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News

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

G
overnor David 
Umahi of  Ebonyi 
State has strength-

ened his vow to pursue 
equity in Ebonyi State by 
handing over power to the 
Izhi Clan of  Ebonyi North 
Senatorial district in 2023. 
The governor reinforced 
the commitment Saturday, 
while speaking as a special 
guest at the grand finale of  
the 2022 Ojiji (New Yam) 
festival of  the Clan held at 
the clan’s ancestral home, 
Amagu, Abakaliki.

Umahi who lauded the 

2023: Umahi insists power must cede to
Izhi clan of Ebonyi North

liberality and peaceful dis-
position of  the Izhi People 
since the creation of  the 
State, promised to always 
give solidarity to their 
cause, especially as activ-
ities gear up for 2023 gen-
eral elections. He further 
appreciated the people’s 
tremendous support for his 
administration from incep-
tion, adding that the least 
he could do as reciproca-
tion was to ensure that the 
Izhi Clan clinch the gov-
ernorship position by the 
next year’s election.

“Let me first say that I 
am very proud of  Ndi Izhi. 
“By God’s special grace 

and the support of  Izhi peo-
ple as well as other Ebony-
ians, I became Governor. 

“I want to tell you that 
the way you have support-
ed this project, I am highly 
encouraged.

“I am very obedient to 

Ebonyi: IPAC shift elections for 
security reasons

By David Eze,
 Abakaliki

T
he Members of  Inter 
Party Advisory Coun-
cil (IPAC), Ebonyi 

State Council has shifted 
their Election early schedule 
to hold on Saturday 3rd Sep-
tember, 2022 to later date. 

The State Chairman of  Ac-
cord Party (AP) who is the 
Chairmanship Candidate for 
the election, Mr Ani Ndubui-
si Pascal who announced this 
while addressing Journalists 
in Abakaliki said the post-
ponement was based on the 
Security alert from Ebonyi 
State government.

He said that the state gov-
ernment has ordered them 
not to go near the venue of  
the Said Election which is the 
State Headquarters of  the In-
dependent National Electoral 
Commission INEC.

Ani said the whole INEC 
environment was surround-

ed by the Ebubeagu Security 
Outfit in the State “infact, the 
Ebubeagu Security Outfit has 
been instructed to deal with 
any of  us seen around the 
State INEC Office.” 

Mr Ani who was supposed 
to contest for Chairmanship 
of  the Council informed that 
everything was ready for the 
election including the Na-
tional body of  IPAC Who 
came from Abuja to conduct 
the Election.

 “It is true that IPAC con-
ducted election on 4th of  
February, 2022 but 9 polit-
ical parties who are mem-
bers of  the council were not 
informed about the election, 
so the nine members which 
am a member wrote a peti-
tion condemning the elec-
tion, that very petition that 
we wrote made the IPAC 
National body to nullify the 
February 4th Election, hence 
the today’s election.”

He added. Moreso, the 

your course, and my obedi-
ence is only to your course. 
“By the first of  October, 
on behalf  of  Ndi Izhi and 
APC, I will roll out three 
million man march in sup-
port of  Ndi Izhi and APC. 
“When I was campaigning, 

I told Izhi people that even 
if  there is any problem, I 
will unite Izhi as one.

“Today, that promise is 
fulfilled. “I shall fight for 
you and your people shall 
be my people.” The APC 
Gubernatorial Candidate 

and Speaker of  Ebonyi 
State House of  Assembly, 
Hon Francis Nwifuru ap-
preciated the Governor for 
his love for Izhi people and 
pledged the people’s contin-
ued solidarity to Governor 
Umahi even beyond the 
span of  his administration.

national body will soon com-
municate the general public 
on the day the election will 
hold again.

Ani urged all the Council 
members to remain calm as 
the right thing must be done. 
He call on Nigeria Govern-
ment to come to their aid. 

Energy expert blames low 
investment, hunger on incessant 
electricity failure
By Ikenna Orioha

A
n energy expert, 
Chief  Raymond Og-
ara, has blamed low 

investment and pronounced 
hunger in the country to in-
cessant electricity failure.

Ogara who was reacting 
to frequent system collapse, 
told our reporter last week 
in Owerri that the country 
should go for quality materi-
als and equipment, as well as 
the right personnel and infra-
structure to boost electricity 
and enhance the economy 
for even development.

He noted that cutting cor-
ners and poor construction 
would endanger ugly conse-
quences.

He observed that if  the 
country invests hugely in the 
industry, power instability 
would be a forgotten issue, as 
generation and distribution 
capacity would increase.

Also, he hinted that thun-
der arrestors should be prop-
erly installed to forestall any 
thunder strike during bad 
weather condition, just as 
vehicles should be regulated 
against running into cables or 
hitting electric poles.

Ogara, a researcher fellow 
in energy production, advo-
cated underground cables to 
ensure reliability and con-
stant electricity supply. He 
suggested that the country 
should embark on total ener-
gy supply to both urban and 
the hinterland to reduce rural 
exodus and encourage the 
building of  industries even in 
the remote areas of  the coun-
try.

Ogara urged that power 
generation transmission and 
distribution should be in 
the concurrent list to allow 
states go into power produc-
tion, calling for the building 
of  more power stations and 

resumption of  work on the 
abandoned power plants scat-
tered across the country.

While making a case for 
the acquisition of  nuclear 
power plants, the power engi-
neer called for an alternative 
power source like solar grids 
and renewable energy.

According to him, “if  the 
country will hit more than 
one hundred thousand mega 
watts of  power daily, the 
nation would have enough 
energy to service homes and 
industries, even as such devel-
opment would attract serious 
investors in both state and 
nation.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
he State Director, 
National Orientation 
Agency (NOA), An-

ambra State Directorate, 
Awka, Charles Nwoji, has 
described the environmen-
tal campaign cum policy 
of  the Professor Charles 
Chukwuma Soludo led gov-
ernment in the State as very 
commendable.

The NOA State Director, 
Barrister Nwoji, who was 
speaking when he led some 
management officers of  the 
Agency on advocacy visit to 
the Commissioner of  Envi-
ronment, Chief  Felix Odi-
megwu in his office at Chief  
Jerome Udoji Secretariat 
Awka, also commended 
the good job the Ministry 
of  Environment is doing 
in Anambra State on waste 
management so far, describ-
ing it as very impressive.

The NOA boss, who said 

that he considers the activi-
ties of  the Ministry as very 
critical  in the State, main-
tained that environmental 
issues play a very crucial 
role in the activities of   the 
Agency in the Society.

He pleaded with the Com-
missioner to bring any iden-
tified unauthorized waste 
mismanagement to NOA 
so that they would take it 
to appropriate authority in 
the State through the sensi-
tization programmes of  the 
Agency in the State.

He equally pleaded with 
the Commissioner to consid-
er the services of  the officers 
of  the WAI Brigade in the 
State as very critical tools in 
the waste management, es-
pecially during the Monthly 
environmental exercise.

In his remark, the Com-
missioner for Environment, 
Chief  Felix Odimegwu, said 
that it is very important for 
the Ministry to develop a 
resounding synergy with 

NOA in the State, saying 
as he had just come back 
from the National Council 
Worship on Environmental 
Management.

Odimegwu called for a 
more robust and collabora-
tion with NOA on its ori-
entation programs, adding 
that the Ministry has a lot 
of  platforms to work with 
NOA in the State.

He lamented that dump-
ing refuse inside gutters do 
not mean anything to our 
people without recourse, 
adding that the present gov-
ernment is committed to at-
titudinal change of  the peo-
ple on wastes management 
through effective use of  the 
services of  Officials of  the 
WAI Brigade in enforcing 
their Environmental policies 
in the State.

He added that the State 
government has perfected 
its plans towards desilting 
the New Market Road in 
Onitsha which he said was 

... Calls for FG intervention

On her part, the Special 
Assistant to Ebonyi Gover-
nor on Inter Party Affairs, 
Comrade Mrs Janifar  Adibe- 
Nwafor said no any other 
IPAC election will ever hold 
in the state until the present 
Executive who were elect-
ed on February 4th this year 
complete their tenure. 

Also the state IPAC Act-
ing Chairman, Mr. Ernest 
Nwaze said there is no how 
the council can conduct fresh 
election when the case of  the 
first one is still in law Court.

Ex-Imo, Abia CPS, Chike 
Tasie buried
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

G
overnor Okezie 
Ikpeazu of  Abia 
State has described 

a 3-time Chief  Press Sec-
retary in Imo and Abia 
States, Mr Chike Tasie who 
died at 74, as   simple, thor-
ough bred and professional 
Journalist. 

Ikpeazu who was repre-
sented by his Chief  Press 
Secretary, Barr. Onyebuchi  
Ememanka  during the bur-

ial  ceremony of  late  Tasie, 
noted that he was the first  
Chief  Press Secretary in 
Abia  State. 

The Governor reminded 
Chike Tasie family that the 
ways they would immor-
talize their late father were 
to love one another, live in 
peace and sustain the lega-
cies he left behind.

He praised the sacrifices 
of  Journalists in the strug-
gle for good governance. 
Delivering   his message 
during the commendation 
mass,  Rev. Father John 
Paul, of  St Francis Catholic 
Church, Umuobiala, Isu-
ikwuato  LGA, Abia State, 
reminded Christians, that 
they are pilgrims on Earth.

Father John Paul  made 
it clear, that our days on 
are numbered, stressed the 
need for all to be prepared 
like the five wise Biblical 
virgins ,who were   metic -
ulous  about the wedding 
invitation and went with ex-
tra oil in their lamps, hence 
no one knows the time, that 
inevitable call of  death will 
come, the Clergy man add-
ed. 

It will be recalled that, late 
Mr Chike Tasie, was the 3 
time  Chief  Press Secretary 
to 3 different  successful gov-
ernments, including Navy 
Commander Amadi Ikwue-
chegh, Navy Commander 
Anthony Ogugua  of  Imo  
State before becoming the 
first Chief  Press Secretary 
to Abia State’s first military 
administrator, Group Cap-
tain Frank Ajebona. 

He later became Abia 
State’s 3rd Director of  In-
formation after rising to top 
echelon in his career.

... As Agency sets to de-silt New Market road, Onitsha

recently submerged by run-
ning flash flood and con-
demned in a very strong 
term the unholy attitudes 
of  the people who build 
their houses on top of  water 
channels thereby hindering 
the free flow of  the flood 
water.

Also speaking, the Dep-
uty Director in charge of  
Programs in the National 
Orientation Agency Awka, 
Sir Joseph Uchendu, 
thanked the Commissioner 
for the warm reception ac-
corded them, assuring him 
that the leadership of  the 
Agency would not hesitate 
in making members of  the 
WAI Brigade  available for 
him to speak to with them 
in order to ascertain where 
they would fit in the war 
against filthy environmental 
degradation in the State, es-
pecially during the monthly 
environmental sanitation in 
the state.



Man kills elder brother over 
payment of EEDC bill in Anambra

News

House of Reps candidate threatening my life,
family, says Ikpeazu
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State Governor, 
Dr Okezie Ikpeazu 
has accused the 

House of  Representatives 
candidate of  the Labour 
Party, Chief  Ginger Ony 
of  allegedly threatening his 
life. The Abia Governor also 
said the current Isiala Ngwa 
North House of  Assembly 
Member also threatened 

the lives of  members of  Ik-
peazu’s family, in a recent 
political gathering. In a state-
ment signed by Sir Onuabu-
chi Ememanka, his Chief  
Press Secretary, Ikpeazu 
described the alleged threats 
as unwarranted and unjusti-
fiable.

The Governor who said he 
had been exhibiting political 
tolerance towards his polit-
ical opponents even when 
they poked their fingers on 
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his face, vowed not to keep 
quite at the threat to his life, 
office and members of  his 
family anymore

The statement read in part, 
“The attention of  the Gover-
nor of  Abia State, Dr. Okez-
ie Ikpeazu has been drawn to 
the recent incidence of  un-
warranted attacks on his per-
son, his family and indeed, 
the office of  the Governor 
of  Abia State by certain per-
sons in the State. In some 

instances, some of  these per-
sons have openly threatened 
to attack the Governor and 
members of  his family phys-
ically.”

 “It is on record that since 
his assumption of  office in 
May 2015, Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu has exhibited unpar-
alleled tolerance and accom-
modation in the discharge of  
his duties as Governor. He 
has consistently ignored all 
those whose stock in trade 

Imo APC Publicity Secretary, Duke, restates
commitment effective service
By Ikenna Orioha

T
he Publicity Secretary 
of  the All Progres-
sives Congress, APC, 

Imo State chapter, Cajetan 
Duke, has vowed that he 
will continue to render effec-
tive service to the state par-
ticularly to the APC with a 
view to adding to its expan-
sion and electoral victory to 
strengthen the economy for 
even development, peace, 
comfort and security.

Duke said he would work 
cordially and strategically 
with the leadership of  the 
APC and other relevant 
stakeholders of  the party 
including the governor to be 
able to defeat every obstacle 
challenging the ruling party 
to move forward and gain 
more goodies for their mem-
bers and the people of  Imo 
State at large.

Duke made the vow for 
continued sterling perfor-
mance as the spokesperson 
of  Imo State APC when the 
people of  Ngor-Okpala Lo-
cal Government Area organ-
ized a grand reception in his 
honor, last week, at Nguru 
Umuaru Civic Centre, amid 
funfair and jubilation.

The APC image maker, 
who reminded the people of  
the need to support the APC 
by voting for all its candi-

dates in the forthcoming 
election to enable them win 
to advance good governance 
and better living conditions 
for the people, noted that 
the Governor of  Imo State, 
Hope Uzodimma, has done 
marvelously, especially on 
road construction and reha-
bilitation, a feat he stressed 
is adding great values to the 
economic generation of  the 
state. 

“I thank you all immensely 
for showing solidarity to me 
as the spokesperson of  Imo 
State APC with this lavish 
grand reception. I deeply ap-
preciate APC leadership and 
the people of  Ngor-Okpala. 
I’m indebted to the Governor 

have been to practically poke 
their fingers on his face for 
no just cause”

“However, it appears that 
this disposition of  the Gov-
ernor has been misconstrued 
by some persons who now, 
at the slightest reason or 
even for no justifiable rea-
son whatsoever, embark on 
a public display of  unprec-
edented insults, abuses and 
threats to the life of  the Gov-
ernor and members of  his 
family.” 

Ikpeazu noted that he 
would no longer sit idly 
while some persons threaten 
his life, that of  his family and 
made it clear that no respon-
sible citizen could watch his 
life, family and office to be 
endangered by imminent at-
tack.

He warned further, “Con-
sequently, let it be known that 
the Governor will henceforth 
activate all known and rele-

vant laws in every single stat-
ute book in this country to 
protect his person, his family 
and the office of  the Gover-
nor of  Abia State from any 
further acts that attempt to 
put him or his family at risk 
of  any kind.”

The Governor categorical-
ly pointed out that he would 
head to head to pursue his 
rights against Hon Ginger 
Onwusibe, noting that every 
available legal option would 
be applied against the House 
of  Assembly member.

Onwusibe, who was a 
member of  PDP before de-
camping to Labour Party, 
is the House of  Reps candi-
date of  LP for Isiala Ngwa 
North/Isiala South federal 
constituency in 2023 gener-
al polls. Efforts to hear from 
Hon. Ginger Onwusibe to 
explain his own side of  the 
issue, over the weekend did 
not yield fruit.

who has done well especially 
in terms of  road construction 
and rehabilitation including 
youth development and em-
powerment. 

I have held several impor-
tant positions in ward, local 
government and state levels 
where I performed creditably 
and I cannot afford to dis-
appoint you now that I have 
been elevated. 

I’m quite grateful to the 
Governor and everyone who 
spent time to grace the grand 
reception. We will continue to 
work as a team as to grow the 
party and the state to the good 
of  all persons”, he said.

The occasion was graced 
by Price Alex Mbata, APC 

candidate for Owerri Sena-
torial Zone, Hon. Bede Eke, 
member representing Aboh 
Mabise/Ngor-Okpala Feder-
al Constituency in the House 
of  Representatives, Chief  
TOE Ekechi, APC chieftain, 
government appointees and 
traditional rulers, women and 
youth wings among others 
who described the celebrant 
as  hardworking and faithful 
having contributed immense-
ly to the growth of  APC in 
Ngor-Okpala and Imo State 
in extension, praying that 
God continues to strengthen 
him as he advances the good 
image of  the APC to the ad-
miration and acceptance of  
all.

The victim of rape and the suspect ion parade by the police in Ebonyi.
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awk

A 
middle aged man 
simply identified 
as Mr Peter Orji, a 

native of  Uruagu in Nnewi 
North Local Government 
Area of  Anambra State has 
reportedly shot dead his elder 
brother, Mr. Godwin Orji for 
allegedly disconnecting his 
light over non-payment of  
his electricity tariff, popularly 
known as EEDC Bill.

According to reports, the 
incident happened on Tues-
day in Okpunoeze, Uruagu, 
because of  a heated argu-
ment that ensued between 
the two brothers over the dis-
connection of  the light.

It was gathered that the 
argument ensued because 
Mr. Peter Orji (the alleged 
murderer) failed to pay 
his monthly EEDC bill of  
NM1500, leading to discon-
nection of  his light, which 
made him to confront the 
elder brother (living in the 

same compound with him), 
to quarrel him for disconnect-
ing his light.

The quarrel, according to 
reports, culminated to the 
point that the defaulter, Peter 
Orji got angry, rushed into his 
room, grabbed his gun, came 
out and gunned down his el-
der brother, Godwin Orji, in a 
twinkle of  an eye.

Mr. Peter Orji, after com-
mitting the murder, was said 
to have quickly run to a near-
est police station and surren-
dered himself, for the fear of  
being mobbed.

News Echo equally gathered 
that prior to the recent issue, 
there had been an age-old 
feud and vendetta between 
Mr. Peter Orji and his elder 
brother (the deceased) over 
a land dispute, for which he 
had been issuing life threats to 
his elder brother, which was 
not taken seriously, as he had 
repeatedly said it.

When contacted, the State 
Police Public Relations Of-
ficer, DSP Ikenga Tochukwu 
confirmed the incident in a 
telephone interview, but how-
ever said the suspect, Mr. Orji 
was arrested by the police, 
contrary to claims that he 
willingly surrendered himself  
to the police.

He said the wife of  the sus-
pect was first arrested at the 
scene of  crime, after which 
the suspect himself  was ar-
rested; both of  whom are cur-
rently in the police custody.

DSP Tochukwu further 
noted that the State Commis-
sioner of  Police, CP Echeng 
Echeng has ordered that the 
case be transferred to State 
CID, for discreet investiga-
tion.

I did not call ASUU members thieves - Minister of  State, Education, Goodluck Opiah

T
he Minister for State, 
Education, Goodluck 
Opiah, has denied ever 

referring to the members of  
the Academic Staff  Union 
of  Universities, ASUU, as 
thieves. He said he never 
called them by that deroga-
tory name, and never com-
pared them to thieves.

