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Insecurity situation in Anambra is unfortunate, 
unacceptable - National Link Chapel

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe 
Awka

N
ational Link Chapel 
of  the Nigerian Un-
ion of  Journalist, 

Anambra Council has ex-
pressed dissatisfaction over 
the insecurity situation in 
that state after Sunday’s at-
tempted assassination on the 
Senator representing Anam-
bra South Senatorial Zone, 

Sen. Ifeanyi Uba.
Chairman of  the Chapel, 

Mr Tempest Udeze disclosed 
this in a resolution reached 
during its monthly meeting 
held at Nnewi and made 
available to News Echo.

According to the Mr 
Udeze, “Sunday’s attack on 
Senator Uba is unaccept-
able and the responsibility 
of  every government is the 
protection of  lives and prop-

erty of  the common masses. 
Anything short of  that is un-
acceptable to the society”.

“In as much as we be-
lieve that the governor, Prof  
Charles Soludo is doing 
much in area of  security, due 
to the level of  collapse in that 
sector from the last admin-
istration, we are urging him 
to step up because for the 
hoodlums to lay ambush and 
spend time there before the 

arrival of  the distinguished 
Senator shows that is a gap 
in the security apparatus of  
this very state”. 

“The intelligence gather-
ing of  the security agencies 
in this very state shows that 
it is collapsing, so we are urg-
ing them to do more and stop 

the loquacious attitude”.
“We are self  independ-

ent people, that can survive 
tough situations but when 
the security is down it will 
definitely affect the econo-
my”.

The Chairman while com-
mending Prof  Soludo noted 
that “In as much as we talk 
about the security, we must 
commend in other areas he 
is improving. We know not 
much was left in the coffers 

when he assumed office”. 
“So that is the position of  

this very chapel and we en-
courage the governor to do 
more. We equally thank God 
for the safety of  Senator Uba 
in as much we regret the loss 
of  life of  his personal and 
security aids, It is so painful 
and we now extend our con-
dolences to the families of  
the deceased by asking God 
to give them the fortitude to 
bear the irreparable loss”, he 
added.

Vision Africa Radio sponsors football 
competition 
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

P
rison inmates at Ni-
geria Correctional 
Service, Umuahia 

prisons have been charged 
to behave well while they 
undergo their periods of  
rehabilitations and correc-
tions.

This advice was given 
by the station manager of  
Vision Africa radio sta-
tion Umuahia, Charles 
Iheanacho during a football 
competition it organised for 
inmates of  Nigeria Correc-
tional Service, Umuahia 
prisons.

The football match, ac-
cording to the Vision Africa 
radio station manager, was 
aimed at giving the inmates 

hope, sense of  belonging 
and comfort.

It was also used to discov-
er the talented among the 
inmates with the idea of  
encouraging them after they 
might have served out their 
jail terms.

The media outfit said the 
sports competition was one 
of  its numerous life chang-
ing and society improving 
schemes.

The winning team at the 
football game was presented 
with the victory trophy and 
cash gifts by Vision Africa.

In his address during the 
event, the DSP Chimezie 
Ezeala of  Nigeria Correc-
tional Service Umuahia 
who represented DCP of  
Umuahia Correctional 
Center, Anyahara Samuel 

commended the manage-
ment of  Vision Africa for 
partnering with Abia State 
Command of  Nigeria Cor-
rectional Service in provid-
ing welfare of  inmates.

He also thanked the 
Comptroller-General of  
Nigeria Correctional Ser-
vice, Haliru Nababa and 
Abia State Comptroller, 
Kalu Ogbo for their efforts 
at improving the welfare of  
inmates nationwide.

A relative to one of  the 
inmates who watched the 
competition said his brother 
was a skill footballer before 
he found himself  in the pris-
on, assuring that the inmate 
would be sponsored to real-
ise his football talent if  he 
completes his duration in 
the Correctional Service.

Uzodimma has improved Imo economy 
via road construction 
- APC Owerri Zonal Chairman
By Ikenna Orioha

I
mo State Vice Chair-
man of  All Progressives 
Congress (APC), Ower-

ri Zone, Chief  Justus Ogu, 
has disclosed that Governor 
Hope Uzodimma has im-
proved the economy of  the 
state via quality road con-
struction and rehabilitation.

He made the disclosure 
while interacting with media 
professionals after a meeting 
involving some leaders and 
candidates of  APC held at 
the party’s secretariat Owerri 
on Wednesday.

Ogu reflected that the six 
signatory roads construct-
ed by the Shared Prosperity 
administration led by Gov-
ernor Hope Uzodimma and 
commissioned by President 
Mohammadu Buhari have 
made traffic movement eas-

ier for motorists and other 
road users who gladly and 
freely convey their goods 
and services within and 
outside Imo State, lessening 
cost of  transport fare and 
road hazards.

He added that insecuri-
ty has reduced in the state 
with residents living hap-
pily and comfortably cour-
tesy of  good road network, 
improvement on electrici-
ty supply among others in 
the state particularly at the 
urban areas, saying the re-
building and remodeling 
of  Imo State House of  As-
sembly Complex is another 
milestone gained by the rul-
ing party.

“Uzodimma’s achieve-
ments especially on road 
construction and reha-
bilitation are glaring and 
doubting Thomases can 
now believe and testify that 
Uzodimma delivered his 

promise of  quality road con-
struction which President 
Mohammadu Buhari com-
missioned. The six signatory 
roads built by 3r government 
are milestones. Imo people 
are glad that the nightmarish 
Njaba Bridge and Golly Ero-
sion had been tackled head-
long and this feat is first of  
its kind in the history of  Imo 
State since 1999”.

Ogu who maintained that 
Okigwe Road is nearing 
completion, said the “next 
generation will continue to 
recycle the signatory projects 
in Imo. Even traders were so 
happy with the governor for 
the signatory road projects 
hence they came out to re-
ceive the President. APC is 
united and has no internal 
crisis. Let Imo people con-
tinue to support APC and 
Governor Hope Uzodimma 
to advance development, 
peace, comfort and good liv-
ing”.I’ll revitalize agriculture, create employment

in Imo - APGA guber aspirant, Mba
By Ikenna Orioha

I
mo State gubernatori-
al aspirant in the 2023 
election under the plat-

form of  the All Progressives 
Grand Alliance (APGA), 
Prof. Tony Mba, has said 
that he will revitalize agri-
culture, create massive em-
ployment by installing func-
tional social amenities such 
as constant electricity sup-
ply in both urban and rural 
areas, construct and recon-
struct roads and bridges, in-
stall quality and accessible 
healthcare system, water 
scheme, enhance qualita-
tive and affordable educa-
tion, promote commerce 
and industry to strengthen 
even development, peace, 
comfort and security in Imo 
State.

Mba made this known 
while speaking to newsmen 
during the grand finale of  

Imo APGA August Wom-
en Meeting 2022 held at the 
party’s secretariat Owerri 
last week.

He added that he would 
stop at nothing to work in 
line with democratic ethos 
while respecting rule of  law, 
constitution and Imo State 
laws with due maintenance 
to local government auton-
omy by periodic conduct 
of  fair and free local gov-
ernment council election 
including judicious use of  
federal government alloca-
tions on vital projects that 
would be of  immense ben-
efit to the people.

Affirming that he came 
into the governorship race 
because he has the vision 
and leadership zeal and 
acumen to solidly, efficient-
ly transform Imo State and 
restore those things that 
were denied the people, 
Mba promised that he will 

do well if  the people give 
him the mandate to gov-
ern them in that capacity, 
saying he has been helping 
people particularly Ower-
ri people even while in the 
United States of  America.

“For donkey years, Imo 
people have been battling 
with the kingdom of  dark-
ness. If  I am elected, I will 
make them enjoy more. I 
will work in accordance to 
democratic tenets, respect 
rule of  law, abide by the 
constitution, install solid 
infrastructure, revamp ag-
riculture, build industries 
or factories, create employ-
ment, build and equip state-
of-the-art hospitals that 
are affordable and build 
good market structures 
with clean environment if  I 
emerge the governor of  Imo 
State in the next election”.

While urging Imo people 
to “vote in righteousness”, 

Ikpeazu warns PDP against
2015 mistakes
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State Governor, 
Dr Okezie Ikpeazu 
has said that he is 

open to every genuine rec-
onciliation in Peoples’ Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP) that will 
guarantee the victory of  the 
party in 2023 polls.

This is even as the Gov-
ernor has cautioned the 
umbrella party against mak-
ing the same mistakes that 
made it to lose the presiden-
tial elections in 2015.

Ikpeazu made the remarks 
at his Umuobiakwa country 
home in Obingwa LGA, 
when he played host to the 
members of  PDP Board of  
Trustees, who paid him a 
visit.

The Governor, who wel-
comed the BoT members, 
said he was committed to 
true reconciliation in his 

party ahead of  2023.
He noted that he was out 

to mobilize the PDP to vic-
tory but charged the BoT 
members to ensure that in-
terests of  all members are 
reconciled.

Responding, the new 
BoT Chairman and former 
Senate President, Senator 
Adolphus Wabara said his 
team was at Umuobiakwa 
country home of  Ikpeazu, 
as part of  its mandates of  
reconciling the PDP for to-
tal victory.

Wabara commended the 
Governor for his efforts in 
Abia State and described 
him as a key party man.

Ikpeazu, Oyo State Gov-
ernor Seyi Makinde and 
Samuel Ortom have been 
the closest ally to Governor 
Nyesom Wike of  Rivers 
State in the ongoing war 
or words with the national 
Chairman of  PDP, Iyorchie 
Ayu.

... Commiserates with families of the deceased on
Sunday attack on Senator Uba’s convoy

the Owerri born technocrat 
and academic mentioned 
that “Igbo people are not 
beggars. 

We are resourceful, god-
ly, peace loving, charitable 
and easy going. Let us rise 
and take back our land 
from bad eggs who had 
brought darkness to the 
land instead of  light. I will 
deliver because I have been 
tested and trusted in leader-
ship.

 I was the President in 
Owerri enclave for 9 years 
and I have also assisted 
Owerri people financially 
and morally. And I will in-
tensify benevolence if  given 
the opportunity”.

Mba who urged Imo 
women to continue to be 
of  good conduct as to help 
grow their families finan-
cially, described APGA as 
a winning team which is al-
ways formidable and solid.
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2023: APC youth inaugurates campaign
team for Tinubu in Anambra 

Chief Emeh cutting the tape to open the new Umuoji Ward Labour Party of�ce.

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

A
nambra State Chap-
ter of  the All Pro-
gressive Congress 

(APC Youth Wing), has 
inaugurated its Anambra 
campaign team in Awka, 
the State capital. 

The State Youth leader, 
Comrade Ejimofor Gabriel 
Jideofor, said at the inau-
guration that the team was 
constituted and determined 
to support the Asiwaju Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu’s 2023 pres-
idency under the platform 
of  the All Progressives Con-

gress (APC).
Jideofor, said the APC 

youths were selected based 
on their track record of  per-
formance and commitment 
in supporting the APC in 
Anambra state. He said 
that as a team, the officials 
would work to ensure the 
party Presidential candidate 
got the highest votes during 
the 2023 general polls in the 
state. 

“We assured of  the team’s 
commitment to ensure that 
Tinubu won the presiden-
tial election in a landslide 
victory together with other 
APC candidates in Anam-

Odili Cancer Cardiovascular Hospital ‘ll reduce 
medical tourism - Gov Wike
From Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt.

R
ivers State governor, 
Nyesom Ezenwo 
Wike says the Dr. Pe-

ter Odili Cancer and Cardi-
ovascular Disease Diagnos-
tic and Treatment Centre 
in Port Harcourt will stem 
capital flight and promote 
medical tourism in the state.

The governor said the 
Cancer and Cardiovascular 
Diagnosis Treatment Centre 
which will soon be inaugu-
rated and open to the public, 
will serve as a vehicle for 
promoting economic and 
social development and gen-

erating revenue for the State.
Governor Wike stated this 

shortly after inspecting the 
progress of  work at the hos-
pital on Wednesday.

The governor explained 
that his administration was 
spurred to embark on the 
construction of  the multi-
billion naira Cancer and 
Cardiovascular Diagnosis 
Treatment Centre to help 
patients who cannot afford 
to travel abroad for medical 
treatment.

He  said when the centre 
will be commissioned  and 
open for public use, it will 
drastically reduce the num-
ber of  those seeking med-
ical treatment overseas, as 
complicated cases will be 
conveniently treated in the 
State.

 “Most people have died, 
particularly because one 
type of  cancer or one type of  
heart disease and so many 
of  these people also may not 
have had the money to trav-
el overseas for treatment. So 
we said look, we can’t con-
tinue to allow this.”

Governor Wike noted that 

though the country has lots 
of  cancer and cardiovascu-
lar experts, the lack of  tech-
nologically advanced medi-
cal equipment and standard 
hospital often impede their 
potentials.  

According to him, the 
world class Dr. Peter Odili 
Cancer and Cardiovascular 
Diagnosis Treatment Cen-
tre will be equipped with 
state of  the art medical fa-
cilities to enable medical 
experts maximise their full 
potentials in the State.

The governor, who took 
time to inspect the helipad, 
the doctors’ quarters, ther-
apy centre, the landscaping 
and some of  the state of  the 
art medical equipment, dis-
closed that the Rivers State 
government will engage pri-
vate partners to manage the 
hospital.

 “We are already having 
discussion with partners 
overseas who will come and 
run this centre. We won’t 
leave it to the Ministry of  
Health, but their doctors 
will be part of  it. We will do 
it in such a way that it will 

bra State. 
“With the calibre of  APC 

members, like; Dr. Chris 
Ngige, Senator Andy Uba, 
Chief  George Moghalu, 
Senator Margret Okadigbo, 
Barrister Sharon Ikeazu, 
Chief  Chibuzor Obiako 
Engr. Bath Nwibe, Engr. 
Johnbosco Onoukwue 
and our able State Chiar-
man, Chief  Basil Ejidike, 
the emergence of  Tinubu, 
his runningmate, Senator 
Shetima and all other can-
didates of  the party is pos-
sible.

According to him, we are 
determine to give Tinubu 
and APC in Anambra, at 
least 40-50 percent of  vote 
cast during the election.

“We want to mobilize 
heavily for Tinubu’s victory. 

In every polling unit, you 
know in Anambra state, we 
have 5,720 polling units, 
and in each of  the polling 
unit, we have ten mobilizes 
who are known as polling 
unit coordinators, then in 
each of  the 326 wards, we 
have 20 mobilizes known as 
Ward Coordinators, in each 
of  the LGA, we have 20 co-
ordinators and at the state 
level we have 32 member 
board directors.

This people, we called 
them “fisher men”; they are 
to move around the state 
and collate data, mobilized 

for the success of  the party 
in the state. “So, in total, we 
have 63, 780 mobilizers that 
would ensure victory for 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu Pres-
idency in Anambra State, 
Jideofor added.

In his brief  remark, the 
State Chairman of  the 
party, Chief  Basil Ejidike, 
who was represented at the 
inauguration by the party 
former youth leader in the 
state, Comrade Augustine 
Muomaife, urged the team 

to commence grassroots 
mobilization as soon as pos-
sible. News Echo gathered 
that the inauguration took 
place at LA Hotels Ngozi-
ka housing estate Awka, on 
Wednesday.

be public private partnership 
so that we don’t regret in-
vesting in this edifice.”

The Rivers State governor 
commended the contractor, 
Julius Berger Nigeria Plc for 
adhering to the terms of  the 
contract and the timeline set 
for the completion of  the 
project.

 “A project we said will be 
completed within one year, 
Julius Berger has completed 
it. All we are waiting for is 
to take a date and commis-
sion it. This is world class 
standard. The Cancer and 
Cardiovascular Diagnosis 
Treatment Centre is world 
class. I’m not comparing, 
but I don’t know any cancer 
and cardiovascular diag-
nosis treatment centre that 
can match this. If  you have 
travelled all over the world, 
you’ll know what it is.”

He said the hospital will 
be commissioned in Octo-
ber along with the 8th and 
9th flyovers, and the dual-
ised Ahoada-Omoku Road. 
The governor also inspected 
ongoing work at the Nkpo-
lu-Oroworukwo flyover.

Soludo commissions Anambra 
telemedicine hub to link 
healthcare centres in rural areas 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

A
nambra State 
Governor Chuk-
wuma Soludo, on 

Wednesday, officially com-
missioned the telemedicine 
hub in the state. He said 
the hub will be use as a cast 
study in 10 communities 
healthcare centres within 
Oyi local government area 
of  the state to experiment 
it effect before linking it to 
other healthcare centres 
across the 181 communi-
ties.

The governor who per-
formed the commission-
ing ceremony at Compre-
hensive Medical Centre 
Awkuzu, in Oyi Council 
Area, where the hub is lo-
cated, said the hub, was 
part of  his plans to boost 
the healthcare system in 
Anambra State. He said the 
new medical approach was 
to make up for the deficit in 
healthcare professionals in 
the state. He noted that the 
Telemedicine Centre is first 
of  its kind to be launched in 
Nigeria. Soludo, appealed 
to Awkuzu community to 
ensure adequate protection 
of  the facility. The State 
Commissioner for Health, 
Dr Afam Obidike, in his 
address, said the initiative 

would increase access and 
improve healthcare deliv-
ery in the state. According 
to him, telemedicine is the 
use of  telecommunication 
technology to remotely di-
agnose and treat patients 
from any location, adding 
that it could be through tele-
phone conversation, e-mail 
or instant messaging con-
versation.

He said, “It is an innova-
tive way of  getting access 
and delivering healthcare 
through digital devices such 
as mobile devices and com-
puters. Telemedicine means 
that you can be in the com-
fort of  your home and book 
an appointment to see a 
doctor that is working any-
where in the world. The hub 
would enable Ndi-Anam-
bra to get medical attention 
globally, the Commissioner 
added.

