
@newsechonigeria @newsechonigeria @newsechonigeria

EISSN: 2736-0548  WEDNESDAY 14 – THURSDAY 15 SEPTEMBER, 2022   VOL. 3 NO. 106

The fresh news people

Pg. 8

Pg. 8, 13

Pg. 10

Pg. 8

Pg. 2

Pg. 12

Buhari fulfils one-day
working visit to Imo 
…Residents comply with IPOB sit-at-home order
…Security agencies worked at optimum capacity

Nnamdi Kanu: Appeal Court reserves
verdict, adjourns indefinitely
We’re tired of  staying at home – Anambra traders lament

Division hits
Igbo Elders
Consultative
Forum over
Shettima’s
visit

Ifeanyi Ubah’s
attack:
Redouble your
security,
MASSOB
advises Obi,
Wike, others

Alleged assassination claim:

Obi, Keyamo trade words

Uzodimma receives Farouq:

As FG flags off digitized

CCT payment of Imo

beneficiaries

Farouq Ibrahim

L-R: Deputy Senate President, Ovie Omo-Agege, Governor Hope Uzodimma of Imo State, President Muhammadu Buhari, Speaker, 
Imo State House of Assembly, Rt. Hon Kennedy Ibe and his deputy, Rt. Hon Amara Iwuanyanwu when Mr. President 
commissioned the reconstructed Imo State House of Assembly Complex by Governor Uzodimma ...Tuesday.



NDE trains 30 on environmental beautification in Anambra

News Echo   Wednesday 14 - Thursday 15 Sept, 2022                                                     Page 2 

News

Ifeanyi Ubah’s attack: Redouble your security,
MASSOB advises Obi, Wike, others
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he Movement for 
the Actualization of  
the Sovereign State 

of  Biafra (MASSOB) has 
said the Sunday attack on 
the Senator representing 
Anambra South Senatori-
al District, Senator Ifeanyi 
Ubah, at Enugwu Ukwu, 
in Njikoka local govern-
ment area of  Anambra 
State, was targeted. 

Describing the attack as 
politically sponsored, the 
pro-Biafra group alleged 
that some loud politicians 
had been marked for at-
tacks in similar circum-
stances by those it called 
anti-democratic forces in 
the country.

As a consequence, the 
group in a statement on 
Tuesday by its leader, 
Uchenna Madu, had asked 
the presidential candidate 
of  the Labour Party (LP), 
Peter Obi, Rivers State 
Governor, Nyesom Wike, 
Benue State Governor, 
Samuel Ortom and the 
bishop of  Sokoto, Hassan 
Kukah to redouble security 
around them to avert the 
Ubah fate.

The group statement read 
in part, “The leadership of  
the Movement for the Ac-
tualization of  the Sovereign 
State of  Biafra (MASSOB) 
has condemned the insen-
sitive, barbaric and unwar-
ranted attack and killings 
of  members of  Senator If-
eanyi Uba’s motor convoy 

at Enugwu Ukwu.
“MASSOB described 

these criminal acts of  gen-
ocide as a sponsored politi-
cal killing by highly placed 
political foes. 

The political cabals 
sifting the economy and 
wealth of  Nigeria are not 
comfortable that a posi-
tive change that will abol-
ish their illicit and corrupt 
means of  embezzling the 
wealth of  Nigeria is about 
taken over, hence they are 
sponsoring political assas-
sination of  eloquent and 
outspoken political leaders 
who are not in their evil 
and corrupt wagon.”

The Enugwu Ukwu as-
sassination attack is not 
only about Senator Ifeanyi 
Uba, it has been hatched 

against people- oriented 
political leaders across the 
country.

 “MASSOB advised Mr 
Peter Obi, Governor Nye-
son Nwike, Governor Sam-
uel Ortom, Aisha Yusuf, 
Catholic Bishop Kukah, 

etc to redouble and restrate-
gize their security routine 
apparatus. The group add-
ed, “MASSOB has earlier 
warned about the incom-
ing political assassination 
attempts before the 2023 
general election but we 

were ignored. “MASSOB 
also wish to exonerate pro 
Biafra agitators from this 
unwarranted assassination 
attack, it is being sponsored 
by powerful political cabals 
that have ruined the econo-
my of  the country.”

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

A
bout 30 persons 
drawn from the 21 
local government 

areas of  Anambra state are 
currently undergoing train-
ing on Environmental Beau-
tification scheme designed 
by the National Directorate 
of  Employment, NDE. 
NDE said the choice of  the 
specialized training on Soft 
landscaping, hard landscap-
ing and POP was a careful 
designed initiative to align 
the participants with the cur-
rent demands of  the general 
economic activities of  our 
society.

Speaking during the ori-
entation ceremony in Awka 
over the weekend, the State 
Coordinator of  NDE, Mrs 
Chika Ufelle said the En-
vironmental Beautification 
Training Scheme, EBTS, 
would impact specialized 
and marketable skills on 
the targeted unemployed 
youths, “better equipping 
them and enhancing their 
chances of  being employed 
or becoming entrepreneurs.”

The Coordinator also said 
the training would run for 
a period of  3 months and 
would equip the participants 
with the necessary skills 
that will enable them to suc-
ceed in their various chosen 
trades.

She noted; “adequate 
logistics and enough prepa-

ration have been made for 
the smooth take off  of  the 
programme in the state. 

Therefore, attendance is 
compulsory as failure might 
lead to removal from the 
programme and the monthly 
stipend forfeited. 

“EBTS participants will 
be trained in interlocking, 
brick molding, kerb making, 
concrete rings, POP among 
others. I enjoin all the partic-
ipants to take advantage of  
this training to acquire good 
marketable skills that will 
sustain them, their genera-
tion and the Nigeria society 
at large. 

“I invite all categories of  
the unemployed in our soci-
ety, including those about to 
retire to come, embrace and 
benefit from the vast expe-
rience of  the programmes 

which NDE developed over 
the years.”

Ufelle further appealed to 
other stakeholders including 
state governments, local gov-
ernments, affluent members 
of  the society among others 
to partner with NDE in tack-
ling unemployment especial-
ly in the issue of  resettling 
the beneficiaries.

In his vote of  thanks, Mr. 
Nnonso Onuorah, one of  
the beneficiaries, thanked 
the Director General of  
NDE, Mallam Abubakar 
Nuhu Fikpo, for his father-
ly role in making this train-
ing possible, promising that 
they (beneficiaries) will re-
ciprocate the gesture by be-
ing punctual and attentive 
throughout the training pe-
riod.

Orlu Assembly contestant condemns 
women mortality at childbirth, assures 
quality healthcare 
By Ikenna Orioha

C
ontestant for Orlu 
State Constituency 
in Imo House of  As-

sembly under the platform 
of  the All Progressives 
Grand Alliance (APGA), 
Dr Mrs. Justina Ekene Ak-
wuaka Akwuaja, has con-
demned women mortality 
at childbirth, saying she 
will attract quality health-
care services to the people 
if  she is elected in the 2023 
election.

Akwuaja stated this 
while addressing Imo 
women during the grand 
finale of  APGA August 
Women Meeting held last 
week at the party’s state 
secretariat in Owerri. She 
promised to pass bill and 
motion that would enable 
pregnant women sign for 
major surgery by them-
selves at delivery when the 
need arises to prevent mor-
tality caused by nonchalant 
behavior of  some of  their 
husbands who refused to 
sign for the surgery.

She harped that time 

has come for Christians to 
stand up to the responsi-
bility of  recovering the lost 
glory of  the nation, stating 
that the best place to start 
rebuilding the nation is 
the legislature where laws 
are made and the execu-
tive arm held accountable 
in implementing such laws 
made for the good of  the 
people and the country.

The candidate main-
tained that her representa-
tion would be that of  a 
progressive and qualitative 
leadership where the peo-
ple will be carried along 
holistically in the scheme 
of  things, youths and wom-
en of  Orlu empowered 
through skill acquisitions 
among other empower-
ment programs, faulting 
youth restiveness and inse-
curity in her constituency 
to mass youth unemploy-
ment and lack of  social 
amenities.

She encouraged Imo 
people to stick to God Al-
mighty and pray fervently 
while giving their man-
dates to godly persons who 

will tow good governance, 
observing that God will 
heal the land if  the people 
shun evil, declaring that 
2023 will breed a progres-
sive nation where goodies 
of  democracy will be the 
hallmarks of  citizens.

Presenting a paper ear-
lier, Akwuaja encouraged 
women to live virtuously 
as nurturers and builders of  
families and communities, 
as well as support their hus-
bands and children to suc-
ceed, urging them to make 
judicious use of  their God 
given positions to influence 
good governance.

The woman politician 
did not mince words as she 
entirely condemn the lazy 
mentality of  some wom-
en towards involvement in 
politics and governance, 
charging women to always 
support leadership ambi-
tion of  their fellow women, 
asserting that with women 
like Ngozi Okonjo-Iwea-
la and others who occupy 
leadership positions, the 
society will be a safer place 
for all persons to live in and 
jolly.

Police arrest suspected IPOB/ESN operatives 
who killed 2 police officers in Ebonyi
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Ebonyi State Po-
lice Command have 
arrested 2 suspect-

ed hoodlums in the guise 
of  the proscribed Eastern 
Security Network ESN/ 
IPOB who invaded the 
Ebonyi Divisional Police 
Headquarter, Ugbodo and 
opened fire on the police 
personnel on duty, killing 
an Inspector and a Ser-
geant.

The command Public 
Relations Officer, PPRO, 
SP Chris Anyanwu who 
disclosed this in a state-
ment in Abakaliki said that 

the attacked happened on 
the 22nd of  May 2021 at 
about 12noon.

He said that ever since 
then, the operatives of  
the Command’s Tactical 
teams have been on their 
trail. Powered by credible 
information, the hoodlums 
were intercepted along 
Ishieke Road in a yellow 
mini-bus  without a regis-
tration number.

“On sighting the crack 
team, the hoodlums 
opened fire on them, a 
swift response from the 
officers demobilized their 
vehicle and in the midst of  
a stampede that ensued, 
some of  the hoodlums fled 

while two were arrested”. 
He stated.

In a related develop-
ment, the state command 
has bursted a gang of  car 
stealing syndicate and 
their collaborators in Ab-
akaliki.

According to the com-
mand PRO, SP Chris An-
yawu, he said the “Police 
Divisions especially with-
in the Abakaliki metrop-
olis were inundated with 
cases of  car-stealing re-
vealing a particular modus 
operandi in which women 
who park their vehicles at 
the International market, 
Kpirikpiri Market, New 
Market (Ahia Ofuu), etc 

after buying stuffs, come 
out to discover that their 
vehicles have been stolen”.

“As soon as this phenom-
enon set in, the CP had to 
re-strategize with his man-
agement team manage-
ment team and task the 
tactical teams and their 
operatives to go all out and 
recover the vehicles and 
fish out the miscreants be-
hind the criminal acts”.

“Right now, I am glad 
to inform you that the en-
tire criminal syndicate has 
been burst with over ten 
vehicles recovered”.

“Armed with credible 
intelligence and reliable 
information, the SP Philip 

Agu-led Crack Squad and 
SP Bruno Chukwu-led AK 
Squad, copted operatives 
of  Ebubeagu Security Out-
fit and picked up the king-
pin of  this gang, Chimezie 
Emeh, a 26 yr old man 
from Ndieze 1 Okpoto in 
Ishielu LGA of  Ebonyi 
State on 31/08/2022”.

“This suspect specializes 
in stealing vehicles from 
the market squares in Ab-
akaliki Metropolis. He dis-
poses the vehicles mostly 
at Nsukka and other parts 
of  Anambra and Enugu 
States. He uses a mas-
ter key to smoothly open 
doors and ignitions of  the 
vehicles,” he stated.
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Assassination attempt: Anambra Senator, 
Ubah narrates narrow escape

Governor Uzodimma making a remark at one of the commissioning sites during President Buhari’s visit.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

S
enator Patrick Ifeanyi 
Ubah of  the Young 
Progressives Party 

(YPP) who represents An-
ambra South senatorial 
district in the National As-
sembly who was viciously 
attacked by yet-to-be arrest-
ed or identified gunmen late 
afternoon Sunday at Nkwo 
market area of  Enugwu-Uk-
wu in Njikoka council of  
Anambra State has narrat-
ed how his convoy was at-
tacked by the gunmen.

According to him, the 
bullet proof  vehicle he was 
riding in at the time actually 
saved him from the hail of  
the assassins’ bullets from 
hitting him.

Senator Ubah’s testimony 
came on the heels of  police 
confirmation of  the shock-
ing unprovoked and unprec-
edented attack.

The Anambra State Com-
missioner of  Police - Mr 
Echeng Echeng conse-
quently led key operatives 
to Enugwu-Ukwu for on 
the spot assessment visit to 
the scene. Police Public Re-
lations Officer (PPRO) in 
Anambra, - DSP Tochukwu 
Ikenga, confirmed the at-
tack to journalists in Awka, 
describing the incident as 
unfortunate and sad. Ubah’s 
media Assistant, Kameh 
Ogbonna, who spoke in a 
statement, said his principal 
escaped the assault because 
his vehicle was bullet proof. 

Hear him, “If  not for the 
bullet proof  jeep the sena-
tor was riding in, he would 
have been dead by now. 
“We were passing Enugwu 
Ukwu junction when they 
hit us from all sides and as 
I speak with you Obum, the 
special aide to the senator is 
dead. “About seven security 
operatives were hit by the 
assassins’ bullet...”

The PPRO said though 
details of  the incident were 
still being pieced together, 
operatives were already on 
ground while the situation 
was being monitored very 
closely.

He said that further details 
would be communicated to 
the public as soon as neces-
sary, but urged all to be calm 
and go about their legiti-
mate duties peacefully. In 
his reaction, Gov. Chukwu-
ma Soludo condemned the 
attack on Ubah’s convoy. 
Soludo whose condemna-
tion came in a statement by 

his Press Secretary, Chris-
tian Aburime expressed 
his administration’s fully 
determination to “wipe out 
every act of  criminality in 
the state.”

He saw the attack as the 
“last ditched-effort of  a 
sinking boat” by criminal 
elements in the state; and 
reassured the people that 
all security agencies were 
on full alert to fish out the 
perpetrators of  the heinous 
attack who would be made 
to face the full wrath of  the 
law.

The Governor commis-
erated with Senator Ubah, 
and the families of  all the 
victims. He also commis-
erated with the police au-
thorities for the officers who 
also lost their lives. Also 
commiserating with Sena-
tor Ubah, Gov Soludo and 
families of  the victims, Hon 
Dozie Nwankwo who rep-
resents Njikoka/Anaocha/
Dunukofia Federal Con-
stituency, expressed deep 
pains over the sad incident. 
Hon Nwankwo lamented 
that this was at a time every 
citizen of  the state was ju-
bilating that Gov Soludo’s 
security format has eventu-
ally restored stability to the 
entire state.

He urged all not to be 

Strike: EBSU ASUU urges national leadership 
to review 2009 FG agreement
From David Eze,
Abakaliki

T
he Chairman of  Aca-
demic Staff  Union of  
Universities, Ebonyi 

State University Chapter, 
Dr. Ikechukwu Igwenyi, has 
urged the national leader-
ship of  the Union to go back 
to the drawing board and 
review the 2009 agreement 
it entered with the Federal 
Government.

The university don who 
stated this in a statement in 
Abakaliki stressed that the 
N1.1trillion outstanding revi-
talisation fund for the nation’s 
universities was no longer 
tenable, saying the current 
economic realities did not 
match with the hitherto pact 
the Union entered with the 
authorities, in 2009.

While pointing out that it 
was expedient for leaders to 
pay critical attention to the 
merits of  ASUU position on 
tertiary education, he lament-
ed that the Government was 
paying lip-service to the de-

mands of  the Union. 
The statement read in part, 

“ASUU, as a thinking Union 
of  intellectuals, is not realistic 
in this current struggle and 
there is need for the Union 
to call for the review of  the 
negotiated 2009 FG/ASUU 
agreement to ascertain possi-
ble performance rate and the 
expected outcomes. It is con-
sidered that the 2009 FGN/
ASUU agreement is not only 
out of  date and obsolete but 
unrealistic today, if  truth 
must be told, because of  the 
time value of  money over 13 
years of  this negotiation. 