The Minister was quoted 
as saying, while on a working 
visit to the Federal Univer-
sity, Lokoja, FUL, on Fri-
day, September 3, 2022, that 
“only thieves demand for the 
money they didn’t work for.”

The Minister was appar-
ently speaking on the strike 
action by ASUU members 
which has kept Univer-
sity students at home for 
five months and counting. 
ASUU had declared the 
strike over the welfare of  its 
members and the state of  
Universities in the Country. 
All appeals to the Union to 
call off  the strike, especially, 
in the interest of  students 
have fallen on deaf  ears, and 
rebuffed. And every negoti-
ation with the Federal Gov-
ernment has fallen through.

In frustration, the Fed-
eral Government recently 
invoked the “no work, no 
pay”, rule. That has infuriat-
ed ASUU the more.

However, not a few Ni-
gerians are in support that 
ASUU members should not 
be paid for not working, and 
they probably agree that only 
thieves demand for money 
they did not work for.

But the Minister, in a state-
ment signed behalf  by his 
Special Adviser on New Me-
dia, Collins Ughalaa, said 
he never said anything like 

that, and  dismissed what he 
called a “one-sentence nar-
rative” as mischief  “meant 
to widen the gulf  between 
ASUU and the Federal Gov-
ernment.”

Opiah, also, revealed to 
Nigerians and the Universi-
ty Community that the Fed-
eral Government has met 
all ASUU demands, and 
appealed to the Union to re-
ciprocate by calling off  the 
strike. The only issue remain-
ing, Opiah explained, is the 
“no work no pay” rule which 
the FG recently invoked.
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Editorial

he African Continental Free Trade TArea (AfCFTA) has given leverage 
to all countries in the continent to 

diverse their business catchments. Many 
countries  have done this  through 
strengthening their Free Trade Zones 
(FTZs) and for now, free trade zones are 
springing up everywhere in Africa.

Stakeholders say that Nigeria must be 
concerned about competition from Egypt, 
South Africa, Kenya, Benin Republic, 
Ghana and Togo, where huge investments 
have been committed to free trade zones 
development.

Undoubtedly, the recent decision of 
the Nigeria Export Processing Zones 
Authority (NEPZA) to concession the 
Calabar  and  Kano FTZs  remains 
government's best economic approach to 
accelerate Nigeria's industrialisation 
agenda.

The primary purpose of a free trade 
zone is to remove from a seaport, airport, 
or border those hindrances to trade caused 
by high tariffs and complex customs 
regulations.

Among the advantages of the system 
are the quicker turnaround of ships and 
planes through the reduction in formalities 
of customs examinations and also the 
ability to fabricate, refinish, and store 
goods freely.

A road show was recently held in 
Lagos on the planned concession of the 
two public export processing zones.

Prof. Adesoji Adesugba, Managing 
Director of NEPZA, said the planned 
h a n d s h a k e  w i t h  t h e  w o u l d - b e 
concessionaires would positively impact 
on the operation of the 30-year-old public 
facilities for global competition.

“The two zones are highly viable 
because of many reasons, including their 
vital locations, easy access to raw 
materials, seaports, airports, outside 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e,  l a b o u r  a n d  m o r e 
importantly the boisterous nature of the 
two commercial cities.

“The Authority is, therefore, available 
to support and assist the new owners, to 
speedily surmount challenges that may 
come with taking up the management of 
this kind of business.

“I want to assure the private sector 
and particularly, companies that are set to 
file their bids, to count themselves lucky 
because of the great requisite return on 
investment the facilities will be offering,'' 
he said.

Adesugba added that the scheme 
offered complete tax holiday from all 
federal, state and local government taxes, 
rates, customs duties and levies.

He said the duty-free on import of 
capital goods, consumer goods, machinery, 
equipment and furniture were guaranteed, 

adding that the scheme also permitted 100 
per cent foreign ownership of investments.

The NEPZA chief executive said duty 
on exports into the customs territory was 
calculated on the value of  originally 
imported component raw materials and 
not on the value of finished goods.

He added He added that the scheme 
provided opportunity to export items on 
Nigeria's import prohibition list, provided 
that it could be proven that at least 35 per 
cent value had been added to promote local 
content.

“The scheme offers permission to sell 
100 per cent of manufactured, assembled 
or imported goods into the domestic 
market and it guarantees 100 per cent 
repatriation of capital and profit.

“It was imperative for the private 
sector to now leverage on these incentives 
as the scheme allows them to ride on the 
AfCFTA framework to freely access the 
continent's huge market,” he said.

Otunba Adeniyi Adebayo, Minister of 
Industry, Trade and Investment, said the 
unrelenting efforts of  the National 
Council on Privatisation had made the 
process leading to the concession of the 
two zones seamless so far.

The minister said that the decision to 
privatise them was hinged on the Federal 
Government's preparedness to produce 
world-class free zones that the country 
could use to solve some of its economic 
challenges.

“Government's stance to allow for a 
transparent process that would bring up 
virile concessionaires, with the right 
capacity, expertise and finance to convert 
the zones to national economic asset, 
capable of generating employment for the 
teeming youth and Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) is topmost.”

Mr Alex Okoh, Director-General, 
Bureau of Public Enterprises (BPE), said 
the concession model to be used would be 
that of “build, rehabilitate, operate and 
handover,'” over a period.

He added that the Lagos road-show 
was part of the process leading to the final 
concession of  the two facilities by 
December.

Before the road show, Adesugba had 
reiterated the commitment of NEPZA to 
live up to its mandate by providing wider 
business corridor for investors to access 
the country's free trade zones.

He spoke when the staff  union 
members of the authority staged a peaceful 
demonstration to support his efforts in 
transforming NEPZA.

Adesugba, who emphasised on the 
need to explore the benefits provided by 
the free trade zones to grow Nigeria's 
economy,

AfCFTA: Nigeria should leverage
on  Free Tade Zones to beat
African competition



News

2023: Govs Ikpeazu, Wike, Ortom back to London
C

ontrary to specula-
tions, the Wike ver-
sus Atiku Palaver 

dogging the PDP is far from 
over as the quartet of   Gov-
ernor Nyesom Wike, his 
Oyo and Benue State coun-
terparts, Seyi Makinde and 
Samuel Ortom respectively 
and Abia governor, Okez-
ie Ikpeazu are said to have 
met in London, on Friday 
to continue deliberations on 
their next move as the PDP 
National chairman, Iyor-
chia Ayu calls their bluff

A source familiar with the 
development told Vanguard 
Newspaper that Makinde 
who has been on his annual 
vacation since the last meet-
ing, was first joined by Wike 
and Ikpeazu,while Ortom 
who was on his way to the 
United States of  America, 
made a stopover.

The top-ranking member 
of  the PDP leadership said: 
“unless a miracle happens, 

the reconciliation talks be-
tween Atiku and Wike have 
irretrievably collapsed.

“Wike and his team are 
currently (sic) in London 
where they met this after-
noon and I have it on a good 
authority that the presiden-
tial candidate of  the All 
Progressives Congress, Asi-
waju Ahmed Tinubu, will 
be joining them to conclude 
talks started weeks ago.”

Another party source 
said: “The die is cast. Wike 
and his team have been can-
vassing for a Southern Pres-
ident of  Peoples Democrat-
ic Party extraction.

“They were prepared to 
make concessions in the 
interest of  the party but the 
arrogance of  some leaders 
on the other side has forced 
them to have a rethink.

“They’re (Wike and co) 
not considering leaving the 
party, far from it. We all 
knew what happened in 

2015 and 2019. Our trou-
bles came mostly from 
within. The outsiders sim-
ply stepped up and slid into 
the cracks.

 “Ayu too has not helped 
matters. Instead of  playing 
the role of  a father to all, he 
chose to satisfy the longing 
of  Atiku and a few of  his 
expired political acolytes.

 “If  you can remember, 
Ayu did not contest an elec-
tion; there wasn’t a contest. 

Initially there were three 
persons pencilled for the 
position when it was mi-
cro-zoned to Benue. They 
were: Sen. Gabriel Suswam, 
Sen. David Mark and Ayu.

“Ortom took it upon 
himself  to talk to Suswam 
and Mark to get their buy 
in and they stepped down 
in deference to him. Wike 
provided the largest chunk 
of  the logistics which Ayu 
was to use to reach out to 

CPS to Ikpeazu, Onuabuchi Ememanka (in white) carrying the corpse of former CPS, Chike Tasie.

other caucuses but today, he 
calls all of  them children. 
We shall see, the source said

 “It was the Benue State 
Governor, Samuel Ortom, 
who in consultation with 
Wike and others thought it 
wise to let it go to Ayu.

Wike has been at logger-
heads with his party’s pres-
idential candidate over the 
choice of  his running mate, 
Governor Ifeanyi Okowa of  
Delta State.

He had previously met 
with top APC members, in-
cluding the party’s presiden-
tial candidate, Bola Tinubu; 
Speaker of  the House of  
Representatives, Femi Gba-
jabiamila; Aliyu Wamakko; 
Ekiti State Governor, Kay-
ode Fayemi; as well as the 
Ondo and Lagos state gov-
ernors, Rotimi Akeredolu 
and Babajide Sanwo-Olu, 
among others.

PDP has boxed itself into irretrievable 
tight corner - VON D-G, Okechukwu 

A
s Nigerians reflect on 
the polity, barely 24 
days to the takeoff  

of  campaigns for the 2023 
general elections, Osita Oke-
chukwu, Director-General 
of  Voice of  Nigeria (VON) 
says Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP), has boxed itself  
into irretrievable tight corner.

Okechukwu, also a foun-
dation member of  the APC, 
said this when he fielded re-
porter’s questions on Sunday 
in Abuja.

He said that instead of  sit-
ting down to address the var-
ious challenges confronting 
their party, the PDP leaders 
were busy passing the buck 
and blaming the ruling APC.

Mr Simon Imobo’Tswam, 
Special Adviser on Media 
and Communications to 
PDP chairman, Dr Iyorchi-
ya Ayu had cited posts pur-
portedly credited to APC 
insinuating that he said that 
he cannot take on a man that 
cannot father a child and 
other unprintable innuendos.

Okechukwu lambasted 
Ayu for accusing APC of  
sponsoring mischievous 
posts against him.

He dismissed the insinua-
tion that APC was fuelling 
the PDP crisis and urged 
Ayu to avoid buck-passing 
and blame game, stressing 
that doing so amounts to 
transfer of  misplaced aggres-
sion.

“Methinks that Dr Ayu, 

being a social scientist is ex-
perienced enough to know 
that once covenant of  nation-
al integration is breached, it 
unleashes antithesis of  un-
imaginable proportion natu-
rally on the culprits.

“The PDP national chair-
man should leave APC out 
of  the confusion he plunged 
his party into when he delib-
erately betrayed the South 
and Governor Nyesom Wike 
by extension. Blame game 
and transfer of  aggression 
are not the answer to Ayu’s 
Odd Consensus,” he said.

Expatiating on his postu-
lation of  Ayu’s Odd Con-
sensus, Okechukwu said 
that “Ayu’s Odd Consensus 
was the willing unpatriotic 
breach of  the subsisting ro-
tation of  power from North 
to South convention by Ayu 
and his presidential candi-
date, Atiku Abubukar.

“Secondly, the duo has 
reached the odd consensus 
that Atiku is not likely to 
win the 2023 presidential 
election. This is why they 
rejected the minor palliative 
of  placating Gov. Nyesom 
Wike and others that were 
hurt by the breach. Other-
wise, if  they are sure of  vic-
tory, Ayu could have willing-
ly stepped down long ago, 
and wait for more juicy slots 
post 2023 presidential elec-
tion victory like SGF. Hence 
close the huge failure frac-
ture starring them in the face 

News Echo   Monday 5 - Tuesday 6 September, 2022                                                                                             Page 5

consequent upon the betrayal 
of  the South.”

Okechukwu said that 
Ayu’s Odd Consensus that 
there was no need bargaining 
away the lofty chairmanship 
of  the PDP with N14 billion 
heist, when he is not sure of  
victory is Ayu’s pragmatic 
guardrail.

 “Thirdly, Ayu and his 
co-travelers odd consensus 
heavy reliance to raise votes 
via fault lines is being blocked 
by patriots like PDP’s Chil-
dren, APC’s Northern Gov-
ernors Forum, Prof. Ango 
Abdullahi, Pa Ayo Adeban-
jo, Chief  Olusegun Obasan-

jo and host of  others who 
reason that it is not fair and 
just for North to hand over to 
North.”

He said that analysis 
by pundits suggested that 
PDP’s Children, Sen. Rabiu 
Kwankwaso of  NNPP and 
Peter Obi of  Labour Par-
ty (LP) were achilles heel 
whittling down the expected 
support base of  Atiku, espe-
cially the sophisticated far 
Northern electorate whom 
he never represented and 
the Southern electorate, who 
yearn for power shift, the 
traditional stronghold of  the 
PDP since 1999.

Alleged N1.5Billion theft: 
Arthur Eze evicts late brother’s
son, Prince Olisa, family from 
house

I
n November 2020, Ar-
thur Eze brought his two 
brothers before a Fed-

eral Capital Territory High 
Court, accusing them of  
stealing N1.5 billion from 
his company and using it for 
their own benefit.

Prince Olisa Eze and his 
family were forcibly removed 
from their home on Thurs-
day in Abuja by billionaire 
and politician Arthur Eze of  
Nigeria. The police claimed 
to have an execution war-
rant, but they wouldn’t pres-
ent it to Prince Olisa Eze or 
his wife.

In November 2020, Arthur 
brought his two brothers be-
fore a Federal Capital Terri-
tory High Court, accusing 
them of  stealing N1.5 billion 
from his business and using 
it for their own benefit.

Reporters learned that Ar-
thur disregarded the appeals 
procedures that had been 
served on him and went for-
ward with evicting the fami-
ly. He also intimidated them 
with armed officers who lay 
siege to the residence for 
several hours and rendered 
them homeless.

Despite an appeal pending 
before the appellate court 
seeking a stay of  execution 
and the transmission of  the 
record of  appeal, Arthur 
was alleged to have worked 
secretly with senior police of-
ficers to carry out the execu-
tion of  the ruling of  Justice 
Modupe Osho-Adebiyi of  
the Federal Capital Territory 
High Court sitting in Gudu 
that was delivered on June 
30, 2022.

Newsmen got court papers 
addressed to Deputy Chief  
Registrar Court of  Appeal, 
Abuja, with suit number 
CA/ABJ/CV/915/2022 
and titled “Record of  Appeal 
(Civil)”.

It read, “I read to the above 
subject matter and hereby 
forward ten (10) Certified 
True Copies and 2 electron-
ic diskettes in respect of  the 
above-stated suit with the ev-
idence of  service of  Records 
of  Appeal on the parties.”

A “Motion on Notice” 
in another lawsuit with the 
case number FCT/HC/
M5660/2022 asks the court 
to issue a stay of  execution 
for the judgment of  the high 
court of  the Federal Capital 
Territory, located in Gudu, 
which was rendered by Jus-
tice Modupe R. Osho-Adebi-
yi on June 30, 2022.

Furthermore, it was 
learned that Arthur Eze per-
sonally oversaw the eviction. 
Arthur, according to report-
ers, arrived in a Mercedes 
Benz G-Class SUV and gave 
the police instructions on 
how to conduct the eviction.

At around 2:00 pm, armed 
police officers in seven Hilux 
vehicles assaulted the house 
at No. 5 Ifeanyi Ararume 
Street in Mabushi. They de-
stroyed the main gate, remov-
ing everyone from the duplex 
along with their possessions.

When the armed police 
officers, commanded by one 
I. Abubakar, arrived at the 
house’s location, some thugs 
also broke down the door 
and drove the residents and 
their possessions out.

2023: I wonder why PDP
still exists – Tinubu

T
he presidential candi-
date of  the All Pro-
gressives Congress 

(APC), Asiwaju Bola Tinu-
bu, has wondered why the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) still exists.

Tinubu stated this during 
the unveiling of  the Tinubu/
Shettima door-to-door cam-
paign group in Abuja on 
Saturday.

The former Governor of  
Lagos also described the 
PDP as a party that lacks 
direction.

“They spent 16 years and 
forgot that there is a railway 
infrastructure that can do 

haulage, human carriage, 
animal husbandry and food 
carriage across the length 
and breadth of  the country.

“They (PDP) got there 
and turned it into an incuba-
tor. I wonder why they still 
exist as a party. These are 
people still fighting for lead-
ership of  their party, looking 
for the direction of  the com-
pass.

“We don’t need to worry 
about the PDP — poverty 
development party. Today, 
let’s lower the temperature. 
It’s not the time to campaign 
yet. They will hear a lot from 
us,” Tinubu said.



Nnamdi  Azik iwe,  Ikemba 
Odumegwu Ojukwu, General 
Ike Nwachukwu and a lot of  
others were born in the North, by 
their parents who settled there as 
their home. I don't want to 
m e n t i o n  L a g o s  a n d  t h e 
developmental roles Igbos have 
played and continue to play 
there. But suffice it to say that 
there exist many Igbos in Lagos 
whose first language is Yoruba 
because they have accepted that 
place as their home.

"Indeed, throughout the 774 
local government areas of  the 
country, from Zungeru to Owo 
and from Akwanga to Ahoada, 
Igbos are found there in their 
numbers. In most cases, after the 
indigenous population, the 
second largest ethnic group in 
any city outside Igboland are 
Igbos. What other evidence do 
we need to authenticate our 
Nigerianess and our faith in the 
country called Nigeria?

"As I said earlier, there is no 
part of  Nigeria today, even the 
remotest parts that you won't 
find Igbos in large numbers 
engaged in commerce and 
sundry economic activities, 
thereby contributing to the 
growth of  the nation, adding 
value to the economy of  the 
states they reside in and blending 
with their hosts. So, if  the 
demographic spread is a good 
i n d e x  f o r  m e a s u r i n g  t h e 
c o n f i d e n c e  o f  e t h n i c 
nationalities in a united Nigeria, 
and it is, then Ndigbo will most 
likely rank as the number one 
ethnic nationality that has 
unfettered confidence in a united 
Nigeria. This is for the simple 
commonsensical reason that no 
man will make a home out of  the 
land that he does not love or wish 
well.

"In my book, 'Reflections on 
t h e  I g b o  Q u e s t i o n , '  I 
categorically declared that the 
Igbo question is actually the 
story of  the Igbo in project 
Nigeria and their patriotic and 
fervent desire for a country that 

offers them an unfettered space 
for  se l f -ac tua l iza t ion  and 
identity as well. But, in another 
way, it means that Ndigbo have 
always had an unflinching faith 
in the unity of  Nigeria because 
they bel ieve that  the vast 
geographical territory and 
resources and opportunities 
Nigeria offers are capable of  
providing that space.

