne diseases 
spreading rapidly. The cli-
mate-change-driven “mon-
soons on steroids,” as Unit-
ed Nations chief  Antonio 
Guterres put it, have been 
raging since mid-June and put 

one-third of  the country under-
water.

Dr. Azra Fazal Pechuho, 
health minister in the coun-
try’s worst-affected province 
of  Sindh, said officials have 
set up 4,210 medical camps in 
the province’s flood-hit areas 
to treat victims now suffering 
from skin and waterborne dis-
eases, which are common dur-
ing floods. Doctors in Pakistan 
have also reported widespread 

Pakistan: WHO warns of health crisis after floods

Many survivors have had to live in makeshift tents while they wait for government aid.

issues with mental trauma fol-
lowing the flooding.

Local authorities have been 
deploying emergency medical 
teams to dispatch medicine and 
provide clean drinking water to 
the many flood victims current-
ly living in tents and makeshift 
camps.

Rescuers search worst-hit 
areas

Pakistani authorities backed 

A 
Malaysian court on 
Thursday sentenced Ros-
mah Mansor, the wife 

of  former Prime Minister Najib 
Razak, to a decade in prison for 
seeking and receiving bribes in 
exchange for government con-
tracts, just days after her husband 
was jailed for corruption.

Rosmah will also have to 

pay a fine of  970 million ring-
git ($216.45 million) over three 
bribery charges, Kuala Lumpur 
High Court Judge Mohamed 
Zaini Mazlan said, adding that 
the prosecution proved their case 
beyond a reasonable doubt.

The judge granted her a stay of  
sentence, so Rosmah will not go 
to jail on Thursday. She can ap-

peal the decision in two higher 
courts.

Rosmah, dressed in a yellow 
baju kurung – a traditional Ma-
laysian long blouse and skirt 
– and matching headscarf, ad-
dressed the judge tearfully imme-
diately after the verdict.

“I must admit that I’m very sad 
with what happened today,” she 
said. “Nobody saw me taking the 
money, nobody saw me counting 
the money…. but if  that’s the 
conclusion, I leave it to God.”

Her lawyers had asked for a 
one-day jail sentence, while pros-
ecutors sought “maximum or 
near maximum.”

The former first lady, seen as a 
powerful figure behind Najib, has 
been widely scorned in Malaysia 
for her extravagant lifestyle and 
penchant for Hermes Birkin bags.

Rosmah, 70, had pleaded not 
guilty to the three charges of  so-
liciting and receiving bribes be-

tween 2016 and 2017 to help a 
company secure a $279 million 
solar power supply project from 
Najib’s government.

Prosecutors say Rosmah 
sought a bribe of  187.5 million 
ringgit ($41.80 million) and re-
ceived 6.5 million ringgit from an 
official of  the company that won 
the project.

Rosmah has argued that she 
was framed by her former aide as 
well as several government and 
company officials involved in the 
project.

Rosmah also faces 17 charges 
of  money laundering and tax 
evasion in a separate case.

Najib and his wife, who has 
faced criticism for her lavish 
lifestyle, are at the center of  a 
wide-ranging crackdown on cor-
ruption mounted after defeat in a 
historic 2018 election ended Na-
jib’s nine years in power.

Last week, Najib began serv-
ing a 12-year jail sentence after 
Malaysia’s top court upheld his 

by the military, rescuers and 
volunteers, have struggled to 
evacuate marooned people to 
safer places. 

On Wednesday, military hel-
icopters continued evacuating 
flood victims and delivering 
food to remote regions, accord-
ing to a statement released by 
the military. It said it has de-
ployed at least 6,500 troops to 
assist in rescue and relief  oper-
ations.

conviction in a case linked to a 
multibillion-dollar graft scandal 
at state fund 1Malaysia Devel-
opment Berhad (1MDB). He re-
mains on trial in four other cor-
ruption cases.