“It is a fact that a people 
that take no interest in what 
seems small, will definitely 
take a false interest in what 
is big. The fact is also that 
Nigerian leaders set wrong 
priorities and are not paying 
due attention to the demands 
of  ASUU in this imbroglio 
but rather join the unpatriotic 
gladiators that have no inter-
est in nation building through 
quality education of  Nigeri-

ans because their children are 
not attending schools here in 
Nigeria. 

“It is a clear testimony of  ir-
responsibility with the recent 
vituperations from the some 
highly placed individuals in 
government and the idea of  
taking ASUU to Court. 

“Rather than look critically 
into the merits in ASUU po-
sition on tertiary education, 
leaders tell Nigerians that 
University education is not 
for everyone; ASUU fixes 
salary of  members; there is 
no money to meet ASUU de-
mands; government will take 
ASUU to National Industrial 
Court; students should take 
ASUU to Court; etcetera. 
What a people! 

“No nation can develop be-
yond the level of  education of  
her people and by extension, 
beyond the capacities and ca-
pabilities of  their tertiary insti-
tutions,  if  the youths who are 
the future leaders and trustees 
of  posterity are trained in 
institutions with low grade 

fainthearted, but to move 
ahead with determination. 
Already, identities of  some 
of  the victims of  the attack 
have been revealed.

Though still unconfirmed, 
eye witnesses put the num-
ber at ten. They included 
Senator Ubah’s most trusted 
aide and personal treasurer, 
Mr Ikechukwu Odum; the 
Senator’s personal assistant, 
Mr Goodness Mathias. A 

passer-by identified simply 
as Onowu Agu-Ukwu Nri 
who had just drove into the 
Enugwu-Ukwu scene to 
drop a relation who visited 
him,unfortunately he ran 
into the gun assault.

According to eye witness-
es, “He was driving a big 
SUV, so the assassins may 
have thought he was in the 
same convoy with the sen-
ator, and he was gunned 

down.” Eye witness put the 
other casualties at six Mo-
bile Police Men who were 
riding in the convoy of  the 
Senator, and a driver, who 
was said to be driving one 
of  Ubah’s SUVs. The eye-
witnesses said the gunmen 
rained bullets sporadically 
at every car in the Senator’s 
convoy, especially his securi-
ty aides cutting them down 
with rapid firing, and giving 
them no chance at all. The 
witness noted that “In the 
confusion, all the vehicles 

were just ramming into each 
other.  

“But because the vehicle 
the senator was riding in was 
a bullet proof  car, his driver 
was able to maneuver out of  
the series of  damaged cars 
and drive away, even as the 
gunmen persistently rained 
bullets at it...” 

However, life is gradu-
ally returning to normal 
within the vicinity, though 
residents, shop owners and 
commuter buses remain ap-
prehensive of  each individu-
al on sight.

resources and manpower, 
where lecturers are subjected 
to dehumanising treatments, 
all manner of  cruelty with-
out consideration to human 
dignity, threats to job security 
and salaries, emotional trau-
ma, mental torture and psy-
chological mortification of  
unimaginable proportion in a 
developing nation. How can 
such a system perform maxi-
mally?”

It added, “ASUU therefore 
is not realistic because rather 
than calling for a review of  
the renegotiated agreement 
in the context of  the current 
economic realities of  dollar to 
naira ratio, they are asking for 
release of  funds negotiated in 
2009, when a dollar was less 
than one hundred and fifty 
naira (N150) as compared to 
present day reality rating of  
dollar to naira ratio of  about 
seven hundred naira (N700). 

“This implies that ASUU 
should be asking for about 
five trillion naira (N5tr) for 
the revitalisation of  public 

...As Soludo, Dozie Nwankwo, others express shock

Universities in this current 
and prevailing economic dis-
pensation. The about N1.1tr 
outstanding revitalisation 
fund cannot achieve same ob-
jectives as prices of  items like 
cement, rods, wood for furni-
ture, reagents and chemicals, 
equipment and stationeries, 
books and subscriptions, util-
ity vehicles, fuel for genera-
tors and other consumables 
are no longer in tandem with 
the economic equivalents of  
same items 13 years ago.

“There is need to review 
all the agreements upwards 
in terms of  proportional in-
flation, currency devaluation 
and today’s equivalent of  the 
13 years old negotiation as 
part of  the renegotiation rath-
er than demanding for release 
of  funds that cannot meet up 
with its purpose now because 
ASUU would be blamed in 
future for the failure of  the 
system to achieve the purpose 
of  these struggles. It is for this 
same reason that ASUU is 
demanding for the release of  
the White Paper on the Visi-
tation Panel Reports to assess 
the level of  success or failure 
rate so far recorded in the 
funding for revitalisation of  
public Universities.”
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Editorial

illiam Ruto was sworn in as 

WK e n y a ' s  f i f t h  p o s t -
independence president at a 

pomp-filled ceremony on Tuesday, after his 
narrow victory in a bitterly fought but a 
largely peaceful election.

Tens of thousands of people joined 
regional heads of state at a packed stadium 
in Nairobi to watch him take the oath of 
office, with many spectators clad in the 
bright yellow of Ruto's party, cheering and 
waving Kenyan flags.

"I William Samoei Ruto, in full 
realisation of the high calling I assume as 
president of Kenya, do swear that I will be 
faithful and bear true allegiance to the 
public of Kenya, that I will obey, preserve 
and protect this constitution of Kenya," he 
said.

Several people were injured earlier as 
crowd tried to force their way into the site. 
Television footage showed dozens of 
people falling on top of each other in a 
crush at one entrance gate.

Police  urged Kenyans  to  watch 
proceedings from home after the 60,000-
seat stadium was filled before sunrise.

"Dawn of Ruto era," trumpeted the 
frontpage headline in The Standard 
newspaper, while the Star said: "Time for 
Ruto."

A notoriously ambitious politician who 
has been deputy president since 2013, Ruto 
beat his rival Raila Odinga -- who had 
beensote international community, which 
looks to Kenya as a reliable and stable 
democracy in a turbulent region.

Foreign al l ies  and independent 
observers praised the conduct of the vote, 
which was largely peaceful and free of the 
violence that has marred past elections in 
the country of 50 million people.

Ruto won by only around 200,000 votes 
out of 14 million but the Supreme Court on 
September 5 upheld his victory, dismissing 
his opponents' claims of  fraud and 
mismanagement.

The outgoing head of state Kenyatta, 
who in a stunning turn of events had 
backed his longtime arch-rival Odinga in 
the election race, has promised a smooth 
transfer of power.

Kenyatta finally shook hands with Ruto 
at a meeting at the presidential residence 
on Monday after pointedly failing to 
publicly congratulate his deputy for several 
weeks.

Ruto has struck a conciliatory tone, 
extending a "hand of brotherhood" to his 
rivals and their supporters.

"We are not enemies. We are Kenyans," 
Ruto said after the court's decision.

But Odinga turned down an invitation 
to attend Tuesday's ceremony and instead 
travelled outside the country, charging in a 

statement that the election body did not 
conduct a "free and fair" poll.

Observers say Ruto faces a tough 
assignment building goodwill after a 
divisive and expensive political campaign 
that lasted well over a year and was 
peppered with acrimony and personal 
slander.

"This is the time to close ranks, embrace 
opponents and help forge a united front 
devoid of cheap political competition," 
The Standard wrote in an editorial.

Many ordinary Kenyans had stayed 
awa y  f r o m  t h e  b a l l o t  b ox ,  w i t h 
disillusionment and economic hardship 
blamed for the low turnout.

The East African political and economic 
powerhouse is reeling from a once-in-a-
generation drought, inflation is at five-year 
highs and unemployment is a major 
problem, particularly among the youth.

Ruto said Sunday that Kenya was "in a 
deep economic hole" and repeated his 
pledge to lower the cost of living as a 
priority.

From humble beginnings, the multi-
millionaire cast himself as "hustler in 
chief", a champion for the downtrodden 
during his campaign.

Among his ambitious promises was the 
creation of a 50-billion shilling ($415 
million) "hustler fund" to provide loans to 
small businesses, and a commitment to 
bring down prices for fuel, grain and 
fertiliser.

"Given sky-high popular expectations 
and an economy in dire straits, governing 
m a y  w e l l  p r o v e  t o u g h e r  t h a n 
campaigning," the International Crisis 
Group (ICG) think tank warned.

Ruto's inauguration marks the end of 
Kenyatta's near decade in power and one of 
the rare occasions his powerful family has 
not been at the apex of Kenyan politics.

Already one of  Kenya's wealthiest 
citizens, he is entitled to a generous send-
off under the constitution as he leaves 
office having served two terms, the 
maximum allowed.

The 60-year-old will receive a tax-free 
lump sum of $324,000 and more than 
$600,000 in allowances every year.

Ruto himself will get a salary of about 
$144,000 a year as well as all the trappings 
of the presidential office.

We, therefore urge William Ruto to 
strive to reposition Kenya with his 
administration having been the in the 
governance as vice president under 
Kenyatta for over a decade. It is of note that 
his long experience in governance should 
be a dependable platform for optimum 
performance that will be in tandem with 
global leadership Key Performance Indices 
(KPI).

Realising a new Kenya
with William Ruto?
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s a child growing up on 

AL a g o s  I s l a n d ,  I  
f r e q u e n t l y  w a l k e d  

through the Race Course to 
school. The premises of  the old 
House of  Representatives 
building was in that complex. 
Sitting outsize in a regal flowing 
gown was the huge bronze statue 
o f  Q u e e n  E l i z a b e t h  I I .  
Sculptured by Nigeria artist, Ben 
Chukwukadibia Enwonwu, it 
was commissioned in 1956 by the 
Queen during her visit to Nigeria. 
She was the Nigerian Head of  
State then because the country 
was a British colony.

I loved the sculpture, more so 
when hanging on the wall of  my 
home was a photograph of  my 
beautiful mother striking the 
same pose. However, a major 
contrast was that while the 
Queen was quite slim, my mother 
had some bulge, and I was told 
that I was the bundle of  joy 
growing in her.

Then a few years later, it was 
reported that the statue had to be 
removed because protesting 
students had tried to destroy what 
was  the  symbol  o f  neo-
c o l o n i a l i s m  a n d  B r i t i s h  
interference in Nigerian politics. 
The statue, which was conceived 
as a symbol of  British-Nigerian 
friendship, later found a home in 
the Museum in Lagos, where 
such relics are housed.

Under colonialism, it was a 
crime to insult the British crown. 
You can therefore imagine the 
courage of  a Nigerian youth, Raji 
Abdallah, who on being hauled 
before the colonial courts in 1948 
for treason, famously told the 
judge: “I hate the crown of  
Britain with all my heart because 
to me and my countrymen, it is a 
symbol of  oppression, a symbol 
of  persecution, and in short, a 
material  manifestation of  
iniquity.”

There were many cases of  
brutish acts by the British 
colonialists in Nigeria, which 
s u p p o r t e d  A b d a l l a h ' s  
characterisation of  the British 
Crown. In 1929 when unarmed 
women in Eastern Nigeria 
protested against the imposition 
of  taxes on them, the British 
army attacked them, killing 55 
women and injuring 50. On 18 
November, 1949 when striking 
workers in the Iva Valley Mines 
in Enugu refused to assist the 
management  to  evacua te  
explosives,  armed Bri t ish 
policemen opened fire on the 
unarmed workers.  Within 
minutes, 21 Nigerian workers 
were shot dead, with 51 injured.

This image of  the iniquity of  
t h e  B r i t i s h  C r o w n  a l s o  
manifested to Kenyans, whose 

lush lands the British wanted to 
convert to their permanent 
settlement. On 6 February, 1952, 
while on holidays in Kenya, 
Princess Elizabeth's father, King 
George VI, died and she was 
immediately named Queen. That 
same year, the Kenyans began 
their campaign for independence. 
In the eight-year insurgency, 32 
white settlers and about 200 
British soldiers, policemen and 
auxiliaries were killed, while in 
the name of  Queen Elizabeth II, 
the British killed an estimated 
20,000 Kenyans. Officially, 1,090 
Kenyans, including their leader, 
Dedan Kimathi, were hanged, 
and entire Kenyan villages were 
detained en masse in Nazi-style 
concentration camps.

There have been mixed 
reactions following the 8 
September passing of  Queen 
Elizabeth II. Some mourn her 
death, while others snigger at her, 
allegedly for being the greatest 
receiver of  stolen goods in world 
history. This is quite uncharitable 
because unlike Queen Elizabeth 
I, who invested in the dubious but 
quite lucrative business of  piracy 
and even knighted her leading 
pirate, Francis Drake, Elizabeth 
II is not known to have  taken part 
in any direct criminality. Her guilt 
stems from the fact that she was 
Queen of  England, the nation 
that conquered and annexed 
Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland, and invaded, occupied or 
fought 90% of  the countries that 
today make up the United 
Nations; that is 171 of  the 193 
countries in the UN. In the 
process, it looted countries 
around the world, stealing, 
amongst other treasures, human 

beings, land, crowns, gold, 
diamonds and artifacts. One of  
the crowns that Queen Elizabeth 
II held on to is the Kohinoor 
Crown  with 2,800 diamonds, 
which contains the 105 carat 
Kohinoor diamond stolen by 
Britain in the mid-19th Century 
from the Mughal Peacock throne 
in Delhi, India. This is the crown 
Queen Camilla is billed to wear at 
Charles III's coronation.

Britain, under her, was quite 
wealthy; in terms of  gold alone, it 
held about 400,000 bars worth 
over £200 billion. But a lot of  that 
wealth was stolen. For instance, 
between 1705 and 1938, Britain 
stole over £45 trillion from India 
alone. But that was not under the 
reign of  Iya Charlie, as many 
Nigerians called the Queen; she 
was just the inheritor.

After the 26 May, 1908 
discovery of  oil in Iran, Britain 
cornered virtually the whole oil 
wealth until the Iranians revolted. 
The British government, which in 
1914 formally took control of  the 
Iranian oil, decided that only 
16% of  the oil wealth would go to 
Iran. Despite this level of  
insatiable greed, it was Britain 
alone that calculated how much 
wealth the Iranian oil generated, 
then decided how much of  it was 
paid as tax to itself, before 
purporting to pay the 16%.  

In protest, Iran decided on 2 
May, 1952 to nationalise its oil. 
This did not go down well with 
Britain which, with  the United 
States on 19 August, 1953, 
o v e r t h r e w  t h e  I r a n i a n  
government led by Mohammed 
Mussadeq and imposed Shah 
Reza Pavlavi as the dictator of  the 
country. This was in the sixth 

month of  Elizabeth II's reign as 
Queen. Iranians were not to 
regain control of  their oil wealth 
until 1979 when it staged its 
revolution.

There is a trite saying: 
“Uneasy lies the head that wears 
a crown”. This may be true of  the 
Queen, as she tried to balance 
crown and family; it appears the 
latter suffered. Despite her best 
efforts and interventions, three of  
her four children were enmeshed 
in endless scandals, especially 
marital ones. It told of  her 
judgment of  character because 
under the Royal Marriages Act 
1772, she had to consent to the 
marriages of  her children and 
lineage.

Her only daughter, Princess 
Anne, like many young people, 
had various relationships before 
marrying Captain Mark Phillips 
on 14 November, 1973. They had 
two children, Peter and Zara 
Philips, before they divorced in 
1992. On 12 December, that 
same year, she married her 
current husband, Sir Timothy 
Laurence.

Part of  the complication is 
that Princess Anne dated Andrew 
Parker Bowles in 1970, but the 
problem was that he was a 
Catholic, so technically the 
Queen would not approve their 
marriage. On 4 July, 1973, 
B ow l e s  m a r r i e d  C a m i l l a  
Rosemary Shand. They had Tom 
and Laura Bowles.

Prince Charles dated Lady 
Sarah Elizabeth Spencer but they 
could not be allowed to marry, 
some say it was because she was 
not a virgin. So, Sarah Spencer 
introduced her younger sister, 
Diana to Charles. They met 

thirteen times before their clearly, 
pre-arranged marriage on 29 July, 
1981.

Despite both being married, 
Prince Charles and Mrs Camilla 
Parker Bowles began dating in 
1986. Camilla was actually 
Diana's ninth cousin. This 
infidelity led to complications in 
the marriages, with Camilla 
divorcing Bowles in 1995 and 
Charles divorcing Diana in 1996, 
a year before she was killed in a 
car crash.  

Queen Elizabeth, who 
ordered the Charles-Diana 
divorce, would not accept 
Camilla, a divorcee, as her new 
daughter in-law, more so as she 
would be in line to be Queen. 
Eventually, she bowed to pressure 
and Charles married Camilla in 
2005.