"Actually, the question that 
ought to dominate the national 
space is not whether the Igbos 
love Nigeria or for that matter, 
whether they believe in a United 
Nigeria, but whether they have 
been offered that deserved and 
desired accommodation.

While I would rather that we 
focus on the future, it is also 
necessary for us to reflect on 
what has kept the Igbo question 
recur r ing.  In  my book as 
mentioned earlier, I traced our 
current travails to the civil war.

"I recalled how Igbos were at 
the commanding heights of  the 
military, academia, sports and 
what have you, before the 
outbreak of  the war. However, by 
an unsavoury twist of  fate, 
playing out with the vicissitudes 
o f  s eve r a l  o t h e r  f a c t o r s , 
i n c l u d i n g  f a l l  o u t s  f r o m 
consp i rac i e s  and  counte r 
conspiracies, Igbos became 
victims of  national intrigues and 
socio-economic brutalization. 
This is my own summary of  the 
events leading to the civil war 
and its aftermath.

"But, in spite of  the crushing 
effects of  the civil war and the 
hostile official policies that 
followed, Igbos, like the biblical 
dry bones, managed to rise again. 
Yes, the Igbos rose from the ashes 
of  the civil war to embrace 
Nigeria again, spreading all over 
her space, to live and let's live.

"In fact, the resurgence of  the 
Igbo man after those harsh 
policies more than anything 
espoused the courageous and 
resilient spirit of  the race. They 
derive strength from affliction 
and blossom in an environment 

c o n s i d e r e d  h o s t i l e  a n d 
unconducive.

"With a history of  afflictions 
resulting from an ill-conceived 
war, the strong desire of  Ndigbo 
for a Nigeria of  their dream did 
not wane. In spite of  the brutality 
a n d  h u g e  l o s s e s  t h e y 
experienced, Igbos returned to 
Nigeria, immediately after the 
war and embraced everyone as 
though nothing happened. What 
does  tha t  t e l l  u s ?  I t  i s  a 
c o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  t h e 
indispensable fact that Igbos do 
not intend to leave. They fully 
recognise that Nigeria is the only 
country they have and they are 
not going anywhere, just as they 
will not allow any person or 
groups of  persons to push them 
out of  the country they call their 
own.

"However, I must admit that 
as a race we have our flaws. 
When we reflect on where the 
rain started beating us, we will 
c o m e  t o  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e 
conclusion that we have made 
some mistakes, more from the 
hear t than from the head. 
Because, we trust easily; because 
we are quick to make friends, etc. 
But, the greatest of  all is that we 
are weak in negotiations. We are 
often not as diplomatic as we 
ought to be. Perhaps our greatest 
bane is the “Nzogbu Nzogbu, 
Enyimba” spirit in all of  us. This 
spirit probably deludes us into 
believing that we can do it all 
a lone or  into hoping that 
someday “manna” will fall from 
heaven and give us the day.

"In the book already referred 
to, I made it clear that our desire 
for a Nigerian President of  Igbo 
e x t r a c t i o n  c a n  o n l y  b e 
a c c o m p l i s h e d  t h r o u g h 
negotiated agreements as no one 
ethnic group can produce the 
president of  Nigeria without the 
support of  the other ethnic 
groups. Sadly, because we appear 
deficient in negotiation skills, we 
have not made much headway in 
this regard. Our poor outing in 
the last party primaries of  the 

two major political parties 
speaks volumes in this regard. 
T h e  a p p a r e n t  l a c k  o f  
understanding, cooperation or 
unity amongst the candidates 
from the South-East may also 
have played a role in the poor 
outing. 

"This contrasts with what 
happened in 1992, when the man 
we are celebrating today, Chief  
Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu, flew 
the flag of  Ndigbo to contest the 
presidential primaries of  the 
N a t i o n a l  R e p u b l i c a n 
Convention (UNCP). I felt proud 
as an Igbo man as I watched him 
transverse the various parts of  
Nigeria canvassing votes and 
marshalling his plans for the 
country. Although we had other 
Igbos who showed interest, 
C h i e f  I w u a n y a n w u  w a s 
remarkable because he showed 
us  the way to  pursue our 
aspi ra t ions  in  the  pro jec t 
Nigeria."

Governor Uzodimma who 
described the celebrant as a great 
son and leader, congratulated 
Chief  Iwuanyanwu for all he did 
to bring Igbo and Nigeria into 
international reckoning through 
h i s  p o l i t i c s ,  b u s i n e s s 
relationship, entrepreneurship, 
ph i lan thropy,  spor t s,  and 
mentoring of  men and women, 
added, "We are here to celebrate 
our leader, mentor and proud son 
of  Igbo land. Indeed, we have 
come to celebrate someone truly 
deserving of  being celebrated 
and to honour someone worthy 
of  honour."

His words: "Getting to the 
ripe age of  80 years (or the 8th 
floor as we call it) is a blessing, 
but staying strong, lucid and 
articulate at 80 is a special grace 
that can only come from God. I 
am not surprised that Chief  
Iwuanyanwu has been so blessed 
and gifted by the Almighty 
because most of  his life has been 
dedicated to the service of  God 
and humanity. Ahaejiagamba, I 
appreciate and congratulate you 
for  being a role model  in 
humility, philanthropy and 
humanity.

"Judging from the celebrant's 
vast network of  friends, partners 
and associates gained over 
decades of  involvement in 
business and politics, I am not 
sur pr ised by the  ar ray of  
personalities who have come 
from across the length and 
breadth of  the country to honour 
this jewel of  Igboland and pride 
of  Nigeria.  I have seen some 
dignitaries from various ethnic 
nationality organisations, such 
as AFENIFERE, AREWA, 
PANDEF, MIDDLE BELT 
F O RU M  a n d ,  o f  c o u r s e, 
O H A N A E Z E  N D I G B O. 
Indeed, it will not be totally out 
o f  p l a c e  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h i s 
auspicious gathering as a mini-
national conference.

"We are talking of  a man who 
has spent over 50 years of  his life 
preaching good neighbourliness, 
love and understanding among 
the different ethnic groups that 
make up Nigeria. So, when we 
come to celebrate him and also 
use the auspicious event to 
discuss the lingering topic of  
Nigerian unity, particularly as it 
affects Igbos, I believe it can pass 
for a mini national conference. 
And this is more so because the 
discourse on Igbos and national 
unity has been recurring from 
pre-independence days to the 
present day. It is also a subject 
that continues to generate 
in tense  na t iona l  in te res t , 
c o n t r o v e r s y  a n d 
misinterpretations....

"The foregoing explains why 
I  a m  b o t h  e x c i t e d  a n d 
encouraged that at 80, Chief  
Iwuanyanwu has continued to 
seek answers to the Igbo question 
through his active participation 
in the affairs of  Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo,  of  which he is  a 
founding member. Without a 
doubt, Chief  Iwuanyanwu has 
always defended the legitimate 
quest by Ndigbo to have a fair 
deal in Nigeria.

"As elders who have seen the 
devastating and debilitating 
effects of  war, we would never 
subscribe to violence as a means 
of  getting justice and equity. 
When we watch on our TV sets 
the gory pictures emanating 
from Ukraine and Russia; when 
we see emaciating children in 
Syria and Yemen; when we 
behold the carcasses of  war in 
South Sudan, Iraq and Libya, 
nobody will need anybody to tell 
us that peace is preferable to war 
and that negotiation is always 
better than violence. That is why 
I keep advising our youths to 
eschew violence and toe the path 
of  peace. Those promoting 
violence in whatever form as a 
means of  getting what we desire 
are not helping the Igbo course. 
Like I have always said, Ndigbo 
need Nigeria just as Nigeria 
needs us.  In that context, 
therefore, it is our responsibility 
to explore more peaceful and 
democratic means of  resolving 
the challenges associated with 
our clamour for justice and 
equity.

“Ladies and gentlemen, as we 
ponder on the Igbo Question, let 
me make it clear, that we can 
only reap what we plant. When 
we plant peace and love as we are 
currently doing across Nigeria, 
we shall find that which we 
earnestly seek. We should take 
opportunities of  the vast space 
called Nigeria to unleash our 
God-g iven ta lents  for  the 
attainment of  our goals. What 
we seek may be delayed, but it 
can never be denied, for as long 
as we come to equity with clean 
hands."
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Event

...What the Igbos seek from the country
is accommodation, not domination

Continued from B/P



Why Igbo did not emerge APC, PDP 
presidential candidates - Uzodimma

News

I’m not leaving PDP, just concerned about
South East – Ikpeazu 
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A
s controversy con-
tinues to trail the ac-
tivities of  Governor 

Nyesom Wike of  River State 
and three other governors 
of  the opposition Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP), 
the Governor of  Abia State, 
Okezie Ikpeazu, has said 
that he had no intention of  
leaving the party.

Ikpeazu, who spoke in an 
interview on Saturday, said 
that what was important for 
him was for the PDP and its 
presidential candidate, Atiku 
Abubakar, to decide on how 
they are going to include the 
South East in the scheme of  
things within the party.

Ikpeazu, who stated that 
his party was willing to vote 
the PDP in the February 23 
presidential election, said 
that as of  now, the PDP has 
not made clear what posi-

tions are available for the 
South East, should the party 
emerge victorious in the 2023 
election.

Ikpeazu, Wike, Gover-
nors Samuel Ortom of  Be-
nue State and Seyi Makinde 
of  Oyo State have formed 
a quartet of  governors who 
have met Atiku, the presiden-
tial candidates of  the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) 
and Labour Party, Peter Obi 
at different times in political 
negotiations. They are be-
lieved to be working against 
Atiku and are negotiating for 
better deals within and out-
side the party.

But speaking on Saturday, 
Ikpeazu said that although 
they had engaged in different 
discussions with other par-
ties, his focus remained on 
the PDP and how the South 
East would be accommodat-

ed in a favourable way after 
the elections.

According to the Gov-
ernor: “Forget all talks of  
leaving the PDP. I am not 
leaving the PDP and I don’t 
think other governors are 
planning to do so. But the 
point is that the South East 
was denied tickets of  the 
presidency in both the PDP 
and APC. That leaves us un-
sure of  where we are going, 
what roles we will play in 
after the 2023 election. That 
is my concern. That is what 
I am fighting for. Our votes 

are for the PDP if  we receive 
assurances of  our position in 
2023 from the PDP, where I 
belong in the first place.”

The governor further said: 
“It is not about playing hard 
with the PDP. It is about 
knowing what we will be giv-
en after the elections. These 
are things we need to sort 
out early before we commit 
to anybody. It is not enough 
for us to vote for the party. 
It is about where we are go-
ing to be positioned after the 
election. You don’t run blind 
in politics. Yes, truly, we are 
not happy with the outcome 

I
mo State Governor, 
Hope Uzodimma, has 
revealed why an Igbo 

did not emerge the pres-
idential candidate of  the 
two leading political parties 
in the country, the All Pro-
gressives Congress, APC 
and the Peoples Democrat-
ic Party, PDP.

Former Lagos State Gov-
ernor, Asiwaju Bola Tinu-

bu and former Vice Presi-
dent, Atiku Abubakar, had 
emerged presidential candi-
dates of  the APC and PDP 
respectively.

Speaking at a lecture as 
part of  activities to cele-
brate the 80th birthday of  
elder statesman, Chief  Em-
manuel Iwuanyanwu held 
in Owerri, Governor Uzod-
imma said lack of  unity and 

The Minister of Transportation, Mu’azu Sambo on inspection tour of the Port Harcourt-Maiduguri Eastern rail line
project in Port Harcourt, Rivers on Saturday.

of  the primaries but that does 
not mean I am planning to 
leave the PDP. That does 
not mean my faith is shaken 
in the party. But it is about 
working things out properly. 
That is my personal concern. 

The South East cannot 
continue to be treated as an 
outsider in the politics of  
the country. If  we don’t have 
the presidency and the Vice 
presidency, we are asking for 
something better, something 
good for the zone. We can’t 
just vote or deliver our state 
for the fun of  it. We must be 
sure of  why we are voting.”

Ikpeazu gave indications 
that the discussions were 
continuing and that the po-
sition would be made clear 
in the coming days. He said 
the governors are continuing 
their negotiations with both 
the party and Atiku. But he 
said his support should not 
be taken as a given because 
the modalities would have to 
be clearly worked out.

 “I said it on Thursday in 
Umuahia and I insist that I 
am not leaving the PDP. My 
concern is the South East 
post elections. We deserve 
better treatment,” he said.

understanding, co opera-
tion among Igbo presiden-
tial candidates may have 
contributed to their dismal 
outing during the party pri-
maries of  the two parties.

He said a Nigerian Pres-
ident of  Igbo extraction 
could perhaps been possible 
through proper negotiation.

He enumerated the pas-
sion for one Nigeria by Ig-
bos, stating that “despite 
the crushing effects of  the 
civil war, it is an indispen-
sable fact that Igbos do not 
intend to leave Nigeria”.

Uzodimma described 
Iwuanyanwu as an elder 
statesman, a bridge builder 
who has continued to place 
the unity and progress of  
Nigeria above personal and 
parochial interests.

He said he is , “worthy of  
celebration and commen-
dation not just for attaining 
the milestone of  80 years 
but for his contribution to 
Nigeria’s economy and so-
cial and political develop-
ment”

Uzodimma described 
Iwuanyanwu “as a man of  
many paths, an engineer, a 

politician, a businessman, a 
philanthropist, a father and 
a role model with many 
achievements and glorious 
strides in his endeavours”

“His life can be described 
as a story woven into plots 
and chapters with themes 
containing great lessons to 
guide present and future 
generations”

“As a businessman, he 
exemplifies hardwork, de-
termination, and innova-
tion as he is a meticulous 
investor who has pioneered 
great businesses”

Uzodimma added that 
“on the political turf, 
Iwuanyanwu is an elder 
statesman, a bridge builder 
who has continued to place 
the unity and progress of  
Nigeria above personal and 
parochial interests.

In his remarks, for-
mer President of  Nigeria, 
Goodluck Jonathan stated 
that Igbo nation has always 
stood for the unity of  Ni-
geria, calling on Igbos to 
vote for leaders who will 
promote the unity of  the 
country.

Igbo can achieve presidency
through negotiation
 – Goodluck Jonathan 

S
peaking as a guest of  
honour on Saturday on 
the topic ‘Igbo Quest 

for Nigeria’, former Presi-
dent, Goodluck Ebele Jona-
than, admonished Nigerians 
to vote for the candidate of  
their choice who has the 
interest of  the country at 
heart.

Jonathan maintained a 
neutral position on the best 
candidate to lead the nation 
after President Muham-
madu Buhari.

He said the next president 
must be someone from any 
political party that believed 
in the unity of  Nigeria. The 
former leader gave the advi-
sory at the event which was 
organized to commemorate 
the 80th birthday of  Ni-
gerian politician and busi-
nessman, Chief  Emmanuel 
Iwuanyanwu.

The event which took 
place in Owerri, Imo State 
capital was held with the 
theme “Igbo Quest for Nige-
ria’s Unity.”

In his address, Jonathan 
celebrated Iwuanyanwu 
saying the affluent man “is 
a man of  many colours and 
a meticulous investor whose 
positive story would guide 
the leaders of  the country. 
Iwuanyanwu is a man of  
victory and his songs tell a 
story he has continued to 
place unity above parochial 
interest.”

Speaking on politics, Jon-
athan said: “Ahead of  the 
election, politicians must 
cut and deemphasise our 
differences. Especially, the 
youths should come out and 
vote for those who believe in 
the unity of  Nigeria. Let us 

work as one and everybody 
will have a sense of  belong-
ing.”

In his remark, the State 
Governor of  Imo State, 
Hope Uzodinma who was 
the chief  host of  the cere-
mony said: “Ndigbo loves 
Nigeria and the evidence is 
everywhere. The Igbo love 
Nigeria fervently with all 
their heart. The problem is 
that the Igbos saw that Nige-
ria doesn’t reciprocate that 
same love the Igbos have for 
Nigeria. Despite the harsh 
policies and negative effects 
of  the civil war the Igbos 
rose and embrace a united 
Nigeria.”

He, however, noted that 
the Ndigbos have flaws. He 
said: “We are weak in ne-
gotiations. We always be-
lieve we can do it alone. The 
Igbo can achieve presidency 
through negotiations.”

Nobody can re-write history that Igbos
 built Port Harcourt – Gov Uzodimma

I
mo State Governor, Sen-
ator Hope Uzodinma on 
Saturday reminded Nige-

rians the contributions of  the 
Igbos in the National devel-
opment.

He also particularly de-
clared that the Igbo people 
built Port Harcourt, the Riv-
ers State capital.

Uzodimma made the 
statement of  history during 
a birthday ceremony in hon-
our of  an Imo State-born el-
der statesman, Chief  (Engr) 
Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu, in 
Owerri, the Imo State capital 
on the occasion of  his 80th 

birthday.
Governor Uzodinma fur-

ther stated that some people 
are trying hard to rewrite his-
tory.

According to him, “Igbo 
people built Port Harcourt. 
Even if  it pleases some people 
now to try to rewrite history.

 “The Igbos built Port Har-
court.” The governor further 
noted that Igbo people love 
Nigeria dearly, as demon-
strated by the fact that they 
are found in every part of  the 
country.

“Prominent Igbos like the 
late Doctor Nnamdi Azikiwe, 

the Ikemba Odumegwu 
Ojukwu, even General Ike 
Nwachukwu and a lot of  
other great men and wom-
en were born in the North 
by their parents who settled 
there as their home.

“Indeed, throughout the 
774 local government areas 
of  Nigeria, from Zungeru in 
the North to Owo in the West 
and from Akwanga to Ahoa-
da, Igbos are found there in 
their large numbers.

“In most cases, outside the 
Indigenous population, the 
largest ethnic groups outside 
Igbo land are the Igbos,” he 
added.
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ivers State governor, RNyesom Wike says the 
r e c e n t  s h o w  o f  

arrogance, insincerity, lack of  
integrity and dishonesty by the 
national chairman of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP), Senator Iyorcha Ayu 
could jeopardise the electoral 
fortunes of  the party in the 
2023 general elections.

Governor Wike spoke at 
the inauguration of  Omerelu 
internal roads in Ikwerre Local 
Government Area performed 
by Chief  Olabode George, 
former South-West Deputy 
National Chairman of  PDP on 
Thursday.  The governor 
explained that he had expected 
Senator Ayu, as chairman of  
the party, to unite all aggrieved 
members and galvanize them 
for the 2023 elections without 
division, so that PDP could 
clinch electoral victory.  But 
instead of  doing that, Senator 
Ayu has shown ingratitude by 
describing elected governors of  
States, who supported his quest 
as party chairman, as children.

