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Buhari to commission projects
in Imo, Sept 13
By Grace Ofurum

T
he president of  the 
federal Republic of  
Nigeria, Gen. Mu-

hammadu Buhari will em-
bark on a working visit to 
Imo state on Wednesday 
13th September.

During the visit, the presi-
dent is expected to commis-
sion two road projects and 
the newly reconstructed 
Imo House of  Assembly 
complex.

According to the chief- 
press secretary/Media ad-
viser to the governor, Ogu-
wike Nwachukwu

“Imo indigenes and resi-
dents alike are in high spirit 
as news of  the visit of  Pres-
ident Muhammadu Buhari 
to the State to commission 

more signature projects 
built by Governor Hope 
Uzodimma rents the air”

According to the CPS, 
the Executive Council dis-
closed this after its weekly 
meeting, stating that Pres-
ident Buhari will on Tues-
day September 13, 2022 
pay a one day visit to Imo 
to commission the two sig-
nature road projects of  the 
3-R administration as well 
as the newly reconstructed 
Imo State House of  Assem-
bly Complex.

After the meeting on 
Wednesday, presided over 
by Governor Uzodimma, 
the Hon Commissioner for 
Information and Strategy, 
Declan Mbadiwe Emelum-
ba who confirmed the Pres-
ident’s visit to Imo said Imo 

people are already prepared 
to receive the president.

The two signature road 
projects to be commissioned 
are the 36km dualized Ow-
erri/Orlu road and the first 
phase of  the dualised 53km 
Owerri/Okigwe Road.

The commissioner for 
Information, Chief  Declan 
Emelumba said that “the 
two roads qualify as one 
the best roads in Nigeria 
and even anywhere in the 
world” and that “the two 
roads have made a differ-
ence in the economic devel-
opment and improvement 
of  the State cutting across 
over seven Local Govern-
ments.”

Also at the briefing were 
the Hon. Commissioners 
for Works, Barr. Ralph 

Nwosu; Housing, Lady 
Love Ineh; the Chief  Po-
litical Adviser and Head 
Political Bureau, Barr. 
Enyinna Onuegbu and the 
Chief  Press Secretary/Me-
dia Adviser to the Gover-
nor, Oguwike Nwachuku, 
Emelumba explained that 
“Mr. President will also 

commission the rebuilt Imo 
State House of  Assembly 
Complex.”

Emelumba said: “The 
Assembly  Complex has 
been re-equipped and re-fur-
bished with state of  the art 
equipment/gadgets and 
furniture that have brought 
it to a world class standard 

and in fact, the best in Nige-
ria today.”

Also the Hon. Commis-
sioner for Works, Barr. 
Ralph Nwosu who con-
firmed the commissioning 
said, “The roads are ready. 
The states of  the road infra-
structure are all in place and 
the state is good to go.”

Prof. Nwammuo advises public relations 
officers on effective communication skills
By Ikenna Orioha

P
ublic relations officers 
have been advised to 
employ more effec-

tive communication skills 
so that they can perform 
efficiently in the business of  
public relations to induce 
the people to have under-
standing and goodwill to-
wards a person, firm or in-
stitution to move the society 
forward.

This was stated by Prof. 
Angela Nwammuo, of  
Mass Communication De-
partment, Chukwuemeka 
Odumegwu Ojukwu Uni-
versity, Igbariam, Anambra 
State, while giving a lecture 
with the topic “Practising 
Personal Public Relations: 
The Basics”, during a meet-
ing of  Nigeria Institute of  
Public Relations, NIPR, 
Imo State chapter, held at 
De Legend Hotel and Suits, 
Owerri, on Wednesday.

Prof. Nwammuo harped 
that a public relations of-
ficer should imbue him-
self  or herself  with needed 
effective skills to perform 
optimally such as Commu-
nication Skills, IT Skills, 
Public Presentation Skills, 
Being Creative and Initia-
tive, The Ability To Plan 
Effectively and Knowledge 
of  Media Platforms.

She pointed out that “PR 
still remains the business 
of  inducing the public to 
have understanding and 
goodwill towards a person, 
firm or institution; also the 
degree of  understanding 
and goodwill achieved. It 
is about creating a positive 
image, facilitating public at-
tention and favorable public 
opinion, building and earn-

ing trust. The practice of  PR 
over the years had been on 
institutions and corporate 
organizations”.

Nwammuo, who is a 
Fellow of  Public Relations 
Institute and Chairman of  
NIPR, Anambra State, ob-
served that “the use of  PR 
by individuals has been ne-
glected, but the emergence 
of  NICTs and practice of  
Online Journalism by cit-
izens caused a paradigm 
shift which has resulted in 
the concept of  Personal 
Public Relations. PPR refers 
to the use of  public rela-
tions strategies in managing 

and maintaining  a cordial 
relationship between an 
individual and the general 
public”.

However, some of  the 
host at the gathering were 
Ever Bezze Nwosu, Public 
Relations Officer, Federal 
Polytechnic, Nekede, Ower-
ri, Nnaemeka Ijioma, Desti-
ny Akunesi and Lady Chika 
Iheanacho, who expressed 
pleasure over the well at-
tended monthly meeting, 
restated their commitment 
to keep the institute solid 
and afloat to achieve better 
result at all times.

New Yam Festival:
Bishop Ezeokafor places high 
premium on culture

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

C
atholic faithfuls, Awka 
Diocesan Priests, 
Religious groups, 

2021/2022 out-going and 
2022/2023 in-coming Epis-
copal Households on Tues-
day, filed out at St. Patrick’s 
Catholic Cathedral’s refecto-
ry to witness the celebration 
of  Bishop Paulinus Ezeoka-
for’s annual iwaji festival.

Speaking during the event, 
Bishop Ezeokafor expressed 
gratitude to God for the gift of  
life and also for the bountiful 
harvest, saying that God had 
actually blessed and rewarded 
their handwork, adding that 
there was dignity in labour. 

 ‘We are grateful to God 
for this. He has shown that 
He loves and reward hard 
work. We are appreciative of  
God has done. You cannot do 
without your culture. 

 “We hold our culture and 
tradition in high esteem. We 
place high premium on our 
culture. It is our identity. This 
is my 14-15 years I have cel-
ebrated this special season. 
New yam festival is what we 
are here to celebrate,’ he said. 

Receiving and appreciating 
the 2021/2022, 2022/2023 
Episcopal Household Semi-
narians, the Local Ordinary 
charged the incoming to be 
of  good conduct and work 
towards surpassing their pre-
decessors, noting that they 
would be recognized and ap-
preciated for putting in their 
best at the end of  their stay, 
even as he commended the 
outgoing Seminarians for car-
rying out their assignments to 
the best of  their abilities. 

In a separate speeches, the 
Chancellor of  the Diocese, 
Rev Fr Charles Ndubuisi, 
Bishop Ezeokafor’s secretary, 
Rev Fr Evaristus Ifeanacho, 
the Cathedral Administrator, 
Rev Fr Patrick Okafor, Fi-
nancial Administrator, Rev 
Paulinus Okonkwo, the Bur-
sar of  the Diocese, Rev Fr 
Michael Oguno, former Ca-
thedral Administrator, Rev 
Fr Patrick Chukwuma, and a 
lecturer in the department of  
Igbo , African and Commu-
nication studies, faculty arts, 
Nnamdi Azikiwe University 
Awka, Rev. Fr Dr. Patrick 
Umezi extolled the bishop for 
his fatherly love and care as 
well as the way and manner 
he was piloting the affairs of  

the Diocese.
They advised the new Sem-

inarians to be useful to them-
selves, community, church 
and Society at large, empha-
sizing on that there was no 
short cut to success. 

The names of  the outgoing 
Seminarians are as follows: 
Onyema Victor, Onah James, 
Okafor James, Anyaorah 
Anthony, Ezeofia Gregory, 
Okafor Francis, Ebede Paul, 
Nwoguh Gabriel Henry, Dim 
Shalom, Obodo Bonaventure, 
Okechukwu Kenneth and Ire-
dobia Bernard. 

2022/2023 Incoming Sem-
inarians: Aguinam John-
paul, Amaechi Valerian, 
Mmadubuike David, Nwafor 
Francis, Onuigbo Emmanuel, 
Okoye Romanus, Nwankwo 
John Mary, Oji Johnpaul and 
Ogbu Edward.

Speaking on behalf  of  the 
outgoing Seminarians, Dim 
Shalom thanked God for 
mercy and blessings and for 
seeing them through. He ap-
plauded the bishop, Priests 
and religious for their guid-
ance and asked God to re-
ward them abundantly

Presentation of  cash and 
gift items to the outgoing 
Seminarians, cutting and 
eating the new yam with 
well garnished sauce by the 
bishop, rendering of  beauti-
ful rendition by the Bishop 
Ezeokafor’s St Patrick’s Choir 
formed the highpoints of  the 
occasion.

Anambra Health Commissioner, Obidike seeks 
collective action towards HIV prevention
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

A
nambra state 
Commissioner for 
Health, Dr Afam 

Obidike says HIV preven-
tion is a task that must be 
accomplished in the state.

Dr. Obidike made this 
assertion during a two-day 
stakeholders meeting or-
ganized by the Anambra 
state Aids Control Agency 
(ANSACA) held in Awka.

News Echo reports that 
the Health Commissioner 
represented by the Director 
of  Public Health in the min-
istry, Dr. Afam Anieme said 
that HIV prevention is a task 
that must be accomplished 
and sustained in Anambra 
state, even as he regretted 
that the pattern of  transmis-
sion of  the disease has made 
its prevention a bit difficult.

Dr. Obidike maintained 
that the Governor Chukwu-

ma Soludo’s administration 
is determined to give Ndi 
Anambra the best of  med-
ical services in all ramifica-
tions and urged those work-
ing in the HIV prevention 
field to do more to ensure 
that the transmission of  
the disease is drastically re-
duced in the state.

The Executive Director, 
Anambra State Aids Con-
trol Agency, Mr. Johnbosco 
Ementa said that the meet-
ing was for the stakeholders 
to cross-fertilize ideas on 
how best for them to dis-
charge their duties effective-
ly and efficiently.

Mr. Ementa noted that 
Anambra is the fifth highest 
in Nigeria in terms of  HIV 
transmission among people 
under the ages of  fifteen to 
forty nine years, a situation 
he said the agency is work-
ing tirelessly to ensure its 
reduction and that plans are 
underway to domestic the 

...Welcomes 2022/2023 Episcopal Household Seminarians

2014 HIV Anti Stigma Bill 
in Anambra state.

One of  the participants, 
Mr. Franklyn Atogwu de-
scribed the meeting as cru-
cial, as according to him, 
it afforded them the op-
portunity to interact, share 
knowledge and challenges 
with a view to addressing 
them.

IIRS records compliance on consumption tax
By Grace Ofurum

T
he consumption tax 
compliance in the hos-
pitality sector of  Imo 

State has experienced a spike 
as IIRS records the highest 
consumption tax remittance 
since the passage of  the Imo 
State Hotel Occupancy and 
Restaurant Consumption 
Law (Consumption tax) in 
December 2019.

Speaking to newsmen in 
Owerri, the Interim Chair-
man/CEO, IIRS, Dr Ifeanyi 

C. Okeke FCA, gave the 
reason as the continued sen-
sitisation the service has em-
barked on within the sector 
resulting in many businesses 
in the hospitality sector rou-
tinely filing consumption tax.

This is coming on the heels 
of  the mandatory instruction 
given to practitioners in the 
industry to ensure the impu-
tation of  a 5% consumption 
tax in their billing systems.

In 2019, the Imo State 
House of  Assembly enacted 
the Hotel Occupancy and 

Restaurant Consumption 
Law, No. 35 (Also known 
as the Hotel Consumption 
Law), which imposes a con-
sumption tax at a 5% rate 
on the value of  goods and 
services consumed by any 
persons in hotels, restaurants, 
bars, night clubs, recreational 
and event centres within the 
state.

The critical factor for the 
adoption of  this tax is that it 
is paid by a consumer at the 
spot of  service and not from 
the operator’s purse. 
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2023: UNIZIK workers drum support for
Peter Obi, Umeh, other LP candidates

2023: UNIZIK workers drum support for Peter Obi, Umeh, other LP candidates.

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

A
head of  the 2023 
general election 
campaign, work-

ers within the Nnam-
di Azikiwe University 
Awka, Anambra State, has 
drummed support for the 
presidential candidate of  
Labour Party (LP), Mr. Pe-
ter Obi, the Anambra Cen-
tral Senatorial Candidate, 
Senator Victor Umeh and 
other candidates vying for 
various elective positions 
under the LP platform in 
Anambra State.

The workers described 
the LP candidates as the 
most qualified and expe-

rienced to tackle the mi-
rage of  problems current-
ly confronting all part of  
the country. Prof. Chike 
Okoye, of  Poetry and 
Postcolonial Literature’s, 
Department of  English 
Language and Literature, 
Nnamdi Azikiwe Univer-
sity, who spoke to Journal-
ists, shortly after meeting 
with LP candidates lead 
by Senator Victor Umeh, 
in Awka, on Tuesday, said 
the Unizik workers were 
poised to deliver victory 
for the Party candidates 
at all levels in the forth-
coming general elections, 
on the ground that any 
worker in Nigeria is a reg-
istered member of  Nigeria 

Cyclist crushed to death in Onitsha road accident
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

A 
commercial mo-
torcyclist was on 
Tuesday crushed to 

death by a speeding truck 
driver at building materi-
als junction, Ogbunike by 
Onitsha-Awka expressway 
in Anambra State.

The crash which occurred 

around 12.50pm, involved 
four persons, the truck driv-
er, two of  his passengers 
and the deceased cyclist. An 
eyewitness said the truck 
driver hit the cyclist while 
driving against traffic, add-
ing that he quickly aban-
doned his truck and took 
to his heels with two of  
his passengers. Confirming 
the incident, Sector Com-

mander, Federal Road Safe-
ty Corps (FRSC), Corps 
Commander Adeoye Ire-
lewuyi, blamed the cause of  
the crash on route violation. 

He condoled with the de-
ceased family, warning mo-
torist to desist from route 
violation as it amounted to 
dangerous driving.  He also 
warned motorcyclists to 
avoid plying the expressway 

Labour Congress (NLC) 
and Trade Union Con-
gress (TUC), that form the 
Labour Party. He said the 
meeting organised by the 
representatives of  the four 
major academic unions in 
Nigeria Universities, the 
Academic Staff  Union 
of  Universities (ASUU), 
Non-Academic Staff  Un-
ion (NASU), Senior Staff  
Association of  Nigerian 
Universities (SSANU) and 
National Association of  
Academic Technologists 
(NAAT), was to brain-

storm on how to ensure 
victory for our great party. 
“We envisage a new coun-
try which will bring back 
our glory as one nation 
bound in prosperity, peace 
and unity. The join ticket 
of  Obi/Ahmed has all it 
would take to address the 
failures of  the All Progres-
sive Congress, APC led 
government at the centre. 
According to Prof. Okoye, 
the Labour Party struc-
tures has come to stayed 
and this structures are im-
portant for the saviour of  

Nigeria under Peter Obi, 
if  given the opportunity to 
lead the government at the 
centre. “Labour Party is 
our own Constituency. We 
are all members of  NLC 
and TUC that gave birth to 
Labour Party in Nigeria.

“We are all supporting 
Mr Obi/Ahmed, Sena-
tor Umeh and all other 
LP candidates, because, 
we believe that they have 
the competency to resolve 
the security, education, 
economic and other so-
cial-political challenges 

confronting the country, he 
added. In his speech, Sen-
ator Umeh, who spoke on 
behalf  of  other candidates, 
said the party was still in 
the period of  consultation 
with concerned stakehold-
ers including the academic 
communities, in which he 
noted, are in position to 
guard appropriate action 
in the society and who 
knows the issue at stake 
in the country. He assured 
the workers of  good rep-
resentation, if  the party is 
given the chance to gov-
erned the nation.

as they were not permitted 
by law to use the highways. 
He said, “A Fatal traffic 
crash occurred at building 
materials junction Ogbuni-
ke by Onitsha-Awka ex-
pressway today 6th Septem-
ber, 2022 at about 1250hrs.

 “The crash was between 
an unidentified driver of  
a Mercedes Benz truck 
(commercial) with registra-
tion number: ASB280ZH 
belonging to DO GOOD 
transport company with 
fleet number 82, and un-
identified driver of  Hao-
jue motor bike (Private) 
with registration number: 
QD618URU.

 “Four male adults were 
involved in the crash. One 
male adult the motorcylist 
was killed while none was 
injured. “FRSC personnel 
from RS5.33 Nteje took the 
dead victim to Iyienu Hos-
pital Ogidi where he was 
confirmed dead by the doc-
tor on duty and his corpse 
deposited at same hospital 
mortuary. “FRSC men on 
ground managed the traffic 
caused by the crash and en-
sured obstructions caused 
were cleared.”

Brazuca soccer academy harnesses 
talents among youths to lift them 
from poverty - Ex-International
By Ikenna Orioha

M
any youths and 
families across 
South East and 

South South Regions will 
soon be lifted out of  poverty 
as a Brazilian based football 
club, Brazuca Soccer Acad-
emy, has concluded plans 
to train and export young 
minds with football skills 
to Brazil where their talents 
will be harnessed and given 
the opportunity to play in 
multi- rich soccer clubs in 
Europe, America and Asia.

This cheering tidings was 
disclosed by the General 
Manager of  Brazuca Soccer 
Academy and ex- interna-
tional player, Casmir Mba-
chu, in Owerri, on Wednes-
day, during the official 
unveiling of  the  academy.

He hinted that Brazuca 
Soccer Academy is target-
ed at taking 20 players each 
year from Nigeria to Brazil, 
explaining that 9 players 
had already left for Brazil 
on 10th of  August 2022 to 
pursue their career in foot-
ball, while 11 players more 
are remaining to complete 
the number for the year, 
hence they decided to bring 
Brazuca Soccer Academy to 
Imo State.

“We just started. We have 
gotten everything includ-
ing professional outfits. We 
have gotten a couch, Kel-
vin Onwana, who is going 
to torture the players. But I 
bet you, by next week, it is 
going to be a different ball-
game. We are not collecting 
any money from anybody. 
If  you are here and you have 
talent, we will help you to 
harness your skill and take 

you to the highest place of  
football in the world, which 
is Brazil, from there you can 
still go to Quarter, Asia, Eu-
rope and America, depend-
ing on the kind of  talent you 
have”, Mbachu stressed.

The General Manager, 
who noted that the “CEO 
of  Brazuca Soccer Acade-
my, Henry Obinna Nwo-
rah, an Abia State indigene, 
is based in Brazil and has 
a lot of  international foot-
ballers he works with. So, 
moving our players out of  
the shores of  this country is 
not going to be a problem”, 
added that Brazuca Soccer 
Academy also has branches 
in Nairobi, Kenya, Zambia 
and Lagos State.