Najib was voted out of  pow-
er amid public outrage over the 
1MDB scandal, which is the 
subject of  corruption and mon-
ey laundering investigations in at 
least six countries.

The U.S. Department of  Justice 
alleges that $4.5 billion were sto-
len from 1MDB, about $1 billion 
of  which made its way into Na-
jib’s personal bank accounts.

Some of  the funds stolen from 
1MDB were used to buy jewelry 
for Rosmah, including a $27 mil-
lion pink diamond necklace, U.S. 
lawsuits say.

Police found 12,000 individ-
ual items of  jewelry, 567 luxu-
ry handbags, 423 watches, and 
$26 million in cash at properties 
linked to the couple following 
Najib’s unexpected defeat in the 
2018 election.

Rescuers were also using 
boats to evacuate stranded peo-
ple in southern Sindh province 
and in remote villages in east-
ern Punjab province.

WHO’s warning about the 
spread of  disease came a day 
after government officials in Pa-
kistan said it would take an es-
timated $10 billion (€10 billion) 
to rebuild the flood-ravaged ar-
eas of  the country.
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2023 Presidency: Obi Made no deal
with Atiku - Doyin Okupe

Nkerehi or Umuchukwu? Community protests to Anambra Govt House over name change.

P
residential candidate 
of  Labour Party (LP) 
in the forthcoming 

2023 general election, Peter 
Obi has denied rumour that 
he was planning to back his 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) counterpart, Atiku 
Abubakar to win the elec-
tion.

The director-general of  
the Obi-Datti Ahmed pres-
idential campaign organi-
sation and a former presi-
dential spokesman, Doyin 
Okupe made the clarifica-
tion in a statement yester-
day.

Okupe rather described 
Obi as the most acceptable 
candidate by every segment 

of  the country’s populace 
and with the most potent 
capacity to rescue the coun-
try from its current degen-
eration to the abyss and 
stated that there was no 
basis for the LP presidential 
candidate to contemplate 
taking such action.

Okupe said “I hereby 
categorically refute the 
false statement, making the 
rounds, that Peter Obi has 
made any deal with Atiku 
Abubakar, the presidential 
candidate of  the PDP with 
respect to the 2023 Presi-
dential elections.

“By the grace of  God and 
the massive acceptance and 
support of  the Nigerian 

Nkerehi or Umuchukwu? Community protests to
Anambra Govt House over name change

S
ome members of  Nk-
erehi community in 
Orumba South Local 

Government Area of  Anam-
bra State have rejected the 
change of  their community’s 
name from Nkerehi to Umu-
chukwu.

The protesters who were 
at the Government House, 
Awka to bring their grouses 
to the knowledge of  the state 
governor, Prof  Chukwuma 
Soludo said they have been 
in bondage in their own land.

They alleged that a certain 
influential member of  their 
community was using his 
wealth to intimidate many 
members of  the community, 
including unilaterally chang-
ing the name of  the commu-
nity from Nkerehi to Umu-
chukwu.

The protesters who were 

led by Basil Igwike and the 
secretary general of  Nkerehi 
Progressive Union, Mr Jo-
seph Anunobi begged Solu-
do to intervene in the crisis 
rocking the community.

Igwike who addressed 
government officials while 
being received alongside the 
protesters at the government 
house lamented that besides 
clandestinely changing the 
name of  the town, the tradi-
tional stool of  the communi-
ty has been cornered for one 
family, even though it is not 
hereditary.

“Mr Governor, we are here 
as our brother from the same 
area with you, to beg you to 
intervene. How would you 

feel if  someone woke up one 
day and says your name is 
no longer your name?

 “Nkerehi is the name our 
forefathers have borne since 
the olden days but one man 
came up and changed it to 
Umuchukwu.

“We are here to beg you 
to please intervene. We have 
also heard that government 
plans to issue a certificate 
of  recognition to a monarch 
that was not elected by our 
community.