“Dr. Ayu said we are 
children. Yes, the children 
brought you to be chairman of  
the par ty.   The chi ldren 
brought you from the gutter 
and made you chairman. Ayu, 
you were impeached as Senate 
president. Ayu, were sacked by 

Obasanjo in his administration 
two times.  Arrogance cannot 
take you anywhere. Now, we 
have seen that you don't want 
the party to win election, we'll 
help you.” The governor 
dismissed the claim by Senator 
Ayu, who had said that is one 
of  the founding members of  the 
PDP.  He emphasized that 
Senator Ayu abandoned the 
PDP at one time, moved to 
another party and therefore 
cannot have equal stakes with 
those who had stayed back to 
rebuild the party.

Governor Wike explained 
that Senator Ayu had, by self-
v o l i t i o n ,  p r o m i s e d  t o 
relinquish his chairmanship as 
a northerner if  an aspirant from 
the north eventually emerged 
as the presidential candidate of  
the PDP. The governor told 
Senator Ayu to be a man of  
honour and keep his promise 
by relinquishing that position. 
He pointed out that if  Senator 
Ayu car r ies  on  wi th  h is 
arrogance, the PDP governors 
he had described as children 
will make him know that he is a 
prodigal father.“A man who is 
inconsistent and ran away from 
the party, telling those of  us 
who spent our time, sleepless 
night to make sure this party 
does not go down we are 
children. Now, you have the 
temerity, the audacity to tell us 
we are children. We will tell 
you that you are the prodigal 

father.”
Gover nor  Wike  sa id , 

Nigerians are watching the 
u n f o l d i n g  e v e n t s  a n d 
eventually be told how to be 
more careful with their votes 
with somebody with such 
character like Senator Ayu.

“Nigerians have seen how 
ungrateful some of  you can be, 
and that's why also Nigerians 
must be careful. If  we give this 
man power, if  we give these 
people power, are you sure they 
w i l l  a l s o  b e  g r a t e f u l  t o 
Nigerians?  As you make your 
bed, so you will lie on it.  I've 
been quiet thinking that we will 
reconcile. Now that you have 
brought in arrogance to say you 
were elected, where did you 
campaign? Show me where 
your poster was, anywhere in 
this state.” Commenting on the 
project, governor Wike said he 
is sure that Omerelu people are 
bet ter  witnesses  that  his 
administration had promised 
to execute development project 
for them and has fulfilled the 
promise.

P e r f o r m i n g  t h e 
inauguration of  the project, 
former South-West Deputy 
National Chairman of  PDP, 
C h i e f  O l a b o d e  G e o r ge, 
declared that the issue of  the 
National Chairman of  PDP 
must be addressed before the 
c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  t h e 
campaign for 2023 general 
election.

He said it is an antithesis 
and against the norm and 
c u l t u r e  o f  P D P  f o r  t h e 
positions of  the Presidential 
candidate, National Chairman 
and the Chairman of  the Board 
of  Trustees to be occupied by 
persons from one section of  the 
country.

"Party members from the 
south are already feeling 
alienated. PDP is not a private 
company. So, before we start 
the presidential campaign at 
the end of  this month, the 
National Chairman must go to 
the  south .  That  i s  what 
Governor Wike is saying and as 
a life member of  the Board of  
Trustees of  our party, I support 
this position 100 percent.

“Statutori ly,  i t  i s  the 
National Chairman who hands 
over the party's flag to our 
presidential candidate. How 
will party members from the 
South feel when they see that at 
all political rallies Southerners 
have  no  publ ic  po l i t i ca l 
representation.”

Chief  George maintained 
t h a t  t h i s  c o n s t i t u t e s  a 
fundamental flaw and lack of  
inclusiveness which will be 
diametrically opposed to the 
or ig ina l  th ink ing  o f  the 
founding fathers of  the PDP.

He urged party members to 
b e  u n i t e d  i n  t h e i r 
determination to ensure that 
t h e  P D P  r e t u r n s  t o  t h e 

Presidential villa in Abuja by 
May 29, 2023.

"But we can only go back 
to Aso Rock if  we are united 
and not divided. Some people 
are abusing Governor Wike, he 
is a trouble shooter. Those 
abusing him, as an elder and as 
a father in this party, I am 
directing them, they must stop 
immediately.

"Because Governor Wike 
is only fighting for justice, for 
equity, for fairness in our party. 
He is not only a strong pillar in 
this party, but a mobiliser, a 
financier and an actualizer.

"Since he joined the PDP, 
he has not left this party. Am 
also in a founding father of  the 
party and since 1998 I have not 
left this party."

On his part, the Rivers 
State Commissioner for Works, 
Dr. Dakorinama George-Kelly 
said the Omerelu internal roads 
measure 13.48km long and has 
16.4 km of  drains.

“We have about 3.4km of  
the road project in built up area 
and we have about 10km of  
other roads crisscrossing all 
farmland of  the community. 
T h e  r o a d s  o p e n  u p  t h e 
c o m m u n i t y  f o r  f u t u r e 
d eve l o p e r s,  f u t u r e  f a r m 
businesses, and commercial 
v e n t u r e s .  I n d e e d ,  t h e 
socioeconomic dynamics of  
this community shall change 
for the better."

Wike to Ayu: Relinquish PDP chairmanship,
arrogance won't help you

From Godson Nwosu, 
Port Harcourt.

Wike Ayu
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h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l Tc a n d i d a t e  o f  t h e 
Action Alliance for the 

2023 general elections in 
Ebonyi State, Engr Nwadugo 
Chukwuma, says he seriously 
worked for the victory of  the 
L a b o u r  P a r t y  a n d  i t s 
guber natorial  candidate, 
Edward Nkwegu, as against 
Engr. David Umahi, in the 
2015, because of  his loyalty, 
love and respect for Chief  
Martin Elechi, the former 
governor of  the state. The 
former state commissioner for 
works noted that he was all out 
t o  c o r r e c t  a  n e g a t i v e 
impression, "Where a father 
would tell his son what to do, 
and his son would look at his 
father's face and say, "No", 
adding that was against the 
Igbo culture.  According to 
him, Elechi saw ahead and 
knew what residents of  the 
state needed in 2015 to save 
them from their  cur rent 
suffering, saying part of  the 
reasons  why the  former 
governor vehemently rejected 
the PDP candidate then, were 
happen ing  in  the  s t a t e, 
presently.

He stated this during an 
interview, in Abakaliki, on 
Sunday. 

He said, "I was all out 
because I wanted to correct an 
impression-an impression 
about a father telling his son 
what to do and the son will 
look at the father's face and say, 
"No," that he would do a 
different thing. I  was in 
government at that moment, 
and of  course which was the 
PDP. There was a very serious 
problem that came up just 
before the primaries; infact, 
during the nomination. My 
boss, the then Governor, Chief  
Martin Elechi, had a candidate 
in mind, that he was prepared 
to present to the party and to 
Ebonyi people for the election, 
as somebody himself  as an old 
man had accessed, checked 
and watched both in character, 
p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  p a s t 
antecedents. 

"He believed that this was a 
man that if  he took over from 
him, Ebonyi State will be great 
and even greater than when he 
held sway as governor. So 
when we saw that the PDP 
could not work with that and 
we saw that it was obvious that 
his deputy, then Umahi, was 
bent on doing his own bidding 
against  that  of  his  boss 
(Elechi). It was at this point 

that we said No , that this old 
man must not suffer this type 
of  shame and that after all the 
selfless work he had done for 
the state from when he became 
governor till 2015, (that's after 
eight years) and someone will 
now arm-twist him and ensure 
that a different candidate, 
which is not his own choice is 
planted against his wish. 

"When I sensed and saw 
what was playing out, for the 
purpose of  loyalty for my boss, 
Chief  Martin Elechi and 
because I have seen that my 
boss had the best of  intentions 
for the state, I decided and said 
this would not happen and that 
I would march that very 

development with action. And 
then consequently, I seriously 
supported the Labour Party as 
against the PDP to enable 
e m e r g e  a n d  f o r m  t h e 
government. And I was aware 
t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  I  w a s 
supporting was also the person 
m y  b o s s ,  E l e c h i ,  w a s 
supporting. "And so, there was 
need for me to constantly give 
support to my boss and this 
was for the single fact that I 
saw reason in the direction he 
(my boss) was going politically. 
That was why I did what I did 
and I did it intentionally and 
personally. I have no regret 
about it, even till tomorrow. I 
needed to show that the right 

thing was done and that was 
why my boss, Chief  Elechi, 
thought us. 

"He used to tell us it's not 
right until it's right. And I 
knew it was not right for my 
boss to tell me this is the way 
and I will tell him straight in 
his face that it was not the way. 
It's not our culture and it does 
not say anything good about us 
as a people. There was even a 
time the former governor, 
Chief  Elechi wept and said 
Ebonyi people would regret 
the actions they were about to 
take in 2015, in future. The 
man saw ahead of  time." He 
added, "Talking about loyalty, 
there is an authority. There is 

always a set down authority in 
every organisation and there is 
a cascading of  power from the 
top to the bottom. In that 
hierarchy of  cascade of  power, 
there is always a need for 
loyalty from the lower cadre to 
on the higher cadre.

"So, i f  there must be 
progress, if  there must be 
peace loyalty must be key. 
Wherever and whenever there 
is no loyalty, the next thing you 
see is tension and crisis, which 
degenerate to insecurity. What 
you see today happening 
e v e r y w h e r e  i s  a s  a 
consequence of  disloyalty. 
When those at the top say this 
is what should be done because 
it's good, and some people out 
of  disloyalty star t  going 
against that directive or order, 
then you see crisis erupts in 
t h a t  s y s t e m ,  c i t y  o r  i n 
government. 

"The much I know as a 
Christian, the reason why the 
Devil was chased out of  
H e av e n ,  i s  b e c a u s e  o f  
disloyalty. Satan was disloyal 
to God. There was war in 
Heaven because of  Satan's 
disloyalty to God. From the 
beginning, God, who is the 
maker of  Heaven and Earth, 
frowns at disloyalty. And for 
things to be done well, there 
must a readily available loyal 
person, to do that. 

"Both love and respect are 
in my heart and run through 
my veins and arteries for Chief  
Martin Elechi. I have respect 
for him and I also have love for 
him. Of  course, you can't 
respect somebody you don't 
love and can't love somebody 
you don't respect. It was for the 
both-love and respect for the 
old man. And to the best of  my 
memories, I still maintain that 
love and respect for him.

"He was the one that 
taught me how to administer 
the public; he taught me the 
wisdom of  relating with 
people as a public servant; he 
taught me the comportment 
with which to attend to issues 
that are official; he taught me 
the wisdom of  differentiating 
between my family and official 
life. There are many other 
things Chief  Elechi taught me 
and I'm grateful to him. And 
for these, I will remain loyal 
and respectful to him. Outside 
being my boss, he was also a 
father to me and as a father, I 
can't but give him all the love 
and respect that he deserves."

Why I worked against Gov Umahi during
2015 elections - Chukwuma

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

Umahi

Chukwuma



he Labour Party's Peter TObi has been requested 
to be disqualified from 

the 2023 presidential election by 
a group operating under the 
Tinubu-Shett ima Connect 
banner.

According to reports, the 
group was responding to news 
that Julius Abure, the National 
Chairman of  the Labour Party, 
had established an 11-member 
D i a s p o r a  C o m m i t t e e  t o 
coordinate fundraising events 
among o ther  th ings.  The 
swearing-in took place a day 
after parties supporting the party 
in the diaspora promised to raise 
$150 million for Obi, and 
another N100 billion will come 
from supporters in Nigeria.

The organization requested 
that the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) 
disqualify Obi and his running 
companion, Ahmed Baba Datti, 
for violating the election laws on 
f u n d i n g  c a m p a i g n s  i n  a 
statement released on Saturday 
and signed by its chairman, 
Adebanjo Moyosore.

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e 
organization has pledged to file 
a lawsuit to stop the Labour 
Party from running in the 2023 
presidential election due to its 
participation in acts that are 
illegal under the Electoral Act.

The Tinubu group asserted 
that it was unlawful to solicit 
contributions for political 
campaigns from outside the 
country through unidentifiable 
individuals or organizations and 
added that doing so would have 
negative effects.

It claimed that the Labour 
P a r t y ' s  l e a d e r s h i p  h a d 
e s t a b l i s h e d  a  d i a s p o r a 
committee to raise money from 
Nigerians living abroad for Obi's 
presidential campaign, which 
was not only “illegal but also 
criminal.”

 “Section 85 of  the Electoral 
Act has clearly explained this; 
Section 85 (a) (b) provides that 
any political party that: (a) holds 
or possesses any fund outside 
Nigeria in contravention of  
section 225 (3) (a) of  the 
const i tu t ion,  commits  an 
offence and shall, on conviction, 
forfeit the funds or assets 
purchased with such funds to the 
commission, and in addition, 
may be liable to a fine of  at least 
N5million, or (b) retain any fund 
or other asset remitted to it from 
outside Nigeria in contravention 

of  section 225,” part of  the 
statement reads.

Labour Party reveals why 
Peter Obi is meeting with 
Nigerians in diaspora

The Labour Party (LP) has 
refuted rumors that Peter Obi, a 
contender for president, was 
looking for foreign finance for 
his campaigns.

Several Nigerians have 
criticized Peter Obi for visiting 
other nations to meet Nigerians 
living abroad and for the LP's 
creation of  a contentious 
committee.

Abayomi Oluwafemi, the 
national publicity secretary of  
the Labour Party, clarified the 
situation in a phone interview 
with Newsmen on Saturday. She 
referred to the claims that the 
party was also looking for 
f o r e i g n  f u n d i n g  f o r  i t s 
operations as part of  the pranks 
of  political rivals who were 
scared off  by the party's rising 
profile and its presidential 
candidate.

Oluwafemi said: “It is 
ridiculous that our political 
opponents have descended to a 
new low to insinuate that our 
party is oblivious of  electoral 
laws.

 “For the avoidance of  
doubt, neither our party nor our 
candidate is seeking for foreign 
funding for any of  our activities. 
“Our candidate, Peter Obi, is 
hitting the ground running.

“He is reaching out to 
Nigerians in the diaspora most 

of  whom have lost confidence in 
the current administration and 
see no reason to come home to 
invest. “He is getting them ready 
to have a rethink because the 
incoming Labour Party-led 
administration which by the 
grace of  God, he and Datti will 
be leading, will provide an 
enabling environment for direct 
foreign investment required to 
revive our ailing economy which 
the APC has unfortunately 
destroyed.” He also denied 
rumors that the party leadership 
and the presidential candidate 
were at odds over campaign 
financing.

He claimed that the party 
had since disproved the rumors 
that it claimed were a part of  a 
coordinated scheme by political 
rivals to reduce the party's 
expanding power.

I like what Peter obi is doing 
– Umahi

Ebonyi State Governor, 
David Umahi, on Friday, swiftly 
made a U-turn on his earlier 
stance on the presidential 
candidate of  the Labour Party, 
Peter Obi.

This was as Umahi said he 
would stage an attention-
grabbing reception for the 
former Governor of  Anambra 
State, adding that “I like what 
Peter Obi is doing.”

Umahi stated this in a TV 
inter v iew on Fr iday,  and 
expressed his admiration for the 
activities of  Obi as the 2023 
general elections draw nearer.

Umahi further described 
Obi as a friend and debunked 
ever saying that Obi would not 
g e t  a n y  v o t e  i n  t h e  A l l 
P r o g r e s s i v e s  C o n g r e s s -
controlled Ebonyi State. Umahi, 
“I never in all my outings and 
utterances mentioned Peter Obi. 
“Peter Obi is my friend, I'm 
going to host him in Ebonyi 
State and I will  host him 
publicly, “I like what he's doing, 
and it's very encouraging.” 
Recall that Umahi was quoted in 
the past to have said Obi would 
not get any vote in the state. He 
denied making such comments 
and  accused  the  Peop le s 
Democratic Party, in his state, of  
masterminding such narratives.

2023: Afenifere Divided 
Over Tinubu/Obi

The Pan Yoruba Socio-
C u l t u r a l  O r g a n i z a t i o n , 
Afenifere is divided on the 
presidential ambition of  the 
f l a g b e a r e r  o f  t h e  A l l 
Progressives Congress, Bola 
Tinubu and the presidential 
candidate of  the Labour Party 
(LP), Peter Obi.

The leader of  Afenifere, 
Ayo Adebanjo had openly 
supported their presidential 
ambition of  Obi.

Adebanjo had claimed that 
it is the turn of  the South-East to 
take over power, hence the 
reason for his support for the 
former Governor of  Anambra 
State.

T h e  i m m e d i a t e  p a s t 
National Secretary of  the group, 

Basorun Sehinde Arogbofa, in 
an interview had said Adebanjo 
has the right to support anyone.

According to Arogbofa, if  
the election is held in 2023, the 
majority of  Afenifere members 
will support Tinubu.

Arogbofa said Tinubu did 
well as Governor of  Lagos State, 
adding that he can bring that on 
board as president.

H e  s a i d ,  “A f e n i f e r e 
members are not robots. They 
are made up of  intelligent 
people with strong convictions 
but occasional divergent views. 
That notwithstanding, they are 
bound together by the welfare 
philosophy of  the association. 
On any contentious issue, they 
come together as democrats to 
d i s c u s s  a n d  a g r e e  o n  a 
consensus.

“While  the  consensus 
becomes their public stand view 
those who disagree are still 
allowed to keep their views 
without necessarily making 
them an opposition position to 
the majority decision. After all, 
when Afenifere floated the SDP 
for its members to contest upon, 
a few individuals were known to 
still hoist the Labour Party flag 
in their residence, while a few 
others were said to be secretly 
romancing with one party or the 
other. Yet, Afenifere did not 
break. Yes, Baba Adebanjo has 
been supporting a presidential 
candidate Mr Peter Obi, even 
when an Afenifere meeting for a 
consensus has not been held.
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Disqualify Peter Obi over N100Billion diaspora
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Tinubu Obi
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News Analysis

T
he member representing 
Afikpo North/Afikpo 
S o u t h  f e d e r a l 

constituency of  Ebonyi State in 
the House of  Representatives, 
Hon. Iduma Igariwey has 
called for presentation and 
documentation of  the people's 
culture to enable the people 
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e m  f o r 
development of  the society. 
Igariwey made the call in 
Afikpo, Afikpo North local 
government area of  Ebonyi 
State during the celebration of  
new Yam festival and 2nd 
Okpudo annual lecture series 
on the Ikeji Afikpo and Edda 
people which he introduced 
and has been sponsoring since 
two years ago. He noted that the 
core utility of  the lecture series 
was to document, educate and 
deepen the knowledge of  
Afikpo and Edda people in 
appreciation of  their culture 
which he said was necessary for 
t h e  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e 
development of  the people. “It 

is also aimed at highlighting the 
common bond, identity and 
heritage of  the people of  Edda 
and Ehugbo”, he said. He noted 
that the book titled “the bond: a 
study of  intergroup relations 
between the people of  Ehugbo 
a n d  E d d a ”  w h i c h  w a s 
presented during the event and 
which he also contributed, was 
aimed at documenting the 
culture of  the two clans.