“Because we have a mis-
sion to add values to the 
society through soccer, the 
academy will not leave any 
stone unturned to bring 
forth youths with soccer 
abilities, train them and 
push them to stardom. Any 
family who has a football 
player, poverty has left his 
family. It will be my pleas-
ure that through this acad-
emy some people and fami-
lies are better off. So, being a 
football person who knows 
the rudiment of  football, we 
will get the best of  players. 
We are spreading our tenta-
cles across Imo, Anambra, 
Ebonyi, Enugu, Abia and 
Rivers States”.

Stating that their players 
would be taken care of, the 
GM called on those with 
football talents to show up 
and benefit from the em-
powerment, saying they 
want to give back to the so-
ciety what it gave them.

Chairman of Fidelity Bank Plc, Mustafa Chike-Obi 
assumes office as ANSIPPA boss 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

M
r Mustafa Chike-
Obi as has been 
appointed the 

Board Chairman, Anam-
bra State Investment, Pro-
motions and Protection 
Agency, (ANSIPPA) by 
the Anambra State Gover-
nor, Professor Chukwuma 
Soludo. According to a 
release signed by the Com-
missioner for Information, 
Sir Paul Nwosu, the former 
commissioner for Budget 
and Economic Planning, 
Mr. Mark Okoye will serve 
as the Managing Director 

of  the agency.
The announcement 

followed Governor Solu-
do’s promise to dissolve 
all boards in the state one 
month ago.

Members of  the board in-
cluded Mr. Christian Ude-
chukwu, Dr. Marcel Ofo-
mata, Dr. Emma Okeke 
and Mr. Sam Chidoka, 
while the statutory mem-
bers of  the board from the 
government side are, the 
Attorney General, Com-
missioners for Finance, 
Commerce and Industry, 
Budget and Economic 
Planning, as well as Lands 

and Survey.
Mr. Chike-Obi is current-

ly the chairman of  Fidelity 
Bank Plc, who has held top 
managerial and leadership 
positions in reputable glob-
al investment banking and 
management firms.

The Anambra State In-
vestment, Promotion and 
Protection Agency is a 
government agency man-
dated to manage and over-
see investments across the 
state while partnering with 
other stakeholders includ-
ing private investors and 
authorities to execute key 
infrastructure projects in 
the state.
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Editorial

n estimated 76 percent of  Nigeria's 

Apopulation are at risk of  malaria by 
living in high transmission areas.  

Nigeria accounts for 27 percent of  malaria 
cases worldwide and the highest number of  
deaths (24 percent) due to malaria in 2019 
(World Malaria Report, 2020).  The U.S. 
President's Malaria Initiative for States 
(PMI-S) activity managed by USAID 
recognizes that “it takes a village” to achieve 
a  malar ia - f ree  Niger ia .   PMI-S  i s 
implemented in eight states -- Akwa Ibom, 
Benue, Cross River, Ebonyi,  Nasarawa, 
Oyo, Plateau, and Zamfara -- and works 
with health officials at all levels to  improve 
quality and access to services, as well as 
reduce under-five and maternal mortality.  
Here are five ways USAID is making a 
difference in Nigeria through PMI-S.

Through peer-led and cascade training, 
PMI-S  suppor t s  the  s ta t e  ma la r ia 
elimination programs and state primary 
health care development agencies to deliver 
better malaria services.  Trained local health 
teams, in turn, train frontline health 
workers.  The transferred knowledge and 
skills equip health care workers to conduct 
malaria tests, accurately calculate the dosage 
of  medications, and appropriately refer 
severe cases.  After facilitating the training, 
PMI-S seamlessly rolled out effective 
strategies for fever case management.  
According to health care workers, these 
prototypes improved adherence to national 
guidelines. 

“The training has had a positive effect 
on health care workers in my area,” said 
Grace Fasasi, malaria focal person, Ibadan 
Nor th Oyo State.  “They no longer 
reflexively treat fever cases with anti-malaria 
medication.   Rather,  they conduct 
additional tests and make referrals as 
needed.  Not every fever is malaria.”

PMI-S supports the National (NMEP) 
and State (SMEP) Malaria Elimination 
Programs in eight states with evidence-based 
strategies toward malaria control.  PMI-S 
uses data to measure malaria burden and 
program impact to support decision making 
by national- and state-level stakeholders 
about resource allocation.  One such 
strategy was collaboration with the Global 
Fund to develop a central National Malaria 
Data Repository where public health 
workers, program managers, and decision 
makers can access real-time data to track the 
progress of  malaria control, advocate for 
adequate investments, support appropriate 
allocation and targeting of  resources, and 
inform disease surveillance to eradicate 
malaria.

 “The Repository is user friendly,” said 
Cyril Ademu, Monitoring and Evaluation 
Officer with the NMEP.  “I use the data 

validation application to identify facilities 
that are failing basic malaria data validation 
rules, so I can provide feedback to correct the 
errors. It has really simplified my work.”

In 2019, PMI-S worked with NMEP to 
i m p r ove  i n f o r m a t i o n  s h a r i n g  a n d 
coordination among malaria stakeholders.  
They set up a platform where all strategic 
documents are archived and easily accessed 
by malaria program implementers, district 
h e a l t h  c e n t e r  d i r e c t o r s,  a n d  n o n -
governmental partners.  Called the NMEP 
malaria e-toolkit (link is external), the 
publicly accessible platform serves as a 
reference for planning and patient care.  It 
also contains up-to-date policies, guidelines, 
procedures, and job aids for managers and 
technicians in all malaria programs, as well 
a s  fo r  hea l th  p rov ide r s,  s tuden t s, 
government officials, and donors.

“The e-toolkit has addressed the major 
challenge of  information sharing and 
coordination in malaria programs,” 
explained Abel Ajegbe, an IT Specialist with 
NMEP.  “It provides public health workers a 
platform where important policy guidelines 
are organized, up-to-date, and complete.”

PMI-S trains malaria service providers 
on monitoring malaria commodity use and 
availability to prevent stock outs in health 
facilities.  Subsequent improvements in 
maintaining commodity levels prompted 
PMI-S to encourage health workers in 
different communities to compare data on 
consumption and requirements of  health 
facilities, and how to ensure regular supplies 
are maintained.  PMI-S also partners with 
the USAID Global Health Supply Chain-
Procurement and Supply Management 
Program to ensure availability of  critical 
malaria commodities and rapid diagnostic 
test kits.

PMI-S works with its eight SMEPs and 
hospital management boards to provide 
malaria prophylaxis for expecting mothers 
during pregnancy, and ensure they have a 
supply of  safe drinking water in prenatal 
clinics.  The program trains prenatal care 
providers on the importance of  observing 
their patients while they take their routine 
medication.  It also encourages adherence to 
malaria prevention guidelines for pregnancy 
to improve maternal and child health.

“Administering prophylaxis to pregnant 
women as “directly observed therapy” has 
become routine practice in our hospital since 
PMI-S support began,” explained Oluchi 
Eze, a maternity nurse at the general hospital 
in Iboko, Ebonyi State.  “The medication is 
available right at the antenatal clinic, 
courtesy of  our hospital management.  We 
also provide clean water, at no cost, for 
pregnant women, who take their medication 
in our presence.”

We therefore advocate that Malaria 
treatment and eradication, be handled with 
utmost attention and dispatch.

Eliminating malaria
in Nigeria
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eoples Democratic Party PB o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s 
Chairman, Walid Jibrin, 

has resigned, according to 
reports: In the words of  Jibrin;

“I am stepping down as the 
chairman of  BoT. I am stepping 
down to make it easier for all of  
us,” he said at a BoT and 
National Executive Committee 
meeting on Thursday in Abuja.

Former President of  the 
Senate of  Nigeria, Adolphus 
Wabara (from Abia State), has 
since been appointed as the new 
BoT chairman.

Jibrin's resignation occurred 
amid agitation by the southern 
caucus of  the PDP for the party's 
national chairman, Iyorchia 
Ay u ,  t o  s t e p  d ow n  f o r  a 
southerner.

Governor Nyesom Wike of  
Rivers State and a former PDP 
Deputy National Chairman, 
Bode George, amongst other 
southern members of  the main 
opposition party had consistently 
demanded Ayu's resignation but 
the former senator maintained 
that he won't resign.

Earlier, Jibrin had said it is 
unfair  that  PDP produced 
presidential candidate in the 
person of  Atiku Abubakar 

(Adamawa State), and Ayu 
(Benue State) both from the 
north.

The Nasarawa-born chieftain 
had said he was willing to 
sacrifice his office for peace to 
reign in the party.

It could be recalled that 
Rivers State Governor, Nyesom 
Wike, recently slammed the 
National Chairman of  the 
Peoples  Democrat ic  Par ty 
(PDP) ,  Iyorch ia  Ayu,  for 
showing “ingratitude” and 
“arrogance” after he was assisted 
to get the seat of  the national 
chairmanship of  the party.

“These children you said we 
are, brought you from nothing,” 
the governor said during the 
commissioning of  Omerelu 
Internal roads in the Ikwerre 
Local Government Area of  the 
state.

Wike challenged Ayu to 
show himself  as a man of  honour 
and integrity by fulfilling his 
promise that he would vacate the 
c h a i r m a n s h i p  s e a t  i f  t h e 
northern region produces the 
presidential candidate of  the 
party.

The party's strongman said, 
“Somebody said those of  you 
who said the right thing must be 

done are boys; they are children. 
You can imagine what power can 
do. You can imagine how the 
ingratitude; how people can be 
ingrates.

“I thought as a chairman of  a 
party who wants to win the 
election, your business is to bring 
peace to the party; your business 
is not to divide your party, your 
b u s i n e s s  i s  n o t  t o  s h o w 
arrogance.

“ D r  A y u  s a i d  w e  a r e 
children. Yes, the children 
brought you to be chairman of  
the party, the children brought 
you from the gutter to make you 
chairman.

“Ayu, you were impeached 
as Senate President, Ayu you 
were sacked by (former President 
Olusegun) Obasanjo in his 
adminis t rat ion two t imes. 
Arrogance cannot take you 
anywhere.”

He also said the N14bn PDP 
realised from the sale of  forms for 
the party's primaries last May 
must be judiciously used.

His comment is the latest in 
the calls for Ayu to quit the 
par ty 's  chairmanship after 
former Vice President Atiku 
Abubakar (from Adamawa 
State) emerged as the presidential 

candidate of  the PDP in May.
Ayu, who hails from Benue 

State in northern Nigeria, had in 
October said he would vacate the 
chairmanship seat if  the region 
produces the PDP presidential 
candidate. But on Wednesday, he 
said he won't resign.

Earlier, the PDP Board of  
Trustees (BoT) Chairman, Walid 
Jibrin, and a northerner from 
Nasarawa State agreed that it is 
unfair for the party to have its 
presidential candidate and 
national chairman from the same 
region.

Back to the history. the 
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 
National Chairman, Iyorchia 
Ayu, had earlier affirmed that he 
will not succumb to calls from 
some quarters for him to resign 
his position.

Ayu stressed that such calls 
are  coming f rom pol i t ical 
amateurs who lack a basic 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  P D P ' s 
principles. The former senator 
asserted that he was elected by 
Nigerians and members of  the 
opposition party to that exalted 
p o s i t i o n  b a s e d  o n  P D P ' s 
guidelines.

According to reports, after 
losing the PDP presidential 

p r i m a r y  t o  f o r m e r  V i c e 
Presidential Atiku Abubakar 
(from Adamawa State); Rivers 
State Governor, Nyesom Wike, 
o u t l i n e d  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r 
remaining within the party.

O n e  o f  t h e  r e p o r t e d 
conditions is that Ayu, who hails 
f rom Benue State,  a lso in 
northern Nigeria, must resign.

But in his response, Ayu 
stressed that he will not resign 
because some people are not 
comfortable with having him 
around.

“I was voted as PDP national 
chairman to serve for four years, I 
am not even a year old on the 
position,” the former lawmaker 
said during an interview with 
BBC Hausa.

“At iku ' s  v ic tor y  a t  the 
nat ional  pr imaries  has no 
nothing to do with the party's 
leadership; I was the bonafide 
winner of  the election. We acted 
within the dictates of  the PDP 
constitution.

“I have not violated any 
rules; in fact, I am working to 
bring reforms to the party. I am 
tr uly  not  bothered by the 
unnecessary controversy being 
generated,” Ayu maintained.

PDP BoT Chair, Jibrin resigns, Wabara takes over
…As Rivers Gov. Wike poised for showdown

…Accuses Ayu of  “ingratitude” and “arrogance”

Jubrin Wabara

Wike Ayu



igeria carried out a 

Ncomprehensive pension 
reform in 2004 with the 

enactment of  Pension Reform Act 
(PRA) 2004, which established 
the Contributory Pension Scheme 
(CPS). Prior to the pension 
reform, the Pension Act 1990 was 
of  universal application to all 
employees of  Public Services of  
the Federation, States and Local 
Governments. However, the law 
was repealed by Section 99(1)(a) 
of  PRA 2004 and again by Section 
117(2) a) of  PRA 2014. These 
repeals, left employees of  States 
and Local Governments without 
laws to protect their pension 
rights. This is because both PRAs 
2004 was applicable only to the 
Federal Public Service and the 
private sector. The same goes for 
PRA 2014. Two years into the 
coming into force of  the PRA 
2004 and the establishment of  the 
CPS, no state government had 
enacted a law to replace the 
Repealed Pension Act 1990 to 
protected the pension rights of  its 
workers as provided for in the 
Constitution. Worried by this 
situation, in 2006, the National 
Pension Commission (PenCom) 
established under Section 14(1) of  
PRA 2004 to among other things, 
regulate, supervise and ensure the 
ef fect ive administrat ion of  
pension matters and retirement 
benefits in Nigeria, approached 
the National Council of  States on 
the issue, and presented a draft 
Bill to the Council, for considered 
and adoption, to guide the states 
in fashioning out their pension 
l aw s . e n s u r e  t h e  e f f e c t i ve 
administration of  pension matters 
and re t i rement  benef i t s  in 
Nigeria, approached the National 
Council of  States on the issue, and 
presented a draft Bill to the 
Council, for considered and 
adoption, to guide the states in 
fashioning out their pension laws.

The Council decided that 
states should adopt the CPS for 
employees of  states and local 
governments. The Council further 
decided that state governments 
should submit draft Bills, similar 
to  the draft Bill presented by 
PenCom, to their Houses of  
Assembly for enactment into 
laws.

Information provided by 
PenCom in her Second Quarter 
2022 Report states that as at June 
2022, twenty five (25) states have 
enacted laws on Contributory 
Pension Scheme (CPS). They are 
Lagos, FCT, Benue, Kebbi, Niger, 
Rivers, Ogun, Bayelsa, Kogi, 
Anambra, Abia, Taraba, Imo, 
Sokoto, Adamawa, Ebonyi, 
Nasarawa, Enugu and Oyo. Five 
(5) states have enacted laws on 
Contributory Defined Benefits 
Scheme (CDBS).  They are 
Jigawa, Kano, Yobe, Gombe and 
Zamfara. This leaves eight (8) 
states, namely Kwara, Plateau, 
Cross River,  Borno, Awka Ibom, 
Bauchi ,  Kats ina  and Yobe 

without any pension law for the 
states' public servants since 
pension reform was carried out in 
the country in 2004. I will be 
referring to these states as the “red 
states”.

The 'Red States'
Eighteen years down the line 

of  pension reforms in the country, 
these eight states have not moved 
beyond the bill level in enacting 
pension laws for employees of  
their States public service. The 
fact below speak for themselves.

Kwara: Kwara State presented 
Bill on CPS before the State 
House of  Assembly in 2016 and at 
today the State is still at the Bill 
level. Bukola Saraki ruled for two 
terms of  eight years – 29th May 
2003 to 29th May 2011. He 
installed Abdulfatah Ahmed, 
who also ruled for two terms of  
eight years – 29th May, 2011 to 
29th May 2019. The incumbent 
G o v e r n o r ,  A b d u l r a z a q 
Abdulraham became governor of  
the state with effect from 29th 
May 2019. Kwara State has no 
pension law to protect the pension 
rights of  employees of  the public 
service of  the State. It is on record 
that in 2010, Kwara State enacted 
a  l aw  fo r  the  paym ent  o f  
outrageous pension to governors 
and deputy governors of  the State.

Akwa Ibom: Akwa Ibom 
State has not moved from the Bill 
level. Victor Attah held sway for 
eight years as the Governor of  the 
state from 29th May, 1999 to 29th 
May, 2007.  Godswill Akpabio 
succeeded him and spent eight 
years from 29th May 2007 to 29th 
May, 2015. Udoh Emmanuel, the 
incumbent, is on his second 
tenure having been installed by 
Akpabio on 29th May, 2015. 
However, before his exit in 2015, 

Akpab io  gu ided  the  S ta t e  
Assembly to enact an outrageous 
pension law for the benefit of  
those who have served the State as 
governors and deputy governors.

Plateau: Plateau State drafted 
a a Bill on CPS in 2016 . The draft 
Bill has been in the State House of  
Assembly since then. Joshua 
Dariye was Governor of  the State 
from 29th May, 1999 to 18th May, 
2004; Chris Alli came in as 
Interim Administrator of  the state 
from 18th May, 2004 to 18th 
November, 2004; Joshua Dariye 
returned as Governor on 18th 
November, 2004 and left Office on 
13th November, 2006; Micheal 
Boatman: 13th November, 2006 
to 27th April, 2007; Joshua 
Dariye resurrection ted from 
27April, 2007 to 29th May, 2007. 
He was succeeded by Jonah Jang: 
29th May, 2007 to 29th May2015. 
The current helmsman is Simon 
Lalong:  29th  May,  2015 – 
incumbent.

Cross River:  Cross River 
drafted a Bill on CPS in 2012 and 
the state remains at Bill level to 
date. Donald Duke was Governor 
from 29th May, 1999 to 29th May, 
2007. He handed over the baton to  
Liyel Imoke was at the helms of  
affairs in the state from 29th May, 
2007 to 29th May 2015. The 
current Governor, Benedict 
A y a d e  m o v e d  i n t o  t h e 
Government House on 29th May, 
2015 and remains in control.

Bauchi: Bauchi drafted a Bill 
on Contributory Defined Benefits 
Scheme (CDBS) in 2015 and went 
to sleep on the matter. Ahmad 
Adamu Muazu was Governor of  
the state from 29th May, 1999 to 
29th May, 2007. He handed over 
power to Malam Isa Yuguda, who 
ruled the state from 29th May, 
2007 to 29th May, 2015 before 

handing over the baton to  A. 
Abubaka who was in control  29th 
May, 2015 to 29th May, 2019. The 
incumbent, Bala Mohammed 
came into Office on 29th May, 
2019.