“We have written several 
petitions to your office but 
we have not heard of  any 
reply, that is why we de-
cided to come here to alert 
our governor on what we’re 

people, home and abroad, 
and especially the youths, 
Obi is far ahead of  all other 
presidential candidates in 
the country.

“He therefore cannot, 
logically, be negotiating 
with any other less popular 
candidates or their parties.”

Okukpe urged members 

of  the public to ignore what 
he called cheap, self-serving 
and distracting propagan-
da, saying it was not com-
ing from the Atiku camp.

He said train of  the OBI-
dient movement gathers 
more and more electorates 
on hourly basis, while it is 
evident that the political 

fortunes and followership 
of  the other parties dimin-
ish and recede like a drying 
lake in the scorching heat 
of  an arid desert.

“The Obi-Datti Presi-
dential Campaign Organ-
isation is focused on our 
mission which is to TAKE 
BACK NIGERIA and 

hand it over to the Nigerian 
Youths, to secure their col-
lective Destiny.

“Our compelling com-
mitment and promise is to 
“move Nigeria from con-
sumption to production and 
so Help us God,” Okupe 
stated.

passing through.”
Chief  Security Officer to 

the governor, Mr Kingsley 
Nkuma who received the 
protesters thanked them for 
being civil in their protest 
while also pledging to bring 
the grouses of  the protesters 
to the knowledge of  the gov-
ernor.

Meanwhile, placards 
wielded by the protesters 
bore the inscription; “His 
Excellency, our petition is on 
your table.

Nkerehi people have been 
marginalized for over 16 
years”, “please set up a panel 
to look into the crisis in our 
community,” and “Solu-
do please intervene in our 
plight” among others.

Not one road constructed in 
Arochukwu in 7 years of
Ikpeazu’s administration
- Udensi

A
n opposition lead-
er in Abia state and 
a chieftain of  All 

Progressive Grand Alliance, 
APGA Sir Chikwe Uden-
si has faulted the claim by 
the state governor, Okezie 
Ikpeazu at his broadcast to 
mark the 31st anniversary 
of  the state that he has con-
structed about 150 roads 
across the state since he took 
over office over seven years 
ago while over 40 are near-
ing completion.

While describing the 
claim as untrue, Udensi the 
disputed governorship can-
didate of  the party in Abia 
said if  the governor has con-
structed about 150 roads in 
the past seven and half  years 
yet his Arochukwu local 
government does not have 
one, the claim in unfounded.

In an interview, Udensi in-
sists that in the past 31 years, 
Abia is not been where it 
ought to be. According to 
him, a friend of  his from 
UmunneochI also raised a 
similar concern about the 
poor state of  roads in his lo-
cal government, a situation 
he said is the same in Isuik-
wuato.

“If  he has built 150 roads 

and some local governments 
don’t have a single road, 
then what are we talking 
about? Should we be clap-
ping for such a man?” he 
queried.

Sponsored Making a ref-
erence to the neighbour-
ing Ebonyi and Anambra 
states, he said Anambra in 
the last couple of  years has 
constructed and maintained 
320 roads in addition to four 
flyovers constructed. 

Ebonyi state he said has 
constructed and maintained 
350 roads, while Enugu has 
350 constructed and main-
tained and in Imo he said 
has close to 400 roads.

“The only way you can 
know if  you have done 
well is to look at what your 
neighbor is doing. “These 
states have done all these 
while still paying salaries, 
paying pensioners, paying 
all the outstanding of  emol-
ument of  workers,” he said.

He accused the governor 
of  abandoning healthcare 
facilities, stating that Ik-
peazu has not raised the bar 
of  good governance in the 
past seven and a half  years, 
adding that a lot a still not 
done.

News

Anambra Senator, Ekwunife delivers hospital
equipments to 20-bed Health Centres 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Senator representing 
Anambra Central Sen-
atorial District, Uche 

Ekwunife, PhD, has delivered 
sets of  hospital equipments to 
20-bed health centres, in Neni, 
Anaocha LGA. The health 
centre which is located at the 
premises of  St John’s Catho-

lic Church, Neni is one of  the 
numerous projects attracted 
by the federal lawmaker. 