H e  c o m m e n d e d  t h e 
organizers of  the event and 
called for preservation of  the 
Ikeji festival.  A Lecturer in this 
year's lecture series, Professor 
Ngozi Emeka Nwobia, Dean, 
Faculty of  Arts and Humanities 
of  Ebonyi State University 
(EBSU), said unlike other 
communities in Igboland where 
the Kings or the oldest men in 
the community moderate in the 
celebration of  the festival; in 
Ehugbo, the date and the 
celebration must be announced 
by the Yam Deity Priest called 
Eleri. According to her, no 

c o m m u n i t y  i n 
Ehugbo celebrates the festival 
or eats the new yam until the 
Priest performs the rituals 
associated with the celebration 
of  indigenous specie of  yam 
called Akiri. 

“The celebration of  the 
new yam festival by Eleri is an 
occasion of  great significance 
to the people of  Ehugbo. It 
attracts people from all parts of  
Afikpo and beyond. The people 
regard it as the greatest feast of  
their land.  “On the eve of  the 
Eke market day, the young 
maidens (girls) of  Enohia 
Nkalu, aged between 7 and 20 
years troop to the bush where 
they spend the night at a deity 
called Imo, practicing songs 
and dances associated with the 
celebration.  About 11 am to 12 
noon on the fateful day, the girls 
herald their coming from Imo 
with a melodious song rendered 
in voices akin to heavenly 
bodies. 

 “The girls dance round a 

well-mapped out ring in the 
centre of  the playground, Ogo. 
They usually render seven 
different songs. The most 
in te res t ing  aspec t  i s  the 
rendition of  a song inviting 
Eleri to come and show why he 
is called Eleri. The climax is the 
dancing of  Eleri himself  in 
which he demonstrates in 
dancing the answers to every 
question asked him in a song.  

“At the end of  the last 
dance in the seventh song, he 
throws into the ring, many 
pieces of  kolanuts which the 
maidens pick for presentation 
to their parents and well-
wishers. Immediately after 
throwing in the kolanuts, Eleri 
races quickly to his Obu along 
two rows of  able-bodied young 
men who line up the route to 
Obu. These men will bear him 
up in case he falls down in the 
event of  his race to Obu. 
Thereafter, the feasting, which 
consists mainly of  pounded 
yam ( utara ji ) with sumptuous 

Ohe sarara, and assorted  
dr inks,  are  ser ved to 
everyone around.

“Whenever festival 
e s p e c i a l l y  I k e  j i  i s 
mentioned what comes to 
the mind of  everyone is 
masculinity and gender 
segregation. However, 
Ikeji festival in Afikpo is 
not an all male affair as the 
role the women play even 
surpass that played by the 
men even though they are 
unsung. The unsung role 
of  women in Ikeji festival 
can be divided into three; 
the pre-Ikeji roles, the Ikeji 
roles and the post-Ikeji 
roles”, she stated.

T h e  C h a i r m a n , 
Planning Committee of  the 
event, Dr. Arua Oko, said the 
lecture series as a platform was 
intended to re-enact the cultural 
heritage of  the people and 
strengthen the bod between 
Afikpo and Edda. “It was not 
enough to eat, drink and dance 
without creating room for a 
c r i t i c a l  r e f l e c t i o n  a n d 
reassessment of  our deep past, 
hence the intellectualization of  
the Ikeji cultural festival”, he 
stated. He described Ikeji as a 
cultural festival that has been 
present in the lives of  the people 
of  Afikpo and Edda, adding 
that it marks the end of  the year 
and the beginning of  a new 
year. “It is a ritualized cultural 
performance that reproduces 
our system of  beliefs and 
mythology.  It is a veritable 
institution whereby the bonds 
between members of  our 
s o c i e t y  a r e  m a i n t a i n e d , 
regenerated and reproduced”, 
he said.

Reps member celebrates new yam festival,
calls for cultural documentation for
national devolopment
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

Hon Igariwey presents his speech during the new Yam
festival celebration in Afikpo, Ebonyi

Participants during the Afikpo  New Yam festival celebration



News

APC excluded South East from table of 
decision making, says Ikpeazu
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia 

A
bia State Governor, 
Dr Okezie Ikpeazu 
has lamented the 

continued exclusion of  the 
South East from decision 
making positions in the 
country. 

Governor Ikpeazu was 
speaking at the interna-
tional conference centre, 
Umuahia, during the grand 
finale of  the 31st anniver-
sary celebration of  the cre-
ation of  Abia State, pres-
entation of  staffs of  office 
to Ezes-elect and awards 
giving day.

 Ikpeazu, who x-rayed 
the general fate of  the 
South East under the lead-
ership of  the incumbent 
APC-led administration 
in the centre, warned that 
the next government that 
would come on board in 
2023 must have basket full 
of  genuine and concrete 
developmental agenda for 
the zone.

“I recall that on the day 
decision was made by the 
federal government to host 

Operation Python Dance 
here in the South East, no 
Igbo man was there to take 
decisions and come to ex-
plain to us that this Opera-
tion Python Dance is just a 
joke. 

No Igbo man was there 
and we are saying that in 
the Nigeria of  tomorrow, 
we need to be at the table, 
not outside the table.”

On what Abia and the 
South East should benefit 
from the PDP if  it wins the 
2023 Presidency, Ikpeazu 
said security, economic 
stability and national cohe-
sion/stability should define 
the path of  direction for the 
country. 

He told his party PDP, 
“We need to know what is 
on the table for Ndi Abia 
and for Ndi Igbo. That is 
the way to go because we 
have suffered under the 
present APC government, 
where no Igbo man is in 
the hierarchy of  Service 
Chiefs , no Igbo man is in 
the top echelon of  decision 
making, no Igbo man is  an-
ywhere.” 

“In Nigeria of  tomorrow, 
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Nkpor – Umuoji road in Idemili North LGA gets palliative on the failed portion of the Inland doors axis road.

we need to be on the table, 
not outside the table.”  He 
faulted the national Chair-
man of  PDP, Dr Iyorchie 
Ayu for describing some 
PDP Governors as chil-
dren, because of  their de-
mands for uprightness in 

PDP. 
Governor Ikpeazu, who 

also presented staff  of  of-
fice to 35 Ezes-elect as 
Traditional Rulers of  their 
various Autonomous Com-
munities in the State during 
the Abia at 31 anniversa-

ries, charged them to ensure 
peace and security reign 
in their communities and 
warned them not to work 
against the government. 

Ikpeazu also warned 
them against engaging in 
aby activity that may en-

danger crises in their areas.
News Echo gathered that 

the new Ezes comprised 
of  some those from newly 
created autonomous com-
munities while some were 
elected by their subjects 
to replace late Ezes in the 
communities.

Anambra Govt task force demolish illegal
structures in Nnewi

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
nambra State Gov-
ernment Joint Task 
Force has cautioned 

developers to strictly comply 
with the physical planning 
laws of  the state.

The task force gave the cau-
tion when they took enforce-
ment against illegal structures 
to Akwu Edoji, Uruagu in 
Nnewi North Local Gov-
ernment Area, where some 
developers built structures 
on access roads, thereby ob-
structing further develop-
ments in the area.

One of  such developments 
is an ongoing duplex which 
blocked a major access road, 
obstructing further develop-
ments in a vast virgin land 
behind it.

Armed with an excavator 
and other earth moving ma-
chines, the team pulled the 
building down, including 
other structures such as gate 
houses, shops, fences and oth-
ers, erected on access roads 
around the layout.

Almost all the buildings 
in the axis visited, bore red 
markings of  warnings to the 
developers, even while they 
were still at foundation level, 
but the developers remained 
adamant continuing their de-
velopment. 

Some of  the residents in 
the location involved who 
spoke to our Correspondent 
lamented why someone can 

spend such amount of  mon-
ey to build structures without 
seeking permission from the 
government in terms of  of-
ficial approval, saying that if  
they had sought for approval, 
they would have been given a 
proper explanation about the 
area. 

Addressing the Press 
shortly after the exercise at 
the Board’s Headquarters in 
Amawbia, the Chairman of  
Anambra State Physical Plan-
ning Board, Barrister Chike 
Maduekwe revealed that the 
enforcement is a routine being 
carried out from zone to zone 

to enforce town planning laws 
and ensure that development 
in the state is controlled, 
stressing that the location is a 
government approved layout, 
whose master plan has been 
bastardized by some people.

While recalling that a few 
times that staff  of  the board 
went there to carry out en-
forcement activities, they were 
beaten up, reiterating that it is 
not the intention of  govern-
ment to inflict hardship on 
citizens of  the state, but laws 
are meant to be obeyed, other-
wise, there is a consequence.

Barrister Maduekwe how-

...Warns developers against building without approval
ever, appealed to Ndi An-
ambra to support the govern-
ment by ensuring that they 
do not build on the access 
road or drainage and equal-
ly ensure that their plan is 
approved, because there are 
consequences and penalties 
as some of  the people will 
appear in court and if  found 
to have infringed or breached 
the state laws, will go to jail.

According to a government 
paper drawing perfected in 
2015,  a land covering  87.82 
hectares was approved in 
2017 and gazetted in 2019 as 
Layout.

Rape victim cries out for justice as
Police parades suspect in Ebonyi
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Ebonyi State Police 
has paraded a 22 year 
old Miracle Onwe, a 

native of  Ezzamgbo Local 
Government Area of  the 
State who is suspected to be a 
serial rapist. 

The Police public relations 
officer SP Chris Anyanwu 
said the suspect was arrest-
ed in Aboffia village where 
he reportedly assaulted a 20 
years old Ruth Nwizi, at a 
rice farm. Anyawu noted 
that the suspect had been ar-
rested for attempting to rape 
a minor but was granted bail 
when the parent of  the vic-
tim decline prosecution, but 

said “this time he would be 
charged to court to serve as 
deterrent to others involved in 
rape act.”

 “The Ebonyi State Police 
command arrested a habitu-
al rapist on 29th of  August, 
a young girl known as Ruth 
was in her farm in Aboffia vil-
lage,”when the suspect swept 
on her and had canal knowl-
edge of  her without her con-
sent and immediately after 
that he stole the girl’s Infinix 
phone worth 45.000 and took 
to his heels, “the girl raised 
alarm and people came to 
chase after him, he dived into 
a nearby river in Aboffia and 
with the help of  the people he 
was apprehended.

“This is not the first time 

Abia Police Command, lawyer
disagree over Police Housing
Estate’s land
From Dan Maduagwu,
 Umuahia

A 
Housing Estate 
being built by the 
Nigeria Police in 

Umuahia has become a 
source of  disagreement be-
tween the Command and a 
Lawyer, Barr Jasper Ejimo-
for. 

The Estate, called Nige-
ria Police Housing Estate 
is an ongoing project being 
developed by Chidakos in-
tegrated Company Limited, 
on behalf  of  the NPC and is 
open for subscription by Po-
lice Officials and the general 
public.

But a lawyer, Barr Jasper 
Ejimofor earlier in the week, 
allegedly sponsored radio 
announcements, where he 
allegedly cautioned inter-
ested house owners against 
buying from the estate. 
Barr Ejimofor in the radio 
announcements alleged 
that lands at the Estate, 
called Okata Erote along 
Umuahia-Bende road was 
in dispute before the com-
mencement of  the ongoing 
building projects.

But Abia State Police 
Command in a counter 
move has advised the gener-
al public, especially all inter-

ested buyers to shun the ra-
dio announcements by the 
lawyer as according to the 
Police, there are no dispute 
surrounding the Estate.

The Abia Police, in con-
demning Barr Ejimofor’s 
media claims, said “ there 
is no pending injunction on 
the property against the de-
veloper or the general pub-
lic. “Any person or group 
contending ownership of  
the property should channel 
such contention to the Ni-
geria Police Force while the 
said Barr Jasper Ejimofor 
and his cohorts should seek 
redress in Court.”

Abia Police accused Barr 
Ejimofor of  attempting to 
misinform and mislead the 
general public with false-
hood through the media. 

There have been ongoing 
announcements on radio 
stations in Abia State by 
the Abia State Police Com-
mand inviting the investors 
and interested property 
owners to acquire houses at 
the Police Housing Estate.

 When this correspondent 
visited the site of  the Police 
property to know the latest 
on the matter, construction 
works were going on as site 
workers were busy at work.

he’s doing this, he attempted 
raping a minor sometime this 
year in the same manner, the 
same modus operandi, when 
the people chased him he 
dived into the river, but what 
happened was that he didn’t 
rape the minor but attempt-
ed to do it, when the parents 
of  the girl realized that their 
daughter wasn’t defiled they 
decided to decline to prose-
cute him.”

This time around he did 
it and we’ve gotten the med-
ical reports to prove he ac-
tually raped the girl, and he 
confessed to the crime”, he 
explained. When newsmen 
interacted with the victim, 
Ruth Nwizi confirmed that 
the suspect had carnal knowl-
edge of  her and demanded for 
justice. The suspect however 
confessed to the crime noting 
the act to be his second rape 
escapade.



House of Reps candidate sponsors hernia surgery
of 6-year-old child

News

Anambra Govt task force demolish illegal 
structures in Nnewi
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From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awkai

A
nambra State Gov-
ernment Joint Task 
Force has cau-

tioned developers to strictly 
comply with the physical 
planning laws of  the state.

The task force gave the 
caution when they took 
enforcement against illegal 
structures to Akwu Edoji, 
Uruagu in Nnewi North 
Local Government Area, 
where some developers 
built structures on access 
roads, thereby obstructing 
further developments in the 
area.

One of  such develop-
ments is an ongoing duplex 
which blocked a major ac-
cess road, obstructing fur-
ther developments in a vast 
virgin land behind it.

Armed with an excava-
tor and other earth moving 
machines, the team pulled 
the building down, includ-
ing other structures such as 
gate houses, shops, fences 
and others, erected on ac-
cess roads around the lay-

out.
Almost all the buildings 

in the axis visited, bore red 
markings of  warnings to 
the developers, even while 
they were still at founda-
tion level, but the develop-
ers remained adamant con-
tinuing their development. 

Some of  the residents in 
the location involved who 
spoke to our Correspond-
ent lamented why someone 
can spend such amount of  
money to build structures 
without seeking permis-
sion from the government 
in terms of  official approv-
al, saying that if  they had 
sought for approval, they 
would have been given a 
proper explanation about 
the area. 

Addressing the Press 
shortly after the exercise at 
the Board’s Headquarters 
in Amawbia, the Chairman 
of  Anambra State Physical 
Planning Board, Barrister 
Chike Maduekwe revealed 
that the enforcement is a 
routine being carried out 
from zone to zone to en-
force town planning laws 

and ensure that develop-
ment in the state is con-
trolled, stressing that the 
location is a government 
approved layout, whose 
master plan has been bas-
tardized by some people.

While recalling that a few 
times that staff  of  the board 
went there to carry out en-
forcement activities, they 
were beaten up, reiterating 
that it is not the intention 
of  government to inflict 
hardship on citizens of  the 
state, but laws are meant to 
be obeyed, otherwise, there 

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
life threatening 
growth which devel-
oped on the tommy 

of  a 6-year-old child from 
Ututu in Arochukwu LGA 
of  Abia State, Master Jo-
seph Ogwo Kalu, has been 
removed in a successful 
surgery at Federal Medical 
Center (FMC) Umuahia. 

The surgery, which was 
sponsored by Chief  Daniel 
Okeke, the candidate of  All 
Progressive Congress (APC) 
for Arochukwu/Ohafia fed-
eral constituency in Abia 
State.

The surgery was per-
formed by doctors at Federal 
Medical Center, Umuahia, 
as part of  free medical out-
reach carried out by Chief  
Okeke for indigenes of  Aro-

FRSC flags off ember months awareness campaign in Anambra State, over the weekend.

is a consequence.
Barrister Maduekwe 

however, appealed to Ndi 
Anambra to support the 
government by ensuring 
that they do not build on 
the access road or drain-
age and equally ensure that 
their plan is approved, be-
cause there are consequenc-

es and penalties as some of  
the people will appear in 
court and if  found to have 
infringed or breached the 
state laws, will go to jail.

According to a govern-
ment paper drawing per-
fected in 2015,  a land 
covering  87.82 hectares 
was approved in 2017 and 
gazetted in 2019 as layout.

chukwu Ohafia and beyond, 
which had been a regular 
affair. The APC candidate 
who also offset accumulat-
ed medical bills of  his some 
of  his constituents receiving 
treatment at FMC Umua-
hia and those who had ear-
lier been discharged but had 
no money to pay their bills, 
said he was in the business 
of  ensuring sound health for 
his people, especially the less 
privileged.

After the special visit by the 
candidate at FMC, Umua-
hia, there were spontaneous 
celebration among some of  
the current and out patients 
on hearing that their medi-
cal bills  had been cleared by 
Chief  Daniel Okeke. Among 
them was Mr Ifere Ogwo, 
who could not hide his re-
lief  at seeing the terrific and 
tumultuous growth removed 
from his son.

According to him, “Every 
day when I looked at my son 
suffer in pain, I was said and 
was asking God to remem-
ber me. The growth looked 

strange and was increasing 
in size every day.” “But I 
thank God that my son is 
free . I appreciate Chief  Dan-
iel Okeke for coming to my 
aid through his foundation 
and I for paying medical bills 
of  this operation.”

“My son will after recov-
ering, will now go back to 
school as he is a brilliant 
boy. I am happy God has 
answered my prayers at last. 
Thank you Chief  Daniel 
Okeke, thank you doctors 
and nurses at FMC”, said 
the happy father. Mean-
while, a statement by the 
special assistant to the House 
of  Reps  candidate on media 
and publicity, Mr Otti Mad-
uabuchi Orieji ,said the can-
didate was interested in the 
upliftment of  people of  Aro-
chukwu/Ohafia federal con-
stituency, hence his entrance 
into the race. 

Orieji explained that free 
medical and other empower-
ment outreaches conducted 
by the candidate started long 
before his entry into House 
of  Reps race.

Nigeria ranked 2nd most terrorized 
country in the world 
– International Research Group

A 
report by a global 
terrorism research/
analysis group, Jihad 

Analytics (JA) has placed 
Nigeria as the second most 
terrorized/attacked country 
in the world between Iraq 
and Syria.

The research organisation 
which specializes in collat-
ing data on terrorists’ activ-
ities worldwide, in the report 
released on Friday, disclosed 
that in its half  year findings 
made between January to 
June 2022, Nigeria recorded 
305 attacks while Iraq re-
corded 337 terrorists’ attacks 
to come out first while Syria 
had 142 terrorist’s attacks, 
placing it in third position.

The JA report which not-
ed that it relied on global 
and cyber open-source intel-

ligence and data, attributed 
most of  the attacks to the 
Boko Haram/ISWAP ter-
rorist group.