Borno: Borno state drafted a 
Bill on CPS in 2008, when Ali 
Modu Sherrif  who came into 
Office in 29th May, 2003 was at 
the helmsman. He left on 29th 
May, 2011, handing over to 
Kashim Shettima on 29th May, 
2011. Shettima left office on 29th 
May, 2019, paving the way for the 
incumbent Baba Gani Zulum.

K a t s i n a :  U m a r u  M u s a 
Yar'Adua who became President 
of  Nigeria, was Governor of  the 
state from 29th May, 1999 – 29th 
May, 2007. Ibrahim Shema took 
over from him and was in office 
from 29th May, 2007 – 2015. In 
2017, the incumbent Governor, 
Amino Bello Masari who came 
into office on 29th May, 2015 
supervised the drafting of  a Bill on 
CDBS and then decided that the 
law is not a priority so he has 
ignored the Bill and allowed it as 
an archival document at the State 
House of  Assembly.

Yobe: The state is without a 
Bill. Abubaka Abba Ibrahim was 
the Governor of  the state from 
29th May, 1999 – 29th May, 2007. 
He handed over to Maman Bello 
Ali on 29th May, 2007 and left 
office on 27th January, 2009. He 
also handed over to Ibrahim 
Gaidam on  27th January, 2009  
who ruled the state up to 29th 
May, 2019. The incumbent 
Governor, Mai Mala Buni came 
on board on 29th May, 2019.

The implications of  the 

actions and inactions of  the 
Governors of  these “red states” 
are both legal and moral.

Legal Implications
Payment of  pension to a 

retired employee, especially and 
employee of  either the public 
service of  the Federation, state or 
local government is part of  the 
e m p l o y e e ' s  c o n t r a c t  o f  
employment. Employment in any 
of  the public services in Nigeria is 
covered by statutory flavour that 
is by law. A contract is a legally 
enforceable agreement between 
two parties. In the instant case, 
between the  employer  and 
employee, that creates, defines, 
and governs mutual rights and 
obligations. An employer is 
required by law to give an 
employee written statement of  
h i s / h e r  p a r t i c u l a r s  o f  
employment containing certain 
key pieces of  information that are 
set in statute. Section 7(1) of  the 
Labour Act CAP 198 Laws of  the 
Federation of  Nigeria 2004 
provides that “Not later than three 
months after the beginning of  a 
worker's period of  employment 
with an employer, the employer 
shall give to the worker a written 
statement specifying…….”. It 
therefore goes that an employer 
must give an employee details of  
any terms and conditions relating 
t o  p e n s i o n s  a n d  p e n s i o n s 
schemes. Often this information is 
put into the employment contract. 
The employment contract may 
include these details by reference 
to another document, like the 
Pension Reform Act 2014 for 
Public Service of  the Federation, 
the Federal Capital Territory and 
affected Private Sector employers, 
Section 7(3) of  Labour Act CAP 
198. This is 
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What the Supreme Court ruling has done 
is to confer legitimacy on the results as 
announced by Chebukati on August 15. 
Future reviews of the ruling may well 

indicate that the Court downplayed some 
of the limitations of the election, while 
focussing heavily on the sensational and 

conspiracy-laden submissions by the 
petitioners, but the position of the law 
today is that Ruto's election stands. For 
Ruto's supporters, this will strengthen 

their belief in Kenya's democracy that it is 
indeed possible for the child of the poor 
to aspire to the highest position in the 
land. Except that Ruto had long ago 

moved from being a poor hustler, without 
a dynasty to a ranking member of the 

Kenyan establishment. For establishment 
figures like Kenyatta and Odinga, they are 
now under pressure to act like statesmen. 
As the Supreme Court delivered its ruling, 

anxious young Kenyans watched the 
proceedings on big screens on the streets 

of the Rift Valley of Eldoret and in 
Nakuru and Mt. Kenya: strongholds of 

the main gladiators.

Ruto

“

By Reuben Abati 



his week was Mercy TJohnson's birthday 
and of  course, we 

were completely stunned 
by her birthday fashion 
editorial. 

Actor, Mercy Johnson 
had her birthday this week 
and Ceo Luminee designed 
the outfits. She created a 
three-in-one gown for her 
birthday, reinventing a 
wedding gown to celebrate 
her wedding anniversary. 

The illusion of  broken 
glass is interesting, this 
gown is bridal inspired. She 
took some pictures with her 

nother week and 

Acertainly another 
slay.

Celebrities trooped in 
a n d  o u t  f o r  e v e n t s , 
birthdays and just good ol' 
photoshoots. 

As usual, we have our 
col lect ion of  the best 
pictures of  the week. 

Mercy Johnson 
Mercy made us green 

with envy in this beautiful 
green gown she wore for 
her birthday. 

Angel Smith 

family, and it looked like a 
proper wedding ceremony. 

This second outfit is a 
nude gown by the same 
designer is one a bride can 
consider for her reception. 
The interplay of  beads and 
feathers is extraordinary. 

Also, take note of  the 
hairstyling and how she 
used the beads on her, 
gorgeous. 

In the next picture, she 
looked like a fine Igbo 
bride. The golden cleavage, 
the corset, the gloves and 
everything was perfect 
about this outfit. 

Did anyone say hot girl 
summer? Summer may be 
over but Angel is still 
turning up the heat. 

Maria Chike 
M a r i a  w a s  a s o - e b i 

fantastic in this nude-
coloured gown. 

Lola Omotayo 
Lola served it hot and 

fiery for her 50th birthday. 
Nengi 
Nengi put her foot on 

our neck and refused to let it 
up in this green two-piece. 
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Mercy Johnson's birthday pictures are giving bridal inspiration 

Echoes best celebrity pictures
on Instagram this week
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he Anambra State TG o v e r n m e n t , 
Ministry of  Culture, 

Entertainment and Tourism 
h a s  t e m p o r a r y  s e a l e d 
Wintess Garden Hotel and 
S u i t e s ,  I f i t e ,  A w k a , 
Anambra State over alleged 
public sex scandal. Recall 
that there was a video of  sex 
party allegedly held at the 
h o t e l  i n  I f i t e,  Aw k a , 
Anambra State by persons 
s a i d  t o  b e  s t u d e n t 
influencers and promoters 
o f  N n a m d i  A z i k i w e 
University, Awka which had 
created sad reactions from 
the public. According to the 

m o  E nv i r o n m e n t a l IT r a n s f o r m a t i o n 
C o m m i s s i o n 

(ENTRACO) has begun the 
enforcement of  desilting of  
drainages in Owerri as part 
of  the sanitation of  the city, 
to also forestall issues of  
flooding in the state.

Blocked drainages has 
been  ident i f ied  by  the 
commission as one of  the 
root causes of  flooding in the 
city,  hence the general 
des i l t ing  o f  d ra inages 
became paramount.

The commission sent 
letters of  notification to 
occupants of  houses in 
Owerri metropolis to remove 

ueen Elizabeth II, Qthe longest-reigning 
Bri t i sh monarch 

whose rule spanned seven 
decades, died on Thursday 
a t  t h e  a g e  o f  9 6 , 
Buckingham Palace has 
announced.

Elizabeth ascended to 
the throne in 1952, on the 
death of  her father, King 
George VI. She oversaw the 
last throes of  the British 
empire, weathered global 

every obstacle blocking the 
smooth desilting process to 
enhance easy access to the 
drainages. 

It is however regrettable 
to note that occupants of  the 
houses along the roads 
w h e r e  t h e  d r a i n a g e s 
traverses are still adamant on 
removes belongings causing 
obstruction to easy access to 
the drainages.

C o n s e q u e n t l y,  t h e 
commission began a show of  
force on Thursday morning 
starting from Wetheral road 
to enforce the removal of  
obstacles that could hinder 
the smooth desilting exercise 
of  the commission.

upheaval and domestic 
scandal, and dramatically 
modernized the monarchy.

She died at Balmoral 
Castle in Scotland after 
doctors  said they had 
become concerned about 
her health on Thursday.

Elizabeth ruled over the 
United Kingdom and 14 
o the r  Commonwea l th 
realms, and became one of  
the most  recognizable 
women ever to have lived. 
H e r  s o n ,  C h a r l e s , 
immediately became King 
upon her death.

said event flyer, the event 
was held on 03 September 
2022 at Wintess Garden 
A n e x ,  I f i t e ,  A w k a , 
Anambra State.

In the video, the alleged 
students were seen in series 
of  pornographic activities in 
the full glare of  all who 
stood to watch. The video 
which showed several male 
and female partners who 
were making out with each 
other, is said to have been 
r e c o r d e d  a t  W i n t e s s 
Garden, a hotel that is 
located very close to the 
institution.

Earlier,  the school 

management and Students 
Union Government noted 
in a disclaimer that the 
s tudents  are  not  the i r 
students and the event 
wasn't organized by her 
students.

In its response, Wintess 
Garden Hotels and Suits 
also issued a disclaimer 
stating that such event never 
occured in their premises. 
However, a visit to Ifite 
revealed that a public notice 
has been placed at the 
entrance of  the hotel. It 
stated that the hotel has 
been sealed temporarily, by 
the Ministry of  Culture, 
E n t e r t a i n m e n t  a n d 
Tourism, Anambra State 
Government.

mo State Governor, IS e n a t o r  H o p e 
U z o d i m m a  h a s 

challenged presidential 
a n d  g o v e r n o r s h i p 
c a n d i d a t e s  o f  o t h e r 
political parties in the 
forth coming 2023 general 
elections to a national 
d e b a t e  o n  t h e i r 
a n t e c e d e n t s  a n d 
manifesto. Uzodimma 
threw this challenge in his 
address during a seminar 
o r g a n i z e d  f o r  A l l 
Progressives Congress 
(APC) candidates in the 
S o u t h  E a s t ,  h e l d 
Thursday at Rockview 
Hotel, Owerri, the Imo 

State capital.
He described APC as 

the only political party 
with structures at polling 
booth levels across the 
country, adding that there 
is no power on earth that 
will stop the APC from 
w i n n i n g  t h e  2 0 2 3 
presidential and other 
e l e c t i o n s  a c r o s s  t h e 
country, except God.

H e  u r g e d  t h e 
candidates to take their 
destinies in their hands, 
promising that leadership 
of  the party in the zone 
w i l l  s u p p o r t  t h e m , 
p r o p o s e d  a  u n i f i e d 
c a m p a i g n ,  w h e r e b y 

candidates at all levels will 
work passionately for the 
victory of  their colleagues 
across board.

"If  you are a House of  
Assembly candidate and 
win your election, and the 
House of  Representatives 
candidate in your area did 
not win, I will go to the 
tribunal and cancel your 
own victory. It is total 
v i c t o r y  f o r  A P C 
candidates or no victory at 
a l l  f o r  a n y  s i n g l e 
candidate". In her speech 
House of  Representatives 
member for Abia state 
c o n s t i t u e n c y,  H o n . 
Nkeiru Onyejiocha, urged 
APC candidates in the 

South East and their 
s u p p o r t e r s  t o  d o 
everything in their powers 
and within the ambit of  
law to win their election, 
which he said will make 
South East to become 
relevant in the central 
government. She posited 
that any state where the 
APC did not win will not 
get ministerial position 
and cautioned all within 
the party who may be 
saying they will not work 
for Tinubu, based on any 
sentiment, arguing that 
Tinubu is from the South 
and must be supported by 
all Southerners.

Porn Party at Anambra hotel:
Govt seals off facility
….They are not our students – Nnamdi Azikiwe University
...Sex party never happened in our outfit – Hotel management

 Wintess Garden hotel sealed by the Anambra State Government, Ministry of Culture, Entertainment and Tourism

Imo ENTRACO begins
forced evacuation of
obstacles on drainage in
Owerri metropolis
….Seals off  structures of  erring residents

Uzodimma challenges candidates of other
political parties to national debate

Queen Elizabeth II dies,
Buckingham Palace
announces

By Jennifer John
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he bubble has again Tburst for investors 
in "Pepsi", a ponzi 

company which came into 
existence in Abia state in 
the first week of  July, 2022. 
The Ponzi organisation 
which came into existence 
in Umuahia around mid-
July, through person-to-
p e r s o n  n e t w o r k i n g , 
claimed to be a subsidiary 
of  the International Cola 
beverage company, PEPSI 
of  the United States of  
America, with offers of  
o ve r  2 5 %  r e t u r n s  t o 
investors, attracted long 
stretch of  customers. This 
crash is happening exactly 
two years after an owner of  
another ponzi company 
ca l led  Cr ypto  Onl ine 
Money with office at No.2 
A b a  r o a d  U m u a h i a , 
suddenly fled his duty post 
after allegedly collecting 
more than N200m from 
d i f f e ren t  pe r sons.  To 
confuse the investors, the 
promoters of  this fake 
PEPSI company of  2022 
used the same logo, colour 
and design of  the original 
appearance of  PEPSI to 
emphasize that they were 
g e n u i n e  a n d  t h e s e 
strategies got hundreds of  
Abia residents, especially 
those in Umuahia, Aba, 
Ikwuano etc to invest their 
hard-earned money in it 
with the hope of  reaping 
bountiful harvest.

Some promoters of  
PEPSI claimed that the 
company was a department 
through which the world's 
beverage giant had mapped 
out to help millions of  poor 
people across the globe and 
this appeal in marketing got 
many subscribers to rush 
i n t o  i t ,  w i t h  s o m e 
withdrawing their money 
saved in conventional 
commerc ia l  banks  in 
U m u a h i a  a n d  A b a , 
depositing them in the 
online company, PEPSI.

Though they  did not 
have any residential office 
in Nigeria the promoters 
increased from person to 
person as an investor is 
required to still introduce 
about two more persons to 
invest, to be able to qualify 
for cash-out when due, or 
f o r  m o r e  ' b o n u s '  o n 
investment.

Among the highest list 
of  investors were civil 
servants in Abia State civil 

s e r v i c e  a n d  l o c a l 
government service. Others 
were traders, Journalists, 
drivers, church members, 
and even treasurers of  
group meetings as well 
s o m e  t r e a s u r e r s  a n d 
members of  some youths 
social clubs.

For instance, if  a person 
invests N10,000 he was 
expected to reap around 
N13,000 and above  and 
t h i s  wa s  ex p e c t e d  t o 
increase in value if  such 
person  re fe r red  more 
'investor' or increased his or 
her 'stake' in investment.

It was claimed that 
early investors reaped a lot 
of  profit before the next 
chain of  subscribers joined, 
oblivious that the PEPSI 
organizat ion  was  not 
founded by PEPSI of  
America neither is it really 
connected with it.

In an effort to clear the 
air on the authenticity of  
the scheme, News Echo 
a p p r o a c h e d  a  s e n i o r 
manager of  7up Bottling 
Company who was in 
charge of  Umuahia, to find 
out if  he was aware of  the 
development.

But to the dismay of  the 
r e p o r t e r,  t h e  S e n i o r 
M a n a g e r  o f  t h e  7 u p 
pointedly told this reporter 
that he never heard of  such 
organisation, saying, “This 
is my first time of  hearing 
this."

He  added  tha t  h i s 
company was not involved 
in  such  bus iness  and 
warned the general public 
against patronizing the so-
called PEPSI investment.

The Manager,  who 
expressed surprise at how 
the people would use the 
n a m e  o f  a  r e p u t a b l e 
company like the world's 
beverage giant to dupe 
people,  however,  said 
anybody duped in the 
process had himself  or 
herself  to blame.

“I am not even aware of  
the existence of  the PEPSI 
you are talking about. For 
clarity purpose, we are not 
aware and are not involved 
in such promotion, never! 
We are not aware."

How it crashed
Some v ic t ims  who 

c o u l d  n o t  h i d e  t h e i r 
involvement anymore have 
opened up to News Echo 
o n  h ow  t h e i r  m o n e y 
entered 'voice mail'. One of  
such victim who said he is a 
staff  of  one of  the local 

governments in Abia State 
explained that it was his 
colleagues in office who 
convinced him to join the 
i nve s t m e n t ,  w i t h  t h e 
assurance that he would 
become a millionaire by 
December. The victim, 
who looked troubled as he 
talked to News Echo said 
his desire to make it in life 
made him to sell his own 
portion of  a family land 
recently shared in his 
family.  According to the 
victim, who  identified 
himself  as Zebulon  Ndu, 
he is presently  in the 
greatest storm of  his life as 
he had lost his only priced 
asset.

“The man who bought 

h e  F e d e r a l TGovernment has 
formal ly  taken 

over the ownership of  
King David University of  
Medical Sciences, Uburu, 
Ebonyi state pursuant to a 
presidential promise by 
President Buhari in May 

this year.
In a ceremony held in 

the conference room of  the 
Federal Ministry of  Health, 
Abuja, a memorandum of  
understanding (MOU) to 
that effect was signed. 
Speaking at the ceremony, 
Governor David Umahi 
s a i d  t h e  i d e a  o f  t h e 
university was borne out of  
the desire to save the life of  

the people, serve them well 
and stem medical tourism. 
“Apar t  from the huge 
revenue we would save 
from our people traveling 
abroad,  we  would  be 
b r i n g i n g  wo r l d  c l a s s 
medical services home. 
That way, we are saving the 
lives of  our people and 
earning foreign exchange 
from the foreigners coming 
f o r  t r e a t m e n t ”  h e 
explained.  Umahi further 
explained that the beautiful 
university environment 
was beyond what a state 
could manage prompting 
t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  w h o 
commissioned it in May, to 

pronounce the takeover by 
the Federal Government. 
C o r r o b o r a t i n g  t h e 
statements of  the governor, 
the Honourable Minister of  
Health said the Federal 
Government had to take 
over the university because 
of  its strategic importance 
to the overall healthcare 
p l a n s  o f  t h e  Fe d e r a l 
G o v e r n m e n t .  “ T h e 
institution is very ready and 
well equipped with state of  
the art facilities. We have 
confirmed the standards 
and we are very excited to 
be taking it over. I will soon 
be there to physically take it 
over” Prof  Ehanire said.

the land from me has 
already fenced it, surveyed 
i t  a n d  c o m m e n c e d 
building. I am finished", 
said Ndu. Another victim, 
who pleaded anonymity 
revealed, said she used the 
money meant  for  the 
school fees her two sons 
s t u d y i n g 
Medicine/Surgery and 
a c c o u n t a n c y  i n  t h e 
University to invest in the 
now crashed company. The 
two victims revealed that 
their attempts to cash out 
with principal investment 
and supposed accrued 
profits were rebuffed as the 
network platform kept 
closing and reopening.