P e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  
complicated of  all is Prince 
Andrew, the Queen's third child 
who was married to the feisty 
Sarah Margaret Ferguson, better 
known as Fergie. They got 
married on 19 March, 1986, had 
two daughters,  Princesses 
Beatrice and Eugenie, and after 
some scandals, divorced in 1996, 
but still live together.

P r i n c e  A n d r e w  w a s  
implicated in an international 
paedophile scandal for which he 
paid a financial settlement to 
Virginia Giuffre, whom he had 
sexual relations with when she 
was 17.

Queen Elizabeth II has 
played her role and will be laid to 
rest on Monday, 19 September. It 
is left for King Charles III to play 
his role. Whatever the case, the 
sun will continue to set on the 
English monarchy.

Elizabeth II to Charles III:
The sun continues setting on England

By Owei Lakemfa
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mo State govt through IOCDA continues the 
clearing of  shanties at 

Amakohia flyover and other 
areas of  Owerri.

N o t  r e l e n t i n g  i n  i t s  
commitment to reclaim the 
streets of  Owerri Capital 
Territory from Shanties, the 
Imo State Government through 
its Development Control 

ith a gladdened 

Wheart, I Engr. 
F r a n c i s 

Chukwu the  SA/GM, 
OCDA on behalf  of  the 
Management and Staff  of  
t h e  A g e n c y  w a r m l y 
felicitate with the Executive 
Governor of  Imo State His 
Excellency Distinguished 
Senator Hope Uzodimma 
as we collectively welcome 
t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d 
Commander- in-Chief  of  
the Armed Forces His 
Excellency Muhammadu 
Buhari to Eastern heartland 
o n  t h e  e p o c h - m a k i n g 
occasion of  His 2nd official 
visit to Imo State.

Expediently, I commend 
our indefatigable Governor 
His Excellency Senator 
H o p e  U z o d i m m a  f o r 
remaining focused and 

the strategic parts of  the State 
Capital.

He stressed that the clearing 
activity will continue until the 
length and breadth of  Owerri 
and its environs are reclaimed 
from the operators of  Shanties 
and sanity is fully restored in 
the capital city in line with what 
is obtainable in notable cities 
across the globe. It will be 

A g e n c y - O we r r i  C a p i t a l  
D eve l o p m e n t  Au t h o r i t y  
(OCDA) on Monday continued 
the clearing of  Shanties at the 
Amakaohia Flyover, Or ji 
Flyover and IMSU Junction 
areas of  Owerri the State 
Capital.

Superintending the clearing 
activity in the rain as carried out 
by the Operational Team of  the 

relentless in bequeathing 
legacy projects in our State 
a m i d s t  t h e  d a u n t i n g 
challenges. Obviously, the 
determination of  Governor 
Uzodimma to address the 
most challenging of  all the 
infrastructural projects in 
Imo Sta te  has  indeed 
attracted the number one 
citizen of  the Nation to Imo 
State for the second time 
within a period of  just one 
year which remains very 
significant, symbolic and 
indeed historic  in the 
trajectory of  our dear state.

It is my prayer that this 
A u g u s t  v i s i t  o f  M r. 
President will be most 
successful and also yield 
m o r e  d i v i d e n d s  o f  
democracy for our State 
going forward to the Glory 
of  God's name AMEN.

recalled that one of  the initial 
steps  taken by the Engr. 
Francis Chukwu's OCDA 
leadership when it came on 
board ending of  last year was to 
embark on an Owerri Capital 
C i t y  w i d e  A w a r e n e s s  
Campaign tagged "Operation 
Reclaim the Streets of  Owerri 
C a p i t a l  Te r r i t o r y  f r o m  
Shanties."

Agency at the various areas, the 
S p e c i a l  A dv i s e r  t o  t h e  
G ove r n o r  a n d  G e n e r a l  
Manager of  Owerri Capital 
D eve l o p m e n t  Au t h o r i t y  
( O C DA )  E n g r.  F r a n c i s  
Chukwu disclosed that it was a 
follow-up of  the clearing action 
which the Agency launched 
months ago which has already 
been carried out in a number of  

OCDA GM, Engr. Francis Chukwu joins
Governor Uzodimma and Imolites to
welcome Mr. President

Imo State govt through OCDA continues the clearing
of shanties at Amakohia flyover and other areas of Owerri
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Advertorial

Dr. Chidozie
Nwankwo

Happy birthday to a great 
man, many more blissful 

years to you. May the Lord 
continue to bless you with 

great achievements.

Once again happy birthday! 

Signed:
Chimankpam Henry Okehie

CEO, Henry Chima Roof Construction Company
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Buhari fulfils one-day working visit to Imo 

P
resident Muhammadu 
Buhari’s on Tuesday 
made the scheduled 

one day official visit to 
commission projects in Imo 
State.

However, the day wit-
nessed a low turnout of  res-
idents as they stayed indoors 
following a threatening dec-
laration of  a sit-at-home by 
the Indigenous People of  
Biafra (IPOB), in the South-
East, as solidarity for its 
leader, Mazi Nnamdi Kanu, 
who appeared before a Ap-
peal Court sitting in Abuja.

The President was re-
ceived by the state governor, 

Hope Uzodinma, and other 
members of  his cabinet at 
the Sam Mbakwe Cargo Air-
port.

From the previous day, 
Military helicopters were 
seen flying over the sky 
conducting inspection with-
in and outside Owerri, the 
State capital, probably to en-
sure the President’s visit was 
peaceful.

Although Monday’s usual 
sit-at-home has been rescind-
ing gradually, yet many resi-
dents observed the   Tuesday 
sit-at-home order.

It was observed that soci-
oeconomic activities were at 

the lowest ebb, commercial 
and private vehicles plied the 
streets very scantly, shops 
locked, even as the police 
and soldiers were seen in 
strategic locations in Ower-
ri, especially the areas where 
the commissioning of  pro-
jects in the state will take 
place.

The President was in the 
state to commission what 
the Imo State government 
tagged ‘Signature Projects’ 
which includes Okigwe and 
Orlu roads as well as the re-
habilitated House of  Assem-
bly Complex in Owerri con-
structed by Governor Hope 

Uzodimma. 
Pockets of  people were 

also seen at the points were 
the commissioning would 
hold but did potray usual 
coloration and fanfare that 
characterize such visits in 
the past.

However, despite appeals 
by Uzodinma that residents 
of  the state should come 
out enmasse to welcome the 
President, our correspondent 
reports that the citizens rath-
er obeyed the IPOB direc-
tives and stayed indoors.

Our reporter noted that 
most of  the busiest parts of  
Owerri, the state capital have 
been deserted as residents 
have elected to obey the sit-
at-home order out of  fear 
of  what the IPOB members 
could do to them, especially 
given the activities of  ‘un-
known gunmen’ of  late.

It could be recalled, IPOB’s 
spokesperson, Emma Pow-
erful, had, in a statement, 
during the weekend, ordered 
that banks, schools, markets, 
shops should remain closed, 
while civil servants and oth-
er workers remain indoors as 
the court hearing lasted.

He had said the sit-at- 
home was in solidarity with 
the leader of  the group.

As a result, businesses and 
several other activities did 
not open in the South-East. 
In Imo State, despite the 

presidential visit, the state 
was grounded.

It was also gathered that 
economic activities were on 
also grounded in the other 
South-East region of  Enugu, 
Abia, Ebonyi and Anam-
bra states following a sit-at-
home

The Biafra agitators had 
called for the sit-at-home in 
commemoration of  their 
leader, Nnamdi Kanu’s ap-
peal hearing at the Federal 
High Court in Abuja.

First Phase of the Owerri-Okigwe road completed.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Mike Ovat Awka

A
nambra State has 
recorded partial 
compliance to the 

sit-at-home order by the In-
digenous People of  Biafra 
(IPOB), in major parts of  
the state. News Echo had 
earlier reported that the 
IPOB, has declared a sit-at-
home across the Southeast 
on Tuesday, September 13, 
2022. 

The group tagged the sit-
at-home, a day of  civil ac-
tion across the Southeast. 
The group declared the 
order ahead of  the Appeal 
Court hearing of  its leader, 
Nnamdi Kanu, and Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari’s 
planned visit to the South-
east. A statement by IPOB’s 
spokesman, Emma Pow-
erful, said the sit-at-home 
would be a total lockdown 
of  the Southeast.

IPOB explained that it was 
implementing the existing 
sit-at-home order regarding 
Kanu’s court appearance.

News Echo Correspond-
ents who monitored that 
situation gathered that there 
were vehicular movements 
in some major cities like 
Awka, Onitsha and Nnewi 
the State, on Tuesday. The 
popular Eke-Awka market 
was opened with traders 
their carrying out business 
activities. Hawkers were 

not left put as they continue 
make sales from one stop or 
the other. Shops attached to 
residential buildings along 
the Azikiwa road were seen 
open fully for business trans-
actions.

However, financial insti-
tution such as banks, and 
filling stations were closed 
down for fear of  the un-
known. Ihuoma Okuke, a 
trader at the market noted 
that the sit at home order 
has crippled most of  the 
activities in the state. “Busi-
ness is dull because of  the 
holiday today, I cannot even 
go to the bank for deposits. 
So I want the government to 
help is stop the situation”. 

Our Correspondent who 
equally monitored the envi-
ronment in the commercial 
city of  Onitsha reports that 
some streets were desert-
ed. Like the popular Awka 
road, Uguata road, Upper 
New market and Old road 
Nkpor. 

Meanwhile, some of  the 
residents who spoke to 
News Echo expressed sad-
ness that the Tuesday sit at 
home was because of  Pres-
ident Mohammadu Buhari 
visitation to Commission 
road projects in Imo State.

For Chidi Okekeife, “I 
don’t see the reason why af-
ter spending a day on Mon-
day, we are again doing this 
on Tuesday. 

People are getting tired of  
it and want to resume their 
normal businesses. Anoth-
er resident, Chief  Uchenna 
Onwuli who spoke on the 
telephone, said “the situa-
tion is getting out of  hand, 
we Igbos have to come back 
to our sense and stop this 
madness.” 

A lot of  monies are lost, 
businesses stalled and even 
how to buy food are some-
times difficult. So it’s not 
helping matters at all.

Peter Obi replies Tinubu camp for calling him
a liar over assassination claim
P

eter Obi has respond-
ed to allegations made 
by the Bola Tinubu 

Presidential Candidate Or-
ganization that he misled 
the public ahead of  the 2023 
elections.

The Labour Party (LP) 
presidential candidate was 
accused of  employing a 
“United States Strategy” 
and disseminating a “offen-
sive and hate-filled video.”

Obi said in the viral vid-
eo that Tinubu’s supporters 
were spreading a WhatsApp 
message urging Yoruba not 
to vote for him.

The text warned that vot-
ing for the former Anambra 
governor meant voting for 
seaports in the country’s 
south and southeast.

 “The Igbos will stop com-

ing to Lagos State to invest, 
rather they will go to Delta 
and Rivers states. They may 
even stop building houses in 
Lagos”, it added.

Festus Keyamo, Tinubu’s 
campaign spokesperson, 
stated that groups support-
ing the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) flagbearer 
have clear designations and 
well-known promoters.

The Minister of  State 
(Labour) challenged Obi on 
Monday to reveal the source 
and name(s) behind the 
Whatsapp broadcast.

Keyamo claimed that the 
former bank CEO made up 
the information and distrib-
uted the video as part of  a 
campaign strategy to por-
tray himself  as a victim of  
an ethnic agenda.

According to him, Obi 
suddenly realized that Ni-
gerians “are beginning to 
burst his bubbles because 
his messages are devoid of  
ideas, depth, and clear-cut 
solutions to our challenges.”

The Senior Advocate of  
Nigeria (SAN) insists Obi’s 
comments “are full of  false 
data and jargon in what is 
clearly a disingenuous ruse 
to distract a scrutiny of  his 
empty records as a Gover-
nor”.

The minister said among 
“the US Strategy” (just like 
the failed “Dubai Strategy” 
his former boss and him-
self  adopted in 2019)” was 
to return to Nigeria, spread 
ethnic hatred among voters 
and cause chaos.

Keyamo claimed that a 

plot was afoot by Obi “to 
fake an assassination at-
tempt and hire LP boys 
dressed in APC caps and 
T-shirts” to attack party of-
fices.

Tinubu’s team added that 
it was “part of  the US Plan, 
the first in a series of  incen-
diary actions planned by an 
“ill-prepared but desperate 
candidate”.

In reply, Obi’s media aide 
Emeka Obasi stressed that 
his principal isn’t the kind of  
person that will fake an as-
sassination attempt.

“Are they in any way try-
ing to carry out such an at-
tempt and seeking to blame 
Obi for it? The public de-
serves to know and that’s 
why we should put it up in 
the press.

...Traders lament, says ‘we are tired of staying at home’

Read
& 

Advertise
 in

News Echo

… Residents comply with IPOB sit-at-home order
… Security agencies worked at optimum capacity 

President Buhari
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D
etained former 
Deputy Senate 
President, Sena-

tor Ike Ekweremadu, has 
asked the Federal High 
Court in Abuja to dismiss 
the suit by the alleged or-
gan harvesting victim, Da-
vid Ukpo, seeking to stop 
the release of  his bio-data 
to a London court. Ekw-
eremadu said, in a counter 
affidavit against the suit, 
that Ukpo has no basis to 
entertain any fear in re-
leasing his visa application 
information and his bank 
account opening package 
except if  he had lied about 
his real age.

In the counter affida-
vit deposed to by Bright 
Ekweremadu, immediate 
younger brother of  the de-
tained senator in London, 
Ekweremadu denied the al-
legations that he demanded 
Ukpo’s bio-data. Rather, 
the deponent averred that 
what the Federal High 
Court ordered to be re-
leased to the London court 
was Ukpo’s bank account 
opening package and the 
information supplied in his 
visa application request.

At any rate, Ekweremadu 
revealed that based on the 
court’s July 1, 2022, order, 
the required documents 
have since been transmitted 
to two different courts in 
the United Kingdom.

The senator averred that 

Ekweremadu asks Court to dismiss alleged organ
harvesting victim’s suit on bio-data release

it was too late in the day for 
Ukpo to seek reversal of  a 
valid order that had been 
executed to determine his 
real age only. He, therefore, 
prayed the court to dismiss 
the suit for being frivolous, 
abuse of  court and lacking 
merit, having been overtak-
en by event.

At Tuesday’s proceed-
ings, Ukpo’s lawyer, Mr 
Ojonugwa Oguche, prayed 
the court to adjourn the 
matter for him to react to 
the counter affidavit. Ekw-
eremadu was represented 
by s Senior Advocate of  
Nigeria SAN, Mr Eyitayo 
Fatigun.

The request was granted, 
and the matter was fixed 
for September 20 for hear-
ing by Justice Inyang Edem 
Ekwo.

Ukpo, the victim of  the 
alleged organ harvesting 
scandal involving Ekwer-
emadu and his wife, Be-
atrice, had on August 30 
asked the court to set aside 
its July 1 order for the re-
lease of  his bio-data for use 
in a London court in Ekw-
eremadu’s trial.

Ukpo, had while faulting 
proceedings of  the court 
that led to the issuance of  
the order claimed that his 
fundamental rights to a 
fair hearing and personal 
privacy had been grossly 
breached.

His grouse was that nei-

President Muhammadu in company of Governor Hope Uzodimma commissions IMO State House of Assembly Complex.

By Ikenna Orioha

A
ll Progressives Con-
gress (APC) Deputy 
Governorship candi-

date in the 2023 election in 
Enugu State, George Ogara, 
says APC will take over the 
state in order to quash the 
ugly narrative of  governance 
therein. 

Ogara said this is necessary 
because the people of  Enugu 
State are in dire need of  good 
governance that will usher in 
social amenities such as con-
stant electricity supply, port-
able water, quality and af-
fordable healthcare delivery, 
good road network, good 
market environment includ-
ing employment through 
commerce and industry and 
agriculture for even develop-
ment, peace, calmness, secu-
rity and joy. 

He disclosed this while an-
swering questions from jour-
nalists at a function in Ower-

ri last week. He observed that 
APC will replicate Imo State 
in terms of  infrastructural 
development. “Enugu is an 
APC state. We are going to 
take over Enugu come May 
29, 2023. In the election we 
are going to run PDP which 
is not performing well out of  
Enugu State. 