The damning report came 
even as the administration 
of  President Muhammadu 
Buhari has consistently re-
iterated its resolve to tackle 
insecurity in the country and 
wipe out insurgency.

The presidency, on several 
occasions, had told Nige-
rians how the government 
had decimated, degraded 
and checkmated terrorists in 
different parts of  the coun-
try.

Catholic Priest dies on steering while returning
from colleague’s burial

T
ragedy struck at the 
Abakaliki Catholic 
Diocese, Ebonyi State, 

Parish Priest, St Patrick’s Par-
ish, Ezza Ofu, Rev. Fr. Ray-
mond Eselu, died on steering 
while returning from a col-
league’s burial ceremony.

 According to a statement 
by the Diocesan Chancellor, 
Fr. Matthew Uzoma Opoke, 
Eselu was confirmed dead 
at the Alex Ekwueme Fed-
eral Teaching Hospital, AE 
FETHA II, after an auto 

crash which occured in front 
of  St.Theresa’s Cathedral, 
Abakaliki. Eselu, 47, had at-
tended the burial ceremony 
of  the Parish Priest, St Paul’s 
Parish Amudo, Ezza LGA, 
Fr Christopher Agwu, who 
died on August 4, after bat-
tling a terminal illness. It was 
gathered that Eselu left the 
event and was driving to see 
his doctor when he passed 
on, leaving the car to roll and 
stop abruptly. Agwu and Es-
elu were ordained on July 

6, 1996, and July 7, 2007, 
respectively. The Diocese, 
which eulogized Agwu at his 
burial, officiated by the Bish-
op of  the diocese, His Lord-
ship, Most Rev. Peter Nworie 
Chukwu, described Eselu, as 
‘a “brilliant, jovial, dedicated 
and workaholic priest, who 
took delight in celebrating the 
mass”.

He will be buried on Sep-
tember 6 after a requiem 
mass.

... Warns developers against building without approval

… “I cried everyday because of his pain,” says poor father of child
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Foreign News

R
ussia wants to destroy 
the normal life of  every 
European citizen, 
Ukrainian President 

Volodymyr Zelensky has said.
“It is trying to attack with pov-

erty and political chaos where it 
cannot yet attack with missiles,” 
Mr Zelensky said in his regular 
address on Saturday.

He was speaking hours after 
Russia said that its main gas pipe-
line to Europe would not reopen 
as planned.

Europe accused Russia of  using 
its gas supplies to blackmail Eu-
rope amid the Ukraine conflict, 
which Moscow denies.

Energy prices have soared 
since Russia invaded Ukraine on 
24 February and scarce supplies 
could push up costs even further.

There are growing fears families 
in the EU will be unable to afford 
the cost of  heating this winter.

Governments across the con-
tinent are contemplating what 
measures to take to alleviate the 
crisis.

Germany - one of  the countries 
worst affected by the Russian 
supply disruption - announced a 
€65bn (£56bn) package of  help on 
Saturday.

Chancellor Olaf  Scholtz said 
Russia was no longer a reliable 
energy partner.

The stand-off  with Russia has 
forced countries to fill their own 
gas supplies, with Germany’s 
stores increasing from less than 
half  in June to 84% full today.

Europe is attempting to wean 
itself  off  Russian energy in an ef-
fort to reduce Moscow’s ability to 
finance the war.

Russia’s state energy firm Gaz-
prom announced on Saturday the 
Nord Stream 1 pipeline could be 
closed indefinitely.

The pipeline, which runs to 
Germany, had been shut for three 
days for what Gazprom described 
as maintenance work and had 
been due to reopen.

The interruption of  the ser-
vice was “sadly no surprise”, EU 
Council President Charles Michel 
said.

“Use of  gas as a weapon will 
not change the resolve of  the EU. 
We will accelerate our path to-
wards energy independence. Our 
duty is to protect our citizens and 
support the freedom of  Ukraine,” 
he tweeted in response to Gaz-
prom’s announcement.

Moscow denies using energy 
supplies as an economic weapon 
against Western countries sup-
porting Ukraine.

It has blamed the sanctions for 
holding up routine maintenance 
of  Nord Stream 1, but the EU 
says this is a pretext.

Gazprom’s announcement 
came shortly after the G7 nations 
agreed to cap the price of  Russian 
oil in support of  Ukraine.

The G7 (Group of  Seven) con-
sists of  the UK, US, Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy and Ja-
pan.

Their introduction of  a price 

cap means countries that sign up 
to the policy will be permitted to 
purchase only Russian oil and pe-
troleum products transported via 
sea that are sold at or below the 
price cap.

However, Russia says it will not 
export to countries that partici-
pate in the cap.

The gas pipeline stretches from 

Zelensky: Russia wants to destroy 
Europe’s ‘normal life’

Ukrainian President, Volodymyr Zelensky

Russia warns Moldova over Transnistria troops

R
ussian Foreign Minis-
ter Sergey Lavrov has 
warned Moldova not to 
endanger its troops or risk 

an attack. Russian forces have been 
stationed in the breakaway region 
of  Transnistria since the 1990s.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov this week warned Moldo-
va not to endanger Russian troops 
stationed in Transnistria, a pro-Rus-
sian breakaway region in the coun-
try’s east, saying doing so could 
spark military confrontation.

In a television interview with a 
Russia station this Thursday, Lav-
rov said “any action that would 
threaten the security of  our troops 
would be considered under interna-
tional law as an attack on Russia.”

Several hours earlier, Lavrov had 
accused Moldova’s pro-European 
President Maia Sandu of  blocking 
talks to resolve the Transnistria 
conflict. “Transnistria and Russia 
support direct dialogue, but judging 
by statements made by President 
Maia Sandu and her team, they do 
not want such dialogue, as they are 
being directed by the US and EU to 
reject talks,” Lavrov said. “Appar-
ently, they are seeking a non-diplo-
matic solution to the Transnistria 
problem.”

Disingenious reasoning
Several days earlier, Transnistria’s 

separatist leader Vadim Krasnosel-
sky had sent a letter to President San-
du requesting talks over a peaceful 
political solution to the Transnistria 
conflict. Moldova, however, only 
communicates with Transnistria’s 
pro-Russian breakaway government 
through its bureau of  reintegration, 
a governmental body headed by 
Moldovan Deputy Prime Minister 
Oleg Serebrian.

In the television interview, Lav-
rov also said Russia would defend 
Russian speakers in Moldova, re-
minding viewers that apart from 
Transnistria, the region of  Gagauzia 
was also seeking special recognition 
in the country. He said he hoped 
“Molvoda’s leadership would end 
the Western-dictated geopolitical 
games and instead think about the 
interests of  the people, living side 
by side.” In July this year, Lavrov al-
ready accused Moldova of  working 
to “annul everything Russian, just 
like in Ukraine.”

That same month, Moldova and 
Ukraine were granted EU candidate 
status.

Moldova’s firm stance
Moldova’s bureau of  reintegration 

was quick to respond to Lavrov’s 

comments. In a public statement, it 
said the country was committed to 
a peaceful resolution of  the Transn-
istria conflict.

This, it added, entails “identifying 
a sustainable and comprehensive 
solution that respects the unified, 
sovereign and indivisible character 
of  Moldova.” It further said that 
such a solution would aim to consol-
idate Moldovan statehood, restore 
its territorial integrity and complete 
reforms throughout the country.

The governmental body also ve-
hemently rejects claims that the 
rights of  Russian speakers are being 
infringed. Instead, it claims that the 
rights of  Romanian speakers with 
Moldovan passports are having 
their rights curtailed in Transnistria, 
where they are allegedly treated as 
foreigners.

Manipulation
Speaking via video link at the 

Bled Strategic Forum in late August, 
President Sandu said she was aware 
of  numerous inappropriate Russian 
comments towards her country, 
as well as statements disrespecting 
Moldovan sovereignty. She also said 
her country was in a delicate place, 
with war raging nearby.

In an interview with Moldovan 
television, Sandu warned her cit- Moldovan President, Maia Sandu.

the Russian coast near St Peters-
burg to north-eastern Germany 
and can carry up to 170 million 
cubic metres of  gas a day.

This is not the first time since 
the invasion that the Nord Stream 
1 pipeline has been closed.

In July, Gazprom cut off  sup-
plies completely for 10 days, cit-
ing “a maintenance break”. It re-

started again 10 days later, but at a 
much reduced level.

In his address, President Zelen-
sky said: “This winter, Russia is 
preparing for a decisive energy at-
tack on all Europeans.”

He said only unity amongst Eu-
ropean countries would offer pro-
tection. 

izens not to let themselves be ma-
nipulated by statements originating 
“from Transnistria, Moscow or 
pro-Russian politicians in [the Mol-
dovan capital] Chisinau.” She said 
she had received letters from Transn-
istria’s separatist administration, yet 
stressed all communication must go 
through Moldova’s bureau of  reinte-
gration. She said everything would 
be done to keep the peace.

Sandu said both sides had begun 
communicating more frequently 
since Russia’s invasion of  Ukraine, 
which had stemmed from a desire 
to avoid any kind of  destabilization.

Russian speakers are not being 
discriminated against

This is not the first time Russia is 
using the Russian language as a pre-
text to foment instability in Moldo-
va. In March this year, Russia’s Mol-
dava embassy contacted Russians in 
the country, asking them to report 
any instances of  “national, linguis-
tic, cultural or religious” discrimina-
tion. Scores of  Russian speakers in 
Moldova responded by launching 
an online petition, urging Moscow 
to leave the country alone, saying 
they had experienced no discrimina-
tion whatsoever.

Moldova’s foreign ministry 
warned the Russian embassy not to 

stir unrest in the country, with Presi-
dent Sandu stating all citizens of  the 
country can live in peace, regardless 
of  their spoken language.

Following Lavrov’s statements, 
Moldovan Foreign Minister Nicu 
Popescu on Thursday summoned 
Moldova’s Russian ambassador. 
His ministry also issued a statement 
underscoring Moldova’s commit-
ment to respect the rights of  Rus-
sian, Ukrainian, Gagauzian, Bul-
garian and other ethnic minorities.

Russia has kept what it calls 
peacekeeping troops stationed in 
Transnistria since the early 1990s, 
after pro-Russian separatists took 
control of  the region following a 
violent struggle. Moldova has de-
manded the withdrawal of  Russian 
troops, which Moscow has previ-
ously committed to, as well as a UN 
monitoring mission dispatched to 
Transnistria. 



peratives of  anti-

Okidnapping Squad 
of  the Akwa Ibom 

State police command had 
busted a four-man child 
robbery and trafficking 
syndicate in Uruan Local 
Government Area of  the 
State.

The Commissioner 
for police, CP Olatoye 
Durosinmi disclosed this 
over the weekend while 
parading the suspects, 
alongside others allegedly 
involved in various crimes 
such as  k idnapping,  
murder, robbery, sea 
piracy, cultism, etc.

According to the 
C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  
investigations revealed 
that one Felix Edem, also 
known as “Black Bishop” 
'm' and Joe Fineboy 'm' 
b o t h  o f  I d u  U r u a n  

n 18-year-old boy, 

AAdamu Musa has 
died in an attempt 

to rescue his cow in Buji 
Local Government Area, 
Jigawa State.

A  r e s i d e n t  t o l d 
newsmen that the incident 
occurred over the weekend 
at Unguwar Magina in Buji 
town.

He said the victim lost 
his life in a pond while 
trying to rescue his cow 
that slipped and fell into a 
pond while grazing around 
the area.

NSCDC spokesman, 
CSC Adamu Shehu also 
confirmed the incident.

According to him, “the 
u n f o r t u n a t e  i n c i d e n t 
occurred on Saturday, 3rd 
of  September, 2022, at 
about 02:00 pm when the 
young man took two of  his 
cows to the farm and let 
them loose to feed from the 

grasses nearby.
“Sadly, one of  the 

cows slipped and fell into a 
pond located close to the 
farm where they were 
grazing.

“Sighting the ugly 
occurrence, the deceased 
rushed to rescue his cow, 
but was drowned despite 
the combined efforts of  the 
locals and the NSCDC 

h e  O g u n  S t a t e TCommand of  the 
Nigeria Police have 

arrested three members of  
suspected cultists and serial 
k i l l e r s  a l l e g e d  t o  b e 
members of  the dreaded 
Eiye Confraternity and are 
known for  ter roris ing 
residents of  Ijebu Ode and 
its environs.

The suspects, Odukoya 
O d u s h i n a ,  S u b o m i 
Popoola and Itunuoluwa 
Taiwo, were reportedly 
responsible for many cult 
killings in the community.

In a statement at the 

w e e k e n d ,  p o l i c e 
spokesman, Abimbola 
Oyeyemi, said the suspects 
were arrested after a tip-off  
received at the Obalende 
P o l i c e  d i v i s i o n a l 
headquarters Ijebu Ode 
about the activities of  the 
suspect.

Oyeyemi revealed that 
members of  the gang were 
“ h o l d i n g  n o c t u r n a l 
meeting at a black spot 
known as Sanga at the back 
of  Central Mosque, with a 
plan to unleash terror on 
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e 
community.”

personnel to rescue him,” 
he said.

He said the victim's 
body was later found on 
Sunday at about 01:00 am.

He said the deceased 
was thoroughly examined, 
c o n f i r m e d  d e a d  a n d 
handed over to his parents 
for proper burial, while the 
cow was rescued alive.

abducted one Queen Ime 
of  Ifiayong Usuk village in 
Uruan Local Government 
Area, with her children, 
aged three, as well as one 
and half  from her house 
into their tricycle at Ikot 
A k p a  E t o k  r o a d  i n  
Ibesikpo Asutan Local 
Government Area.

It was further revealed 
that they murdered the 
woman, abandoned her 
corpse and absconded 
with the two male children 
and sold them to one 
Marius Obi 'm' of  Abia 
State.

The statement added, 
“On 30th August, 2022 at 
about 0700hrs, Felix took 
Operatives of  the Anti-
Kidnapping Squad to Aba 
in Abia State, where the 
said Marius Obi was lured 
and arrested. During 

i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  h e  
confessed to have re-sold 
the two children to his 
syndicate member known 
as Nwanyiocha 'f', address 
unknown.

“Furthermore, as at 
when Felix Edem was 
arrested at Nna Enin 
village in Uruan Local 
Government Area, a 
locally made single barrel 
pistol without ammunition 
was recovered from him 
which he confessed to 
using for his dastardly 
acts.”

The Commissioner 
also revealed that the 
command arrested one 
U n y i m e  I b e r e d e m  
Sampson 'm', aged 36yrs 
for beating his wife, 
P r e c i o u s  I b e r e d e m  
Sampson aged 34, to 
death.

T h e  s t a t e m e n t  
explained that Sampson 
beat his wife to a state of  
coma and she later died 
few hours after she was 
assaulted, adding that the 
scene of  crime was visited 
and the corpse had been 
deposited to the mortuary 
for autopsy.

“On 25th August, 
2022, one David Edet 
Okon 'm', and Peter 
Akwaowo Solomon 'm', 
b o t h  o f  I n i  L o c a l  
Government Area were 
trailed and arrested for the 

n its determination to Ibring criminal trans-
border trade actors to 

their knees in the state, the 
Nigeria Customs Service, 
Kebbi Area Command, 
said it seized contraband 
worth N61.55 million 
from suspected smugglers 
in Kebbi in the month of  
August.

The Customs Area 
Comptroller in the state, 

unmen suspected 

Gto be kidnappers 
have abducted 32 

persons in Ondo State.
The 32 victims were 

reportedly returning from 
a burial service in Benin 
City, Edo State over the 
w e e k e n d  w h e n  t h e 
incident happened.

It was learned that the 
victims were waylaid by 
t h e  g u n m e n  w h i l e 
travelling in a Coaster bus.

F o l l o w i n g  t h e 
development, officers of  
the Amotekun Corps, 

immediately commenced 
searching of  the Benin-
Ifon to Owo forest for the 
abducted persons.

Adetunj i  Adeleye, 
Commandant of  the corps 
in the state, confirmed the 
incident and said that the 
command would do all 
possible to rescue the 

victims.
In order to release the 

victims, the Amotekun 
Corps and other security 
agencies, according to 
A d e l e y e ,  h a d  b e e n 
informed and had since 
started a search and rescue 
operation.

Mr Joseph Attah, made 
t h i s  k n o w n  w h i l e 
addressing newsmen on 
t h e  a c t iv i t i e s  o f  t h e 
command for the month 
of  August in Birnin Kebbi.

He said the seizure 
was made possible as a 
result of  the command's 
determination to bring 
criminal trans-border trade 
actors to their knees.

“ T h e  m o n t h  o f  

August was quite eventful 
and reveal ing,  as  the 
command heightened its 
anti-smuggling offensive 
against smugglers.

“ We  e n g a g e d  i n 
strategic meetings with 
traditional, political and 
youth leaders, with a view 
t o  g a i n i n g  m u t u a l 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d 
compliance.

murder of  one Saviour 
S t e p h e n  O k o n  ' m ' .  
Investigation revealed that 
the deceased was beaten to 
death for stealing a goat at 
Akpan Andem Market. 
Suspects confessed to the 
crime,” the statement 
added.

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  
C o m m i s s i o n e r  h a d  
warned perpetrators of  
crime to turn a new leaf  
saying that he would 
deploy adequate assets, 
both human and material 
to ensure that Akwa Ibom 

State is safe and secured.
Durosinmi, who said 

the suspects would be 
charged to court at the 
c o m p l e t i o n  o f  
investigations added, 
“today, I make bold to say 
that we are walking the 
talk as most felons have 
been kept at bay, thereby 
making Akwa Ibom State 
to remain a destination of  
choice for tourists and 
investors and one of  the 
most peaceful States in the 
federation.”
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Child trafficking syndicate murders woman, sell
children 

18-year-old boy drowns while
rescuing cow

Nigeria Customs Service
intercepts contraband worth
N61.5M 

32 persons kidnapped in Ondo,
Amotekun combs forest

Police arrest serial killer
cultists in Ogun



h e  l e v e l  o f  TN i g e r i a ' s  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  

mechanisation is among 
the lowest globally. 

This is according to the 
National Agricultural 
T e c h n o l o g y  a n d  
Innovation Policy 2022-
2 0 2 7 ,  w h i c h  w a s  
published on the website 
o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  
Agriculture and Rural 
Development. 

This is despite the 

h e  N i g e r i a TE m p l o y e r s ' 
C o n s u l t a t i v e 

Association, NECA, has 
u r g e d  t h e  F e d e r a l 
Government to reappraise 
its monetary and fiscal 
policies to address the 
multifaceted challenges 
confronting the nation. 

D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l , 
NECA, Mr. Wale-Smatt 
Oyerinde, while speaking 
in Abuja recently, described 
the  cur rent  economic 
policies  as  ineffect ive 
within the context of  the 
current challenges. 