The delivery team was re-
ceived by the parish priest of  
the Catholic Church, Rev. 
Fr. Peter Akaenyi. Speaking 
shortly after the presentation, 
Rev. Fr Peter Akaenyi ex-
pressed gratitude to Senator 
Ekwunife for her benevolence 
while praying to God for more 
blessings upon her.

Rivers Police confirms death of former image maker

From godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt

T
he Rivers State Police 
command has officially 
announced the death 

of  the former Public Relations 
Officer and Divisional Police 
Officer in charge of  Elimgbu 
station, late Superintendent 
of  Police, Nnamdi Omoni.

The Commissioner of  Po-
lice, CP Friday Eboka in a 
statement, announced the de-
mise of  SP Nnamdi Omoni 

whose death occurred 30th 
August, 2022 at Rivers State 
Teaching Hospital. 

According to the statement 
by the command Public Re-
lations officer Grace Iringe-
koko the late SP, Omoni who 
was an eminent communi-
cator, hailed from Rundele 
Community in Emohua Lo-
cal Government Area of  the 
state.

The statement disclosed 
that the late Omoni was en-
listed into the Nigeria Police 

Force on 1st of  November, 
1989, and served in various 
capacities including Rivers 
state command PPRO for 
many years. 

The command used the 
opportunity to convey their 
heartfelt condolences to the 
Omoni’s family, friends, and 
all the good people of  Rivers 
state and assured that further 
development concerning his 
burial will be communicated 
in due course, after consulta-
tions with the family mem-
bers.

... Commiserates with family

 Recall that two weeks ago, 
the quintessential lawmaker 
delivered a 30kva generator to 
the health centre. With this de-
velopment, the centre is now 
fully equipped to commence 
operation and provide the 
much needed primary health 
care services to Neni commu-
nity and other communities 
in Anaocha local government 
area and beyond.



ormer Arsenal Fcaptain, Pierre-
E m e r i c k 

A u b a m e y a n g ,  h a s 
arrived in London to 
complete a switch to 
Chelsea from Barcelona.

The striker has been 
p ic tured  in  London 
ahead of  his move to 

anchester City Ms t r e n g t h e n e d 
their injury-hit 

defence on Thursday by 
signing Swiss international 
Manuel Akanji on a five-
year deal from Borussia 
Dortmund. 

Akanji will provide the 
Premier League champions 
with extra defensive depth 
after recent injuries to 
center -backs  Aymer ic 
Laporte and Nathan Ake. 

“I am delighted to be 
here, and can't wait to get 
started,” Akanji, who cost 
City a reported £17 million 
($19.7 million) told the 
club's website. 

“City have been one of  
the best teams in Europe 
over the last few seasons. 
They are brilliant to watch, 
play an exciting brand of  
football and compete for 
trophies year in, year out, so 
coming here feels like the 
perfect next step in my 
career.” 

The 27-year-old spent 
four-and-a-half  seasons 
with Dortmund after joining 
from Basel in 2018. 

Akanji is City's fifth 
summer signing after former 
D o r t mu n d  t e a m - m a t e 
Erling Haaland, Kalvin 
Phillips, Sergio Gomez and 
Stefan Ortega Moreno. 

B o t h  A k a n j i  a n d 
Haaland could face their 
former club on September 
14, with Dortmund due to 
play City at the Etihad 
Stadium in the Champions 
League group stage.

eteran Scottish coach, 

VDavid Moyes, has 
praised the West Ham 

United board for backing him 

League season.
Their spend has gone 

higher than £150 million, 
securing the likes of  Lucas 
P a q u e t a ,  G i a n l u c a 
S c a m a c c a  a n d  N aye f  
Aguerd.