We are tired of  the cabals 
holding down the state. The 
people need positive change 
and the only alternative plat-
form that can deliver good 
governance to the people 
is APC”, the Deputy Gov-
ernorship candidate main-
tained.

Ogara who appealed to 
Enugu electorate to consider 
the APC contestants in the 
forthcoming poll as people 
who have all it takes to en-
hance good governance in 
the state in line with demo-
cratic tenets, promised that 
when elected they will not 
fail the people.

Farmers group makes case for irrigation in Ebonyi
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

A 
group of  Farmers un-
der the aegis of  Apex 
Rice Value Chain 

Group has called on the State 
Government to invest in ir-
rigation farming to boost all 
year round food production 
in the state. 

The Farmers made the call 
during a courtesy visit to the 
Special Assistant to Gover-
nor David Umahi on Media 
and Strategy, Chooks Oko in 
his Office, old Government 
House, Abakaliki. The Lead-
er of  the Group, Chief  Au-
gustine Njoku, said assistance 
from Government in the form 
of  farm inputs, machinery 
and soft loan facilities would 
enable the farmers embark 
on commercial Agriculture, 
adding that irrigation would 
further enhance their volume 
of  production for export and 
local consumption. 

“The reason we are not 
mainly producing in the dry 
season is because of  irriga-
tion.  “Even if  in a pilot farm, 
let us start irrigation, irriga-
tion is very important. “With 

irrigation, we can even farm 
rice three times a year.”

Njoku further appealed to 
the State Government to in-
crease farm space in the State 
by making more land availa-
ble for Agricultural purposes.

According to him, there are 
so many lands lying fallow in 
the State which needed to be 
developed and made condu-
cive for Agriculture for food 
sufficiency.

Chief  Njoku solicited the 
inclusion of  genuine rural 
farmers in government’s 
empowerment programmes 
to enable them scale up the 
business of  food production 
for the State in particular and 
Country in general, stressing 
that Ebonyi has acquired 
fame as one of  the largest 
producers of  rice in the coun-
try.  

“If  there is any how you 
will include us in any empow-
erment; in any Skill develop-
ment training, we would like 
it because we have formed a 
formidable group that is un-
der one umbrella that when 
you call, all of  us can come 
together.”

“Now is not the time to 

use cutlasses and hoes. If  we 
have these small mechanized 
implements, we would use 
them to farm and produce 
much food for the State. “If  
we can have at least one thou-
sand hectares in all the Local 
Government Areas, it will be 
good.” 

Responding, the Special 
Assistant to the Governor on 
Media and Strategy, Chooks 
Oko thanked the Group for 
coming and pledged that the 
State Government was ever 
ready to partner them in any 
way possible to beef  up food 
production in the state. 

Oko informed the visitors 
that the State Government, 
in its efforts at boosting food 
production in the State has 
powered intensive two weeks 
training of  the newly sworn-
in Local Government Area 
Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen, 
Local Government Advisory 
Council members and Ward 
Councillors on food produc-
tion in Abuja.

He expressed hope that by 
the time the trainees return, 
they would embark on ag-
gressive food production in 
the State. “His Excellency 

ther he nor the Attorney 
General of  the Federation, 
AGF, as Chief  Law Of-
ficer of  the Federation, was 
made a party in the suit.

The application for the 
release of  the bank account 
opening package was ar-
gued by Chief  Adegboyega 
Awomolo SAN and was 
granted by Justice Inyang 
Edem Ekwo, prompting 
the Attorney General of  
the Federation AGF to 

transmit the records to the 
London court in compli-
ance with the order of  the 
Nigerian court.

Meanwhile, Sonia, the 
daughter of  former Deputy 
Senate President, Ike Ekw-
eremadu, has begged mem-
bers of  the public to donate 
kidney to her.

The young woman, 
whose parents are current-
ly facing charges of  organ 
harvesting in the United 
Kingdom, took to her Ins-
tagram page on Monday to 
make the plea.

She said, “I, Sonia Ekw-
eremadu, hereby appeal to 
the general public to come 
to my aid and save my life.

“I dropped out of  my 
postgraduate studies at the 
University of  Newcastle in 
2019 when I was diagnosed 
with a rare kidney disease, 
FSGS Nephrotic Syndome. 
My family has battled to 
save my life and has taken 
me to various hospital but 
the illness persisted and 
kept degenerating. I’m alive 
today by the special grace 
of  God. I am presently in 

London, UK, receiving five 
hours of  dialysis 3-4 times 
a week. This is at the ex-
pense of  my family as I am 
not qualified for NHS due 
to m immigration status.

“The charges being faced 
by my parents in London 
presently are directly con-
nected to my illness and 
have complicated matters 
for me and my family.

“In the circumstance 
above, I am appealing to 
anybody whom it may 
please to asset e willingly 
with a kidney donation in 
the name of  God.”

incidentally is a lover of  Ag-
riculture, not just by word of  
mouth.

“Currently, all Chair-
men, all Vice-Chairmen, all 
ex-Chairmen, all Local Gov-
ernment Advisory Council 
members, all Councillors and 
some members of  the Execu-
tive Council are in very practi-
cal Agricultural training in an 
integrated farming Institution 
in Abuja as we speak.

“His Excellency under-
stands that Nigeria is head-
ing to a state where even the 
oil we have will not be use-
ful across the world; where 
everybody will need to pro-
duce something.

 “Agriculture remains one 
of  his priority areas, and 
he is making sure he does 
everything possible to ensure 
it yields a better fruit for Eb-
onyians.” Ebonyi is reckoned 
as one of  the top three States 
in terms of  Agriculture. “His 
Excellency intends before he 
leaves office to make sure we 
are number one and number 
one by far, not just by word 
of  mouth but by concrete evi-
dence,” he stated.

…Daughter begs for Kidney donor
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News Analysis

h e  F e d e r a l  TG o v e r n m e n t  o n  
S a t u r d a y  1 0 t h  

September, 2022 flagged off  
the digitized Payment of  
Conditional Cash Transfer to 
their beneficiaries in Imo State. 

 Performing the flag off  
ceremony at the concord 
hotels in Owerri, the Minister 
for Humanitarian Affairs, 
Disaster Management and 
Social Development, Hajiya 
Sadiya Umar Farouq recalled 
that the Buhari administration 
initiated the Conditional Cash 
Transfer programme as part of  
the National Social Investment 
P r o g r a m m e  t h r o u g h  
p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  S t a t e  
Government to lend a hand to 
p o o r  a n d  v u l n e r a b l e  
household. 

 In her speech, she stated 
that over the years payment of  
beneficiary's stipends has been 
on table cash payment in 
which the beneficiaries are 
ga thered  a t  des igna ted  
payment centers across the 
Local Government Areas. 
This she said involves the 
movement of  huge amount of  
money from one point to 

another. This method has 
worked for some years, with 
lots of  challenges, ranging 
f r o m  a t t a c k s  o n  b o t h  
beneficiaries and staff  of  the 
programme to the high risk of  
loss of  life and money on 
transit. 

Haj iya  Sadiya  Umar  
Farouq noted that the vision 
for this great change is to help 
the beneficiaries of  this 
wonderful programme to meet 
up with the challenges of  
development in the present age 
of  cashless society, so as to 
place them on the same page 
with all persons in the society. 

Secondly she also informed 
the beneficiaries that digitized 
payment system will give them 
total control over their stipend, 
meaning that they are now in 
the position to decide how 
much money they  wi l l  
withdraw at a particular time 
to meet with their immediate 
demands.

Imo State Governor, Dist. 
Sen Hope Uzodimma in his 
response appreciated the 
presidency for the impact of  
the Ministry on the lives of  
impoverished masses whose 

c o n d i t i o n s  h a s  f u r t h e r  
worsened by insecur i ty  
challenges in the state.

The governor pledged total 
support for the programme 
even as he made case for 
inclusion of  more beneficiaries 
from the state into the 
programme.

A d d r e s s i n g  t h e  
beneficiaries, the National 
Programme Coordinator,  
Hajiya Halima Shehu, stated 
that about twenty nine 
thousand three hundred and 
forty six beneficiaries from 
Imo State has been captured 
for this cycled of  payment. 

She  commended  the  
beneficiaries for their patient in 
the course of  this transition in 
the method of  payment and   
informed them that this 
payment will cover arrears of  
ten months. She however 
encouraged the beneficiaries to 
ensure that the make use of  
their stipends in line with the 
objectives of  the programme 
with emphasis on their 
livelihood savings and group 
mobilization. 

Hajiya Halima Shehu 
advised the beneficiaries to 

guard both their ATM cards 
and PIN jealously to avoid 
unnecessary loss of  money 
and withdraw their money in 
bits as needs arise.  This is the 
essence of  the digitized 
payment.  She gave assurance 
that as soon as the digitized 
Cash transfer system is 
completed,  payment  of  
beneficiaries' stipends will 
become regular again.

Earlier in her welcome 
address,  the  Imo State    
c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  
H u m a n i t a r i a n  A f f a i r s ,  
P r i n c e s s  R a b i  I b r a h i m  
represented by her Permanent 
Secretary  Mrs. E. C Ekenze 
disclosed that the high level of  
implementation of  Cash 
Transfer in Imo State is due to 
the commitment and sagacity 
of  the Governor who ensured 
that all the twenty seven Local 
Government Areas in the state 
benefit from the programme, 
and also created a full-fledged 
Ministry of  Humanitarian 
Affairs, Disaster Management 
and Social Development to 
oversee the programme in the 
state.

The highlight of  the event 

was the facility tour of  
beneficiaries' exhibition of  
their livelihood product by the 
Hon Minis ter,  and the  
N a t i o n a l  P r o g r a m m e  
Coordinator, led by the 
Deputy Governor Prof. Placid 
Njoku in accompany of  Head 
of  Unit Imo State Cash 
Transfer Unit Mr. Joseph 
Odoemenam and the entire 
staff  of  SCTU.

Dignitaries at the events 
includes the State Governor 
and His wife, the deputy 
Governor, Members of  the 
National and State assembly, 
Permanent secretaries and 
representatives of  Non-
Governmental Organization.

Recall that the Conditional 
Cash Transfer Programme was 
c rea ted  by  the  f ede ra l  
government to directly support 
the most vulnerable by 
providing no-strings-attached 
cash to those in the lowest 
income group, helping to 
reduce poverty, improve 
n u t r i t i o n  a n d  s e l f -
sustainability, and supporting 
d e v e l o p m e n t  t h r o u g h  
increased consumption.

Uzodimma receives Farouq:
As FG flags off digitized payment
of Conditional Cash Transfer to
beneficiaries in Imo

Farouq Uzodimma Ibrahim
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ewage  management  in  

SNigeria remains one of  the 
intricate issues of  special 

concern due to its implications to 
human health and environment. 
The Chief  Executive Officer of  
CleanCourt Bio Technology, Mr 
Udegbunam Ohabiaraije Onyeka 
Emmanuel, a graduate of  Pure 
Chemistry from the University of  
Nigeria Nsukka, gives detailed 
information on how new Bio 
Digesters can bring lasting solution 
to the challenges facing sewage 
system and its conventional 
approaches to a more modern 
r e s e a r c h  b a s e d  s e r v i c e s .  
UCHENNA EZEADIGWE was 
present for News Echo.

Can you briefly inform the 
public  of  the new sewage 
management practice in vogue?

CleanCourt Bio Technology is 
the new way of  managing sewage. 
We all know the septic tank 
popularly known as the soaker pit, 
now we have discovered new way of  
managing our faeces rather than the 
conventional way of  inviting a 
tanker to evacuate the faces 
whenever your soaker pit is filled up. 

But these are raw materials that 
should be converted into other 
useful products. What CleanCourt 
does is that we build a new Bio - 
Digesters within your building 
structure and what this service does 
is to digest any faeces that goes into 
the chamber and takes it out as 
water, up to 90percent clean but not 
fit for drinking. We equally deal on 
Bio Gas, extracting the fumes that 
come out from the soaker pit by way 
of  anaerobic reaction without air. 
The fumes or methane gas are used 
as cooking gas, so they can be 
extracted from those chambers, and 
channelled into your kitchen. You 
simply use the gas generated from 
your soaker pit to cook and that's 
another good way of  conservation. 
So for, that is what we do or rather 
services we render in Clean Court 
Digesters Limited.

What informed your decision 
to embark in such an innovative 
setting?

Of course human life is saddled 
with problems especially disease 
related issues and we all try to find 
solution to our problems. I grew up 
with the old method of  watching big 
tank drivers soaking out faeces from 
our soaker pits each time it's filled up 
and starts smelling. Now, we also 
discovered that one of  the killing 
diseases is the air borne disease. 
Consciously or unconsciously we do 
not know the implications of  
keeping our environment clean 
especially our soaker pits. You see 
people spread edibles on top of  
soaker pits in the name to sun it.

Also, a lot of  us are digging 
boreholes which mostly are close to 
soaker pits. You see a 50 by 100 a 
Square meters compound, you have 
your borehole, sewage house, 
probably a little space for parking 
lot. Ordinarily the water from the 
septic tank is polluting the water in 
the borehole which is unfit for 
human consumption. But here, 
CleanCourt Bio Digesters as a 

modern technology has come to 
provide solution and a new way of  
managing sewage. Cleanliness is 
next to godliness, if  you live in a 
clean environment, you will be able 
to live well. When you say you're 
living healthy then you're living 
healthy, when you say you want 
good food then you have one as well. 
So the water is really fit for humans 
when processed with our Bio 
Digester's service. 

What are the advantages of 
making use of Clean Court?

There are many but will just 
mention a few. The new toilet 
system is made with a range of  
options allowing it to be installed 
anywhere,  even in dif f icult  
environments where it is impossible 
or unsafe to dig a pit. The toilet 
system greatly reduces the risk of  
contamination, environmental 
pollution or disease. Also, the toilet 
system is quick and easy to 
construct. One is that it occupies a 
smaller space. It needs a small place 
to build unlike the soaker pit that 
needs a larger space. Two, there is no 
evacuation cost becuase there is no 
tank and nothing to evacuate, 
everything that goes down there is 
being digested and takes out as clean 
water. Also, there is no odour, you 
can't smell any offensive odour 
wether inside the house or outside 
your environment. No Cockroach 
no flies no insects, then of  course no 
toilet diseases. This is the type of  
technology such as in airplanes, 
event centres where mobile toilet is 
present. It is new in Nigeria 
particularly in southeast, this 
company is one of  the companies 
that has brought the awareness 
currently.

Biogas is Eco-Friendly. Biogas 
is a renewable, as well as a clean, 
source of  energy. Gas generated 
through bio-digestion is renewable, 
as well as a clean, source of  energy. 
Gas generated through bio-
digestion is non-polluting; it 
actually reduces greenhouse 
emiss ions  ( i .e.  reduces  the  
greenhouse effect). No combustion 
takes place in the process, meaning 
there is zero emission of  greenhouse 
gasses into the atmosphere; 
therefore, using gas from waste as a 
form of  energy is a great way to 
combat global warming.

Unsurprisingly, concern for the 
environment is a major reason why 
the use of  biogas has become more 
w i d e s p r e a d .  B i o g a s  p l a n t s  
significantly curb the greenhouse 
effect: the plants lower methane 
emissions by capturing this harmful 
gas and using it as fuel. Biogas 
generation helps cut reliance on the 
use of  fossil fuels, such as oil and 
coal.

Another biogas advantage is 
that unlike other types of  renewable 
energies, the process to create the 
gas is natural, not requiring energy 
for the generation process. In 
addition, the raw materials used in 
the production of  biogas are 
renewable, as trees and crops will 
continue to grow. Manure, food 
scraps, and crop residue are raw 
materials that will always be 
available, which makes it a highly 

sustainable option.
Biogas Generation Reduces 

S o i l  a n d  Wa t e r  Po l l u t i o n .  
Overflowing landfills don't only 
spread foul smells- they also allow 
toxic  l iquids  to drain into 
underground water sources.

S u b s e q u e n t l y,  a n o t h e r  
advantage of  biogas is that biogas 
generation may improve water 
quality. Moreover, anaerobic 
digestion deactivates pathogens and 
parasites; thus, it's also quite 
effective in reducing the incidence 
of  waterborne diseases. Similarly, 
waste collection and management 
significantly improve in areas with 
biogas plants. This in turn, leads to 
improvements in the environment, 
sanitation, and hygiene.