In his remark, the Oyi 
Local Government Area 
Transition Committee 
Chairman, Chief  Emma-
nuel Nweke, while appreci-
ating the governor, for the 
project, promised to ensure 
adequate security in and 
around the hub. It was gath-
ered that the Telemedicine 
Centre was build and donat-
ed to the state government 
by a community group, Ad-
inma Awkuzu Association.

Buhari to present 2023 budget in October – Gbajabiamila

H
ouse of  Representa-
tives Speaker, Femi 
Gbajabiamila has 

said President Muhammadu 
Buhari is expected to present 
the 2023 budget to the Na-
tional Assembly in October.

Gbajabiamila gave the 
hint on Wednesday after in-
specting hearing rooms 028 
and 234 of  the House.

The rooms will serve as 

the temporary chamber due 
to the ongoing renovation of  
the House complex.

“I am hoping that the 
budget will be presented 
latest by first week of  Oc-
tober”, NAN quoted him 
saying.

The lawmaker added that 
configuration of  the tempo-
rary chamber would be done 
before September 20, date 

for resumption of  plenary.
“We will at the end of  

the day be proud to have a 
chamber that will match the 
best standard all over the 
world,” he said.

Gbajabiamila said the ren-
ovation was largely for the 
benefit of  the incoming 10th 
Assembly as it would be 
completed in August 2023.
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he Federal Government's total Tborrowing from the Central Bank 
of Nigeria (CBN) through Ways 

and Means Advances rose from N17.46tn 
as of December 2021 to N19.01tn as of 
April 2022.

According to data from the CBN, this 
represents an increase of N1.55tn within 
the first four months of 2022.

The N19.01tn owed the apex bank by 
the Federal Government is not part of the 
country's total public debt stock, which 
stood at N41.60tn as of March 2022, 
according to the Debt Management Office.

The public debt stock only includes the 
debts of  the Federal Government of 
Nigeria, the 36 state governments, and the 
Federal Capital Territory.

Ways and Means Advances is a loan 
facility through which the CBN finances 
the government's budget's shortfalls.

According to Section 38 of the CBN 
Act, 2007, the apex bank may grant 
temporary advances to the Federal 
Government with regard to temporary 
deficiency of budget revenue at such rate of 
interest as the bank may determine.

The Act read in part, “The total 
amount of such advances outstanding shall 
not at any time exceed five per cent of the 
previous year's actual revenue of the 
Federal Government.

“All advances shall be repaid as soon as 
possible and shall, in any event, be 
repayable by the end of  the Federal 
Government financial year in which they 
are granted and if such advances remain 
unpaid at the end of the year, the power of 
the bank to grant such further advances in 
any  subsequent  year  shal l  not  be 
exercisable, unless the outstanding 
advances have been repaid.”

However, the CBN has said on its 
website that the Federal Government's 
borrowing from it through the Ways and 
Means Advances could have adverse effects 
on the bank's monetary policy to the 
detriment of domestic prices and exchange 
rates.

“The direct consequence of central 
banks' financing of deficits are distortions 
or surges in monetary base leading to 
adverse effect on domestic prices and 
exchange rates i.e macroeconomic 
instability because of excess liquidity that 
has been injected into the economy,” it 
said.

In June last year, London-based 
Capital Economics, in a report titled 'The 
perils of deficit monetisation in Nigeria', 
noted that over the past six years, on 
average, around 55 per cent of annual 

budget shortfalls has been financed by the 
CBN.

“Many of  the problems plaguing 
Nigeria's economy – from high inflation to 
a persistently overvalued currency – are 
tied to the government's sustained reliance 
on the central bank to cover fiscal 
financing gaps,” it said.

The World Bank had in November last 
year warned the Nigerian government 
against financing deficits by borrowing 
from the CBN through the Ways and 
Means Advances, saying this put fiscal 
pressures on the country's expenditures.

The Washington-based bank added 
that the Federal Government's borrowing 
from the CBN was increasing the cost of 
debt in the country.

“Cost of  debt is high as Federal 
Government also resorts to overdraft 
(Ways and Means financing) from the CBN 
to meet in-year cash shortfalls,” it stated.

It, however, said that the Federal 
Government was making efforts to 
negotiate terms with the CBN in order to 
convert the stock of overdraft financing 
into a long-term debt instrument, which 
would lower the cost of debt for the 
g o ve r n m e n t  a n d  e n h a n c e  f i s c a l 
sustainability over the medium-long term.

Despite warnings from experts and 
organisations, the Federal Government 
has kept borrowing from the CBN to fund 
budget deficits.

It has been reported that the Federal 
Government paid an interest of N2.03tn 
from January 2020 to November 2021 on 
the loans it got from the CBN through the 
Ways and Means Advances.

We therefore advise the federal 
government to minimise its usage of 
central bank financing except it is are 
borrowing to finance capital projects, not 
for recurrent expenditure.

The central bank borrowing put 
pressure on the exchange rate and the 
inflation rate, with “liquidity that has no 
productivity attached to it coming into the 
system

And, what it means is that the central 
bank has been struggling with mopping up 
excess liquidity as a result of injection of 
liquidity not coming from productive 
activities but rather from Federal 
Government's Ways and Means borrowing

But, because the Federal Ministry of 
Finance or DMO is paying interest on the 
Ways and Means advances. So, the effect is 
that there is a cost to the borrowing, and 
the central bank is receiving the interest on 
it.
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FG's rising borrowing
from CBN threatens
nation with inflation 



s I continue to reflect on 

At h e  c h a l l e n g e s 
confronting Nigeria as a 

nation and the various actors 
responsible for i ts  woes,  i t 
suddenly occurred to me that 
there is a category of  persons that 
is often forgotten in the post-
mortem of  the corpse (state) of  the 
country. This class of  Nigerians, 
who are workers in the public 
service of  the nation at the various 
levels, are called civil servants.

They are the Nigerian workers 
responsible for service delivery in 
the public service. They form the 
engine room of  governance at all 
levels.  It  is  impossible and 
impracticable for the political 
class who are in charge of  the 
governance of  the nation to do 
anything in the absence of  civil 
servants. At times, they are called 
bureaucrats because they ought to 
follow institutionalized processes 
in the conduct of  governmental 
business.

In the past, they largely 
operated on the hierarchical 
structure and form part of  the 
institution called “the Executive” 
u n d e r  C h a p t e r  6  o f  t h e 
Constitution of  the Federal 
Republic of  Nigeria, 1999. To 
what extent they have discharged 
this assignment and assisted in the 
upholding of  the values and 
etiquettes of  governance shall 
summarily constitute the fulcrum 
of  this engagement. This exercise 
is not an exposition of  the roles of  
t h e  c i v i l  s e r v a n t s  i n  t h e 
administration of  the country but 
a  conversa t ion  around the 
evaluation of  their contribution to 
the state of  anomie the nation is 
in. To this end, I start with their 
roles as technocrats. Civil servants 
are meant to be the primary 
specialists in the rendering of  
advice and implementation of  
resolutions of  the political class. 
They are not meant to be swayed 
so much by the politics of  the 
nation but mainly by the national 
interest. In the past, civil servants 
would not permit the execution of  
any agenda or programme that 
was inimical to the interest of  the 
nation. While the political class 
f o r m u l a t e s  p o l i c i e s  a n d 
programmes, the execution of  
such policies and programmes 
rests on the shoulders of  the civil 
servants.

The head of  the civil service is 
called the Head of  Service (HoS) 
while the head of  each ministry in 
the civil service is referred to as the 
Permanent Secretary (PS). At a 
point during the regime of  
Military Head of  State, General 
I b r a h i m  B a b a n g i d a ,  t h e 
Permanent Secretaries, by way of  
nomenclature, were redesignated 
Directors-General. At another 
time, during the late President 
Umar Yar'adua administration, 
their tenures became limited and 
transitional. The point must be 
quickly made that the use of  the 
description 'Permanent Secretary' 
is not accidental but designed to 

indicate the security of  the tenure 
of  the various heads,  with 
consequential imports on other 
civil servants. In those glorious 
years, except for misconduct, 
these heads, inclusive of  their 
subordinates,  could not  be 
removed arbi t rar i ly  by  the 
political heads, as they enjoyed 
security of  tenure.

The civil servants were then 
responsible to the people and not 
the political class. The civil service 
structure we are maintaining 
today is supposed to be a vestige of  
our colonial past but for the recent 
balkanization by the political 
class. The emphasis of  the British 
people who bequeathed the civil 
service to us was to emphasize the 
superiority of  the people over the 
c i v i l  s e r v i c e ,  t h e r e b y 
subordinating them to the civil 
populace. That explains why, in 
the various correspondences in the 
past, it would be concluded with 
the affirmation of  servitude, using 
the language of  my friend and 
brother, Rauf  Aregbesola, “your 
o b e d i e n t  s e r v a n t ” .  T h i s 
appellation obtained up and until 
the military interregnum in the 
Nigerian governance. It is the 
omission of  this practice in 
contemporary civil service that 
has given civil servants the wrong 
impression of  entitlement and 
favour. Some, particularly, senior 
civil servants, assume superiority 
over the Nigerian people they are 
employed to serve most diligently. 
The net effect of  all these is that 
civil servants suddenly became 
inept and irresponsible. The 
situation is so bad today that, 
unlike in the past while growing 
up, that all correspondences sent 
to the government would be 
favoured with some sort of  
acknowledgement and promptly 
treated, in contemporary period, 
correspondences are hardly ever 
acknowledged, much less treated.

The civil service, therefore, 
certainly needs a cure, as it is 
indubitably sick at the moment. 
This attitude of  the civil servants 
c a n n o t  b e  d i s t a n c e d  f r o m 
compromise of  their personalities 
by the political class. This is 
because they enjoy the backing 
and immunity of  the political class 
who they actively rub their backs. 
It is now a case of  “I rub your 
back, you rub my back”. Share-
and-share alike now reigns. What 
a nation! The civil servants behave 
as if  they were our masters doing 
us a favour while carrying out 
their responsibility. You start 
wondering, what could have gone 
into their psyche?

As remarked above, they 
enjoy immunity through the 
political class members who they 
have compromised and provided 
the platform for pilferage. I shall 
dwell further on this in the course 
of  this conversation. While 
indulging in this habit, the civil 
servants believe that they can 
easily escape culpability. The 
situation is compounded by the 
quality of  the political class that 
we have. The political class 

members hardly understand the 
issues around the civil service, 
much less other issues. Hence, the 
political class cannot be expected 
to effect any progressive reform of  
the civil service. Who, therefore, 
will save or cure the civil service in 
the circumstance, may be the 
people to whom they are supposed 
to be historically accountable. 
That there is urgent need for 
reform is an understatement. The 
degeneration of  the civil service 
has reached a crescendo. Civil 
servants appear to have lost all 
sense of  direction and suddenly 
become cocky and arrogant in the 
discharge of  their duties to the 
people. As soon as citizens 
approach them in office, this is 
noticeable. The other way to 
appraise the situation of  this 
insubordination of  the civil 
servants to the people is to locate it 
within the relationship of  master 
and servant.

Is it possible for an employee 
to treat his master/employer with 
disdain and disrespect? Of  course, 
the answer is in the negative. The 
civil servants easily forget that 
their salaries and wages are 
provided by the people who are 
the taxpayers. As hinted above, the 
immuni ty  en joyed by  c iv i l 
servants is not out of  any propriety 
or forthrightness but due to the 
nefarious assignments carried out 
for the political class. Most times, 
in contemporary period, we 
hasten to condemn the political 
c lass  for  corr uption,  while 
forgetting that no political office 
holder can navigate the ocean of  
corruption in the civil service 
without the guidance of  civil 
servants. The civil service is ever a 
landmine to the political class. No 
pilferage or corruption can take 
place without active connivance 
with the civil servants.

Remember, they are the 
gatekeepers of  the nation's 
resources. The civil servants are 
the ones that render access to the 
p lunder ing  of  the  nat ion ' s 
resources by the political class. So, 
whenever you find a political 
off ice holder guilty of  any 
misconduct, behind the evil must 
be a civil servant at the barest 
minimum. The civil servants show 
the way and possess the keys to the 
nation's vault. You will discover 
that, by and large, the vaults are 

hardly broken into but willingly 
and voluntarily opened by the 
trustees of  the access, who are 
civil servants. They also help 
themselves to plunder the wealth 
of  the nation while assisting the 
political office holders to whom 
they have showed the way on how 
to successfully loot without being 
caught.  Civil  servants then 
become the largest real estate 
owners in Abuja, Lagos and Port 
Harcourt, to mention a few 
metropolis.

In every state of  the nation 
today, they own choice properties, 
over-spilling bank accounts in 
local and foreign territories and 
their children school in Ivy 
League  ins t i tu t ions  where 
thousands of  dollars are paid as 
school fees evidently beyond the 
statutory incomes of  their parents. 
The consequence is the public 
service dies while both the 
gatekeepers and political office 
holders have seen it  as the 
proverbial cow that must be 
m i l k e d  t o  d e a t h .  T h u s,  i f  
corruption thrives in our system 
today, it is simply because the civil 
service has collapsed. Some 
commentators have derisively 
referred to them as “evil servants”. 
B u t  w h a t  o t h e r  f a c t o r  i s 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h i s  u g l y 
development?

The degeneration of  the civil 
service and, by implication, the 
civil servants, is aided by various 
malfeasances perpetrated by the 
political class. The civil service 
p r e s e n t l y  s u f f e r s  s e v e r a l 
aff l ict ions,  cour tesy of  the 
political class.

Their tenure of  office is no 
more secured as they are sacked 
from time to time prematurely; 
their promotions are stultified; 
their emoluments are nothing to 
write home about; their career 
progression is no more guaranteed 
as often times, non-civil servants 
are brought in indiscriminately to 
displace existing civil servants, 
particularly at the peak of  their 
careers, thereby afflicting them 
with low morale. These and many 
more are reasons for the eventual 
progressive collapse of  the civil 
service and the decline in the 
status of  civil servants. Their 
resolve is broken.

T h e y  h ave  b e e n  b a d l y 
devalued and their ego battered. 

Consistently and gradually, you 
cannot differentiate them from the 
politicians . As a result of  this, the 
confidence that used to be exuded 
by civil servants vanished and is 
n o w  s u b s t i t u t e d  w i t h 
compromise. The situation is 
worsened by the apex Court's 
decision permitting the civil 
servants to engage in politics, and 
now taking off  context to imply 
that the civil servants can be 
politicians.

How do you explain several 
civil servants resigning, or retiring 
on a day and the next, becoming a 
candidate of  a political party? 
Certainly, he must have been a 
member prior to then. A classical 
case is that of  the Central Bank 
Governor of  Nigeria, Godwin 
Emefiele, who had the effrontery 
to manifest the intention to 
contest the primary election of  a 
political party while still on sit as 
the Governor of  the Central Bank.

By that singular act, he has, by 
today put  the  for thcoming 
election preparation in jeopardy. 
The political neutrality expected 
o f  t h a t  o f f i c e  h a s  b e e n 
compromised, now compelling 
t h e  I n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i o n a l 
Electoral Commission (INEC) to 
look for alternative safe haven 
other than the conventional 
Central Bank storage for its 
sensitive materials. Therefore, as 
we approach the year 2023 in 
which new political leaders of  the 
count r y  wi l l  emerge,  i t  i s 
imperative that we start clamoring 
f o r  t h e  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  a n d 
reorientation of  the civil service in 
preparation for a new dawn.

To this end, in order to have a 
m o t i v a t e d ,  c o u r a g e o u s 
population of  civil servants with 
integrity, it is crucial that we raise 
their level of  welfare, restore 
security of  tenure for them, retrain 
and reorientate them, politically 
insulate them etc. There must be 
by a rebirth of  the civil service in a 
way that it is not only professional 
but is subordinated to the people 
with the right culture in place. As 
we embark on this with the 
exis t ing c iv i l  ser vants,  the 
recruitment process must be 
overhauled in a manner that 
courage, honesty and integrity 
count in the recruitment process.

The best materials in all 
ramifications must be those to be 
employed. Gone were the days 
when the best trooped into the 
civil service, not now that the 
dregs largely populate the civil 
service out of  lack of  alternative; 
or prompted by the opportunity to 
steal. It is when this is done that, 
the civil servants will be able to 
discharge their duties efficiently 
and responsibly.

The concomitant implication 
of  this on the struggle to tame 
corruption in the country, can be 
imagined. It certainly will have 
exponential impact on good 
gover nance  o f  the  na t ion . 
Therefore, as admitted earlier, 
without reform, the progress and 
growth of  the nation will remain 
impaired and stultified.
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The civil service, therefore, 
certainly needs a cure, as it is 

indubitably sick at the moment. 
This attitude of  the civil servants 

cannot be distanced from 
compromise of  their personalities 

by the political class.

“
By Muiz Banire 
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2023: We’ll deliver 12 million votes
for Peter Obi – NLC

Soludo commissions Telemedicine Centre in Anambra.

P
eter Obi, the Labour 
Party’s presidential 
candidate, has been 

guaranteed a sizable vote by 
the Nigeria Labour Congress 
(NLC).

The NLC asserts that it 
would organize its members 
in each Local Government 
Area of  the nation to cast 
their votes for Peter Obi, the 
Labour Party’s (LP) presi-
dential candidate, in the 2023 
elections.

Ayuba Wabba, the presi-
dent of  the NLC, issued the 
promise on Monday, claiming 
that the workers’ union will 
cast no fewer than twelve mil-
lion votes for the LP to unseat 
the country’s leaders, whom 
he referred to as failures.

Wabba criticized the situa-
tion of  the country under the 
current administration and 
past leadership as he spoke at 
the opening of  a two-day La-
bour Party national retreat.