O y e r i n d e  s a i d  a 
deliberate and transparent 
process  of  evaluat ing 
economic policies should 
be put in place, with the 
Organized Private Sector, 
w h o  w e r e  c r i t i c a l 
stakeholders, at the centre. 

According to him, some 
of  the initiatives of  the apex 
bank had the capacity to 
stimulate and drive the 
economy towards the path 
of  sustained growth if  the 
i m p e d i m e n t s  w e r e 

removed. 
These initiatives and 

policies, Oyerinde said, 
comprised the exclusion 
and prohibition of  about 47 
items from eligibility to 
access FX on 23rd June 
2015 and the introduction 
of  the e-Form 'A” for Forex 
Online in July, 2021. 

Not ing  an  obv ious 
misalignment of  the fiscal 
and monetary policies of  
the government, the NECA 
DG said it was urgent and 
important for the nation's 
m o n e t a r y  a n d  f i s c a l 
authorities to close ranks to 
reduce the contradictory 
tendencies of  their policies 
for the good of  the nation. 

He said, “As a matter of  
urgency, there should be 
deliberate alignment of  
M o n e t a r y  a n d  F i s c a l 
Pol ic ies.  The  process 
s h o u l d  i n v o l v e  t h e 
Organized Private Sector 
of  Nigeria (OPSN) in order 
to enhance its credibility 
and effectiveness, while 
s t r ic t  moni tor ing  and 
enforcement should be 

ensured.”
The NECA DG further 

s ta ted  tha t  whi l e  the 
monetary policies aimed to 
r e f l a t e  t h e  e c o n o m y 
t h r o u g h  v a r i o u s 
interventions, the fiscal 
policies tended to stifle the 
p r o d u c t ive  s e c t o r  b y 
frequently introducing new 
taxes and levies. Examples, 
according to him, included 
t h e  r e c e n t 
telecommunication excise 
t a x ,  e x c i s e  d u t y  o n 
c a r b o n a t e d  d r i n k s , 
beverage's tax and the 
NYSC levy. 

He said the introduction 
of  these taxes and levies 
w a s  a n  u n f o r t u n a t e 
addition to other anti-
enterprise regulations. 

H e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e 
multiplier effects of  the 
taxes would further hamper 
the purchasing power of  
t h e  c i t i z e n s ,  r e d u c e 
capacity utilization of  
enterprises and worsen the 
macroeconomic indices in 
the country. 

$1.2bn Green Imperative 
Programme launched by 
the Federal Government 
about two years ago. 

The policy document 
r e a d  i n  p a r t ,  “ T h e  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  
mechanization level in 
Nigeria is one of  the 
lowest in the World. 
F M A R D  [ F e d e r a l  
Ministry of  Agriculture 
and Rural Development] 
indicated that Nigeria's 
mechanisation is at 0.027 

hp/hectare which is far 
f r o m  t h e  F A O ' s  
recommendation of  1.5 
hp/hectare.” 

In June 2020, the 
Minister of  Information 
a n d  C u l t u r e ,  L a i  
Mohammed, during a 
joint press conference with 
the former Minister of  
Agriculture and Rural 
D e ve l o p m e n t ,  S a b o  
Nanono, disclosed that 
the Federal Government 
was set to implement a 

programme called Green 
Imperative, which it said 
wou ld  r evo lu t ion i se  
agriculture in Nigeria. 

Mohammed had said 
the programme, worth 
$1.2bn, was a product of  a 
Nigeria-Brazil Bilateral 
Agriculture Development 
Programme, dating back 
to June 6, 2016. 

It was meant to enrol in 
Brazil's Government-to-
Government More Food 
International Programme 
a n d  w o u l d  b e  
implemented over  a  
period of  five to 10 years 
with funding from the 
Development Bank of  
Brazil and Deutsche Bank 
he had said.

He further said, “The 
stage is now set for an 
agricultural revolution 
that will strengthen food 
security, create massive 
jobs, transfer technology, 
revive or reinvigorate 
many assembly plants, 
strengthen the economy, 
save scarce resources, 

he Comptroller-TGeneral of  Nigeria 
Customs Service, 

Col. Hameed Ali (retd.), 
has stated that the Nigerian 
N a t i o n a l  P e t r o l e u m 
C o m p a n y  L i m i t e d 
( f o r m e r l y  N i g e r i a n 
N a t i o n a l  P e t r o l e u m 
Corporation) cannot justify 
the volume of  Premium 
Motor Spirit (petrol) being 
consumed in the country 
daily to warrant the over 
N6.34tn subsidy payment 
o n  t h e  c o m m o d i t y 

annually. 
Ali, in his presentation 

t o  t h e  H o u s e  o f  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ' 
Committee on Finance at 
the continued hearing on 
the proposed 2023-2025 
Medium Term Expenditure 
Framework and Fiscal 
Strategy Paper in Abuja on 
Thursday, argued that the 
NNPC cannot scientifically 
p r ove  t h e  9 8  m i l l i o n 
litres/day consumption it 
was claiming, alleging that 
the nation's oil company 

was supplying an excess of  
38 million litres of  PMS 
daily. 

The committee had 
asked Ali about the like 
deficit of  between N11tn 
and 12tn in the 2023 budget 
as proposed in the 2023-
2025 MTEF/FSP. 

T h e  F e d e r a l 
Government is proposing a 
budget with est imates 
totalling N19.76tn, while 
the  def ic i t  wi l l  hover 
between N11.30tn and 
N12.41tn in the 2023 fiscal 
year.  The Minister of  
F i n a n c e,  B u d ge t  a n d 

National Planning, Zainab 
Ahmed, who appeared 
be fore  the  commit tee 
earlier on Monday, had 
d e c r i e d  t h a t  t h e 
gover nment  might  be 
unable  to  provide for 
treasury-funded capital 
p r o j e c t s  n e x t  y e a r , 
especially due to dwindling 
r e v e n u e  a n d  a n n u a l 
p ay m e n t  o f  N 6 . 3 4 t n 
subsidy on petrol. 

However, the NCS boss 
faulted the NNPC on its 
subsidy claims, saying, “I 
remember that last year we 
s p o k e  a b o u t  t h i s . 
Unfortunately, this year, we 
are talking about subsidy 
again. The over N11tn we 
are going to take as debt, 
more than half  of  it is going 
for subsidy. The issue is not 
a b o u t  s m u g g l i n g  o f  

petroleum products. I have 
always argue this with 
NNPC.” 

Ali added, “If  we are 
consuming 60 million litres 
of  PMS per day, by their 
own computation, why 
would you allow the release 
of  98 million litres per day? 
If  you know this is our 
consumption, why would 
you allow that release? 
Scientifically, you cannot 
tell me that if  I fill my tank 
today, tomorrow, I will fill 
the same tank with the 
same quantity of  fuel. If  I 
am operating a fuel station 
today and I go to Minna 
depot, lift petrol and take it 
to Kaduna, I may get to 
Kaduna in the evening and 
offload that fuel. There is 
no way I would have sold 
off  that petrol immediately 

to warrant another load. 
So, how did you get to 60 
million litre per day? That is 
my problem.

“ T h e  i s s u e  o f  
smuggling: if  you release 98 
million litre in actual and 
60 million litres is used, the 
ba lance  should  be  38 
million litres. How many 
trucks will carry 38 million 
litres every day? Which 
road are they following and 
where are they carrying this 
thing to?” 

T h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s 
Deputy Chairman, Saidu 
Abdullahi, who presided 
over the hearing, decried 
t h a t  f u n d s  u n d e r  t h e 
subsidy scheme, which 
should have been used to 
finance capital projects, 
were being diverted into 
private pockets. 

mechanise farming and 
lead to the emergence of  
value-added agriculture, 
among other benefits.” 

Mohammed had also 
said the programme 
w o u l d  l e a d  t o  t h e  
reactivation of  six motor 
assembly plants in the six 
geopolitical zones of  the 
country for assembling 
t r a c t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  
implements while it would 
import the Completely 
Knocked Down parts of  
about 5,000 tractors and 
numerous implements (for 
local assembly) annually 
for a period of  10 years. 

He noted that 632 
mechanisation service 
centres would also be 
established to support 
primary production in the 
774 local government 
areas and the Federal 
Capital Territory. 

T h e  F e d e r a l  
Government in April last 
year also said that it would 
drive Nigeria's agricultural 
m e c h a n i s a t i o n  

programme with about 
60,000 tractors. 

However, despite this, 
Nigeria still maintains one 
of  the lowest levels of  
mechanised farming in the 
world. 

I n  t h e  p o l i c y  
document, it was noted 
that the lack of  sufficient 
technologica l  inputs  
adversely affected the 
agricultural sector. 

The document read in 
p a r t ,  “ i n a d e q u a t e  
technological inputs,  
particularly in production 
and farm-level processing 
e q u i p m e n t  s u c h  a s  
tractors, power tillers, 
harvesters, threshers, 
crushers, choppers, hay 
balers and milkers have 
reduced the amount of  
l a n d  a r e a  u n d e r  
c u l t i v a t i o n  a n d  
contributed to low crop 
and livestock productivity, 
and high post-harvest 
losses in the country.”
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Nigeria's agricultural mechanisation among lowest
globally, says FG 

NECA seeks FG's reappraisal
of economic policies 

NNPC can't justify N6.34tn petrol
subsidy – Customs 
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he  S ta te  Work ing TCommittee, (SWC) of  
the All Progressives 

Grand Alliance, APGA, Abia 
S t a t e  C h a p t e r  h a s 
u n a n i m o u s ly  i s s u e d  a n 
indefinite suspension to one 
of  the party Chieftains in the 
State, Sir Chikwe Udensi. 
According to a release jointly 
signed by Rev. Augustine 
Ehiemere, and Sir Sunday 
Onukwubiri, the Chairman 
and Secretary of  the party, 
respectively, as well as other 
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  S WC, 
Udensi 's suspension was 
consequent on alleged anti 
party activities, liable to 
disrupt party's activities.

Sir Udensi was one of  the 
aspirants  of  the  par ty ' s 
G o ve r n o r s h i p  P r i m a r y 
election held in the month of  
May, 2022, an exercise which 
had Prof. Gregory Ibe emerge 
as the winner, hence the 
par ty 's  candidate in the 
forthcoming 2023 election. 
Other allegations leveled 
a g a i n s t  t h e  f o r m e r 
gover norsh ip  asp i ran t s, 

a m o n g  o t h e r s  w e r e , 
“sponsoring and supporting 
one Prince Nnanna Ukaegbu 
who was suspended from the 
p a r t y  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Leadership of  the party in 
2014 against the party in Abia 
State”.

The SWC also accused 
Udensi of  publishing and 
distributing false articles and 
statements against the party, 
an action which, according to 
the committee, an action 
which the Committee said had 
misinformed the general 
public thereby ridiculing the 
image of  the party in the State.

 The SWC, therefore, 
warned the general public to 
dissociate themselves from the 
Udensi's activities, hence he 
has lost his capacity as a 
member of  the party.

Below is the release in 
detail:

 STATE WORKING 
COMMITTEE (SWC) OF 
THE ALL PROGRESSIVES 
G R A N D  A L L I A N C E 
( A P G A )  A B I A  S TAT E 
CHAPTER:

 IMMEDIATE AND 

I N D E F I N I T E 
SUSPENSION OF 
S I R  C H I K W E 
UDENSI FROM 
APGA BY THE 
S T A T E 
W O R K I N G 
COMMITTEE OF 
A P G A ,  A B I A 
S T A T E , 
PURSUANT TO 
ARTICLES 21 (1) 
(g) & (k); 22(2) (b-d) 
& (I) OF APGA 
CONSTITUTION

“Pursuant to a 
resolution of  the 
S t a t e  Wo r k i n g 
Committee of  the 
All Progressives

Grand Alliance, 
Abia State Chapter 
dated the 2 day of  
September, 2022, 
the Leadership of  
APGA in Abia State 
hereby resolves as 
follows:

“1.  That  SIR 
CHIKWE UDENSI 
be suspended and is 
hereby suspended 
indefinitely from 
A P G A  w i t h 
immediate effect 
pending the hearng 
and determination 
of  his case by a 
d i s c i p l i n a r y 
Committee set up by 
the party.

“ 2 .  T h a t  t h e 
State Secretary is mandated to 
communicate this suspension 
notice to SIR CHIKWE 
UDENSI in writing which 
shall be delivered to him 
through his WhatSapp Mobile 
Phone number.

All Progressives Grand 

Alliance, APGA 
“3 That the general public 

and relevant institutions 
should take note of  this 
deve lopment  and des i s t 
forthwith from having any 
dealings with SIR CHIKWE 
UDENSI in his capacity as a 
member of  APGA.

GROUNDS FOR THE 
SUSPENSION:

a. By sponsoring and 
s u p p o r t i n g  o n e  P r i n c e 
Nnanna Ukaegbu who was 
suspended from the party by 
the National Leadership of  
the party in 2014 against the 
party in Abia State, thereby 
bringing the party to public 
odium.

b. By working with some 
undemocratic forces in Abia 
State to cause crises in the 
party, an act which amounts to 
gross violation of  APGA 
Constitution.

c. By engaging in conducts 
which have brought the image 
of  the party into public radicle 
and disrepute contrary to 
Article 22 (2) (d) of  the 
Constitution.

d. By publishing and 
distributing to the media false 
a r t i c l e s / m a t e r i a l s  a n d 
Statements with the intention 
of  misinforming the public 
that there is a crisis in the party 
and or factions within the 
party in Abia State contrary to 
Article 21 (1) (g) of  the 
Constitution.

 
e .  D i v u l g i n g  t h e 

proceedings and decisions of  
the party without express 
a u t h o r i z a t i o n  t h e r e b y 
m i s i n f o r m i n g  a n d 
misrepresenting to the public 

the decisions/proceedings of  
the party with the aim of  
causing disaffection and 
bringing the party to public 
odium and ridicule.

f. Flagrant disobedience 
of  party constitution and 
decisions contrary to the 
constitution of  the party.

T h o s e  c l a i m i n g  t o 
suspend me from APGA 
b u n c h  o f  h o o d l u m s , 
impostors – Sir Udens

Meanwhile, Sir Chikwe 
Udensi has reacted to his 
suspens ion  by  the  Rev. 
Augustine Ehiemere faction 
of  the party, saying they are 
bunch of  hoodlums thrown of  
A P G A .  S p e a k i n g  o n 
Saturday, Sir Udensi said he is 
still an authentic member of  
APGA, describing Ehiemere 
and members of  his exco as 
impostors He said they are no 
more members of  APGA and 
as such cannot suspend him, 
urging members of  the public 
to ignore such claim. He said 
one Prince Ukaegbu is the 
chairman of  APGA in Abia 
and not Rev. Ehiemere as he 
claims. Abia State chapter of  
A l l  P r o g r e s s i ve  G r a n d 
A l l i a n c e  A P G A  h a d 
announced the suspension of  
a Board of  Trustees member 
of  the party and factional 
governoship candidate in the 
state, Sir Chikwe Udensi. The 
self-acclaimed Abia State 
fac t iona l  cha i r man and 
secretary of  the party, Rev. 
Augustine Ehiemere and Sir 
Sunday Onukwubiri in a 
statement on Friday said the 
suspension takes immediate 
effect pending the hearing and 
determination of  his case by a 
disciplinary Committee set up 
by the party. The suspension 
they said is pursuant to a 
r e so lu t ion  o f  the  S ta t e 
Working Committee of  the 
Al l  Prog ress ives  Grand 
Alliance, Abia State Chapter 
dated the 2° day of  September, 
2022, The Secretary has been 
mandated to communicate 
this suspension notice to SIR 
C H I K W E  U D E N S I  i n 
w r i t i n g  w h i c h  s h a l l  b e 
delivered to him through his 
WhatSapp Mobile Phone 
number. The party also called 
on the general public and 
relevant institutions to take 
“note of  this development and 
desist forthwith from having 
a n y  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  S I R 
CHIKWE UDENSI in his 
capacity as a member of  
APGA.”

Abia 2023: APGA Chieftain, Chikwe Udensi
bags indefinite suspension

The SWC also accused Udensi 
of  publishing and distributing 
false articles and statements 

against the party, an action which, 
according to the committee, an 

action which the Committee said 
had misinformed the general 
public thereby ridiculing the 

image of  the party in the State.

By Anthony Ogbekile

“



Page 18

SPORTS
righton fought Bb a c k  f r o m 
conceding a first-

minute goal to beat 
struggling Leicester City 
in a seven-goal thriller at 
the Amex.

Leicester, bottom of  
the Premier League, 
scored after only 51 
seconds when Kelechi 
Iheanacho finished from 
Patson Daka's pull-back 
from the left.

However, the lead 
only lasted eight minutes 
before Solly March's 
header deflected into the 
n e t  o f f  L e i c e s t e r 
defender Luke Thomas.

Brighton went ahead 
in the 15th minute, 
capitalising on a loose 
p a s s  f r o m  J a m e s 
Maddison with Moises 
Caicedo scoring after 
being set up by Enock 
Mwepu.

But in a frantic first 
half, Leicester scored 
again after 32 minutes. 
Youri Tielemans, deep 
inside his own half, 
played a ball over the top 
of  the Brighton defence, 
Daka held off  Lewis 
Dunk's challenge and 
slotted the ball past 
Robert Sanchez for 2-2.

Alexis Mac Allister 
thought he had restored 
the Seagulls' lead with a 
spectacular strike from 
30 yards but, after a 
video assistant referee 
check that lasted more 
than four minutes, the 
goal was eventually ruled 
out for offside.

It did not prove to be 
c r u c i a l  a s  L e a n d r o 
T r o s s a r d  s c o r e d 
Brighton's third from 
Pascal Gross' pass, with 
Trossard then winning a 
penalty,  which Mac 
Allister converted for the 
fourth.

Fittingly, the last say 
w e n t  t o  A r g e n t i n a 
midfielder Mac Allister 
w h o  c u r l e d  i n  a n 
excellent 25-yard free-
kick in injury time for his 
s e c o n d  g o a l  a n d 
Brighton's fifth.

The result maintains 
Brighton's excellent start 
to the season and they 
are fourth in the Premier 
League, while Leicester, 
with just one point from 

six matches, are three 
points adrift at the foot of  
the table.

I t  h a s  b e e n  a 
w e e k e n d  f u l l  o f  
c o n t r o v e r s i a l  VA R 
d e c i s i o n s ,  w i t h 
Newcastle United and 
West Ham furious after 
b e i n g  d e n i e d  g o a l s 
against Crystal Palace 
and Chelsea respectively 
on Saturday.

While the match at 
the Amex was taking 
place, it was announced 
the Premier League is to 
review controversial 
d e c i s i o n s  i n  t h o s e 
matches with referees' 
b o dy  P G M O L  a s  a 
matter of  priority.

VAR was heavily 
involved at the Amex, 
with a lengthy delay to 
decide whether to allow 
Mac Allister's superb 
strike in the second half  
which, if  given, would 
have been one of  the 
goals of  the season.