Biogas Generation Produces 
Organic Fertilizer. The by-product 
of  the biogas generation process is 
enriched organic digestate, which is 
a perfect supplement to, or 
substitute for, chemical fertilizers. 
The fertilizer discharge from the 
digester can accelerate plant growth 
and resilience to diseases, whereas 
commercial fertilizers contain 
chemicals that have toxic effects and 
can cause food poisoning, among 
other things.

It's a simple and low-cost 
technology that encourages circular 
economy. The technology used to 
produce biogas is quite cheap. It is 
easy to set up and needs little 
investment when used on a small 
scale. Small bio-digesters can be 
used right at home, utilizing kitchen 
waste and animal manure. A 
household system pays for itself  
after a while and the materials used 
for generation are absolutely free. 
The gas produced can be used 
directly for cooking and generation 
of  electricity. This is what allows the 
cost of  biogas production to be 
relatively low.

It also provides a healthy 
cooking alternative for developing 
areas. Biogas generators save 
women and children from the 
daunt ing  ta sk  o f  f i r ewood 

collection. As a result, more time is 
left for cooking and cleaning. More 
importantly, cooking on a gas stove, 
instead of  over an open fire, prevents 
the family from being exposed to 
smoke in the kitchen. This helps 
prevent deadly respiratory diseases. 
Sadly, 4.3 million people a year die 
p remature ly  f rom i l lnes se s  
attributed to the household air 
pollution caused by the inefficient 
use of  solid fuels for cooking.

However, they are easy to 
install, require minimal effort to use 
and produce clean, renewable 
energy and fertilizer.  If  you're eager 
to  r educe  your  fos s i l  fue l  
dependency while safely and 
efficiently producing renewable 
energy for everyday use, find the 
HomeBiogas product that best fits 
your lifestyle.

Who are your target groups 
and how can these people benefit 
from Bio technology?

Any individual, groups or 
government building houses, hotels, 
schools, estates, shopping malls, and 
structure that have to do with toilet 
facility, you don't have to go back to 
the old way of  using sewage. You 
ought to be making use of  bio 
digesters. You don't have to go back 
to the old ways of  sewage 
management or disposal and we 
have to move with the new trend. 
Time will come when no will try 
and put in soaker pit in his house. 

As a new product in the 
market, how do you intend to 
break through knowing full well 
that it's a new technology?

 I am here already and what I 
am doing is one of  the ways of  
informing the public. I am not here 
to make money but to better the 
environment and of  course we also 
make profit out of our services. But 
as a company we render the best of  
our services. Breaking into the 
Nigerian market is something we 
have to do, because the benefits are 
enormous and so we have to let our 

people know of  it. 

Apart from the Bio sewage 
disposal, what other thing can you 
do with the new system?

We have been conducting 
research to invent new modern ways 
of  using these faeces for human use. 
There is also a lot of  things we can 
do with Bio system, you can also 
generate electricity just like we have 
the Bio Gas. So with time and 
research we can get there. Generate 
fumes that can be used for cooking 
and those faeces can be equally used 
as fertilizers for agriculture.

Where can one get the 
CleanCourt Bio technology 
service in Nigeria?

What we provide is service. 
Wherever you call us we are there. 
Of  course we have foreign products 
for already existing septic tanks or 
soaker pits. People who have this 
system they can always apply our 
product. It will reduce the level of  
faeces in the pit, reduce the odour 
and of  course seize infections. So I 
advise people especially school 
proprietors and government schools 
to acquire this product for effective 
use of  the water system.

What disadvantages does 
CleanCourt Bio Technology have 
as regards to human health and 
environment?

There are no disadvantages. 
The residue, what comes out from 
the pit can be equally used for 
agricultural purposes as manure. I 
advice those using it in homes, 
especially in hotels to be conscious 
because it will not digest plastics, so 
it is a way of  creating awareness 
about your environment.

You talked about the sewage 
being blocked by insoluble 
materials, what are the effects like?

These are non-degradable 
materials, when you go to dumping 
sites, the workers separate plastics 
from polythene. The plastics can be 
recycled .If  you put in a plastic or 
sanitary pad or condom and it 
blocks the Chamber then it affects 
the passage. Even if  you use our 
product, Organico it will only 
dissolve the faeces and not the 
materials. These materials are 
basically removed by handpicking 
by a plumber.

What message do you have for 
the general public who might want 
to patronize your business?

You grow with time or trend, 
unlike when the telephone came out 
people complained about what how 
expensive it is to afford one with a 
SIM card but today it is a common 
and virtually everybody is making 
use of  the phone. Now this is a new 
thing and this is something that will 
he lp  your  own heal th  and 
environment. There are so many 
diseases around, sickness, toilet 
infections and this services will 
reduce drastically the rate and also 
protect. However, we call on 
government to incorporate with us 
and provide a safer, cleaner and 
germ free environment.

Our modern way of sewage management
will bring long lasting solution – Ohabiarije

OhabiarijeOhabiarijeOhabiarije
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Division hits Igbo Elders Consultative Forum
after visit of its chairman to Shettima
A

bout two weeks 
after the visit of  a 
former governor of  

Anambra State, Dr. Chuk-
wuemeka Ezeife, to the 
All Progressives Congress 
vice-presidential candidate, 
Kashim Shettima, the Igbo 
Elders Consultative Forum 
which he chairs is seriously 
divided. Although the offi-
cial statement had claimed 

that it was a courtesy visit, 
sources said it had thrown 
the IECF into controversies 
as members who had been 
champions of  the Igbo pres-
idency and supported the 
presidential candidate of  the 
Labour Party, Peter Obi, re-
mained divided. 

The division among the 
members of  the organisation 
was fuelled by the cancella-

T
he Independent Na-
tional Electoral Com-
mission (INEC), yester-

day, delisted 1,126,359 fresh 
registrants because their regis-
tration processes were invalid.

INEC said the registrants 
involved were those that reg-
istered between June 28, 2021 
and January 14, 2022.

The commission said it was 
the duty of  the federal gov-
ernment to bear core costs of  
Nigeria’s electoral activities, 
including the acquisition of  
sensitive and non-sensitive 
materials for all elections.

It disclosed that the collec-
tion of  voters’ cards would 
commence end of  October 
through early November.

INEC explained that the in-
validation of  the registrations 
and their subsequent delisting 
were as a result of  the appli-
cation of  the Automated Bi-
ometric Identification System 
(ABIS) used in the clean-up of  
the voter register.

The commission said the 
delisted registrants were part 
of  several double, multiple, 
and ineligible registrants that 
were detected. It added that 
they included entries that 
failed to meet requirements.

In a statement by the Na-
tional Commissioner in 
charge of  Information and 
Chairman Voter Education, 
Festus Okoye, INEC said, 
“The commission informed 
Nigerians that out of  the 
2,523,458 (two million, five 
hundred and twenty-three 
thousand, four hundred and 
fifty-eight) fresh registrants 
that registered between 28th 
June 2021 and 14th January 
2022, 1,126,359 (One million, 
one hundred and twenty-six 
thousand, three hundred and 
fifty-nine) records were found 
to be invalid and consequently 
delisted.”

The statement said Nigeri-
ans were aware that the clean-
up of  the register of  voters, 
using the ABIS was on-going 
since the suspension of  the 
Continuous Voter Registra-
tion (CVR) on July 31, 2022. 
It said and the ABIS, for the 
period – January 15 to July 31, 
2022 – was almost completed.

It further said several dou-

ble, multiple and ineligible reg-
istrants had been detected and 
invalidated, including entries 
that failed to meet the commis-
sion’s business rules.

INEC explained that it took 
the responsibility seriously, be-
cause a credible register was at 
the heart of  electoral integrity.

It stated, “As soon as the 
process is concluded, the com-
mission will provide the public 
with full information as usual. 
Thereafter, valid registrants 
will be added to the existing 
national register of  voters be-
fore publishing same nation-
wide for scrutiny, claims and 
objections by citizens as re-
quired by section 19 (1) of  the 
Electoral Act 2022.”

The commission assured 
Nigerians that a thorough pro-
cess was being undertaken to 
clean up the registration data, 
reiterating that card collection 
would start soon.

Similarly, INEC appreciated 
the support of  international 
development partners in en-
hancing training and capacity 
building of  officials, stake-
holder engagement for peace-
ful election, production and 
dissemination of  messages for 
voter education, and sensitisa-
tion. It also appreciated such 
support in the areas of  enhanc-
ing the active and meaningful 
participation of  all segments 
of  society in the electoral pro-
cess, with particular reference 
to women, youth, Persons 
with Disability (PWD), and 
Internally Displaced Persons 
(IDPs), and election conflict 
mitigation, management, and 
resolution.

INEC chairman Mahmood 
Yakubu stated these at the 
close of  Phase I and launch 
of  Phase II of  the European 
Union Support to Demo-
cratic Governance in Nigeria 
(the EU-SDGN) programme. 
Yakubu said the closure of  
the Phase I and simultane-
ous launch of  Phase II of  the 
EU-SDGN programme was 
a further affirmation of  the 
enduring commitment and 
support of  the European Un-
ion towards strengthening 
democratic institutions and the 
consolidation of  democracy in 
Nigeria.

Bene�ciaries of NDE programme in Anambra State.

tion of  two press confer-
ences earlier scheduled for 
1 pm on Tuesday, June 14 
and Friday, June 24 2022 at 
Ezeife’s residence in Asoko-
ro at the last minute, while 
no explanation was given. 
Since that time, the IECF 
had maintained a deafen-
ing silence, thereby fuelling 
more speculation that politi-
cians may have infiltrated its 

members. A dazed member 
of  IECF who does not want 
to be mentioned confirmed 
the division but was not sure 
if  it was allegedly sponsored 
by the All Progressives Con-
gress. He said, “I’m not sure 
I know what is going on 
among Igbo Elders. 

The only thing is that after 
those two aborted press con-
ferences and even meetings, 
we decided to concentrate 
elsewhere and watch. 

There are people who 
came to hijack the place for 
the purpose of  making mon-
ey. “We don’t know whether 
they’re being sponsored by 
the APC.

 We think he (Ezeife) was 
told that it wasn’t good. At 

that time, Igbo Elders were 
very vocal and they tried to 
divide us. We didn’t allow 
that to bother us because 
we know where we were go-
ing and doing underground 
work. 

“But I think we have come 
back to our senses, we have 
come back from our mad-
ness. Those people actually 
failed, they collapsed. The 
APC wanted to neutralise 
us, but that one is now over.” 
When contacted on the divi-
sion among Igbo elders and 
whether it was not a threat to 
Obi’s ambition, the Spokes-
person of  Peter Obi Support 
Network, Onwuasoanya 
Jones, said Obi’s Movement 
was a national agenda. 

According to him, Ezeife 
is an elder statesman and 
can decide to visit whoever 
he wishes to visit. He said, 
“Obi’s presidential project 
is not an Igbo agenda. His 
is a Nigerian project and we 
accede to the rights of  every 
Nigerian to decide whom to 
support and whom to vote 
for. 

We believe that if  compe-
tence, character and credibil-
ity are the deciding factors, 
Obi towers well above every 
other candidate in this race 
“Ezeife is an elder states-
man and former governor. 
We cannot decide for him 
whom to visit or not. It is 
absolutely within his right to 
visit Shettima or any other 
person for that matter.”

Amaechi has failed woefully,
can’t enter Aso Rock anymore
– Wike 

R
ivers State 
Governor, Nyesom 
Wike, rebuked 

his predecessor, Rotimi 
Amaechi, on Monday, when 
he described the former 
Minister of  Transportation 
as a “total failure” who no 
longer has access to Aso 
Villa in Abuja.

 “This should be the last 
time that you (Amaechi) 
will talk about this state 
because you are a total 
failure as far as this state is 
concerned. A total failure. 
Even what is supposed to 
come to us, you blocked it 
but we didn’t bother.

 “You think you will not 
finish as a minister, you 
have left. I hear he can’t even 
enter Villa now. All those 
periods you intimidated 

police people, and army 
people are over. You use to 
tell them, ‘The President 
is angry with you’. Now, 
go and tell them,” Wike 
said as he commissioned a 
remodelled former RivBank 
Building in Port Harcourt, 
the state capital.

Wike and Amaechi have 
been at loggerheads for 
years whilst they strive to 
enthrone their respective 
political parties in the state.

Amaechi was Rivers’s 
governor from May 2007 to 
May 2015. The top-ranking 
member of  the ruling All 
Progressives Congress was 
Minister of  Transportation 
for seven cumulative years 
till mid-May 2022, when 
he resigned to pursue his 
presidential ambition. 

Amaechi, however, lost to 
ex-governor of  Lagos State, 
Bola Tinubu.

On the other hand, 
Wike, who has been 
governor since May 2015, 
is a staunch member of  
the Peoples Democratic 
Party. He also contested his 
party’s presidential primary 
but lost to former Vice-
President Atiku Abubakar 
from Adamawa State.

Amaechi had on Saturday 
taken a swipe at Wike at 
the funeral of  a traditional 
ruler, Alabo Graham-
Douglas, in the Akuku Toru 
Local Government Area of  
the state.

The former minister 
had knocked Wike, who 
was absent at the funeral, 
saying he thought the state 

government would take 
responsibility for everything 
concerning the Kalabari 
chief  and recognise him.

However, Wike on 
Monday, replied Amaechi, 
saying he chose to stay 
away from the burial 
because it was politicised. 
The governor went on to 
detail how he constructed 
the roads leading to the 
residence and palace of  the 
traditional ruler when he 
was alive.

The governor also claimed 
he elevated Alabo’s stool 
to the status of  a first-class 
monarch before his passing.

 “Don’t distract us again or 
else I will say more things,” 
Wike further warned the 
former minister.
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Nnamdi Kanu: Appeal Court reserves
judgment, adjourns indefinitely
T

he Court of  Appeal 
in Abuja, on Tuesday, 
reserved judgment on 

the case against Nnamdi 
Kanu, the detained leader 
of  the Indigenous People of  
Biafra (IPOB).

Mike Ozekhome (SAN), 
human rights lawyer, who 
led the delegation of  legal 
practitioners representing 
the IPOB leader, urged the 
court to strike out the re-
maining charges citing a 
lack of  credibility.

Ozekhome prayed the ap-
pellate court to review the 
April 8 ruling of  the trial 
court which struck out only 
eight out of  the 15 charges.

He also insisted that the 
charge FG entered against 
him had no basis in law. 
Kanu, in his appeal dated 
April 29 and marked CA/
ABJ/CR/625/2022, ap-
plied to be discharged and 
acquitted.

But following an appli-
cation the embattled IPOB 
leader filed for abridgement 
of  time, the appellate court 
brought the matter forward 
for hearing as against the in-
itial October 11 fixed for the 

hearing.
When the matter was 

called on Tuesday, a three-
man panel led by Justice 
Jummai Hanatu, said it had 
no need to delve into the 
issue of  bail since the sub-
stantive appeal was ripe for 
hearing.

Arguing the appeal claim, 
Ozekhome alleged that his 
client was forcefully abduct-
ed from Kenya and illegally 
renditioned back to the coun-
try. He told the court that his 
client was first arraigned on 
December 23, 2015 and was 
later granted bail on April 
25, 2017.

 “My lords, he was enjoy-
ing this bail without breach-
ing the terms. However, he 
was in his ancestral home 
when agents of  the respond-
ent invaded his home in Sep-
tember 2017.

 “When the Appellant trav-
elled from London to Kenya, 
agents of  the respondents, 
on June 27, 2021, forcefully 
abducted the appellant, tor-
tured and renditioned him 
back to the country without 
following any extradition 
process,” Ozekhome added.

Disregard activities of imposters using APGA to 
cash out - Ehiemere tells Abians 

T
he Abia State Chair-
man of  the All Pro-
gressives Grand 

Alliance (APGA), Rev Au-
gustine Ehiemere, has en-
joined  Abians to jettison and 
disregard what he described 
as the activities of  few im-
posters within the party,who 
are paid agents recruited to 
cause disaffection within the 
party,thereby, using the party 
to cash out.

He said the party is ever 
ready to apply the provisions 
of  its constitution to instill 
absolute discipline and can-
dor within the party at all 
times.

The State working com-
mittee of  the All Progressives 
Grand Alliance (APGA), 
Abia State chapter, led by 
Rev Augustine Ehiemere,in 
a Press Conference held at 
the Party State Secretariat, 
said that they have uncov-
ered the evil plots of  those 
using APGA to make money 
for their selfish and personal 
gains and that these mercan-
tile politicians are very unset-
tled and uncomfortable, thus 
the reason they are working 
against the leadership of  the 
party and have series of  evil 
plots against the party leader-
ship in the State.