They said they thought 

the situation was the usual 
telecom network hitches 
experienced by telephone 
subscribers in Nigeria. But 
as hours turned to days and 
days turned to weeks, the 
dashboard started releasing 
some messages assuring 
t h e  a n x i e t y - s t r i c k e n 
investors that all was well. 
But up to 8th September 
w h e n  t h i s  r e p o r t e r 
approached one of  the 
victims, he still said his 
N75, 000 was gone as he 
could not access the money 
again. Asked about their 
next line of  action, some of  
the victims told News Echo 
they had taken it in good 
faith while others said they 
may sue  the i r  master 

introducers.
N D I C  w a r n e d 

Nigerians
D e s p i t e  r e p e a t e d 

warnings by the Nigeria 
D e p o s i t  I n s u r a n c e 
C o r p o r a t i o n  ( N D I C ) 
against the patronage of  
unconventional banking 
systems, it has not slowed 
down the trend as one 
group or the other had 
continued to spring up, 
even after the crash of  
popular 'MMM' six years 
ago. Efforts to speak with 
the Abia State Police Public 
Relat ions Off icer,  Mr 
Geoffrey Ogbonna on the 
matter could not yield any 
fruit.

n the early hours of  Itoday, the founder of  
the Mountain of  Holy 

g h o s t  I n t e r v e n t i o n 
Del iverance  Minis t r y, 
Prophet Odumeje who's 
p o p u l a r l y  k n o w n  a s 
“indabosky”, took to his 
social  media pages to 
release new prophecies for 
the Igbos and their Leaders.

P r o p h e t  O d u m e j e 
Indabosky began by saying 
that most Southeastern 
states across Nigeria are in a 
sorry state because the 
Igbos are not united in any 
form. He prophesied that 
God revealed to him there 
would be hunger if  the 
Igbos are not united.

According to him, if  
they do not look for ways to 
have a single voice, they 
would suffer and become 
homeless if  they keep 
agitating for a divided 
Nigeria.

O d u m e j e  a s k e d  a 
question saying that since 
the year the Igbos have been 
clamoring for secession, 
have they developed?. He 
made mention of  roads in 
Enugu, Awka and Onitsha 
where roads are extremely 
u n f i x e d .  H e  a l s o 
prophesied that if  the 
Ohanaeze Ndi'igbo does 
not have a collective voice, 
they would regret at the end 
because there would be 
protests, massive killing 
and internally displaced 
people.

The prophet added that 

most Igbo leaders who are 

not using their political 

power rightly might not live 

long. Based on this reason, 

Odumeje urged that Igbo 

leaders should at least make 

life pleasant for the children 

they will be leaving behind

Crashed! Like MMM, like Pepsi! 

Another ponzi company, "PEPSI" crashes in Umuahia,
investors lose Millions
…. “I sold my only plot, invested it in PEPSI", says young victim

…. “ASUU strike made me invest my sons N500, 000 school fees," woman cries
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

FG officially takes over King David University
of Medical Sciences
By David Eze,
 Abakaliki

Igbos will become homeless
if they keep agitating for
Biafra – Prophet Odumeje

Odumeje
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igeria carried out a 

Nc o m p r e h e n s i v e 
pension reform in 2004 

with the enactment of  Pension 
Reform Act (PRA) 2004, which 
established the Contributory 
Pension Scheme (CPS). Prior to 
the pension reform, the Pension 
Act 1990 was of  universal 
application to all employees of  
P u b l i c  S e r v i c e s  o f  t h e 
Federation, States and Local 
Governments. However, the law 
was repealed by Section 99(1)(a) 
of  PRA 2004 and again by 
Section 117(2) a) of  PRA 2014. 
These repeals, left employees of  
States and Local Governments 
without laws to protect their 
pension rights. This is because 
both PRAs 2004 was applicable 
only to the Federal Public 
Service and the private sector. 
The same goes for PRA 2014. 
Two years into the coming into 
force of  the PRA 2004 and the 
establishment of  the CPS, no 
state government had enacted a 
law to replace the Repealed 
Pension Act 1990 to protected 
the pension rights of  its workers 
a s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  t h e 
Constitution. Worried by this 
situation, in 2006, the National 
Pension Commission (PenCom) 
established under Section 14(1) 
of  PRA 2004 to among other 
things, regulate, supervise and 

e n s u r e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e 
administration of  pension 
matters and retirement benefits 
in Nigeria, approached the 
National Council of  States on 
the issue, and presented a draft 
B i l l  t o  t h e  C o u n c i l ,  f o r 
considered and adoption, to 
guide the states in fashioning out 
their pension laws.

The Council decided that 
states should adopt the CPS for 
employees of  states and local 
governments. The Council 
fur ther decided that state 
governments should submit 
draft Bills, similar to  the draft 
Bill presented by PenCom, to 
their Houses of  Assembly for 
enactment into laws.

Information provided by 
PenCom in her Second Quarter 
2022 Report states that as at 
June 2022, twenty five (25) 
states have enacted laws on 
Contributory Pension Scheme 
(CPS). They are Lagos, FCT, 
Benue, Kebbi, Niger, Rivers, 
Ogun, Bayelsa, Kogi, Anambra, 
Abia, Taraba, Imo, Sokoto, 
Adamawa, Ebonyi, Nasarawa, 
Enugu and Oyo. Five (5) states 
h a v e  e n a c t e d  l a w s  o n 
Contributory Defined Benefits 
Scheme (CDBS). They are 
Jigawa, Kano, Yobe, Gombe 
and Zamfara. This leaves eight 
(8) states,  namely Kwara, 
Plateau, Cross River,  Borno, 

Awka Ibom, 
B a u c h i , 
Katsina and 
Yobe without 
any pension 
law for the 
states' public 
servants since 
p e n s i o n 
reform was 
carried out in 
the country 
in 2004. I will 
be referring 
to these states 
as the “red 
states”.

The 'Red 
States'

Eighteen 
years down 
the l ine of  
p e n s i o n 
reforms in the 
c o u n t r y , 
these  e ight 
s tates  have 
n o t  m ove d 
beyond the 
bill level in 
e n a c t i n g 
pension laws 
f o r 
employees of  
their States 
p u b l i c 
service. The 
f a c t  b e l ow 

speak for themselves.
K w a r a :  K w a r a  S t a t e 

presented Bill on CPS before the 
State House of  Assembly in 
2016 and at today the State is 
still at the Bill level. Bukola 
Saraki ruled for two terms of  
eight years – 29th May 2003 to 
29th May 2011. He installed 
Abdulfatah Ahmed, who also 
ruled for two terms of  eight 
years – 29th May, 2011 to 29th 
May 2019. The incumbent 
G o v e r n o r ,  A b d u l r a z a q 
Abdulraham became governor 
of  the state with effect from 29th 
May 2019. Kwara State has no 
pension law to protect the 
pension rights of  employees of  
the public service of  the State. It 
is on record that in 2010, Kwara 
State enacted a law for the 
payment of  outrageous pension 
to  gover nors  and  de puty 
governors of  the State.

Akwa Ibom: Akwa Ibom 
State has not moved from the 
Bill level. Victor Attah held sway 
for eight years as the Governor 
of  the state from 29th May, 1999 
to 29th May, 2007.  Godswill 
Akpabio succeeded him and 
spent eight years from 29th May 
2007 to 29th May, 2015. Udoh 
Emmanuel, the incumbent, is 
on his second tenure having 
been installed by Akpabio on 
29th May, 2015. However, 
before his exit in 2015, Akpabio 

guided the State  Assembly to 
enact an outrageous pension law 
for the benefit of  those who have 
served the State as governors 
and deputy governors.

Pla teau:  Pla teau State 
drafted a a Bill on CPS in 2016 . 
The draft Bill has been in the 
State House of  Assembly since 
then.  Joshua  Dar iye  was 
Governor of  the State from 29th 
May, 1999 to 18th May, 2004; 
Chris Alli came in as Interim 
Administrator of  the state from 
1 8 t h  M ay,  2 0 0 4  t o  1 8 t h 
November, 2004; Joshua Dariye 
returned as Governor on 18th 
November, 2004 and left Office 
on 13th November,  2006; 
M i c h e a l  B o a t m a n :  1 3 t h 
November, 2006 to 27th April, 
2 0 0 7 ;  J o s h u a  D a r i y e 
resurrection ted from 27April, 
2007 to 29th May, 2007. He was 
succeeded by Jonah Jang: 29th 
May, 2007 to 29th May2015. 
The current helmsman is Simon 
Lalong: 29th May, 2015 – 
incumbent.

Cross River:  Cross River 
drafted a Bill on CPS in 2012 
and the state remains at Bill level 
to date. Donald Duke was 
Governor from 29th May, 1999 
to 29th May, 2007. He handed 
over the baton to  Liyel Imoke 
was at the helms of  affairs in the 
state from 29th May, 2007 to 
29th May 2015. The current 
Governor, Benedict Ayade 
moved into the Government 
House on 29th May, 2015 and 
remains in control.

Bauchi: Bauchi drafted a Bill 
on  Contr ibutor y  Def ined 
Benefits Scheme (CDBS) in 
2015 and went to sleep on the 
matter. Ahmad Adamu Muazu 
was Governor of  the state from 
29th May, 1999 to 29th May, 
2007. He handed over power to 
Malam Isa Yuguda, who ruled 
the state from 29th May, 2007 to 
29th May, 2015 before handing 
over the baton to  A. Abubaka 
who was in control  29th May, 
2015 to 29th May, 2019. The 
incumbent, Bala Mohammed 
came into Office on 29th May, 
2019.

Borno: Borno state drafted a 
Bill on CPS in 2008, when Ali 
Modu Sherrif  who came into 
Office in 29th May, 2003 was at 
the helmsman. He left on 29th 
May, 2011, handing over to 
Kashim Shettima on 29th May, 
2011. Shettima left office on 
29th May, 2019, paving the way 
for the incumbent Baba Gani 
Zulum.

Kats ina :  Umar u Musa 
Ya r ' A d u a  w h o  b e c a m e 
President of  Nigeria, was 
Governor of  the state from 29th 
May, 1999 – 29th May, 2007. 
Ibrahim Shema took over from 

him and was in office from 29th 
May, 2007 – 2015. In 2017, the 
incumbent Governor, Amino 
Bello Masari who came into 
off ice on 29th May, 2015 
supervised the drafting of  a Bill 
on CDBS and then decided that 
the law is not a priority so he has 
ignored the Bill and allowed it as 
an archival document at the 
State House of  Assembly.

Yobe: The state is without a 
Bill. Abubaka Abba Ibrahim 
was the Governor of  the state 
from 29th May, 1999 – 29th 
May, 2007. He handed over to 
Maman Bello Ali on 29th May, 
2007 and left office on 27th 
January, 2009. He also handed 
over to Ibrahim Gaidam on  
27th January, 2009  who ruled 
the state up to 29th May, 2019. 
The incumbent Governor, Mai 
Mala Buni came on board on 
29th May, 2019.

The implications of  the 
actions and inactions of  the 
Governors of  these “red states” 
are both legal and moral.

Legal Implications
Payment of  pension to a 

retired employee, especially and 
employee of  either the public 
service of  the Federation, state 
or local government is part of  
the employee's contract of  
employment. Employment in 
any of  the public services in 
Nigeria is covered by statutory 
flavour that is by law. A contract 
i s  a  l e g a l l y  e n f o r c e a b l e 
agreement between two parties. 
In the instant case, between the 
employer and employee, that 
creates, defines, and governs 
mutual rights and obligations. 
An employer is required by law 
to give an employee written 
statement of  his/her particulars 
of  employment containing 
c e r t a i n  k e y  p i e c e s  o f  
information that are set in 
statute. Section 7(1) of  the 
Labour Act CAP 198 Laws of  
the Federation of  Nigeria 2004 
provides that “Not later than 
three months after the beginning 
o f  a  w o r k e r ' s  p e r i o d  o f  
employment with an employer, 
the employer shall give to the 
worker a written statement 
specifying…….”. It therefore 
goes that an employer must give 
an employee details of  any 
terms and conditions relating to 
pensions and pensions schemes. 
Often this information is put 
into the employment contract. 
The employment contract may 
i n c l u d e  t h e s e  d e t a i l s  b y 
reference to another document, 
like the Pension Reform Act 
2014 for Public Service of  the 
Federation, the Federal Capital 
Territory and affected Private 
Sector employers, Section 7(3) 
of  Labour Act CAP 198. This is 

Public Service: Legal, moral implications
of the non enactment of pension laws

By Ivo Takor

Umahi



a common approach taken by 
employers.

The Federal Republic of  
Nigeria 1999 Constitution (as 
amended) guarantees the right 
to pension for employees of  
state governments. Section 210 
(1) of  the Constitution provides 
that “subject to the provisions of  
subsection (2)  of  this section, 
the right of  a person in the public 
service of  the state to receive 
pension or gratuity shall be 
regulated by law”. Subsection 
(2) provides that “any benefits to 
which a person is entitled in 
accordance with or under such 
law as is referred to in subsection 
(1)  of  this section shall not be 
withheld or altered to his 
disadvantage except to such 
extent as is permissible under 
any law including code of  
conduct”.

S e c t i o n  1 4 ( 1 ) o f  t h e 
Constitution provides that “The 
Federal Republic of  Nigeria 
shall be a State based on the 
principles of  democracy and 
social justice. Subsection (2)(b) 
provides that “security and 
welfare of  the people shall be the 
p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  o f  
government”. Section 17(3)(f)  
of  the Constitution provides 
that “children; young persons 
and the aged are protected 
a g a i n s t  a n y  ex p l o i t a t i o n 
whatsoever, and against moral 
and material neglect”. The non 
jus t i c iab le  na ture  o f  the 
provisions of  Chapter II of  the 
Constitution is noted. However, 
the welfare of  states public 
servants, with regards to their 
salaries and pensions is not 
gratuitous. They are issues 
imbedded in their employment 
contracts; guaranteed in extant 
L a b o u r  l a w s  a n d  t h e 
Constitution.

Gover nors  of  the “red 
s ta tes”  pas t  and present , 
governed and continue to 
govern their states in blatant 
disregard to and in the breach of  
the contractual relationship 
between them as employers and 
employees of  the state; extant 
Labour laws and the provisions 
of  the Constitution in matters 
affecting the pension of  public 
servants of  the states.

Moral Implication
The actions these past and 

present governors of  the “red 
s t a t e s ”  b o a r d e r  a l s o  o n 
immorality. Moral refers to 
what societies sanction as right  
and acceptable.  Moral i ty 
describe the particular values  of  
specific group at a point in time. 
The particular group one is 
narrowing down to at this point 
in time is the Nigeria Governors 
Forum in particular and the 
political class in general.

The actions of  the governors 
of  the “red states”, put to 
q u e s t i o n  m a r k  a s  t o  t h e 
importance and relevance of  the 
regular meetings of  the Nigeria 
Governors Forum. It is assumed 
that one of  the objectives of  
these meetings is for good 
governance, which also helps in 
the practicing of  peer review. 
Peer review is the evaluation of   
the work by one or more people 
with similar competence as the 
producers of  work (peers). It 
functions as a form of  self-
regulation by qualified members 
of  the profession within relevant 
field. Peer reviews are used to 
maintain quality standards, 
improve performance and 
provided credibility.

It will be erroneous for one 
to think or believe that there is 
no peer review among the 
governors. I submit that there is. 
The difference between us,  the 
ruled and them, the rulers is that 
our values and what we regard 
as high moral standards and 
theirs are different.

F i r s t  t h e r e  i s  a  c l a s s 
difference between the ruled and 
the rulers in Nigeria. The ruled 
are proletarians. The proletariat 
is the social class of  wage-
earners, those members of  the 
society whose only possession 
of  significant economic value is 
their labour power. On the other 
hand, Nigerian governors are 
members  of  the Nigerian 
predatory political ruling class. 
They see themselves as and 
b e h ave  l i k e  a r i s t o c r a t s ; 
patricians. Privileged class; high 
society; Lords.

It is this aristocratic class 
m e n t a l i t y  t h a t  h a s  b e e n 
motivating Nigerian governors 
generally, to believe that the 
services they rendered to their 
states for a period of  eight (8) 
years is more meritorious than 
the twenty five (25) to thirty five  
(35) years service of  public 
servants. In office, they and 
members of  their families have 
imbibed a free everything 
m e n t a l i t y .  F r e e 
accommodation, food, drinks, 
w a t e r ,  e l e c t r i c i t y , 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  m e d i c a l 
tourism, holidays abroad, you 
name it. It is this parasitic 
mentality that majority of  them 
want to continue in their life 
time in and out of  office by the 
enactment of  Pension Laws for 
G o v e r n o r s  a n d  D e p u t y 
Governors,  hiding behind 
S e c t i o n  1 2 4 ( 5 )  o f  t h e 
Constitution. The section 
provides that “Provision may be 
made by a Law of  a House of  
Assembly for the grant of  a 
pension or gratuity to or in 

respect of  a person who had held 
office as Governor or Deputy 
Governor and was not removed 
from I office as a result of  
impeachment; and any pension 
g ranted by v i r tue  of  any 
provision made in pursuant of  
this subsection shall be a charge 
upon the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund of  the state”.

T h e  f r a m e r s  o f  t h e 
Constitution when inserting 
S e c t i o n 1 2 4 ( 5 )  i n  t h e 
Constitution, did not take into 
consideration the fact that the 
principles of  separation of  
power in the Constitution will be 
scorned. They never dreamed 
that a day will come when State 
Houses  of  Assembly wi l l 
become “departments” in the 
offices of  State Governors. They 
never expected that Executive 
Bills will be passed within an 
hour,  wi thout  l eg i s la t ive 
scrutiny. Executive Bills go to 
States Houses of  Assembly only 
for endorsements. They also did 

not take into consideration the 
fact that aristocratic governance 
wi l l  become our  form of  
governance. If  only they had 
envisaged that pension will be 
given a different meaning. 
Pension to the Nigeria predatory 
aristocratic political ruling class 
means bogus terminal salary, 
including houses, bullet proof  
vehicles that are to be replaced at 
short intervals, retinue of  
domestic staff, security details, 
p e r s o n a l  a s s i s t a n t s  a n d 
provision for medical tourism.

The Way Forward
There have been judicial 

pronouncements on the issue of  
pension for former Governors, 
their deputies and other political 
office holders. That of  cause is 
an issue that may be discussed 
another day. The question is, 
faced with the blatant disregard 
and breach of  employment 
contracts states entered into 
w i t h  e m p l oye e s  o f  s t a t e 

governments; breach of  the 
provisions of  extant Labour 
laws as well as the provisions of  
the Constitution by these Lords 
in Government Houses and the 
obv ious  weakness  o f  the 
proletariats in the States, what 
then is the way forward.