Thilo Kehrer is another 
new signing, and he was 
involved in their 1-1 draw 
against  Tottenham on 
Wednesday.

“It's been a really long 
window,” Moyes said post-
game.

 “The board have been 
really good and helped me 
get a lot of  talented players.

“ W e  a r e  s t i l l 
integrating players.

“Hopefully now with 
Lucas coming in we can 
start to build and get some 
positive results.”

Asked how long the 
new signings will take to 
settle, Moyes admitted: “I'd 
love to say only a couple of  
weeks but it'll probably take 
longer for players to get 
used to each other and start 
to develop.”

this summer.
The Hammers have been 

big spenders in the transfer 
market, while they have made 
a poor start to the Premier 

e i c e s t e r  h a v e Lc o m p l e t e d  t h e 
signing of  Wout 

Faes from Reims as a 
replacement for Wesley 
Fofana.

T h e  2 4 - y e a r - o l d 
defender has signed a five-
year contract with the 
Foxes.

Faes is  a Belgium 
international who came 
t h r o u g h  A n d e r l e c h t ' s 
academy system.

He joined Reims in 
2 0 2 2  a n d  m a d e  7 5 
appearances for the Ligue 
Un club, scoring five goals.

He was voted the club's 
Player of  the Season at the 
end of  the last campaign.

Speaking to LCFC TV, 
Faes said: “It's an amazing 
feeling; it's not sunk in yet. 
This is the dream step in my 
career, and I'm very happy 
to be here.

“I'm progressing year 
after year, and I hope to 
continue doing the same 
here. All the facilities and 
knowledge is here to help 
me to get even better.

“I will have to work 
hard, but I will give 100 per 
cent to help the team.

M e a n w h i l e , 
talkSPORT's Jim White 
reports that Aston Villa 
rejected Arsenal's bid for 

midfielder Douglas Luiz, 
saying he is “not for sale.”

Arsenal have made a 
£20m bid, plus add-ons, as 
Mikel Arteta wants to add 
depth to his midfield room.

Recent  injur ies  to 
Mohamed Elneny and 
T h o m a s  P a r t e y  h av e 
accelerated their need, 

w h i l e  A i n s l e y 
Maitland-Niles is 
h e a d i n g  t o 
Southampton.

B u t  t h e 
Gunners face a fight 
to convince Villa to 
part with Luiz.

arcelona are close to Bterminating Martin 
B r a i t h w a i t e ' s 

contract at the club, so he 
can join LaLiga r ivals 

Espanyol.
Braithwaite, who is now 

surplus to requirement at 
Nou Camp, will sign a deal 
until June 2025 at his new 
club.

“Martin Braithwaite is 

now undergoing medical 
tests with Espanyol as he 
wi l l  s ign  h is  contrac t 
termination with Barcelona 
later today.

“Braithwaite will sign 
with Espanyol on a three 
year deal, June 2025,” 
transfer expert, Fabrizio 
Romano tweeted.

Romano also revealed 
Juventus midfielder, Arthur 
Melo, is set to undergo 
medicals with Liverpool 
ahead of  a season-long loan 
move.

He wrote: “Medical 
scheduled in the afternoon 
f o r  A r t h u r  M e l o  a s 
Liverpool and Juventus are 
closing on final details of  a 
loan deal for Brazilian 
midfielder. NO buy option 
as things stand.

“Arthur has accepted 
right after the first call 
received by.”

Chelsea.
The Gabon striker 

o f f e r e d  s o m e  s h o r t 
answers to a journalist's 
questions as he headed 
into a London hotel.

Asked if  he's happy 
to be playing in the 
Premier League again, he 
said:  “For sure,  I 'm 

back.”
And asked if  he's 

excited to play under 
Thomas Tuchel once 
more, he added: “It's 
nice.”

Meanwhile, Denis 
Zakaria has completed 
his medical at Stamford 
Bridge to complete a 

move from Juventus to 
Chelsea.