Wabba said this at the La-
bour Party Retreat entitled: 
“Nigeria at a Crossroads; 
Labour Party as the only op-
tion,” the National Chairman 
of  the Party, Barr Julius Abu-
re said they are out to redefine 
how politics should work in 
Nigeria.

Comrade Wabba said 
the Nigerian Labour Union 
would redefine politics come 
2023 general elections.

He reiterated the dismissal 
of  views that the Labour par-
ty has no structure. “We have 
structures. Human beings are 
structures. We must activate 
it. We are activating all our 
structures in all the 774 LGAs 
and we have over 12 million 
members that will vote,” 
Wabba said.

National Chairman of  the 
Party, Barr Julius Abure, also 
said they are out to redefine 
how politics should work in 
Nigeria.

His words: “We have had 
successive failed leadership. 
Nigeria is a country that is 
richly blessed. All we need is 
effective leadership for effec-
tive performance.

“What is worse now is in-
security, hunger and children 
are home without schools. 
It is obvious that something 
needs to be done if  we must 
not continue this way.

“I am proud of  Nigerians 
who have identified with the 
party and they are waiting for 
a change not as it happened in 
2015, but a change to change 
bad things.

“From all fronts, people 
are joining the party, forming 
structures, donating offices 
and cars and it is unprece-
dented. Let me appeal to our 
people from the trade unions 
that history has put it in our 
hands to change the country. 
This labour party project, 
especially in 2023, if  we do 
this, posterity will be in our 
hands,” Abure said.

Legal luminary, Femi Fala-
na, SAN and guest speaker, 
said the Nigeria Labour Con-
gress (NLC), the Trade Un-
ion Congress (TUC) and oth-
er affiliate groups which he 
said have the largest structure 
most mobilise Nigerians so 
that they can take over power.

Falana’s comment accentu-
ated the view of  the National 
President of  the NLC, Com-
rade Ayuba Wabba, who said 
their 12 million members will 
activate their structures in all 
the 774 local governments for 
their candidate Peter Obi.

Presidential candidate, of  
the Labour Party, Mr Peter 
Obi, who launched the free 
membership card of  the la-
bour party, said they don’t 
want people to pay to become 
members of  a party they al-
ready owned.

“We want to build a party 

2023: CUPP accuses APC’s of plot compromise
voters register, rig elections 
- CUPP spokesman, Ikenga Ugochinyere  

T
he Nigerian Oppo-
sition Coalition, the 
CUPP has raised 

alarm over moves to use a 
secret court action to stop 
the use of  the BVAS ma-
chine in the upcoming 2023 
general election. 

Addressing a world press 
conference, the spokesper-
son of  the opposition Iken-
ga Imo Ugochinyere said 
the vigilance team of  the 
group following credible 
intelligence discovered the 
suit at the Owerri Federal 
High Court where it was 
filed since the 24th August, 
2022.

The Opposition also dis-
played extracts of  the Na-
tional Voters register which 
it claimed were part of  at 
least 10 million fake regis-
trations done by one of  the 
political parties, APC. 

It said the names were 
sourced from both within 
and outside Nigeria includ-
ing some African countries 
such as Ghana, Cameroon, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe, Togo, 
Guinea, Gambia and coun-
tries outside Africa includ-
ing Jamaica, Brazil and 
New Zealand. 

They also showed sever-
al registrations which were 
captured from passport pho-
tographs and other photos. 
Significant among the dis-
coveries in the register is the 
fact that majority of  the for-
eign names were all born in 
1983 despite whether their 
photographs showed they 
were old or young. 

Many people were also 
shown to have been born 
between 1900 and 1914 
yet their photographs were 
those of  young people. 

Equally, many male photos 
had their gender written as 
female and vice versa.

The group further alleged 
that the Chairman of  INEC, 
Prof  Mahmood Yakubu 
is under pressure for the 
commission to announce a 
change to the Commission’s 
hard stands on the compul-
sory use of  the BVAS ma-
chine for accreditation or 
get sacked as Chairman of  
the Commission. 

Ikenga Ugochinyere said 
that the intelligence the 
CUPP intercepted which 
has led to the discovery of  
the suit filed seeking to nul-
lify the BVAS and exposure 
of  the massive compromise 
in the voters register cannot 
now be wrong that the third 
leg of  the plot is to sack the 
National Chairman through 
a suspension as they plotters 

where everyone who wants to 
be a member is allowed to do 
so without paying money, the 
presidential candidate stated.

According to Obi “the 2023 
presidential election will not 
be based on a turn, religion or 
party but competence.

He said it will be disap-
pointing if  NLC and the la-
bour party support a candi-
date and he fails.

“My job here is to listen 
because it will be most dis-
appointing if  labour supports 
somebody to lead this coun-
try and he fails. God forbid. I 
want to listen.

He continued that “My 

job here is to listen. The job 
of  the leader is to solve prob-
lems, not to give excuses. If  
they were doing good, you 
wouldn’t hire me. I want to 
start solving the problem.

The presidential candi-
date lamented that for “Sev-
en months, there has been a 
strike.

He recalled that “They 
strike when I was a governor, 
I recalled also that what they 
were requesting is N3 trillion. 
Do you mean Nigeria cannot 
pay that money in the last 12 
years?

“Who is stealing the oil, 
how much are we talking 

about? N3 trillion. Through-
out the month of  July, our oil 
production is 183,000 barrels 
a day.

“We are making 717 bar-
rels, In a month 22,227 or 
there about. You can use that 
to get N2,445,000,000. That’s 
over one trillion in a month 
ASUU strike will end in a 
month. There is something 
wrong. Learning and listen-
ing complement leadership.

“If  the leader is doing the 
right thing everyone will fol-
low. We cannot stay like this. 
The biggest asset we have in 
Nigeria is land. No country 
has that kind of  land and goes 

hungry.
This country must move 

from consumption to produc-
tion. I just told you what we 
can do in one month to solve 
the ASUU strike, ” Obi said, 
adding, “If  people are refining 
the oil illegally, let’s call them, 
integrate them and work to-
gether for the betterment of  
Nigeria.

“If  people don’t want you, 
go home. The election next 
year will not be on a party 
basis. It will not be about reli-
gion. It is not my turn. There 
is no turn. It will be on com-
petence, capacity and ideas,” 
Obi added.

know they cannot get the 
required numbers from the 
National Assembly for an 
outright sack.

The group thereafter 
called on international part-
ners, local and international 
observer groups, civil socie-
ty and the general public to 
help it and protect democra-
cy as the success of  any of  
these plots will erode the in-
tegrity and credibility of  the 
electoral process and deny 
Nigerians the sovereign 
right to freely choose their 
leaders.

In a swift reaction, the 
Information Commission-
er for Voter Education of  
INEC Festus Okoye on 
Wednesday stated that no 
new registrant has been add-
ed into the final register of  
voters for the 2023 general 
elections. 

News

FG releases suspected IPoB members 
held for 2yrs – Amnesty International

T
hree persons suspect-
ed to be members of  
the Indigenous People 

of  Biafra, IPoB, have been 
released after spending two 
and half  years at 14 Brigade 
Nigerian Army Ohafia, Abia 
State. 

This was disclosed by the 
Amnesty International Ni-
geria on Thursday. The rights 
organization that believes in 
freedom, justice and equali-
ty also appealed to Nigerian 
authorities to provide infor-
mation about the status of  
other victims of  enforced dis-
appearance.

Its words: “Amnesty In-
ternational welcomes the 
release today 14 September 
2022, of  Sunday Nwafor, 59 
years, Uzonwanne Ejiofor 
48 years, and Wilfred Dike, 

36 years, who were arrested 
by officers of  the Nigerian 
Army on 27 February 2020 
at Imo River community in 
Abia state.

 “They were held at 14 Bri-
gade Nigerian Army Ohafia, 
Abia State for well over two 
and half  years. Their release 
follows Amnesty Interna-
tional’s campaign and call 
for their freedom, including, 
as recently as two weeks ago.

“Amnesty International 
urges Nigerian authorities to 
provide information about 
the status of  other victims of  
enforced disappearance and 
incommunicado detention, 
grant their families and law-
yers access to them, charge 
them to court, or release 
them from detention.”

… Claims Uzodimma’s Omuma register riddled with forgeries 
… Photos of  people born between 1900 and 1914 in purported register. 
… No new registrant has been added to voters register fopr 2023 elections - INEC 
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Nigerian celebrities at the Woman King premiere
igerian celebrities 

Ngathered for the 
N i g e r i a n 

Premiere of  Viola Davis' 
new movie, The Woman 
King. The theme of  the 
event was Afro warrior.

A moodboard was even 
presented and the best-
dressed man and woman 
w a l k e d  a w a y  w i t h 
N500,000 each. 

Here  a re  the  bes t -
dressed celebrities; 

Lily Afe 
Lily Afe carried the 

night on her shoulders in 
this white kente gown, 
especially loved the Kente 
and head wrap. 

Idia Aisien 
Id ia  looked  l i ke  a 

warr ior  queen in this 
leather outfit. 

Saga Deolu 
Even though Saga may 

not be able to pass for a 
w a r r i o r ,  h e  l o o k e d 

distinctively African in that 
body art. 

Hauwa Magaji 
Hauwa came ready for 

the red carpet. Her hair and 
makeup were on point. 
Also, loved her staff. 

Iyabo Ojo 
Iyabo Ojo embodied 

what it means to be a 
warrior in her outfit. The 
outfit and make-up nailed 
the theme. 
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News

Catholic Bishops laud Uzodimma over
road infrastructure renewal in Imo 

C
atholic Bishops in 
Nigeria have offered 
to pray for the reign 

of  peace in Imo State so 
that the government of  
Governor Hope Uzodimma 
will have the opportunity to 
continue with the efforts it is 
making in the area of  infra-
structure renewal.

The Bishops made par-
ticular reference to the 35 
kilometres Owerri-Orlu 
dual carriage way which 
President Muhammadu Bu-
hari commissioned on Tues-
day alongside the first phase 
of  the Owerri-Okigwe road 
and the rebuilt Imo House 
of  Assembly Complex.

At a lunch in honour 
of  the College of  Catho-
lic Bishops at the Banquet 
Hall of  Government House 
Owerri on Wednesday, the 
Bishops who are currently 
holding their 2022 Second 
Plenary at Holy Trinity 
Catholic Cathedral Orlu 
said their trip to Owerri 
through the dualised road 
was a beautiful site to be-
hold. They said Governor 
Uzodimma’s government 
deserves all the peace it 
needed to continue to serve 
the people better, and prom-
ised to uphold him in their 
prayers always.

President of  the Catholic 

Bishops Conference of  Ni-
geria, His Grace, Most Rev. 
Dr. Lucius Iwejuru Ugorji 
who is also the Catholic 
Archbishop of  the Ower-
ri Metropolitan Province 
thanked Governor Uzod-
imma for giving them the 
opportunity to lunch with 
his Cabinet, noting that the 
Governor’s large-hearted-
ness is known at all levels 
of  the Catholic Church in 
Nigeria. 

Bishop Ugorji also re-
ported that they have had 
a spectacular host at Orlu, 
an indirect reference to the 
role Governor Uzodimma 
played in making sure the 
Bishops are well catered 
for in his area. In his short 
remarks, Governor Uzod-
imma said his joy knew no 
bounds hosting the Bishops 
in Government House. 

He urged the Bishops to 
have it at the back of  their 
mind that the government 
under his watch belongs to 
them, insisting that it is a 
special blessing from God 
that he is the Governor of  
Imo State. 

To the Bishops he said: 
“Your prayers are working; 
continue to pray and own 
up to your own because 
charity begins at home.”

Governor Uzodimma 
The cup being presented to the winning team among the inmates.

however used the oppor-
tunity to remind the Bish-
ops that his government is 
open to support the Church 
because most of  the activ-
ities the Church used to be 
involved in to raise funds 
and carry on with God’s 
work like bazaar and special 

launching are today suffer-
ing because of  the increase 
in povery level and decline 
in business activities. 

Ranking members of  the 
clergy who were hosted in-
clude, His Eminences Pe-
ter Cardinal Okpaleke and 
John Cardinal Onaiyekan; 

His Grace, Augustine Uk-
wuoma, His Grace  Arch-
bishop Anthony JV Obinna, 
His Grace Olawale Martins, 
His Grace Matthew Hassan 
Kukah among others.

Deputy President of  the 
Senate, Ovie Omo-Agege, 
Deputy Speaker of  the 
House of  Representatives, 
Rt. Hon Ahmed Wase, 
Deputy Governor of  Imo 
State, Prof  Placid Njoku, 

Deputy Chief  Whip of  the 
House, Nkeiru Onyejio-
cha, Senator (General) Ike 
Nwachukwu (rtd),  Senator 
Osita Izunaso, Secretary to 
Government of  Imo State, 
Chief  Cosmas Iwu, Chief  
of  Staff  to the Governor, 
Barr. Nnamdi Anyaehie 
and other top government 
officials were also in attend-
ance.

South East insecurity: IPOB fingers ex-Ohanaeze 
leader, Nnia Nwodo

C
hief  Nnia Nwo-
do, a former Presi-
dent-General of  the 

apex Igbo socio-cultural 
organization Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo, has been accused 
by the leadership of  the 
Indigenous People of  Bia-
fra (IPOB) of  being behind 
the South-security East’s 
challenges. The group’s 
Director of  Media and 
Publicity, Emma Powerful, 
stated this in a statement 
on Wednesday, alleging 
that Nwodo socialized 
with the northern oligar-
chy.

Emma accused Nwodo 
of  bringing terrorists dis-
guised as herdsmen into 
the region during his ten-
ure as President-Gener-
al of  Ohanaeze Ndigbo, 
claiming the motivation 
was his governorship am-
bition.

He also claimed that 
Nwodo’s romance with 
those terrorizing the South 

East stems from his desper-
ation to prove to his Fulani 
masters that he is a willing 
tool, and that his reign her-
alded the arrival of  killer 
herdsmen into the region.

The statement part-
ly reads, “We, the global 
movement and family of  
IPOB, under the leadership 
and command of  the inde-
fatigable Liberator, Nnam-
di Kanu, wish to state une-

quivocally that the security 
architecture of  the South-
East region was destroyed 
during the regime of  the 
former President-Gener-
al of  Ohanaeze Ndigbo, 
Chief  Nnia Nwodo.

“IPOB and Biafrans 
must understand that Nnia 
Nwodo of  Enugu State 
was among those who 
brought terrorists masquer-
ading as herdsmen into our 

region during his regime as 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo’s Presi-
dent-General. He did this 
to placate the Caliphate, 
because he was nursing the 
idea of  becoming Gover-
nor of  Enugu State.

Nnia Nwodo publicly 
boasted that he will fight 
IPOB struggle and will do 
anything to sabotage Biafra 
Independence. This state-
ment went viral).”

... Pledge to pray for peace to reign in Imo

Other parties jittery of APGA in 
Abia, says Abaribe
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

S
enatorial candidate 
of  All Progressive 
Grand Alliance for 

Abia South district, Sen-
ator Enyinnaya Abaribe 
says other political par-
ties are afraid of  his party. 
Abaribe stated this after 
arriving from Abuja with 
Abia State governorship 
candidate of  APGA, Prof  
Greg Ibe.

Abaribe, who quit PDP 
for APGA some months 
ago, made it clear that the 
days of  rigging are over in 
Abia as the cork party is 
set to expose and destroy 
any rigging machinery in 
the State. He pointed out 
that the will of  the people 
must prevail in 2023 as the 
voting population is get-
ting wiser and adequately 
informed. He cautioned 
Abia electorate against al-
lowing the imposition of  
a stooge as a Governor as 
doing so would further set 
the State backwards. The 

vocal Senator who spoke 
on behalf  of  other candi-
dates of  APGA, promised 
to expose several shoddy 
things concerning poor 
leadership in Abia, when 
campaigns window open.

According to the Sena-
tor, “Parties are afraid of  
us because they know we 
are coming to take over the 
State.”  He reminded Abi-
ans that APGA represents 
the interests of  Ndigbo and 
charged them to collect 
and secure their perma-
nent Voter’s Cards (PVCs). 
Earlier in his address, the 
Governorship candidate of  
APGA in Abia, Prof  Greg-
ory Ibe said it was a shame 
that Abia State Universi-
ty lost its accreditation in 
medicine. He assured that 
Abia State would experi-
ence uncommon develop-
ment if  he wins next year’s 
guber. Meanwhile, election 
campaign offices of  Grego-
ry Ibe have been opened in 
Aba and Umuahia in readi-
ness for political battles.

Police arrest suspect who uses charms 
to defraud POS operators in Anambra
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he Police opera-
tives in Anambra 
State, has arrested 

criminal suspect who spe-
cialize in using charms to 
defraud Point Of  Service 
(POS), operator in the 
state. The State Police Pub-
lic Relations Officer, DSP 

Ikenga Tochukwu, who 
disclosed this in a state-
ment, on Thursday, said 
the suspect, one Chisom 
Nweke, age 26-years, a na-
tive of  Umuawulu, Awka 
South Local Government 
Area, was arrested along 
Amawbia round about, in 
the same council area. Ac-
cording to Tochukwu, the 
suspect confessed to be us-

ing charms to defraud POS 
operators within Awka 
and its environs. He said 
the arrest was made on the 
15/9/2022, at about 9am. 
He said preliminary inves-
tigations reveals that the 
suspect cut plain white pa-
pers in size of  money and 
give to the POS operator 
for deposit. Efforts are em-
placed to arrest other gang 
members.



s 2023 political games 

Ahot up in Abia, some 
l e a d i n g  o p p o s i t i o n 

parties in the State are raising the 
alarm about alleged attacks on 
their members,  offices and 
equipment. The parties in these 
directions are Labour Party, (LP) 
All Progressive Grand Alliance 
(APGA) and Young Progressive 
Party (YPP). These attacks, 
according to the opposition 
parties, are allegedly being carried 
out by thugs and persons loyal to 
the ruling Peoples' Democratic 
Party and by extension, Abia 
State Government.