 According to Rev Ehie-
mere, “Some frustrated pol-
iticians and enemies within 
the party,masquerade them-
selves as APGA leaders in 

Abia State even when they 
are nothing but wolves in 
sheep clothing”.

He revealed that these 
men remain pathological 
liars whose stock in trade is 
to deceive Abians and paint 
APGA black, while they re-
ceive their payments from 
their paymasters.

 The APGA Chairman re-
called that, “On 31/8/2022, 
Sir Chikwe Udensi illegally 
sponsored one Prince Nnan-
na Ukaegbu, who is not a 
member of  the party to il-
legally and forcefully broke 

into our party Secretariat, 
where he stole some valua-
ble property worth millions 
of  naira. Let it be on record 
that the party being a criti-
cal stakeholder in the Abia 
political project and an ad-
vocate of  rule of  law and 
constitutionalism, decided to 
resort to due process of  law 
in making sure that all who 
conspired to break into our 
party Secretariat will face the 
law, as no person is above the 
law, no matter how highly 
placed.

“May we use this medi-

um to inform all Abians and 
members of  the press that 
instead of  answering to po-
lice invitation to explain his 
criminal activities regarding 
his breaking into the party 
Secretariat, Nnanna Ukaeg-
bu,a paid agent of  destabili-
zation, has been on the run 
and has refused to answer to 
police invitation.

Rather, what the evil im-
poster and agent of  destabi-
lization did was file a suit in 
the court against the Com-
missioner of  police, Abia 
State.

Members of the Imo House of Assembly with President Buhari (middle) during the latter’s visit to the state, Tuesday.

He further argued that 
Kenya, being the country 
from where Kanu was ar-
rested and extraordinarily 
renditioned back to Nigeria, 
ought to have authorised his 
extradition.

Meanwhile, the FG, 
through its lawyer, Mr. Da-
vid Kaswe, urged the court 

to dismiss the appeal for 
want of  merit. He asserted 
that the IPOB leader was 
brought back to the country 
by due process of  the law. 
He argued that the charge 
had been amended seven 
times owing to the conduct 
of  the appellant.

 “My lords, it took four 

years and huge resources to 
get the respondent arrested 
and brought back to face 
the charges against him. 
“We are saying that the tri-
al court was even wrong to 
have struck out the eight 
charges as it did. “It is only 
after the FG has produced 
all its witnesses and tendered 

its evidence that the Ap-
pellant could claim that no 
prima-facie case was estab-
lished. “Finally, we urge this 
court to dismiss the appeal 
for lacking in merit,” Kaswe 
added.

After listening to both 
sides, the panel said it would 
communicate a date for the 
judgment.

Imo govt commended for ensuring lasting 
peace in oil producing areas
By Grace Ofurum

T
he Imo State Gov-
ernment has been 
commended for its 

efforts in ensuring lasting 
peace in the oil producing 
communities of  Ohaji/
Egbema Local Area.

The commendation was 
made during a meeting 
with representatives of  Se-
plat Energy and Presidents 
General of  ten host com-
munities of  the company 
which was facilitated by 
the Hon. Commissioner for 
Petroleum Resources, Prof  
Eugene Opara.

The Hon Commission-
er in his opening remarks 

stressed on the need for 
meaningful contributions 
while pointing out that the 
state government under the 
leadership of  Distinguished 
Senator Hope Uzodinma is 
very much interested in en-
suring a lasting peace in the 
area.

He informed that the 
meeting was necessitated by 
a petition from L.C Ugor-
ji and Associate in regard 
to the non-implementation 
of  a section of  the Glob-
al Memorandum of  Un-
derstanding (GMoU) as it 
concerns the Community 
Development Committee 
(CDC).

Prof. Opara admonished 

them on the need to resolv-
ing all lingering matter and 
make progress.

The Base Manager, Se-
plat Energy, Engr. Emaka 
Onyeagba in his remark 
stated that the company is 
always committed to ensur-
ing that all aspects of  the 
GMoU are met. And that 
the Administrative fund for 
the CDC has already been 
paid into the Community 
Engagement Management 
Board (CEMB) Account 
awaiting the constitution of  
the Community Develop-
ment Committee (CDC) by 
the various communities.

The Hon. Commissioner 
therefore enjoined the PGs 
to ensure that the CDC is 
properly constituted in their 
various communities within 
one week.

Peter Obi has lost Yoruba
votes for mocking Tinubu
– Reno Omokri

e n o  O m o k r i , Rformer President 

G o o d l u c k 

Jonathan's aide, has said 

that the presidential 

candidate of  the Labour 

Party, Peter Obi has 

already lost Yoruba votes 

for mocking Asiwaju 

B o l a  T i n u b u ,  t h e 

presidential candidate of  

t h e  r u l i n g  A l l 

Progressives Congress, 

APC.

Omokri, who made 

this assertion on Sunday 

via his verified Twitter 

hand le.  The  human 

rights activist said, “Peter 

Obi just lost the entire 

Yoruba vote! See the way 

he lied against Yoruba 

leaders. Talking down on 

Tinubu. Mocking his 

health and wealth. He 

s o u n d e d  m o r e  l i k e 

Nnamdi Kanu. That is 

the real @PeterObi we 

saw. The one we have 

been seeing is the audio 

Peter Obi! #TableShaker.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 

Omokri,  Obi should 

represent Nigeria in lying 

at the next Olympics to 

guarantee that Nigeria 

brings home Gold medal. 

“He can lie for Africa. 

How can Yoruba leaders 

ask Yoruba not to vote for 

Peter because he will 

build a port in SS, when 

SS already has many 

ports? #TableShaker,” he 

added.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 

Omokri,  Obi should 

represent Nigeria in lying 

at the next Olympics to 

guarantee that Nigeria 

brings home Gold medal. 

“He can lie for Africa. 

How can Yoruba leaders 

ask Yoruba not to vote for 

Peter because he will 

build a port in SS, when 

SS already has many 

ports? #TableShaker,” he 

added.
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Second phase of Ebubemba Ikeduru’s
empowerment of Uzoagba youths with
sewing machines, electronics, cash



he Bauchi State TPolice Command 
has arrested four 

c r im ina l s  fo r  a l l e ge d 
forgery and fraud.

This was confirmed 
through a press release 
m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  t o 
journalists in Bauchi by SP 
A h m e d  M o h a m m e d 
Wakil, the Police Public 
Relations Officer (PPRO).

H e  s a i d  t h a t  “ o n 
06/09/2022,  at  about 
1630hrs one Samira Jibrin, 
female, a next of  kin to 
Jibrin Adamu, male of  
Zalanga, Ganjuwa LGA, 
who worked with Bauchi 
State Ministry of  Finance 
u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  o n 
02/12/2021, reported that 
she went to process her 
father's benefit at Bauchi 
Ministry of  Finance but 
discovered that the benefit 
of  her late father had been 
processed and withdrawn 
using forged documents by 
some persons.”

According to reports, 
on receipt of  the case, the 
detective attached to A' 
D i v i s i o n a l  P o l i c e 

 pregnant woman, 

Atwo minors, and 
e i g h t  o t h e r s 

s u s p e c t s ,  h av e  b e e n 
arrested by the operatives 
of  the Nigeria Security and 
C iv i l  D e f e n c e  C o r p s 
(NSCDC), in Ondo state, 
f o r  t h e i r  a l l e g e d 
involvement in illegal oil 
bunkering.

T h e  s t a t e 
C o m m a n d a n t  o f  t h e 
C o r p s ,  H a m m e d 
Abodunrin, parading the 
suspects in Akure, the State 
capital, said they were 
arrested at Waterway in 
Iju-Osun, Irele council area 
of  the state with products 
suspected to be adulterated 
diesel.

According to him “the 
product was packed in 
drums, polythene bags and 
jerrycans loaded in four 
wooden boats.

“The suspects were 
caught in the act moving 
the petroleum products to 
an unknown destination.

“They were caught in 
the act. It is sad that some 
people have continued to 
sabotage government and 
we will not tolerate this' he 
added.

“All these efforts have 
started yielding positive 
results. As of  Sunday, 11 
suspects were arrested with 
products suspected to be 
adulterated AGO.

“One of  them is a 
heavily pregnant woman 
and two are minors, so we 
decided not to take them 
into custody because of  
their conditions.

“We have taken their 
statements, whenever we 
need them we will pick 
them up and we are going 
to conduct an investigation 
immediately and take them 
to court as soon as we 
c o n c l u d e  o u r 
investigation,” he said.

Abodunrin said that 
the suspects were unable to 
say where they got the 
consignment from and 
conveying it to.

He warned criminals 
to stay away from the state, 
a s  t h e  c o r p s  w a s 
determined to track, arrest 

and prosecute them.
It's a renewed fight 

against oil theft, against 
economic sabotage and a 
renewed fight to ensure that 
citizens can be sure of  what 
their country can give 
them,” he said.

He said the suspects 
will be charged to court to 
serve as deterrent to others.

In an interview,One of  
the boat drivers said that he 
was arrested with 20 drums 
of  kerosene.

“I didn't know that it's 
i l l ega l  and  I  thought 
kerosene was what people 
could buy and sell.

According to him “I 
am not the one that really 
owns the product, I was 
driving an engine boat for 
someone.

Headquarters swung into 
action and carried out a 
preliminary investigation 
which revealed that “one 
Nasiru Samaila 'm', aged 
48yrs, a staff  of  Bauchi 
State Ministry of  Finance, 
conspired with three others 
namely, Auwal Jibrin 'm', 
aged 27yrs of  the ministry 
o f  f i n a n c e  T i j j a n i 
Mohammad male, aged 
27yrs of  state low-cost 
Bauchi.”

The release added that, 
“ F a r u q  M o h a m m a d 
Nasiru male aged 19yrs, an 
IT student from ATAB 
A b u b a k a r  T a t a r i 
Polytechnic attached to the 
Ministry of  Finance on 
indust r ia l  a t tachment 
selfishly and mercilessly 
forged documents and 
accessed the sum of  three 
hundred and thirty-two 
thousand N332, 000 naira 
belonging to the deceased 
and converted it to their 
personal use, shared the 
benefit among themselves.”

Investigation revealed 
t h a t  t h e  s a i d  N a s i r u 
Samaila who utilized his 

17yrs experience with the 
ministry and devised the ill 
idea of  forging documents 
to claim the deceased's 

benefit at the expense of  the 
deserving next of  kin, got 
the sum of  two hundred 
and twelve thousand naira 
N212,000.00.

It was further reports 
t h a t  a l l  t h e  s u s p e c t s 
confessed to having played 
a n  a c t ive  r o l e  i n  t h e 
commission of  the crime.

Meanwhile one of  the 
suspects, Auwal Jibril, who 

onfusion has trailed 

Cthe report of  the 
alleged demand of  

N200 million ransom by 
k i d n a p p e r s  o f  t h e 
traditional ruler of  Isiala 
U m u d i  A u t o n o m o u s 
Community in Nkwerre 
Local Government Area of  
Imo State, Joel Udenkwo.

It was gathered from the 
Umudi Community on 
Tuesday that there are issues 
surrounding the demand for 
ransom even as the family 
members never made any 
official statement on the 
matter.

While a source had 
earlier claimed it was N200 
million another source close 
to the family was of  the view 
that as of  last Monday night 
t h e  a b d u c t o r s  w e r e 
demanding N50 million.

According to him, “We 
had they had contacted the 
family and requested for the 
ransom of  N50 million. I 
did not hear of  the N200 
million. What I am telling 
you was the first time they 
said they were contacted.

he Police in Ebonyi TState have arrested a 
20-year-old mother 

and her lover for selling 
t h e i r  b a b y  b o y  t o  a 
maternity home operator 
for N500, 000.

T h e  m o t h e r ,  O l a 
China, 20, of  Amangwu 
Edda in Afikpo North 
Local Government Area of  
Ebonyi was impregnated 
out of  wedlock by Jonah 
Ogbuagu, a bricklayer in 
August 2021.

Ola gave birth to the 
baby in April 2022 at 
Obigbo, Rivers, where she 
went to hibernate at her 
aunt's residence during the 
pregnancy.

After giving birth, she 

conspired with Ogbuagu 
and sold the baby.

The police spokesman 
i n  E b o n y i ,  S P  C h r i s 
Anyanwu, on Tuesday said 
the maternity homeowner, 
p o p u l a r l y  k n o w n  a s 
“Mummy Abigail'' was 
arrested at Ovima, also in 
A f i k p o  N o r t h  L o c a l 
Government Area.

“Mummy Abigail runs 
a maternity home which 
she uses as a cover for her 
illicit trade.

“The suspects have 
been handed over to the 
National Agency for the 
Prohibition of  Trafficking 
in Persons for necessary 
actions and prosecution,'' 
SP Anyanwu stated.

“The family members 
have not officially said 
anything on the issue of  
ransom. You know it's even 
a  r i sk  to  ment ion  the 
amount  of  money the 
kidnappers are demanding. 
But I can tell you that 
nobody knows how far it has 
gone.”

At the time of  filing this 
report, the State Police 
Public Relations Officer, 
PPRO, Micheal Abattam, 
said the investigation has 
commenced.

is also a serving staff  of  the 
said ministry, got the sum 
of  one hundred thousand 
nairas (N100,000.00) as his 
s h a r e ,  w h i l e  T i j j a n i 
Mohammed, a cybercafé 
o p e r a t o r,  a n d  Fa r u q 
Mohammed an IT student 
from Abubakar Tatari Ali 
Polytechnic attached to the 
said Ministry, ended up 
with the sum of  twenty 

t h o u s a n d  n a i r a 
(N20,000.00) respectively.

T h e  s u m  o f  t h r e e 
h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e n t y 
t h o u s a n d  n a i r a 
N320,000.00 has been 
r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  t h e 
suspects.

The Commissioner of  
Police directed that the case 
be charged to court.
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Four officials in detention for withdrawing late worker's money

Pregnant woman, 2 minors
arrested for oil bunkering

Imo monarch kidnap: Confusion
trails demand of ransom

Police arrest couple for
selling their baby



Obi Austin Ndigwe defies Soludo,
insists he is the legit traditional 
ruler of Awka

News Echo   Wednesday 14 - Thursday 15 Sept, 2022                                                  Page 16

News

Edeoga not our guber candidate, has
no capacity to fund campaign – LP chieftain, Iyere
A 

member of  the Peter 
Obi Campaign Team, 
and Labour Party 

Chieftain, Comrade Kennedy 
Iyere has again asserted the 
position that Capt. Evarest 
Nnaji (Odengene) of  Enugu 
State never collected N2 bil-
lion from Governor Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi to sabotage the 
Governorship candidacy of  
the Labour Party in the state.

Iyere also affirmed that 
Nnaji will emerge Governor-
ship candidate of  the party in 
Enugu State, adding that as it 
stands now, there is no Gov-
ernorship candidate of  the 
party in Enugu state which 
Mr. Chijioke Edeoga has 
been holding claim to. Speak-
ing during the Charity Begins 
At Home conference of  La-
bour Party in Abakaliki Eb-
onyi state, on Saturday, Iyere 
alleged that three chieftains 
from the state were behind 
the crisis rocking the Labour 
Party in Enugu state.

Denying the alleged indict-
ment on Nnaji, Iyere said: 
“Would I have said such a 
thing? If  they say I said such 
a thing, let them mention one 
or two persons who belong 
to that platform. What is the 

name of  the platform, they 
said it’s fusion. Let them men-
tion a credible person on that 
platform who can come out 
to say I made such statement 
and I’ll take up such a person, 
not that Eunice they quoted.

“I don’t know the busi-
ness she does, but I think she 
claims to live in Europe but 
I’ve told her to come here let 
me employ her in one of  my 
companies. That is someone 
who has no root, no base. In 
that platform there are very 
many credible persons. 

I was in that WhatsApp 
platform but I’m no longer 
there. I was added to that plat-
form but what they were do-
ing made no sense and I told 
them to behave well which 
made some of  them to hate 
me and they exited me.

 “I don’t hate Edeoga for 
the type of  person he is but I 
know that he is being pushed 
by Okwesilieze Nwodo, Nnia 
Nwodo and Bart Nnaji and 
they are doing that to hinder 
Peter Obi’s chances and they 
are also doing that because 
they are targeting money that 
will be coming from Atiku 
Abubakar.