The only hope for these 
employees lies in the hands of  
trade unions in the public sector 
and the two Labour Centers. 
These workers belong to Unions 
and the Unions are all affiliates 
of  either the Nigeria Labour 
Congress (NLC) or the Trade 
Union Congress (TUC). It is 
also time for retired employees 
and their unions approach the 
National Industrial Court for 
judicial pronouncements as it 
seems the nation no longer has 
shared national values and 
elected officials believe they are 
above the law.
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...Legal, moral implications of  the non enactment
of  pension laws

Gbajabiamila

Lawan Buhari
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Anambra Walk for life: Women advocates 
for political inclusiveness

(From right) Prof. Chike Okoye, Senator Victor Umeh and another LP candidate during the meeting in Awka, on Tuesday

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
nambra women 
group under the 
aegis of  Anambra 

Ultimate Business Women 
& Farmers Association of  
Nigeria (UBWFAN) during 
the weekend charged wom-
en to be more involved in 
Political activities in order 
take their pride of  place in 
the country and play sup-
portive roles in their homes 
to earn the respect of  their 
husbands at home.

Labour Party candidate 
for Awka North and South 
federal constituency Prof  
Liliana Orogbu made the 

call during the Walk For 
Life program and health 
talk organized by the Ulti-
mate Business Women And 
Farmers Association Of  Ni-
geria UBWFAN.

“The era of  it is a man’s 
thing has passed and we can 
only be counted in the poli-
tics and governance of  this 
country if  we get involved 
in Political activities.

“If  all of  us here who are 
members of  this associa-
tion numbering over eight 
thousand can stand and be 
counted at least we shall 
have some of  you in elective 
positions or political ap-
pointments and those burn-
ing issues about the welfare 

2023: NASS candidate tasks Anambra 
women on political participation 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

O
ver 8000 Anambra 
women have been 
charged to join poli-

tics; in order take their pride 
of  place in the country. Simi-
larly they have been enjoined 
to play supportive roles in 
their homes to earn the re-

spect of  their husbands at 
home.

Labour Party (LP) can-
didate for Awka North and 
South federal constituency, 
Prof  Liliana Orogbu gave 
the charge on Tuesday dur-
ing the Walk For Life pro-
gramme and health talk 
organized by the Ultimate 
Business Women and Farm-
ers Association of  Nigeria 
UBWFAN in Awka, the 
Anambra State capital, on 
Tuesday. She said, “We are 
not well represented and I 
am the only woman contest-
ing under the Labour party 
in Anambra Central Sena-
torial District which is not a 
welcome development so we 
need more women in politics 
because we are the people 
to help secure our families. 
“The era of  ‘it is a man’s 
thing’ has passed and we can 
only be counted in the poli-
tics and governance of  this 
country if  we get involved in 
Political activities.

 “If  all of  us here who are 
members of  this association 
numbering over eight thou-
sand can stand and be count-

ed at least we shall have some 
of  you in elective positions 
or political appointments 
and those burning issues 
about the welfare of  wom-
en and children would be 
put on the front burner,” she 
noted. National Patroness 
of  the women Asssociation, 
Prof. Chinyere Stella Okun-
na, expressed happiness for 
being in the midst of  women 
whom she said were doing 
great things. She encouraged 
the women to vote wisely 
for people who could rule 
Nigeria well, adding that 
women in Anambra State 
were not well positioned in 
the politics, stressing that the 
women affairs Commission-
er should work harder to get 
it achieved.

The wife of  the Anam-
bra state Commissioner of  
Police Mrs Ikemi Echeng, 
who is the state Chairperson 
of  the Police Officers Wives 
Association (POWA) noted 
that support to women in the 
area of  health was one that 
needed to be encouraged. 
She promised to continue to 
partner with the association 

of  women and children 
would be put on the front 
burner; she noted.

The National Patroness 
of  the Association, Prof. 
Chinyere Stella Okunna, 
expressed her happiness be-
ing in the midst of  women 
who are doing great things. 

She noted that she has 
support of  millions of  peo-
ple because of  her roles and 
virtues as a woman and en-
couraged them to vote wise-
ly for people who can rule 
Nigeria well so that they 
will have resources to eat 

balanced diet. 
Prof  Okunna however 

lamented that women in 
Anambra State are not well 
positioned in the politics. 
She equally called on the 
ministry of  women affairs 
to add more effort and work 
harder to get it achieved. 

The wife of  the Anambra 
state Commissioner of  Po-
lice Mrs Ikemi Echeng who 
is also the state Chairperson 
of  the Police Officers Wives 
Association (POWA) while 
speaking through her rep-
resentative  Mrs Melody 
Obili, noted that support to 
women’s healthy is one that 

needs to be encouraged.
While assuring for a con-

tinued partnership with the 
association in all its activ-
ities adding that the pro-
grams of  the association is 
similar to what POWA is 
doing as a body.

In her address earlier the 
National President of  the 
Association Hon Nkiru 
Nwagbo noted that “The 
Walk for Life project is one 
of  our organization ways 
aimed at lending support to 
the women to keep fit while 
attending to their respective 
businesses.”

“This time, we are con-

cerned not only about their 
physical well being but also 
their mental strength and we 
believe that a healthy body 
produces stable minds.”

This organization has lo-
cal government Coordina-
tors and women leaders in 
all the markets in Anambra 
State as well as the electoral 
wards in the state.”

“Aside from addressing 
the physical and mental ca-
pacity of  members we have 
also perfected plans to key 
into the National Economic 
hub of  the country through 
different empowerment pro-
grams,” she said.

in all its activities, adding 
that the programmes of  the 
association were similar to 
what POWA is doing as a 
body.

In her address, the Nation-
al President of  the Associ-
ation, Mrs Nkiru Nwagbo 
noted that “The Walk for 
Life project of  our organiza-
tion one of  the ways aimed at 
lending support to the wom-
en to keep fit while attending 
to their respective business-
es.” She said, “This time, we 
are concerned not only about 
their physical well being but 
also their mental strength 
and we believe that a healthy 
body produces stable minds. 
“This organization has local 
government Coordinators 
and women leaders in all the 
markets in Anambra State as 
well as the electoral wards in 
the state. 

“Aside from addressing 
the physical and mental ca-
pacity of  members we have 
also perfected plans to key 
into the National Economic 
hub of  the country through 
different empowerment pro-
grammes.”

WACOL, YAF urge stakeholders to 
support Violence Against Persons 
Prohibition Law implementation
By Grace Ofurum

In a bid to ensure that 
communities in Imo state 
commit and support the 
implementation of  Vio-
lence Against Persons Pro-
hibition (VAPP), Women 
Aid Collective (WACOL) 
and Youth Alive Founda-
tion (YAF) have called on 
stakeholders to continue 
to discuss the issue until it 
gains prominence.

Speaking during the 
community sensitization 
awareness meeting held 
last week Wednesday at 
Grand Amari Hotel and 
Resort Hall, the Senior 
Programme Officer, of  
WACOL Ogechi Ikeh not-
ed that it was not enough 
to pass the VAPP law, she 
stressed that the implemen-
tation of  the law especially 
in communities was key 
to ensuring that violence 

against women and girls 
stops. 

She encouraged partici-
pants drawn across the Imo 
communities, religious 
groups, media, civil soci-
ety organizations to begin 
to increase campaign on 
implementation of  the law. 
She posited that there are 
some draconian tradition-
al practices that need to be 
dropped for replacement 
with VAPP components to 
make sure that some harm-
ful practices are finetuned.

In his remarks, the Chief  
Imam, Imo State, Barr. 
Suleman Yusuf  Njoku not-
ed that some of  the harm-
ful widowhood practices 
and issue of  inheritance for 
instance are borne out of  
lack of  love for each other, 
adding that once there’s 
justice and fairness, right 
living, no person will vio-
late a woman or girl child.

...Seek commitment to nation building 

Rivers House of Assembly reverses ownership of 
plots of land occupied by DAAR Communications 
From godson Nwosu, 
Port Harcourt.

R
ivers State House 
of  Assembly has 
reversed the owner-

ship of  868 plots of  land 
currently occupied by Daar 
communications owners 
of  African Independent 
Television at Ozuoba to 
the state government for 
wrongful acquisitions This 
order was made after the 
presentation of  a report 
by the Chairman House 
Committee on Public com-
plaints petitions, Evans 

Bipi to the assembly, pe-
titioned by Ozuoba, Ru-
muokwashi, Rumuosi and 
Alakhahia communities. 
Evans said during the com-
mittee meetings Daar com-
munications failed to pro-
vide the land documents 
of  the said property.  The 
Leader of  the House, Mar-
tins Amaewhule during the 
debate stated that the land 
should be protected from 
further encroachment. In 
his submission, the Speak-
er of  the House, Ikui-
yi Owaji-Ibani said that 

DAAR Communications 
should open fresh negoti-
ations with the state gov-
ernment. Meanwhile the 
All Progressives Congress 
in Rivers State has de-
scribed the state lawmak-
ers’ decision as politically 
motivated. State acting 
publicity secretary of  the 
party, Darlington Nwauju 
said the move by the state 
government is a failed at-
tempt to stop Rivers peo-
ple from freely expressing 
their opinions as enshrined 
in the constitution.



Germany seeks Ukrainian witnesses 
of Russian war crimes

Foreign News
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T
he European Union’s ex-
ecutive body has proposed 
capping the price of  Rus-
sian gas, within hours of  

Russia’s leader condemning the 
idea as stupidity.

Energy prices have soared in 
the wake of  Russia’s invasion of  
Ukraine, forcing the EU’s 27 states 
into action.

“We must cut Russia’s revenues 
which Putin uses to finance this 
atrocious war,” said European 
Commission chief  Ursula von der 
Leyen.

But Mr. Putin said Moscow 
would react to a cap by halting sup-
plies completely.

“We will not supply gas, oil, coal, 
heating oil - we will not supply an-
ything,” he said, if  it went against 
Russia’s interests.

European leaders have accused 
Moscow of  “weaponising” its gas 
exports in response to Western 
sanctions on Russian individuals 
and businesses.

While the Kremlin denies that 
is the case, the big Nord Stream 1 
pipeline into northern Germany 
has been shut indefinitely, with 
Moscow directly blaming sanc-
tions.

Last week, the G7 group of  na-
tions - announced a price cap for 
Russian oil - a move it said would 
reduce both Moscow’s revenue for 
its Ukraine invasion, and inflation 
in the West.

Finnish researchers recently esti-
mated that Russia has made €158bn 
(£136bn) from surging fossil fuel 
prices during the six-month inva-
sion - with EU imports accounting 
for more than half  of  that.

• G7 agrees to impose price cap 
on Russian oil

Speaking to an economics forum 
in the far eastern city of  Vladiv-

ostok on Wednesday, Russia’s lead-
er condemned sanctions as econom-
ic aggression, and a “fever” posing a 
threat to the entire world.

The quality of  life for Europeans 
was being sacrificed while poorer 
countries were losing access to food, 
he argued: “Now we are seeing how 
production and jobs in Europe are 
closing one after another.”

Although he acknowledged infla-
tion in Russia was rising, he mini-
mised the effect that sanctions were 
having on Russian companies: “I 
am sure that we have not lost an-
ything and we will not lose any-
thing.”

Russian companies have strug-
gled to source much-needed import-
ed parts. But Mr Putin asserted that 
confidence in the dollar, euro and 

EU plans Russian gas price cap despite Putin threat

The Russian leader,  Vladymir Putin, said Western currencies were falling while Russia was not losing anything.

pound was being lost before peo-
ple’s eyes - while Russia was emerg-
ing from the war with its sovereignty 
strengthened.

Russia launched its invasion on 24 
February and now occupies around 
a fifth of  Ukrainian territory. Six 
months on, it has been pushed back 
from areas around Kyiv and the 
north and now faces a Ukrainian 
counter-offensive in the south and 
east.

Western nations responded to the 
war with several rounds of  sanc-
tions. The European Union has at-
tempted to cut its reliance on Rus-
sian gas and oil and Moscow - and 
on Friday EU energy ministers will 
try to decide how to protect consum-
ers and businesses from the threat of  
enormous bills over the winter.

B
erlin is investigating war 
crimes committed by Rus-
sian soldiers in Ukraine. 
Witness accounts by 

Ukrainian refugees are crucial, re-
gardless of  whether the perpetrators 
will eventually be tried in Germa-
ny or elsewhere.” We barricaded 
the windows with bricks when we 
heard shelling nearby,” Tetjana Kun 
remembers the start of  the Russian 
invasion. Six months later, the 65-
year old is a refugee in Berlin and 
she tearfully recounts the days of  the 
occupation of  Bucha near Kyiv.

“One day -- I think it was March 
10 -- I saw through a crack in the 
window a convoy of  cars driving 
down the street with white flags and 
a sign that read ‘children,’” she says. 
The next day, she ventured into the 
city for the first time in weeks as 
the convoy had raised her hopes of  
evacuation. But what Tetjana Kun 
saw shocked her. “The convoy I had 
seen the day before was completely 
shot to pieces,” she says.

She recalls seeing overturned cars, 
engines, wheels with burnt tires, pil-
lows, blankets and children’s clothes 
full of  holes, backpacks and suitcas-
es everywhere. “There was a lot of  

blood on the cars,” she says. A Rus-
sian soldier standing at a roadblock 
came over and she asked what had 
happened to the convoy. He told her 
they’d shot at them “because they 
didn’t know who was in the cars,” 
she says.

Hundreds of eye witness reports
Until her escape on March 19, Tet-

yana Kun witnessed many crimes 
being committed by the Russian oc-
cupiers, crimes that soon afterwards 
shocked the entire world when the 
Ukrainian army liberated Bucha in 
early April. Tetjana Kun should defi-
nitely tell German officials what she 
saw, urges Julia Gneuss of  the De-
partment of  Criminal Law and Crim-
inal Procedure at the University of  
Potsdam. “Investigations in connec-
tion with war crimes in Ukraine are 
structural investigation procedures,” 
the lawyer told DW, adding that in-
formation is first gathered to “get as 
detailed a puzzle as possible.”

In June, the German parliament 
approved financing additional staff  
to investigate alleged war crimes 
committed by the Russian army in 
Ukraine. The Office of  the Attorney 
General, which is coordinating the 
investigation, said it would gather 

Ahead of  the meeting, Ursula von 
der Leyen said Europe had weak-
ened Russia’s grip on its gas require-
ments. Gas storage was already up 
to 82% and supplies had increased 
from the US, Norway, Algeria and 
other countries.

Before the invasion, Russia ac-
counted for 40% of  the EU’s im-
ported gas, but today that propor-
tion was now down to only 9%, she 
said.

As well as a price cap on Russian 
gas, EU ministers have been looking 
at how to separate the cost of  gas 
from the price of  electricity, which 
are linked in Europe’s market. The 
Commission president outlined sev-
eral other plans:

• A mandatory target for reduc-
ing electricity use at peak hours

• A cap on revenues for compa-
nies making unexpected profits 
from low-cost electricity such as 
renewable energy

• A “solidarity contribution” 
from fossil fuel companies

• Helping struggling energy 
companies cope with the volatile 
energy market with “liquidity” 
support

The plans will go before energy 
ministers on Friday, and one diplo-
mat told the BBC he was sceptical: 
“Good luck getting that through 
council complete and intact.”

• EU toughens visa regime for 
Russian citizens

EU member states have already 
responded to the crisis with a series 
of  packages to help consumers. At 
the weekend Sweden and Finland 
announced liquidity guarantees for 
power companies, while Germany 
said it would spend €65bn (£56.2bn) 
with help for the vulnerable as well 
as tax breaks for energy-intensive 
businesses.

In Vladivostok, Mr Putin went on 
to accuse Europe of  cheating the 
developing world out of  Ukrainian 
grain exports in the wake of  a UN-
led deal to lift Russia’s naval block-
ade.

For months ships were unable 
to leave Ukraine’s three Black Sea 
ports but shipments resumed last 
month. Mr Putin told his audience 
that only two grain ships had since 
gone to Africa - which is not the 
case. He said he wanted to discuss 
revisiting the deal, in remarks reject-
ed by Ukraine as groundless.

Other ships have left for Yemen 
and Sudan while several vessels 
have gone to ports in Egypt.

A UN-chartered ship carrying 
23,000 tonnes arrived in Djibou-
ti last week. The grain has now 
reached Ethiopia in 60 lorries, with 
the aim of  feeding more than one 
and a half  million people in a coun-
try blighted by drought and civil 
war.

Under the agreement all cargoes 
are approved by a joint centre in 
Turkey. The centre says 2m tonnes 
have been authorised so far, includ-
ing to Turkey and the Middle East 
as well as ports in the EU. 

“all evidence of  war crimes.” Law 
enforcement agencies have already 
received hundreds of  statements 
from Ukrainian refugees indicating 
war crimes, the Attorney General’s 
office says.

Conviction in Germany unlikely
Given that there are about one 

million refugees in the country, it is 
hard to say whether hundreds of  
testimonies can be considered a suc-
cess. Tetjana Kun for instance has yet 
to testify to German authorities. “I 
don’t know who to turn to. And how 
should I testify? I don’t know the lan-
guage,” she says.

In an effort to facilitate access, the 
Federal Criminal Police Office has 
had brochures distributed among 
refugees that explain that people can 
testify at any police station in Germa-
ny, and that they can fill out question-
naires in Ukrainian. Based on those 
documents, the authorities decide 
whether to speak to the witness, of  
course providing an interpreter.

As recently as 20 years ago, Ger-
many added the principles of  inter-
national humanitarian law to its own 
legislation. That means that anyone 
responsible for war crimes, no matter 
where they were committed, can be 

sentenced by a German court. War 
crimes include attacks by soldiers on 
the civilian population and civilian 
infrastructure like residential areas, 
hospitals, train stations and schools, 
but also murder and torture of  civil-
ians or prisoners of  war, extrajudi-
cial executions, rape and the use of  
weapons prohibited by international 
conventions like cluster bombs and 
chemical weapons.

Trials in the absence of  the accused 
are not provided for by law in Ger-
many, however. In order to convict 
Russians responsible for the atrocities 
in Bucha, they would have to be in 
Germany which is not a very likely 
scenario. So how significant are the 
German investigations under those 
circumstances? Basically, the Germa-
ny authorities don’t want the country 
to be a safe haven for international 
law criminals, says Julia Gneuss. 
And if  a suspect would be caught 
elsewhere in Europe, Germany could 
then provide the witness accounts to 
help convict war criminals there.

Mass murders and looting
Tetyana Kun saw armed Russian 

soldiers threaten and rob locals in 
Bucha. “Once a tank stopped by a 
butcher’s in the center of  town. The 
soldiers got out and started shooting 
in different directions while others 
took away the loot. They shot at the 
surrounding windows, perhaps to 
make sure no one was taking pictures 
or filming,” she says.



e r e  a r e  s o m e Hpictures of  what 
your  favour i te 

celebrities wore to the 
Headies Awards.