The development, they said, 
are targeted at weakening them 
f rom prov id ing  the  v iab le 
alternative to Abians about who 
should be their next leaders from 
2023. In separate press releases 
issued by the parties recently, the 
po l i t i ca l  pa r t i e s  c i t ed  the 
incidents where their events were 
either invaded or disrupted by 
thugs allegedly hired by members 
of  the PDP. Young Progressive 
Party (YPP) whose candidate is 
Engr Enyinnaya Nwafor, recently 
accused an Eze-elect in Osisioma 
Ngwa LGA, Chief  John Elijah of  
organising some youths to disrupt 
its party meeting at Mbutu Nta 
Vi l l age  o f  Nj iko  Umunna 
autonomous community.

During the said attack, 
canopies, chairs and public 
address system rented for the 
event were allegedly destroyed by 
thugs loyal to PDP and the Eze-
Elect, who according to YPP, 
claimed  that allowing a political 
meeting to  hold in his domain 
m i g h t  m a k e  A b i a  S t a t e 
government to deny him his staff  
o f  o f f i c e  a s  a  c o n f i r m e d 
traditional ruler. The YPP signed 
by its publicity secretary, Bestman 
Eruba Esq, read in part;

"The Abia State Chapter of  
the Young Progressives Party 
(YPP) has received with dismay 
the news of  the unfortunate 
disruption of  our party meeting at 
Mbutu Nta Village of  Njiko 
U m u n n a  A u t o n o m o u s 
Community in Ama Asaa Ward 5 
of  Osisioma Ngwa LGA, today 
by  agen t s  o f  the  Peop le ' s 
Democratic Party led by the 
H o n o u r a b l e  C o u n c i l l o r 
Representing Ward 5 in Osisioma 
Ngwa Legislative Council, Hon. 
Nnamdi Okoro acting allegedly 
o n  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e 
H o n o u r a b l e  M e m b e r 
Representing Osisioma Ngwa 

North State Constituency and 
Former Speaker of  the Abia State 
House of  Assembly, Rt. Hon. 
Bishop Kennedy Njoku and 
ostensibly in collaboration with 
the Eze- Elect of  Njiko Umunna 
Autonomous Community, Chief  
John Elijah who is the current 
P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e 
Community."

"This  is  the f i rs t  video 
attached to this release shows the 
characters mentioned above at 
the premises of  Mbutu Nta 
council Hall where members of  
the YPP in Ward 5 had fixed their 
canopies outside the hall for their 
meeting when some boys came 
and destroyed all the canopies 
and chairs thereby stopping the 
meeting from holding at the 
venue. When leaders of  the party 
contacted our candidate for the 
State constituency to report the 
sad event, he sent a representative 
from the community to the arena 
who after seeing things for 
himself  requested them to fix a 
new canopy, as the former rental 
personnel had refused to help 
them fix another set of  canopies, 
chairs and tables because of  the 
damages already incurred by the 
things destroyed."

The publ ic i ty  secretar y 
continued, "They got a new rental 
outfit to set up new canopies 
when the PDP agents saw they 
were putting up another set of  
canopies, the Councillor of  Ward 
5, Hon. Nnamdi Okoro came 
with some thugs numbering 5 
from Umuimo respectively from 
Amuzu, Mbutu and Ibeku Ngwa 
to destroy the new sets of  
canopies fixed for the meeting 
including the public address 
e q u i p m e n t .  To  av e r t  t h e 
possibility of  disorder, leaders of  
the YPP adviced the meeting 

location be changed to another 
venue."

The Young Progressive Party 
f u r t h e r  l a m e n t e d  t h a t  i t s 
campaign office in Umuahia has 
been sealed up by officials of  
Umuahia Capital Development 
Author i ty  (UCDA) for  no 
satisfactory reason. Meanwhile, 
the YPP guber candidate, Engr 
Enyinnaya Nana Nwafor who is 
the son of  a two time Deputy 
Governor of  Abia, the late Dr 
Chima Nwafor, is regarded in 
Abia as a former ally of  Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu, having done 
good number of  contracts for 
Abia State government under the 
leadership of  Ikpeazu.

Engr Enyinnaya Nwafor, left 
the PDP to join YPP, together 
w i t h  t h e  t h e n  E x e c u t i v e 
Chairman of  Obingwa LGA to 
realise his guber ambition.

Engr Nwafor was also one of  
the aspirants in PDP who rejected 
the alleged imposition of  Prof  
Uche Ikonne on PDP before the 
primary elections and teamed up 
with Chima Anyaso, a youth 
grassroots controller from Igbere, 
Bende LGA and Anyaso is now 
his running mate. Before the latest 
outcries by YPP, the party had 
lamented in late July that their 
expensive billboards which they 
installed in Osisioma, Aba and 
Umuahia were pulled down by 
agents of  Abia State government 
and the PDP even when the 
billboards, according to the party, 
did not offend any advertising 
procedure. Also in the same vein, 
Labour Party, Abia State chapter 
has accused the Abia State 
government and officials of  PDP 
of  waging violence against 
members of  Labour Party and 
their supporters, with the aim of  
instilling fears in them ahead of  

2023 game.
Labour Party, in a statement 

jointly signed by Njoku Jerry 
Ajike, Publicity Secretary of  LP 
and Mr Ferdinand Ekeoma, 
media aid to Dr Alex Otti, guber 
candidate of  LP warned that the 
alleged attacks could lead to a 
breakdown of  law and order, if  it 
is continued in the State. The 
party allegedly that its members 
and supporters have either been 
threatened, attacked in their 
houses or ejected from venues of  
meeting or even prevented from 
holding peaceful gatherings in 
parts of  the State, despite the 
peaceful culture of  Labour Party. 
The  LP statement read in part, 
"That notwithstanding, our 
p e a c e f u l  d i s p o s i t i o n  a n d 
dedication to pursuing our 
political ambition in adherence to 
the provision of  our laws and all 
known democratic tenets, we 
w o u l d  n o t  u n d e r  a n y 
circumstance sit by idly and 
watch Abia State government and 
PDP unleash their medieval 
br igands on our  members, 
supporters and indeed, innocent 
Abians." “The Labour Party, its 
leaders, stakeholders and indeed 
her supporters across the nation 
will no longer tolerate any violent 
onslaught from the PDP led Abia 
State government. This release 
serves as last warning."  The 
statement concluded by saying, 
"Finally, we are by this release 
putting security agencies and 
indeed, the general public on 
notice that the PDP led Abia State 
government should be held 
accountable should there be any 
breakdown of  law and order in 
Abia State."

A l l  P rog re s s ive  Grand 
Alliance (APGA) in Abia State is 
also singing the same songs of  

a l l e g e d  h a r a s s m e n t  a n d 
intimidation, as it notified Abians 
i n  A u g u s t  t h a t  a  f r e e 
m e d i c a l / s u r g e r y  s c h e m e 
e m b a r k e d  u p o n  b y  i t s 
Governorship candidate, Prof  
Greg Ibe was disr upted at 
Osisioma Ngwa LGA by some 
thugs.The free medical exercise, 
APGA said, was a continuation 
o f  t h e  o n g o i n g  m e d i c a l 
intervention by Prof  Ibe, aimed at 
providing quality healthcare for 
Abians at no cost. The disrupted 
Osisioma event was supposed to 
serve as the launching ground of  
Prof  Greg Ibe medical outreach 
for Abia South senatorial district.

B e f o r e  t h e  O s i s i o m a 
brouhaha, the free medical 
outreach had successfully taken 
place at Umuahia for Abia 
Central and Ohafia, for Abia 
North. Also reacting to the 
unfriendly atmosphere, YPP 
House of  Assembly candidate for 
Bende  South ,  Ugocgukwu 
Nwankwo maintained that the 
d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  b i l l b o a r d s 
belonging to his party would not 
dampen his spirit or that of  his 
party as according to him, the 
people have already rejected PDP.

In the thick of  all these, the 
ruling PDP has not applied the 
same velocity of  energy in 
replying its opponents but rather, 
concentrating all efforts  on the 
marketing of  its star candidate, 
Prof  Uche Ikonne and other 
candidates.

These allegations bring to 
fore, the episode of  2015 when 
coffins were placed in front of  
Abs town hall by unknown 
persons, with fresh palm fronds 
tied around it.

At the scary scene were some 
inscr ipt ions which war ned 
residents to vote in a particular 
direction, failure, which the 
voters were warned that they 'will 
die'. Efforts to hear from the Vice 
Chairman (Abia North) of  PDP, 
Chief  Amah Abraham could not 
yield fruit at press time as his 
phone number was "switched off" 
when called. Abraham who is the 
acting Publicity Secretary of  Abia 
PDP, has before now, maintained 
that his party is has is not a violent 
organization but beloved in the 
popularity of  its achievements in 
the State to remain the first choice 
of  the people.

But an executive member of  
Abia PDP who reacted to the 
accusations, under anonymity, 
described the claims of  APGA, 
YPP and LP as "figment of  the 
imaginations", insisting that PDP 
does not believe in violence and 
did not involve in destruction or 
disruption of  any political event 
involving the opposition parties.
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Abia politics: No level playing ground?
APGA, YPP, LP accuse PDP, Abia govt agents of  attacking their
members, destroying property

...We are not violent – Abia PDP
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

Ikonne (PDP)Nwafor (YPP)Otti (LP)



nambra will become a 

Amassive construction 
site after the rainy 

season". These were the words 
of  the Governor of  the State, 
Prof .  Charles  Chukwuma 
S o l u d o  r e g a r d i n g 
infrastructural developments in 
the state, particularly roads.

I n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h i s 
commitment, the Governor 
flagged-off  construction of  nine 
roads in Okpoko and the 
Mmiata-Anam-Nzam road 
which has two bridges. This is in 
t a n d e m  w i t h  h i s 
administration's promise of  
building over 220kms of  roads 
across the state, before the end 
of  this year.

And it is also part of  what 
Governor Soludo promised in 
his manifesto- to build more 
roads as well as modernize and 
maintain existing ones with 
flyovers, bridges, and pedestrian 
walk-ways. This will effectively 
connect more communities to 
the urban setting as well as boost 
the states' economic fortunes

In the state's 2022 revised 
budget, fifty four (54) billion 
naira, accounting for fifty (50) 
percent of  the budget size, was 
dedicated for the Ministry of  
Works and Infrastructure for 
r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  a n d 
maintenance in keeping with 
the present administration's 
Urban regeneration agenda. 
The nine roads are; Obodo-
Owerri Rd 5.77km, Oguagu- Ik 

Onuorah-Anumudu-Mgbuka- 
Amazu-Owerri Rd -2.97km, 
Edeh Road-School rd-Awalite - 
Ojoto-Owerr i  rd  1 .48km, 
School rd- umuobom Street-
Ojoto Street Junction -0.58km 
and Umuobom st (Ojoto st 
Junction-Adazi ani st- Owerri 
Rd- 0.77km.

Others are Umenweke st 
( O b o d o u k w u  J u n c t i o n ) -
Umeojiakor st (  School Rd 
Junct ion)-0.58km, (Ojoto 
Junction)-Anumudu (Mgbuka  
Amazu Junction)0.99km, Uzii 
s t -  M i s s i o n  s t  ( Awa i t e d 
J u n c t i o n )  0 . 5 4 k m  a n d 
Anumudu street (ik Onuorah 
Junction )- Gmi Rd- 0.38km.

Performing the flag-off  at 
Okpoko, Governor Soludo said 
that the visit was his fourth time 
in Okpoko since the inception 
of  his administration. "What we 
have come for today, is the 
promise we made to you. Let me 
say this very important thing. 
When I ran for governorship, 
t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  l o c a l 
governments I transversed, and 
the images I saw kept haunting 
me."

"These local governments 
are; Ogbaru, Anambra West 
and Awka North. I couldn't 
believe that there were still 
places like this in Anambra. I 
made up my mind that these 
Council Areas would feel the 
impact of  government. The 
rainy season is almost over. 
Every local government would 

feel our impact." Governor 
Soludo said

"We must give life to the 
population in Okpoko, because 
they are also part of  Anambra. 
We are conducting a study on 
how to  prov ide  water  in 
Okpoko. Okpoko will rise. We 
will move together." Governor 
Soludo reassured. "We are 
looking for a space for General 
Hospital. We are also looking 
for a recreational ground within 
Okpoko. Life will come here." 
Soludo further said 

T h e  G o v e r n o r  a l s o 
reassured the people of  the 
durability of  the roads "The 
roads that we are building, the 
design is done in such a way that 
it will be strong as we have made 
the contractor to sign an 
undertaking that the roads will 
be durable for at least 20 years. 
The Governor revealed that 
about 3 kilometers of  the 
Okpoko road wil l  have a 
pedestrian walkway, while also 
tasking Okpoko people to keep 
their surroundings clean at all 
times. "We will start a different 
campaign of  cleaning the 
drainage systems. Set up a 
c o m m u n i t y  w a t c h  b y 
yourselves, to set an example for 
o t h e r s  t o  e mu l a t e. "  T h e 
Governor concluded. The 11 
kilometer Mmiata Anam road 
which has culverts and one 
bridge, which is 70 meters into 
the road spanning 120 meters.

When completed, the road 
will be highly beneficial to the 
Community and environs 
which is usually flood-prone.  
The road will also boost agro-
e c o n o my  o f  t h e  a r e a  i n 
particular and Anambra State in 
general, as the people are well 
known for rice production, fish, 
yam, vegetables, potatoes, 
among others. Also, when 
completed, the people will no 
longer ferry their products to 
Edo and Delta 

The Governor added that 
Phase 2 of  the project will be the 
remaining 1.7 kilometers to the 
local government headquarter, 
while the Phase 3 will be to 
embark on the Onono road if  
K o g i  s t a t e  a g r e e s  t o  a 
partnership. When all these 
phases are completed, traveling 
to Abuja will be roughly three 
hours.

He stressed that if  achieved, 
Anambra West will become the 
gateway from Anambra to the 
North, noting that fifty percent 
advance payment will be paid to 
the contractor before the project 
commences.

The Commissioner for 
Works and Infrastructure, Engr. 
Ifeanyi Okoma revealed that the 
project is the first road flag-off  
in Anambra by the Governor, 
revealing that the present 
administration will construct 
14, 053 kilometer of  roads in 
Okpoko. According to the 

Commissioner for Works, Engr. 
Ifeanyi Okoma, "Anambra was 
created 31 years ago amidst 
jubilation, since then no road 
has gone into Nzam. It gives 
s e r i o u s  c o n c e r n  t o  t h e 
Governor. By January, the road 
would have been completed".

The Commissioner for 
L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d 
Chieftaincy Affairs, Mr. Tony 
Collins Nwabunwanne said that 
the present administration 
honours promises, pointing out 
that Governor Soludo being an 
economist is someone who 
plans all he does with great 
success rate

"As a major food basket of  
the State, we will use this 
opportunity to produce more 
food and serve Ndi Anambra", 
added the Commissioner.

F o r  t h e  M e m b e r 
representing Anambra East and 
West at the Federal House of  
Representatives, Chief  Chinedu 
Ob id i egwu  who  r eca l l ed 
Governor Soludo as saying that 
Ogbaru, Anambra West and 
Awka North are the most 
marginalized local government 
areas in the state, prayed God to 
make him succeed. The site's 
cer tif icates were formally 
handed over to the contractor at 
the event by Governor Soludo 
h i m s e l f ,  t o  s i g n i f y  t h e 
importance of  the project to the 
State.
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Governor Soludo flags off road construction 
...Inaugurates nine Okpoko roads, Mmiata Anam Nzam Road
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

Flag off of road construction by Governor Soludo in Anambra



he Supreme Court has Taffirmed Dr Ifeanyi 
Chukwuma Odii as the 

gubernatorial candidate of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) in Ebonyi State for the 
2023 election.

In  a  judgment  a  f ive -
member panel of  the apex 
court, headed by Justice Amina 
Augie, unanimously upheld the 
appeal filed by Ifeanyi.

The court set aside the July 
19 judgment of  the Court of  
Appeal, which ordered a retrial 
of  the suit between Ifeanyi and 
Senator Joseph Obinna Ogba 
on the dispute over who was the 
actual candidate.

The apex court restored the 
judgment of  the Federal High 
Court delivered on June 7, 
2022, which the Court of  
Appeal had set aside in its July 
19 judgment.

The court held that the 
Court of  Appeal was without 
jurisdiction to have heard the 
appeal filed by Ogba, because 
the notice of  appeal filed by 
Ogba on June 17, 2022 was 
incompetent because he failed 
to first obtain the leave of  court 
to appeal as an interested party.

The apex court further held 
that the incompetence of  
Ogba's notice of  appeal robbed 
the  Cour t  of  Appeal  the 
requisite jurisdiction, and as 
such, al l  the proceedings 
conducted amounted to a 
nullity, including the order 
made in the July 19 judgment 
se t t ing  a s ide  the  June  7 
judgment of  the Federal High 
Court,  which had upheld 
Ifeanyi's nomination. The apex 
court also struck out the cross-
appeal filed by Ogba. Odii and 
Senator Ogba had locked horns 
in a legal battle over who was 
validly elected as the party's 
candidate for the next year's poll 
in the party's primaries that 
took place at different occasions 
in the state.

In the lead up to the party's 
primary, the party had become 
factionalized with �gba and 
Odii leading two separate 
factions.  As a result, two 
different primaries were held in 
the State. The first primary held 

on May 29 and produced Mr 
Odii  as  the gover norship 
candidate of  the party. The 
National Working Committee 
o f  t h e  p a r t y  h o w e v e r 
announced the cancelation of  
the  f i rs t  pr imar y for  not 
following party and electoral 
guidelines. It fixed June 5 for a 
second primary which was won 
by �gba but boycotted by Odii.