 “There was actually no 

primary to produce Edeoga, 
what happened was that after 
a meeting of  key stakeholders 
in Lagos, it was discovered 
that Edeoga was not fit to run 
for the Governorship because 
Edeoga is a political depend-
ant. 

He is not grounded politi-
cally to fund himself. Edeoga 
does not have N10 million to 
even rent an office, he depends 
on people giving money to 
him, he doesn’t even have 

money to take care of  the ba-
sic things. He lacks financial 
and moral capabilities, you 
see the way he hijacked rallies 
organized by others, he can’t 
organise his own.

“So in Lagos, we decided 
there should be another pri-
mary election but Capt Evar-
est Nnaji (Odengene) was 
deceived out of  Enugu with-
out him being properly being 
invited to participate in the 
primary election after paying 

all that needed to be paid and 
filling all the forms. 

Most people in Labour Par-
ty did not know there was a 
scheduled primary election. 
The Publicity Secretary of  the 
party in the state didn’t know 
there was a primary elec-
tion and he was the one that 
would have given the notice.

 “Edeoga also betrayed Da-
vidson Nnamani who was 
also an aspirant but that is a 
story for another day. They 

put him there just to make 
the game very cheap for Peter 
Mba of  the PDP. Nobody’s 
name is yet with INEC as the 
Governorship candidate for 
Labour Party. Evarest Nnaji’s 
will be the candidate because 
another primary election will 
be conducted before 17th 
September and Odengene 
will win. The matter is in 
court.”

Anambra Govt declares state of emergency 
on illegal structures, shanties
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe
Awka

T
he Managing Direc-
tor of  Awka Capital 
Territory Develop-

ment Authority (ACTDA), 
Ven. Amaechi Okwuosa, 
reiterated the readiness 
of  Anambra State Gov-
ernment to rid the state of  
shanties and illegal struc-
tures in other to get the state 
to a befitting status of  a 
state capital.

Ven. Okwuosa said this, 
during the demolition of  
shanties at Agu - Awka, 
close to international con-
vention center. “We have 
zero tolerance towards in-
dividuals taking laws into 
their hands to not only ille-
gally occupy people’s lands 
but operate and carry out 
activities that are detrimen-
tal to the safekeeping of  the 
state”

“This piece of  land be-
tween the international 
convention center and 
Amansea has patches of  
occupants who have veered 
into government and pri-
vate owned lands to illegally 
occupy.”  Speaking further, 
the ACTDA Boss said that 
notices of  vacation orders 
were issued to them in the 

years 2020, 2021 and 2022 
respectively. 

More so, the leaders of  
those illegal occupants were 
contacted to vacate the land 
but they termed it” business 
as usual “, hence the demo-
lition.” 

We are enforcing this con-
trol based on the fact that 
there is insecurity in the 
state.” “We have a lot of  
criminal activities going on 

within this vicinity, ranging 
from property snatching, at-
tempted kidnapping to car 
vandalism.”

 “We need to sanitize 
the capital Territory and 
remove every known hid-
ing place for hoodlums to 
ensure the safety of  people 
and also make sure that no-
body intrudes into people’s 
lands to create nuisance.”

 Okwuosa further warned 

those with the intent of  il-
legally occupying any open 
space to desist from doing 
so because anyone found 
wanting, will be sanctioned.

The Authority went in the 
company of  Men of  civ-
il defence, Anambra State 
vigilante services and Men 
of  Operation Clean and 
Healthy Anambra (Ocha 
Brigade).

Wike is demanding justice, he is not crying wolf
- Fmr PDP, Presidential hopeful, Sam Ohuabunwa

S
am Ohuabunwa, 
former presidential 
hopeful of  the Peoples 

Democratic Party (PDP), 
says the concerns raised by 
Nyesom Wike, governor of  
Rivers, are genuine.

He said Wike’s demands 
are hitched on justice and 
equity, adding that he is not 
“crying for no substantial 
reason”.

The crisis in the PDP fol-
lowed the outcome of  its 
presidential primary elec-
tion held in May.

Party stakeholders ex-
pressed concerns that Ati-
ku Abubakar ignored Wike 
after he chose Ifeanyi Oko-
wa, governor of  Delta, as 

President Muhammadu in company of Governor Hope Uzodimma commissions �rst phase of 56 kilometer Owerri - 
Okigwe road at Amaraku.

D
espite the deploy-
ment of  huge de-
tachment of  po-

lice and military men, as 
well as ban on acclaimed 
traditional ruler of  Awka, 
Obi Austin Ndigwe, he 
has insisted he remains 
the Ezeuzu III of  Awka, 
as he threw open his gate 
less than 24 hours after the 
announcement by the An-
ambra State government, 
to welcome guests to the 
Otite Awka 2022 (Awka 
New Yam Festival 2022).         

Marked by march-past 
and solidarity rallies in-
side the palace on Sunday, 
the embattled monarch 
thanked guests in the face 
of  threat and assault. He 
said: “I’ll fight with the last 
pint of  my blood to make 
Awka Town recognised by 
any government, and not 
be intimidated by it.”        

The monarch, who de-
scribed Governor Chuk-
wuma Soludo as his per-
sonal friend, urged him 
to work harder to develop 
Awka, being the seat of  
state government, if  he ex-
pects Awka people to sup-
port his administration.

He urged the governor to 
leave him alone to run the 
affairs of  Awka people. He 
likened his royal position 

to that of  the South East 
and the Chairman of  the 
Traditional Rulers Council 
and Obi of  Onitsha, Alfred 
Achebe, who, he alleged, 
rules his domain as the 
traditional ruler without a 
Certificate of  Recognition 
and intimidation by gov-
ernment.

The speech rounded off  
the 2022 Otutu celebration 
in which Anthony Malik 
from Auchi was recog-
nised as Dikeora Awka), 
the governorship candi-
date of  Rivers State on the 
platform of  African Dem-
ocratic Congress (ADC), 
TontiI Braye as Ezeudo 
Awka and Igala -speak-
ing community leader 
in Anambra, Ali Yakub, 
as Agunechemba Awka, 
as well as the monarch’s 
handover of  the symbol of  
authority and other para-
phernalia to his son, Chuk-
wuezugo Jnr.

The security operatives 
had, Saturday, forced their 
way and cordoned off  his 
palace, stopped passersby 
and guests from accessing 
the route to his palace, 
shut in the already-seated 
guests, including mon-
archs, dignitaries and 
journalists from the South 
East.

his running mate.
Wike reportedly demand-

ed that Iyorchia Ayu, the 
party’s national chairman, 
should resign his position.

Reacting to this devel-
opment on Sunrise Dai-
ly, a Channels Television 
programme, on Tuesday, 
Ohuabunwa said the lead-
ership of  the party should 
“appreciate Wike’s circum-
stances”.

He said if  the party had 
zoned the presidential tick-
et to the southern part of  
the country, discord would 
not have hit the party.

 “If  you can empathise 
with the situation of  the 
southern governor or Gov-

ernor Wike. Appreciate his 
circumstances, appreciate 
what he’s talking about. 
Listen to him, put yourself  
in his own shoes,” he said.

 “You begin to under-
stand that he is not a crying 
wolf. He is demanding jus-
tice, he is demanding equi-
ty. And that is right for him 
to do.

 “If  things from the be-
ginning were done in the 
right way, I wouldn’t say 
there won’t be any disa-
greement but it won’t have 
been this way.

 “I don’t think Wike is 
impossible to deal with. He 
has shown that he is a team 
player when the team is a 
reasonable team.”
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Foreign News

W
illiam Ruto was 
sworn in as Kenya’s 
president on Tues-
day after narrowly 

winning the Aug. 9 election in East 
Africa’s most stable democracy, 
and quickly signaled that his leader-
ship would be a strongly Christian 
one.

The Supreme Court last week 
rejected a challenge by losing candi-
date and longtime opposition figure 
Raila Odinga to the official results, 
completing a markedly peaceful 
election.

The 55-year-old Ruto had been 
the deputy to outgoing President 
Uhuru Kenyatta but had a bitter 
split with Kenyatta that left the two 
not speaking for months at a time. 
On Tuesday, the audience cheered 
as the two shook hands, and again 
as Kenyatta handed over the instru-
ments of  power.

Ruto, who had dropped to his 
knees in tears and prayer when the 
court upheld his win, knelt on the 
stage minutes after his swearing-in 
during an extended sermon. “A 
chicken seller to a president,” in-
toned the pastor, highlighting Ruto’s 
humble youth.

Ruto’s first tweet quoted Psalms: 
“This is the day the Lord has 
made; let us rejoice and be glad in 
it.”

The event began with some chaos. 
Scores of  people were crushed and 
injured as they forced their way into 
the packed stadium. A medic said a 
fence fell down after people pushed 
it and about 60 were injured, though 
the number may rise.

 “We had to treat some with mi-
nor injuries. Most of  them were 
rushed to the main hospital in Nai-
robi,” Peter Muiruri said. There 
were no reports of  deaths.

People tried to dodge baton-wield-
ing security forces. Some failed. “I 
was beaten by the police after trying 
to get inside,” said one witness, Ben-
son Kimutai.

Ruto is taking power in a country 
heavily burdened by debt that will 

challenge his efforts to fulfill sweep-
ing campaign promises made to 
Kenya’s poor.

With the transition, Kenya’s pres-
idency moves from one leader in-
dicted by the International Criminal 
Court to another. Both Kenyatta 
and Ruto were indicted over their 
roles in deadly 2007 post-election 
violence, but the cases were later 
closed amid allegations of  witness 
intimidation.

The August election was calm in 
a country with a history of  polit-
ical violence. Chaos erupted only 
in the final minutes when the elec-
toral commission publicly split and 
prominent Odinga supporters tried 
to physically stop the declaration of  
Ruto as the winner.

Ruto’s campaign had portrayed 
him as a “hustler” with a humble 
background of  going barefoot and 
selling chickens by the roadside, a 
counter-point to the political dynas-
ties represented by Kenyatta and 
Odinga. His presidential flag fea-
tures a wheelbarrow, the symbol of  
his campaign.

But Ruto received powerful po-
litical mentoring as a young man 
from former President Daniel Arap 
Moi, who oversaw a one-party state 
for years before Kenyans success-
fully pushed for multi-party elec-
tions.

Ruto now speaks of  democra-
cy and has vowed there will be no 
retaliation against dissenting voic-
es.

Though Odinga also asserted that 
“the outcome of  the election re-
mains indeterminate,” a spokesman 
told The Associated Press it was 
“highly unlikely” he would seek to 
declare himself  the “people’s presi-
dent” as he did after losing the 2017 
election.

William Ruto was sworn in as 
Kenya’s president on Tuesday af-
ter narrowly winning the August. 
9 election and after the Supreme 
Court last week rejected a challenge 
to the official results by the losing 
candidate, Raila Odinga. 

William Ruto sworn-in as Kenya’s
President after close vote

Kenya’s new president William Ruto, seen behind fountain �reworks, holds up a ceremonial sword as he is 
sworn in to of�ce at a ceremony held at Kasarani Stadium in Nairobi, Kenya Tuesday, Sept. 13, 2022. 
t

Kenya’s new president William Ruto, right, shakes hands with outgoing Pres-
ident Uhuru Kenyatta, left, as he is sworn in to of�ce at a ceremony held at 
Kasarani stadium in Nairobi, Kenya Tuesday, Sept. 13, 2022.

Wild jubilations by supporters of Kenyan’s new President Ruto, as he is sworn-in, Tuesday.

Medics treat the injured after people broke through barriers causing a stampede as they tried to force their way 
into Kasarani Stadium where the inauguration of Kenya’s new president,  William Ruto was taking place.
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nthony Joshua has 

Aagreed to terms to 
challenge WBC 

w o r l d  h e a v y w e i g h t 
champion Tyson Fury on 
Dec. 3, with the fight 
expected to take place at 
the Principality Stadium in 
Cardiff, Wales.

Joshua's management 
company 258 said in a post 
on Twitter:  “258 and 
Matchroom Boxing can 
confirm, on behalf  of  
Anthony Joshua, that we 
a c c e p t e d  a l l  t e r m s 
presented to us by Fury's 
team for a fight Dec. 3 last 
Friday.

“Due to the Queen's 
passing, it was agreed to 
halt all communication. 
We  a r e  a w a i t i n g  a 
response.”

For mer  WBA-IBF-
WBO world heavyweight 
champion Joshua was 

helsea manager, 

CGraham Potter, 
has explained how 

he wants his team to play.
The Englishman has 

taken the reins at Stamford 
Br idge  fo l lowing  the 
d i smissa l  o f  Thomas 
Tuchel.

A s k e d  a b o u t  h i s 
football beliefs, Potter told 
the club's website: “I want 

anchester United Mm i d f i e l d e r , 
Casemiro, will 

have his pay cut if  the club 
fails to make the Champions 
League next season.

The Brazilian signed a 
lucrative contract with the 
Old Trafford club when he 
moved from Real Madrid 

this summer.
However, the 30-year-

old will not be immune to 
the 25 percent deduction 
that every United player 
must accept when the club is 
not in Europe's top club 
competition.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  T h e 
Athletic, Casemiro will earn 

£375,000 per-week if  all 
goes well during his stay at 
United.

However, if  the club is 
not  in  the  Champions 
League for most of  the years 
of  his deal, he will be 

arcelona defender, BJules Kounde has 
revealed how he 

turned down a move to 
Manchester City despite 
manager Pep Guardiola 
telling him how much he 
'loved' him.

He said the former 
Barcelona boss tried to 
persuade him to move to 
Manchester City.

T h e  F r a n c e 
international moved to 
Nou Camp from Sevilla 
over the summer after a 
protracted tug-of -war 
between the Catalans and 
Chelsea.

Chelsea owners were 
desperate  to  s ign the 

defender and were said to 
have reached an agreement 
wi th  Sev i l la ,  but  the 
Frenchman waited for 
Barcelona.

And now Kounde said 
he was also on Manchester 
City's list a year before the 
P r e m i e r  L e a g u e 
champions signed Ruben 
Diaz.

Asked whether he'd 
h a d  i n t e r e s t  f r o m 
Manchester City, Kounde 
said: “Yes, in my first year 
at Sevilla [the end of  the 
2019-20 season].

“He [Guardiola] called 
me. He told me that he 
loved me and that he 
thought I would fit the way 
he played.”

earning significantly less.
The 25 percent reduction 

in salary is said to have 
e n r a g e d  U n i t e d  s t a r 
Cristiano Ronaldo this 
summer.

r s e n a l  l e ge n d , 

AThierry Henry is 
s u r p r i s e d  t h a t 

USMNT captain Christian 
Pulisic is still at Chelsea.

The American winger 
was linked with moves 
away from the club during 
the summer.

A loan to Manchester 
United was even suggested, 
b u t  n o  t r a n s f e r 
materialised.

Henry stated on CBS 
Sports: “I think by now we 

would have known if  he 
could play.

“He has been at Chelsea 
for a very long time. I 
thought Christian Pulisic 
was going to leave. I think it 
was time for him to leave. 
But he didn't.

“It's over. That's going 
to be the case up until the 
World Cup. He has to find a 
way  to  p lay.  Raheem 
Sterling is in front of  him.

“They also have Pierre-
Emerick Aubameyang. But 
I thought [Pulisic] was 
going to leave.”

a  t a c t i c a l ly  f l ex i b l e, 
attacking, possession-
based team.

“Players that are brave, 
that aren't afraid to make 
mistakes. That can get on 
the ball and show courage 
and really try to enjoy their 
football.

“If  the players are 
enjoying their football, 
there's a chance that the 
supporters will enjoy it as 
well. That's how you grow 
and develop as a club.

“Styles of  play don't 
make you win games. The 
challenge is having players 
believe in it and how it 
works.

“In my position you 
cannot use time as an 
excuse.  You can ta lk 
philosophy, identity, all 
these nice words, but you 
have to think in the short 
term as well.

“We are in a results 
game and you have to try 
and do your best to win.”

outpointed for a second 
s u c c e s s i v e  t i m e  b y 
Ukrainian Oleksandr Usyk 
on Aug. 20 in Jeddah, 
Saudi Arabia. But despite 
back-to-back losses, he was 
offered another title shot by 
Fury.

Joshua has accepted a 
4 0 - 6 0 %  d e a l ,  b u t 
negotiations have been put 
on hold due to the death of  
Queen Elizabeth II last 
Thursday.