Footbal l  t ransfer 
expert, Romano Fabrizio 
tweeted, “Here on his 
first night as Chelsea 
player, right after medical 
tests completed in Turin. 

Friday 02 - Saturday 03 September, 2022  

Leicester announce Fofana's replacement
as Arsenal suffer blow

Barcelona terminate striker's
deal as Melo travels for Liverpool
medical

Man City sign Dortmund's
Akanji in £17m deal 

Moyes praises West Ham board for
transfer backing

Faes

Braithwaite

Akanji

Transfer: Aubameyang arrives London

Aubameyang

Moyes
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eicester City are Lreportedly close to 
s ign ing  for mer 

Real Madrid vice-captain, 
Marcelo, who is currently 
a free agent.

According to Spanish 
journalist Marti Miras, 
Marcelo is set to undergo 
a medical at the King 
Power Stadium.

The Brazilian left-
back will sign a contract 
that will keep him at the 
King Power Stadium until 
June of  2023.

ulham have completed Fthe signing of  Willian, 
talkSPORT reports.

The former Chelsea and 
Arsenal forward was a free 
agent, having left Brazilian 
club Corinthians earlier this 
month.

Willian, 34, has already 
been training with Fulham 
ahead of  sealing the move.

Also, the West London 
club are bringing in Dan 
James in a loan move from 
L e e d s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o 

talkSPORT.
The Wales international 

was also a subject of  interest 

rsenal right-back 

ACedric Soares has  
chosen to snub 

deadline-day interest from 
Fulham in order to stay at 
the Emirates.

T h e  f o r m e r 
Southampton man is still 
w a i t i n g  f o r  h i s  f i r s t 
appearance of  the new 
Premier League season 
after  being an unused 
substitute in three games 
and failing to make the 
squad against Leicester 
City or Bournemouth.

C e d r i c  f e a t u r e d 
prominently for Mikel 
Arteta's side in the 2021-22 
season amid Takehiro 
Tomiyasu's injury woes, 
tallying one goal and three 
assists in 26 matches and 
making 16 Premier League 
starts.

However, Tomiyasu has 
since returned to fitness, 
and the return of  William 
Saliba from his loan spell at 
Marseille has allowed Ben 
White to start the 2022-23 
season as Arteta's first-
choice right-back.

C e d r i c ' s  l o n g - t e r m 
future has understandably 
been called into question 
throughout the summer 
months, and the 31-year-
o l d ' s  c o n t r a c t  a t  t h e 
Emirates expires in the 
summer of  2024.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
football.london, Fulham  
who have already done 
business with Arsenal this 
summer for the transfer of  
Bernd Leno  have shown an 
interest in taking Cedric off  
of  the Gunners' hands.

H o w e v e r ,  C e d r i c 
supposedly has no interest 
in making the move to 
Craven Cottage and instead 
wants to stay and try to 
prove himself  at Arsenal in 
the coming months.

T h e  P o r t u g a l 
inter nat ional  in i t ia l ly 
signed for the Gunners on 
loan from Southampton in 
January 2020, and his 
switch to North London on 
a free transfer was made 
official a few months later.

C e d r i c  h a s  s i n c e 
amassed two goals and five 
assists from 55 outings for 
Arsenal in all competitions, 
a n d  t h e  G u n n e r s  a r e 
unlikely to sanction his 
d e p a r t u r e  w h i l e  t h e y 
continue to trim their 
defensive ranks.

from Tottenham this summer.
Fulham also had a bid for 

Ben Brereton Diaz rejected by 
Blackburn on the deadline 
day.

Meanwhile, Marseille 
forward Bamba Dieng is on 

his way to Leeds to undergo a 
medical after the two clubs 
agreed a fee.

Leeds are also interested 
in Wolves striker Hwang Hee-
Chan.