T h e  1 5 t h  H e a d i e s 
Awards took place in 
Atlanta, Georgia United 
S t a t e s  o n  S u n d a y , 
September 4th 2022 and 
even though the glitz and 
g l a m o u r  w a s  n o t  a s 
expected, we were able to 
spy on how gorgeous some 
celebrities looked; 

Osas Ighodaro 
Osas was spotted in two 

beautiful outfits made by 
Matopeda Atelier. 

c t r e s s ,  E n i o l a 

ABadmus was plus-
s i z e d  a n d 

overweight, but by working 
on herself  constantly (with 
dieting and exercise), she 
transformed her body. 

For her birthday, she chose 
pictures that flaunted her thin 
waist and amazing body. 

Her first outfit was a three-
piece interplay between 
corporate and casual attire. A 
short, shirt and jacket made 
by the Tiannah Place Empire. 

Then, she kept it sultry 
and sexy in a beaded nude 
gown made by Becca Needles 
n Stitches. We loved the 
subtlety of  the makeup and 
how the gown shows off  her 
gorgeous body. 

There are skirts and there 

She wore short and long 
shimmering gold gown. 

Kim Oprah 
Kim kept it simple in a 

black gown with a high slit 
and openings at its front. 

Adekunle Gold 
Adekunle took a page 

out from the 70s in this 
glittering red suit. 

Liya 
Liya looked drap-tastic 

in this two-toned gown. 
Fireboy 
Fireboy's first outfit was 

an all-black ensemble with 
a green Christian Dior 
jacket. 

Olamide 

are SKIRTS and this skirt is it! 
Eniola as usual looks 

amazing in this brown leather 
skirt top. The ponytail just 
makes sense with the look, 
very youthful and Gen Z. 

Olamide wore an all-
white look. He wore a 
w h i t e  j a c k e t ,  h o o dy, 
trousers and shades. It's 
interesting to note how 
Nigerian musicians never 
wear suits for award shows. 

Ayra Starr 
Ayra Starr kept it Gen Z 

in a short, gold halterneck 
gown to pick up her award, 
spot her signature braids. 

Mariam Timmer 
Mariam Timmer kept it 

simple and classy in DNA 
by iconicinvanity. They are 
famous for their interesting 
cuts and shapes. 
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Best-dressed celebrities at The Headies 2022 

Eniola Badmus flaunts her amazing body in
gorgeous pictures 
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hen you can't 

Wh e l p  b u t 
r e g u l a r l y 

remember that ex who 
always got you good...

Almost  ever yone  i s 
someone else's ex. What this 
means is that there is every 
likelihood that you are 
dating someone who once 
had a failed romantic and 
sexual relationship with 
someone else. 

O f  c o u r s e  t h e r e  i s 
nothing wrong with having 
an ex. Sometimes, things are 
just not meant to be and it's 
fine to move away from 
those situations to better, 
happier ones. 

However, one of  the 
problems of  moving from 
one relationship to the other 
is the [almost inevitable] 
issue of  comparisons. It is 
often really difficult for 
people to not place their ex 
b e s i d e  t h e i r  n e x t  i n 
comparison. It is not always 
intended. But it almost 
always happens. 

One result of  this is that 
one partner always falls 
short. Either in one aspect or 
a n o t h e r ,  i t  c o u l d  b e 
f inanc ia l ly,  ca re -wi se, 

e i n g  a  s i d e - c h i c Bc o m e s  w i t h 
responsibilities just 

l ike  the  man chic  or  a 
girlfriend. Here's what you 
should know:

Cheating is nothing new, 
and as sad as it is to admit, 
one still has to concede that 
i ts  occurrence has now 
become so commonplace 
that it no longer shocks 
anyone. 

Men cheat ,  women 
cheat. Boys cheat, girls cheat; 
married or not, old or young 
the tendency is ingrained in 
everyone's DNA and many 
seem to have chosen to 
explore theirs as wantonly as 
imaginable. 

Being the other woman 
isn't that easy because it 
comes with rules. It might 
look rosy, but we know being 
around when you're not 
supposed to be around can be 
exhausting. 

It isn't always about road 
trips, expensive gifts, steamy 
sex and bir thday treats. 
There's the risk-taking bit, a 
little drama here and there 
and even heartbreaks. 

There's a difference 
between a side chic and a 
girlfriend. Then there's the 
wife or main chic. 

A side-chic doesn't have 
many privileges like the 

girlfriend or main chic. 
Most sides forget the 

rules of  the game and want to 
overlap. They forget their 
place in the man's life and 
want to overtake everyone 
that came before them. 

Dear other woman, do 
n o t  f o r g e t  t h e s e  f i v e 
commandments: 

You should be freaky in 
bed

The man isn't looking 
for a wife or a business 
partner. This is purely for 
excitement. Be dirty, do dirty. 
This is something you might 
not do with your main man. 
Be a bedroom vixen, that's all 
they want. Being a side-chic is 
a cocktail of  sweetness and 
savagery. It has its fair share 
o f  t r o u b l e s  a n d 
complications. If  you're the 
obsessive type or the hopeless 
romantic one, then the side-
chic job isn't yours. 

Just go with the flow
If  the man says left, go 

left. If  he says don't breathe, 
don't. That's actually what 
you signed up for. If  he is 
having issues with any of  his 
main chicks or wife and 
wants to calm down before 
meeting you, obey mama. If  
you two were to have a 
romantic dinner date then he 
texts to cancel the date 
because his three-year-old 

has swallowed a spoon, don't 
ask questions. 

You should not fall in 
love

The man has his love life 
in place, don't even think 
about this love thing. Falling 
for a man who only wants 
you as his side chick will ruin 
this whole thing. An affair is 
strictly a no-strings-attached 
kind of  arrangement. This is 
meant for a few benefits, 
actually treats and small 
tokens from the man in 
exchange for casual sex. Have 
your ecstatic moments girl, 
and go home. Catching 
f e e l i n g s  i n  s u c h  a 
situationship will leave you 
brutally heartbroken. 

You should not  get 
pregnant

Unless it's an agreed-
upon arrangement between 
the two of  you, unless you 
find his gene legit and you just 
want to have his seed and flee, 
never get pregnant for a man 
who is not your main man. A 
girlfriend can have his kid. 
But not you, a side chick. 
Guard your ovaries babe, 
leave your uterus at home. 
You're not in the business of  
making babies, just have good 
sex and go shower back in 
your house. Trapping him 
with a pregnancy won't make 
him stay. 

You should  remain 
silent forever

S h o u l d  b e a n s  s p i l l 
together with the soup, never 
admit to anything. Deny 

eve r y t h i n g .  Yo u  k n ow 
nothing, you know no one! 
Let the dude handle his own 
shit and gather the beans if  it 
gets messy and noisy. You're 
not part of  this, you've never 
s e e n  h i m .  M i n d  y o u r 
business. Let him sort his 
fuckery. Don't go fighting and 
exchanging words with his 
other women. 

Women have wants. 
Ones that revolve around sex. 
Great s*x. 

Of  course, it can be hard 
to articulate certain desires, 
especially if  you belong to a 
demographic society that 
likes women to keep cute and 
quiet. But passivity doesn't 
always lead to pleasure. 

Listed below, we bring 
you six things women wish 
you would do during sex. 
Because even though she's 
not saying it, she's probably 
thinking it. 

Amp up the foreplay
Study has shown that it 

takes women around 20 
minutes or so to become fully 
aroused. Men, on the other 
hand, can usually get there in 
a fraction of  the time. Of  
course, sex requires some 
compromise. But when it 
comes to matters of  arousal 
and orgasm, the tortoise 
usually takes precedence over 
the hare. The more time spent 
o n  f o r e p l ay,  t h e  m o r e 
opportunity the clitoris has to 
fill with blood and for the 
vagina to become lubricated. 
And both of  those processes 

are key to satisfying sex. Plus, 
the more time you spend 
fooling around, the more 
opportunity you give those 
f ee l - good  hor mones  to 
circulate throughout the 
body. 

Even though both of  you 
get naked together, women 
somet imes  f ind  i t  ver y 
difficult to lay out their needs. 
Really listen to what she says 
and ask for clarification 
where needed. 

Spend more time down 
there

penetration is not the 
most reliable means by which 
a woman can attain an 
orgasm. women are more 
likely to hit climax after 
participating in a variety of  
sex acts, including oral sex. 
P l u s ,  i t  p r o v i d e s  a n 
opportunity to focus solely on 
her pleasure. And that's 
demonstrative of  a good and 
selfless lover. Of  course, we're 
not knocking the endless 
waves of  pleasure your erect 
penis will indubitably provide 
to your partner. We're just 
saying there's nothing wrong 
with changing it up, time to 
time. 

Be more attentive to her 
orgasms

Sure, this one may seem 
like a tall order. But, as 
outlined earlier, penetrative 
sex does not always provide 
her with an orgasm. Try 
getting her off  before the 
intercourse begins. Use your 
f ingers,  or  maybe your 

tongue. That way, neither one 
of  you have to sit on any 
added pressure during sex. 
Plus, the vagina tends to 
provide more lubrication 
during the climax. And that 
always helps enhance the 
penetrative experience. 

B e  a  l i t t l e  m o r e 
adventurous

Gett ing rough with 
someone in bed can be super 
hot. Of  course, you need to 
make sure your partner is on 
board before you go there. 

As long as you've had 
consent conversations, and 
you know rough play is 
s o m e t h i n g  s h e  l i k e s , 
absolutely proceed. After all, 
a little physicality can go a 
long way. So long as she's into 
it, some gentle hair pulling 
and dirty talking can really 
help enhance the experience. 

Live in the post-sex 
moment

This one is important. 
Sex does not begin with a 
b o n e r  a n d  e n d s  w i t h 
ejaculation. Yes, we know 
you may get sleepy after 
orgasm. But please, do your 
best to hold out, and hold her 
for a bit. It's a considerate way 
to conduct oneself  after sex. 
As most women will tell you, 
there's nothing less sexy than 
a  man who i s  b l ind  to 
emotional cues. Those post-
s e x  m o m e n t s  a r e  s o 
impor tan t  fo r  bu i ld ing 
intimacy. It is important to 
stay awake for a bit of  a 
cuddle. 

c o m p a t i b i l i t y , 
communication or in the 
aspect of  sex. 

wishing thy could return 
to a former partner because 
of  the good sex. [Credit: 
Black Enterprise] 

It is actually not unusual 
for people to move from an 
ex to another partner, only to 
find out that no matter how 
great the new partner is, they 
just can't match up to the 
sexual mastery the ex had. If  
you ever find yourself  in this 
situation, here are tips on 
what to do: 

Communicate 
If  you have been open to 

sexual appetite that your 
new partner can't seem to 
match up to, the first wise 
t h i n g  t o  d o  i s  t o 
communicate about it. 

Ideally, it is better and 
even advisable to have these 
c o n v e r s a t i o n s  b e f o r e 
kickstarting the relationship 
but if  you have begun the 
relationship already and 
their performance is not 
m a t c h i n g  u p  t o  t h e i r 
performance, you have to 
talk about it. 

You need to tell him or 
her what you like an how 

you like it, while, of  course, 
listening to what they want 
and how they want it, too. 

Needs, regularity and the 
intensity of  the needs… find 
a way to let them know what 
it expected of  them. 

Invest effort into it 
Don't just talk the talk. 

Walk the walk. Show them 
how to make your wishes 
work. 

Give it time 

hy do they act as 

Wthough you are 
together when 

you are not?
These days there are 

many ways to describe an 
uncommitted relationship; 
there are the friends with 
benefits, situationships, and 
f*ck buddies, but there is a 
new term in a town called 
the Boyfriend/Girlfriend 
experience. 

W h a t ' s  t h e 
b o y f r i e n d / g i r l f r i e n d 
experience? 

This is when you meet a 
man or woman who courts 
you exactly how you want to 
be courted. Think of  what 
you want in a woman or 

man? These people will 
meet and even exceed your 
expectations. 

They would take you out 
on dates, buy you flowers, 
text you constantly, call you 
on video every day, and even 
stay over at your place for 
days on end. It would seem 
as though you are in a 
relationship with them - but 
w h e n  t h e  t o p i c  o f  a 
relationship is brought up he 
or she says they are not 
ready to be in a relationship 
(add 'with you'). 

T h i s  c a n  b e  m i n d -
boggling because, in your 
mind, you are already in a 
relationship with them - 
well, unofficially. 

Where does this come 
from? 

Dating apps and escort 
services. There are several 
dating apps that offer people 
the opportunity to have 
someone act l ike their 
boyfriend or girlfriend for a 
particular time. 

There is also a book 
c a l l e d  t h e  B o y f r i e n d 
Experience, written by 
Carly Philips, where a 
young man decides to be the 
escort of  a woman who is 
ashamed to tell her family 
t h a t  s h e  i s n ' t  i n  a 
relationship. 

Why does this happen? 
There are many reasons 

this happens. But the major 
r e a s o n  i s  a  l a c k  o f  

commitment. They just 
don ' t  want  to  be  in  a 
relationship with you (trust 
issues, indecision, past 
experiences etc). 

Notwithstanding, the 
bottom line is if  someone 
wants to be with you in a 
committed relationship, 
they would be. 

You might end up feeling 
confused and might want to 
wait for them to be ready, 
that's a risk because you are 
isolated from meeting others 
a n d  y o u r  h o p e  f o r  a 
relationship may not come 
to fruition. 

So, enjoy the experience 
and stop it if  you are uneasy 
with it and don't want it 
anymore. 

O b v i o u s ly,  i f  yo u r 
partner is not meeting up 
with your standard sexually, 
it is because they don't know 
how to. 

To reach the level of  
sexual performance you 
want them to play from may 
require a bit of  time and you 
must be willing to give it to 
them. 

Stay away from that ex 
It may not be easy, but it 

is what you have to do. 

Returning to that ex is not 
only disrespectful to your 
partner, it also lessens the 
amount of  effort you'd want 
to put into making sex with 
your partner lit. 

If  you are getting it good 
from another source, you 
won't really be bothered 
about f ixing the faulty 
system you have with your 
boo. 

If  it's not working, get 
out 

Sex is a very important 
o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d 
marriages. A lack of  it is 
cause for infidelity many 
times. So if  your partner 
cou ld  never  match  up 
despite several tries and it 
means so much to you to 
always have great sex, then 
leaving that relationship 
should be on the cards for 
you. 

B e t t e r  t h a t  t h a n 
becoming unfaithful. 
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When sex was better with your ex than it is with your current partner, do this 

Dear side-chics, here are 
hings you should never
forget 

Relationship type called the boyfriend/girlfriend experience? 
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ou thought your Yacne would fade 
a w a y  w i t h 

adolescence but here you are 
an adult still battling acne, 
why?

Post-adolescent acne, 
often known as adult acne, is 
when you still have acne even 
when you are over 25 years 
old. 

Most of  the same factors 
that contribute to acne in 
teens also influence acne in 
adults. Bacteria, "sticky" skin 
cells that clog pores, and 
excess oil production are 
direct acne causing factors. 

4. Drugs 
Acne can also be brought 

on by some drugs, such as 
corticosteroids, anabolic 
steroids, and lithium. 

5 .  O t h e r  h e a l t h 
conditions 

Acne could also be a 
symptom of  a more serious 
condition. 

orn pap, also known 

Cas akamu, ogi, koko, 
or eko, is a Nigerian 

fermented maize cereal 
pudding. This superlight 
food has been around for 
decades and is consumed by 
a large number of  Nigerians. 
Despite its sour taste, pap is 
widely known to go well 
w i t h  m a n y  f o o d 
combinations such as fried 
plantains, pancakes, akara, 
fried yam, okpa, bread, puff  
puff,  and beans. When 
combined with pap, any of  

e are here to give 

Wyou special tips 
that will help you 

achieve your dream waist, 
and quickly. 

1. Change your diet 
Nutritional studies have 

shown that eating whole 
grains, fruits and other 
starchy vegetables help you 
reduce the amount of  fat you 
put into your body because 
they help you feel fuller for 
longer. Better still, whole 
grains do not contain any 
p r e s e r va t i ve s  a n d  a r e 
healthier for you in the long 
run. This is the proven best 
way to lose weight, quickly 
and shed that stubborn 
stomach fat. Bear in mind 
that some fruits are high in 
sugar and eating TOO many 
can have the opposite effect. 
Everything in balance and 
that slim waist will be just 
within your reach. 

In order to lose a single 
pound, you need to cut an 
average of  3,,500 calories 
from your weekly diet. Do 

these make a delicious 
breakfast meal. The health 
benefits of  pap are discussed 
in this article.

1 .  G o o d  s o u r c e  o f 

not starve yourself  but bear 
in mind that in order to 
achieve your goals, you have 
t o  e a t  h e a l t h i e r  n o t 
necessarily, less. 

Everyone woman would 
love to get a smaller waist 
and here's how you can 
achieve it 

2. Drinks lots of  water 
An important thing to 

remember when thinking 
about  los ing weight  i s 
making sure that you drink 
more water. Water stops 
your body from mistaking 
thirst for hunger and you will 
find yourself  eating less. 

Water is also great for 
your skin and hair. 

3. Quality over quantity 
People who diet tend to 

go from one extreme to 
another and instead of  
sticking to healthy foods, eat 
hardly anything. The secret 
to dieting is eating more 
healthy meals, which do not 
introduce excess calories and 
bad fats and sugar into your 

diet. 
4. Exercise 
Exercise is the perfect 

solution to make your waist 
smaller in just a matter of  
weeks but it all depends on 
how hard you're willing to 
work. Results will only 
follow when you put in the 
effort and dedicate yourself  
to the cause. 

Don' t  get  ahead of  
yourself. Firstly, make an 
exercise plan which takes 
you from a basic level and 
works all the way through 
the stages, getting gradually 
more intense. Maintain an 
exercise journal to remind 
yourself  your progress and 
hold yourself  accountable. 

For better results, you 
can also perform target-
specific exercises, especially 
the ones that help shape the 
waist. These exercises are 
q u i t e  i m p o r t a n t ;  eve n 
though you cannot directly 
target weight loss on the 
waist, you certainly perform 
certain exercises that tone 
and slim your mid-section 
muscles. 

5. Build your upper body 
The best way to make 

something smaller is by 
making things around it look 
bigger, an illusion if  you will. 
Re m e m b e r,  w h e n  yo u 
exercise your upper curves, 
i.e. your shoulders and chest, 
the waist appears slimmer. 

energy 
I t  g o e s  w i t h o u t 

introduction that pap is a 
source of  carbohydrate, 
therefore, energy. And in it's 
paste form, it  is easily 
digestible. That is why it's 
occasionally recommended 
to athletes in order to keep 
them running throughout 
the day. 