However, Mr Odii had filed 
a suit before the second primary 
at the Federal High Court 
urging the court to restrain the 
Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) from 
accepting the name of  any other 
person as the party's candidate. 
It also prayed the court to direct 
the party to submit his name as 
the candidate of  the party to 
INEC. The Abakaliki division 
of  the court in its ruling upheld 
his suit and ordered the party to 
submit his name as candidate of  
the party. Ogba, however, filed 
an appeal and the appeal court 
in its ruling on July 17 ordered a 
retrial of  the suit on the dispute 
over  who was the  actual 
candidate. But Mr Odii headed 
to the Supreme Court to appeal 
the sui t  arguing that  the 
a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  h a d  n o 
jurisdiction to hear the matter. 

Meanwhile, the Ebonyi 
C h a p t e r  o f  t h e  Pe o p l e ' s 
Democratic Party, PDP has 
hailed the Supreme Court 
ruling affirming Mr Odii as the 
a u t h e n t i c  g o v e r n o r s h i p 
candidate of  the party. In a 
s t a t e m e n t  i s s u e d  b y  t h e 

spokesperson of  the party in the 
state Mr Chika Nwoba who 
described the ruling as the first 
step towards the restoration of  
the state congratulated Dr 
Ifeanyichukwu Odii on his 
victory  at the Supreme Court, 
Abuja. He said:"The People's 
Democratic Par ty (PDP), 
E b o n y i  S t a t e  c h a p t e r 
congratulates Mr Ifeanyi Odii 

on his victory today at the 
Supreme Court, Abuja over the 
c a s e  o f  t h e  a u t h e n t i c 
gubernatorial ticket bearer in 
the PDP in Ebonyi State 
between himsel f  and the 
Senator representing Ebonyi 
Central Zone, Sen. Obinna 
Ogba. 

"We wish to state that the 
victory is one of  the PDP in 

particular and Ebonyi people in 
general, urging party members, 
supporters and the general 
public to see the victory as the 
first step in the journey towards 
restoring the state of  Ebonyi to 
the path of  good governance 
that the party had always given 
since 1999.  "We thank the 
t e e m i n g  s u p p o r t e r s  a n d 
members of  PDP for the high 
level of  leniency they kept 
throughout the moments the 
litigations lasted.  "We charge 
both Mr Ifeanyi Odii and Sen. 
Obinna Ogba to see this finality 
as a journey that has just begun 
in view of  the determination of  
the party to reclaim its place in 
the leadership register of  
Ebonyi State as there exists no 
victor nor vanquish in this case.  
"We plead with members and 
suppor ters  to cease f rom 
making comments that may 
have the potentiality to divide 
the party and present anyone as 
loser.  "PDP is one in Ebonyi 
State and we need a more united 
force to pursue the task of  
winning the 2023 gubernatorial 
election in Ebonyi State",the 
statement stated.

In a similar development, 
the governorship candidate of  
the  Peop le ' s  Democra t i c 
Party(PDP) in Ebonyi State, Dr 
Ifeanyichukwu Odii has also 
hailed the supreme court ruling 
affirming him as the authentic 
candidate of  the party for the 
2023 general election.

Mr Odii in a statement 
dedicated the victory to the 
people of  the state for keeping 
faith with him throughout the 
period of  litigation. He said: 
“Our victory today at the 
Supreme Court is dedicated to 
God Almighty and you the 
good people of  Ebonyi State.” 
Your steadfast belief  and 
support for our collective 
aspiration for a better Ebonyi 
State, has yet again, received 
G o d ' s  b l e s s i n g s .  " L i k e 
achieving anything of  enduring 
value, the process can be tough 
but not beyond our resilience to 
overcome. "Today, we are one 
step closer to our goal of  
making life better for you, our 
p e o p l e.  B y  t h e  g r a c e  o f  
A l m i g h t y  G o d  we  s h a l l 
succeed", he said.
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Supreme Court affirms Ifeanyi Odii
as authentic Ebonyi PDP Governorship
candidate 

The apex court further held that the 
incompetence of  Ogba's notice of  appeal robbed 
the Court of  Appeal the requisite jurisdiction, 

and as such, all the proceedings conducted 
amounted to a nullity, including the order made 
in the July 19 judgment setting aside the June 7 
judgment of  the Federal High Court, which had 

upheld Ifeanyi's nomination. 

“

Odii

...Judgment, first step to restoration of  Ebonyi PDP says party spokesperson
From David Eze,
Abakaliki
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LP, APC, PDP’s  nightmare, their  members 
‘ll vote for Peter Obi  – Victor Umeh

Tinubu support group during their inauguration in Awka, the Anambra State capital.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

V
ictor Umeh, a La-
bour Party (LP) 
chieftain, stated on 

Wednesday that, contrary 
to popular belief, the party 
is not weak.

He argued that Nigeri-
ans have given the Labour 
Party and its presidential 
candidate, Peter Obi, over-
whelming support, and that 
the outcome of  the 2023 
elections will surprise many 
of  their opponents.

He went on to say that 
some politicians from the 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC) and the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
will vote for the LP even if  
they do not openly identify 
with the party.

Umeh, a former National 

Chairman of  the All Pro-
gressives Grand Alliance 
(APGA) and now a Labour 
Party senetorial candidate, 
stated that 2023 is about 
saving Nigeria.

In his words, “The issue 
is not about where you be-
long now. I know that there 
are people in PDP who 
will vote for Labour Party. 
I know that there are peo-
ple in APC who will vote 
for Labour Party. What is 
important is the task of  res-
cuing Nigeria and people 
don’t believe that this thing 
can work outside this plat-
form.”

Umeh responded to com-
ments that the Labour Party 
lacks structures and the re-
cent promise by the Nigeria 
Labour Congress (NLC) 
National President, Ayuba 
Wabba, that the union will 

2023: It’s my responsibility to win Imo 
State for Tinubu - Uzodimma

I
mo State Governor, 
Hope Uzodinma, has 
stated that the people 

of  his state will vote for the 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC) presidential candi-
date, Bola Tinubu, in the 
2023 elections.

The Governor stated that 
it is his responsibility to 
persuade the people of  Imo 
to vote for Tinubu and the 
APC.

He boasted that the APC 
has the best plans for the 
people and that, based on 
past performance, he is con-

fident that people will vote 
for the party.

He said: “I belong to a 
political party. I have the re-
sponsibility to convince my 
people that my party has 
the best programmes for the 
country. I will convince vot-
ers.”

He went on to say that his 
own accomplishments are 
reason enough for people 
to vote for the APC and its 
candidate. He went on to 
say that the opposition par-
ties and candidates would 
almost certainly be defeated 

at the polls.
In his words, my “achieve-

ments as an APC governor 
will speak for the party at the 
polls.”

“Let me take the pro-
grammes of  my political 
party to my people; let me 
market the programmes of  
my political party to my peo-
ple. Let the election come, 
let my people vote. Then, the 
outcome of  the election will 
determine whether they ac-
cepted my party or my can-

mobilize 12 million votes 
for the party and Obi, say-
ing it is a welcome devel-
opment that will ultimately 
aim to make Nigeria better 
through good leadership.

“It is a structured organ-
isation” and unionists are 
also suffering, he said.

Speaking further, Umeh 
maintained that those belit-

tling the Labour Party are 
in for a surprise come 2023 
and the party has the full 
support of  Nigerians.

“The people are with 
the (Labour) Party. Look 
at things going on in Nige-
ria across the states of  the 
Federation. If  you say that 
the Labour Party is weak in 
some areas, they spring up a 

surprise…What is the pow-
er of  the Labour Party now 
are the people,” he said.

He went on to say that the 
Labour Party’s and its can-
didate’s growing popularity 
has caused other parties to 
panic.

Despite the opposition, 
the party is growing strong-
er, according to Umeh.

He said: “People from 
the other parties are now 
panicky. Initially, they were 
making loose statements 
that the party is nothing. 
Today, Labour Party is 
their nightmare. Why has 
it happened? Is Labour Par-
ty sharing money? Labour 
Party is not sharing money.”

didate,” Uzodimma added.
Uzodimma added that 

Tinubu is campaigning to 
be the President of  Nigeria, 
not that of  an ethnic group 
or religion.

“The presidential election 
is an election for Nigerian 
President, not for Igbo Pres-
ident…Bola Ahmed Tinubu 
is candidate of  APC to be 
President of  Nigeria, not 
President of  Igbo, or Yoruba 
or Hausa,” he noted.

Kidnapped Imo monarch
escapes from abductors’ den

T
he traditional ruler 
of  Isiala Umudi in 
the Nkwerre Local 

Government Area of  Imo 
State, Joel Nwankwo, has 
escaped from his abduc-
tors.

A source close to the 
monarch said that the mon-
arch escaped from Okwu 
forest in the Ikeduru LGA 
of  the state where he was 
taken to by his abductors.

According to the source, 
the monarch who was ab-
ducted last Friday in front 
of  his office at Tetlow Road 
in Owerri, the state capital 
has reunited with his fami-
ly His abductors had called 
his family 48 hours after 
his kidnap and demanded 
N200m as ransom. 

The source said his ab-
ductors had reduced the 
ransom to N12m before 

he “miraculous” escaped 
from the den of  the kid-
nappers on Tuesday. The 
source said, “By the grace 
of  God His Royal High-
ness has escaped from the 
den of  his kidnappers. 

He took the advantage of  
the lapses of  his abductors 
at Okwu forest in Ikeduru 
Local Government Area to 
run away. 

By the grace of  God help 
came his way in the process 
and he is home now. “They 
had made a demand of  
N200m and later reduced it 
to N12m before he mirac-
ulously escaped. His two 
phones are with them.”

 The spokesperson for 
the police in the state, Mi-
cheal Abattam, had yet to 
respond to the inquiry con-
cerning the development.

Uju Anya cries out over impersonation, link to IPOB

U
ju Anya, a Nige-
rian-born Amer-
ican Professor of  

Second Language Acqui-
sition, has stated that her 
life has been threatened 
as a result of  her contro-
versial tweet about the late 
Queen Elizabeth of  Eng-
land.Anya took to Twitter 
to wish the Queen a pain-
ful death.

 “I heard the chief  mon-
arch of  a thieving raping 
genocidal empire is finally 
dying,” she wrote.

May her anguish be un-
bearable.”

The remark was met 
with a barrage of  criticism, 

with some claiming it was 
disrespectful and insensi-
tive.

In an interview with 
Newsmen, Anya stated 
that some people were im-
personating her and link-
ing her to the banned In-
digenous People of  Biafra, 
or IPOB.

Speaking about the con-
troversial Tweet, she stat-
ed that it was deleted for 
violating ‘Twitter rules,’ 
and her account was also 
‘logged off ’ of  the mi-
cro-blogging site for the 
same reason.

She said, “I feel like my 
life is in danger. I don’t 

feel safe anymore because 
of  these lies being peddled 
around against me. I left 
Facebook four years ago. I 
don’t have a Facebook ac-
count. People are putting 
out fake statements, saying 
I am a member and finan-
cier of  IPOB or Independ-
ent Biafra or any political 
candidate like that, and 
they are using a fake Face-
book account that bears 
my name. It is a lie. There 
is nothing like that.

“Some online blogs have 
been peddling fake ru-
mours about me. I have not 
issued any statement since 
Thursday.”

People were attempting 
to put her in danger by 
linking her to IPOB, she 
explained. She warned 
that any account with her 
name on Facebook is not 
hers.

Anya stated that they 
have begun to use her for 
political movements and 
messages with which she 
disagrees, which is endan-
gering her and her safety.

 “This is going to be 
a huge problem for me. 
What if  the Nigerian gov-
ernment considers me a 
terrorist and wants to ar-
rest me? They are putting 
my life in danger,” she said.

2023: Peter Obi needs a miracle to
win – Ex-presidential aspirant

A
ccording to a former 
presidential candi-
date, the Labour 

Party (LP) candidate, Peter 
Obi, cannot win the 2023 
presidential election unless a 
miracle occurs.

During a television in-
terview, Mohammed 
Hayatudeen, a former Peo-
ples Democratic Party (PDP) 
presidential candidate, stated 
this position.

He contended that Obi 
would need years to oil his 
political machinery or join 
one of  the major parties if  he 
wanted to realize his ambi-
tion right away.

Hayatudeen, on the other 
hand, admitted that he could 
be completely wrong and that 

the 2023 presidential election 
could be a surprise, with Obi 
emerging victorious.

In his words, “The con-
ventional wisdom is that if  
someone like Peter Obi had a 
10 to 15 years project to cre-
ate a magnificent machine 
that is robust, that has struc-
tures over a period of  seven 
to 10 years, then he can be-
come a force to be reckoned 
with.

“That is the view that I 
personally hold and I could 
be completely wrong. He 
might prove me wrong. I do 
not know but in a developing 
country such as ours…I will 
wait to see such a miracle 
happen in this election sea-
son.”
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Ex-APGA guber candidate, 10,000 members, hard-hitting
Osisioma Political Movement back Peter Obi

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
he growth of  the sup-
port and membership 
bases of  the Labour 

Party (LP) and her presi-
dential candidate in the fast 
approaching February 2023 
general elections, HE Peter 
Obi are surely not relenting 
soon.

And the party’s chairmen 
in Anambra State, Chief  
Ugochukwu Emeh and his 
executive have remained 
ever active and alert do-

ing the needful. Yesterday, 
Chief  Emeh, in concert with 
his exco received the former 
Anambra State governor-
ship candidate of  the All 
Progressives Grand Alliance 
(APGA), Chief  (Dr) Chike 
Obidigbo and his above 
10,000 man strong Osisioma 
Foundation who pledged 
full backing and support to 
Obi’s presidential bid. This 
declaration which took 
place at a well attended sol-
idarity meeting with the LP 
at Umunya in Oyi Council 
of  Anambra State came on 

Police hands over 4-yr-old stolen 
baby to her mother in Ebonyi

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

E
bonyi state Police Com-
mand, has handed over 
a 4 year old boy who 

was kidnapped in Rivers state 
back to her mother in Ebonyi. 
The Command spoke per-
son, SP Chris Anyanwu who 
disclosed this to newsmen in 
Abakaliki said that the little 
boy of  4 years whose name 
was given as Testimony from 
Omuma, Rivers state that was 
stolen from Omuma in Eche 
local Government of  Rivers 
State. He stated that the sus-
pect claimed that her mother 
is a nurse, but after thorough 
investigation into the matter, 
the authentic owner of  the 
baby was discovered who has 
proven beyond reasonable 
doubt that they boy is her bi-
ological son which has made 
police to hand over the little 
boy to her mother today. He 
said: ``Recall that last week 
I paraded a syndicate that 
specializes in kidnapping, 
adopting, stealing and selling 
children.

`One of  them happens to 
be a little boy simply known 
as Testimony was stolen from 
Port Harcourt. At that point, 
the suspect claimed that her 
mother is a nurse but however, 
we have contacted the mother 
of  this little boy and she has 
proven beyond reasonable 
doubt that she is the biologi-
cal mother of  testimony, and 
we are here to hand her baby 
boy over to her which is the 
essence of  this briefing. “The 
syndicate comprises a young 
girl known as precious and 
her cohort who is a male. Pre-
cious claimed that she gave 
birth to the baby and sold the 
baby and then stole Testimo-

ny from her mother and took 
to a woman in Afikpo who in 
turn sold to a man that lives 
in Enugu.

``I want to tell you that D7 
is a unit in state CID in Eb-
onyi state that is investigating 
this matter. They have not 
left any stone unturned until 
when they get to the root of  
all the mysteries surrounding 
the stealing of  children which 
has been trending in recent 
times and police has done a 
very good job on it. ``SP Mil-
licent Amadi who is in charge 
of  this unit is the one that 
connected the mother of  this 
child and she has also opened 
a lot of  things while investi-
gating this matter. “Today, we 
want to hand over this boy, 
Testimony to her mother”.

In her reaction after receiv-
ing the boy from police, the 
boy’s mother, Mrs.Theresa 
Nweke stated that she was 
living in the same compound 
with Precious who kidnapped 
her son saying that she went 
to work when Precious trave-
led with the boy to unknown 
destination.

She said: ``Precious and 
her boy friend are living in 
the same yard with me. She is 
my friend to the extent that I 
started living my baby for her 
to go to work. I work for my 
Madam in restaurant. On 5th 
of  August, by 4:30pm, Pre-
cious called me on phone that 
they have traveled and I asked 
her about my child, she said 
she traveled with him and if  I 
need my child, I should bring 
1.5 million and if  i didn’t 
bring the money, I should for-
get about the child.” “Fews 
days later, they called me and 
asked how much have I got-
ten and I told them that I have 
gotten 50,000 naira; the sent 

in their account number and 
I paid the 50,000 naira”. “Af-
ter they have gotten the alert, 
they switched off  their phone 
for one week. After one week, 
they called me again to send 
another 20,000 for their trans-
port in order to bring they boy 
which I told him to bring ac-
count but I don’t have another 
money to pay again.

I went to Rivers State CID 
to report the matter and I 
gave them her phone number 
which the used to track the 
child in Ebonyi state. They 
asked me to go and bring 
money in order to track they 
woman and they took 30,000 
naira from me to write and 
submit my statement, they 
collected 15,000 naira from 
me. They asked me to go back 
and look for N80, 000 naira 
so that they can start tracking 
the woman.”