Joshua (24-3, 22 KOs) 
had initially hoped to fight 
again closer to Christmas 
— Dec. 17 — but Fury (32-
0-1, 23 KOs) said the deal 
hinged on fighting either 
on Nov. 26 or Dec. 3.

T h e  P r i n c i p a l i t y 
Stadium, where Joshua 
successfully unified the 
world heavyweight titles 
with a points win over 
Joseph Parker in 2018, 

c o u l d  p o t e n t i a l l y 
accommodate  around 
75,000 spectators for Fury 
vs. Joshua.

With Usyk announcing 
he will not fight again in 
2022 due to injury, Fury 
switched targets for his 
next fight and offered 
Joshua the opportunity to 
challenge him via social 
media.

When Fury and Joshua 
verbally agreed to fight 
each other in 2020, before 
both pursued different 
opponents (Fury fought 
Deontay Wilder, Joshua 
fought  Usyk) ,  i t  was 
claimed the all-English 
encounter was worth £200 
million.

Fury has made two 
WBC title defences in his 
second reign as champion 
and last fought in April 
when he stopped English 
rival Dillian Whyte in six 
rounds.

Joshua accepts terms for Fury fight on Dec. 3

EPL: Potter outlines tactical plans
for Chelsea

UCL:  Casemiro faces possible pay-cut if...

I rejected Man City
despite Guardiola's
efforts – Kounde

I was convinced Pulisic
would leave in the
summer – Henry

Potter

Casemiro
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igeria-born Swiss 

Ni n t e r n a t i o n a l , 
Manuel  Akanj i 

and fellow Manchester City 
new buy Erling Haaland are 
mentally prepared to battle 
their former Club Borussia 
Dortmund City coach Pep 
Guardiola has confirmed.

The duo have been 
thrown into the ring in the 
Champions League against 

ormer Super Eagles Fmidfielder, Mutiu 
A d e p o j u ,  h a s 

expressed shock over Umar 
Sadiq's injury but backed the 
Nigerian striker to return 
s t ronger,  accord ing  to 
reports. 

S a d i q ,  w h o  j o i n e d 
S o c i e d a d  o n  t r a n s f e r 
deadline day, ruptured his 
anterior cruciate ligament 
during a match against 
Getafe on Sunday. He has 
since been ruled out of  
action for the remainder of  
the season. 

“Sadiq Umar suffered a 
right knee sprain during the 
Getafe-RS match, held on 
Sunday,” a club statement 
revealed. 

“After the tests carried 
out today on the player, he 
has been diagnosed with a 
rupture of  the anterior 
cruciate ligament in the right 
leg. 

“ H e  w i l l  s t a r t 
physiotherapy treatment. 
However, he will undergo 
surgical treatment.”

Adepoju, who spent four 
years at Real Sociedad said,” 
It's a setback for him, just like 
every other injury. A player 
who arrived at Sociedad with 
so much energy to score 
goals finds himself  injured 
and ruled out for six to nine 
months; this could have a 
psychological impact on 
him. 

“But, it's also not the end 

of  his career, I expect him to 
return much earlier and start 
scoring goals. I will advise 
him to remain calm and 
fol low up his  recover y 
p r o c e s s  d i l i g e n t l y  a s 
instructed by his doctor.” 

The 25-year-old, who has 

ccording to CIES 

AF o o t b a l l 
O b s e r v a t o r y, 

Napoli and Super Eagles 
striker, Victor Osimhen, 
has been ranked third in 
the target man shooter 
category alongside other 
forwards who are yet to 
turn 25. 

The ranking which was 
released by the football 
o b s e r va t o r y  s aw  t h e 
Nigerian move up six 
places with a score of  93.3. 

Chelsea's Kai Havertz 
ranks highest on the list 

outh Korea coach, 

SPaulo Bento has no 
plans to talk with 

Son Heung-min about his 
lack of  goals in the Premier 
League this season and will 
i n s t e a d  f o c u s  o n 
preparations for upcoming 
friendlies against Costa 
Rica and Cameroon.

Tottenham Hotspur 
forward Son finished as the 
Premier League's joint-top 
s c o r e r  a l o n g s i d e 
Liverpool 's  Mohamed 
Salah but has yet to find the 
n e t  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t 
campaign.

“I feel the same and I 
think the same as when he's 
scoring a lot. There's no 
concern, I will not talk 
with him about this,” said 
Portugal native Bento.

“Maybe he will come 
next Monday in a good 
way, so I will not spend any 
time to talk about these 
kind of  things with him

“(We will be) focusing 
on what we must do in 
these two games and all the 
confidence is in him as 
usual. For me it's not a 

problem and it's not a 
concern as well.” Son, 30, 
will  lead the Koreans 
against fellow World Cup 
qualifiers Costa Rica on 
Sept. 23 and Cameroon 
four days later. 27.

The friendlies will give 
Bento a last opportunity to 
look at his main squad 
before the build-up to the 
World Cup finals, where 
the Koreans have been 
drawn to face Uruguay, 
Ghana and Portugal.

The Koreans have 
only qualified for the 
Wor ld  Cup knockout 
rounds twice – in 2002 on 
home soil and in South 
Africa eight years later – 
and Bento did not want to 
speculate about his side's 
chances in Qatar.

“I cannot guess what 
will happen,” he said.

“Without competing 
well there is no possibility 
to make more games. It's 
not sure if  we compete 
really well, as I expect, it's 
not sure that we can reach 
the next stage.”

with a score of  94.3 while 
Atletico Mineiro forward, 
Matias Zaracho occupies 
the second position with a 
score of  93.4. 

Osimhen with 93.3 
edges Barcelona's Ferran 
Torres to fourth by 0.3 
points. 

In the fifth position is 
Liverpool's €80m signing, 
Darwin Nunez, with 92.6 
score.

Manches ter  Ci ty ' s 
Julian Alvarez, Roma's 
T a m m y  A b r a h a m , 
A t l e t i c o  M a d r i d ' s 

Matthaüs Cunha, Dusan 
Vlahovic from Juventus 
and Evanilson De Lima, 
who plays for FC Porto 
complete the top 10. 

Despite being a subject 
of  transfer speculations at 
the recently concluded 
transfer window, Osimhen 
stays with Napoli and has 
started the season in style. 

a y e r n  M u n i c h Bforward, Thomas 
Muller, has waded 

into the never-ending 
debate about who is the 
better player between Paris 
Saint-Germain's Lionel 
Messi and Manchester 
U n i t e d ' s  C r i s t i a n o 
Ronaldo.

Speaking to ESPN, 
Muller picked Ronaldo 
over Messi when asked to 
choose between the duo.

“I go for Ronaldo, 
against Messi, I have good 
statistics, against Ronaldo; 

n o t  t h a t  g o o d ,”  t h e 
Germany international 
said.

Muller was part of  
Bayern Munich's squad 
that thrashed a Messi-led 
Barcelona, 8-2 in the 2020 
C h a m p i o n s  L e a g u e 
campaign.

Meanwhile, Messi and 
Ronaldo are arguably 
among the top five greatest 
players in football history.

The duo has won 12 
B a l l o n  d ' O r  a w a r d s 
between themselves in the 
past 15 years.

a r i s  S a i n t -PGermain's French 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

d e f e n d e r ,  P r e s n e l 
Kimpembe will be out for 
around six weeks with a 
hamstring injury, leaving 
him little time to be fit for 
the World Cup, the club 
said on Tuesday.

K i m p e m b e ,  2 7 , 
suffered the injury in PSG's 
1-0 victory against Brest on 
Saturday.

Fr a n c e  b e g i n  t h e 
defence of  their World Cup 
title against Australia in 
Qatar on 22 November.

“Presnel Kimpembe 
will not be available for 
about six weeks. A new 
assessment will be made in 
eight days,” PSG said in a 

statement.
The injury also rules 

t h e  2 8 - t i m e s  c a p p e d 
Kimpembe out of  PSG's 
Champions League group 
stage matches.

The French side face 
Maccabi Haifa in Israel on 
Wednesday after making a 
winning s tar t  against 
Juventus in their first game.

Kimpembe is one of  
several key France stars 
sidelined through injury as 
t h e  W o r l d  C u p 
approaches.

M i d f i e l d e r  P a u l 
Pogba is recovering from 
knee surgery whilst both 
N'Golo Kante and Karim 
B e n z e m a  a r e  a l s o 
sidelined.

Prior to his injury that 
has ruled him out for three 
weeks; the 23-year-old has 
scored two goals  and 
assisted one from five 
matches played in the Serie 
A. While he also played a 
key role in Napoli's 4-1 win 
over Liverpool in the 
U E F A  C h a m p i o n s 
League. 

registered three goals so far 
this season, has now joined 
compatriots Jamilu Collins, 
Victor Osimhen, Kenneth 
Omeruo and Akinkunmi 
Amoo, who are all set to miss 
Nigeria's friendly against 
Algeria on September 27. 

their former club in a tie 
where desire to win will be 
put over emotions.

Guardiola said of  their 
Champions League group 
clash: “We spoke in general, 
not specifically. I spoke to 
the players about what they 
think. But tomorrow when 
the game starts, the quality 
of  the players will make the 
difference.

“I don't know [whether 
H a a l a n d  c a n  b e  t h e 
difference in the Champions 
League. The whole team is 
doing well and behaving 
well.”

Akanji born to a Swiss 
mother and a Nigerian 
father was widely criticised 
for his costly errors during 
D o r t m u n d ' s  f a i l e d 
challenge to Bayern during 

the 2019–20 season.
Akanji was one of  the 

main players singled out as a 
weak link in the team, but 
the early this month the 27 
year old joined Manchester 
City with high hopes of  
making a huge impact with 
a new opportunity to take 
his career to the next level.

Akanji, Haaland mentally set to battle Dortmund – Pep

Mutiu backs Sadiq to return stronger 

Osimhen ranked third best U-25 striker 

Bento not worried by
Son's goal drought

PSG defender, Kimpembe
sidelined for six weeks

Ronaldo vs Messi:
Muller chooses better
player

Osimhen

Sadiq

Haaland, Akanji
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The fresh news people

he Rev. Canon Joel TM a d u a b u c h u k w u 
Okereke (JMO) is one 

of  his generation's finest 
organists and Song-writers 

Rev Canon JMO, is one of  
the head honcho of  Organ 
playing, Hymnal and Church 
song composition in the old 
Diocese of  Owerri (Anglican 
Communion). Vey certainly, 
his rating cannot be hazily 
m e a s u r e d  b e c a u s e,  t h e 
magnitude of  his talential 
endowment and humanness 
resonates a timeless ethos of  
quality and sanity. His musical 
and organ output relieves 
phys ica l  and  emot iona l 
weariness with inspiring and 
soothing lyrics that ministers 
hope, fulfilment, confidence 
a n d  c o n t e n t m e n t  i n  t o 
humanity.

Ultimately, he conveys 
triumphal stories with his 
mu s i c  ge n r e,  a c a d e m i c 
t e a c h i n g  a n d  g o s p e l 
preaching. He made great 
people with his prowess in 
these distinct areas.

Delving into the history of  
this music maestro, priest and 
teacher; Canon JMO, is a 
scion of  Late Pa James and 
Mama Priscilla Okereke, 
Anozuma Nwokejiaku of  
U m u e b o k a  U m u n k w o 
autonomous Community in 
Isiala Mbano LGA of  Imo 
State, Nigeria.

Though, he was a product 
of  little beginning but God did 
not despise him. Unlike most 
of  his peers who were born 
into affluence and raised in 
luxur iant .  Daddy Joe l ' s 
growing up, was bridled 
around divine indulgence and 
respect for God and His 
constituted authorities. Rather 
than foster his descent into 
decadence, his parents and 
guardians raised him on a 
bitter-sweet diet of  tough love 

and inexorable care thus, his 
maturation into a decent 
social titan and God's servant 
leader. As such the agonies 
and distractions of  early 
childhood did not tarnish him 
neither did it mar his psyche 
through adolescence and his 
strides in adulthood. 

Adventurous and wildly 
imaginative as he was, Daddy, 
could not yield to the arbitrary 
lure of  juvenile wiles nor 
pretend to live in a verdant 
pavilion of  affluent spoils and 
consequence-free whims. 

Thanks to his mother who 
took absolute charge with 
God's directives, after his 
father's demise, when he was 
only ten (10). 

Indeed, a great deal of  his 
childhood was spent imbibing 
and appreciating the moral 
rectitude and cautionary 
qualities of  the Highlander 
and conservative Christian in 
one breathe. 

Notwi ths tanding  the 
moral strictures by which he 
was raised, his childhood was 
blissful and memorable. His 
life as a child was brilliant with 
sunshine. 

In teres t ing ly,  Daddy 
JMO, had an epiphany about 
his future quite early in life 
with the realisation that he 
needs to serve his maker with 
his talents.

It must be mentioned, 
especially for notes that he 
deftly maneuvered through 
t h e  l a b y r i n t h  o f  
disappointments and despair 
characteristic of  a man's life; 
m o r e  a s t o n i s h i n g ly,  h e 
survived it.

T h i s  h a s  b e e n  t h e 
distinguishing and enduring 
catalyst that has propelled 
Dad, to the enviable heights he 
attained.

Wi t h  t h e  i n g e n i o u s 
outputs of  his sound and savvy 

mind, he scaled mountains, 
broken glass ceilings, and 
created new records. 

H e  p r e d o m i n a n t l y 
operated in the Christian 
miss ionar y and Pr ies t ly 
divide, where strict adherence 
to stipulated ethos reign 
supreme, his pragmatic and 
unconventional approach to 
life, undoubtedly earned him a 
special place with God in 
eternity. And, this may be why 
he was revered, respected and 
renowned for his rare music 
ingenuity and Priestly calling.

Daddy JMO, was reputed 
as a man that is immensely 
endowed with versatility, 
towering intelligence, depth of  
character, and incurable love 
f o r  c h a r i t y,  g iv i n g  a n d 
friendship. 

From the start of  his 
jour ney into adulthood, 
Canon JMO, re fused to 

question the stars and the 
rigours of  living. Instead, he 
listened to the teachings of  his 
forbears and the whispers of  
ambition.

Canon JMO's jaunt from 
obscurity to acclaim and 
influence is no doubt a journey 
of  purpose, a hair-raising 
sojourn mired in experience 
and fulfilment. 

In order, to be responsible 
for his life, he was determined 
to fully live and traverse the 
hurdles and pleasures of  his 
world with its fragility and 
wiles, its coarseness and utter 
t rans ience  inc luding  i t s 
predictables and odds. 

Despite being feted with 
challenging early life yet our 
revered Canon and father 
recorded memorable victories 
and giant feats that turned 
excellence and humaneness 
into an art.

H i s  e v e r  s m i l i n g 
d ispos i t ions  and organ-
playing proficiency transcends 
the lure of  hyperbolic praise 
and thus extended to Angelic 
renditions.

His life, radiated the 
candour of  an apostolic 
servant of  God and evidenced 
passion for transformational 
change while embarking on a 
relentless mission to cast a life 
of  bliss and make the most of  
every opportunity.

He taught at  various 
schools including Eziama, 
Nkwerre, Umunkwo and 
many others, at different 
times, in his teaching career.

His gifted personality as 
an Organist, Choir Master, 
teacher and Priest made him 
famous. 

Within the 1960s '70s and 
'80s, he led many Anglican 
Church Choirs to various 
S i n g i n g  a n d  C h o r a l e 
Competitions including St. 
Paul ' s  Angl ican Church 
Choirs Nkwerre, St. Stephen's 
Umunkwo among many 
others to Music Competitions 
and won trophies. 

H e  w a s  a  l o v e d 
disciplinarian and socialite 
across peers and boundaries.

H e  p a s t o r e d  m a n y 
Anglican churches, both in the 
old Owerri Diocese as curate, 
P a r i s h  P r i e s t  a n d 
Archdeaconry Administrator 
and retired in God's glory. 

While  in  ser vice,  he 
obviously, recorded great and 
epic achievements both in the 
classroom as a teacher and in 
the God's Vineyards as an 
Organist, songwriter and 
priest. 

His retirement life was 
glorious and eventful until his 
death on the June 23, 2022.

His remains will be laid to 
rest on Thursday Sept. 22, 
2022 at Umunkwo Isiala 
Mbano LGA Imo State.

May his blessed soul dwell 
peacefully with God.
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