 Blood pressure
Pap is high in potassium 

and low in sodium, making 
it an ideal food for people 
with high blood pressure, as 
well as those who want to 
keep their blood pressure in 
check or avoid developing 

toxins, waste, and other 
harmful substances. 

The good news is that 
drinking pap can help you 
get rid of  these substances by 
assisting in the elimination 
of  unwanted elements from 
the body through urine. 
When you drink pap, you 
tend to urinate more. 

P r o m o t e s  h e a l t h y 
pregnancy and lowers risk 
of neural tube defects

Folic acid is one of  the 
most important nutrients for 
pregnant women to have a 
healthy pregnancy. A lack of  
t h i s  a c i d  m a y  c a u s e 
underweight babies to be 

born, as well as neural tube 
defects in newborns. On the 
plus side, pap is high in folic 
acid, making it a good choice 
for expecting mothers. Apart 
from that, you might be 
interested to know that the 
same pap also encourages 
the production of  breast 
milk after childbirth. 

Rather than just a meal 
for the common man, pap is 
loaded with nutritional 
values that have other more 
expensive sources. Eat it 
knowing there's a veritable 
trove of  nutrients in every 
spoon! 

hyper tens ion.  Another 
benefit of  eating potassium-
rich foods like pap is that it 
helps to reduce sodium's 
effects in the body while also 
easing tension in your blood 
vessel walls, protecting you 
from a variety of  health 
problems that could arise. 

Boosts health of kidneys
The kidneys are one of  

the most important organs in 
the body, and any damage to 
this area can have serious 
consequences for the human 
body. 

Some of  the things that 
can harm this vital organ 
include uric acid, urea, 

loss in addition to acne, or 
the sudden emergence of  
acne without a past history 
of  acne. 

How to prevent acne 
breakouts 

Eat healthy meals
Avoid excessively oily 

hair products and facial oils
Wash your bedsheets, 

Indirect factors that cause 
acne 

Hormonal imbalance
Wo m e n ' s  m e n s t r u a l 

cycles, stress, and hormones 
can all affect the amount of  
oil produced in the skin 
which invariably leads to 
acne. 

2. Beauty products 
Oily products for hair, 

skin and makeup can clog the 
skin's pores and cause acne. 

3. Food 
Food has an impact on 

overall body inflammation. 
Fast food meals like soda, 
fries, burgers, white rice and 
milkshakes can cause acne. 

Acne could also be a 
symptom of  a more serious 
condition. An underlying 
condition like polycystic 
ovarian syndrome or other 
endocrine abnormalities may 
be indicated by symptoms 
like hair loss, excessive hair 
growth, irregular menstrual 
cycles, rapid weight gain or 

pillow cases and towels
Stop picking at your acne 

and pimples
Always clean off  your 

makeup before you sleep
Look for products that 

are "non-comedogenic," "oil-
free," or "won't clog pores" 
when buying cosmetic and 
skincare items

Reasons you have acne as an adult 

Why you
should take
pap more
often 

5 ways to get a snatched
waist without surgery 
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Student Pennycuick has a photo of the colonial engineer along with the pantheon of Hindu gods.

Foreign News

S
yrian forces allied with the 
United States have rounded 
up hundreds of  suspected 
Islamic State operatives this 

year in raids on a refugee camp that 
has been a hotbed of  violence perpe-
trated by terrorist sympathizers, op-
erations coordinated and facilitated 
by the U.S. military.

U.S. Central Command an-
nounced Wednesday that, over 
the last two weeks alone, Syrian 
Defense Forces (SDF) had appre-
hended “dozens” of  suspects at the 
al-Hol camp in northeast Syria and 
dissolved a “major ISIS facilitation 
network.” The operation is ongoing, 
according to a U.S. defense official, 
who spoke on the condition of  an-
onymity to detail an unfolding situ-
ation.

The raid, characterized as a “full 
clearing operation,” is the larg-
est carried out at the al-Hol camp 
since May 2021, the official said. It 
marked the seventh time this year 
that SDF units, enabled by their 
American allies, have raided the 
sprawling desert complex that hous-
es about 55,000 people — many of  
them deemed ISIS sympathizers 
who traveled to Syria and Iraq at the 
height of  the group’s power. Each 
raid has resulted in the detention of  
between 40 and 120 suspected ISIS 
operatives.

Col. Joe Buccino, a spokesman 
for U.S. Central Command, said in 
a statement that, as part of  the on-
going operation, Syrian forces on 
Monday rescued four women locat-
ed in tunnels where they had been 
chained and tortured.

Contrary to smaller-scale military 
raids designed to capture or kill tar-
gets in the span of  a few hours, full 
clearing operations typically com-
prise multiple targets and involve 
lengthy searches of  structures, pat-
downs, biometric collection and 
intense questioning. As in this case, 

they can take weeks.
For this and other efforts under-

taken at al-Hol, the U.S. military per-
sonnel identified the targets based on 
intelligence gathered from tipsters, 
the defense official said. U.S. forces 
spearheaded much of  the planning, 
coordinating the Syrian Defense 
Forces with the police and securi-
ty guard units stationed inside the 
camp.

It’s unclear how many of  the de-
tainees rounded up in recent weeks 
are children, who account for more 

Raids on ISIS camp in Syria yield hundreds of arrests

A member of the Syrian Kurdish Asayish security forces stands guard during an inspection of tents at the Kurdish-run al-Hol camp, which holds rela-
tives of suspected Islamic State �ghters.

than half  of  the camp’s population. 
The vast majority of  residents at al-
Hol — Syria’s largest refugee camp 
— are women and children consid-
ered to be members of  ISIS or their 
relatives.

“This operation will make the 
camp safer for those residents who 
remain or wish to return to their 
countries of  origin but are unable to 
do so,” said Buccino, stressing that 
officials’ goal is for those at al-Hol 
to be rehabilitated and repatriated to 
their home countries.

A
n Indian state has gifted 
the bust of  a colonial-era 
British engineer to his 
hometown of  Camber-

ley in England.
The statue of  Colonel John Pen-

nycuick - donated by southern Ta-
mil Nadu state - will be unveiled 
on 10 September at a public park in 
Camberley, 50km (31 miles) from 
London.

Pennycuick is a revered figure 
in Tamil Nadu for designing and 
building the Mullaperiyar dam, 
which provides water for drinking 
and irrigation to five districts in the 
state.

The 127-year-old dam has long 
been a source of  tension between 
Tamil Nadu and neighbouring Ker-
ala state, which has often called for 

its demolition.
But Pennycuick’s legacy remains 

strong in Tamil Nadu, especially 
in the five districts which get water 
from Mullaperiyar. In one of  them, 
Theni, photos of  Pennycuick hang 
in shops, homes and government 
offices. Many baby boys are named 
Pennycuick while some have named 
their daughters Sarah after the engi-
neer’s mother.

“His work has not yet been ful-
ly recognised. Only people in our 
state [Tamil Nadu] knew about 
him,” says Santhana Ibrahim, a 
London-based documentary maker 
who is the driving force behind the 
project to install the statue.

The making of Mullaperiyar
Pennycuick was born in the west-

ern Indian city of  Pune in 1841. 
After receiving military training in 
London, he returned to India to 
join the British Indian army as an 
engineer.

Later, he joined the public works 
department of  the erstwhile Ma-
dras Presidency, an administrative 
subdivision in the south of  the 
country.

 Many shops, homes and offic-
es in Theni district have photos of  
Pennycuick.

There, he worked on designing 
the Mullaperiyar dam, which would 
transfer water from the west-flow-
ing Periyar river to the Vaigai river, 
which ran in the other direction.

In a paper titled The Diversion of  
the Periyar, written around 1897, 
Pennycuick says that the idea of  
building a dam had been mooted 

The process of  moving individ-
uals out of  al-Hol has lagged. Its 
residents come from more than 50 
countries, not all of  which have been 
eager to bring back identified ISIS 
operatives and sympathizers, or even 
their children.

Most Western nations have only 
recently begun to bring back refu-
gees by the dozens, while Iraq has 
repatriated nearly 2,500, according 
to a recent U.S. State Department 
count.

Almost half  of  the camp’s resi-

dents hail from Iraq, and more than 
a third come from within Syria — 
both of  which still struggle with 
challenges stemming from terrorism 
and instability. As such, there are 
limitations to how swiftly reloca-
tions can occur.

“The SDF will continue its efforts 
to eliminate the ISIS threat,” Buc-
cino said, “but it remains critical 
that the international community 
support this effort through repatria-
tion.” 

much earlier.
“The first recorded expression of  

it dates from the beginning of  the 
present century, when surveys were 
made for the purpose of  ascertain-
ing how far the proposal was a prac-
tical one,” he writes.

But the surveys, which were 
made “in a somewhat half-hearted 
manner”, found the idea “impracti-
cable”, according to the paper.

That didn’t dissuade Pennycuick, 
who set about getting his design 
approved. Construction began to-
wards the end of  1888.

The chosen site “was in an un-
inhabited jungle, seven miles from 
the nearest point of  a cart-road, 20 
miles from the nearest cultivated 
land”, he writes.

Construction materials were 
transported on boats and carts. 
Work had to be stopped for months 
in between because of  jungle fever, 
and later, heavy rains and flooding.

Records show between 4,000 and 
6,000 labourers worked on the pro-
ject, which was completed in 1895.

“At the end of  the 19th Century 
we had very few dams in south In-
dia,” says K Sivasubramaniyan, a 
retired professor who has studied 
water management in Tamil Nadu 
for decades.
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News

b o n y i  S t a t e EGover nment  in 
C o l l a b o r a t i o n 

with the Federal ministry 
o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  h a s 
commenced vaccination 
of  animals in the rural 
areas. The exercise which 
kicked off  at Unagboke 
health center in Azugwu, 
Abakaliki, is part of  the 
Federal Government's 
initiative to improve the 
productivity of  livestock as 
well as ensure the well-
being of  consumers in the 
C o u n t r y.  T h e  S t a t e 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r 
Agriculture and natural 
r e s o u r c e s ,  P r o f e s s o r 
Humphrey Nwoabasi, said 
t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  t h e 
vaccination campaign was 
to achieve a healthy society 
for  both humans and 
animals. "For us to achieve 
a healthy society, the 
human beings and animals 
must be healthy. “I want to 
charge that this program be 
effectively done to ensure 
that a reasonable number 
o f  o u r  a n i m a l s  a r e 
vaccinated," he said. The 

C o m m i s s i o n e r 
emphasized on the need 
for active collaborations 
b e t w e e n  h u m a n  a n d 
animal doctors to curb the 
spread of  diseases in the 
society.

He pledged to continue 
w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g 
pa r tne r sh ip  wi th  the 
veterinary service in the 
State as well as called for 
the inclusion of  council 
chairmen and traditional 
rulers to ensure that the 
exercise reaches nooks and 
crannies of  the State. Dr 
E m p r a i m  N w a n g a , 
Director of  veterinary 
s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  S t a t e 
explained that the program 
was designed to enhance 
the productivity and health 
of  the animals towards 
promoting human health. 
H e  s a i d  i t  b e c o m e s 
necessar y  due  to  the 
r e la t ionsh ip  be tween 
human beings and animals 
as the former, uses the 
latter for either security or 
food.

" T h e r e  a r e  s o m e 
diseases that  can ki l l 
livestock but may not affect 
human beings, but losses 

may lead to depression, of  
owners of  those animals".  
Nwanga pointed out that 
the Federal Government's 
i n t e n t i o n  f o r  t h e 
vaccination was to fight 
against Trans-boundary 
Animal diseases. "These 
d i s e a s e s  a r e  m o s t l y 
impor t ed  f rom o the r 
countries by herders who 
come in, and some may go 
from Nigeria to other 
countries and that has 
caused a lot of  havoc.

"If  they are protected 

he Trade Union TC o n g r e s s  O f  
Nige r i a  (TUC) 

Ebonyi State Council has 
elected new executives 
amidst a peaceful exercise 
conducted in Abakaliki, 
the state capital. The new 
e x e c u t i v e s  i n c l u d e 
comrade Igboji Chidi 
(chairman), Ajah Kelechi 
( v i c e  c h a i r m a n ) , 
N w o g b o d o  V i n c e n t 
( sec re ta r y ) ,  Nwokpo 
Samson (Asst. secretary) 

 17-year-old girl, 

AM i s s  N w u k a 
N w a f o r ,  w a s 

allegedly beaten to death by 
a local vigilante attached to 
t h e  E b o n y i  S t a t e 
International Airpor t, 
Onueke. It was gathered 
that the victim usually 
engaged in menial jobs at 
the construction site to fend 

n u g u  P o l i c e EC o m m a n d  h a s 
begun a manhunt 

for the killers of  three police 
officers along Upper Chime 
Ave nu e,  N ew  H ave n , 
Enugu, the state capital.

Gunmen on Wednesday 
night shot and killed three 
cops at New Haven axis of  
the state capital.

C o n f i r m i n g  t h e 
incident, Enugu police 
s p o k e s m a n ,  D a n i e l 
N d u k w e ,  s a i d  t h e 
Command was on the trail 
of  the suspects.

He said the deceased 
po l i cemen  were  on  a 
moving patrol van when the 
assailants suddenly opened 
fire on them.

He added that three of  
the officers sustained severe 
gunshot wounds, but were 
later confirmed dead in the 
hospital.

N d u k w e  t o l d  T h e 
N a t i o n :  “ I n t e n s i v e 
manhunt  operat ion is 
ongoing to fish out the 
unknown assailants that 
suddenly opened fire on a 
moving Police patrol van 
on duty, along Chime 
Ave nu e,  N ew  H ave n , 
Enugu, on 07/09/2022 at 
about 10.15pm, leading to 
three (3) of  the Operatives 
sustaining severe gunshots 
w o u n d s  a n d  l a t e r 
confirmed dead at the 
hospital.

for her family.
The deceased is said to 

be an SS 1 student of  Izo 
High School in Ezza North 
Local Government Area of  
the state. The elder brother 
of  the deceased Mr. Sunday 
Nwafor,  said that  the 
deceased in her bid to raise 
m o n e y  b e f o r e  t h e 
resumption of  schools, 
engaged herself  in menial 
jobs at the construction site 
dur ing  weekends  and 

holidays. Another source 
who spoke to newsmen on 
ground of  anonymity said 
that trouble started when 
the vigilante instructed the 
deceased to evacuate some 
corn husks which were 
heaped at a particular 
s ec t ion  o f  the  p lace. 
According to the source, 
the deceased insisted that 
she wasn't the person that 
ate the corn let alone 
dropping its husks at the 
p l a c e  a n d  r e f u s e d  t o 
evacuate the corn husk. 
Her refusal was said to have 
infuriated Anyigor who 
allegedly picked an object 
suspected to be a piece of  
plumbing pipe and hit her 
severally on the head.

“On that faithful day, 
Miss Nwuka and one of  
her friends were moving 
from one section of  the 
airport to another in search 
of  work until when they 
encountered Mr. Anyigor 
who particularly directed 
the deceased to pack the 
waste which was dumped 
by someone else. “But the 
girl who could not figure 
out the reason behind such 
instruction refused to obey 
the command and Mr. 
Anyigor who could not 
control his anger started to 
beat the girl until she 
fa inted.”  Mr.  Sunday 
Nwafor further revealed 

that the deceased was 
rushed to the General 
Hospital, Onueke, and later 
to the Alex Ekwueme 
F e d e r a l  U n i v e r s i t y 
Te a c h i n g  H o s p i t a l , 
Abakaliki, AE-FETHA 
where she was confirmed 
dead by medical doctors.

Another sibling to the 
deceased, Ekene Nwafor 
called on the relevant 
authorities to ensure justice 
for the deceased. “My sister 
did not commit any offence 
unless it has become an 
offence to fend for oneself. 
So, Nwuka died struggling 
to survive and she deserves 
justice. As a family, we 
demand for justice.” “Since 
the incident happened, 
nothing has been heard of  
the case and that's why we 
are asking for justice. The 
matter shouldn't be swept 
under the carpet as if  her 
death doesn't matter to 
anyone”. When contacted 
the state Police Public 
Relations Officer, SP Chris 
Anyanwu, said the matter 
had not been officially 
brought to his table. Our 
correspondent, however, 
learnt that the accused was 
arrested immediately and 
handed over to the State 
Criminal Investigation 
Department at the State 
P o l i c e  C o m m a n d 
headquarters, Abakaliki.

I g w e  J a m e s  A g u 
( T r e a s u r e r ) ,  N w a j i 
S u n d a y  ( F i n a n c i a l 
secretary) Chinedu Unata 
( P . R . O )  a n d  E k e 
Theodore as (Auditor) 
respectively. Dr Rita-mary 
Okoro, head of  service in 
the State, commended the 
peaceful exercise and 
urged the new executives 
to work in synergy with 
the government. While 
congratulating the new 
executives, the special 
assistant to the State 
G o v e r n o r  o n  l a b o r 

matters, comrade Jennifer 
Adibe Nwafor, said the 
g o v e r n m e n t  w o u l d 
c o n t i nu e  t o  a d d r e s s 
workers' challenges in the 
state to enhance their 
welfare. "The workers can 
attest that their 2019/2020 
p r o m o t i o n  h a s  b e e n 
i m p l e m e n t e d ,  t h e 
G o v e r n o r  h a s  a l s o 
approved for conversion 
of  those that are due, most 
of  their challenges have 
been addressed,  they 
should be calm as we 
continue to work towards 
enhancing their welfare". 
N wa f o r  s a i d .  I n  h i s 
a c c e p t a n c e  s p e e c h , 

Comrade Igboji Chidi said 
he would prioritize his 
member's welfare and 
ensure that every one is 
c a r r i e d  a l o n g .  H e 
commended the electoral 
c o m m i t t e e  f o r  t h e 
peaceful exercise as well as 
the decision of  members 
to elect him as chairman, 
and pledged to deliver 
good leadership. The new 
treasurer of  the council, 
comrade James Agu, 
equally promised to work 
with other members to 
ensure the progress of  the 
union and commended 
their peaceful nature in the 
state.

from these diseases that 
causes a lot of  economic 
devastation, they would be 
a n  e m p l o y m e n t 
opportunities and a source 
of  animal protein because 
it is required that a man 
should take certain grams 
of  crop protein and animal 
protein daily,

"We found out that, it is 
very difficult for families 
now to have access to meat, 
due to outbreak of  disease 
o f  t r a n s - b o u n d a r y 
concern, such as the avian 

in f luenza  in  poul t r y, 
African swine guinea pine 
in pig, and in cattle. “Today 
we have rabies, a dog 
disease that can affect 
human beings, there is 
monkey pox, Covid and 
E b o l a ,  a n d  a l l  t h e s e 
diseases are found in 
animals," he said. The 
D i r e c t o r  f u r t h e r 
h i g h l i g h t e d  t h a t  t h e 
vaccination exercise would 
be an annual event to 
improve the l ivestock 
business and create more 

o fewer than 10 

Ns h o p s  h a v e 
repor tedly been 

submerged following flood 
at the Relief  market in 
Ogbaru Local Government 
Area of  Anambra State.