“As I went home to think 
about it, I received a call from 
Ebonyi state police CID ask-
ing whether I know a boy 
called Testimony, which I 
said yes. They told me that 
my child is under their cus-
tody in State CID, Abakaliki, 
that I should come and pick 
him”. “I took the number 
that called back to Rivers state 
CID which the confirmed is 
from Ebonyi state CID. The 
demanded for me to bring 
money to transport me to Eb-
onyi to collect the child but I 
told them I don’t have anoth-
er money because the money 
is too much. In Ebonyi, the 
said if  I didn’t come fast, they 
will transfer the baby to state 
women welfare or motherless 
baby”. “I later came yesterday 
with the little money I gath-
ered to Ebonyi and they child 
has been given to me.”

the heels of  the inauguration 
of  a new, equipped Ward of-
fice of  LP at Umuoji, Idemi-
li North Council of  the state 
by Emeh.

In his goodwill message, 
Dr Obidigbo urged mem-
bers of  Osisioma Political 
Movement and all Nige-
rians to shelve every form 
of  primordial interests and 
sentiment, and support Pe-
ter Obi despite belonging to 
different political parties. He 
pointed out that backing Obi 
in the Presidential poll will 
not stop anyone from vot-

ing any one or party of  his 
choice in the State/National 
Assembly polls.

Obidigbo observed that it 
has been too long citizens 
voted/behaved in politically 
uncoordinated manner that 
helped to throw up misfits 
as leaders. According to 
him, “this foundation is all 
about transforming and im-
proving lives, and is on all 
Councils of  Anambra and 
now spreading to all states 
with our message of  trans-
formation.”We are neither a 
political party, nor attached 
or affiliated to any particu-
lar political party. But we 
provide powerful support to 
parties and candidates. We 
are a body of  distinguished 
professionals from various 
fields of  endeavour -medical 
doctors, engineers, universi-
ty lecturers, clergies, politi-
cians 6, joined by a common 
goal of  good governance, 
quality leadership and rep-
resentation, etc...”

Dr Obidigbo added. Emeh 
thanked them for choosing 
to support his LP and Obi, 
admitting that the instanta-
neous astronomical increase 
in support and membership 
base of  the party was divine. 
He however acknowledged 
that Peter Obi’s political 
track record was similarly 
made. Describing LP as the 
only with mankind at heart, 
the State chairman pointed 
out that while other parties 
had inanimate objects as 
logo, LP chose a man, his 
wife and child. So we have 
human beings, especially the 
family units as its sole focus.”  
He stated that LP is in all 
hamlet of  Nigeria and what 
concerns every citizen con-
cerns LP. He therefore urged 
everyone to join hands, vote 
Obi in, as the next president 
in 2023. At the inauguration 
of  the Umuoji Ward office, 
located at the Ekwulu vil-
lage hall, Chief  Emeh while 
praising the large heart and 

support of  Chief  Paul Chin-
we (aka Golden Governor) 
for donating the facility to 
the party, he called on more 
richly endowed citizens to 
come forward to assist the 
party in whichever direction 
they choose. He directed 
that a member of  staff  be 
permanent in the new office 
to take care of  all needs and 
inquiries daily, including 
registration and issuance of  
membership cards to new 
members. The Ward chair-
man, John Ilechukwu also 
commended Chief  Chin-
we for assisting them with 
the office. He expressed the 
Ward’s commitment and 
resolve for a clean sweep at 
the 2023 polls. Chief  Chin-
we said he was keen to see 
LP trounce other parties in 
the coming presidential poll.  
That it was in an effort to re-
cord a landslide victory that 
he donated the ward office 
that more were in store for 
the party from him.

News

... As LP State chairman inaugurates new 
Umuoji Ward office, receives new members

… This boy is only joy I have in this world, says mother

The kidnapped boy reunited with his mother during a hand over ceremony by the Ebonyi Police 
Command.

Resident doctors suspend 
proposed strike

D
octors under the ae-
gis of  the Nigerian 
Association of  Resi-

dent Doctors (NARD) have 
suspended a strike ultima-
tum to the Federal Govern-
ment to meet their demands, 
particularly the payment of  
the newly-reviewed Medical 
Residency Training Fund 
and implementation of  
the new hazard allowance, 
among others.

NARD President, Dr. 
Godiya Ishaya, confirmed 
this to The Nation in a chat 
on Thursday in Abuja.

The decision was after 
members of  the association 
held a virtual meeting on 

Wednesday to decide the 
next line of  action.

Dr. Ishaya explained that 
the National Executive 
Council (NEC) members de-
cided to suspend the strike ul-
timatum because of  the level 
of  progress made by the Fed-
eral Government in meeting 
some of  its demands.

The resident doctors on 
July 30, 2022, gave a two-
week ultimatum to the Fed-
eral Government to imple-
ment its agreements or risk 
an indefinite strike.

On August 21, 2022, the 
association extended the 
ultimatum by another two 
weeks which elapsed on Sep-

tember 5, 2022.
He said: “We have actual-

ly suspended the ultimatum. 
We noted progress being 
made and the payment of  the 
Medical Residency Training 
Fund, and most of  our mem-
bers are actually seeing their 
money. On the issue of  the 
hazard allowance, we have 
been able to confirm that the 
Honourable Minister for Fi-
nance has approved the pay-
ment.

“With the progress, we 
felt it was not necessary to 
continue with the ultimatum 
again, and the remaining is-
sues can be resolved on the 
table.”



Her wedding gown was 
one of  the most beautiful 
wedding gowns ever made. It 
was designed by Norman 
Hartnell. 

The gown was inspired 
by the famed Italian artist 
Sandro Botticelli's painting 
“Primavera.” The word 
“primavera” means spring in 
Italian. The painting has a lot 
of  flowers and the goddess 
Venus who represents love 
and beauty. 

F l o w i n g  w i t h  t h e 
inspiration, her gown had 
many f lora l  t r immings 
covered in crystal and beads. 
The gown is said to have 

10,000 seed pearls, all hand-
sewn. 

The Queen's coronation 
gown 

This was also one of  the 
most beautiful gowns ever 
made. It featured the floral 
e m b l e m s  o f  d i f f e r e n t 
countries like the English 
Tudor rose, Welsh leek, 
Australian wattle, India lotus 
flower, Pakistan's cotton, 
jute and wheat, Canadian 
m a p l e  l e a f ,  a n d  N e w 
Zealand's silver fern. 

D i n n e r  w i t h  t h e 
Kennedy family 

The cobalt blue tulle 
dress was worn to dinner 
with the former President of  
the United State J.F Kennedy 
and his wife. This is one of  

hether she was 

Ww a l k i n g  t h e 
grounds of  the 

palace or going for different 
galas  and dinners,  the 
Queen has never had a 
fashion day off.

As fashion evolved the 
Queen style has proved to be 
ageless and timeless. 

A s  a  m o na r c h ,  the 
Queen is the epitome of  
style, class and grace. Over 
70  years  o f  be ing  the 
monarch, she has had many 
iconic fashion moments, 
and here are some of  them. 

The Queen's wedding 
gown 

re you a wedding 

Aguest, you've been 
presented with an 

aso-ebi material, but you 
have no idea what you are 
going to sew with it? Then, 
think no further, media 
personality Toke Makinwa's 
slew of  aso ebi outfits is 
enough to inspire you.

Purple splash 
For  th is  look,  Toke 

Makinwa chose a simple off-
shoulder top with a figure-
hugging bodice with the 
corset. 

Nude and fab 
One time tiri gbosa for 

Toke's tailor, this long-
sleeved gown with the ruffles 

by the shoulders is certainly 
giving. 

Green with envy 
The queen of  slaying was 

at it again in this corset 
gown. The beadings and the 
frills on the gown are simply 
gorgeous. 

Crisscross 
This is also a simple and 

elegant outfit to fashion your 
aso-ebi to. With a gown like 
this, you'd be the belle of  the 
ball. 

Ankara fab 
In case the material is 

Ankara and not lace, you can 
always mix organza and lace 
and come up with this 
fabulous outfit. 

our favourite looks. She 
looked quite elegant and 
feminine. 

Colour block 
For the Royal Variety 

P e r f o r m a n c e  a t  t h e 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 
in 1999. She looked vibrant 
and colourful even though 
she is known for being 
monochromatic, the queen 
wore a multicoloured shirt 
and silk yellow gown. 

Tiara and fur 
Her Majesty attended 

the UK Parliament with a 
white purse while wearing a 
stunning white gown, a fur 
stole, and hand gloves. The 
George IV State Diadem 
was also worn by the Queen.

Page 14Friday 16 - Saturday 17 September, 2022  

Queen Elizabeth II's 5 most iconic gowns

Aso-ebi styles courtesy of Toke Makinwa 
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he likelihood that Ttwo people will be 
happy together in a 

relationship or marriage is 
predicated on their ability to 
find a common ground on 
many things. Couples in 
healthy relationships and 
happy marriages see eyeball 
to eyeball on so many 

f t e r  a l l  t h e 

Aarguments, creating 
some fireworks of  a 

different kind is the best way 
to make up.

E v e n  t h e  h a p p i e s t 
couples have been known to 
fight occasionally. 

While apologies are 
important when they're 
owed, a heated round of  
make-up sex is one thousand 
times more fun. A peace-
making roll in the hay is 
certainly the hottest way to 
smooth things over, but is it 
always the best move for your 
relationship? 

How makeup sex affects 
you emotionally 

Hot sex is a tried-and-
true way to reaffirm your 
dedication to each other after 
a disagreement has shaken 
your faith in your pairing 
(however temporarily). 

It's a physical way of  
expressing that you're still 
there for each other. You're 
r e s t o r i n g  s o m e  o f  t h e 
attachment, the closeness, 
the safety and security that 
we all seek in a relationship. 
It's to help bring whatever 
you were fighting about into 
perspective—the priority is 
your union. 

Even if  the makeup sex 
doesn't result in orgasms for 
you both, she points out that 
the intimacy of  feeling each 
other's touch causes the brain 
to release dopamine and 
oxytocin, or "the cuddle 
hormone." 

Best things about make-
up sex 

You feel more connected
You got through this and 

it's great. Make-up sex always 
m a k e s  y o u  f e e l  m o r e 
connected to your partner 
than ever before. Of  course, 
you survived this too! 

Make-up sex is charged 
with palpable,  exci t ing 
energy that causes pants to fly 
off  at the mere mention 
(much l ike i ts  conf l ict -
turned-lustful twin, breakup 
sex). Sex after a fight is such a 
powerful way to connect. It 
brings us back to what we 
share in that connection with 
each other. 

All the anger you were 
feeling has already made 
you (physically) really hot

The feeling you get when 
you're pissed off  and when 

you're turned on are so 
similar in terms of  your body 
heat rising and feeling short 
of  breath, so flipping the 
switch for something good 
instead of  evil (though anger 
isn't technically evil and is a 
basic emotion) is kind of  like 
performing a casual miracle. 

It's a great way to end a 
fight you had no idea how to 
end

You ever have those 
fights where you don't even 
know what you're talking 
about anymore but you both 
seem really annoyed? Kissing 
the person aggressively is a 
great way to get away from 
what was probably a nothing-
at-all disagreement and a 
move toward the bedroom to 
do it. 

I f  someth ing  we i rd 
happens during sex, you can 
laugh about it

Laughing during sex 

always feels so awesome, and 
laughing helps you release all 
the pointless tension still 
remaining in both of  your 
bodies after your very intense 
and passionate fight about his 
hor r ible  taste  in  throw 
pillows, which he does in fact 
have. It helps you let go of  
whatever anger you might 
still be holding onto. 

e la t ionships  and Rmarriages ought to be 
a  s a c r e d  p l a c e 

between two people - a union 
free from distractions and 
outsiders.

Unfortunately, this is not 
so. Many intruders and 
outsiders can stray into your 
relationships. Here are some 
meddlesome interlopers; 

1. The besties 
Your partner should be 

your best friend. It's easy for 
sexual and romantic feelings 

2. People who are just 
too nice 

Even if  your partner is 
not concerned about that nice 
colleague or neighbour, you 
don't know what hidden 
intentions the 'nice' person 
may have and you don't want 
to feel indebted to them. 

So, watch your step with 
people like that. 

3. Exes or former friends 
with benefits 

Many people l ike to 
announce to their exes or 
people they've been intimate 
with that they are now in a 

Friends are  a  t r icky 
subset, some have your best 
interest at heart and some 
don't. You don't know what 
lies in the heart of  anyone, so 
try not to discuss unnecessary 
d e t a i l s  a b o u t  y o u r 
relationship with them. 
Many ladies have lost their 
boyfriends to their friends. 
Even guys make moves on 
their friends' babes. 

You really don't want to 
give more space than is 
required in your relationship 
to any of  these people. 

to develop from promixity. 
You might have had other 

best friends before them but 
o n c e  y o u  g e t  i n t o  a 
relationship, it may be time 
for those friends to step down 
so your partner can take that 
place. 

And it doesn't have to be 
anything dramatic. All you 
have to do is make a mental 
note of  who and what is most 
important to you now that 
yo u  a r e  i n  a  [ s e r i o u s ] 
relationship. 

relationship, and can you 
blame them? 

Keeping boundaries and 
letting them know you are off  
limits and inaccessible is one 
of  the best things you can do. 

4. Instagram baddies 
and Snapchat slay queens 

Never underestimate the 
power of  slay queens. If  you 
know you are attracted to 
someone online, the best 
thing isn't to slide into their 
DMs but to mute or unfollow 
them or do anything that'd 
make you less tempted. 

5. Friends 

subjects - sex, finances, 
communication, etc.

I t  i s  w h a t  m a k e s 
relationships tick; that 
connection of  thoughts and 
a like-mindedness on all 
important matters of  life. If  
you ever  wonder  why 
c o u p l e s  b r e a k  u p  f o r 
irreconcilable differences, 

this is it: Their ideas of  how 
things should work in the 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e c a m e 
unworkably disconnected, 
detached to such extent that 
redemption could no longer 
be found for them. 

And here is what is 
more important to learn in 
t h i s  c o m p a t i b i l i t y 

discourse: it is never enough 
to find agreement on just 
the insignificant aspect[s] 
of  life. Partners' views on 
life's issues have to be in 
s y n c,  p a r t i c u l a r ly  o n 
m a t t e r s  t h a t  a r e 
fundamentally important to 
their togetherness – like sex 
and spirituality. 

As we have already 
c l e a r ly  s t a t e d  i n  t h i s 
previous post here, sexual 
compatibility is a thing that 
partners need to discuss 
before getting together, and 
must continue to strive 
towards long after they've 
become an item. 

Having said that; it's 
about time we also touched 
on the spiritual angle of  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d 
marriages, an issue that 
d o e s n ' t  g e t  a s  m u c h 
attention in the mainstream 
as other relationship issues, 
d e s p i t e  b e i n g  j u s t  a s 
important. 

In a society like ours 
where religion is a big deal 
and romantic relationships 
with huge potentials have 
been cut off  due to religious 
d i f f e r e n c e s,  r e l i g i o u s 

compatibility is something 
to reckon with when going 
into relationships. And 
w h i l e  i t  m a y  b e  a n 
insignificant thing at the 
beginning when two people 
are just sizing each other up, 
going on dates and all, 
difference in rel igious 
beliefs could snowball into 
the a real dealbreaker when 
peop le  somehow f ind 
themselves connected on all 
other impor tant levels 
except on the subject of  
their faith. 

T h i s  i s  w h y  i t  i s 
important to ask from the 
get-go if  differences in 
religious beliefs will be an 
issue down the road or not. 

While some will say 
t h e i r  p a r t n e r  h a s  t o 
compulsorily practice the 
same religion as them, 
some aren't so strict on the 
rule. 

Even when practicing 
the same religion as a 
partner, you need to know if  
your understanding of  the 
religion is in the same line, 
or maybe theirs is a brand 
too zealous than you can 
handle. 

In  Chr is t iani ty  for 
example; some folks have 
no problem giving all their 
income to God as seeds and 
covenant offerings. Is your 
Chris t ian fa i th  s t rong 
enough to the point that this 
won't be an issue especially 
when a partner keeps doing 
it like, every month? 

T h e r e  w a s  a [ n ] 
[unconfirmed] story once 
reported on social media of  

a husband who gave up the 
only family  car  as  an 
offering right in the middle 
of  a church service, only for 
the wife to throw a very wild 
tantrum on their return 
home before going to get the 
car back from the man of  
God. 

Would it be an issue for 
you if, somewhere along the 
line, your partner becomes 
too invested in the things of  
the spirit to the point that it 
affects their outlook on life, 
dressing and appearance, 
c h i l d  r a i s i n g ,  s e x u a l 
activities, availability, etc? 

It has become such a 
cliché to hear single people 
speak of  a desire for only 
God-fearing partners. And 
w h i l e  t h a t  m a y  b e 
a d m i r a b l e,  i t  i s  a l s o 
important that whether 
before or after getting those 
relationships, partners need 
to gauge and discuss their 
ideas on religious beliefs 
and spirituality; such that 
they're always on the same 
page and operate on the 
same plane when it comes 
to the things they do in their 
faith, and how those things 
affect their relationship and 
marriage. 

Just as a disconnect in 
sexual energy can disturb 
the balance of  a union and 
s e t  a  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r 
r e s e n t m e n t ,  s p i r i t u a l 
incompatibility also has the 
abi l i ty  to  cause  some 
serious damage to that 
relationship or marriage 
you currently have, or the 
one you're aspiring to. 
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Why spiritual compatibility is as important as sexual compatibility
in relationships

Make-up s*x: Here is why you should have it
after a fight 

People that can ruin
relationships



Page 16

Healthy LivingHealthy LivingHealthy Living
Friday 16 - Saturday 17 September, 2022  

alm kernel is known Pto offer numerous 
health benefits that 

help prevent and heal life-
threatening illnesses.

T h e  p a l m  t r e e  i s 
arguably the richest tree on 
earth when it comes to 
natural endowments. It is 
b l e s s e d  w i t h  a  l o t  o f  
priceless resources, which 
among them is the palm 
kernel oil. 

Pa l m  k e r n e l  o i l  i s 
extracted from palm fruit. It 
is dark black in colour and 
distinguishes itself  with a 
unique strong taste and 
smell. 