M a r c e l o  h a s  b e e n 
wi thout  a  c lub  s ince 
leaving Real Madrid when 
his contract expired at the 
end of  last season

Leices ter  Ci ty  are 
reportedly close to signing 
former Real Madrid vice-
captain, Marcelo, who is 
currently a free agent.

According to Spanish 
journalist Marti Miras, 
Marcelo is set to undergo a 
medical at the King Power 
Stadium.

The Brazilian left-back 
will sign a contract that 
will keep him at the King 
Power Stadium until June 
of  2023.

M a r c e l o  h a s  b e e n 
wi thout  a  c lub  s ince 
leaving Real Madrid when 
his contract expired at the 
end of  last season.

He joined Real Madrid 
back in 2007 and made an 
a s t o n i s h i n g  5 4 6 
a p p e a r a n c e s  f o r  t h e 
L a L i g a  c h a m p i o n s , 

scoring 38 times.
Marcelo was part of  

the Real Madrid side 
that won the Champions 
League on five separate 
occasions while also 
winning six La Liga 
titles and four Club 
World Cups.

T h e  3 4 - ye a r - o l d 
formed a legendary 
p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h 
Cristiano Ronaldo down 
Real Madrid's left-hand 
side, as the Los Blancos 
enjoyed incredible success 
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p a s t 
decade.

ottingham Forest 

Nhave announced 
t h e  s i g n i n g  o f  

defender Willy Boly from 
Wolves, taking the club's 
summer transfers up to 19.

T h e  I v o r y  C o a s t 
international, 31, has signed 
a two-year deal at the City 
Ground to further bolster 
S t eve  C o o p e r ' s  s q u a d 
following a return to the 
Premier League.

B o l y  m a d e  1 4 7 
appearances for Wolves, but 
his departure was somewhat 
acrimonious after he failed 
to turn up for Sunday's 1-1 
d raw wi th  Newcas t l e, 
despite being named in the 
squad.

“I am very excited to 
have a new adventure with 
this big club and am very 
impatient to start my first 
game and training to meet 
the lads,” Bony said to 
Forest TV.

“I was not surprised 
about the signings (that 
Forest made since being 
promoted) ,  because  i t 
doesn't mean nothing – it 
was the spirit the team have 
shown (in the Premier 
League so far) which was 
more important for me.”

Speaking on Thursday 
morning, Cooper confirmed 
he hoped to be able to end a 
“unique transfer window” 
with a couple more signings 
ahead of  the 11pm deadline.

 “Things are going on 
and it can be a little bit of  a 
scramble on deadline day, 
not just for us, for any club, 
but we are certainly trying to 
do a few things,” he said.

“Some might come off, 
none of  it might come off, so 
we will wait and see, but we 
are trying that is for sure.”

Netherlands

16:30 Ajax – Cambuur—Ov 1.5

18:45 Twente – PSV—2 

20:00 Sparta Rotterdam - FC 

Volendam—1X 

21:00 G.A. Eagles – Feyenoord—x2 

Italy

15:00Fiorentina – Juventus—X  

18:00AC Milan – Inter—X 

20:45Lazio – Napoli—1 

Germany

15:30Bochum - Werder Bremen—X2 

15:30Stuttgart – Schalke—1X 

15:30Union Berlin - Bayern Munich—2 

& Ov 2.5

18:30Eintracht Frankfurt - RB 

Leipzig—X 

France

17:00Auxerre - Marseille –X2 

19:00Lyon – Angers—1X 

Spain

14:00 Mallorca – Girona--1X  

16:15 Real Madrid – Betis-- 1X 

18:30 Real Sociedad - Atl. Madrid—X 

21:00 Sevilla – Barcelona—2 

Betting tips for the weekend

...Bet responsibly

Willian returns to West London as Bamba Dieng
lands in England

Willy Boly is  Nottingham
th19  signing 

Willian

Boly

Cedric snubs Fulham interest to stay at Arsenal

Transfer: Marcelo in shock
move to Leicester

Marcelo