T h e  f l o o d  w h i c h 
uprooted underground 
electrical cables and electric 
poles, is threatening to cut 
of f  the by-pass  of  the 
Onitsha/Owerri road.

C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e 
m a r k e t ,  C h i e f  D av i d 
Obidike said criminals 
would have taken advantage 
of  the situation to take over 
the market if  not for the 
water-tight security in the 
area.

H e  c o m m e n d e d 
gover nment  e f fo r t s  in 
tackling the erosion that had 
posed serious threats to the 
market over the years.

He said, “The level of  
damages caused by the 
erosion was above us and 
that was why we called on 
the Governor, through his 
h a r d - w o r k i n g 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r 

Commerce and Industry, 
Hon. Obinna Ngonadi, and 
the erosion is presently 
being tackled. “About 10 
shops have caved in, electric 
p o l e s  u p r o o t e d  a n d 
underground cables were 
also exhumed by the erosion 
that is within the Sakamori 
drainage system in the 
market.

“The last rain washed 
away some of  the materials 
used for the project but we 
can't ask rain not to fall, it is 
its' time but the joy is that the 
work is on finishing touches 
and the traders are happy.

“ T h a n k  G o d  t h a t 
Soludo has eventually come 
to rescue us from the flood 
that has enlarged the gulley 
erosion to cause more harm 
to the traders. Criminals 
would have take over the 
market if  not for the quick 
intervention.

“Though there are other 
minor erosion threats but 
work on the most worrisome 
is almost being completed. 
We can only suffer to rebuild 
the 10 shops.”

job  oppor tuni t ies  for 
Nigerians. The chairman, 
pig farmers association in 
Ebonyi State, Mr Micheal 
U d e n w a ,  s a i d  t h e 
vaccination campaign is 
vital to human beings as 
consumers of  protein from 
the animals. He equally 
commended the Federal 
Government as well as the 
S t a t e  m i n i s t r y  o f  
A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  t h e 
department of  veterinary 
service for carrying out the 
exercise.

From David Eze, Abakaliki

Ebonyi Govt flags off animal vaccination campaign

TUC elects new executives in Ebonyi
From David Eze, Abakaliki

Teenage girl beaten to death by local vigilante in
Ebonyi as deceased family demands justice

By David Eze,
 Abakaliki

Police launch manhunt
for killers of three Enugu
officers

Flood destroys shops in
Ogbaru Relief Market
…Criminals would have taken
advantage of  the situation
– Market Chairman
...The level of  damages caused by
the erosion was above us
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without a club over the past 
few months. However, as a 
free agent, he is able to 
negotiate with any club and 
finally appears to have settled 
on his next destination with 
Turkish Super League outfit  
Galatasaray in talks to sign 
him. 

A club statement read: 
“Official negotiations have 
started with the football 

ormer Manchester FUnited midfielder 
Juan Mata appears to 

have finally found a new 
club a few months after 
departing Old Trafford. 

T h e  e x - S p a n i s h 
international waved farewell 
to Old Trafford this summer 
at the end of  his deal having 
enjoyed a successful eight-
and-a-half  year spell with 
the Red Devils. He has gone 

h e l s e a  h a v e 

Cconfirmed Graham 
Potter will succeed 

Thomas Tuchel as Blues 
boss just over 24 hours after 
the German was dismissed 
from his post.

Owner of  the club Todd 
Boehly has acted swiftly in 
s o u r c i n g  T u c h e l ' s 
replacement,  with the 
Amercian businessman 
rumoured to have met 
Potter on the same day as 
the ex- Paris Saint-Germain 
boss was relieved of  his 
duties to thrash out a deal 
that would see him leave 
Brighton & Hove Albion.

A n  a g r e e m e n t  wa s 
quickly reached, with the 
Blues unveiling Potter as 
their new manager and 
handing him a five-year 

helsea legend, Jason 

CCundy has hit out at 
Liverpool defender 

Virgil van Dijk, saying the 
Dutchman should not be 
compared to John Terry and 
Rio Ferdinand.

Ferdinand and Terry are 
k n ow n  a s  t h e  t w o  b e s t 
defenders in Premier League 
history.

Van Dijk has been heavily 
criticised following a rocky 
start to the new campaign.

Under the Dutchman's 
watch, the Reds have conceded 
10 goals in seven matches in all 
competitions, including a 4-1 
thrashing in the hands of  
Napoli on Wednesday.

Van Dijk's display against 
N a p o l i  wa s  c a l l e d  i n t o 
question again when he gave 
away a penalty in the first half 
that Victor Osimhen missed.

And Cundy believes that 
the drop-off  from a player once 
tipped as the best in the world 
is 'colossal'.

“He was lauded as one of  
the greatest centre-halves that 
the Premier League has ever 

seen – poppycock ” Cundy said 
on talkSPORT.

“I f  you  look  a t  R io 
Ferdinand and John Terry who 
over a number of  years won 
multiple Premier Leagues, 
won Champions League and 
won FA Cups. The pair of  
them won the lot.

“Van Dijk is a brilliant 
centre-half, but overrated at 
Liverpool. If  you did the best 
XI at Liverpool ever, he's not in 
there.

“There's no doubting how 
good Van Dijk was, but right 
now let's call it as it is, Van Dijk 
is an absolute shadow of  the 
player he was.

“He's getting overlooked 
because he's happy to blame 
Trent [Alexander-Arnold] and 
Gomez and Tsimikas comes 
in. The mainstay right now is 
Van Dijk, and he's nowhere 
near it.

“ W h a t  a b o u t  t h e 
challenge on Mitrovic for the 
penalty against  Fulham? 
Mitrovic turns him, that's not 
Van Dijk! He squares him up, 
turns him, penalty.

“Against Napoli he lunges 
in and makes a challenge that 
he doesn't have to make.

“I never saw John Terry 
make decisions like that or 
consistently have a bad run like 

this. Rio Ferdinand, I never 
saw it. The drop-off  from him 
being the greatest centre-half  
that the world has ever seen to 
now, the drop-off  is colossus.

contract in the process. Just 
Wednesday morning the 
Seagulls boss was posing for 
Brighton's 2022/23 season 
t e a m - p h o t o s ,  b e f o r e 
heading to West London 
a f t e r  b e i n g  g r a n t e d 
permission.

Potter will take charge 
of  Chelsea immediately 
ahead of  their game against 
Fulham this weekend.

A club statement read: 
“Chelsea Football Club is 
de l ighted  to  welcome 
Graham Potter as our new 
Head Coach, joining us on 
a five-year contract to bring 
his progressive football and 
innovative coaching to the 
Club.

“Potter is one of  the 
most exciting coaches in the 
game, starting his journey 
in Sweden before bringing 
his talents to the English 
game over the past four 
seasons. The 47-year-old is 

educated to degree level in 
disciplines beyond sport 
and has combined these 
experiences to forge a 

collaborative, forward-
thinking approach while 
developing attacking and 
winning football.

erie A club Napoli 

Shave revealed that 
V i c t o r  O s i m h e n 

suffered a muscle injury in 
their 4-1 win over Liverpool 
on Wednesday night.

Osimhen passed a late 

EFA on Thursday 

Ui n c l u d e d 
Barcelona's Robert 

L e wa n d ow s k i ,  A j a x ' s 
Mohammed Kudus and 
Spor t ing  CP ' s  Marcus 
Edwards in the Champions 
League team of  this week.

UEFA re l eased  the 
Champions League team in 
a post on its website today 
following the conclusion of  
the group stage match-day 
one fixture on Wednesday 
night.

Lewandowski, Kudus 
a n d  E d w a r d s  w e r e 
i m p r e s s i v e  f o r  t h e i r 
respective clubs against 
Viktoria Plzen, Rangers and 
Eintracht Frankfurt.

Below is  the UEFA 
Champions League team:

G o a l k e e p e r :
D o m i n i k  L i v a k o v i � 
(Dinamo Zagreb) – 7 points

D e f e n d e r s :
João Cancelo (Man City) – 
1 5  p o i n t s
Rúben Dias (Man City) – 14 
p o i n t s
Abakar Sylla (Club Brugge) 
–  1 7  p o i n t s
A l e j a n d r o  G r i m a l d o 
(Benfica) – 20 points

M i d f i e l d e r s :
Marian Shved (Shakhtar 
D o n e t s k )  –  1 7  p o i n t s
Marcus Edwards (Sporting 
C P )  –  1 4  p o i n t s
Mohammed Kudus (Ajax) – 
1 4  p o i n t s
Piotr Zieli�ski (Napoli) – 18 
p o i n t s
Leroy Sané (Bayern) – 13 
points

fitness test to feature in the 
game.

T h e  2 3 - y e a r - o l d 
sustained the same injury in 
Napoli's previous game 
against Monza.

The forward trained 
separately from the team on 
Monday and Tuesday 
before he was passed fit to 
f a c e  t h e  R e d s  o n 
Wednesday morning.

T h e  N i g e r i a n  w a s 
replaced four minutes after 
the break by Giovanni 
Simeone after suffering a 
relapse of  the injury

“Victor Osimhen, who 
came out in the 41st minute 
o f  N a p o l i - L ive r p o o l , 
accused a muscle strain in 
his right thigh,” reads a 
statement on the club's 
official website.

The striker, who had a 
fine performance in the 
game, missed a penalty 
before his substitution.

Turkish Super League outfit 
Galatasaray in talks to sign 
him. 

A club statement read: 
“Official negotiations have 
started with the football 
player regarding the transfer 
of  professional football 
player Juan Manuel Mata 
Garcia to our club.”

Mata ,  a  Wor ld  Cup 
winner, started his career in 
Real Madrid 's youth ranks 
before switching across Spain 
with a move to Valencia. 
After catching the eye at the 
Mestalla, he was snapped up 
by Chelsea and was twice 
named the Blues' player of  the 
season before Mourinho  
decided to sell him to Man 
Utd.

player regarding the transfer 
of  professional football 
player Juan Manuel Mata 
Garcia to our club.”

Fo r m e r  M a n c h e s t e r 
United midfielder Juan Mata 
appears to have finally found 
a new club a few months after 
departing Old Trafford. 

T h e  e x - S p a n i s h 
international waved farewell 
to Old Trafford this summer 
at the end of  his deal having 
enjoyed a successful eight-
and-a-half  year spell with the 
Red Devils. He has gone 
without a club over the past 
few months. However, as a 
free agent, he is able to 
negotiate with any club and 
finally appears to have settled 
on his next destination with 

 Transfer window: Ex-Man Utd veteran Mata set to pitch tents with Galatasaray 

Don't compare yourself to Terry, Ferdinand
– Chelsea legend, Coundy slams Liverpool star

Van Dijk

Potter confirmed as Chelsea
manager

Potter

Osimhen

UEFA includes Lewandowski, Kudus,
Edwards in Champions League team

Mata
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ans travelling to the F2022 World Cup will 
not be able to take 

a l c o h o l  f o r  p e r s o n a l 
consumption into Qatar, with 
the head of  the country's 
safety and security committee 
s a y i n g  t h a t  “ s p e c i f i c 
measures” are in place to take 
a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  a n y o n e 
attempting to smuggle liquor 
in their luggage.

A l t h o u g h  a l c o h o l  i s 
strictly restricted in Qatar  
drinking in public can lead to 
fines of  up to 3,000 riyal 
(£720) or prison sentences up 
to six months ,it can be 
purchased inside hotels, and 

e r c e d e s  a r e Mplanning for  a 
future  without 

Lewis Hamilton with Daniel 
R i c c i a r d o  u n d e r 
consideration to come in as 
his replacement in 2024.

H a m i l t o n  i s  o n l y 
signed up to the Silver 
Arrows until the end of  next 
season, a few weeks short of  
his 39th birthday.

The seven-time world 
champion has made no exact 
public statement about the 
timing of  his retirement, 
other than to say that he, 
rather than anyone else, will 
decide when his 'masterpiece' 
is completed.

However, Mercedes 
team principal Toto Wolff  is 
not  l eav ing  success ion 
planning to chance, which is 
w h e r e  S p o r t s m a i l 
under s tands  R icc ia rdo 
comes into the reckoning.

The Australian has 
been axed by McLaren for 
next season after a dip in 
form and he wants to find a 
new home in motor racing's 
premier series.

O n e  i d e a  u n d e r 
consideration by Mercedes is 
to enlist him as a reserve 
driver for next season and 
then have him as an oven-
ready option to take over 
Hamilton's race seat, if  
n e e d e d ,  a n d  p a r t n e r 

Englishman George Russell 
the following year.

R u s s e l l ,  2 4 ,  h a s 
impressed greatly during his 
first season at Mercedes and 
leads Hamilton by 30 points 
going into this weekend's 
Italian Grand Prix at Monza.

But he is patiently 

b id ing  h i s  t ime  be fore 
assuming the role of  de facto 
No 1 when Hamilton stops.

'Mercedes are thinking 
about Ricciardo to cover off  
the possibility of  walking 
away at the end of  next 
season,' a well-placed source 
told Sportsmail.

'Having Daniel in their 
camp means they wouldn't 
be left high and dry. It would 
also mean George would be 
the main man from that point 
in 2024.'

Ricciardo, an eight-
time race winner, has said he 
is 'pretty open-minded to any 
scenario'.

The 33-year-old has 
been linked with Haas but 
whether they want to meet 
his pay demands is doubtful. 
H e  m a y  a l s o  f i n d  i t 
unattractive to be parked at 
the backmarkers, especially 
if  Mercedes continue to turn 
his head.

uper Eagles forward, 

STaiwo Awoniyi, has 
bagged a degree in 

Business Management 
from Buckinghamshire 
New University, Wycombe, 
United Kingdom.

A n  E u r o p e - b a s e d 
Nigerian sports journalist, 
Ojora Babatunde, took to 
Twitter to celebrate the 
Not t ingham Fores ton 
player, Wednesday.

The 25-year-old bagged 
the degree a few days after 
his fellow in the Super 
Eagles and Leicester City 
midfielder, Wilfred Ndidi 
also got done with business 
and management diploma.

Babatunde tweeted, 
“Super Eagles forward, 
T a i w o  A w o n i y i 
@taiwoawoniyi18, bags a 
d e g r e e  i n  B u s i n e s s 
M a n a g e m e n t ,  f r o m 
Buckinghamshire New 
University, Wycombe.

 “Man preparing for life 
a f t e r  f o o t b a l l . 
Congratulations Big Awo.”

He shared a photo of  
the player in a graduation 
gown.

the supreme committee in 
charge of  the tournament has 
agreed to make beer  provided 
b y  Wo r l d  C u p  s p o n s o r 
available at stadiums and in 
fan zones during the World 
Cup, which begins on Nov. 20.

High consumption of  
alcohol during the early stages 
of  Russia 2018 led to some 
bars in Moscow running out 
of  beer as fans from across the 
world partied in the Russian 
capital.

But despite football fan 
culture in many regions of  the 
world involving alcohol 
consumption before, during 

igerian champions, 

NBayelsa Queens, will 
know their group 

stage opponents at the 2022 
CAF Women's Champions 
League today.

T h e  N i g e r i a n  l a d i e s 
defeated Ampem Darkoa 
Ladies of  Ghana 3-0 in the 
final of  the competition.

Seven other teams will 
participate in the tournament 
schedu led  to  ho ld  f rom 
October 31 to November 13 in 
Morocco.

The  teams  are  Green 
B u f f a l o e s  o f  Z a m b i a , 
D e t e r m i n e  G i r l s  F C  o f  
Liberia, and Simba Queens FC 
of  Tanzania.

T h e  o t h e r  t e a m s  a r e 
d e f e n d i n g  c h a m p i o n s , 
Mamelodi Sundowns of  South 
Africa, AS FAR of  Morocco, 
and Wadi Degla of  Egypt.

According to a statement 
on CAF's official website, the 
draw ceremony will take place 
a t  t h e  M o h a m m e d  V I 
Technical Centre in Rabat, 

Morocco.
B a y e l s a 

Queens booked 
a spot in the 
c o m p e t i t i o n 
after claiming 
the top spot at 
the WAFU B 
W o m e n ' s 
C h a m p i o n s 
L e a g u e  i n 
Yamoussoukro, 
Cote d 'Ivoire 
last weekend.

and after games, the Qatari 
authorities have said that 
alcohol availability will be 
limited to designated areas 
only and fans will not be 
allowed to bring their own 
booze.

 “ T h e r e  a r e  s p e c i f i c 
measures,” Colonel Jassim 
Abdulrahim Al Sayed of  the 
safety and security operations 
committee told ESPN at a 
news conference in Doha. “I 
think alcohol will not allowed 
through the airpor t and 
suitcases.

“There  are  locat ions 
where alcohol will be sold 

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e 
country.”

The main fan fest 
at the tournament 
w i l l  o n l y  s e r v e 
alcohol after 6:30 
p.m., despite some 
games kicking off  
earlier in the day.

But Qatar 2022 
c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e 
Nasser Al Khater has 
u r g e d  f a n s  t o 
consume alcohol in 
the specific areas that 
h ave  b e e n  g ive n 
permission to serve 
drinks.

Argentina
01:30 Estudiantes L.P. - Racing Club—X
01:30 Tigre – Huracan—2 
23:00 San Lorenzo - Atl. Tucuman—2 
Germany
15:30 Bayern Munich – Stuttgart--1
18:30 Schalke – Bochum—Ov2.5
Austria
17:00 Ried – Salzburg—Ov2.5
19:00 Odense - FC Copenhagen—X2
Isreal
17:00 Maccabi Haifa - Nes Tziona—1X
19:15 Ashdod - Maccabi Tel Aviv—X2

Spain
14:00 Real Madrid – Mallorca—Ov 2.5
12:30 Atalanta – Cremonese—1 
15:00 Bologna – Fiorentina—X2 
15:00 Lecce - Monza – Un3.5
15:00 Sassuolo - Udinese – GG
Bulgaria
16:45 CSKA Sofia - Slavia Sofia—1x 
19:15 Botev Vratsa – Ludogorets—X2 
Croatia
18:55 Slaven Belupo - Istra 1961—X 
21:05 Lok. Zagreb – Varazdin—X 

Betting tips for the weekend

...Bet responsibly

CAF Women's Champions League: Bayelsa Queens to know
opponents today

2022 W/cup: Qatar warns fans against sneaking in alcohol

Mercedes eye Ricciardo as replacement for Hamilton 

Ricciardo Hamilton

Super Eagles Taiwo Awoniyi
Bags UK Degree

Awoniyi