Popular for its healing 
p r o p e r t i e s  a c r o s s  t h e 
southern and eastern part of  
Nigeria, palm kernel is 
known to offer numerous 
health benefits that help 
prevents and heal l i fe-
threatening illnesses. 

It is also useful for 
cooking as it is free of  

orn pap, also known 

Cas akamu, ogi, koko, 
or eko, is a Nigerian 

fermented maize cereal 
pudding. This superlight 
food has been around for 
decades and is consumed by 
a large number of  Nigerians.

Despite its sour taste, 
pap is widely known to go 
we l l  w i t h  m a n y  f o o d 
combinations such as fried 
plantains, pancakes, akara, 
fried yam, okpa, bread, puff  
puff, and beans. When 
combined with pap, any of  
these make a delicious 
breakfast meal.

1 .  Good source  of 
energy 

I t  g o e s  w i t h o u t 
introduction that pap is a 
source of  carbohydrate, 
therefore, energy. And in it's 
paste form, it is easily 
digestible. That is why it's 
occasionally recommended 
to athletes in order to keep 
them running throughout 
the day. 

2. Blood pressure
Pap is high in potassium 

and low in sodium, making 

it an ideal food for people 
with high blood pressure, as 
well as those who want to 
keep their blood pressure in 
check or avoid developing 
hyper tension.  Another 
benefit of  eating potassium-
rich foods like pap is that it 
helps to reduce sodium's 
effects in the body while also 
easing tension in your blood 
vessel walls, protecting you 
from a variety of  health 
problems that could arise. 

B o o s t s  h e a l t h  o f 
kidneys

The kidneys are one of  
the most important organs 
in the body, and any damage 
to this area can have serious 
consequences for the human 
body. 

Some of  the things that 
can harm this vital organ 
include uric acid, urea, 
toxins, waste, and other 
harmful substances. 

The good news is that 
drinking pap can help you 
get rid of  these substances 
b y  a s s i s t i n g  i n  t h e 
elimination of  unwanted 
elements from the body 

through urine. When you 
drink pap, you tend to 
urinate more. 

P r o m o t e s  h e a l t h y 
pregnancy and lowers risk 
of neural tube defects

Folic acid is one of  the 
most important nutrients for 
pregnant women to have a 
healthy pregnancy. A lack of  
t h i s  a c i d  m a y  c a u s e 
underweight babies to be 
born, as well as neural tube 
defects in newborns. On the 
plus side, pap is high in folic 
acid, making it a good 
c h o i c e  f o r  e x p e c t i n g 
mothers. Apart from that, 
you might be interested to 
know that the same pap also 
encourages the production 
o f  b r e a s t  m i l k  a f t e r 
childbirth. 

Rather than just a meal 
for the common man, pap is 
loaded with nutritional 
values that have other more 
expensive sources. Eat it 
knowing there's a veritable 
trove of  nutrients in every 
spoon! 

cholesterol. As a matter of  
fact, medical practitioners 
do advise people suffering 
from heart problems and 
high cholesterol level to 
make use of  palm kernel oil 
when cooking because it is 
more beneficial to their 
health. 

According to recent 
studies, the dark black oil is 
primarily composed of  fatty 
t r i g l y c e r i d e s ,  w i t h 
approximately 80 percent 
saturated fats and 20 percent 
unsaturated fats. And it can 
be found in a number of  
p r o d u c t s ,  i n c l u d i n g 
margarine, vegetable oil, 
and shortening, creamers, 
chocolate and ice cream. 

Here are seven priceless 
health benefits of  palm 
kernel oil 

1. It is a great remedy 
for epilepsy 

Alternative medicine 
has shown that palm kernel 
oil is a wonderful solution 

when it comes to treating 
convulsion in kids. Its 
healing properties help 
combat s  the  e f f ec t  o f  
epilepsy attack, as well as 
offering great relief. 

2. Palm kernel oil helps 
prevent aging 

Palm kernel oil is a rich 
antioxidants agent that 
contains vitamin E. And 
vitamin E, coupled with the 
antioxidants properties in it, 
help prevent the signs and 
symptoms of  aging. 

Observation has also 
shown that the use of  palm 
kernel oil does not only 
prevent fine lines, it helps 
delay sagging and wrinkled 
skin. And according to 
research findings, palm 
kernel oil offers protection 
from the adverse effects of  
UV rays and several other 
toxic substances. 

3.  Palm kernel  oi l 
increases hair growth 

Palm kernel oil has not 

only shown amazing results, 
in terms of  growth, when 
applied to the hair, it also 
encourages thicker hair as 
well as preventing hair fall. 

In addition, palm kernel 
oil nourishes the hair and 
makes it stronger than usual 
a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e 
conditioning it provides. 

4. It helps to detoxify 
the body 

Palm kernel oil does not 
only remove toxins from the 
body, it also purifies every 
cell of  the body as well as 
rejuvenating them. 

any people have Mspoken  about 
w o r k - l i f e 

balance without actually 
knowing how to achieve it. 

One of  the greatest 
shockers of  adulthood is 
that the weekend is a useless 
interval between work and 
rest. You find yourself  
hoping the weekend comes 
along just to fill it with more 
obligations. 

The truth is although 
you might enjoy your work, 
y o u  m i g h t  f e e l 
overwhelmed and burdened 
by it, which leads to less 
enjoyment of  it, that's why 
it's important to maintain a 
good work balance. 

The most stressful jobs 
are those in health care 
where it is a matter of  life 
and death, working with 
c u s t o m e r s  w h e r e  yo u 
a lways  have  to  sound 
cheerful and polite, jobs 
based on time pressure and 
jobs that leave you feeling 
like you constantly have to 
deliver or you would get 
fired. 

One thing is certain, you 
need a break from work. 
This is a period known as 

recovery time, but how do 
you ensure that the time off  
work is meaningful? Many 
people take time off  work, 
but when they come back, 
they feel neither refreshed 
nor relaxed. 

R e s e a r c h e r s  h a v e 
grouped recovery time into 
t w o ,  r e l a x a t i o n  a n d 
mastery. 

Relaxation or a relaxing 
activity is any activity that 
calms your body and mind. 
Taking a walk, jogging, 
meditation, yoga, massages 
and even binge-watching 
your favourite series are 
relaxing activities. 

Mastery is the best way 
to enjoy time off  work, Let's 
be honest, you don't want to 
sit all day and night doing 
nothing, you don't want to 
do work - the one you are 
paid for. 

M a s t e r y  i n v o l v e s 
learning something new, 
engaging in a challenging 
activity or learning a new 
skill like painting, cooking 
or learning a new language. 

A 2019 study carried out 
on 183 employees over 10 
workdays found that people 
who achieved mastery 

during their off  time were 
m o r e  e n e r g e t i c  a n d 
e n t h u s i a s t i c  t h e  n ex t 
morning. 

The truth is that you 
need regular breaks off  
w o r k  t o  d o  y o u r  j o b 
properly, that is why some 
European countries are 
advocating for a 4-day work 
week, many companies are 
trying this out, and the 
result will be available in 
2023. 

At the end of  the day, to 
feel relaxed you have to be 
completely detached from 
work. 

A 2020 survey-based 
study involving 172 workers 
in  the  US  found  tha t 
subjects tend to be in a 
brighter mood and were less 
emotionally exhausted 
toward the end of  the 
workday if  they had breaks 
that allowed them to briefly 
detach from work. 

According to a study, 
those who are in demanding 
jobs and can maintain some 
emotional  and mental 
distance from their jobs tend 
to be happier and healthier. 

5. It helps in softening 
the skin 

Apart from being an 
anti-aging agent,  palm 
kernel oil also helps in 
making the skin soft without 
the skin getting greasy in 
appearance. 

This is why most soap 
and cream industry have 
continued to make use of  its 
oil as ingredients when 
producing their products. 

P r o v i d i n g 
comprehensive benefits that 
are often overlooked, palm 
k e r n e l  o i l  h e l p s  i n 

combating itchy skin, as 
well as providing relief  to 
ragged cuticles. 

6 .  I t  h e l p s  i n 
controlling blood pressure 

Studies have shown that 
also helps control the free 
flow of  blood from the heart 
to other organs of  the body. 
And by so doing, it helps in 
keeping the blood pressure 
under control,  thereby 
prevent ing the  r i sk  of  
hypertension. 

7. It tackles body odor 
Owing to its unique 

strong smell, palm kernel oil 
helps tackle body odor when 
it is applied to the skin on a 
regular basis. 

Amazing health benefits of palm kernel oil

Reasons to eat pap more often 

Work-life balance: How to deal with
burnout from work and rest
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First night trains for mourners set to depart.

Foreign News

C
amilla Parker Bowles’s 
friend of  more than 40 
years has said no-one 
could do the role of  

Queen Consort better than her.
The High Sheriff  of  Wiltshire, 

Lady Lansdowne, told the BBC 
that her “wonderful” and “loy-
al” friend Camilla was “born to” 
the role.

After the death of  Queen Eliz-
abeth II on 8 September, Charles 
became King and Camilla be-
came Queen Consort.

Lady Lansdowne said her 
friend will be a “huge support” 
to her husband.

She said while Camilla has 
known for a long time that she 
would one day become Queen 
Consort, “she must have taken 
a very big gulp thinking this is a 
big step”.

The current situation would 
be quite surreal, she said, but her 
friend “completely understands” 
her role and “will absolutely do 
it right”.

“She will take advice very well 
but I think she will naturally 
know the right thing to do,” said 
Lady Lansdowne.

Godmother to Camilla’s 
daughter Laura from her first 
marriage to Andrew Parker 
Bowles, Lady Lansdowne said 
her friend loves people, has 
wonderful manners and “is very 
good at talking to people”.

“I don’t think anyone could do 
it [Queen Consort] better than 
she is,” she added.

She said King Charles III and 

his wife are a good team, and 
work very well together.

She said the couple, who 
married in a civil ceremony at 
Windsor Guildhall in 2005, have 
“such a natural relationship.”

“They just have a really happy 
relationship and they can josh 
each other along when needed 
and yet have real support for 

‘No-one could be Queen Consort better than Camilla’

L-R - Camilla and the Queen:  Lady Lansdowne said she does not think anyone could do the role of Queen Consort better than Camilla.

each other which is wonderful.”
Lady Lansdowne, who spent 

time with the new Queen Con-
sort during lockdown, where 
they walked their dogs together, 
said Camilla “loves this part of  
the world [Wiltshire]” and it was 
“a big part of  her life”.

She said: “She’s lived in Wilt-
shire ever since she was first mar-

F
rom Wednesday evening, 
a limited number of  trains 
will run through the night 
on some routes to and 

from London, to help mourners 
get home.

They are among the extra ser-
vices being put on by train com-
panies in the coming days, and 
around Monday’s state funeral.

Examples include Great West-
ern services from London Pad-
dington to Reading, and South-
eastern from Charing Cross to 

Tunbridge Wells.
Not all operators are doing this.
Transport bosses have predicted 

“unprecedented” demand for trav-
el in the capital during the mourn-
ing period for the late Queen.

Her coffin was taken from 
Buckingham Palace to Westmin-
ster Hall today, where she will lie 
in state until Monday, which has 
been declared a bank holiday. Dur-
ing this period Westminster Hall 
will be open 24 hours a day.

Thousands visit capital

Trains and tubes were busy on 
Wednesday as thousands of  visi-
tors streamed into central London 
to pay their respects.

The city’s major railway stations 
were about 10% busier than usual 
up until 14:00 BST today.

Charing Cross saw a particular 
increase, with 20% more people 
coming through this morning 
compared to last week.

However, track operator Net-
work Rail said it appeared fewer 
commuters had travelled today, 

with visitors attending today’s 
procession and lying-in-state re-
placing them.

William and Harry side by side 
behind Queen’s coffin

In Pictures: Royals follow 
Queen on sombre final journey

How can I pay my respects to 
the Queen?

What next? A day-by-day 
guide from now to the funeral

What we know about plans for 
the funeral

Westminster Hall: Trials, 
speeches and lying-in-state

Footfall at the big stations was 
still below pre-pandemic levels.

The London Chamber of  Com-
merce and Industry said it expect-
ed fewer business people would 
be using public transport and 
possibly more employees would 
be working from home. It said the 
period of  mourning would have 
an effect on business activity, with 
activities like external meetings 
being scaled back.

Transport for London (TfL) 
data show there were 1.66 mil-
lion entries and exits on London’s 
Tube today before 10:00 BST, 
about 5% more than last Wednes-
day.

People have been warned some 
tube stations may close temporar-

ried. Her children have grown up 
here.”

On their engagements this 
week, Lady Lansdowne said “it 
must be exhausting what they’re 
both doing this week” especially 
as the couple are “grieving pri-
vately”.

“I know they are both thrilled 
with the reception that they are 

getting because I don’t think they 
necessarily expected that,” she 
added.

“The loss of  the Queen is so 
enormous for people but the 
public have been wonderful-
ly generous spirited and have 
shown them real affection.

“I think that’s meant a huge 
amount to them.”

ily to avoid crowding, and they 
have been told to avoid Green 
Park station which can current-
ly only be used to exit or change 
lines.

There was only a small increase 
in bus usage today compared to 
the week before. Road closures 
around ceremonial events have 
meant diversions on some bus ser-
vices.

Tickets sales surge for Monday
The online ticket company 

Trainline says the number of  peo-
ple who have used its platform to 
book trains to central London sta-
tions next Monday - the day of  the 
Queen’s funeral - is up 53% com-
pared with Monday this week.

People are being advised to con-
sider delaying train journeys home 
from London after Monday’s state 
funeral, to avoid everyone rushing 
at the same time, meaning long 
queues for trains or crowding.

With road closures in place on 
Monday, National Express coach-
es that would have started and fin-
ished at Victoria coach station will 
run from Wembley instead.

Avanti West Coast has added a 
few more daily train services to its 
current severely reduced timetable 
- the result of  staff  shortages - and 
is working on the possibility of  
adding some more at the weekend 
and on Monday. However, today 
a number of  Avanti trains were 
cancelled. 



News Echo   Friday 16 - Saturday 17 September, 2022                                                                                      Page 18

News

Gov Umahi launched Ebonyi among Nigeria’s
fastest developing states, says Commissioner 
E

bonyi state Governor 
Dave Umahi’s pru-
dence in fiscal man-

agement,  his commitment 
to the human and infrastruc-
tural development  caused 
a massive transformation 
of  the social and economic 
lives of  people of  Ebonyi 
catapulting it amongst Ni-
geria’s fastest developing 
States, says Hon Uchenna 
Orji, the State’s Commis-
sioner for Information and 
State Orientation

”The many life-chang-
ing physical infrastructural 
projects conceived and built 
by the administration had 

opened up the state for tour-
ism”, he further added

Hon Orji in an interview 
with the News Agency of  
Nigeria (NAN) argued that 
Gov. Dave Umahi’s achieve-
ments in roads infrastruc-
ture, human capital devel-
opment, accountability and 
transparency in governance 
remained unequalled.

He said that Umahi’s pru-
dence in fiscal management, 
coupled with his commit-
ment to the human and in-
frastructural development of  
the state had led to the mas-
sive transformation of  the 
social and economic lives of  

President Buhari rewards Commonwealth Games, World Athletics Championships Athletes with National Honours, N200 Million.

people of  the state.
”The many life-changing 

physical infrastructural pro-
jects conceived and built by 
the administration  had also 
lifted the state from social 
and economic doldrums as 
well as launched it into one 
of  the fastest developing 
states in Nigeria,” Orji prof-
fered.

Orji,  a former member of  
the Ebonyi House of  Assem-
bly for the Ivo state constitu-
ency, added that the achieve-
ments of  Umahi had placed 
the state Ebonyi among the 
frontline states.

Amongst others, he noted 

that the administration had 
built about 16 flyover bridges 
located across the different 
parts of  the state including 
that at ‘Inyere’ hill in Ekoli 
Edda of  Afikpo South Local 
Government Area.

” The administration em-
barked on aggressive con-
struction and reconstruction 
of  urban and rural roads 
across the state.

” The Ebonyi Airport pro-
ject; the King David Univer-
sity of  Medical Sciences, at 
Uburu, the Ebonyi Shop-
ping Mall, and the Ecumeni-
cal Centre, among others are 
some of  the landmark physi-

cal projects started and com-
pleted on record time by the 
administration,” Orji said.

He maintained  that Uma-
hi’s records had marked him 
out as ”one of  the world-
class leaders whose leader-
ship is worthy of  immortal-
isation.

“Ebonyi under Umahi 
had witnessed the fastest 
development recorded ever 
in Africa within the shortest 
record time.

“Ebonyi recorded a trans-
formation boom difficult to 
be beaten by any single ad-
ministration in Africa.”

“Ebonyi recorded a trans-
formation boom difficult to 
be beaten by any single ad-
ministration in Africa.”

Orji said that in Ebonyi, 
projects were started and 
completed ”like a miracle 
and no wasteful ceremony 
to mark project take off  and 
inauguration.

“When some leaders have 
no political will to stop waste 
and corruption, Umahi has 
the moral temerity and po-
litical will to stop waste, 

corruption and leakages of  
resources.

“While project execution 
has been completely halted 
in some climes, Ebonyi gov-
ernment under Umahi stands 
tall in the delivery of  the div-
idends of  democracy.

”This he will continue to 
do and get properly anchored 
on May 29, 2023.”

On security, the commis-
sioner said that Umahi had 
kept faith in the oath he 
swore to protect the lives and 
property of  the people of  the 
state as a key mandate of  
government.

“When insecurity and sit-
at-home overwhelmed many 
state governments in the 
South-East, the government 
ensured that lives and prop-
erty of  the citizenry were ad-
equately protected as Ebonyi 
remains one of  the most se-
cured and peaceful states in 
Nigeria.