Brighton's free-kick 
had been played into the 
p e n a l t y  a r e a  w i t h 
M w e p u  t r y i n g  a n 
acrobatic overhead kick, 
although he failed to 
make contact with the 
bal l  and Leices ter ' s 
James Justin partially 
headed clear before Mac 
Allister smashed the ball 
into the top corner.

But after the lengthy 
stoppage, referee Tony 
Harrington checked a 
pitchside monitor and 
judged that Mwepu, who 
w a s  o f f s i d e ,  h a d 
interfered with play.

Lucki ly  for  Mac 
Allister, he still managed 
to get on the scoresheet 
twice. The first was a 
penalty down the middle 
after superb skill from 
Trossard had drawn a 
foul inside the penalty 
area from Wilfred Ndidi, 
before a stunning curling 
free-kick with the last 
action of  the match.

Leicester, Premier 
League champions in 
2015-16, have finished in 
the top 10 in all of  the 
p a s t  f i v e  s e a s o n s , 
narrowly missing out on 
C h a m p i o n s  L e a g u e 
qualification in 2019-20 
and 2020-21.

In May, they played 

in the semi-finals of  the 
Europa  Confe rence 
League, but Foxes fans 
will be deeply concerned 
that they will face a 
relegation battle this 
season.

Earlier this week, 
m a n a g e r  B r e n d a n 
Rodgers had expressed 
his frustration at the 
club's business during the 
s u m m e r  t r a n s f e r 
window, which saw them 
lose both goalkeeper 
Kasper Schmeichel and 
central defender Wesley 
Fofana.

Rodgers made two 
changes from the 11 that 
began the 1-0 loss against 
Manchester United on 
Thursday with Daka and 
Iheanacho replacing 
Kiernan Dewsbury-Hall 
and Jamie Vardy.

T h e  d e c i s i o n 
instantly paid off  as the 
visitors went ahead with 
t h e i r  f i r s t  a t t a c k . 
Tielemans dispossessed 
March, Harvey Barnes 
played it wide to Daka 
and his cross was met by 
Iheanacho for the game's 
first goal.

But Rodgers will be 
furious at  his side 's 
defending throughout 
the match.

A n  u n m a r k e d 
March headed against 
t h e  u n s u s p e c t i n g 
Thomas for Brighton's 
f i r s t  g o a l ,  b e f o r e 
Maddison's error led to 
the second.

Daka scored to make 
it 2-2 and give Leicester 
hope of  picking up their 
first win of  the season. 
But the visitors were 
overwhelmed by  an 
e xc e l l e n t  B r i g h t o n 
pe r fo r mance  in  the 
second half  and the three 
goals the Foxes conceded 
m e a n t  i t  wa s  t h e i r 
heaviest defeat of  the 
campaign.

u v e n t u s  C E O , 

JMaurizio Arrivabene 
has said Cristiano 

Ronaldo's struggles at 

remier League is to Pr e v i e w  t h e 
controversial VAR 

decisions at Chelsea and 
Newcastle yesterday with 
referees' body PGMOL as a 
matter of  priority.

The move comes after 
dec is ions  that  denied 
Newcastle United and West 
Ham goals against Crystal 
P a l a c e  a n d  C h e l s e a , 
respectively.

Both teams thought 
they had scored, with the 
goals confirmed by the on-
pitch referee.

In each instance, the 
goals were disallowed after 
VAR.

Both decisions have 
been heavily criticised, with 
many arguing that the role 
o f  VAR is  not  to  ge t 
i n v o l v e d  t o  r e v e r s e 

debatable calls that have 
already been made.

West Ham were denied 
a 90th-minute equaliser 
when Maxwel Cornet's 
effort was ruled out after 
Jarrod Bowen was judged 
to have fouled Edouard 
Mendy in the build-up – a 
decision David Moyes 
called “scandalous”.

“ T h e  g o a l k e e p e r 
comes to take i t ,  and 
actually fumbles it out of  
his hands five or six yards, 
so he could never recover 
it,” said Moyes, who added 
he was “embarrassed” for 
VAR official Jarred Gillett. 
“Then he acted as if  he had 
a shoulder injury. I 'm 
amazed that VAR sent the 
referee to see it.

“It was a ridiculously 
bad decision. I'd question 

VAR as much as the referee, 
but the referee should have 
stuck to his own guns – 
there is no excuse for that 
not to be a goal, none 
whatsoever.

“The sad thing is this is 
the level  of  the weak 
refereeing at the moment.”

Meanwhile, Newcastle 
saw what manager Eddie 
Howe called a “perfectly 
good goal” chalked off  
against Palace.

Palace defender Tyrick 
Mitchell turned the ball 
into his own net and referee 
Michael Salisbury ruled it 
out  for  a  foul  by Joe 
Willock on goalkeeper 
Vicente Guaita, though 
N e w c a s t l e  f e l t  t h e 
midfielder was himself  
pushed by Mitchell.

BBC Sport pundit Alan 
S h e a r e r  s a i d :  “ I t  i s 
s h o c k i n g ,  a b y s m a l , 
disgraceful – Willock is 
going to head that ball, so 
Mi tche l l  shoves  h im. 
Michael Salisbury gets it 
right, it is Lee Mason [VAR 
official] who somehow 
bizarrely tells him 'you have 
made a howler'.

Manchester United 
i s  “ n o t  o u r 
problem”.

R o n a l d o  i s 
enduring a tough 
time at Old Trafford 
in his second season 
back at the club after 
leaving Juventus in 
2021.

The 37-year-old 
tried to force a move 
away, but failed to 
find any takers in the 
summer  t rans fe r 
window.

Ronaldo has also 
been dropped by 

manager Erik ten Hag for 
United's last three Premier 
League games.

A r r i v a b e n e 

sympath i ses  wi th  the 
P o r t u g a l  c a p t a i n ' s 
situation, but insists that he 
is no longer Juventus' 
concern.

“We separated ways at 
Juventus  with mutual 
r e spec t ,”  he  has  to ld 
DAZN.

“We are sorry for what's 
h a p p e n e d  t o  h i m  i n 
Manchester this year, but 
it's not our problem.”

Monday 5 - Tuesday 6 September, 2022

EPL: Brighton fight back to beat struggling Leicester City

Ronaldo’s problem in Manchester

is not our problem – Juventus

Premier League to review
VAR controversial decisions 

Ronaldo
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a n c h e s t e r MUnited's  new 
winger, Antony 

has apologized to his 
former club, Ajax after 
forcing through his transfer 
to Old Trafford.

The Brazil international 
apologized for the manner 
he left in his £85 million 
move  to  the  Premie r 
League.

In his farewell interview 

iver pool  legend, LGraeme Souness, 
f e a r s  M o h a m e d 

Salah has been rocked by a 
past tackle from Lisando 
Martinez.

Salah was again for 
Liverpool in weekends 0-0 
draw at Everton.

The Reds number 11 has 

netted just two goals in six 
games this season.

Souness opined: “I'm 
l o o k i n g  a t  S a l a h  f o r 
Liverpool against Man 
United and in the first five 
m i n u t e s  [ L i s a n d r o ] 
Martinez goes right through 
him,” the Scotsman recalled 
to Sky Sports.

 “The rest of  the game, 
M o  S a l a h  l o o k e d  f o r 
Martinez and looked for 
where he was. I've not seen 
the same Mo Salah since. I 
just hope – and he's signed 
the big contract he wanted, 
but at this level if  you knock 
off  half  a per cent or one per 
cent then you are not the 

same player.
“I hope this is not him 

ge t t i n g  s e m i  i n t o  h i s 
armchair because he has 
signed a big contract,” 
Souness added. “I'm saying 
t h a t  a s  a  L i v e r p o o l 
supporter, hopefully to 
make him angry and prove 
me wrong.”

with Ajax, Antony tells 
Ajax fans: “Sorry if  I failed 
you” (Ajax).

The Brazilian would be 
hoping to make his debut 
for the Red Devils against 
Arsenal in the Premier 
L e a g u e  o n  S u n d a y 
afternoon few days after 
the summer transfer.

“I felt at home at this 
club. It's quite difficult,” 
Antony said in his tribute 

video with Ajax.
“…It is how it is. Ajax 

will always be in my heart. I 
thank everyone. I thank the 
board, the players and the 
club. I thank the fans for 
their warmth.

“I'm sorry if  I failed 
you, but I'm especially 
thankful for the great 
reception I got. I will have 
this club in my heart for the 
rest of  my life. Thank you.”

anchester City Mstriker, Erling 
H a a l a n d  h a s 

admitted he felt sorry for 
Poland international Robert 
Lewandowski after Bayern 
Munich's failed attempts to 
sign him.

Haaland was on Bayern 
Munich's radar earlier this 
year during his time at 
Borussia Dortmund, where 
he scored an incredible 86 
goals in just 89 games.

T h e  N o r w e g i a n 
impressed Bayern Munich 
chiefs so much with his 
Bundesliga performances 
that they tried to bring him 
to the Allianz Arena earlier 
this year.

Haaland also drew the 
interest of  the likes of  Real 
Madrid, Barcelona and 
Manchester United but the 
i n t e r e s t  f r o m  B aye r n 
appeared to irk the 22-year-
old, who was targeted as a 

h e l s e a  b o s s , 

CThomas Tuchel, has 
confirmed Pierre-

Emer ick  Aubameyang 
joined in training with the 
club on Sunday.

Aubameyang signed for 
Chelsea from Barcelona 
with a fractured jaw.

After victory over West 
Ham, Tuchel said: “Yes, he 
trains tomorrow, but I 
cannot tell you if  he trains 
w i t h  f u l l  c o n t a c t  o r 
individually. We'll need to 
see. He has the mask, and 
the doctors tell me the mask 
i s  g o o d  a n d  h e  f e e l s 
comfortable with it.

 “So he would be ok, but 
we need to check it, and we 
need to check it with no 
contact, half-contact, and 
then full contact. We need 
to see how he feels about it. 
It's too early to make a 
prediction, but he'll be in 
t r a i n i n g  t o m o r r o w 
morning, and we'll see.”

 “For us, it's an immense 

boost to have the window 
closed. It's simply like this. 
We now have the chance to 
demand full commitment. 
T h e r e  i s  n o  w ay  o u t 
anymore. We are the group 
for Chelsea that wants to 
have the best possible results 
and outcomes. We have to 
take responsibility now 
from here.

“ I  a m  h a p p y  w i t h 

everybody who is in the 
group. There is a reason for 
everyone to be in the group. 
We  w a n t  t o  u s e  t h i s 
momentum to kickstart the 
new season, and I am happy 
to get the luck needed, got 
t h e  b e l i e f ,  g o t  t h e 
atmosphere, and turned it 
around because these things 
are needed to play with full 
belief  and confidence.”

r e p l a c e m e n t  f o r 
Lewandowski.

Manchester City striker, 
E r l i n g  H a a l a n d  h a s 
admitted he felt sorry for 
Poland international Robert 
Lewandowski after Bayern 
Munich's failed attempts to 
sign him.

Haaland was on Bayern 
Munich's radar earlier this 
year during his time at 
Borussia Dortmund, where 
he scored an incredible 86 
goals in just 89 games.

T h e  N o r w e g i a n 
impressed Bayern Munich 
chiefs so much with his 
Bundesliga performances 
that they tried to bring him 
to the Allianz Arena earlier 
this year.

Haaland also drew the 
interest of  the likes of  Real 
Madrid, Barcelona and 
Manchester United but the 
i n t e r e s t  f r o m  B aye r n 
appeared to irk the 22-year-

old, who was targeted as a 
r e p l a c e m e n t  f o r 
Lewandowski.

I n  a  d o c u m e n t a r y 
entitled: “Haaland: The Big 
Decision,” Haaland said: 
“If  I try to imagine how 
Lewandowski thinks… I 
don't know how many goals 
and titles he has for the club.

“Then I do actually feel 
a little sorry for him. At the 
same time, it's a chance for 
him to take the next step in 
h i s  c a r e e r .  I t  f e e l s 
disrespectful, but at the 
s a m e  t i m e ,  i t  i s  a n 
opportunity for him.”

Haaland added: “They 
[Bayern Munich] have 
shown interest, they have. I 
understand that they want 
to protect themselves. If  he 
doesn't end up there they 
will say, 'it was never on the 
agenda, we already have the 
best striker'.”

I feel sorry for Lewandowski –  Haaland

HaalandHaaland

EPL: I'm sorry if I failed you
– Antony apologizes to Ajax

Aubameyang joins Chelsea training
for the first time 

Salah no longer the same, Liverpool
legend Souness declares 

Aubameyang

Salah
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o v e r n o r  H o p e 

GUzodimma of  Imo 
State has advised the 

Igbo not to be tired of  pursuing 
national unity in Nigeria as their 
past and current antecedents 
indicate they have always shown 
the way for others to follow as 
regards a united country.

T h e  G o v e r n o r  s p o k e 
Saturday at the Concorde Hotel 
Owerri at a lecture organised by 
Imo State Correspondents' 
Chapel of  the Nigeria Union of  
Journalists in honour of  Chief  
Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu's 80th 
birthday.

The theme of  the lecture 
delivered by immediate past 
President of  Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
Worldwide, Chief  John Nnia 
Nwodo is ' Igbo Quest for 
Nigeria's Unity.'

In his remarks at the lecture 
t h a t  l o o k e d  l i k e  a  m i n i 
conference because of  the 
presence of  leaders of  ethnic 
nationality groups in Nigeria, 
Governor Uzodimma said the 

Igbo have demonstrated fidelity in 
the Project Nigeria, both in the 
past and now, hence it is not in 
d o u b t  t h e y  l o v e  N i g e r i a 
passionately and will always love 
to be part and parcel of  the 
country.

Governor Uzodimma who 
described the theme of  the lecture 
as apt and cogent said he was 
confident the lecturer would do 
justice to it.

He referred the audience to the 
thought he espoused in his book - 
Reflections on Igbo Question - and 
insisted that what the Igbo have in 
abundance in terms of  skills in 
dif ferent  spheres of  human 
endeavour they lack in the power 
of  negotiation.

" I will begin by recalling that 
the lecture topic resonates with my 
latest book - Reflections on the 
Igbo question. In the book, I set out 
to  showcase  the  numerous 
contr ibutions of  Ndigbo to 
national unity while interrogating 
the challenges they face in their 

quest for a just, fair and equitable 
Nigeria."

G o v e r n o r  U z o d i m m a 
explained that past and present day 
Igbo leaders like the late Dr. 
N n a m d i  A z i k i w e  a n d  t h e 
celebrant, Chief  Iwuanyanwu 
believed and still believe in the 
unity of  Nigeria, and that the 
experience from the Civil War 
which affected the Igbo adversely 
as well as the impact of  the 
ongoing war between Russia and 
Ukraine does not suggest that the 
path of  violence to achieve a set 
goal by any group should be a 
better option to adopt.

G o v e r n o r  U z o d i m m a 
explained: "Let me submit that the 
truth of  the matter is that in spite 
of  obvious misinterpretations and 
misrepresentations, Igbos love 
Nigeria passionately and the 
evidence is overwhelming. There 
is no part of  Nigeria, no matter 
how remote, where you will not 
find Igbos living happily with their 
h o s t  c o m m u n i t i e s  w h i l e 

contributing to the growth and 
development of  the area. I often 
ask this question: Can a man live in 
a land he loathes? Can a man feel 
at home in a land he abhors? Will 
the gods of  a land allow the 
business of  a man to thrive in a 
land he does not wish well? I 
believe the answers to these 
questions are obvious, CAPITAL 
NOS. You can now fill in the gaps 
for the Igbos.

"Since 2011, when I was 
elected to the Senate, I have taken 
time to explore this topic and the 
complexities inherent in them. I 
have had cause not only to 
inter rogate the quest ion of  
suspicion among the various 
ethnic groups in Nigeria but also 
the issues that gave rise to it. This is 
against the backdrop of  the fact 
that  natural ly  the ordinar y 
Nigerian does not have a problem 
living and working together for the 
peace and progress of  the country. 
My findings are contained in my 
book, which I referred to earlier. 
The conclusion is that the Igbos 
love Nigeria, fervently; with all 
their hearts and all their souls and 
with all their might as well. 
However, by an inexplicable irony, 
the Igbos somehow believes that 
Nigeria and Nigerians do not 
reciprocate this love, at least not 
with the same passion. This is the 
paradox that has continued to 
define the Igbo quest for national 
unity.

"What the Igbos seek from the 
country is accommodation, not 
domination. What they seek is 
acceptance and not rejection. 
What they seek is friendship and 
brotherhood, and they are also 
willing and able to offer the same. 
There is sufficient and irrevocable 
evidence from Nigerian history 
that Igbo leaders have never been 
found wanting in advocacy, 
backed by action, for Nigeria's 
unity.

"Let us briefly examine and 
refresh some of  the issues leading 
to Nigeria's Independence in 1960. 

The NCNC led by our own Dr 
Nnamdi Azikiwe (Owelle of  
Onitsha and Zik of  Africa) 
opposed the self  -determination 
motion by Western legislators in 
1957. He wanted a united Nigeria 
and not a fragmented one. If  
NCNC had allowed that motion to 
sail through, we wouldn't have had 
what is today called Nigeria both 
in identity and geography. By 
patiently waiting for the North to 
be ready, NCNC led by a patriotic 
Igbo man saved the day. Again, 
during the Western Nigerian crisis 
in the early days of  independence, 
it fell on Azikiwe and other 
nationalists to provide the stability 
needed for Nigeria to remain 
together.

"Even before that, Azikiwe had 
through sheer patriotic zeal, 
conceded to Alhaji Tafawa Balewa 
of  NPC when it came to the 
for mat ion  o f  the  Nat iona l 
Government in 1959. Because the 
NPC would not muster enough 
majorities to single-handedly form 
the government, it turned to Zik's 
NCNC for support. Zik could have 
tu r ned  to  AG to  fo r m the 
government and become the 
Prime Minister, but he did not. 
Instead, he accepted NPC's 
proposal which saw him playing a 
secondary role as the ceremonial 
President - instead of  being the 
Prime Minister. This was because 
Zik reasoned correctly that a 
national government of  only the 
S o u t h  w a s  a  r e c i p e  f o r 
disintegration. That was a great 
sacrifice for national cohesion. 
That was nationalism at its peak.

"Deriving from my earlier 
submission that you cannot live in 
a land that you don't love, let me 
r e c a l l  t h a t  l o n g  b e f o r e 
independence, Igbos had settled in 
every part of  Nigeria, North, 
South West and South. Igbos 
practically built Port – Harcourt, 
even if  it pleases some people to 
vainly try to rewrite history. 
Prominent Igbos like the same 
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Iwuanyanwu  @ 80:
What the Igbos seek from the country
is accommodation, not domination
 –  Gov Uzodimma
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Child trafficking syndicate
murders woman, sell
children 
18-year-old boy drowns
in attempt to rescue cow