“Umahi’s infrastructural 
revolution in Ebonyi and his 
developmental legacy will 
continue to resonate and be 
felt by all, even by future gen-
erations,” he affirmed.

Jonathan visits Niger, meet Abdulsalami, Babangida

F
ormer President 
Goodluck Jonathan 
on Thursday stormed 

Minna, Niger State to visit 
former Heads of  State, Gen. 
Abdulsalami Abubakar (Rtd) 
and Gen. Ibrahim Babangida 
(Rtd).

He advised eligible Nige-
rians to elect credible leaders 
in 2023 general elections to 
ensure good democratic gov-
ernance in the country.

Speaking with newsmen, 
the former president said it 
was only by so doing that the 
desired objectives of  having 
responsible leaders to manage 
the country resources would 
be a reality.

Jonathan said that Nigeri-
ans should think wisely elect 
someone who would be ready 

to serve them well in 2023.
He explained that the Nige-

rians needed to choose some-
one who would serve them 
well and would not compro-
mise the interest of  the coun-
try for their benefit.

He said, “We all wish our 
country well. To every Nigeri-
an, especially the young ones, 
elections are coming, they 
have to elect the person they 
believe would lead us well, 
the person who will serve us 
well.

“A leader is also a servant 
and as a President, you are 
to lead and you are to serve. 
Elect somebody that will take 
the interest of  all of  us, the 
interest of  the country, some-
body that would not compro-
mise our own interest for his 

own aggrandizement.
“Someone that would car-

ry all of  us along. Most es-
pecially someone that would 
take Nigeria as a project”, he 
said

Jonathan explained that 
the visit to Abdulsalam was 
one which he normally do 
every year and that there was 
nothing special, adding that 
Nigeria still needed Abdul-
salam and the part he played 
in maintaining peace and uni-
ty in the country.

“It has been over a year 
since I visited the state. As 
the youngest former Presi-
dent, I go around from time 
to time to visit them. I haven’t 
seen General Abdulsalami 
for quite some time and you 
know he just came back from 

medical treatment abroad.
“So it is proper for me 

to come with some of  my 
friends to pay a courtesy call 
and greet him. We also made 
a stop at General Babangida’s 
house to see him. It is a regu-
lar visit we always do.

“I wish General Abdul-
salam well because we need 
him, especially now that we 
are talking about the 2023 
elections. You know he chairs 
the National Peace Commit-
tee that tries to midwife peace 
process during elections, this 
is the time he is much needed.

“I know there will be so 
much pressure on him now 
to see what he can do so that 
the 2023 elections can be con-
ducted freely and fairly and in 
an environment where there 
is peace and love,” he said.

Court Orders INEC to Accept Akpabio as APC Senatorial Candidate

A 
Federal High 
Court in Abuja on 
Thursday ordered 

the Independent Nation-
al Electoral Commission 
(INEC) to accept and pub-
lish the name of  Godswill 
Akpabio as the candidate 
of  the All Progressive Con-
gress (APC) for Akwa Ibom 
North/West senatorial dis-
trict for 2023.

Justice Emeka Nwite, in a 
judgment on Thursday, held 
that INEC acted illegally by 
refusing to accept and pub-
lish Akpabio’s name when 
it was submitted to it by the 
APC as its candidate.

Justice Nwite found that 
Akpabio was validly nomi-
nated as the Akwa – Ibom 
North/West Senatorial 
District candidate of  the 
APC from the primary con-
ducted by the party’s Na-
tional Working Committee 
(NWC) on June 9, 2022.

The judge declared that 
INEC “is bound by the pro-
visions of  Section 29 (3) of  
the Electoral Act to publish 
only the personal particulars 
of  the candidate of  the first 
plaintiff  for the Akwa-Iborn 
North/West Senatorial Dis-
trict elections in the person 
of  the second plaintiff  (Ak-
pabio) as received from the 
first plaintiff.

The judge also declared 
that INEC cannot publish 
any other name or particu-
lars of  any other candidate 
as candidate of  the APC for 
the Akwa – lbom North/
West Senatorial District 
elections, “except as nom-
inated, submitted and re-
ceived from the first plain-
tiff  (APC).

He then ordered INEC 
to publish the name and 
particulars of  Akpabio as 
the candidate of  the APC 
for the Akwa-Iborn North/
West Senatorial District in 
the 2023 general elections 
as nominated and submit-
ted to it by the party.

The judgment was on the 

suit marked: FHC/ABJ/
CS/1011/2022 filed and 
prosecuted for the APC 
and Akpabio (first and sec-
ond plaintiffs) by a team 
of  lawyers, which included 
Chief  Umeh Kalu (SAN), 
Valentine Offia, Imo Akpan 
and Adekunle Kosoko.

INEC, the sole defendant, 
was represented by Alhas-
san Umar, (SAN).

Justice Nwite rejected IN-
EC’s claimed that it declined 
to monitor the primary con-
ducted by APC on June 9, 
which produces Akpabio 
as the party’s candidate, be-
cause it had monitored the 
one conducted on May 27.

The judge faulted INEC 
for electing to monitor the 
May 27 primary, conduct-
ed by an illegal faction of  
the party led by Augustine 
Ekanem as against the June 
9 primary authorized con-
ducted by the APC NWC, 
an organ of  the party au-
thorised by law to conduct 
such primaries.

Justice Nwite said: “I am 
of  the view that the defend-
ant (INEC) cannot choose 
and impose a candidate on a 
political party.

“The fact that INEC chose 
to monitor an illegal prima-
ry and produce a report, 
cannot give it legitimacy.

“INEC cannot unilateral-
ly pronounce a primary con-
ducted by a political party 
or a candidate submitted to 
it as invalid, without a valid 
court order,” the judge said.

He held thaEric Ikhilae, 
Abujat there is no law em-
powering INEC to refuse to 
accept and publish the name 
of  a candidate sent to it by 
a political party without an 
order of  court.

“The consequences of  the 
defendant’s (INEC’s) failure 
to monitor the legal primary 
conducted on June 9 by the 
first plaintiff, cannot be visit-
ed on the plaintiffs.

“The defendant lacks the 
vires to usurp or assume the 

power of  the court to dis-
qualify a candidate,” Justice 
Nwite held.

The judge noted that it 
was not in doubt that there 
were two (2) primaries con-
ducted by the APC for the 
Akwa – Ibom North/West 
Senatorial District: one by 
the NWC of  the APC, and 

the other by Augustine Eka-
nem, an illegal factional 
Chairman of  the APC in 
Akwa – Ibom State.

The judge also noted that 
INEC accepted correspond-
ence from the said Augus-
tine Ekanem an impostor 
and monitored an illegal 
primaries not conducted by 
the NWC of  APC.



wiss tennis legend, 

SRoger Federer is to 
retire after next week's 

Laver Cup, he said on 
Thursday.

“The Laver Cup next 
week in London will be my 
final ATP event,” he said in 
a statement posted on his 

verton midfielder, EAmadou Onana has 
enjoyed his f irst 

months under manager 
Frank Lampard.

O n a n a  m o v e d  t o 
Everton this summer from 

Lille.
He told evertonfc.com: 

“It's been great so far. The 
past couple of  weeks have 
just confirmed what my 
thoughts were beforehand – 
he's a great manager and a 

nice human being as well.
“He's full of  ambition 

and he has a clear idea of  
how he wants  to play 
football, which fits very well 
for me. There have been 
only positives. Of  course, he 
was a midfielder as well and 
w h i l e  we ' r e  d i f f e r e n t 
players, I know I'm learning 
from the best. I'm just glad 
that I can work with him on 
a daily basis.”

Asked what he admired 
in Lampard as a player, 
O n a n a  a d d e d :  “ H i s 
finishing… If  I could finish 
as good as he could, I'd be 
h a p py  w i t h  t h a t !  I t ' s 
something we talk about. 
He thinks that with my 
physical attributes I can 
score more and be more 
decisive.”

eicester City coach, LBrendan Rodgers, 
could hand Kelechi 

Iheanacho his second start 
of  the season alongside 
Patson Daka, when the 
Foxes  t rave l  to  nor th 
London to face Tottenham 
Hotspur  on Saturday, 
according to reports. 

The pair provided a rare 
positive in their partnership 
at Brighton, with both 

getting their first goals of  
the season in their first 
l e a g u e  s t a r t  i n  t h e 
encounter. 

Both starting for the first 
time in the Premier League 
this season, they combined 
inside a minute, Daka 
setting up Iheanacho. 

T h e  s t r i k e  f o r 
Iheanacho means he has 
now been involved in 20 
goals in his last 25 Premier 

League starts. Despite 
finishing as the club's top 
scorer in 2020/21 after a 
flurry of  late-season goals, 
he only made 13 Premier 
League starts last term. 

The Zambian then got 
his first of  the season when 
he latched onto Youri 
Tielemans' ball over the 
top.

Rodgers, whose side is 
winless after six league 
games, says he is seeking a 
'certain dynamic' in his 
team's attack. 

“We're missing a certain 
dynamic in the team so we 
need to find ways to create 
that,” Rodgers said on 
fielding a strike duo. 

“That ability to have 
those two up there worked 
well for us and the guys 
started well in the game. 

“But it always has to be 
in balance. You have to 
m a k e  s u r e  y o u ' r e 
defensively right as well. 
But I thought the two of  
them did very well last 
week.” 

Twitter account.
The Swiss maestro  who 

has won a total of  20 Grand 
Slams, the third highest 
men's scorer of  all time is 
ret ir ing as  one of  the 
greatest the game has ever 
played.

F e d e r e r ' s  l a s t 

appearance at a major was 
at Wimbledon last year, 
where  he  reached the 
quar terf inals.  His  last 
Grand Slam win was at the 
2018 Australian Open.

He claimed 103 singles 
titles on the ATP tour and 
was the world number one 

competitive career.
“The Laver Cup in 

London next week will be 
my last ATP event. I will of  
course play more tennis in 
the future, but just not in 
Grand Slams or on the 
tour.

“This is a bittersweet 
decision because I will 
miss everything the tour 
brought me. But at the 
same time, there is so 
much  to  ce lebra te.  I 
consider myself  one of  the 
happiest people on the 
planet. I got a special 
talent for tennis, and I did 
it at a level I could never 
have imagined, for much 
longer than I ever thought 
possible.'

and most importantly, the 
fans who make the sport's 
life.” give,” Federer said.

Today I want to share 
something new with you. 
As many of  you know, the 
pas t  th ree  year s  have 
p r e s e n t e d  m e  w i t h 
challenges in the form of  
injuries and surgeries.

“I have worked hard to 
get back to full competitive 
form. But I also know my 
body's capabilities and 
limits, and the message to 
me has been clear lately.

“I am 41 years old. I've 
played over 1,500 games in 
24 years. Tennis has treated 
me more generously than I 
could have ever dreamed, 
and now I have to recognize 
when it's time to end my 

for 237 weeks between 
February 2004 and August 
2008, which is still a record.

Fe d e r e r ' s  d e c i s i o n 
follows a turbulent period 
for the Swiss star who has 
undergone  three  knee 
surgeries in a desperate 
attempt to return to his 
former glory.

Federer is expected to 
participate in exhibition 
games, but the Laver Cup, 
where he will represent 
Team Europe, will be his 
last game on the ATP tour.

“To my tennis family 
and beyond, of  all the gifts 
tennis has given me over the 
years, the greatest, without 
a doubt, are the people I've 
met along the way: my 
friends, my competitors, 

livier Giroud and 

OOusmane Dembele 
were both included 

in the final France squad 
before the World Cup on 
Thursday, as coach Didier 
Deschamps deals with the 
absence of  a host of  big 
names for a UEFA Nations 
League double header. 

Kar im Benzema  i s 
sidelined with a thigh injury 
suffered playing for Real 
Madrid, while Juventus 
midfielder Paul Pogba faces 
a race against time to be fit 
for the World Cup after 
undergoing knee surgery. 

With Chelsea's N'Golo 
Kante recovering from 
injury, Paris Saint-Germain 
d e f e n d e r  P r e s n e l 
Kimpembe sidelined, and 
B a y e r n  M u n i c h  d u o 
Kingsley Coman and Lucas 
Hernandez also ruled out, 
Deschamps has brought 
back some familiar faces 

and handed a first chance to 
others for France's games 
a g a i n s t  A u s t r i a  a n d 
Denmark later this month. 

Giroud, who will be 36 
come the World Cup in 
Qatar, is rewarded for a fine 
start to the season at AC 
Milan with a recall, while 
Dembele comes into the 
squad for the first time since 
June last year, when he 
limped out of  the European 
Championship. 

There are first call-ups 
for the Eintracht Frankfurt 
striker Randal Kolo Muani 
as well as Monaco centre-
back Benoit Badiashile and 
his club colleague Youssouf  
Fofana.

K y l i a n  M b a p p e , 
Antoine Griezmann and 

goalkeeper Hugo Lloris are 
among the six players in the 
squad who featured in the 
2018 World Cup final win 
over Croatia. 

France host Austria in 
Paris on September 22 
before playing Denmark in 
Copenhagen three days 
later. 

While the matches 
serve as preparation for the 
World Cup, which starts on 
November 20, France are 
c u r r e n t l y  b o t t o m  o f  
Nations League A, Group 
1 so need points from their 
final two games to avoid 
relegation to League B. 

They won the las t 
edition of  the Nations 
League last year. 
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Tennis legend, Roger Federer announces retirement

Iheanacho set for starting role
against Spurs

EPL: Onana enjoying first months
under Lampard

Giroud, Dembele make France
Nations League squad 

Federer

Iheanacho

Onana Giroud Dembele
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he President, Major TG e n e r a l 
M u h a m m a d u 

Buhari (retd.), on Thursday, 
h o n o u r e d  N i g e r i a n 
m e d a l i s t s  a t  v a r i o u s 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  g a m e s , 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e 
Commonwealth Games, for 
t h e i r  o u t s t a n d i n g 

iverpool legend, Steve LN i c o l  h a s  u r g e d 
Jurgen Klopp to play 

Darwin Nunez as much as 
possible.

The club's record signing 
was used as a substitute in 
T u e s d a y ' s  C h a m p i o n s 

ewcastle United are 

Nset to rival Arsenal for 
L e i c e s t e r  C i t y 

midfielder, Youri Tielemans.
Jeunes  Footeux says 

Newcast le  could sneak 
ahead of  Arsenal and secure 
Tielemans' signature in 
January.

They claim that the 
Toon are readying a £17m 
bid for the highly-rated star.

Leicester could be under 
pressure to sell mid-season, 
rather than letting him walk 
for free next June.

C l u b  b o s s e s  a r e 
unders tood to  want  to 
recoup at least some of  the 
£40m they splashed out to 
sign him in 2019.

i e r r e - E m e r i c k PAubameyang has 
revealed it's “sad” 

seeing Thomas Tuchel 
sacked by Chelsea.

Aubameyang moved 
to Chelsea to work with 
h i s  fo r mer  Bor us s ia 
Dortmund coach.

H e  t o l d  G o a l : 
“Everyone knows the 
relationship I had with 
Thomas. It's always sad 
when someone leaves the 
club. Obviously I only met 
him for a few days. When 
you play football, you 
have to adapt very quickly 
t o  c e r t a i n  m o m e n t s 
during the season, this can 
happen.

“It's been a crazy 
week for all of  us, it's 
part of  life, we have 
to adapt. I think it's a 
b i t  s a d  a t  t h e 
moment, hopefully 
we ' l l  be  back to 
better days soon.

“Of  course,  I 
t h i n k  i t ' s  a  b i t 
s t r a n g e  f o r 
everyone, not just 
for me, but as I said, 
this is football, you 
have to adapt.”

League group stage win over 
Ajax at Anfield.

“When I saw the team, 
the first thing I did was check 
the subs to see if  Nunez had 
picked up an injury,” Nicol 
told ESPN.

“You've got to get the guy 
in, get the guy minutes on the 
field and get him in tune with 
everybody – until you do that 
you won't get the best out of  
him.

“As we all know, he's not 
the finished article, he's very 
raw but what he brings is 
completely different to what 
you  ge t  f rom Jo ta  and 
Firmino, he gives you the two 
things they can't do.

“ F i r m i n o  i s  a b o u t 
possession, if  you can get him 
holding the ball up and 
playing with Diaz and Salah 
that Firmino – I think he can 

do that – he just needs to get 
better at it and he can score 
goals because that's what Jota 
is pretty much there for.

“He's the little guy in the 
penalty box that's meant to 
pop up and put the ball in the 
net because I don't think he 
does particularly well when it 
comes to link-up play or 
holding the ball up.

“You get him on the field 
and in tune with everybody. If  
I'm a defender, I do not want 
to play against him, I'd rather 
play against Jota or Firmino 
than against him, absolutely 
every day of  the week.

“This guys not going to 
get  bet ter  unt i l  he gets 
minutes on the field. I don't 
think the other two are 
particularly brilliant so get 
him on.”

performances. 
Those honoured at the 

event include Tobi Amusan, 
among other athletes who 
were gifted N200 million by 
the President. 

T h e  h u n d r e d  m e t e r 
hurdle record, breaker Tobi 
Amusan has been conferred 
with National Award of  

Officer of  the Niger (OON) 
by Buhari during a reception 
f o r  t h e  N i g e r i a  2 0 2 2 
Commonwealth Contingent 
in State House, Abuja. 

The team members were 
a l so  awarded Nat ional 
Honours. 

Buhari honours Tobi Amusan,
other athletes

Klopp urged not to bench Darwin
Nunez

Newcastle ready to outbid
Arsenal for Tielemans

Tuchel sacking
sad and strange
– Aubameyang

Nunez

Tielemans Aubameyang

Queen Elizabeth II's 5 most
iconic gowns
Aso-ebi styles courtesy of
Toke Makinwa 

Pg. 14

Pg. 14


